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Charcoal Sketch of the Largest Engelmann Oak in the USA in Pasadena, CA
By Jennifer Bentson, Charcoal on Paper, 8.5” x 11”

PREFACE

I began painting oak trees at about the same time I started taking workshops in figure drawing. The 
two seemed to blend together in my mind as I walked through the local gardens and looked up at the 
Coastal Oak tree limbs. It was just that simple, limbs both human and oak were fascinating to me.

My soul desired purpose and on the surface, painting the significant oaks in my community was a way 
to preserve them and celebrate them while they are alive.

As an artist who was locked inside of a business person for over 30 years, this was my journey to 
myself.
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THE BEGINNING

The first oak of my muse was in Descanso Gardens. I stretched out under the oak and looked skyward 
at the limbs crossing overhead. Then I returned later and the oak tree had been chopped down and 
mulch covered the place where that oak once lived. 

Oaks Looking Skyward, by Jennifer Bentson, 11” x 8.5”, Charcoal Sketch
Sketched at Descanso Gardens

I felt like I had lost a friend. Losing that oak reminded me of the loss of my business by legislation, and 
in the same year the loss of my dear husband. 

Life had taken a left turn for me. I was enveloped in sorrow and paperwork. The trees seemed to be 
so peaceful and undemanding.  
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Do I believe they have a spirit?  Yes, and that spirit helped to heal me and allowed my artistic side to 
blossom and grow. My inner voice was saying how the oaks, common, yet unique have a voice and a 
story. Like a chorus we sing together and create something truly wondrous.

On a practical side, since I have started to paint oaks, we have lost many significant ones. They have 
been energetically thrown into the wood chipper and their images forgotten, let alone their stories.  
This book will tell some stories and show some images. Enjoy!

Oaks, by Jennifer  Bentson-Gebel, 16” x 20”, Oil on Canvas
First Oak Painting, Descanso Gardens
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PASADENA COUNCIL DISTRICT ONE
The Arroyo Seco is a wonderful area in Pasadena that encompasses the Rose Bowl, Two Golf Courses, 
the Kidspace Children’s Museum and the Aquatic Center where you can watch future Olympians 
practice diving. The Arroyo is also a canyon channeling water from the Angeles Forest into the LA 
River. Spanning the Arroyo are several bridges, but one stands out for it’s tragic legacy. This bridge is 
known as the Colorado Bridge. It has been nicknamed “Suicide Bridge”. 

Limbs and Legs, by Jennifer Bentson, 11”x14”, Charcoal Sketch
Sketched at Bottom of the Arroyo Seco

The story unfolds that during the construction of the bridge in 1913 a worker fell into the wet concrete 
and was left inside the bridge structure. Stories of deaths associated with this bridge have continued 
until today.  It is recorded that there are over 100 deaths of people jumping from this bridge. Lots of 
artists capture this bridge in their paintings of the Arroyo. I painted this bridge from the viewpoint of 
an oak tree growing at the bottom of the Arroyo.
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Arroyo Oak, by Jennifer Bentson, 24” x 18”, Watercolor

Painted on location at the bottom of the Arroyo Seco looking up to Colorado Bridge
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HAHAMONGNA OAKS

The Hahamongna Watershed is an important watershed for this area. It is where the mountain water 
runs off into the Devil’s Gate Dam and eventually the LA River.  

These oaks are from the park at the edge of the Devil’s Gate Dam area. Hahamongna was a tribe of 
Tongva  Indians. This is a beautiful area to have a picnic and enjoy the large oak trees. Jet Propulsion 
Laboratories is just up the street from this park.

I was in a car accident and had to have hip surgery. At the time I had a convertible car. So I put the top 
down and sat and painted this painting.

Hahamongna Oak Grove, by Jennifer Bentson, 9.25” x 3.5”, Watercolor

Due to a hip injury, this was painted from my convertible car on location.
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COUNCIL DISTRICT TWO
The Difference between two Common Oaks in Pasadena

In Pasadena we find commonly find two different oak trees: the Engelmann Oak (Quercus engelmannii) 
and Coast Live Oak (Quercus agrifolia). The Engelmann Oak goes by many names; Pasadena Oak, 
Heritage Oak or Mesa Oak. The Coast Live Oak and the Pasadena Oak are easily separated by their 
leaves, acorn, and stature. 

The Engelmann Oak is the rarer of California oaks. It has a small distribution and the Pasadena area 
is its northern most natural outpost. From here it grows south towards Riverside, San Diego and Baja 
California.  The Coast Live Oak is common in California. It grows up and down the state.

The Engelmann Oak grows straight, with a single trunk and an open crown. This gives it an airy and 
light stature. The leaves have a waxy coating which makes them appear greyish or silvery. The leaf 
margin is usually smooth (or slightly wavy), with no spines or hairs. The Engelmann acorns are short 
and stubby and on the small side. The little cap on the acorn is quite knobby. The tree bark is light, 
whitish to light gray. The older the tree, the more furrows the bark will have.

The Coast Live Oak is another oak you will find in Pasadena. It is growing more as a dense dark 
green tree. The trunk(s) often leans sideway or looks a little off-balance. The leaves are convex (cup-
shaped), shiny green with spines on the margins. Underneath they have brownish hairs, often most 
noticeable where the veins meet the midvein towards the leaf-stem (like a fuzzy armpit). The acorns 
are long and narrow with a tapered end. The acorn cap has scales that hug the fruit. The Coast Live 
Oak has smooth grey bark, but it will furrows at it grows older. 

Helena Bowman, Botanist
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Coastal Leaf (Armpit Hair) and Engelmann Leaf, by Jennifer Bentson, 8” x 10”, Oil

Painted in studio
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COUNCIL DISTRICT THREE

The City of Pasadena has thousands of mature trees that contribute long-term aesthetic, 
environmental and economic benefits to the City.   The City places great value on its trees, and in 
2002 the City Council amended the Municipal Code to establish the City Trees and Tree Protection 
Ordinance (TPO).   The goals and objectives provided in the TPO include growing Pasadena’s 
canopy cover by increasing the protections for trees on public and private property.   Through 
these protections, the City Council aspired to protect the visual and aesthetic character of the City, 
thereby enhancing the quality of life for residents, visitors and wildlife.   Inherent in the value of 
the urban forest are resources that are often overlooked. Trees provide  a habitat for wildlife, 
protection from climate variations, and trees serve as the thread that ties neighborhoods together. 
 
Darya Barar, City of Pasadena Arborist

Jen’s Oak, by Jennifer Bentson, 9” x 12”, Watercolor

Painted in my backyard

Pasadena Beautiful has been an active organization in the advancement of the Engelmann Oak. Beautifying 
Pasadena and planting trees was the reason Pasadena Beautiful Foundation (PBF) was founded in 1960. One 
of our primary goals is to continue to purchase and plant trees around Pasadena when required.  PBF has a 
50-year history of working with the City of Pasadena to plant trees and protect our urban forest.

I learned about a reforestation project along Holly Avenue.  Emina Darakjy told me that the Carob trees were 
in bad shape and the City of Pasadena removed them.  The walkway was replanted with the Engelmann Oaks
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Engelmann Oak Path to City Hall, by Jennifer Bentson, 11.25” x 3.5”, Watercolor

Painted in my studio from sketches by Jennifer Bentson
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GHOST OAK OF MEMORIAL PARK

I first met with Darya Barar of the City of Pasadena to identify significant oak trees in 2011.  I learned 
about the great oak in Memorial Park.  In December of 2011 there was a tremendous wind storm.  The 
oak at Memorial Park fell before I was able to paint it.  Two days after it fell, I painted the oak.  It was 
strewn over the sidewalk, park and street.  It truly was a grand oak.  I went on to paint many more oaks 
that Darya had told me about along with oaks identified by the various council districts.

Sadly, many oaks are leaving us.  I hope this project helps to protect our oaks.

Ghost  Oak Of Memorial Park, by Jennifer Bentson, 9.75” x 13.25”, Watercolor

Painted on location.

Ginger
Typewritten Text
Where to buy: www.bit.ly/1RUPEbOuywww.WapshottPress.com




