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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November 15ish, 2008. 
Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

 Ontology on the go!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

Sat, November 15, 2008

Porn Nation: Conquering America's #1
Addiction 
Written by Michael Leahy
Published by Northfield Publishers
ISBN10: 0802481256 
ISBN13: 9780802481252

Review by Linda Yau

Recently as I started to write this review,
an acquaintance saw the book cover,
and asked where are the pictures? I
imagine that is how a lot of people would

feel - seeing the book title. However, the content of the book is
different than what can be expected. Porn Nation is a reflective
account of how the author spent a greater part of his life
obsessed with porn. This unspeakable hobby caused his
fifteen year marriage to fall apart, and so this is a self-help
book for people to realize that there is an unspoken problem
as the author labels the issue of porn-watching a sex
syndrome. [more]
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Barefoot Waltz
Story and Art: Romuco Miike
Published by: Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-595-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-595-7

Review by I-hsiu Lin

"It's unbearable this time of the year."

Abe finds the weather to be stifling. End of spring, beginning of
summer. Words don't come as easily which presents a
problem being that he is a writer with deadlines. But the heat is
a reminder of him.

Him. Abe had a relationship with Nakahara two years ago.
More like they slept together and that was it. No phone call. No
romance. There was no love in the actions. Two years later,
Nakahara shows up at Abe's doorstep. There was no sense of
seduction. Just one kiss and Abe gave into the younger man's
motions. "Let me stay here for awhile." Just the mere presence
of him allows Abe to write easier. The words flow from his pen
like a long time ago. His secluded lifestyle, his closed up
heart...maybe they will change as well. Become lighter and
flow like a waltz. [more]

Posted by I hsiu Lin @ 02:14 AM PST [Link]
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like a long time ago. His secluded lifestyle, his closed up
heart...maybe they will change as well. Become lighter and
flow like a waltz. [more]

Posted by I hsiu Lin @ 02:14 AM PST [Link]

Wed, November 12, 2008

FreshMen
Story and Art: Yuuya
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-934496464
ISBN-13: 978-1934496466

Review by Kris

College. For some strange reason new
college freshmen seem to think that all
that college entails is hot babes, frat
parties, and drinking to the point of

memory loss. In the case of Takayuki Saito that is his thinking.
Not only does he want to party but he also wants to fall in love.
At the school entrance ceremony he sees the perfect chance.
The reason Saito chose his particular department and major
because most of the students are totally cute girls. Saito
arrives at the entrance with one heck of a hangover because
of the massive party held at the dorms the previous night. His
bad luck seems to continue. He was hoping to sit next to one
of the hot babes, but ends up next one of the few guys in the
department, Hitoshi Sato. Because of the large amount of
alcohol Saito had consumed the night before, he ends up
passing out in Sato's arms. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 12:33 PM PST [Link]

Mon, November 10, 2008

A Gentleman's Kiss
Story and Art: Shinri Fuwa
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-582-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-582-7

Review by Kris

I've decided that I really dig BL Yakuza
stories. Maybe it's because my mother
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has been obsessed with the Mafia and I
grew up with The Godfather and other mob movies. I seem
to be drawn to the Yakuza in the same way.

Homura Yasobe and Touji Karasuma are back in the final
installment of A Gentleman's Kiss. The second volume
kicks off with Kyoya Kuramoto, former host at Homura's club,
basically stalking Homura. It seems that he has fallen for his
former boss. Since the stalking doesn't seem to be making any
progress, he goes about using the blackmail approach. Kyoya
knows about Homura and Touji's affair. To shut him up
Homura agrees to go out with him. But his mind is always
focused on Touji. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 09:14 PM PST [Link]

Sun, November 9, 2008

YAM: Bite-Size Chunks
Story and Art: Corey Barba
Published by Top Shelf Productions
ISBN-10: 1-60309-014-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-60309-014-8

Review by Kris

On the island of La Leche de la Luna
lives a young boy with a magical
backpack. His name is YAM. I guess he
gets his name from the fact that his outfit
makes him look like a yam, a cute yam I

should say. With his friends Marzipan Gato and May and his
pet TV they have many fun adventures. From catching bugs to
keep in jars, drinking magical potions, and dreaming of a
beautiful young lady from a local carnival, YAM and his friends
have lots of fun.

These comics are wonderfully wordless, endlessly creative,
and utterly adorable.
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[more]

Posted by Kris @ 06:28 PM PST [Link]

Vampire's Portrait
Story and Art: Hiroki Kusumoto
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-590-9
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-590-2

Review by Kris

Lou is a young painter. On one cold day
a handsome stranger approaches him.
This mysterious stranger offers to be his

patron. He asks Lou to paint his portrait. Sein is a composer.
This intrigues Lou because his grandfather, who raised him,
played the piano. There seems to be something a little off with
Sein. He's very unsociable. Nothing Lou paints seems to
satisfy Sein. After a small row Sein accidentally cuts Lou's
hand and Sein's true nature is revealed. Sein is a vampire.

Lou comes to find himself somewhat attracted to Sein. He's
resolved to paint a portrait that Sein will approve of. But a man
named Adam comes into the picture. It seems that Sein and
Adam have a contract. Sein gets to feed off Adam and Adam
gets musical scores. Sein had fed off Lou the day before and
wasn't as hungry when Adam had arrived. After Adam left in a
huff Sein wanted a little more of Lou's blood. A little strange
since he'd just vomited up a large amount of blood. We find out
that Sein had fallen in love with Lou's grandfather, Claude,
many years ago. It seems that Lou and Claude's blood taste
similar. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 05:48 PM PST [Link]

Wild Butterfly
Story and art by Hiroki Kusumoto
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10:  1569705623
ISBN-13:  9781569705629

Review by Jilly Gee

If I were to give Wild Butterfly a
quantitative score, it would be very low.
 The stories are amazing, the art is

beautiful and detailed, and there are even color pages.  It does
not, however, fit the boys love genre.  Oh, there is one brief
story that features a male on male couple, but that hardly
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changes the feel the graphic novel and justifies dumping it into
the Juné line.  There are a couple of other stories with a slashy
feeling, but if an affectionate and close relationship was
enough to brand a story as BL, then half of the Shounen Jump
series should move to BE X BOY.

"Wild Butterfly", namesake of the book and the first story,
starts with a hint of the tragedy to come as the color pages
show a tired-looking, dark-haired man with his students,
silently contemplating the past.  Oliver, a young, dark-haired
man who longs to join in the war his country is in the middle of,
but unable to because of a bad leg, is assigned as a teaching
assistant to Sir Michael von Straum Liedelhart.  Michael,
despite being a military man who has led many men to victory,
or perhaps because of it, only wants to see peace in the world
and teaches the children so.  The two develop a close
friendship, Oliver slowly changing the way he sees the world.
[more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 02:47 AM PST [Link]

Sat, November 8, 2008

Sweet Regard
Story and art by Juji Fusa
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10:  156970564X
ISBN-13:  9781569705643

Review by Jilly Gee

Kohei only had one person that he ever
cared for in his life:  his younger sister,
Chieko.  When she gets married and

leaves the house, he is comedically angry; when she dies in a
car accident, he is heartbroken.  He is not alone, however, as
he shares his pain with with his brother-in-law, Shingo.
 Despite Kohei's high strung personality, despite the fact that
Shingo was the one that stole Chieko away from him, the two
get along quite well together.  Shingo has an easy-going
personality, able to take all of Kohei's yelling with a smile on
his face.  So it is that even when Shingo confesses and Kohei
doesn't reciprocate, they still spend their time together
comfortably. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 08:42 PM PST [Link]

William Wentworth-Shields
Castle of Days
The Corner: A Year in the Life of
an Inner-City Neighborhood
The Confidence Man: His
Masquerade
Sherman's March
Kiss Me Deadly

Leigh Anne Wilson

Linda Yau

Linda Yau
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Fri, November 7, 2008

Schlock Mercenary: The Tub of
Happiness
Story and Art: Howard Tayler
Published by The Tayler Corporation
ISBN-13: 978-0-9779074-0-3

Review by Kris

In the 31st century Schlock, a green
blobby A-morph, and his trusty plasma
cannon join Tagon's Toughs, a space

mercenary company. Here he meets with many zany
adventures from a hostile corporate take over by Andreyasn
Interstellar/Intergalactic Enterprises, to battles with deathly evil
bugs and everything in between. Schlock Mercenary is an
online comic at schlockmercenary.com. Every day brings you a
new comic, a new adventure for Schlock and Tagon's Toughs.
[more]

Posted by Kris @ 03:37 PM PST [Link]

Millennium Darling 2006
Story and art by Maki Naruto
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10:  1569700311
ISBN-13:  9781569700310

Review by Jilly Gee

The sequel to the seven-volume
Millennium Darling series (probably more
recognizable as Seikimatsu Darling and

more so for its OVA), the many couples of Millennium Darling
2006 are already established and being put through
ridiculously funny scenarios, some of which are implausible
and meant only as jokes.  The title couple for this graphic
novel, Sakamoto and Sentarou, are the ones given the most
attention while all other couples have it short, sweet, and silly.
 Although the title couple get more attention story-wise, they
are not treated too differently, their stories also sweet and silly.
[more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 12:01 AM PST [Link]

Thu, November 6, 2008

We Were There vol. 1
Story and Art: Yuki Obata
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Published by VIZ Media
ISBN-10: 1-4215-2018-4
ISBN-13: 978-1-4215-2018-6

Review by Kris

Nanami Takahashi (throughout the rest of the book she's
known as Nana) has just started high school. Her goal is to be
uber friendly and make lots of new friends. She starts off with
her neighbor Yuri Yamamoto, but Yamamoto doesn't seem to
be too friendly. After making a few new friends she hears the
girls talking about a guy named Motoharu Yano. He was very
popular in middle school and his popularity with the ladies
seems to have transferred to high school.

Nana is a bit flighty. She went to nominate one of her new
friends as the class president and forgot her name. She
stopped to ask someone in her class what her name was. The
person who she stopped happened to be Yano. He gave her
the wrong name and Nana ended up embarrassing herself in
front of her classmates. From that moment Nana and Yano's
crazy relationship began. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 10:36 PM PST [Link]

Pinky and Stinky
Story and Art: James Kochalka
Published by Top Shelf Productions
ISBN-10: 1-891830-29-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-891830-29-7

Review by Kris

PIGS IN SPAAAAAAAAAACE!

For those of you who grew up in homes without televisions, or
those who are just too young, Pigs in Space was a bit on The
Muppet Show. In my house The Muppet Show was not
to be missed. I even watched it while it was in syndication. Jim
Henson is looked upon like a God at my house. You're
probably wondering "Why on Earth is she bringing up The
Muppet Show while reviewing a book that has nothing to do
with Jim Henson, the Muppets, etc?" Well, as you can see by
the cover of Pinky and Stinky, they truly are Pigs in Space!
[more]

Posted by Kris @ 06:47 PM PST [Link]

Wed, November 5, 2008
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You Make My Head Spin
Story and Art: Kazuhiko Mishima
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-586-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-586-5

Review by Kris

Shindou has just transferred into the
roughest school in the neighborhood.
Upon arriving he meets Murai, Sugi, and

their leader Yousuke Aizawa. Yousuke looks like your average
juvenile delinquent, but looks can be deceiving. Yousuke gets
motion sickness from riding a bike and is a bit on the shy side.
Shindou, on the other hand, is very forward with his feelings
and extremely confident. Wherever he goes he always seems
to be sparkling. So when Shindou confesses, seeing him so
nervous breaks down Yousuke's tough exterior. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 06:57 PM PST [Link]

Toy Box: Flogger
Edited by M. Rode 
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-406-X
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-406-9

Review by Linda Yau

After months and months of getting
overwhelm, I finally have some time to
write reviews for the remaining e-books I
have. I still do have some more reviews
to complete. So, Toybox Flogger is a

collection of short stories, dealing with flogging. There is a
definition of flogging as a multi-tongue whipping tool for a
fetish, and usually featured in BDSM stories. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 10:18 AM PST [Link]

The Lost Island of Tamarind
Written by Nadia Aguiar
Published by Feiwel & Friends
ISBN-10:  0312380291
ISBN-13:  9780312380298

Review by Jilly Gee

For a long time Maya had believed there
was nothing better than life on the open
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ocean, sailing from port to port on the
warm trade winds that blew across the
Atlantic Ocean.

Maya used to love her life on the Pamela Jane, the boat her
family calls home.  Her parents, marine biologists, would show
their children things other children could only ever imagine,
such as the barnacled side of a whale, and teach their children
things other children did not learn on land, such as how to rig a
fifty-two-foot schooner.  As a restless thirteen-year-old,
however, Maya is not content with this lifestyle anymore; she
wants to live with Granny Pearl on stable land and go to school
with other kids her age and form friendships not limited to her
nine-year-old brother, Simon, or eight-month-old sister,
Penny.  When an unusual storm separates the three children
from their parents, though, Maya finds herself longing for those
days on the Pamela Jane.  Mami and Papi nowhere in sight,
the children leave the boat and wander around on the strange
island the Pamela Jane has come to. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 12:43 AM PST [Link]

Mon, November 3, 2008

Lover's Pledge
Story and Art by Kae Maruya
Published by Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-580-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-580-3

Review by I-hsiu Lin

After one night of drunkedness, Kazuto
Haruna finds himself in bed with Akihiko
Takasugi. Naked. Although he didn't

remember anything of the previous night, Akihiko reminds him,
"I've bought one month of your time for 1,000,000 yen." One
would think in a boys love manga, the one month would be
filled with hot, steamy guy on guy action....but you’ll be

http://powellsbooks.com/partner/28872/biblio/2-9780312380298-1
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surprised what actually goes on. Kazuto himself was unsure of
this arrangement, but soon, their time together drew certain
feelings from his heart. [more]

Posted by I hsiu Lin @ 10:35 PM PST [Link]

Tomorrow's Ulterior Motives
Story and Art: Sakuya Fujii
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-559-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-559-9

Review by Kris

Makoto Aizawa and Sanari Jounouchi-
sensei have been lovers for about a year
now. Makoto's performance in

Jounouchi-sensei's play has caused there to be a growing
buzz around Makoto's acting abilities. But a new villain has
appeared Jounouchi-sensei's arch nemesis Taizou Oouchi.
The two used to work for the same Theatre Company until
Oouchi-sensei struck out on his own. He now has set his
sights on Makoto. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 08:02 PM PST [Link]

Sun, November 2, 2008

S vol. 3: Split
Story by: Saki Aida
Illustrated by: Chiharu Nara
Published by June
ISBN-10: 1-56970-708-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-708-1
Review by Kris
This is one yaoi novel series that has
completely captivated me and leaves me
wanting and waiting desperately for the
next installment in the series. If you are
interested in my reviews for S vol. 1
and S vol. 2: A Love Bite, feel free to

click on the links.

Masaki Shiiba is a member of the elite COC5 group in the
police force. His group is responsible for finding illegal
firearms. Because they sometimes work outside the law, they
have to create trusting networks of informants or "S" (you
know, spy) to gather information from. One of Shiiba's
informants is a yakuza by the name of Keigo Munechika. Since

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569705599
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Munechika is not hurting for money the way Shiiba gets his
info from Munechika is by using his body. But it seems as
though Shiiba's feelings for Munechika are much deeper than
detective and S. He's fallen, and fallen hard, for Munechika.
[more]

Posted by Kris @ 12:16 AM PST [Link]

Dark Walker
Story by: Hikaru Yura
Illustrated by: Hirotaka Kisaragi 
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-615-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-615-2

Review by Kris

Tomoki Naruse has the most vivid wet
dreams. Not only does he feel amazing in
his dreams, but those feelings seem to

linger, literally. Nightly he waits in a fragrant field of flowers for
his lover. He doesn't know their name. He doesn't know what
they look like. One thing he does know, this lover isn't a chick.
He enjoys the sex, nonetheless.

Tomoki is a high school student. He's kind of small, but he's
quite feisty. He seems to be drawn to new student, Yuugo
Oda. There is something mysterious about Yuugo. He seems
to know quite a bit about Tomoki. The two become close
friends and soon the feelings Tomoki has for Yuugo are much
more complicated. It turns out that Tomoki and Yuugo are Dark
Walkers. Dark Walkers are humans born with the ability to
enter the dream realm called "The Depths of Dreams" while
still aware of their consciousness. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 12:08 AM PST [Link]

The Guilty vol. 1: Verdict
Story by: Katsura Izumi
Illustrated by: Hinako Takanaga
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-614-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-614-5

Review by Kris

Toya Sakurai is content with his life. He
has a beautiful fiancée and a highly
coveted job with a publishing company.

He is happy with the way his life has turned out so far. Yet, he
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seems to be far more passionate than he is even aware of. He
has recently been transferred to the mysteries division, which
he is ecstatic about. He specifically took the job with the
publisher who worked with famed mystery author Kai Hodaka.
He has loved reading books written by Hodaka and would love
to be able to read his work before anyone else.

Hodaka won a prestigious award and to celebrate the
publisher is throwing a party in his honor. Toya is so excited to
possibly have the honor of meeting the author he has idolized
for years. After an embarrassing run in with Hodaka at the
party Toya feels he is doomed for eternity in the eyes of his
hero. The next day at work he is in for a surprise. It looks as
though he made a memorable impression on Hodaka, and
they are assigning Toya to be his editor. He is known to be a
bit tough on editors, but Toya is a professional and will do all
he can to please both the company and Hodaka. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 12:01 AM PST [Link]

Thu, October 30, 2008

Passion: Forbidden Lovers
Story by: Shinobu Gotoh
Illustrated by: Shouko Takaku
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-574-7
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-574-2

Review by Kris

There is a rumor floating around Hikaru
Umino's high school. Handsome teacher
Mr. Shima has recently become

engaged. Hikaru has fallen in love with Shima and doesn't
know what to do with the sadness he feels after finding out this
news. Posing as fellow teacher Mr. Amamiya, Hikaru lures
Shima into an empty classroom and proceeds to rape him.
Shima tries (but not too hard it seems) to get Hikaru to stop.
Shima tells Hikaru that he is not engaged to be married and
that those are only rumors. If you think the premise on raping
your most beloved person is strange things only get weirder.
At school the next day Hikaru dreads seeing Shima. At least
he is feeling some remorse for his actions. Yet when he
passes Shima on the stairs it seems like nothing ever
happened between them.

While Shima is trying to deal with the situation with Hikaru, Mr.
Amamiya wants Shima for himself. It turns out that Shima and
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Amamiya attended the same high school and were lovers for a
time. Amamiya broke it off, breaking Shima's heart. Shima has
moved on in his life, but it seems that Amamiya hasn't. After a
bizarre meeting at Shima's house Shima, Amamiya, and
Hikaru share a meal. Of course Amamiya is trying to get back
into Shima's pants, Hikaru is trying to move on but awkwardly
is in the middle, and who knows what's going on in Shima's
mind. After Amamiya leaves Shima's apartment, Shima
proceeds to drag Hikaru to the bedroom for some hot, sweaty,
illegal sex (because we are dealing with a teacher and student,
adult and minor, you know against the law). Hikaru was
supposed to come up with a way to atone for his misdeed.
Shima suggests they "play lovers." They will have to keep it on
the down low because of the whole teacher student thing.
Hikaru is ecstatic! [more]

Posted by Kris @ 11:06 PM PST [Link]

Carnal Sacraments 
Written by Perry Brass 
Published by Belhue Press
ISBN10: 1892149052 
ISBN13: 9781892149053

Review by Linda Yau

Carnal Sacraments is set in a futuristic
alternative universe, this is a world that is
like Orwell's 1984 meet Anderson's
Feed. Germany is the leading country of
the world and Jeffrey Cooper is a man

who appears to be king of his world. Jeffrey is a powerful
businessman who has the ability to determine trends. Similar
to being a 'cool hunter,' styles are found to peak in popularity
and then fall in popularity, he determines that. As a product of
the government's system though, Jeffrey has a strict regimen
of sustaining his ageless body. The only problem he worries
about is the copping of dealing with stress. It wasn't until he
meets John that Jeffrey's perfect world starts to crumble, as he
enters into an identity crisis. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 07:31 PM PST [Link]

Seti's Heart
By Kiernan Kelly
1st Torquere Press Printing January
2008
Also available as an e-book

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Seeing how it's so close to Halloween, I
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thought I'd review a sexy horror story.
Looking in my e-book folder, I found a
novel about a mummy I was supposed to
have reviewed back in the spring. Oops!

Since it had hibernated for so long, I thought I'd better
resurrect it, like the mummy it's about. Being familiar with
Torquere Press' usual fare, I took for granted it would be a hot,
sexy gay love story. Much to my surprise, it was a very good
story as well. Good enough to be made into a movie, if it
weren't for the gay love story. Let's hope some enlightened
film producer takes a stab at it in the not too distant future.
[more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 02:27 PM PST [Link]

Wed, October 29, 2008

Barefoot Waltz
Story and Art: Romuco Miike
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-595-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-595-7

Review by Kris

Barefoot Waltz by Romuco Miike is a
one-shot collection. This is the last one-

shot collection out of this round of Juné releases. Luckily in the
next round there was only one one-shot collection.

The first one-shot story Barefoot Waltz, Come Here, and
Summer Cold are the longest of the stories. Abe is an author
and somewhat of a loner. At the beginning of the summer he
always feel a bit sluggish and a young man takes up his
thoughts by the name of Katsumi Nakahara. Two years ago
Nakahara worked for the company that publishes Abe's work.
When Nakahara had come to pick up the manuscript they had
a night of sweaty sex. Now two years from that time Nakahara
has shown up on Abe's step unable to get sensei out of his
head. It seems Nakahara fell in love with Abe and has no
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where else to go. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 09:50 PM PST [Link]

Tue, October 28, 2008

Kabuki vol. 1 - Flower
Story and Art: Yukari Hashida
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-592-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-592-6

Review by Kris

Death will never separate these lovers.

Kounosuke is the young master of
Kiyonari Castle during the Tenshou Era (between 1573-1592
AD – thanks to the manga for publishing those dates). He has
a young page named Kageya. During a siege the castle had
been breached and the enemy was making its way to where
Kounosuke and Kageya had retreated. Knowing that there was
no option but death the two lovers swore to one another that
they would search for each other in the next life. The next thing
you know Kounosuke is lying in a modern hospital bed. He is
utterly confused. Where on earth is Kounosuke? [more]

Posted by Kris @ 02:45 PM PST [Link]

Passionate Theory
Story and Art: Ayumi Kano
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital
Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-578-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-578-0

Review by Kris

Midori Komasawa wants to study
overseas. He is passionate about math.
Midori failed to tell his best friend Arie

Kanoh about going overseas. It seems that Kanoh has deeper
feelings for Midori than just friendship. But there seems to be a
rival on the scene for Midori's feelings. Gin Hanabusa is
Midori's cousin, a math teacher at Midori and Kanoh's school,
and Kanoh's former math tutor. Kanoh knows first hand how
Hanabusa feels about Midori (at least he thinks he knows).
Here begins our bizarre love triangle of math. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 12:26 PM PST [Link]

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569705926
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569705780
http://hackenbush.org/LHLS/contactLHLS.html
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569705926
http://junemanga.com/
http://hackenbush.org/LHLS/contactLHLS.html
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569705780
http://junemanga.com/
http://hackenbush.org/LHLS/contactLHLS.html


The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society Miscellanea and Ephemeron

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/[4/27/2019 2:25:42 PM]

[Blogives]

Search entries:

 

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals anywhere. (PromoCode
HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society Miscellanea and Ephemeron

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/[4/27/2019 2:25:42 PM]

PO Box 31513
Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam, comments are closed on
certain entries. You can Contact us with your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


Lincoln Heights Literary Society

http://www.liheliso.com/[4/27/2019 2:25:46 PM]

The Journal is on hiatus, but the News, Reviews, Con Coverage, etc. are still going
strong at J LHLS Miscellanea and Ephemeron. Or you can read the reviews and
reports archives.

Issue 9 - Spring 2006 
Journal of the 

 "Ontology on the go!"

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society. Every issue is filled with
an astonishing mix of poetry, essays, criticism, opinion, deconstruction,
humor, essays on museums, dance, home and office décor, household
hints, communications, advertising, health and fitness, etiquette, gardening,
urban living, culture, Kultcha, film, cars, theater, biographies, profiles, food
reviews, internet culture, technology, writing on art, music, fashion, design,
architecture, travel, history, software/hardware reviews, politics, business,
economics, current events, interviews, cooking, sex, science, and whatever
isn't on this list. We find zen in the most un-zen places, poetics where you'd
least expect them, and ontology is always on the go here at J LHLS.

Issue 9 - Spring 2006

Table of Contents

Forget the Editoral. Please enjoy J LHLS 9 - The Fiction Issue!

Late one night, driving cross-country, my friend and I stopped at a campsite
in Lake Anita, Iowa. The attendant had already fallen asleep, so we drove
our station wagon slowly over the gravel drive, past the admission gate, and
up a winding road to a hill overlooking miles of low, dark countryside. 
Lake Anita 
By Allison Burnett

Five months after graduating from college, Andrew and I were frozen in our
lives of unemployment. Our windfall high-paying summer internships had
not led to permanent jobs as we'd hoped and the money we'd saved on the
off chance that we'd be unemployed was beginning to run out. 
Wanted: Hunter and Gatherer 
By Jessica Groper
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Janice decided one day to become a heroine, since that was what Nancy
Drew was. She went for a long walk around her town and looked for
mysteries to solve or people to help, but there really wasn't much to do. So
she went home again then just decided to just be herself. Little did she
know. 
More Minimalist Fiction 
By Marlene Taylor

Chaînés - Chains, links. A series of rapid turns done in a straight line or
circle. 
French For Dancers 
By Jessica Groper

This excerpt is from an unfinished fantasy novel, "Mara Sonnedragon," set
on an alternate-history medieval Earth. Mara is the only daughter and heir
of the Grand Duke of Noreland, and therefore titled Prince in spite of her
gender. She is also the leader of the Shieldmaids, a quasi-religious group of
women warriors, but unlike many of her fellow Shieldmaids, has not yet
received a vision of the talisman beast that will serve as her battle symbol
and personal spirit-guide. 
Mara and the Dragon 
By Kathryn L. Ramage

Stefan Kline lay in bed naked, his arms behind his head, staring at the
ceiling. Projected on the wavy and crumbling surface were images of
perfection. He was not one to gloat, but he felt he had every right to,
because that morning he had decided that his evening would be perfect and
it had been. Never before had he felt so secure in the power of his will. 
The Ring 
By Allison Burnett

"Don't Stop Thinkin' About Tomorrow" is a chapter from "Promised Land", a
work-in-progress fictive biography of Bill Clinton set in the twenty-four hours
before he has tell Hillary about his affair with Monica Lewinsky. 
Don't Stop Thinkin' About Tomorrow 
By Kitty Johnson

This work is copyright © 2006 by The Journal of The Lincoln Heights
Literary Society, Los Angeles, California. Copyrights for the individual
articles are held by their respective author(s).
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Issue 8; Issue 7; Issue 6; Issue 5; Issue 4; Issue 3; Issue 2; Issue 1

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society Miscellanea and
Ephemeron

Previous issues

Well, we can start telling gay men that they don't exist in an alternate moral
universe, where anything that a gay man wants to do in the sack, however
self- or other-destructive, is his right. An Interview with Dan Savage

I'm a lifelong journalist. I think everyone is immoral. An Interview with John
Bloom

I'm just white-knuckling it with the muse. An Interview with Brooke
McEldowney September 15, 2006: Very very good news! There will be a
Pibgorn graphic novel! Click here for more information.

The biggest danger facing the U.S. right now is ignorance. Ignorance and
apathy. This administration is screwing this country over for years and years
to come and so many people have the attitude that it is treasonous to
disagree with our government's shady-assed behavior. It's absurd. People
are slowly waking up, though. An Interview with Keith Knight

Because balancing a laptop in the bathroom is tricky. Seriously, people still
like the feel and smell of a book. It doesn't need batteries, cables, and you
never get spammed. Also, there is a big difference between a comic at 72
dpi and a printed page at 600 dpi. An Interview with David Allen

"Anyone who has kids knows the answer: It's nature. Nurture isn't even in
second place. Parents can of course have a negative impact, in obvious
ways, but everything else is cellular. My daughters are amazing adults and I
love them without reserve, but that's not because of anything I did. Oh, wait,
I made sure they listened to lots of Van Morrison." An interview with Jon
Carroll, San Francisco Chronicle columnist

"Well, it's both nature and nurture. I can't believe that God would create
Larry King all on His own." An Interview with Mike Nelson

"My super-heroes were Amazons -- Wonder Woman and Troia -- because
of what they represented to me. Wonder Woman wanted more than
anything else in the world for human beings to peacefully coexist with each
other. I can think of no greater sentiment than that, and that's why she's my
hero. An Interview with Phil Jimenez
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You may also visit this page to contact us.

Editorial Board, Editorial Policy and Submission Guidelines

Editor in Chief - Ginger Mayerson 
Editor Cache - Laurel Sutton 
Art and Architecture Editor - Robin Austin 
Business and Economics Editor - Ellen Bauerle 
Culture and Fashion Editor 
Gardening Editor - Lynn Loper 
Music and Dance Editor 
Poetry and Fiction Editor 
Politics Editor 
Religion Editor - Jane Seaton 
Science and Technology Editor 
Guest Editor(s) 
Contributing Editors: Chad Denton; Jilly Gee; Tom Good; Kris; Linda Yau;
Logan; Kathryn L. Ramage; Ryes; Kelly S. Taylor; Lene Taylor; Gregor
Torrence; Ida Vega-Landow; I-hsiu Lin.

Please feel free to visit our continuously updating review and more site, The
Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society Miscellanea and Ephemeron
while we assemble the next issue for your reading pleasure. Thank you.

 or other donation options. Thank you.

This site is hosted by . One of the best webhosts ever.
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Yaoi Review: Barefoot Waltz"] [Main Index]

11/15/2008 Entry: "Book Review: Porn Nation"

Porn Nation: Conquering America's #1 Addiction 
Written by Michael Leahy
Published by Northfield Publishers
ISBN10: 0802481256 
ISBN13: 9780802481252

Review by Linda Yau

Recently as I started to write this review, an acquaintance saw
the book cover, and asked where are the pictures? I imagine that
is how a lot of people would feel - seeing the book title. However,
the content of the book is different than what can be expected.
Porn Nation is a reflective account of how the author spent a

greater part of his life obsessed with porn. This unspeakable hobby caused his fifteen
year marriage to fall apart, and so this is a self-help book for people to realize that
there is an unspoken problem as the author labels the issue of porn-watching a sex
syndrome.

The porn industry is worth $100 billion per year internationally and porn has become a
societal norm. Porn has initially gained a large foothold in society, with the advent of
the VHS and then exploded with the Internet. So it wasn't too hard for Leahy to be
introduced to porn via his dad's collection decades ago. Still, he became obsessed,
and when he realized that viewing pornography was such an issue, he felt that
admitting and reforming was the best course of action.

I did not expect this to be a Christian title, but I have to say that the author has found
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religion to be his solution to stop watching porn. There are scriptures mentioned and
how Leahy found God. One interesting note was how the author has mentioned the he
has met and befriended Ron Jeremy, a famous porn star. They go to various college
campuses and participate in debates on porn. I couldn't help but remember that my
college may have been one of those campuses, where there was such a debate. I
definitely do remember Ron Jeremy being one of the speakers, but I'm having a hard
time confirming if Michael Leahy was the other speaker. It's a moot point though, so if
you want more information on this book: read it and if you have time check out the
book's own website.
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Journal of the

 "Ontology on the go!"

Contact the Lincoln Heights Literary Society

Please visit this page to contact the Journal and/or our
Editors. Thank you.

Back to the Index

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society
publishes online and in pdf three or four times a year.
Please add your name to the Updates List below or check
back here now and then for news. Thank you.

Name:  E-mail:
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Guest Editor(s) 
Reviewers: Chad Denton; Tom Good; Jessica Groper;
Kathy LaFollett; Jane Melander; Kathryn L. Ramage;
William Wentworth-Sheilds

Please feel free to visit our continuously updating review
site, J LHLS News and Reviews while we assemble the
next issue for your reading pleasure. Thank you.

 or other donation options. Thank you.

This site is hosted by . One of the best webhosts
ever.
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron
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11/09/2008: Yaoi Review: Wild Butterfly
11/08/2008: Yaoi review: Sweet Regard

http://liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-06292003-07052003.htm
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11/07/2008: Comic Review: Schlock Mercenary: The Tub of Happiness
11/07/2008: Yaoi review: Millennium Darling 2006
11/06/2008: Manga Review: We Were There vol. 1

11/06/2008: Graphic Novel Review: Pinky and Stinky
11/05/2008: Yaoi Review: You Make My Head Spin

11/05/2008: e-Book Review: Toy Box: Flogger
11/05/2008: Book review: The Lost Island of Tamarind

11/03/2008: Yaoi Review: Lover's Pledge
11/03/2008: Yaoi Review: Tomorrow's Ulterior Motives

11/02/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: S vol. 3: Split
11/02/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Dark Walker

11/02/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: The Guilty vol. 1: Verdict
10/30/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Passion: Forbidden Lovers

10/30/2008: Novel Review: Carnal Sacraments
10/30/2008: Book review: Seti's Heart

10/29/2008: Yaoi Review: Barefoot Waltz
10/28/2008: Yaoi Review: Kabuki vol. 1 - Flower

10/28/2008: Yaoi Review: Passionate Theory
10/27/2008: Manga Review: Red Angel vol. 2

10/26/2008: Yaoi review: Yakuza in Love vol. 3
10/25/2008: Book Review: Manly

10/25/2008: Con Report: Anime Banzai 2008 - Day Two
10/24/2008: Con Report: Anime Banzai 2008 - Day One

10/22/2008: Yaoi Review: Hot Limit
10/22/2008: Yaoi Review: Lover's Pledge
10/22/2008: Book review: Naughty Paris

10/22/2008: Yaoi Review: Sunflower vol. 2
10/21/2008: Yaoi Review: Romantic Illusions
10/20/2008: Comic Book Review: Air vol. 1

10/19/2008: Yaoi Review: Future Lovers
10/19/2008: Manga Review: Red Angel vol. 2

10/19/2008: Yaoi Review: Total Surrender
10/17/2008: Yaoi Review: Shy Intentions

10/16/2008: Yaoi Review: Tough Love Baby
10/16/2008: Manga Review: Hitohira vol. 1

10/16/2008: Yaoi Review: Kiss All the Boys vol. 3
10/15/2008: Yaoi Review: Oh my god! vol. 2
10/15/2008: Yaoi Review: Maid in Heaven

10/13/2008: Yaoi Review: One Night Lesson
10/13/2008: e-Book review: The Keeper

10/13/2008: Novel review: The Firemaster's Mistress
10/12/2008: New York Anime Festival Part 2

10/12/2008: New York Anime Festival 2008 part 2
10/12/2008: New York Anime Festival Part 1
10/10/2008: New York Anime Festival 2008

10/09/2008: Comic Review: Street Fighter #12
10/09/2008: Comic Review: Street Fighter #10

10/08/2008: Yaoi Review: Mister Mistress vol. 2
10/06/2008: J LHLS interview with Karl Christian Krumpholz

10/04/2008: Artbook Review: Flamboyant
10/04/2008: Book review: Polanski: A Biography

10/03/2008: Book Review: What is Money?
10/01/2008: Novel Review: Spies, Lies, and Naked Thighs

10/01/2008: Book review: The Spanish Bride
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10/01/2008: Book Review: What is Dreaming?
09/28/2008: Event report: West Hollywood Book Fair 2008

09/28/2008: Book Review: Yes We Can: A Biography of Barack Obama
09/22/2008: Brooklyn Book Festival 2008

09/20/2008: Yaoi Review: I Shall Never Return vol. 4
09/19/2008: An Interview with Amy Colburn

09/19/2008: Yaoi Review: Future Lovers vol. 1
09/18/2008: Josei Review: Make Love and Peace
09/17/2008: Yaoi Review: Yakuza in Love vol. 3

09/16/2008: VIZ Announces Black Lagoon Manga
09/15/2008: Kumoricon 2008

09/15/2008: Book Review: Barack Obama for Beginners
09/13/2008: e-Book Review: Bent

09/12/2008: Yaoi Review: A Gentleman's Kiss vol. 1
09/10/2008: Yaoi Review: Clear Skies vol. 1

09/08/2008: Novel review: Ruby in the Smoke
09/04/2008: Yuri Review: Eriko Tadeno Works

09/04/2008: Yaoi Review: Today's Ulterior Motives
09/04/2008: Book Review: Tales of the Sisters Kane

09/04/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Ai no Kusabi, Volume 3
09/03/2008: Coming Soon! The Kumoricon Report!

09/03/2008: Book review: From Dead to Worse
09/02/2008: Yaoi Review: Heavenly Body

09/01/2008: Yaoi Review: One Night Lesson
08/31/2008: Yaoi Review: Ruff Love

08/31/2008: Yaoi Review: Author's Pet
08/27/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Clear Skies! A Charming Love Story

08/26/2008: Novel review: Adam the King
08/26/2008: Book review: Migration Patterns
08/26/2008: Novel review: Me, Myself & Him

08/26/2008: Game Review: Mabinogi
08/24/2008: Yaoi Review: Kiss All the Boys vol. 2

08/23/2008: Con Report: Otakon 2008 - Part 2
08/23/2008: Josei Review: Pretty Poison

08/20/2008: Yaoi review: Kiss Blue, volume 1
08/20/2008: Novel review: Caged Slave

08/19/2008: Novel review: Sleeping with Money
08/18/2008: Con Report: Otakon 2008 - Part 1

08/17/2008: Book Review: eat.shop los angeles
08/15/2008: Yaoi review: Hate to Love You

08/15/2008: Book review: The $12 Million Stuffed Shark
08/14/2008: Yaoi review: Mister Mistress, vol. 1

08/13/2008: Josei Review: Pretty Poison
08/13/2008: Book review: My One Hundred Adventures

08/12/2008: e-Book review: Wild Raspberries
08/12/2008: Book review: Empty Graves: A Murphy's Lore After Hours Collection,

Volume 2
08/12/2008: Yaoi Review: Millennium Darling 2006

08/12/2008: Yaoi Review: Sweet Regard
08/12/2008: Yaoi review: Oh My God! vol 1

08/11/2008: Yaoi Review: Hot Limit
08/11/2008: Yaoi Review: Wild Butterfly
08/10/2008: eBook review: Love Bites

08/09/2008: Yaoi Review: Tough Love Baby
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08/07/2008: Novel Review: Fafner: Dead Aggressor
08/06/2008: Book Review: Catch a Mate
08/05/2008: Novel review: Royal Escape

08/05/2008: Yaoi review: Golden Prince & Argent King
08/05/2008: Novel review: Naruto: The Boy Ninja

08/05/2008: Novel review: Vampire Hunter D: The Rose Princess
08/04/2008: Book Review: Good Girl's Guide to Living in Sin

08/04/2008: e-Book review: The Pardoner's Tale
08/01/2008: Yaoi Review: Author's Pet

07/31/2008: Comic Con 2008
07/30/2008: Manga review: Nephilm Vol 2
07/30/2008: e-Book review: Hart and Soul

07/28/2008: e-Book Review: Taste Test: Summer Solstice
07/27/2008: e-Book review: Sight Unseen

07/27/2008: e-Book Review: Games People Play: Bottoms Up
07/25/2008: Book Review: Confessions of a Bi-Polar Mardi Gras Queen

07/23/2008: Book Review: Experience Pipeline
07/21/2008: Book review: Vampire Hunter D, vol 6

07/20/2008: e-Book Review: Heartbeat
07/20/2008: Book review: Friday's Child

07/20/2008: e-Book Review: Dark Submission
07/20/2008: Graphic Novel Review: Boy Princess Vol 1

07/20/2008: Novel Review: The Wonder Singer
07/20/2008: Manhwa Review: Roureville vol. 2

07/16/2008: Book review: Christina, Queen of Sweden
07/15/2008: Industry news: Death Note and Other VIZ Anime Now at iTunes

07/15/2008: Book Review: Christmas Sucks
07/15/2008: Yaoi review: Candy

07/14/2008: Manhwa Review: Roureville vol. 1
07/13/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: A Promise of Romance

07/13/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Caged Slave
07/13/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Sweet Admiration

07/12/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Better Than a Dream
07/12/2008: Yaoi Review: Tomcats 1

07/11/2008: Yaoi Review: I Shall Never Return vol. 3
07/10/2008: Manhwa review: Dorothy of Oz, Volumes 1 & 2

07/10/2008: Yaoi Review: I Shall Never Return vol. 2
07/10/2008: Yaoi review: God of Dogs

07/09/2008: Yaoi Review: I Shall Never Return vol. 1
07/09/2008: Yaoi Review: Spring Fever

07/09/2008: Book Review: To Plead Our Own Case
07/07/2008: Book review: Draycott Eternal

07/06/2008: Anime Expo 2008: Day 4
07/06/2008: Book review: Brooklyn Bridge

07/05/2008: Anime Expo 2008: Day 3
07/04/2008: Anime Expo 2008: Day 2
07/03/2008: Anime Expo 2008: Day 1

06/30/2008: Industry News: Hideyuki Kikuchi and Saiko Takaki at Anime Expo
06/30/2008: Yaoi Review: Hero Heel, Volume 2

06/29/2008: Yaoi Review: Hate To Love You
06/29/2008: Josei Review: Real Love

06/28/2008: Book Review: eat.shop nyc
06/28/2008: e-Book Review: Miskatonic Mistletoe
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06/27/2008: Manwha Review: Star Project Chiro vol. 3
06/26/2008: Manhwa Review: Star Project Chiro vol. 2
06/25/2008: Manhwa Review: Star Project Chiro vol. 1

06/25/2008: e-Book Review: A-Viking
06/25/2008: Book review: Red Shifting

06/25/2008: Book review: eat.shop london
06/25/2008: Manga review: Knights, vol 1

06/24/2008: Yaoi review: The Devil's Secret
06/24/2008: Yaoi review: Love is Like a Hurricane, vol 5

06/23/2008: BookExpo 2008
06/22/2008: Yaoi Jamboree, Day 3

06/22/2008: Yaoi Review: Steal Moon vol. 1
06/21/2008: Yaoi Jamboree Day 2
06/20/2008: Yaoi Jamboree Day 1

06/20/2008: e-book Review: Ring My Bell
06/19/2008: Graphic Novel Review: The Clouds Above

06/19/2008: Manhwa Review: Magical JxR vol. 2
06/18/2008: Josei Review: Voices of Love

06/18/2008: Book review: Pillage
06/17/2008: e-Book review: Dancing on the Head of a Pin

06/17/2008: Manhwa Review: Magical JxR vol. 1
06/17/2008: Yaoi review: Yakuza in Love (volume 2)

06/16/2008: e-Book Review: Christmas with Gary
06/14/2008: Future of Manga panel survey with Audry Taylor of Go! Media

06/13/2008: Novel review: Vampire Hunter D Volume 5: The Stuff of Dreams
06/11/2008: e-Book Review: A Good Thing

06/10/2008: e-Book Review: Witness
06/09/2008: Yaoi Review: The President's Time

06/09/2008: Yaoi Review: Candy
06/08/2008: e-Book Review: Some Kind of River

06/07/2008: Yaoi review: Yakuza in love (volume 1)
06/04/2008: e-book Review: My One and Oni

06/03/2008: Yaoi Review: God of Dogs
06/02/2008: Yaoi review: Blue Sky

06/02/2008: e-Book Review: Satyr-Day Night Fever
06/01/2008: Yaoi Review: Golden Prince and Argent King

06/01/2008: Yaoi novel review: Immoral Darkness
05/28/2008: e-Book Review: Switching Sides
05/28/2008: Novel review: Sweet Admiration

05/28/2008: Novel review: A Promise of Romance
05/28/2008: Novel review: Little Darling
05/26/2008: e-Book Review: Red Skin

05/26/2008: e-Book Review: Mahape a ale wala'au
05/25/2008: e-Book review: Taming the Mountain Mist

05/25/2008: Film Review: Honey and Clover
05/25/2008: Speed Racer: Mach Go Go Go, Vol. 1 & 2 (Boxed Set)

05/25/2008: Film Review: Hula Girls
05/24/2008: e-Book Review: The Sight of Home
05/23/2008: e-Book review: Cat Scratch Fever

05/22/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: S vol. 2: A Love Bite
05/22/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: S vol. 1

05/21/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Like A Love Comedy
05/20/2008: Novel Review: Vampire Hunter D, Vol. 8

05/20/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Eternal Love
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05/20/2008: Yaoi review: Love Control
05/20/2008: Yaoi review: A Love Song for the Miserable

05/20/2008: Yaoi review: Restart
05/18/2008: Yaoi Review: Hero Heel vol. 2

05/18/2008: Yaoi review: Feverish
05/18/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Immoral Darkness

05/17/2008: Yaoi Novel Review: Gentle Cage
05/16/2008: Yaoi review: Dog Style (vol 1)

05/14/2008: Novel review: Vampire Hunter D
05/14/2008: Yaoi Review: Kiss Blue vol. 1

05/14/2008: Manga Review: Red Angel vol. 1
05/12/2008: Yaoi Review: Pathos vol. 1

05/12/2008: Yaoi Review: A Foreign Love Affair
05/12/2008: Yaoi review: Say Please

05/12/2008: Yaoi revew: Party
05/11/2008: Movie review: Nana

05/11/2008: Movie Review: Love*Com
05/08/2008: Novel review: An Infamous Army

05/08/2008: Yaoi review: A Strange & Mystifying Story 1
05/08/2008: Yaoi review: Endless Rain

05/08/2008: Yaoi review: The Prime Minister's Secret Diplomacy 1
05/08/2008: Yaoi Review: Don't Blame Me vol. 2

05/08/2008: Yaoi artbook: Yaoi Gothic
05/08/2008: Yaoi Review: Don't Blame Me vol. 1
05/08/2008: Yaoi Review: Love Circumstances

05/07/2008: Yaoi Review: Red
05/06/2008: Manga review: Vampire Hunter D, Vol. 2

05/06/2008: Yaoi Review: Bond(z)
05/05/2008: Yaoi review: Happiness Recommended
05/02/2008: Yaoi Review: The First Stage of Love

05/02/2008: Yaoi review: Sugar Milk
05/02/2008: Novel review: Black Sheep
05/01/2008: Yaoi Review: Loving Gaze

04/30/2008: Yaoi Review: Love Recipe 2
04/30/2008: Yaoi review: Melted Love

04/27/2008: Yaoi Review: Love is Like a Hurricane vol. 4
04/27/2008: Yaoi Review: Love is Like a Hurricane vol. 3
04/26/2008: Yaoi Review: Love is Like a Hurricane vol. 2

04/26/2008: Yaoi review: I'm Not Your Steppin' Stone: Shameless
04/26/2008: Yaoi Review: King of Debt

04/26/2008: Yaoi Review: Thirsty for Love
04/26/2008: Novel review: Be With You

04/26/2008: Yaoi review: Prince Charming 3
04/19/2008: Yaoi review: Camera Camera Camera (volume 2)
04/19/2008: Yaoi review: Camera Camera Camera (volume 1)

04/19/2008: Yaoi revew: Stolen Hearts
04/16/2008: eBook review: Bite

04/06/2008: Con Report: Sakura-Con 2008
04/06/2008: Yaoi review: Glass Sky
04/04/2008: More Sakuracon 2008 tease

04/02/2008: Sakuracon 2008 teaser
04/02/2008: Yaoi review: Prince Charming 2

04/02/2008: Yaoi review: Laugh Under the Sun
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03/31/2008: Industry news: Speed Racer at DMP
03/30/2008: Yaoi review: Sugar Milk

03/30/2008: Yaoi review: Hot Steamy Glasses
03/29/2008: Sakuracon 2008 teaser

03/24/2008: Yaoi review: Necratoholic
03/24/2008: Manga review: Antique Bakery, Volume 1
03/24/2008: Yaoi review: Don't Say Any More, Darling

03/19/2008: Industry news: June announces five new yaoi novels for Fall 2008
03/07/2008: Yaoi review: Selfish Mr. Mermaid

02/28/2008: Industry news: Mind over Manga tour - sell your manga in Japan!
02/24/2008: Manga review: Enchanter, Vol. 6

02/23/2008: Interview with William Lidwell, Founder of WOWIO ebooks
02/12/2008: Graphic novel review: Lower Regions

02/08/2008: eBook review: Billy and Bear
02/08/2008: eBook review: Bringo Springs

02/08/2008: eBook review: Cut Bait
02/01/2008: eBook review: Bringo Springs
02/01/2008: Novel review: Body Language

02/01/2008: Novel Review: Don't Worry Mama
01/27/2008: Yaoi review: All Nippon Air Line: Paradise at 30,000 Feet

01/17/2008: Yaoi review: Love Share
01/11/2008: Yaoi review: Crushing Love

01/11/2008: Yaoi review: Cute Beast
01/11/2008: Yaoi review: Invisible Boy, volume 2

01/09/2008: Review: Shazam! The Monster Society of Evil
01/07/2008: Movie review: Death Note 1

01/06/2008: Yaoi review: Words of Devotion, volume 2
01/05/2008: Graphic novel: Essex County: Ghost Stories

01/05/2008: Comic review: The Spirit, #1-6 Hardback
12/30/2007: Comics review: Heroes, Volume 1

12/28/2007: Graphic novel review: The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen: Black
Dossier

12/28/2007: Yaoi novel: Ai no Kusabi
12/25/2007: Comic review: Wonder Woman: Love and Murder

12/23/2007: Manga review: Heroes Are Extinct! Vol. 2
12/15/2007: Film review: Hula Girls

12/11/2007: Yaoi review: Prince Charming, volume 1
12/09/2007: Book review: The Last Days of Krypton

12/09/2007: Comics review: Heroes, Volume One
12/09/2007: Manga review: Vampire Hunter D, Vol. 1

12/08/2007: e-Book review: Cabin Fever
12/08/2007: Movie review: Death Note

12/03/2007: Film review: Ping Pong
11/25/2007: Manga review: Garden Dreams

11/20/2007: Manga reivew: Enchanter, Vol. 5
11/11/2007: Yaoi review: Star

11/03/2007: Yaoi review: Constellations in my Palm
10/29/2007: An Interview with Douggary Grant of SiliCon 2007

10/22/2007: Book review: The Other Boleyn Girl
10/07/2007: Book review: Battle Royale (Novel)

09/29/2007: Yaoi review: Manic Love
09/26/2007: Industry news: Byron: Mad, Bad, and Dangerous TPB hits the streets

09/26/2007: Book review: Pop Japan Travel: Essential Otaku Guide
09/26/2007: Industry news: VIZ Licenses Death Note Anime to Adult Swim
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09/26/2007: Book Review: Hero
09/25/2007: Yaoi review: L'Etoile Solitare

09/16/2007: Kumoricon 2007
09/14/2007: Revessay: The Body and The Screen review (of sorts)

09/04/2007: Manga review: Heroes Are Extinct, Vol. 1
08/19/2007: Manga review: Witchblade Takeru Manga, Vol. 1

08/18/2007: Manga review: Lover's Flat
08/06/2007: Jessica please send me your email address

07/19/2007: Book review: The Boleyn Inheritance
07/06/2007: Music review: GAME: Game & Anime Music Emotions

07/02/2007: Manga review: Dragon Drive, Vol. 2
07/01/2007: Anime Expo 2007: July 1, 2007

07/01/2007: Satoru Kannagi Interview
07/01/2007: Comic review: Feeble Attempts

06/30/2007: Anime Expo 2007: Saturday, June 30, 2007
06/23/2007: e-Book review: Talking About Fungus

06/12/2007: Comic review: Super F*ckers #4
06/11/2007: Anime Expo Promo

06/10/2007: American Elf, Book Two
06/09/2007: Industry news: Byron hits the big time

06/06/2007: Book review: Discreet Young Gentleman
06/05/2007: Movie review: Eating Out 2: Sloppy Seconds

06/05/2007: Comics review: Runaways, Vol 3
06/05/2007: Book review: The Undercover Economist
05/22/2007: Movie review: Densha Otoko (Train Man)

05/20/2007: Book review: Red River
05/17/2007: Book review: Scarlett Rules
05/17/2007: Book review: Lost Layson

05/15/2007: Manga review: Enchanter, Vol. 4
05/13/2007: Manga review: Moon and Sandals, Volume 1

05/11/2007: Manga review: Wagamama Kitchen
05/09/2007: Manga review: Fake Fur

05/07/2007: Manga review: Flower of Life, Volume 2
05/06/2007: Manga reviews: Ikebukuro West Gate Park, Vol. 3 & 4

04/30/2007: Anime review: Black Lagoon
04/30/2007: Short story review: The Hustler Prince
04/28/2007: Short story review: Dark Submission

04/21/2007: Con Report: Sakuracon 2007
04/17/2007: Comics news: Pibgorn update

04/15/2007: Yaoi review: Ichigenme, Volume 1
04/15/2007: Yaoi review: Sky Over My Spectacles

04/12/2007: Manga review: The Day I Become a Butterfly
04/07/2007: Book review: Windbrothers

03/30/2007: e-Book review: Drawing Closer
03/25/2007: Manga review: Death Note, Vol. 10
03/25/2007: Manga review; Loveholic, Volume 1
03/23/2007: Manga review: Alcohol, Shirt & Kiss

03/17/2007: Manga review: J-Boy by Biblos, Volume 1
03/13/2007: e-Book review: First Steps

03/12/2007: Manga review: Enchanter, Vol. 3
03/08/2007: Industry: Interview with Hikaru Sasahara, CEO of Digital Manga, Inc.

02/19/2007: Anime review: InuYasha Vol. 48 and Vol. 49
02/14/2007: Manga review: Rin! volume 2
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02/13/2007: Manga review: Flower of Life, Volume 1
02/09/2007: e-Book review: Snow

02/04/2007: e-Book review: Riding Heartbreak Road
02/04/2007: e-Book revew: Personal Leave

01/28/2007: Anime review: Bleach 01
01/24/2007: e-Book review: Eternal Darkness

01/14/2007: Manga reviews: Buso Renkin Vol. 1 and Law of Ueki Vol. 3
01/09/2007: Book review: Rurouni Kenshin: Voyage to the Moon World

01/06/2007: Manga review: Time Lag
01/06/2007: Manga review: Kissing

01/06/2007: Manga review: Hero Heel, vol 1
12/31/2006: Podcast: Phantom Power Comics Podcast #5

12/23/2006: e-book review: Everyday Spectres: The Collectors
12/23/2006: Manga review: R.O.D.: Read or Die, Vol. 2
12/14/2006: Anime Review: Trinity Blood: Chapter 2

12/13/2006: E-book review: Eternal Darkness
12/10/2006: Manga review: Ranma 1/2 Volume 36 Review

12/10/2006: Book Review: Julius Winsome: A Novel
12/03/2006: Anime review: Trinity Blood: Chapter 1

12/03/2006: Book reveiw: May Bird: Among the Stars
12/02/2006: Comic review: Dr. DeBunko

11/30/2006: Manga review: Project X Seven Eleven
11/29/2006: VIZ releases BLEACH on DVD

11/29/2006: Anime review: Maison Ikkoku Vol. 5 Review
11/27/2006: Manga review: Project X Datsun Fairlady Z

11/24/2006: Women Comics Podcasters Grant 2006 Winner
11/24/2006: Book review: Dr. Sketchy's Official Rainy Day Colouring Book

11/18/2006: Comic anthology review: BAAU Down, Vol. 5
11/16/2006: Graphic story review: Tales of Woodsman Pete

11/16/2006: Book review: José Guadalupe Posada: 150 Years
11/15/2006: Book Review: Going Down In La-La Land

11/14/2006: Industry news: Karl Christian and Byron comics hit the Big Time
11/09/2006: e-Book review: Freighter Flights

11/05/2006: Sakura Taisen
10/30/2006: Book review: Only the Ring Finger Knows, vol 3

10/29/2006: Comic review: The Homeless Channel
10/29/2006: Interview with Toko Kawai

10/28/2006: Manga reviews: Princess Princess and The Day of Revolution
10/26/2006: Industry news: 801 Media Inc.

10/24/2006: Book review: Cold Sleep
10/24/2006: Manga Review: Close the Last Door

10/24/2006: Manga review: Rin!
10/24/2006: Book review: The Man Who Doesn't Take Off His Clothes, vol. 1

10/24/2006: Book review: Don't Worry Mama
10/23/2006: Book Review: Resurrection
10/22/2006: Book review: Dying For It

10/22/2006: Anime review: Saiyuki Reload Gunlock, Vol. 2
10/17/2006: Comic review: Gen 13, No. 1

10/15/2006: Book and Manga review: Socrates in Love
10/14/2006: Book review: An Agreement Among Gentlemen

10/08/2006: Industry news: June Manga at the Frankfurt Book Fair
10/07/2006: Press release: Von Allan to appear at the 11th annual Small Press Expo

10/03/2006: Book review: American Dream
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09/29/2006: Revessay: Unqueering the Deal
09/27/2006: Book review: House Beautiful

09/25/2006: Graphic novel review: The Lump
09/22/2006: Anime review:Space Pirate Captain Herlock: The Endless Odyssey, vol 2

09/19/2006: DVD: The Conrad Boys
09/11/2006: Kumoricon 2006

09/10/2006: Book Review: Puro Muerto
09/07/2006: DVD review: She's the Man

09/02/2006: Book review: Here Comes The Sun, The Spiritual and Musical Journey of
George Harrison

08/21/2006: Book Review: Inheritance
08/21/2006: Book Review: Abundance: A Novel of Marie Antoinette

08/20/2006: Graphic novel review: The Clouds Above
08/16/2006: Book Review: The Meaning of Night: A Confession

08/13/2006: Manga review: Enchanter, Vol. 1
08/13/2006: Book Review:The Archangels of Dreamland
08/11/2006: Graphic novel review: They Found the Car
08/08/2006: Book review: I am not myself these days

08/04/2006: Anime review: Captain Herlock: Endless Odyssey Vol. 1
08/03/2006: Graphic novel review: Pussey!
08/03/2006: Interview with Makoto Tateno

08/02/2006: Book Review: The Black Tattoo
07/25/2006: Comic book review: Insomnia 2

07/23/2006: Women Comics Podcasters Grant
07/19/2006: Book Review: The Mistmantle Chronicles, Book Two: Urchin and the

Heartstone
07/17/2006: Book Review: Endymion Spring
07/16/2006: Graphic novel review: Babel 2

07/15/2006: Revessay: Fullmetal Alchemist -The Conqueror of Shambala
07/11/2006: Manga review: Clan of the Nakagamis

07/04/2006: Book review: The Left Hand Dreams of Him
07/03/2006: Interview with Izumi Kawachi, creator of "Enchanter"

07/02/2006: Book Review: Virgin Earth
07/01/2006: Anime review: Elemental Gelade, Vol. 1 (DVD)

06/28/2006: Anime review: Arcadia of My Youth
06/28/2006: Local news: Enchanter book signing in Orange

06/27/2006: Anime review: Kamichu, Vol. 1 (DVD)
06/27/2006: News: WOMEN WEBCOMICKER GRANT NAN

06/24/2006: Anime review: Gun X Sword, Vol. 1 (DVD)
06/22/2006: Book review: Zorro

06/21/2006: Video review: Para Para Max: The Moves 101
06/21/2006: Anime review: Starship Operators, Vol. 3 Truth (DVD)

06/19/2006: Gallery Review: Communication/Consumption
06/19/2006: Childrens' Book Review: The Cricket Winter

06/15/2006: Rocky Vol. 1: The Big Payback
06/13/2006: Manga review: MBQ Volmue 2 - Big Bro

06/11/2006: Manga Review: Monster
06/10/2006: Graphic novel review: The Ticking

06/07/2006: Nonfiction manga review: Project X Cup Noodle
06/06/2006: Industry news: VIZ Sweeps the Bookscan Top Ten

06/06/2006: Graphic anthology: MOME, Vol. 3
06/04/2006: Graphic novel review: Coffee and Donuts

06/01/2006: Comic review: The Surrogates
05/29/2006: Comic review: Will You Still Love Me If I Wet The Bed?
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05/29/2006: Comic review: Cry Yourself to Sleep
05/25/2006: Graphic novel review: Castle Waiting

05/25/2006: Comic review: Super F*ckers #2
05/24/2006: Comic review: Every Girl Is The End Of The World For Me

05/23/2006: Comics anthology: Mome, Fall 2005
05/22/2006: Manga review: Cafe Kichijouji de, Vols. 1-3

05/22/2006: Essay: 3/7/11: A Lincoln Heights Tale
05/15/2006: Graphic non-fiction review: TSUNAMI! True Travel Tales of South East Asia

05/15/2006: Anime review: Saiyuki Reload Gunlock, Vol. 1
05/07/2006: Anime review: The Law of Ueki, Vol. 1 (DVD)

05/07/2006: Graphic travel book review: Baraka And Black Magic In Morocco
05/07/2006: Book Review - If Only They Could Talk: The Miracles of Spring Farm

05/03/2006: Manga review: Chibi Vampire, Vol. 1
05/02/2006: Manga review: Fullmetal Alchemist, Vol. 5

04/30/2006: Comic collection review: Late Bloomer
04/27/2006: Local News: 3/7/11: A LINCOLN HEIGHTS TALE
04/26/2006: Industry news: Toonami Jetstream Announced

04/25/2006: Book review: A Hunger Like No Other
04/19/2006: Comic review: Conversation #2
04/16/2006: Manga review: Dr. Slump, Vol. 5

04/16/2006: Industry news: Only the Ring Finger Knows novels and other DMP news
04/16/2006: Manga review: I"s, Vol. 5

04/13/2006: Gallery Comic Review: Stars, Crosses & Stripes
04/09/2006: Graphic Novel Review: The Wood Boy/The Burning Man

04/08/2006: Anime review: Hikaru no Go, Vol. 1 (DVD)
04/04/2006: J LHLS 9: Lake Anita

04/04/2006: J LHLS 9: Wanted: Hunter and Gatherer
04/04/2006: J LHLS 9: More Minimalist Fiction

04/04/2006: J LHLS 9: French For Dancers
04/04/2006: J LHLS 9: Mara and the Dragon

04/04/2006: J LHLS 9: The Ring
04/04/2006: J LHLS 9: Don't Stop Thinkin' About Tomorrow

04/03/2006: Interview with Noboru Ishiguro
04/02/2006: Con report: Sakuracon 2006

04/01/2006: Interview with Michael Gluck
03/28/2006: Anime review: Starship Operators, Vol. 2 - "Memories" (DVD)

03/27/2006: Comic review: Innocents #1
03/26/2006: Book review: Deep, Dark and Dangerous

03/19/2006: Wizard World LA 2006
03/19/2006: Anime review: Doki Doki High School, Vol 1

03/19/2006: Anime review: Kimagure Orange Road, Vol 1, 2 and 3
03/19/2006: Anime review: Bottle Fairy 1

03/17/2006: Comic review: Grenuord 1
03/12/2006: Anime review: DearS, Vol. 3 (DVD)

03/08/2006: Comic review: Insomnia 1
03/07/2006: Manga review: Kaze Hikaru, Vol. 1

03/06/2006: Comic review: Raisin Pie 4
03/02/2006: Book review: Star Trek Crosswords. Book 4

03/01/2006: Anime review: Bottle Fairy, Vol 2
02/28/2006: Anime review: Appleseed SE

02/26/2006: Book review: Odds'R, The Odds on Everything Book
02/25/2006: Princess Ninja Scroll Tenka Muso

02/20/2006: Geneon Launches Video Podcast
02/19/2006: Graphic novel: baobab, Vol. 1
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02/15/2006: Anime review: Viewtiful Joe Vol. 1
02/11/2006: Book review: Hark! An 87th Precinct Mystery
02/09/2006: Update on Only the Ring Finger Knows novel

02/07/2006: Graphic novel review: The Freebooters
02/04/2006: Movie review: Brokeback Mountain

01/30/2006: Gallery review: DON'T TALK ABOUT RELIGION OR POLITICS
01/27/2006: Anime review: Starship Operators, Vol. 1 Revolution

01/25/2006: Graphic Novel Review: Owly: Flying Lessons
01/16/2006: Book Review: The Siren Queen

01/10/2006: Book review: Take Me
01/09/2006: Anime Review: Fafner - (V.3) Human Force

12/29/2005: Book review: Alternate Beauty
12/25/2005: Book review: Green River, Running Red

12/23/2005: Book review: Love and Honor
12/15/2005: Anime review: Jubei-chan 2: The Counterattack of Siberia Yagyu, Vol. 3

Revelation (DVD)
12/11/2005: Manga review: Death Note, Vol. 1 and Vol. 2

12/06/2005: Anime review: Mermaid Forest, Vol. 3
12/05/2005: Movie review: Aeon Flux

11/30/2005: Comic review: Submarine File
11/29/2005: Graphic Novel review: Mad Night

11/20/2005: Book review: Why do Men Have Nipples?
11/19/2005: Book review: The Light Invisible

11/16/2005: Book review: FullMetal Alchemist Volume 1: The Land of Sand
11/13/2005: Anime review: Gankutsuou: The Count of Monte Cristo

11/13/2005: Manga review: Rurouni Kenshin, Vol 17 and 18
11/13/2005: Anime reviews: Samurai Champloo, Vol. 2 and 3

11/13/2005: Manga review: Blame! Vol 1.
11/13/2005: Ani-manga review: Howl's Moving Castle
11/13/2005: Anime reveiw: GhostTalker's DayDream

11/12/2005: Anime review: Tenjho Tenge Round Three
11/10/2005: The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 8

11/10/2005: The Noble Nature
11/10/2005: My Mother Hated Gardening

11/10/2005: Autres Forsytes, Autres Mores
11/10/2005: Poser Nation

11/10/2005: Tearing Down the House of Morrison
11/10/2005: An Interview with Phil Jimenez

11/06/2005: Book review: One Little Sin
11/03/2005: Graphic novel review: Spiral-Bound: Top Secret Summer

11/03/2005: Con essay: Yaoi-Con of my Middle Age
11/01/2005: Book review: Alien Rock

10/31/2005: Anime review: Fafner, Vol. 2 Ultimate Sacrifice
10/30/2005: Book review: Ghost In The Shell 2: Innocence After The Long Goodbye

10/30/2005: Anime review: Mermaid Forest, Vol. 2 "Bitter Flesh"
10/26/2005: Revessay: Arcadia of my Middle Age

10/25/2005: Graphic novel review: Beg the Question
10/23/2005: Book review: Only with a Highlander
10/23/2005: Comic review: Angry Youth Comix #9

10/22/2005: Comic anthology review: Blab! 16
10/16/2005: Manga review: Kanpai! Vol 1

10/16/2005: Book review: The Man Burns Tonight
10/16/2005: Local News: Hurricane Relief Musical Benefit
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10/08/2005: Book review: The Next Mrs. Blackthorn
10/04/2005: Book review: The NYC Cab Driver's Book of Dirty Jokes

10/04/2005: Le Portrait de Petite Cossette - DVD Review
10/04/2005: Anime review: DearS

10/02/2005: Burne Hogarth at Art Center
09/30/2005: Interview with Ian of Bay Area Artists United (BAAU)

09/29/2005: Anime review: Tenjho Tenge, Round 02
09/27/2005: Manga review: Dolls 4

09/26/2005: Manga review: Honey Mustard, vol 1
09/26/2005: Manga review: Kamichama Karin, vol 1

09/26/2005: Manga review: War on Flesh, vol 1
09/25/2005: Anime review: Project ARMS, 2nd Chapter, Vol 5

09/25/2005: Manga review: Rizelmine
09/25/2005: Graphic novel review: Indigo Animal vol 1 and 2

09/23/2005: Anime review: Jubei-Chan 2: The Counter Attack of Siberia Yagyu - (V.2)
Vendetta

09/20/2005: Comics review: Angst Boy 5 and 6
09/18/2005: Star Trek: Vanguard: Harbinger
09/17/2005: Graphic novel review: Tricked
09/16/2005: Anime review: Girls Bravo 2

09/14/2005: Manga review: IGWP, vol 1 and 2
09/11/2005: Manga review: Bambi and her Pink Gun

09/10/2005: Anime review: Swords of an Honorable Ruler, Inuyasha Movie 3
09/10/2005: Manga review: Ecole du Ciel, Vol. 1

09/08/2005: Kumoricon 2005
09/05/2005: Anime review: Only You, Urusei Yatsura: Movie 1

09/05/2005: Anime review: Oh My Goddess!, vol. 1
09/04/2005: Comic review: The Gimoles, vol. 1

09/02/2005: Manga review: Scrapped Princess, vol 1
09/02/2005: Perfume review: Ave Maria Gratia Plena

09/02/2005: Manga review: Rurouni Kenshin Vol. 15
08/28/2005: Manga Review: Bizenghast, vol. 1

08/27/2005: An Interview with Rue Harrison, creator of Indigo Animal
08/25/2005: Manga review: Hikaru no Go, vol 4

08/24/2005: Anime review: Koi Kaze
08/23/2005: Manga anthology review: BAAU Down 4

08/19/2005: Manga review: Girls Bravo, vol 1
08/19/2005: Manga review: Beck, vol 1
08/19/2005: Manga review: Blame, vol 1

08/15/2005: Anime review: Daphne in the Brilliant Blue, Vol 3
08/15/2005: Anime review: New Getter Robo, vol. 3

08/14/2005: Manga review: Worst, vol 2 and 3
08/14/2005: Book review: His Dark Desires

08/14/2005: Comic review: Lions, Tigers and Bears (Issue 4)
08/13/2005: Reviewers wanted

08/12/2005: Perfume review: Escential Lotions and Oils Perfumes
08/12/2005: Manga review: Chrono Code, vol. 1

08/12/2005: Manga review: MBQ, vol. 1
08/10/2005: Book review: Happiness Sold Separately

08/08/2005: J LHLS Reviewer News
08/07/2005: Manga review: I"s, vol 1 and 2

08/07/2005: Perfume review: Selected BPAL scents
08/07/2005: Perfume review: BPAL's Two, Five and Seven
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08/07/2005: Adult comic review: Sticky 3
08/07/2005: Adult comic review: Sticky 2

07/31/2005: The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 7
07/31/2005: My Oily Life

07/31/2005: J LHLS 7: Slash Writing: Variations on a Theme
07/31/2005: My Left Ear: An Inspiring Story

07/31/2005: J LHLS 7: Menina e Moça: A neglected masterpiece
07/31/2005: J LHLS 7: John Drake-Moore Art Book

07/31/2005: An Interview with Mike Nelson
07/31/2005: Manga review: Dolls 3

07/29/2005: Manga review: Beet, The Vandel Buster, Vol 5
07/29/2005: Anime review: Vampire Princess Miyu, vol 1 and 2

07/25/2005: Comic review: Robot
07/25/2005: Book review: The Pirate Coast

07/25/2005: Book review: Marriage Most Scandalous
07/21/2005: Manga review: Antique Bakery

07/21/2005: Podcasts 4 and 5 at I Read Comics
07/21/2005: Yaoi review: Yellow, Volume 1

07/21/2005: Yaoi review: Kizuna, Volume 1. The Bonds of Love
07/21/2005: Yaoi review: Selfish Love, Volume 1

07/20/2005: Comic review: Agent 44 Art Digest
07/20/2005: Comic review: Daisy Kutter - The Last Train

07/20/2005: Gallery review: Avenue 50 Studio - J. Michael Walker
07/20/2005: An Interview with J. Michael Walker
07/19/2005: An Interview with Molly Crabapple

07/18/2005: Perfume review: Selected Wonderland Scents
07/18/2005: Book review: Ghost Wars

07/18/2005: Book review: The Never-Ending Battle
07/09/2005: Comic review: Mosquito

07/08/2005: Book review: My Wicked Highlander
07/06/2005: Perfume review: Black Rose
07/04/2005: Perfume review: Nocturne

07/04/2005: An interview with Range Murata
07/02/2005: I read comics podcast number 3

07/01/2005: "Only the Ring Finger Knows" novels update
06/30/2005: CD review: Hotchpotch

06/26/2005: Manga review: Heat Guy J, Vol. 1
06/25/2005: Perfume review: Les Fleurs du Mal

06/25/2005: Manga review: Sakura Taisen, Vol. 1
06/23/2005: DC Comics Press Release: Mad Magazine vs. the Chicago Tribune

06/23/2005: Another incredible podcast at I Read Comics
06/20/2005: Gallery review: Avenue 50 Studio - Leo Limón and Robert Delgado

06/20/2005: Interview with Leo Limón
06/19/2005: Book review: Hoax

06/18/2005: Book review: The Killing Kind
06/18/2005: Book review: Outlaws, Rebels, Freethinkers & Pirates: Essays on Cartoons and Cartoonists

06/18/2005: Trek book review: Spirit Walk 2
06/17/2005: Adult Comic review: Ménage à Trois, Number 1

06/17/2005: Book review: The Black Swan
06/15/2005: Comic review: Putting Another Dark Cloud in the Sky

06/15/2005: Book review: Sympathy for the Devil
06/14/2005: Reviewer news: Lene Taylor
06/14/2005: New Poetry Magazine in LA
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06/13/2005: An Interview with Roberto Delgado
06/11/2005: Manga review: iD_ENTITY 1

06/11/2005: Manga review: Visitor 1
06/10/2005: Reviewer news: Betsy Phillips

06/08/2005: Perfume review: 3 Organics from Escential Oils and Lotions
06/08/2005: Book review: Are You There Alone? The Unspeakable Crime of Andrea

Yates
06/06/2005: Comics review: Lions, Tigers, and Bears 1-3

06/05/2005: Comics journalism review: Palestine
06/04/2005: Manga commentary: Only The Ring Finger Knows

06/01/2005: Our Gardening Editor struts her stuff
05/31/2005: Book review: Snakes and Earrings

05/30/2005: Perfume review: "Portland Rain" and "Dream" from Escential Oils and Lotions
05/30/2005: Manga review: Arcana 1
05/30/2005: Michael Wingo Paintngs
05/30/2005: Stages at Ave 50 Studio

05/21/2005: Trek book review: Hollow Men
05/21/2005: Manga review: Jing: King of Bandits, 4

05/21/2005: Comic review: Witchblade
05/21/2005: Comic review: Hunter/Killer 1

05/20/2005: Trek Book Review: Engines of Destiny
05/20/2005: Comic review: Kiss and Tell, 6 and 7

05/17/2005: Gallery review: Avenue 50 Studio - De la Sota and Montoya
05/16/2005: Comic review: Miniature Sulk

05/15/2005: DVD review: "Initial D 11" and "Street Fury: Envy"
05/12/2005: Book review: Stickleback

05/12/2005: Book review: Salmon Doubts
05/12/2005: Reviewer news

05/12/2005: Pocket Books Press Release: What Happens to Star Trek Now?
05/09/2005: Book review: Cold Case Squad

05/09/2005: Book review: Breaking the Time Barrier: The Race to Build the First Time
Machine

05/09/2005: Book review: Star Pet
05/08/2005: Manga review: Dolls 2

05/07/2005: Comics review: Escalator
05/07/2005: Graphic journalism review: Safe Area Gorazde

05/07/2005: An Interview with Raoul De la Sota
04/26/2005: Manga review: Legendz, Vol 1

04/25/2005: Book review: Time Traders
04/23/2005: Manga review: RG Veda, Vol. 1

04/23/2005: Manga review: Heaven Above Heaven, Vol. 1
04/22/2005: Book review: The Plot Against America
04/21/2005: Comic review: Owly: Just a Little Blue

04/19/2005: Owly on Free Comic Book Day May 17 2005
04/16/2005: An Interview with Phil Jimenez

04/12/2005: Manga review: Van Von Hunter
04/12/2005: Comics review: Temptation

04/12/2005: Book review: The Diva's Guide to Selling Your Soul
04/11/2005: Book review: The Comics Go To Hell

04/11/2005: Trek book review: Ex Machina
04/11/2005: Comic review: Lullaby, vol 1

04/07/2005: Manga review: Full Metal Alchemist, vol 1
04/07/2005: Manga review: Sokora Refugees
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04/07/2005: Ani-Manga review: Ghost in the Shell: Innocence
04/07/2005: Book review: On the Border

04/06/2005: Petition for "Only the Ring Finger Knows" novels (Eeeek! Go sign! Please!)
04/02/2005: Adult Comic Review: Sticky #1

04/02/2005: Book Review: There and Back Again
03/31/2005: Book review: Louder Than Bombs

03/31/2005: Comics review: The Shining Knight 1 and The Guardian 1 (Seven Soldiers)
03/31/2005: Manga review: Banana Fish, Vol 6

03/31/2005: Trek book review: Captain's Blood (paperback edition)
03/30/2005: Book Review: Wicked

03/28/2005: The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 6
03/28/2005: The Jane Austen Tour

03/28/2005: J LHLS 6: My Nostril Hair
03/28/2005: J LHLS 6: Erotica, Utopia and Judicial Proceedings

03/28/2005: J LHLS 6: Krazy and Ignatz 1933-1934: Necromancy by the Blue Bean Bush
03/28/2005: The Coming of the Age of Iron

03/28/2005: J LHLS 6: An Interview with Jon Carroll
03/27/2005: Manga review: Warcraft

03/27/2005: Manga review: In Dream World
03/27/2005: Anime review: Ranma 1/2, Season Seven

03/27/2005: Anime review: Inu Yasha, Season One
03/27/2005: Graphic novel review: The Incal

03/27/2005: Graphic novel review: Goodbye Chunky Rice
03/27/2005: Trek book review: I.K.S. Gorkon -- Book 3 Enemy Territory

03/24/2005: Book review: Shadow of the Lion
03/20/2005: Manga review: Dr. Slump, Vol. 1

03/17/2005: Adult Comic review: Ménage à Trois, Number 6
03/13/2005: Comic review: Ex Machina: The First Hundred Days

03/13/2005: Mini comic review: Family Reunion
03/13/2005: Indy comic review: Vice

03/13/2005: Yaoi review: Desire
03/06/2005: Comic review: The Mystery of Wolverine Woo-Bait

03/06/2005: Giant Top Shelf Sale!
03/03/2005: Trek book review: The Hand of Kahless

03/02/2005: Trek Book reivew: Duty, Honor, Redemption
03/02/2005: Art book review: Underbelly

03/01/2005: Issue 7 Reminder
02/28/2005: Book review: Silent Scars of Healing Hands

02/27/2005: Graphic novel review: Creature Tech
02/26/2005: Manners and Means

02/22/2005: Book review: Wodehouse: A Life
02/21/2005: Blasphemy

02/20/2005: Comics review: Hutch Owen: Unmarketable
02/20/2005: Comic review: Holy Moly

02/19/2005: Manga review: IWGP - Ikebukuro West Gate Park, Issue 2
02/18/2005: Digital Manga News

02/14/2005: Manga review: IWGP - Ikebukuro West Gate Park, Issue 1
02/14/2005: Manga review: Rurouni Kenshin, No. 11
02/13/2005: Anime review: Flame of Recca, No. 2

02/09/2005: Book review: Hanging out with the Dream King
02/09/2005: Comic review: Black Panther, No. 1

02/08/2005: Manga review: Mermaid Saga, No. 4
02/07/2005: Anime review: Boys Over Flowers, vol. 9
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02/06/2005: Trek book review: To Reign in Hell
02/06/2005: Book review: Mr. Darcy

02/05/2005: Play review: Fiddler on the Roof
02/04/2005: Book review: The Martian War

02/03/2005: Manga review: Rurouni Kenshin, vol. 10
01/31/2005: Manga Review: Boys Over Flowers, vol 7 and 8

01/30/2005: Manga Review: Shaman King 5
01/29/2005: Anime Review: Inuyasha, Vol 26

01/24/2005: Manga review: Wild Com.
01/23/2005: Graphic novel review: Flight, volume 1

01/22/2005: Trek book review: Stone and Anvil
01/18/2005: Trek book review: Wildfire

01/16/2005: Comics review: Krazy and Ignatz 1933-1934: Necromancy by the Blue Bean
Bush

01/16/2005: Trek book review: After the Fall
01/13/2005: Panel of webcomics non-experts review: Alien Loves Predator

01/11/2005: Book review: Turn the Other Chick
01/11/2005: Trek book review: A Time for War, A Time for Peace
01/04/2005: D.C. Comic Press Release: Will Eisner is dead at 87

01/03/2005: Manga review: Phoenix, vol 2
01/02/2005: Subway Series
01/02/2005: The Incredibles

01/01/2005: Trek book review: Maker
12/28/2004: Trek book review: A Time to Heal

12/22/2004: Book review: An Ordinary Person's Guide to Empire
12/17/2004: Manga review: Vagabond, No. 17

12/17/2004: Magazine Review: Mad Magazine "20 Dumbest of 2004" issue No. 449
January 2005

12/14/2004: Manga review: Sensual Phrase Vol. 5
12/12/2004: Manga Review: Beet, The Vandel Buster, Vol. 2

12/06/2004: Trek Biography: DeForest Kelly "From Sawdust to Stardust"
12/06/2004: Manga reviews: "From Far Away," Revolutionary Girl Utena" and "Princess

Mermaid"
12/02/2004: Trek book review: Spirit Walk - Old Wounds, Book One

11/29/2004: Graphic Novel review: Less Than Heroes
11/27/2004: Graphic Novel review: Owly

11/22/2004: Resident Evil: Genesis
11/21/2004: Manga Review: Worst (No. 1)

11/21/2004: Manga Review: Dolls
11/20/2004: Anime DVD Review: Flame of Recca, Vol. 1: A Ninja's Test (Episodes 1-4)

11/19/2004: Book Review: Dark Thirst
11/16/2004: Comic Review: Bighead

11/14/2004: Shonen-Ai review: Only the Ring Finger Knows
11/13/2004: Book review: When A Fan Hits the Shit

11/13/2004: Yaoi manga review: Passion, vol 1
11/09/2004: Comic review: "American Elf"

11/09/2004: Comic review: "Conversations #1"
11/09/2004: Interview: Esad Ribic

10/31/2004: Book Review: The Mirror of Love
10/23/2004: The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 5

10/23/2004: J LHLS 4: Cicadas
10/23/2004: Between a Man and a Woman

10/23/2004: J LHLS 4: Mr. Clean Magic Eraser is the shit
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10/23/2004: New York City News
10/23/2004: Coming Out

10/23/2004: J LHLS 4: Paper Freaks in the Digital Age
10/23/2004: An Interview with David Allen

10/20/2004: Issue 6 in March 2005
10/20/2004: Book Review: The Expanse

10/07/2004: Book Review: Secrets and Confidences
10/04/2004: Book Review: The Bush Junta

10/02/2004: Book Review: Shockwave
09/30/2004: Book Review: My Life

09/30/2004: Toy Review: Edwin Morose of Teddy Scares Redux
09/27/2004: Book Review: America (The Book)

09/27/2004: Book Review: Exterminators
09/25/2004: Trek book review: Tales of the Dominion War

09/24/2004: Book reveiw: House of Reeds
09/23/2004: Movie review: Sky Captain and the World of Tomorrow

09/21/2004: Trek book review: Stargazer-Enigma
09/21/2004: SpecWar - Special Warfare

09/21/2004: The Collected Gothic Nights: A Tale of Scarlet Passion
09/21/2004: Comic review: Gone South

09/21/2004: Berserker: The Wild Hunt #1 (of 4)
09/21/2004: Star Trek - Book 7 - A Time To Kill

09/19/2004: Pin-Up Review: Amazon Lea
09/18/2004: Stryke Force Vol 2, #1

09/18/2004: Outfoxed and Uncovered
09/15/2004: Reviewer news: Lene Taylor

09/10/2004: Book Review: Dragon Precinct
09/10/2004: Book Review: Hot and Sweaty Rex

09/10/2004: Book Review: The Immortals
09/06/2004: Between The Cracks -All Miracles Have a Price

09/03/2004: Star Trek Book 1 - A Time to Be Born
09/03/2004: Star Trek - Book 6 - A Time To Hate

09/02/2004: Book Review: "Things That Never Were"
09/01/2004: Star Trek - Book 4 - A Time To Harvest

08/31/2004: Review: Captain's Blood
08/28/2004: Film review: Hero

08/28/2004: Same Difference and Other Stories
08/27/2004: Comic review: "Fade From Grace"

08/26/2004: Graphic Novel Review: Carnet de Voyage
08/20/2004: Book Review: Confessions of a Master Jewel Thief

08/20/2004: WANTED - Death Row Edition #1
08/20/2004: Indy Comic Review: Bikini Automatic

08/19/2004: Comic review: Silly Daddy by Joe Chiappetta
08/16/2004: Ruule: Kiss and Tell

08/16/2004: TEX! domain
08/16/2004: An interview with the founder of Wizard Entertainment

08/15/2004: Hurricane Charley by Kathy LaFollett
08/14/2004: Trek book review: Imaginings

08/13/2004: Comic review: The Darkness/The Incredible Hulk #1 review
08/11/2004: Book review: "Something Rotten"
08/10/2004: Trek book review: A Time to Love

08/07/2004: Comic review: Brownsville OGN Preview
08/07/2004: Trek book review: "The Worlds of Star Trek: Deep Space Nine"
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08/03/2004: Marvel review: Loki #1
08/03/2004: Comic review: Avengers 500

08/01/2004: Book review: "Forever Barbie"
08/01/2004: Book review: Post Office
08/01/2004: Comics review: Specwar

07/31/2004: Comic review: Sleeping Beauty #1
07/31/2004: Comics review: "Prince Valiant"

07/26/2004: Comic con 2004 swag
07/23/2004: Book review: "Deficiency"

07/23/2004: Book review: "Wither's Legacy"
07/21/2004: Marvel Age Spider-Man #5

07/18/2004: The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 4
07/18/2004: J LHLS 4: A Brief History of Punjabi Poetry

07/18/2004: J LHLS 4: Moonlighting
07/18/2004: J LHLS 4: Zen and Zoom

07/18/2004: J LHLS 4: The Doctor Will See You
07/18/2004: Sermitorial

07/18/2004: I was Stalked on Amazon.com
07/18/2004: J LHLS 4: An Interview with Keith Knight
07/14/2004: Graphic novel review: "Canvas"

07/12/2004: Issue 4 will soon be up
07/12/2004: Book review: The Classic Pin Up Art of Jack Cole

07/10/2004: Book review: "The Great Comic Book Heroes"
07/10/2004: Graphic novel review: Y, the Last Man

07/03/2004: Me and Edith Head
07/03/2004: Trek book review: Strange New Worlds

06/30/2004: Comics review: ElfQuest - The Searcher and the Sword
06/30/2004: Trek book review: A Time to Sow

06/29/2004: Bukowski: Born into This
06/27/2004: Book review: "The Bubble of American Supremacy"

06/20/2004: "Devil in the Design" review
06/18/2004: Star Trek Book 2 - A Time to Die

06/16/2004: Pibgorn reruns!
06/16/2004: Graphic Novel Review: "It's a Bird"
06/16/2004: Book Review: "One-Car Caravan"

06/16/2004: A Trek Back - "Broken Bow" review
06/14/2004: Comic review: "Van Helsing's Night Off"

06/13/2004: The meaning of "The Meaning of Sports" review
06/12/2004: Eats, Shoots & Leaves

06/12/2004: Captain's Peril
06/12/2004: William Benson (? - 2004)

06/09/2004: Shrek 2
06/06/2004: "When We Were Very Maakies" review

06/06/2004: "A Day Without A Mexican" review
06/06/2004: "House of Bush, House of Saud" review

06/02/2004: "Buzzboy, The World's Most Upbeat Superhero!"
06/01/2004: We must start our revolution at once!

05/31/2004: Trek book review: Last Roundup
05/31/2004: Graphic Novel Review: "Y, The Last Man"

05/29/2004: Mortal Evidence
05/29/2004: Book review: "Wordcraft"

05/27/2004: Comic Review: True Porn
05/25/2004: Marvel Comic review: Excalibur #1



J LHLS Archives

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/[4/27/2019 2:25:52 PM]

05/23/2004: Graphic Novel Review of "Cats Don't Exist"
05/20/2004: Book Review: The Confusion

05/20/2004: Trek book review: "Catalyst of Sorrows"
05/14/2004: Graphic novel review: Tell Me Something

05/13/2004: "B.A.B.E. FORCE" review
05/09/2004: A "Van Hesling" review of sorts

05/07/2004: Graphic Novel Review of "Kabuki: Metamorphosis"
05/03/2004: Review: Winning Modern Wars

05/03/2004: Wasted Minds
05/03/2004: Comics Review: Schadenfreude!

05/03/2004: Black and White
05/03/2004: Comic review: MAC AFRO

05/01/2004: Comic reveiw: Stupid Comics #2
05/01/2004: Joss Whedon's "Astonishing X-Men #1"
04/30/2004: Review: The Sketchbook Diaries, Vol. 4

04/29/2004: Artbook review: Mermaid Play
04/29/2004: Comics Review: Marvel Bits

04/28/2004: Ultimate Six
04/28/2004: Evidence of Love

04/28/2004: Star Trek DS9 Book Review: Unity
04/26/2004: Film review: Shaolin Soccer
04/23/2004: Comics review: Be A Man

04/21/2004: Comic review: She-Hulk #2
04/14/2004: Graphic novel review: Lela Dowling's "Alice"

04/09/2004: Graphic novel: No Honor
04/05/2004: Magazine review: Beckett Anime Collector

04/05/2004: Magazine review: Yu-Gi-Oh!
04/04/2004: Film Review: Hellboy

04/03/2004: "Common Grounds", Issues 1-3 by Top Cow Productions
04/02/2004: Comic review: Common Grounds Issues 1 -3 By Chris Husmann

04/01/2004: Issue 3 is up! Next essay deadline: July 1, 2004!
03/29/2004: WizardCon swag - Ruule: Ganglords of Chinatown #5

03/28/2004: Zine review: Decease
03/27/2004: Toy Review: Edwin Morose of Teddy Scares

03/21/2004: Trek Book Review: "The Case of the Colonist's Corpse" by Bob Ingersoll and Tony Isabella
03/21/2004: My visit to Wizard World LA 2004

03/15/2004: The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 3
03/15/2004: J LHLS 3: Explorations in Rye: Searching for Miss Mapp

03/15/2004: A Visit with J.F. Elouardio
03/15/2004: J LHLS 3: Orchard Two
03/15/2004: J LHLS 3: Domestika

03/15/2004: J LHLS 3: The Moon Asks a Tough Question
03/15/2004: Don't Panic!

03/15/2004: J LHLS 3: Two-Loon Blessing
03/15/2004: It's in Your Head (Part 2)

03/15/2004: These Poets
03/15/2004: J LHLS 3: Naked Flying Babes

03/15/2004: An Interview with Brooke McEldowney
03/12/2004: I Never Liked You

03/07/2004: APE 2004 Swag Review: The Fixer
03/03/2004: More APE 2004 reviews by FanBoy Planet
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03/03/2004: APE 2004 Swag Review: Boy Trouble, No 5, 10th Anniversary
03/03/2004: APE 2004 Swag Review: Deadly Artisans (prelude)
03/01/2004: Benjamin Franklin and Steve Austin book reviews

02/29/2004: APE 2004 Swag Review: When I Was Brave and Sour Pussy
02/28/2004: APE 2004 Swag Review: Wasted Minds, #9

02/27/2004: APE 2004 Swag Review: The Dream Project, June 1, 2000
02/26/2004: APE 2004 Swag Review: Previews for City of Heroes and Macbeth

02/25/2004: APE 2004 Swag Review: Schadenfreude!
02/24/2004: APE 2004 Swag Review: True Adult Fantasy, #2

02/24/2004: Comic review: True Travel Tales #1
02/23/2004: APE 2004 Swag Review: Adam and Andy

02/10/2004: Book Review: Had Enough?, by James Caraville
01/23/2004: Books for Review at J LHLS

01/10/2004: Book review: Christopher, by Allison Burnett
11/19/2003: Ontology on the go!

11/09/2003: The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 2
11/09/2003: Coming of the Quake Clans: Return of the Scop?

11/09/2003: Nightfall at the Corner of Hoover and Adams
11/09/2003: Rain and Roses

11/09/2003: Unessential Ingredients
11/09/2003: Dispersed Flash Mobs: A History

11/09/2003: By the Ear of the Mule
11/09/2003: Johnny
11/09/2003: Orchard

11/09/2003: It's in Your Head (Part 1)
11/09/2003: An Interview with John Bloom

09/01/2003: Ontology on the go!
08/02/2003: The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 1

08/02/2003: Rowling in Dough
08/02/2003: Coffee for the Marrieds

08/02/2003: Dual Emergence
08/02/2003: Sermitorial

08/02/2003: Haiku Reflections From a Hospital Bed
08/02/2003: What I See

08/02/2003: On First Seeing my Garden After a Month in the Hospital
08/02/2003: HIV IS CURED! Fact or Fiction?
08/02/2003: An Interview with Dan Savage

08/02/2003: The Santa Anas
07/04/2003: Welcome to the LHLS weblog
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Yaoi Review: Barefoot Waltz"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Book
Review: Porn Nation"]

11/14/2008 Entry: "Yaoi Review: Barefoot Waltz"

Barefoot Waltz
Story and Art: Romuco Miike
Published by: Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-595-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-595-7

Review by I-hsiu Lin

"It's unbearable this time of the year."

Abe finds the weather to be stifling. End of spring, beginning of
summer. Words don't come as easily which presents a problem being that he is a
writer with deadlines. But the heat is a reminder of him.

Him. Abe had a relationship with Nakahara two years ago. More like they slept together
and that was it. No phone call. No romance. There was no love in the actions. Two
years later, Nakahara shows up at Abe's doorstep. There was no sense of seduction.
Just one kiss and Abe gave into the younger man's motions. "Let me stay here for
awhile." Just the mere presence of him allows Abe to write easier. The words flow from
his pen like a long time ago. His secluded lifestyle, his closed up heart...maybe they
will change as well. Become lighter and flow like a waltz.

'Flow like a waltz' is too vague of a statement. Untrue for the time being since in the
second chapter, Nakahara runs into a wall as he seeks to close the distance between
them as lovers. He cleans up after Abe, makes sure he eats properly and sleeps well,

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569705957
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569705957
http://junemanga.com/
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but their thoughts are still apart from each other. Then, an ex-lover of Nakahara
appears. The distance that separates their thoughts are as far apart as ever. Some
things just need to be conveyed in words.

After the main story, there followed five short oneshots. Everything took on a subdued
tone with aesthetic descriptions. Not to say they were flowery or overdone, the theme
and feel of the stories is just comparably softer then other BL titles that I have read.
The first oneshot was "Good Sky Sunny Day" which describes the blossoming romance
of two athletes, Minori and Yoshizaki. Minori needed to take Yoshizaki's picture. He
ended up with a bad shot and had to do it again with their second meeting pulling them
a bit closer together. In "Cowardly Hand", Masashi says, 'Let's go out' to his friend Kei.
Upon seeing his shocked expressed, Masashi withdrew his hands and throws off the
statement as a joke. Three years later, Masashi tries again. In "Goodbye Winter Days",
Rin decides to break if off with his lover, Keisuke, traveling all the way to the beach to
do so. However, Keisuke interjects.... Like the main story, there is emphasis on the
time or season these events occur. With Abe, it was the heat of summer. With
"Goodbye Winter Days", the setting was a cold, wintery beach. The story of the
athletes drew upon the outside with the last words being 'beneath the high blue sky.'
These themes framed the stories in a gentler tone. They also concentrated on the
thoughts of the characters rather then just actions. Morinaga in "Take My Hand" has a
'love phobia'...or perhaps a phobia for girls. After walking in on first year, Yokoi making
out with a girl in the reference room, he can’t help but think of him. The second time he
sees Yokoi, he is in the room alone and Yokoi approaches him. "What Should I Do
With This Love?" asks the question of Uno who fell for his senior at work, Kurokawa.
Uno wants to work hard to impress Kurokawa, yet, he needs to rely on him in order to
do well. Perhaps that's what Kurokawa wants. Even though the point of view is on only
one of the characters, thoughts of the 'other' are revealed through their words. And it's
more then them just saying 'I like you.' Kei agrees in "Cowardly Hand" that he too
shared in the delay of his budding romance with Masashi.

The stories are simple but not boring. As mentioned before, the pace is a bit slow then
other BL romance titles, but fits the atmosphere of the stories. The graphic level of
each story is a bit different: sometimes all they do is kiss and others, they consummate
their love on the page. Light humor is scattered about in just a right amount since
except for one or two oneshots, it really isn't a romantic comedy. And it isn't manga
filled with angst either.

The art and feel of the book is similar to "Desire" by Maki Kazumi and Yukine Honami
so if you like that manga, you'll probably enjoy this one as well. The book closes with
another oneshot that features the "Barefoot Waltz" couple and ends their story sweetly.
Something to read that can draw you in, but not to deeply or seriously and enjoyable
just the same.

For another comprehensive review, please check out Khris' entry on the manga.
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comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with
your comment and we'll add it.
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J LHLS is pleased to present the winner of the 2006 Women
Comics Podcasters Grant:

Jenni Moody of the Phantom Power Comics Podcast

Please give her a listen. She's got fascinating things to say in a
great voice with excellent production values.

November 2006

WCP Resources: Leaving this information here just in case it's useful to someone
someday.

J LHLS is offering this grant because the webspace to host mp3 files - which are
usually over 15MB each - is the one economic obstacle* to doing a podcast.

Here are some free resources for setting up and running your comics podcast:

For Windows

No Nags Software 
Has open source audio editing and other software with no ads or spyware (they say)

Clean Software 
Has open source audio editing and other software with no ads or spyware (they say)

CoffeeCup Free FTP 
You'll need a way to upload files to your hosting site

For Mac

WireTap Pro 

http://www.ppcp.libsyn.org/
http://www.nonags.com/nonags/index.html
http://www.cleansoftware.org/multimedia/
http://www.coffeefcup.com/free-ftp
http://www.ambrosiasw.com/utilities/wiretap/
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Audio recording software; costs $19, but you can use the trial version forever

Garage Band 
Comes with your Mac. Learn to use it for recording and editing

OneButton FTP 
You'll need a way to upload files to your hosting site

For everybody

Wordpress.com 
Good place to set-up your podcast blog

Blogger.com 
The "in" place to set-up you podcast blog

YouSendIt 
Website for sending files up to 100MB

Pando 
Software for sending files up to 100MB or larger

FileLodge.com 
Offers 500MB of storage and unlimited bandwidth.

Skype 
For phone interviews (better for Macs, but works pretty well on PCs)

Gizmo 
For phone interviews - comes with a built-in recording function (better for Windows)

Apple iTunes Technical Specs 
You'll need to know this stuff to get your show listed in iTunes (looks scarier than it is)

*J LHLS realizes that there are equipment requirements for podcasting - computers,
headsets, microphones, etc. - that we can do nothing about other than make certain
recommendations for products we've been pleased with:

CyberAccoustics Headset Model AC-850

Logitech USB Desktop Microphone

Logitech USB Headset 250

Notes:

J LHLS would like to thank the fabulous Molly Kiely for our Women Comics Podcasters
graphic. For more Molly and more fun than you can shake a barrel of monkeys at
please visit www.MollyKiely.com.

July 23, 2006: WCP grant announcement at J LHLS M and E.

Journal of the 

http://www.apple.com/ilife/garageband/
http://www.onebutton.org/index.php
http://wordpress.com/
http://www.blogger.com/start
http://www.yousendit.com/
http://www.pando.com/beta/
http://filelodge.bolt.com/index.php
http://skype.org/
http://gizmoproject.com/
http://www.apple.com/itunes/podcasts/techspecs.html
http://froogle.google.com/froogle?q=cyber+acoustics+headset&hl=en&hs=3kd&lr=&client=firefox-a&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&sa=X&oi=froogle&ct=title
http://www.logitech.com/index.cfm/products/details/US/EN,CRID=103,CONTENTID=6776
http://www.logitech.com/index.cfm/products/details/US/EN,CRID=103,CONTENTID=10012
http://mollykiely.com/
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 "Ontology on the go!"

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society Miscellanea and
Ephemeron. Reviews, interviews, and whatnot.

J LHLS Issue Archive: Issue 9; Issue 8; Issue 7; Issue 6; Issue 5; Issue 4; Issue
3; Issue 2; Issue 1

Well, we can start telling gay men that they don't exist in an alternate moral universe,
where anything that a gay man wants to do in the sack, however self- or other-
destructive, is his right. An Interview with Dan Savage

I'm a lifelong journalist. I think everyone is immoral. An Interview with John Bloom

I'm just white-knuckling it with the muse. An Interview with Brooke McEldowney

The biggest danger facing the U.S. right now is ignorance. Ignorance and apathy. This
administration is screwing this country over for years and years to come and so many
people have the attitude that it is treasonous to disagree with our government's shady-
assed behavior. It's absurd. People are slowly waking up, though. An Interview with
Keith Knight

Because balancing a laptop in the bathroom is tricky. Seriously, people still like the feel
and smell of a book. It doesn't need batteries, cables, and you never get spammed.
Also, there is a big difference between a comic at 72 dpi and a printed page at 600 dpi.
An Interview with David Allen

"Anyone who has kids knows the answer: It's nature. Nurture isn't even in second
place. Parents can of course have a negative impact, in obvious ways, but everything
else is cellular. My daughters are amazing adults and I love them without reserve, but
that's not because of anything I did. Oh, wait, I made sure they listened to lots of Van
Morrison." An interview with Jon Carroll, San Francisco Chronicle columnist

"Well, it's both nature and nurture. I can't believe that God would create Larry King all
on His own." An Interview with Mike Nelson

"My super-heroes were Amazons -- Wonder Woman and Troia -- because of what
they represented to me. Wonder Woman wanted more than anything else in the world
for human beings to peacefully coexist with each other. I can think of no greater
sentiment than that, and that's why she's my hero. An Interview with Phil Jimenez
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Editorial Board, Editorial Policy and Submission Guidelines

Editor in Chief - Ginger Mayerson 
Editor Cache - Laurel Sutton 
Art and Architecture Editor - Robin Austin 
Business and Economics Editor - Ellen Bauerle 
Culture and Fashion Editor 
Gardening Editor - Lynn Loper 
Music and Dance Editor 
Poetry and Fiction Editor 
Politics Editor - James L. Capozzola 
Religion Editor - Jane Seaton 
Science and Technology Editor 
Guest Editor(s) 
Contributing Editors: Chad Denton; Tom Good; Jessica Groper; Kathy
LaFollett; Jane Melander; Richard Mellott: Betsy Phillips; Kathryn L.
Ramage; Sarah Rasher: Kelly S. Taylor; Lene Taylor; Ida Vega-Landow.
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Yaoi Review: FreshMen"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Yaoi Review:
Barefoot Waltz"]
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Barefoot Waltz
Story and Art: Romuco Miike
Published by: Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-595-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-595-7

Review by I-hsiu Lin

"It's unbearable this time of the year."

Abe finds the weather to be stifling. End of spring, beginning of
summer. Words don't come as easily which presents a problem being that he is a
writer with deadlines. But the heat is a reminder of him.

Him. Abe had a relationship with Nakahara two years ago. More like they slept together
and that was it. No phone call. No romance. There was no love in the actions. Two
years later, Nakahara shows up at Abe's doorstep. There was no sense of seduction.
Just one kiss and Abe gave into the younger man's motions. "Let me stay here for
awhile." Just the mere presence of him allows Abe to write easier. The words flow from
his pen like a long time ago. His secluded lifestyle, his closed up heart...maybe they
will change as well. Become lighter and flow like a waltz.

'Flow like a waltz' is too vague of a statement. Untrue for the time being since in the
second chapter, Nakahara runs into a wall as he seeks to close the distance between
them as lovers. He cleans up after Abe, makes sure he eats properly and sleeps well,
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but their thoughts are still apart from each other. Then, an ex-lover of Nakahara
appears. The distance that separates their thoughts are as far apart as ever. Some
things just need to be conveyed in words.

After the main story, there followed five short oneshots. Everything took on a subdued
tone with aesthetic descriptions. Not to say they were flowery or overdone, the theme
and feel of the stories is just comparably softer then other BL titles that I have read.
The first oneshot was "Good Sky Sunny Day" which describes the blossoming romance
of two athletes, Minori and Yoshizaki. Minori needed to take Yoshizaki's picture. He
ended up with a bad shot and had to do it again with their second meeting pulling them
a bit closer together. In "Cowardly Hand", Masashi says, 'Let's go out' to his friend Kei.
Upon seeing his shocked expressed, Masashi withdrew his hands and throws off the
statement as a joke. Three years later, Masashi tries again. In "Goodbye Winter Days",
Rin decides to break if off with his lover, Keisuke, traveling all the way to the beach to
do so. However, Keisuke interjects.... Like the main story, there is emphasis on the
time or season these events occur. With Abe, it was the heat of summer. With
"Goodbye Winter Days", the setting was a cold, wintery beach. The story of the
athletes drew upon the outside with the last words being 'beneath the high blue sky.'
These themes framed the stories in a gentler tone. They also concentrated on the
thoughts of the characters rather then just actions. Morinaga in "Take My Hand" has a
'love phobia'...or perhaps a phobia for girls. After walking in on first year, Yokoi making
out with a girl in the reference room, he can’t help but think of him. The second time he
sees Yokoi, he is in the room alone and Yokoi approaches him. "What Should I Do
With This Love?" asks the question of Uno who fell for his senior at work, Kurokawa.
Uno wants to work hard to impress Kurokawa, yet, he needs to rely on him in order to
do well. Perhaps that's what Kurokawa wants. Even though the point of view is on only
one of the characters, thoughts of the 'other' are revealed through their words. And it's
more then them just saying 'I like you.' Kei agrees in "Cowardly Hand" that he too
shared in the delay of his budding romance with Masashi.

The stories are simple but not boring. As mentioned before, the pace is a bit slow then
other BL romance titles, but fits the atmosphere of the stories. The graphic level of
each story is a bit different: sometimes all they do is kiss and others, they consummate
their love on the page. Light humor is scattered about in just a right amount since
except for one or two oneshots, it really isn't a romantic comedy. And it isn't manga
filled with angst either.

The art and feel of the book is similar to "Desire" by Maki Kazumi and Yukine Honami
so if you like that manga, you'll probably enjoy this one as well. The book closes with
another oneshot that features the "Barefoot Waltz" couple and ends their story sweetly.
Something to read that can draw you in, but not to deeply or seriously and enjoyable
just the same.

For another comprehensive review, please check out Khris' entry on the manga.
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FreshMen
Story and Art: Yuuya
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-934496464
ISBN-13: 978-1934496466

Review by Kris

College. For some strange reason new college freshmen seem to
think that all that college entails is hot babes, frat parties, and
drinking to the point of memory loss. In the case of Takayuki
Saito that is his thinking. Not only does he want to party but he
also wants to fall in love. At the school entrance ceremony he

sees the perfect chance. The reason Saito chose his particular department and major
because most of the students are totally cute girls. Saito arrives at the entrance with
one heck of a hangover because of the massive party held at the dorms the previous
night. His bad luck seems to continue. He was hoping to sit next to one of the hot
babes, but ends up next one of the few guys in the department, Hitoshi Sato. Because
of the large amount of alcohol Saito had consumed the night before, he ends up
passing out in Sato's arms.

Because of this incident Saito and Sato quickly become friends. We learn that Sato is
actually a sophomore but missed his own entrance ceremony. Sato is also really quite
serious and works his tail off in every aspect of life. He has a huge school load, he
works part time, and has a hard time saying no when people ask him to do things.
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When culture fest arrives Sato takes charge. When the festivities are over, the stress
seems to have gotten to him. After getting drunk he jumps off the top of a building.
Having a broken arm and some bumps, scrapes, and bruises, Saito decides on his
own that he will take care of Sato. It seems that Saito has fallen in love, but not with a
gorgeous girl. He seems to have fallen for Sato.

After FreshMen there are a few short Chomaru tales. Chomaru is a character Yuuya
created and published as a doujinshi. Not having much of a background on these
characters the stories seem to be a disjointed and uninteresting. But I do have a desire
to check out more from the Chomaru universe.

FreshMen was a refreshing read for me. After reading all of the angsty yaoi I've been
reading lately a humorous read was just what I needed to cleanse the palate.
FreshMen didn't have much angst at all, which is great when you need something
fresh. I found myself laughing out loud at Saito's antics. Yuuya-sensei's art is truly
beautiful. Not only that it was great in the style of the art but Yuuya-sensei played with
the yaoi formula a bit. Usually the smaller, lighter-haired character is the uke and the
taller, darker-haired is the seme. In this manga Saito (the smaller, lighter hair
character) is the seme and Sato (the taller, darker-haired character) is the uke. The
Chomaru tales follow the usual yaoi formula.

Deux Press has done a good job again with the translation and look. There were a few
spots where the original Japanese had been removed but it hadn't been cleaned up
properly and there were white spots in obvious places (at least obvious to be). Also this
time around the cover wasn't scored and so I have an unsightly crease. I'm probably
the only person on earth who worries about stuff like this. But other than these two
issues (again, at least to me) it was a fairly enjoyable read.

I recommend FreshMen for those who are looking for something a little different with
some humor and some really amazing art. Don't let the few minor missteps with the
printing deter you.
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A Gentleman's Kiss
Story and Art: Shinri Fuwa
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-582-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-582-7

Review by Kris

I've decided that I really dig BL Yakuza stories. Maybe it's
because my mother has been obsessed with the Mafia and I
grew up with The Godfather and other mob movies. I seem to
be drawn to the Yakuza in the same way.

Homura Yasobe and Touji Karasuma are back in the final installment of A
Gentleman's Kiss. The second volume kicks off with Kyoya Kuramoto, former host
at Homura's club, basically stalking Homura. It seems that he has fallen for his former
boss. Since the stalking doesn't seem to be making any progress, he goes about using
the blackmail approach. Kyoya knows about Homura and Touji's affair. To shut him up
Homura agrees to go out with him. But his mind is always focused on Touji.

While all of this is going on Touji is preparing himself and those around him for his
succession to the head of the group. It's decided that Touji will soon become engaged
to the daughter Tanno, the leader of Homura's faction. When Homura gets wind of this
engagement, he is beside himself. Even though they've kept their relationship on the
down low, Homura can't help but be hurt. To try and help Homura heal Kyoya steps in
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to fill in the hole. Having an illicit affair with a rival gang leader sure is tough!

If you are reading this thinking "What?" feel free to read my review of A
Gentleman's Kiss vol. 1. Juné made a very wise licensing choice with this series.
Shinri Fuwa-sensei's art is truly beautiful in black and white. All of her characters are
extremely handsome, especially Homura. You can't beat a beautiful bishonen in
glasses. The story is truly riveting. You have sex, intrigue, humor, suspense, etc. You
can't beat that! Since this a tale of men involved with organized crime much of the
story is at night. Because of that there are a lot of dark scenes which means there is a
lot of ink. With all of that ink, some of that ink rubbed off onto my fingers. I was a little
surprised because I've never had that problem with any other Juné release. It was a
little disheartening but because this is such a great story I'll ignore it.

I feel that this is a great title and series. You can't beat a story where love truly
conquers all! I suggest that you read it. Trust me, you won't be disappointed!
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YAM: Bite-Size Chunks
Story and Art: Corey Barba
Published by Top Shelf Productions
ISBN-10: 1-60309-014-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-60309-014-8

Review by Kris

On the island of La Leche de la Luna lives a young boy with a
magical backpack. His name is YAM. I guess he gets his name
from the fact that his outfit makes him look like a yam, a cute yam
I should say. With his friends Marzipan Gato and May and his pet
TV they have many fun adventures. From catching bugs to keep

in jars, drinking magical potions, and dreaming of a beautiful young lady from a local
carnival, YAM and his friends have lots of fun.

These comics are wonderfully wordless, endlessly creative, and utterly adorable.

For a short collection of comics I found myself immediately enraptured by YAM and his
undying curiosity. I was drawn into his adventures from the get-go. I giggled out loud
numerous times. You don't have to be a kid to enjoy this collection. Since they are
wordless you can have youngsters who are just learning to read check this out. The art
is so fun, it feels like you really are tagging along with YAM while he zips through the
sky going from adventure to adventure.
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Pull up a chair, grab a fizzy soda, and a big ol' hunk of bubble gum because you are
heading back to your childhood. The fun part of childhood!
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Vampire's Portrait
Story and Art: Hiroki Kusumoto
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-590-9
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-590-2

Review by Kris

Lou is a young painter. On one cold day a handsome stranger
approaches him. This mysterious stranger offers to be his patron.
He asks Lou to paint his portrait. Sein is a composer. This
intrigues Lou because his grandfather, who raised him, played

the piano. There seems to be something a little off with Sein. He's very unsociable.
Nothing Lou paints seems to satisfy Sein. After a small row Sein accidentally cuts
Lou's hand and Sein's true nature is revealed. Sein is a vampire.

Lou comes to find himself somewhat attracted to Sein. He's resolved to paint a portrait
that Sein will approve of. But a man named Adam comes into the picture. It seems that
Sein and Adam have a contract. Sein gets to feed off Adam and Adam gets musical
scores. Sein had fed off Lou the day before and wasn't as hungry when Adam had
arrived. After Adam left in a huff Sein wanted a little more of Lou's blood. A little
strange since he'd just vomited up a large amount of blood. We find out that Sein had
fallen in love with Lou's grandfather, Claude, many years ago. It seems that Lou and
Claude's blood taste similar.
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One day Lou arrives at Sein's manor, but Sein is nowhere to be found. It seems that
Sein wants Lou to be looked after by Adam. Unable to figure out what's going on, Lou
just goes with it. The story begins to get more complicated from here.

Initially I didn't have much desire to read Vampire's Portrait. I wasn't terribly
impressed by Hiroki Kusumoto-sensei's previous release Wild Butterfly. But I've
learned that you need to judge each book by its own merits and not by previous works.
Don't get me wrong, I liked the art in Wild Butterfly but I figured Vampire's
Portrait would be more of the same. I got the copy a few days before Halloween so I
decided to read it to help me get into the Halloween spirit. I was so happy to find out
how great of a book this is. The story was engaging and interesting. The art was
beautiful. It's a two volume series so you get a cliffhanger ending. I'm not a huge fan of
vampire stories, yet at every turn Juné and DMP have been publishing amazing
vampire titles. I have been thoroughly impressed. There isn't a lot of BL sex action in
this volume but the man attraction is definitely there. This volume has an M-rating,
which I assume is for the blood not the sex. There is A LOT of blood and some
violence.

I would have to say that my favorite part of the book is the two four-panel comics on
the page with the author's Afterword. It plays on BL theme of the story and is really
quite hilarious. Seeing how this is a very serious manga the humor was a breath of
fresh air. Check out this title, it is definitely worthy of your time.
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Wild Butterfly
Story and art by Hiroki Kusumoto
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10:  1569705623
ISBN-13:  9781569705629

Review by Jilly Gee

If I were to give Wild Butterfly a quantitative score, it would be
very low.  The stories are amazing, the art is beautiful and
detailed, and there are even color pages.  It does not, however, fit
the boys love genre.  Oh, there is one brief story that features a

male on male couple, but that hardly changes the feel the graphic novel and justifies
dumping it into the Juné line.  There are a couple of other stories with a slashy feeling,
but if an affectionate and close relationship was enough to brand a story as BL, then
half of the Shounen Jump series should move to BE X BOY.

"Wild Butterfly", namesake of the book and the first story, starts with a hint of the
tragedy to come as the color pages show a tired-looking, dark-haired man with his
students, silently contemplating the past.  Oliver, a young, dark-haired man who longs
to join in the war his country is in the middle of, but unable to because of a bad leg, is
assigned as a teaching assistant to Sir Michael von Straum Liedelhart.  Michael,
despite being a military man who has led many men to victory, or perhaps because of
it, only wants to see peace in the world and teaches the children so.  The two develop
a close friendship, Oliver slowly changing the way he sees the world.
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"Senyoden ~Legend of the Demon World~" is the tragic, ironic story of the emperor's
oracle, executed for simply telling the truth.  An unfortunate traveler wanders into the
home of this now cursed half-demon, hoping just to get some rest and instead getting
an unwanted fortune.

In "The Strange Tale of Shiramine", a teenage boy from present time somehow
washes ashore on the island of Shiramine.  There, he meets the exiled Emperor
Sutoku, or "Akihito-san" as the boy calls him.  Akihito promises to send him home after
he is done with his work, but Miki is reluctant, knowing that the man will once again be
all alone once he is gone.

"Fangs" is the one story in this collection that can be considered boys love, though it is
not sweet and romantic the way that BL usually is.  Wor insists that he is a vampire and
that is why Myong can smell other people's blood on him, but Myong says there is no
such thing and that Wor has other people's blood on him because he loves those other
people enough to drink their blood.  Sweet and romantic in its own twisted, sick way, I
doubt it's what most people that pick up a Juné title are looking for.

"Tomuraishi ~Protector of the Dead~" is the one story that doesn't make me wallow in
depression.  More like an action hero story than anything else, Ko attempts to stop an
evil force from the underworld hat is attempting to send the dead to cause chaos in the
living world.  Of course, things are never easy for action heroes; the young boy who
shows him the way to the bridge connecting the two worlds also insists on coming with
him further.

Wild Butterfly is full of great human drama, the emotions for every character very
strong in the art and in their speech.  The former oracle's shock at having realized what
he had just done, Akihito's wild-eyed planning and insane rambling, Wor's agonized
expression and pleading words, blood streaming from his eyes and mouth as he
insisted he wasn't lying, all made deep impressions, if also greatly disturbing ones.
 Unique and emotional takes on snippets of legend and history, this collection of Hiroki
Kusumoto's tales have interesting plots and characters that require a lot of emotional
involvement, rewarding for its characterizations, but draining for the wringers they are
put through.  Not something to enjoy if you were expecting BL, are squeamish about
blood and gore, or if you like stories that make you feel good.
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Sweet Regard
Story and art by Juji Fusa
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10:  156970564X
ISBN-13:  9781569705643

Review by Jilly Gee

Kohei only had one person that he ever cared for in his life:  his
younger sister, Chieko.  When she gets married and leaves the
house, he is comedically angry; when she dies in a car accident,
he is heartbroken.  He is not alone, however, as he shares his

pain with with his brother-in-law, Shingo.  Despite Kohei's high strung personality,
despite the fact that Shingo was the one that stole Chieko away from him, the two get
along quite well together.  Shingo has an easy-going personality, able to take all of
Kohei's yelling with a smile on his face.  So it is that even when Shingo confesses and
Kohei doesn't reciprocate, they still spend their time together comfortably.

Of course, it's boys love, so things don't end just like that.  Shingo continues to pursue
his brother-in-law and Kohei continues to resist, but his resolve seems to be getting
thinner, to the point of breaking.  He doesn't easily give in, however; after all, not only
are they both guys, but Shingo was his deceased sister's husband.  The advancement
of their relationship moves at a comfortable pace, the initial shock of the confession
and then coming to terms with the confession on both sides, the delicate "will they,
won't they" dance, and finally the culmination of Kohei's doubts and his guilt all get
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equal attention in Sweet Regard.  Because of this equality, the story is a rather even
mixture between comedy, drama, and romance; comedy in the form of Kohei's
interactions, drama in the form of Kohei's inner turmoil and the taboo-ness of his
relationship with his brother-in-law, and romance in the sweetness between the two of
them.

Sweet Regard, for the most part, is a tender, somewhat melancholy love story that will
sometimes make a person's throat restrict, but not so sorrowful that the tears will
actually flow.  The scattered humor make the readers feel at ease at the right parts and
make what would otherwise be one big angst-fest very bearable and almost pleasant,
delaying, if not preventing, the cloud of guilt that hangs over the couple.
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Schlock Mercenary: The Tub of Happiness
Story and Art: Howard Tayler
Published by The Tayler Corporation
ISBN-13: 978-0-9779074-0-3

Review by Kris

In the 31st century Schlock, a green blobby A-morph, and his
trusty plasma cannon join Tagon's Toughs, a space mercenary
company. Here he meets with many zany adventures from a
hostile corporate take over by Andreyasn Interstellar/Intergalactic

Enterprises, to battles with deathly evil bugs and everything in between. Schlock
Mercenary is an online comic at schlockmercenary.com. Every day brings you a new
comic, a new adventure for Schlock and Tagon's Toughs.

I was given Schlock Mercenary: the Tub of Happiness by the one and only
Howard Tayler, creator of Schlock Mercenary, at Anime Banzai in Salt Lake City,
Utah. He is a local cartoonist from Orem, Utah. He is a self-taught artist and gave up a
six-figure income to become a full time cartoonist. Not only was he interesting to talk to,
I found myself enthralled by Schlock Mercenary. It looks like he has a new fan!

With the kooky cast of characters in Schlock Mercenary: the Tub of
Happiness I found myself laughing out loud on numerous occasions. From the
narrator's comments to the author's notes there is something hilarious on every page.
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There is even more enjoyment for the local crowd. From plays on words like
Intergalactic Health Care (the health care provider for Tagon's Toughs) to inside the
Mormon Beltway jokes made it that much more funny. I now have a huge desire to
read more from the Schlock Mercenary universe.

Schlock Mercenary: The Tub of Happiness is the first book (in chronological
order at least) in a long line of books featuring our favorite green A-morph and
company of bumbling mercenaries. Grab your tub of Ovalkwik, pull up a comfy seat
and make sure to keep your plasma cannon handy to take care of anyone who might
want to disturb your reading. Trust me, you'll love it (OMMMINOUS HUMMMMM)!
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Millennium Darling 2006
Story and art by Maki Naruto
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10:  1569700311
ISBN-13:  9781569700310

Review by Jilly Gee

The sequel to the seven-volume Millennium Darling series
(probably more recognizable as Seikimatsu Darling and more so
for its OVA), the many couples of Millennium Darling 2006 are
already established and being put through ridiculously funny

scenarios, some of which are implausible and meant only as jokes.  The title couple for
this graphic novel, Sakamoto and Sentarou, are the ones given the most attention
while all other couples have it short, sweet, and silly.  Although the title couple get
more attention story-wise, they are not treated too differently, their stories also sweet
and silly.

Selfish and childish Sakamoto gets a warning from out of the blue from his frenemy,
Takasugi, that being selfish and childish will only drive Sentarou away.  Sakamoto
decides that's absurd and goes to demand that Sentarou go out with him so they can
buy a DVD recorder; Sentarou, however, already has plans for the day.  Unfathomable
that he could possibly have other friends or associates than himself, Sakamoto follows
him around, spazzing about the possibility that his lover could be cheating on him.  The
next chapter has even more spazzing when Sakamoto's father shows up to tell him
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that he's just set up an arranged marriage for him.

After those initial chapters of Sentarou and Sakamoto goodness, there is a character
flow chart showing the love, the hate, and the children.  Yes, children; all the adult
couples of Millennium Darling 2006 inexplicably and suddenly have children of their
own.  Ultra cute hilarity ensues.  Obviously meant to be taken even less seriously than
the rest of the graphic novel, the children inexplicably and suddenly disappear once a
more "normal" storyline starts up.

I was royally confused by all the couplings (there was even a set of what looks like
identical twins); I mean, a flow chart featuring five or so couples who all have some
kind of relationship (love, hate, familial) with everyone else on the chart can only help
so much.  Still, I'm a big fan of ridiculously hilarious stuff like this and it's even better
when there are guys hot for each other in it.  A comedy more than anything else, it's
like a less extreme version of Gravitation (or any of Maki Murakami's works, for that
matter).  They have their tiny, lovey dovey moments, but they're nothing compared to
the hyperactive moments, character overreactions, and character underreactions.  Give
up trying to understand it all and revel in its absurdity.
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We Were There vol. 1
Story and Art: Yuki Obata
Published by VIZ Media
ISBN-10: 1-4215-2018-4
ISBN-13: 978-1-4215-2018-6

Review by Kris

Nanami Takahashi (throughout the rest of the book she's known as Nana) has just
started high school. Her goal is to be uber friendly and make lots of new friends. She
starts off with her neighbor Yuri Yamamoto, but Yamamoto doesn't seem to be too
friendly. After making a few new friends she hears the girls talking about a guy named
Motoharu Yano. He was very popular in middle school and his popularity with the
ladies seems to have transferred to high school.

Nana is a bit flighty. She went to nominate one of her new friends as the class
president and forgot her name. She stopped to ask someone in her class what her
name was. The person who she stopped happened to be Yano. He gave her the wrong
name and Nana ended up embarrassing herself in front of her classmates. From that
moment Nana and Yano's crazy relationship began.

Nana had no intention to fall for Yano, but fate loves to surprise us. After confessing to
Yano, Nana finds out that Yano had dated Yamamoto's older sister but she died in a
car accident a year ago. Yano told Nana that Nana-san (the girlfriend) was his first true
love. It looks like Nana has a lot to live up to.
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We Were There is definitely a shojo manga. We have girl likes boy, boy is dwelling
on the past, and they're all thrown into a high school setting. Manga soap operas are
always in high school, there's always a death or severe illness, and the boy that our
heroine focuses on is the one who is chased by all the girls. Despite the diatribe above
I really liked We Were There. I found Nana's enthusiasm refreshing. She trudges
along regardless of how things are going in her life. Another thing that made this
enjoyable is the art. It is in the typical shojo style with the big eyes and slight frames
drawn for the girls. You see slightly larger frames for the guys. But Yuki Obata-sensei's
art is stunning. The detail is so amazing. It is so clean and detailed and simply
beautiful. If you pick up this volume simply for the art, you won't be disappointed.

This is the first time I've picked up a VIZ Media manga. For the quality of the materials,
buying it at $ 8.99 is a steal. The paper it's printed on seems to a little bit higher quality
than that of a typical paperback book. The ink stays on the page, which is always a
plus for me. I hate having to wash my hands every five minutes because there is more
ink on my hands than on the page.

I say definitely check this title out. I'm looking forward to the upcoming volumes. What
will happen between Nana and Yano?!
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Pinky and Stinky
Story and Art: James Kochalka
Published by Top Shelf Productions
ISBN-10: 1-891830-29-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-891830-29-7

Review by Kris

PIGS IN SPAAAAAAAAAACE!

For those of you who grew up in homes without televisions, or those who are just too
young, Pigs in Space was a bit on The Muppet Show. In my house The Muppet
Show was not to be missed. I even watched it while it was in syndication. Jim Henson
is looked upon like a God at my house. You're probably wondering "Why on Earth is
she bringing up The Muppet Show while reviewing a book that has nothing to do
with Jim Henson, the Muppets, etc?" Well, as you can see by the cover of Pinky and
Stinky, they truly are Pigs in Space!

Pinky and Stinky is a whimsical look at the tale of the first two pig-stronauts. Pinky
and Stinky have been chosen to be the first pigs to fly into space and travel to Pluto.
During this momentous occasion Pinky and Stinky had many obstacles to overcome.
First, they're pigs. Many humans didn't know how to respond to the fact that the
government was spending large amounts of money on a program to send pigs to Pluto.
Next they get stranded on the moon and have to deal with hostile astronauts and angry
moon inhabitants. Finally they have to try and save the Moon Princess from the
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astronauts. Oy! Who knew that being a pig-stronaut was such hard work!

This is the first work of James Kochalka that I've read. It seems he's pretty popular with
comic book fans. I found the art to be extremely endearing and you can't help but be
captivated by the story. From the first moment I found myself drawn to Stinky. He's the
true hero of the story. With his infectious optimism Stinky saves the day many times
over. I loved how his positive attitude wore Pinky down and eventually one of the evil
astronauts on the moon.

This is a book that anyone can enjoy. I even forced my mother to read it. Most of the
stuff I review I don't give her to read (yaoi is definitely not up her alley), but I knew that
she would enjoy Pinky and Stinky. There is a very positive message that
regardless of who or what you are if you have a positive outlook and work hard, you
can accomplish anything you set your mind to. This message is especially important for
those younger readers. The younger you start encouraging children, the more positive
and capable kids will grow.
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You Make My Head Spin
Story and Art: Kazuhiko Mishima
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-586-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-586-5

Review by Kris

Shindou has just transferred into the roughest school in the
neighborhood. Upon arriving he meets Murai, Sugi, and their
leader Yousuke Aizawa. Yousuke looks like your average
juvenile delinquent, but looks can be deceiving. Yousuke gets

motion sickness from riding a bike and is a bit on the shy side. Shindou, on the other
hand, is very forward with his feelings and extremely confident. Wherever he goes he
always seems to be sparkling. So when Shindou confesses, seeing him so nervous
breaks down Yousuke's tough exterior.

Once Shindou and Yousuke are a hot item on campus (Shindou doesn't mind PDA,
Yousuke does) a new transfer student comes onto the scene, Yuki. Shindou and Yuki
seem to get along swimmingly. Yousuke feels threatened. You see, Yuki is what you
would assume is your typical uke. Yousuke wants to let Yuki know that Shindou is his
hot property (even though Shindou has said that he and Yuki are only friends). Yuki
freaks out. He's not gay. The only reason why he and Shindou spend so much time
together is because Yuki feels at ease with another non-delinquent student around.
Phew… but things still seem to be on a rocky course.
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There is a second story in this volume called Sensei. It is the tale of a sensei and a
student. Mimori has a beast of a teacher. He's strict and mean and doesn't even smile.
But something seems to be off with Sensei lately. After collecting the pop quiz papers
and delivering them to Sensei, Mimori finds out that Sensei has just broken up with his
boyfriend. Mimori wants to do what he can to comfort his teacher, so he offers up his
handkerchief. This causes a brief moment of surprise from Sensei. He then shows
Mimori his smile, which makes Mimori weak in the knees.

I love Kazuhiko Mishima-sensei. The art style is so unique it is immediately
recognizable. The art is very angular and square. You'd think that it could be a little off
putting, but I find it refreshing. My only complaint about the art is the cover. The eyes
seem to be a little weird and I find it kind of strange looking. If I look at it too long it
starts to make my brain freak out. The stories aren't super strong. In You Make My
Head Spin the sex comes up really quite fast and we don't seem to develop much in
the way of character. Sensei is a bit stronger even though it is the shorter of the two
stories. I think I liked it better of the two.

Juné did a great job with the look of this manga. I say that because every Juné title
comes festooned with pink band on the bottom of the cover. Usually it stands out like a
sore thumb. Yet this time around it blends in perfectly. I guess it pays to have the cover
bright pink and have multi-colored hearts behind the illustrations of the main
characters. Nice!

It is a quick read and must have for Mishima-sensei fans (I'm one now since the
release of sensei's First Stage of Love). Be sure to check it out for the awesome
art. Just so you know, be aware that the story is a little lackluster, but still enjoyable.
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Toy Box: Flogger
Edited by M. Rode 
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-406-X
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-406-9

Review by Linda Yau

After months and months of getting overwhelm, I finally have
some time to write reviews for the remaining e-books I have. I
still do have some more reviews to complete. So, Toybox
Flogger is a collection of short stories, dealing with flogging.
There is a definition of flogging as a multi-tongue whipping tool

for a fetish, and usually featured in BDSM stories.

Double Dog Dare is by Chris Owen featuring college friends Rex and Dog. They are at
the same party, where Rex dares Dog to go to special party. Never turning down a
dare, Dog finds himself at a flogging party, where after a demonstration by the other
party goers. By the end of the party, Rex knows that he chose the right partner to
attend the evening's gathering with.

Number One by Jay Lagon was a story with the themes of master/servant. This spoke
about the desires of Number One wanting to serve his Master Ophir. He had been
jealous of the attention the others were getting, so he had planned a perfect night,
sending out Number Two and locking Number Three in his cage. However, his perfect

http://www.torquerebooks.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&manufacturers_id=&products_id=1326
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.torquerebooks.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&manufacturers_id=&products_id=1326
http://www.torquerebooks.com/


Entry - 11/05/2008: "e-Book Review: Toy Box: Flogger"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001075.htm[4/27/2019 2:26:29 PM]

night's plan is questioned by his master, who turns the table on him. Still Number One
has some answers by the end of the night of his place in his master's heart.

Testing Leather is a short story by Sean Michael features Peter and Samuel, who is
visiting Marcus for a new flogger. Of course the story gets hot and steamy with Peter
testing floggers on Samuel. This is actually a continuing story. I was pleasantly surprise
to see Marcus and Jim, who's story I reviewed earlier.

I don't mind reviewing stories like these, the stories are pretty hot, with some wishing
for them to be a bit longer. It is still interesting to see what type of erotic stories that are
out there, that covers this genre. So this anthology is for those who enjoy fluffy bite size
representations of erotica. So read an sample here if interested.
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The Lost Island of Tamarind
Written by Nadia Aguiar
Published by Feiwel & Friends
ISBN-10:  0312380291
ISBN-13:  9780312380298

Review by Jilly Gee

For a long time Maya had believed there was nothing better than
life on the open ocean, sailing from port to port on the warm trade
winds that blew across the Atlantic Ocean.

Maya used to love her life on the Pamela Jane, the boat her
family calls home.  Her parents, marine biologists, would show their children things
other children could only ever imagine, such as the barnacled side of a whale, and
teach their children things other children did not learn on land, such as how to rig a
fifty-two-foot schooner.  As a restless thirteen-year-old, however, Maya is not content
with this lifestyle anymore; she wants to live with Granny Pearl on stable land and go to
school with other kids her age and form friendships not limited to her nine-year-old
brother, Simon, or eight-month-old sister, Penny.  When an unusual storm separates
the three children from their parents, though, Maya finds herself longing for those days
on the Pamela Jane.  Mami and Papi nowhere in sight, the children leave the boat and
wander around on the strange island the Pamela Jane has come to.

The Lost Island of Tamarind is a grand children's adventure, the children's journey
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leading them through man-eating vines, jaguars, pirates, mermaids, evil monkeys, and
other such fantastical things.  Forced to take on an authoritative role in the absence of
parents, Maya makes crucial decisions, sometimes good, a lot of times bad.  Each of
these problems is an exciting adventure in and of itself, moving the story along at a
nice pace; the children never spend so long in one particular adventure that it drags
and the next one is always just as, if not more, exciting than the last.  Even though
there are all these mini adventures, it is not exactly an "episodic" story.  The children
always have the goal of finding their parents at the forefront of their minds and the
small adventures actually all stem from a larger conspiracy, the secret her parents had
been studying as marine biologists.  Fantasy and scientific conspiracy?  Yay!

While I did enjoy most of the characters and plots, I have a problem with Evondra, who
was an intriguing and frightening enemy, but whose backstory was so bland that she
was actually more interesting without it.  I would say that her exit from the story was
bland as well, except that not only does the novel itself hint at a sequel, listings for the
book indicate that it is "volume 1", so perhaps the exit was not an exit at all.  Even if it
is, that doesn't stop me from looking forward to the sequel, more of Maya's adventures,
and more about that secret project.
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Lover's Pledge
Story and Art by Kae Maruya
Published by Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-580-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-580-3

Review by I-hsiu Lin

After one night of drunkedness, Kazuto Haruna finds himself in
bed with Akihiko Takasugi. Naked. Although he didn't remember
anything of the previous night, Akihiko reminds him, "I've bought
one month of your time for 1,000,000 yen." One would think in a

boys love manga, the one month would be filled with hot, steamy guy on guy
action....but you’ll be surprised what actually goes on. Kazuto himself was unsure of
this arrangement, but soon, their time together drew certain feelings from his heart.

Student Body Vice President, Mutsuki Yuasa and popular lady-killer, Gaku Togo have
always been close friends since they were kids. They even shared a 'magic charm'
between them to cheer each other up: sweet kisses. Since middle school though,
Mutsuki discovers his feelings for Gaku during one of their cheering up sessions and
pushes Gaku away. Their friendship remains unchanged but Mutsuki's feelings grow
steadily that even President Shigeyoshi noticed. "I'm in love with you...I know you've
only got eyes for him, Yuasa." Even surprised with a confession from the president, all
Mutsuki could recall are Gaku's kisses.
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Fumiya Sugino has been living with his cousin Eiji since his parents passed away.
Being a year older, Eiji has always taken care of Fumiya amidst constant teasing.
However, being a year older also allows Eiji to teach him things. Since Fumiya decided
to start dating, Eiji took it upon himself to teach him the fine arts of kissing....

Kae Maruya's Lover's Pledge consists of three main couples. The first couple takes
on the titled story, 'Lover's Pledge' with an agreement made between a young student
and a rich businessman. The premise of the story is typical, but their relationship takes
an interesting turn. Instead of having the Kazuto and Akihiko fall into each other’s arms
immediately, Maruya actually has them ‘date’ each other for a month…before getting to
any action.

The other two stories are light with the sex, but high in the sweetness. The theme is all
about kissing. Though the subject of kissing seemed overused, the plots are well done.
It is interesting watching Mutsuki try to figure out the truth behind those moments with
Gaku…whether the kiss was all part of the ‘magic charm’ or if there was more. The
tension between them is light, but it carries enough weight to push the story along. The
same applies to Fumiya and Eiji, though it seems overdone that Fumiya only begins to
think of the older male after they kissed. Still, the stories are enjoyable and the artwork
is filled with pretty boys with flowing hair and long bangs. However, my favorite is
Maruya’s businessman look for Akihiko.

A bit of extra info, Lover’s Pledge features Maruya’s first ever sex scene. Prompted
by her editor, she gave drawing a graphic scene a try and it turned out wonderfully.
(Info featured at the end of the book.)

Another great review by Khris here.
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Tomorrow's Ulterior Motives
Story and Art: Sakuya Fujii
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-559-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-559-9

Review by Kris

Makoto Aizawa and Sanari Jounouchi-sensei have been lovers
for about a year now. Makoto's performance in Jounouchi-
sensei's play has caused there to be a growing buzz around
Makoto's acting abilities. But a new villain has appeared

Jounouchi-sensei's arch nemesis Taizou Oouchi. The two used to work for the same
Theatre Company until Oouchi-sensei struck out on his own. He now has set his sights
on Makoto.

Oouchi-sensei has written a musical based on Shakespeare's Richard III. He has cast
Makoto in a leading role, but Makoto doesn’t sing. Oouchi is referred to as the Angel of
Music and will offer singing lessons by leaving a note in your shoe locker. But he won't
teach just anyone. It seems that Oouchi-sensei wants to embarrass Jounouchi-sensei
by ruining Makoto. Jounouchi-sensei won't allow that so he takes Makoto under his
wing once again and teaches him to sing. It seems the power tug of war has just
begun.

This is one over the top series. At least Sakuya Fujii-sensei acknowledges that it is
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beyond the realm of reality and enters the world of the absurd. I mentioned in my
review for Today's Ulterior Motives I don't really like the melodramatic comedies,
but I have really enjoyed this series. I think one of the reasons why I like it is because it
revolves around the theatre. I really like Makoto. He may be your typical uke in
distress, but he isn't afraid to be vocal and opinionated. Jounouchi-sensei seems to be
head over heels in love with Makoto. This is a really enjoyable series. The art is
phenomenal, especially the cover. It is a gorgeous matte dust jacket blanketed with fall
foliage and Makoto and Jounouchi-sensei in an outdoor bath.

I would have never been introduced to this series were it not for Juné. I must
congratulate them on their wise choice. This volume is not only stunning for its dust
jacket alone. It is also very flexible while holding and reading it. You won't develop
carpal tunnel while reading this work. The quality of the materials is higher which
makes it a nice read.

I recommend this title along with the first volume. It is a fun read and is a great escape
from reality. We all need those from time to time!
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S vol. 1
Story by: Saki Aida
Art by: Chiharu Nara
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-706-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-706-7

Review by Kris

Intrigue! Sex! Guns! Sex! Yakuza! Sex! Did I mention sex? Now
that I have your attention S is a four volume series by Saki Aida-
sensei.

Masaki Shiiba is a detective working undercover in Shinjuku's red light district. The
particular division that he is affiliated with is the intelligence gathering arm to gather
weapons. In order to find these weapons he works with an "S", or spy, that is on the
inside of the organizations that are being investigated.

Shiiba has quite the history. He had a loving older sister, a brother-in-law he admired,
and a niece or nephew on the way. He also had passed his career track exam on the
police force. Sadly, one day his sister was struck and killed by a stray bullet from a
nearby gang battle. From that day on he vowed that he would work as a detective and
confiscate every gun.

Working with an S is hard. You have to keep it on the down low that you are a
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detective and you have to reward your S with whatever they want. After the death of
his first major S Shiiba meets Munechika, a Yakuza with the influential Matsukura
Group. Shiiba and Munechika don't get along, but once Shiiba's higher ups find out that
he and Munechika know one another, the bosses insist that Shiiba recruit Munechika
as his new S. The only way that will happen though is for Shiiba to hand his body,
heart, mind, and soul to Munechika. Hmmm... What will happen?

I am generally not into the whole mystery, cat-and-mouse type stories but I found this
to be superb storytelling of the highest degree. It was gripping, heart wrenching,
intense, and sexy all in one volume. Since I've only read the first two I can say that
each volume can be seen as a stand alone tale, but it does help overall to read them
together. The illustrations were very well done and let me tell you OH MY HOLY
HEARTATTACK!!!!! The full color cover sheet is really quite explicit. I don't get too
surprised with graphic sex scenes, but it sure made me blush! If you liked Makoto
Tateno's Yellow, I'm quite sure that you will like this series. I love it and I've only read
the first two and I can't wait to see what happens in the upcoming volumes.
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S vol. 2: A Love Bite
Story by: Saki Aida
Art by: Chiharu Nara
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-707-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-707-4

Review by Kris

The next volume of S is upon us.

Shiiba is an information gathering machine thanks to his S, Keigo
Munechika. Of course, the only way he's able to get this
information is by sleeping with him. Because of his successes he

is looked highly upon by his superiors, and mocked by his fellow detectives.

Shiiba's next assignment is to work with fellow officer Nagakura. Nagakura has
infiltrated the Yakuza and will be initiated into the gang soon. Because he is so deep
undercover, he won't be able to keep much contact with his S. Nagakura's S is the
lover of the leader of a huge gang in Tokyo. This gang is also trying to fend off an all
out street war. When the leader of this organization ends up dead Shiiba takes up the
case and does what he can to protect Mao, the lover and the S. Will the murder be
solved? What does Nagakura have to do with all of this?
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I know the above summary sucks but I don't want to spoil any of the story. I loved the
first novel but S vol. 2: A Love Bite I LOVED! The story had me hooked from the
first page. I actually read this volume before I read S vol. 1. I was able to keep the
story straight thanks to the brief recaps in the story. Each character this time around is
solid and interesting and Munechika shows why he's a Yakuza. You also have the
opportunity to see a different side of Shiiba. He gets sexier every time. The illustrations
are gorgeous, but the cover sheet is nothing like the last volume (excuse me while I
blush just thinking about it). So far reading this series has been well worth my time. I
am looking forward to the next two volumes to see what happens. It's so intense I don't
know if I'll be able to wait!
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S vol. 3: Split
Story by: Saki Aida
Illustrated by: Chiharu Nara
Published by June
ISBN-10: 1-56970-708-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-708-1
Review by Kris
This is one yaoi novel series that has completely captivated me
and leaves me wanting and waiting desperately for the next
installment in the series. If you are interested in my reviews for S
vol. 1 and S vol. 2: A Love Bite, feel free to click on the
links.

Masaki Shiiba is a member of the elite COC5 group in the police force. His group is
responsible for finding illegal firearms. Because they sometimes work outside the law,
they have to create trusting networks of informants or "S" (you know, spy) to gather
information from. One of Shiiba's informants is a yakuza by the name of Keigo
Munechika. Since Munechika is not hurting for money the way Shiiba gets his info from
Munechika is by using his body. But it seems as though Shiiba's feelings for
Munechika are much deeper than detective and S. He's fallen, and fallen hard, for
Munechika.

Several years ago Shiiba's sister Yukari was killed by a stray bullet from a firefight
between two opposing yakuza factions. The police hurried through the case and Shiiba
doesn't believe the story that they've fed him. Because of that life changing event
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Shiiba became an undercover cop. There seems to be new information regarding
Yukari's case that Shiiba's reporter friend dug up. Not only that, more and more guns
are being sold to people responding to a spam email. A man named Kuro has stepped
up and offers up some information regarding guns.

There's also a new yakuza boss on the scene by the name of Godou. Godou has got
money up the wazoo and police, politicians, and terrorists under his thumb. He's
determined to make his yakuza faction the strongest in Japan. He's also set his sights
on Munechika and Shiiba.

This is one of the most intense series that I have ever read. I have never been into the
crime/mystery type books, but dang, throw in yakuza, hot sweaty male sex, and of
course have it set in Tokyo, then you've got a chance of me showing interest. Honestly,
I wasn't going to read this series but then I got the review copies of the first two books.
Just call me trout, I'm hooked (sorry, that was REALLY dumb). The story is so
addictive. This book has just heaped on the intensity and now I have to wait even
longer for the next and final book. Saki Aida-sensei has created such an interesting
world with S that you can't help but be drawn in. Add in Chiharu Nara-sensei's art and
you have an amazing piece of work. I did catch one spelling error, but because the
story is so engaging I was able to overlook it. Bravo Juné for licensing this title.

This book can be as a stand-alone title, background story is provided throughout. But
to get the whole amazing story, you have to read all of them. Trust me, you won't be
missing out. This is an outstanding piece of work and you don't want to miss it.
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Dark Walker
Story by: Hikaru Yura
Illustrated by: Hirotaka Kisaragi 
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-615-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-615-2

Review by Kris

Tomoki Naruse has the most vivid wet dreams. Not only does he
feel amazing in his dreams, but those feelings seem to linger,
literally. Nightly he waits in a fragrant field of flowers for his lover.
He doesn't know their name. He doesn't know what they look

like. One thing he does know, this lover isn't a chick. He enjoys the sex, nonetheless.

Tomoki is a high school student. He's kind of small, but he's quite feisty. He seems to
be drawn to new student, Yuugo Oda. There is something mysterious about Yuugo. He
seems to know quite a bit about Tomoki. The two become close friends and soon the
feelings Tomoki has for Yuugo are much more complicated. It turns out that Tomoki
and Yuugo are Dark Walkers. Dark Walkers are humans born with the ability to enter
the dream realm called "The Depths of Dreams" while still aware of their
consciousness.

Tomoki is unsure of this new awareness, but with Yuugo by his side Tomoki is ready to
learn about this new ability. Tomoki is a rare breed of Dark Walker called a Barrier
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Master. Barrier Masters are very powerful and have abilities that other Dark Walkers
don't possess. They are also sought out by demons. By Tomoki wakening to his
destiny as a Dark Walker, danger is sure to follow.

Dark Walker is a book that I really enjoyed reading. I love fantasy-type stories. By
combining a fantasy world and the yaoi-iverse makes the story very intriguing to me.
According to author, Hikaru Yura-sensei, the story is based on the world created by
Hirotaka Kisaragi-sensei. The manga series is a shonen title, but Yura-sensei wanted
to create a yaoi themed fantasy within this fascinating world that Kisaragi-sensei
imagined up. Kisaragi-sensei gave the OK and even offered up his services to illustrate
the novel.

I found this to be a wholly unique story. I don't recall ever reading anything like it. It's a
little confusing and I'm pretty sure I'm going to read this story again, so I hope it'll clear
up the questions that still linger in my mind. The characters are so interesting and deep
that I still find myself dwelling on the story. There are some things that are brought up
but there isn't much in resolution. I don't know if this is a series, or if there will be any
more books written. The character named Shana, Queen of the Underworld, is
introduced, her motive for what she does is introduced, but there isn't much
development of her situation. It seems a bit out of place. With the demon Kanan
(introduced with Shana) his story is much more understandable and you can see why
he has a beef with Shana. I hope that Yura-sensei plans on continuing the story and
will flesh out these details more.

All in all, I highly recommend this novel for those who enjoy yaoi and modern fantasy. It
was an exciting and interesting read. It grabbed me immediately and held me until the
end, and I spent most of the time on the edge of my seat!
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The Guilty vol. 1: Verdict
Story by: Katsura Izumi
Illustrated by: Hinako Takanaga
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-614-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-614-5

Review by Kris

Toya Sakurai is content with his life. He has a beautiful fiancée
and a highly coveted job with a publishing company. He is happy
with the way his life has turned out so far. Yet, he seems to be far
more passionate than he is even aware of. He has recently been

transferred to the mysteries division, which he is ecstatic about. He specifically took the
job with the publisher who worked with famed mystery author Kai Hodaka. He has
loved reading books written by Hodaka and would love to be able to read his work
before anyone else.

Hodaka won a prestigious award and to celebrate the publisher is throwing a party in
his honor. Toya is so excited to possibly have the honor of meeting the author he has
idolized for years. After an embarrassing run in with Hodaka at the party Toya feels he
is doomed for eternity in the eyes of his hero. The next day at work he is in for a
surprise. It looks as though he made a memorable impression on Hodaka, and they are
assigning Toya to be his editor. He is known to be a bit tough on editors, but Toya is a
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professional and will do all he can to please both the company and Hodaka.

Toya didn't know what to expect from Hodaka the person. All he had to lean on in
regards to his personality was what he heard from coworkers to the tabloids. None of it
was positive, but the person he met at the party seemed to be personable and
approachable. That’s what he believed. But as time goes by he sees another side to
Hodaka and none of it is pleasant. Soon Toya is to give sexual favors just to get the
manuscript. What on Earth has he gotten himself into?

I don't know if I liked this book or not. I did find myself drawn into the story and couldn't
put it down. Whether it was out of morbid fascination or if I liked the book, I'm still trying
to figure it out. I have always struggled with the forcing yourself upon someone and
then the one being forced falling in love with the forcer. That's how it all starts. Yes,
Toya did agree to the sex out of desperation, but who bets sex in the first place. In one
way I did find it heartbreaking for Toya's fiancée. She saw that work was taking an
extreme toll him, yet he chose not to confide in her. Then he was a bit callous when he
broke it off with her. I think things could have been handled better in regards to that
part of the story. One thing I can tell you that I did like about this book is Hinako
Takanaga-sensei's art. I've only read Little Butterfly (a manga series, also
published by Juné). Little Butterfly has more of a cutesy look to it, but there's no
cutesy here. It is all very, very sexy. Although, now that I think of it, we are dealing with
adults in The Guilty and we were dealing with high school students in Little
Butterfly. Regardless, the art is very well done and it does compliment the story.

This is a series of books written by Katsura Izumi-sensei. I know of at least three, but if
there are more I couldn't tell you. I'll probably have to read it through again to make up
my mind on whether I really like this book or not, but that is part of the fun of reading.
This is probably a book that you'll have to decide on your own if you want to read it.
Because I'm still trying to decide whether I like it or not!
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Passion: Forbidden Lovers
Story by: Shinobu Gotoh
Illustrated by: Shouko Takaku
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-574-7
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-574-2

Review by Kris

There is a rumor floating around Hikaru Umino's high school.
Handsome teacher Mr. Shima has recently become engaged.
Hikaru has fallen in love with Shima and doesn't know what to do
with the sadness he feels after finding out this news. Posing as

fellow teacher Mr. Amamiya, Hikaru lures Shima into an empty classroom and
proceeds to rape him. Shima tries (but not too hard it seems) to get Hikaru to stop.
Shima tells Hikaru that he is not engaged to be married and that those are only
rumors. If you think the premise on raping your most beloved person is strange things
only get weirder. At school the next day Hikaru dreads seeing Shima. At least he is
feeling some remorse for his actions. Yet when he passes Shima on the stairs it seems
like nothing ever happened between them.

While Shima is trying to deal with the situation with Hikaru, Mr. Amamiya wants Shima
for himself. It turns out that Shima and Amamiya attended the same high school and
were lovers for a time. Amamiya broke it off, breaking Shima's heart. Shima has moved
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on in his life, but it seems that Amamiya hasn't. After a bizarre meeting at Shima's
house Shima, Amamiya, and Hikaru share a meal. Of course Amamiya is trying to get
back into Shima's pants, Hikaru is trying to move on but awkwardly is in the middle,
and who knows what's going on in Shima's mind. After Amamiya leaves Shima's
apartment, Shima proceeds to drag Hikaru to the bedroom for some hot, sweaty, illegal
sex (because we are dealing with a teacher and student, adult and minor, you know
against the law). Hikaru was supposed to come up with a way to atone for his misdeed.
Shima suggests they "play lovers." They will have to keep it on the down low because
of the whole teacher student thing. Hikaru is ecstatic!

Meanwhile Mr. Amamiya is not getting any response from Shima. Unable to deal with
things he approaches Ms. Morikawa, the school doctor. The two are good friends and
he looks to her for advice. She advises him to keep it unrequited for now. He can't
seem to keep it to himself so during a work mixer while all parties are a bit hammered
he assaults Shima in the men's room. Oh what a tangled web this all is.

I've never understood the writing of a novel based on a manga. I can see it the other
way, though (you know novel spawning the manga). If it was adding additional story on
top of it then that would be one thing. In the case of Passion: Forbidden Lovers it
pretty much rehashes the first two volumes of the manga. I loved the manga series, so
I will say that I enjoyed the novel as well. When dealing with novel format you are able
to get a little more information on what the characters are thinking. In the case of
Passion: Forbidden Lovers we do get a little more insight, but not much. This
novel seems to have been written around the time the second manga was published.

This is beautifully illustrated by Takaku-sensei, just like the manga series. The
storytelling is brilliant and it is everything that you have come to expect from Gotoh-
sensei. I did like the novel, but I really loved the manga series. You can't help but
enjoy looking at handsome men on every page. Juné did a pretty good job with this
novel. I have in the past caught many spelling or grammatical errors in their novels.
This time around I don't remember seeing any. I was pretty surprised! Good job!

For an introduction to the yaoi novel format, this probably would be a good choice. If
you've read the manga series, you aren't missing anything if you don't read it. But feel
free to check it out if you'd like. Also if you are interested in the manga series you can
check out Ginger Mayerson's review of the first volume, or my reviews of volume one,
volume two, volume three, and volume four by clicking on the links.
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Carnal Sacraments 
Written by Perry Brass 
Published by Belhue Press
ISBN10: 1892149052 
ISBN13: 9781892149053

Review by Linda Yau

Carnal Sacraments is set in a futuristic alternative universe, this
is a world that is like Orwell's 1984 meet Anderson's Feed.
Germany is the leading country of the world and Jeffrey Cooper
is a man who appears to be king of his world. Jeffrey is a
powerful businessman who has the ability to determine trends.

Similar to being a 'cool hunter,' styles are found to peak in popularity and then fall in
popularity, he determines that. As a product of the government's system though,
Jeffrey has a strict regimen of sustaining his ageless body. The only problem he
worries about is the copping of dealing with stress. It wasn't until he meets John that
Jeffrey's perfect world starts to crumble, as he enters into an identity crisis.

Jeffrey first meets John at the subway, where he was punched. Piqued, but scared,
Jeffrey meets John again, where he learns that he is a dissatisfied yet free spirited
artist, who lives on the fringes of nature and society. They become lovers, and Jeffrey
finds himself slowly falling in love with John.

However, my opinion was that love, or even the idea of homosexual love was not part
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of the book as I would imagine it would be. Sure homosexuality is illegal in Carnal
Sacraments, but characteristic similar to the decade of American 1960's, there is an
attitude for free love and anything goes. My opinion of the book being a way of Jeffrey
meeting his personal demons, or the other character's human traits dominated the
pacing of this book.

Brass has written an intelligent and imaginative novel filled with possibility, quasi-
metaphysics really. The possibility is the imagining of humans having an ability to work
forever with assistance from medical science. There are also many philosophical and
ethics topics, that are mentioned, such as the idea of workaholics, anarchy, hedonism,
narcissism, selfishness and greed.

I liked the book for its intellect qualities, and yet I can say that this is not a book I would
normally pick up. If I haven't been able to meet Perry Brass at the Brooklyn Book
Festival, then I would passed by this book. I would definitely recommend this book to
readers who get tired of reading erotic homosexual stories, and would like to try this
sensual book.

On a last note, I wonder which character, the cover model is representing. I cannot
figure that one out, would that be Jeffrey or John, or as an eye candy to boost sales of
this book? Certainly the cover did pull me into wanting to grab my hand on the book.
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Seti's Heart
By Kiernan Kelly
1st Torquere Press Printing January 2008
Also available as an e-book

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Seeing how it's so close to Halloween, I thought I'd review a sexy
horror story. Looking in my e-book folder, I found a novel about a
mummy I was supposed to have reviewed back in the spring.
Oops! Since it had hibernated for so long, I thought I'd better
resurrect it, like the mummy it's about. Being familiar with
Torquere Press' usual fare, I took for granted it would be a hot,

sexy gay love story. Much to my surprise, it was a very good story as well. Good
enough to be made into a movie, if it weren't for the gay love story. Let's hope some
enlightened film producer takes a stab at it in the not too distant future.

The story begins in the distant past, 5,000 years ago in Egypt's Nile Valley, in the
camp of the Children of Setekh. Their handsome young king, Seti, a brave warrior and
a powerful sorcerer, has been driven half-mad with grief by the death of his lover
Ashai. The young man was murdered by the king's enemies, who seek to make a
weaker man king so they can divvy up the king's power amongst themselves. Calling
up the power of the desert winds, Seti destroys all his enemies and curses Setekh, the
patron god of his tribe, for aiding and abetting their treachery.
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But Setekh, also known as Set, the crocodile-headed "bad boy" of the Egyptian
pantheon, is not a god you can insult lightly. So he curses Seti in return, to five
thousand years of oblivion, a living death within a mummy's sarcophagus. To make
matters worse, Seti's heart (which the ancient Egyptians considered the center of
intelligence, rather than the brain, which was always removed and discarded) is the
only organ cut out of his still living body (instead of the more important organs like the
liver, lungs, stomach and intestines) and put into a canopic jar inside his coffin. So Seti
is doomed to a twilight existence inside his solid gold sarcophagus, until five thousand
years have passed and his heart has been reunited with his body.

Five thousand years later in New York City, in the basement of the National Museum
of Natural History (which sounds an awful lot like the Museum of Natural History here
in my fair city), a curious young graduate student named Logan Ashton, assistant to
Dr. Lincoln Perry, Curator of Relics, falls victim to an attack of overwhelming curiosity
while dusting off the huge collection of relics. Despite Dr. Perry's warning never to
open the door of a certain room, Logan finds himself compelled, like Bluebeard's wife,
to open the forbidden door, behind which is hidden the solid gold sarcophagus of King
Seti.

Once inside the secret room, Logan finds himself fascinated by the lifelike effigy of Seti
carved on the lid of the coffin, depicting the handsome warrior-king wearing nothing
but long, beaded braids, a jeweled torq around his neck and a scrolled bracelet on his
right bicep, his flaccid but impressive naughty bits also carved in realistic detail. Logan
then feels another strong compulsion to open the mummy's tomb and takes a crowbar
to the coffin lid. Once the mummy is revealed, it isn't long before Logan picks up the
pink quartz canopic jar containing Seti's heart, long since turned to dust, inscribed with
hieroglyphics that say: CURSED IS HE WHO HAS NO HEART. While examining the
jar, Logan accidentally breaks the seal, which looks like Setekh's head, and spills the
ashes of Seti's heart right on the mummy's chest. It isn't long before our boy Seti
comes busting out and is once more among the living, standing in the splendid flesh
among the ruins of his sarcophagus, staring in amazement at the green-eyed graduate
student who resembles his murdered lover Ashai.

The story goes from humorous to horrific by turns. One minute you're laughing over
Seti's "fish out of water" adjustments to the 21st Century, like when Logan is forced to
buy him a souvenir tee shirt, sweatpants and flip-flops from the museum gift shop to
cover his nakedness, explaining that "You can't run around New York in nothing but
your skin. People don't do that anymore. We're civilized now," and Seti, accustomed to
the near-nakedness common to the desert climate of Egypt, complains, "How is
covering yourself with cloth from neck to ankle when it is not needed for protection from
the elements a mark of progress?" (In case you're wondering how Seti learned to
speak English so well, remember that he spent the last five thousand years imprisoned
in a box, aware of everything around him, with nothing to do but sleep and listen to the
voices outside his box after he was discovered fifty years ago, which is how he learned
to speak our language.) When Logan takes him to a local bar for his first meal, Seti
likes the taste of hamburgers but hates Budweiser Beer, claiming that real beer is
supposed to taste "sweet and fruity." I guess that's how they brewed it way back then.

The next minute you're shivering over the description of a cold-blooded scientific plot
to steal immortality by a group of aging archeologists who discovered Seti's tomb fifty
years ago, led by an immoral millionaire, Ethan Wilder, who sounds a lot like Donald
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Trump. I pictured him in my mind as looking more like Malcolm McDowell, after I read
his physical description. But he's the most villainous villain I've ever seen between the
pages of a book, complete with amoral henchmen and his own private hit man, whom
he promptly sends after poor old Professor Perry for allowing Seti to slip through his
fingers. Then he goes after Logan, and his friends, who are hiding him and Seti. A
good friend of Logan gets killed and the young man goes after Wilder for revenge,
followed by the love-struck Seti, determined to protect his new lover from his former
lover's fate. Then the old Egyptian gods decide to stick their immortal selves into
mortal affairs. It gets pretty crowded in the pages of Kelly's book, but "All's well that
ends well," as another great immortal once wrote. The sex scenes aren't as abundant
as they usually are in a Torquere Press book, but they're well written, filled with
tenderness, passion and excitement.

To sum up, Kiernan Kelly's novel is a cut above the usual Torquere fare, just as Seti is
a cut above your usual mummy. I was pleasantly surprised to find it was a real story
with mystery, suspense, romance and royalty, just like they try to teach you to write in
every Creative Writing class from junior high to collage. I think you'll be pleasantly
surprised by Seti's Heart, too. Try and get it for Halloween, it makes a nice change from
all the werewolf and vampire stories.
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Barefoot Waltz
Story and Art: Romuco Miike
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-595-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-595-7

Review by Kris

Barefoot Waltz by Romuco Miike is a one-shot collection. This
is the last one-shot collection out of this round of Juné releases.
Luckily in the next round there was only one one-shot collection.

The first one-shot story Barefoot Waltz, Come Here, and Summer Cold are the longest
of the stories. Abe is an author and somewhat of a loner. At the beginning of the
summer he always feel a bit sluggish and a young man takes up his thoughts by the
name of Katsumi Nakahara. Two years ago Nakahara worked for the company that
publishes Abe's work. When Nakahara had come to pick up the manuscript they had a
night of sweaty sex. Now two years from that time Nakahara has shown up on Abe's
step unable to get sensei out of his head. It seems Nakahara fell in love with Abe and
has no where else to go.

In Good Sky Sunny Day Minori was once a track star but wound up injured. At that
point he decided to become a photographer. Minori seems to be infatuated with pole-
vaulter Yoshizaki. Feelings may be reciprocated. With Cowardly Hand Keii and
Masashi have been friends for a while now. But when they were in school Masashi
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confessed his love to Keii. Keii was a bit freaked out. Masashi noticed that and told him
it was only a joke. Now that they're older, I'm thinking that they are harboring strong
emotions yet they are too chicken to do anything about it. We meet Rin and Keisuke in
Goodbye, Winter Days. They started a relationship but in the back of their minds both
Rin and Keisuke think that the other one is actually in love with mutual female friend of
theirs.

Take My Hand deals with a guy with a love phobia. Kyousuke has the ability to cause
girls around him to fight. It kind of scares him. When he went into the reference room to
get some materials for class. But two students were getting it on in there and it caught
him off guard. Morinaga, one of the students, seemed to be attracted to Kyousuke.
Hmm…What Should I Do With This Love is a typical yaoi office romance. Uno is
attracted to Kurokawa, one of his co-workers. He wants to improve his skills so he can
feel confident in being by Kurokawa's side. I wonder, will it work?

I think I need to take a break from yaoi one shots. In some cases when I'm one-shotted
out, if I find a truly magnificent one I'm able to over look the fact that it is a collection of
one-shots. With Barefoot Waltz, it wasn't one of them. The only thing that really
stood out for me was the beautifully drawn cover image on the dust jacket. I wasn't
disappointed in Barefoot Waltz, it just didn't have the oomph it needed to get me
excited about it. The stories were all a little too formulaic. The art in this volume is
somewhat simple looking. It's not super detailed. It has kind of an unfinished look to it.
It definitely is unique, but it doesn't really grab me. I liked it well enough but its not one
that I would have gone out of my way to purchase. Of course Juné did a wonderful job
in the presentation of the book. With the larger trim size and the full color dust jacket
makes it very pleasing to the eye.

I'm not going to say whether or not you should read Barefoot Waltz but I'm pretty
sure I probably won't read this manga as often as I read some of my other titles. If you
read it, cool. If you choose not to read it, that's cool too. You aren't missing out on
anything major.
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Kabuki vol. 1 - Flower
Story and Art: Yukari Hashida
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-592-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-592-6

Review by Kris

Death will never separate these lovers.

Kounosuke is the young master of Kiyonari Castle during the
Tenshou Era (between 1573-1592 AD – thanks to the manga for

publishing those dates). He has a young page named Kageya. During a siege the
castle had been breached and the enemy was making its way to where Kounosuke
and Kageya had retreated. Knowing that there was no option but death the two lovers
swore to one another that they would search for each other in the next life. The next
thing you know Kounosuke is lying in a modern hospital bed. He is utterly confused.
Where on earth is Kounosuke?

There was a fire at young master Kounosuke's mansion. It seems that Kageya has
gotten fatter and balder and Kounosuke is in the body of a 17-year-old. Kounosuke is
suffering from amnesia. Yet the man at his side says he's Kageya. He isn't
Kounosuke's Kageya. Since the mansion is going to have to be cleaned up and repairs
made Kageya takes him to his home. While there he meets another Kageya, Gorou
Kageya. This Kageya is younger and looks a little more like Kounosuke's Kageya, yet
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he's still quite a bit older than the current Kounosuke. Kounosuke feels that Gorou
Kageya is his. But a third Kageya comes into the picture, Shirou Kageya. Oy! That's a
lot of Kageyas. Which one is Kounosuke's Kageya?

Once the Kageya mess is straightened out (we were all hoping it was Shirou) it's time
for Kounosuke to get back to his normal routine, with one exception. Kounosuke
doesn't remember anything about his life before his accident. He just remembers the
time during the Tenshou Era. It's all very frustrating to Kounosuke. Not only can he not
remember anything but he's in high school and Shirou is an adult.

I'm sorry if I confused you with the above synopsis of Kabuki vol. 1. This is a pretty
complicated story to describe. You switch between past and present for the first two
parts of the first chapter. But it does that to establish the eternal feel of the story.
Besides anytime you have backstory it takes some time to lay it all down. When I first
started reading Kabuki I had to read the first chapter twice just to get basics of the
story down. Once I got a grasp on the whole thing it finally all made sense.

I know I've said in previous reviews that I would judge a book based on the cover (and
not be impressed by said cover) and then be pleasantly surprised when I made the
plunge (ie: Yugi Yamada, Makoto Tateno, Shiuko Kano, Hyouta Fujiyama, and
Momoko Tenzen are just a few). Yukari Hashida-sensei belongs on this list. Seeing the
cover, I wasn't terribly impressed by the art. I had no desire to read this book and was
thinking in the back of my mind that if I didn't get a review copy of Kabuki I wouldn't
be missing anything. I was also judging this book by my opinion on the cover of Waru,
another Hashida-sensei title published by Juné. Man, was I wrong in my opinions! I
may not be a fan of the cover, but the book was amazing. You'd think that this book
would be some deep philosophical read but it's actually got a great amount of humor
between those two covers. Hashida-sensei's art has a real ethereal quality to it. Her
chibi renderings are just what they are supposed to be. Also the characters are drawn
so expressively. You can tell what they are thinking just by looking at them. My only
complaint is all her semes look alike and seem to share the same hairstyle and all her
ukes look similar and have the same hairdo as well.

Because of Kabuki vol. 1 I made the venture to Waru and I now want more Yukari
Hashida available here in the states. For those diamonds in the rough, Juné sure
knows how to polish them up and present them in all their stunning glory. I love to read
amazing titles in the larger size. I love to show off amazing titles in the larger size. The
dust jacket makes it that much more beautiful. Hashida-sensei's work falls into this
category.

I look forward to the rest of the series. I know that there are currently four volumes,
and volume two comes out in December. Don’t let the cover scare you off like it did
initially for me. I was so pleasantly surprised that I'm really kicking myself now. Why did
it take me so long to cross over to Yukari Hashida-sensei's side! If you do anything
after reading this review, it better be picking up a copy of Kabuki vol. 1!
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Passionate Theory
Story and Art: Ayumi Kano
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-578-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-578-0

Review by Kris

Midori Komasawa wants to study overseas. He is passionate
about math. Midori failed to tell his best friend Arie Kanoh about
going overseas. It seems that Kanoh has deeper feelings for
Midori than just friendship. But there seems to be a rival on the

scene for Midori's feelings. Gin Hanabusa is Midori's cousin, a math teacher at Midori
and Kanoh's school, and Kanoh's former math tutor. Kanoh knows first hand how
Hanabusa feels about Midori (at least he thinks he knows). Here begins our bizarre
love triangle of math.

Midori's parents were killed in an accident when he was younger and was raised by his
aunt and uncle, Hanabusa's parents. Kanoh learned about Midori through Hanabusa.
Hanabusa would tell stories about Midori to Kanoh. Kanoh could tell how much
Hanabusa cared for his cousin. Soon Kanoh and Midori, thanks to Hanabusa, became
good friends. But the friendship is now strained. Kanoh has fallen for Midori and he has
seen how much Midori cares for Hanabusa. Kanoh decided to start pulling away from
Midori, starting with pulling out of the math electives. Both Midori and Hanabusa are
hurt. Who loves whom?
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Passionate Theory is about as exciting as proving Geometry theorems. Initially I
thought the idea of using math as part of your story was unique, but this follows the
yaoi manga formula a little too closely. We have the typical love triangle, one of the
main character's parents getting killed and being raised by aunts and uncles, falling in
love with your best friend, and the possible attraction between cousins. Ugh! I really
wanted to like Passionate Theory, but I found it to be more than somewhat
confusing. While reading the inner thoughts of the characters, you have no idea whose
mind you are reading.

The only redeeming quality to this manga is the art. Yes, Midori's eyes are unnaturally
large, but I guess that's just to show his innocence. Ayumi Kano-sensei's art is simple
but still beautiful. The characters each have distinctive looks and it is easy to tell each
of them apart. Juné also made it a beautiful product. The larger size, full color dust
jacket that actually hugs the book nicely, and higher quality paper make it a nice book.
It's also very flexible with out being too flimsy.

It's a toss up. Would I rather do Calculus or Differential Equations instead of reading
Passionate Theory? Since I'm not a huge fan of math, I'd rather read Passionate
Theory. But only for the art.
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Lake Anita
By Allison Burnett

Late one night, driving cross-country, my friend and I stopped at a campsite in Lake
Anita, Iowa. The attendant had already fallen asleep, so we drove our station wagon
slowly over the gravel drive, past the admission gate, and up a winding road to a hill
overlooking miles of low, dark countryside.

Later, when my friend was asleep, I slipped out for a walk. I was eighteen then and
deeply romantic -- about the world and about myself. Whenever I was alone at night,
walking home from a party or a late club meeting at school, I would look into the sky,
whether it was starry or shedding snow or simply black, and I would be overwhelmed
by the certainty that I was going to be famous someday, and, more important than all
the possessions my celebrity would bring me, or the comfort for my ego, it would allow
me to meet, dazzle, and marry the woman of my dreams. I couldn't see her, but I knew
she would be a superb paradox: gentle and tough, sensual and distant, wise and
impulsive -- like no one I had ever known. Walking home through summer wind or over
autumn leaves, I would do all I could to suppress the great cry of anticipation that rose
in me, like a child's hands reaching up to be carried.

That night in Lake Anita I stood on a rock ledge and gazed up at a flawless yellow
moon, and, without thinking, I unzipped my pants. Like the creative acts all egoistic
youths, my onanism that night was entirely self-conscious. I saw myself in grandiose
terms: I was a pagan at prayer, a young artist aspiring to metaphor. With the moon as
my goddess and mirror, I was christening my voyage toward a brilliant destiny. My
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friend might have woken up and surprised me -- anyone might have seen -- but I didn't
care. There was only my longing and the innocent target of the Midwestern moon.

I had rarely thought much about that night in Lake Anita until ten years later when I
was on a bus trip to Maine. I was waiting for my connection in Boston when I noticed a
young woman in line ahead of me. She caught my attention because, unlike those of
the other hundred or so distracted people around me, her brow was pushed hard into a
book. She was in her own world and content to be.

Later, on the bus, I spotted her sitting a row ahead of me, across the aisle, still reading,
and I noticed that she was lovely. Her hair swept past her soft profile in glimmering
strands that went from honey brown at the roots to yellow at the tips. Her skin was
tanned and uniformly smooth. Her eyes were narrow like a wolf's. She was sitting next
to a gum-chewing girl of about twelve -- her kid sister, I assumed -- who was flipping
lazily through a teen magazine. Unable to control my curiosity, I rose out of my chair
until I could see what the older girl was reading. When I saw, my heart stopped.

The Communist Manifesto.

Soon we pulled into the town where I was to switch buses. I lugged my suitcase into
the aisle. The older girl glanced up at me, her eyes sparkling and very blue.

"I just want to say that I admire the juxtaposition," I said. "Seventeen magazine and
Karl Marx."

Lines appeared in her cheeks and near her eyes and she broke into unrestrained
laughter. Her sister did not bother to look over.

"Why are you reading that?" I asked, touching the cover of the book. "For a class?"

She shook her head.

"For fun?"

She grinned and shrugged. "No. Just for myself."

I was barely able to contain my excitement.

Three minutes later, I stood on a cement ramp, sipping coffee, my body knotted and
perspiring. Below, in the tinted window of the bus, the girl's silhouette was visible. She
was looking out at me, seeing me see her. I turned away, angry and ashamed. She
had liked me, but I had hurried away like a coward. Why? My bus wasn't leaving for
another twenty minutes. Why hadn't I spoken to her longer? Why had I escaped?

A decade had passed since Lake Anita, but I realized that I had never really left, never
outgrown the quixotic notions about love I held when I was a teenager. I was still
aching toward the unreachable, still sustained by impossible longings, still loving my
dreams more than I do life. Of course I had escaped.

That young woman with her nose in a great book had been as beautiful to me as the
moon, as distant and as purely golden.
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Allison Burnett, a Los Angeles-based writer and film director, can be reached at
www.AllisonBurnett.com. His debut novel, "Christopher", reviewed at J LHLS, was a
finalist for the 2004 PEN Center USA Literary Award in Fiction. His second novel, "The
House Beautiful," will be published this September, by Carroll & Graf.
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Wanted: Hunter and Gatherer
By Jessica Groper

Five months after graduating from college, Andrew and I were frozen in our lives of
unemployment. Our windfall high-paying summer internships had not led to permanent
jobs as we'd hoped and the money we'd saved on the off chance that we'd be
unemployed was beginning to run out.

We were trying very hard not to give in to necessity and take minimum wage paying
jobs. We wanted to believe that the very expensive college degrees we'd gone into
severe debt for would prove to be the tickets to a higher level of job opportunities.
Every day we took turns on my laptop, searching the employment websites and e-
mailing resumes. When one of us had an interview we'd research the company and try
to come up with original answers to the predictable questions.

In the evenings we'd eat feasts of tuna fish, saltines, instant ramen, and, as a treat,
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. We pooled all our money into one bank account
and carefully budgeted every cent. One evening, after convincing ourselves that we
could bear to continue eating the way we had been and agreeing that we'd keep all
lights in our little rented guest house turned off at night unless they were needed, we
figured out that we had enough money to pay bills and survive unemployed for two
more months

We sat at the kitchen table, Andrew and I, staring at each other. Two months isn't a
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very long time and we were already having nauseous reactions to the smell of tuna
and the texture of ramen noodles. Overwhelmed by the silence in the kitchen I stood
up and turned off the tiny light over the stove. Andrew turned in his chair to watch me.

"I could call my parents..."

"We said we wouldn't do that."

"I know."

"I could apply for the job at the video store."

"I could do that too."

"I don't want to."

"Me neither."

Too depressed to deal with the situation any more, I went to bed. Andrew followed
soon after. When we woke up in the morning we both headed straight for the
computer. We had begun to turn into laptop zombies in the passing weeks. Every day
began and ended with an e-mail check, just in case one of our job applications had
gotten a response. We didn't seem to be capable of going more than an hour without
checking in. That morning there was no e-mail waiting to rescue us. Andrew offered to
make breakfast, but my stomach turned at the thought of the inevitable menu choices
and I decided to pass.

The day was painfully uneventful. We didn't receive a single e-mail between the two of
us and there were no calls for interviews. When we'd first become unemployed a day
like this would have been like a mini vacation. We would have gone for a walk to the
nearby park, or read books, or just lazed about, enjoying the freedom to take naps in
the middle of a work day. Before money was tight we might even have gone to see a
movie at the cheap matinee prices. Now the day was just intolerable waiting and
hoping. We didn't talk much, there was nothing new to discuss. Around 5:30, after
checking our e-mail in case anyone had sent something just before leaving their office,
I sat down on the couch next to Andrew. He put his arm around me and I snuggled into
the curve of his body. Before I could say the words to the suggestion I'd been
formulating all day, a strange sound broke into our silence. It was a very loud but low
creaking sound. Almost like a rusty screen door swinging back and forth. Andrew sat
up and listened. I shook my head in confusion when he looked at me questioningly.
The sound was coming from outside and we stood up to follow it. Whatever it was, it
was persistent.

When we opened the front door we didn't see the cat immediately. We looked all
around the yard and saw nothing. Only when I looked at the ground about three feet
away did I see him. A large black cat with a smudge of white on his nose. He was
sitting up staring at us and yowling insistently. I pointed him out to Andrew.

"What does he want?"

"How should I know?"

"Maybe he's hungry."
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"Tough luck for him then. Sorry guy, we don't have any food for you."

The words were scarcely spoken when I saw that there was something behind the cat.
He was so big – at least two feet long – that his body had obscured it at first. A little
nervously I moved toward the cat to see what he was so eager to show us.
Immediately the cat jumped to the side to give me a better look. I picked up a whole cut
up chicken, still cold and plastic wrapped. One corner of the styrofoam tray it sat in was
torn up and punctured with little cat teeth sized holes. The black cat paced back and
forth, purring now instead of yowling, while Andrew and I stared at the package.

"He dragged it?"

"He couldn't have, it's too big."

"He's pretty big himself."

"Where did it come from?"

"The label doesn't say. But look, the sell-by date isn't till tomorrow."

"So, it's still good?"

"It's still cold, it must be."

"What should we do with it?"

"Well, there's no place to return it to..."

We both looked at the cat who stopped pacing, turned giant yellow eyes on us and
licked his lips.

I dipped the chicken in the small amount of Italian dressing left in a bottle on the door
of the fridge, and then put the entire thing in the oven to roast. While that cooked I
boiled up the liver and other slimy brown entrails that had been included in the
package. The cat had not come into the house, but he sat in the doorway washing
himself and occasionally looking at me expectantly. Andrew sat at the kitchen table
looking bewildered.

"How can a cat go into a market, jump into the refrigerated meat container, and pick up
a whole chicken?"

"Maybe he lives there, maybe the market people own him."

"Then why would he be stealing their food and bringing it here?"

"I have no idea."

"This is too weird Ames."

"Trust me I know."

"I mean, Amy, what are the chances that a random giant cat would come to our house
and bring us food when we most need it?"
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"Andy, what are the chances that a cat of any size would bring us food on any day?"

"This is too weird."

I spooned the cooked entrails out of the boiling water. The cat instantly started making
noises at me.

"You have to wait for it to cool, you'll burn your tongue."

He stared at me indignantly and said,

"Mrooower."

Andrew burst into laughter.

"You'd better give it to him, he looks pissed."

"Fine, it's his tongue."

I put the food in front of the cat in a little dish. He licked at it tentatively. Finally judging
for himself that it was still too hot, he nonchalantly went back to washing his face,
refusing to look up at me.

Soon the smell of the cooking chicken was making Andrew and my mouths water. The
cat was just finishing up his meal when I decided the chicken was fully cooked. Andrew
put a bowl of cool water down for the cat and then we sat down to eat. It felt magical
eating something different for the first time in months. Our temperamental oven had
somehow cooked the meat to a tender perfection, and the salad dressing flavored the
skin delicately. We didn't have the makings of any side dishes, but it didn't matter. We
both had two pieces and then carefully wrapped up the rest to enjoy tomorrow. We
were so immersed in our dinner that when we finally looked for the cat we realized he
had drunk his fill of the water and then left. We wandered around outside for a little
while making "Mrooower" sounds, but he wasn't anywhere to be found in the darkening
yard.

The next day Andrew and I both got calls for job interviews. It felt so amazing to go off
to an interview without the taste of tuna on my breath or the fear that a dried ramen
noodle might be stuck to my suit coat. I was able to be friendly and articulate without a
tremendous effort and I left the building feeling confident that I'd done well. It was a
feeling that had slowly been draining away from me leaving an empty sense of
powerlessness in the face of human resources personnel. Andrew returned home with
a similar look of renewed confidence. We feasted on the remains of the chicken,
sucking the bones clean as we had never before done in our lives. We sat outside until
sunset, hoping the cat would return, but he made no appearance.

"Maybe he was an angel."

"A cat angel?"

"An angel in cat form. A messenger from God."

"You really think God sends cats around feeding hungry college grads?"
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"Well maybe it was God's way of telling us to hold out, that we'll get dream jobs soon."

"Andy you are such a dreamer! If God wants us to have dream jobs he should just give
them to us."

"Ah, but Amy, God works in mysterious ways. He wants us to know that patience is a
virtue and that if we wait long enough we will be rewarded."

"So he sends us a chicken delivering cat?"

"It could be."

We hadn't had a good laugh in weeks. It was a perfect night.

The next day, tuna didn't taste half as nauseating as it had. We were both able to get
half a can down along with a handful of saltines. We continued our e-mailing routine all
day and watched for the cat again in the evening. Andrew continued to ruminate on the
origins and role of the cat.

"I've been thinking Amy..."

"Yes?"

"Maybe the cat is God."

"I'm sorry?"

"Maybe the cat was God in disguise."

"Why would God disguise himself as a cat?"

"Because he's God and he can do anything he wants."

"Well that's a good answer."

"I'm serious. Have you ever seen a cat as big as that guy was?"

"No definitely not. He was halfway to panther."

"Exactly. I think the cat was God."

"What does size have to do with it? If God can disguise himself as a cat don't you think
he can disguise himself as a small cat?"

"Yeah, but I think that if God's gonna be a cat, he's gonna be a big one."

"You're losing it."

Two days later, before the sun had even begun to set, we heard the strange yowling
again. We both jumped out of our chairs and ran to the front door. Just as before the
cat was sitting directly in front of the door, his massive body partially hiding his prize.
While I examined the latest gift, Andrew pet the cat, praising his skills as a hunter. He
hefted the cat up into his arms grunting at the weight. The cat purred loudly bumping
his head under Andrew's chin and gently digging his claws into Andrew's arm.
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"It's steak," I said interrupting their love fest.

"What?" I thought he was going to drop the cat.

"It's steak."

"Still good?"

"Sell by tomorrow."

"I think we should name the cat Jesus."

Since we didn't think cats really liked steak, and since he didn't show much interest in
it, Jesus was given a plate full of tuna and the water from the tuna can. He seemed
very pleased with this and ate heartily. We didn't have the means to grill the steak or
do much with it, but seasoned with salt and pepper and cooked in a pan it still tasted
heavenly. We ate carefully, our stomachs unaccustomed to red meat after so long.
This time we kept an eye on Jesus, the cat. When he seemed to be finished eating and
drinking we moved from the table to the floor and cuddled with him. He was happy to
receive our attention. He purred happily and batted at my braid when it swung forward
over his head. After about twenty minutes of attention, though, he stood up and walked
right out the kitchen door. In the dark we lost sight of him quickly and couldn't even tell
which direction he went.

The next day, coming home from an interview I happened to see our landlord. I
stopped the car and went over to say hi. He was very friendly and interested in our job
prospects as usual. After a couple minutes I had to ask him about the cat. I didn't
mention the cat's gifts to us, only that we'd seen a very large friendly black cat and
wondered who he belonged to. Our landlord had never seen Jesus the cat, and had no
idea where he might be from.

The steak lasted two more nights, and Jesus did not show up either time, despite
Andrew's wandering around calling him by name. I told him to stop, that the neighbors,
our landlord among them, might hear and think he was going crazy. But I wanted the
cat to come back too, not just because he brought us food, but because he was our
good luck charm. Since his first yowl cut across the living room air our lives had
seemed a little brighter and we had felt less like failures. We were still laptop zombies,
but our e-mail checks were less frequent, less desperate, and less painful.

Five days after the steak ran out Andrew got a job. It was okay pay with opportunities
for advancement. He started immediately. He came home from his first day with a
grocery bag full of food for us and Jesus. I boiled up chicken livers and Andrew opened
the last remaining can of tuna. We arranged the fish on a large plate and went out into
the front yard making "Mrooower" sounds and calling Jesus by name. I don't think
either of us really expected him to know his name or to appear. We left the food by the
front door and went inside to make our first big meal in three months. As I was mixing
the salad Andrew called me to the front door. Jesus was sitting there licking his chops
after having polished off all the food. He looked very pleased with himself and let us
play with him for several minutes. He followed us when we went back to preparing
dinner and watched us from the kitchen doorway, eating bits of food when Andrew held
them out. He waited until we sat down at the table with our meal. We lifted our glasses
of wine in a toast.
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"To Andrew and his new, well-deserved job."

"To Amy and the hope that she too will soon have a new job. And to Jesus, for getting
us through the last two weeks."

We toasted Jesus who stared at us and then pronounced,

"Mrooower," before turning and disappearing out into the darkening yard.

Jessica Groper is a long time English major who hopes one day to finish her graduate
education. She splits the 25 hours a day in her life between being a college English
professor, a Pilates instructor, and a dedicated reader of anything written in the 19th
century.

Back to Issue 9

Replies: 1 Comment

I almost laughed out loud while reading the part about Andrew wandering about the
neighborhood yelling for the cat.

"Jesus!! Jesus??!! Where are yoooouuu?? Jeeeesus??!!"

LOL. good stuff. Thanks for the little break at work!

Posted by Jean @ 04/05/2006 12:23 PM PST

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

http://liheliso.com/Issue9/
mailto:jekim@getty.edu
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 04/04/2006: "J LHLS 9: Wanted: Hunter and Gatherer"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000567.htm[4/27/2019 2:27:08 PM]

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 04/04/2006: "J LHLS 9: More Minimalist Fiction"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000566.htm[4/27/2019 2:27:12 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "J LHLS 9: French For Dancers"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "J LHLS 9:
Wanted: Hunter and Gatherer"]

04/04/2006 Archived Entry: "J LHLS 9: More Minimalist
Fiction"

More Minimalist Fiction
By Marlene Taylor

Janice decided one day to become a heroine, since that was what Nancy Drew was.
She went for a long walk around her town and looked for mysteries to solve or people
to help, but there really wasn't much to do. So she went home again then just decided
to just be herself. Little did she know.

*****

Danny had always wanted to be a professional tennis player, but he wasn't that good;
in fact, he was so bad that they kicked him off the high school tennis team for
contributing to the delinquency of the team. So he decided that the only way to
become a top player was to kill all the other players. He plotted in secret for many
years.

One day he met a pretty girl named Karen and they fell in love. They got married and
had kids, and he forgot about tennis. It happened that he was watching Wide World of
Sports on afternoon, however, and they were showing a tennis match. He chuckled
softly to himself at the thought of his plans; then he pulled out his shotgun and blew the
television into a million pieces. Karen came in and kissed him, and they lived happily.

*****
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Jeff was reading his favorite book one day, out in the garden under the tree. He closed
his eyes for a moment; when he opened them, he realized he must have slept; for it
was almost dusk. He looked at the book, and gasped in surprise, for he found he could
not read it! The letters seemed wrong, and he could make no sense of the sentences.

"What will I do?" he cried. "I can't read anymore! I'll fail school! I won't be able to get a
job! I'll rot!"

He ran inside and hastily threw the book at his father. "Dad! I've forgotten how to
read!"

The man looked at this book and laughed. "No, you haven't, son. This book is in
Serbo-Croatian."

Jeff grinned in relief. "Thanks, dad. For a minute there I was really worried!"

*****

Susie had waited for the concert forever. Her most favorite group, her most favorite
music, but even better, her most favorite sex object. Billy Snide was her ultimate!

She waited at the back door through the whole concert in hopes of seeing him; and
just when it seemed she could wait no longer, there he was! She gasped and ran up to
him, rubbing her leg against his.

"Oh, Billy, I love you so much!" she panted. She looked hopefully up at him with her big
puppy dog eyes. "You're just divine! I want to bear your children," she continued.

"Get lost, rockhead," he muttered, shoving her out of the way. Later, she sued him for
$250,000 for injuries received when she threw herself in front of his limo. She wanted
to file a paternity suit, but her lawyer thought that was going a bit too far.

*****

The old house on the edge of town looked even creepier up close. The carful of
teenagers peered out the windows into the gathering dark. Even though they had
heard horrible stories about what happened to anyone who went inside after dark, they
were determined to find out for themselves the truth.

"I dare you to go in," Jane said to Peter.

"Not unless we all go," Eric said.

They got out and stopped outside the rusty iron gate. The wind blew cold and made the
house creak and groan. Carol had a terrible cold feeling inside.

"Eric, I think this is a bad idea. I think something bad is going to happen if we go in,"
she whispered to her boyfriend.

Peter laughed. "Come on, don't be a baby!"

Eric laughed too. "Nah, she's right. Let's go get ice cream at the diner!"

They drove away and went back to their happy, busy lives. Next day the house was
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demolished and the best mall in the county was put up.

Marlene (Lene) Taylor is a writer living in Northern California. When she's not
podcasting (I Read Comics and Look At His Butt!), she is writing smut and reviews for
JLHLS.
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French For Dancers 
By Jessica Groper

Chaînés -- Chains, links. A series of rapid turns done in a straight line or circle.

You climb the two flights of stairs with songs from "A Chorus Line" ringing in your ears.
With a deep uncertain breath you push open the door to the third floor. Sensory
overload kicks in as the familiar combined smell of sweat, shoes, rosin, hairspray,
antibacterial ointment, band aids, and blood invades your nose and floods your brain.
You close your eyes briefly to reorient yourself. Sight is not necessary here, the
appearance of a dance studio and its inhabitants is programmed into your DNA. There
are legs everywhere. That's always what people notice first -- the legs of a dance
studio. Somehow dancers always manage to draw attention to their thighs, knees,
calves, ankles all the way down to their arched feet and tortured toes. Even while
relaxing, the legs seem to be alive with a compelling energy. Reading a book she
wraps one leg around and over the other spiraling her torso and head away from the
top thigh. Talking to a friend she lies on her side and lifts her top leg up and behind her
head in a hyperactive Jane Fonda stretch. Taking a nap between classes she stretches
her legs out to either side of her body, crawls forward until her chest hits the floor and
supports her head on crossed arms. Even when she is not stretching, a dancer's legs
are intriguing. Curled up in a ball she is either centering herself or -- horror of
unimaginable horrors -- injured.

This tangent has distracted you. You have to move farther inside than the doorway.
Automatically you pay your ten dollars, give your name and the class you wish to take.
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You're told the studio number and directed to the women's locker room, but like a pro
you undress in the hall with everyone else. Modesty doesn't exist in this world. You
spent most of the first part of your life in rooms with other naked girls and women, and
often men. You peel off your street clothes to reveal the regulation "theatrical pink"
tights and black leotard. You hate pink tights, you never wore them when you were a
dancer unless you were performing. They add fat to your thighs where it never dwelt
before. White tights are of course worse, somehow managing to turn even the slightest
women into cows, but no one ever wears white. While you wait for class to begin you
slide on an old pair of ballet shoes. The leather is permanently creased in the shape of
your foot's arch even though the shoes have been stuffed away in your discarded
dance bag for two years. Your heart aches a little as you feel the perfect fit of each
shoe -- your old friends -- and you tell yourself that this is only the beginning, the real
pain is yet to come.

You find a place at the barre and try to relax. Don't look around, don't pay attention to
anyone else, don't wonder what they are thinking, DON'T look in the mirror. You look in
the mirror. Not bad . . . not nearly as bad as you expected. Your legs look like
overstuffed theatrical pink sausages, but that's to be expected. No, not bad at all.
You've kept your figure, never allowed yourself to binge during the hard times, always
stayed under 110. Your eyes move from your own reflection to those of the rest of the
class. Dammit! You weren't supposed to do that. Now you know who is sizing you up
and now they think you were doing the same to them. In one false movement of the
eyes you started the competition. The girl you made eye contact with begins to stretch.
You noticed her because she has a long ponytail instead of the uniform bun. She has a
good figure, not perfect, and you know she'll either give up all together when she
realizes she can't be in the ballet world or she'll become a show dancer. Broadway and
Vegas love not-quite-good-enough ballerinas, they add a touch of class to everything.
But, for now the ponytail girl is confident. She glances at your reflection in the mirror as
she lifts her right leg to her side up by her ear, not completely straight up -- but close.
You sigh as your damned pride and survival instincts force you to respond to her
challenge. You lift your own right leg to the front until your knee touches your nose.
You rotate your hip so that your leg is to the side, directly against your ear. Then as a
final insult you move your leg to the back dropping your torso forward and down to
touch your chest to your supporting left leg. You are one long straight line. Out of habit
your body has done exactly what you told it to do, but your muscles are screaming at
you in pain and surprise at being used after so much neglect. You can already feel how
sore you will be in just a few hours. And yet you hold the position to prove you can.
Finally you lower your leg and return to a normal standing position. The girl is looking
at you, you're certain, so you pretend to be focused on adjusting your shoe. The only
thing worse than being challenged is being ignored.

The teacher walks in the door. She begins to greet her regular students and then
squeals when she sees you. You shudder inwardly, now everyone is interested in who
you are. The teacher runs over to you, she is your friend from your childhood ballet
school. She decided to go into teaching around the time you entered the academy.
She was the one who recommended you go back to class after two years away from
dance. She kisses both of your cheeks and runs her hands up and down your arms
supportively. She is so glad you finally decided to come. She is honored to be the one
to help you. She knows this might be hard and she wants you to be careful and take
things slowly. You blush as you imagine her disapproval at your recent interaction with
the ponytail girl. You smile and nod praying she'll shut up and start the class. You feel
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eyes on you and see the ponytail girl staring at you. That's it. She's now your official
nemesis. She doesn't know who you are, but she doesn't like you and is going to show
you up in this class no matter what it takes. You wish you could feel confident about
giving her a run for her money.

Focus. Class is starting. Your body automatically performs the exercises as if it had
never had a break. This isn't so bad. You aren't as out of shape as you thought. For
several minutes you float in the euphoria of denial, then you face the fact that after
only three exercises in ten minutes you are sweating like a pig. Rising onto the balls of
your feet you also become aware of a distinct ache in your knee, dull now but
promising to sharpen. That's your own fault. After you got rid of the crutches and could
walk comfortably without the brace you stopped bothering with the physical therapy
exercises. You had vowed never to dance again if you couldn't do it with the company,
so what did you care if your knee would hurt and possibly give out under stress? You
were never going to stress the knee again anyway. The teacher walks by while
correcting students and gives you a reassuring pat on your slick shoulder. You grit your
teeth in hatred. How dare she support and patronize you? You were up and coming.
Only 16 when asked to join the company you were moving quickly. A brief stay in the
corps de ballet, then on to soloist. After only three years there was talk of you being
made a principal in the company. You were featured in a "who to look out for" article in
Dance Magazine. You had achieved twice as much by 19 as any of the people in this
class might ever dream of.

As the class moves away from the barre to the center of the room you take a swig from
your water bottle hoping to wash away the bitter taste on your tongue. It was never this
way before. You were never bitchy and egotistical then. You were friendly, eager to
help and please, and distinctly non-competitive. Now everything is different. For the
first time you are not sure if you can prove yourself.

Center work is demoralizing. Without the barre's support your knee begins to shake
violently. You are humiliated by such a public display of weakness. Pain you could
endure, but shaking lets everyone else in on your secret. Relief comes in the form of a
combination with lots of jumps. A quick glance at the teacher lets her know you'll sit
this one out. She nods approvingly. You move to the side of the room and under the
guise of stretching desperately try to regroup. Your face is glowing red and your hair is
a mess. You breathe slowly trying to find some reserves of strength that will help you
climb back to your feet and finish this torturous class. Your eyes are drawn to your
competition. The ponytail girl is clearly the best in the class, which would explain her
confidence. However, you can see that the class is obviously too easy for her. She is
not pushing herself to do better. You can't help but feel sorry for her. She has probably
already figured out -- in some wrinkle of her subconscious -- that she will not "make it."
Staying in this class is her way of delaying the inevitable, of making her feel talented
and promising a little while longer. You remember girls like that in your classes years
ago, and you remember how superior to them you felt. They weren't competition for
you, and you could feel pity for them. Pity that you're sure they resented, just as you
would resent any sympathy now.

The class is moving toward you in order to practice turning across the room. This was
always your favorite part of class, a chance to lose yourself in the second wind of
dizzying release. You stand up and feel a stab of pain in your knee. You curse. Sitting
still too long has stiffened the joint. You try to perform the turn demonstrated by the
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teacher and cannot complete it. You can almost see your knee swelling. You should
get your pressure activated cold-pak out of your dance bag and begin cold treatments
right away. But you will not be defeated. You can't give up so quickly after two years of
feeling miserable, and sorry for yourself, and guilty about giving up. After all that you
will not be beaten down. You will remain standing until the last moment of the class no
matter what. The throbbing in your knee is intense, so you focus on the other dancers
spinning across the floor. You cannot join in, a couple of people glance your way
wondering what is going on in your head but you are too far gone to care anymore.
You feel like crying and know that once you make it home you will. This has proven
harder than you imagined.

Suddenly you realize the teacher is demonstrating Chaîné turns. Your eyes zoom in on
everyone as they move across the floor and you step into line without thinking. Chaîné
turns, a series of rounded arms, straight legs, perfectly circular rotations that connect
one to the other in perfect chains as their namesake implies. These were the first turns
you mastered in ballet 1. You step forward for your turn ignoring the concerned look in
the teacher, your friend's eyes. As you step into the first turn your knee punishes you
severely, but the pain is different. Your body and mind have reconnected and you only
feel, you don't think. Your chain becomes more fluid as you find your balance and
rhythm. You have total clarity of mind and vision as your head whips around -- your
eyes barely leaving the spot on the opposite wall that will keep you from getting dizzy.
The pain is excruciating and exquisite because this is why you danced -- to feel this
complete control and complete abandon harmonizing in your body, the vessel. You're
at top speed, the way you used to turn on stage. It's all right now. Then you've reached
the other side of the room far too soon. You have to stop. The moment the chain is
broken you too feel broken. You walk to the nearest barre as nonchalantly as you can,
gripping it for support and as an outlet for your pain. You continue to stand there while
the other dancers Chaîné turn back to the other side of the room and while they take
their group bow and while they applaud the teacher as the class ends. You continue to
stand there because you are not sure how you will get out of here without letting go of
the barre. You have been through World War III and your muscles and nerve endings
are sending in major casualty reports. You hear a step behind you and turning your
head slightly recognize the ponytail girl. She looks nervous and very young to you now.
She clears her throat uncomfortably and mumbles that your Chaîné turns were really
great. Then with a half smile she rushes away. You stand there not caring that her
compliment was grudging or that it probably came from a place of pity. You stretch
your aching neck and tentatively release your grip on the barre. Somehow you manage
to pull on your pants and shoes without too much knee bending. You tie your sweater
around your waist and shoulder your dance bag. You make you way to the door and
then the elevator, no stairs now. You do not look back. There's no need to, you'll be
back. You can do this.

Jessica Groper is a long time English major who hopes one day to finish her graduate
education. She splits the 25 hours a day in her life between being a college English
professor, a Pilates instructor, and a dedicated reader of anything written in the 19th
century.
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Don't Stop Thinkin' About Tomorrow
By Kitty Johnson

"Don't Stop Thinkin' About Tomorrow" is a chapter from "Promised Land", a work-in-
progress fictive biography of Bill Clinton set in the twenty-four hours before he has tell
Hillary about his affair with Monica Lewinsky.

(Christmas 1998)

President of the United States of America and yet he couldn't weasel out of this one. It
was just like Elvis. Elvis may have been King, but he had been reduced to removing his
OWN TEETH FILLINGS just for a little codeine.

And, while she already knew all about it, they were still going to have to go through the
confession process, familiar as a pulse to both of them. After all, if he didn't confess,
then he wouldn't be able to attempt the aftermath weaseling. The Jesuits at
Georgetown had taught him that.

Of course, she knew. She knew everything; that's why he'd married her. She had a
kind of hard blue glow made other women fuzzy, unfocused. With other women he
always found himself having to explain things, which he didn't much mind because he
was a natural born teacher and politician and sweet talker but once in a while it was
nice not to have to explain the animal facts of life, which always boiled down to: he was
out of there.
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Well, the bright side to all this was she was so damned smart she always forgave him;
she could see the big picture.

And it wasn't as if he regretted Monica, her round flesh as lovely as the sight of the
moon, changeable in the differing lights, but still mysteriously there. Now how was he
supposed to say he didn't notice the moon? A man like him didn't get where he was by
ignoring the obvious (like how in ecstasy Monica's pretty feet had curled like Florida
around the Gulf).

And the whole thing with that woman had been generated by obvious truths: like a)
nobody lived forever. And b) he wasn't making love to any Monica, he was merely
satisfying the appetites of the billion-legged American dream, which ability of his,
dammit, had got them right far in life if she'd remember that in her raging.

He looked out the darkened window of the limousine which was carrying him to his
double date with destiny.

No one knew how this one was going to roll out.

But he was going to bet that America would forgive him, because he was it and it was
he.

Like now, here they were speeding over one of America's great and tragic and ironic
overpasses. Oh, which of these little American houses with their asbestos siding, their
rusted metal canopies, contained the most misery?

Was it the little shotgun house with its single string of Christmas lights glowing
haphazardly?

Or was it that belligerently unlandscaped ranch house, where parking her SUV right
this moment was some two-hundred pound twat who thought the opposite of right was
wrong. 

Or perhaps the saddest house was that one whose canopied windows seemed like
drooping eyes: with his mind, he tracked through the front door reddened with peeling
paint to see standing in the hallway the hulking serial killer suspended in the active
dust of the moment, Mom's scalp already in a skillet back in the kitchen.

And yet he felt that he, Bill, was a charioted comet passing by their misery. Not
unsympathetic, only too sympathetic, that's why he could see into their sadness. He
felt so much. Maybe it was just the surfeit of off-menu pussy had kept him from boiling
over and becoming the killer in the kitchen.

But would she forgive him? She had to forgive him. For one thing, it was Christmas
time, and so he always had the brutal hillbilly hope of Christmas in his heart. That he
and Mother and everybody would awaken to a miracle of un-labored-for prosperity.
Barbara Bush didn't have to hope for a un-labored-for prosperity because that was her
world already, but her world was hardly America.

He looked away from the homes. Thirty years ago all these homes would have bristled
like bugs with antennae. He remembered those sweet choice-free days. Every
Saturday he would be fascinated by the only two channels they got. No cartoons round



Archived Entry - 04/04/2006: "J LHLS 9: Don't Stop Thinkin' About Tomorrow"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000562.htm[4/27/2019 2:27:22 PM]

the clock for his deprived yet pampered generation. And, if the cartoon melted in its
grey way to "Industry on Parade", then he got up from the metallic fabric sofa and
walked over and felt the satisfying little thunk of the channel changer as he looked at
what else was on. Maybe it would "The Big Picture." Or a murky grey baseball games.
And on some Saturdays, it was all country music: gangs of tall husky men in
impressively tailored suits who would take turns making husky yet high pitched pleas to
the Lord or the ladies, the pleas to each identical. Trouble. Train so long. Two by two.
Take this hammer. Captain.

He gave a little private smile for the preposterous cardboard fireplaces they stood in
front of, and likewise the illusion of shotguns over the cardboard fireplace. Then there
were the lush square-dancing women skipping by in their fluffy little skirts: his appetite
had been refined by those visions.

Of course, his appetite was his joke, her joke, their joke, America's joke. But he felt
sure most everybody enjoyed his appetite because it was real. Only the same people
who were IMPEACHING him, IMPEACHING him for his appetite were the same ones
who were always afraid of appetite and biology. They were afraid of Elvis, they were
afraid of Negroes, and they were afraid of him. They were afraid of all those terrible
glands lurking under their carefully applied cloth.

Fair enough. He didn't understand glands either, the same way he didn't understand
exactly how mud was made. Except exceptional glands were what he stood accused
of, oh hell, that was what American stood accused of, its vibrant New-World glands
driving it from the city on the hill to Memphis to Hollywood. It took exceptional glands to
make it to the Promised Land, which was exactly what he and Elvis and the Negroes
intuitively understood.

Impeach him, just go ahead and impeach him. Impeach him and Elvis and Negroes
and America and all mud everywhere.

He didn't give a damn what the impeachers said.

But he still dreaded having to tell her. Would she fix those strangely motionless
blueblue eyes on him and say, Bill, this is it, tell your maw, tell your paw, I'm going to
send you back to Antarticaw.

Well, he couldn't take that. That would be too much hillbilly for even him.

That first time he knew he loved her. They had been doing some little old rat campaign
in the Arkansas boonie-de-la-boonie and they weren't even married and they drove up
to a scene worth more than all the paintings and portraits in the world.

A white poodle, obviously dead, but still cute in death.

A hysterically sobbing old white woman in a shantung pants suit and expensive open-
toed sandals, her elderly manicured toes just peeking out.

A black man, his jaw working furiously, sweating in his dirty tee-shirt, a worn little cap
on his shaggy hair, his coal truck parked by the side of the road, its engine still
rumbling in the driving rain.

"Oh, look, there's America," Hillary had said, and his heart fell forever into her cool
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lemon-scented hand at that very moment.

Kitty Johnson teaches art at Shelton State Community College in Tuscaloosa,
Alabama. Her review of President Clinton's autobiography appeared at J LHLS
Reviews in September 2004.
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Saturday, November 15, 2008

Porn Nation: Conquering America's #1 Addiction 
Written by Michael Leahy
Published by Northfield Publishers
ISBN10: 0802481256 
ISBN13: 9780802481252

Review by Linda Yau

Recently as I started to write this review, an acquaintance saw the book
cover, and asked where are the pictures? I imagine that is how a lot of
people would feel - seeing the book title. However, the content of the book
is different than what can be expected. Porn Nation is a reflective account of
how the author spent a greater part of his life obsessed with porn. This

unspeakable hobby caused his fifteen year marriage to fall apart, and so this is a self-help book
for people to realize that there is an unspoken problem as the author labels the issue of porn-
watching a sex syndrome. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 09:19 AM PST [Link]

Friday, November 14, 2008

Barefoot Waltz
Story and Art: Romuco Miike
Published by: Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-595-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-595-7
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http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/62-9780802481252-0
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569705957
http://junemanga.com/


J LHLS Archives: November 2008

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-11092008-11152008.htm[4/27/2019 2:28:34 PM]

Review by I-hsiu Lin

"It's unbearable this time of the year."

Abe finds the weather to be stifling. End of spring, beginning of summer.
Words don't come as easily which presents a problem being that he is a writer with deadlines. But
the heat is a reminder of him.

Him. Abe had a relationship with Nakahara two years ago. More like they slept together and that
was it. No phone call. No romance. There was no love in the actions. Two years later, Nakahara
shows up at Abe's doorstep. There was no sense of seduction. Just one kiss and Abe gave into
the younger man's motions. "Let me stay here for awhile." Just the mere presence of him allows
Abe to write easier. The words flow from his pen like a long time ago. His secluded lifestyle, his
closed up heart...maybe they will change as well. Become lighter and flow like a waltz. [more]

Posted by I hsiu Lin @ 02:14 AM PST [Link]

Barefoot Waltz
Story and Art: Romuco Miike
Published by: Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-595-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-595-7

Review by I-hsiu Lin

"It's unbearable this time of the year."

Abe finds the weather to be stifling. End of spring, beginning of summer.
Words don't come as easily which presents a problem being that he is a writer with deadlines. But
the heat is a reminder of him.

Him. Abe had a relationship with Nakahara two years ago. More like they slept together and that
was it. No phone call. No romance. There was no love in the actions. Two years later, Nakahara
shows up at Abe's doorstep. There was no sense of seduction. Just one kiss and Abe gave into
the younger man's motions. "Let me stay here for awhile." Just the mere presence of him allows
Abe to write easier. The words flow from his pen like a long time ago. His secluded lifestyle, his
closed up heart...maybe they will change as well. Become lighter and flow like a waltz. [more]

Posted by I hsiu Lin @ 02:14 AM PST [Link]

Wednesday, November 12, 2008

FreshMen
Story and Art: Yuuya
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-934496464
ISBN-13: 978-1934496466
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Review by Kris

College. For some strange reason new college freshmen seem to think that
all that college entails is hot babes, frat parties, and drinking to the point of
memory loss. In the case of Takayuki Saito that is his thinking. Not only
does he want to party but he also wants to fall in love. At the school
entrance ceremony he sees the perfect chance. The reason Saito chose his

particular department and major because most of the students are totally cute girls. Saito arrives
at the entrance with one heck of a hangover because of the massive party held at the dorms the
previous night. His bad luck seems to continue. He was hoping to sit next to one of the hot
babes, but ends up next one of the few guys in the department, Hitoshi Sato. Because of the
large amount of alcohol Saito had consumed the night before, he ends up passing out in Sato's
arms. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 12:33 PM PST [Link]

Monday, November 10, 2008

A Gentleman's Kiss
Story and Art: Shinri Fuwa
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-582-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-582-7

Review by Kris

I've decided that I really dig BL Yakuza stories. Maybe it's because my
mother has been obsessed with the Mafia and I grew up with The
Godfather and other mob movies. I seem to be drawn to the Yakuza in
the same way.

Homura Yasobe and Touji Karasuma are back in the final installment of A Gentleman's Kiss.
The second volume kicks off with Kyoya Kuramoto, former host at Homura's club, basically
stalking Homura. It seems that he has fallen for his former boss. Since the stalking doesn't seem
to be making any progress, he goes about using the blackmail approach. Kyoya knows about
Homura and Touji's affair. To shut him up Homura agrees to go out with him. But his mind is
always focused on Touji. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 09:14 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, November 9, 2008

YAM: Bite-Size Chunks
Story and Art: Corey Barba
Published by Top Shelf Productions
ISBN-10: 1-60309-014-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-60309-014-8
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Review by Kris

On the island of La Leche de la Luna lives a young boy with a magical
backpack. His name is YAM. I guess he gets his name from the fact that his
outfit makes him look like a yam, a cute yam I should say. With his friends
Marzipan Gato and May and his pet TV they have many fun adventures.
From catching bugs to keep in jars, drinking magical potions, and dreaming

of a beautiful young lady from a local carnival, YAM and his friends have lots of fun.

These comics are wonderfully wordless, endlessly creative, and utterly adorable.
[more]

Posted by Kris @ 06:28 PM PST [Link]

Vampire's Portrait
Story and Art: Hiroki Kusumoto
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-590-9
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-590-2

Review by Kris

Lou is a young painter. On one cold day a handsome stranger approaches
him. This mysterious stranger offers to be his patron. He asks Lou to paint
his portrait. Sein is a composer. This intrigues Lou because his grandfather,
who raised him, played the piano. There seems to be something a little off

with Sein. He's very unsociable. Nothing Lou paints seems to satisfy Sein. After a small row Sein
accidentally cuts Lou's hand and Sein's true nature is revealed. Sein is a vampire.

Lou comes to find himself somewhat attracted to Sein. He's resolved to paint a portrait that Sein
will approve of. But a man named Adam comes into the picture. It seems that Sein and Adam
have a contract. Sein gets to feed off Adam and Adam gets musical scores. Sein had fed off Lou
the day before and wasn't as hungry when Adam had arrived. After Adam left in a huff Sein
wanted a little more of Lou's blood. A little strange since he'd just vomited up a large amount of
blood. We find out that Sein had fallen in love with Lou's grandfather, Claude, many years ago. It
seems that Lou and Claude's blood taste similar. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 05:48 PM PST [Link]

Wild Butterfly
Story and art by Hiroki Kusumoto
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10:  1569705623
ISBN-13:  9781569705629

Review by Jilly Gee
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If I were to give Wild Butterfly a quantitative score, it would be very low.  The
stories are amazing, the art is beautiful and detailed, and there are even
color pages.  It does not, however, fit the boys love genre.  Oh, there is one
brief story that features a male on male couple, but that hardly changes the

feel the graphic novel and justifies dumping it into the Juné line.  There are a couple of other
stories with a slashy feeling, but if an affectionate and close relationship was enough to brand a
story as BL, then half of the Shounen Jump series should move to BE X BOY.

"Wild Butterfly", namesake of the book and the first story, starts with a hint of the tragedy to come
as the color pages show a tired-looking, dark-haired man with his students, silently contemplating
the past.  Oliver, a young, dark-haired man who longs to join in the war his country is in the
middle of, but unable to because of a bad leg, is assigned as a teaching assistant to Sir Michael
von Straum Liedelhart.  Michael, despite being a military man who has led many men to victory,
or perhaps because of it, only wants to see peace in the world and teaches the children so.  The
two develop a close friendship, Oliver slowly changing the way he sees the world. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 02:47 AM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

J LHLS Archives: November 2008

Saturday, November 8, 2008

Sweet Regard
Story and art by Juji Fusa
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10:  156970564X
ISBN-13:  9781569705643

Review by Jilly Gee

Kohei only had one person that he ever cared for in his life:  his younger
sister, Chieko.  When she gets married and leaves the house, he is
comedically angry; when she dies in a car accident, he is heartbroken.  He
is not alone, however, as he shares his pain with with his brother-in-law,

Shingo.  Despite Kohei's high strung personality, despite the fact that Shingo was the one that
stole Chieko away from him, the two get along quite well together.  Shingo has an easy-going
personality, able to take all of Kohei's yelling with a smile on his face.  So it is that even when
Shingo confesses and Kohei doesn't reciprocate, they still spend their time together comfortably.
[more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 08:42 PM PST [Link]

Friday, November 7, 2008

Schlock Mercenary: The Tub of Happiness
Story and Art: Howard Tayler
Published by The Tayler Corporation
ISBN-13: 978-0-9779074-0-3
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Review by Kris

In the 31st century Schlock, a green blobby A-morph, and his trusty plasma
cannon join Tagon's Toughs, a space mercenary company. Here he meets
with many zany adventures from a hostile corporate take over by Andreyasn
Interstellar/Intergalactic Enterprises, to battles with deathly evil bugs and

everything in between. Schlock Mercenary is an online comic at schlockmercenary.com. Every
day brings you a new comic, a new adventure for Schlock and Tagon's Toughs. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 03:37 PM PST [Link]

Millennium Darling 2006
Story and art by Maki Naruto
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10:  1569700311
ISBN-13:  9781569700310

Review by Jilly Gee

The sequel to the seven-volume Millennium Darling series (probably more
recognizable as Seikimatsu Darling and more so for its OVA), the many
couples of Millennium Darling 2006 are already established and being put
through ridiculously funny scenarios, some of which are implausible and

meant only as jokes.  The title couple for this graphic novel, Sakamoto and Sentarou, are the
ones given the most attention while all other couples have it short, sweet, and silly.  Although the
title couple get more attention story-wise, they are not treated too differently, their stories also
sweet and silly. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 12:01 AM PST [Link]

Thursday, November 6, 2008

We Were There vol. 1
Story and Art: Yuki Obata
Published by VIZ Media
ISBN-10: 1-4215-2018-4
ISBN-13: 978-1-4215-2018-6

Review by Kris

Nanami Takahashi (throughout the rest of the book she's known as Nana) has just started high
school. Her goal is to be uber friendly and make lots of new friends. She starts off with her
neighbor Yuri Yamamoto, but Yamamoto doesn't seem to be too friendly. After making a few new
friends she hears the girls talking about a guy named Motoharu Yano. He was very popular in
middle school and his popularity with the ladies seems to have transferred to high school.

Nana is a bit flighty. She went to nominate one of her new friends as the class president and
forgot her name. She stopped to ask someone in her class what her name was. The person who
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she stopped happened to be Yano. He gave her the wrong name and Nana ended up
embarrassing herself in front of her classmates. From that moment Nana and Yano's crazy
relationship began. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 10:36 PM PST [Link]

Pinky and Stinky
Story and Art: James Kochalka
Published by Top Shelf Productions
ISBN-10: 1-891830-29-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-891830-29-7

Review by Kris

PIGS IN SPAAAAAAAAAACE!

For those of you who grew up in homes without televisions, or those who are just too young, Pigs
in Space was a bit on The Muppet Show. In my house The Muppet Show was not to be
missed. I even watched it while it was in syndication. Jim Henson is looked upon like a God at my
house. You're probably wondering "Why on Earth is she bringing up The Muppet Show while
reviewing a book that has nothing to do with Jim Henson, the Muppets, etc?" Well, as you can see
by the cover of Pinky and Stinky, they truly are Pigs in Space! [more]

Posted by Kris @ 06:47 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, November 5, 2008

You Make My Head Spin
Story and Art: Kazuhiko Mishima
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-586-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-586-5

Review by Kris

Shindou has just transferred into the roughest school in the neighborhood.
Upon arriving he meets Murai, Sugi, and their leader Yousuke Aizawa.
Yousuke looks like your average juvenile delinquent, but looks can be
deceiving. Yousuke gets motion sickness from riding a bike and is a bit on

the shy side. Shindou, on the other hand, is very forward with his feelings and extremely
confident. Wherever he goes he always seems to be sparkling. So when Shindou confesses,
seeing him so nervous breaks down Yousuke's tough exterior. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 06:57 PM PST [Link]

Toy Box: Flogger
Edited by M. Rode 
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-406-X
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-406-9

Review by Linda Yau
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After months and months of getting overwhelm, I finally have some time to
write reviews for the remaining e-books I have. I still do have some more
reviews to complete. So, Toybox Flogger is a collection of short stories,
dealing with flogging. There is a definition of flogging as a multi-tongue
whipping tool for a fetish, and usually featured in BDSM stories. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 10:18 AM PST [Link]

The Lost Island of Tamarind
Written by Nadia Aguiar
Published by Feiwel & Friends
ISBN-10:  0312380291
ISBN-13:  9780312380298

Review by Jilly Gee

For a long time Maya had believed there was nothing better than life on the
open ocean, sailing from port to port on the warm trade winds that blew
across the Atlantic Ocean.

Maya used to love her life on the Pamela Jane, the boat her family calls
home.  Her parents, marine biologists, would show their children things other children could only
ever imagine, such as the barnacled side of a whale, and teach their children things other
children did not learn on land, such as how to rig a fifty-two-foot schooner.  As a restless thirteen-
year-old, however, Maya is not content with this lifestyle anymore; she wants to live with Granny
Pearl on stable land and go to school with other kids her age and form friendships not limited to
her nine-year-old brother, Simon, or eight-month-old sister, Penny.  When an unusual storm
separates the three children from their parents, though, Maya finds herself longing for those days
on the Pamela Jane.  Mami and Papi nowhere in sight, the children leave the boat and wander
around on the strange island the Pamela Jane has come to. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 12:43 AM PST [Link]

Monday, November 3, 2008

Lover's Pledge
Story and Art by Kae Maruya
Published by Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-580-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-580-3

Review by I-hsiu Lin

After one night of drunkedness, Kazuto Haruna finds himself in bed with
Akihiko Takasugi. Naked. Although he didn't remember anything of the
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previous night, Akihiko reminds him, "I've bought one month of your time for
1,000,000 yen." One would think in a boys love manga, the one month

would be filled with hot, steamy guy on guy action....but you’ll be surprised what actually goes on.
Kazuto himself was unsure of this arrangement, but soon, their time together drew certain
feelings from his heart. [more]

Posted by I hsiu Lin @ 10:35 PM PST [Link]

Tomorrow's Ulterior Motives
Story and Art: Sakuya Fujii
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-559-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-559-9

Review by Kris

Makoto Aizawa and Sanari Jounouchi-sensei have been lovers for about a
year now. Makoto's performance in Jounouchi-sensei's play has caused
there to be a growing buzz around Makoto's acting abilities. But a new
villain has appeared Jounouchi-sensei's arch nemesis Taizou Oouchi. The

two used to work for the same Theatre Company until Oouchi-sensei struck out on his own. He
now has set his sights on Makoto. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 08:02 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, November 2, 2008

S vol. 3: Split
Story by: Saki Aida
Illustrated by: Chiharu Nara
Published by June
ISBN-10: 1-56970-708-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-708-1
Review by Kris
This is one yaoi novel series that has completely captivated me and leaves
me wanting and waiting desperately for the next installment in the series. If
you are interested in my reviews for S vol. 1 and S vol. 2: A Love Bite,
feel free to click on the links.

Masaki Shiiba is a member of the elite COC5 group in the police force. His
group is responsible for finding illegal firearms. Because they sometimes work outside the law,
they have to create trusting networks of informants or "S" (you know, spy) to gather information
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from. One of Shiiba's informants is a yakuza by the name of Keigo Munechika. Since Munechika
is not hurting for money the way Shiiba gets his info from Munechika is by using his body. But it
seems as though Shiiba's feelings for Munechika are much deeper than detective and S. He's
fallen, and fallen hard, for Munechika. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 12:16 AM PST [Link]

Dark Walker
Story by: Hikaru Yura
Illustrated by: Hirotaka Kisaragi 
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-615-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-615-2

Review by Kris

Tomoki Naruse has the most vivid wet dreams. Not only does he feel
amazing in his dreams, but those feelings seem to linger, literally. Nightly he
waits in a fragrant field of flowers for his lover. He doesn't know their name.
He doesn't know what they look like. One thing he does know, this lover isn't

a chick. He enjoys the sex, nonetheless.

Tomoki is a high school student. He's kind of small, but he's quite feisty. He seems to be drawn to
new student, Yuugo Oda. There is something mysterious about Yuugo. He seems to know quite a
bit about Tomoki. The two become close friends and soon the feelings Tomoki has for Yuugo are
much more complicated. It turns out that Tomoki and Yuugo are Dark Walkers. Dark Walkers are
humans born with the ability to enter the dream realm called "The Depths of Dreams" while still
aware of their consciousness. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 12:08 AM PST [Link]

The Guilty vol. 1: Verdict
Story by: Katsura Izumi
Illustrated by: Hinako Takanaga
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-614-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-614-5

Review by Kris

Toya Sakurai is content with his life. He has a beautiful fiancée and a highly
coveted job with a publishing company. He is happy with the way his life
has turned out so far. Yet, he seems to be far more passionate than he is
even aware of. He has recently been transferred to the mysteries division,

which he is ecstatic about. He specifically took the job with the publisher who worked with famed
mystery author Kai Hodaka. He has loved reading books written by Hodaka and would love to be
able to read his work before anyone else.

Hodaka won a prestigious award and to celebrate the publisher is throwing a party in his honor.
Toya is so excited to possibly have the honor of meeting the author he has idolized for years.
After an embarrassing run in with Hodaka at the party Toya feels he is doomed for eternity in the
eyes of his hero. The next day at work he is in for a surprise. It looks as though he made a
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memorable impression on Hodaka, and they are assigning Toya to be his editor. He is known to
be a bit tough on editors, but Toya is a professional and will do all he can to please both the
company and Hodaka. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 12:01 AM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!
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Thursday, October 30, 2008

Passion: Forbidden Lovers
Story by: Shinobu Gotoh
Illustrated by: Shouko Takaku
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-574-7
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-574-2

Review by Kris

There is a rumor floating around Hikaru Umino's high school. Handsome
teacher Mr. Shima has recently become engaged. Hikaru has fallen in love
with Shima and doesn't know what to do with the sadness he feels after
finding out this news. Posing as fellow teacher Mr. Amamiya, Hikaru lures

Shima into an empty classroom and proceeds to rape him. Shima tries (but not too hard it seems)
to get Hikaru to stop. Shima tells Hikaru that he is not engaged to be married and that those are
only rumors. If you think the premise on raping your most beloved person is strange things only
get weirder. At school the next day Hikaru dreads seeing Shima. At least he is feeling some
remorse for his actions. Yet when he passes Shima on the stairs it seems like nothing ever
happened between them.

While Shima is trying to deal with the situation with Hikaru, Mr. Amamiya wants Shima for
himself. It turns out that Shima and Amamiya attended the same high school and were lovers for
a time. Amamiya broke it off, breaking Shima's heart. Shima has moved on in his life, but it seems
that Amamiya hasn't. After a bizarre meeting at Shima's house Shima, Amamiya, and Hikaru
share a meal. Of course Amamiya is trying to get back into Shima's pants, Hikaru is trying to
move on but awkwardly is in the middle, and who knows what's going on in Shima's mind. After
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Amamiya leaves Shima's apartment, Shima proceeds to drag Hikaru to the bedroom for some
hot, sweaty, illegal sex (because we are dealing with a teacher and student, adult and minor, you
know against the law). Hikaru was supposed to come up with a way to atone for his misdeed.
Shima suggests they "play lovers." They will have to keep it on the down low because of the
whole teacher student thing. Hikaru is ecstatic! [more]

Posted by Kris @ 11:06 PM PST [Link]

Carnal Sacraments 
Written by Perry Brass 
Published by Belhue Press
ISBN10: 1892149052 
ISBN13: 9781892149053

Review by Linda Yau

Carnal Sacraments is set in a futuristic alternative universe, this is a world
that is like Orwell's 1984 meet Anderson's Feed. Germany is the leading
country of the world and Jeffrey Cooper is a man who appears to be king of
his world. Jeffrey is a powerful businessman who has the ability to
determine trends. Similar to being a 'cool hunter,' styles are found to peak in

popularity and then fall in popularity, he determines that. As a product of the government's system
though, Jeffrey has a strict regimen of sustaining his ageless body. The only problem he worries
about is the copping of dealing with stress. It wasn't until he meets John that Jeffrey's perfect
world starts to crumble, as he enters into an identity crisis. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 07:31 PM PST [Link]

Seti's Heart
By Kiernan Kelly
1st Torquere Press Printing January 2008
Also available as an e-book

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Seeing how it's so close to Halloween, I thought I'd review a sexy horror
story. Looking in my e-book folder, I found a novel about a mummy I was
supposed to have reviewed back in the spring. Oops! Since it had
hibernated for so long, I thought I'd better resurrect it, like the mummy it's
about. Being familiar with Torquere Press' usual fare, I took for granted it
would be a hot, sexy gay love story. Much to my surprise, it was a very good

story as well. Good enough to be made into a movie, if it weren't for the gay love story. Let's hope
some enlightened film producer takes a stab at it in the not too distant future. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 02:27 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, October 29, 2008

Barefoot Waltz
Story and Art: Romuco Miike
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-595-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-595-7
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Review by Kris

Barefoot Waltz by Romuco Miike is a one-shot collection. This is the last
one-shot collection out of this round of Juné releases. Luckily in the next
round there was only one one-shot collection.

The first one-shot story Barefoot Waltz, Come Here, and Summer Cold are the longest of the
stories. Abe is an author and somewhat of a loner. At the beginning of the summer he always feel
a bit sluggish and a young man takes up his thoughts by the name of Katsumi Nakahara. Two
years ago Nakahara worked for the company that publishes Abe's work. When Nakahara had
come to pick up the manuscript they had a night of sweaty sex. Now two years from that time
Nakahara has shown up on Abe's step unable to get sensei out of his head. It seems Nakahara
fell in love with Abe and has no where else to go. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 09:50 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, October 28, 2008

Kabuki vol. 1 - Flower
Story and Art: Yukari Hashida
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-592-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-592-6

Review by Kris

Death will never separate these lovers.

Kounosuke is the young master of Kiyonari Castle during the Tenshou Era
(between 1573-1592 AD – thanks to the manga for publishing those dates).

He has a young page named Kageya. During a siege the castle had been breached and the
enemy was making its way to where Kounosuke and Kageya had retreated. Knowing that there
was no option but death the two lovers swore to one another that they would search for each
other in the next life. The next thing you know Kounosuke is lying in a modern hospital bed. He is
utterly confused. Where on earth is Kounosuke? [more]

Posted by Kris @ 02:45 PM PST [Link]

Passionate Theory
Story and Art: Ayumi Kano
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-578-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-578-0

Review by Kris

Midori Komasawa wants to study overseas. He is passionate about math.
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Midori failed to tell his best friend Arie Kanoh about going overseas. It
seems that Kanoh has deeper feelings for Midori than just friendship. But
there seems to be a rival on the scene for Midori's feelings. Gin Hanabusa is

Midori's cousin, a math teacher at Midori and Kanoh's school, and Kanoh's former math tutor.
Kanoh knows first hand how Hanabusa feels about Midori (at least he thinks he knows). Here
begins our bizarre love triangle of math. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 12:26 PM PST [Link]

Monday, October 27, 2008

Red Angel vol. 2
Story and Art: Makoto Tateno
Published by Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN-10: 1-56970-831-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-831-6

Review by I-hsiu Lin

From demons to angels....

That is the premise of the story Red Angel by Tateno Makoto. In vol. 1, we
meet Mika, a beautiful girl and Eru, her equally beautiful older brother.

Within a few moments, we learn that Eru and Mika is one in the same and as one, they are
vampires. That is putting it simply. With red wings and power that sets her apart from her
brethren, she travels through cities for the sake of living. With her memories unclear, she doesn't
seek her past, but her past finds her. A man with red colored wings, calling her by name. "Hello,
Archangel Michael." In the shower feathers, she finds herself.

As a fallen angel. Almost. [more]

Posted by I hsiu Lin @ 11:34 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, October 26, 2008

Yakuza in Love, vol. 3
Story and art by Shiuko Kano
Published by Deux Press
ISBN-10:  1934496316
ISBN-13:  9781934496312

Review by Jilly Gee

Is it too cliché if I start with, "The exciting conclusion to the yakuza boys love
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story by Shiuko Kano"?  Hrm, but it is exciting and it is a conclusion.
 Chihiro, letting his emotions obscure his common sense, goes charging off
on his own to rescue Junki while the clearheaded Sakiya and manager
Iwaki make more organized plans.  Sakiya, out of a combination of love for

Aoi and knowing his true nature, doesn't allow him to participate, which of course means Aoi
moves on his own anyway and gets into trouble himself.  Being locked up with the Don as
company means he gets to have that much-needed heart-to-heart with his cousin, but will that
selfish man really listen? [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 04:41 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron
J LHLS Archives: October 2008

Saturday, October 25, 2008

Manly
By Dale Lazarov 
Art by Amy Colburn
Published by Bruno Gmunder
ISBN10: 3861878879 
ISBN13: 9783861878872

Review by Linda Yau

I read Ginger's interview, my thoughts were somewhat consumed with wanting to get this book.
So I went and ordered the book. It came several days ago, and I spent several days now just
looking through the book, once. twice, and then again. The book was as good as the interview
promised it to be. Now Ginger didn't ask me to do this review - but I feel compelled to share my
feelings on this book. As a big warning, this book is definitely not for children at all. The book is
very targeted to a niche in the publishing market. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 08:22 PM PST [Link]

Anime Banzai 2008 Report - Day Two

By Kris

This report is available at J LHLS and Manic About Manga. Feel free to check them out!

I feel really lame saying this but with today's stretch of Anime Banzai I was unable to attend. I
woke up really sick this morning so I had to stay home in bed. I was looking forward to attending
many of the panels today, but my health is always more important.
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Seeing how I missed today, I'll focus this report on the artists that I had the opportunity to meet
yesterday. There were so many talented people that I chatted with in the Artist's Alley. Not only
were the artists selling beautiful fan art, but they also had a lot of insight into anime conventions
as well. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 07:40 PM PST [Link]

Friday, October 24, 2008

Anime Banzai 2008 Report - Day One

By Kris

This report is available at J LHLS and Manic About Manga. Feel free to check them out!

The weekend of October 24 and 25 there was an anime convention held in Salt Lake City, Utah.
I'm divulging huge information here, because this anime convention was held near my hometown.
The End of the World Anime Club at Salt Lake Community College organized this convention. I
had the chance to visit for a moment with one of the club members who also helped to organize
this con. She told me that this is the 4th year that they've held the convention. It was held at the
convention center in the Sheraton Hotel in downtown Salt Lake City. She informed me that this
was the second year at this location. It has grown every year that they hold the convention and
that they are aiming to create enough buzz and turn it into a three day con.

I am a newbie to the whole anime/manga world. Even though I do a lot of manga reviews in a
couple of places, I only started to watch anime at the end of 2007 and I started to read manga at
the beginning of 2008. Which means I've never been to a convention. Since SLC is a much
smaller city compared to the likes of New York City and Los Angeles, I knew that it wouldn't be as
flashy as conventions held in those cities. I have to admit that it was pretty impressive. They had
some big name guests lined up: Vic Mignogna, Sonny Strait, and Tiffany Grant. Remember, I'm a
newb so the only names I knew were Sonny Strait (the voice of Seiji Mido in Tsukuyomi
MoonPhase), and Tiffany Grant (Kuriko in Maburaho). There were some fun exhibitors in the
Exhibitor Room. Here is my report of the first day at Anime Banzai. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 10:38 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, October 22, 2008

Hot Limit
Story by: Minori Shima
Art by: Akira Kanbe
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10:1-56970-571-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-571-1

Review by I-hsiu Lin

While working at the bar, Kazuma Sogou meets Maya, a young attractive
male with a haughty personality and an attitude to boot. While working at a
mansion, Kazuma meets Shinya, a respectful young student with courteous

disposition. This isn't a boys love story about who Kazuma should choose to fall for though…
because Maya and Shinya is the same person! But who is the real one? The seductive Maya with
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the raging libido? Or the shy Shinya who is a model student with sweet nature?
[more]

Posted by I hsiu Lin @ 11:55 PM PST [Link]

Lover's Pledge
Story and Art: Kae Maruya
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-580-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-580-3

Review by Kris

Lover's Pledge is another one-shot collection released by Juné. This
time around it only contains three different stories.

In Lover's Pledge and Happily Ever After we meet Kazuto. He is known to
be quite the party animal, when he gets drunk that is. Not remembering what happened the night
before he woke up in a strange bed next to a strange man, and neither one of them was wearing
anything. It turns out that this handsome young man bought Kazuto's time for one month for the
amount of one million yen. Kazuto is somewhat nervous about this arrangement seeing how he
was naked in this guy's bed. When Kazuto finds the one million yen in his bag he intends to return
it to Takasugi. After Kazuto and Takasugi meet up they end up having a good time at the batting
cages. But more surprises await Kazuto. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 06:09 PM PST [Link]

Naughty Paris
Written by Jina Bacarr
Published by Spice, imprint of Harlequin Enterprises
ISBN-10:  037360517x
ISBN-13:  9780373605170

Review by Jilly Gee

Autumn Maguire should be on a romantic honeymoon in Paris, but it turns
out her fiancé is a cheat and liar and all that other bad stuff ex-lovers in
fiction are.  She uses the nonrefundable honeymoon trip tickets to see the
city she's always wanted to see, despite having no fresh groom to share it
with.  Trying to get away from the heavy rain, she ducks into an art studio,

inhabited by an artist who is, incidentally, looking for a nude model.  Having come this far, she
doesn't refuse, and is actually having a pretty good time with an extremely handsome portrait of
an artist long gone and a bronze statue of a fertility god when lightning strikes the studio, sending
electricity coursing through said bronze statue and into Autumn.  Fortunately for her, instead of
being burnt to a crisp and dying, she instead is sent back in time to 1889, a time when the
handsome artist in the portrait she was enjoying so thoroughly was still alive. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 05:51 PM PST [Link]

Sunflower vol. 2
Story and Art: Hyouta Fujiyama
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-014-1
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ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-014-3

Review by Kris

Kinsei High School is an all boys school where it is rumored that 90% of the
student body is either gay or bi. Not all the students who enter are gay, it's
just that sometimes they get swept up with their sexual urges and relent. In
the first volume of Sunflower we meet Ryuhei Ohno, super popular

student who came to Kinsei High through the escalator system. We also meet Kunihisa Imaizumi,
a transfer student who didn't know the rumors about Kinsei when he transferred in. If you are
interested in knowing more about the first volume, feel free to check out my review of
Sunflower vol. 1.

Ryuhei is somewhat confused on what he is feeling. He can't stand the vice president of the
student council, Noze-sempai, because of the amount of time that Imaizumi spends with him.
How come? The next day both Ryuhei and Imaizumi are a little confused by Ryuhei's little
outburst. They both want to apologize but never really get the chance. After school Ryuhei runs
into the tutor that he had fallen in love with. After speaking with Aikawa he realizes that it seems
he's fallen for Imaizumi. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 11:34 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, October 21, 2008

Romantic Illusions
Story and Art: Reiichi Hiiro
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-577-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-577-3

Review by Kris

It can be tough writing a comedic manga when you decide to use a mental
illness like multiple personalities as the basis of the story. Does Romantic
Illusions succeed? Read on to find out.

Yu Igarashi had to deal with emotional abuse when he was younger. Not only did his mother tell
him that no one could ever love him, but she abandoned him leaving him with her sister. In order
to deal with the fear of never being loved he created two additional personalities to love him.
Kaname is a tough defense lawyer and Ryo is a tough playboy. But they both love Yu. Yu works
part-time as a florist. It's here that he meets Sugo. Yu finds himself falling for Sugo, but feeling
jealous, Kaname and Ryo try to get in the way. They also don't trust Sugo. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 06:51 PM PST [Link]

Monday, October 20, 2008

Air vol. 1
Story by: G. Willow Wilson
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Art by: M.K. Perker
Published by the Vertigo Comics Imprint of DC Comics.

Review by Kris

Blythe is a flight attendant for Clearfleet Airlines. She also suffers from
acrophobia. Not a good mix, right? On many of her flights she runs into to a
man who seems to have many different personas (this time around he
seems Arabic/Middle Eastern/Pakistani). Another man approaches her and
offers his help. He is a member of a group called the Etesian Front. It's a

group that formed to try and stop "terrorists" on their turf. It seems that this group has grand
designs. They ask Blythe to deliver a briefcase to a contact in Amsterdam. Zayn, the man with the
many personas works for some unknown group. He has Blythe check the contents of the
briefcase. She is staring at plane hijacking instructions. She tries to get away from the Etesian
Front guys. Unfortunately, she and Zayn get caught and get dragged onto one of Clearfleet's
planes and are held hostage. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 06:34 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, October 19, 2008

Future Lovers 
Story and Art: Saika Kunieda
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496359
ISBN-13: 978-1934496350

Review by Linda Yau

Kento Kumagya is an ordinary high school science teacher whose life's
dream is to have a wife and children; however mentioning this to his
girlfriend with descriptions of likening her to a housekeeper and child-
bearing machine, Kento finds himself dumped. He then finds himself picked
up by a stranger at the bar. Drinking into a drunken stupor, this leads to a

night of passionate sex. The next day of going to work, Kento realizes that his lover was the
school's new art teacher: Akira Kazuki. After the welcome party that night for Akira, Kento once
again has drunken sex with Akira. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 05:25 PM PST [Link]

Red Angel vol. 2
Story and Art: Makoto Tateno
Published by Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN-10: 1-56970-831-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-831-6

Review by Kris

Ah, the month of October. It's that time of year when we carve jack-o-
lanterns. We deck the house out with ghost decorations and dress up like
various monsters. What better time of year to curl up on the sofa with a
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season appropriate manga. Red Angel is a two volume vampire series by
Makoto Tateno-sama. I have also reviewed Red Angel vol. 1, so don't hesitate to check it out
as well.

Mika and Eru is/are a fallen angel. The male Eru and the female Mika are one in the same, two
personalities and genders in one body. We also learn that Mika and Eru are the archangel
Michael (Mikeru is the Japanese pronunciation of the name Michael). Fallen angels on earth are
what we now know as vampires. The one who lords over them is Kinsei, also known as Lucifer.
[more]

Posted by Kris @ 03:19 PM PST [Link]

Total Surrender
Story and Art: Hiroko Ishimaru
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-589-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-589-6

Review by Kris

Total Surrender is a collection of one-shots that feature stories where
the characters have surrendered completely to their emotions. Hence the
name Total Surrender. But y'all are smart, I'm pretty sure you picked up
on that already.

There is a story of stepbrothers who can't live without each other. Another tale is of co-workers
who are lovers but are unable to find any time to be together. The third story is of a doctor and his
secretary who has pined for one another, but haven't done anything due to nervousness. Our
next story is about a young rich heir falling in love with his butler. In the fifth story, we meet two
former classmates whose sex life has gotten a little boring. The final story is the longest of the
one-shots. It's about a part-time employee who has fallen in love with one of the designers in the
office and he will do almost anything to get his attention. This last tale is the one that is featured
on the back of the book.
[more]

Posted by Kris @ 08:10 AM PST [Link]
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Friday, October 17, 2008

Shy Intentions
Story and Art: Syouko Takaku
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-567-4
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-567-4

Review by Kris

Yoshiyuki Shirotsubaki is a handsome middle school art teacher. Kaoru
Niiya is a furniture designer. These two met in a place people don't usually
cruise looking for a date, the hospital. Yoshiyuki's mother is suffering from
liver cancer, whereas Kaoru makes daily visits to his grandmother.

Yoshiyuki comes across as being cold and aloof. He hardly ever takes his eyes off the ground
and seems to be very closed off to others around him. Kaoru on the other hand is very
personable and people just seem to gravitate towards him. Even though the hospital seems to be
kind of a strange place to pick up men, it seems to have worked for Kaoru. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 10:14 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, October 16, 2008

Tough Love Baby
Story and Art: Shiuko Kano
Published by Deux Press
ISBN-10: 1934496111
ISBN-13: 978-1934496114
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Review by I-hsiu Lin

You can also check out Kris' awesome review of Tough Love Baby,
which goes into Kano's unique art style.

“Tough guys need love too.” Shiuko Kano’s Tough Love Baby is all
about guys who have tough exteriors but behind their façade, they’re

actually quite passionate. Well, not all the guys are tough on the outside. The story opens with
Yoshino Kakei who is a pretty relaxed kind of guy. Along with his cat, Sachi, he just moved back
to his old city and discovered that his apartment is right next to his ex-girlfriend’s…and her
younger brother, Sachi. [more]

Posted by I hsiu Lin @ 07:59 PM PST [Link]

Hitohira vol. 1
Story and Art: Idumi Kirihara
Published by Aurora Publishing
ISBN-10: 1934496421
ISBN-13: 978-1934496428

Review by Kris

Ah, the theatre. It is infectious once you get it in your veins. I was a shy kid
growing up. I loved to perform for various imaginary friends. I never liked
performing in front of real people though. It wasn't until I was twelve-years-
old and saw Pirates of Penzance performed at my sister's high school. The
lights, the costumes, and the music enchanted me. I knew that I wanted to

perform. I soon found myself going to local theatre performances. In the ninth grade I enrolled in
my schools theatre class and found myself freed from the things that held me back. I was
portraying someone else. I was no longer that shy, self-conscious girl. I was whomever I wanted
to be.

You're probably wondering why I took this walk down memory lane. Hitohira is the tale of Mugi
Asai. She is a small and very timid freshman. She decided that she wanted to attend the same
high school as her friend. Her friend applied to an arts high school, and so did Mugi. Mugi is so
timid that she barely speaks above a whisper when speaking to others. When she found out that
she passed the exam, she couldn't help but shout her excitement. Surprising not only herself, she
caught the attention of the Theatre Research Club director, Nono Ichinose. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 06:51 PM PST [Link]

Kiss All the Boys vol. 3
Story and Art: Shiuko Kano
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496456
ISBN-13: 978-1934496459
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Review by Kris

In my previous review of Kiss All the Boys vol. 2 I said that we would
probably be in for an explosive climax. And boy was I right! Plus, be sure to
catch my review of Kiss All the Boys vol. 1 for a more detailed look at
this amazing series.

For a quick recap:

Tetsuo Atarashi is a 32-year-old, straight, porn comic writer with a 15-year-old gay son. Haruka
Enomoto is living with Tetsuo because his mom is in Europe. Haruka is in love with his best friend
Hiroto Tamaki. Tetsuo's best friend, editor, and Haruka's uncle, Michiro Enomoto, is in love with
Tetsuo. Keiichi Momoyama is one of Tetuso's neighbors and also has a thing for Tetsuo. He was
also Tetsuo's first sexual encounter with a man. Tetsuo is a jerk supreme, but things seem to be
spiraling out of control for him. Not only has Michiro quit as his editor, but there is also a new
addition to the Atarashi household. Tamaki has run away from home and is now staying with
Tetsuo and Haruka. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 05:52 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, October 15, 2008

Oh my god! vol. 2
Story and Art: Natsuho Shino
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496448
ISBN-13: 978-1934496442

Review by Kris

Yuto Hikami has his hands full. He comes from a family of sorcerers, but
believes that the magic ran out a long time ago. The reason he has his
hands full you ask? Well... at home he lives with an amnesiac god he
named Jade and an agoraphobic water god named Rin. It turns out that
Yuto is actually very powerful, but he's not aware of it yet.

In Oh my god! vol. 2 our trio of magical misfits seems to attract trouble wherever they go. First
they deal with possessed glowing red beads. Plus there seem to be forces outside the human
realm that seem to know who Jade might be and know of Yuto's power as well. Not only are there
weird things going on around them but there is another mysterious stranger that looks familiar to
Yuto, but he has no idea who this man might be. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 05:39 PM PST [Link]

Maid in Heaven
Story and Art by Hisami Shimada
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
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ISBN-10: 1934496332 
ISBN-13: 9781934496336

Review by Linda Yau

Ever since his grandmother's back went out, Midori Ichii must take the place
of her job as a maid temporarily for Asagi Kosaka's household. His new
responsibilities include making tea for the master, and serving it to him. All
the while, wearing a maid's dress. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 11:40 AM PST [Link]

Monday, October 13, 2008

One Night Lesson
Story and Art by Ryo Takagi
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-566-6
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-566-7

Review by I-hsiu Lin

Excerpt from the back of the book. "In One Night Lesson, author Ryo
Takagi crafts a sweet collection of stories with one thing in common: a
sometimes humorous view of the uncertainty, misunderstanding and pain
that can accompany budding relationships." That sentenced summed up the

theme of the stories very well but 'misunderstandings' is oversimplifying the interactions that the
characters go through. [more]

Posted by I hsiu Lin @ 06:21 PM PST [Link]

The Keeper
Written by Kalita Kasar
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10:  1603704361
ISBN-13:  9781603704366

Review by Jilly Gee

Historical fiction mixed with gay erotica, The Keeper starts with Thomas, a
shoemaker's apprentice in 1772, being kidnapped and almost taken to do
hard labor.  Lucky for him, he's a pretty boy and gets taken to Léon
Chambellan's place instead, to serve as a sort of sex slave.  Actually,
"slave" is too strong of a word, since the boys that get taken to

Chambellan's supposedly volunteer their services and enjoy it.  Thomas, however, is different
from all the other boys, so innocent and pure that he feels the pleasure he gets from
Chambellan's touches are wicked and sinful, which simultenously makes him the most desired
one out of the household and the one that Chambellan cannot touch.  So Chambellan leaves him
alone, hoping that the boy will eventually get over it all and come to seek him out.  Thomas does
get over those feelings of shame eventually, but seeing as how he is not aggressive in any way
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whatsoever, thinks that he has fallen out of Chambellan's favor and works hard to win his way
back into it, putting great effort into his "training". [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 01:43 AM PST [Link]

The Firemaster's Mistress
Written by Christie Dickason
Published by HarperCollins
ISBN-10:  0061568260
ISBN-13:  9780061568268

Review by Jilly Gee

In the early 1600's, uhappy with the way the new government was treating
them, a group of overzealous Catholics and people unhappy with the
spinelessness of King James I, formed an elaborate plan to blow up the
House of Parliament, now known as the Gunpowder Plot of 1605.  Francis
Quoynt, son of Boomer Quoynt, known in the area for making explosives,

gunpowder, and the like, would have been perfectly satisfied using his talents to make dramatic
light shows that would bring awe to people's faces rather than dangerous weapons that would
bring pain to the same faces.  His desire for a future secure enough to enable him to confidently
take Kate Peach as his wife, however, pushes him to accept a position as a spy from Robert
Cecil, first Earl of Salisbury, who promises him that secure future. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 01:39 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, October 12, 2008

By Jilly Gee and Linda Yau
Photographs by Jilly Gee and Linda Yau
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[more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 02:15 AM PST [Link]

New York Anime Festival 2008 part 2
by I-hsiu Lin
Photographed by I-hsiu Lin

The next two days, I mainly concentrated on the Yoshitaka Amano panel and Rie Tanaka panel.
On Saturday night, I attended the legendary World Cosplay Summit Masquerade. It was
legendary since Rie Tanaka had a mini-concert and Team Osaka made an appearance.... [more]
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Posted by I hsiu Lin @ 02:14 AM PST [Link]

New York Anime Festival 2008 
By Jilly Gee and Linda Yau
Photographs by Jilly Gee and Linda Yau

From the same organizers of the Comic Con, New York Anime Festival (NYAF) occurred
September 26-28, 2008 as an industry convention to showcase the best in Japanese Anime
culture that is brought over here by companies such as Del Rey Manga, TokyoPop, Funimation,
Media Blasters, and the list can go on. JLHLS was able to be present at the NYAF as festivities
occurred in typical convention fashion of three days. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 02:01 AM PST [Link]
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Friday, October 10, 2008

New York Anime Festival 2008
by I-hsiu Lin
Photographed by I-hsiu Lin

Similar to last year, the New York Anime Festival boast a huge Dealer's Room, though many of
the major publishing companies was absent like Tokyopop and DMP. (I think they were focused
on Yaoi-Con on the west coast which was happening that same weekend.) Those that appeared
had many things in store for the convention goers. Besides the voice actors and guests that were
part of the original convention scheduling, Bandai Entertainment and Funimation brought in their
cast to promote Claymore, Darker then Black, Gurren Lagann and Gundam 00. There
were signings and events at their booth throughout the weekend. [more]

Posted by I hsiu Lin @ 10:19 AM PST [Link]

Thursday, October 9, 2008

Street Fighter #12
Story by Ken Siu-Chong
Cover Art by Jo Chen
Published by Udon Comics

Review by I-hsiu Lin

This review is a slight continuation of my previous review, Street Fighter
issue 10. As mentioned before, even though I didnï't read the previous
issues and am missing issue 11, the plot is easy to pick up even from here.
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In issue 10, there are references to Cammy and the anti-terrorist unit, Delta
Red stationed in Brazil. Issue 12 focuses on their mission there: to stop the

crime syndicate, Shadaloo. Although Cammy suffers from amnesia and has a questionable past
(that may have to do with their enemy target,) it does not present an issue with her teammates
and commander. Their trust in her is quickly established in first few panels of the comic. This is
important since the action then opens with Cammy being abducted and faint bits of her memory
returns. [more]

Posted by I hsiu Lin @ 11:27 PM PST [Link]

Street Fighter #10
Story by Ken Siu-Chong
Cover Art by Jo Chen
Published by Udon Comics

Review by I-hsiu Lin

I have never followed the story for Street Fighter, but reading from issue
10 was not a problem. Action based comics has a more linear plotline and
after figuring out (quite easily) who the 'good guys' and 'bad guys' are, being
thrown into the middle of the action presented no hindrance in knowing
what was going on.

Agent Chun-Li and Fei Long tries to locate the crime syndicate of Shadaloo in Hong Kong. We
learn that Shadaloo was involved with the death of Chun-Li's father and she seeks the aid of her
old martial arts teache, Master Gen. However, revenge is not the only motive for the female agent
in searching for the ninja clad terrorist group. They have bigger plans that are certain to be a
menace to society and the world. Of course, Chun-Li and company will be stopping them. [more]

Posted by I hsiu Lin @ 11:22 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, October 8, 2008

Mister Mistress vol. 2
Story and Art: Rize Shinba
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 193449643x
ISBN-13: 978-1934496435

Review by Kris

Fujimaru Senda has more on his plate than he needs. He spends his time
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following his little brother home from cram school (incognito, of course).
He's also fighting the advances of the incubus Rei, both at home and at
school. Finally, the Occult Research Club is studying him. What more can
he handle? [more]

Posted by Kris @ 05:05 PM PST [Link]

Monday, October 6, 2008

J LHLS interview with Karl Christian Krumpholz

Interview by Ginger Mayerson

Karl Christian Krumpholz took a little time out from his glamorous fast-
paced life, which includes comics, illustration, and the ongoing sequential
saga of the most fabulous Byron, to give J LHLS this interview. We bow
down to Karl. He's so cool, I got frostbite just working on this interview.

Ginger Mayerson: So, Karl, I'm thoroughly loving your drunkard portraits.
They could be a book all by themselves. Are you going to do a book of
them? You should.

Karl Christian Krumpholz: Thanks a lot. I'm getting a lot of good
response from the portraits. I haven't really thought about compiling a book of them as yet. There
are only 34 portraits at the moment and I would like to create several more series, other then
famous drunks, before I think about a book. I did want to do a series of famous horror icons
(Christopher Lee, Vincent Prince, etc), crime authors (Raymond Chandler, Jim Thompson, etc),
and early blues and rock musicians (Son House, Charlie Patton, Elvis, etc.) The drunken portraits
used an extra blue color, so each of the other series would be done in a different color. So, there
is a bit of a way to go before I start thinking about a book. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10:55 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, October 4, 2008

Flamboyant
Art: Ugetsu Hakua
Published by Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN-10: 1-56970-801-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-801-9

Review by Kris

I love artbooks. For example, I have no problem with shelling out $50+ for
Shiuko Kano-sama's Playgirl. So for me to have the opportunity to snag
DMP's production of Flamboyant at no cost to me, of course I'm going to
jump!

Honestly, I had never heard of Ugetsu Hakua. All I had ever seen of sensei's work was the cover
at different DMP websites. While doing some digging I found out that Hakua-sensei was involved
with the design of the anime series, Burst Angel. I had never heard of it, but because it had been
licensed here in the US I figured that this is a series many have heard of. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 10:27 PM PST [Link]

Polanski: A Biography
By Christopher Sandford
Published by Palgrave Macmillan
ISBN-10: 0-230-60778-0
ISBN 13: 978-0-230-60778-1
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Review by Chad Denton

More than any other film director in recent decades, Roman Polanski is a
case study of the artist as a celebrity in ways detached from his own work.
Within his own life Polanski embodies the history of the West in the
twentieth century: a Holocaust survivor, an émigré from Communist Poland,
a champion of the Sexual Revolution, the husband of the Manson Family's

most well-known victim Sharon Tate, a mass media villain, and to this day, by being a culture
hero to many French and a notorious pedophile to many Americans, an example of stark,
perhaps insurmountable cultural gaps between continental Europe and the United States. Even
without such a colorful life, which may not be stranger than fiction but is certainly more interesting
than the plots of most novels on the bestseller lists, Polanski's corpus of work could fuel any
number of books. After all, his filmography contains a milestone in horror cinema (Rosemary's
Baby), a gritty but straightforward Shakespeare adaptation (Macbeth), a homage to
sadomasochism (Bitter Moon), "neo-noir" (Chinatown), a parody of Hammer-style horror (The
Fearless Vampire Killers), and a big-budget pirate-themed action movie (Pirates), just to name
some. [more]

Posted by Chad Denton @ 04:26 PM PST [Link]

Friday, October 3, 2008

What is Money?
Written by: Etan Boritzer
Illustrated by: Jennifer West
Published by Veronica Lane Books
ISBN-10: 0-9762743-3-7
ISBN-13: 978-0-9762743-3-9

Review by Kris

When I was a kid I never really knew where money came from. I always
figured that as long as my parents had checks in the checkbook, they had

money. Little did I know that my understanding of money was totally wrong. I really wish this book
had been around when I was learning how to read. Maybe, while growing up I would have had a
healthier relationship with money. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 09:23 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, October 1, 2008

Spies, Lies, and Naked Thighs
Written by: Jina Bacarr
Published by the Spice Books Imprint of Harlequin.
ISBN-10: 0-373-60522-6
ISBN-13: 978-0-373-60522-4
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Review by Kris

Breezy Malone was once a nondescript archaeologist who's only pleasure
in life was digging around in the Syrian Desert. That was until she met
Sharif. Sharif seduced Breezy with his dashing good looks and smooth
personality. She thought that Sharif was interested in her when in actuality
he was more interested in her newest find, a priceless artifact from the

Crusades. It turns out that Sharif has ties to the al-Qaeda terror network and had planned on
getting his hands on Breezy's treasure. He wanted to sell the item so he could continue his jihad.
Sharif murdered Breezy's contact and framed her for the murder. All so he could get his hands on
the item while she rotted away in prison.

Two years later, Breezy works as a covert sex agent with the FBI hunting down terrorists,
especially Sharif. She's determined to exact her revenge. She made a deal with the FBI to help,
but if she goes AWOL, she'll get sent back to prison. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 06:31 PM PST [Link]

The Spanish Bride
By Georgette Heyer 
Originally published in the United Kingdom in 1940 by William Heinemann
Ltd., re-released in 2008 by Sourcebooks Landmark, an imprint of
Sourcebooks, Inc. 
ISBN-10: 1-4022-1113-9
ISBN-13: 978-1-4022-1113-3

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

This has got to be one of the best stories ever written by the prolific Ms.
Heyer. Similar to her earlier novel about love and war, "An Infamous Army",
but a lot more satisfying for the romantics among us who prefer fact mixed

in with our fiction. While "An Infamous Army" concentrated on the Duke of Wellington's brilliant
strategic defeat of Napoleon Bonaparte at Waterloo, with the rocky romance of Lady Barbara
Childe and Colonel Charles Audley serving as background. In this novel the love story of Harry
and Juana Smith is given equal time with old Hooknose (as Wellington's men fondly called him)
and Boney's dispute. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 04:20 PM PST [Link]

What is Dreaming? 
Written by Etan Boritzer. Illustrated by Jeff Vernon 
Published by Veronica Lane Books
Hardcover: 978976274377 
Paperback: 9780976274360

Review by Linda Yau
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From the many parenting books that are out there, how many can name a
strategy of answering those sticky questions that kids seem to love to ask. I
myself cannot count how many times, when I was a kid that I asked my

mother - what that is…or what is this? Etan Boritzer's book What is Dreaming is a fun read out
loud book that grown ups can share with children, explaining and answering one of life’s
unanswerable questions. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 10:20 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, September 28, 2008

West Hollywood Book Fair 2008

An express report by Ginger Mayerson

So, I went to the West Hollywood Book Fair today.

It's quite a schlep from Lincoln Heights, but no schlep is too large to stop J LHLS from bringing
our readers the latest in cultural news.

I don't have a big picture picture of the big picture, but here's a panel I made it to in the Queer
and Quirky or Quirky and Queer Pavilion. That's Brad Rader in the center and Luis Reyes on the
right.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/61-9780976274360-0
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[more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:03 PM PST [Link]

Yes We Can: A Biography of Barack Obama
Written by: Garen Thomas
Published by the Feiwel and Friends Imprint of Macmillan.
ISBN-10: 0-312-53709-3
ISBN-13: 978-0-312-53709-8
Review by Kris

Barack Obama

If you have never heard this name before you have either been living in a
cave or under a rock. Barack Obama is the Democratic Party's presidential
candidate (that is for those of you living in a cave or under a rock.) Garen

Thomas has written this biography to introduce young readers to one of the most charismatic
politicians of our time. I want to let you all know that when it comes to my political affiliations I am
an independent voter. I vote on issues, not on the party. But thanks to this book, I have a new
appreciation for this man. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 08:41 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

J LHLS Archives: September 2008

Monday, September 22, 2008

Brooklyn Book Festival 
Attended and Written by Jilly Gee, I-hsiu Lin, and Linda Yau
Photographs by I-hsiu Lin, and Linda Yau

The Brooklyn Book Festival is an annual free event presented by Brooklyn Borough President
Marty Markowitz, and the Brooklyn Literary Council. The purpose of this event is to celebrate and
showcase Brooklyn's literary stars as well, featuring international authors for the enhancement of
Brooklyn's continuing contemporary, and historic literary reputation. This event attracts book
lovers of all ages and types. The three reporters attending this event had varied experiences, but
shared a common goal to present our experiences. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 06:36 AM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.
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Saturday, September 20, 2008

I Shall Never Return vol. 4
Story and Art: Kazuna Uchida
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496340
ISBN-13: 978-1934496343

Review by Kris

I don't really want to bore you with recapping the previous volumes, so click
on the following links to read my previous reviews: volume 1, volume 2, and
volume 3. Shall we jump on in to the synopsis and review?

Ken wants to become a better man for Ritsuro. The opportunity to travel to
India with his stepfather J is the perfect chance. Ritsuro doesn’t seem to see it that way. He
figures that Ken is happy with his new family and no longer needs him. To cope with the pain,
Ritsuro finds solace in Kazuyoshi’s arms. Kazuyoshi tells Ritsuro that he loves him over and over,
but Ritsuro’s emotions aren’t as clear. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 10:08 PM PST [Link]

Friday, September 19, 2008

J LHLS Interview with Amy Colburn

Manly
Author: Dale Lazarov
Illustrator: Amy Colburn
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Publisher: Bruno Gmunder Verlag Gmbh, 2008
ISBN: 9783861878872

Artist Amy Colburn was kind enough to give J LHLS this interview on the
eve of the U.S. publication of Manly, written by Dale Lazarov with art by Ms.

Colburn.

Interview by Ginger Mayerson

Ginger Mayerson: So how long have you been working with Dale Lazarov? He's so cool, I get
frostbite just thinking about him.

Amy Colburn: Dale is great. I've been working with him for...almost two years? Since we
started production on "Manly."

GM: I love your art for "Manly." How did you and Dale find each other?

AC: Dale saw some of my personal comic work and contacted me about doing a book with him. I
thought his previous book, "Sticky," (see links below, Ed) was amazing, and I was thrilled and
flattered that he wanted to work with me. I jumped at it!

GM: What are you reading? Comics and other?

AC: Lately, I've been going back and reading books that I feel like I should have read by now.
Dorian Gray, In Cold Blood, whatever I happen to pick up. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:41 PM PST [Link]

Future Lovers vol. 1
Story and Art: Saika Kunieda
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496359
ISBN-13: 978-1934496350

Review by Kris

Kento Kumagaya has always wanted a caring wife and loving kids. You
know, the ideal kind of life. Life, however, dealt him a different hand. After
having his proposal rejected by his girlfriend, a handsome guy at the bar let
him cry on his shoulder. The two of them had quite a bit to drink, and ended
up having a hot, sweaty night of sex. Kento is a science teacher in a high

school and his girlfriend is the school nurse. After his night of hot lovin’ he was in for a surprise at
work. It turns out his one night stand is the new art teacher Akira Kazuki. That night Kazuki got a
little drunk at his own welcoming party and Kento was given the pleasure to take him home. Once
they got to Kazuki’s place, another night of hot, passionate sex ensued. It turns out that Kento
might not be as straight as he thought. Of course, Akira is a self-assured gay man. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 08:20 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, September 18, 2008
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Make Love and Peace
Story and Art: Takane Yonetani
Published by the Luv Luv Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496324
ISBN-13: 978-1934496329

Review by Kris

Ayame Shinoda is an 18-year-old college student. By sheer chance she met
the love of her life, Koichi. The opportunity presented itself when a thief
snatched a purse. Ayame was on the softball team in high school so she’s
pretty tough. She helped apprehend the suspect and fell in love with one of
the cops who aided in the chase. Yes, that cop is Koichi. After Ayame

decided to stalk him, they started a relationship.
[more]

Posted by Kris @ 08:02 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, September 17, 2008

Yakuza in Love vol. 3
Story and Art: Shiuko Kano
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496316
ISBN-13: 978-1934496312

Review by Kris

OK, let’s do a quick recap:

Aoi Ichimura is a member of the Flower Gang. He works as an apprentice
for the Underboss, Yuji Sakiya. The current Don is a creep. Chihiro
Karasuma is an executive in the gang and very close friends with Sakiya.

Junki Ozawa is Karasuma’s current apprentice and brother to one of Chihiro’s former apprentices.
Aoi loves Sakiya, Sakiya loves Aoi back. Junki loves Chihiro, but Chihiro only sees Junki as a
little brother. Junki has been sleeping with Azuma, a member in a rival faction of the Flower
Gang. Aoi is lucky, the Don is infatuated with Aoi. And Junki has been kidnapped. Phew…

This is the last volume for the Yakuza in Love series. Boy, does it come to a head, erm I
mean, we reach the climax, no, oh forget it! Keep your minds in the gutter! We’ve reached the
end with explosive force. Chihiro insists on finding Junki on his own, but Sakiya doesn’t think
that’s a good idea. So, while Chihiro charges on ahead full force, Sakiya goes to the yakuza
manager for backup. When Junki is located the yakuza gather for the final showdown. I don’t
want to give too much away so you’ll have to read the book to find out what happens. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 07:54 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, September 16, 2008

VIZ Announces Black Lagoon Manga

VIZ announced today the North American debut of the BLACK LAGOON manga series. I have
not read the manga yet, but based on how good the anime series is, I'm excited about this. The
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following is from the VIZ press release:

Creator/artist Rei Hiroe debuted his first manga series in 1993. His most notable work, BLACK
LAGOON, has been published in Shogakukan's monthly magazine Sunday GX since 2002. The
series is critically acclaimed for its unrelenting, fast-paced action, gritty stories and highly detailed
array of weaponry and military hardware. Based on the success of the manga in Japan, BLACK
LAGOON was also developed into a blockbuster animated series that has produced two seasons
in Japan to date.

"BLACK LAGOON is a fast-paced, gun-slinging action adventure in the tradition of Pulp Fiction
and The Transporter," says Mike Montesa, Editor, VIZ Media. "Readers will delight in the
accurately depicted arsenal of weaponry and hard-boiled characters including the tough-as-nails
Revy Two Hand, who is probably the sexiest femme fatale to ever pick up a Gepard anti-tank rife.
With their modified PT boat, the Black Lagoon crew will deliver anything anywhere, no questions
asked – so long as the price is right. We invite readers to delve into this shady and exciting world
of double-dealing gangsters and ruthless criminals who will use any means necessary to try and
stop this rag-tag group of well-armed mercenaries from fulfilling their dangerous missions."

See also: Review of the Black Lagoon anime

Tom Good

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:05 PM PST [Link]

Monday, September 15, 2008

Kumoricon 2008

by Tom Good
Photography by Tom Good and Gregor Torrence

Kumoricon transforms an ordinary Portland weekend into something more magical, a gathering

http://ironmonkey.blogspot.com/
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where costumed anime fans can wander beneath the trees of a city park, savoring the days of
summer. Passers-by ask about the gathering in appreciative tones, admiring the workmanship of
the costumes. The convention seems infused with a feeling of fan empowerment, which leads to
enthusiastic participation in the events of the weekend, from panel discussions to contests and
games. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 09:54 PM PST [Link]

Barack Obama for Beginners: An Essential Guide
Written by Bob Neer
Illustrated by Joe Lee
Published by For Beginners Imprint of Steerforth Press
ISBN-10: 1934389382 
ISBN-13: 9781934389386

Review by Linda Yau

In a nutshell, Barack Obama for Beginners is a easy to read biographical
account/comic book of this year's Democratic President candidate. Many
voters, may not be aware of the man who they possibly vote for, so this is a
guide that condenses the entire personal and political history of Barack

Obama. Illustrated with cartoon images, the book delivers a amusing and succinct representation
of the candidate, with web references at the back of the book for more information. The book
ensures that it would be a short read, for an afternoon or a commute, which it was. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 06:29 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!
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Saturday, September 13, 2008

Bent 
Written by Sean Michael 
Published by Torque Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-434-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-434-2

Review by Linda Yau

BDSM dominant, Marcus Goodfellow never imagined he will find a perfect
submissive for him until he meets ex-Professor Jim Upton at the local
bookstore. In spite of the dark and lonely past that placed Jim into a self-
imposed existence. Marcus pursues him relentlessly to make him realize
that under all that layers of denial, lays a man who is in need of someone.

[more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 07:46 PM PST [Link]

Friday, September 12, 2008

A Gentleman's Kiss vol. 1
Story and Art: Shinri Fuwa
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-581-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-581-0

Review by Kris
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I seem to be on a yakuza reading binge. First it was A Gentleman's
Kiss. I followed it up with Yakuza in Love vol. 3. Then it was the yaoi
novel Sleeping with Money. I rounded it out with Totally Captivated
vol. 4. OK, Totally Captivated is a Korean manhwa but it still deals

with organized crime. All these other reviews will come later, but this one is dedicated to Shinri
Fuwa-sensei's A Gentleman's Kiss vol. 1.

Homura Yasobe is a young, handsome businessman. He's also being groomed on being his
father's successor. His father happens to be a yakuza boss. Homura is carrying a huge secret
with him as well. He has a male lover, Touji Karasuma, who happens to be the successor of his
father's business. That business is as a yakuza boss, and rival faction to Homura's. The two met
in high school, but started seeing one another many years later. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 07:00 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, September 10, 2008

Clear Skies vol. 1
Story by: Akira Sugano
Art by: Etsumi Ninomiya
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-575-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-575-9

Review by Kris

Clear Skies was a yaoi novel before it was made into a two book manga
series. Feel free to check out my previous review for the novel. The first
volume of the series covers about the first half of the book.

Taiga Obinata is the man of the house. He is the oldest male in his family of rowdy younger
brothers. There is an older sister they look up to, but she does her own thing most of the time. We
have the opportunity to see that when Shuu Asuou and a yakuza punk named Yuuta show up on
the Obinata's doorstep. According to Shuu, he and Shima (the sister) were recently married. No
one believed him until a phone call from Shima sets them all straight. No one seems cool with the
arrangement, especially Taiga. Taiga is an editor for a sci-fi magazine and Shuu is an author for
the same magazine. Not only are they coworkers but they are former classmates as well. It
seems we are in for a wild ride.
[more]

Posted by Kris @ 05:55 PM PST [Link]

Monday, September 8, 2008

The Ruby in the Smoke 
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By Philip Pullman
Published by Alfred A. Knopf Books for Young Readers 
ISBN-10: 0394895894 
ISBN-13: 9780394895895

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

This is the first of a series of children's books written by Philip Pullman, the
author of "The Golden Compass", which is part of a trilogy entitled "His Dark
Materials" that has been denounced as atheistic by the Catholic Church.
Never having read these books, nor seen the movie based upon "The
Golden Compass", I don't have any preconceived notions of the author's

alleged atheism or the grudge he supposedly has against the Catholic Church, of which I am a
member. Therefore I was able to judge this charming book on its own merits. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 09:10 PM PST [Link]
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Thursday, September 4, 2008

Eriko Tadeno Works 
Story and Art by Eriko Tadeno 
Published by ALC Publishing 
ISBN-10: 0975916041
ISBN-13: 978-0975916049

Review by Linda Yau

This is a hot off the press copy that I had received from Yuri Con/ALC
Publishing table at Otakon 2008’s dealer room. Just for a little background,
ALC Publishing was founded, with the intent of publishing English
translations of Yuri love, and they did with Eriko Tadeno Works. The book

itself is a collection of four sexy short stories with three couples. The third couple’s story actually
covers two stories. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 08:07 PM PST [Link]

Today's Ulterior Motives
Story and Art: Sakuya Fujii
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-800-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-800-2

Review by Kris

We've all heard about the casting couch in Hollywood, right? In Today's
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Ulterior Motives Sanari Jounouchi-sensei's casting couch is in the form
of an onsen. The first chapter of the manga is told from Jounouchi-sensei's
point of view, but Makoto Aizawa tells the rest of it.

Sanari Jounouchi loves to relax in privacy at inns with onsen, or outdoor baths. One evening
while getting ready to enjoy his evening he sees a young man in his reserved bath. The young
man is openly crying. He then goes under the water and fails to surface again. Jounouchi comes
to the young man's rescue only to be told he was play-acting. It turns out that this young man was
an actor, at one time. Jounouchi was immediately drawn to him and his charms. After a night of
passion Jounouchi figures he will never see the young man again. Sanari Jounouchi is a
playwright and director for the Saihou Theatre Company. At auditions, boy was he in for a
surprise. In walks his adorable young man, Makoto Aizawa.
[more]

Posted by Kris @ 06:40 PM PST [Link]

Tales of the Sisters Kane
By Christy Kane
Published by Baby Tattoo Books
ISBN-10: 0-9778949-4-0
ISBN-13: 978-0-9778949-4-9

Review by Kris

Lily loves her mother’s sewing machine. Polly travels the world on roller
skates. Callalilly wants to be a world famous pianist… right now. Hyacinth,

Azaeleah, and Violah are triplets with a little sister Wisteria. These are the sisters Kane. They are
daughters to artist and photographer, Christy Kane. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 04:30 PM PST [Link]

Ai no Kusabi, Volume 3--Nightmare
Story by Rieko Yoshihara
Illustrations by Katsumi Michihara
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10:  1569707847
ISBN-13:  9781569707845

Review by Jilly Gee

There is a heirarchy the world of the future presented in Ai no Kusabi, with
Tanagura Blondies at the top and Ceres residents at the bottom.
 Somewhere in between are the "pets", playthings of the Blondies; living
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beings specially bred to be sex toys for public erotic display; these pets and
their owners normally adhere to certain rules of society, some official, some not.  Already
breaking rules, the fact that an elite Blondy such as Iason has taken a Ceres slum mongrel such
as Riki to be his pet pales in comparison to this slum mongrel being given special treatment by
the Blondy.  To Riki, however, it is not special treatment, but torture. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 04:04 AM PST [Link]

Wednesday, September 3, 2008

Coming Soon! The Kurmoricon Report! By Tom and Gregor, ace J LHLS con
reporters!

So, see? There IS something to look forward to! Watch the skies...or something.
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Posted by Editor @ 08:53 PM PST [Link]

From Dead to Worse: A Sookie Stackhouse novel 
By Charlaine Harris
Published by Ace Books, New York ISBN-10: 0441015891 ISBN-13:
9780441015894

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

This is the eighth in the Southern Vampire series by the talented Charlaine
Harris, a Southern belle with a sense of humor that's both whimsical and
macabre. Her vampires are just as frightening as Anne Rice's, and a lot
more interesting. So is her heroine, Sookie Stackhouse. Not that there's
anything frightening about Sookie; she's just an ordinary working gal from
Bon Temps, Louisiana, who works as a barmaid at a local bar named

Merlotte's. Oh, and she's also psychic. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 08:19 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, September 2, 2008

Heavenly Body
Story and Art: Takashi Kanzaki
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496391
ISBN-13: 978-1934496398

Review by Kris

We are treated to three stories in Heavenly Body. Heavenly Body is the
main story that takes up about half the book. Then we have two shorter
one-shots: A Ballad for You, and Beloved.

Heavenly Body – Hazumi lives at home with two foreign exchange students:
Luke and Ray. Luke has an interesting way of waking Hazumi. Luke takes care of Hazumi’s
morning wood. It seems Luke is a sex fiend. Ray on the other hand is very sweet and
considerate. He hasn’t tried anything funny and seems to really care for Hazumi. Little did
Hazumi know that Luke is an angel and Ray is a demon. There is a war going on in Heaven.
They’re fighting over the earth. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 12:52 AM PST [Link]

Monday, September 1, 2008

One Night Lesson
Story and Art: Ryo Takagi
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-566-6
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-566-7

Review by Kris

One Night Lesson is a collection of one-shots. Actually, it contains only
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three one-shots and a brief mixed manga starring all of our boys at the very
end.

One Shot may sound like it's aptly named (it being a one-shot) but actually it's about photography
(tee-hee, fooled you!) Kairi is a talented photographer. His model of choice is Takara. Kairi is
trying to get shots of the real Takara, but is really having a difficult time. As it turns out, Takara
has fallen in love with Kairi but is worried about his photographer (yes, I mean Kairi) uncovering
those emotions. Because Kairi is trying to coax out the real Takara, the two spend virtually all of
their time together. They work together; they live together, etc. But what will Kairi do to get the
shot he's looking for? [more]

Posted by Kris @ 08:32 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, August 31, 2008

Ruff Love
Story and Art: Tamaki Kirishima
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496413
ISBN-13: 978-1934496411

Review by Kris

Taketora Kanbayashi is an author of historical fiction. Sadly, he's not very
good. So, to make ends meet he works part-time in his uncle's bar.
Taketora is known for being extremely handsome, but kind of boring. Little
did Taketora know that his world was about to be flipped upside down by
his grandfather's reincarnated pet dog, Shiba. When Shiba passed away, he

wished to be able to return to Takeyuki, Taketora's grandfather, and repay his kindness.
Taketora's grandfather had passed away twenty years before. Shiba was a little too late. Taketora
then made the decision to allow this cute, but clumsy half-human, half-dog stay with him and take
care of him. Yes, Shiba is mostly human but still has dog ears, a tail, and large canine teeth.

Shiba's intentions are pure, but he's very clumsy. Taketora usually ends up cleaning up after
Shiba and his clumsiness. Shiba may not be too much help around the house, but he seems to
have worked miracles in influencing Taketora's writing. The longer that Shiba stays, Taketora
finds himself emotionally opening up. It seems he's fallen in love with Shiba. It turns out that Shiba
has fallen in love with Taketora too. Their happiness is cut short by the entrance of a large black
dog. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 07:21 PM PST [Link]

Author's Pet 
Story and Art by Deathco Cotorino
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Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569705887
ISBN-13: 978-1569705889

Review by Linda Yau

Author's Pet is the title story of Juné September offering of published boy
love. There are six short stories in total. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 03:30 PM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, August 27, 2008

Clear Skies! A Charming Love Story
Story by: Akira Sugano
Illustrated by: Etsumi Ninomiya
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-572-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-572-8

Review by Kris

The Obinata household is a boisterous den of testosterone. Taiga is the
oldest male and took over the manly duties of being the head of the house
after his parents passed away. But, there is one older than he is, and she
rules with fear. The oldest of the Obinata children is Shima. She happens to
be a journalist and doesn't come home too often. Taiga works as an editor

for a science fiction magazine and does what he can to support his younger brothers. The middle
child is Akinobu and he is a student at a university. Next in line is Jou (yes, its pronounced Joe)
who happens to be a professional boxer. The baby of the family is Mayumi. He's currently in high
school and has Taiga and his brothers wrapped around his finger.

One hot evening, the Obinata family gets two visitors. Shuu Asuou, a writer at Taiga's magazine
and a former schoolmate of his, and some dude who looks like yakuza, have arrived with luggage
in hand. Of course this throws Taiga for a loop. Why on earth would an author and a yakuza be
standing at the door like they're ready to move in? Shuu claims that he and Shima, the older
sister, have recently gotten married and he and his brother, Yuuta, will be moving in. Initially no
one believes them, until they get a call from Shima confirming what Shuu says. [more]
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Posted by Kris @ 11:15 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, August 26, 2008

Adam the King
By Jeffrey Lewis
Published by Other Press
ISBN-10: 1590512847
ISBN-13: 9781590512845

Review by Lynn Loper

‘Adam the King’ starts simply, with a wedding. A wedding is simple, at least
in concept: two people, witnesses, words about forever. But the witness is
thinking about the bride’s sister, killed in an accident years ago, and the
groom was driving. And the bride’s cancer. And when he comes back to
visit, the beautiful house Adam had built his wife is gone, burnt down.

Nothing is ever really simple. [more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 06:47 PM PST [Link]

Migration Patterns
By Gary Schanbacher
Published by Fulcrum Publishing
ISBN-10: 1555916465
ISBN-13: 9781555916466

Review by Lynn Loper

I don't often read short story collections, and I'm so glad I read this one.
'Migration Patterns' is a group of stories with interconnections, not so strong
that you lose track of the individual stories, but strong enough that the
stories wouldn't be as good without them. [more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 06:46 PM PST [Link]

Me, Myself & Him
Me, Myself & Him
By E.N Joy
Published by Urban Christian
ISBN-10: 1601629540
ISBN-13: 9781601629548

Review by Lynn Loper

This book was labeled 'Urban Christian Fiction', and it's a genre with which
I'm utterly unfamiliar.

Given that: this is the kind of book you see lining shelves at the drugstore.
It's a factory story. Someplace there's a publishing house that has a box full of characters. You
pick some, then some characteristics out of another box, and some situations out of yet another,
and you mix them all up, and you have a story. [more]
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Posted by Lynn Loper @ 06:45 PM PST [Link]

Mabinogi
Distributed by Nexon

Review by Jilly Gee

Released earlier this year, Mabinogi is a fairly recent (at least in North
America) free-to-play massively multiplayer online role-playing game from
Nexon, the same company responsible for the incredibly popular Maple

Story; aside from having the same logo appear before the log-in screen, though, the two are
nothing alike.  More like the Harvest Moon series of farming simulation games than any MMO I
can think of, players of Mabinogi can still live a fulfilling virtual life even without slaughtering
numerous spiders, wolves, bears, and going after insanely hard dungeon bosses.  Not that there
aren't any spiders, wolves, and bears to massacre, or any insanely hard dungeon bosses that will
kill you and your party a few times over.  They're all still there; they're just joined by many
alternate activities. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 01:40 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, August 24, 2008

Kiss All the Boys vol. 2
Story and Art: Shiuko Kano
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 193449626x
ISBN-13: 978-1934496268

Review by Kris

Tetsuo Atarashi is in need of some people skills. We learned that in the first
volume, but this fact is hit home in this volume. Michiro Enomoto has finally
confessed, after years and years of friendship. Thinking that Tetsuo was
asleep, those three words slipped from his lips. We know that Tetsuo was
actually awake. Michiro likes to blame Keiichi Momoyama for forcing his

hand to confess, but it was bound to come out eventually. Tetsuo is one who is unforgiving,
uncaring, and an all around creep. He leaves Michiro's after an argument. Tetsuo decides that he
needs a little payback for the betrayal he feels; so, instead of going home he goes to
Momoyama's. Tetsuo pretty much gets out of others what he wants and then moves on. This is
what he does to poor Momoyama. He sleeps with him out of spite for Michiro and doesn't think of
Momoyama's feelings.

Tetsuo approaches Michiro to tell him that he's quitting due to his writers block. Michiro informs
Tetsuo that he's gotten another job at another company so he'll no longer be Tetsuo's editor.
Tetsuo decides to continue at his current magazine, but as a final goodbye lets Michiro know that
the night that Michiro came onto him he ended up sleeping with Momoyama. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 06:17 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, August 23, 2008

Otakon convention report, part 2

Report by Linda Yau

Once again, the next day on Saturday- August 9, I woke up pretty early. There was something to
do though. I was waiting for autographs, and had to complete an individual photo shoot of I-hsiu's
cosplay outfit for the day. We decided to meet at the autograph session of Kazuko Tadano and
Hiromi Matsushita, about an hour and half in advance. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 09:29 PM PST [Link]

Pretty Poison
Story and Art: Yutta Narukami
Published by the Luv Luv Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496383
ISBN-13: 978-1934496381

Review by Kris

Riyako is a gorgeous 20-year-old office worker. Her dream is to one day
marry the man of her dreams, settle down, and start a family. She thought
she had found that in Nobuki. Sadly, Nobuki was cheating on her. While she
was in a vulnerable state, she met Shogo, a handsome young guy. In a
moment of weakness she ended up sleeping with him. Riyako wanted to

move on and spend some time being a single gal, but Shogo seemed to want to start something.
No matter how hard Shogo tried to meet up with Riyako, and how hard Riyako tried to avoid
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Shogo, they seemed to be drawn to one another.

One day while Riyako was on her lunch break, she happened to spot Shogo. To do a little
investigating she overheard Shogo talking with someone, and that someone happened to be
Riyako’s ex, Nobuki. How long had Shogo and Nobuki known each other? Will Riyako be able to
unearth the secret? She knows that Shogo is as dangerous as poison, but can’t seem to keep
herself away.
[more]

Posted by Kris @ 03:31 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, August 20, 2008

Kiss Blue, volume 1
By Keiko Kinoshita
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc
Preview available on DMP's webcomics site: eManga

Review by Ryes

Wow! Kris and I couldn't have had more different reactions.

Tomosaka is in love with Noda, his best friend. He can't let on about it
though, because Noda is a regular Casanova and really loves his women.
I'll admit that the storyline is as old as the universe, but Keiko Kinoshita's
execution is damn near flawless. [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 04:25 AM PST [Link]

Caged Slave
By Yuiko Takamura
Illustrations by An Kanae
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

If it weren't for Little Darling, the title of the worst Juné novel so far would
probably go to Caged Slave. It had issues from characterization to
translation and the overall feel that it gave off was one of a sloppily put
together novel. Kris and I came out of this novel on different sides. You
should also check out her review to make a rounded decision about getting
this book!

Tsukasa has been dumped by his lover and he's sitting at a bar in an expensive hotel brooding. I
can't blame him because he made the mistake of dating his boss, and not only did his boss ditch
him for a wealthy heiress, Tsukasa also loses his position in the company and is demoted. [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 01:59 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, August 19, 2008

Sleeping with Money
By Barbara Katagiri
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Illustrations by Sakuya Fujii
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Sleeping with Money is a bit different, in a good way, from the other books
in my yaoi collection and that's one of the reasons I enjoyed it.

Tatsurou is a yakuza who happens to have the worst luck. He's dirt-poor, he
actually has a conscience (that he can't get rid of no matter how hard he
tries), and his yakuza status means virtually nothing in modern Japan where

yakuza are no longer at the top tier of society (they're actually viewed as scum and more of a
drain on society than anything else). [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 09:59 PM PST [Link]

Monday, August 18, 2008

Otakon convention report, part 1

Report by Linda Yau

During the weekend of August 8th - 10th, I attended Otakon's annual convention at the Baltimore
Convention Center (BCC). FYI, Otakon, this year is celebrating its 15th convention year and is
considered to be one of the longest running and largest anime convention gathering on the east
coast. So for the people who wouldn't be able to attend conventions on the West coast like Anime
Expo as our editor Ginger previously attended, this convention is a possibility. This year their
attendance accounted for 26,324 people, a huge jump from their initial 350 attendees. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 09:09 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, August 17, 2008

eat.shop los angeles: the indispensable guide to stylishly unique, locally
owned eating and shopping second edition
Written by Agnes Baddoo
Published by Cabazon Books
ISBN-10: 0-9789588-0-2
ISBN-13: 978-0-9789588-0-0

Review by Kris

Last year I was in Los Angeles to visit a good friend and to attend a concert. This book would
have been great to have. We could have eaten in restaurants that had a local flair instead of
eating at the Hard Rock Café and the Cheesecake Factory (these two chains have locations here
in my hometown).

I've noticed that one of the largest sections in the bookstores I frequent is the travel books
section. Who knows what books they should pick up? There are Fodor's and The Lonely
Planet, just to name a couple. But in my mind the eat.shop guide is going to be the one I pick
out. This guide is a funky, fun, fresh take on the overdone travel guide. [more]
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Posted by Kris @ 05:06 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron
J LHLS Archives: August 2008

Friday, August 15, 2008

Hate to Love You
Story and art by Makoto Tateno
Published by Deux Press
ISBN-10: 1934496014
ISBN-13: 978-1934496015

Review by I-hsiu Lin

Three estates lie side by side, only separated by a thin river. However, the
tension between them separates the rival families more then the waters
themselves. A ‘Romeo and Juliet’ story with a boys love twist.

Yuma Kazuki and Masaya Konoe were childhood friends though their
families were rivals in the real estate business world that both are expected to inherit. The roles
that they play are made even more prominent at their elite school, casting them as competitors in
grades and rank. Although Yuma and Masaya are always at odds with each other, Masaya still
sees them as friends along with Akiko Tojoin whose estate lies to the north of their own. Masaya
began to question his friendship with Yuma when he learns of Yuma and Akiko’s engagement.
But Yuma’s only comment to Masaya is a simple, “I hate you.” [more]

Posted by I hsiu Lin @ 07:29 PM PST [Link]

The $12 Million Stuffed Shark
By Don Thompson
Published by Palgrave Macmillan
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Review by Ginger Mayerson

$12M for a stuffed shark...

But is it art?

So, thank you very much to Palgrave Macmillan for sending us an advance
copy of "The $12 Million Stuffed Shark," subtitled, "The Curious Economics
of Contemporary Art," which a helluvan understatement.

The book goes a long way to explain how and why the superstar artists and the superstar
galleries, but mainly the superstar auction houses (Sotherbys and Christies mainly) and the
superstar collectors (Charles Saatchi mainly) do such strange things with money and
contemporary art. I can understand the prices for things that have survived for decades, if not
centuries, but $12M for a stuffed shark? And it's not even the original stuffed shark Damien Hirst
bought, had stuffed and put in a case full of formaldehyde. That shark rotted away so badly it had
to be replaced after the sale to Steve Cohen. I recount these facts calmly, but as I was reading
this book, my brain would occasionally short out: $12 million yankee dollars for a stuffed shark?!
WTF?! Huh. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 05:11 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, August 14, 2008

Mister Mistress, Volume 1 
Story and art by Natsuho Shino
Published by Deux Press
ISBN-10:  1934496294
ISBN-13:  9781934496299

Review by Jilly Gee

Being the only male teenager in the house, Fujimaru Senda is the only one
with feelings lusty and horny enough to reawaken the incubus that lives
there.  Fujimaru, of course, is far from happy about about having the
demonic Rei interfering in his dreams, and later even his reality, to kiss and
feel him up wherever he pleases.  Or at least, he thinks he's far from happy;

what seemed to make him even less happy than having his sexual fantasies intruded on by a
male was discovering that Rei had been feeling up all the other boys in the school despite having
told Fujimaru that he was the only one who could satisfy him.  Mister Mistress is a classic case of
uke-in-denial, surrounded by a not-so-classic case of a stalker incubus who can only feed off the
sexual energy of males. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 03:14 AM PST [Link]

Wednesday, August 13, 2008

Pretty Poison 
Story and Art by Yutta Narukami 
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Published by Luv Luv Press 
ISBN-10: 1934496383
ISBN-13: 978-1934496381

Review by Linda Yau

Pretty Poison is about Riyako, a woman who dreams of a happy
marriage, but that is shattered when she realizes that her boyfriend has
been stringing her along with two or three other girls. She finds herself
seduced by Shogo, a young man that results in a night of hot passion.

Afterwards though, Riyako realized that Shogo and her ex-boyfriend might be connected. Shogo
turns out to be a passionate problem that Riyako can't help, but become addicted. Their love affair
ensues as problems and secrets comes back to haunt them. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 11:31 AM PST [Link]

My One Hundred Adventures
Written by Polly Horvath
Published by Schwartz & Wade Books, imprint of Random House Children's
Books
ISBN-10:  0375845828
ISBN-13:  9780375845826

Review by Jilly Gee

Jane Fielding is content, living in the beach house with just her three
siblings and her mother; or at least, she was content before she turned
twelve and realized she could pray for things in church.  Feeling a strong
desire for something different this summer from their normal beach

activities, she prays for adventures, one hundred of them. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 12:58 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, August 12, 2008

Wild Raspberries
By Jane Davitt
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

I always beg to review Jane Davitt's work, and I haven't been disappointed
yet.

In 'Wild Raspberries' she takes two cliches (young runaway working his way
across country to an uncertain destination; ex-Black-Ops guy hiding inside a
bitter shell) and makes them work for her. Dan is hungry and scared when
he stumbles across Tyler's secret raspberry garden. By the end of the book,

Tyler and Dan are working their way into each other's hearts, and you believe it. [more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 08:43 PM PST [Link]
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Empty Graves: A Murphy's Lore After Hours Collection, Volume 2
By Patrick Thomas
Padwolf Publishing, 2008

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

A famous comedian once said upon his deathbed, "Dying is easy, comedy
is hard". Well, according to the dozen zombie tales assembled in this
slender volume, dying is the easy part. It's what comes after that's hard,
upon the living and the dead, especially when the dead come back as
zombies. But seriously, folks, Patrick Thomas is one of my favorite living
authors, a talented local boy who knows how to mix horror with comedy
even better than Stephen King. Now if only he were as popular as Stephen

King, he'd be a best selling author. He might also be able to get his books decently proofread
before they're released. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 08:43 PM PST [Link]

Millennium Darling 2006
Story and Art: Maki Naruto
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-031-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-031-0

Review by Kris

I am the type of person who doesn't like to start reading books in the middle
of a series. I tried it once and I was so confused that I vowed I would never
do it again. Unfortunately, with Millennium Darling 2006 I didn't have
that luxury. The previous seven volumes of Millennium Darling (known

as Seikimatsu Darling in Japan) haven't been licensed here in the States. For me to be able
to grasp the plot and get a handle on the characters I had to read it at least twice.

Sakamoto is a spoiled guy. His lover, Sentarou, dotes on him 24/7. One afternoon Sakamoto gets
a call from Takasugi, a friend of his and Sentarou's. Takasugi warns Sakamoto that if he
continues to behave the way he does, Sentarou will get fed up and leave. Sakamoto will have
none of that! Not only does Sakamoto have to find out what's up with Sentarou, Sakamoto's
father has found him a bride. It's none other than Takasugi's sister, Reiko. WAHHH! What will
Sakamoto do? Sakamoto decides to follow Sentarou around, while he's in disguise, and goes to
Takasugi for help on the sister front. I sure hope that things will get worked out! [more]

Posted by Kris @ 06:43 PM PST [Link]

Sweet Regard
Story and Art: Juji Fusa
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-564-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-564-3

Review by Kris

The story of Sweet Regard is a tale where two brothers-in-law become
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lovers-in-law (yep, I'm proud of that one). Let me give you a brief synopsis
on the plot. Kohei Sasahara has had kind of a hard life. When he was
younger his parents died leaving Kohei alone with his younger sister. His

sister was his entire world. When she decided that she was going to get married, he had a fit and
wouldn't accept it. Of course she and Shingo got married anyway. To try and smooth things over
Shingo took on the Sasahara name. Because his sister no longer needed him (or so he thought),
Kohei started to distance himself. One day he was summoned to the hospital only to find out his
sister had been killed in a traffic accident. There was only one other who shared his grief, Shingo.
[more]

Posted by Kris @ 05:40 PM PST [Link]

Oh My God! Volume 1
Story and art by Natsuho Shino
Published by Deux Press
ISBN-10:  1934496243
ISBN-13:  9781934496244

Review by Jilly Gee

Descended from a long line of sorcerers, Yuto Hikami believes that his
family has long since lost their power.  No one outside of the family knows
that, however, so his grandfather is keeping the famly fairly well-to-do by
defrauding people with fake charms, fortunetellings, and the like.  While
searching for more things with which to help his gandfather keep up the

charade (not that he wants to), he touches a sealed sword, releasing a god that was inside.  Or at
least, he thinks he's a god; he's not at all god-like, with an appearance and attitude more befitting
a pet than someone with divine power.  Because of his amnesia, Yuto gives him the name of
Jade, for the stunning green of his eyes.  This name also seems to hold some sort of power over
Jade, as uttering it will freeze the amnesiac god in his tracks, though Yuto remains unaware of
this fact. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 03:31 AM PST [Link]

Monday, August 11, 2008

Hot Limit
Story by: Minori Shima
Art by: Akira Kanbe
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10:1-56970-571-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-571-1
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Review by Kris

Kazuma Sogou is a college student who hates to go to school. To occupy
his time he works several part-time jobs to pay the bills. One evening at the
bar he works at, Kazuma sees the most beautiful person he ever beheld.

But he was taken by surprise when he found out that this beautiful person is a guy (he thought he
was a girl). It turns out that Maya is a regular customer and seems to be able to charm the pants
off anyone, literally. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 07:43 PM PST [Link]

Wild Butterfly
Story and Art: Hiroki Kusumoto
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-562-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-562-9

Review by Kris

Wild Butterfly by Hiroki Kusumoto is a series of one-shots.

This volume contains stories about all kinds of different things. We have the
tale of a teacher who tries to liberate the minds of his students by teaching

things against government norms. There is a story of a Demon Oracle who attacks humans who
are close to dying. Another tale is of a guy who seems to travel back in time to meet a man in
exile. One story is about a vampire and his lover who doesn’t believe him (the vampire). The final
tale is about a protector of the dead and his heroic deed. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 05:09 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, August 10, 2008

Love Bites
Edited by SA Clements
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10:  1603704140
ISBN-13:  9781603704144

Review by Jilly Gee

Love Bites is an anthology of eight ménage à trois stories.  As with any
anthology, there will be stories that will bore one person to tears and other
stories that will excite that same person to giddiness; because of this, there
is bound to be something to please a wide audience looking for threesome
stories. Well, as wide an audience can get when excluding those looking for

more feminine action anyway; the stories all involve two men and one woman, the woman usually
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finding it one of the hottest things for the two guys to be going at it with each other. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 04:17 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron
J LHLS Archives: August 2008

Saturday, August 9, 2008

Tough Love Baby
Story and Art: Shiuko Kano
Published by Deux Press
ISBN-10: 1934496111
ISBN-13: 978-1934496114

Review by Kris

Review originally appeared at Manic About Manga at
http://manicaboutmanga.blogspot.com. Check it out!

Shiuko Kano-sama (notice how I've changed her honorific from -sensei to -
sama) is the queen of sexy, real, crass men. I have truly been ruined. I will

never find myself a man now, because hers are just too hot for words.

Tough Love Baby follows two different couples. Yoshino Kakei left his hometown three years
ago, but decided to come back. Years before, Yoshino had fallen in love with his girlfriend’s
younger brother, Sachi. Once recognizing these feelings he didn’t think it fair to Keiko and Sachi
to stick around. Now that he’s back little did he know that the young boy he’s fallen in love with is
living next door. It seems now, however, that sweet little Sachi is now a thug and treats Yoshino
with contempt. Yoshino blames himself for Sachi’s current bad behavior and wonders what he can
do to remedy the situation. Keiko informs Yoshino that when Yoshino left the first time it really
screwed Sachi up but if he leaves again who knows what will happen to Sachi’s fragile psyche.
He may look like a tough guy on the outside, but he’s just a hopeless kid on the inside. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 08:23 AM PST [Link]
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Thursday, August 7, 2008

Fafner: Dead Aggressor
Written by Tow Ubukata
Published by Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN-10: 1569708207 
ISBN-13: 978-1569708200

Review by Linda Yau

Set in a post-apocalyptic world, Tatsumiya Island is the last location where
humans live after an alien life form known as the Festum wiped out the rest
of the world. This is where Kazuki Makabe lives with his father, and
schoolmates. He dreams of when he could someday leave the island to
somewhere, where he didn't know anyone However that is not happen as

the Festum discover the island and is making attempts to overtake it. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 10:01 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, August 6, 2008

Catch a Mate 
Written by Gena Showalter 
Published by HQN 
ISBN-10: 0373772920
ISBN-13: 978-0373772926

Review by Linda Yau

As bait for Catch a Mate, Jillian Greene enjoys her job. She gets to be paid
for rooting out cheating husbands, boyfriends or lovers. She has a motto of
never getting physical, and generally believes that men are scum. That is,
until Marcus Brody walks in the door of Catch a Mate and things heat up.
[more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 11:40 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, August 5, 2008

Royal Escape
By Georgette Heyer
First published in 1938 in the United Kingdom by William Heinemann,
reissued in 2008 by Sourcebooks, Inc.
ISBN: 9781402210761

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Here is another of Georgette Heyer's "serious" books, about a real person
and/or an historic event. Every now and then, the Queen of Fantasy dug
deep into the history of her sceptered isle to prove that she was capable of
writing more than just the frothy Regency romances she was known for.
Having previously read her account of the Battle of Waterloo (see my

review for "An Infamous Army"), which I found as wordy as "Gone With The Wind" but only half as
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entertaining, I was a bit leery about this book, which is about Charles Stuart, who became King
Charles II of England on January 30, 1649 and reigned until September 3, 1685 (not Bonny
Prince Charlie, who came along much later in the 1700's). [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 03:55 PM PST [Link]

Golden Prince & Argent King
By Kouko Agawa
Published by June Manga
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-720-3

Review by April Kimm

Kouko Agawa is the mangaka of "Egoism," "Love You Only," "Paradise
Heaven," "Stand Up Baby," and "Trouble Maker." The manga has six
chapters of the main story. It's shonen-ai for the most part with only very
soft smut in one scene. [more]

Posted by April Kimm @ 03:49 PM PST [Link]

Naruto: The Boy Ninja
Adapted by Tracey West
Based on the Original Story by Masashi Kishimoto
Published by Vizkids
ISBN-10: 1-4215-2056-7
ISBN-13: 978-1-4215-2056-8

Review by April Kimm

Vizkids publishes Tracy West's adaption of Masashi Kishimoto's "Naruto."
This chapter book is intended for ages 7 to 10. It is divided into ten chapters
consisting of a few pages each with a few illustrations and is in large print.

[more]

Posted by April Kimm @ 03:49 PM PST [Link]

Vampire Hunter D: The Rose Princess
Written by Hideyuki Kikuchi
Illustrated by Yoshitaka Amano 
Published by Dark Horse Books and Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN 978-1-59582-109-6

Review by April Kimm

Hideyuki Kikuchi is the author of "The Sword of Shibito" (available by CPM),
"Taimashin" (available by ADV), "Darkside Blues" (available by ADV), "Dark
Wars: the Tale of Meiji Dracula" (available by Del Rey), "A Wind Named
Amnesia" (available by Dark Horse), "Demon City Shinjuku" (available by

ADV), "Demon City Hunter" (available by ADV), and "Demon Palace Babylon" (available by ADV).
As expected, Hideyuki Kikuchi writes another solid installment in his "Vampire Hunter D" series.
There is a prologue, eight chapters, a postscript, and a preview of the first chapter of the next
volume. [more]
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Posted by April Kimm @ 03:45 PM PST [Link]

Monday, August 4, 2008

The Good Girl's Guide to Living in Sin
Story by Joselin Linder & Elena Donovan Mauer 
Published by Adams Media
ISBN-10: 1598695843
ISBN-13: 978-1598695847

Review by Linda Yau

Normally this wouldn't be a book that would appeal to my senses, but this
book semi-defies the statement of you could never judge a book by its
cover in both positive and negative matters. This is a necessity reading if
you are any of these categories a) a female who is looking to live with their

boyfriend b) a female who is already living with a boyfriend and want to see what basic knowledge
is there, finally c) a female who looks into reading self-help books of all types and kind. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 09:29 PM PST [Link]

The Pardoner's Tale
Written by Morgan Ferdinand
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10:  1603704191
ISBN-13:  9781603704199

Review by Jilly Gee

Nick, a private investigator and a werewolf, is committed to killing all
vampires.  Alex, a vampire, is committed to annoying the hell out of Nick.
 Their strange relationship never seemed unnatural, despite the fact that it
started when Alex knocked Nick unconscious in an alley after the werewolf's
failed attempt at stealth.  While Nick is not quite ready to admit that they are

friends, he does have to admit that Alex is useful, considering that the P. I.'s investigations usually
involve the capturing of demons. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 03:37 AM PST [Link]
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Friday, August 1, 2008

Author's Pet
Story and Art: Deathco Cotorino
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-588-7
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-588-9

Review by Kris

Author's Pet is Deathco Cotorino's first manga. It is a book of one-shots.

Author's Pet refers to the one-shots I'll Have You Make Up for This!, I'll
Have You Change Your Job!, and We're Closed for Today! They are the

main story. Yuuta Oohashi woke up late one day and was going to be late for school. Who knew
that this day would change his life? While rushing through the train station, he accidentally knocks
Tsubaki Nishijima down the stairs, injuring him. It turns out that Tsubaki is an author. Because
both of his arms are broken, Tsubaki insists that Yuuta take responsibility and uses Yuuta as his
hands. Little did Yuuta know that Tsubaki decided to write a romance novel. What will Yuuta do
when he finds himself being turned on by Tsubaki's words? [more]

Posted by Kris @ 08:35 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, July 31, 2008

So, 2008 Comic Con in San Diego and this year I had a camera!
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Report by Ginger Mayerson [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08:38 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Nephilim: Vol 2.
Story and Art by Anna Hanamaki 
Published by Aurora Publishing
ISBN-10: 1934496278 
ISBN-13: 978-1934496275

Review by Linda Yau

Abel is a survivor from her/his heavily persecuted race. Her/his species is
the Nephilim, which is a unique gender-changing race. During the daytime
she/he is a strong 'pretty boy' man and at nighttime he/she is a delicate
beautiful woman. When Guy a solider from the imperial army sees his/her
true form one time at a night time bathing pool, Abel vows to kill him. Now,

that was that was a recap from the first volume, the story continues and expands in the second
volume. Without reading the first volume, it would be bad to start from the second volume, or that
is my opinion. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 08:51 PM PST [Link]

Hart and Soul
Written by Nica Berry
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10:  1603704000
ISBN-13:  9781603704007
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Review by Jilly Gee

Niann, orphaned child of an outsider, was only ever truly loved by Jennar.
 Because of their statuses, however, the two led very different lives; Niann
was forced to carry out menial children's tasks while the others were
allowed to go out and find their totem animal, giving them a purpose in life.
 It is not simply the fact that Niann was an outsider that kept others from

allowing him to go find his totem animal, though; Heyka, the village shaman, had forseen Niann's
totem animal as the deer, and planned with the village leader to keep this to themselves, making
it all the easier to take advantage of Niann when the time came.  After all, can't have the young
man who will soon be forced to live as a woman, serving to fulfill the urges of both men and
women every day knowing about such a plan beforehand. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 03:46 AM PST [Link]

Monday, July 28, 2008

Taste Test: Summer Solstice
Edited by Mychael Black with stories by Syd McGinley, GS Wiley, Kit Zheng

Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-407-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-407-6

Review by Linda Yau

Taste Test is a short anthology with three different stories. The Holly and
the Oak by GS Wiley. Roy LeRoy and the Longest Day by Kit Zheng. Rude
Mechanicals by Syd McGinley. As a general impression these stories all left
me with the feeling, as though there should a glass of lemonade nearby to

sip. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 11:23 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, July 27, 2008

Sight Unseen
Written by Mychael Black and Shayne Carmichael
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10:  1603704086
ISBN-13:  9781603704083

Review by Jilly Gee

Being in possession of a pearl necklace with desirable powers is bound to
attract some unsavory visitors sooner or later.  Jamie Smith, however, does
not know that his antique shop is housing such a piece and most likely
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would have been killed for it had a handsome vampire named Haridan not
shown up in time to stave off some attackers after the powerful accessory.

 Having no family and no close friends to keep him tied to home, he not only agrees to go to
Rome with Haridan for safety, he also agrees to spend the rest of eternity there as Haridan's
ghoul, feeding off blood from one another.  Ah, vampire romance. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 11:24 PM PST [Link]

Games People Play: Bottoms Up
Written by Lorne Rodman
Published by Torque Press 
ISBN-10: 1-60370-397-7
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-397-0

Review by Linda Yau

Trace Kent is happy with his latest report grade, when he meets Colt, an
older man and gardener at his college. They became lovers after their first
dinner/date, and what Trace learns about Colt had him backing away from

him. It appears that Colt has a fixation on spanking. 
[more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 02:05 AM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.
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Friday, July 25, 2008

Confessions of Bi-Polar Mardi Gras Queen
Written by Marie Etienne
Published by Alluvium Books 
ISBN-10: 0-9748474-1-0
ISBN-13: 978-0-974847-1-2

Review by Linda Yau

Several things to point out, one, Confessions of a Bi-Polar Mardi
Gras Queen is a memoir. Two, this is a sequel to the author's previous
memoir, Storkbites. Three, this is a prepub copy that I managed to read,
publication date for this book is not going to be released until February

2009. Ginger picked up this prepub at BookExpo 2008. Last point is that this is a book that is filled
with short episodic chapters with interesting anecdotes on life lessons learned and what a
refreshing read this is. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 07:58 AM PST [Link]

Wednesday, July 23, 2008

Experience Pipeline
by Quinn Haber
Published by Casagrande Press
ISBN-10: 0-9769516-3-0
ISBN-13: 978-0-9769516-3-6
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Review by Kris

Our esteemed editor, Ginger Mayerson, picked up this book at BookExpo
2008. On the page where she listed the books available for review, she
mentioned that she was surprised that there were surfers at BookExpo. The
book they were promoting was Experience Pipeline by Quinn Haber.

In Experience Pipeline, you are a surfer competing in the Pipe Masters tournament at
Pipeline on the North Shore of Oahu in Hawaii. It is the final heat. It's just you, your two other
competitors, and the waves. You can run into any risk, like being attacked by sharks, meeting sea
turtles, plowing into coral, etc. What will become of you? Will you win? Will you be injured? Who
knows? Check out Experience Pipeline. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 10:43 AM PST [Link]

Monday, July 21, 2008

Vampire Hunter D Volume 6: Pilgrimage of the Sacred and the Profane
Story by Hideyuki Kikuchi
Art by Yoshitaka Amano
Published by Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN-10:  1595821066
ISBN-13:  9781595821065

Review by Jilly Gee

Within the world of Hideyuki Kikuchi's Vampire Hunter D novels, vampires
are more commonly referred to as the Nobility; a more fitting name given
their status as former benefactors and saviors to the human race.  Now,

however, after years of rebellion by the humans, they are slowly disappearing.  Of course,
ordinary humans would not be able to accomplish such a feat by themselves.  This is where the
vampire hunters come in; remarkably skilled, they make a career out of hunting and eliminating
the Nobility.  One of the most well-known of these hunters is D, for not only is he beautiful and
seemingly unstoppable, he is also a dhampir, one of both Nobility and human blood.

D, this time around, takes on an unusual request from a seemingly ordinary lawyer named
Thornton:  to cross the Desert of No Return to the town of Barnabas; as incentive, Thornton
offers information regarding a person D is particularly interested in.  Unofficially joining him in his
journey are Granny Viper, an old woman with extraordinary powers involving sand and great skill
involving guns; Bingo, a man who exudes a dangerous aura even while appearing to be in
perpetual sleep; Clay, a man wielding a harp that can cause destruction; and Tae, a young
woman eighteen years of age, eight of those years having been spent as a captive of the Nobility.
[more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 07:06 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, July 20, 2008
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Heartbeat 
By Helen Gabriel
Published by Torquere Press 
ISBN-10: 1-60370-378-0
ISBN- 13: 978-1-60370-378-9

Review by Linda Yau

Heartbeat is about Sean a Navy SEAL, who is in, what he perceives to be
a one sided love for his foster brother, Jacob who is a major league
baseball player. Nothing could prepare for what would happen when Sean

learns that Jacob was kidnapped by a fan. Sean with his team of army friends forms a rescue
mission to save Jacob. Upon rescue, the road to recovery is fraught with pit stops and blond hair
bodyguards, while Sean and Jacob form a relationship that is more than brotherly. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 08:59 PM PST [Link]

Friday's Child
By Georgette Heyer
Originally published in the United Kingdom in 1944 by William Heinermann,
reissued by Sourcebooks Casablanca, U.S.A. 2008
ISBN13: 9781402210792
ISBN10: 1402210795

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Here I am again with yet another review of my favorite romance writer of all
time, Georgette Heyer. This sweet little story was written in 1944, but it was
still delightful to a troubled Puerto Rican teenager in the 1970's, whose life

on the Lower East Side of New York was far from glamorous. This is a traditional romantic
comedy, minus explicit sex or obscene language, which will delight you as much as a box of
bonbons full of fruits and nuts. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 07:12 PM PST [Link]

Dark Submission
Written by Shayne Carmichael
Published by Torque Press
ISBN 10: 1-60370-409-4
ISBN 13: 978-1-60370-409-0

Reviewed by Linda Yau

As far as Luc is concerned, he is quite grateful for the employment
opportunity that Marcus has given him. The only problem though is the
noise he keeps on hearing at night. On a chance occurrence, when Luc

goes to investigate, he finds out that Marcus might be doing something more than what he would
imagine and this sets in motion something that Luc didn't imagine he would enjoy. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 05:26 PM PST [Link]

Boy Princess Vol 1
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Story and Art by Seyoung Kim 
Published by Netcomics
ISBN-10: 1600090303 
ISBN-13: 978-1600090301

Review by Linda Yau

To some degree and on a personal note, cross dressing has been
exemplified by the story of Fa Mulan; a story of family duty. Boy Princess
has similar concept, with the prince from the neighboring country pretending
to be his sister in a marriage of convenient farce. His sister, who seems,

has run away with the sable hand, leaving the king giving away his son, so there wouldn't be war
if the contract breaks. Rumors are though, Prince Jed has a preference for man, which shouldn't
be a problem for the prince who is now dressed as a woman, but for the future of his home, has to
pull off the appearance of being a woman for let's say, two to three years. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 01:45 PM PST [Link]

The Wonder Singer
by George Rabasa
Published by Unbridled Books
ISBN-10: 1-932961-56-9
ISBN-13: 978-1-932961-56-0

Review by Kris

An author, a nurse and a female impersonator. I know that sounds like the
beginning of one of those "A priest, a rabbi and a Baptist minister" jokes.
Throw in being chased by hitmen hired by a Hollywood talent agent and it
sounds like a crazy Monty Python sketch. But, alas, you actually have the
story of The Wonder Singer by George Rabasa.

Mark Lockwood is a writer. Not a huge name in the industry but he does have plenty of DIY (do-it-
yourself) type books out. When he is approached by his agent with an opportunity to ghostwrite
Mercé Casals memoir, he jumps at the chance. La Casals is a famous opera singer, nicknamed
'The Wonder Singer.' One morning, while Lockwood waited for La Casals, a heart attack strikes
the diva while soaking in her enormous scented bath. Lockwood sees his chance, to finally make
a name for himself. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 10:34 AM PST [Link]

Roureville vol. 2
Story and Art: E. Hae
Published by NETCOMICS
ISBN-10: 1-60009-210-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-60009-210-7

Review by Kris

Roureville. A town so small it doesn't even show up on the map. A town
somewhere between California and Yellowstone National Park. Evan Pryce.
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A hot-shot reporter from The New York Times. He's on vacation from his
crazy, hectic life in the city. Jayce. The mysterious townsperson who is

allowing Evan to stay with him in his house. Rumor has it that Jayce is a ghost. What is going on
in this little town?

Evan decides to stay in town to figure out what mysteries that the townspeople might be hiding.
Like the priest, for instance. Why is he trying so hard to chase Evan out of town? Jayce, on the
other hand, is another mystery all together. Why is he always lurking around? What is his
fascination with Evan? Is he really a ghost? Why am I asking all these questions? [more]

Posted by Kris @ 12:35 AM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, July 16, 2008

Christina, Queen of Sweden
By Veronica Buckley
Published by HarperPerennial, 2005
ISBN: 9780060736187
ISBN10: 0060736186

Review by Chad Denton

Queen Christina Vasa of Sweden is a topic that should be formidable but
rewarding for any biographer. It is true that she fails to meet the criteria that
usually earn the "great people" the books that map out their lives and
motives. Scholars of women's history, if they take some of her
pronouncements utterly seriously, might see her as a female misogynist;

besides, rather than being a good sample of royal and aristocratic women's experiences,
Christina instead spent a lifetime ducking the hurdles and avoiding the paths European society
placed before the women of her time. By the chilly standards of political history, Christina was
almost a non-entity even though she was born a monarch, her reign one dull gap between
Sweden's time as one of the leading Protestant nations in the Thirty Years War and the era of
Swedish dominance that overshadowed northern European history in the late 1600s. Even
though she was an accomplished polyglot academic, for intellectual history Christina has no
scientific discoveries or philosophical breakthroughs or groundbreaking writings or translations to
offer up, just her correspondences with scholarly superstars like René Descartes, Anne Le Fèvre
Dacier, and Pierre Gassendi. [more]

Posted by Chad Denton @ 08:44 PM PST [Link]
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Tuesday, July 15, 2008

VIZ announced today that all 37 episodes of the DEATH NOTE anime are now available for
purchase and download at Apple's iTunes store. It looks like they are US $1.99 per episode.
Some episodes of BLEACH and NARUTO are also available at iTunes. I'm very happy to see
more and more high-quality anime officially available online.

"VIZ Media is committed to giving fans the best in animated entertainment and we are thrilled to
have captivating and unique series like NARUTO, BLEACH and DEATH NOTE now available on
iTunes to provide the best options in delivering exciting animated content in a high quality digital
way," says David Rewalt, Senior Director of Retail Development at VIZ Media. "For new fans,
iTunes also presents a flexible and portable way to view content when and where they want. We
look forward to fans visiting iTunes for the latest in Japanese animation."

Tom Good

Posted by Tom Good @ 06:48 PM PST [Link]

Christmas Sucks: What to Do When Fruitcake, Family, and Finding the
Perfect Gift Make You Miserable
Written by: Joanne Kimes
Published by Adams Media
ISBN-10: 1598698125
ISBN-13: 9781598698121

Review by Kris

I know I'm not the only one out there. Haven't you noticed Christmas
decorations mixed in with your swimwear choices? Or during the
commercial break while watching your favorite Halloween horror flick a
commercial comes on and reminds you that you need to start your

Christmas shopping? In my opinion the Christmas commercial during Halloween is probably
scarier than anything you will see on the telly. Thanks to Joanne Kimes, author of such books as
Pregnancy Sucks and Dating Sucks comes a book to help those of us who dread the
holiday season. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 04:01 PM PST [Link]

Candy
Story and art by Satomi Sugita
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569705631
ISBN-13: 9781569705636

Review by Jilly Gee

Tooru Katsuragi, the second of three brothers, remembers his cousin,
Takara, as kind and warm, especially to Tooru. When Takara suddenly
shows up to live with the Katsuragi brothers years later, however, he is cold
and abrupt, especially to Tooru, stating that he had never wanted to see him

in the first place. What happened to those happy childhood days? [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 02:44 AM PST [Link]
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Monday, July 14, 2008

Roureville vol. 1
Story and Art: E. Hae
Published by NETCOMICS
ISBN-10: 1-60009-208-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-60009-209-1

Review by Kris

Evan Pryce is a reporter for The New York Times. He seems to be at the
top of his game. He even broke a story involving South American terrorists.
Since he has a bounty on his head he's been living in his cubicle at the
office. A call comes in about a ghost in a small town and Evan's boss feels it

is the perfect opportunity to get Evan out of the office and in an unidentifiable location until the
death threats subside. Evan reluctantly agrees as you can hear a collective sigh of relief from the
rest of the office.

The town is Roureville. It's so small it's not even on a map. The only information he had to go on
is that Roureville is located somewhere between California and Yellowstone National Park. That's
quite the large area to search. Ten days pass and asking just about everyone he could find, Evan
had no success and no gas. Standing next to his car, with nothing and no one around, he catches
the sight of a priest. Seizing the opportunity he approaches the priest and asks if he knows where
Roureville is. Instead of the answer he expected, the priest flipped out and told him to get lost.
Once the priest is gone, Evan finds a neglected sign pointing the way to Roureville. It's also the
road that the priest walked down. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 08:26 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, July 13, 2008

A Promise of Romance
Story by: Kyoko Akitsu
Illustrations by: Tooko Miyagi
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-710-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-710-4

Review by Kris

I'm going to say this first. Initially I had no desire, I repeat no desire, to read
this book. I read the synopsis on Juné's website and it didn't do anything for
me. It wasn't until I read Ryes review of it that I changed my mind (click
here to read her review).

Edward, aka as Lord Argyle, is one of England's most eligible bachelors. When his parents died in
an automobile accident the will stipulates that he must marry by the time he turns 26. If he
doesn't, he loses everything, the money, the estate, everything. With a meddling butler, a caring
uncle, and a nasty uncle are all trying to marry him off to someone. Edward enjoys being a
playboy and schemes with his schoolmate, Neville, to hire himself a fiancé. There is a family
heirloom, a ring, that the woman who wears that ring is the one that the man will marry, according
to family lore. Edward gave the ring away to someone who was in need and figured that he could
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hire her. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 08:27 PM PST [Link]

Caged Slave
Story by: Yuiko Takamura
Illustrated by: An Kanae
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-735-9
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-735-7

Review by Kris

Tsukasa Shinozaki has really bad luck with men. Part of the problem is that
he is extremely good looking. When men approach him, they only look at
his outward appearance and only want him for his good looks and smokin'
body. Because of this he has developed a complex and has very little self-

confidence. For the past year he had been dating his boss but recently his boss tossed him aside
to become engaged to the daughter of the president of the company that they work for. To add
insult to injury, Tsukasa was demoted to a crappy position in the company. He had been working
as a secretary and actually doing a good job. To drown his sorrows, one evening he finds himself
drinking by himself in a hotel bar. When fate appears. A mysterious stranger buys him a drink and
then proceeds to invite him to his room. Tsukasa is starving for some physical action and takes
him up on the offer. They have quite the passionate night of hot, sweaty, wild sex. The next
morning Tsukasa wants to know the name of this gorgeous, mysterious stranger. But the only
answer he gets is that the room they are in will be reserved again next week and Tsukasa is
more than welcome to join him for some more hot sex. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 07:11 PM PST [Link]

Sweet Admiration
Story by: Yuuki Kousaka
Illustrations by: Midori Shena
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-732-4
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-732-6

Review by Kris

One summer during Katsuya's childhood, his life changed forever. Kazuki
and Shio came to spend the summer with their Uncle. Katsuya and Kazuki
were the same age and became friends immediately. Shio is Kazuki's older
brother. Katsuya is an only child and both his parents work full time. He

doesn't know what it's like to have someone waiting for him at home after a long day of playing
with friends. He always appreciated when Shio would come and pick up Kazuki and they would
walk Katsuya home. From that summer on Katsuya loved Shio. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 01:52 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, July 12, 2008

Better Than a Dream
Story by: Raica Sakuragi
Illustrations by: Katsumi Asanami
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-734-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-734-0

Review by Kris

I am going to quote from the back of the book:

"Tsukada and Yuuki are the perfect couple, living a life of bliss in the
shadow of towering Mount Asahidake. While Tsukada is a risk-taking

adventurer, homebody Yuuki runs a cafe called Fuuka. But after Tsukada dies in a tragic
avalanche, Yuuki sinks into a dark depression, unable to get his lover out of his mind. An old
schoolmate helps him ease the pain, but their relationship is uneasy at best.

One year later, a mysterious stranger walks into Fuuka carrying a mountain-climber's backpack.
Kamishiro is a brawny master chef who's looking for a job. Yuuki ends up hiring him, and even
throws in room and board.

Soon they are roommates with separate bedrooms, until one fateful night, when everything
changes between them." [more]

Posted by Kris @ 07:50 PM PST [Link]

Tomcats
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Story and Art by Mashiro Minamino
Published by Deux Press
ISBN10: 1934496235
ISBN13: 9781934496237

Review by Linda Yau

This is a verbatim description from the back of the graphic novel: Tomcats

Pint-sized Human Cats, Shady “Men in Black,” A Cat God and More!

Mao is just your typical disillusioned young man working in a pizza joint. But
he soon finds himself in the middle of a surreal adventure after he meets his old friend Sora, a
pint-sized human cat. Shady “men in black” show up at his workplace, prompting Mao to flee the
city for a forest in the middle of the desert. Mao’s back-to-nature escape wouldn’t be complete
without his silent lover Tora, Koyuki the magic human kitten, who can make all sorts of things
appear, and more pint-sized human cats. Out of a door in a tree emerges a confused cat god, but
even stranger still is what’s inside the tree! Yaoi in Wonderland?! [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 01:15 AM PST [Link]

Friday, July 11, 2008

I Shall Never Return vol. 3
Story and Art: Kazuna Uchida
Published by Deux Press
ISBN-10: 1934496227
ISBN-13: 978-1934496220

Review by Kris

We're half way through the series. What will happen with Ritsuro and Ken?

Ken decided to go to Singapore with his mom. It's just for a short time but
Ken feels that he needs the time away to heal. I guess that he's not aware
of the fact that when you run away from your problems, they will wait for you

to return. Ken hasn't met his stepfather yet. His name is Junta Tsuzuki, he's a freelance
photographer and is several years younger than Ken's mom. When they arrive at their home, Ken
and his mother get into an arguement about the fact that he's involved with another guy. Ken
storms out and drives away. Ritsuro on the other hand is dealing with school and his parents. It
seems that they don't like Ken and they think that he's a bad influence on their son. Oh, how little
they know! Since Ritsuro is feeling lonely, Kazuyoshi Iwasaki is trying to fill the void. Ritsuro must
be emitting some strong pheremones, because all these dudes just want to get with him. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 09:23 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, July 10, 2008

Dorothy of Oz, Vol. 1 & Vol. 2
by Son Hee-Joon
English Translation by Nahee Jung
English Adaptation by Kevin M. Kilgore
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Udon Entertainment

Review by Tom Good

This Dorothy comes from Korea, not Kansas, and
insists her name is Mara Shin, not Dorothy. But many
familiar elements of the Oz story are here, cleverly
transformed with some science fiction elements. The

Tin Man is a cyborg, the Scarecrow is a clone, and the Lion is a "mutant chimera." Dorothy can
transform into a powerful witch, and her witch form happens to look like a voluptuous, sexy
superhero with a fashionable and revealing costume. Unfortunately she has a lot to learn about
how to actually use magic.

Son Hee-Joon integrates these new elements well and lets them drive the story, so they come
across as more than just gimmicks. This new direction for the story reminded me of the TV mini-
series Tin Man, in which the Dorothy character was called "DG" and the land was called the
"Outer Zone," or "the O.Z." While I enjoyed that version too, I found that I preferred the manga-
styled Dorothy of Oz. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:21 PM PST [Link]

I Shall Never Return vol. 2
Story and Art: Kazuna Uchida
Published by Deux Press
ISBN-10: 1934496103
ISBN-13: 978-1934496107

Review by Kris

It is so hard to review books in a series. You don't want to give away what
happened in the last volume, but often you have to do some spoilers. I am
going to apologize ahead of time if I ruin anything for you. Feel free to read
my review for the first volume here.

Moeko Kobashi still has feelings for Ritsuro Yoshinari. But the only person for Ritsuro is his
longtime friend Ken Amafuji. Moeko and Ritsuro are assigned as committee chairs for their senior
trip to Okinawa. They are together quite a bit and everyone still thinks that they are together. Ken
on the other hand is looking for the bright side in his life and decides to get a decent job and
change his outlook on life. Kazuyoshi Iwasaki comes onto the scene. It turns out that Kazuyoshi's
father and Ken's mother dated for a while and they were to get married. Kazuyoshi was excited
that Ken was going to be brothers. Although Kazuyoshi seems to like Ken more than brothers.
Ritsuro thinks that the bond that Ken and Kazuyoshi share is strong and thinks that they slept
together. But the relationship between Ken and Kazuyoshi isn't at all what Ritsuro thinks. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 06:56 PM PST [Link]

God of Dogs
Story and art by Satoru Ishihara
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Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569705879
ISBN-13: 9781569705872

Review by Jilly Gee

Shaolong just shot himself in the head, effectively ending his status as heir
to the Tsais, an elite Chinese mafia. Archer Rogue is going to prison for
murdering his own father. Kohki and Oliver find a partly chopped up body
half submerged in acid. Sound like a lot of disjointed stories passing by?

That's how God of Dogs starts. It gradually becomes more cohesive as it is revealed that the
characters all seem to have something to do with each other in an almost six degrees kind of
way.

Yee Fah, faithful subordinate to the Tsais, is ordered to retrieve the possible next heir, Ling.
Unfortunately, Ling is on his way to prison, coincidentally in the same prison wagon as Archer. Or
not so coincidentally; it's possible that all the guys on that wagon seemed to know each other
because they were part of the same gang, although that's not something explained in this book.
So what gives me the idea that they might have all been in a gang together? God of Dogs is
actually the sequel to a four volume series titled Charisma, currently unlicensed. It is that series
that deals with Archer Rogue's life as leader of a gang, then known as "El Gato." Unfortunately,
that is the extent of my knowledge on it and God of Dogs does not rehash Charisma. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 04:11 AM PST [Link]

Wednesday, July 9, 2008

I Shall Never Return vol. 1
Story and Art: Kazuna Uchida
Published by Deux Press
ISBN-10: 1934496057
ISBN-13: 978-1934496053

Review by Kris

Ritsuro Yoshinari and Ken Amafuji have been longtime friends. The two are
complete opposites. Ken is a high school drop-out, his parents are divorced,
he lives on his own and to make ends meet he sells himself. Ritsuro on the
other hand is a good student, he has a warm loving family life and works
typical jobs high school students have. Ken is headed down a path of self

destruction, but Ritsuro won't leave him. He's too good of a friend.

Ritsuro was approached by Moeko Kobashi, a girl in his class. She confessed her feelings and
convinced him that even if he doesn't feel the same way now, those feelings will eventually
develop. By a dumb twist of fate Moeko ran into Ken and felt sorry for him. To try and help Ken
feel better she ended up sleeping with him. All that did however was tick Ritsuro off. It seems that
Ritsuro hasn't been able to sleep with Moeko, but he's more than capable of doing that and more
with Ken. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 06:44 PM PST [Link]
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Spring Fever
Story and Art by Yugi Yamada 
Published by Deux Press 
ISBN-10: 1934496030
ISBN-13: 978-1934496039

Review by Linda Yau

Yusuke Onishi is a man who has crushes easily, the only problem â€“ he
gets dumped as often though.

This irks off the people around him, who tell him to get over it, being that it
is pathetic to see him being so fickle. This patterns repeats until Hirokazu

Takami, an older man with a son moves next to Yusuke's home. Hirokazu is a widow with a
secret that he confronts and Yusuke is there to be there for him. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 01:18 PM PST [Link]

To Plead Our Own Case: Personal Stories by Today's Slaves
Edited by Kevin Bales and Zoe Trodd 
Published by Cornell University Press
ISBN-10: 0801474388 
ISBN-13: 978-0801474385

Review by Linda Yau

To Plead Our Own Case as a book is comprised of 95 narratives, made
by former and current slaves. These people are from multiple races, gender,
and ages and they share a similar experience of abuse. Each chapter is
written with an overview of the theme and then the account is introduced
with the name of each victim, age and country of origin. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 10:11 AM PST [Link]

Monday, July 7, 2008

Draycott Eternal
Written by Christina Skye
Published by HQN Books, imprint of Harlequin Enterprises 
ISBN-10: 0373772947
ISBN-13: 9780373772940

Review by Jilly Gee

Draycott Eternal is a Harlequin publishing of two stories from the Draycott
Abbey series: "What Dreams May Come" and "Season of Wishes", the
original publishings of which are now out of print. In fact, quite a few of the
stories from this series are currently out of print, which is a shame since the
series crosses many of the sub-genres of romance, ensuring that it appeals

to many. Hopefully, Harlequin will reprint the rest of the unavailable books.

The Draycott Abbey series is named for the English abbey from which all of the stories stem.
Adrian Draycott still thinks of the place as his, despite the fact that he's been dead for 800 years
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and now dwells there as a guardian spirit with Gideon, who seems just a tad too smart for a cat.
"What Dreams May Come" begins with the pair contemplating the trouble that they sense is on
the way. This trouble comes on the heels of Gray Mackenzie, whose purpose in coming all the
way to England from America is twofold: to capture the beautiful location in her artwork and to
hide from her crazed ex-husband. Upon meeting Adrian, she dreams of the Lady Anne of
Draycott, who lived 800 years ago, while Adrian starts to feel desires that have remained dormant
for hundreds of years. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 02:15 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, July 6, 2008

Anime Expo 2008 at the Los Angeles convention center: Day 4

Report by Ginger Mayerson

[more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10:12 PM PST [Link]

Brooklyn Bridge
Author: Karen Hesse
Published by Feiwel and Friends (an imprint of MacMillian)
ISBN-10: 0-312-37886-6
ISBN-13: 978-0-312-37886-8
To be released in September 2008

Review by Kathryn L. Ramage

This novel, set in 1903, is based on the true-life immigrant success story of
Morris and Rose Michtom, Jewish refugees from Russia, who created the
stuffed toy teddy bear in honor of Teddy Roosevelt, founded the Ideal Toy

http://hackenbush.org/LHLS/contactLHLS.html
http://www.anime-expo.org/
http://gingermayerson.com/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9780312378868
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Company, and made a fortune. The early days of their story are told from
the point of view of their eldest son, Joseph Michtom, who isn't at all happy with how the teddy
bears have changed his life. His parents are so busy with their new business that the work (and
the bears) crowd out the rest of their penny candy shop. The other kids in the neighborhood treat
him differently. And, above all, Joseph wants to go to the newly opened Coney Island amusement
park, but his parents don't have the time to take him. This desire becomes representative of
everything Joseph resents about his family's new success. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 04:10 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!
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Saturday, July 5, 2008

Anime Expo 2008 at the Los Angeles convention center: Day 3

Report by Ginger Mayerson

[more]
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Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10:48 PM PST [Link]

Friday, July 4, 2008

Anime Expo 2008 at the Los Angeles convention center: Day 2

Report by Ginger Mayerson

[more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 11:44 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, July 3, 2008

Anime Expo 2008 at the Los Angeles convention center: Day 1

Report by Ginger Mayerson
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You know you want it. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 11:22 PM PST [Link]

Monday, June 30, 2008

For Immediate Release: DMP Presents Hideyuki Kikuchi and Saiko Takaki at
Anime Expo 2008

Gardena, CA, June 30, 2008 - The year is 12,090 A.D., and what little is left
of humanity has finally crawled out from the ashes of war and destruction.
From the darkness of fallout, mutants and a race of vampires known as the
Nobility have spawned. They rule the weak with no remorse. Once bitten by
a Nobility, one is cursed to become a member of the undead. Villagers
cower in fear, hoping and praying for a savior to rid them of their undying
nightmare. All they have to battle this danger is a different kind danger — a
Vampire Hunter.

Digital Manga Publishing, one of the most innovative manga publishers is
proud to present Hideyuki Kikuchi and Saiko Takaki as our industry guests
for Anime Expo. Kikuchi-sensei's credits are long and wide including: A

Wind Named Amnesia, Wicked City and Demon Beast Shinjuku. Saiko Takaki, illustrator, was
hand picked by Kikuchi himself to bring his most famous character to life in DMP's manga
adaptation.

Swing by the Vampire Hunter D focus panel to have all your questions answered, hear some
insider information on future volumes and be entered in our raffle. Panel prizes include Takaki’s
ink sketches of D, exclusive Vampire Hunter D merchandise and the grand prize of a dinner date
for you and a friend with both creators!

For more information stop by the DMP booth (#510) before the panel!

http://gingermayerson.com/
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DMP Presents: Hideyuki Kikuchi and Saiko Takaki!
Saturday, July 5, 2008 
2:00-3:00pm
WS1

Hideyuki Kikuchi and Saiko Takaki Autograph Sessions
Saturday, July 5, 2008 - 1:00-2:00pm
Sunday, July 6, 2008 - 1:00-2:00pm
Booth #510

J LHLS reviews of Vampire Hunter D, volume 1 and Vampire Hunter D, volume 2, the manga.
And also reviews of the novels Vampire Hunter D: The Stuff of Dreams, Vampire Hunter D:
Mysterious Journey to the North Sea, Book One, and Vampire Hunter D, volume 1.

  

Posted by Editor @ 08:11 PM PST [Link]

Hero Heel, volume 2
Story and art by Makoto Tateno
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569708363
ISBN-13: 9781569708361

Review by Jilly Gee

The second of what I believe is a three volume series about deliciously
handsome actors for a children's superhero show, Hero Heel, volume 2 ups
the tension by bringing in an old flame and revealing a new one. Not being
able to forget his night of sex with Sawada, Minami starts out in this graphic

novel pining way for him. He determines to stop, though, when Sawada tells him in the bluntest of
ways that he just doesn't like him. Minami's co-star, Katagiri, takes this chance and says the
words anyone so vulnerable would grasp at after being told he was not liked: I want you. Thus
starts their purely sexual relationship, regularly meeting up after work at Hotel Destiny. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 01:50 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, June 29, 2008

Hate to Love You

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/62-9781569708361-0
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/62-9781569708361-0
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Story and Art: Makoto Tateno
Published by Deux Press
ISBN-10: 1934496014
ISBN-13: 978-1934496015

Review by Kris

Review originally appeared at Manic About Manga at
http://manicaboutmanga.blogspot.com. Check it out!

I was introduced to Makoto Tateno-sama through reading Yellow, another
of her series. Initially I didn't know whether or not I liked her art style. It was

different from what I was used to. Once I finished the first volume of Yellow I fell in love. Hate
to Love You was the second work of her's that I read. I was intrigued because on the back it
said that it is a yaoi version of Romeo and Juliet (Romeo and Romeo?). Since I love
Shakespeare I couldn't pass on it.

Masaya Konoe and Yuma Kazuki are the sons of two rival real estate company presidents. They
were raised to hate one another, since they are eventually going to take over their fathers
companies. Even though they act as though they hate each other, there seems to be something
more to their relationship. They used to play with another child in an adjoining estate: Akiko
Tojoin. It seems that Konoe might have a little bit of a crush on Akiko. It is expected that Konoe
and Kazuki are supposed to compete in every aspect of life and for some reason Kazuki is
always the one ahead. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 02:04 PM PST [Link]

Real Love
Story and Art: Mitsuki Oda
Published by Luv Luv Press
ISBN-10: 1934496146
ISBN-13: 978-1934496145

Review by Kris

Real Love by Mitsuki Oda is a release from Luv Luv Press. Luv Luv
specializes in josei manga, erotic manga featuring heterosexual couples
that is aimed at women. Real Love features three stories that focus on two
separate couples.

The title story "Real Love" and the stories "Baby" and Love Star" are an interesting mix. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 01:33 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!
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Saturday, June 28, 2008

eat.shop nyc: the indispensable guide to inspired locally owned eating and
shopping establishments in the five boroughs. 
Written by Kaie Wellman, Agnes Baddoo, Anna H. Blessing, Jan Faust, and
Jon Hart 
Published by Cabazon Books 
ISBN-13: 978-0-9789588-3-1

Review by Linda Yau

Upon visiting an infamous and unfamiliar city, to be a smart traveler is to
have already conducted a prior research or pick up travel guides like eat.shop nyc is
introducing. Now travel guides are a dime a dozen, especially for visiting New York City, this book
appears to be a supplement to the already booming travel books market alongside the Lonely
Planet or Times Out series. The highlight of this book though is the introduction to locally
owned establishments worth visiting if you are a backpack traveler and in search for good
experiences in food and shopping. To use this book is to support promoting local business and
any publicity can help sustain the local culture of establishments. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 12:44 AM PST [Link]

Miskatonic Mistletoe
Written by Angelia Sparrow
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-233-4
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-233-1

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/978-0-9789588-3-1
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/978-0-9789588-3-1
http://eatshopguides.com/cities/?view=city&city_id=21
http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=748
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Review by Linda Yau

The setting for Miskatonic Mistletoe is supposedly centuries after the
space and information ages. Corin is a werewolf moving into Arkham,
Massachusetts with his mate Cian who is a half-elf. They move into this
location to advert an apocalypse, however they are elderly in age and
request for assistant from their friends Dan and Paul who are like Corin -

fellow werewolves. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 12:38 AM PST [Link]

Friday, June 27, 2008

Star Project Chiro vol. 3
Story and Art: Baek Hye-Kyoung
Published by UDON Entertainment
ISBN-10: 1-897376-13-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-897376-13-3

Review by Kris

We've reached book number three in this adorable manhwa series by Baek
Hye-Kyoung. Here's a quick recap. Eun-Yo Song is a gorgeous teenager
who accidentally burned down pop star Nan Lee's house. In order to pay
the damages she severs ties with friends and family and is sent into the

middle of nowhere. Here she is transformed into male pop star, Chiro. Feel free to click on either
title to see my review of Star Project Chiro vol. 1 or Star Project Chiro vol. 2. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 09:45 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, June 26, 2008

Star Project Chiro vol. 2
Story and Art: Baek Hye-Kyoung
Published by UDON Entertainment
ISBN-10: 1-897376-12-X
ISBN-13: 978-1-897376-12-6

Review by Kris

It is always so hard to write reviews for books in series. You don't want to
spoil anything that happened in the previous volume and yet some of that
information is carried on into the next volume. I'll try my best but I'm going to
apologize for any spoilers that may appear. Also, click here to read my

review of Star Project Chiro vol. 1. Star Project Chiro vol. 2 continues the story of
Eun-Yo Song and her trying to pay back her debt to Nan Lee. [more]
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Posted by Kris @ 04:24 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, June 25, 2008

Star Project Chiro vol. 1
Story and Art: Baek Hye-Kyoung
Published by UDON Entertainment
ISBN-10: 1-897376-11-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-897376-11-9

Review by Kris

Eun-Yo Song is a fairly typical 16-year-old with a few exceptions. Her family
owns the renowned Mama's Childrens Clothes, which her three older
brothers now run. She started modeling in their television spots when she
was just a little kid. All of her wardrobe contains unique designs made just

for her. She is stunningly beautiful and she knows it. All the boys love her and all the girls, with
the exception of her best friend Hyun-Joo, despise her. It must be so difficult for her (can you
sense my sarcasm?). Eun-Yo has all the traits of being the youngest child, something I know very
well myself since I'm the youngest. Because she's gorgeous and the youngest Eun-Yo has
somewhat of a superiority complex. Even though Eun-Yo could have any guy she wants, the one
she's trying to catch his eye is Chan-Kyung Woo. He's popular, smart, athletic and kind. He's the
complete opposite, personality wise at least, of Eun-Yo. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 07:27 PM PST [Link]

A-Viking
Written by Kiernan Kelly 
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-168-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-168-6

Review by Linda Yau

Bijorn the Conquer is a Viking that got washed up on the beaches of Florida
after trying to escape from his sworn enemy - Jorund the Vanquisher. The
only problem, that battle took place in 975. The time now is modern times.
Somehow these two Vikings found themselves propelled through time,
possibly through a worm hole. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 03:13 PM PST [Link]

Red Shifting
Author: Aleksandr Skidan
Translator: Genya Turovskaya
Published by Ugly Duckling Presse
ISBN-13 978-0-939010-95-0

Review by Jane Seaton

I don't read much Russian, and less contemporary poetry, so treat this
review with some caution, but I enjoyed spending time with this parallel text
from the Ugly Duckling Presse's Eastern European Poets Series.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781897376119
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The poems themselves have the sense of being a preliminary sketch, an outpouring of
observation with no order yet imposed, no choices made, no thought on how to form a vessel or a
narrative to contain them. It's all a bit like having your lunch, however appetising, banged down
on the table in front of you still in the saucepan with a metal spoon sticking out of it. You worry
about burning your tongue, then discover that the poet hasn't even checked it's hot through.
[more]

Posted by Jane Seaton @ 03:05 PM PST [Link]

eat.shop london
researched, photographed and written by Caroline Loncq
Published by Cabazon Books
ISBN-13: 978-0-97895881-7

Review by Jane Seaton

Definitely a book to take out on a day when you're shopping for shopping's
sake (and pausing for refreshment lots of times too), this guide won't help

you track down a night duty pharmacy or get your shoes reheeled. It distinguishes between
shopping and eating, and that's as structured as it gets.

But it's such fun! [more]

Posted by Jane Seaton @ 03:03 PM PST [Link]

Knights Volume 1
Story and art by Minoru Murao
Published by Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN-10: 1569705682
ISBN-13: 9781569705681

Review by Jilly Gee

In the quasi medieval setting of the kingdom of Excludo, witches are
tortured and put to death at an alarming rate. Much like the witch trials of
our world's past, those women were merely victims of greed and
superstition. Unlike our world, however, a noble, masked youth and his

nearly-naked female sidekick travel the kingdom saving these innocents. While probably not the
first female they have saved from a burning at the stake, the first one saved in this series is cute
and naive Nina. This first is an important first, as she is the first girl who is still able to smile at and
be kind to Mist after having seen the dark-skinned face he hides under the mask. [more]
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Posted by Jilly Gee @ 03:01 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, June 24, 2008

The Devil's Secret
Story & Art by: Hinako Takanaga
Published by: 801 Media, Inc.
ISBN-13: 978-1-934129-22-7

Review by April Kimm

As always, 801 Media has quality presentation: the manga is similar in size
to the original Japanese manga with a nice dust jacket and a color cover
page. Hinako Takanaga is the mangaka of "Challengers" (complete 4
volume series available by DramaQueen), "Little Butterfly" (complete 3
volume series available by DMP), "Dekiru Otoko ga Suki Nanda" (licensed

by Blu), "Kimi ga Koi ni Ochiru" (licensed by Blu), "The Tyrant Falls in Love" (licensed by
DramaQueen), "Bukiyou na Silent," "Croquis," "Kimi ga Koi ni Oboreru," "Liberty Liberty," "Love
Round," and "Study Hard." The manga is composed of 5 chapters: 2 involving the main
characters Father Mauro and Raoul, 1 involving the side character Raoul's older half-brother
Baldur, and 2 unrelated one-shots. "The Devil's Secret" is one of Hinako Takanaga's yaoi manga
that gets straight to the smut in the first chapter. The only chapter without smut is the second one-
shot, "Before Winter Comes," a shonen-ai with a patient seme who pines for his uke. [more]

Posted by April Kimm @ 09:12 AM PST [Link]

Love is Like a Hurricane 5
Story and Art by: Tokiya Shimazaki
Published by: 801 Media, Inc.
ISBN-13: 978-1-934129-14-2

Review by April Kimm

801 Media has nice presentation: the manga is similar in size to the original
Japanese manga with a dust jacket and 2 color cover pages. Tokiya
Shimazaki is the mangaka of "Little Romance." The yaoi manga is
composed of 6 chapters about the continuing relationship between in
charge Azuma and naïve Mizuki, who somehow manages to either

misunderstand something or other or gets easily duped by Azuma's cousin Seiichi, who enjoys
toying with him. As in the rest of the series, smut abounds in almost every chapter. This is the
first volume in which there are no one-shots or chapters devoted to side characters. [more]

Posted by April Kimm @ 09:11 AM PST [Link]

Monday, June 23, 2008

BookExpo 2008

by Tom Good

There were some fascinating and wonderful people to
talk to at BookExpo; the challenge was to find as many
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of them as possible in the large crowds. People with
very different kinds of goals inhabit the social
ecosystem, and the scale of the event means that
nobody has the time, energy, or interest to engage
with everyone and everything there. So all attendees

must solve a filtering problem, like sorting through e-mail to
pluck the most valuable messages from a sea of spam. But
everyone has their own criteria for what's interesting to them.

Some people wore costumes to stand out from the crowd, so
stormtroopers, pirates, cowboys, and characters from
children's books prowled through the aisles. Others relied on
clever lines to grab attention. One of my favorite lines was,
"Have you smelled our book yet?" This wasn't as weird as it
first sounded, since it was a scratch-and-sniff book. Dax and
Lloyd Garner (pictured above, far left and center) promoted
their book Corpse of Freedom with an unusual prop: an
artificial corpse. They apparently wheeled it around in a
wheelchair and it was a big hit with some striking food
workers. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 09:23 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, June 22, 2008

Yaoi Jamboree, Glendale AZ, Day 3

Scenes from the closing ceremony

http://www.corpseoffreedom.com/
http://ironmonkey.blogspot.com/
http://yaoijamboree.com/
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Not much happened today (I broke down and went to the spa for exfoliaiton and it was great), but
I got some pictures of what did happen. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 11:34 PM PST [Link]

Steal Moon vol. 1
Story and Art: Makoto Tateno
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-570-4
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-570-4

Review by Kris

Nozomi is a top-notch street fighter. He chooses to fight for some spare
cash and generally blows his competition out of the water. But all good
things must come to an end. He opens his yap and makes a bet that the
person he loses to he will become their servant. He didn't really mean it

though. A handsome, mysterious stranger suddenly appears and decides to take the bet. Well,
you can figure it out from this point. Nozomi loses and the mysterious stranger tries to collect his
prize. Nozomi refuses and tries to get away, unsuccessfully. The stranger knocks him out. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 08:04 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, June 21, 2008

Yaoi Jamboree, Glendale AZ, Day 2

Relaxing in the lobby. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08:06 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, June 20, 2008

Yaoi Jamboree, Glendale AZ, Day 1

Rachel Livingston let me hitch a ride with her to Glendale Arizona for Yaoi Jamboree. She picked
me up at 2AM (my neighbors must be scandalized; they never see me up that late) and we drove
into the desert. I don't have any pictures of this, sorry, it was just dark and empty. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10:07 PM PST [Link]

Ring My Bell
Written by BA Tortuga 
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-227-X
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-227-0

Review by Linda Yau

In Colin's opinion, ringing a bell for charity is a horrible way to spend the
holiday. Three hours on the job, his fingers are numb, his ears are ringing
and if he has to listen to other people wish him happy holidays, he's going
to be pissed off.

It is this setting that set him up to rescue the naked and muddy Gaz (Gazardiel) from the side of
the road. What made this situation strange though were the white loose feathers when Colin
found Gaz and the bloodied stubs on his back. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 06:38 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, June 19, 2008

The Clouds Above

http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=746
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Story and Art: Jordan Crane
Published by Fantagraphics Books
ISBN-10: 1-56097-909-7
ISBN-13: 978-1-56097-909-8

Review by Kris

Simon has the tendency to be late. He's late so often his teacher Missus Poe has threatened him
with a beating with a phone book. Oh, No! The door into the school is locked and the only way in
is removing the vent on the door. Simon's cat Jack has joined him at school today. Once he gets
in, one of Simon's classmates tattles to Missus Poe. Simon and Jack decide hide on the roof
instead of enduring the wrath of Missus Poe. That is where the adventure truly begins. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 06:54 PM PST [Link]

Magical JxR vol. 2
Story and Art: Lee Sun-Young 
Published by UDON Entertainment
ISBN-10: 1-897376-62-6
ISBN-13: 978-1-897376-62-1

Review by Kris

Cho-Ah has finally started high school. She was expecting to be able to
start fresh and have everyone think that she's a girly girl and snag herself a
ultra hot boyfriend. Thinking that her contract had been fulfilled with Jay and
Aru she truly thought that there was nothing to surprise her. Boy was she in

for a surprise. It turns out that her contract hadn't been fulfilled after all. Cho-Ah is required to
spend the next year together doing good deeds. Cards have been left all over town. Jay, Aru, and
Cho-Ah have to find the cards and help whoever holds the card. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 06:01 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, June 18, 2008

Voices of Love
Story and Art by Kanae Hazuki 
Published by Luv Luv Press 
ISBN-10: 1934496081 
ISBN-13: 978-1934496084

Review by Linda Yau

Voices of Love is a heterosexual graphic novel that has five short stories.
The targeted audience for this book is for josei, which is Japanese for adult
woman that is different from shoujo (teen girls). This is the first translated
release from Luv Luv Press, and they have from that time have released
other novels for the adult female. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 03:35 PM PST [Link]

Pillage
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Written by Obert Skye
Published by Shadow Mountain
ISBN-10: 1590389220
ISBN-13: 9781590389225

Review by Jilly Gee

Beck Phillips wasn't exactly living a normal life before he was sent to live
with his Uncle Aeron in Kingsplot; his father had left when he was a baby
and he and his mother moved from location to location, his mother never
able to hold a steady job because of her worsening mental health. Still, he

went to school like a normal teenage boy, got into trouble like a normal teenage boy, and flirted
with girls way out of his league like a normal teenage boy. It is when he is sent to his uncle's
house in Kingsplot that things take a turn for the downright strange.

Despite Aeron's supposed wealth, there are but four workers in the entire manor, all of whom tell
him not to go poking his nose where he shouldn't. Not that they are unkind; they kindly tell him to
leave locked doors locked. Of course, saying that to a curious, young man has the same effect as
just shoving him headlong into the unknown; he explores a basement that he was told does not
exist by the staff and a conservatory with no entrance. How did he get into said conservatory?
Why, he asked the ivy to grow for him so he could climb it. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 01:55 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, June 17, 2008

Dancing on the Head of a Pin
by Kiernan Kelly
Printed in the USA by Torquere Press, Copyright 2007

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Would you give up your immortal soul for eternal love? How about just a
piece of it? That's what happens when Malak meets Cael, one fine morning
in the infamous city of Sodom. Malak is a beautiful, black-haired angel, one
of the seraphim sent to punish the ungodly people of that wicked city, and
Cael is a handsome blond demon who enjoys sneaking out of hell to revel in
the pleasures of the flesh, which is what Sodom and her sister city
Gomorrah specialized in. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 07:46 PM PST [Link]

Magical JxR vol. 1
Story and Art: Lee Sun-Young
Published by UDON Entertainment
ISBN-10: 1-897376-61-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-897376-61-4

Review by Kris

Magical JxR by Lee Sun-Young is a four volume manwha (Korean
manga) series. It's the tale of two wizards in the human world.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/62-9781590389225-0
http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=739
http://shadowmountain.com/
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http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781897376614
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Aru and Jay are wizard apprentices and study partners in magic school. Aru
uses fire based magic. He's not the best student and is kind of an airhead but he's cheerful and
sincere. Jay uses water based magic. He's the exact opposite of Aru. He's an excellent student,
thoughtful, but a tad cool and aloof. At their magic school when study partners are assigned it's
the teachers who pair them up. They also assign them based on the source of magic. In Jay and
Aru's case, however, they chose each other to be partners.

Cho-Ah Nam is your typical 16-year-old, with a few exceptions. She's always loved fairy tales,
especially Alice in Wonderland. She imagines her world as though it's a shojo manga and
she really wants to be seen as a feminine girly girl. There is one thing standing in her way. Her
dad is a national Taekwondo champion and has a famous high kick. It seems as though Cho-Ah
inherited her father's genes and has a killer high kick as well. Since she has the reputation of
being able to kick butt and take names she strikes fear into the hearts of many. But Cho-Ah just
wants to be seen as a cute sweet girl that she can sometimes be. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 06:49 PM PST [Link]

Yakuza in Love (volume 2)
Story and art: Shiuko Kano
Publisher: Deux Press
ISBN-10: 1934496200
ISBN-13: 978-1934496206

Review by Cat

I cannot deny that I was absolutely thrilled to get my paws on the second
volume of Yakuza in Love. I was a little concerned that, as with many
trilogies, it might fall victim to the dreaded "saggy middle" syndrome. Well,
has it? [more]

Posted by Cat @ 06:22 PM PST [Link]

Monday, June 16, 2008

Christmas with Gary
Written by Vic Winter 
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-229-6
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-229-4

Review by Linda Yau

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781897376614
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http://hackenbush.org/LHLS/contactLHLS.html
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http://www.deux-press.com/Default.aspx
http://hackenbush.org/LHLS/contactLHLS.html
http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=747
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Gary is stuck spending his Christmas holidays with his grandmother.
Thinking that this would be a boring holiday, he was pleasantly surprised
when the errands turned out to be amusing. Errant running also had him
meeting Troy the hunky neighborhood gym trainer who is interested in him -
an exercise deficient teacher. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 09:05 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, June 14, 2008

Future of Manga panel survey with Audry Taylor of Go! Media

Editor Ginger Mayerson briefly met Audry Taylor of Go! Media in Los
Angeles at the Book Expo Future of Manga panel on May 31, 2008. Some
of our editors put their heads together for these questions on the Future of
Manga that weren't addressed at the panel due to time constraints and
Mayerson just not being very fast on her feet (which, we are told, were

aching by that time). We sincerely thank Ms. Taylor for her time and effort on this survey.

J LHLS: As we understand it, right now manga buyers are primarily teenage girls. As this
demographic ages, what age groups and interests are you going to be aiming at?

Ms. Taylor: Our efforts will become two-pronged. We'll want to continue appealing to the teen
demographic, because it's always fresh and exciting. We'll also want to follow our existing
audience into maturity. Our fans are growing up, but not growing out of the passion they have for
manga. We'd like to make sure that passion continues to be satisfied. [more]

Posted by Editor @ 05:22 PM PST [Link]

Friday, June 13, 2008

Vampire Hunter D Volume 5: The Stuff of Dreams
Story by Hideyuki Kikuchi
Art by Yoshitaka Amano
Published by Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN-10: 1595820949

http://www.gocomi.com/
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.gocomi.com/
http://www.gocomi.com/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1-9781595820945-1
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ISBN-13: 9781595820945

Review by Jilly Gee

Vampires, or Nobility, as they are more commonly called in Hideyuki
Kikuchi's world, occupy the same world as humans, yet they do not coexist
peacefully. The Nobility often prey on humans, and the humans in turn hunt

down the Nobility and kill them. One such hunter is startlingly only half human, the other half of
Nobility descent. Choosing only to call himself D, he wanders the Frontier, not necessarily helping
others, but doing his job as a vampire hunter.

It is strange in many ways then, when he is called in a dream by a young girl to what seems to be
a small, prosperous town. Not only is the town peaceful and rich in resources in this harsh land of
the Frontier, the Nobility lived in peace with the humans in that little town in the not too distant
past. No one knows why they just up and left, but one returned thirty years ago, biting the young
girl seen in D's dream. Because of that wound, Sybille sleeps on, never waking, never dying, and
never aging in the town's hospital, thanks to the immortality caused by that Nobility's bite. As a
vampire hunter, D does not see the purpose in being there, as the vampire that marked Sybille is
long gone. Leaving the town, however, proves to be an impossibility. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 03:17 AM PST [Link]

Wednesday, June 11, 2008

A Good Thing
Written by Julia Talbot
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-234-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-234-8

Review by Linda Yau

After a disastrous Christmas three years ago for Dan, where his house is
partially burn down and his lover leaves him. He has grown to hate the
holiday season. Now that the holiday season is coming around again, it is
up to Chris to prove to Dan that there are still things to celebrate about. Just
as soon as Dan lets him into his life, house and bed then good tidings would

come. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 11:37 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, June 10, 2008

Witness
Written by Mike Shade
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN -10: 1-60370-347-0
ISBN- 13: 978-1-60370-347-5
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Review by Linda Yau

As a successful reclusive horror writer, Gary Short is a man with many past
and personal demons. Now the story begins with him being the only witness
to a horrific crime. The perpetrator as Gary identifies is a stalker known as
the penny man. Zeke Henderson is the police detective who is assigned to
cover this case. He questions Gary and remembers that he was the first

respondent with a case involving Gary years earlier. Now he faces an attraction to the writer and
over the story proves to be the man that would ignite Gary's passion. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 09:16 PM PST [Link]

Monday, June 9, 2008

The President's Time
Story and Art: Tamaki Kirishima
Published by 801 Media, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-934129-71-4
ISBN-13: 978-1-934129-19-7

Review by Kris

801 Media has made another brilliant choice with The President's
Time. Mutsuki Nagasawa is a truly talented CEO. He is good at his job,
thoughtful to his employees, and an all around nice guy. There is one
problem. Mutsuki has yet to fulfil his father's final wish for him. He is

supposed to become an evil president. So evil in fact he needs to be able to summon Beelzebub
himself. What is Mutsuki to do? [more]

Posted by Kris @ 05:38 PM PST [Link]

Candy
Story and Art: Satomi Sugita
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-563-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-563-6

Review by Kris

When he was younger Tooru didn't seem to fit in with the rest of his family.
Then he met his cousin, Takara. They immediately got along and Takara
took it upon himself to protect the smaller Tooru. Now that they are all older,
Tooru works in the family confectionary store with his older brother Hajime.

He also has a cute younger brother, Futaba. The three live happily in the family home while their
parents are overseas. One afternoon guess who shows up on their doorstep, the one and only
Takara. Instead of the sweet and caring cousin that Tooru remembers, this Takara is cold and
aloof. [more]
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Posted by Kris @ 05:31 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, June 8, 2008

Some Kind of River
Written by Andi Marquette
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-270-9
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-270-6

Review by Linda Yau

Dez is a graduate student who works summers as a rafting tour guide. For
the last few summers, she had worked at a place where she was best
friends with a fellow river kayaker: Mel Hammond. Dez has a secret crush
on Mel, never imagined that she would feel the same until a company Truth
or Dare game proved otherwise. The blurb of this story seemed appealing,

but when read, it proved to be a disappointment. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 01:44 AM PST [Link]
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Saturday, June 7, 2008

Yakuza in Love (volume 1)
Story and art: Shiuko Kano 
Publisher: Deux Press 
ISBN-10: 1934496073
ISBN-13: 978-1934496077

Review by Cat

God damn. Although I enjoyed and loved many of Shiuko Kano's manga, I
usually write her works off as a notch above PWP (Plot? What plot?)
because her characters' larger-than-life personalities (and, sometimes,
sexual antics) tend to overshadow everything, including the plot itself.

When I cracked Yakuza in Love open, I expected the same: a large cast of strong
personalities and a chaotic plot along with its seemingly random sub-plots. While it does live up to
my expectations, it's a little different this time round: it actually has a plot. Even its sub-plots have
a purpose here. Well, colour me shocked. [more]

Posted by Cat @ 07:58 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, June 4, 2008

My One and Oni
Written by Misa Izanaki
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN -10 : 1-60370-327-7 
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ISBN -13: 978-1-60370-327-7

Review by Linda Yau

When Alexi was ten years old he was always thinking that a monster lived in
his closet. This made him scared of sleeping. Monsters aren't supposed to
exist, but in this room and story there is really a monster living in the house.
Kai is a handsome and sexy Japanese oni who guarded over Alexi's
maternal family for several generations.

Flash forward fifteen years later, Alexi has returned home from college, gay and busy with
academics. During the first night, while Alexi was sleeping, he thought that he was having a wet
dream when in reality; Kai had some action with him. The second night is when Alexi sees him for
the first time, naked and in the shower. Apparently Kai had fallen in love with him and Kai does
follow Alexi back to his college determine to stay with him for life. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 09:51 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, June 3, 2008

God of Dogs
Story and Art: Satoru Ishihara
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-587-9
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-587-2

Review by Kris

I'm going to quote from the back:

"The notoriously vicious Chinese Mafia has lost its next rightful heir... to
sudden suicide! Now, the esteemed "God of Dogs" Tsai family must race

against the ticking clock and hunt down the child of the deceased eldest son in order to preserve
their ancient, sacred legacy. Meanwhile, the mysterious Archer has been convicted of killing his
father and is on his way to jail. What will fate reveal for the powerful Tsai clan's criminal dynasty
AND this strange young man?

In God of Dogs, a feared family demands the service of a special descendant... but can the
chosen one fight back? A rebel with a mind of his own is trapped in a bloodline riddled with
secrets, murder, and the constant threat of betrayal. Will he break the centuries-old chains that
bind him to this history of violence and stand on his own two feet, or does he have no choice but
to bow at the altar of his wicked forefathers?" [more]

Posted by Kris @ 05:02 PM PST [Link]

Monday, June 2, 2008

Blue Sky
Story and art by Yuko Kuwabara
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Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569707197
ISBN-13: 9781569707197

Review by Jilly Gee

There are two princes at the all-boys dormitory, Seiran, for Seika Academy:
Ryoichiro Kihara, the Prince of Warm Spring Sunshine and Kyosuke
Yoshimi, the Beautiful Prince of Ice. Of course, these nicknames can only
convey one side of their personalities. Contrary to his Prince of Warm

Spring Sunshine moniker, Kihara, also Chief Resident Advisor of the dorm, schemes to get
Yoshimi as his roommate, to take advantage of a prophecy that says the Chief R. A. always has a
romantic relationship with his roommate. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 11:46 PM PST [Link]

Satyr-Day Night Fever
Written by Kiernan Kelly
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-187-7 
ISBN-10: 1-60370-187-7

Review by Linda Yau

Bill isn't your normal next door neighbor; rather he is an infamous gay porn
star who is quite well endowed and a satyr. Same species as the teacher of
Hercules in that Disney movie, but Bill as descriptions mention is better
looking, so wipe Philoctetes out of your head. Mitch is his childhood best
friend. After a past incident, Bill never thought that Mitch would be

interested in him, until recently a moment occurred when Bill sees that Mitch is perhaps denying
his interest in him. Can they have a lover's relationship then? [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 06:51 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, June 1, 2008

Golden Prince and Argent King
Story and Art: Kouko Agawa
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-720-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-720-3

Review by Kris

I didn't know much about Golden Prince and Argent King except
what I read on Juné's website. All I know is that it sounded interesting and I
wanted to check it out.

Golden Prince and Argent King is the tale of Yuuki Kujou. Yuuki's mother was the mistress
of a rich businessman. She had insisted on raising an upstanding son and Yuuki didn't know
anything about his father. Not long after his mother's passing he was informed that he was the
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son of a rich businessman, but that he also had two older brothers. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 06:22 PM PST [Link]

Immoral Darkness
Story by Miya Matsuda 
Illustrations by Yukariko Jissohji 
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569707138
ISBN-13: 9781569707135

Review by Jilly Gee

Shiina is beautiful, cool, and makes quite a bit of money for someone his
age. Unfortunately, his good looks have made him somewhat conceited, the
coolness is a shell he hides in to keep people out of his heart, and the
money comes from the older woman he sleeps with to make up for the lack
of affection from his mother. His math teacher, Sasagawa, however, sees

right through this cool attitude to his loneliness and offers Shiina the love and affection he so
desperately craves in return for his trust. Shiina is not forthcoming with this trust, considering that
said teacher beat up a high school student, stole Shiina's money, and then raped him in a public
bathroom. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 03:33 AM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, May 28, 2008

Switching Sides 
Written by Beth Wylde 
Published by Torquere Press

ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-344-4 
ISBN-10: 1-60370-344-6

Review by Linda Yau

Elizabeth enjoys sex with men, and is determined to sleep with her date.
The only problem that occurred was when he hightails it out of the bar-
restaurant after Elizabeth made her intentions clear. Confused, Elizabeth
sits at the bar, barely able to afford for the drinks when Kara approaches

her. She is a neighbor of Elizabeth's. What follows is a night of intense fiery passion that made
Elizabeth realizes that she may not like men as much as she use to. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 03:53 PM PST [Link]

Sweet Admiration
By Yuuki Kousaka
Illustrations by Midori Shena
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Sweet Admiration by Yuuki Kousaka is a nice novel about businessmen
falling in love, kind of similar to The Man Who Doesn't Take Off His Clothes.
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Except in this one, Katsuya and Shio already know each other from the
past.

Katsuya and Kazuki were childhood friends who spent one crazy summer
together, but became so close that they always kept in touch. Kazuki has a brother named Shio
who is so beautiful that Katsuya's been in love all these years. When he hears that the company
Shio works at in Tokyo is hiring, Katsuya jumps at the opportunity to get to know Shio better. But
when they end up rooming together Katsuya finds out Shio has changed. [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 07:07 AM PST [Link]

A Promise of Romance
By Kyoko Akitsu
Illustrations by Tooko Miyagi
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

I'll admit happily that my preconceptions for this novel were proven wrong.
Because this novel included cross-dressing, I expected the main character
to be weepy or girly, but he was neither of those two. The characters and
the plot were engaging and this was a great afternoon read! [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 06:32 AM PST [Link]

Little Darling
By Matsuri Kouzuki
Illustrations by Naduki Koujima
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Little Darling tries to achieve a lot and is very ambitious with its plot and
character relationships. I feel that the novel could have been a success in
the hands of a more competent author. A lot of the issues I find with this
novel are completely subjective, so I hope this review doesn't come off as a
discouragement for buying this book. [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 04:41 AM PST [Link]

Monday, May 26, 2008

Red Skin
Written by Tracey Shellito
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Published by Torquere Press

ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-149-5 
ISBN-10: 1-60370-149-4

Review by Linda Yau

Once a year, there is work for cattle herders moving their animals in search
of food. Ross temporarily has a job as one of those herders; he is also a fine
good shot. His fellow crew member mentions how easily it would be for
Ross to become a Pinkerton or Marshall, but the young man always

refuses. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 07:29 PM PST [Link]

Mahape a ale wala'au
Written by Paul G. Bens 
Published by Torquere Press

ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-279-9 
ISBN-10: 1-60370-279-2

Review by Linda Yau

Visiting the island of Waikiki, Hawaii is a memorable location, balmy and
breezy – the culture is something to experience. This is where Toshi, a
Japanese businessman takes his winter vacation at; away from the busy
office. Toshi clearly identifies himself as homosexual with Japanese people

having fetishes. A chance encounter with Kristopher, a street performer had him starting an
exhibitionist game that would lead to one night of passion. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 07:27 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, May 25, 2008

Taming the Mountain Mist
Written by K.C. Warwick
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Jilly Gee

As the new commander for a Roman garrison, British-born Justin has a lot
of adjusting to do. It is fortunate then, that he should meet the handsome
shape-shifter, Falan, to help him with getting acquainted with the area. As
the village healer and leader of the wolves that the villagers seem to revere,
he and Justin are able to meet on several official occasions and many
unofficial ones as well. This being an erotic romance, the unofficial
meetings consist of much more than casual conversation and sharing

meals. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 11:19 PM PST [Link]
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Honey and Clover
Directed by Masahiro Takata
Screenplay by Masahiko Kawahara and Masahiro Takata
Based on the Manga by Chica Umino
Distributed by VIZ Media

Review by Kris

This is the blurb on the VIZ Media website:

"Based on the popular manga by Chica Umino which has sold over 10
million copies in Japan, Honey and Clover is a romantic comedy about a

group of art school students who try to find their way. But when an innocent and talented 19-year-
old girl enters their lives, things get a lot more complicated as love triangles result. Starring Yu
Aoi (Hula Girls) and J-pop star Sho Sakurai. Directed by Masahiro Takata."

Honey and Clover follows the lives of five students at the same art college. The focus is on
the interaction of these students with those around them. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 02:54 PM PST [Link]

Speed Racer: Mach Go Go Go, Vol. 1 & 2 (Boxed Set)
By Tatsuo Yoshida
Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN: 1569707316

Review by Tom Good

As a child, I had very little disbelief in need of suspension, and I accepted
Speed Racer as practically a documentary about auto racing. So when I
revisited it I finally noticed how completely weird it is. But its delightful, retro
kind of strangeness also makes it very readable today. DMP has published
a beautiful two-volume boxed set of the original Speed Racer manga by

Tatsuo Yoshida. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 12:11 PM PST [Link]

Hula Girls
Directed by Sang-il Lee
Screenplay by Sang-il Lee and Daisuke Habara
Distributed by VIZ Media

Review by Kris

The movie Hula Girls has been reviewed once on this site by the fantastic
Ginger Mayerson, be sure to read her review here. I 've been given the
opportunity to review it also. Hula Girls is based on a true story. It's
amazing that something so inspirational could have really happened. In
1965 in the town of Iwakishi, the Joban coal mine has been providing jobs

for many years. It has been decided that the mine would close and they would lay off many of the
workers. To help soften the impact of the job cuts the mine management decide to use the hot
springs nearby to their advantage. They decide to open a Hawaiian Center to take advantage of

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0810400/
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tourist dollars. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 05:37 AM PST [Link]
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Saturday, May 24, 2008

The Sight of Home
Written by Sean Michael 
Published by Torquere Press

ISBN-10: 1-60370-297-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-297-3

Review by Linda Yau

Visually disabled Professor Stone Watson is a self-reliant and accomplished
history professor. Accomplished to the point where people enjoyed his
published book, so now he is scheduled for a traveling book tour. Everything
should be easy on this trip, a paid vacation really. New locations, foods,

locale, the scenery should be interesting… [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 01:05 AM PST [Link]

Friday, May 23, 2008

Cat Scratch Fever
Written by Jane Davitt
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Jilly Gee

Garin can't help but use his magic once in a while, much to the frustration of
his totally human, magic-incapable lover, Simon. So when Garin
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unintentionally transforms a stray cat into an extremely horny human, not
only does it put a strain on their relationship, it also means they have an
incredibly troublesome pet to take care of.

While the concept of the wonders of magic clashing with the limitations of
humankind sound intriguing, "Cat Scratch Fever" does not focus on that. This short story is
primarily erotica, keeping the fantasy element on the sidelines and using it to serve as a good
source of friction for the two lovers and as a reason to keep the snarky cat-turned-human, Tom,
in the picture. As for why the former feline is so important for the erotica side of the story, he
manages to attract both Garin and Simon to him, causing jealousy on the part of both, and
justifying that jealousy when he attempts to initiate sexual activities with both. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 02:56 AM PST [Link]

Thursday, May 22, 2008

S vol. 2: A Love Bite
Story by: Saki Aida
Art by: Chiharu Nara
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-707-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-707-4

Review by Kris

The next volume of S is upon us.

Shiiba is an information gathering machine thanks to his S, Keigo
Munechika. Of course, the only way he's able to get this information is by
sleeping with him. Because of his successes he is looked highly upon by his

superiors, and mocked by his fellow detectives. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 05:24 PM PST [Link]

S vol. 1
Story by: Saki Aida
Art by: Chiharu Nara
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-706-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-706-7

Review by Kris

Intrigue! Sex! Guns! Sex! Yakuza! Sex! Did I mention sex? Now that I have
your attention S is a four volume series by Saki Aida-sensei.
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Masaki Shiiba is a detective working undercover in Shinjuku's red light
district. The particular division that he is affiliated with is the intelligence gathering arm to gather
weapons. In order to find these weapons he works with an "S", or spy, that is on the inside of the
organizations that are being investigated. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 05:17 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, May 21, 2008

Like A Love Comedy
Story by Aki Morimoto
Art by Yutta Narumi 
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569707332
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-733-3

Review by Linda Yau

Packaged in a short 158 pages, Like A Love Comedy is about Biwa, an
novice screenwriter, who after three years gets his chance to make it on a
new cross-Pacific Ocean production. The star of the show is a young and
hot Japanese actor. However, on the first day of his job though, Biwa

bumps into Yamato (the actor), who has some attitude issues leaving Biwa pissed off. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 09:41 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, May 20, 2008

Vampire Hunter D: Vol. 8. 
Story by Hideyuki Kikuchi
Art by Yoshitaka Amano
Published by Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN-10: 1-59582-108-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-59582-108-9

Review by Linda Yau

Florence, a coastal town was known a long time ago as a pleasure resort
spot for the Nobility. However, upon the arrival of a lone traveler who threw
the vampires out, one Nobility refused to leave and for this, was thrown into

the sea by the traveler. Vampiric lore mentions how creatures of the night shun the sea or any
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moving water source. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 10:02 PM PST [Link]

Eternal Love
Story by: Mizumi Takaoka
Art by: Yukariko Jissohji
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-711-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-711-1

Review by Kris

I had no idea whether I was going to like this book. The cover has two very
handsome men clad in Middle Eastern garb and one of those guys is
wearing women's clothing. Because it was all white, I figured they were
decked out in wedding clothes. Also the Middle East has not been a part of

the world that I've been interested in. I have to say I was pleasantly surprised.

Six years ago Tomoyuki Makabe was attending Cambridge University studying economics when
he met the handsome, charismatic Aswil al-Murshid. They had sworn their love to one another
and spent one amazing year with each other. One day Aswil disappeared very quickly but left
Tomoyuki with a promise that he would come and get him. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 08:31 PM PST [Link]

Love Control
Story and art: Ai Hasukawa 
Publisher: Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569707251
ISBN-13: 978-1569707258

Review by Cat

What do you get if you put two headstrong, proud, arrogant and highly
competitive guys together?

Plain good fun. [more]

Posted by Cat @ 06:27 PM PST [Link]

A Love Song for the Miserable
Story and art: Yukimura
Publisher: Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569707189
ISBN-13: 978-1569707180

Review by Cat

A Love Song for the Miserable is a five-chapter (plus a bonus short
oneshot) manga. This is, for me, unusual because it's been a while I read a
full standalone manga. Those June/DMP books that I have are mostly the
'three-chapter story with two oneshots' type. Those that aren't are part of a
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series.

So to have a full standalone manga to read makes a nice change, but will the story itself be any
good? [more]

Posted by Cat @ 03:36 PM PST [Link]

Restart
Story and art: Shouko Hidaka
Publisher: Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 156970726X
ISBN-13: 978-1569707265

Review by Cat

Restart, set in the world of modelling, features a relationship between two
models, one is an established name and the other a fast-rising star. It also
contains two oneshots: For You features a former child model and a
photographer and Overlap features a guy who mourns a lost love but

unexpectedly gets another chance to fall in love. [more]

Posted by Cat @ 09:43 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, May 18, 2008

Hero Heel vol. 2
Story and Art: Makoto Tateno
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-836-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-836-1

Review by Kris

Hero Heel is a three volume series written and illustrated by Makoto
Tateno-sama. Be sure to check out my review of Hero Heel vol. 1 here
and Ginger Mayerson's review here.

Masaki Minami and Kazuomi Sawada are two of the lead actors in a new and hugely popular
television show. Minami is the hero and Sawada plays the villain. In real life Sawada is kind of a
jerk and Minami is kind of naive. Minami's love for Sawada is unrequited because Sawada made
it clear that he doesn't get involved with co-stars. Throw in Katagiri's unrequited feelings for
Minami and you have a sexy yaoi story headed for an explosive conclusion in the third volume
[more]

Posted by Kris @ 09:30 PM PST [Link]

Feverish
Story and art by Takaaki Kusaka
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569705658
ISBN-13: 9781569705650

Review by Jilly Gee
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Pretty male escort attempts to woo handsome, young waiter. Or rather,
childish pretty boy ambushes and manipulates average working man every
day. Chihiro never misses a chance to declare and demonstrate his love for
Kensei, but Kensei, dense as he is, doesn't take him seriously. A pushy uke

and reluctant seme aren't new to the genre, and this first part of Feverish doesn't bring anything
new to the table. It still has its charms, however; Chiharu's wonderfully mischievous personality
plays nicely off Kensei's all-too-conservative way of thinking, resulting in many giggle-worthy
moments. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 03:47 PM PST [Link]

Immoral Darkness
Story by: Miyu Matsuda
Illustrated by: Yukariko Jissohji
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-713-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-713-5

Review by Kris

We all know what it's like to be lonely, right? I know I do. The blurb on the
back has a pretty good description. It goes as follows:

"Beautiful, cool, Shiina Jun has always been admired by the women around
him. But he would give up their admiration for just one ounce of affection

from his family, or a chance at true love from anyone who could save him from the dark loneliness
he's lived in for so long.

His teacher, Sasagawa Tetsuya, wants to be his savior. But is Sasagawa offering a way out, or
pushing Shiina deeper into darkness? Can Shiina trust his heart to a man who forces himself on
him?

Masterfully crafted by Miyu Matsuda, this story of a forbidden, passionate, love between a student
and his teacher is definitely must-read! Are the two willing to overcome all obstacles to get what
they truly want in life?" [more]

Posted by Kris @ 03:12 PM PST [Link]
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Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.
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Saturday, May 17, 2008

Gentle Cage
Story by: You Shizaki
Illustrations by: Kumiko Sasaki
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-712-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-712-8

Review by Kris

When it comes to yaoi novels I am truly a novice. My only experience is with
Only the Ring Finger Knows novels. And I only read those because I
loved the manga. With Gentle Cage there is no manga associated with it,
so I had no idea what to expect.

Itsuki Hashimoto was sent on an errand by his boss to convince the sculptor Masatsugu Tokiwa
to meet with him (Itsuki's boss). Itsuki works for the famed sculptor Yasuyuki Yamabe. It also
turns out that Tokiwa studied under Yamabe as an apprentice. Not only that, Itsuki and Tokiwa
have another thing in common. They happen to have a history. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 11:26 PM PST [Link]

Friday, May 16, 2008

Dog Style (vol 1)
Story and art: Modoru Motoni
Publisher: Kitty Media, imprint of Media Blasters
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ISBN-10: 1598831259
ISBN-13: 978-1598831252

Review by Cat

I figured that since volume 2 is due out next month, I ought to read volume 1
as it's been a while since I read it (if there is one thing a gadfly and I have in
common, it's an inability to remember for long).

When I received Dog Style last year, I had to do with just a skim because I was already on a trip
to Christmas Hell, so I remembered very little about it, which in the end is a good thing. So how
does it go this time? [more]

Posted by Cat @ 07:34 AM PST [Link]

Wednesday, May 14, 2008

Vampire Hunter D
Story by Hideyuki Kikuchi
Art by Yoshitaka Amano
Published by Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN-10: 1595820124
ISBN-13: 9781595820129

Review by Jilly Gee

In this world of the far future created by Hideyuki Kikuchi, vampires are not
just vampires; they are the Nobility. Having stepped in to rescue the
remaining bits of mankind left over from their nuclear warfare, the vampires

became their saviors and their masters, thus claiming for themselves such a title. The nature of
mankind is not to just let themselves be ruled, however, and as soon as the Nobility began to
show signs of weakness, the humans rebelled. The Nobility fell. While they are not as prominent
as they once were, they are still out there. As strong as humans make themselves out to be, they
are still terrified of the Nobility. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 09:56 PM PST [Link]

Kiss Blue vol. 1
Story and Art: Keiko Kinoshita
Published by Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-716-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-716-6

Review by Kris

Falling in love with your best friend that you've had since childhood is not a
new concept in the world of romance. It is especially popular in the
yaoieverse (yes I just made that word up, lay off!). In Kiss Blue vol. 1 it
is the introduction to Tomosaka and Noda and their relationship. [more]

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1598831259
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1-9781595820129-1
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569707166
http://hackenbush.org/LHLS/contactLHLS.html
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1-9781595820129-1
http://www.dmpbooks.com/
http://hackenbush.org/LHLS/contactLHLS.html
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569707166
http://www.junemanga.com/


J LHLS Archives: May 2008

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-05112008-05172008.htm[4/27/2019 2:30:28 PM]

Posted by Kris @ 04:27 AM PST [Link]

Red Angel vol.1
Story and Art: Makoto Tateno
Published by Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN-10: 1-56970-724-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-724-1

Review by Kris

According to the back of the book:

"Demons walk among us.

From the streets of modern day New York and the hallways of a Japanese high school to the
confines of a British boys' school dormitory, Mika and her twin persona, Eru, have stalked and
hunted. The two are vampires - creatures driven by their thirst for blood.

A fateful encounter with the enigmatic Kinsei reveals a clue to a forgotten past. Mika remembers
nothing, but Eru knows of a shared past with Kinsei. Though Kinsei seems like a vampire, he also
hints at being something more. Are Mika and Eru merely creatures of darkness, or like Kinsei, are
they something more ancient and powerful?

Mysteries, intrigues, and a hint of drama unravel in this two-volume masterpiece by Makoto
Tateno." [more]

Posted by Kris @ 04:23 AM PST [Link]

Monday, May 12, 2008

Pathos vol. 1
Story and art: Mika Sadahiro
Published by Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-560-7
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-560-5

Review by Kris

It must be vampire month at DMP. First it's Necratoholic by Maguro
Wasabi, then it's Red Angel vol. 1 by Makoto Tateno, finally Pathos by
Mika Sadahiro. Pathos is the tale of two vampires who adopt a human
boy.

King is a caring and kind older brother. J is a mondo jerk. Ace is our main man who is human, but
desires to become a vampire to be closer to J. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 10:59 PM PST [Link]

A Foreign Love Affair 
Story and Art by Ayano Yamane
Published by 801 Media, Inc.

ISBN-10: 1-934129-18-6
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ISBN-13: 978-1-934129-18-0

Review by Linda Yau

Ever since I had the opportunity to watch the OVA of A Foreign Love
Affair and learned of the anime being inspired by the manga, I have been
waiting impatiently for the manga to be translated and finally it is. I have

read parts of Ayano-sensei’s other works like The Viewfinder or Crimson Spell and thought
that this is a good side story while waiting for the other two to be finished. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 09:17 PM PST [Link]

Say Please
Story and art: Kano Miyamoto
Publisher: Deux Press
ISBN: 978-1934496176

Review by Cat

For me, there are three interesting things about Say Please:

1. it's the first from Deux Press that I had.
2. it's the first Kano Miyamoto title published in English that I had.
3. Say Please is the only Miyamoto story I haven't read. Or so I thought.

When I began reading Say Please, I thought, "It seems familiar..." A bit of investigating has
unearthed a nugget of info: Miyamoto's 2004 work is originally called Please. Her body of works is
so huge that it's almost impossible for me to keep track of her stories, let alone remember all
these titles. However it's two years since I read it, so I had largely forgotten what the story is
about, which is a good thing. [more]

Posted by Cat @ 12:19 PM PST [Link]

Party
Story and art: Tatsumi Kaiya
Publisher: June, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc
ISBN-10: 1569707790
ISBN-13: 978-1569707791

Review by Cat

I thought a character chart on the first page was a nice touch. Mostly
because at a glance, Kaiya's characters seem to look alike. However, when
I reached the end I was a little confused, so I double checked by creating a
list of characters from the story and comparing it with the flow chart. Half of

those characters don't appear in the story itself. [more]

Posted by Cat @ 11:55 AM PST [Link]
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Sunday, May 11, 2008

Nana
Directed by Kentaro Otani
Based on a manga by Ai Yazawa
Distributed by Viz Media

Review by Jilly Gee

Nana Komatsu is naive, somewhat selfish, and very bubbly. Nana Osaki is
willful, proud, and withdrawn. When the two girls with the same name yet
vastly different personalities meet on the train, it is the beginning of what
Komatsu believes to be a fated relationship. Indeed, the meeting on the
train would have been the end of their relationship, with Osaki walking off

without a word and Komatsu being distracted by her old school friends, if the two had not been
apartment hunting a couple of days later at the exact same time. Komatsu instantly takes to the
idea of sharing the apartment, despite not knowing anything about Osaki herself; Osaki, on the
other hand, seems to accept being roommates partly out of spite for her realtor. [more]

Posted by Jilly Gee @ 02:06 PM PST [Link]

Love*Com
Directed by Kitaji Ishikawa 
Based on manga by Aya Nakahara 
Distributed by Viz Media

Review by Linda Yau

If you were a girl, would you fall in love with a guy shorter than you? Or if
you were a guy would you fall in love with a girl taller than you? This double
question was the starting point in the movie Love*Com. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 12:01 AM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!
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Thursday, May 8, 2008

An Infamous Army
A novel of Love, War, Wellington and Waterloo 
by Georgette Heyer.
Originally published in the United Kingdom in 1937 by William Heinemann,
reissued by Sourcebooks, Inc. 2007.

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

"I have got an infamous army; 
Very weak and ill-equipped, 
And a very inexperienced staff."
Wellington to Lt. Gen. Lord Stewart, G.C.B., 8th May 1815

So begins this epic novel by Georgette Heyer, with a quote from the Duke of Wellington, a
modest man and a brilliant strategist, ultimately responsible for winning the Battle of Waterloo,
Napoleon Bonaparte's last stand. Ms. Heyer sprinkles quotes from Wellington throughout the
novel in an attempt to authenticate this historic romance by letting the general speak for himself.
Her attempt was successful, in fact a little too much, as the story tends to drag whenever she
writes about the war itself. In my humble opinion, she doesn't write enough about the romance.
Speaking of which... [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 10:27 PM PST [Link]

A Strange and Mystifying Story, Volume 1
By Tsuta Suzuki
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781402210075
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781402210075
http://www.sourcebooks.com/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/62-9781569707173-0
http://www.junemanga.com/


J LHLS Archives: May 2008

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-05042008-05102008.htm[4/27/2019 2:30:33 PM]

Review by Ryes

I'll bet anyone who follows manga translations online know of Tsuta Suzuki.
She's relatively new but she is one of the best debut manga artists, in my
opinion. Licensing A Strange and Mystifying Story is one of the best
decisions Juné has ever made and I am so happy to have a copy of it in my
hands!

The main story in this manga is about Aki Yamane, whose family is cursed with a strange illness.
Because of this, everyone in the Yamane family die young. Just when Yamane feels like he might
be on his deathbed, he finds the strange fossil tooth that his grandfather pointed to before he
died. When he held it in his hands, the tooth grew into a demon. [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 05:53 PM PST [Link]

Endless Rain
By Yuuya
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Endless Rain is a disappointing volume. It might have worked better if the
story was split into two or three volumes, but as it is now, all the plot points
are cramped together and a lot of integral details are left out.

The story starts off with Akira's mother's death. Akira and his younger
brother Nao are in a bad situation now. Even though Akira has a job, they'll
be living alone on a meager income and Nao is blind and so has special

needs. A srange man brings Nao to Akira at the hospital to see their mother one last time. It is
raining. [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 05:50 PM PST [Link]

The Prime Minister's Secret Diplomacy, Volume 1
By Youka Nitta
Published by 801 Media

Review by Ryes

The Prime Minister's Secret Diplomacy is one of Youka Nitta's latest works
and it is awesome, just like her other works! I really didn't expect any less
from one of the great yaoi triumvirates (i.e. Youka Nitta, Ayano Yamane,
Kazuma Kodaka).

Koushi Yoshinaga is a celebrated diplomat from Japan and his skills can't
be matched. Just recently, he became engaged to Michiko Shiraishi, the daughter of one of the
most influential diplomats in Japan. Tomohiro Shiraishi, Michiko's brother is assigned as a
translator and his work brings him in contact with Yoshinaga. But Tomohiro finds out secrets
about Yoshinaga that could ruin both Yoshinaga's career and his engagement with Tomohiro's
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sister. [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 05:48 PM PST [Link]

Don't Blame Me vol. 2
Story and Art: Yugi Yamada
Published by Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-740-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-740-1

Review by Kris

I'm not really in the mood to summarize the complicated plot of Don't
Blame Me vol. 1 here, so be sure to check out my Don't Blame Me, vol 1
review. If you have a desire to read this series (and I say you should read it)
you'll definitely want to start with the first book. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 05:44 PM PST [Link]

Yaoi Gothic
By Yaoi Press Artists
Published by Yaoi Press

Review by Ryes

Yaoi Gothic is a collection of artwork from the artists of Yaoi Press, an
original English language yaoi publisher who occasionally translates
mangas not from Japan or Korea. There's some good and bad aspects of
the artbook, but I feel that this could have been handled a lot better,
considering there were about four or five artists whose works were featured

in here.

One of the downsides to this book is the black and white interior. Color images would have been
great, especially for some of the artists who were displayed. But I got over this quickly. The artists
made do with the monochromatic limitation and the shading and patterns were excellent. [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 05:43 PM PST [Link]

Don't Blame Me vol. 1
Story and Art: Yugi Yamada
Published by Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-741-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-741-8

Review by Kris

I've seen Yugi Yamada-sensei's books on the shelf at my local Borders. I've
seen them advertised in the back of several of my other Juné manga. I've
also read reviews on some of her titles. But, here's my major confession,
I've never read anything written by Yamada-sensei. When we learn to read

we're always taught not to judge a book by it's cover. Well, when it came to Yamada-sensei I was
judging the contents inside by the cover. I must admit that even though I was not terribly
impressed by the covers, I was wrong. [more]
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Posted by Kris @ 05:38 PM PST [Link]

Love Circumstances
Story and Art: Aco Oumi
Published by 801 Media, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-934129-17-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-934129-17-3

Review by Kris

Love Circumstances is another steamy release by 801 Media, Inc.

Yamaguchi and Takagari were best friends, but they started dating over
their summer break. Even though they are in love, Yamaguchi has some

insecurities. He doesn't seem to know what Takagari sees in him. Not only that, but Takagari
wants to kick it up a notch and take their relationship to the next level. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 03:20 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, May 7, 2008

Red
Story and Art by Sanae Rokuya
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-714-6
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-714-2

Review by Linda Yau

Red was an unusual story that I am surprise to say that I cannot find a
similar comparison in bl with. The most similar in plot concept I would say
that would resemble this is Seirei no Moribito. However their only similarity
is of princes running away from their royal identities. The stark difference is

the age of the princes, the bodyguard, and the fact that Red is a shonen-ai graphic novel. I hope
this review won’t sound as off putting as I seem to make it appear to be and I actually read this
book in an hour’s commute. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 08:33 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, May 6, 2008

Vampire Hunter D, Vol. 2 
By Hideyuki Kikuchi
Adapted and Illustrated by Saiko Takaki 
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

With so many vampire stories crowding into the Nosferatusphere these
days, a vampire tale needs some good hooks to keep it unique and
interesting. This volume of Vampire Hunter D certainly has a great selection
of visual elements. It's got the goth-cowboys-with-laptops aesthetic. It's got
some hooded bad guys whose robes are drawn with cool hatching patterns
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that make them look like evil pinstriped monks. And it's got a new character, Lina Sween, whose
wide-eyed and somewhat possessed look reminded me of Helena Bonham Carter in Sweeny
Todd. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 10:26 PM PST [Link]

Bond(z) 
Story and Art by Toko Kawai
Published by 801 Media, Inc.

ISBN-10: 1-934129-00-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-934129-00-5

Review by Linda Yau

When I first picked up this book a long while ago, I had to put it down
because I felt too rushed to read it so knowing that I wouldn’t enjoy it. I had
to not read it until now. I had already read Affair by Shiuko Kano last year,

so I was left with a favorable opinion by 801. Bond(z) is a collection of short stories. The blurb on
the back cover is only the synopsis for the first story. I am apologizing in advance, if I give too
much detail of the stories. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 09:23 PM PST [Link]

Monday, May 5, 2008

Happiness Recommended 
Story and Art: Souya Himawari
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-742-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-742-5

Review by Linda Yau

As most BL stories go, Happiness Recommended was an entertaining
fast read with a sweet heartwarming story -two main chapters and a bonus
story. To recap the main story, Yukiharu Hiraga believes that he is an
orphan after his grandfather suddenly passed away. This is not the case

when he learned that he has six younger brothers. They were separated when Yukiharu was
three and his grandfather had disowned both his parents. [more]

Posted by Linda Yau @ 03:37 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, May 2, 2008

The First Stage of Love
Story and Art: Kazuhiko Mishima
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-739-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-739-5

Review by Kris

We've all been there once, right? You get the butterflies in your stomach,
the the tongue that gets all twisted, the twitching. These can be some of the
the first signs of love. OK, that beginning was a little cheesy, but the book
was a little cheesy as well. It was sugary, syrupy, and sweet. With all the

angst, sex-laden, and intense yaoi I've been reading lately, this set of five one-shots was just
what the doctor ordered to refresh my spirit. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 08:38 PM PST [Link]

Sugar Milk
Story and art: Jaryu Dokuro 
Publisher: Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-13: 978-1569707449

Review by Cat

I have to confess that I recently had been ill with the flu and a chest
infection, so I wasn't in the best of moods when I started reading Sugar
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Milk. Since it's not a review copy, I had nothing to lose. If it's crap, it's crap.
If it's good, it's good.

Yeah, well, by the time I finished the book, I was so relaxed that I didn't even bother thinking of
kicking my younger brother's head in for purchasing four PS3 games on my credit card without
permission. [more]

Posted by Catya W @ 04:00 PM PST [Link]

Black Sheep
By Georgette Heyer
Published by Sourcebooks Casablanca
An imprint of Sourcebooks, Inc.

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Ah, the joy of reading an old-fashioned romance, with no explicit sex, no
lewd language, and no political correctness! All that and more can be found
within the covers of a Georgette Heyer romance. The late Ms. Heyer, a
charming Englishwoman who died in1974 at the age of 71 (God bless her!)
was a lady through and through, who wrote about real ladies during the

Regency Period of England, when mad King George III's throne was kept warm for him by his
son the Prince Regent, who later became George IV. She was known as the Queen of Regency
Romance, who knew how to tell a tale as elegantly as Jane Austen did. Indeed, Publishers
Weekly once commented, "Reading Georgette Heyer is the next best thing to reading Jane
Austen." [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 02:46 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, May 1, 2008

Loving Gaze
Story and Art: Akira Kanbe
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-722-7
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-722-7

Review by Kris

According to Juné's website, Loving Gaze is described:

"Kazumi is the beautiful head of a design office, and he's head over heels
for the younger Yajima, one of the top workers at the building next door. But

Yajima is uncontrollably jealous, and so he comes to the office at night -- and kidnaps Kazumi!? A

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/62-9781569707449-0
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781402210785
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569707227
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781402210785
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569707227


J LHLS Archives: May 2008

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-04272008-05032008.htm[4/27/2019 2:30:36 PM]

tale of adult love full of sexy situations, this book combines compilation and lots of new material in
a story of a company head vs. a nymphomaniac!!"

I honestly wonder what book they were reading, and what they were smoking when they wrote
that explanation. Loving Gaze is nothing like that. It's a sweet tale of love from a distance.
[more]

Posted by Kris @ 07:20 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, April 30, 2008

Love Recipe 2
Story and Art: Kirico Higashizato
Published by the Juné imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-013-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-013-6

Review by Kris

This release of Love Recipe 2 is by far the most exciting for me! I
immediately fell in love with Love Recipe 1 after I read it several months
ago that I actually purchased the sequel in Japanese, and I don't even
speak the language (I'm trying to learn it though!) The book arrived in the

mail today and was waiting for me to get home from work. Needless to say, instead of doing the
things I needed to, I curled up on my couch and immersed myself in the tale of Tomonori Ozawa
and his lover/mangaka Sakurako Kakyoin. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 08:08 PM PST [Link]

Melted Love
Story and art: You Takumi
Publisher: Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 156970760X
ISBN-13: 978-1569707609

Review by Cat

Do you know how when you meet someone for first time, you just - and for
no apparent reason - feel all your hackles rise? And no matter how you'd try
to rationalise, you just can't help but want to stay away from that person?

Well, you can get that kind of reaction towards a book, no matter how well written or popular it
may be. That's the case for me with Melted Love. In fact I'd go as far as to say there are two
characters in this book that I'd dearly love to punch in the face. Even though it's painfully clear
that they didn't do anything to deserve that. [more]

Posted by Catya W @ 06:36 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, April 27, 2008

Love is Like a Hurricane vol. 4
Story and Art: Tokiya Shimazaki
Published by 801 Media, Inc.
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ISBN-10: 1-934129-10-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-934129-10-4

Review by Kris

It's school festival time for our all-boys school. Because of all of the
preparations being made Mizuki and Azuma, and Akira and Izumi don't
seem to have enough time on their hands to spend time with their
respective lovers. So it's no surprise to walk in on Akira and Izumi getting it

on. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 04:22 PM PST [Link]

Love is Like a Hurricane vol. 3
Story and Art: Tokiya Shimazaki
Published by 801 Media, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-934129-09-7
ISBN-13: 978-1-934129-09-8

Review by Kris

Mizuki is consistently getting himself in trouble, and Azuma's pals seem to
be the ones placing him into those situations. When I was a kid I was taught
never to take candy from strangers, unless it was Halloween. Even then,
the candy got checked over by a loving parent. I think Mizuki didn't get that

lesson. Miyamoto, Azuma's cousin, feeds Mizuki some strange candy that turns out to be an
aphrodisiac that he was making in his free time. Not only is Mizuki feeling the fever, but his
pheromone production has gone into overdrive. Azuma is nowhere to be found, and Miyamoto
feeds Mizuki to the throngs of rabid wolves waiting outside of the student council room. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 03:36 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 
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Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

J LHLS Archives: April 2008

Saturday, April 26, 2008

Love is Like a Hurricane vol. 2
Story and Art: Tokiya Shimazaki
Published by 801 Media, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-934129-08-9
ISBN-13: 978-1-934129-08-1

Review by Kris

To start the review by jumping straight into book number two would be a
little strange, so I'll give a little recap of the first volume of "Love is Like a
Hurricane." Mizuki is molested by some pervert on the train while he was
travelling to school. When he turns around to confront his molester, it turns

out to be the student body president, Azuma. Later on in the day, Mizuki is called to the student
council office where he is basically sexually assaulted by Azuma once more. In Azuma's mind,
however, this is how he shows Mizuki that he really loves him. We are also introduced to three
other couples: Izumi and Akira (classmates of Azuma and Mizuki, Izumi and Akira also happen to
be stepbrothers), Minato and Kazuomi, and Taiga and Yuki. [more]

Posted by Kris @ 10:48 PM PST [Link]

I'm Not Your Steppin' Stone: Shameless
Story: Shiuko Kano 
Publisher: 801 Media LLC 
ISBN-10: 1934129127
ISBN-13: 978-1934129128

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1934129089
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1934129089
http://hackenbush.org/LHLS/contactLHLS.html
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1934129127


J LHLS Archives: April 2008

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-04202008-04262008.htm[4/27/2019 2:30:40 PM]

Review by Cat

I was quite pleased to receive a 801 Media copy of I'm Not Your
Steppin' Stone: Shameless because Shiuko Kano is known for
providing blatantly sexy and lanky guys; tongue-in-cheek approach in
storytelling; generally intense and explicit portrayal of sexual situations, and

good times.

Not only that, many male characters in her works are famous for putting 'C' in cockiness, 'T' in
testosterones, 'M' in machismo, 'Z' in 'zest for life', 'H' in humour, and sometimes, 'F' and 'U' in
attitude. [more]

Posted by Catya W @ 10:16 PM PST [Link]

King of Debt
Story and Art: Sanae Rokuya
Published by 801 Media, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-934129-16-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-934129-16-6

Review By Kris

I didn't know what to expect when I first picked up this book. I was surprised
to find that it was a series of one-shots. I'm generally not a huge fan of one-
shots, but I enjoyed this one! 801 Media sure knows how to pick out their
dirty little books. They are so fun! [more]

Posted by Kris @ 09:44 PM PST [Link]

Thirsty For Love
Story: Satosumi Takaguchi
Art: Yukine Honami
Published by the Juné imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-743-X
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-743-2

Review by Kris

The blurb on the back says:

"People say it's impossible to love two men equally at the same time. But
what if you have a lot of love to give?

Yuka loves the passionate Orie, the arrogant Tatsumi and the painfully honest Suguru. All are
different, but each is loved deeply and sincerely. One of the boys doesn't know that his girlfriend
is cheating on him, another doesn't seem to care that he shares his girl with others, while one
turns a blind eye to the situation. So what happens if you take away their common denominator?
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[more]

Posted by Kris @ 04:22 PM PST [Link]

Be With You
Story: Takuji Ichikawa 
Translator: Terry Gallagher 
Publisher: Viz Media LLC
ISBN-10: 1-4215-0762-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-4215-0762-0

Review by Catya W.

I can still remember the day I received an email from my cousin who
enthused about this "super awesome" book she and her friends read that
week, and that she sent me a copy. A few days later her copy of Ima,

Ainiyukimasu ('now, I'm coming to be with you') arrived and a month later, she emailed for my
response to the book. I had to admit I didn't get round to reading it because the story seemed
lame. [more]

Posted by Catya W @ 03:25 PM PST [Link]

Prince Charming 3
Story and art: Akemi Takaido
Published by the June Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569708142
ISBN-13: 978-1569708149

Review by Cat

Finally, here's the concluding volume. Has the tangled web Takaido built
through her last two volumes fallen apart or ran out of steam before making
it to the finishing line?

Happily, no. If anything, it's still managed to produce surprises of various degrees and a couple of
'F***! Can't believe that... not happenin', not happenin'! Argh, can't bear to look!' moments. In
spite of these moments and the complications, it works out in the end and pretty well, too. [more]

Posted by Catya W @ 02:27 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, April 19, 2008

Camera, Camera, Camera (volume 2)
Story and Art: Kazura Matsumoto
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-758-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-758-6

Review by Cat

And has volume 2 finally helped me to see the Light? Hm ... well. [more]

Posted by Catya W @ 06:19 AM PST [Link]

Camera, Camera, Camera (volume 1)
Story and Art: Kazura Matsumoto
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-757-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-757-9

Review by Cat

I have understood that when you read something, it's supposed to be a fun,
pleasant ride. No one's told - or rather, warned - me that reading Camera,
Camera, Camera would be akin to taking a ride on a roller coaster while
high on booze and certain class A drugs. And not in a good way, either.

If this review coming up is confusing, it's because I'm not bright enough to follow this damn story.
Or rather, Kazura Matsumoto's - shall we say - unique storytelling style. [more]
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Posted by Catya W @ 05:47 AM PST [Link]

Stolen Hearts
Story: Maki Kanamaru 
Art: Yukine Honami
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-816-9
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-816-3

Review by Cat

It's never good when a bonus story is more interesting and memorable than
the main story, is it? This is the case with Stolen Hearts, which is a
shame because it's not very often we have an opportunity to have a

European historical tale in manga or rather, BL manga.

Anyhow, Stolen Hearts comprises a three-chapter-and-an-extra tale of a cat-and-mouse
chase in 18th-century Europe; a Japanese high school oddball comedy, and a contemporary
fantasy tale in the world of American politics. [more]

Posted by Catya W @ 04:48 AM PST [Link]

Wednesday, April 16, 2008

Bite
By Sean Michael
Published by Top Shelf, an imprint of Torquere Press Publishers, December
2007.

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Now this one was way better than the e-book I reviewed before! (See "Billy
and Bear" by Vic Winter) It's about a werewolf, a sexy young millionaire
named Anton Lupi, with cool grey eyes and long, black hair, who hires a
new chef to cook for his private parties. The chef, Greg Henderson, turns
out to be a cool young dude with tattoos, a goatee, dark hair with bleached
tips, and a diamond earring, who cooks like a dream. Being a bit of a

gourmet myself, I found my mouth watering with each description of the food he cooks;
hamburgers made from chopped roast beef, tiny individual cheesecakes topped with berry
compote, wild game pate—I could go on and on about the food. But the only thing that interests
Anton is meat; red meat, medium rare to almost raw, at least while he's in human form. Gee,
imagine that, a werewolf who prefers eating meat. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 09:11 PM PST [Link]
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Sunday, April 6, 2008

Convention Report: Sakura-Con 2008

By Tom Good
Photography by Tom Good and Gregor Torrence

What does an anime convention feel like? Like the opposite of being in an elevator. Take that
mysterious force that makes elevator passengers silently ignore each other, reverse it, turn it up
to 11, turbocharge it, and you've got something like an anime convention. At Sakura-Con, people
smile and give high-fives to passing strangers, they form giant glomp circles, admire each other's
costumes and happily pose for pictures. It's a beautiful thing to see. But where does it come from?
Could the secret be something about anime itself? [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:21 PM PST [Link]

Glass Sky
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Story and art: Yugi Yamada
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-775-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-775-3

Review by Cat

Although just a collection of oneshots, Glass Sky is one of Yamada's best
works. It does have a couple of romantic comedies, but the heart of the
book is "A Little Glass Sky", the story of Suzuki Naoki.

Ever heard of a saying: 'Don't let the bastards grind you down'? It's clearly Naoki's motto and
that's what makes his story - which takes place during his school years - so heart-breaking. But
first, let's see what other stories are about. [more]

Posted by Catya W @ 07:59 AM PST [Link]
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Friday, April 4, 2008

I like this guy, he was at Sakuracon last year, too.
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And it's always good if you can get Jesus to come to your convention.
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Stay tuned for the real report from Tom Good in the near future or whenever he posts it here.

Posted by Editor @ 06:14 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, April 2, 2008

While waiting for the full scoop, here's another photo from Sakauracon 2008:
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Click on image for larger version

Tom said the cosplay was amazing, as usual. I believe it.

Posted by Editor @ 09:44 PM PST [Link]

Prince Charming 2
Story and art: Akemi Takaido 
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-752-4

Review by Cat

I was absolutely thrilled to receive the second volume of "Prince Charming"
because I've thoroughly enjoyed the first volume (review here). Here's the
back blurb of volume 2:

"The debauchery continues for Ashina-sensei as, despite having allowed
Yuasa to move in with him, he begins to consider the idea of merging his new-found sexual
appetites with his former wanton ways. Like the saying goes: you can'teach an old dog new tricks
– and it could mean heartbreak for Yuasa. Meanwhile, Nagai confesses his true feelings, leaving
Yuasa more confused than ever. Can he deal with the fact that the object of his affections wants
to try a threesome? Or is a new love waiting for him just around the corner?
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Twists and turns come unexpectedly as author Akemi Takaido explores the complicated nature of
love, sex and desire. All bets are off on who ends up with who as the story unfolds, leading to
next volume's satisfying conclusion!"

Yeah, right. As soon as I finished reading volume 2, I kicked a coffee table in a fit of frustration.
[more]

Posted by Catya W @ 06:46 AM PST [Link]

Laugh Under the Sun
by Yugi Yamada 
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-776-6
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-776-0

Review by Cat

When Sohei Shirai was 17 and high on an ambition of becoming a world-
class boxing champion, he almost killed a school classmate during a
friendly round of boxing. This traumatised him enough to abandon boxing
altogether.

Now at 25, with nothing but good looks to his name, he lives off the kindness (and lust) of
working women who take him in as their live-in lover. His life goes nowhere and he knows it, but
has convinced himself well enough to believe he doesn't care. However, there's a tiny thought
that rattles around in his skull: how long can this go on? [more]

Posted by Catya W @ 04:27 AM PST [Link]

Monday, March 31, 2008

"Our sister company DMP is coming out with the complete Speed Racer manga this April. They
got these cool pop-up displays of Speed and Racer X to take with them to New York Comic Con.
They have traveled around the office, and someone decided to have both of them peek over my
cubicle."
I can’t decide if they are cool or…, 801-chan, 801 blog, March 31, 2008
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Am I reading too much yaoi or does it look like Racer X is reaching for Speed Racer's ass?

I'll have you all know I had a huge moment of cognitive dissonance over this today.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:35 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, March 30, 2008

Sugar Milk
By Jaryu Dokuro
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Sugar Milk is a collection of short stories by Jaryu Dokuro. For a first
manga, Dokuro does very well and the stories are sweet and mostly about
high school love.

"What's Your Name?" is about Yamada, who was recently dumped by
his girlfriend. His girlfriend told him that she fell in love with someone else

on first sight but Yamada thinks that love at first sight is a myth. But while he's moping at work
one day, a customer catches his eye and he falls in love.

This first story sets the mood and tone for the rest of the book. As hard as it would be to believe
for a book about high school romances, Sugar Milk doesn't pile on the angst. None of the stories
are depressing or full of PMS-ing male characters. It feels very refreshing. [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 11:26 PM PST [Link]

Hot Steamy Glasses
By Tatsumi Kaiya
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Hot Steamy Glasses was a frustrating read for at least the first half of the
book. Part of it has to do with the two main characters who seem to be
completely clueless, and part of it has to do with the plot, which is nothing
special. [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 11:21 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 
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15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.
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Saturday, March 29, 2008

For those of you who are not at Sakuracon in Seattle this weekend...

Here's, um, something, so you can know what you're missing.

(Okay, I don't know what this is, but Tom sent it to me, so I'm posting it.)

Posted by Editor @ 09:47 AM PST [Link]

Monday, March 24, 2008

Necratoholic
By Maguro Wasabi
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc
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Review by Ryes

Necratoholic is written by one of the mangakas of Tactics. The cover is pure
steaminess, and I'm surprised to find that Necratoholic also got a few laughs
out of me.

Sakuya is a high-ranking vampire. But ever since he had sex with a dhampir
named Atsumi, he's lost his taste for blood. It's actually much more extreme

—he can't even stand the sight and smell of blood. Now he suckles on roses for nourishment...
[more]

Posted by Ryes @ 05:26 PM PST [Link]

Antique Bakery
By Fumi Yoshinaga
Published by Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Ryes

Antique Bakery is one of Yoshinaga's funniest works. It's a cross between
love stories and slice of life. It does introduce a lot of characters in such a
short volume but Yoshinaga makes you feel as though you know everything
about them or you want to know more of them. It's Yoshinaga's memorable
characters that made a fan out of me. [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 05:22 PM PST [Link]

Don't Say Any More, Darling
By Fumi Yoshinaga
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Don't Say Any More, Darling has all that you can expect from Yoshinaga
and with a lot of variety. The last half of the book is not yaoi, so it can serve
as a sort of sampler for readers interested in Yoshinaga but are afraid of
explicit content. As has been said many times before, Yoshinaga has a way
with story-telling that makes the stories stay with you hours after you finish
reading.

The first story "Don't Say Any More, Darling" is about Tadashi, a "hack lyricist," and Kouhei,
Tadashi's friend who has to check on Tadashi every so often so Tadashi doesn't starve. Kouhei is
annoyed by the fact that Tadashi, who is gay, hits on him every time he comes around. But what
can he do? Tadashi is hopeless and fails at writing lyrics and getting jobs; he would probably die
without Kouhei's daily food delivery. [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 05:17 PM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, March 19, 2008

Five new yaoi novels from June this Fall:

Dark Walker
By Hikaru Yura and Hirotaka Kisaragi
ISBN: 9781569706152
Available November 18, 2008

Tomoki Naruse has just started his freshman year in high school. And as
with all healthy, young men at his age, he's been dreaming of sex. But
Tomoki isn’t having normal wet dreams like his classmates! In his
nightmares, err… dreams his partner is a man and to make things worse,
Tomoki is on the bottom! Aside from Tomoki’s unsettling dreams, high
school life is fun – especially with his new, handsome, best friend Yugo
Oda. But Yugo is no ordinary freshman; he is involved in mysterious
activities that Tomoki can’t even begin to imagine…

More novels! [more]

Posted by Editor @ 01:39 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, March 7, 2008

Selfish Mr. Mermaid
Story by Nabako Kamo
Art by Nabako Kamo
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Once upon a time in modern day Tokyo (I presume), diminutive, repressed,
put-upon, timid, nervous, timorous (ah, that's the word I was looking for),
clueless, closeted, salaryman, Mr. Kanan came home to find his apartment
flooded from the floor above. Screwing up his courage, he goes upstairs to
ask if they wouldn't mind, please, y'know? turning the fucking water off?

Anyway, it turns out the person or thing that lives upstairs is a merman who lives in his bathtub.
Of course the landlord, in a one panel star turn as a plot point, evicts the merman for flooding his
and Kanan's apartment, so, logically Mr. Merman or Mermaid as he is referred to in this book (just
go with it, if you're still with me, just go with the Mr. Mermaid thing) moves into Kanan's
apartment, primarily into Kanan's bathtub. He must have jimmied the lock while Kanan was at
work because when Kanan gets home, there's Mr. Mermaid laying in his bathtub. Shortly after
Kanan's arrival home, Mr. Mermaid starts shouting orders for food, wine, massages and,
eventually, sex. But not just yet, first Mr. Mermaid has to further terrorize Kanan by threatening to
eat him. Still with me? Well, okay, then! Ready for more more more? [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 07:45 PM PST [Link]
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Thursday, February 28, 2008

PRESS RELEASE

February 28, 2008

-------
BECOME A PART OF THE MANGA WORLD WITH POP JAPAN TRAVEL'S MIND OVER
MANGA TOUR
-------

Japanese dojinshi, comics published by the artist and sold at special events across Japan, have
become a driving creative force, and a sensational way to connect with other fans. In the past,
Pop Japan Travel has visited these dojinshi markets, but only as spectators. That's about to
change.

This August, aspiring dojinshi creators, established small press comic artists and manga admirers
alike will have an unprecedented opportunity. Pop Japan Travel's Mind Over Manga Tour offers
guests the chance to go behind the scenes of one of Japan's most respected dojinshi events,
Comitia -- and if you choose, print and sell your own comic or art book directly to Japanese
readers! [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 01:47 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, February 24, 2008

Enchanter, Vol. 6
By Izumi Kawachi
Digital Manga Publishing

http://liheliso.org/
http://popjapantravel.com/?p=27
http://popjapantravel.com/?p=27
http://gingermayerson.com/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708614
http://www.dmpbooks.com/


J LHLS Archives: February 2008

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-02242008-03012008.htm[4/27/2019 2:31:03 PM]

Review by Tom Good

Characters in Enchanter don't just express themselves with their words,
facial expressions, and body language. Some of them even emote with their
hair. When Mana is calm and relaxed, her hair is also relaxed and her
pigtails hang naturally, drooping slightly toward the floor. This first shot of
Mana also shows Izumi Kawachi's special treatment of the eyes of some
characters, where one pupil is much more dilated than the other. I

discussed this in my previous review of Enchanter 5. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 02:11 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, February 23, 2008

Interview with William Lidwell, Founder of WOWIO ebooks.

Interview by Ginger Mayerson

Mr. Lidwell was very kindly took the time to give me this thoughtful,
informative interview about WOWIO, his downloable free ebook company, the content of which is
about half comics and graphic novels.

Ginger Mayerson: What inspired you to found WOWIO?

William Lidwell: The original inspiration came from trying to understand why textbook prices
are so high relative to other kinds of books. The further down that rabbit hole I went, the more I
realized that the publishing industry was ripe for revolution. WOWIO was conceived to help
catalyze this revolution, and do so in a way that dramatically improves exposure and access to
modern written works while also increasing the bottom-line net revenue for authors and
publishers. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 05:25 PM PST [Link]
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Tuesday, February 12, 2008

Lower Regions
by Alex Robinson
Top Shelf Productions

Review by Tom Good

This small book is a treat, a wordless comic in a fantasy RPG-style setting,
in which a female warrior descends into a monster-filled subterranean realm to rescue a man who
is trapped there. Though the main character's low-cut top and short skirt are, I suppose, standard
for the genre, her face really sets her apart. She looks much more like a normal woman than a
fashion model, and her expressive face reflects a wide range of feelings. Robinson doesn't insist
on always drawing her as a pretty pinup, so right from the start her adventures have a kind of
emotional credibility, and I wondered if she were based on a real person. Wordless comics must
work a bit harder to convey the thoughts of their characters through action, facial expressions,
and context. In Lower Regions the story is easy to follow and the results are very satisfying.
[more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 07:47 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, February 8, 2008

Everyday Spectres: Billy and Bear
By Vic Winter
Published by Torquere Press ebooks, January 2008

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Despite being a cat person myself, I liked this little novelette by Vic Winter
about a shape shifting man and his lover. Billy is a working class lad toiling
at a factory in some anonymous big city; Bear is his faithful dog, a big,
brown stray that followed him home from the park one night and turned into
a gorgeous man with café latte skin and waist-length dreads. After getting it
on in the shower, they wake up together and decide to stay together. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 12:12 PM PST [Link]

Bringo Springs
By Laney Cairo
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

One of the great failings of porn is that the authors forget that the characters
in their stories are people, and people have lives. They can't just wander off
and have uninterrupted sex for weeks on end. They bring their lives and
professions with them into their relationships.

In Bringo Springs, it works beautifully. A graduate student is called to his

http://www.torquerepress.com/fiction/billyandbear.html
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.torquerepress.com/fiction/billyandbear.html
http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&manufacturers_id=50&products_id=731
http://torquerepress.com/


J LHLS Archives: February 2008

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-02032008-02092008.htm[4/27/2019 2:31:13 PM]

grandfather's farm; granddad is in the hospital, and there are cows to tend
and horses to feed. When he gets there, he finds the farm run down and the water offline. A call
to the neighborhood handyman produces the handyman's son, Geoff, who sees the rainbow
decal on the grad student's car with a happy smile. [more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 12:10 PM PST [Link]

Cut Bait
By BA Tortuga
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

I'm not real big on the usage of sentence fragments to express strong
emotions, and it's something that BA Tortuga does in almost every
paragraph. Between that, and the fact that the author has a pretty standard
style (sketchy introduction of characters, fuck fuck fuck, one more sketchy
character scene, the end), his/her work isn't my favorite. [more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 12:08 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, February 1, 2008

Bringo Springs
By Laney Cairo
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Ryes

Bad Case of Loving You by Laney Cairo made such an impression on me
that I've craved Cairo's books ever since. Cairo has a unique writing voice
and her characters shine whether they are the main characters or just side
characters. She clearly researches everything she writes thoroughly and her
setting set-ups and descriptions are evidence of that. Bringo Springs is her
most recent novel.

Ross is a college student from the city, but because of his grandfather's hospitalization, he has to
take a few weeks off to run his grandfather's farm. Unfortunately, the farm is a mess and one of
the problems is that the bore pump does not work. Without pump water and with a host of other
problems, Ross calls in outside help. [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 07:10 PM PST [Link]

Body Language
By Aki Morimoto
Illustrations by Tsubaki Enomoto
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes
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Body Language is pure fluff, but it's sexy fluff! This is my first introduction to
Tsubaki Enomoto's art, since I don't know of any manga written by her, and
I'm impressed. Her style is clean and very attractive. I hope I see more from
her.

Body Language is about two characters—I'm not kidding, just two, and not a
single side character—named Kanae and Yuuichi. They're both extremely popular in their
university but they couldn't be more different. [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 07:05 PM PST [Link]

Don't Worry Mama
By Narise Konohara
Illustrations by Yuki Shimizu
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Don't Worry Mama is unconventional in at least one aspect. One of the
characters is fat and he is mean-spirited.

Yuichi works under Imakura and the two of them are sent on a business trip
to gather herbs on an isolated island. Yuichi didn't volunteer to go. Imakura
chose Yuichi out of all the other employees because Yuichi is the only one
that doesn't snicker or gossip about Imakura's weight and his overbearing

attitude. The trip takes a disastrous turn when the boat that dropped them off at the island never
stayed to pick them up. [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 07:00 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, January 27, 2008

All Nippon Air Line: Paradise at 30,000 Feet
Story and art by Kei Azumaya 
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Cat

Oh, I see. I had wondered about the title, "All Nippon Air Line," because it
seems a strange choice. When I opened to an inside leaf page, there's a
colour illustration featuring an array of characters. One of them is an airline
crew employee in his boiler suit with an acronym listed on his back: A.N.A.L.
Oh. Oh, I see. Aah, I get it. Ha ha ha. How droll. That's when I twigged on

what to come.

"All Nippon Air Line" revolves around the ups and downs of a newly-founded airline company that
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is becoming famous for these things: its all-male, gay employees and the notorious secretive
tactics in recruiting new employees and resolving problems. Such as a crazy hijacker, high-strung
passengers, sleazy politician and many more. [more]

Posted by Catya W @ 07:58 AM PST [Link]
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Thursday, January 17, 2008

Love Share
Art and story by Aoi Kujyou
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Cat

I was slightly amused when I read this back blurb of Aoi Kujyou's Love
Share:

"Level-headed Kazushi never wanted his life taken over by the likes of
gorgeous Izumi! But then again, who could possibly resist such a charming
flirt? After endless days and nights of passion, their future together seems

certain...or does it? When Izumi receives a strange phone call, it's up to Kazushi to both find his
vanished lover and solve a lingering mystery. Can these two men share a love that lasts, or will it
tear them both apart?"

Hm, Love Share isn't as straightforward as the back blurb claims. It's either that or I'm the
stupidest reader on earth. [more]

Posted by Catya W @ 11:22 AM PST [Link]
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Friday, January 11, 2008

Crushing Love
By Ritsu Natsumizu
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Crushing Love is an anthology of four stories, each shorter than the one
before it. Every story seems to follow a formulaic plotline, but they work well
as short stories.

The first story boils down to a seme who has an icy heart because a
previous lover betrayed him, whose heart is melted by a pure and honest

uke. Kuroda is the cold-hearted seme. His ex-lover who betrayed him asks him for help with
some financial problems. Kuroda doesn't want to help his ex, but he wants to play around with
him so Kuroda tells him that he will put five milliion yen on a park bench. If someone actually
returns the money to the police instead of taking it for themselves, then Kuroda will help his ex.
[more]

Posted by Ryes @ 06:58 PM PST [Link]

Cute Beast
By Amayo Tsuge
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Cute Beast is an anthology of cute short stories. Aside from the last one, all
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the rest have light action, mostly kissing and touching with some sweet
moments. If you're looking for light reading, this anthology would be perfect
for that.

The first story, "Cute Beast," is about Onizuka and Kisaki. Onizuka is a
giant, and because he loses his glasses easily, he constantly runs into walls and it makes it seem
like he's purposely head butting walls. He scares all the students but Kisaki got to know him
better and learned to like him. This is a good beginning story and sets the tone for the rest of the
book. The way Kisaki compares Onizuka to a large bear is also very endearing. [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 06:49 PM PST [Link]

Invisible Boy 2
By Hotaru Odagiri
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

This volume is pretty long, like volume one, and has similar contents.
Invisible Boy is not yaoi. I'm not even sure it's shounen-ai. At most it is just
very very slashy. There were some changes in the characters that made no
sense at all, but overall, the experience was like reading the first volume.

Invisible Boy is about a student council that has a special president. In
volume one, Nagi has self-esteem issues. The president, Kitou, seems to have a special place in
his heart for Nagi and goes to great lengths to make Nagi feel better about himself. In this second
volume, someone is determined to ruin the president's good reputation and get him recalled from
his position as president. Katakura from the journalism club is convinced that Kitou did nothing to
help his friend Kei when Kei was facing expulsion. In his eyes, Kitou is an incompetent
representitive of the student body. [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 06:42 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, January 9, 2008

Shazam! 
The Monster Society of Evil
By Jeff Smith and Steve Hamaker
Published by DC Comics

Review by Logan

I had a tough time getting into this comic. It's mostly a relaunch of the
Captain Marvel story. I found it a little weird that Billy Batson is a homeless
kid who gets picked on by street thugs. And why the heck was this kid
chosen to be the new host to Captain Marvel? The wizard never really
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explains his reasoning. And to make matters even more confusing, at the
end of the first chapter, Billy climbs the Rock of Eternity (which is a no-no).

When he passes through the Moment of Creation at the peak of the Rock, a whole new story
starts. [more]

Posted by Logan @ 11:39 PM PST [Link]

Monday, January 7, 2008

Death Note 1 (Movie)
Directed by Shusuke Kaneko
Screenplay by Tetsuya Oishi
Based on the manga by Tsugumi Ôba and Takeshi Obata

Review by Tom Good

This live-action movie version of the Death Note manga efficiently captures
the involving and complex plot of the original story. Light Yagami, a young
student, finds a notebook called the Death Note that once belonged to a
shinigami, or god of death. Writing someone's name in the Death Note
causes the person to die. Light realizes he can now commit undetectable

murders, and when he hacks into a police computer system, he finds out that many cases are
being dropped, so he decides to use his new power to rid the world of evil criminals. When the
authorities notice the mysterious deaths, a detective named "L" takes the case and tries to find
the person responsible. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:07 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, January 6, 2008

Words of Devotion, vol. 2
Art and story by Keiko Konno
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Cat

I was surprised to discover that Volume 2 is a prequel to Volume 1. I'm not
sure why this took me by surprise. I suppose it's because I thought there
wasn't a need to explore their past, but I was wrong. Not in a way I
expected, though. [more]

Posted by Catya W @ 11:02 AM PST [Link]
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Saturday, January 5, 2008

Essex County, Vol. 2 Ghost Stories
Art and Story: Jeff Lemire
Published by Top Shelf Productions

Review by Chad Denton

In a strange way, "Essex County: Ghost Stories" reminded me of a very
different yet somewhat similar work, David Lynch's perennial film,
"Eraserhead." Both are stories where an individual's emotional isolation is
reflected in the physical isolation imposed by the landscape. In Lynch's
vision, that abyss exists just beneath the industrial wasteland of
Philadelphia. For Jeff Lemire, the void his protagonist, an elderly deaf man

named Lou, inhabits is the open spaces of rural southern Ontario, which is a more than suitable
subject for Lemire's sparse, subtle art. [more]

Posted by Chad Denton @ 11:51 AM PST [Link]

Will Eisner's The Spirit
Art: Darwyn Cooke with J. Bone and Dave Stewart
Story Darwyn Cooke (Spirit #1-6), Jeph Loeb (Batman/The Spirit)

Review by Chad Denton

Arguably Will Eisner's "The Spirit" was the definitive prototype of the
modern superhero, perhaps even more so than the protagonists of pulp
novels like Doc Samson and Tarzan. Guided by the eclectic imagination of
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Eisner, the "Spirit" strip, which ran through the 1940s up until the early
1950s, deftly transcended genres in much the same way as the
contemporary superhero tale. Unfortunately, while "The Spirit" has
remained a popular classic, the title character, a masked vigilante who has

allowed the world to presume the death of his civilian self in order to have the anonymity he
needs to fight crime, has been overshadowed somewhat by his successors. Even compared to
his peer Batman, who was created near the same time, the character of the Spirit lacks a certain
melodramatic complexity. However, I think there is the charm of this character, and the reason
why, in the era of a superhero genre hobbled by over-indulgence of its fan base and obsessed
with its need to present "dark" and "edgy" stories, Darwyn Cooke's revival of "The Spirit" actually
looks like something entirely new and revolutionary. [more]

Posted by Chad Denton @ 11:48 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, December 30, 2007

Heroes, Volume One
By Various authors and artists
Published by Wildstorm

Review by Allan Landow

The format of the entire comics collection was well done, indeed. If you
recall, the whole TV series seemed to be based on a comic book style of
genre, which was converted into some form of reality. However, one of the
great faults of the TV series was that the gap was never bridged between
the comic book fantasy and the so-called reality, in which our characters
inter-acted in the every day world. The TV series focused on a little too
much action-oriented activity, most likely in an effort to appease the tastes

of our adrenaline addicted teens and young adults. This collection of comics delves much deeper.
It takes us into the thinking of our characters and the deep psychological reasons for their
actions. For the most part, it provides good background as well. [more]

Posted by Allan Landow @ 09:32 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, December 28, 2007

The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen: Black Dossier 
By Alan Moore, Kevin O'Neill 
DC Comics/Wildstrom America's Best Comics LLC

Review by Jane Seaton

Any hero's most subtle and dangerous enemies are close to home. And so,
in 1958, Mina Harker (nee Murray) and Allan Quartermain return from exile
in America (and briefly climb out of bed with each other) to recover the
eponymous Black Dossier, MI5's' attempt to document and comprehend the
phenomenon that is the League of Extraordinary Gentlemen.

This band of 'extraordinary individuals' has defended Britain from dangers
as diverse as French revolutionaries, Martians, a P G Wodehouse-inspired manifestation of
Lovecraft's monstrous entities and, latterly, Nazi Germany. But now they've vanished, leaving the
British Empire unprotected, and MI5 is struggling replace them, having failed to recreate the
League by recycling post-war B-list heroes. [more]

Posted by Jane Seaton @ 08:21 PM PST [Link]

Ai no Kusabi
By Rieko Yoshihara
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

What fan of yaoi doesn't know of Rieko Yoshihara's Ai no Kusabi? The
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tragic love story of Riki and Iason, set in a futuristic world where
relationships involving love never last, captured the interest of many fans.
Ai no Kusabi presents a futuristic society with a complicated caste system
and takes an in-depth look at look at the issue of class distinctions. Having
learned all this by watching the anime adaptation, I was eager and excited

to read this novel. When I received this first volume, I was disappointed at the length (only 140
pages). However, as I began reading, I was relieved the book was so short. [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 12:53 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, December 25, 2007

Wonder Woman: Love and Murder
Written by Jodi Picoult
Art by Terry Dodson, Drew Johnson and others
Cover by Terry Dodson and Rachel Dodson 
Published by DC Comics, June 2007

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

I read this book with a bittersweet feeling of familiarity. On the one hand, I
enjoyed seeing my old childhood idol again, even in a graphic novel (which
is how they refer to comics for grownups), and how little she has changed.
On the other hand, it hurts to see how much the world of mortals has
changed and how little it appreciates her. She's still as strong as Hercules,

as beautiful as Aphrodite, and as wise as Minerva. But her old-fashioned values have collided
with the politically correct mores of our time, particularly the one which claims that all criminals
are capable of redemption. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 03:05 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, December 23, 2007

Heroes Are Extinct! Vol. 2 
By Ryoji Hido
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

"[Japanese Defense Minister] Shigeru Ishiba told reporters that he was
studying whether the nation's pacifist Constitution would limit a military
response to an attack by space aliens. 'There are no grounds to deny that
there are unidentified flying objects and some life forms that control them,'
Mr. Ishiba said, smiling at first, but then delivering a straight-faced
explanation." -- The New York Times, Dec 22, 2007
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Well, it's good to know that manga characters aren't the only ones taking the threat of alien
invasion seriously. Heroes Are Exinct! pokes fun at the "team of teens saves the Earth from alien
invasion" story. But in the case of Volume 2, it is not so much a poke as a stab in the back. Can a
parody be too successful, or its target too defenseless? [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 11:41 AM PST [Link]

[Archive Index] [Main Index]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals anywhere. (PromoCode
HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

http://ironmonkey.blogspot.com/
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


J LHLS Archives: December 2007

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-12232007-12292007.htm[4/27/2019 2:31:30 PM]

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam, comments are
closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


J LHLS Archives: December 2007

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-12092007-12152007.htm[4/27/2019 2:31:33 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

J LHLS Archives: December 2007

Saturday, December 15, 2007

Hula Girls
Directed by Sang-il Lee
Screenplay by Sang-il Lee and Daisuke Habara

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Okay, I'm going to explain the plot of "Hula Girls." You will think I've gone
even further over the edge, but please bear with me. This story sounds
insane, but it's a true story and that's why, in the best tradition of true
stories, it sounds completely nuts. In 1965 or thereabouts the huge Joban
coal mine in Iwaki-shi in Fukushima Prefecture and Kitaibaraki-shi in Ibaraki
Prefecture began to close. The surprisingly foresighted management

decided to save a percentage of jobs, (out of thousands) take advantage of the area's other
natural resource, hot springs, and build a Hawaiian Center in Iwaki-shi, complete with hula girls.
And this incredibly gutsy project it saves the town of Iwaki-shi, at least. I am not making this up,
this really happened. In the film the project succeeds because 18 coal miners' daughters learn to
hula dance and smile through their tears. Also, some of the miners get over their coal miner rage
and pitch in to help get the Hawaiian Center up an running. The interview with Mr. Yukio
Sakamoto, director and general manager of the Joban Kosan Co., Ltd. Planning Division. Mr.
Sakamoto, whose family has worked for the Joban Mine for three generations and he makes it
sound like, after a little initial confusion, everyone pulled together. For dramatic purposes, there is
a lot of conflict in "Hula Girls": labor vs. management conflict, mother vs. daughter conflict,
teacher vs. student conflict, good looking city woman vs. hunky coal miner man conflict. Und zo
on. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 05:47 PM PST [Link]
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Tuesday, December 11, 2007

Prince Charming, vol 1
Art and Story by Akemi Takaido
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Cat

What is love? High school teacher Asahina doesn't know nor care.
Womanising, boozing, chain smoking, and playing truant on his own classes
are the fuel of his life. But soon all that ceases to matter when one of his
students, Yuasa, appears with a candid snapshot of an amateur sex video,
supposedly filmed at a love hotel where Asahina and an anonymous woman
had sex.

Asahina isn't happy. Even more so when he realises that while Yuasa seems to know where to
find the discriminating video and is willing to help him to get it, he clearly wants to get in
Asashina's trousers. It's bad enough that the school already isn't happy with Asahina, these
photos will kill off his already shaky career and reputation. In spite of his cool misgivings, he
accepts Yuasa's help. Mainly to see how will it go down.

Only if he had known what was to come... [more]

Posted by Catya W @ 07:40 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, December 9, 2007

The Last Days of Krypton
By Kevin J. Anderson
Published by Harper Entertainment

Review by Logan

I'll just cut to the chase: I struggled with this book. When I saw that noted
sci-fi spin-off author Kevin J. Anderson had written a prequel to Superman's
story, I rushed right out and bought a copy. As I started reading the novel,
my excitement faded.

To be fair, I didn't hate the book. But, it was incredibly slow to get into. The
key difficulty I had was with the narrative style. Anderson does a lot more

telling than showing; he narrates instead of using interesting dialogue to give us glimpses into the
characters' psyches. As a result, the characters are flat, seemingly stuck in a Phantom Zone of
character development - never quite able attain a rich three dimensional quality. [more]

Posted by Logan @ 03:52 PM PST [Link]

Heroes, Volume One
By Various authors and artists
Published by Wildstorm

Review by Logan

I watched Heroes religiously last year. Unfortunately now that Heroes isn't
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on iTunes, I haven't kept up with the this season's episodes. The only
reason for this is that watching episodes on NBC.com is a horrible
experience.

Imagine my delight, then, in being able to dive into the world of Heroes in a
completely different way. DC Comics recently released it's first print

collection of the web comics. Because I had never followed the web comics, I was looking
forward to reading these new Heroes stories. I tried reading the first web comic online, but just
didn't find the online experience to be satisfying. There's something altogether different and
satisfying about reading them in a printed book, though!

The trade is a nice hard-bound book with stunning artwork on the jacket. All of the first season
characters are depicted in a beautiful collage. The only unfortunate artistic renderings are Claire
(Hayden Panetierre) and Peter (Milo Ventimiglia). Peter looks fat and Claire casts an out-of-
character ominous look. [more]

Posted by Logan @ 03:02 PM PST [Link]

Vampire Hunter D, Vol. 1 
By Hideyuki Kikuchi
Adapted and Illustrated by Saiko Takaki 
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

In the year 12,090 A.D., many people ride horses and dress like cowboys.
But some high technology still exists, leading to great lines like "Directions
are being transmitted to your horse's navigational system." Vampires also
roam the land, carrying out a wide range of humanitarian aid projects . . .
well not really, this is a typical vampire story so you can imagine the plot.

The odd details keep it from being too predictable, and the hero's goth / cowboy / Road-Warrior
style makes a good hook. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 01:31 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, December 8, 2007

Cabin Fever
By BA Tortuga
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

I’d think that staying alive in the Rockies in a snowy winter would take more
effort—effort at things besides sex, anyway—than the two characters in
"Cabin Fever" put into it.

We have the mountain man character, Horace, big and hairy and muscular;
we have the slight kid trying to find his way over the mountains, not

realizing how fast winter will set in. (And in this book it sets in in five minutes flat. Since these
characters would never approach each other unless they were snowed in, lay that snow down
thick!). [more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 09:27 PM PST [Link]

Death Note
Directed by Shusuke Kaneko
Screenplay by Tetsuya Oishi
Based on the manga by Tsugumi Ôba and Takeshi Obata

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I've never read the "Death Note" manga, but I sure liked this TV movie. Not
only did I enjoy it, I understood it! The writer and director didn't cut any
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corners setting the story up. There's about goodly opening stretch of tense
music, shifting scenes of bad guys dying, news reports, public reaction, and
some very tidy handwriting in a lined notebook, and then (cue the tense

music) Light Yagmi is introduced as the person writing in the notebook, therefore being Kira, the
person able to kill at a distance, and this serves as a great prologue. It's a pretty good hook—it
worked for me—and it sets up a flashback to the pre-Death Note Light at collage. An innocent,
optimistic youth, Light is tall, good looking, an ace at pick-up basketball, has a hot girlfriend
named Shiori, and has just passed the bar exam. He adores his police detective father and is all
set to pursue justice in the legal system. Unfortunately, after criminally hacking into his father's
police database account, he is shocked to discover that the legal system is much less effective
than he thought it was and becomes horribly disillusioned. Just to further torture himself, he goes
out and finds some criminals in a tacky strip bar who were set free by the courts, and they freak
him right out. And then, on the way home from this traumatic experience, he finds the Death Note.
For a brilliant legal mind, I think he should have been a little suspicious of finding a bone-dry
paper notebook in the pouring rain that was in its own circle of dryness. I, personally, would have
been very disturbed by that, but I don't write manga, so maybe Light's was the normal reaction.
Anyway, he takes it home, laughs indulgently at the weird directions for killing people in the book
and watches a little TV. While watching TV, Light decides to try out the Death Note directions on a
crime in progress. And the rest is history. Or something. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:07 PM PST [Link]

Monday, December 3, 2007

Ping Pong
Directed by Fumihiko Sori
Screenplay by Kankurô Kudô
Based on the manga by Taiyo Matsumoto
Distributed by VIZ Pictures

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Japanese boys playing table tennis should not make a grown woman get all
misty, but that is what "Ping Pong" did to me. I'm also very glad I haven't
ruined my mind with so much yaoi culture that I can't just enjoy and be
touched by friendship between two boys who are not having sex with each

other (or anyone else, for that matter). The two lads in question are the confident and dashing
Peco and his gentle, self-effacing friend, Smile, so called because he never does. Or did once, as
Peco recalls, "he looks real cute when he smiles." They have real names, but I'm too lazy to look
them up right now. Oh okay, Peco's name is Hoshino and Smile is named Tsukimoto, I think they
get called by those names once or twice in the whole film, but now I feel less lazy. They are
freshmen at an average local high school and play on the table tennis team. But, as always, there
is back story: as little kids, Peco rescued Smile from being bullied and taught him how to play
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ping pong. There are little flashbacks on their childhood that give a vivid sense of how their
friendship has evolved to the film's present. There is another kid, Demon, who plays ping pong in
this story, too. The place they all play ping pong as kids and into the film present is a run-down
ramshackle joint called Tamura Table Tennis Dojo. I say Tamura is one of the great ladies of
Japanese film. In Noir, she'd be the serene goddess of a certain age behind the bar of some
shady saloon, dispensing wisdom with wisecracks. In this film, she's a cross between a burned-
out Lauren Bacall and Mr. Miyagi. If you detect some hero worship going on here on my part, I
can only say, oh, hell, yes! The other adult in the film, and there really are only two, is The Coach,
a disillusioned former champion ping pong player formerly known as Butterfly Joe. He's okay,
nowhere near Tamura's league of cool, but okay. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 07:54 PM PST [Link]
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Sunday, November 25, 2007

Garden Dreams
Story and Art by Fumi Yoshinaga
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ryes

The general location of Garden Dreams is in the west, however there are
events that also occurred in the east. What connects the two location is a
war that took place ten years ago. In the first story, "The Baron's Daughter,"
the baron, Victor, receives two visitors. They are bards from the east named
Farhad and Saud. The baron's daughter Antiette takes notice of Saud. The

second story, "Garden Dreams," is about the two women the baron fell in love with. The third and
fourth stories follow up on the events after the first and second stories. It'll be really difficult to
review this book without giving more details, but then details would ruin it for potential readers.
Just trust that this manga is one of the best out there, which is the kind of quality you would
expect from Fumi Yoshinaga. [more]

Posted by Ryes @ 10:49 AM PST [Link]
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Tuesday, November 20, 2007

Enchanter, Vol. 5
By Izumi Kawachi
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

My personal rule of thumb for distinguishing good artists from great artists is
this: I might like the work of a good artist a lot, but with a great artist, that
appreciation is always stained with some degree of jealousy and annoyance
at not being able to create such things myself. It's a selfish, horrible rule of
thumb, I know, but I have found it quite reliable. And by that measure, Izumi
Kawachi certainly qualifies as a great artist.

Let's start with the front cover. This cover art contains an intriguing detail: the character Kimura
has two different colored eyes, one brown and one blue. This is an unusual but real trait called
heterochromia. The coloring here must be deliberate since it also occurs on the back cover of
volume 6. Whether or not the reader notices this at a conscious level, in some way this detail
marks the character and the story as special. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 02:48 AM PST [Link]
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Sunday, November 11, 2007

Star 
Story and Art by Keiko Konno
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I'm not complaining, but it's a little amazing to me how many straight guys
fall in love with each other in yaoi. These two guys, Hoshimi and Hirokawa,
work in the same office by day, but by night Hoshimi is a jazz guitar playing
cutie in a street band. As fate or Cupid or something would have it, one
night the drunken Hirokawa stumbles across this street band and falls
instantly in love with Hoshimi. To his credit, Hirokawa still feels that way the

next morning and, hangover be dammed, started hitting on Hoshimi. Hoshimi is somewhat
alarmed and confused by this development until Hirokawa tells him he loves the way he plays the
guitar and now he wants to...get to know him better. The office-musician-romance aspect is cool
in this story. When I was in music I worked in offices and never kept quiet about where I had gigs,
when I had the few I had. I handed out postcards, flyers, whatnot, and then guilt for those who did
not show up to hear my extremely challenging avant-garde chamber compositions (because no
one escapes). But Hoshimi is much shyer than I ever was, because his guitar playing prowess
and hotness were totally unknown to Hirokawa prior to their magical meeting on the streets of
whatever city they're in. A meeting Hoshimi didn't even notice because he was too busy being a
jazz guitar man. And I respect him for that; when you're performing the music comes first. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 03:33 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, November 3, 2007

Constellations in my Palm 
Story by Chisake Sakuragi
Art by Yukine Honami
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

This is a long manga with lots of lovely Ykine Honami art and a possibly too
stately story by Chisake Salirago story. Don't get me wrong, I haven't been
ruined by slam-bang yaoi manga, I can still enjoy something reasonably
paced will lots of flashbacks, like this one has. However, if you want sex sex
sex in the first ten pages, it might be good for you to read this one because

there isn't sex sex sex until later on after everyones character, backstory, family history,
educational credentials, and credit rating has been firmly established.

It is the story of two collage boys who were childhood pals and drifted apart and then, eventually,
drift back together. A lot of subtle psychological stuff happens. This really must have been a bitch
to draw. I salute Yukine Honami; she always gets the tough ones. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 01:42 PM PST [Link]

Monday, October 29, 2007

Douggary Grant Interview

I had the pleasure of attending my first SiliCon and loved it, wish I could have stayed longer. I
also never got to thank Douggary Grant, the Convention Chairperson, for my press pass (thanks,

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569707987
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569707987
http://www.junemanga.com/
http://gingermayerson.com/
http://www.siliconventions.com/silicon/


J LHLS Archives: November 2007

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-10282007-11032007.htm[4/27/2019 2:31:49 PM]

Douggary), but I did want to ask him a few questions. He very graciously consented to this email
interview.

Ginger Mayerson: How long has SiliCon San Jose been happening?

Douggary Grant: SiliCon in one form or another has been around for about 10 years, it started
from the ashes of Time-Con (a straight up sci-fi convention).

GM: What inspired the convention? [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 02:37 PM PST [Link]
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Monday, October 22, 2007

The Other Boleyn Girl
by Phillipa Gregory
Published by Touchstone Books
A division of Simon & Schuster, 2003

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Everybody knows about the six wives of Henry VIII, but not why old Henry
got remarried so many times. The truth was, aside from needing a son and
heir to perpetuate the Tudor Dynasty (which he got after he married #3,
Jane Seymour, who died in childbirth), old Henry was just a horn dog. He
needed women the way a junkie needs drugs. He thrived on attention and
flattery, and who is better at that than a sweet young thing out to snare a

rich husband? [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 07:22 PM PST [Link]
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Sunday, October 7, 2007

Battle Royale
By Koushun Takami
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

I bought the Battle Royale novel (not the manga) at the Denver airport
because I needed something to read on a plane. (You know Japanese
culture has made it big in America when you can buy Japanese novels and
manga at the airport. Maybe soon the flight attendants will be handing out
Pocky candy.) The book, a controversial bestseller in Japan, concerns an
evil government program that forces 42 junior high school students to kill

each other until only one remains alive. I expected this book to be trashy, exploitive, mindless,
and a quick read -- in short, a perfect in-flight diversion. But I was only right about the "quick
read" part; otherwise the book surprised me in many ways. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 04:19 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, September 29, 2007

Manic Love 
Story by Satomi Yamagata
Art by Satomi Yamagata
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Manic Love is the very painful story of Maki, who, in his last year of high
school, begins a passionate affair with his prep school tutor, Haruji, and falls
in love with him. Too bad Maki is the only one in love. Turns out the tutor
had a Maki-like experience himself when he was Maki’s age and is still in
love with the guy. As the coincidences pile up, it turns out Haruji’s former

lover is one of Maki’s high school teachers, Mizuguchi, and, yes, alas, Haruji and Mizuguchi get
together and live happily ever after.

But what about Maki? [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 04:30 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, September 26, 2007

"The black-clad club-goers are out for a night of drinking, dancing, and drugs. However, others
also lurk in the night, dark creatures that are not the glamorous things others wish they were.
Lord Byron, poser and Vincent Price worshiper, craves the attention of his peers, but soon finds
the attention of something far more dark and insidious."
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Hey, kids! Be in with the In-Crowd. Or something. Buy Byron: Mad, Bad, and Dangerous TPB
from SLG Publishing!
[more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:53 PM PST [Link]

Pop Japan Travel: Essential Otaku Guide
by Makoto Nakajima
Digital Manga Publishing
Pop Japan Travel

Review by Tom Good

This travel guide in manga form tells the story of a group of Americans who
journey to Japan to get their geek on. Some go for the anime, others for
cosplay or collectible figurines, but they all love Japanese culture and want
to see it firsthand. Though the book does contain some travel essentials, it
won't replace a Lonely Planet or Fodor's guide. Instead, it concentrates on

conveying the confusion and excitement of being a foreigner in Japan for the first time. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:28 PM PST [Link]

VIZ Licenses Death Note Anime to Adult Swim

by Tom Good

VIZ announced today that they have licensed the
DEATH NOTE anime series to Adult Swim for
domestic broadcast. It all starts at midnight (EST) on

Saturday, October 20 at midnight (EST), with new episodes following each week. “The domestic
broadcast debut of DEATH NOTE has been patiently awaited by fans across the country and we
are pleased to team with Adult Swim to facilitate it,” states William Germain, Director, Animation
Production, VIZ Media., “The mix of drama, mystery and action has already made the Shonen
Jump DEATH NOTE manga a hit and the anime series takes the characters and plot to the next
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level with a captivating visual style. We look forward to fans tuning in each week for the latest
adventures of L and Light as they struggle to outwit each other and demonstrate conflicting ideas
about right and wrong.”

DEATH NOTE has long been one of my favorite manga series; I consider it one of the best
written manga of all time. And the costumes at this year's Kumoricon revealed a growing interest
in the series. This show will be essential Fall viewing for anime fans.

See also:

Death Note Vol. 1 and Vol. 2 reviews by Tom Good
Death Note Vol 10. review by Tom Good

[more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 07:53 PM PST [Link]

Hero
By Perry Moore
Published by Hyperion

Review by Logan

One night while on vacation in Utah, I picked up Hero by Perry Moore and
didn't put it down until I'd finished reading it. It wasn't that difficult, what with
no TV, cell phone reception, or internet. What's a boy to do? (Besides
*that*! Get your mind out of the gutters...)

Hero is about a young teenage kid, Thom, who discovers he has super
powers. At the same time he is coming to grips with the fact that he's gay.

Thom battles with coming out as a super hero to his father who hung up his own cape in shame
years previous. His father disdains the super hero world almost as much as he detests
homosexuals. To make matters worse, Thom's mom split the scene, leaving him with a homo-
hating, superpower-hating dad. Thom struggles with his dual challenge of coming out as a super
hero and as a gay teenager. [more]

Posted by Logan @ 04:03 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, September 25, 2007

L'Etoile Solitare 
Story by Yuno Ogami
Art by Yuno Ogami
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

The first original English language (OEL) manga from the Juné imprint of
Digital Manga, Inc., L’Etoile Solitare, the lonely star or the solitary star, is
the story of soulless, rampant Western capitalism rampaging all over
Japanese family values. Capitalist running dog hotel raider, Micah
Remmington, sets out to forcibly take-over a family owned Japanese hotel

chain, ably aided by his ruthlessly blond executive assistant, Richard. The head of the Kurahashi
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family has recently died and the new head of the family and family business is 11 year-old, sorry,
university student, Yuuki Kurahashi. Yuuki is adorable, passive, indecisive, his executive
assistant, Wada-san, walks all over him, his younger brother is even taller than him, and, as you
have probably surmised, Yuuki is no match for Micah Remmington. So, of course, they fall in love
at first sight when they both dash out of a convenient rainstorm into a conveniently sleepy saloon
called, yes, L’Etoile Solitare. Also, of course, the course of true love does not run smoothly - evil
girlfriends, evil executive assistants, stupid uke tricks, etc. - but that’s not unusual in yaoilandia.
[more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 11:39 PM PST [Link]
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Kumoricon 2007

By Tom Good
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Imagine a bottle spinning on the brickwork of a park on a summer day. Above it stands an anime
fan, dressed in costume. Zoom out to a circle of people, similarly dressed, surrounding this center
point, waiting. The bottle slows to a stop, indicating a point on the perimeter, and the person in
the center delivers a "glomp" to the one on the outside, and then they change places and the
process begins again.

A glomp is more or less a hug, often executed with a running start, and sometimes including a
jump at the end or some other flourish. The word supposedly derives from the sound effect of one
anime character tackle-hugging another, and according to one fan on the Kumoricon message
boards, a glomp circle like this one "showcases" the various "styles of glomping." There were
indeed different styles in evidence, with calm walks followed by polite hugs on one end of the
spectrum, all the way to long-distance flying leaps on the other. One group of three girls glomped
as a team -- when the bottle pointed to any of them, all three would receive the glomp
simultaneously, then all take over the center together. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 02:29 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, September 14, 2007

The Body and the Screen
by Michelle White
Published by MIT Press, 2006

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I finally finished "The Body and The Screen" and even though it didnï¿½t
wow me, it did make me think a lot. Don't get me wrong, this is an extremely
well-researched book, but if it was supposed to give me some feminist or
other -ist insight into how I, or others, interact with the internet, it didn't make
much of an impression. Now, I know it's a big internet and I am small, but

most of what I read about in the book was not really on my radar. Internet time moves fast, this
book was published in 2006, much of what Ms. White is writing about has been swamped by
YouTube and...well, mainly YouTube. But any pseudo-anarchistic online video alleged collective
that is owned by a corporation, like Google, really takes the whole "free" internet gloss off it,
because how can it truly be free if it's owned? [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 04:12 PM PST [Link]
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Tuesday, September 4, 2007

Heroes Are Extinct!, Vol. 1
By Ryoji Hido
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

Spoiler warning: this review contains some plot spoilers for the manga.

The clever premise of Heroes Are Extinct allows it to get away with using
some very well-worn plot elements, yet give them a new flavor. Grand
Galactic General Cassiel, hero of the Bazue empire, arrives to conquer
Earth. And because he has watched too many anime, he believes that a

team of Earth's heroes will be waiting to engage him in glorious battle. When no such team shows
up, Cassiel completely changes his strategy. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 07:34 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron
J LHLS Archives: August 2007

Sunday, August 19, 2007

Witchblade Takeru Manga, Vol. 1
by Kazasa Sumita and Yasuko Kobayashi
Bandai Entertainment / Top Cow

Review by Tom Good

I'm a fan of the Witchblade TV show and comic series, so when I bought
this book I was excited to find out how the Witchblade story would work as a
manga. But this isn't really the same story at all. The characters are all
different, and only the supernatural gauntlet called the Witchblade connects
this with the other series. This is too bad, because the original series has
some great characters, like the female lead Sara Pezzini, a tough cop who
would be formidable with or without supernatural enhancement. Instead,

here a Japanese schoolgirl named Takeru wields the Witchblade while Japanese schoolboy Kou
tries to keep her from going completely out of control. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 07:14 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, August 18, 2007

Lover's Flat
Story by Hyouta Fujiyama
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I have become a huge Hyouta Fujiyama fan recently. I think I understand
"moeh" now, because her characters are so loveable, I just want to shake
some sense into them when they fail to understand each other. There are
very few books at which I've yelled, "Talk to each other, dammit!" Good
thing Juné puts first-class bindings and thick glossy dust jackets on their
books.

Kouno is in High School and lives in a "lover's flat." A lover's flat in wherever they are in Japan is
a 6-mat room, which is approximately 30 square feet. I'm not good at sizes, but someone told me
that that's about the size of a Hummer SUV. Kouno has a drunken fumble with his friend Natsu
and then the misunderstandings start piling up and middle-aged women start yelling at manga.
[more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:59 PM PST [Link]
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Jessica please send me your email address

I can't get back to you about writing for us w/out it. Here's the contact form. Best, GM.

Posted by Editor @ 10:10 AM PST [Link]
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Thursday, July 19, 2007

The Boleyn Inheritance
by Philippa Gregory
A Touchstone Book
Published by Simon & Schuster, 2007

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

I've been a fan of Philippa Gregory since reading her first book, "The
Constant Princess". This touching historical romance about Princess
Catalina of Spain who became Catherine of Aragon filled me with pride for
my Spanish and my Catholic heritage, as well as some shame over the way
that King Ferdinand of Aragon and his queen, Isabelle of Castile, treated
the Moors, assimilating the best of their Muslim culture while driving them

out of the country, even when they were settled well beyond Spanish borders. Just goes to show
what can happen when fanatical Christian rulers are in charge.

"The Boleyn Inheritance" also shows what can happen when a fanatical ruler is in charge. I'd
always thought old King Henry VIII was a fat, egotistical, male chauvinist pig whose claim to fame
was starting a new religion because the Catholic Church wouldn't give him a divorce. Gregory
suggests that there was literally madness in his method. Henry Tudor may have seemed like a
jolly old soul, and is usually depicted that way in movies, but according to Gregory the running
sore on his right leg, which he got in a riding accident, that never healed and always had to be
drained, was usually swollen with pus and extremely painful, which put Henry into a perpetual bad
mood. That may have been the reason why old Henry was so merciless with those who opposed
him; the pain in his bad leg made him crazy. [more]
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Friday, July 6, 2007

GAME: Game & Anime Music Emotions
by Piano Squall
www.pianosquall.com

Review by Tom Good

Piano Squall, a.k.a. Michael Gluck, just released his debut CD, featuring his piano arrangements
of anime and video game music. I have heard Mr. Gluck perform several times at anime
conventions, and he is always a hit with the crowd. This CD contains 18 songs, including themes
from popular anime such as Naruto, Fullmetal Alchemist, InuYasha, and Cowboy Bebop. The
video game themes come mainly from the Final Fantasy series, though he also includes one of
my favorite old-school themes from Super Mario World. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 11:03 PM PST [Link]

Monday, July 2, 2007

Dragon Drive, Vol. 2
By Ken-ichi Sakura
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

It's amazing how Japanese schoolboys have any time to study, given all the
spectacular fighting tournaments they must constantly compete in, with the
fate of one or more worlds hanging in the balance. Yes, Dragon Drive
employs the popular fighting tournament theme, with the twist that it takes

http://liheliso.org/
http://www.pianosquall.com/
http://ironmonkey.blogspot.com/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1-4215-1188-6
http://www.viz.com/


J LHLS Archives: July 2007

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-07012007-07072007.htm[4/27/2019 2:32:28 PM]

place within a virtual-reality game where kids like Reiji Ozora do battle
using dragons. Our hero's dragon is an adorable but tiny and weak-looking
creature named Chibi, who luckily can transform into a giant, powerful

monster in combat. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 10:07 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, July 1, 2007

Here's day 1.

Oh, Lordy, it's July 1, 2007. So, after making my annual and expensive pilgrimage to the Sawdust
Festival, I got to AX about 2, parked and hung out until the "Death Note 2" showing. I liked it; it
gets a little weird at the end, but I'd gladly see it again. I'm told it's way different from the manga,
so I won't spoil it for anyone. Somehow I thought 141 minutes was an hour and 41 minutes (I've
no idea why) and missed half of the Satoru Kannagi panel, so I got there for the end of the Q&A
and the start of the raffle and then the question elimination contest for a dinner with Ms. Kannagi.
They asked some hard questions, like: Name two subtitles in the "Only the Ring Finger Knows"
novel series (you can look it up); what's Kannagi's favorite kanji (I'll give you this one, it's Rin); and
so on. Kannagi herself said she couldn't answer all the questions. The contestants were people
who'd asked a question during the Q&A, a nice lady won it, so she'll have a nice dinner with a
nice lady and the wonderful DMP gang. Speaking of the DMP gang, they're not going to have a
booth at Comic Con San Diego because Comic Con sold all the space to Nintendo and
companies like that. I'm starting to wonder what CCSD is turning into. Here's my interview with
Satoru Kannagi from June 28, 2007. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08:36 PM PST [Link]

I must be livin' right because I was lucky enough to get to interview my
favorite Boys Love novelist, Satoru Kannagi at the Digital Manga
headquarters on June 28, 2007. Ms. Kannagi is in town as Digital Manga's
guest at Anime Expo, this year being held at the Long Beach Convention
Center. We were ably assisted in this interview by translator Shinobu
Kadokura. (pdf file)

Ginger Mayerson: How did you become a Boys Love (BL) writer?

Satoru Kannagi: I used to help my friends make doujinshi by providing
the stories but some publishers saw these manga and asked me to write
novels.

GM: That's amazing. What's your motivation for and enjoyment of writing BL?
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SK: Are you familiar with the term moeh?

GM: Sort of.

SK: When I write, I'm always thinking of what my readers will like in the characters and story.

GM: What's your definition of moeh?

SK: That's a difficult question. My idea of moeh is that when I write about a character, I want to
appeal to the readers imagination of this character. I also like my characters and try to make
them more... more... [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08:32 PM PST [Link]

Feeble Attempts
By Jeffrey Brown
Top Shelf Productions

Review by Tom Good

This collection contains a funny scene about a 3:00am showing of Star
Wars: Episode III. Jeffrey Brown sits in the audience, fueled by massive
amounts of coffee and by the inflated expectations of a fan: "We've been
waiting 25 years for this!" With huge bags under his eyes and cheeks
covered with stubble, he stares at the screen while Anakin Skywalker
proclaims, "I love you, because love is loving my love for you -- with love!"

Brown thinks, "Now I understand why he becomes Darth Vader." This bit reminded me of the
movie Clerks, as did another scene about Brown's experience working in retail, called "My
Conspiracy To Not Sell You The New 'Garden State' DVD." [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 06:20 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, June 30, 2007

Today's Anime Expo very briefly before I fall into bed. When I my magic press pass didn't get me
to the front of the huge monster line to get into the exhibit hall, I decided to kill an hour over a
thumping good breakfast at the Hyatt. My ham, mozzarella, mushroom and tomato omelet was
delicious, pricey, and the line was gone by the time I got back to the hall. I like having AX in Long
Beach but no one else I talked to did. One of the exhibitors told me she thought the hall was too
dark. I thought the hall was too loud, I think it was Anime Experience making all the noise. Saw
part 1 of the "Death Note" movie it's really good. I plan to go back for part 2 tomorrow. Saw the
"Transformers" trailer and now I want to see it and Transformers weren't part of my childhood, but
how can I pass up giant roller-skating robots on the freeway? I really enjoy the cosplayers; I must
get a camera one day. I only had a few "put some clothes on, young woman" moments, perhaps
I'm becoming inured to it all. Interestingly, there were as many half-naked boys as half-naked
girls. Anyone know why cute boys would be wandering around with only a towel around their
waists? Is this some anime I should know about? Anyone? [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10:49 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, June 23, 2007

Talking About Fungus
By TJ Baer
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

This is a sweet story. Less sex than the usual Torquere offering, but there’s
enough in the story to keep you interested anyway.

James lives alone, or tries to, while he works on his book. But he gets
dumped by his boyfriend, and his sister shows up with luggage after another
fight with the father who threw James out long ago, and his best friend is
always around trying to deepen the relationship, and meanwhile, there’s this

absolutely gorgeous guy he meets – [more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 06:29 PM PST [Link]
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Tuesday, June 12, 2007

Super F*ckers #4
by James Kochalka
Top Shelf Productions

Review by Tom Good

In my review of Super F*ckers #2, I said that it made Beavis and Butt-head
look like Shakespeare. I'm not sure where to go after that analogy except to
say that Volume 4 is just like Volume 2, only with more unbearably stupid

urination scenes. At least Kochalka's other work makes it clear that this book is stupid on
purpose, and that he is capable of much more worthwhile creations like American Elf. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 07:16 PM PST [Link]

Monday, June 11, 2007

Click here for Anime Expo promo

Posted by Editor @ 05:53 PM PST [Link]
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American Elf, Book Two
by James Kochalka
Top Shelf Productions

Review by Tom Good
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James Kochalka is back with more American Elf, his daily diary in the form
of a comic strip. Book Two collects two years of entries, from January 2004
to December 2005. Unlike the first book which was black and white, this one

is all in color. So let me get the cranky, picky part of this review out at the beginning: I miss the
monochrome version. The simplicity of Kochalka's style makes American Elf fun, so color does
not really add much. And the coloring varies from one day's strip to the next. In a book arranged
with four strips per page in chronological order, compositions with inconsistent flesh tones and
clashing colors appear right next to each other. In the original format of one strip per day, this
would not matter, but when collected together, I found it distracting. Aside from that, though, I did
enjoy this book just as much as the first one. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 12:48 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, June 9, 2007

Mad, Bad and Dangerously readable SLG's Lord Byron flounces into TPB
format in August

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – 6/7/07

Dark lord of the night or unbearable poseur?* Explore the gloom- and
drama-laden world of Lord Byron, as SLG/Eyemelt's Byron: Mad, Bad and
Dangerous slouches to gothic life this August in comic stores everywhere.

Both celebrating and skewering the subculture that keeps eyeliner
production profitable, Byron is a 136-page graphic novel collecting the
razor-witted SLG Publishing series, previously available in individual issues
on the SLG affiliate site Eyemelt.com.

"How can you not laugh at the darkity dark-clad goths? They are so serious. It's a brilliant vehicle
for satire," says series creator Karl Christian Krumpholz. "I've done the club scene and still own a
complete set of Nick Cave and Bauhaus CDs. I've seen how certain people in the scene take
themselves way to seriously and like to think of themselves as a dark shadow cut from an even
darker swash of black velvet. The idea of Byron started with wondering what would happen when
they encountered the face of real evil. Would they run screaming? Or want to be one of the
villains?" [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 12:26 PM PST [Link]
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Discreet Young Gentleman
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By MJ Pearson
Published by Seventh Window Publications

Review by Logan

A few months ago I was sitting at home one Sunday morning with nothing to
do. After an hour of milling about, I decided to pick up Discreet Young
Gentleman by MJ Pearson. The cover alone made me buy the book. I
mean, come on... Just look at that package!

When I finally opened the book and started to read, I was surprised to say
the least. While I knew beforehand that the story was set in the 19th

century, I didn't realize that it would be such a period piece. MJ Perason obviously did a lot of
research into the era. There are detailed descriptions of the customs, the clothing, the road
system, and even the various towns and their local ghost stories. I felt that I was reading one of
those "trashy" romance novels you see at Walgreens, only this one had a closeted gay lead
character. [more]

Posted by Logan @ 10:07 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, June 5, 2007

Eating Out 2: Sloppy Seconds
By Phillip J. Bartell and Q. Allan Brocka 
Starring: Jim Verraros, Emily Brooke Hands, Rebekah Kochan, Marco
Dapper, 
Brett Chukerman, and more
Studio: Automat Pictures

Review by Logan

Holy Hot Damn! There's one reason, and one reason only to watch Eating
Out 2: Sloppy Seconds. The reason: Marco "I'm the fucking hottest mother-

effer ever" Dapper. This drop dead gorgeous hunk of man meat drops trou in the first few minutes
of the movie while he models for an art class. Marco Dapper's chiseled abs, pouty lips, perfectly
sculpted pecs, ass, legs, and his low-hangers steal the show right off the bat (ahem). [more]

Posted by Logan @ 03:45 PM PST [Link]

Runaways Vol. 3
By Brian K. Vaughn, Adrian Alphona, Mike Norton

Published by Marvel Comics

Review by Logan

While in New Jersey recently, I read Runaways Volume 3 (hardcover). I've enjoyed following this
comic over the past year or so in hardcover trades. The characters are fun and the premise is
novel. I like that Brian K. Vaughn created characters with interesting powers and origins stories.

Spoiler alert! Don't read any further if you don't want the whole thing spoiled. [more]

Posted by Logan @ 03:28 PM PST [Link]
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The Undercover Economist
By Tim Harford
Published by Random House Trade

Review by Logan

A few weeks back I was at Books Inc. and was just browsing the shelves.
One of the staff recommendations was The Undercover Economist by Tim
Harford. I never took an Economics class in high school or college. So, I
always feel this slight insecurity when economics comes up in the course of
a conversation. I figured I'd pick up the book and see if I could start to fill the
gap in my education. [more]

Posted by Logan @ 03:15 PM PST [Link]
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Tuesday, May 22, 2007

Densha Otoko (Train Man)
Distributed by VIZ Pictures

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I've no idea why this didn't have a wider theatrical release. It is the perfect
geek-date movie. Well, maybe that's why; not many geeks date, even
though they should. It's only on DVD, so, fanboys, IF you can do dinner-
and-a-movie at your or her (or his) place without getting your face slapped,
THIS could be the movie for you. Provided your date can read subtitles
without moving her (or his) lips. Or maybe you like that; I'm sure I wouldn't
know. Or if you're already in a relationship and you want to show the woman
(or man) who loves you very much how very bad it could have been and
how very good it really is with you, then THIS is the movie for you. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 03:58 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, May 20, 2007

Red River
By Lalita Tademy
Published Warner Books

Review by Kathryn Ramage

On April 13, 1873, over 100 black men were killed in Colfax Louisiana
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following disputes over the results of a local election the previous fall. The
election had been very close and the departing Democratic governor of
Louisiana had appointed winners from his own party, but when the
administration changed with a new governor in the spring, the Republican
contenders were appointed instead, a white man named Shaw and a black
man named Register. The two men tried to take their offices at the Colfax

courthouse, and the white population of the area responded with rumors of racial rioting and
uprisings; when Register, Shaw, and their adherents refused to leave the courthouse, a small
army of white men surrounded the building and eventually forced the occupants out and
massacred them. Others who fled the courthouse were captured later that day and also killed.
[more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 04:11 AM PST [Link]
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Thursday, May 17, 2007

Scarlett Rules: When Life gives you green velvet curtains, make a green
velvet dress, and 23 other life lessons inspired by Scarlett O'Hara
By Lisa Bertagnoli
Published in 2006 by Villard Books, an imprint of The Random House
Publishing Group, a division of Random House, Inc., New York.

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

You could say that Scarlett O'Hara left a lasting impression on Lisa
Bertagnoli of Chicago. When she was sixteen years old, she borrowed a
copy of Gone with the Wind from her high school library after her father
pointed out a beautiful house on a car trip as the model for Tara, Scarlett's
home. She intended to read it between bouts of homework. Three days and

no homework later, she finally finished the thousand-plus pages of Margaret Mitchell's magnum
opus. Several years later, she still has that copy of Gone with the Wind, never having returned it
to the school library. (I hope she donated a new one at her last high school reunion!) [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 03:16 PM PST [Link]

Lost Laysen
By Margaret Mitchell
Published in 1997 by Scribner Paperback Fiction of Simon & Schuster New
York, Inc.

Review by Ida Vega-Landow
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Summertime is my time to dive into new books, preferably short novels or
compilations of short stories to pass the time on the subway taking me to
the beach, or at the beach itself. When my husband and I went on to
Atlanta, GA on our annual vacation the weekend of May 4th, our main
intention was to see the baby girl panda at the Atlanta Zoo. But we also
visited the Margaret Mitchell House & Museum on 10th and Peachtree
Streets in midtown Atlanta, a museum dedicated to that one-hit wonder of

novels written by Margaret Mitchell, "Gone with the Wind". While we were browsing in the
ubiquitous gift shop, my husband, who had never read the novel, bought the DVD of the movie,
which he had seen, while I, having partaken of both the novel and the movie, scanned the
bookshelves for anything else Ms. Mitchell might have written. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 11:32 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, May 15, 2007

Enchanter, Vol. 4
By Izumi Kawachi
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

The class trip is a perfect plot device for a school-based romantic comedy.
The way these stories usually go, the destination will be some place like a
beach or a hot springs resort, where the girls get a chance to show off their
bodies. Rare, tame variations of this will substitute cherry blossom viewing
or some other fully clothed activity. Enchanter not only pulls the beach
gambit, it chooses Hawaii and throws in love triangles, a hot-for-teacher

story line, a demonic girl trying to seduce a boy into giving up his soul, and magical shape-
shifting. It's almost like a Sports Illustrated swimsuit issue with demons. This is all pretty silly,
over the top stuff, but it works. (But how come my high school never took us all on a trip to
Hawaii? I feel cheated now.) [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 06:45 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, May 13, 2007

The Moon and the Sandals, Volume 1
By Fumi Yoshinaga
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Fumi Yoshinaga must never sleep. She's incredibly prolific. According to
Yaoi Suki's biography, (I can't believe Yoshinaga doesn't have a Wikipedia
page, wtf?) "The Moon and Sandals" was Yoshinaga's debut manga in
1994. But it's not like you can tell because like all of her manga that I've
read, it's tightly plotted and the characters are fleshed out and developed
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apace with the story. As good as it is, I did think the plot of this story
wandered a little too much in the beginning, but it settled down soon
enough. What bothered me was I wasn't sure who to cheer for until around

page sixty-five or so. And then I wasn't so sure I was happy about it. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 06:35 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, May 11, 2007

Wagamama Kitchen
Stories and art by Kaori Monchi
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Well, I'm a little at a loss as to what to say about this collection of shorts
from Kaori Morchi. The art is lovely, the stories are a little on the wacky
side, and it's somewhat more pornographic than June's usual offerings. The
blurb mentions unrequited love, well, yeah, but it's certainly and thoroughly
requited pretty damn quickly. No one wears a kimono in this book, but there
is some brief cross-dressing in one of those cut-just-this-side-of-wonder

schoolgirl uniforms, the charm of which is completely lost on me. But it was kind of cute in the
story, or maybe I just prefer schoolgirl uniforms on boys. Frankly, I've never given it much thought
before and I'm going to stop thinking about it right now. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:59 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, May 9, 2007

Fake Fur
Story and art by Satomi Yamagata
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I liked "Fake Fur" a lot more than I thought I would. The main story is about
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a high school boy named Yamashita, who falls in love with his classmate
Kubo. Kubo is straight and leaving for a distant school at the end of the
year. Yamashita invites him to stay at his grandfather's place, which has an
artist's studio attached. Kubo and Yamashita walk in on a pair of male
lovers, which ignites at least a discussion of their feelings about each other.

They remain friends and Kubo is even cool enough to give Yamashita the sweet smooch he's
been pining for. Exit Kubo and enter the stranger Yamashita will casually give himself to.
However, even after giving himself away somewhat carelessly, Yamashita finds true love in
college and a happier ending than the other story in the book about a runaway boy, Maki, trading
his body for shelter, and falling unexpected in love with the Yamashita's heartless stranger, and
running away from that, too. It's not easy being a teenager, in this manga or in life, there's a
fragile balance of circumstance, chance and temperament that determine happiness or sadness,
success or failure, creation or destruction. Yamishat is lucky; Maki is not, and this is very sad in
an otherwise upbeat, if moody, book. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 05:56 PM PST [Link]

Monday, May 7, 2007

Flower of Life, Volume 2
Story and art by Fumi Yoshinaga
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

As in "Flower of Life 1," there are many laugh out loud moments in "Flower
of Life 2." This one happened to catch my eye:

Majima: If you make one manly (the pitcher), you've got to make the other
one (the catcher) pretty enough so as to be barely distinguishable from a
woman!! That's the iron rule of yaoi!!!

Sumiko: If that's the case, then why can't I just make them be a man and a woman? Why does it
have to be two men?

Majima: FOOL!! Female fans of yaoi are subconsciously attracted to and aroused by the equality
inherent in the relationship between two men. The love shared in such a relationship is on the
basis that one of the men, who is capable of either giving or receiving in sex, actively choosing to
be the one to receive... to be submissive. This is completely different from a relationship with a
woman, who is physically constructed only for receiving!!! (page 28)

Hey, is Fumi Yoshinaga making fun of us? Well, I'd say it's high time. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10:00 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, May 6, 2007
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Ikebukuro West Gate Park, Vol. 3 and Vol. 4
By Ira Ishida and Sena Aritou
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

Ikebukuro West Gate Park continues its detective-
story tour through the seedier side of Tokyo culture. In
volume 3, the hero Makoto must protect Asumi, a
"cam girl" for an adult web site called the Fairy's
Garden, who is being stalked by one of her fans.
When Makoto appears on camera in her room, he too

may be in danger from her jealous admirers. The art and writing did a good job of creating a
suitably creepy villain and a real sense of tension. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 03:35 PM PST [Link]
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Monday, April 30, 2007

Black Lagoon, Vol. 1
Geneon
Release date: May 22, 2007

Review by Tom Good

I've been wondering if a new anime would one day arrive to become the
"next Cowboy Bebop," and it sure looks like Black Lagoon could fill those
shoes. I had the opportunity to see a screening of the first four episodes at
Sakuracon. Black Lagoon not only held my interest with its fast-paced
action, but it held me on the edge of my seat a lot of the time. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:24 PM PST [Link]

The Hustler Prince
By Lee Benoit
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

This is a nice little romance. Gay Martin and his apparently-straight but
beloved wife Doria visit Cuba: she has an academic conference and he's
doing research.

And before they're fairly off the plane, they're both putty in the hands of
Alexei, the Hustler Prince. Alexei is a charming young man with some dark memories of
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persecution by the Cuban government, a brother who longs to get out of the country to study, a
friend who can provide just the information that Martin needs, and a great body. Did I mention the
great body yet? A great, freely available body. And he and Martin are in love before you can blink.
[more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 02:06 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, April 28, 2007

Dark Submission
By Shayne Carmichael
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

I don't know. Maybe I'm too old to see vampires as sexy. I grew up with
Bela Lugosi and Barnabas Collins, and I don't see them as sexual
creatures. To me, sexy requires clear diction (strike Bela), and a certain
amount of grace (strike Barnabas, stumbling over the scenery). I think
they've gotten better nowadays, but they're too young for me now. It isn't

fair.

And I certainly don't find much attractive about a group of vampires into BDSM. One or the other
would be more than enough to handle. [more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 09:56 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, April 21, 2007

Sakuracon 2007
by Tom Good

Sakuracon celebrated its tenth anniversary by putting together its largest event ever, with
attendance topping 20,000 over 3 days at the Washington State Convention and Trade Center in
Seattle, including over 11,000 individual memberships. Outdoor areas that had been nearly
deserted last year were crowded with people on Saturday, and the convention seemed not just
bigger, but also better than ever. The opening ceremonies included a speech by the Consul
General of Japan, who complimented the costumes at the convention, and said he had just
started reading the Fullmetal Alchemist manga in Japanese. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 09:02 PM PST [Link]
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Tuesday, April 17, 2007

Updated 051107 with Pibgorns acutal url: http://gocomics.com/pibgorn/
050707 Update: May 7, 2007: Pibgorn's new home will be at www.gocomics.com/pibgorn on May
14!

042007 Update: Pibgorn has a Live Journal for announcements and other news.

From Brooke McEldowney:

"With United Media's announcement that "Pibgorn" is to be discontinued, I have been inundated
with e-mail, much of it agitated and distressed. I'm very sorry you had to get the news in this
rather dispassionate way. That I may answer your central question forthwith, I've composed this
response for everyone – so please forgive me if I seem impersonal.

"PIBGORN" WILL CONTINUE.

"There. That is the main thing I wanted to say. Comics.com, however, will, as they have
announced, no longer be the source. Nothing dramatic happened, really. I simply came to feel
that the editorial needs of comics.com and those of "Pibgorn" were becoming more and more
divergent and incompatible. For this reason I asked to be released from my contract with United
Media in order to secure a new online home for "Pibgorn." United Media most graciously, and
reluctantly, agreed. In short order I hope to get Pib back up and flying.

"Meanwhile, you have seen the most current installments of "Pibgorn." Hold that thought. We'll be
back.

"All best wishes, and thanks so very much for writing.

"Brooke McEldowney
"9 Chickweed Lane
"and
"Pibgorn"

Whew! So hopefully we all won't be Pibgorn-less for too long. Don't forget the Pibgorn essay and
McEldowney interview in J LHLS Issue 3 if you really need a Pib fix.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 04:50 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, April 15, 2007

Ichigenme, volume 1
By Fumi Yoshinaga
Published by the 801 Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

In "Ichigenme," volume 1, one of the first offerings from the adult yaoi line
from the 801 imprint at Digital Manga, we meet some very hard partying law
students making fools of themselves at a party and shocking the one
conservative (or repressed maybe) guy in their class. His name is Tamiya
and the cute drunk guy named Tohdou lays a big wet kiss on him that
completely traumatizes him. I think a little yaoi reading would do Tamiya a
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world of good. So, anyway, back in yaoiland, Tamiya and Tohdou circle, collide, circle, collide,
pretty much for the rest of the book. While all this is going on we learn that Tamiya is the brilliant,
virtuous scholarship boy and Tohdou is a rich, louche, but brilliant, brat in the same law class. In
fact, everyone in this law class is a rich, louche brat, either brilliant or well connected, and has
tons of personal problems. My heart certainly bled for one exceptionally beautiful girl whose
boyfriend was "too" rich. Yoshinaga or the translator spend a little time explaining how the "zemi"
system, or seminar system, in this law school works. I still wasn't completely clear on it, but it
doesn't really have much to do with the main story of Tamiya and Tohdou. Along with some
smokin' sex scenes, there's a lot of cooking and cuddling in this book because Tamiya and
Tohdou sort of settle into a domestic routine very quickly. Their domestic life seems to be more
rewarding than their feints at being lovers, but I personally thought they should just calm down a
little and let things naturally take their course. Of course nobody in these books listens to me, if
they did, they'd all be the size of "War and Peace." [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:55 PM PST [Link]

The Sky Over My Spectacles
By Mio Tennohji
Published by the 801 Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Digital Manga has decided to get in on some of the "No Minors Allowed"
yaoi action with their new imprint, 801. Well, okay, I haven't been a minor
for a while now, so I'm probably up to speed for reviewing at least one of
their titles, "The Sky over my Spectacles." Fanboys and minors, avert your
eyes. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:52 PM PST [Link]
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Thursday, April 12, 2007

The Day I Become a Butterfly
By Sumomo Yumeka
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

This is a very beautiful collection of manga stories. At first I thought it was a
little too angst-filled for me, but then, on a second, third, fourth, und zo on,
look, I realized these stories are about the kind of intense adolescent
emotion I've spent my entire adulthood trying to forget. Thanks a lot Digital
Manga, this wasn't as painful as being there, but was, oh, what's that word?
Poignant. Yeah, that's the word. Poignant. And the art in this manga is

extremely beautiful; anything could have been going on and it would be eye-candy. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08:32 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, April 7, 2007

Windbrothers
By Sean Michael
Published in paper and e-book by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

Did I misunderstand? I kept thinking as I read through Windbrothers. When
I read the blurb for a Torquere novel, and it promises a slave, an unwilling
master, and a relationship, I have certain...expectations.

I kept reading, but there was no sex. If this doesn't bother you, I recommend
Windbrothers. Sean Michael has built a nice world here. Different countries,
with different customs; natives of the countries, whose personalities seem

to have been built by the customs, different foods. I always like a nice cosmology, and
Windbrothers has one. The only thing that rings a little false to me is that one of the heroes is a
healer, using psychic powers; that's awfully convenient. [more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 08:11 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, March 30, 2007

Drawing Closer
By Jane Davitt
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

Jane Davitt's "Drawing Closer" is real, good, honest-to-God fiction, and
porn too - good, hot porn.

You remember the characters. When was the last time you remembered the
characters in porn, except in fanfic? You live through the story with the two

men involved. And when it ends, you want to know more.

Charles, Dr. Charles Stanway, has problems. Something terrible happened to him back in
England, something that wasn't strictly his fault, but that he was a factor in. He wants to teach
quietly in the United States. [more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 11:46 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, March 25, 2007

Death Note, Vol. 10
Story by Tsugumi Ohba
Art by Takeshi Obata
Translation and Adaptation by Tetsuichiro Miyaki
Published by VIZ
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Review by Tom Good

Death Note fans have had a lot to smile about lately. The series was one of
5 finalists for Best Manga in the American Anime Awards. VIZ announced
plans to release a Death Note DVD in Fall of 2007. Notebooks and other
accessories are available online. And finally, someone created a very funny
gallery of cat lookalikes for the Death Note characters. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 09:32 PM PST [Link]

Loveholic, Volume 1
By Toko Kawai
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Not so long ago, I read that there are seven basic plots:

1. man vs. nature 
2. man vs. man 
3. man vs. the environment 
4. man vs. machines/technology 

5. man vs. the supernatural 
6. man vs. self 
7. man vs. god/religion

I think "Loveholic" sort of fits into number 2 and number 6. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 04:01 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, March 23, 2007

Alcohol, Shirt & Kiss
By Yuko Kuwabara
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

This is the Barney Miller of PG-13 manga. Except everyone is way far much
better looking. Yup, this is as if Dietrich decided to put the moves on
Wojciehowicz. Yeah, I know, that kind of freaks me out, too, but let's move
on. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:39 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, March 17, 2007

J-Boy Anthology, Volume 1
By Biblos
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I love anthologies! I wait breathlessly for the Small Press Expo antho every
year. I worshiped Robot. I loved the first volume of Flight enough to be
disappointed in volume 2 and 3. And I thought True Porn and Boy Trouble,
#5 were the bees knees. Give me anthologies, collections, compilations,
readers, chrestomathies, albums, analecta, compendiums, digests,
selections, omnibuses and I am a heppy kat.

So you can just imagine how happy I was to get my paws on J-Boy by Biblos, volume 1. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 03:43 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, March 13, 2007

First Steps
By Sean Michael
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

Awwww. The gay New York writer pays a surrogate to bear him a child; it
turns out to be twins, girl and boy. He takes them away from the nasty city
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http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708754
http://www.junemanga.com/
http://dmpbooks.com/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708754
http://gingermayerson.com/
http://www.torquerepress.com/cart/cart.php?m=product_list&c=1235
http://torquerepress.com/


J LHLS Archives: March 2007

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-03112007-03172007.htm[4/27/2019 2:33:24 PM]

to a cabin in the mountains, and a studly forest ranger shows up to warn
them of fire dangers. Shortly, studly forest ranger and New York writer are
in bed in studly's beautifully-equipped but rustic cabin. Internet service,
running water, and endless hours to do nothing but make love and worship
the babies. [more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 09:49 AM PST [Link]

Monday, March 12, 2007

Enchanter, Vol. 3
by Izumi Kawachi
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

Sometimes it only takes one brilliant panel to elevate a manga to the next
level. This volume of Enchanter had been rolling along with its special blend
of humor, magic, and pinup art. And though I was entertained, the book had
begun to feel more like a series of quick jokes and odd situations than a
memorable plot. While our hero Haruhiko struggled to manufacture new
weapons, and his schoolmate Okada chatted with their beautiful teacher, I

started to wonder whether the story needed more action and tension. Then I turned the page and
what I saw next really gave me a jolt. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 10:13 PM PST [Link]
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Thursday, March 8, 2007

Hikaru Sasahara Interview

Hikaru Sasahara, the CEO of Digital Manga, Inc. sat down with me in their Gardena California
Headquarters for this long and rollicking interview on February 8, 2007. You can download a 29-
page pdf here (pdf link fixed Ap 30 GM)

Interview by Ginger Mayerson

Ginger Mayerson: I read in the Publishers Weekly interview [1], that you came here in 1973...

Hikaru Sasahara: Long time ago.

GM: ...when you were three years old-

HS: (laughs) I was already twenty-three years old back then. I'm an old guy now.

GM: Nah. I was thirteen. The old thing; it's interesting.

HS: I still like what I saw in America at that time: the hippies, the music. Everything was evolving
and revolving back then. Now, everything is static. Doesn't seem to be moving fast enough for
me. Kids are all doing the same things, same fashion, same thinking, same music. Everything is
the same, even internationally, it's all merging. I don't see much cultural difference anymore.

GM: It's interesting because I didn't think it was a global thing, I thought it was just me personally
and my age. But, the music; am I old? Or does it all sound the same?

HS: I don't think so. If you listen to the Sixties and Seventies music it was so different. It was

http://liheliso.org/
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http://www.publishersweekly.com/article/CA6399114.html?nid=2789
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much deeper in melody, more diverse, more variety.

GM: We're probably going to get in trouble for this part of the interview.

The interview continues here.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:34 AM PST [Link]
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Monday, February 19, 2007

Inuyasha Vol. 48 and Vol. 49 (DVD)
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

It may sound odd to suggest that newcomers to an
anime series could easily begin by watching episode
147, but for InuYasha it would not make a bad starting
point. Episodes 147 and 148 in Volume 49 form a
special story called "The Tragic Love Song of Destiny"
that fits chronologically before Episode 1, so new
viewers won't be missing any vital information. The
story explains how the half-demon InuYasha first met
the priestess Kikyo, and how the two went from being

friends to foes. We also get to see Kikyo carrying a whole, unshattered version of the Shikon
jewel. This magical gem is later broken, and much of the series revolves around quests for its
shards. Loyal fans will treasure the new background information and enjoy seeing younger
versions of some of the characters. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 06:04 PM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, February 14, 2007

Rin!, Volume 2!
Story by Satoru Kannagi
Art by Yukine Honami
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

RIN!
I'm in
Love with
RIN!

Since the Rin! 1 review it's all gotten even more innocent, not to mention cuter. Katsura and Sou
are still in the first rush of innocent love, although Sou would understandably like to be a little less
innocent. That Katsura "has to mentally prepare" himself for anything more vigorous than a
snuggle with Sou, well, that's Sou's problem and hopefully writer Satoru Kannagi will work it out
for all of us. Very soon. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10:15 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, February 13, 2007

Flower of Life, Volume 1
Art and story by Fumi Yoshinaga
Published by Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Ginger Mayerson
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Okay, this has to be the first manga that I've had to put the book down to
laugh. And it came out of nowhere. Well, not nowhere, exactly, it was in a
confrontation, that I can't explain without ruining the surprise, that was
suddenly howlingly funny. For that alone, I can seriously recommend this
book.

In "Flower of Life," HarutaroHanazono enrolls in a new school a month late and introduces himself
as a leukemia survivor. And then he has to make friends and kind of falls in love with one of his
school mates, who's a guy, of course. And Harutaro has a wonderful sister who donated her bone
marrow and is an amazing, almost poetic lunch-maker. And they have a wacky dad and a mom
who's in Spain teaching chicken sexing (how to tell the gender of chickens [stop looking at me
like that, it's the internet, I have to explain these things]), and... and... And this book has a raging
manga and anime fan in it who's a surprise-a-minute and sexy and disturbing in measures that
cancel each other out, rendering him a cipher, with washboard abs. It's hard to explain: this book
is sweet, funny, and occasionally startling. And this is only Volume 1. So there IS something to
look forward to. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10:29 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, February 9, 2007

Snow
A fantasy by Wheeler Scott
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

This has got to be one of the most beautiful and poignant books I've ever
read. It's basically a retelling of the Snow White story from a gay point of
view, but it has elements of other classic fairy tales as well. The protagonist
is a handsome young prince with the requisite hair as black as night and
skin white as snow, but after the death of his beautiful mother following a

pregnancy of thirteen months, his grieving father exiles him to a lonely tower with his nurse, just
like Rapunzel. An element of Cinderella is introduced when the king remarries, but the
stepmother soon kills herself, driven to madness by the constant falling snow and never ending
cold that envelops the land since the queen's death. She leaves behind her two grown children, a
beautiful blond brother and sister who seem to be twins, they're so close. Unnaturally close;
they're incestuous lovers who share lovers as well. And they covet their stepfather's throne, so
much that they seduce a lonely huntsman and persuade him to take their teenage stepbrother
into the woods and make sure he never comes back. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 03:23 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, February 4, 2007

Riding Heartbreak Road 
By Kiernan Kelly

http://www.torquerepress.com/cart/cart.php?m=product_list&c=1028
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.torquerepress.com/cart/cart.php?m=product_list&c=1028
http://www.torquerepress.com/
http://www.torquerepress.com/cart/cart.php?m=product_list&c=1053


J LHLS Archives: February 2007

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-02042007-02102007.htm[4/27/2019 2:33:40 PM]

Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

This book isn't bad.

"Riding Heartbreak Road" has well-described, functional characters. The
lead character, Jake Goodall, is a bull rider. He's stuck in the small time,
hopes to win a championship someday, but that requires money, and wins,
and sponsorships. And he's gay, and stuck in a small town that sounds like
it might have an active mission of Westboro Baptist there; he can't even get

a date if he wants to keep his head on his shoulders. [more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 10:16 PM PST [Link]

Personal Leave
A Jarheads Novel
By Sean Michael
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

I'm not a writer. What little I know about writing a decent story I've learned
from reading and from friends. One thing I learned, one thing that really
stuck, was that stories have to be about people.

This story is not about people. It's about two dicks, and how their owners
use them. It's so mechanical, so predictable, and so without any hint of

erotic attraction that I can't say it worked for me as pornography. It's more like a badly-written
how-to novel that leaves out the most important instructions. [more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 10:14 PM PST [Link]
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Sunday, January 28, 2007

BLEACH 01 DVD
Released by VIZ Media

Review by Richard Mellott

When I first accepted this mission, it was with great trepidation. The extent
of my memories of other Manga-turned-movies was limited to Spirited
Away. This famous animated movie "... is a 2001 film by the Japanese
anime studio Studio Ghibli, written and directed by famed animator Hayao
Miyazaki. Spirited Away was named Best Animated Feature at the 75th
Academy Awards," according to my search engine blurb. Spirited Away, the
dialogue of which I found childish and often incomprehensible, set the
standard, so I was not impressed with anime back in its heyday.

With that in mind, leap to Wikipedia's current entry on the evolution of the Bleach manga. "The
Bleach manga was first released in August of 2001 in Japan's Weekly Shonen Jump magazine.
New Japanese chapters are featured weekly in the same magazine; 260 chapters have been
released as of January 26, 2007. The manga has been compiled into 25 tankobon by Shueish.
The first volume of the manga has sold over 1.25 million copies in Japan, and the series as a
whole has sold over 34 million volumes. In 2005, Bleach was awarded the prestigious
Shogakukan Manga Award in the shonen category." [more]

Posted by Richard Mellott @ 06:04 PM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, January 24, 2007

Eternal Darkness
Edited by Rob Knight
Published by Torquere Press, October 2006.

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

As a constant reader, my needs are simple. Just give me romance, sex,
fantasy and the supernatural, not necessarily in that order. So it was with
wonder and relief, also not necessarily in that order, that I undertook to
review this latest e-book from Torquere Press. My first impression of this
book was that it would contain a lot of stories about pissed-off vampires who

became blind as a result of an enemy's attack or a curse, who spend eternity preying blindly on all
mortals to get back at the one mortal who blinded them. It turned out to be a lot more interesting
than that! True, there were some stories about decadent, ageless playboys who spend their days
just laying about letting their portfolios grow and their nights pursuing hot young men. But even
they eventually succumb to the charms of that one special man who makes eternal life
worthwhile. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 10:42 AM PST [Link]
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Sunday, January 14, 2007

Law of Ueki, Vol. 3
by Tsubasa Fukuchi
VIZ

Buso Renkin, Vol. 1
by Nobuhiro Watsuki
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

Buso Renkin may be the first manga ever to provide a
good reason why its female lead must always wear a
miniskirt. The heroine Tokiko uses a magical weapon
called the Valkyrie Skirt, which consists of four
articulated robot arms with swords at the ends.

Visually it reminds me of the mechanical arms of Doctor Octopus in the Spider-Man comics, but
in an odd and disturbing twist, the appendages do not attach to Tokiko's torso, but instead
emerge from her thighs. Since those giant arms would never fit beneath jeans, a miniskirt is the
practical choice. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 01:00 PM PST [Link]
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Tuesday, January 9, 2007

Rurouni Kenshin: Voyage to the Moon World
Original Concept by Nobuhiro Watsuki
Written by Kaoru Shizuka
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

This novel based on the Rurouni Kenshin manga actually consists of two
separate stories, each involving a different work of art. In the first story, the
swordsman Kenshin and his friends try to recover a stolen copy of Jules
Verne's From the Earth to the Moon, and in the second the plot revolves
around a woodblock print called a nishiki-e. Both tie into the history and
politics of Japan. Both are also new stories, not rewritten episodes from the
manga, which ended its run last summer. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 10:48 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, January 6, 2007

Time Lag
Story by Shinobu Gothoh
Art by Hotaru Odagiri
Published by June Manga

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Okay, let me see if I can explain this plot:

Shirou Sawaguchi is athletic, hot and sensitive. He's been hurt by Satoru
and is still brooding about it. Gary Cooper would be perfect here. Satoru
Tendou is artistic, romantic and suffering from his unrequited, but hardly

secret, love for Shirou. Jean Arthur or Montgomery Clift would be great as Satoru. Seiichi Hiroi is
sleek, hot and elegant. He's waiting for Satoru to give up on Shirou and fall into his arms. This
really wouldn't be a bad Plan B for Satoru if he could see it. Cary Grant would be brilliant as
Seiichi.

Then, a love letter from Shirou to Satoru arrives... THREE YEARS LATE, but it still takes a while
to get to the happy ending. See? Time Lag. Ta da! [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:33 PM PST [Link]

Kissing
Story by Teiko Sasaki
Art by Shoko Takuku
Published by June Manga
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Review by Ginger Mayerson

Haru is shocked by the sudden confession from his best friend Kazushi and
the passionate kiss that follows! However, he can't bring himself to see the
perfect and widely admired Kazushi as anything more than a friend.
Determined to win Haru's admiration and love, Kazushi steals a kiss every
chance he can get. How long can Haru ward of his increasingly strong and

bold advances?

Well, it's yaoi, so you can guess how long Haru holds out. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:31 PM PST [Link]

Hero Heel, vol 1
Story and art by Makoto Tateno
Published by June Manga

Review by Ginger Mayerson

There's no business like show business, there's no business I know. Add
yaoi and stir.

So, Minami gets the lead role in a kid's superhero TV show and is initially
repelled and then intrigued by costar, Sawada's homosexuality. Oh, come
now, well, okay, for the purposes of plot, I can go with this, but anyone who

spends five minutes in show business is pretty inured to gays of both genders. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:28 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, December 31, 2006

Phantom Power Comics Podcast #5

Jenni Moody reviews Passion 1, 2, and 3, and Surrogates trade paperback
for J LHLS.

Please give her a listen.

Posted by Editor @ 06:19 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, December 23, 2006

Everyday Spectres: The Collectors
By Camilla Bruce
A Torquere Press e-book, published November 2006

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Here I go again, reviewing yet another e-book by Torquere Press. The story
was short and sweet, so I'll try to keep my review the same way.

First of all: I loved this little story! I mean that literally, it's only fifty-seven
printed pages long once you've downloaded it. So if anyone asks you what

it's about, you can say it's about 57 pages long. Okay, okay, I'll behave! "The Collectors" is a
modern fairy tale about dragons, knights and princesses, with one important exception: all the
main characters are gay males. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 07:07 PM PST [Link]

R.O.D.: Read or Die, Vol. 2
Story by Hideyuki Kurata
Art by Shutaro Yamada
English Translation and Adaptation by Steve Ballati
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

"Your actions amount to heresy. More to the point, they are against school
rules." - Read or Die
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In this episode of R.O.D., history teacher Yomiko Readman uses her
mystical powers over paper to do battle with bullies, and also investigates a

secret underground library holding ancient Chinese texts of great power. Yomiko is a bookworm
whose magical abilities seem to come from her wholehearted love of books. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 12:47 PM PST [Link]
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Thursday, December 14, 2006

Trinity Blood: Chapter 2 (DVD)
Funimation
Trinity Blood Website

Review by Tom Good

"Thinking of things is your strong point. My strong point is not thinking of
things." -- Trinity Blood, Chapter 2

Trinity Blood seems designed to confound our expectations. The post-
apocalyptic future looks a lot like the past. The Pope is a child, and priests
can be robots or vampires. The hero, Abel Nightroad, acts like a bashful

geek most of the time -- when he isn't transformed into a terrifying killing machine. And the
sexiest character so far is a nun.

Sister Noelle is drawn like a stripper whose nun costume is destined to be on the floor within
minutes. Yet she also has the power to see feelings "in the way most people see colors" and
track where people have been. In the English dub, Christine Auten gives Noelle a pleasantly
sultry voice, but also conveys her thoughtful and sensitive sides. This makes her relationship with
Abel Nightroad convincing and interesting, as well as funny. The skillful balance in this
performance is just one reason why I enjoyed Chapter 2 even more than Chapter 1. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 07:39 PM PST [Link]
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Edited by Rob Knight
E-book published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

'Eternal Darkness' is a collection of stories about vampires, with a nice little
twist: they're all gay and they're all blind. And they all have sex a lot, so
there's the porn element.

The sex is – well, workmanlike. They get right to it. All the parts fit into the
right slots; every story includes everything you might want to read about. Or do.

But the stories, and the characters...you'd think that a gay, blind vampire would have led a
different, more dangerous, more exciting life. Even the one who was born a slave and buried alive
has settled into a nice vampiric middle age with secure investments. They have nothing better to
do than cruise bars and coffeehouses, and they're always waiting for that One True Love, the guy
who wanders off with them and is willing – no, eager – to be Changed, and live happily ever after.
[more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 08:31 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, December 10, 2006

Ranma ½: The Final Episode, (Vol. 36)
Story and Art by Rumiko Takahashi
English Language Version produced by VIZ, 2006

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

As devoted readers of my reviews know (or would know if there actually
were any devoted readers of my reviews) I luuuuuv Rumiko Takahashi and
of all my favorite Takahashi favorites, the Ranma ½ series is my favorite-
est. Therefore my expectations were high when I picked up this the final
volume of my favorite-est favorite manga ever.

Takahashi herself pumps up the volume by putting a picture on the cover
that fans have waited the whole series to see -- reluctant fiancées Ranma

and Akane in full wedding gear. I won’t give away the end, but I will tell you that you the cover is
not simply part of a bait and switch ploy. You do get to see Ranma and Akane in those lovely
white outfits. Wedding invitations do go out. The ceremony… Okay, I’m shutting up now. You
have to read the manga to find out. To cut any stress-inducing suspense out of this review, let me
go ahead and tell you that I think you should read the manga. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 06:32 PM PST [Link]

Julius Winsome: A Novel
By Gerard Donovan
Published by The Overlook Press

Review by Kathryn Ramage

I probably shouldn't have read this book so soon after Tales of Woodsman
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Pete. While I was reading Julius Winsome, a sentence from my Woodsman
Pete review kept popping into my head: "It's a lonely existence... and it's
made him a mite peculiar."

Julius Winsome lives a lonely existence in a cabin in the woods with only
two companions: a dog named Hobbes and the collection of books left to him by his father. There
was also once a girl-friend, who suggested he get a dog to keep him company, and has since left
him for someone else. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 01:05 PM PST [Link]
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Sunday, December 3, 2006

Trinity Blood: Chapter 1
Funimation
Trinity Blood Website

Review by Tom Good

In a future post-apocalyptic world, a vampire hijacks an airship and
threatens to crash it into the Vatican. So begins Trinity Blood, the story of
traveling priest Abel Nightroad, a Vatican agent and a powerful weapon in
the church's war against the vampires. Nightroad has an affable, if a bit
awkward personality most of the time, but that all changes when he
activates his "Cruznik" nanomachines and turns into a type of vampire who

feeds on other vampires. This anime's great visuals drew me into the story right away and kept
me glued to the screen. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:14 PM PST [Link]

May Bird: Among the Stars
By Jodi Lynn Anderson
Published by Atheneum

Reviewed by Kathryn Ramage

This is the middle book of a trilogy, a charming but quirky children's story
about a little girl named May Bird, from Briery Swamp, West Virginia, who
has been transported into the Ever After, the land where dead people go,
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except that May is still living. (This happened in Book 1, which I haven't
read.)

This second book in the series follows up on May's adventures in the Ever
After as she tries to find a way to go home. The Lady of the North Farm, a mysterious Mother
Nature-ish figure who is known for her "Acts of great kindness and similarly tremendous
nastiness," has summoned May to her with to ask something of her; she also has it in her power
to grant May's wish in return. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 09:56 AM PST [Link]
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Saturday, December 2, 2006

Dr. DeBunko: Debunker of the Supernatural
by Chris Wisnia
Salt Peter Press

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

Here is a comic for the grouchy scientists among you. Chris Wisnia, author
of The Lump, has a new compilation of one of his characters, originally
featured in his faux yellow rag Tabloia. Dr. DeBunko, sort of a PZ Myers-as-
Caine-in-Kung-Fu, is a skeptic that walks the earth attempting to disabuse
the gullible of their various harmful superstitions.

As Wisnia says, "I think this is a fascinating subject matter, that so many
people believe so many different things, and once they believe it, it’s almost impossible to sway
their views, even with facts. To each person, their “reality” is how they view their world based on
their beliefs. Whether it’s their belief in science, their particular religion, UFOs and aliens,
government conspiracies, miracle diets, Santa Claus, or whatever."¹ [more]

Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 07:33 AM PST [Link]

Thursday, November 30, 2006

Project X Seven Eleven
by Tadashi Ikuta and Naomi Kimura
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good
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When I lived in Japan, I liked to stop by Seven Eleven and pick up a rice ball
snack called onigiri. I told a Japanese friend that when I returned to
America, I would suffer because the Seven Eleven stores there wouldn't
carry onigiri. He laughed and shook his head. "Come on," he said, "there
aren't any Seven Elevens in America. It's a Japanese company!"

Of course, my friend was mistaken: Seven Eleven began in America before crossing the Pacific
to Japan. But the stores' great success in Japan convinced a native that they must have been a
home-grown idea. This manga tells the story of how a few Japanese businessman discovered
Seven Eleven in America, then struggled to adapt the concept to Japan. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 01:11 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, November 29, 2006

VIZ releases BLEACH on DVD

VIZ just released the first volume of the BLEACH anime series on DVD. I have not seen this DVD
yet, so this is not a review, but I am interested in this release. The anime series premiered
September 9th on Cartoon Network’s Adult Swim, and follows the adventures of Ichigo, a fifteen-
year old student with the ability to see ghosts. The manga series by Tite Kubo has sold over 33.5
million copies in Japan, and the series has also spawned a variety of video games on the Sony
PSP, Nintendo DS, Playstation 2, and other platforms. 

Posted by Tom Good @ 11:08 PM PST [Link]

Maison Ikkoku, volume 5
DVD Collector’s Box Set
By Rumiko Takahashi
Originally released by Kitty Films 1986
English Language version produced by VIZ 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

You don’t have to be a Rumiko Takahashi fanatic to enjoy this series, but it
helps. If you loved Urusei Yatsura, Ramna ½ and Inuyasha for the fantasy
elements and martial arts and hoped to find more here, then you will be
sadly disappointed. However, if you enjoyed the above for the humor and

romance, then Maison has a chance. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 09:06 AM PST [Link]

Monday, November 27, 2006

Project X Datsun Fairlady Z
by Akira Yokoyama
Digital Manga Publishing
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Review by Tom Good

In postwar Japan, corporate public relations did not yet exist in its present
form, and "the automobile was still widely considered to be nothing but a
motorized delivery cart." The idea of an affordable, mass-produced sports
car was still "an unrealistic dream within a dream." But in this environment,
a few visionaries at Nissan Motors designed and created the car that would
eventually become America's best-selling sports car of all time: the Datsun

240Z (known as the Fairlady Z in Japan). This nonfiction manga explains the history of that car,
from the origin of the name "Datsun," all the way through design, testing and production. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 07:33 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, November 24, 2006

J LHLS is pleased to present the winner of the 2006 Women Comics
Podcasters Grant:

Jenni Moody of the Phantom Power Comics Podcast

Please give her a listen. She's got fascinating things to say in a great voice
with excellent production values.

Posted by Editor @ 06:58 PM PST [Link]

Dr. Sketchy's Official Rainy Day Colouring Book
by Molly Crabapple and John Leavitt
Published by Sepulculture Books
Release date: December 6, 2006

Review by Ginger Mayerson

The official companion volume to the Williamsburg cabaret life-drawing
class that has become an international phenomenon! Dr. Sketchy's Official
Rainy Day Colouring Book is one part DIY handbook, one part activity
book on acid, and one part history of the Sketch Revolution. To sweeten the
broth, Molly Crabapple and John Leavitt have added dozens of photos,
paper dolls, colouring book pages and puppets of Amber Ray, Lolita Haze,

Little Brooklyn, Audra Gwarskitty,and all your other favorite Dr. Sketchy's models.

This is going to be an adorable book. I know this because the advance copy I got is adorable. It is
indeed "... one part DIY handbook, one part activity book on acid, and one part history of the
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Sketch Revolution" and has a bit of business savvy and good sense tossed in here and there
where it slides gently into the consciousness and will be useful in all the readers' future
endeavors. I loved the history, interviews, and anecdotes very much and the paper dolls! I love
paper dolls! I never cut them out, but I love looking at them. There are all kinds of nifty drawings
in it and some good advice, too. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 02:32 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, November 18, 2006

BAAU Down, Vol. 5
Bay Area Artists Unite Comic Anthology

Review by Tom Good

This comic anthology by the art club Bay Area Artists Unite begins with
Sandwich, a cute story about a daydreaming girl and her snail, by Aranda
Dill. From there it meanders through a variety of artistic styles and formats,
including pinups, manga-style comics and even some photography. It
provides an interesting look at some work by young artists from the San
Francisco Bay area. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 05:47 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, November 16, 2006

Tales of Woodsman Pete (with full particulars)
By Lilli Carre
Published by Top Shelf Productions

Review by Kathryn Ramage

The Tales of Woodsman Pete is a collection of darkly humorous short
comics, or graphic vignettes, most of them only 3-4 pages long, all about...
well, Woodsman Pete.

Woodsman Pete, you may infer from his name, lives in a cabin in the woods. It's a lonely
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existence, far away from the outside world, and it's made old Pete a mite peculiar. He keeps a
tally of the years by chopping off lengths of his beard and nailing them to the wall. His dearest
friends are his taxidermed animals, especially a bearskin rug named Phillippe and a family of
moose-heads on the wall whom he confides in and tells stories to. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 01:42 PM PST [Link]

José Guadalupe Posada: 150 Years 
Artemio Rodríguez, Editor
2003 by La Mano Press

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

Everyone who celebrated the Mexican holiday Day of the Dead last
November 2 owes a debt to José Posada. The 19th century printmaker’s
etchings of creepy but playful skeletons, or calavera, are such a common
household decoration it can be difficult to remember that they had an
original creator.

José Guadalupe Posada’s artwork was pervasive in Mexico in the 19th century. At his peak, the
peasant-born, working class Posada illustrated text for 12 newspapers, as well as issuing
broadsheets, sensationalized handouts that played up the general public’s taste for the lurid,
describing in breathless detail murders, grotesque births, and sightings of the devil, as well as
poking fun at corrupt political figures. In fact, Posada’s use of skeletons to represent corruption
predates more well-known expressionists.

Although somewhat unknown in the United States, there has recently been a revival of his work in
Mexico. Artists such as Diego Rivera have cited Posada as a primary influence, and at last his
work has begun to be elevated from commercialized folklore to the respect it deserves, and his
influence in shaping modern Mexican art is acknowledged. [more]

Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 05:44 AM PST [Link]

Wednesday, November 15, 2006

Going Down in La-La Land
By Andy Zeffer
Published by Southern Tier Editions

Review by Logan

Although I'm reviewing this "novel," I have to come clean. I didn't finish it.
But therein lies the review: it wasn't worth reading to the end.

The title alone, "Going Down in La-La Land," suggests that this is going to
be a seductive tale of sex, lies, and porn in LA. Unfortunately, the title is the
most seductive and titillating experience in the book. I thought writing about

sex was a slam dunk. Apparently, even a sex novel can be boring. [more]

Posted by Logan @ 11:45 AM PST [Link]
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Congratulations to Karl Christian and his Byron comics. We always knew you'd hit the big time
someday.

Previous J LHLS reviews before Karl became such a big deal on YouTube:

Schadenfreude! (the original Byron comic)

Putting Another Dark Cloud in the Sky

Angst Boy, numbers 4 and 5

You can get all these and more! by contacting Karl, um, through his LJ (I guess). I know there's a
spiffy reissue of Schadenfreude! and I'm pretty sure Karl has a few Angst Boys etc tucked away
somewhere.

Posted by Editor @ 09:48 AM PST [Link]
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Thursday, November 9, 2006

Freighter Flights
By Drew Zachary
Published by Torquere Press eBooks, July 2006

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

This is the second ebook I've reviewed for Torquere Press and I have to
admit that I'm a little disappointed. You would think that as a fan of Star Trek
slash fiction, I would be in my element reading a gay romance set in a
futuristic sci-fi universe. Unfortunately, Drew Zachary's space opera hits
only a few notes and makes no attempt to develop anything beyond the
characters' relationship, which is purely sexual. In fact, this story comes

very close to being a PWP (as in Plot? What Plot?). [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 02:13 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, November 5, 2006

Sakura Taisen
Story by Ohji Hiroi
2005 by TokyoPop

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

So, this is Manga. I’ve heard of it, but I’ve never read it before, or even seen
it, and didn’t know you read it back to front and right to left. But ignorance
has never stopped me from doing anything before, so on with the review!
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Sakura Taisen, or “Cherry Blossom War,” is a cute enough story, and
seems aimed at the young teenage set. The scene is set in Tokyo, in 1921.
Ensign Ogami, a young Navy man, is given what at first blush appears to be

a demeaning, insulting assignment: he is relegated to a theatre, and forced to work as a ticket
taker. Surrounded by spoiled young actresses all day, he grows increasingly grumpy, feeling like
his talent as a soldier is being wasted. During his stay at the Grand Imperial Theatre, he notices
that the young ladies, acting skills aside, not only seem to be proficient at weaponry, but
occasionally show the ability for telekinesis as well. And there’s also the obligatory village getting
attacked by monsters and giant robots, too. [more]

Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 08:30 PM PST [Link]
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Monday, October 30, 2006

Only the Ring Finger Knows, vol 3
By Satoru Kannagi
Translated by Duane Johnson
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I love these novels... I love these novels... I love these novels... I love these
two novels (actually, they're novellas if that applies) that make up OTRFK 3
- "The Ring Finger Falls Silent" and "Your Confession in Both Hands" - very
much. These titles puzzle me a little, they're so much more lurid than what
goes on in the books, but that didn't interfere with my enjoyment of the

stories. Nothing could interfere with my enjoyment of these stories. And just to prove how tough I
am, I have "Apocalypse Now" going in the background and it's not even interfering with my
enjoyment of writing this review. Because... I love these novels... They make me happy. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 06:22 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, October 29, 2006

The Homeless Channel
by Matt Silady
Sunday Morning Comics

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

When I was about thirteen or fourteen, I overheard my tennis coach, Mark, and his assistant, Tim,
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talking about a girl who had just stopped by the front desk at the tennis center to schedule a
lesson.

"Do you think she's pretty?" asked Mark after she left. "I can't tell."

"Mmm, I don't know," said Tim. "I think she just missed."

I have no idea why this little snippet of conversation stuck around in my brain for 23 years, unless
it stayed specifically to provide me with an apt analogy for what I feel about Matt Silady's graphic
serial novel The Homeless Channel. [more]

Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 08:53 PM PST [Link]

Interview with Toko Kawai

I was lucky enough to sit down with Ms. Kawai and her editor at Libre, Ms.
Toshiko Maki, on October 19, 2006, right before Yaoi-con (which I was not
able to attend [yes, the wound still aches]). This interview was superbly
translated by Ms. Amelia Cantlay, courtesy of Digital Manga, Inc., for yours
truly and my trusty tape recorder in DMI HQ's spacious conference room
with its lovely panoramic views of Gardena, California.

Interview by Ginger Mayerson

Ginger Mayerson: This is kind of a funny question to start with, but do
you speak French?

Toko Kawai: No, I don't know French.

GM: I ask because there are so many references to France and French words in "Our
Everlasting" that I was wondering.

TK: I have a bi-lingual friend and she gave me advice on the French parts.

GM: I'm not bi-lingual, but I do understand French and the French in the books was very well
done. I was impressed.

TK: Thank you.

GM: What are you working on these days? [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 04:21 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, October 28, 2006

Princess Princess
By Mikiyo Tsuda

Day of the Revolution
By Mikiyo Tsuda
Published by Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Up until this morning, I wasn't going to review either of
these titles because I felt they were inherently
misogynistic and I had not idea how to give that a

positive spin. Then the other evening I was rambling on and on about this very subject - how
much I love Digital Manga, but not these titles, and why - when I looked up at my dinner
companions who were staring at me with those hackneyed "What-in-God's-name-are-you-
talking-about?" looks unenlightened people get when I discuss important cultural issues above a
whisper. Poor lambs. But in the process of shocking innocent bystanders at dinner (heh heh
heh), I adjusted my position on these manga and have decided they're not as misogynistic as I
originally thought; nobody goes un-mocked in these manga. Most impressive. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10:36 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, October 26, 2006

801 Media Inc. Launches at Yaoi Con 2006 and Unveils its Website!

Los Angeles, CA, October 27, 2006 – 801 Media Inc., a sister company of Digital Manga
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Publishing, launched this past weekend at Yaoi Con 2006. The new publishing company will
focus on edgier and more explicit yaoi compared to its sister Juné Manga.

Opening with a suite party at Yaoi Con 2006, 801 Media Inc employees introduced participants to
the new company with style. The company’s initial line-up of titles includes:

1. Ichigenme… The First Class is Civil Law by Fumi Yoshinaga
2. Love is Like a Hurricane by Tokiya Shimazaki
3. Bond(z) by Toko Kawai
4. Affair by Shuiko Kano
5. The Sky Over My Spectacles by Mio Tennohji
6. My Paranoid Next Door Neighbor by Kazuka (Haruka) Minami

The books will be produced in the authentic Japanese style – retain dust jackets and the full color
pin-up and read from right to left. For information on where to purchase 801 Media Inc manga and
the release schedule of books, please visit the site at www.801media.com.

Posted by Editor @ 11:40 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, October 24, 2006

Cold Sleep
By Narise Konohara
Translated by Douglas W. Dlin and Iroi
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

"If there was a spring in his heart filling up with feelings of love, he wanted
to see it. He wanted to see what couldn't be seen.", page 119, "Cold Sleep"

First let me say "Cold Sleep" is superbly translated, edited and has the
excellent production values of Digital Manga titles. I don't know Japanese

so I've no idea how the translation stacks up against the original, but the book I read is a beautiful
story beautifully told. I have had issues with other translations of yaoi manga, but this translation
is so well done, I was completely swept away by the deceptively simple story. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:54 PM PST [Link]

Close the Last Door
Written and Illustrated by Yugi Yamada
Published by the Juné imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

You cannot watch "Apocalypse Now" and review a yaoi manga afterwards.
In my case I couldn't do much of anything for the rest of the night.

But it's a whole new day here Chez Mayerson, and "Close the Last Door" is
one of the best, funniest, fastest-paced yaoi mangas I've ever read. If
Howard Hawks directed it in the way he directed "His Girl Friday," he'd cast

the wacky love triangle with Gary Cooper, Cary Grant, and Jimmy Stewart, and it wouldn't matter
which one was playing which role, because they'd each be perfect in every role. Yes, the men in it
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suffer, but it's so much from their own wackiness it's funny. Well, I thought it was funny. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:52 PM PST [Link]

Rin!
Story by Satoru Kannagi
Art by Yukine Honami
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

"Rin!" This Shonen-ai manga is utterly adorable. With a story by Satoru
Kannagi (Only the Ring Finger Knows) and art by Yukine Honami (Desire),
how could it be anything else? I was very glad when I heard that this was
the creative team on this book because I loved the are on "Desire," but
didn't like the story very much. Although I was completely bewitched by the

story in "Only the Ring Finger Knows" (I am the way I am because way back in 2004 Isaac Lew
put a copy in the first box from Digital Manga and I've been a sucker for Shonen-ai ever since),
I've run hot and cold on the artwork (I like Hotaru Odagiri's art in "Time Lag" better thank OTRFK,
which came two years later). Anyway, Kannagi and Honami on this manga are like Rodgers and
Hamerstein, Astaire and Rogers, Gin and Tonic, they are, to sum up, a helluva team. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:51 PM PST [Link]

The Man Who Doesn't Take Off His Clothes, vol. 1
By Narise Konohara
Illustrations by Yuki Shimizu
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Wherein 
I write of many things, 
a few of them even 
related to this novel. 
[more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:43 PM PST [Link]

Don't Worry Mama
By Narise Konohara
Illustrations by Yuki Shimizu
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

"Don't Worry Mama" is one of those two guys get stranded somewhere
and, for whatever collection of reasons, start having sex with each other
kind of stories. The difference with this story is that only one of the guys is
hot; the other is grotesque, repulsive and has a terrible personality. A lot
of the story centers around how the hot gay guy, Yuchi, falls in love with
his disgusting mama's boy boss, Imakura, who is so changed by the

ordeal and the sex that he becomes more lovable, or at least less grotesque and repulsive.
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[more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:09 PM PST [Link]

Monday, October 23, 2006

Resurrection
By Tucker Malarkey
Published Riverhead Books

Review by Kathryn Ramage

Just a short review. If you liked The DaVinci Code, you'll probalby like this
book too. It's in a similar vein, loosely based on the 1940s discovery of the
Dag Hammadi gospels in Egypt.

After the end of World War II, when her archeologist father dies after
sending her a cryptic letter from Cairo, Gemma Bastion goes to Egypt
herself; she retraces her father's steps to find out what he discovered just

before his death, and why he was killed for it. The Gnostic texts Gemma discovers show some
major divergences from the accepted gospel, especially regarding the view of women in the early
Church. Gemma's efforts to find and recover these texts also lead her through a personal spiritual
journey. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 01:20 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, October 22, 2006

Dying For It
Edited by Mitzi Szereto
Published March, 2006 by Thunder’s Mouth Press

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

It wouldn’t be too strong of an overstatement to say I dreaded reading this
collection of erotica. I didn’t know for sure what to expect, but I suspected it
was either stories about necrophilia, or just as bad, story after story of
women murdered during sex. Or that the stories, like most erotica, would be
unbearably hackneyed.

This dread didn’t lessen with reading the first story, either, although I was
relieved to see neither necrophilia nor misogyny factored into it. The story itself, though, about a
Muslim woman and a white man joining the Mile High club on the hijacked September 11th flight
from Boston to L.A. left me cold. Maybe I’m just not ready to view the events of that day as
acceptable jack off fodder. [more]

Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 08:39 PM PST [Link]

Saiyuki Reload Gunlock, Vol. 2
Geneon

Review by Tom Good
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The first half of this DVD falls so squarely into the anime category of "a
bunch of guys yelling and fighting" that I can't think of a better way to
describe it. If you're in the mood for that sort of thing, it does entertain, like
an exciting drag race full of noise and speed. The plot becomes funnier and
more interesting by the third episode, "Cursed Board Game." Here the
Sanzo party finds and plays an enchanted board game where the game
moves turn out to have dangerous real-life consequences. The goofy, over-

the-top magic in this one had me laughing.

The anime changes style again in the DVD's final episode, "The Red-Haired Woman," and offers
a suspenseful romance. Gojyo meets a half-demon redhead who is sent to trap and betray him,
but their relationship quickly becomes more complicated. This was my favorite story of Volume 2
because it had the most character development. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 01:32 PM PST [Link]
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Tuesday, October 17, 2006

Gen13 #1
Writer: Gail Simone
Art: Talent Caldwell and Matt "Batt" Banning
Publisher: DC/Wildstorm Press

Review by Chad Denton

Nostalgia and relaunches are the watchwords these days in mainstream
comics, and to go along with their reconstruction of the main DC line in the
wake of the "Infinite Crisis" crossover/event, DC Comics is also rebuilding
the Wildstorm line of titles from the ground-up.

"Gen13" is a surprising choice for a revamping for a number of reasons, and
in fact if DC wasn't attempting a line-wide Wildstorm revival, it seems doubtful we'd even be
discussing this title. First, "Gen13" was a thinly-veiled "X-Men" for the 1990s that became
associated, because of the manufactured buzz around it and its 90s Image-style uber-
cheesecake art, with some of the worst excesses of the comic industry boom of the mid-1990s.
Then there's the fact that Gen13, in style and content, was very much a comic book for the 1990s
-- there was even a character named "Grunge," which just really, really displays short-term
thinking. Finally, there was the controversy over Rainmaker, a lesbian character that seemed to
exist only to draw in the fanboys (although, curiously enough, Grunge, whose buff body usually
went about topless, was very much a beefcake counterpoint). Despite these problems, "Gen13"
was a title with promise, especially under Adam Warren who pushed the title into a niche that
wouldn't have been thought possible to anyone who simply saw the basic concept on paper. Still,
"Gen13" would have bee among my last choices for a serious attempt at revival. [more]
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Posted by Chad Denton @ 08:02 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, October 15, 2006

Socrates in Love
By Kyochi Katayama
English Translation by Akem Wegmuller
English Language version published by
Viz Media, San Francisco 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Socrates in Love is a sad, occasionally funny, frequently very wise, little
book. Despite the utter simplicity of the plot (boy meets girl, boy loses girl)
and the youth of its main characters, it is a mature exploration of the nature
of love. In my opinion, it's the sort of book that Eric Segal's Love Story

wanted to be but was too brashly bourgeoisie to truly achieve. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 05:08 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, October 14, 2006

An Agreement Among Gentlemen
By Chris Owen
A Torquere Press ebook, August 2006 (also available in paperback)

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Being a devotee of period romances, usually set in England's Regency and
Victorian Periods, I was curious to see what this kind of romance was like
from a gay man's point of view. So when it was suggested that I review an
e-book about gay romance during the Victorian Era, I rose to the challenge.
So does our intrepid hero Edward Munrow, the second son of a deceased,

untitled gentleman who has been living on his older brother's largesse in his London home since
their father passed on. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 07:31 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, October 8, 2006

"The staff of June Manga wanted to give a shout out to all the German yaoi fans that stopped by
our booth at the Frankfurt Book Fair. And congrats to the lucky lady that got her hands on an
advanced copy of Rin! and Only the Ring Finger Knows Novel Volume 3 (The Ring Finger Falls
Silent)!!!"
June Manga goes to Germany!, June blog, October 7, 2006

Posted by Editor @ 11:15 AM PST [Link]
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Saturday, October 7, 2006

Von Allan to appear at the 11th annual Small Press Expo. [more]

Posted by Editor @ 09:00 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, October 3, 2006

American Dream
by Artemio Rodriguez
La Mano Press

Review by Tom Good

"[ . . . ] the linoleum plate is a black space that is full of possibilities. When I
cut into it I am creating; hence, every space I do not cut into is a space that
holds the potential for me to do more. Instead of throwing away these
possibilities, I go on carving figures that I integrate into a larger

composition." - Artemio Rodriguez

As this quote indicates, Artemio Rodriguez often fills his prints with detail, allowing thin lines and
smaller figures to support the main composition. The fine lines swirling through space make many
of his prints seem to overflow with energy, even when the subject remains static. Unlike the
"speed lines" seen in manga, these do not suggest motion, but rather a hypnotic tranquility.

Many of his subjects have religious themes, and Adam and Eve make multiple appearances. In
one case they wear modern briefs instead of fig leaves, and Adam sports urban-looking tattoos.
Angels, devils, Death, and unusual creatures also inhabit the prints, giving the book an
otherworldly quality. [more]
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Friday, September 29, 2006

Unqueering the Deal
By Allison Burnett

Three years ago I published my first novel. Set in 1984 Manhattan,
Christopher tells the story of a young man struggling to revive his hope and
idealism after they have been trampled to death by his unfaithful actress-
wife. What sets the novel apart from the hundreds of other adulterous-
actress survival yarns published each year is that it is narrated by
Christopher's next-door neighbor – a fat, balding, middle-aged, erudite,
chemically imbalanced, alcoholic gay man named B.K. Troop. Fueled by
thwarted lust for his hopelessly straight neighbor, B.K. narrates both
Christopher's outer and inner life – a point of view which B.K. immodestly
dubs the "first-person virtually omniscient."

Despite my female name and passion for antiques, I am a straight male, yet it had never occurred
to me that letting a gay man narrate my novel was a big deal, but it was. When my straight male
friends read the manuscript, most reacted with genuine alarm, some with horror. Was I insane?
What if people confused me with B.K.? What if people thought I was gay? This struck me as
absurd. For years, I had been writing screenplays about women without anyone ever accusing
me of being a woman. (Five minutes in a bright room with me naked and it's fairly obvious that I'm
not.) [more]

Posted by Allison Burnett @ 01:42 PM PST [Link]
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House Beautiful
By Allison Burnett
Published by Carroll and Graf

Review by Julia Hendricks

BK Troop, the reluctant hero of Christopher, is back in House Beautiful.

With the death of a friend, BK inherits the House Beautiful, which is large
and beautiful and more than he can afford to maintain. Making a virtue out
of necessity, he decides to recreate himself as the landlord and mentor of a
colony of artists paying reduced rents, and one young scientist
masquerading as a poet. [more]

Posted by Julia Hendricks @ 10:03 AM PST [Link]

Monday, September 25, 2006

The Lump
By Chris Wisnia
Salt Peter Press

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

There is so much going on in Chris Wisnia’s compilation of The Lump, his
hardboiled, macabre murder mystery told through tabloid-colored glasses,
that I’m not exactly sure what to focus on. In fact, I don’t think I read it
correctly, or, at least, it is perhaps put together in a way that pulled me in
two different directions, making it difficult to give my full attention to either
one. Which is kind of a shame, because both paths Wisnia takes the reader
down are an awful lot of fun. [more]
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Friday, September 22, 2006

Space Pirate Captain Herlock: The Endless Odyssey
Vol 2. "Outside Legend"
Based on the comic "Space Pirate Captain Herlock" by Leiji Matsumoto
2002 VAP-NTV
English Language Version: Geneon 2004

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

In my enthusiasm for linking pirates and politics, I forgot to mention a few
things in my last review that might be of more than passing interest to
someone wondering if they should buy the DVD. Don't worry, gentle reader,
this is a four part series. I've got plenty of time to tell all. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 12:50 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, September 19, 2006

The Conrad Boys
Director: Justin Lo
Studio: Newport Films

Review by Logan

There's only one reason to watch the film: actor Nick Bartzen. Nick plays
supporting character Jordan Rivers, a wrong-side-of-the-tracks hottie who
is also the main love interest of the film. His cute, squinty, perfect smile
steals the show, although there wasn't that much to steal.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B0001DCYPA/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B0001DCYPA/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://www.comm.unt.edu/faculty/taylor_bio.htm
http://imdb.com/title/tt0468463/


J LHLS Archives: September 2006

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-09172006-09232006.htm[4/27/2019 2:34:43 PM]

While I respect the attempt at a coming of age story, I was left wondering
how the main character Charlie (played by Lo) grows and what choices he

ends up making. I would have loved to see any one of the various plot lines developed more fully.
Instead, it felt like very little had been resolved at the end of the movie. Even worse, it seemed
that Charlie hadn't grown or changed much as a result of his experiences. [more]

Posted by Logan @ 12:35 PM PST [Link]
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Monday, September 11, 2006

Kumoricon 2006

By Tom Good

This year's Kumoricon was larger than last year, with over 2200 fans in
attendance, and the new location at the Jantzen Beach Red Lion provided
scenic views of the Columbia River. Guests included anime producer

Toshifumi Yoshida, voice actors Tiffany Grant and Kirk Thornton, Michael Gombos and Carl
Gustav Horn from Dark Horse Comics, comedy group Bakazoku, and musician Piano Squall. As
always, seeing the elaborate costumes created and worn by the fans was a large part of the fun.
[more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 11:19 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, September 10, 2006

Puro Muerto
Published by La Mano Press

Review by Kathryn Ramage

The Day of the Dead, which occurs on November 1-2, is celebrated in
Mexico and other Spanish-speaking countries (and parts of the U.S. with
large Hispanic communities); artwork plays a large part in this, featuring
images of the dead.
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This book is a collection of such artwork, created for the Day of the Dead by
various artists--mostly Los Angelenos, according to the foreword in both

English and Spanish by editors Artemio Rodriguez (who is also a contributing artist) and Jose
Orozco, but the work of the classic "Dead" Mexican broadside artist, Jose Guadalupe Posada.
[more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 12:17 PM PST [Link]
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Thursday, September 7, 2006

She's the Man
Director: Andy Flickman
Studio: Paramount Home Video

Review by Logan

I recently watched "She's the Man" on DVD. The most important thing to
know about this movie: Channing Tatum is one hot piece of man meat.
Second, Amanda Bynes was cute and endearing in her role. Third, I think

I'm in love with a boy whose name starts with "Ch" and ends with "anning". [more]

Posted by Logan @ 03:01 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, September 2, 2006

Here Comes The Sun, The Spiritual and Musical Journey of George
Harrison
by Joshua M. Greene
Published by John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2006

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Let me say right from the beginning: I loved this book! Despite the obvious
proselytizing on behalf of the Hindu religion -- what used to be known as
Krishna Consciousness here in the States -- Joshua M. Greene, writer and
producer for PBS and the Disney Channel (he also wrote "Justice at
Dachau" and "Witness: Voices from the Holocaust", which was made into a
PBS-TV documentary), has written a tender, loving account of the life of

George Harrison, before and after the Beatles, and how his faith in Krishna helped him to
overcome all the emotional and financial setbacks in his life, ultimately allowing him to die with
grace after losing his battle with brain cancer. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 01:11 PM PST [Link]
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Monday, August 21, 2006

Inheritance (DC Universe)
By Devin Grayson
Published by Warner Books

Review by Logan

DC Universe: Inheritance
by Devin Grayson

I picked this book up because I'd heard there were some gay undertones
contained within. While reading the book I came to this realization: Green
Arrow is a big gay homosexual. I always thought that the handlebar
mustache and that feather in his cap implied a flamboyance of sorts. In this
novel, though, the author takes GA's questionable sexuality a bit further.

[more]

Posted by Logan @ 03:02 PM PST [Link]

Abundance: A Novel of Marie Antoinette
By Sena Jeter Naslund
Published William Morrow (HarperCollins)
Publication date: October 2006

Reviewed by Kathryn Ramage

This is a sympathetic view of the Austrian-born French queen, written in the
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first person, beginning on the day she first arrives in France as an
underdeveloped 14-year-old girl to be married to the Dauphin, and ending
as she waits for the guillotine blade to descend.

It's also an attempt by the author to dispel some of the myths that have
accumulated around Marie Antoinette (for example, she never said anything like "Let them eat
cake."), while at the same time acknowledging some of the queen's faults and errors that led to
her downfall, and the downfall of the ancien regime: her extravagances, her gambling, her
financial support of favored friends, and her propensity to overlook what was going on in France
and pay more attention to her games of "pretend," such as her elaborate plans for a rustic play-
village within the grounds of Versailles. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 02:28 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, August 20, 2006

The Clouds Above
by Jordan Crane
Published by Fantagraphics

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

Last week my mother sent me a Harlequin Romance novel. Pardon me, a
Harlequin Super Romance novel. What elevated this assembly-line bodice

ripper above the lesser bargain bin romance novels I’ll never know, because I took it to work the
next day, unopened, and tossed it into the blue storage bin the employees use as a library/free
book giveaway. It landed with a soft thwack, sliding across dozens of other copies of cheap pulp
fiction and layers of last week’s tabloids (same thing.) I don’t think my mother read it, either.
[more]

Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 08:02 PM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, August 16, 2006

The Meaning of Night: A Confession
By Michael Cox
Published W.W. Norton
Publication date: September 2006

Review by Kathryn Ramage

This novel starts with a murder, but not the murder our first-person narrator
and protagonist Edward Glapthorne plans to commit. This killing is of an
anonymous man Glapthorne has followed through the streets of London, as
a sort of dress rehearsal for the murder he truly intends, a poet named
Phoebus Rainsford Daunt. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 02:14 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, August 13, 2006

Enchanter, Vol. 1
by Izumi Kawachi
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

Haruhiko is a student who has fallen in love with his beautiful teacher Yuka.
Then a woman named Eukanaria who looks a lot like Yuka (but dresses
much more provocatively) descends through a magical portal and into his
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life. Haruhiko may be getting nowhere with Yuka, but Eukanaria definitely
wants his body. The bad news is that she is being pursued by demons, and
she wants his body for a supernatural experiment that does not sound

especially safe. She offers sexual favors in exchange for his cooperation, but will he agree to
become a raw material for her magic? [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 11:52 PM PST [Link]

The Archangels of Dreamland
By Steven L. Fawcette
Published by The Trophy Group

Review by Kathryn Ramage

The story begins like an old-fashioned sci-fi B-movie: two teenagers are
parked and making out in the local Lover's Lane--in this case, in Roswell,
New Mexico, in 1947--when a spaceship crash-lands nearby. The teens
investigate, only to find all but one alien dead in the crash. A jeep-load of
soldiers soon arrives to "clean up" the crash site and kill the one survivor.
But before he dies, the surviving alien touches the girl, Mary Jane, on the
navel... [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 01:15 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, August 11, 2006

They Found The Car
By Gipi
Published by Fantagraphics

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

When I was a child, one of my favorite ways to pass the time on long
nighttime car trips was to stare out the window at the darkened houses we
zipped past. We would drive on and on, the evenly spaced mailboxes
ticking off the time in visually rhythmic increments. Depending on the
lateness of the hour, most of the houses were dark. In some, a light would

burn from behind a closed curtain. Every now and then, a light would be on, and the curtain in the
room would still be open. I loved waiting for these flashing glimpses into other people’s lives.
Most of the time, the room would be empty. Occasionally, someone would be sitting on a couch,
watching TV or talking on the phone. Once, just once, I saw an elderly couple dancing in their
living room and laughing. I spent these road trips wondering about these people, how they
decorated their houses, what was important to them. It felt both detached and intimate at the
same time. [more]

Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 05:06 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, August 8, 2006

I Am Not Myself These Days: A Memoir
By Josh Kilmer-Purcell
Published by Harper Collins
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Review by Logan

I just finished reading "I Am Not Myself These Days" by Josh Kilmer-Purcell.
Typically I'm hesitant to pick up a gay novel or memoir. The others I've read
tend to exist for no other reason than their few explicit sex and drug scenes.
I find that the words in between are just filler -- poorly crafted filler at that.

"I Am Not Myself These Days" succeeds in ways other gay novels don't.
The novelty and candidness of the author's voice had me laughing out loud

by the first chapter. While the book deals with tough topics, namely the tragic demise of a bizarre
relationship, the unique metaphors and analogies kept me pleasantly amused and engaged. It's
Kilmer-Purcell's witty banter with the reader that separates this from other gay novels. [more]

Posted by Logan @ 02:16 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, August 4, 2006

Space Pirate Captain Herlock: The Endless Odyssey
Vol 1. "The Legend Returns"

Based on the comic “Space Pirate Captain Herlock” by Leiji Matsumoto
2002 VAP-NTV
English Language Version: Geneon 2004

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

What is it about pirates anyway? The swords? The clothes? The fey charms
of Johnny Depp and Orlando Bloom? I don’t know if I’m just being haunted
by the pile of "Captain Herlock" DVDs awaiting my review, but this has

definitely been Summer of the Pirates for me. Just last night, I ended up watching "Captain Blood"
and "Pirates of the Caribbean" back to back. This morning on the way to the grocery store, I was
surprised to find Cap’n Morgan grinning up at me from the ditch where he’d been discarded
Saturday night. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 04:50 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, August 3, 2006

Pussey!
By Daniel Clowes
Published by Fantagraphics

Reviewby Leigh Anne Wilson
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In the introduction to Daniel Clowes' latest graphic novel, Pussey! (That's
"poo-SAY," you barbarians!), Clowes writes about the inspiration for his
eponymous character: "I'm a little ashamed to admit it, but from the vantage
of middle age, I can say that the initial spark for many of the Pussey stories
came from some misplaced, low-grade desire for 'revenge.' Spending years
in a room working on stuff that nobody likes in a debased medium for no
money can take its toll on your self-esteem." [more]

Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 10:00 PM PST [Link]

Interview with Makoto Tateno, creator of Yellow

I had the pleasure of meeting the creator of "Yellow," Mokoto Tateno, at
Neotypes Station, which will continue to host a gallery show of Ms. Tateno's
illustrations through August 6 or 7, 2006 (please call Neotypes Station at
(213) 628-8883 for more information). This interview was superbly
translated by Amelia Cantlay, courtesy of DMP Books, for yours truly and
our very special drop-in spider guest (who was very quickly dispatched to
the next incarnation, yes, indeed).

Interview by Ginger Mayerson

Ginger Mayerson: What are you working on these days?

Mokoto Tateno: I'm working five manga series right now. "Hero Heel," "Noise," "Steal Moon,"
a shojo title that doesn't have a name yet, and "Angelic Room," which is a fantasy story.

GM: Which ones are yaoi? [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 01:33 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, August 2, 2006

The Black Tattoo
By Sam Enthoven
Published by Razorbill (Penguin Group)
Publication date: October 5, 2006

Review by Kathryn Ramage

A demon known as the Scourge has escaped from an ancient Order, the
Brotherhood of Sleep, which has kept him imprisoned for thousands of
years. When this demon possesses a mortal, it appears on its victim as an
elaborate black tattoo that moves around the surface of the skin.

With the Scourge running loose in modern-day London and the numbers of the Brotherhood of
Sleep growing too small to handle its recapture, one of the Brotherhood approaches two

http://www.fantagraphics.com/artist/clowes/clowes.html
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fourteen-year-old boys, Jack and Charlie... but is recruitment what he really has in mind? The
boys are brought back to the Brotherhood's headquarters, introduced to the remaining members
of the Order--including one very pretty girl around their own age named Esme; one suspects that
she's the reason they stay and listen to this fantastic tale of escaped demons, and agree to be
tested. During this test, something is transferred into Charlie, and now the boy bears a black
tattoo, and has gained some extraordinary powers, such as the abilities to defy the laws of
physics and dominate other people's minds. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 02:03 PM PST [Link]
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Tuesday, July 25, 2006

Insomnia 2
by Matt Broersma
Published by Fantagraphics

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

One of my favorite 4-panel cartoon from the Sunday funnies that I
remember reading when I was a kid was a Peanuts cartoon that had Lucy
psychoanalyzing Charlie Brown through one of his drawings.

"I see the man that you’ve drawn has his hands behind his back," she
observes. “This is a sign of insecurity and low self-esteem on the part of the

artist. It could also mean that the artist is hiding something, or is trying to get away with
something. Definitely untrustworthy. Also, it could mean –" [more]

Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 08:18 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, July 23, 2006

October 15, 2006 update: FileLodge.com offers 500MB and unlimited bandwidth.
Impressive, and, to some extent, renders this grant unnecessary. However, if you'd still like to
apply, we'll still be awarding three grant, but instead of 100MB, they'll be 300MB and everything
else is the same.

Women Comics Podcasters Grant

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society (J LHLS) is pleased to

http://www.fantagraphics.com/ignatz/ignatz.html
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offer three grants for one year of 300 MB of webstorage space each to three
women comics podcasters. Grant recipients will also receive two hours of
free consulting on podcasting techniques and specifications from Lene
Taylor of the I Read Comics podcast.

This webstorage may only be used for mp3 and graphics files.

To apply, please produce a fifteen to twenty-five minute long podcast on comics in mp3 format
and either email it to wcp@liheliso.com or mail it on a CD to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513
LA CA 90031-0513

on or before November 1, 2006.

On or before November 7, 2006 we will also need a link to the webpage that would be used for
your podcasts should you receive one of our WCP grants.

For more information, please visit the WCP wepbage or email the editor at wcp@liheliso.com.

We wish you the best of luck and look forward to your entry.

Posted by Editor @ 07:19 PM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, July 19, 2006

The Mistmantle Chronicles, Book Two: Urchin and the Heartstone
By M.I. McAllister
Published by Miramax/Hyperion Books for Children
Publication date: September 2006

Review by Kathryn Ramage

In the first book of the Mistmantle Chronicles, our hero Urchin, an orphan
with a mysterious past, helped to restore the true King Crispin to his rightful
throne on the Isle of Mistmantle. As this second book begins, Mistmantle is
preparing for Crispin's coronation, when a ship arrives from a neighboring
island called Whitewings, bringing Lord Treeth, an emissary from the King of

Whitewings, and his retinue. According to Treeth, refugees from Mistmantle, former followers of
the usurping Lord Husk, are making trouble in Whitewings; he asks that Crispin send Urchin to
aid them, since there is an ancient prophecy on their island.

Lord Treeth explains: "Far, far away in the past, it was said that a time would come when the
creatures of Whitewings would be in great need. A squirrel would come to our help, and be the
island's deliverer. This deliverer would be... A Marked Squirrel... A squirrel pale as honey... a
squirrel, Urchin, like yourself."

Squirrel?

Yes. As you may guess if Ginger manages to get a picture of the book cover, our hero Urchin is a
squirrel. So is King Crispin, and the other characters are hedgehogs, otters, and the occasional
mole. [more]
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Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 02:12 PM PST [Link]

Monday, July 17, 2006

Endymion Spring
By Matthew Skelton
Published by Delacorte Press
Release date: August 22, 2006

Reviewed by Kathryn Ramage

In modern-day Oxford, a bored little American boy named Blake wanders an
old library where his mother is working on her research, when he finds a
book titled Endymion Spring--or, to be more accurate, the book finds him,
nearly jumping into his hand when he touches the spine. But when Blake
opens the book, all the pages appear to be blank. Turning through the

pages, he finds a poem at the very center of the book:

"When Summer and Winter in Autumn divide
The Sun will uncover a secret inside.
Should Winter from Summer irrevocably part
The Whole of the Book will fall quickly apart.
Yet if the Seasons join Hands together
The Order of Things will last forever.
These are the Words of Endymion Spring.
Bring only the Insight the Inside brings."

A riddle, a prophecy? but who or what is Endymion Spring? [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 12:36 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, July 16, 2006

Babel 2
By David B
Publsihed by Fantagraphics

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

Oh, Ignatz, you had me at Hello. 
I love the high quality paper stock.
I love the 2-ink minimalist coloring.
I love the sexy little book jackets.
For all these superficial reasons, I love you, Ignatz series. But to give me

David B., well, you’ve really outdone yourself. [more]

Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 08:50 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, July 15, 2006

Fullmetal Alchemist: The Conqueror of Shambala
Distributed by Funimation
Theatrical release: September
DVD release: Not long after that.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I've been trying to figure out a way to let y'all know how unspeakably cool I
am because I saw the FMA movie two months before it hits the theaters.
Yeah, me and the three thousand other people at AnimeExpo, and they
seemed to understand it better than I did.

Don't get me wrong, I really liked it. I have a crush on Ed, Al is cute, Roy Mustang is hot, etc. My
own personal problem, and no reflection on the anime, is that, as of July 3, 2006, I'd only seen
about ten episodes of FMA. I'm remedying this as I write, I'm all the way up to Ep 20 (Al is
screaming at Ed about killing people to create the Philosophers' Stone [and I think the guy voicing
Scar in Japanese voiced Batu in Ghost in the Shell 2, mmmmm]). Anyway, even though there
were events and characters in the FMA movie I didn't understand, there were also a few things in
it I recognized just fine. Like, Hitler, Fritz Lang, Munich, and the Beer Hall Putsch. (You can look
up Hitler and Munich your own selves.) [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 11:48 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, July 11, 2006

Clan of the Nakagamis
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by Homerun Ken
Digital Manga Publishing / June Manga

Review by Tom Good

Right from the start of this story, I felt I was in unfamiliar territory, and not
only because I was a straight guy reading a yaoi manga. It was also
because the narrative conventions I've come to expect from romantic fiction
seemed to have disappeared. For example, most straight romances would
feature a lot of uncertainty and angst (at least in the beginning) about how
the romantic leads really felt about each other. But these two guys, Haruka

and Tokio, seemed to be obviously crazy about each other from page one. So I began to wonder
where the dramatic tension would come from. Perhaps a love triangle? But no plausible rival for
either guy's affections ever materialized. Well, they are a teacher and student in a gay
relationship, so I figured that the main plot must concern the danger of being found out. This is
indeed what the story claims to be about, but the truth is more confusing. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 09:31 PM PST [Link]
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Tuesday, July 4, 2006

The Left Hand Dreams of Him
Only the Ring Finger Knows, Volume 2 (novel)
By Satoru Kannagi
Published by DMP Books, 2006

Review by Ginger Mayerson

My review in a nutshell: If you like Kazuki and Wataru, you'll love this novel.

My review not in a nutshell: Y'know, I'm not an expert on Japanese novels,
but I've read quite a few of them, in translation of course. What I've
discovered is that you have to watch out for them most of the time or they

emotionally knee-cap you when you least expect it. However, this is not the case with the latest
Satoru Kannagi novel from DMP Books: Only the Ring Finger Knows 2 - The Left Hand Dreams
of Him, which is kind of a long title for Kazuki Loves Wataru. And he really does.

It's safe to read this novel. No one's girl friend gets leukemia and dies rather horribly (Socrates in
Love), no one's whole future, and the whole future of her little sister, is determined by how well
she wears a kimono (Makioka Sisters), and no one's best friend is possessed by a sheep demon
(Wild Sheep Chase). Honest. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 07:47 PM PST [Link]

Monday, July 3, 2006

Interview with Izumi Kawachi, creator of "Enchanter"
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This interview was conducted in a noisy patio at Anime Expo July 2, 2006,
present were Izumi Kawachi and her editor, Ken Nakagawa of Square Enix
Co. Ltd. Translated by Amelia Cantlay, courtesy of DMP Books, and yours
truly with her trusty tape recorder and some pushy questions.

Interview by Ginger Mayerson

Ginger Mayerson: What are you working on these days?

Izumi Kawachi: Volume 11 of "Enchanter" just came out (in Japan), so
I'm working on volume 12. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 11:41 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, July 2, 2006

Virgin Earth
By Philippa Gregory
Published by Touchstone Books

Review by Kathryn Ramage

1638. John Tradescant, gardener to King Charles I, is sent on a mission to
the New World to gather samples of rare and unusual plants. To navigate
the wilderness beyond the Virginia colony settlement and tobacco farms,
John hires Suckahanna, a young girl of the Powhatan tribe, as a guide.
When he returns to England with his gathered specimens, he leaves behind
the girl, nominally his wife for her protection against the advancing settlers.
He arrives home to find that his father has died, a marriage of convenience

has been arranged for him, and his country is headed for Civil War. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 11:09 AM PST [Link]
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Saturday, July 1, 2006

Elemental Gelade, Vol. 1 - React (DVD)
Geneon

Review by Tom Good

There is a genre of anime that I think of as "Normal Boy / Special Girl"
stories. In these tales, a rather ordinary, underachieving boy finds himself
paired up with a girl who is very unusual: an alien, witch, ghost, robot,
goddess, cyborg, or some other exotic, fascinating being. Though ordinary
girls are not particularly impressed by Normal Boy, and have little interest in
his assistance or companionship, for some reason Special Girl needs him.
These are also known as "magical girlfriend" stories, and are generally

thought to have been inspired by TV shows like I Dream of Jeannie and Bewitched. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 07:09 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, June 28, 2006

Arcadia of My Youth
Distributed by AnimEigo*

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

I have to admit it. It wasn't love at first sight. The first time I ever saw
Captain Herlock (or Harlock, as he was known in those days), he made my
brain hurt. It was in the early eighties and my friend Andy had dragged me
into a dimly lit room at a comic book convention to watch something he
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called "anime" that was what he promised would be "great." [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 07:52 PM PST [Link]

"Enchanter" book signing in Orange

Digital Manga Inc. Announces Borders Book Signing with Izumi Kawachi,
creator of Enchanter, at The Block at Orange Borders Bookstore, 20 City
Boulevard W., Orange, California, Saturday July 1, 2006, 11:00AM -
1:00PM. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:46 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, June 27, 2006

Kamichu! Vol. 1 (DVD)
Geneon

Review by Tom Good

One day Hitotsubashi Yurie has the feeling that she
has become a kami, and it turns out she is right! While
learning to use her powers, she accidentally summons
a powerful typhoon. But even as a godlike being, she
still faces the typical challenges of middle school. She
struggles with her grades. She hopes the cute boy in
her class will like her, but he can't even remember her
name. "Ichihashi, right?" he says. (Ichihashi and

Hitotsubashi would both be written with the same kanji, so at least he is close.) And Yurie gets
teased by other kids, who criticize her for not doing anything "splashy and godlike" lately to
impress them. The title Kamichu! refers to the fact that Yurie is both a kami and a chuugakusei --
a middle-school student. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 09:22 PM PST [Link]

WOMEN WEBCOMICKER GRANT NAN: Guidelines

PURPOSE
In order to foster women publishing independently, with economy, and as owners of what they
create, I will award FOUR grants annually, of a year's free hosting at WebComicsNation.com, to
women making a regularly-updating new or existing webcomic of any genre or style.
The recipients will have unlimited data storage and bandwidth, the ability to choose to support
their work with ads, and a storefront for selling merchandise.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B0000DJYP4/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1569708665/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B000EXZFFI/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://www.comm.unt.edu/faculty/taylor_bio.htm
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1569708665/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://gingermayerson.com/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B000EXZFFI/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://www.geneonanimation.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kami
http://ironmonkey.blogspot.com/


J LHLS Archives: July 2006

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-06252006-07012006.htm[4/27/2019 2:35:22 PM]

The name of the grant is "Nan", after the "digital person" Nan 11 from Rumble Girls: Silky Warrior
Tansie. In RG, Nan agitates, comments on, and works behind the scenes to help the heroine,
Raven, come to the understanding that being her own girl is the key to her strength. [more]

Posted by Editor @ 09:08 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, June 24, 2006

Gun X Sword, Vol. 1 (DVD)
Geneon

Review by Tom Good

"He's not wearing a tuxedo!" That is what I kept wanting to yell at the
screen as I watched Gun X Sword. Van, the main character, is oddly
proportioned -- tall and spindly with thighs that look barely larger than his
wrists. He wears an unusual outfit that stands out in the Western-style
environment of the show, and other characters keep commenting on his
"tuxedo." In fact, episode 1 is even titled Tuxedo Blowing in the Wind. But
Van wears a long black tail coat which reaches to the ground, with a white

shirt, bolo tie, and black hat. A tuxedo involves a short dinner jacket without tails, and usually a
bow tie and a vest or cummerbund. A long black tail coat is not a tuxedo, especially if it has
strange wide straps all over it.

But there is more to Gun X Sword than odd notions about formal wear. In the beginning it seems
like a Western. A small town is threatened by a gang of outlaws called "The Wild Bunch" -- a
reference to the title of a 1969 Western film. Van walks in just as the bad guys are attacking a
cute girl named Wendy. He rescues her, and she offers to marry him if he helps save the town.
He has no interest in marriage to such a young girl, but he allows Wendy to tag along with him.
[more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 12:08 AM PST [Link]

Thursday, June 22, 2006
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ZORRO
By Isabel Allende
Translated from the Spanish by Margaret Sayers Peden
Published by HarperCollins Publishers, 2005

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Attention Baby Boomers! With all the movies being made and remade
nowadays about our favorite childhood heroes, I think it's high time
someone wrote a book about the noblest one of all. I'm talking about Zorro,
the swashbuckling Spanish hero from the 18th Century, when California
was still part of Spain.

Good old Zorro; no superpowers like Superman, no extraordinary senses like Daredevil, no
metamorphic changes over which he has no control like the Hulk, no abilities brought on by
radiation or laboratory accident like Spiderman or the Fantastic Four. Just a brave man in a mask
and cape (like Batman, but blessedly angst-free), armed with a sword and a sense of justice,
taking on the powers that be for the sake of the poor and helpless. A true hero, in the style of
Robin Hood, who takes from the rich to give to the poor and never kills unless it is absolutely
necessary. And, need I add, a much better role model for our Latino youth than the freaking Frito
Bandito, who was just plain embarrassing, or even Desi Arnez, the only other Latino on TV to
portray our people in a positive light on the long-running sitcom "I Love Lucy". [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 02:15 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, June 21, 2006

Para Para Max: The Moves 101
Geneon

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

I have to confess I know virtually nothing at all about anime. My kids were
too little for the Pokemon mania, so the most exposure I have to it is
watching Hayao Miyazaki’s Spirited Away. This is a little like saying I’m
qualified to review movies because I watched Citizen Kane once.

This means I had to do a little research, and I do mean little, about the
subject so could at least get a working definition of what is a huge, already

much-discussed topic. When poking around on the internet, I learned that anime dancing is a
huge industry in Japan, and most of the A list musicians record music for Japanese cartoons,
which in turn becomes a big part of Japanese pop music. It doesn’t really seem too dissimilar
from, say, Radio Disney, which plays Nathan Lane singing “Hakuna Matata.” It’s just that there’s a
lot more focus on that sort of thing in Japan, it seems. [more]

Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 08:13 PM PST [Link]

Starship Operators, Vol. 3: Truth (DVD)
Geneon

Review by Tom Good

Since it is World Cup time, I will attempt a soccer metaphor. If Volume 1 of
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Starship Operators was a brilliant defensive play to win possession of the
ball, and Volume 2 was solid, precise passing through the midfield to set up
the attack, then Volume 3 is the daring sprint down the wing, the perfectly
placed cross, and the spectacular bicycle kick that scores the game-winning
goal. I sat down intending to watch one episode, and I could not tear myself
away until I had watched all five episodes in one sitting and reached the

conclusion of the series. It is that good. Starship Operators is one of the best short anime series I
have seen. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 06:03 PM PST [Link]

Monday, June 19, 2006

De/Signing Women
Communication/Consumption
May 27, 2006 through June 25, 2006
Avenue 50 Studio
131 N. Avenue 50
Highland Park

323 258 1435

Gallery Review by Lui Sanchez

Recent artworks by Val Echavarria and Samantha
Harrison are presented at the Avenue 50 Studio
exhibition of Communication Consumption. Here the
two women enter into dialogues between themselves
and us on obsessive and often absurd manifestations
of communication and consumption. Their artworks
are visually delightful, compact, precise and engaging, but embody a more
acute if not darker realization of human personification that is worthy of our

attention and investigation. [more]

Posted by Lui Sanchez @ 03:11 PM PST [Link]

The Cricket Winter
By Felice Holman
Illustrated by Robyn Thomas
Published by Eerdmans Books
Release date: July 29, 2006 (excerpt)

Review by Kathryn Ramage

"If ever there were a cricket who really had something to say? to some boy,
for example? he could probably do very well at it, if he had the heart to
make the effort. This is a story about a cricket with a heart."
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And so begins this charming children's story, about a cricket named Orthoptera Gryllidae (all
crickets are named Orthoptera Gryllidae), who learns to communicate with a nine-year-old boy
named Simms Silvanus, through Morse Code. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 01:12 PM PST [Link]
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Thursday, June 15, 2006

Rocky, Vol. 1: The Big Payback
by Martin Kellerman
Fantagraphics Books

Review by Tom Good

"Graphic novels are the new thing, baby, the slower and less eventful the
better. Humor strips are so five years ago. These days funny-book readers
want tedium, and lots of it." -- A publisher explaining why he does not want

Rocky's cartoons.

Rocky, a young slacker and struggling cartoonist, makes ends meet by drawing comics for adult
magazines. His relationships with women and interactions with his friends create a variety of
funny domestic situations. This basic structure also formed the core of Beg the Question by Bob
Fingerman. Both are semi-autobiographical tales, but unlike Beg the Question, Rocky takes place
in Stockholm and features cute animal characters. Actually, the characters are more like humans
with cute animal heads, because they do not have tails or claws, and they wear human clothing.
This comic has been a huge success in Sweden and was even made into a play. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 10:48 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, June 13, 2006

MBQ - Volume 2 Big Bro
Art and story: Felipe Smith
Published by: Tokyopop
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Review by Kathy LaFollett

RECOGNIZE! Dats right, bitch.

Omario finished his latest foray into comic literature and he is hounding
everyone in his circle 
of avoidance driven friends to read the damn thing.

But let's not digress to the main character, I doubt Felipe Smith wanted it
that way. "Hell Bent" stamped Big Bro, a UFC type badass fighter has a title round to fight as we
enter back into the MBQ world. One punch lays out the contender and moves us deftly to Omario
searching out his hooligan acquaintances to get their opinion on his latest comic. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 09:21 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, June 11, 2006

Monster (Vol 1.)
by Naoki Urasawa
Publisher: VIZ

Review by Kathryn Ramage

This first volume of Naoki Urasawa's graphic suspense novel sets up the storyline, which begins
in Dusseldorf, West Germany, in 1986. Life is pretty good for the brilliant young surgeon, Dr.
Kenzo Tenma; he's at the start of what promises to be a successful career at Eisler Memorial
Hospital, and he's engaged to the lovely daughter of the hospital's director. Everything's looking
up... until Dr. Tenma is called to perform surgery on an opera singer while a Turkish immigrant,
who came into the hospital first, is shifted off to the care of a less skilled surgeon; the former
surgery is a success, but the latter patient dies. After being confronted by the dead man's family--
and haunted by his fiancee's callous remark, "All lives aren't created equal"--Dr. Tenma is
wracked with guilt. So, when a similar situation arises and he must choose between operating on
a little boy with a gunshot wound to the head versus the city's mayor, he refuses to be called
away, and saves the child's life. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 11:53 AM PST [Link]

[Archive Index] [Main Index]

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1598164120
http://www.visionized.com/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1591166411
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/


J LHLS Archives: June 2006

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-06112006-06172006.htm[4/27/2019 2:35:30 PM]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals anywhere. (PromoCode
HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam, comments are

http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


J LHLS Archives: June 2006

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-06112006-06172006.htm[4/27/2019 2:35:30 PM]

closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with your comment and we'll add it.



J LHLS Archives: June 2006

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-06042006-06102006.htm[4/27/2019 2:35:34 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

J LHLS Archives: June 2006

Saturday, June 10, 2006

The Ticking
By Renee French
Published by Top Shelf

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

There’s this really great scene in the remake of The Fugitive, where we're
introduced to Tommy Lee Jones' big cheese U.S. Marshall character for the
first time. He gets out of his car and walks quietly up to the scene of
Harrison Ford’s latest escape. The officer in charge on the scene is frantic,
running around and barking at people and letting everyone, including
Tommy Lee Jones, know that he is someone very important indeed. [more]

Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 11:04 AM PST [Link]

Wednesday, June 7, 2006

Project X Cup Noodle
by Tadashi Katoh
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

If you've ever eaten a serving of Nissin Cup Noodle instant ramen, you must
have wondered about how all the designs, technologies, and ingredients in
this product came about, and what kind of heroic corporate workers
contributed to its creation. Well, OK, actually you probably didn't -- but you
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should have, because the story is interesting. This nonfiction manga dishes
out all the behind-the-scenes facts about the development of the Cup

Noodle. It would be easy to make fun of how seriously these businessmen take instant ramen,
and laugh at lines like "No food so convenient! No food so indispensable!" But it's hard to argue
with the number: 8.2 billion served per year. Creating something so colossally successful really is
a fantastic achievement. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 11:22 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, June 6, 2006

VIZ Sweeps the Bookscan Top Ten

VIZ's manga titles swept all ten top spots on Nielsen BookScan’s Adult Fiction
Overall Graphic Novel list for the week ending May 28, 2006.

The top ten titles were:

1. NARUTO, Volume 10
2. RUROUNI KENSHIN, Volume 27
3. NARUTO, Volume 9
4. BLEACH, Volume 13
5. FULLMETAL ALCHEMIST, Volume 7
6. NARUTO, Volume 1
7. NARUTO, Volume 8
8. NARUTO, Volume 2
9. DEATH NOTE, Volume 5
10. NARUTO, Volume 7

"We are extremely gratified to see ten of our manga titles on Bookscan’s Top Ten," stated John
Easum, Executive Vice President of VIZ Media. "It’s not a stretch to say that NARUTO has
become the most popular anime and manga property in North America and the favorable
placement of six volumes of the series in the Bookscan list validates that. We look forward to the
continued stellar success of the series. We also anticipate continued growth for our other top
performing titles such as BLEACH and DEATH NOTE, and we are optimistic that some new VIZ
titles will also soon break the top ten!"

I was pleased to see Death Note make the list. It has one of the most intricate and satisfying plots
of any of the manga on my reading list, and it reminds me of a Sherlock Holmes story. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:32 PM PST [Link]

MOME Vol. 3 (Winter 2006)
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Fantagraphics Books

Review by Tom Good

This volume of the MOME comics anthology contains one outstanding
piece: The Armed Garden by David B. The story begins in 1415, based on
the historical events of the Hussite Wars in Bohemia. Rebelling against the
Catholic church, the followers of Jan Hus first fight against the armies of the
Pope, then after splitting into rival Taborite and Adamite sects they find
themselves in conflict with each other. But though it begins as if it intends to

present a history lesson, the story quickly evolves into a work of magical realism, full of
supernatural beings, talking animals, and dreamlike visuals. When the Adamite leader Rohan
engages the Taborite preachers in theological debate, the drawing shows the letters of their
words floating over their heads, clutching swords and other weapons, as if the words are having a
literal battle. The art has an intense, calligraphic style that makes this a haunting work of dark
fantasy. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:21 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, June 4, 2006

Coffee and Donuts
by Max Estes
Published by Top Shelf

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

For several years the foyer of my old apartment building served as a
nighttime resting area for two homeless men. As soon as night would fall
and the Chicago winter wind would start piercing the flesh and chilling down
to the bone, they would show up at our building, settle down onto the chilly
ceramic tile floor and sleep in a layered huddle. The foyer was unheated,
but as long as they weren’t rousted back out into the elements, they

wouldn’t freeze to death. None of us ever had the heart to complain about having to step over
their bodies as they snoozed away beneath our mailboxes, and eventually we became attached
to them in the way urban people are about the neighborhood homeless – we left gifts of
sandwiches and cans of soda next to them for when they woke up, and we worried amongst
ourselves on cold nights when we would come home from the clubs and they weren’t there.
[more]

Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 05:44 PM PST [Link]
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Thursday, June 1, 2006

The Surrogates, Issues 1,2, & 3
by Robert Venditti and Brett Weldele
Top Shelf Comics

"Everyone dreams of changing the world. I only want to change it back." --
Surrogates, issue 2

Review by Tom Good

In the year 2054, many people operate surrogates: cybernetic substitutes
for themselves, almost like avatars in an online game but in the real world.
Police officers and others in risky professions can use their surrogates to do
the dangerous work, and if something goes wrong, the consequences are

limited to surrogate repair or replacement. Other people use surrogates as a way to relate to the
world in a younger, stronger, sexier body, or even a body of the opposite gender. But not
everyone supports the use of the technology. It has created a new class distinction between
those who can afford the devices and those who cannot, leaving the poor unable to compete.
And a group called the Dreads opposes surrogates for religious reasons, on the grounds that man
should not seek to improve upon God's creation. Against this backdrop, Lieutenant Harvey Greer
investigates a series of violent attacks against surrogates. It seems that someone wants to turn
the world back into a pre-surrogate society. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:46 AM PST [Link]

Monday, May 29, 2006
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Will You Still Love Me If I Wet The Bed?
by Liz Prince
Top Shelf Productions

Review by Tom Good

"Always two there are, no more, no less. A master and an apprentice." --
Yoda, in Star Wars Episode I - The Phantom Menace

Liz Prince may not literally be Jeffrey Brown's apprentice, but her free,
spontaneous black-and-white style noticeably resembles Brown's. Her book
also contains a one-page introduction by Brown, in which he says her
comics are "kind of what I try to do . . . Except cuter, and funnier, and

without all the wallowing in self pity" In contrast to the struggles and disappointments that make
up Brown's Every Girl Is The End Of The World For Me, Prince's comic shows a selection of
moments in a happy relationship. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 06:04 PM PST [Link]

Cry Yourself to Sleep
By Jeremy Tinder
Published by Top Shelf

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

One of the nicest gifts given to readers by artists who take the personal
approach with their artistic expression is how neatly it simultaneously
presents our differences and similarities. C. Tyler, author of the brilliant Late
Bloomer, presents her work from the perspective of one who has traveled
farther down the path than some, and allowing us to see the evolution of an
individual’s life from innocence to wisdom, and from low times to high. No

less valuable is the presentation of life via characters who are just starting off on their path to
maturity, especially when presented in such a sweet and melancholy style as Jeremy Tinder’s Cry
Yourself to Sleep. [more]

Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 10:35 AM PST [Link]
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Thursday, May 25, 2006

Castle Waiting
By Linda Medley
Published by Fantagraphics

Review by Lynn Loper

If they'd had fairy tales like Linda Medley's 'Castle Waiting' when I was little,
I would have read fairy tales.

This is a charming book. The illustrations are detailed and full of character
and personality, and the story segues gracefully from a slightly retold
'Sleeping Beauty' to her castle's next incarnations as a refuge and a very

atypical convent. There's a green baby whose mother thinks casually that it has its father's looks,
but thank heaven not his horns, laid in a cast-iron cradle, safe from his mother's villainous
husband. The castle's seneschal has a beak. The knight-errant is Sir Destrier, and he's a horse --
a nice bipedal horse. There are good witches and evil witches, none so evil they don't have some
redeeming qualities, good gremlins and bad ones, and the story winds up with an order of
bearded-lady nuns. [more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 09:02 PM PST [Link]

Super F*ckers #2
by James Kochalka
Top Shelf Productions

Review by Tom Good
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Super F*ckers uses some fun, vibrant colors. I wish I had more nice things
to say about it, but the good news ends there, unless you count "mercifully
short" in its list of positive qualities. The unappealing, immature super-

heroes in this story shout profanities, make homophobic jokes, and generally act like jackasses.
Beavis and Butt-head used this style of humor, and at least sometimes managed to be clever and
funny. But this makes Beavis and Butt-head look like Shakespeare. If I were an unpublished
comic artist with some good material, I might look at this in print and despair. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 07:45 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, May 24, 2006

Every Girl Is The End Of The World For Me
by Jeffrey Brown
Top Shelf Productions

Review by Tom Good

This comic is so openly autobiographical that in reviewing it, I feel like I am
reviewing Jeffrey Brown's life. Here Brown portrays himself as a guy
surrounded by women who are willing to hang out with him, but mainly as a

way to pass the time while they wait for a more appealing man to come along. The main plot
revolves around his attempts to get back together with an ex-girlfriend, with numerous detours
into sub-plots about other women in his life. He always seems to have opportunities for
happiness, but none of them pan out. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 06:20 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, May 23, 2006

Mome, Vol. 2 (Fall 2005)
Edited by Gary Groth
Published by Fantagraphics

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

The Fall 2005 issue of Mome, from Fantagraphics, is an anthology of
comics from several contributors. Printed on high quality paper with a fancy
glossy sheen, Mome comes across like a Virginia Quarterly Review or
Ploughshares -- its serious presentation demands that the comic medium be
considered with the same respect as any literary art form. On many levels,

Mome succeeds admirably. It features a wide variety of artists with just as many separate styles
and influences. Some take a traditional approach, like Jonathan Bennett's "Needles and Pins,"
and some dip into the experimental, like the minimalist "Event," Anders Nilsen's emotional tale
told almost entirely by using different colored squares. While some of the comics in the anthology
fall short of the high standards one would expect from a top literary journal, there are far more
that are well-deserving of serious literary appreciation. [more]
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Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 07:57 PM PST [Link]

Monday, May 22, 2006

Cafe Kichijouji de, Vol. 1, 2, and
3
by Yuki Miyamoto and Kyoko
Negishi
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

Based on a radio drama, Cafe
Kichijouji de tells the story of five
very different guys who work at a

cafe. There are no female main characters, but that does not make this a yaoi or shonen-ai story.
It is simply a comedy about a group of co-workers. The supervisor Taro Kurihara is a neat-freak
who collects cleaning products as a hobby. The chef, Mr. Minagawa, carries voodoo dolls around,
harnesses supernatural forces, and has a flair for unlikely dramatic entrances such as emerging
from a cupboard. Maki the waiter is the ladies-man of the bunch, and the small, girlish-looking
Jun Ichinomiya has an uncanny strength. Finally, the student Tokumi is chronically hungry and
broke, and is easily bribed with food. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 09:22 PM PST [Link]

Fables of Transition in 3/7/11: A Lincoln Heights Tale
By José Cruz González

Essay by Roberto Cantú
California State University, Los Angeles

Cornerstone Theater Company (www.cornerstonetheater.org) recently
produced a play in collaboration with three Lincoln Heights neighborhood
schools. 3/7/11: A Lincoln Heights Tale, written by José Cruz González and
directed by Laurie Woolery, was performed free of charge for the community
on May 5 and 6 at Lincoln High School. The play involved students from Mr.
Imanishi's 3rd grade class at Loreto Elementary School, Mr. Lieberman's
7th grade class at Nightingale Middle School, and Mrs. Collins' 11th grade

class at Lincoln High School. [more]

Posted by Editor @ 09:43 AM PST [Link]
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Monday, May 15, 2006

TSUNAMI! True Travel Tales of South East Asia
by Justin Hall
All Thumbs Press

Review by Tom Good

"There was nothing except the running . . . and the screaming, which at first
I didn't even realize was coming from my own mouth. We raced the wave to

the high ground, pulling along with us a fat, asthmatic tourist with her face clenched in terror."

Like Baraka And Black Magic In Morocco, this is a travel comic. All of the stories in it happened to
the author except for the title story about the tsunami in Thailand, which was told to him by Louisa
Hirst. About six pages of prose and fourteen pages of comics make this a fairly thin volume, but
Hall includes observations about everything from Buddhism to motorcycles to water-buffalo-milk
yoghurt, so the $3 price seems very reasonable. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:53 PM PST [Link]

Saiyuki Reload Gunlock, Vol 1. (DVD)
Geneon

Review by Tom Good

Though it is a Volume 1, this series is a sequel to the earlier series Saiyuki
Reload. It is loosely based on the Chinese classic story The Journey to the
West (also known as Monkey). The original story concerns a monk who
journeys from China to India to retrieve Buddhist scriptures, and it has
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provided inspiration for many anime and manga including Dragonball. In this
version the monk carries a gun, smokes cigarettes, and sometimes drives a
car. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:23 PM PST [Link]
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Sunday, May 7, 2006

The Law of Ueki, Vol. 1 (DVD)
Geneon
Release date: May 16, 2006

Review by Tom Good

The Law of Ueki is about a bunch of junior high school students who have
to . . . oh, go ahead, guess. Hint: there are no space aliens, dragons, or
giant mecha in this story. So there's only one thing it could be, right? Yes,
that's right, they have to compete in a fighting tournament. This may not
sound like a promising concept, but the series definitely makes up in its
execution what it lacks in originality of the premise. As one of the

candidates for the position of "Celestial King," Mr. Kobayashi has to choose a student to back in
the contest, and grant him a special power. The mentor whose student wins will become the next
Celestial King. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:55 PM PST [Link]

Baraka and Black Magic in Morocco
by Rick Smith
Alternative Comics

Review by Tom Good

When I was younger, a story like Baraka and Black Magic in Morocco would
have sounded like an exciting, exotic adventure, and might have inspired

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B000EMGAJE/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B000EMGAJE/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://www.geneonanimation.com/
http://ironmonkey.blogspot.com/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1891867695
http://www.indyworld.com/altcomics


J LHLS Archives: May 2006

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-05072006-05132006.htm[4/27/2019 2:35:50 PM]

me to plan my next overseas trip. Today, it sounds more like the type of
hassle that would encourage me to stay home. But it is an entertaining story
either way. Rick Smith and his wife Tania explore the deserts, kasbahs and
towns of Morocco, but at times it seems everyone they meet tries to cheat
them, sell them drugs, or both. Sometimes the locals come up with

inventive variations like charging "admission" to the kasbah, or slipping the travelers drugged tea
to make it easier to rip them off. And given that this story takes place in 2000, I can only imagine
that the going might be even rougher today. But their trip had its appealing moments, too, such as
when Rick and Tania listen to some great Berber music. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 02:54 PM PST [Link]

If Only They Could Talk: The Miracles of Spring Farm
by Bonnie Jones Reynolds and Dawn E. Hayman
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Kathryn Ramage

On the one hand, there is a fairly interesting story here, along the lines of
the veterinary tales of James Herriot, about two women who made their
farm into a haven for strays, and eventually into a charitable organization
dedicated to caring for abused, neglected, and abandoned animals. Several
of the stories of badly mistreated animals being found and rescued were
really moving.

On the other hand, these stories are frequently infused with a goopy anthropomorphism that
assumes the animals really do talk, and communicate with humans on common terms. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 11:17 AM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, May 3, 2006

Chibi Vampire, Vol. 1
by Yuna Kagesaki
TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

Chibi Vampire is the story of Karin Maaka, a young girl faced with the
embarrassing discovery that once a month, she bleeds profusely from her
nose. (I know. Begun, the Subtext Wars have.) She comes from a family of
vampires, in a world where vampires have strong preferences for the blood
of particular types of people. Karin's mother Calera, for example, likes the
blood of liars; not that of a small-scale liar who "only told lies to his fishing

buddies," but the blood of truly destructive liars. I guess this is the vampiric equivalent of craving
certain wine varietals. If I owned a vineyard, "Blood of the Liar" would make a great name for an
Oregon Pinot Noir. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 12:07 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, May 2, 2006

Fullmetal Alchemist, Vol. 5
by Hiromu Arakawa
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

This episode finds Ed, Al, and Winri in Rush Valley, "The Boomtown of the Broken Down," and
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the home of the best automail mechanics in the land. The techies in town admire Winri's
workmanship on Ed's automail. Ed enters into an automail arm-wrestling contest, but after his
opponent insults him for being a kid, he cheats and uses alchemy to win the bout.

Winri discovers some automail she admires, but unfortunately it is on the legs of a female thief
who steals Ed's State Alchemist watch. The girl is named Paninya, and her advanced automail
was made by a man named Dominic who lives in the middle of nowhere. Winri wants to
apprentice with him, but he is not interested. It turns out that Dominic's daughter is pregnant and
about to deliver, which leads to some interesting drama where we also find out a funny secret
about Winri's granny Pinoko. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 11:17 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, April 30, 2006

Late Bloomer
By Carol Tyler
Published by Fantagraphics

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

As the second-wavers like to say, the personal is political. This short little
soundbite, so pithy and perfect and catchy, with the dainty plosives
enveloping the two letter verb like puffy lips, top and bottom, like a kiss. And
like any effective slogan, its ceiling can become so high and broad that one
loses sight of the fact that, down on the ground, making the personal

(private) into the political (public) can kind of suck sometimes. [more]

Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 09:02 PM PST [Link]
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Click here for larger image.

Cornerstone Theater Company presents two free public performances of 3/7/11: A LINCOLN
HEIGHTS TALE, a new play written by José Cruz González and directed by Laurie Woolery. Over
65 students from three Lincoln Heights Schools will perform with the support of professional
theater artists. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:32 PM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, April 26, 2006

Toonami Jetstream Announced

Yesterday VIZ Media and Cartoon Network announced a joint venture called Toonami Jetstream,
a broadband service to provide on-demand streaming video of anime series such as Hikaru no
Go and Naruto. The free, ad-supported service will launch on July 17.

"Cartoon Network has long been the dominant TV provider of the best anime and action," said
Paul Condolora, senior vice president and general manager of Cartoon Network New Media.
"And we were the first to stream, in 2001, full-length anime series online. Now, with this joint
venture with VIZ Media, we will give our fans the chance to view our top shows on-demand and
follow new series that cannot be seen anywhere else. We also believe this will bring new fans to
the action/anime genre, create interest in new shows and build the overall popularity of "Toonami”
on Cartoon Network."

The series available at launch will be: Naruto, Samurai Jack, Hikaru no Go, MAR, and The Prince
of Tennis. Additional series planned for release include Megaman NT Warrior and Zoids Genesis.
I'm looking forward to giving this service a try -- maybe it will help me justify my broadband bill.
[more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 01:08 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, April 25, 2006

A Hunger Like No Other
By Kresley Cole
Pocket Books, 2006

Review by Lynn Loper

I read this book in one day. Usually when I review romance/gothic novels, it
takes me a couple of weeks of determined effort, because most of those
novels don't have anything like a plot or characters. They have elements
plucked from someplace – usually other bad novels – that the author
messed around with and plunked back onto vulnerable pages.
Enigmatic/violent hero with accent? Check. Lingerie? Check. Back story?
Check. Euphemistic terms for sex? Double check. [more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 12:19 PM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, April 19, 2006

Conversation #2
by Jeffrey Brown & James Kochalka
Top Shelf Productions

Review by Tom Good

I found myself comparing this comic to the movie The Five Obstructions.
Both involve two artists coming together to confront the nature of their craft.

In Conversation 2, Jeffrey Brown and James Kochalka discuss their reasons for drawing comics
and their concepts about art. Their conversation evolves into a humorous brawl involving a mop
used as a weapon. In The Five Obstructions, Danish director Lars von Trier challenges fellow
director Jorgen Leth to remake one of Leth's earlier movies several times, under a variety of
difficult and seemingly arbitrary conditions. I have enjoyed Brown and Kochalka's comics,
whereas I had little prior interest in von Trier and Leth's work. In spite of that, I liked The Five
Obstructions much better than Conversation 2, and I think it is because the comic asks the wrong
questions. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 07:03 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, April 16, 2006

Dr. Slump, Vol. 5
by Akira Toriyama
VIZ

Review by Tom Good
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After logging more than 50 hours in DragonQuest VIII, I've become more of a fan of Toriyama
than before. His character designs for the game have lasting appeal, and combine cuteness with
a quirkiness that makes them more than generic adventure game stereotypes. One of his
simplest but most effective creations was the smiling slime monster in the DragonQuest series. In
this manga, the inventor Dr. Slump and his robot-girl creation Arale live in Penguin Village and
have a variety of silly, slapstick adventures involving vampires, aliens, assassins, animals, and of
course wacky inventions. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 06:56 PM PST [Link]

Only the Ring Finger Knows novels and related news
Published by Digital Manga Publishing

Report by Ginger Mayerson

Sometimes you can get what you want and what you need.

In 2004 I read Digital Manga Publishing's "Only the Ring Finger Knows" and
have never been the same. At the end of the manga, there was this note
from the author of the novels, Satoru Kannagi:

"If there are those of you who are curious about these two and the progress
of their relationship, please do checkout the novels as well."

Novels? Novel PLURAL? What NOVELS? From then on every review I read or conversation I
had seemed to end with this thought:

"Gee, if only we could read those novels, we'd attain enlightenment and transform this mortal
plane into a paradise." Or something like that. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 02:09 PM PST [Link]

I"s, Vol. 5
by Masakazu Katsura
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

Poor Ichitaka has two beautiful girls in his life, the classic beauty Iori and the sexy artistic girl-
next-door Itsuki, but he cannot make up his mind about how he feels about them. One day he
walks arm in arm with Iori through some Torii gates at a shrine known for bringing happiness to
couples. But later he rushes back to find Itsuki after hearing that her house burned down, and
their encounter revives his interest in her. But by volume 5, Ichitaka's indecisiveness has started
to get tiresome, and the series needs some new plot twist to keep things fresh. Though the first
half of this book drags a bit, a promising new character and plot direction arrives near the end.
[more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 12:50 PM PST [Link]
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Thursday, April 13, 2006

Stars, Crosses & Stripes
by C. Hill
Kameleo Comics

Review by Tom Good

C. Hill promotes this large format work as a "gallery comic," meaning that it is comic-influenced
art, but meant to be displayed on a wall as in an art gallery. I have noticed this style of art more
and more lately. The genre poses some interesting artistic problems, and C. Hill has come up with
good solutions that make this a satisfying piece. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 12:36 PM PST [Link]
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Sunday, April 9, 2006

The Wood Boy/The Burning Man
by Raymond E. Feist/Tad Williams
Dabel Brothers Productions

Review by Kathryn Ramage

Although the juxtaposition of the two titles sounds as if they are related to
each other somehow (perhaps predicting the horrific demise of the wood
boy after he grows up and plays with matches), these short stories in the
same volume are actually unconnected fantasy tales. Each is set in a
separate world originally created by the author in print format, and here
retold in vividly colorful graphic artwork. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 01:56 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, April 8, 2006

Hikaru No Go, Vol. 1 (DVD)
VIZ Media

Review by Tom Good

I have enjoyed the Hikaru No Go manga series, so I was curious to see how
it would translate into an anime. The game of Go, while fascinating, is not
exactly full of hard-hitting action visuals, so I wondered whether the story
would really work as a video. Much like the manga, the anime sticks to a
very straightforward visual approach that does not take a lot of chances, but
works well and allows the strength of the story to shine through. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:32 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, April 4, 2006

Lake Anita
By Allison Burnett

Late one night, driving cross-country, my friend and I stopped at a campsite in Lake Anita, Iowa.
The attendant had already fallen asleep, so we drove our station wagon slowly over the gravel
drive, past the admission gate, and up a winding road to a hill overlooking miles of low, dark
countryside. [more]

Posted by Editor @ 10:15 PM PST [Link]

Wanted: Hunter and Gatherer

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B000AM6OC6/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B000AM6OC6/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://ironmonkey.blogspot.com/


J LHLS Archives: April 2006

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-04022006-04082006.htm[4/27/2019 2:36:08 PM]

By Jessica Groper

Five months after graduating from college, Andrew and I were frozen in our lives of
unemployment. Our windfall high-paying summer internships had not led to permanent jobs as
we'd hoped and the money we'd saved on the off chance that we'd be unemployed was beginning
to run out. [more]

Posted by Editor @ 10:14 PM PST [Link]

More Minimalist Fiction
By Marlene Taylor

Janice decided one day to become a heroine, since that was what Nancy Drew was. She went for
a long walk around her town and looked for mysteries to solve or people to help, but there really
wasn't much to do. So she went home again then just decided to just be herself. Little did she
know. [more]

Posted by Editor @ 10:13 PM PST [Link]

French For Dancers 
By Jessica Groper

Chaînés -- Chains, links. A series of rapid turns done in a straight line or circle. [more]

Posted by Editor @ 10:10 PM PST [Link]

Mara and the Dragon
By Kathryn L. Ramage

This excerpt is from an unfinished fantasy novel, "Mara Sonnedragon," set on an alternate-history
medieval Earth. Mara is the only daughter and heir of the Grand Duke of Noreland, and therefore
titled Prince in spite of her gender. She is also the leader of the Shieldmaids, a quasi-religious
group of women warriors, but unlike many of her fellow Shieldmaids, has not yet received a vision
of the talisman beast that will serve as her battle symbol and personal spirit-guide.

Click here to read more. [more]

Posted by Editor @ 10:10 PM PST [Link]

The Ring
By Allison Burnett

Stefan Kline lay in bed naked, his arms behind his head, staring at the ceiling. Projected on the
wavy and crumbling surface were images of perfection. He was not one to gloat, but he felt he
had every right to, because that morning he had decided that his evening would be perfect and it
had been. Never before had he felt so secure in the power of his will.

Click here to read more. [more]

Posted by Editor @ 10:06 PM PST [Link]

Don't Stop Thinkin' About Tomorrow
By Kitty Johnson
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"Don't Stop Thinkin' About Tomorrow" is a chapter from "Promised Land", a work-in-progress
fictive biography of Bill Clinton set in the twenty-four hours before he has tell Hillary about his
affair with Monica Lewinsky. [more]

Posted by Editor @ 10:05 PM PST [Link]

Monday, April 3, 2006

Interview with Noboru Ishiguro

By Tom Good

Noboru Ishiguro, director of such anime classics as Astro Boy and Macross,
appeared at Sakuracon in Seattle to talk about his new project, Mushishi,
which had just won an award in the TV Series category at the Tokyo
International Anime Fair. He is currently working on 6 new episodes. The
following press interview was conducted through an interpreter.

What is the series about?

It is hard to explain what the series is about. Probably the best way to
explain is to actually watch it, but even then you might not be able to understand it. But notice the
visual backgrounds. A lot of emphasis was put there, and they are much prettier than most. It has
about twice the amount of frames as most anime. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 01:04 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, April 2, 2006

Sakuracon 2006

By Tom Good

Sakuracon, the largest anime convention in the Pacific Northwest, took
place in the Washington State Convention and Trade Center in Seattle, its
first year in this location. Noboru Ishiguro, director of such anime classics as
Astroboy and Macross, appeared to talk about his new project, Mushishi,

which had just won an award in the TV Series category at the Tokyo International Anime Fair.
Other guests included anime voice-over actors David Vincent, Jessica Boone and Jennifer
Sekiguchi. Michael "Piano Squall" Gluck entertained the crowd with his piano arrangements of
music from anime and video games (read the interview elsewhere on this site). [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 09:37 AM PST [Link]
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Saturday, April 1, 2006

Interview with Michael Gluck

by Tom Good

Michael "Piano Squall" Gluck arranges music from anime and video games
for the piano, and performs them while dressed as the character "Squall"
from Final Fantasy VIII. I participated in a press interview with Michael at
Sakuracon 2006 in Seattle.

How did you get started playing video game and anime music?

I began when I was about 9 years old. I started with a very popular video game called Final
Fantasy IV, which was one of the original Super Nintendo Final Fantasies. I turned on the console
and listened to the first song of the game, and I just . . . that was it. As simple as that sounds, that
was a major transition point in my life.

I decided to try to play that song, for whatever reason, on a nearby piano, which was conveniently
located next to my console. And I was listening to this piece. I didn't know how to play the piano,
but there was a piano in the house and I started pushing notes with one finger, trying to see if I
could find this melody.

I actually had some rudimentary ability to translate what I was hearing in the game to the piano,
and that was extremely exciting to me. I wondered if I might be able to translate other pieces from
video game to piano music, and that was the beginning of everything for me. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 07:23 PM PST [Link]
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Tuesday, March 28, 2006

Starship Operators, Vol. 02 - "Memories" (DVD)
Geneon

Review by Tom Good

"Viewers are going to get bored if all they see is empty space," says the
embedded reporter on the starship Amaterasu, trying to convince her
producer of the need for a planetside visit. "... audience ratings on Shu are
the highest of any of the planetary nations, right? Besides, reporting on the
welcoming ceremony is so news." Soon the starship crew, who sold the
rights to their story to a reality show (for more background, see my review of
Vol. 1), heads for the planet's surface. But the change of scenery does not

change the fact that the Amaterasu is at war, and their enemy "The Kingdom" promptly declares
war on Shu. Now more than ratings will be at stake as the crew struggles with another a tricky
situation. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 10:32 PM PST [Link]

Monday, March 27, 2006

The Innocents #1
Written and illustrated by Gipi
Fantagraphics Books
32pp
Published in 2005

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

The Innocents #1 is the third release from the Ignatz series, a small imprint
featuring an international group of comic artists.

Edited and produced by cartoonist Igort, the collection seeks to bridge the
gap between American style funnybooks and high brow European graphic novels. I am fully in
favor of this, as I love the thick paper stock the series is printed on, love the two-toned color
scheme, love the sexy book jackets. I even love the saddle stitching right down the center. [more]

Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 08:44 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, March 26, 2006

Deep, Dark and Dangerous
By Jaid Black
Trade Paperback Original published by Pocket Books, 2006

Review by R. A. Landow

I enjoyed the romanticism of the general setting; Snow, ice and winter frost
seem to be representative of a certain purity and freshness. This provided a
beautiful atmosphere for the beginnings of a love story.
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There was also a good use of character contrast; the materialistic Madelyn
as opposed to the nonconformist survivalist Drake. It worked well, sort of
reminded me of a "Xena" and "Gabrielle" type of pairing. [more]

Posted by Allan Landow @ 01:30 PM PST [Link]
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Sunday, March 19, 2006

Wizard World LA 2006
Los Angeles Convention Center

Report by Ginger Mayerson

So, okay, I wasn't going to go. Okay, then WW moved it from
Long Beach to downtown LA. Okay, so I decided to fill out the
press forms and go, but press registration link from the main
page didn't work. I sent an email, saying I was trying to get to

that page, and got an email back saying there'd be a press pass waiting for me at the convention.
Wow, I thought, thank you, Wizard World LA! Why isn't everything this easy? [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08:56 PM PST [Link]

Doki Doki High School, Volume 1
English language version produced by Geneon

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

A high school is perhaps anime's most commonly used setting. For
situations dramatic, romantic, or horrific, most anime characters will spend
at least a little time inside a classroom. Despite the familiarity of the setting,
Doki Doki High School will probably manage to surprise most viewers and
leave them trying to picture the target audience for this show.

The story's premise is interesting. This is one of the very few anime series
with a high school setting that features the teacher as the main character. Our heroine is Mika
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Suzuki, an unmarried 27 year-old who still lives at home with her parents. She stands only 4' 10"
and looks like a little girl. Although it's difficult to believe that in this day and age there are still
classroom situations that weren't already old and tired when our Miss Brooks was still in braids,
the teacher-who-looks-younger-than-her-students scenario hasn't been completely strip-mined
yet. Lots of potential for dramatic, and comedic tension there, I think. (So if you're a would-be WB
exec looking to create the next Beverly Hills 90210 clone!) Doki Doki High School, as anime
frequently does, takes an interesting idea and goes totally oddball with it. Forget The Breakfast
Club style melo-trauma. Doki Doki High School is as zany as Jim Carey on a unicycle in a
monkey costume. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 08:18 AM PST [Link]

Kimagure Orange Road, Volume 1, Volume 2 and Volume 3.
Based on the Comics by Matsumoto Izumi
Distribtured by AnimEigo

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

For me, the most surprising thing about this series is how quaint it makes
the 1980's look. Seeing its schoolgirls in knee-length skirts and boys in
pastels, you'd never know they were making White Snake videos just
across the big pond. My mention of the Reagan decade should set your
radar to buzzing with warnings that Kimagure Orange Road is an anime

oldie-but-goodie. So buckle in, kids. This review is going to be chocked full of caveats, "taking
into considerations" and "appreciating the legacy of this series" type comments. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 08:16 AM PST [Link]

Bottle Fairy, Volume 1
English Language version produced by Geneon

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Diabetics beware! Bottle Fairy is so cute and sweet, it's been scientifically
determined that there's more than an 80% chance it'll make you plotz. If
words like "precious" and "adorable" bother you, turn back now! If you're
disturbed by images of characters with eyes bigger than their hands, read
no further!

Still with me? Okay, then Bottle Fairy is a precious little series starring four
adorable little fairies with eyes almost twice the size of their tiny, chiba hands. (Can't say I didn't
warn you!) These miniature moppets live inside the desk drawer of a teen-aged boy (which
sounds a little Michael Jackson to me, but we see very little of him and are given no explanation
as to how or why the fairies came to be in his desk.) [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 08:14 AM PST [Link]
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Friday, March 17, 2006

Grenuord #1
by Francesca Ghermandi
published by Fantagraphics Books
May, 2005
32pp, b/w

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

After reading Grenuord #1, the first comic in a series of six by Italian comic
book goddess Francesca Ghermandi, I felt like I needed to tilt my head all
the way over to one side and vigorously shake all the pent-up surrealism
out, like a swimmer does who's trapped water in her ear. Film clips from
Brazil, where Robert DeNiro shows up as a bizarrely menacing repairman,

and The Wall, where Pink cringes irritatingly around for an hour and a half, whining that all the
women in his life are out to get him, a droopy black and white pencil illustrated leading man that
looks like Munsch's The Scream, and the old standby of the futuristic world mired in fascism-lite
and fealty to the Corporate Overlords - it was all there. The only thing missing were melting
clocks, but again, this was only the first issue. We don't want to use it all up at once. [more]

Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 10:07 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, March 12, 2006

DearS, Vol. 3 (DVD)
Geneon
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Review by Tom Good

When an anime episode takes place at a bath house or hot springs resort,
you know mayhem is on the way. No anime character ever visits a bath
house, takes a quiet, relaxing, uneventful bath, and then saunters back
home. Rather, an anime bath house visit always includes "accidental" -- yet
mandatory -- ventures into the changing room or bathing area of the
opposite sex, jokes about nudity and the size of various body parts, and
perhaps even contact with aliens or ghosts. Viewers know exactly what to

expect as soon as someone mentions "bath house" or "hot springs," which reduces the chances
that this sort of episode will really succeed. But here in DearS Volume 3, when the inevitable hot
springs chapter arrives, it manages to be funny and entertaining even though it covers a lot of the
traditional ground. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 02:11 PM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, March 8, 2006

Insomnia 1
By Matt Broersma
Fantagraphics Books
25 pp
Date published - 2005

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

My husband often accuses me of being a sucker for marketing, and I have
reluctantly come to believe this is true. Nothing else explains my secret
desire - revealed on this web site for the very first time! - for a Hello, Kitty!

toaster. So cute! So pink! Toast with little cat faces on them! Squeal!

Ahem.

Hey, you know what? Forget I said that.

Let me just say, for whatever reason, I find it delightful when something is as lovely on the inside
as it is on the outside, and this applies very nicely to Matt Broersma’s Insomnia #1. The first in an
ongoing series, Insomnia is one of the first releases from the Ignatz series, a collection of
internationally produced comics that seek to bridge the divide between what most Americans think
of as comics - the thin, mass-produced pamphlets á la Archie and Jughead - and the more
critically accepted graphic novels such as Art Spiegelman’s Pulitzer Prize-winning Maus or David
B’s Epileptic. [more]

Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 12:38 PM PST [Link]
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Tuesday, March 7, 2006

Kaze Hikaru, vol. 1
by Taeko Watanabe
published by VIZ

Review by Tom Good

I rarely read shojo manga, but the cover art for Kaze Hikaru caught my eye
and I decided to give it a try. "Kaze hikaru" means approximately "the wind
is shining," and the winds in question are the winds of change. The story
takes place in 1863, during the turbulent Bakumatsu period of Japanese
history, the same era that serves as the backdrop for Rurouni Kenshin. But
in this story, a young girl named Tominaga Sei disguises herself as a boy,
and in her male identity "Kamiya Seizaburo," she joins a group of samurai.
These are the "Wolves of Mibu," a group loyal to the shogunate, and in their

ranks Sei hopes for a chance to avenge the murder of her parents. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 11:22 PM PST [Link]

Monday, March 6, 2006

Raisin Pie #4
By: Rick Altergott / Ariel Bordeaux 
Publisher: Fantagraphics Books 
Page Count: 32pp 
Date Published: 2005

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

I feel like I came in a bit late to the party to review Rick Altergott and Ariel
Bordeaux's indie comic Raisin Pie #4, but even being plopped down in the
middle of a couple of plotlines, I found the stories engaging enough to make
me interested in reading the first three.

The fourth issue of Raisin Pie contains three stories each from the husband and wife team,
Bordeaux leading the way with the first two, "The Pentecostal Pyro" and "The Wrong Love," and
Altergott finishing things up with the more visually complex "Blessed Be," and two one page
panels, "Young Doofus," and super surreal "The Garden Weasel" on the back cover, an odd little
tale that reads like a Kids in the Hall sketch gone horribly awry. [more]

Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 06:20 PM PST [Link]
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Thursday, March 2, 2006

Star Trek Crosswords. Book 4
Edited by John M. Samson
Pocket Books, New York

Review by Kitty Johnson

Me! Me! Call on me, Mr. Internet, call on me!!!

'Cause I bet I'm the only one here who has actually read Meyer Levin's The
Old Bunch! And the reason I bring this up now is because I can only
remember one brief vignette from it -- see, one of the main characters was

developmentally disabled and the epiphany occurs when her son who is this brilliant genius who
for some reason never suspects she was developmentally disabled until he looked at some of the
crossword puzzles she was always working on and found they were nothing but letters randomly
placed in the little boxes!!!!! [more]

Posted by Kitty Johnson @ 01:20 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, March 1, 2006

Bottle Fairy, Volume 2 (DVD)
Distributed by Geneon
DVD release date November 2005

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

I'm not sure how this happened, but I managed to make it to the age of 36
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relatively anime-free. This era recently ended with the viewing of the last 6
episodes of the Japanese children's television show Bottle Fairy. It seems
the Bottle Fairies are four female fairies, sent to Earth in bottles with a small
white winged cat to spend a year studying humanity, in some sort of
human/fairy exchange student program. Their host family consists of the

somewhat anonymous Sensai-san, a college student with sexy shaggy hair and an aw-shucks
demeanor. Sensai-san, presumably, is to guide them toward humanity, teaching them about
traditional and modern Japanese customs, and introducing them to different seasonal holidays
and festivals. Most of their information, unfortunately for them, is actually given by Sensai-san's
next door neighbor, Tamachan, whose certainty is persuasive, if sometimes misguided, and,
typical of the first-grader she is, she takes great delight in issuing them humanizing tasks before
getting distracted and wandering off to play video games. [more]

Posted by Leigh Anne Wilson @ 10:03 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Appleseed SE
Distributed by Geneon

Review by Kelly Taylor

First, let me get the hype out of the way -- Appleseed is more than a movie.
It's the future of anime!

Okay, just had to get that off my chest. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 01:40 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, February 26, 2006

Odds'R, The Odds on Everything Book
By Roger L. Schlaifer
Published by Bantam Dell
A Division of Random House, Inc.

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

You don't have to be good at math or a whiz at statistics to enjoy this book.
It's a collection of quizzes on topics fascinating to the human condition; Life
or Death, Health & Happiness, Love & Marriage, and everything in between.
Roger Schlaifer has collected the odds on everything to do with these
diverse topics and arranged them in a humorous multiple choice format to
test your knowledge of Life As We Know It. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 11:58 AM PST [Link]
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Saturday, February 25, 2006

Princess Ninja Scroll Tenka Muso, Volume 1 and
Volume 2
by Akane Sasaki
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

Imagine a tale of the American wild West where Wyatt
Earp is a little girl, Wild Bill Hickok is a talking iguana,
Billy the Kid is a sasquatch, and the Dalton Gang is
made up of androids. This story is just as weird as
that, but set in Japan instead of America. The

publisher describes these books as "inspired by the true life events of one Hattori Hanzo,
recognized as Japan's greatest ninja and accomplished samurai." That may be its inspiration, but
that description omits any hint of how wacky this version is. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 11:36 PM PST [Link]

Monday, February 20, 2006

Geneon Launches Video Podcast

Geneon Entertainment, the publisher of some of my favorite anime including Jubei-chan and
Starship Operators, have launched a free video podcast available at iTunes. Right now it consists
of video trailers for upcoming releases, but Geneon plans to expand the content to include
behind-the-scenes features, sneak previews and exclusive footage only available through the
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podcast. I tried this out on my video iPod and it looks pretty good. My only issue with it is that
letterboxed content makes the iPod's already tiny screen seem even smaller, so this is one of the
few cases where I would prefer to see a "pan and scan" version. But I still found it worth adding to
my subscribed podcasts.

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:27 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, February 19, 2006

baobab, Vol. 1
by Igort
Fantagraphics Books

Review by Tom Good

This graphic novel tells parallel stories that take place in Japan and South
America in the year 1910. In Japan's Chiba prefecture, a young boy named
Hiroshi listens to his grandmother tell spooky stories of her years in Africa,
where the villagers believed that a monkey god lived in a baobab tree. A
family disappeared into the tree and only a newborn baby emerged. As the

grandmother tells the story, the eerie shape of the tree seems to appear as a shadow on the wall
behind her. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 12:03 PM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, February 15, 2006

Viewtiful Joe Vol. 1 (DVD)
Geneon

Review by Tom Good

Viewtiful Joe is a bit like the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles of 2006. But
where TMNT began with Eastman and Laird's black-and-white comic and
eventually spawned videogames by Konami, Joe began as a side-scrolling
video game from Capcom, and appears here as an animated cartoon.

Joe is an average guy who is a huge fan of superhero adventures,
especially his favorite Captain Blue. One day while watching a Captain Blue

movie with his girlfriend Sylvia, he watches in horror as she is kidnapped into the world of the
movie by the on-screen villian. He follows her in, where he learns to transform into the superhero
Viewtiful Joe by saying "Henshin a go-go, baby!" (Henshin means metamorphosis in Japanese,
and is also the name of a genre of movies featuring transforming superheroes.) As Viewtiful Joe,
he has a variety of powers including slowing down time. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 11:07 PM PST [Link]

[Archive Index] [Main Index]

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B000BSO70K/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B000BSO70K/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://www.geneonanimation.com/
http://www.ninjaturtles.com/
http://www.ninjaturtles.com/comics/mirage/one/pg01.htm
http://ironmonkey.blogspot.com/
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/


J LHLS Archives: February 2006

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-02122006-02182006.htm[4/27/2019 2:36:33 PM]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals anywhere. (PromoCode
HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam, comments are

http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


J LHLS Archives: February 2006

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-02122006-02182006.htm[4/27/2019 2:36:33 PM]

closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with your comment and we'll add it.



J LHLS Archives: February 2006

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-02052006-02112006.htm[4/27/2019 2:36:37 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron
J LHLS Archives: February 2006

Saturday, February 11, 2006

HARK! An 87th Precinct Mystery
By Ed McBain
Published by Pocket Star Books, 2004.

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Okay, mystery fans, I've got good news and bad news. The good news is
Ed McBain has written yet another book about the 87th Precinct. The bad
news is Ed McBain died of cancer on July 7th, 2005 at the age of 78. So the
question is, where did this new 87th Precinct novel come from? And the
answer is: the book was written and released in 2004, dummy! A year
before McBain's death! So this is obviously a re-release of a book you
haven't read before! Duh!

The point is that you 87th Precinct devotees shouldn't expect any more new releases from Ed
McBain in the coming year, unless he left a few "canned" novels on tape or notes for new books,
to be transcribed, written into book form and released at regular intervals. (Which seems to be the
case with a certain female fantasy writer of whom I'm quite fond; why else would she have so
many recent releases with the same collaborator? But I digress...) [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 09:56 AM PST [Link]

Thursday, February 9, 2006

The Lonely Ring Finger (Pre-Order*)
Only the Ring Finger Knows Novel

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0743476522
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0743476522
http://simonsays.com/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709041
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709041


J LHLS Archives: February 2006

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-02052006-02112006.htm[4/27/2019 2:36:37 PM]

Author/Artist: Satoru Kannagi, Hotaru Odagiri
ISBN: 1569709041
246 pages
Dimensions: 4 1/8" x 6 3/4"
Release Date: Mar 15, 2006
SRP: $8.95

Not only in Yuichi the most mysterious, sought-after guy at school, he's got
an excellent shot at getting into any prestigious University...and no one
knows this better than his secret love, Wataru. But instead of a vacation
break spent celebrating beneath the fragrant sway of summer blossoms,

both boys must surrender to Yuichi's grueling study schedule. How can they possibly sweeten the
deal? A bet that promises to take their young relationship to the next level is in the works, but
Wataru complicates matters when the very ring that symbolizes their precious bond goes missing.
Prying girls and wisecracking best friends only fuel the flames of gossip, and soon the small white
lies that were only meant to protect the heart of Wataru's beloved become poison arrows. With
the test and their relationship on the line, can the boys hold on long enough to survive the sticky
meltdown of their longest summer. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 06:48 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, February 7, 2006

The Freebooters
by Barry Windsor-Smith
Fantagraphics Books

review by Tom Good

Barry Windsor-Smith, who worked on the Conan comic in the 1970s, later
created a tale of another legendary warrior named Axus. Axus, who once
saved the city of Shahariza from the demon Ammon-Gra, is past his prime -
- a washed-up hero who has put on some weight and spends his time
drinking at the Peacock tavern. A young man named Aran arrives in town to
warn of a terrible new danger, but is Axus up to the task of saving the world

again? [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 09:06 AM PST [Link]
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Saturday, February 4, 2006

Brokeback Mountain
Directed by Ang Lee
2005

Reviewed by Lene Taylor

I know, you're all wondering why I haven't reviewed this movie sooner.
Cowboys, hot gay sex, handsome men with impenetrable accents, angst,
gorgeous scenery - it doesn't get much better than that, does it? [more]

Posted by Lene Taylor @ 07:40 PM PST [Link]

Monday, January 30, 2006

DON'T TALK ABOUT RELIGION OR POLITICS
Sergio Hernandez, Gwyneth Leech, Poli Marichal, John Paul Thornton, and
Mark Vallen.
Opened January 7th at the Ave. 50 Studio (131 N. Ave. 50 in Highland
Park).

Review by Don Newton

Unfortunately, this show is about to close (February 6) but if you can make it…

The Avenue 50 Studio is a bare storefront-size room in one half of an old building next to the new
tracks of the Gold Line. The exhibit is arranged (unsurprisingly) on 3 of the 4 walls, presenting an
initial aspect of passivity, which the subject matter immediately begins to contradict.
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The only exception to the painterly, wall-mounted artwork is Poli Marichal's disturbing "Elegy to
Scheharazade," an installation piece: a rug mounted on a bloody, muslin-covered table, and
strewn with severed heads. On the rug itself, a red form of a woman is painted, with one of the
stylized heads lying on her stomach. The rest of the heads are piled at the foot of the table on a
bloody cloth, and it feels like the blood will get on your shoes unless you're very careful. Behind
this, there are several small paper images of the "eye of Fatima," a traditional Muslim design with
mottoes on each: "Freedom to Study," "Freedom to Love," "Equal Rights as Men," "Freedom of
Movement," "Freedom of Speech." She has three more paintings on a facing wall, each of them
dealing with a religious theme interspersed with politics. [more]

Posted by Don Newton @ 09:42 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, January 27, 2006

Starship Operators, Vol. 1 Revolution (DVD)
Distributed by Geneon

Review by Tom Good

What if your interplanetary rebellion were funded by a reality TV show? This
is the question brilliantly posed by Starship Operators. The crew of the
starship Amaterasu, stunned by the news that their home world has
surrendered to the enemy Kingdom of Henrietta, decides to continue the
fight on their own. But financing a war requires resources beyond the reach
of these young cadets, so they do what media-savvy kids would naturally
do: they sign a TV contract for the broadcast rights to their story.

The media money flows in, but so does the pressure to keep the ratings up. At one point the
show's producer urges the crew to pursue a risky military strategy because viewers want to see
more action and explosions. Starship Operators serves up some beautiful social commentary
about pop culture and the influence of media, but does it with plenty of humor. I really enjoyed the
writing in this anime; it seems like a perfect story for our time. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 01:28 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, January 25, 2006

Owly: Flying Lessons 
by Andy Runton
Top Shelf Productions
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Review by Kathryn Ramage

In this latest all-ages graphic novel in the charming Owly series, Owly and
his best friend Wormy see a flying squirrel in the forest one night and, once
they figure out what this strange and fast-moving creature is, try to befriend
it.

The flying squirrel is of course alarmed at the sight of Owly--owls, after all,
naturally feed on small rodents--and it's up to the completely non-threatening invertebrate Wormy
to make the first overtures of friendship. Once the two are friends, the squirrel takes Wormy out
flying, carrying Wormy on his back as he glides from tree to tree. Eventually, after some literal ups
and downs, Owly joins them. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 02:36 PM PST [Link]
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Monday, January 16, 2006

The Siren Queen
by Fiona Buckley
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Kathryn Ramage

The Siren Queen is the latest Ursula Blanchard mystery, set in the age of
Queen Elizabeth I. Ursula is a lady of the court, an unacknowledged
illegitimate sister of Elizabeth, and she serves as a sometime spy on the
queen's behalf. This latest story in the series is wound around the historical
1569 Ridolfi Plot, in which an Italian nobleman involved various nobles of
England--some willingly, some unaware of what they were getting into--in a
complex conspiracy to see Mary, Queen of Scots, restored to her own

throne... and eventually to Elizabeth's, with a corresponding return of England to Catholicism.
[more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 11:10 AM PST [Link]
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Tuesday, January 10, 2006

Take Me
by Bella Andre
Published by Pocket Books, 2005

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Having just finished one book featuring a plus-sized heroine (Alternate
Beauty by Andrea Rains Waggener), I wasn't reluctant to start another novel
with a plus-sized protagonist. Her name is Lily Ellis, an interior designer
from San Francisco; she has red hair, blue eyes and abundant curves.
Unlike Ronnie Tremayne, the heroine of "Alternate Beauty", Lily is a mere
size sixteen, which makes her too fat for the average American, but the
perfect size for Italian men, who prefer full-figured women. Italy plays a

prominent role in this story, especially Tuscany, where the man of Lily's dreams, the gorgeous
blonde architect Travis Carson, takes her on a buying trip to furnish a house he just built. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 06:25 PM PST [Link]

Monday, January 9, 2006

Fafner - (V.3) Human Force (DVD)
Geneon

Review by Tom Good

Though the plot of Volume 2 had some dramatic twists and emotional
moments, the script in Volume 3 falls short of that mark. Because of this, it
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is the artwork that takes charge of this disc. The gorgeous backgrounds,
colors and glow effects kept me spellbound even as I lost interest in the
dialogue. Color supervisor Hitomi Okura, along with "team Triple A"
(credited with ink and paint), deserve a lot of credit for creating scenes with
beautiful color balance. Everything from the giant mecha to the island's

scenery looked great, and I could have watched some of these scenes over and over. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 09:17 PM PST [Link]
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Thursday, December 29, 2005

Alternate Beauty
By Andrea Rains Waggener
Published by Bantam Dell, August 2005

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

I don't know when I've enjoyed a more satisfying read! Such a simple story;
at least it starts out that way, with an overweight woman, Ronnie Tremayne,
who dreams of being a fashion designer. But she has to settle for being a
saleswoman in a plus-size boutique because she lacks confidence, thanks
to a perfectionist Rich Bitch mother who starves herself to remain a perfect
size 10, as well as the daily insults she and every other fat person has to
endure from a society that equates thin with beautiful. It all comes to a head

when Mommy Dearest informs Ronnie that her boss, an overweight woman herself, is thinking of
letting her go because the customers at Luscious Landing Large Women's Clothing Boutique find
her weight "disturbing". How can fat women find another fat woman disturbing? Poor Ronnie is
only a size 28! Compared to some of the human hippos I've seen taking up two bus seats, she
sounds positively girlish! [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 10:19 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, December 25, 2005

Green River, Running Red
By Ann Rule
Published by Pocket Star, a division of Simon and Schuster, Inc.
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Review by Richard Mellott

This True Crime story about the serial killer who stalked the South side of
Seattle for many years is quite gripping from page 1 to the end. We are all
fascinated with death and mayhem, and this man provided us with plenty of
grist for the mill. Our author, who lived in the area during the era, was
writing other stories, and going to local readings, but kept up on this story as
it developed. Once Gary Ridgway was identified as the Green River Killer,
and his picture published, both she and her daughter recognized him as a
man who silently watched from the wings as she gave book talks about
other murder cases. Her personal involvement in the investigations, and her

previous police investigator experience, lend a great deal of credibility to her descriptive accounts
of the long investigation's evolution. [more]

Posted by Richard Mellott @ 07:44 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, December 23, 2005

Love and Honor
By Randall Wallace
Wheelhouse Books

Review by Chad Denton

Because he cannot find a way to adequately and concisely describe his
feelings on the book, "Love and Honor," through a traditional review, the
author of this review, Chad Denton, will instead record an imaginary
conversation with a friend (with bits of real conversations thrown in):

"Hey, Chad, why are you reading a book by Randall Wallace? I thought you
hated 'Braveheart'"?

"Well, I hated the movie. I never read the book and after reading this I never will. But, still, it might
be much better than this book., unless it keeps that cheesy and idiotic plot twist about William
Wallace being Edward III's real father. Oh, and the homophobia..." [more]

Posted by Chad Denton @ 11:13 PM PST [Link]
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Thursday, December 15, 2005

Jubei-chan 2: The Counterattack of Siberia Yagyu, Vol. 3 Revelation (DVD)
Geneon

Review by Tom Good

Jubei-chan 2, the comedy about a junior high school girl who is the
reincarnation of a 17th century samurai, has become one of my favorite
anime series. This disc comes filled with the series' typically quirky humor.
Characters talk about things that happened "in the last series," as if they
know they inhabit a sequel. Jubei-chan's father tells the long-winded
narrator to shut up. And in a subtle yet hilarious gag, one of the "monkey
boys" quickly draws some portraits featuring detail and shading that is

artistically superior to the style in which he himself is drawn. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 11:57 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, December 11, 2005

Death Note, Vol. 1 & Vol. 2
Story by Tsugumi Ohba
Art by Takeshi Obata
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

Light Yagami has a magic notebook, originally the
property of a Shinigami, or "death god." If Light writes

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B0009ZE9H6/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B0009ZE9H6/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://www.geneonanimation.com/
http://ironmonkey.blogspot.com/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1-4215-0168-6
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1-4215-0169-4
http://www.viz.com/


J LHLS Archives: December 2005

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-12112005-12172005.htm[4/27/2019 2:36:59 PM]

someone's name down in the book, that person will
die. When I first heard about this I thought it was a
clever story idea, but then I wondered how it would be
possible to sustain it for more than a few dozen pages.
First he will have to decide whether to use the

notebook, and of course he will use it, since otherwise the story would be boring. So, with an
undetectable way to kill people, he will kill some, and then what? He sits around feeling guilty?
Actually, Tsugumi Ohba turns this into a very interesting story about the cat-and-mouse game
between Light and the detective who is trying to catch him.
[more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 12:22 PM PST [Link]
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Tuesday, December 6, 2005

Mermaid Forest, Vol. 3 "Unquenchable Thirst" (DVD)
Geneon Distribution

Review by Tom Good

Eating mermaid's flesh is a kind of culinary Russian roulette: most of those
who partake are killed or turned into deformed monsters, but for a lucky few
the result is immortality. Rumiko Takahashi's Mermaid Forest fixates on this
idea, spinning out many variations on its "just say no to mermaid flesh"
public service campaign. (After watching many episodes, a running joke in
my house now goes something like this: "You know what I did today?" "You
ate the mermaid flesh!?") But though the concept may be rather odd, this

DVD is quite good, with quality English voice acting and the best visuals in the series so far,
featuring some high-contrast scenes and nice glow and fog effects. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 07:17 PM PST [Link]

Monday, December 5, 2005

Aeon Flux
Directed by Karyn Kusama
Written by Phil Hay and Mat Manfredi
Characters by Peter Chung

Review by Chad Denton

I was required by law - nerd law - to go watch "Aeon Flux," so I could help
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gauge Hollywood's latest butchering of a well-executed, original concept.

Of course, to some of us the relationship between Hollywood and 'fandoms'
is like that of an abusive lover and their victim; maybe, just maybe, this time,
the victim hopes, they'll be different. And, while I knew that it would be

impossible to make an even mostly faithful adaptation of "Aeon Flux" that would appeal to a
broader, mainstream audience, I was hoping we'd at least get an interesting and fun action/sci-fi
exercise out of the bargain. 
[more]

Posted by Chad Denton @ 08:30 PM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, November 30, 2005

Submarine File
by Carmen Ogden
Published by Happy Goat

Review by Tom Good

The more comics I read, the more surprised I am to come across something
really new and different. I usually note how much a comic grabs me with its
first impression, and then compare that with how much staying power it has:
how much and how long I keep thinking about it after I've finished reading.
In both of these categories, Carmen Ogden's mysterious Submarine File
series scores high marks. When I discovered it at the Stumptown Comics

Fest earlier this year, it stood out from the other comics I saw that day, and I have been thinking
about it ever since.
[more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 09:07 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, November 29, 2005

Mad Night
by Richard Sala
Published Fantagraphics Books, Inc.

Review by Kathryn Ramage

Judy Drood, Girl Detective, is my new hero. This Nancy Drew wannabe may
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swear a blue streak when faced with a bizarre or dangerous situation, but
she never loses her head and always manages to fend for herself in a crisis.
She's always prepared for an emergency. As she explains to one of her
would-be abductors after he returns to find her not so tied up as she was
when he left her:

"You think I've never been tied up before? A couple of Houdini moves, a little wriggling
and--bingo! I grab my trusty blade--which is always strapped to my thigh. You clowns

don't know how to search girls, do you?"

[more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 01:10 PM PST [Link]
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Sunday, November 20, 2005

Why do Men Have Nipples?
Hundreds of Questions You'd Only Ask a Doctor After Your Third Martini
By Mark Leyner and Billy Goldberg, M.D.
Three Rivers Press (a division of Random House), 2005

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

When I selected this book for review, I was under the impression that it was
a serious, informative tome written by a doctor and a scholarly layman,
using a question and answer format to respond to all the questions that are
most commonly asked of doctors at parties. And was it? Well, yes and no.

You see, while Billy Goldberg is a real doctor who works as an emergency
room physician in New York City, Mark Leyner is a real smartass who normally writes topical,
satiric humor, a la Dave Barry. You may have read some of his books, My Cousin, My
Gastroenterologist; Tooth Imprints on a Corn Dog, I Smell Esther Williams, etc. This dynamic duo
makes a credible attempt to answer the questions most frequently asked by party guests of
anybody who is introduced as a doctor, in the form of a table of contents divided into chapters
with headings like "YOU ARE WHAT YOU EAT for food questions ("Why are you served juice
and cookies after you donate blood?"), "BODY ODDITIES" for physical questions (like the titular
question "Why do men have nipples?") and even "ALL YOU (N)EVER WANTED TO KNOW
ABOUT SEX (for the answer to such old wives' tales as "Does using a tampon for the first time
make you lose your virginity?"). But the running (or run-on) dialog Dr. Goldberg uses between
chapters to describe a party that he and Mark went to, where he was pestered with dumb
questions like the aforementioned while Mark made a pest of himself by getting drunk and giving
impromptu lectures on Life, the Universe, and Everything, as well as the many transcripts from
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their Instant Messaging, which resembles a Marx Brother's movie script, lets you know that
neither of these gentlemen (a word that is debatable in Mr. Leyner's case) really takes this book
seriously. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 01:00 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, November 19, 2005

The Light Invisible
by Robert Hugh Benson
Published by Once and Future Books

Review by Kathryn Ramage

The Light Invisible, originally published in 1903 and recently republished by
Once and Future Books, is a sort of spiritual supernatural tale. The story is
not so much a novel as it is a series of vignettes about an elderly priest who
sees something beyond the material world (rather like the lead character in
his brother E.F. Benson's short story, "The Man Who Went Too Far," with
less disastrous results.) Each chapter/vignette is framed by the priest telling
the narrator about the extraordinary things he has seen in the invisible

world--visible to him--throughout his life. 
[more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 10:53 AM PST [Link]

Wednesday, November 16, 2005

FullMetal Alchemist Volume 1: The Land of Sand (novel)
by Makoto Inoue
Translated by Alexander O. Smith
Published by VIZ Media

Review by Tom Good
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This novel, based on the hit anime and manga series FullMetal Alchemist,
tells the story of Edward and Alphonse Elric, two boys who have suffered
the consequences of an alchemy experiment gone wrong. This disaster left
Edward with an artificial leg and hand, and his younger brother Alphonse as
a disembodied spirit inhabiting a large suit of armor. The two heroes search
for the Philosopher's Stone in the hopes that it can restore their bodies. On
their journey, they come across a desert mining town in decline, with the

gold rush over and its fortunes long past. Here, another pair of boys has been impersonating the
Elrics and conducting alchemy experiments of their own. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 09:49 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, November 13, 2005

Gankutsuou: The Count of Monte Cristo, Chapter One
English Language version produced by Geneon, 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Gankutsuou is without a doubt the most stunning anime I have ever seen in
my entire life. The visuals grab you by the eyeballs and swing you around
like it's a three-year-old with a rag doll for the entire duration of this DVD.
After seeing the trailer for Gankutsuou, I cynically thought, "Well, that's
impressive, but I wonder what it will really look like?" Imagine my surprise to
find that the episodes actually look like the trailer. It was quite a shock to a
jaded critic like me, let me assure you.

Gankutsuou has an art film look to it, due primarily to the unique method the
art director chose for presenting textures. Hair and clothing move over texture that remains
stationary...Yeah, I'm afraid that's the best I can do to explain it. This technique gives the film a
rich, but oddly off-kilter look. The creators throw in a lot of unexpected elements to almost every
scene to keep the viewer off-balance and engaged. The first episode opens at carnival. The
colors are dazzling. The amount of movement and detail stuns you. "Something," you realize,
though, as you see the Earth hanging in the sky of a city on Luna, "is wrong here." [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 04:34 PM PST [Link]

Rurouni Kenshin, Volumes 17 and 18
Story and Art by Nobuhiro Watsuki

English Language version produced by VIZ Media

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Sometimes it's entertaining to enter a storyline in the
middle of the action instead of at the beginning. This
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was my experience with Rurouni Kenshin. I had heard
of this classic manga series and its anime adaptation
before, but had never read or seen any of it. These
two volumes of the manga series plunge the reader
breathlessly into the heat of the action. Volume 17
presents a climatic battle. Volume 18 lets the readers

see the characters collecting themselves before being swept up into Meijii era intrigue once more.
Important relationships are already established and are being tested. These two volumes give the
reader an exciting snapshot of vigorous series in progress. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 04:28 PM PST [Link]

Samurai Champloo, Volume 2 and 3
English Language version produced by Geneon, 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

At first, when you hear the rap theme music paired
with the wood-block print-like graphics of the Samurai
Champloo's introduction, you're going to think, "What
an interesting choice the translators have made
here..." Nope. The rap is original. These people are
serious about their anachronisms. Shinichiro
Watanabe, who also worked on Cowboy Bebop and

the Animatrix, directs the series. Chief designers include Kazuto Nakazawa (Kill Bill Vol.1) and
Mahiro Maeda (Last Exile, Blue Submarine No. 6). If you can mentally combine the quirky, hip
attitudes of all these projects into one very quirky, very hip series and set it in feudal Japan,
you've got Samurai Champloo. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 06:59 AM PST [Link]

Blame! Vol 1
By Tsutomu Nihei
English Language version produced by TOKYOPOP

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

It's my own fault. I chose this book to review because its blurb lauded its
similarity to French comics. Halfway through the manga, I remembered why
I don't like French comics. It's not the French. It's me -- I say as if I'm
breaking up with this manga. Although I'm no Mary Sunshine, I'm just
too...American to enjoy this much existentialism in one large dose. If you
are a jaded, Goth, cyberpunk with a taste for Satre, though, Blame! may be
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just your cup of absinthe. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 06:55 AM PST [Link]

Howl’s Moving Castle
From the Novel by Diana Wynne Jones
Screenplay written and directed by Hayao Miyazaki
English language version produced by VIZ Media

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

The first thing I feel I must tell you about this manga is that it's not really a
manga. It's the picture book version of a movie by the same people who
created "Kiki's Delivery Service," "Nausicaa and the Valley of the Wind,"
"Princess Mononoke," and "My Neighbor Totoro." I call it a picture book
instead of a manga because the illustrations are fairly uniform sized stills
from the movie with dialogue balloons inserted. The arrangement of the
pictures displays none of the artfully varied compositional style typical of

manga art. However, that being said, it is a lovely little book. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 06:51 AM PST [Link]

Ghost Talker's Daydream
English Language version by Geneon

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

If I have learned nothing else from "Ghost Talker's DayDream," it is that you
can't judge an anime by its trailer. The trailer for this DVD paints the picture
of an arrestingly dark gothic fantasy. I was particularly intrigued by the fact
that the main character is a medium who works part-time as a dominatrix.
Usually mediums in anime are very spiritual characters. In the same way
that people in Western narratives who meet angels are usually nice, (at
least somewhat) religious people, Japanese characters who have contact

with the spirit world are usually good Buddhists -- calm and responsible. "What could happen," I
wondered, "that could cause this person who is in contact with suffering souls to want to inflict
pain for a living?" [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 06:48 AM PST [Link]
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Saturday, November 12, 2005

Tenjho Tenge, Round Three DVD
Distributed by Geneon

Review by Tom Good

Maya, the beautiful leader of the Juken club, executes a flying leg scissors
attack, crushing her opponent's head between her thighs. This move not-
so-coincidentally causes her miniskirt to ride up and expose her panties,
and the sequence features a ridiculous zoom and slow-motion effect. Back
on her feet, she turns towards the "camera" and asks, "was the fan service
a bit much?" The delivery of this line slyly suggests that the question might
be coming from the actress who plays Maya and not the character, almost

like this is an outtake. Here in volume three, Tenjho Tenge starts to poke a little fun at itself.
[more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 03:16 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, November 10, 2005

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 8

Gardening, literature, porn, comics... 
Editorial

Posted by Editor @ 09:29 PM PST [Link]

I really want my garden to look like the pictures in the catalog.
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The Noble Nature
By Lynn Loper

Posted by Editor @ 09:26 PM PST [Link]

For one thing, she didn't like to be hot, and the time when gardens in Delaware need the most
attention is in July and August, when the temperatures run around 90F and the humidity around
100F.
My Mother Hated Gardening
By Lynn Loper

Posted by Editor @ 09:25 PM PST [Link]

A look at moral perspectives in the various film and TV versions of The Forsyte Saga
Autres Forsytes, Autres Mores
By Kathryn L. Ramage

Posted by Editor @ 09:24 PM PST [Link]

Last fall, my students were doubly pleased when I made a connection between Berger's
observations on oil painting and artwork generated using Poser, my 3D graphics obsession of
choice.
Poser Nation
By Kelly S. Taylor

Posted by Editor @ 09:22 PM PST [Link]

Like soap operas, superhero comics are a notoriously conservative genre, even despite the
celebration of such innovative imaginations as Grant Morrison, Alan Moore, or Warren Ellis.
Tearing Down the House of Morrison
By Chad Denton

Posted by Editor @ 09:21 PM PST [Link]

My super-heroes were Amazons -- Wonder Woman and Troia -- because of what they
represented to me. Wonder Woman wanted more than anything else in the world for human
beings to peacefully coexist with each other. I can think of no greater sentiment than that, and
that's why she's my hero.
An Interview with Phil Jimenez
By Chad Denton

Posted by Editor @ 09:20 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, November 6, 2005

One Little Sin
By Liz Carlyle
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Lynn Loper

I have one of those history major's problems with "One Little Sin".
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Someone in the book mentions wondering if Wellington will resign, which
places it between 1828 and 1830. And Lord (or maybe Sir; he's called both
in the course of the book) Alasdair MacLachlan, who is Scottish, lives in
London. I wonder why? I wonder if he would have been entirely welcome in
London at this time? I know Scotland and things Scottish became popular
during Victoria's reign, but she didn't ascend the throne until 1837. [more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 04:47 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!
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Thursday, November 3, 2005

Spiral-Bound: Top Secret Summer
by Aaron Renier
Top Shelf Comics

Review by Kathryn Ramage

So, you're a shy little elephant named Turnip living in an average small town
with your dad (who makes a mean peanut stroganoff) and you dream of
being an astronaut. Your new best friend, a hound-dog named Stucky, has
a crush on the girl who sat two seats ahead of him in school; she's a bunny-
rabbit with journalistic ambitions, and becomes the 'cub' reporter for an

underground newspaper run by a dryly humorous and old-fashioned hipster tortoise. You're
taking a summer art class--the teacher, Ms. Skrimshaw, is a baleen whale who gets around on
dry land in an enormous water-filled globe on a giant tractor--and you have to come up with a
good idea for a sculpting project. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 02:01 PM PST [Link]

Yaoi-con of my Middle Age
By Ginger Mayerson

EDIT 111005: Here's a link to Lene Taylor's Yaoi-Con podcast, with me! And also special
guest Isaac Lew of Digital Manga Publishing. Podcast 14 and I read comics website.

So I decided to go to Yaoi-Con No. 5 and I'm very glad I did. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10:26 AM PST [Link]
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Tuesday, November 1, 2005

Alien Rock: The Rock'n'Roll Extraterrestrial Connection
By Michael C. Luckman
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Richard Mellott

Just the title is enough to get a skeptic like me going on and on about the
nut-jobs roaming the planet…and then I thought, I like science fiction, why
not go along for a pretend ride? So, Google in hand, I proceeded to read,
giggle, and google names, dates, and stories. I wanted to check into these
stories about Aliens and Rock Stars.

I started doing the dates and names together, and got some interesting
results. I did find that some of the people he mentions did exist, but not in relationship to the
artists or events in question. When I began to see that happening again and again, I realized this
author probably just used the art of juxtaposition to bring unlikely stories together, with a sense of
reality. One of the rock concerts he talks about happened on the dates he mentioned, and was
organized by the managers that he names, but the key figures never mention the events he talks
about in his book. I am referring to a man named Dr. Don Hamrick, who was supposed to have
been introduced to John Lennon as a concert promoter. The mention of two other concert
promoters, John Brower and Ritchie Yorke, who were actually associated with a peace festival in
Toronto in 1970, apparently lent some credibility to the story. Hamrick's alias of Z. Charneau
didn't show up anywhere, either. So, I began to see how, by inserting a "mysterious character" he
was able to spin fantastic tales that gave a sense of historic basis in fact, a common ploy used by
historical fiction writers. That's all well and good in a literary piece, but not in a supposed reality-
based story about aliens. [more]

Posted by Richard Mellott @ 06:45 PM PST [Link]

Monday, October 31, 2005

Fafner, Vol. 2
"Ultimate Sacrifice"
DVD
Distributed by Geneon

Review by Tom Good

I tend to mentally classify anime according to how much yelling they
contain. Action/adventure and science fiction anime often have a lot of
yelling (with some notable exceptions like Cowboy Bebop). And for some
reason, stories with giant mecha are usually scream-fests. There may be a
direct correlation between the size of the monsters or mecha that the

heroes must fight, and the amount and volume of yelling. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 07:12 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, October 30, 2005

Ghost In The Shell 2: Innocence
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After The Long Goodbye
by Masaki Yamada
translated by Yuji Oniki with Carl Gustav Horn
Published by VIZ Media

Review by Tom Good

Sometimes a hard-boiled cyborg detective just wants to do the right thing
for his dog. He'll go out in the rain to get her favorite dog food. And if his
dog goes missing, he'll do anything to track her down. His electronic brain
gives him superior reflexes, but it has its vulnerabilites. Hackers can insert
false data into his memories. And his love for his dog may lead him into
great danger. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 04:16 PM PST [Link]

Mermaid Forest, Vol. 2 
"Bitter Flesh"
by Rumiko Takahashi
Distributed by Geneon

Review by Tom Good

Eating mermaid flesh grants some people the gift of immortality, but drives
others insane or turns them into deformed monsters. Yuta and Mana came
out on the good side of this gamble, and gained immortality and healing
abilities from their supernatural snack. But when Mana gets hit by a truck,
Yuta arrives at the clinic looking for her, only to be told that Mana has

already left. He searches a nearby forest, which is rumored to contain the burial site of a mermaid.
Then a giant monster dog attacks him, and it seems that the dog's owner may have her own
plans for Mana. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 03:27 PM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, October 26, 2005

Arcadia of my Middle Age
Some thoughts on Space Pirate Captain Harlock

A Revessay by Ginger Mayerson

Ginger Mayerson: Alex Row is very sexy. ... Where did this character come from? What was the
inspiration for Alex Row?

Range Murata: The director and writer asked me to model him after Captain Harlock, who is from
an earlier anime series. He's a character that goes by himself, a loner. Captain Harlock is that
character, and they asked me to make Alex Row Captain Harlock-ish. Same kind of black
clothes.
An Interview with Range Murata, July 3, 2005

Famous last words: What's Captain Harlock?

Disclaimer: Eventually I'll send "Arcadia of my Youth" and "Space Pirate Captain Herlock, The
Endless Odyssey, Outside Legend" from the completely wonderful people at AnimEigo and
Geneon, to the completely wonderful Kelly Taylor for a real review. She's a very serious person.
Years ago, she used to watch undubbed and unsubtitled versions of bootlegged Harlock and then
wait for translations to be posted to the BBS. I mean, wow! Anyway, she's the one who noticed
that AnimEigo had "Arcadia of my Youth" and then I noticed Herlock at Geneon, and then I
watched those DVDs and this essay-like thing you're about to read (unless you've surfed off) is
what happened next. Although they both start with letter "e," this is more of an exorcism than an
essay. That being said, all that's left to say is: Proceed at your own risk. [more]

http://liheliso.org/
http://www.animeigo.com/Products/AOMY.t
http://geneonanimation.com/MainContentPage.aspx?PageUID=57464a8a-7851-4ec0-9b3c-1b73a1715e80&CatUID=7e51ecae-1202-4cf7-bba0-0c37b9953f93&Letter=C&TitleType=bc3bba18-208c-4534-9697-f3719fd13683&Title=4380ce22-2f2f-4381-9867-59a37e0330d8&ctl_BrowseGridpg=0
http://geneonanimation.com/MainContentPage.aspx?PageUID=57464a8a-7851-4ec0-9b3c-1b73a1715e80&CatUID=7e51ecae-1202-4cf7-bba0-0c37b9953f93&Letter=C&TitleType=bc3bba18-208c-4534-9697-f3719fd13683&Title=4380ce22-2f2f-4381-9867-59a37e0330d8&ctl_BrowseGridpg=0
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Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10:26 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, October 25, 2005

Beg the Question
by Bob Fingerman 
Fantagraphics Books

Review by Tom Good

Like an X-Rated Seinfeld, this story pits some young New Yorkers against
the absurdities of life, and gives them free reign to amuse us by talking in
circles about nothing. Rob, the semi-autobiographical main character, is a
comic artist who pays the bills by drawing pornographic comics but dreams
of doing more with his art. When he's not drawing sex, fantasizing about
sex, or talking to his friends about sex, he's having sex with his girlfriend

Sylvia. This is shown in a fairly explicit way, but it does not exactly come across as erotic because
of the matter-of-fact way it is presented. Unlike the smut comics Rob draws, this seems more like
a documentary that happens to include all aspects of the characters' lives, their sexuality as well
as their insecurities. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 12:19 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, October 23, 2005

Only With a Highlander
By Janet Chapman
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Lynn Loper

I started out this review by picking the book apart. But then I thought about
it.

The embittered man who cannot love, and the young innocent woman who
loves him and endears herself to him is an old, old plot, and that's
essentially what you'll get with "Only With a Highlander" by Janet Chapman.

There's a very superficial Scottish flavor (Scottish names, the usage of
"Nay" and "bairns" a few times, kilts, sword fights), but really, these people might as well be
Hungarian, for all the Scots cultural traits they show.

There's some popular magic (Druids, time travel, a ludicrous "I'm my own grandmother" ending).
But a ten-year-old who's read a Harry Potter book would expect something more sophisticated.
There are hidden identities, trees of life, spells and talking animals. These are all things that a
mundane writer who's watched 24 hours of TV on Scifi can pick up and use. [more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 01:27 PM PST [Link]

Angry Youth Comix #9
By Johnny Ryan
Published by Fantagraphics Books, Inc.
Visit Johnny's Site: http://www.johnnyr.com
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Review by Kathy LaFollett

In their October 6 issue, Rolling Stone Magazine named Johnny Ryan "2005
Hot Cartoonist".

As an aficionado of MAD Magazine, this does not come as a surprise. I've
seen his work add to the chutzpah of MAD Magazine and I can attest to the
fact he's neither a drug addict nor a sociopath; but for reasons of National

Security we really cannot comment further on the subject. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 07:42 AM PST [Link]
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Saturday, October 22, 2005

BLAB! 16
By Monte Beauchamp
Featuring the musings, art, and splotches of untold genius listed within the
contents of this grinding, ink-drenched, semigloss, slip-n-slide production of
Fantagraphics.
Published by: Fantagraphics Books, Inc.
For further excitation visit http://www.blabworld.com

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Have you ever been to a party that you didn't want to leave? That one party-during-college-in-
your-senior-year-before-having-to-go-out-and-get-a-real-job-and-grow-the-hell-up party that no
matter how fast you flitted about boozing it up, pressing flesh and squeezing palms you just
couldn't fully absorb the sounds, smells, words, humanity, liquor or food that was in that one
room. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 03:39 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, October 16, 2005

Kanpai!, Vol. 1
By Maki Murakami
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Betsy Phillips

This is the first manga I've ever read. Honestly, I don't know what the heck

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1560976837
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this is about. There are some preternaturally mature, overburdened junior
high kids, one of whom fights people who fight monsters. There's a lot of
moping. There's a bitter black rabbit type thing. The hero is in love with the
back of some chick's neck.

And the climax of the book is an intense game of "rock, paper, scissors."

So, I can't say that I exactly liked it, and I have no idea if anyone else will like it, but there's
something cool about a plot that hinges on "rock, paper, scissors." So, for that reason, I'd
recommend it.

Posted by Betsy Phillips @ 06:42 PM PST [Link]

The Man Burns Tonight
By Donn Cortez
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Betsy Phillips

This is the kind of book where the main character, who's supposed to be as
square as they come, before he learns his great life lesson brought on by
the transformative experience of the Burning Man Festival, is named Dex
Edden. Yes, Dex Edden. If the thought of reading a book about a normal
guy named "Dex Edden" already annoys you, this is not the book for you.

Also, if you don't like super genius villains with convoluted motives and
unsympathetic dead people, you're probably not going to like "The Man

Burns Tonight." (Hmm. Warning: this last paragraph actually makes the book seem more
interesting than it actually is.)

But if you're looking for a good introduction to The Burning Man Festival, I think this book is great
in that regard. Cortez does a great job of describing the Festival and the quirky communities that
spring up. He also provides a lot of information for how to survive in the desert for a week. And he
does a fine job of developing his secondary characters so vividly that I imagine you could go to
the Festival and pick out the people they were based on.

So, as a mystery, it's not so great. As a travel guide and introduction to The Burning Man Festival,
it's a good read.

Posted by Betsy Phillips @ 06:40 PM PST [Link]

Hurricane Relief Musical Benefit (pfd flyer with graphics!) If you have a blog, and are so inclined,
please spread the word, thanks.

Saturday, October 29, 2005, 8:00 – 12 midnight in Los Angeles
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The Arroyo Arts Collective, Avenue 50 Studio, Inc., Culture Vulture, the Mexican Cultural Institute,
and Riganetti Productions are jointly sponsoring a musical benefit for the victims of hurricanes
Katrina, Rita and Stan. Our event will feature two up and coming local bands, Timbaloo and the
Nightmares. Here’s how these two bands have been characterized:

"Timbaloo"- Chicano Cumbia with a side of Salsa. The rich rhythms of this dynamic group fronted
by vocalist/songwriter Eddika Organista is sure to make even the wallflowers dance. Members of
Phatso, The Stellas, and Highland Parks’ own La Flota make up "The Nightmares", which is
anything but. This eclectic, super charged configuration known for the sweet but strong vocals of
Johanna Moore and Cindy Martin will make you hope you never wake up from this dream. [more]

Posted by Editor @ 06:31 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, October 8, 2005

The Next Mrs. Blackthorne
By Joan Johnson
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Lynn Loper

Things I learned from reading The Next Mrs. Blackthorne:

• Difficulties between families can always be resolved by females from
family A offering themselves for sexual uses to the males from family B. 
• No one in Texas has a normal name. They're all named Rockhorn
Blackthorne, or Chance, or Breed: big names, names with meaning and
resonance, names authors use when their books have no meaning or
resonance. If your name is Mary Ellen, Mike or Ralph, you can't live in

Texas. 
• Women's sexual arousal is always heralded by their nipples becoming prominent. This author
has a thing for nipples. Also sexy underwear. The pure virgin who is the main character in the first
half of the book wears a half-cup bra from Victoria's Secret under her snazzy, but pure, clothes.
Right.
• Women belong to men. "Would North want an accomplished lover? Someone who could give
him pleasure? Or would he find satisfaction in knowing he'd stolen her virginity from Clay
Blackthorne?" What about stealing Clay's virginity?
• When you run out of other adjectives, use 'incredibly'. You'll save time, and the reader will get
some fun out of phrases like 'incredibly long bed' (Six feet? Sixty?) and 'incredibly provocative
underwear' (What do people do when they see it? Froth at the mouth? Lose their minds?). 
• Everyone manipulates everyone else. When people make suggestions to you, they're trying to

http://www.powells.com/biblio?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0743454413
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get you to fulfill their fell designs. Nobody just wants you to pick up a Quarter Pounder for them
when they're at McDonald's -- it's all part of their plan to dominate the world. 
• The climax (forgive me) of all human relationships is sexual. 
• You can publish a novel in this country even if some of the sentences in it read like they were
lifted directly from the weekly soap opera roundup: four or five names, all verbs. "She'd introduced
Jocelyn to her brother North in hopes that North would distract Jocelyn from Clay." [more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 07:46 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, October 4, 2005

The New York City Cab Driver's Book of Dirty Jokes
by Jim Pietsch
published by Warner Books, 2005

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

First of all, I'm a native New Yorker, so you know dirty jokes don't offend
me. Secondly, I miss the old days when New York City cabs were driven
mostly by local boys from Brooklyn, who smoked cigars and talked like
Archie Bunker, and who liked talking to their passengers and telling them
jokes, the same way the author of this little tome did. Jim Peitsch is a former
NYC cab driver who's already written two previous collections of jokes he's
heard and told during his career (The New York City Cab Driver's Joke
Book, Volumes 1 and 2). I'm just sorry I missed them, because I enjoyed

this book so much. Even though I have heard many of them already, thanks to my favorite radio
station, WAXQ-FM, where the morning DJ, Jim Kerr, has a sidekick named Shelli Sonstein who
loves dirty jokes so much, she has a Monday morning feature called The Dirty Joke of The Week,
in which she tells dirty jokes that were submitted to her via e-mail by the morning show's
listeners. (I've submitted three jokes to her myself, but I've yet to hear any of them on the air.)
[more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 04:16 PM PST [Link]

Le Portrait de Petite Cossette
Distributed by Geneon Animation

Reviewed by Kathryn Ramage

Cossette is, or was, a young French girl who lived in the 18th century and
was painted by an Italian artist named Marcello. They fell in love, but when
Cossette began to grow up and change, Marcello felt that his paintings were
the true representation of her beauty, the true Cossette, and not she. The
relationship ended badly.

And, after her death, Cossette's soul became somehow imprisoned in a
piece of Venetian glassware, until someone who loves her enough to die for her can free her.
[more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 01:45 PM PST [Link]

DearS Vol. 1, 1st Contact
Distributed by Geneon
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Review by Tom Good

A shy, geeky schoolboy meets a beautiful girl who turns out to be an alien
from another world. The alien girl is obsessed with food, but kind and eager
to please. A human girl criticizes the boy for taking advantage of the alien
girl. So far, this could be Girls Bravo, and in many ways the two shows are
similar. But DearS succeeds in areas where Girls Bravo stumbles.

Here the boy is Takeya, and the role of the scold is played by Neneko, the
daughter of Takeya's landlord. Unlike the violent Kirie in Girls Bravo, Neneko does not physically
attack the male lead. She does nag him in a weary tone of voice sometimes, but she also comes
across as smart, worldly, and wryly funny. A bit of a geek herself, she seems like she could be a
good match for Takeya, and she often uses her intellect to help him out. Neneko is a much more
likeable character than Kirie. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 09:48 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, October 2, 2005

Nancy Lilly -- with a little help from artists and models who also knew him --
remembers Burne Hogarth. This recollection was requested by J LHLS for
the Hogarth section of Comics Journal Library, vol. 5, published by
Fantagraphics.

Burne Hogarth at Art Center in Pasadena, California
By Nancy Lilly

Yes, he was egocentric, but -- damn, he was good!

Burne Hogarth comes through loud and clear and with predictable bombast in Gary Groth's
incisive interview with him in "Classic Comics Illustrators", Volume V in the Comics Journal
Library.

He also came through loud and clear, etc. when teaching students at Art Center College of
Design during the 1980's and 90's, which is where and when I knew Hogarth and can therefore
vouch for the validity of Mr. Groth's interview. But what I truly appreciated, in reading the
interview, was the opportunity to hear Hogarth explain, discuss, elucidate, clarify, (pontificate
about?) so much of his background and so many more of his points of view than I had heard at
Art Center. [more]

Posted by Nancy Lilly @ 08:33 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, September 30, 2005

BAAU interview with Ian Sy, whom I met at AnimeExpo this past July.

GM: What are you Bay Area Artists United working on these days?

BAAU: Now that school has started again, a lot of our members are less
active. However, we've just launched work into our fifth collection of short
stories. Our members are now hard at work on cover art and stories for
BAAU Down 5.

GM: Who are the members of BAAU? And what are your backgrounds in
art and life that lead you to be BAAU?

BAAU: We, as a group, are mostly students. We've all begun our journeys
into art and are having tons of fun in our art classes. Some of our most promising members are
now majoring in art related courses. Some of us are already working full time -- some in game
companies, web portals, and some in the semiconductor industry here around San Jose. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 11:06 AM PST [Link]

Thursday, September 29, 2005

Tenjho Tenge, Round 02
Distributed by Geneon

Review by Tom Good

Welcome to a world where school has little to do with classes, teachers, or
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homework, but simply serves as a battleground for extracurricular martial
arts duels between rival clubs. Here, the girls look like Pamela Anderson
Lee but fight like Bruce Lee, and battles are guaranteed to lift their skirts or
shred their clothes. Students never have to study or talk to their parents,
but have plenty of time to go bowling and figure out miraculous new uses
for their chi powers. This is the world of Tenjho Tenge (literally: "Heaven

Above, Heaven Below"). [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 01:24 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, September 27, 2005

Dolls, Vol. 4
by Yumiko Kawahara
Published by VIZ Media

Reviewed by Kathryn Ramage

The latest volume in Kawahara's lovely, graphical, fantasy series about
living plant-dolls carries on the standard set by its predecessors. There are
only four stories in this volume, but with one exception they are longer and
more complex than the stories in the previous collections--more a set of
graphic novellas than short stories.

As always, the theme of each story concerns the odd relationship between
the dolls and their owners. This time, three of the four stories are about

children, both little boys and girls, who have an almost spiritual connection with their beloved
dolls. Only the last one has to do with an obsessive owner, and a grown man in love with a doll--
both of which have played prominent roles in many of the earlier stories. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 01:00 PM PST [Link]

Monday, September 26, 2005

Honey Mustard, vol 1
Created by Ho-Kyung Yeo
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Honey Mustard is the best of what Comedy/Romance Manga can offer in
spirited characters, misplaced affection, crossed signals and obligatory
family expectations.

Poor Ara finally brings herself to ask the boy of her dreams out on a date.
Too much liquor and a misplaced kiss in front of the school's chaperone
brings the news to both sets of conservatively strict parents. Family uproar,
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demands of proper etiquette and requisite while retaining the good family names on both sides
force Ara and Young Woo to either get married and have children... or forever lose face. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 02:08 PM PST [Link]

Kamichama Karin, vol 1
Created by Koge-Dondo
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Can you imagine what would happen if a small and fragile human were
granted the powers of the heavens?

No need to imagine, meet Karin. Our young goddess in training.
Kamichama Karin presents an average girl who is below average in self
esteem. Her parents are gone her favorite pet dies, and she is left alone
struggling in her own confusion. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 12:27 PM PST [Link]

War on Flesh, vol 1
Story by Justin Boring and Greg Hildebrandt
Art by Tim Smith 3
Published by: TOKYOPOP

Review by Kathy LaFollett

War on Flesh is the Voodoo Curse of a witch doctor named Ew Chot
Channy. Ew Chot, like any evil servant of Satan, is eager to see the living
harnessed as the walking dead. What better way to mock God himself than
to permenantly store all of mankind in the container of the living dead? He
unleashes an army of Ew Chot Hornets to raise this army of walking dead.
[more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 11:42 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, September 25, 2005

Project ARMS, The 2nd Chapter, Vol. 5 "Through the Looking Glass"
Distributed by VIZ

Review by Tom Good

"Oh, and Takeshi . . . you're in charge of saving the world if we die. No
pressure though, buddy." -- Episode 43: "Turn"

This volume in the Project Arms series starts by exploring some of the
backstory of Alice, a girl who was the first child to be implanted with "living
metal." She developed a relationship with the powerful machine AI known
as Azazel, and taught it emotions. Living as a virtual prisoner within the
laboratory that created her, Alice wanted to free the other experimental
children and see the outside world. When Alice's plans lead to tragedy,
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Azazel absorbed her body and took on her anger at mankind. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:39 PM PST [Link]

Rizelmine
Created by Yukiu Sugisaki
Published by: TOKYOPOP

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Rizel, a genetic engineering project of the government is a healthy and
cheerful 12-year old. Permanently. She is destined to stay prepubescent
unless she can find her true love who will help her, through his love, to
continue her development.

Rizel also has a problem with her tears. Her sadness can destroy a city
block.

Poor Iwaki Tomonori, a 15 year old boy who prefers older women and being left the hell alone is
about to have a rude and permanent introduction to engineered contracts and projects. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 07:58 PM PST [Link]

Indigo Animal and Indigo Animal and the Lawn Statuary Institute
by Rue Harrison
Published by Porch Lion Press

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I started reading Indigo Animal in the Issue 2 of "The Secret Alameda"
which was one of the coolest Dada-esque magazines ever. At first the strip

didn't have a strong narrative, but over the years it developed one on Indigo's interest in lawn
statuary and subsequent enrollment in the Lawn Statuary Institute. The strip is ongoing in "Works
+ Conversations," but it's so nice to have them all, plus a few more in two books: "Indigo Animal"
and "Indigo Animal and the Lawn Statuary Institute." [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 07:14 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, September 23, 2005

Jubei-Chan 2: The Counter Attack of Siberia Yagyu - (V.2) Vendetta
Distributed by Geneon Entertainment

Review by Tom Good

Yes, this DVD has a long, awkward title, but it is all part of the joke: Jubei-
Chan is a brilliant, hilarious parody of the typical action/adventure anime.
The heroine Jiyu (nicknamed Jubei-chan) is a junior high school girl who
happens to be the reincarnation of the 17th century samurai Yagyu Jubei
Mitsuyoshi. The historical Yagyu Jubei is traditionally depicted wearing an
eye patch. When Jiyu puts on her magical artifact, the Lovely Eye Patch, it
transforms her into a tall, beautiful, super-powerful female samurai. Despite

its power, the Lovely Eye Patch is shaped like an absurdly cute glowing pink heart. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 12:16 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, September 20, 2005

Angst Boy Comics No. 5 and No. 6
"How Angst Boy Got His Groove Back" and "The Amazing Inebriated Follies
and Spectacular Hangover of Angst Boy"
Stories and Art by Karl Christian
A Drunken Tiki/Ennui Production
Visit Karl's LiveJournal at http://www.livejournal.com/users/karlchristian/

Review by Kathy LaFollett
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Again Karl Christian offers up a Black and White orgy of character
interaction and development.

Angst Boy Number 5 opens with a montage of inks, photos and topography;
a veritable smorgasbord of itchy thoughts. Karl as an alter boy, BATBOY from the tabloids, lyrics
from David Bowie (his hallucinogenic years) toon-girls of polar emotions and the opening salvo of
Angst, "The cogs and gears of Angst's brain shuddered, locked, and gave up."

God I love Karl Christian's synapses. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 11:08 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, September 18, 2005

Star Trek: Vanguard: Harbinger
by David Mack
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Kathryn Ramage

Starbase 47, named "Vanguard," has ostensibly been built to establish a
Federation presence between Klingon and Tholian space. Thereï¿½s a lot
going on on Vanguard: an Orion crimelord has an active syndicate;
thereï¿½s a Klingon spy surgically altered to look human; an investigative
journalist is not only looking for a good, juicy story, but is having an affair
with a married Starfleet officer; a piano-playing Vulcan seems to be
arranging a few things behind the scenes; and an exoarcheologist has
discovered an ancient artifact on a nearby planet, and a moss with an

unusually complex genome sequence. At the center of it all is some unspoken secret--something
is going on on Vanguard. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 12:11 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, September 17, 2005

Tricked
by Alex Robinson
Published by Top Shelf

Review by Tom Good

People on Public Radio talk about "driveway moments." These are the times
when motorists pull into their driveways and stop, but cannot get out of the
car because the radio show is so interesting. So they sit there in the
driveway until the show ends. The equivalent for books must be the "alarm
clock moment." I look at the time, realize how late it is, and tell myself that I
have to get up for work the next day and that I should really go to sleep.
Then I keep reading anyway. That is what happened when I read Tricked.

Once the story gets rolling, it is hard to put down, and at 350 pages it is not a quick read. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 11:02 AM PST [Link]

Friday, September 16, 2005

Girls Bravo Vol. 2 DVD
Distributed by Geneon

Review by Tom Good

In the universe of Girls Bravo, whenever Yukinari opens up a door without
knowing what is on the other side, he always discovers a room full of naked
or scantily clad girls. Then Kirie yells at him for being a pervert, and she

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1891830732
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1891830732
http://www.topshelfcomix.com/
http://ironmonkey.blogspot.com/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B0009ESTAU/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://www.girlsbravodvd.com/


J LHLS Archives: September 2005

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-09112005-09172005.htm[4/27/2019 2:37:41 PM]

beats the tar out of him. (Maybe he should learn to knock.) Miharu, an alien
girl from the world of Seiren, and the only girl Yukinari is not physically
allergic to, stands around being cute, sweet, and obsessed with food.
Occasionally she makes conveniently sexy mistakes with Earth culture,

such as when she wears a maid's apron with nothing underneath because she saw it in "one of
Yukinari's magazines." [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 10:00 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, September 14, 2005

Ikebukuro West Gate Park, Vol. 1 and 2
Story: Ira Ishida
Art: Sena Aritou
Translation: Duane Johnson

Review by Tom Good

In Ikebukuro, an area in the northwestern part of
Tokyo, Makoto is just another young man who wants
to hang out with friends, meet girls and have a good
time. But when a serial killer starts to stalk Makoto's
turf, he becomes determined to hunt the hunter and

put an end to this new threat. His journey into vigilante justice takes him into the dark world of the
Tokyo sex trade, teenage prostitution, and gangs. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 07:29 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, September 11, 2005

Bambi and Her Pink Gun, Vol. 1
by Atsushi Kaneko
Translation: Duane Johnson
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

Bambi is a punk girl whose mission is to deliver a kidnapped child to the
mysterious "Old Men." But when the child's father puts out a 500 million yen
bounty on Bambi, a horde of would-be assassins pursues her, eager to kill
her and collect the reward. How can this teenage girl have a chance against
so many hit men? The story hints that Bambi is somehow not quite human,

but more like a ferocious cornered animal, "a monster with self-preservation instincts." [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 11:21 AM PST [Link]
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Saturday, September 10, 2005

Inuyasha: Swords of an Honorable Ruler
Based on the manga by Rumiko Takahashi
English Language Version produced by VIZ, 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Inuyasha fans, rejoice! The third Inuyasha movie, Swords on an Honorable
Ruler, is everything U.S. viewers hope for in a movie based on a television
series, but so seldom get. Rather than being a strange new creation loosely
based on the original, Swords of an Honorable Ruler is a supercharged
mega-episode. You get some new information about the characters you
love. Exciting things happen. All production elements are prettied up and
prancing around in their Sunday best.

Pardon me while I rant, but why the hell is the satisfying transfer of a show
from the small screen to the big screen so rare in the U.S.? Are budding
directors required to take a "Fans: Why You Must Learn to Hate Them"

seminar? Why do directors seem to say to themselves, "Great! I've got a huge built-in audience of
television viewers for my "My Three Sons" movie. This is my perfect opportunity do the "Sons and
Lovers" adaptation I've always wanted to do!"? Why do production staff meetings seem to begin
with comments like, "Okay, the original was a romantic comedy, so the two things we want to
avoid most in our new version are romance and comedy"? [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 07:10 PM PST [Link]
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by Haruhiko Mikimoto
Translation: Ikoi Hiroe
English Adaptation: Ikoi Hiroe & Paul Morrissey
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

This story about a military training academy for mech pilots invites
comparisons to Top Gun, and because it is set in the Gundam universe, I
started to think of it as "Top Gundam." Both stories have main characters
who must live with their fathers' bad reputations. In Top Gun, Maverick's
father was blamed for causing an accident that killed him and other

personnel. Here, the heroine Asuna is the daughter of a former professor at the Zeon national
defense academy, who is now wanted for war crimes. Both heroes arrive at a pilot school where
the training is demanding and expectations are high. But in many respects, the characters are
very different. Unlike the cocky hotshot Maverick, Asuna is a shy waif who is failing her classes at
École du Ciel ("school of the sky"), and seems to lack the skills to survive real mech combat.
[more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 06:42 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, September 8, 2005

Kumoricon 2005
Report by Tom Good

An anime convention blurs the line between show and audience. Costumed
fans become part of the attraction, and they know it. "This could be an
empty stage, you don't even need me up here," one speaker joked, as
comments shouted from the crowd started to turn the opening ceremonies
into a Rocky Horror style comedy event. The fans were so fired up and
ready to take part, I kept checking my watch to make sure it was really 10
a.m. on a Saturday. It was, and Kumoricon '05 was already off to a good
start.

Kumoricon's name (literally, "cloudy-con") suits its
Portland location, but September sunshine appeared,
allowing for plenty of nice outdoor photos, and even

tempting some fans to venture into the hotel's swimming pool. And the
mood here was anything but gloomy. Convention staff, guests, and fans
were very friendly and nice; one fan from Washington who went to get some
cosplay tickets came back with an extra one for me, even though we had
never met, and I soon found myself talking with him and his friends. The
hallways felt like fashion runways at times, and with three anime screening
rooms and a video gaming room, there was always something to do. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 02:56 PM PST [Link]

Monday, September 5, 2005
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Urusei Yatsura: Movie 1
Based on the manga by Rumiko Takahashi
English version produced by Animeigo

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

I love Lum. It's kinda hard to explain why, though. She's really sort of a
bitch. Well, then again, maybe that's what I like about her. Lum is the
central character of Rumiko Takahashi's first successful manga series,
Urusei Yatsura. The title literally translates as "The Noisy Aliens." However,
since urusei is a somewhat impolite term, it might capture the feeling of the

original better to say the title is "Shut Up, Aliens!" or "Those Damned, Trouble-Making, Noisy
Aliens!" [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 01:45 PM PST [Link]

Oh My Goddess! Volume 1
Based on the manga by Kousuke Fujishima
English version produced by Animeigo

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

I could say that I find the Oh My Goddess series fascinating because of the
creative mixing of Norse mythology and modern technology, or that I am
interested in the way that the theme of renewal is integrated as a vital
component of the plot's theme of romance, or that I appreciate the fact that
positive values such as humility and generosity are consistently valorized

and rewarded. However the truth is that this show appeals to the squealing girly-girl within me
that years of reading and teaching Feminist Theory just can't kill. Oh My Goddess is a sweet,
funny, kooky Science Fiction/Romance about big-eyed boys and girls with great hair and beautiful
costumes. It's a cute show... or as the Japanese would say "kawaii". Be warned, cynics. Oh My
Goddess is totally kawaii. Ka-wa-frigging-ii. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 01:22 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, September 4, 2005

The Gimoles, vol. 1
By Mike Bullock and Theo Bain
Published by Alias Comics

Review by Kathryn L. Ramage

Gimoles, noun, (gim’moles) 1) Tiny green elves responsible for creating the
season of spring.

The above definition, taken from the title page of this new children’s comic,
neatly describes the featured characters. The Gimoles live underground
during the winter, keeping busy with embroidering the leaves and painting
the flowers to bring their handiwork out in spring. This has been their job

since time immemorial, until one year, when a terrible thing happens. [more]
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Friday, September 2, 2005

Scrapped Princess Vol. 1
Story: Ichiro Sakaki
Art: Go Yabuki
Character plan: Yukinobu Azumi
Translation: Alethea Nibley
English Adaptation: Liesl M. Bradner
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

Ah, oracles. Their prophecies about children so often involve extreme
events like saving the world or destroying it. They rarely reveal destinies
like becoming a good cook or finding a puppy, although that might be nice

for a change now and then. Oracles like the one at the beginning of this story tend to stick with
tradition, and so this one predicts that the Scrapped Princess will become "the poison that
destroys this world" unless she is killed. The Royal Knight Recita gets assigned to perform the
assassination, and she rides out in search of the princess, but winds up befriending her and her
siblings before she realizes who they are. Thus begins the first of many ethical dilemmas in the
story: can Recita kill these people now that they are her friends? [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 09:09 PM PST [Link]

My favorite Goth perfumers - Black Phoenix Alchemy Lab - perfume review.
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AVE MARIA GRATIA PLENA (Love Potions)
A pale, delicate, truly angelic blend. A scent created to emulate Adonis' halo of beauty: fragile,
distant, and radiant. Rosewood with Sicilian lemon peel, red Mysore sandalwood, pale musks,
sweet mountain sage and a dusting of lily, night-blooming jasmine and orris.

What I thought:

This is the best perfume so far. Good rose tone and everything else smells simply divine on me. I
don't know how they blended this, but however they did, they did it right, if not more so. This
scent would wear well in an office or for going out in the evening. Highly recommended.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08:54 PM PST [Link]

Rurouni Kenshin Vol. 15
by Nobuhiro Watsuki
English Adaptation by Gerard Jones
Translation by Kenichiro Yagi
Published by VIZ Media

Review by Tom Good

A book made almost entirely of fight scenes risks falling into a boring,
repetitive rhythm, but this volume of Rurouni Kenshin sidesteps that
problem by bringing out a great mixture of characters, weapons, and styles
of combat. Kenshin's friend Myojin Yahiko does battle with the freakish
Henya, a skeletally thin man who throws sticks of dynamite, and with each
explosion he soars into the air using wings strapped to his back. The art in

this sequence emphasizes sharp angles and brute force. Then when pretty Kaoru and Misao take
on the effeminate young man called Kamatari "The Scythe," the fight seems more elegant. The
weapons move in graceful arcs, especially the swirling chain attached to Kamatari's scythe.
[more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 04:22 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, August 28, 2005

Bizenghast, vol. 1
By M. Alice LeGrow
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Kathryn Ramage

This gothic-horror fairytale in manga form tells the tales of a teenaged girl
named Dinah, who has been orphaned and sent to live with her aunt in the
small town of Bizenghast, Massachusetts -- a ghost town in more ways than
one. Not only is Bizenghast abandoned and falling into decay, but it is
haunted to the rafters with ghosts that only Dinah can see. Her aunt thinks
the girl is seriously disturbed.

With the help of her friend Vincent, Dinah escapes her aunt’s house one evening, and the two
young people stumble upon a lost graveyard and towering mausoleum in the woods. (Newspaper
clippings between the story chapters helpfully inform readers that "a large number of death
certificates officiated in the town between 1701 and 1950 do not match up to any of the plots in
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the residential graveyard.") While exploring the mausoleum, Dinah discovers a key and a plaque,
which opens to reveal a contract that reads:

"The undersigned does hereby agree to be owned body and soul until such time as
this mausoleum’s vaults are emptied of captive spirits or by the undersigned’s sudden

death, whichever comes first."

Her name is already at the bottom. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 05:39 AM PST [Link]
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Saturday, August 27, 2005

An Interview with Rue Harrison, creator or Indigo Animal

The following is the transcript of a conversation which took place at The
Berkeley Art Center January 26, 2005. The topic of conversation was "Art
and the Unconscious." Rue Harrison, an artist as well as a practicing
psychotherapist, reflected about her own experience with the appearance of
the dark and mysterious animal figure which first appeared in her paintings
fifteen years ago eventually evolving into the ongoing cartoon narrative
"Indigo Animal." This interview originally appeared in the journal Works +
Conversations, which, in many ways, has been and continues to be an
inspiration for the J LHLS. The editors wish to express our deepest
gratitude for permission to reprint it here.

Richard Whittaker: How shall we begin with this big subject?

Rue Harrison: My intention is to explore some questions I have which relate to the topic. I've
been working as an artist all my adult life, but for the last 15 years, I've been working with a
narrative which has yielded a lot for me, and I can think about it in two ways: from the standpoint
of art or from the standpoint of psychology. I've become interested in it both ways. In general, the
idea is that the unconscious is the part of us which remains hidden. It emerges sometimes in
images and dreams, and these can become an important part of art making. [more]

Posted by Editor @ 08:10 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, August 25, 2005
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Hikaru no Go, Vol. 4
By Yumi Hotta & Takeshi Obata
Translation and English adaptation by Andy Nakatani
Published by VIZ Media

Review by Tom Good

Years ago, when I first started getting interested in manga, I immediately
noticed the huge variety of subjects addressed in manga stories. I was
accustomed to reading American comics about superheroes. But I
discovered manga stories with topics like golf, professional wrestling, or
becoming a sushi chef, and I wondered if anything like that could ever
appear in America. I would not have expected to one day see an English
translation of Hikaru no Go for sale, because it revolves around the game of
Go, a game much more popular in Asia than in English-speaking countries.

[more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 01:11 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, August 24, 2005

Koi Kaze
Based on the manga by Motoi Yoshida
Produced by Geneon, 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Despite its beauty, there's a definite "ick" factor to this title. Yes, my friends, "Koi Kaze" is
definitely bound to join "Flowers in the Attic" and "The Blue Lagoon" on the small and infrequently
visited shelf of incest romance classics. Koshiro and Nanoka’s parents separate when Nanoka is
still an infant. The two meet by chance years later and fall in love not knowing that they are
siblings. They find out that they are brother and sister and the story begins in earnest. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 04:29 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, August 23, 2005

BAAU Down 4
Bay Area Artists Unite
Various artists

Review by Tom Good

The growing popularity of manga in the U.S. has inspired a new generation
of artists to explore the style. Bay Area Artists Unite, located in the San
Francisco Bay area of California, recently published their fourth annual
collection of art by their members. These young artists, some of whom are
still in high school, have put together some fun and promising work, and this
trade paperback anthology provides a look at what may be the future of

home-grown American manga.

Boy Meets Girl, by one sugar dream, shows off a sweetly flowing style and some very nice page
layouts. The panels float across the page, producing a sense of motion, and the occasional
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overlap of elements from one panel into another helps to pull everything together. Understated
character designs suit the romantic story, and my only complaint about this one is that I wish it
had been longer. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 09:53 AM PST [Link]
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Friday, August 19, 2005

Girls Bravo 1
by Mario Kaneda
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

Yukinari Sasaki is a high school boy who is literally allergic to girls. He
breaks out in hives when they touch him. Then one day, he meets Miharu, a
beautiful girl from another world called Siren, where women outnumber men
9 to 1 and constantly fight over men. She falls for Yukinari, and he discovers
that she does not trigger his allergic reaction, although she does have a
strange obsession with food. But Yukinari remains attracted to Kirie, an
Earth girl with a hair-trigger temper who keeps hitting him over real or

imagined offenses. And Risa, a girl who uses magic, believes that a fortuneteller's prophecy
shows that Yukinari is destined to be her mate. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 10:35 PM PST [Link]

Beck: Mongolian Chop Squad, Volume 1
by Harold Sakuishi
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

I once asked a Russian friend whether it bothered him that Russians mainly
appeared in American movies as the bad guys. "It doesn't bother me," he
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said. "In fact, I don't even think of those characters as Russians: they
usually don't speak very good Russian, and I know we are not really like
that." I remembered this while reading Beck, because the Americans in the
story are either drunken bullies, obnoxious guys who sexually harass
Japanese women on the streets, or rich, stuck-up students. The only

friendly "Americans" are Ryusuke and his sister Maho, who are actually Japanese, but have just
returned from living in New York. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 10:24 PM PST [Link]

BLAME! Vol. 1
by Tsutomu Nihei
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

I used to have nightmares about wandering around lost inside a giant office
building. Reading BLAME! made me thankful that at least those nightmares
were not quite as creepy as this story. BLAME!'s hero Killy explores a huge
techno-industrial complex full of cyborgs, insectoid monsters, deformed
creatures, robots, and vicious, unpredictable humans. It is not clear what
this building is or even whether it is on Earth, but he searches it for genetic
samples of the "Net Terminal Genes," whose purpose remains a mystery.

[more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 10:21 PM PST [Link]

Monday, August 15, 2005

Daphne in the Brilliant Blue, Vol 3
Published by Geneon, 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Margaret Cho has said that girls tend to travel in groups of three consisting
of: the sweet one, the pretty one, and the 'ho'. The Japanese must believe
that young women travel in groups of five: the nice one, the cute one, the
smart one, the quiet one, and the wild one... And they all like to dress as
the 'ho'. Following in the girl team formula perfected in titles as diverse as
Bubblegum Crisis, Silent Mobius, and Sailor Moon, Daphne in the Brilliant
Blue explores the adventures of nice girl Maia. She joins a team of female

bounty hunters, who strip down to tiny, bikini-like strips of cloth when they go to work.... Oh, silly
S.W.A.T. teams bundling up in all that stuffy body armor! What are you thinking? [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 10:52 PM PST [Link]
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New Getter Robo, vol. 3 - The Hell on Earth
Published by Geneon, 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Usually in anime review, I try to attach the series I'm reviewing to an
established Western genre to help the viewer establish expectations. You
know, that "If you like romantic comedy, you'll love..." stuff. Not here. No
use. To like New Getter Robo you need to like... anime. Despite the "new"
in the title, 
New Getter Robo is as old-school as you can get. If you've ever thought, "I
wish Transformers had more blood, more battles, more cursing, and less

plot" then.. happy birthday, Bucky! They made this one for you. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 10:35 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, August 14, 2005

Worst, Vol. 2 and 3
by Hiroshi Takahashi
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

Worst presents an interesting artistic puzzle for Hiroshi
Takahashi. This manga features a very large cast of
characters -- the "character introduction" pages at the
beginning of Volume 2 show 18 different characters.
But all of them are male, and almost all are close to
the same age and height. So how will the reader be

able to tell them apart? Takahashi gives these bad boys of Suzuran High School a striking variety
of hairstyles and facial features. The tough country boy Hana Tsukishima is completely bald, with
thick eyebrows and a broad, innocent smile. Other characters have mohawks, tight perms,
dreadlocks, slicked-back hair, Pompadours, and many other styles. Their faces are not the faces
of conventionally cute manga heroes. Instead, they often glare and grimace at the reader, an
effect enhanced by Takahashi's style which uses a lot of facial close-ups. Over all, this style,
perhaps born of necessity, creates a look that sets Worst apart from anything else in manga
today. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 03:51 PM PST [Link]

His Dark Desires
by Jennifer St. Giles
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Betsy Phillips

This is not a very good book. The characters are flat and the red-herrings
don't feel like potential clues, just distractions. The romance is predictable
and the two main characters are instantly attracted to each other for no
reason.
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That being said, I wish it had been longer.

St. Giles really knows how to put together a plot and how to keep it moving
along at a brisk pace, but the setting -- post-War New Orleans and the characters -- the young
widow Juliet Boucheron and her lover and potential enemy Stephen Trevelyan -- cry out for a
story that unfolds slowly, for a passion between them that builds up bit by bit. Some characters,
like Mr. Hayes, the leader of the White League, seem to really pop off the page, and yet others
just lay there, languishing, and not just because they're being poisoned. Too much happens -- is
the theater troupe really a theater troupe or are the members searching for Boucheron's dead
husband's gold? Is there a ghost or an intruder? Who is poisoning Ginette and why? Is
Boucheron's dead husband actually dead? -- in too short a time for you to really feel invested in
what the answers to the questions turn out to be. And yet, I stayed up late to finish it.

So, oddly enough, I liked this book, I just felt it wasn't fully formed yet.

Posted by Betsy Phillips @ 03:29 PM PST [Link]

Lions, Tigers and Bears (Issue 4)
By Mike Bullock and Jack Lawrence
Published by Image Comics

Review by Kathryn Ramage

This fourth issue of the children’s comics series continues the adventures of
a little boy named Joey and his feline friends, and concludes the first phase
of their story.

Previous issues of Lions, Tigers and Bears introduce the set up: one night,
Joey is drawn into a magical world where his stuffed animals--Pallo the lion,
Minerva the black panther, and two tigers (one orange, one white), named

Venus and Ares--become huge jungle cats who do battle against grotesque ape-like ogres called
the Beasties who are threatening the animal’s world. The Beasties’ nefarious deeds also include
the kidnapping of a little girl named Courtney. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 12:11 PM PST [Link]

[Archive Index] [Main Index]

http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn= 0-7434-8626-9
http://www.runemasterstudios.com/ltb.php
http://tinycatpants.blogspot.com/
http://www.runemasterstudios.com/ltb.php
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/


J LHLS Archives: August 2005

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-08142005-08202005.htm[4/27/2019 2:37:55 PM]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals anywhere. (PromoCode
HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam, comments are

http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


J LHLS Archives: August 2005

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-08142005-08202005.htm[4/27/2019 2:37:55 PM]

closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with your comment and we'll add it.



J LHLS Archives: August 2005

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-08072005-08132005.htm[4/27/2019 2:37:59 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron
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Saturday, August 13, 2005

Too much of a good thing? Well, maybe. J LHLS M&E has a few spots for new reviewers in
books, graphic novels and anime. Inquire within.

Posted by Editor @ 10:19 PM PST [Link]

Friday, August 12, 2005

Escential Lotions and Oils Perfumes
Specialty perfume blends - White Flower, Plum
Blossom, Sensuality, and Suede

Review by Kathy LaFollett

This is my second review of Escential products, lucky me!

White Flower is a fresh, VERY light fragrance. It's a perfect for applying after a shower right along
with your lotion. At least that's what I do. Feminine and clean I'd consider it a summer fragrance to
be sure. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 12:35 PM PST [Link]

Chrono Code, Volume 1
Story by Eui-Cheol Shin
Art by Il-Ho Choi
Published by Tokyopop

Review by Kathy LaFollett
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Three people lost in time and space struggle to find each other in hopes of
changing destiny. With a satellite, secret code and "future" police on their
tails they must rely on a girl, with amnesia, to unlock the secrets lost in the
very time and space they now travel in.

Her friends, in the future, are the answer. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 12:33 PM PST [Link]

MBQ, Volume 1
Art and story: Felipe Smith
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Kathy LaFollett

"Omario is a struggling artist who's got quite the chip on his shoulder - but
he better get over himself before he ends up flipping burgers at MBQ, the
local fast-food restaurant. When the hopes and absurdities of trying to make
it in this world clash, Omario just might melt down like a cheeseburger under
a blazing heat lamp..."

Filipe Smith presents: Life, real...or "What no one tells you REALLY
happens in REAL life". [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 12:27 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, August 10, 2005

Happiness Sold Separately
By: Libby Street
Published by DownTown Press -- PocketBooks

Review by Kathy LaFollett

If you are female aged 13 - 101, you'll be enamored with this story. If you
are over 21 you'll find yourself giggling while reading as your own parallel
memories are coaxed alongside the storyline.

Really, the collaborating authors known as Libby Street have offered a
wonderful avenue bringing back gentle memories of being a young,
confused, scared, and a dramatically driven female. Doesn't matter when

you were that age, yesterday or 50 years ago, moments will stir in your heart and you will giggle
and smile all the way to the end of Happiness Sold Separately. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 03:48 PM PST [Link]
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Monday, August 8, 2005

J LHLS Reviewer News

Via J LHLS, Kathryn L Ramage and Tom Good have been asked by MangaLife.com, the new
manga review site of the Silver Bullet Comics pages, to reprint their manga reviews.

The last few lines from Kathy LaFollett's review of A Time to Heal grace the very first page of the
new Trek book, "Vanguard, Book One," with other reviews of author David Mack's work.

Congratulations everyone. J LHLS has always had some of the best writers and writing on or off
the web, and I'm glad Kathy, Kit, and Tom are getting some recognition for the wonderful work
they do here.

Posted by Editor @ 02:32 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, August 7, 2005

I"s, Vol. 1 and 2
By Masakazu Katsura
Published by VIZ Media

Review by Tom Good

"Did a girl in her underwear just... come through that door? Maybe I'm
getting too good at fantasizing?" -- Ichitaka, in I"s Vol. 2

This series made me stop and think about what makes a sexy manga work
well. On one end of the spectrum is the type of comic where a woman
decides to go into battle against heavily armed robots wearing only a
metallic bikini, using combat moves straight from the Cheerleading Style of
Kung Fu. Although the drawings may be racy, the reader is left bewildered

by the sheer implausibility and awkwardness of the proceedings. At the other end, there are
manga like Sokora Refugees and I"s, where sexy illustrations fit into a fully-realized world with
likable characters and an intelligent plot. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:55 PM PST [Link]

Black Phoenix Alchemy Lab perfume oils: Snake Oil, Languor, The Hanging Gardens,
Tezcatlipoca, Jabberwocky, and Absinthe.

Review by Tom Good

Let me start by saying that I really like interesting scents. Right now I have eleven different kinds
of incense in my living room, and probably a dozen different scented candles scattered around
the house. My current collection of colognes includes Luciano Soprani Uomo, Gucci for Men,
Carolina Herrera 212 for Men, and L'eau Par Kenzo. Whenever I am in New York or Las Vegas, I
always take the time to go to Sephora and check out new perfumes. So I was very pleasantly
surprised to discover Black Phoenix Alchemy Lab, a company with a unique and fascinating
approach to scents. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:31 PM PST [Link]
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My favorite Goth perfumers - Black Phoenix Alchemy Lab - perfume review.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

What they say about it:

TWO, FIVE and SEVEN (Mad Tea Party)
A huge bouquet of squished rose petals: Bulgarian rose, Somalian rose, Turkish rose, Damascus
rose, red and white rose, tea rose, wine rose, shrub roses, rose, rose, rose...

...and just an itty bitty bit of green grass.

What I thought:

When I first put it on, the tea and wine rose and grass were very strong. I thought it had a citrus
tone to it, but then I realized it's the wine smell that's really intense, if not overwhelming, and it
never mellows.

I found this a shame because I like rose scents. Now I know I like them in moderation and only
one at a time.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08:29 PM PST [Link]

Sticky 3
Story by Dale Lazarov
Art by Steve MacIsaac
Published by Eros

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Sticky 3, in fact, all the Sticky comic books, are master lessons in storytelling. There's not a word
of dialogue and the narrative is perfectly clear. I used to hang around USC film school (looking for
the next George Lucas's student film to score) and one of the students (whose film I did score)
told me that the example her teachers used for non-verbal narrative was "Witness," where the
most important action has no dialogue. If you haven't seen "Witness," well, try to; it's worth
whatever effort you have to put into it. If they teach non-dialogue narrative in sequential art
classes, these Sticky books could be their textbooks. Heh. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08:26 PM PST [Link]

Sticky 2
Story by Dale Lazarov
Art by Steve MacIsaac
Published by Eros

J LHLS would like to thank Eros Comix for this copy of Sticky 2, which was given to us at Comic
Con. J LHLS reviewer Lene Taylor isn't writing reviews these days, alas, but she is podcasting
about the comics she's received from J LHLS. This review originally appeared on show number 6
at I Read Comics. ED

Transcribed from Lene Taylor's I Read Comics, Show 6: [more]

Posted by Editor @ 08:04 PM PST [Link]

http://blackphoenixalchemylab.com/
http://gingermayerson.com/
http://eroscomix.com/
http://gingermayerson.com/
http://eroscomix.com/
http://www.troubledscience.com/podcasts/IRC6.mp3
http://ireadcomics.blogspot.com/


J LHLS Archives: August 2005

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-08072005-08132005.htm[4/27/2019 2:37:59 PM]

[Archive Index] [Main Index]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals anywhere. (PromoCode
HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


J LHLS Archives: August 2005

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-08072005-08132005.htm[4/27/2019 2:37:59 PM]

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam, comments are
closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


J LHLS Archives: July 2005

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-07312005-08062005.htm[4/27/2019 2:38:02 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron
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Sunday, July 31, 2005

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 7

Well, here we are at Issue 7, seems like only two years ago we were at Issue 1!
Editorial

Posted by Editor @ 06:01 PM PST [Link]

It goes without saying that the United States energy situation appears very dire. With the prices at
the pump going up and up and up, I finally reached a point where I had to start looking for serious
alternatives.
My Oily Life
By Jesse Gotham

Posted by Editor @ 05:59 PM PST [Link]

Slash: homoerotic fan-fiction featuring paired characters, frequently fictional, usually both male.
The term 'slash' refers to the piece of punctuation known as a virgule (/), which is used to denote
a specific pairing, i.e., Kirk/Spock, Starsky/Hutch, Legolas/Aragorn.
Slash Writing: Variations on a Theme
By Kathryn L. Ramage

Posted by Editor @ 05:58 PM PST [Link]

Yes, I was one of those people in the mid-1980's. I couldn't let go. Punk was dead. It had its brief,
extremely brief, moment under the moon and then it was no more.
My Left Ear: An Inspiring Story
By Russell Smith

http://liheliso.org/
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Posted by Editor @ 05:58 PM PST [Link]

It's a scandal that, after 500 years, the astonishing Portuguese fiction "Menina e Moça" has still
not been translated into English.
"Menina e Moça": A neglected masterpiece
By John Emerson

Posted by Editor @ 05:57 PM PST [Link]

Since the rise of the Catholic Church in the West, nudes in painting have been a subversive
mode of expression.
John Drake-Moore Art Book
By Ginger Mayerson

Posted by Editor @ 05:55 PM PST [Link]

Well, it's both nature and nurture. I can't believe that God would create Larry King all on His own.
An Interview with Mike Nelson
By Ginger Mayerson and Laurel Sutton

Posted by Editor @ 05:52 PM PST [Link]

Dolls, Vol. 3
by Yumiko Kawahara
Published by VIZ Media

Review by Kathryn Ramage

Yumiko Kawahara continues her series of graphic short stories about living
dolls -- actually, 
plants that look like beautiful, golden-curled little girls. Sometimes, the dolls
grow up to be women. As in Volumes 1 and 2, this latest collection of stories
are exquisitely drawn black-and-white fantasies about the dolls and their
owners, and the emotional connections between the two -- but the overall
tone of the stories is a little more macabre this time.
[more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 05:15 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, July 29, 2005

Beet The Vandel Buster, Vol. 5
by Riku Sanjo and Koji Inada
Published by VIZ Media

Review by Tom Good

As I read the first few pages of Beet Vol. 5, I chuckled at some of the odd
character names: Beet, Rozzgoat, Frausky, Grineed. The next thing I knew,
twenty minutes had passed, and I was gripping the edges of the book,
enthralled by the battle scenes and concerned for the main characters. In
this fantasy action manga, Koji Inada poses the characters for maximum
effect in a series of balletic fight sequences. Beet's feet seem to sink into
the ground when he fires his weapon at full power, and the reader can
almost feel the impact of various attacks, falls, and explosions. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 10:37 PM PST [Link]

Vampire Princess Miyu, Volume 1 and Volume 2
By Narumi Kakinouchi
English translation by AnimEigo, 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

There's something sexy about an import. This is true
for cars, wine, and, surprisingly enough, folklore. The
Japanese are as crazy about Western-style vampires
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as Americans are about ninjas and samurai. Like
almost all cultures, the Japanese have their own
home-grown vampire myths. However, in the same

way that a BMW seems to glitter more brightly than a Buick, anime artists tend to evoke Dracula
more often than native kyuketsuki. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 10:26 PM PST [Link]

Monday, July 25, 2005

Robot
Edited by Range Murata
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

In Hanaharu Naruco's Picnic, the second story in this collection, the
Shibuya district of Tokyo appears as an abandoned, overgrown ruin, an
image I found as startling and memorable as the final scene in the original
Planet of the Apes movie. Each of Robot's 20 stories is quite short, but they
manage to pack a lot of emotionally involving images into a few pages. The
gorgeous full-color, large size format also helps to show off each of these

artists. Range Murata, the editor of this collection, is also known for his work on the anime Last
Exile. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 10:30 PM PST [Link]

The Pirate Coast. Thomas Jefferson, the First Marines, and the Secret
Mission of 1805
by Richard Zacks
Published by Hyperion

Review by Tom Good

The Marine Corps hymn begins:

From the Halls of Montezuma
To the Shores of Tripoli,
We fight our country's battles
In the air, on land, and sea.

As a child, I learned to play that tune on the piano, but not until reading The Pirate Coast did I
learn what actually happened on the shores of Tripoli. Richard Zacks recounts this episode in
history, a story so full of larger-than-life characters, bold deeds, and strange twists that it often
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seems more like the plot from a Hollywood movie than anything that could have really happened.
[more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 03:12 PM PST [Link]

Marriage Most Scandalous
By Johanna Lindsey
Published by Pocket Books, 2005

Review By Ida Vega-Landow

I've been addicted to Regency Romance novels since I was twelve.
Growing up poor on the Lower East Side of New York City, where you
traditionally got new clothes only three times a year, at Christmas, Easter,
and on your birthday (if at least one of your parents was working, that is!), it
was a delightful piece of escapism for me to read about beautiful young
noble ladies making their coming out in tailored gowns of exquisite
materials like silk, satin, and organdy, trimmed with lace or shiny buttons of

gold, or silver, or jet. Not to mention the pretty hats they wore, trimmed with ribbons, feathers and
fake fruit. And all the accessories like gloves, scarves, shoes, fans, muffs and so on, all lovingly
described in great detail by imaginative authors like Georgette Heyer, the foremost among
Regency Romance writers, in my opinion. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 02:59 PM PST [Link]
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Thursday, July 21, 2005

Antique Bakery, Volume 1
Story and art by Fumi Yoshinaga
Published by Digital Manga Publishing (better view of the artwork on this
link)

Review by Ginger Mayerson

"Ohhh No No No. He's no ordinary gay. He's a demonically charmed gay,
unspeakably gay, a legendary gay! He's scored with every man he's ever
found pleasing, and his mere presence transforms the kitchen into a stage
for TORRID romance... !!"

Oh my God. First I'm attracted to Alex Row, and now I'm in love with a manga.

Mmmm, "Antique Bakery." This manga makes me want cake! [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 11:42 PM PST [Link]
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Two new comics podcasts at I Read Comics, and I'm even on Number 5, talking about "Yellow"
and "Antique Bakery," which will be reviewed here very soon.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10:46 AM PST [Link]

Yellow, Volume 1
Story and art by Makoto Tateno
Published by Digital Manga Publishing (better view of the artwork on this
link)

Review by Ginger Mayerson

This book is the manga version of "Starsky and Hutch" if they were both
prettier and Starsky was gay. No, really, that's not exactly what this is, but
that's the general vibe I got from it. The heroes are named Taki (straight
guy) and Goh (gay guy). They are "drug snatchers," which seems to mean
they steal drugs from the Yakuza, but don't exactly turn them over to the

police. They turn them over to a local café owner, who gives them tips on where to find the drugs
to snatch. Well, anyway, as odd as that sounds, the plots are actually well done and make more
sense that the preceding sentence or two. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 12:35 AM PST [Link]

Kizuna, Volume 1. The Bonds of Love
Story and art by Kazuma Kodaka
Published by Be Beautiful, a division of Central Park Media.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

This book starts with some very well drawn rough sex. At first it seems like
a rape, but it turns out they just like it rough. Or the top, Kei (president of the
tea ceremony club), has to subdue the bottom, Ranmaru (Ran [which
means chaos, but probably not in this story], president of the kendo club),
because... because... well, I don't know why, but that's how the book starts.
The rest of their sex scenes are wonderfully sweet and tender. The ensuing

calmer sex between them leads me to believe that a couple of nice dinners, some flowers, a
weekend in the mountains or at the shore, foreplay, and suchlike, would have done the trick just
as well. It would have taken longer to get to the first sex scene, but I guess I'm in the wrong genre
for such thinking. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 12:28 AM PST [Link]

Selfish Love, Volume 1
Story and art by Naduki Koujima
Published by Be Beautiful, a division of Central Park Media.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Okay, the sex, sorry, SEXXX, is in the last four stories at the end, which are
unrelated to the main story, "Selfish Love." So, this being the kind of review
that this is, let me deal with them first. They're those kind of sex scenes I
still call "happy rapes," but in the yaoi context they're staring to grow on me.
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Either the sub isn't fighting too seriously or seriously being hurt, or he puts
himself in a position to have sex with the hunky top, and protest all the
while. Methinks the sub doth protest too much, yea verily, brother. Anyway,

these stories make up for the dearth of sex in the main story, which I will tell you about right now.
[more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 12:21 AM PST [Link]

Wednesday, July 20, 2005

Agent 44 Art Digest
By Jake Parker
Published by Agent44.com

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I loved Jake Parker's contribution to "Flight 1," and I enjoyed this little sketchbook
very much. It has some great drawings in it, including sketches for "Flight 1," and a
10-page space age flying girl story. What could be better than that?

Visit the site, Agent44.com for more artwork. It's worth the time.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 11:31 PM PST [Link]

Daisy Kutter - The Last Train
by Kazu Kibuishi
Published by Viper Comics

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Once I got over the shock of robots in the Old West and Daisy Kutter's
weird hair-do, I really enjoyed this book. I mean, who isn't a sucker for an
independent blonde babe retired train-robber, gunslinger in an Old West
that contains killer robots guarding trains?

The plot is classic: retired outlaw Daisy Kutter settles down and opens a dry
goods store in some generic western town (that has robots [no, I don't know

why, but it works]). She reluctantly accepts one last train robbing job, but with a hitch: she's
robbing the train at owner's request and being well paid to do it. Of course things go right and
things go wrong and many things are not what they seem. I won't spoil it for you, but the action
scenes will keep you on the edge of your seat and the ending will make you misty.

Buy this thing, you'll love it. [more]
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Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10:04 PM PST [Link]

Mermaids Spotted in L.A.
Gallery review by Paul Evans

Geisha mermaids, that is...And they can be seen through August 7 at
Avenue 50 Studio in Highland Park. The artist, J. Michael Walker, offers us
a glimpse into his visionary world of these curious hybrid seductresses.

The paintings on view, according to Walker, are meant to honor women.
Initially, one may view these works as lighthearted, playful narratives but
there might be more at work here. Walker’s process is quite simple and he
succeeds in making large works on canvas look more like intimate pen and
ink drawings. The geisha mermaids and accompanying narrative are

painted in black over an apocalyptic color-field under-paint (greens, yellows, and reds). It’s an
effective and no nonsense device. The ubiquitous black forces the viewer to contend with or
contemplate the protagonist in Walker’s stories. [more]

Posted by Paul Evans @ 01:50 PM PST [Link]

Interview with J. Michael Walker

J. Michael Walker is a Los Angeles-based artist whose work is grounded in
his decades-long immersion in the rural Mexican culture into which he
married over twenty-five years ago. He is the recipient of more than a
dozen grants, artist residencies, fellowships, and public art commissions;
and has participated in more than eighty-five exhibitions in the United
States and Mexico, including solo shows at the David Rockefeller Center for
Latin American Art, at Harvard University; el Museo Nacional de Culturas
Populares, in Mexico City; and the Arkansas Arts Center. He is also a
California Humanities Scholar. He very kindly gave this interview via email

to Ginger Mayerson of J LHLS and Kathy Gallegos of Avenue 50 Studio in July of 2005.

Ginger Mayerson: What are you working on these days?

J. Michael Walker: Around mid-March I completed the latest installment of my ongoing public
art project, "All the Saints of the City of the Angels", which is a poetic and visual exploration of the
cultural heritage of Los Angeles. At that point I wanted to try something different -- and that
certainly is what occurred. I brought a dozen or so large square canvases into my studio and
began envisioning a theme to paint. I had recently been spending quite a bit of time listening --
and I would emphasize "listening" -- to my close female friends as they spoke of what they're
going through, what they like and dislike, what they put up with and are tired of, what they wish
they were doing, etc. All those thoughts and sentiments somehow coalesced into this strange but
charming hybrid of the Geisha Mermaid, who became the focus of (so far) 20 paintings.

As an artist I work intuitively, but analyzing it, I think that the elegance an erudition of geishas
married with the freedom and earth-connectedness of mermaids helped create a thematic voice
for a lot of what I heard my women friends expressing. I've just fallen in love with Geisha
Mermaids -- and I am deeply moved by the positive response they have elicited in others, and in
women in particular. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 01:23 PM PST [Link]
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Tuesday, July 19, 2005

An Interview with Molly Crabapple

Molly Crabapple is a New York-based artist, model, and dancer. She very
kindly gave artist, illustrator, photographer, comic book, and graphic novel
creator Molly Kiely, who did J LHLS a huge favor (because Ginger
Mayerson really knows how to beg), this interview in July of 2005. We here
at J LHLS thank them both from the bottom of our editorial hearts.

Molly Kiely: First of all, Crab Apple or Cra' Bopple? What inspired you to
choose a pseudonym? I know my mom wished for years that I used one,
but it never occurred to me. (But then my name is already Molly…)

Molly Crabapple: Crab-Apple. No relation to the Simpsons teacher!

I got my pseudonym when I was living in Paris. My boyfriend of the time, a playwright liberally
plagiarizing from Sheridan, made a character after me. The disreputable lass hangs from a gibbet
by act three.

He named her Molly Crabapple, because, like me, he didn't think her very sweet. [more]

Posted by Editor @ 02:03 PM PST [Link]

Monday, July 18, 2005

Wonderland Scents
By Black Phoenix Alchemy Lab

A perfume review by Kathryn Ramage (with some assistance from Kay Ramage)

According to their Web site, the Black Phoenix Alchemy Lab specializes "in formulating intriguing,
compelling body and household blends with a dark, romantic Gothic tone." Their featured
products "run the aesthetic gamut of magickal [sic], pagan and mythological blends, Renaissance,
Medieval and Victorian formulas, and horror/Gothic-themed scents."

Among the esoteric potions produced by these modern-day alchemists are perfumes inspired by
literary allusions. Browsing through the Web site's pages, which are decorated by grisly medieval
woodcuts and Aubrey Beardsley illustrations, one can find perfumes with names like "Grand
Guignol" and "Penny Dreadful," the recent line of Lovecraftian "Springtime in Arkham" scents (I
was extremely amused and very much tempted by the Gibbering Madness gift pack), and the
Alice in Wonderland-themed set titled "Mad Tea Party" that I chose to sample for this review.
[more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 10:34 PM PST [Link]

Ghost Wars: The Secret History of the CIA, Afghanistan, and Bin Laden,
From the Soviet Invasion to September 10, 2001
By Steve Coll
Published by Penguin Press

Review by Richard Mellott
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The title makes reading the book anti-climactic, but the details are
interesting. In this "Day of the Jackal" inspired life we are all living, as we
conduct our lives here in the West Coast Bull's Eye, the townies are always
speculating about the new stranger in town. Our Cowboy Nation, led by
Trail Boss Bush, got bushwhacked a while back, and we're still looking for
the varmint what done it. What you don't know is that the Sheriff was in on

it, having at one time hired this gang of thugs to clean out a bunch of rustlers on the other side of
the Big Valley. Sorry, I digress into fantasy... or do I? [more]

Posted by Richard Mellott @ 10:16 PM PST [Link]

The Never-Ending Battle
Written by Roger Stern
Published by Pocket Star Books

Review by Jack Shaver and Kelly Taylor

It's important to note right out of the gate that reading a comic book has as
much in common with sitting back and watching a movie as with reading
pure prose. That comics are a visual medium has everything to do with the
flamboyant appearance of the characters, and the power fantasy elements
of super heroics. There's no reason that a story about a flying man CAN'T
work as prose, of course, but watching a man fly has a simple immediacy
that reading a description of flying rarely matches. Similarly, reading is a
more intellectual activity than watching; thus, visual mediums are far more

likely to portray action and spectacle- requiring an increased suspension of belief. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 09:57 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 
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15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.
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Saturday, July 9, 2005

Mosquito
By Dan James
Published by Top Shelf

Review by Sarah Rasher

I am a text-oriented person, and this sometimes creates problems between
me and visual media. When I was four years old, a friend of my
grandmother's gave me a picture book that had no words, only beautiful

watercolor illustrations, for which I immediately proceeded to inscribe captions in crayon. This
instinct still prevails when I read graphic novels that have minimal or no text. Frequently enough,
it doesn't stop me from enjoying them: Sammy Harkham's pirate tragedy Poor Sailor has such
evocative images and such a clear narrative that I hardly notice the lack of words. [more]

Posted by Sarah Rasher @ 11:38 PM PST [Link]

Friday, July 8, 2005

My Wicked Highlander
By Jen Holling
Published by Pocket Books 2005

Review by Lynn Loper

"What are these books like? " said Winston curiously.

"Oh, ghastly rubbish. They're boring, really. They only have six plots, but
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they swap them round a bit. Of course I was only on the kaleidoscopes. I
was never in the Rewrite Squad. I'm not literary, dear -- not even enough
for that." George Orwell, 1984

I read "My Wicked Highlander" in an hour and a half. It's 328 pages long,
and I wasn't in a hurry. You don't really read it; it's like being in the room with someone you know
very well, well enough to know that you don't have to concentrate on the conversation. [more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 10:32 AM PST [Link]

Wednesday, July 6, 2005

My favorite Goth perfumers - Black Phoenix Alchemy Lab - perfume review.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

What they say about it:

BLACK ROSE (Funeral Oils)
Exquisitely melancholy. The background scent to an ancient exequies. Heavy, dark and floral: a
blend of roses, with a touch of amber and musk.

What I thought:

This perfume will annihilate any other perfume in the room. Except maybe "Old Spice," which the
musk and amber remind me of. Don't get me wrong, I like "Old Spice." Reminds me of my youth.
I also conducted a survey at work, and everyone wanted to know why I was wearing "Old Spice."
I mean, they all like "Old Spice," but they were justifiably wondering why I was wearing it. Oh
well. Ahoy there, matey. I wonder if they have a blend that smells like Brut.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08:52 PM PST [Link]

Monday, July 4, 2005

My favorite Goth perfumers - Black Phoenix Alchemy Lab - perfume review.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

What they say about:

NOCTURNE (Funeral Oils)
An olfactory serenade. A somber, contemplative scent -- dreamy and subdued. Deepest violet
touched with lilac and tuberose.

What I thought:
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Violently Violet! When I was a little girl in the 60s, there was a line of dolls based on scents: Rose,
Jasmine, Honeysuckle (I think), and Violet. The dolls came in plastic perfume shaped cases and
the Violet doll, in her purple case and purple draperies, scented with violet. Back in the present,
my boss thought this perfume would be good for a little girl, perhaps one under 12. Violet is a very
sweet scent, add a little lilac and tuberose and you have sweet squared. There is a metallic
undertone to this fragrance, which is probably the tuberose. I switched from wearing tuberose to
essential oil of rose a few years ago because of that. I like violet, but I like it better as a sachet
than a perfume. "Nocturne" is way too sweet for me, even as a change of pace, but I do think it
would be cute on a little girl.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08:37 PM PST [Link]

An Inteview with Range Murata

Renji "Range" Murata is a Japanese artist and designer, best known in the
United States for his conceptual design work on anime series "Last Exile"
and "Blue Submarine No. 6". He still continues to do some work in this area
today, and is working on a new anime series for GONZO studios for
DVD/Video release called "Mardock Scramble" (I'm not completely sure of
the name, but that was the best we could figure out in English). Mr. Murata
was born on October 2, 1968 in Osaka, Japan. He originally studied
industrial design, with an emphasis in auto design, at Osaka Art College. He
has published more than a dozen books of his work, some of the most
notable being "Robot", "rule", and "futurhythm".

Mr. Murata graciously gave this interview to Ginger Mayerson of J LHLS in
Anaheim, California (across the street from AnimeExpo 2005) on July 3, 2005. The interview was
courtesy of Isaac S. Lew of Digital Manga Publishing, which was hosting Mr. Murata's visit to
California for DMP's launch of the English language version the first "Robot" anthology. The
translator was Katherine U.

Ginger Mayerson: What are you working on these days?

Range Murata: For "Robot," the first volume, that's being released in the US, and volume 3 is
going to be out on July 8 in Japan and I'm currently working on volume 5, and for "Robot" I'm
thinking about releasing four, five or six maybe a year. Apart from "Robot," I've been working on
illustrations in general and, to be more specific, I've been doing cover illustrations for novels, and
apart from illustrations, my animation job right now, I'm working with GONZO studios with the
upcoming anime series that I can't say too much about right now. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 07:58 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron
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Saturday, July 2, 2005

Reviewer Lene Taylor's I read comics podcast number 3

Show 3 on MP3

Now it's a trilogy. This week's topics:

Legion of Substitute Heroes
Tammy Pierce is Unlovable (starts at 8:45 )
Alien Loves Predator (starts at 17:19)
Comic Rants podcast and tips for fanboys who want to date Hot Comic Babes (starts at 22:40)

Posted by Editor @ 10:56 PM PST [Link]

Friday, July 1, 2005

February 9, 2006: UPDATE ON THE NOVEL!
The Lonely Ring Finger (Pre-Order*)
Only the Ring Finger Knows Novel
Author/Artist: Satoru Kannagi, Hotaru Odagiri
ISBN: 1569709041
246 pages
Dimensions: 4 1/8" x 6 3/4"
Release Date: Mar 15, 2006
SRP: $8.95
More info! or Leave a comment!

*Powells has the description wrong, but everything else is

http://liheliso.org/
http://ireadcomics.blogspot.com/2005/07/show-3-up.html
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709041
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709041
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right.

End of update.

I don't know if it's been announced elsewhere, but Isaac Lew of Digital Manga
told me today at AnimeExpo that the "Only the Ring Finger Knows" novels will
be published in May 2006. Lucky us! Thank you, Digital Manga and everyone
who signed the petition!

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 11:37 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, June 30, 2005

Hotchpotch
Musical debut collection from Maaya Sakamoto
Published by GENEON
Concert Info
Fan Site
GENEON Entertainment

Review by Kathy LaFollett

I have "Hotchpotch" playing in the background as I write this review.

In fact, I've had this playing for the last 3 hours. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 10:05 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, June 26, 2005

Heat Guy J, Vol. 1
by Chiaki Ogishima, Kazuki Akane, Nobuteru Yuki, and
Satelight
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

In a futuristic world, criminal gangs traffic in an illegal
addictive drug: tobacco. Travel between cities without
permission is also considered criminal. Androids are
outlawed, but Special Service Agent Daisuke Aurora has as
his partner the most powerful android of all: Heat Guy J. And
when Daisuke gets official permission to carry a gun, the

agency will only issue him 4 bullets. Interesting twists like this make Heat Guy

http://www.animecornerstore.com/masasico.html
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/biblio?inkey=62-1591827779-0&partner_id=28872
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709041
http://gingermayerson.com/
http://www.animecornerstore.com/masasico.html
http://www.animefest.org/
http://www.maayasakamoto.net/
http://www.geneonanimemusic.com/
http://www.visionized.com/
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/biblio?inkey=62-1591827779-0&partner_id=28872
http://www.tokyopop.com/dbpage.php?propertycode=HEA&categorycode=BMG
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J one of the most enjoyable new manga I have read this year. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 10:05 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
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Saturday, June 25, 2005

My favorite Goth perfumers - Black Phoenix Alchemy Lab - perfume review.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

What they say about it:

LES FLEURS du MAL (Funeral Oils)
The scents of the blossoms of darkness, condensed into one perfume. Features a rose base,
softened with lilac and wisteria.

What I thought:

Very strong on the lilac, like overwhelming everything else, when I first put it on. It mellows fairly
quickly, or mellowed fairly quickly on me, I felt it was still more lilac than rose on me (might be
different with your body chemistry). The wisteria adds to the lilac intensity, or vice versa, for an
intense floral rush. I'm a great lover of rose scents, (as shall be revealed to faithful readers, every
scent sample I selected has rose in it) but the rose in this fragrance was very muted; more muted
than suited me. Although I found the lilac and wisteria scent unusual and an interesting change of
pace, it's brighter and perkier than I, as a woman of a certain age and temperament, would care
to wear on a regular basis. I feel this is a scent for a very young or very mature woman. Or a
middle aged woman who looks better in pastels than I do.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:55 PM PST [Link]

Sakura Taisen Vol. 1
by Ikku Masa, Kosuke Fujishima, Ohji Hiroi
Published by TOKYOPOP

http://liheliso.org/
http://blackphoenixalchemylab.com/
http://gingermayerson.com/
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/biblio?inkey=62-1595329420-0&partner_id=28872
http://www.tokyopop.com/dbpage.php?page=product&productid=3288
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Review by Tom Good

In Sakura Taisen, mecha and monsters roam the streets of Tokyo. But the
year is 1923, so these mecha are steam-powered. (Oddly, the back of the
book says it is 1921, but content within the story indicates it is 1923.) The
manga is based on an anime franchise known in the U.S. as Sakura Wars.
(Taisen means great war in Japanese; sakura means cherry blossom, and
is also the name of one of the characters in the story). As volume one

begins, the brave and handsome Ensign Ichiro Ogami gets a new assignment. He is sent on a
special mission at the Imperial Theater, where an all-female opera troupe is performing. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 07:56 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, June 23, 2005

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

MAD MAGAZINE "disgraced" by the Chicago Tribune

NEW YORK, NY, June 23, 2005 -- The editor of MAD magazine expressed outrage today after
learning that The Chicago Tribune had named MAD as one of their "50 Best Magazines." "It's a
disgrace that with 17,500 periodicals in print, this supposedly respected newspaper would single
MAD out for, of all things, excellence," said Editor John Ficarra, barely containing his furor. "It's
further evidence of a growing decline in the standards of our culture in general, and of the lack of
judgment of this paper in particular. It's just the type of thing we're always railing about in MAD's
pages."

Growing red in the face and pounding his desk for emphasis, Ficarra continued, "Frankly, it
makes us distrustful of anything that The Chicago Tribune reports. Are their headlines legitimate?
Can their sports scores be trusted?"

After several more minutes and the administering of a sedative, a groggy Ficarra concluded, "And
we only ranked #43?!? Behind Time, Vanity Fair and The New Yorker? What's THAT all about?"

MAD MAGAZINE ranks # 43 on the Chicago Tribune's list of "50 Best Magazines", narrowly
edging out HELLO! (#45), Money (#46), Lincoln Lore (#47) Whole Dog Journal (#48), Absolute
(#49) and Lake Superior Magazine (#50).

MAD Magazine is America's longest-running humor publication. Founded by Bill Gaines in 1952,
MAD has inspired generations of fans by parodying politicians, movies, television and modern life.
Whether in print, on television, film or on the web at madmag.com, MAD remains one of the
favorite American icons. MAD Magazine is owned by DC Comics, a Warner Bros. Entertainment
Company.

Posted by Editor @ 02:46 PM PST [Link]

"Episode 2 is up
"Show 2 on MP3
"Yay! Another show in the can. This week's topics:
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"Music by La Mayerson
"Chronicles of Conan Vol 2 (starts at 1:45)
"The Comics Code (starts at 3:22)
"Desire from Digital Manga (starts at 10:30)
"B.A.B.E. Force (starts at 21:10)
"Neil Gorman's Comicology podcast
"Comic Geek Speak podcast"
Another incredible podcast by Lene Taylor at I Read Comics!

Posted by Editor @ 10:37 AM PST [Link]

Monday, June 20, 2005

Leo Limón and Robert Delgado at Avenue 50 Studio
Gallery review by Raoul De la Sota

The current art exhibit, Stages at the Avenue 50
Studio brings together two veteran artists, Robert
Delgado and Leo Limón. Each artist has produced
engaging and provocative work that challenge the
viewer but in very different ways and with very
different results.

The two paintings and seven chalk pastel drawings of
Leo Limón in this show cover an intensely prolific period from 2004 to the
present year. He uses iconography, humor and techniques that reflect both
his interest in the Los Angeles environment and in images from Mexican
mythology and history. Those that know Limon's past style will feel
comfortably familiar with these narrative works. Colorful Los Angeles
landscapes abound with cars, bicycles, Palm trees, shopping carts, tow
trucks and canoes while blending seamlessly with an exciting flow of deities
and cosmic symbols that compete for visual attention. In these works the
artist stages dreamlike scenes that involve onlookers from the ancient past
as well as ourselves. In "Downstream Uprising" the LA River, peopled with
bicyclists and canoeists, plays an important part while above it loom the
figures of troubadours, cacti and the cosmos. This is probably the most
romantic piece in the gallery. In "Fruta de la Vida", again using the LA River
as a subject base, Limon presents a darker and more dramatic moment.
The viewer's focus is upon the leering face of a painted cat flanked by two
immense spray cans both working to seemingly obliterate the image. Graffiti marks the
surrounding walls while above the heavens sparkle with energetic images. With the non-stop
activity of these and other drawings setting a frenetic visual pace, it requires the viewer to take
time and absorb the individual images and marks. [more]

Posted by Raoul De la Sota @ 04:54 PM PST [Link]

Interview with Leo Limón

Mr. Limón gave Ginger Mayerson of J LHLS this interview at the Avenue 50
Studio on June 11, 2005, where Mr. Limón has a show up until July 4.

Ginger Mayerson: What are you working on?

http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Ave50/Ave50LimonDownstreamUprising.jpg
http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Ave50/Ave50DelgadoThirst.jpg
http://ireadcomics.blogspot.com/2005/06/episode-2-is-up.html
http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Ave50/Ave50LimonDownstreamUprising.jpg
http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Ave50/Ave50LimonFruitaDeLaVida.jpg
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Leo Limón: I'm working on pastels and a series of paintings based upon
the Aztec calendar.

GM: What media do you work most in?

LL: I love chalk pastels, I love the textures on the papers, the technical
aspects of pastels. If you make a mistake, opps! That's it. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 04:32 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, June 19, 2005

Hoax
by Robert K. Tanenbaum
Published by Pocket Star Books, 2004

Review by: Betsy Phillips

The only explanation for this book is that Robert K. Tanenbaum is not a
man who lives in the world with other human beings, but is instead some
kind of robot programmed to take the most ludicrous plot points and most
vile racial, ethnic, religious, and gender stereotypes and print out 600 pages
of dreck for his/its publisher.

Let's start with the lesser of those two evils: the ludicrous plot points. On the
off chance that you'll want to read this book even after being warned, I won't tell you what they
are. Instead, I will use parallel ridiculousness. The first insanely stupid plot point would be like if
your best friend were killed during a tragic peanut butter and jelly sandwich accident and you
vowed never to eat a peanut butter and jelly sandwich again. But then, the ghost of your best
friend comes back, again and again, begging you to make peace with peanut butter and jelly and
to again enjoy its tastiness. Then, people around you begin to die and your best friend comes
back and says, "Hey, you, you must make peace with peanut butter and jelly sandwiches or more
people will die!!!!!" And you still aren't sure if you should do it. You really wrestle with it for a long
time. And then, nothing really happens with the peanut butter and jelly storyline. [more]

Posted by Betsy Phillips @ 04:43 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, June 18, 2005

The Killing Kind
by John Connolly
Published by Pocket Books, 2003

Review by Betsy Phillips

Holy cow is this book good! From the opening page clear through to the end
it's as much a rumination on the nature of evil and the ways the past haunts
the present as it is a thriller about a shadowy religious group called The
Fellowship that appears to be involved in the disappearance of another
religious group some forty years before and the recent death of a young
grad student.

Charlie Parker, John Connolly's ex-cop turned private eye, is hired to solve
the death of the grad student and is soon caught up in a shadowy underworld full of almost
supernatural evil. From the get-go, the book sucks you right in. More than that, Connolly really
gets what being a character like Parker would be like for one's psyche and Parker is literally
haunted by his past as he tries to come to terms with the events in this book and events that, I
assume, happened in previous books in the series.

My only reservation is that this book is full of bugs -- especially spiders -- so if you have any kind
of bug issues, parts of this book are going to be extremely unbearable. Spiders don't scare me,
but after reading this book, and going to bed, I woke up in the middle of the night to the dog
making some weird noise and my first thought was that an army of spiders was coming to get me.
So, just a warning.

http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/biblio?inkey=61-0743456378-0&partner_id=28872
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/biblio?inkey=61-0743456378-0&partner_id=28872
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Posted by Betsy Phillips @ 06:40 PM PST [Link]

Outlaws, Rebels, Freethinkers & Pirates: Essays on Cartoons and
Cartoonists
by Bob Levin
Published by Fantagraphics Books, 2005

Review by Betsy Phillips

Let me admit, right up front, I would have not bought this book. I don't know
that much about comic books and I would have looked at the illustrations
and thought "This is going to go some place I'd rather not." And that would
have been a shame because this is a beautiful book.

I don't say that lightly. There are portions of this book I was tempted to read
out loud. Bob Levin is a great writer and this book is as much a meditation on the creative spirit
and what compels people to devote so much time to a craft for which there seems to be so little
reward as it is a collection of his essays from The Comics Journal.

Clearly, his main audience is fans of Chester Brown, Dori Seda, the Crumb brothers, and other
non-mainstream cartoonists. But anyone who enjoys thoughtful musings about the nature of
creativity and artistry would enjoy this.

Posted by Betsy Phillips @ 05:19 PM PST [Link]

STAR TREK VOYAGER Spirit Walk
Book Two -- Enemy of my Enemy
Written by Christie Golden
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Kathy LaFollett

As a refresher you can read the review for "Book 1 -- Old Wounds."

Captain Chakotay and Sekaya, his sister, are being help captive on Loan II
by a Changeling. The Changeling is an outcast Founder who has, for the
last six years, been masquerading as Chakotay's second-in-command. For
the last six years the Changeling has also been working in concert with the
Butcher of Bajor to gain his shapeshifting abilities back, among other

advanced alien DNA driven talents. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 05:06 PM PST [Link]

Friday, June 17, 2005

Ménage à Trois 1
By various artists
Published by Eros
← See the Note at the end of the review
if the words are too blurry. ED

Review by Ginger Mayerson
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Well, I've had this comic on my desk for
months now and, as part of J LHLS's
ongoing commitment to public service -
"We read these things so you don't have
to!" - I guess it's time to review it. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:31 PM PST [Link]

The Black Swan
by Mercedes Lackey
Published by Daw Books, Inc., 1999

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Once again I find myself reviewing a book by Mercedes Lackey, a sci-fi
fantasist without peer. Anyone who's familiar with the ballet "Swan Lake"
will know the story, which Ms. Lackey has given her own unique
interpretation. For those of you who aren't into ballet, here's a brief rundown:
the black swan is Odile von Rothbart, the only child of a powerful, shape-
shifting sorcerer, Baron Eric von Rothbart. Odile lost her mother when she
was a little girl, and her father considers his wife's death the ultimate

betrayal. So his self-appointed task is to fly about the German countryside disguised as an eagle-
owl, one of the most cunning birds of prey, to ensnare faithless women and turn them into swans.
He makes his daughter the guardian of this enchanted flock, giving her the ability to become a
black swan whenever she pleases. But the others are cursed by his magic to be swans by
daylight and maidens by moonlight, including the beautiful Princess Odette, who becomes the
white Swan Queen, the head of this all-female flock, some of whom are nobly-born ladies, some
peasants. But all are guilty of having betrayed a man in some way or another, usually by refusing
to wed the man their fathers picked for them to marry, which in those days was a no-no for any
girl. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 12:53 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Putting Another Black Cloud In The Sky
Angst Boy Comics # 7
Story and Art by: Karl Christian
Published by: Angst Boy Comics
Visit Angst Boy Group http://groups.yahoo.com/group/angstboy

Review by Kathy LaFollett

The whole is more than the sum of it's parts. Every part of the whole of this
issue resonates. I love the stickers on the front and back, the binding is

http://sandrachang.net/
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0886778905
http://gingermayerson.com/
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0886778905
http://www.dawbooks.com/nf/Book/BookDisplay/0,,50_0886778905,00.html
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/angstboy
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/angstboy
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perfect. It seems so careless and flippent. The inkings are strong, sharp, fast and borderline
doodled. As though the artist has a hard time keeping up with his thoughts. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 02:00 PM PST [Link]

Sympathy for the Devil
by Holly Lisle
published by Baen Books, 1996

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

This book was published by Baen, which is responsible for giving us the
delightful "Chicks In Chain Mail" series. The story takes place in Charlotte,
North Carolina (the Bible Belt, no less!), where a compassionate, widowed
nurse named Dayne Kuttner, who is sick at heart from being forced to
maintain the bodies of comatose and brain-dead patients, as well as at the
injustice of seeing good people die while bad people seem to live forever,
sends up a prayer to God which is more of a challenge. She asks Him to

give all the damned one more chance to redeem themselves. "You said ask and believe. So now
I'm asking. Let them have the chance to repent, God. All of them. Every single soul in Hell. Let
them have the chance to learn from the mistakes they made; let them into Heaven if they repent."
[more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 07:28 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, June 14, 2005

Lene Taylor reads comics and then podcasts about it!

This is SO exciting! Not only because it's Lene T, but because she is the first woman in comics
podcasting (that we know about)! Even if you don't like comics, go have a listen; it's not just about
comics.

If you link to such things, we'd be much obliged if you'd link to her podcast at
http://ireadcomics.blogspot.com/2005/06/first-show-up.html. Thanks!

Posted by Editor @ 02:27 PM PST [Link]

New Poetry Magazine in LA

Speechless.

Posted by Editor @ 01:13 PM PST [Link]

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/angstboy
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0-671-87703-8
http://www.visionized.com/
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0-671-87703-8
http://baen.com/
http://ireadcomics.blogspot.com/2005/06/first-show-up.html
http://ireadcomics.blogspot.com/2005/06/first-show-up.html
http://www.speechlessthemagazine.org/
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Monday, June 13, 2005

Interview with Roberto Delgado

Roberto Delgado’s work evolves from the reality of the photo. Both his easel
work and public art murals have been based on the people and
circumstances that he encounters, with both being an appreciation of the
human figure. He was born and raised in the Koreatown area of Los
Angeles, did his time in the US Army, and is a 1976 MFA graduate of
UCLA. He spent most of the 70s and 80s in Chiapas State, Mexico, where
he honed his skills in murals and public art. In 1985 he was awarded a
Fulbright Fellowship and lived in Mexico City, working on large monotypes
and murals. Delgado works and lives in Los Angeles, the second largest city
in Mexico. He continues to paint and lately has been doing some airbrush
over photosilkscreen experiments in cut fired tile. Mr. Delgado gave this
interview via email to Kathy Gallegos of the Avenue 50 Studio where Mr.
Delgado has a show up until July 4, and Ginger Mayerson of J LHLS in
June 2005.

Ginger Mayerson: What are you working on these days?

Roberto Delgado: I make my money from public art commissions,
mostly in the public sector. I use acrylic for indoor treatments and tile for the
outdoors. I have no illusions that what I do for shows such as at Avenue 50,
is more than just fun, fun, fun and maybe a bankroll for my estate down the
line.

GM: What media do you work most in?

RD: Acrylic when the weather is nice and wet and the paint flows like butter; oils when not; and
2D ceramic tiles with airbrush over photosilkscreen glazes.

GM: Did you have formal training in art or are you self-taught?

RD: MFA, UCLA, 1976. GI Bill, good scholarship money, free medical, a studio, and the keys to
the print shop. Other than that, self-taught in murals and ceramic tile. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 04:35 PM PST [Link]

[Archive Index] [Main Index]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!
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Saturday, June 11, 2005

iD_eNTITY 1
Written by Hee-Joon Son
Art by Youn-Kyung Kim
TokyoPop, Inc. 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Hee-Joon Son, the author of iD_eNTITY, has come up with a horribly
plausible idea for the next next generation of videogame consoles --
dream-mode. Dream-mode allows players to jack into their MMORPG of
choice to play all night instead of just frittering away eight hours sleeping.
So, yes, this means that five to ten years from now I will be a psychotic,

REM-state deprived zombie, but I will have finished Final Fantasy XII, by golly! [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 10:28 PM PST [Link]

Visitor 1
By Yee-Jung No
TokyoPop, Inc. 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

The first thing that hits you about Yee-Jung No's Visitor is the artwork. The
style is teen romance with an eerie edge too it. A handful of the main
characters have the big sparkly eyes and lush hairstyles so typical of teen
romances. In stark contrast, other characters are drawn in a much simpler,

http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=1595323457
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=1595323457
http://tokyopop.com/dbpage.php?propertycode=YUR&categorycode=BMG&page=creatorprofile
http://tokyopop.com/dbpage.php?page=product&productid=2709
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=1595323457
http://www.comm.unt.edu/faculty/taylor_bio.htm
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=1595323422
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no frills graphic style.

This juxtaposition of styles makes the more elaborately rendered characters
stand out to the point of seeming out of place. The "everyday" characters at the high school in
which this story is set are so plain they make the exceptional characters seem almost like
supernatural beings. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 10:14 PM PST [Link]

Friday, June 10, 2005

Excerpts from an exciting new book on Delta blues (think Muddy Water's thoughts) that reviewer
Betsy Phillips worked on: Lost Delta Found. Many are called but damn few are cool enough. Or
something.

This book isn't shipping yet, but here's the Powells link. God, how does anyone compete with
Amazon anymore?

Posted by Editor @ 11:49 AM PST [Link]

Wednesday, June 8, 2005

Specialty perfume blends: Organic Herba Fresca,
Organic Coco Coriandre, and Organic Aqua Fioria
from Escential Oils and Lotions

Review by Kathy LaFollett

I've never been a big jewelry fan. I only wear my wedding rings. I've never been a perfume fan
either. Most scents seemed contrived, chemical, and fake. Like cheap makeup.

I'm still not a big fan of jewelry. But the three specialty blends from Escential.net have completely
changed my mindset about fragrances. After a short time of having them, I feel naked if I don't
wear one of them. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 12:06 PM PST [Link]

Are You There Alone? The Unspeakable Crime of Andrea Yates
By Suzanne O'Malley
Published by Simon and Schuster
Visit : http ://www.simonsays.com/
*The updated edition "Are You There Alone?" features a new chapter on the
appeal of the Yates case, as well as personal updates on both Andrea and

http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=1595323422
http://www.escential.net/
http://www.comm.unt.edu/faculty/taylor_bio.htm
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http://www.escential.net/
http://www.visionized.com/
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0-7434-6629-2
http://www.simonsays.com/content/content.cfm?sid=33&pid=507222
http://simonsays.com/
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Rusty Yates.

Review by Kathy LaFollett

I lightly followed the Yates murders when it hit MSNBC and CNN like a Mac
Truck. I remember thinking, no mother in her right mind could do such a
thing -- 5 times in a row -- without being insane. No way. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 12:00 PM PST [Link]

Monday, June 6, 2005

Lions, Tigers and Bears 1-3
By Mike Bullock and Jack Lawrence
Published by Image Comics

Review by Kathryn Ramage

Oh my!

Despite the title, this children's comics series has only a basic thematic
similarity to The Wizard of Oz: a young person is drawn into a fabulous
fantasy world, journeys to see the ruler of this land, faces some dangers,
and learns some important lessons about growing up along the way.
Instead of a scarecrow and tinman, our young hero's companions are all

huge jungle cats (and not one of them cowardly).

Our hero is a young boy named Joey, who is moving to a new home and is trying to overcome his
fear of the dark. He is especially worried about the monsters in his closet, which he calls "The
Beasties." [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 08:44 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, June 5, 2005

Palestine
Story and Art by Joe Sacco
Published by Fantagraphics

Review by Kathy LaFollett

I've put off writing this review on Palestine for about 2 weeks. I can't find a
place to put my foot down on the opening sentence to this article. How can I
possibly meet the author's extreme skill, intelligence, patience, empathy and
artful execution I find myself thinking "I am not worthy" to write a word.

The Israel/Palastine conflict (and I use that word "conflict" VERY loosely in

http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0-7434-6629-2
http://www.runemasterstudios.com/ltb.php
http://www.visionized.com/
http://www.runemasterstudios.com/ltb.php
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http://www.marsimport.com/display_comic.php?ID=1862&affiliateID=20
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reference) is SO convoluted, so OLD, so very very deep and painful only
those in the theatre of conflict and inherent to the history truly understand

the immensely doomed situation. Until 2001 when Palestine was first published. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 03:07 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

J LHLS Archives: June 2005

Saturday, June 4, 2005

February 9, 2006: UPDATE ON THE NOVEL!
The Lonely Ring Finger (Pre-Order*)
Only the Ring Finger Knows Novel
Author/Artist: Satoru Kannagi, Hotaru Odagiri
ISBN: 1569709041
246 pages
Dimensions: 4 1/8" x 6 3/4"
Release Date: Mar 15, 2006
SRP: $8.95
More info! or Leave a comment!

*Powells has the description wrong, but everything else is
right.

End of update.

EDIT 070105: I don't know if it's been announced elsewhere, but Isaac Lew of
Digital Manga told editor Ginger Mayerson today at AnimeExpo that the "Only
the Ring Finger Knows" novels will be published in May 2006. Lucky us! Thank
you, Digital Manga!

Only the Ring Finger Knows
by Satoru Kannagi
Publisher: Digital Manga Publishing

Commentary by Lene Taylor

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709041
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709041
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http://www.dmpbooks.com/manga
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Why Is Yuichi Kazuki So Mean?

Doesn't that sound like a Japanese country-western song, or
maybe an indepdent film title?

This commentary contains plot and character information that might
be considered spoilers. Please proceed at your own risk. Or come

back after you've read the manga. Thank you. ED [more]

Posted by Lene Taylor @ 09:23 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, June 1, 2005

Gardening Editor, Lynn Loper, struts her stuff.

Posted by Editor @ 04:37 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, May 31, 2005

Snakes and Earrings
by Hitomi Kanehara
translated by David Karashima
Published by Dutton (Penguin Group USA)

Review by Tom Good

When 19-year-old Lui meets a man whose modified tongue is
forked like a snake's, she becomes fascinated with the idea
of having a tongue like his. She starts with a more
conventional tongue piercing, and before long she has fallen
into a Tokyo subculture of body modification, tattooing,

drinking, sex, and violent crime. Lui narrates her journey in a bored, matter-of-
fact manner that reflects her inner emptiness, as in this excerpt:

"I wondered which would be better -- to work as a prostitute to live, or to die
rather than work as one? I'd say that latter answer would be the one chosen
by the healthy mind, but then again, there's not really anything healthy about
being dead. Anyway, they do say that women who are sexually active tend to
have a better complexion. Not that I cared if I was healthy or not." [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 02:50 PM PST [Link]

Monday, May 30, 2005

Portland Rain and
Dream
(Perfume oils from Escential Oils and
Lotions)
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Reviews by Tom Good

I live in Portland, so I was curious about what a scent called Portland Rain
would smell like. This fresh, clean floral scent brings up images of a light
summer rain shower in the Portland Rose Garden. It smells like roses, with a
nice powdery finish. I wish every rainy day in Portland smelled this good.

Dream is a cooler, earthier scent that seems to contain vanilla and some spice.
Whereas Portland Rain is very floral and feminine, Dream is sensual but could
work for either sex. It makes me think of walking through an exotic market
full of delicious food and colorful silks.

Escential offers shopping online through their web site, and also has two
Portland stores, one at 710 NW 23rd Ave., and the other at 3638 SE Hawthorne
Blvd. I have been to both of these stores and they are well organized and
inviting, with a variety of bath and skin care products, a large selection of
essential and perfume oils, and friendly service. They also offer custom scents
on many of their products, with over 130 oils to choose from, so you can
design something for yourself. One-half ounce of Portland Rain is a bargain at
$11. I do not have price information for Dream, but most of their other perfume
oils seem to be between $11 and $18.

Posted by Tom Good @ 02:03 PM PST [Link]

Arcana #1
by So-Young Lee
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

Inez, a young girl with the power to communicate with
animals, is outdoors with her faithful dog Zode when they
witness the first snowfall in the land in a hundred years.
Then after surviving a terrifying encounter with a demon,
Inez wakes up in the Imperial Palace. There she begins to
learn of her destiny, which involves her abilities and the
ancient race of dragons.

Visually, Arcana has a lot of gender ambiguity. Two of the male characters,
Yulan and the Emperor, are both drawn with flowing hair, narrow faces, thin
eyebrows, earrings, and dark, full lips. If the text had not specifically said they
were male, I would have been fairly certain that they were both women. And
several other male characters have a very feminine appearance. On the other
hand, the heroine Inez appears with more masculine clothing and posture, and
a boyish body. These artistic choices do add to the sense of mystery in the
story. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 02:00 PM PST [Link]

MICHAEL WINGO
11 Paintings (Cross Series/Large-Scale)
6 week exhibit

Townsend Gallery /Tim Yalda
1581 W. Colorado Blvd.
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Los Angeles, CA. 90041
323.478.9513
10am-5pm M-F
weekend hours (call ahead, not sure of exact weekend hours) [more]

Posted by Editor @ 01:51 PM PST [Link]

New Show June 4 2005 -- July 4, 2005

Avenue 50 Studio
131 N. Avenue 50

Highland Park
323 258 1435 [more]

Posted by Editor @ 01:46 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!
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Saturday, May 21, 2005

Hollow Men
A Star Trek Deep Space Nine novel
by Una McCormack
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Kathryn Ramage

Deep Space Nine was my favorite Trek series and, for a time, my favorite
TV show. One of the things I loved most about it was its moral ambiguity --
what the show itself called "shades of gray." For a change, the Federation
was not always right nor perfect. We frequently heard the points of view of
people from other cultures -- the Bajorans, the Cardassians, Odo, Quark --
and at times they had very good points about the social blandness or
underlying bigotries of the Federation world. The bad guys could sometimes

be helpful, sympathetic, and even charming. Conversely, our Starfleet heroes sometimes
committed highly questionable acts. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 07:01 PM PST [Link]

Jing: King of Bandits #4
by Yuichi Kumakura
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

Jing: King of Bandits is a fantasy story. Not fantasy as in "Elf vs. Orc
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medieval smack-down," but fantasy as in Alice in Wonderland or even
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Its world contains buses shaped like
crocodiles, trains pulled by giant dodo birds, an orb that can steal dreams,
and a thief named Jing who wants that orb.

Jing, accompanied by a magical bird called Kir, is incarcerated in a prison
called Seventh Heaven. He plans to steal the dream orb from another prisoner, but before he can
finish the job, he discovers that he is actually in the "prison of dreams," where escape will be even
more difficult, the geography resembles an Escher drawing, and most of the inhabitants are the
stuff of nightmares. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 06:56 PM PST [Link]

Witchblade, #83
Written by Ron Marz
Published by Top Cow

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Editor note: This is not the cover for this comic because I coudn't find the
cover for this comic.

Well I feel like a dweeb. I've never read WitchBlade before. I thought it was a television show.
[more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 06:53 PM PST [Link]

Hunter/Killer Issue #1
Created by Marc Silvestri and Mark Waid
Published by Top Cow

Review by Kathy LaFollett

It's a GOOD thing I make some serious bank as a Graphic Artist. Top Cow
is going to cost me a lot of change.

Hunter/Killer is an extravaganza of Best Practices in Comic Book creation.

We've got Ultra Sapiens crawling around planet earth, and of course we
earthlings of normal report have NO clue they are here or there, or washing

our car for that matter. What happens if these Ultra Sapiens go "rouge"? The Hunter/Killers step
forward and clean house. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 06:48 PM PST [Link]

Friday, May 20, 2005
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Star Trek -- Engine's of Destiny
By Gene DeWeese
Published by Pocket Books, a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.

*available as a downloadable eBook!

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Montgomery Scott has decided to leave Starfleet after the death of James
T. Kirk. A chance encounter with a mysterious woman named Guinan leads
him to hitch a ride on the U.S.S Jenolen -- which crashes into a Dyson
Sphere, leaving only Scotty to survive suspended as a transporter pattern.

After seventy-five years as a transporter pattern, Scotty is revived aboard
the Enterprise-D -- on which Guinan serves as a bartender. Fate has not finished with either
Scotty or Guinan. The engineer hatches an audacious plan to travel back in time and rescue Jim
Kirk the moment before he would vanish into the nexus and bring him back to the twenty-fourth
century without damaging the timeline. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 07:47 PM PST [Link]

Kiss and Tell Issues 6 and 7
Created and Written by Jeff Amano
Pencils and Inks by Craig Rousseau 
Colors by Giulia Brusco
Letters by Omar Mediano
Published by Beckett Comics

Review by Kathy LaFollett

The author of this review begs forgiveness for not
making the time to buy and read issues 1-5. It's just a
damn shame. A Big shoutout to Craig, Guilia, and
Omar for extreme comic art. I do enjoy your work.

[more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 07:12 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, May 17, 2005

Beyond the Horizon
Gallery review by Lui Sanchez

The Avenue 50 Studio presents Claro Oscuro:
Metaphors, an exhibition of painters Raoul De la Sota
and Andres Montoya. At near opposite ends of the
career spectrum, De la Sota is an established painter
whose work is well documented in Los Angeles and
Andres Montoya is an emerging L.A. artist.

De la Sota’s mountain series hangs on the west wall of the gallery.
Mountain tops and ranges cascade along the wall. De la Sota reflects on
the San Francisco Peaks, Mt. Hesperus, Popocateptl and others, as sacred

http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn= 0-671-03702-1
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ground from which he views the sky and the cosmos. The mountains serve
as pedestals holding the universe above. [more]

Posted by Lui Sanchez @ 01:46 PM PST [Link]

Monday, May 16, 2005

Miniature Sulk
by Jeffrey Brown
Published by Top Shelf

Not many comics give me a feeling of nostalgia for childhood, but this one
did. It reminded me of some of the odd pastimes of my younger years:
twirling nunchaku, throwing snappers (those little twists of white paper that
explode when they hit something), wrestling matches, and fantasizing about
super-powers.

Jeffrey Brown's unpretentious, primitive black-and-white style works very
well with material like this, and the small format book (6 1/4" x 4") easily fits
into a pocket. Most of the segments are only one or two pages long, so it is

great for a quick laugh when you only have a minute or two. Though Big Head was pretty funny, I
think Miniature Sulk is my favorite Jeffrey Brown comic yet.

Posted by Tom Good @ 09:53 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, May 15, 2005

Initial D #11 DVD and Street Fury: Envy Edition DVD
TOKYOPOP

These two DVDs are both aimed at car enthusiasts.
Initial D is an anime about Japanese street racing
culture. It is somewhat like The Fast And The Furious,
with rival car clubs racing for glory at night on twisting
Japanese mountain roads. In this episode, Kyle's
turbocharged 4WD Mitsubishi Evo III takes on Tak
Fujiwara's old-school 2WD Toyota AE 86. The Evo
has the clear advantage in power, but the lightness

and handling of the 86, combined with Tak's driving skills, may just keep
him in the race. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 06:50 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!
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Thursday, May 12, 2005

Stickleback
By Graham Annable
Published by Alternative Comics
48 pages, $6.95
ISBN: 1891867806

Reviewed by Jane Seaton

An author has a problem with visual arts. In a conventional novel or short
story, if a work of art is key to the narrative, the reader must also be some
kind of creative genius. The author may describe the work, and then use his
characters to pronounce it good, but ultimately, he has little control over the

photofit in the mind of the reader. 
[more]

Posted by Jane Seaton @ 08:29 PM PST [Link]

Salmon Doubts
By Adam Sacks
Published by Alternative Comics
128 pages, $14.95
ISBN: 1891867717

Reviewed by Tom Good

I dare you to read Salmon Doubts and not be haunted by it a week later.
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That being said, let me back up and begin from the beginning. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:19 PM PST [Link]

Reviewer news: Jane Seaton's new kitten and Kathy LaFollett's new motorcycle. [more]

Posted by Editor @ 02:19 PM PST [Link]

What Happens to Star Trek Now? [more]

Posted by Editor @ 12:33 PM PST [Link]

Monday, May 9, 2005

Cold Case Squad
By Edna Buchanan
Publisher: Pocket Books

Review by Betsy Phillips

This review contains plot and character information that could be
considered spoilers. Proceed at your own risk.

Edna Buchanan's Cold Case Squad is the first book in a new series about,
appropriately enough, a cold case squad in Miami. Since it's an introduction
of sorts, it has to accomplish two tasks: it's got to pull you into the specific
stories it tells and present you with a rich enough universe that you feel

compelled to read more books set in that world. Buchanan's world is a contemporary Miami
populated by murderous criminals, exotic dancers, ethically-challenged reporters, and a police
force still reeling from decades of corruption. Pretty predictable crime novel stuff. [more]

Posted by Betsy Phillips @ 08:44 PM PST [Link]

Breaking the Time Barrier: The Race to Build the First Time Machine
By Jenny Randles
Publisher: Pocket Books

Review by Betsy Phillips

Jenny Randles's book, Breaking the Time Barrier: The Race to Build the
First Time Machine must be the kind of book that people with any kind of
scientific knowledge hate, because people like me, who had to cheat to get
through high school physics, read it and think we now have some deep
knowledge of quantum mechanics.
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So, being totally ignorant of almost all physics (what I know, I get from the
Discovery Channel or old episodes of Star Trek) I liked it. Randles takes really complicated
scientific problems and theories and articulates them in very easy to understand prose. She
introduces the reader to a number of famous and not-so-famous scientists who all have, at one
time or another, been working on the question of whether people will ever be able to travel
though time. She asks what I think are interesting questions about whether "kooky" phenomena
like some kinds of reports of alien abduction might be easily explained by some type of heretofore
unknown but potentially naturally occurring time travel anomaly. And it's nearly impossible not to
get caught up in her enthusiasm. [more]

Posted by Betsy Phillips @ 08:41 PM PST [Link]

Star Pet
By Bash Dibra with Kitty Brown
Publisher: Pocket Books

Review by Betsy Phillips

When it comes to training dogs, I subscribe to the PBJ method --
Persistence, Bribery, and Jocularity -- the basic philosophy of which is that
you might as well learn to laugh at yourself and your dog because it's going
to take you a lot of repetition and handing out of treats to teach your dog
anything, and it'll go better if you find a way to enjoy the time in which the
dog cannot understand what you want her to do.

Unfortunately for Bash Dibra, the author of Star Pet, and Pocket Books, the publisher, few people
will pay for the wisdom I've just imparted. So, if you're going to sell a book about pet training,
you've got to have something more to offer. [more]

Posted by Betsy Phillips @ 08:37 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, May 8, 2005

Dolls II
by Yumiko Kawahara
Publisher: VIZ

Review by Kathryn Ramage

The dolls are back!
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The living dolls featured this second collection of graphic short stories
written and beautifully drawn by Yumiko Kawahara are actually a plant that
grows to resemble a beautiful Victorian-style doll. They live on milk and
sugar cookies, are eye-poppingly expensive, and require a near-slavish
devotion to maintain. The dolls often choose their owners; they respond
only to people they've taken a liking to, for reasons known only to

themselves. It seems that the dolls reflect their owners' personalities for better or worse -- or
perhaps it's the other way around, and the owners reflect their dolls? Sometimes the line between
dolls and owners are even further blurred and confused, until it's hard to tell which ones are
which. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 07:47 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, May 7, 2005

Escalator
by Brandon Graham
Alternative Comics

Review by Tom Good

"I never saw a traditional plaid skirt Catholic school girl until I moved to New
York. I remember wondering why the little girls were dressed like strippers."
-- Escalator

Escalator is a collection of short comics by Brandon Graham, and it is full of
interesting ideas for stories: a demonic FedEx guy, extraterrestrial
pornography, an illegal musical instrument that can kill its owner if played
carelessly, a sumo hero, and more.

Frustratingly, none of these take the form of a fully realized story that can
really do justice to the creative concept. I found myself wishing that any one of these stories had
been expanded to book-length. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 10:48 PM PST [Link]

Safe Area Gorazde
The War in Eastern Bosnia 1992-95
by Joe Sacco
Publisher: Fantagraphics Books

Review by Tom Good
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"Who reads a graphic novel about the war in Bosnia?" That was the
reaction I got recently when I told some people about Safe Area Gorazde.
Here is my simple answer to that question: you should read it. If you
appreciate the graphic novel as an art form, you would really be missing out

if you skipped over this book. It has no superheroes, ninjas, or giant robots -- just very good war
journalism, with enough background information that it also serves as a miniature history lesson.
[more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 10:18 PM PST [Link]

An Interview with Raoul De la Sota

Raoul De la Sota was born and raised in Los Angeles by Mexican parents in
a bilingual household. He studied at Los Angeles City College and then at
UCLA where eventually he earned his Master of Arts degree. He received
soon after graduation the first Fulbright Fellowship ever awarded to a
Chicano artist for a year¹s study in Peru. That trip was to change his life by
experiencing a Latin American country in person for the first time. The
traditions, beliefs and sacred mountain landscapes have stayed with him

throughout his life. He has exhibited in Oaxaca, Morelia and Valle de Bravo in Mexico along with
shows in Lima, Peru, and Spain. Closer to home, he has exhibited his work in the Gallery of the
Organization of American States in Washington, D.C., the Laguna Museum of Art, the Armand
Hammer Museum in Westwood and the Museum of Latin American Art in Long Beach. The
Institute of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles commissioned a sculptural piece, and he was
commissioned to do the cover of the book Wild Steps to Heaven by Victor Villaseñor. He currently
leads travel groups to Peru, Spain and Mexico seeking a better understanding of Hispanic and
Pre-Hispanic sites and their cosmological beliefs. He also teaches art at Los Angeles City
College. Mr. Montoya gave this interview via email to Kathy Gallegos of the Avenue 50 Studio
where Mr. De la Sota has a show up until May 23, and Ginger Mayerson of J LHLS in May 2005.
[more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 07:18 PM PST [Link]
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Tuesday, April 26, 2005

Legendz, Vol.1: The Tornado Comes!
Art by Makoto Haruno
Story by Rin Hirai
Published by VIZ, 2003

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

I've got mixed feelings about Legendz. It's an obvious toy tie-in comic for
kids. And we all agree that's bad, right? But it's a tie-in for a toy that doesn't
actually exist. So that makes it okay, right? The hero is a kid who is
obsessed with a game that's a cross between Pokemon and Tamaguchi.
And that's not a great role model, right? But the hero is also a charming,
optimistic outsider who transcends the challenges in his life and teaches his
classmates lessons about teamwork and caring which is pretty cute, right?
Like I say, I'm kinda on the fence on this one. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 04:05 PM PST [Link]

Monday, April 25, 2005

Time Traders
A two-part sci-fi novel by Andre Norton
Published by Baen Books, 2001

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Every now and then, I get nostalgic for an old-fashioned science fiction

http://www.emerchandise.com/browse/LEGENDZ/a:V1115
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.emerchandise.com/browse/LEGENDZ/a:V1115
http://www.emerchandise.com/browse/LEGENDZ/a:V1115
http://www.emerchandise.com/browse/LEGENDZ/a:V1115
http://www.comm.unt.edu/faculty/taylor_bio.htm
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0-671-31952-3
http:// http//www.baen.com/chapters/W200008/0671319523.htm?blurb


J LHLS Archives: April 2005

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-04242005-04302005.htm[4/27/2019 2:38:52 PM]

story written during the classic period (1930-1950). But that wasn't my
intention when I saw Andre Norton's name on the cover of this novel. I first
became familiar with her works when I was in high school, back in the 70's.
I'm more familiar with her Witch World series, which featured strong,
independent female heroes, as befitted the era of the dawning Women's
Liberation Movement, of which I was an ardent member. So I was genuinely
surprised to find that Time Traders was originally published as two stories;

"The Time Traders" in 1958 and "Galactic Derelict", in 1959, both by the World Publishing
Company. As was customary in those days, the protagonist and all the main characters are male,
with scarcely any mention of women in general. There is one outstanding female supporting
character in part one, Time Traders; Cassca, a priestess of the Great Mother, who assists the
disguised time travelers. But the cast of characters is predominantly male, who conventionally fall
back upon force of arms rather than diplomacy when conflict arises. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 11:02 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, April 23, 2005

RG Veda, Vol. 1
by CLAMP
TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

The four-woman team known as CLAMP has created many popular manga
such as Tokyo Babylon and Chobits. Rg Veda is CLAMP's first major work,
and though the name refers to the Rig Veda, the story seems unrelated to
the Sanskrit original. As this story begins, the cruel king Taishakuten sends
his servant Lord Yasha to kill the Royal Stargazer Kuyou, who has escaped
from her prison. She tells Lord Yasha what she has seen in the future: that
six stars will fall and defy heaven, the child of a vanished race will be found,

and this child's destiny will be to kill Yasha. Yasha discovers the child, who is the earthly form of
Lord Ashura, and the wheels of destiny begin to turn. Though aware of the danger, Yasha quickly
becomes attached to the child. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:03 PM PST [Link]

Heaven Above Heaven, Vol. 1
by Kang-Suk Kyun and Joong-Won Jeon
Publisher: TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

"You . . . Morons!" says Bakhong, "You've ruined the moment . . . a moment
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I may never get again in my life!" Filled with rage, the young man turns on
those who disturbed him, and whirling his staff he takes on three Volcano
School swordsmen in a wild battle. But what was the moment they
disturbed? Only Bakhong's attempt to peep through a hole in the bathhouse
roof to catch a glimpse of a beautiful naked woman below. (The bathhouse
voyeurism scene seems to be a common stock element of manga, much

like the chase scene with fruit cart in action movies.) [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:02 PM PST [Link]

Friday, April 22, 2005

The Plot Against America
By Philip Roth
Publisher: Houghton Mifflin 2004, ISBN 0618509283, Hardcover, 400
pages.

Review by Richard Mellott

The first thing I noticed about this book is the cover. With a large swastika
on the front, and the title in bold, I didn't feel comfortable carrying the book
around in public. Being a tall white guy with short hair, I thought the
impression might be negative. Several people who visited my place asked
me about the book, so the cover is certainly an eye-catcher. The premise of
Lindbergh being elected as a pro-Nazi president, and having an anti-Jewish

homeland policy, is the foundation of the book, which is close enough to what almost happened
with the isolationist movement in both WWI and WWII to make it eerily close to historical truth.
[more]

Posted by Richard Mellott @ 10:42 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Owly: Just a Little Blue
by Andy Runton
Publisher: Top Shelf Productions

Reviewed by Kathryn Ramage

The adorableness continues.

Andy Runton carries on the adventures of Owly, the lonely little owl whose
kindness and generosity helps him to find friends. (See my review of the
first Owly graphic novel.) In Just a Little Blue, Owly and his best friend
Wormy, along with a butterfly named Flutter who shows up unexplained

halfway through the story, try to make friends with a bad-tempered bluebird and his family. The
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bluebird is hostile and suspicious, certain that, as a member of a predator species, Owly must be
up to no good. He resists all friendly overtures... until Owly’s good-heartedness wins out in the
end. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 11:54 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, April 19, 2005

Owly lovers take note!

Owly: Splashin' Around
By Andy Runton
"Top Shelf is proud to join the industry-wide FREE COMIC BOOK DAY
celebration with an all-new, heartwarming tale from the all-ages graphic
novel series, OWLY. Already winning fans around the world, Owly is the
kind, yet lonely little owl who knows what it means to be human. Join Owly
in his latest adventure, Splashin' Around, as he learns that following your
heart can bring the greatest reward. ... Relying on a mixture of symbols,
icons, and expressions to tell his silent stories, Runton's clean style makes it
a perfect all-ages read for anyone who's a fan of Jeff Smith's Bone, Mike
Kunkel's Herobear and the Kid, or Dav Pilkey's Captain Underpants. -- 32
pages, Comic Book

"ABSOLUTELY FREE AT A COMIC BOOK STORE NEAR YOU ON MAY 7TH, 2005 -- FREE
COMIC BOOK DAY!"

And according to reviewer Kathryn L. Ramage, it's absolutely adorable, too!

Posted by Editor @ 04:35 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, April 16, 2005

Wonder Woman wanted more than anything else in the world for human beings to peacefully
coexist with each other. I can think of no greater sentiment than that, and that's why she's my
hero. I didn't really need a gay hero to identify with; what I look for in my heroes is an end goal
that means something to me. It's why Superman and Batman mean less to me than Wonder
Woman; she's a teacher and ambassador of peace, while Superman's essentially a cop and
Batman's a crazy guy in need of therapy.
An Interview with Phil Jimenez
by Chad Denton

Posted by Editor @ 11:02 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, April 12, 2005

Van Von Hunter
by Mike Schwark and Ron Kaulfersch
Publisher: TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

"You are in no position to make demands, Von Hunter! For I ...! I have the
power of the Black Marble. Or as I like to call it, the Blarble!" -- Van Von
Hunter

Van Von Hunter has characters with amnesia, with physically impossible
hairstyles, and with weapons so huge that the heroes need magical
enchantments just to lift them. It has sexy barmaids, cryptic legends, giant
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shoulder pads, dangerous artifacts, and tortured, awkward exposition. It has characters who need
everything explained to them, but who fail to heed the explanations until it is too late. In short, it
contains every horrible cliche of fantasy adventure manga. Good thing, then, that Van Von Hunter
is a parody. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 10:00 PM PST [Link]

Temptation
by Glenn Dakin
Publisher: Active Images

Review by Tom Good

A bearded man, alone in a desert, is tempted again and again by a devil
who tries every kind of offer and trick to get him to bargain away his soul.
This is the theme, and each one-page episode of Temptation offers a new
variation. This humorous comic almost belongs to its own unique category,
but in its strict adherence to a simple storyline, its focus on two main
characters, and its short episodes it resembles the old classic Spy vs. Spy
from Mad Magazine. But where Spy vs. Spy had a slick, stylized look, the

art of Temptation feels more like a spontaneous sketch or doodle. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 09:58 PM PST [Link]

The Diva's Guide to Selling Your Soul
By Kathleen O'Reilly
Publisher: Downtown Press, New York: 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Let me say first off that this is a cute book. It will make a really cute movie. If
no one makes this book into a movie, then everyone is passing up a
perfectly good chick-flick making opportunity -- And not just any chick-flick
either -- One that can star a name-brand female actress just on the edge of
her expiration date. Look in People or Us for lists of A-list (for the moment)
celebs who have become eligible just this week. How great would that be?
Might even get Liz Hurley to play the devil again.

Yes, the devil is a woman in this book. Interesting choice, I know. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 02:37 PM PST [Link]

Monday, April 11, 2005

The Comics Go To Hell: A Visual History of the devil in comics
by Fredrik Stromberg
Publisher: Fantagraphics Books (2005).

Review by Russell Smith

This reviewer would love to get a look at Frederick Stromberg's personal
library. All of the images of the Devil that appear in this book are from his
personal collection of comics. In the prologue, he says they are mere
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samplings but, "that the selection should be as representative as possible of the comics culture
as a whole..." Of course he begins his discourse with a disclaimer that his work is more like a pop
study than a doctoral thesis. Thank heavens! Mr. Stromberg has delivered to the public a
readable and immensely interesting study of the history of the Devil in comics. [more]

Posted by Russell Smith @ 11:13 PM PST [Link]

Star Trek: Ex Machina
by Christopher L. Bennett
Publisher: Pocket Books

Review by Kathryn Ramage

This novel begins immediately after the events in Star Trek: The Motion
Picture, but it's really more of a sequel to the original series episode, "For
the World Is Hollow and I Have Touched the Sky." While there are
references to the transcendental fate of the Will Decker and Ilia, the
"machine" central to the story here isn't V'ger, but the Oracle that runs the
spaceship/planetoid Yonada featured in that episode.

The Yonadans have arrived at their destination, a planet called Daran IV,
some time before the story begins. Former Oracle Priestess (and former McCoy love interest)
Natira is doing her best to bring her people into the 23rd century, but perhaps she is moving too
far too fast, for a number of Yonadans resist the abrupt change and refuse to give up the religious
aspects of their old way of life under the mind-controlling Oracle. Many continue to worship the
old spacesphere they've left behind, which is now visible in orbit above their new home. Some
have turned to violence, even terrorism*, to force a return to the old ways. The Enterprise is called
to Daran IV -- which is just what the terrorists have been hoping for, since they remember Kirk
and his part in the destruction of their Oracle's power very well. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 11:09 PM PST [Link]

Lullaby
by Hector Sevilla
Publisher: Image Comics

Review by Tom Good

If you know nothing about Lullaby, you are in luck, and I will not be telling
you much about it, either. Let me explain. Every once in a while a story
comes along that is best experienced without any prior knowledge of what it
is about, and Lullaby is one of these. Obviously this presents some
challenges to a reviewer. Normally I do reveal some plot elements of the
comics I review, as long as I think it will not diminish the enjoyment of the
book. With Lullaby, trust me on two counts: first, this is a comic you should

read, and second, it is so much fun to see the story gradually unfold page by page that I cannot
spoil any of it. This is not due to some shocking twist at the end as in The Sixth Sense, but
because every bit of it adds a new piece to the puzzle, a puzzle that is still far from complete at
the end of issue 1. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 11:08 PM PST [Link]
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Thursday, April 7, 2005

Full Metal Alchemist, vol 1
Story and Art: Hiromu Arakawa
Publisher: VIZ

Review by Chad Denton

As is often the case with such things, Hiromu Arakawa's Full Metal
Alchemist first became known in the United States through the anime, even
though in its native Japan it first appeared as a manga published by Square-
Enix, best known as the producers of the "Final Fantasy" and "Dragon
Quest" video game RPG series. In fact, to my knowledge, the manga
comes to American shores not only after the anime has gone through about
half of its 51-episode run on Cartoon Network's Saturday night Adult Swim
line-up, but after two video game adaptations have been released. [more]

Posted by Chad Denton @ 10:41 PM PST [Link]

Sokora Refugees
Story: Segamu
Art: Melissa DeJesus
Publisher: TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

When I found out that Sokora Refugees stars Kana, a flat-chested high
school girl who goes through a portal in the girls shower room into a
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magical world where she mysteriously has much larger breasts, I lowered
my expectations for it. I figured it would be at best pointless, at worst
unbearably juvenile, but I was completely wrong. Actually, this is a very
entertaining and impressive first graphic novel by artist Melissa DeJesus

and writer Segamu. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 10:33 PM PST [Link]

Ghost in the Shell 2: Innocence
Based on the film by Mamoru Oshii
Published by VIZ

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I think this ani-manga edition of "Ghost in the Shell 2: Innocence" is just for
me. I saw "Ghost in the Shell 2: Innocence" three times (twice paying retail)
and still couldn't take it all in. The first time I saw it, I was overwhelmed by
the sheer beauty of it. There are moments in this anime that will simply take
your breath away. The second time I saw it, I was trying to reconcile the
visuals with the soundtrack, which is also impressive in and of itself. The
third time I saw it, I was trying to follow the nuances in the dialogue subtitles
while on visual and aural sensory overload. The plot is a fairly straight

forward futuristic police/government tale; someone is breaking laws we here in the present could
never imagine and breaking them for reasons I'm still not clear on. However, this ani-manga
clears up many points in the dialogue that I was longing to have cleared up. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10:25 PM PST [Link]

On the Border
By Michel Warschawski
Publisher: South End Press

Review by Allison Burnett

The Third Way

Before the United States declared its global war on terror, no subject could
more quickly inflame and divide a gathering of the politically aware than the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Today, it's a tie. Hardly surprising, when you
consider how much the two conflicts have in common. After all, both involve
questions of national security, religious fundamentalism, terrorism,
colonialism, and the struggle for basic human rights, and more recently,

since the invasion of Iraq, the two conflicts are entwined to the point of being almost
indistinguishable. [more]
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Posted by Allison Burnett @ 02:34 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, April 6, 2005

February 9, 2006: UPDATE ON THE NOVEL!
The Lonely Ring Finger (Pre-Order*)
Only the Ring Finger Knows Novel
Author/Artist: Satoru Kannagi, Hotaru Odagiri
ISBN: 1569709041
246 pages
Dimensions: 4 1/8" x 6 3/4"
Release Date: Mar 15, 2006
SRP: $8.95
More info! or Leave a comment!

*Powells has the description wrong, but everything else is
right.

End of update.

Edit 070105: I don't know if it's been announced elsewhere, but Isaac Lew of
Digital Manga told me today at AnimeExpo that the "Only the Ring Finger
Knows" novels will be published in May 2006. Lucky us! Thank you, Digital
Manga! Yay!

"Petition for Only the Ring Finger Knows Novel

"There is more story behind the ring finger than what anyone
knows...

"The genre of Boy's Love novels is well known in Japan but
is almost unrepresented here in the United States. Now that
the growing trend towards publishing yaoi is occurring in the
translated manga market, we would like to bring one of our
most popular yaoi titles to our readers in its original form.
"Only The Ring Finger Knows", the novel.

"So let your voice be heard! For those fans of the OTRFK manga, if you wish to
see this title, and possibly other BL novels published in an English format,
please fill out the online petition listed here."

Message from Ginger:
PLEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAASSSSSSSSSSE sign this, I'm
DYING to know the whole Kazuki/Wataru story. Tell eveyone you know, too,
please, okay? Thanks! GM

Here's my review from last year.

EDIT June 24, 2005: Hey there, yaoi lovers, don't miss the fabulous Lene
Taylor's wonderful podcasts on Only the Ring Finger Knows and Desire. They're
great!

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 04:28 PM PST [Link]
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http://www.yaoi-manga.com/petition
http://www.yaoi-manga.com/petition
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

J LHLS Archives: April 2005

Saturday, April 2, 2005

Sticky #1
by Dale Lazarov & Steve MacIsaac

24 pages, $4.95
Published by Fantagraphics

Reviewed by Lene Taylor

Dear Readers, the arrival of a comic book with art by Steve MacIsaac is one of the most exciting
events in a woman's life. Especially if that woman is me. [more]

Posted by Lene Taylor @ 10:56 PM PST [Link]

There and Back Again: An Actor's Tale 
By Sean Astin
Published by St. Martin's Press
ISBN: 0312331460
308 Pages, $24.95

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

I now know more about Sean Astin than I ever wanted to know. Not a
judgment, just an observation. [more]

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 09:56 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, March 31, 2005
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Louder Than Bombs: The Progressive Interviews
by David Barsamian
Publisher: South End Press

Review by Chad Denton

For the politically active liberal, The Progressive probably needs no
introduction -- founded in 1909 (originally named until 1929 "La Follette's
Weekly"), "The Progressive" has been an icon of American liberalism,
involved in issues from arguing for non-intervention in World War I to
greater support for the poor during the Great Depression to opposing
nuclear weapons (famously one essay, "The H-Bomb Secret: How We Got
it and Why We're Telling it," was repressed by the U.S. Government for six

months until the courts decided in favor of the magazine), so it's no surprise that Louder Than
Bombs, a book collecting interviews conducted by "The Progressive" journalist David Barsamian,
would be both mired in the political concerns of the last seven years and in questions over
globalization, neo-conservatism (or, as one interviewee puts it confusingly, 'neoliberalism'), and
the Wars on Drugs and Terror. [more]

Posted by Chad Denton @ 11:16 PM PST [Link]

Shining Knight #1
Story: Grant Morrison
Art: Simone Bianchi

The Guardian #1
Story: Grant Morrison
Art: Cameron Stewart

Review by Chad Denton

There're only so many ways to repeat that Grant
Morrison is a genius who continuously defines and
redefines the medium, so I'll be unimaginative here:

Grant Morrison is a genius who continuously defines and redefines the medium. His current
project, under the omnibus title of Seven Soldiers, will be a collection of seven mini-series with
two book-ends (Seven Soldiers Special #0 and #1) that will finish publication on April 2006 with
issues of the two mini-series coming out each month. The trick here is that, while all the series
are part of a larger story, each is meant to be self-contained. Each Seven Soldiers mini-series
focuses on a different second- and third-tier denizen of the DC Universe - the Shining Knight,
Zatanna, the Bulleteer, the Guardian, Mister Miracle, Frankenstein, and Klarion the Witch Boy --
with each exploring different genres and different corners of the DC canon ranging from urban
superhero to fantasy to gothic horror. It's an ambitious and refreshingly intricate project,
particularly for an era when original series that don't include Wolverine or Superman rarely last
past the tenth issue. Different talented artists are being brought to the table as well, so, in
addition the various genres being explored, each series is really a different beast. Although Grant
Morrison is working with established characters and he has stated in interviews that his aim is to
delve into the minutiae of the DC Universe, it's almost like reading a universe of Morrison's own.
[more]

Posted by Chad Denton @ 04:27 PM PST [Link]

http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0896087255
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0896087255
http://www.southendpress.org/books/bombs.shtml
http://www.progressive.org/
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0896087255
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0896087255
http://www.drownedinink.com/
http://www.dccomics.com/comics/?cm=2779
http://www.dccomics.com/comics/?cm=2778
http://www.dccomics.com/comics/?cm=2699
http://www.dccomics.com/comics/?cm=2699
http://www.drownedinink.com/


J LHLS Archives: April 2005

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-03272005-04022005.htm[4/27/2019 2:39:06 PM]

Banana Fish Book 6
Story and Art by: Akimi Yoshida
Published by: VIZ

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Shojo Pulp Fiction, readers:

Banana Fish is simply a juicy, easy read that is just too fun.

Ash, our dazzling hero, started life as a runaway who was adopted by crime
lord "Papa" Dino Golzine. He is the expected heir to the crime throne. Ash
wants no part of this kingdom and after loosing his older brother in Vietnam,
he sets out to step away permanently from Papa. Eiji Okamura, a young

photographer from Japan, has made Ash's acquaintance just in time to fall with him into this
bloody whirlpool. Now the Chinese Lee Syndicate has delivered Ash, Max Lobo, Ibe and Dr
Alexis Dawson to Papa Dino. "Banana Fish" has been used to brainwash Shorter Wong and
manipulate him into mutilating Eiji Right before Ash's eyes. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 03:47 PM PST [Link]

Star Trek - Captain's Blood
By: Willaim Shatner wtih Judith and Garfield Reeves-Stevens
Published by: Pocket Books (a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.)
Visit: www.SimonSays.com

*available as a downloadable eBook!

Review by Kathy LaFollett

I can't get past this, so I'll just write it up front and move on: it really bugs me
when the author's name is larger than the title of the book itself.

It double bugs me when the author's name is three times the size of the title
and ten times the size of the co-authors of the book. It's pretentious.

Any Trekkie knows Mr. William Shatner is a commodity unto himself. James Kirk is synonymous
with Star Trek. He's the 007 of space. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 03:32 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, March 30, 2005

Wicked: The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the West
by Gregory Maguire 

Published by Regan Books 
ISBN: 0060987103
416 Pages, $15.00

Reviewed by Janine Fennick

I finished Wicked this morning and I'm sorry I did. [more]

http://www.marsimport.com/display_comic.php?ID=2673&afilliateID=20
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn= 0-671-02130-3
http://www.marsimport.com/display_comic.php?ID=2673&afilliateID=20
http://www.emerchandise.com/browse/BANANAFISH/a:V1115
http://www.emerchandise.com/browse/BANANAFISH/a:V1115
http://www.visionized.com/
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn= 0-671-02130-3
http://www.simonsays.com/st
http://www.visionized.com/
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Posted by Janine Fennick @ 08:05 PM PST [Link]

Monday, March 28, 2005

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 6

I had hoped to be writing this editorial during the Kerry administration, but, as was proved late last
fall, the Dems we got now couldn't win a race against a blind hog with one trotter tied behind its
back.
Editorial

Posted by Editor @ 08:29 PM PST [Link]

Being the recollections of Kathryn Ramage, with additional notes from her friend, Susan Hawman,
on their literary travels
The Jane Austen Tour
By Kathryn L. Ramage

Posted by Editor @ 08:26 PM PST [Link]

When I was in my early twenties, an admirer looked at me fondly as we embraced on his couch
and said, "You are perfect."
My Nostril Hair
By Russell Smith

Posted by Editor @ 08:23 PM PST [Link]

A brief survey of Molly Kiely's art and life
Erotica, Utopia and Judicial Proceedings
By Ginger Mayerson

Posted by Editor @ 08:21 PM PST [Link]

George Herriman's "Krazy Kat" is one of those works of artistry that is simultaneously very simple
and very difficult to explain.
Krazy and Ignatz 1933-1934: Necromancy by the Blue Bean Bush
By Kelly S. Taylor

Posted by Editor @ 08:20 PM PST [Link]

In the 1820s the Danish archaeologist Christian Jürgensen Thomsen divided human prehistory
into three stages, basing his division on the materials used to make weapons and tools: the Stone
Age, the Bronze Age, and the Iron Age.
The Coming of the Age of Iron
By John Emerson

Posted by Editor @ 08:19 PM PST [Link]

Of course you can be moral without a belief in God -- hell, you can be moral without a belief in
morals. What I like best about religion is the ritual -- we have gotten away from understanding the
importance of ritual on connecting us with the great mysteries. I spent my 60th birthday sitting in a
graveyard in an Indian village in Mexico, for midnight to dawn, watching the Day of the Dead
rituals. It was extremely moving, partly because no one was telling me how to feel or what to

http://liheliso.com/Issue6/Issue6.html
http://liheliso.com/Issue6/Issue6.html#Editorial
http://liheliso.com/Issue6/Issue6.html#the_jane_austen_tour
http://liheliso.com/Issue6/Issue6.html#my_nostril_hair
http://liheliso.com/Issue6/Issue6.html#erotica_utopia_and_judicial_proceedings
http://liheliso.com/Issue6/Issue6.html#krazy_and_ignatz
http://liheliso.com/Issue6/Issue6.html#the_coming_of_the_age_of_iron
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think. This Christmas, for the first time ever, we hung lights on our house -- not because we
believe in Christmas, but because we believe in lights.
An Interview with Jon Carroll
By Ginger Mayerson and Laurel Sutton

Posted by Editor @ 08:16 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, March 27, 2005

Warcraft: The Sunwell Trilogy Vol 1. Dragon Hunt
by Richard A. Knaak & Jae-Hwan Kim
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

If you play World of Warcraft online, congratulations on logging out long
enough to read this review. If you have not played this amazing game, it is a
multiplayer online RPG set in a detailed fantasy world, and I highly
recommend it. Though it contains many standard fantasy elements such as
Elves, Dwarves, Trolls and Orcs, it also has some interesting twists. For
example, though swords and sorcery are the standard means of combat,

gunpowder also exists in this world and primitive guns are fairly common. And the Orcs in
Warcraft's world of Azeroth originated on another planet: the world of Draenor. There they were a
noble, shamanistic people before being corrupted by a demon lord and brought to Azeroth. The
eight-page introduction to this manga explains this and many other details, and provides an
intriguing summary of the history and lore of Azeroth. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 07:19 PM PST [Link]

In Dream World, Vol. 1
by Jae-Ho Yoon
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

In Dream World seems as if it based on a collectible card game, but as far
as I can tell, there is no such game. So it is based on a hypothetical, or at
least not-yet-released, collectible card game. The characters travel through
a world of dreams, doing battle using magical cards that can unleash
elemental energies or transform their owners into powerful creatures. I must
admit that though I liked the second half of this manga, for the first half I was
completely confused about what was going on. I kept turning back a few

pages to see if I had misinterpreted something or accidentally skipped some vital explanation.
And often I had indeed misinterpreted the page. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 07:18 PM PST [Link]

Ranma 1/2 Season Seven
by Rumiko Takahashi
VIZ Video 2003

Review by K.S. Taylor
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There is simply no American equivalent to Rumiko Takahashi's Ranma 1/2
series. Well, maybe… Can you remember the old "Archie" cartoons? Okay,
now imagine that instead of just being a high school student, Archie was
also a phenomenal martial artist who fell into a magical pool while on a
training exercise and now is cursed to transform into a woman when he's hit
with cold water and that his and Betty's fathers agreed that they should be
married before they were born and now Archie's father is insisting that
Archie and Betty become engaged because he and Archie are broke and

need a place to stay and that Reggie has fallen in love with Archie when he's in his girl form and
that Veronica is also a skilled martial artist who is also cursed and turns into a cat and Jughead
turns into a pig and Moose turns into a duck… Okay, so in other words, Ranma 1/2 is pretty much
nothing like "Archie." The similarities drop off sharply after taking into account the fact that both
series are about high school students who have zany comic adventures. As you may already be
able to tell, Takahashi has taken "zany" to levels that are light years away from the standard "We
have to spend the night in the haunted mansion so we can inherit from my eccentric uncle" plots
of American teen-comedy. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 07:13 PM PST [Link]

Inu Yasha -- First Season Box Set
Based on the Original Comix of Rumiko Takahashi
Licensed and Published by: VIZ, LLC
www.viz.com
For the hardcore Inu Fan who can't sleep for the excitement of it all;
http://www.inuyashaworld.com/

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Inu Yasha takes pieces of Japanese folklore, clever anime practices, and
skillfully uses humor and intrigue to set the standard in anime writing, art
and tradition. InuYasha is the standard by which all others strive. Rumiko
Takahashi has a talented and successful history in Japan with titles
including Ranma 1/2, Urusei Yatsura, and the Inu-Yasha television series.

A veteran and a talent who's work is impressively gathered inside this box set.

The first season box series of twenty-seven episodes is presented in classical anime artwork. The
packaging itself makes a very small footprint on the shelf. One of the past frustrations for buyers
were the size of the box sets. Thankfully the Inu set presents with economy, but traditional anime
beauty. It's a set any Inu fan will be proud to own. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 07:11 PM PST [Link]

The Incal
Story and Art by:Jodorowsky and Moebius
Published by: Humanoids/DC Comics
Visit: http://www.dccomics.com and http://www.humanoids-publishing.com
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Review by Kathy LaFollett

This review contains plot and character information that might be
considered spoilers. Please continue at your own risk.

If you were to take "A Clockwork Orange", add "MadMax", stir in a pinch of
"Star Wars" (the original three, not the tripe of this decade), and finally
baste the whole with a creamy layer of "Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy",

serve that up with a side of "The Fifth Element" and you've just made The Incal in your own
kitchen. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 07:07 PM PST [Link]

Goodbye Chunky Rice
By Craig Thompson
Published by: Top Shelf Productions
Visit Top Shelf's Site: www.topshelfcomix.com

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Chunky Rice belongs on the book shelf next to The Cat in the Hat.

What a sweet, kind, honest and thoroughly expressive trip through life.

Life's chaotic features, both fair and unfair, explainable and not, are given a moment to show
themselves. Life, death, friendship, hatred, jealousy, hate, love, patience, fear, joy, loneliness,
prejudice, aversion, justice, injustice are just a handful of what you'll find with Chunky Rice. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 05:18 PM PST [Link]

Star Trek
I.K.S. Gorkon -- Book 3
Enemy Territory
By: Keith R.A. DeCandido
Published by: Pocket Books (a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.)
Visit: http://www.simonsays.com/st

*available as a downloadable eBook!

Review by Kathy LaFollett

The Elabrej Hegemony, a race that believes there is no other life in the
universe apart from their own.

The Klingon Empire, a race that knows better.

Mr. DeCandido brings Captain Klag to the forefront (my personal first meeting with the Captain)
as this book's leading man, or should I say, Klingon. [more]
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Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 04:36 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron
J LHLS Archives: March 2005

Thursday, March 24, 2005

The Shadow of The Lion
by Mercedes Lackey, Eric Flint and Dave Freer
Published by Baen Books, 2002

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

This review contains plot and character information that might be
considered spoilers; proceed at your own risk.

This hefty paperback (913 pages!) is the work of three well known sci-
fi/fantasy authors, Mercedes Lackey of the Heralds of Valdemar series, Eric
Flint of the Joe's World Series, and Dave Freer, author of "Wizard of
Karres". I must say it's not bad for a book that was written by committee. In

it, we go back in time to the days of the Holy Roman Empire, from April 1537 to September 1538,
in the city of Venice, where a magical conspiracy is afoot. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 05:52 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, March 20, 2005

Dr. Slump, Vol. 1
by Akira Toriyama
Published by: VIZ

Review by Tom Good

Before creating the hit series Dragon Ball, Akira Toriyama became well
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known for the manga called Dr. Slump. This story takes place in Penguin
Village, a location also featured in Dragon Ball. The doctor, whose real
name is Dr. Noriyaki Senbei (a pun on the name of a type of rice cracker),
begins the story by inventing a robot girl called Arale. She has superhuman
strength, but despite being a robot she has to wear glasses, because Dr.
Slump did not do a very good job with her eyes. Arale is convincing enough
that the rest of Penguin Village thinks she is a real girl, but her inexperience

with the human world, combined with Dr. Slump's wacky inventions, lead the pair into a variety of
slapstick adventures. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:15 PM PST [Link]
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Thursday, March 17, 2005

Ménage à Trois, Number 6
By Roger Wormburper
Publisher: Eros Comix

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Someday, in the future... if we live... some clever curator will collect all the
lefty comics in one show, and thus show all the world how well we fought...
and lost anyway.

Among the many, there will be TEX!, there will be The Bush Junta, and
there will be "Ménage à Trois, Number 6," subtitled "Trapdoor Spiderwoman for President," an
adult comic from Eros. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:03 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, March 13, 2005

Ex Machina: The First Hundred Days
by Brian K. Vaughan, Tony Harris, Tom Feister
Published by Wildstorm/DC Comics

Review by Tom Good

Mitchell Hundred is an ex-superhero who gave up his costume to go into
politics. Now the unmasked Mayor of New York City, he has to deal with an
assassination attempt, a series of bombings, and even a controversial art
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installation involving Abraham Lincoln. The Mayor's superpower allows him
to "talk" to machines and give them orders, so he has no fear of guns,
because he can tell them to jam. But one adversary neatly bypasses
Hundred's power by hitting him on the head with a club.

Hundred acquired his powers through the aftereffects of an explosion, one caused by a terrorist
bomb. And speaking of terrorism, it seems that enough time has passed since 9/11 that comics
can include that day as a piece of history, without having to try to explain it, or directly address the
emotional fallout of those events. Without spoiling the plot, all I can say is that in Ex Machina's
world the events of 9/11 unfolded in a slightly different way. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 07:33 PM PST [Link]

Family Reunion
A mini comic based on part of the novel "Perfect Circle" by Sean Stewart
Art by Steve Leiber

Review by Ginger Mayerson

It says on the back cover of the "Family Reunion" mini/promotional comic:

"ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR
"Steve Leiber is a bum. A peanut-headed bum. www.steveleiber.com"

I must look more closely at Mr. Leiber's head next time I see him. I don't
recall it being peanut-like in the least. He sure can draw, I'll tell you that
much.

"Family Reunion" is a "San Diego Comic-Con Bootleg Edition based on the characters from the
novel 'Perfect Circle.'" (Note: The comic comes free with any order or you can buy it for a buck.)
Based on this comic, this novel looks worth reading. The comic and the novel concern a nice, but
unsuccessful guy named William Kennedy who is pestered by his family's ghosts. Real ghosts,
not all that stuff people scream at each other at holidays. In this mini, he's pestered by his uncle
(?) Travis, who is long dead in Vietnam, but shows up at the family reunion picnic to read the
newspaper and annoy William. At first William thinks Travis is annoyed at the current war news,
but it turns out that Travis, who was a college baseball star before he was drafted, just wanted
him to turn to the sports page for him. It has a happy ending with Travis reading the sports page
and William eating potato salad with his uproarious family. Well, I thought it was happy.

(A version of this review originally appeared in the January 2005 issue of Sequential Tart.)

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 07:19 PM PST [Link]
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By Anson Jew
Self-published

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Anson Jew is a Noir wunderkind. He beautifully tells a weird and vivid story
in black and white, three rectangles to a page, and twenty-three pages in
the book and it just left me breathless. Bravo!

(A version of this review originally appeared in the January 2005 issue of
Sequential Tart.)

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 07:06 PM PST [Link]

Desire
Story by Maki Kazumi
Art by Yukine Honami
Publisher: Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Yet again why older women should read yaoi manga.

This review contains information that could be considered spoilers. Please
take this into consideration and continue at your own risk.

I like the art in "Desire," but the sex bothers me. It's the old, "your lips say no but your eyes say
yes," or "your whole body, except your dick says no, but I'm only listening to dicks now" or "quiet!
you came, now I get to fuck you" deal that bothers me. In two sex scenes, Toru repeatedly begs
Ryoji to stop and is repeatedly ignored. Eventually Toru just gives up and let's Ryoji do what he
wants with his body. It's all very well drawn and not offensive... until you think about it.

I've said this elsewhere, so I'll say it here: I think this kind of thing would confuse the hell out of a
young woman (ages 14 18 to, oh, 30), which is the market yaoi is aimed at. I don't know what that
says about our society or what the fall-out will be, if any. I also don't know any women in that age
group, so if you read this stuff and still know that no, means no, please speak up. On the other
hand, you might know that no, means no, but do the men in your lives respect that? I'm just
asking because I was young once... and it was not a picnic. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 06:48 PM PST [Link]
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Sunday, March 6, 2005

The Mystery of Woolverine Woo-Bait
By Joe Coleman
Publisher: Fantagraphics
Visit Joe's Site: http://www.joecoleman.com

Review by Kathy LaFollett

"But there are not many men like myself who could successfully synthesize
the courageous dementia of maestro beings like Ed Gein, Dean Corll, Dale
Nelson, Peter Kurten, Albert Fish, Edward Painsel. My mentors who
conducted private research into their own twisted subconscience...but
uncontaminated by the pompous limitations dictated by science, morality,

reason and all external authority. Men who let themselves be conducted by the rhythms of their
instincts and sexual appetites." (Page 7, The Mystery of Woolverine Woo-Bait)

So spoke Frank as he conversed with the decapitated head of Senator Muro (Muro's floating in a
large pickle jar at this point). Senator Muro needs Frank to put his head on a new body. He
wouldn't have needed this little plastic surgery had it not been for Frank's brother. But that's a side
issue. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 07:33 PM PST [Link]

"Hey Comics Fans,

"For the next ten days -- from Sunday March 6th thru Tues March 15th -- Top Shelf is having its
biggest web sale ever. When you visit the site, you'll find over 90 graphic novels and comics on
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sale, with fifty titles marked down to just $3 (!), twenty titles marked down to just 1 (!) and a slew
of other key titles just slashed! All we ask is that you hit a $30 minimum on sale and/or non-sale
items (before shipping). It's a great opportunity to load up on all those graphic novels you've
wanted to try, but just never got around to picking up. Get 'em while supplies last!

"http://www.topshelfcomix.com"

From today's email. Go Go Go!

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 01:13 PM PST [Link]
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Thursday, March 3, 2005

The Hand of Kahless
John M. Ford and Michael Jan Friedman
Publisher: Pocket Books

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

The Hand of Kahless is less than meets the eye. I was very eager to review
this book. Looking at the cover, I assumed that John M. Ford, writer The
Final Reflection, a book I consider to be the best Star Trek novel ever
published, had after twenty years finally teamed up with another writer to
create a sequel. Alas, no. Opening the book, I found that The Hand of
Kahless is Final Reflection and another novel combined into one volume.
Quellle disappointment.

Getting over my initial letdown, I settled in to re-read Final Reflection. I was pleased to find that
after twenty years, my original estimation of the book's quality had not changed. In fact, re-
reading deepened my admiration of the novel. I caught references that had gone over my head
on my initial reading and noticed details that I had missed before. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 04:30 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, March 2, 2005

Duty, Honor, Redemption
by Vonda McIntyre
A Star Trek Signature Series novelization of "Star Trek II: The Wrath of
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Khan", "Star Trek III: The Search for Spock", and "Star Trek IV: The Voyage
Home."
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

This three-part compilation consists of the novelizations of three of the most
popular Star Trek movies, first released in the 80's as companion novels to
the above movies. Having originally read all three novels after first seeing
the movies, and finding them a poor substitute for the real thing, I thought I

would give them another try and see if my opinion of Ms. McIntyre's writing had improved with
maturity. I was barely into my twenties at the time; now that I'm in my forties, I've mellowed about
a lot of things I used to think harshly of in my careless youth. Unfortunately, Ms. McIntyre's writing
isn't one of them. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 10:17 PM PST [Link]

Underbelly -- Additional Observations of the Beauty/Ugliness of Mostly
Pillowy Girls
Weasel Number No. 1
The art of Dave Cooper
Published by: Fantagraphics
Visit Dave's Site: http://www.davegraphics.com
Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

Let's get one fact on the table, Dave Cooper is a talented, expressive,
focused artist who has more brain synapses running than most. His technique and mastery of his
medium are without question.

That being said, let's move onto the subjective part of this review. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 06:16 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, March 1, 2005

Just a reminder that July 1, 2005 is the the next essay deadline for the next issue of J LHLS.
Reviews are published as we get them. Please see our editorial policy and submission
guidelines, and feel free to contact us if you have any questions, thank you. Hope we see you on
July 1.

Posted by Editor @ 03:52 PM PST [Link]

Monday, February 28, 2005

Silent Scars of Healing Hands
By Naomi Hirahara and Gwenn M. Jensen
Publisher: The Center for Oral and Public History at California State
University, Fullerton
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ISBN: 0-930046-2-2-6

Silent Scars of Healing Hands was an extremely rewarding and thought-
provoking read. It was a challenging book as well because I careened from
outrage to guilt to sadness to hope to cheering and running through all
those in various permutations while reading and thinking about this book.
But worth it, and I feel everyone in America should read Silent Scars of
Healing Hands, because we stand on the brink of making the same foolish

and wicked mistake. Except this time it would not be a mistake: we know better.

The general facts of the Japanese internment are well documented, if not especially well known:
on February 19, 1942, FDR signed Executive Order 9066 ordering all persons of Japanese
descent removed from the West Coast of the United States. This sounds innocuous, but the level
of suffering was and is immeasurable. Entire families were uprooted, often broken up, lives were
lost to disease in the concentration camps; businesses were destroyed, careers derailed, and
entire communities never recovered from this forced relocation. Silent Scars of Healing Hands
follows the lives of some of the victims of this action, how they coped, and how they recovered.
And how they forgave the country that wronged them. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 06:11 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, February 27, 2005

Creature Tech
by Doug TenNapel
Publisher: Top Shelf Productions

Review by Tom Good

Creature Tech begins with a mad scientist trying to lure giant space eels to
Earth, and it only gets stranger from there. The hero, Dr. Michael Ong,
researches alien activity at a facility nicknamed "Creature Tech." While
opening crates from an excavation site, he finds a monster, the ghost of the
space-eel scientist, an alien, and the Shroud of Turin, which has the power
to raise the dead. The symbiotic alien attaches itself to his body, the ghost

is resurrected by the shroud, and Ong embarks upon a series of battles to thwart the evil
scientist.

This is Doug TenNapel's first graphic novel, but he has worked on video games such as
Earthworm Jim and The Neverhood,. The character designs in Creature Tech, especially that of
Dr. Ong, remind me of a 1995 computer game called Full Throttle. Dr. Ong looks a bit like a
thinner version of Full Throttle's main character Max, and both heroes ride motorcycles. Of
course, the similarities end once Ong gains a few extra limbs from the symbiotic alien and then
starts fighting against demon cats. In general, the art looks loose and spontaneous without
seeming unfinished. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 02:07 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, February 26, 2005

Manners and Means
By Julia Talbot

201 pages
Published by Torquere Press
Available as a downloadable PDF or LIT file ($4.95), or on CD-ROM ($9.95)

Reviewed by Lene Taylor

Dear Readers, there's nothing like a fine romance, is there? Especially one set in a fantasy
version of the Middle Ages, with some Greek, Russian, and Hungarian vocabulary thrown in, a
murder plot, a good dose of romantic angst, plus a LOT of hot gay sex. And a happy ending.
What's not to like? 
[more]

Posted by Lene Taylor @ 08:59 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, February 22, 2005

Wodehouse: A Life
by Robert McCrum
Publisher: W. W. Norton and Company

Review by Kathryn Ramage

"...threatened by unbearable thoughts, 'one has deliberately to school
oneself to think of something else quick'."
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mailto:lenetaylor@hotmail.com
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0393051595
http://www.wwnorton.com/catalog/fall04/005159.htm
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This phrase from P.G. Wodehouse's diary, as quoted by Robert McCrum,
seems to me to be the key to his biography of the celebrated author of
dozens of light-hearted stories featuring such characters as Bertie Wooster
and his manservant Jeeves, Lord Emsworth of Blandings Castle, and

Psmith -- stories set in an idyllic and innocent Edwardian England that never was. The phrase is
used at least twice, as a means of explaining Wodehouse's outlook and some of his more
controversial actions.

Although this biography covers the entirety of P.G. Wodehouse's life, the focus is on his actions
during World War II. Wodehouse and his wife were living in the French coastal resort of Le
Touquet at the beginning of the war, and delayed leaving their home for England until it was too
late to flee when the German army invaded; they found themselves trapped. McCrum begins with
a foreword describing the day that the Wodehouses encountered the invading forces in occupied
France, before recounting the details of Wodehouse's childhood and early success as a writer,
then returns to this event at the book's midpoint. Wodehouse was interred as an enemy alien and
shifted from one prison camp to another, until the Nazis became aware of the identity of this
elderly English prisoner; he was then taken to Berlin for a series of radio broadcasts -- the
substance of which were innocuous in themselves, but the fact that Wodehouse agreed to do
them left him open to accusations of collaboration and even treason from the British. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 01:04 PM PST [Link]

Monday, February 21, 2005

Blasphemy
Edited by M. Rode

205 pages
Published by Torquere Press
Available as a downloadable PDF or LIT file ($4.95), or on CD-ROM ($9.95)

Reviewed by Lene Taylor

Dear Readers, am I the only one who reads anthologies through as if they were novels? I think I
must be, since almost every anthology I've read gets a bit...repetitious. I suppose they're meant
to be taken like vitamins, one a day, rather than ingested all at once. But let us proceed on the
assumption that this is my problem, not yours. In any case, Blasphemy is a fine collection of gay
porn (mostly male, a few lesbian stories) that should satisfy anyone looking for some hot, well-
written smut that pushes a few boundaries. Don't worry, there's nothing terribly kinky here (aside
from some light S&M), but the scenarios are, well, blasphemous. Priests fucking! In churches! On
altars! In alleys! Everywhere! [more]

Posted by Lene Taylor @ 10:54 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, February 20, 2005

http://www.torquerepress.com/cgi-bin/ccp51/cp-app.cgi?usr=51F6840124&rnd=1767240&rrc=N&affl=&cip=67.180.119.233&act=&aff=&pg=cat&ref=anth003&catstr=HOME:genre:anthologies
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Hutch Owen: Unmarketable
by Tom Hart
Publisher: Top Shelf

Review by Tom Good

If Dilbert represents a view from the inside of corporate America, where
cubicle-jockeys learn to play the corporate game, then Hutch Owen takes a
completely different, outsider's view. Hutch is an anti-establishment slacker
who scrounges food from garbage cans and is suspicious of the very idea of
commerce.

In the book's longest story, titled Public Relations, Hutch attends a PR event
for Bird Burger, where he grabs the microphone and rants at the crowd: "You gluttonous job-
gotting free-food greeding tomato eaters [. . .] The world creaks and you buck and whinney like a
gangrene mule to your graceless desires!" His behavior is so over-the-top that a PR executive
assumes he must be a paid actor, there to showcase the plight of the underprivileged. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 10:11 PM PST [Link]

Holy Moly
by Leah Hayes
Publisher: Fantagraphics Books

Review by Tom Good

Imagine finding a student composition book left behind in a library. Inside,
there are no class notes, but only page after page of wild drawings. A girl
declares her love for steak and eggs, but the steak rejects her, saying, "It's
really not a good time for me right now." On the same page, what appears
to be a narwhal bullies a snail. If I found something like this, I would want to

return it to its owner, but I also would not be able to resist reading the rest of it first.

Holy Moly resembles such a lost artifact, right down to the blue-lined paper on which it is drawn. It
even has a hand-drawn bar code on the front cover. I doubt this would actually scan, but it is an
amusing touch. The art is crudely drawn, as one might expect from doodles in a notebook; in fact,
according to the publisher the book was "written and illustrated almost entirely during class time
over several years." [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 06:22 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, February 19, 2005

IWGP -- Ikebukuro West Gate Park, Issue 2
Writer: Ira Ishida
Artist: Sena Aritou
Published by Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Chris Husmann

Issue Two starts off immediately after Issue One. Here's a short recap of
Issue 1: (mind you, I'm trying to keep the spoilers down to a minimum) near
the end of issue one Makoto learns that the "Stranger" wasn't the one who
murdered his saucy girlfriend Rika. Soon after he learns that bit of info
Hikaru is kidnapped by a returning face to IWGP: Yamai (He returns from

Issue 1. Though you don't see him much at all.)

Okay, back to Issue 2: Makoto shows up to where Yamai is hiding out with Hikaru and learns a lot
more than he bargained for; truths are told, hearts are broken and ways are parted, which leaves
our detective-like hero, Makoto, on a completely new adventure. Makoto's immature mother,
Izumi, decides to take off on a "business trip" way far south in the sunny and tropical regions of
Japan. [more]

Posted by Chris Husmann @ 07:08 PM PST [Link]

Friday, February 18, 2005

February 9, 2006: UPDATE ON THE NOVEL!
The Lonely Ring Finger (Pre-Order*)
Only the Ring Finger Knows Novel

http://www.marsimport.com/display_comic.php?ID=8491&affiliateID=20
http://liheliso.org/
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Author/Artist: Satoru Kannagi, Hotaru Odagiri
ISBN: 1569709041
246 pages
Dimensions: 4 1/8" x 6 3/4"
Release Date: Mar 15, 2006
SRP: $8.95
More info! or Leave a comment!

*Powells has the description wrong, but everything else is
right.

End of update.

From the Digital Managa Press release:

"Digital Manga Publishing announces 2 highly anticipated websites -- The re-
launch of the Digital Manga Publishing site at http://dmpbooks.com/ and the
launch of the long-anticipated 'Girl's Only Sanctuary' Yaoi-Manga.com site at
http://yaoi-manga.com The sites also feature acquisition announcements on
several upcoming DMP titles -- [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08:01 AM PST [Link]

Monday, February 14, 2005

IWGP - Ikebukuro West Gate Park, Issue 1
Writer: Ira Ishida
Artist: Sena Aritou
Published by Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Chris Husmann

Issue one starts off with Makoto Majima, a spunky, punk-like
Japanese teenager living in Ikebukuro, wandering the
streets with his buddy, "Masa." In search for a date for the
New Years Countdown he has a little run in with a girl,
Hikaru Shibusawa, who's being pursued by three typical

perverted thugs. Upon helping her make a quick getaway he's introduced to
one of Hikaru's friends: Rika Nakamura; whom he ends up dating.

After the New Years Countdown reports of a "Serial Strangler" (who drugs,
strangles and rapes teenage girls) begin to spread through Ikebukuro, marking
the beginning of Makoto's troubles. Soon after Makoto and Rika form a more
"intimate" relationship she becomes another victim to the "Strangler" and is
killed. Makoto, now pissed, summons the help of Ikebukuro's most notorious
street gang, who he has well ties with, the G Boys to initiate a full-out twenty-
four hour patrol around Ikebukuro to catch the "Strangler." [more]

Posted by Chris Husmann @ 09:48 PM PST [Link]

Rurouni Kenshin, No. 11
by Nobuhiro Watsuki
Published by VIZ
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Review by Tom Good

Martial arts stories often include the idea of secret, ultra-
powerful techniques that once learned, can make any fighter
nearly invincible. This is a bit of an odd idea. Muhammed Ali,
for example, did not win because he knew some mystical
secret punch that nobody else knew how to throw. He won
with the same basic techniques that other boxers used -- he
was just better at them. And in reality, a simple technique

you have spent many years practicing is probably more effective than a new,
exotic one you just learned yesterday. Still, secret techniques make for great
stories, and they provide a way to explore the master-student relationship.

At the end of Rurouni Kenshin, No. 10, Kenshin had asked to learn the final
secret move of Hiten Mitsurugi swordsmanship. His master, Hiko Seijuro,
refused because he thought Kenshin lacked proper character. Now, after
learning more about Kenshin from his friends, he is moved to reconsider, and
master and apprentice begin more training. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:05 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, February 13, 2005

Flame of Recca, No. 2, Secrets of the Hokage
DVD - 100 minutes
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

What goes through the minds of all the anonymous students
in an anime story, the ones who are not shamen or ninja, and
do not pilot mecha or channel dead Go masters or chum
around with alien companions? Do they even notice how
weird their school is? Or do they only read about it in the
newspaper? In a funny scene in Flame of Recca, No. 2, the

main characters are shocked to find a story in the local newspaper about the
devastation caused by Recca's last battle. This joke works on many levels,
and pokes fun at some of the "rules" of anime.

Other jokes in this story do not translate as well. For example, when Recca
and his friends find out that another character's name is "Ganko" they crack
up laughing. In the English version this seems very strange, as if they have
suddenly gotten the giggles over nothing. But it is actually a pun, something
along the lines of the English name "Ben Dover," because ganko also means
"stubbornness." [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 07:22 PM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, February 9, 2005

Hanging Out with the Dream King: Interviews with Neil Gaiman and His
Collaborators
By Joe McCabe
Publisher: Fantagraphics

Review by Chad Denton

Few writers in comics, which is still despite the progress it's made very
much an inclusive industry, have achieved as much a following as Neil
Gaiman. Grant Morrison and Alan Moore are not only genre trendsetters,
but celebrities in their own right, but they don't quite have the... groupies
that Neil Gaiman tends to inspire. So it seems natural there would be an
entire book about people talking about working and being friends with Neil.

How much of an audience it will find remains to be seen.

Joseph McCabe's Hanging Out With The Dream King is a collection of twenty-nine interviews,
three of which had been previously published, by Joseph McCabe with people who had
collaborated with Gaiman to some way or another. The included interviewees are collaborators,
artists, editors, and even letterers who worked with him on The Sandman and other projects,
including Vertigo pioneering editor Karen Berger, horror artist Kelley Jones, humor-fantasy writer
Terry Pratchett (who worked with Gaiman on the novel Good Omens), Alice Cooper, and popular
musician (and close friend of Gaiman) Tori Amos. It's an eclectic mix, and it's quite impressive
that McCabe was able to get an impressive interview out of even the letterer that worked on The
Sandman, Todd Klein. [more]

Posted by Chad Denton @ 09:55 PM PST [Link]
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Black Panther, No1
Reggie Hudlin-Writer
John Romita, Jr-Pencils
Klaus Janson-Inks.
From Marvel Comics

Review by Richard Mellott

With a release date of February 1, 2005, the Black Panther saga reemerges
from the basements of comic book headquarters. From the interview with
Hudlin by Dave Richards, a contributing editor at the zine Comic Book
Resources, we learn that the stunning Black Panther character has been at
the back of Hudlin's mind ever since he witnessed the original debut during

the Fantastic Four series. This character has fascinated him, as it is symbolic of a country in
Africa that is "technologically advanced" and has " ...never been conquered." He will be writing
another comic book for Marvel soon, taking over as the lead writer for the "Spider Man" series.
The guy has chops! [more]

Posted by Richard Mellott @ 09:26 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, February 8, 2005

Mermaid Saga, no. 4
by Rumiko Takahashi
Published by VIZ

Review by Tom Good

If you have read other Rumiko Takahashi manga like Ranma 1/2, Urusei
Yatsura, or Inuyasha, the drawing style of Mermaid Saga will be familiar. In
fact, one of the characters looks a little bit like Ranma. But the genre may
surprise you. Mermaid Saga is a horror manga, reminiscent of traditional
Japanese ghost stories.

The main characters, Yuta and Mana, are a couple who have become
immortal by eating the flesh of a mermaid. You might think this would create a thriving market for
mermaid jerky, but things are not that simple. Many other people who eat it are killed, disfigured,
or driven mad by the effects. So Yuta and Mana investigate all sorts of spooky situations, and try
to set things right.

In the first half of Mermaid Saga 4, the couple comes across an old, Western-style mansion
where an elderly woman is haunted by a mysterious doll and a strange visitor who keeps
returning from the dead. In the second half, they find a young boy whose mother has a dark
secret. Each of these sections works as a stand-alone piece, so though this is volume 4, it is fairly
easy to jump in at this point. Mermaid Saga reveals a darker side to Rumiko Takahashi. Sit by the
fireplace and read it late at night to get the full effect.

Posted by Tom Good @ 09:33 PM PST [Link]

Monday, February 7, 2005

Boys Over Flowers, Vol. 9
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by Yoko Kamio
Shueisha,
Toei Animation 1996
US and Canada distribution by VIZ

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Boys Over Flowers belongs to a genre of animation that does not exist in
the U.S. -- the teen romance. We have books, magazines, and television
series galore devoted to this topic but, thus far, no cartoons. The series is
not a particularly difficult to identify specimen of the genre, either. As the

title may lead you to expect, there are boys and flowers everywhere. Male characters out-
numbered female character two to one in the four episodes on this DVD. And they are pretty --
the boys, that is. (The flowers aren't bad either.) Despite the fact they're supposed to be high-
school boys, the male characters are very tall and square-shouldered. They have big, expressive,
black-lashed eyes. Each is given a distinctive and beautifully drawn hairstyle. Their costumes are
as carefully rendered as the females'. In fact, I think boys changed clothes more often than the
girls did in the segments I watched.

Not only are these young men very concerned with good grooming, they are also in touch with
their emotions in a way that seems absolutely alien to me as I sit writing this review on Super
Bowl Sunday, our annual celebration of all that is testosterone-laden. At one point in the story,
Tsukasa, the current love interest, tells Tsukushi, our heroine, that he's glad they are forced by
circumstances to spend some time alone together because he feels they need to "open up to
each other." She assumes he really means that he wants time to convince her to have sex with
him. But no. He really, really means that he wants the two of them to talk about their feelings for
each other and the problems each is having with his or her family. [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 07:38 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, February 6, 2005

Star Trek: To Reign in Hell -- the Exile of Khan Noonian Singh
by Greg Cox
Published by Pocket Books

Reviewed by Kathryn Ramage

To Reign in Hell begins with Kirk, Spock, and McCoy beaming down to Ceti
Alpha V. As they explore the site of Khan's abandoned colony, they
discover a series of caves beneath the desert surface. In these caves, they
find not only Marla McGivers' tomb, but another, unoccupied tomb intended
for Khan that contains McGivers' records of the first months of the colony,
and Khan's written journal.

What follows is an extended flashback -- the bulk of the story -- told from
Khan's and Marla's point of view, beginning when Kirk leaves them on the
planet immediately after the series' episode "The Space Seed," and ending
on the day when the hapless Chekov and Captain Terrell stumble upon the
colony in The Wrath of Khan. Between these two points lies an engaging
story. [more]
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Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 09:40 PM PST [Link]

Mr. Darcy Takes a Wife: Pride and Prejudice Continues
By Linda Berdoll

476 pages 
Published by Landmark 
ISBN: 1402202733
476 Pages, $16.95

Reviewed by Lene Taylor

Dear Readers, this is a bad book. I hate to start off a review so bluntly, but we should have no
secrets from each other, you and I. I've seen this book referred to many times as a sequel, which
it is certainly not, if you accept the definition of "sequel" as "A literary, dramatic, or cinematic work
whose narrative continues that of a preexisting work." The narrative of Mr. Darcy does many
things, but it does not continue the narrative of the classic novel by Jane Austen. [more]

Posted by Lene Taylor @ 12:43 AM PST [Link]
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Saturday, February 5, 2005

Fiddler on the Roof
Minskoff Theatre

200 West 45th Street
New York, NY
Opening 26 Feb 2004
Closing Open-Ended

Reviewed by Janine Fennick

My parents actually saw the original production of this play twice although never with Zero Mostel,
sadly. The first time he was out sick and was understudied by Harry Goz (yes, all you Sealab
2021 fans, THAT Harry Goz). The second time, he'd left and Harry Goz had actually taken over
the role as his own. I've only seen amateur productions of it. And we had much better seats that I
thought we would get. Anyway: the show was very good. Harvey Fierstein was an amazing Tevye
and I liked Andrea Martin as Golde too. The guy playing Motel (John Cariani) was a little over the
top, the guy playing Perchik (Robert Petkoff) was both adorable (in an odd Danny Masterson sort
of way) and had a GORGEOUS tenor -- probably the best voice in the show and all of the girls
playing the daughters were really good. [more]

Posted by Janine Fennick @ 10:37 PM PST [Link]

Friday, February 4, 2005

The Martian War
by Gabriel Mesta
Publisher Pocket Books
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Release date: May 2005

Review by Chad Denton

Full disclosure: I'm actually not too knowledgeable on the works of H.G.
Wells, beyond what everyone else tends to know: the Morlocks, Martian
invaders dying from the common cold, and the man that went around the
world in 80 days (oops, wrong science-fiction pioneer...). And unfortunately I
know even less about the man's biography. Gabriel Mesta's "The Martian
War" is, above all, a homage to not only Wells and his body of works, but to

the man itself, so it reads like an odd but easy mix of fiction and biography. Here we find a young
H.G. Wells, whose career is just beginning, is drawn into a secret British agency experimenting
with 'high-concept' science, such as anti-gravity alloys and an invisibility formula. After it's
revealed that a newly discovered alien civilization on Mars is planning an invasion of Earth in
order to take a fresh stock of slaves to work on maintaining Mars' dying ecosystem, Wells, his
fiancé Jane, and his old teacher Professor Huxley are accidentally sent to the Moon and later to
Mars, where they find themselves given the impossible task of thwarting an entire civilization.

The basic concept is like Alan Moore's "League of Extraordinary Gentlemen," except real-life
figures as well as fictional characters are thrown in the mix. Further the setting is in our world and
the narrative posits that Wells received his inspiration from the eccentric characters he meets and
bizarre adventures he has, so we have Wells meet a Dr. Griffen, find a society where the high
caste has become utterly dependent on a mass slave class, running into a real-life Dr. Moreau,
and so on. The book's actions are split between the adventures of our Victorian trio and between
a diary describing an early encounter between Dr. Moreau and Percival Lowell (a late nineteenth
century astronomer who promoted the theory that there were artificial canals visible on Mars) and
a Martian scout, whom the two hubristic scientists mistake for an ambassador. [more]

Posted by Chad Denton @ 08:07 AM PST [Link]

Thursday, February 3, 2005

Rurouni Kenshin, vol. 10
by Nobuhiro Watsuki
Publisher: VIZ

The title of this manga means "Wandering Kenshin," and "Kenshin" is the
main character's name. In Japanese his name is written with the character
ken meaning "sword" and the character shin meaning "heart/mind/will." So
the title also alludes to the idea of a wandering swordsman. And when
written with a different set of characters, the word "kenshin" can also mean
"devotion."

Though Kenshin is not technically a samurai, the plot resembles that of a
typical samurai story, except that it is set in the Meiji period, a time when

Japan was becoming Westernized and the era of the samurai was ending. The story is fictional,
but the surrounding events are based on real Japanese history. If this sounds a lot like Vagabond,
it is actually quite different. Where Vagabond is dark, gritty, and realistic, Rurouni Kenshin has a
more playful feel, with a romantic sub-plot, some fantasy elements, and many humorous
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interludes. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:39 PM PST [Link]

Monday, January 31, 2005

Hana Yori Dango - Boys over Flowers
Story and Art by: Yoko Kamio
Published by: VIZ

Review by Kathy LaFollett

The title alone carries a story for the Shojo fan.

Some say Yoko Kamio created a pun from the Japanese proverb "Sweets
over Flowers", which suggests choosing the practical (food) over the
ethereal (flowers). Changing the kanji of "dango" changed the pronunciation
to read boys instead of sweets.

An alternative interpretation in Japan suggests that Hana Yori Dango is used as a joke in
reference to the Hana-mi festival in Japan celebrating the annual arrival of cherry-blossoms.
During the festival, people gather outside, and picnic under full, blossoming, sakura trees not
bothering to pay attention to the flowers themselves. Leaving the proverb that people pay more
attention to everyday things (the "dango") rather than cherish the beauty of the cherry-blossoms
(the "hana"). [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 07:35 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, January 30, 2005

Shaman King 5
by Hiroyuki Takei
Published by VIZ

Yoh Asakura, a young Japanese shaman, has entered the "Shaman Fight,"
a tournament to decide who will be the next Shaman King. The tournament
showcases shamans from many different cultures. First Yoh matches up
against the Ainu shaman Horohoro, who uses snow and ice magic and even
rides a snowboard while fighting. Then Yoh must battle Faust VIII, a
necromancer descended from the original Dr. Faust.

Silva, one of the tournament supervisors, thinks Yoh should forfeit this
match rather than risk his life against Faust, who has already killed another

shaman during a match. But Anna, Yoh's tough young fiancee, will not hear of it. In a very
entertaining sequence, she refers to Faust as a "corpse jockey" and insists that Yoh must fight
him. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 07:36 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, January 29, 2005

Inuyasha
Curse of the Generations, vol. 26
Brothers in Arms, Vol. 26
Based on the comic by Rumiko Takahashi
Produced by Yomuri TV/VIZ.

Review by Kelly Taylor

Imagine that you are a television producer in a hypothetical foreign country.
You are in charge of finding programs for young adults. You buy a bundle of
American television series that feature teenaged characters. In the box next

to "Totally Raven" and Phil of the Future you find Buffy the Vampire Slayer. When you screen the
series, you are surprised by the presence of parody, satire, and self-referential jokes in what you
assumed was a series aimed at 8-14 year olds. You are horrified by the amount graphic violence
and are completely bumfuzzled by the irreverent sexual humor. What do you do? Do you dive in
with the scissors and edit like a mad dog? Do you bowdlerize scenes that seem odd or
inappropriate? Do you simply let puzzling or troubling lines go untranslated? Do you slap a
parental guidance sticker on it and let the chips fall where they may? Do you work for years
producing a lovingly accurate translation with footnotes? [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 09:14 PM PST [Link]

Monday, January 24, 2005

Wild Com.
By Yumi Tamura

http://www.emerchandise.com/browse/INUYASHA/a:V1115
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.emerchandise.com/browse/INUYASHA/a:V1115
http://www.emerchandise.com/browse/INUYASHA/a:V1115
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rumiko_Takahashi
http://www.emerchandise.com/a:V1115
http://www.tvtome.com/tvtome/servlet/ShowMainServlet/showid-14838/Phil_of_the_Future/
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0743419340
http://www.comm.unt.edu/faculty/taylor_bio.htm
http://www.emerchandise.com/product/GNVVV0040/s.29ikw9fb/a:V1115


J LHLS Archives: January 2005

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-01232005-01292005.htm[4/27/2019 2:39:45 PM]

Published by: VIZ
Visit: http://www.viz.com

Yumi Tamura presents Shojo offering an insightful and heartfelt viewpoint
on the ethereal side of life's possibilities and probabilities.

Yumi proves through wild com. that her awards, 1983 Shogakukan Grand
Prize for new artist and 1993 Shogakukan Manga Award for Best Female-
Oriented Managa, announced her place in Manga heritage.

Wild Com. contains three short graphic stories. "Psychic Squad Wild Com"
tells of a heroine struggling with the denial of her psychic abilities, powers that could spell life or
death for those around her. She is faced not only with the challenge to accept and embrace the
idea of being different, but what to do with the powers that make her different: good or evil, waste
or profit, hide or step out for the betterment of man. Our young heroine has serious decisions at a
young age. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 07:53 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, January 23, 2005

Flight, Volume One
Edited by Kazu Kibuishi
Publisher: Image Comics

Review by Tom Good

"I believed, deep in my heart of hearts, that one day I'd find a genie lamp in
a desert - and wish to fly, first thing." (from I Wish by Vera Brosgol)

Have you ever noticed how few out-of-body experiences seem to involve
burrowing into the earth? On the other hand, dreams about flying feel
inspirational and uplifting. Notice that word: uplifting. Our language encodes
our desire for flight into that word, as well as in expressions like "flying

high," "walking on air," "on cloud nine," and many others. Why is "earthbound" a disparaging
term? What is it about flight that we find so inspiring?

Flight, Vol. 1, a collection of comics by twenty different artists, explores the literal and
metaphorical aspects of flight. Flying squirrels take to the sky here, but so do whales, pigs, and
penguins. Zeppelins, biplanes, circus performers, and winged girls also appear in these twenty-
four stories. There are even a few actual birds. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 02:25 PM PST [Link]

[Archive Index] [Main Index]

http://www.emerchandise.com/product/GNVVV0040/s.29ikw9fb/a:V1115
http://www.marsimport.com/display_comic.php?ID=7635&affiliateID=20
http://viz.com/
http://www.emerchandise.com/product/GNVVV0040/s.29ikw9fb/a:V1115
http://www.visionized.com/
http://www.marsimport.com/display_comic.php?ID=7635&affiliateID=20
http://boltcity.com/
http://imagecomics.com/
http://art.lunistice.com/
http://encarta.msn.com/dictionary_1861607233/earthbound.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aviation_history
http://www.marsimport.com/display_comic.php?ID=7635&affiliateID=20
http://ironmonkey.blogspot.com/
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/


J LHLS Archives: January 2005

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-01232005-01292005.htm[4/27/2019 2:39:45 PM]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals anywhere. (PromoCode
HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam, comments are

http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


J LHLS Archives: January 2005

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-01232005-01292005.htm[4/27/2019 2:39:45 PM]

closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with your comment and we'll add it.



J LHLS Archives: January 2005

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-01162005-01222005.htm[4/27/2019 2:39:48 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron
J LHLS Archives: January 2005

Saturday, January 22, 2005

Star Trek - New Frontier: Stone and Anvil
By: Peter David
Published by: Pocket Books
Visit: http://www.simonsays.com/st
available as a downloadable eBook

StarFleet meets the Island of Dr. Moreau, only better.

Review by Kathy LaFollett

A crewman is murdered aboard the USS Trident, all evidence including
DNA from the victims points to Ensign Jano of the USS Excalibur. Enter
Mackenzie Calhoun. Calhoun serves up serious character development and

charm. The reader will find themselves drawn into his life, and past. Calhoun, being a friend of
Janos for years, cannot believe his trusted friend could be the killer and immediately launches an
investigation into the crime.

The murder soon escalates into a full-fledged diplomatic crisis that threatens to pit Calhoun and
Captain Elizabeth Shelby against the United Federations of Planets as well as Captain Jean Luc
Picard of the Enterprise. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 07:20 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, January 18, 2005

Wildfire - Book Number Six in the Star Trek SCE Series
By Keith R. A. DeCandido, David Mack, and J. Steven York and Christina F.
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York
Published by Pocket Books, November 2004

Review by John D. Groper

My editor asked me, rhetorically I think, why it took so many people to write
one book of fewer than 400 pages. The simple answer is that the book is a
collection of three short stories by different authors. The stories were
originally published in e-book format during 2002 and 2003. The SCE series
relates adventures of the Starfleet Corps of Engineers, a division of
Starfleet, the exploratory arm of The United Federation or Planets (The
Federation,) for whom the legendary Captain James T. Kirk, Commander

Spock and their compatriots of the starship Enterprise served, and whose exploits have been so
voluminously recorded. And I do mean voluminously. Have you visited a major chain bookstore
recently and seen the number of titles in the Star Trek pantheon? As a point of interest, I
searched amazon.com's listings and found more than 900 titles. Quite a collection! Not content to
restrict themselves to novelizations based on the characters in the ongoing series of Star Trek
television shows, the franchise holders have expanded their cast in much the same manner as
George Lucas' Star Wars has also done. You will find many of them reviewed here on the
website of the J LHLS.

I am old enough to remember watching the original Star Trek in its first run on NBC, and
occasionally still watch the latest incarnation: Enterprise, but I have only read one previous
volume in the ever-expanding print series. It was recommended to me by my daughter, and was
far better. I expected to enjoy this volume more than I did. The series is about a starship with a
crew composed primarily of engineers who travel the galaxy solving problems that "normal"
Starfleet ships would find impossible. As an engineer myself, I would probably have titled the
series "Star Tech" for all its focus on technology. Technology is, of course, nothing new to the
Star Trek series. Many of the "tech toys" from the television series, including replicators and
transporters, are now well known - even to many in the general public who don't follow the series,
either on television or in print. [more]

Posted by John D Groper @ 09:43 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, January 16, 2005

Krazy and Ignatz 1933-1934: Necromancy by the Blue Bean Bush
By George Herriman
Edited by Bill Blackbeard and Derya Ataker
Designed by Chris Ware
Published by Fantagraphics Books, 2005

Review by Kelly Taylor

George Herriman's "Krazy Kat" is one of those works of artistry that is
simultaneously very simple and very difficult to explain. Let's start with
simple. "Krazy Kat" was a comic strip about the misadventures of a crazy

cat that ran in newspapers from 1916 to 1944. Okay, here's the hard part. How do I start with this
basic description and lead you to visualize "lyrical surrealist classic" instead of "Garfield"?
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For almost a century now, literary notables such as e.e. cummings and Umberto Eco have been
writing about this simple, crudely drawn comic strip. "Krazy Kat" was said to be Woodrow Wilson's
favorite comic strip (Wilson, in case you've forgotten, was an American president who was
famous for being smart -- if you can imagine that...). The strip was also beloved by William
Randolph Hearst -- which was important not because Mr. Hearst was noted for his literary tastes,
but because he published newspapers. He continued to run "Krazy Kat" despite the fact that
people were so agitated by the strip that they wrote in to complain about it. Therefore many
chains refused to run it (I have to say, this degree of animosity towards a lowly comic strip is a
mystery to me. From 1982-1986 I did keep a running total of how many consecutive days I could
read "Family Circus" and never be tempted to laugh or smile. I just chalked it up to personal
cynicism and never wrote in to complain, though). [more]

Posted by Kelly S Taylor @ 06:21 PM PST [Link]

Startrek New Frontier: After the Fall
by Peter David
Publisher: Pocket Books

Review by Richard Mellott

I would recommend this book for those who are interested in how this
author is fleshing out his sector of the universe, which isn't quite under the
protection of the Federation. The 15th book in a series, After the Fall by
Peter David, takes place in the remnants of the Thallonian Empire, now
called the Thallonian Protectorate, a loose confederation that Si Cwan, the
offspring of the previous Imperial family, is trying to strengthen. The various
characters whose life stories we are following include: Starfleet Captain

Mackenzie Calhoun; his thought-to-be-dead son, Xyon; Moke, an adopted Calhoun son,
disturbed by the reappearance of his older bro; Soleta, a half-breed Vulcan-Romulan, suffering
the dilemma of being unacceptable to both sides; Kalinda, the kidnapped sister of Si Cwan, the
love interest of the major plot.

I'm so old I have trouble remembering names and dates, so don't ask me in which month or year I
saw my first Star Trek serial show. I'm a science fiction fan turned book reviewer in my decline.
Go Figure! The Star Trek New Frontier series, to which I have been newly introduced, seems
geared to the sparse teenager sci-fi crowd, or the average Trekkie. This novel reminded me of
how eagerly I used to tune in to the original Star Trek episodes on the little screen, back in the
day. [more]

Posted by Richard Mellott @ 05:42 PM PST [Link]
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Thursday, January 13, 2005

Alien Loves Predator
by Bernie Hou

Well, I like this strip (it's collage, right, art mavens? [EDIT February 2, 2005:
The correct term is Fumetti. Thanks go to Stephen Gerding and his aLp
review at 4-Color Comics. Every day I must learn something new.), I think
aLp is funny and well done, but I wasn't sure what else to think. So I
assembled a panel of webcomics non-experts to give me their non-expert
opinions. Many thanks to all who participated. Here's what I got:

"I LOVE AlP. These are the only two guys (or, "guys") who can survive in
New York City and make it look hella funny, too. How does the strip's
creator manage to make the backgrounds look so good? I'm in awe of his

Photoshopping (or whatever he uses) skills.

"Sometimes I think that this isn't a webcomic at all, but a reality show."
Laurel Sutton (Catchword)

"They grow on you. I didn't like it the first time, so I didn't answer, but I gave it a second look and
liked it much better. I liked the graphics from the first, but the concept took awhile. I'm not a comix
guy.

"So I guess I'd say, if you're gonna publish, beat your brains out to introduce the main concepts in
a really catchy way with your best stuff. Once people get hooked then you could branch out. A
truism, I know."
John Emerson (Idiocentrism) [more]
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Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 07:59 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, January 11, 2005

Turn The Other Chick
By Esther Friesner
Published By Baen Books 2004

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Once more into the breeches, dear friends! Those of you who love sword
and sorcery tales about brave, beautiful swordswomen, cunning wizards,
evil villains and vile monsters, prepare to have your funny bones tickled as
Ms. Friesner turns the fantasy franchise upside down in her fifth anthology
of stories about warrior women.

Obviously a lover of fictional female heroes from Buffy to Xena, Ms. Friesner
brings us 22 fractured fairy tales from various authors, even sneaking in one of her own stories, in
her never-ending quest to remind us radical Feminists from the 70's, as well as our proto-
Feminist younger sisters, not to take ourselves too seriously. Her introduction reminds us of the
advances we've made since the Women's Liberation Movement opened so many doors for us,
back in the days when, all too often, we were told that "You can't do that 'cause you're a girl!" To
which the only appropriate reply, according to Ms. Friesner, is a resounding "Sez you!"
Nowadays, the old radical feminists among us also put in their sixty-nine cents by saying "You
can't do that 'cause you're a Feminist!" Apparently our red-stocking sisters fear it would endanger
our hard-won independence if we admitted that we wanted power, whether it's the ability to swing
a sword or use magic, not just for its own sake but to make us beautiful as well as strong, to get
us a man, and to give us the option to decide whether we really want to devote ourselves to a
career or take time off to bear and nurture children. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 10:15 PM PST [Link]

Star Trek
A Time for War, A Time for Peace -- Book 9
By: Keith R.A. DeCandido
Published by: Pocket Books (a Division of Simon and Schuster, Inc.)
Visit: http://www.simonsays.com/st
available as a downloadable eBook!

Review by Kathy LaFollett

...and they lived happily ever after.

Okay, that's a bit slim on the story line to be sure. But, book 9 dishes closure
from the very first page. It's a bit rough writing a full storyline explicit review
without being a spoiler. And some of these endings are too good to spoil.

Book 9 offers up an insightful and explicit ending to all the character lives as well as the
Federation history. Standing applause to the authors for tackling such a monolith property as Star
Trek. We are given a rich and pleasing view into the cause and effect of life on a Starship,
political goings-on inside the Federation and galactic size viewpoints. Truly, as a whole the series
is an astounding compliment to the very core of Star Trek. [more]

http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0743488571
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0-7434-9179-3
http://gingermayerson.com/
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0743488571
http://www.baen.com/chapters/W200411/0743488571.htm?blurb
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0-7434-9179-3
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0-7434-9179-3
http://www.sff.net/people/krad/
http://www.simonsays.com/content/content.cfm?sid=44&pid=500310&agid=13


J LHLS Archives: January 2005

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-01092005-01152005.htm[4/27/2019 2:39:52 PM]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 09:55 PM PST [Link]

[Archive Index] [Main Index]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals anywhere. (PromoCode
HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

http://www.visionized.com/
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


J LHLS Archives: January 2005

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-01092005-01152005.htm[4/27/2019 2:39:52 PM]

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam, comments are
closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


J LHLS Archives: January 2005

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-01022005-01082005.htm[4/27/2019 2:39:55 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron
J LHLS Archives: January 2005

Tuesday, January 4, 2005

WILL EISNER, "THE FATHER OF GRAPHIC NOVELS" AND NAMESAKE OF THE EISNER
AWARDS, IS DEAD AT 87

Will Eisner, the great American master of comic art for whom the comic industry's Eisner Awards
are named, died late Monday night, January 3, 2005, in Ft. Lauderdale, FL. He was 87. The
cause of death was complications from quadruple heart bypass surgery. [more]

Posted by Editor @ 01:56 PM PST [Link]

Monday, January 3, 2005

Phoenix Vol. 2 Future
by Osamu Tezuka
Published by VIZ

Review by Tom Good

My last review was of an issue of Vagabond where most of the action took
place during a single swordfight. In complete contrast to that, Phoenix
Future spans many billions of years. Species and civilizations rise and fall
over the course of the story, but throughout it all a mystical bird called the
Phoenix appears as a guide for other beings.

The story begins, naturally, in a future world. Humanity lives underground and a few giant
computers govern society. Class II Space Patrolman Yamanobe Masato finds himself in trouble
because he is in love with a "Moopie" named Tamami. Moopies are alien creatures who can
assume different shapes, and this one has the form of a lovely human girl. But Moopies are
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considered dangerous because they can stimulate human minds and cause them to enter a
dreamlike state full of pleasant illusions. The government has banned moopies and ordered all of
them killed, so before long, Masato and Tamami are on the run. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 09:07 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, January 2, 2005

Subway Series
By Leela Corman
Published by Alternative Comics
144 pages, $9.95
ISBN: 1891867148

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Just after I finished reading and enjoying this book, and while in the middle
of a marathon telephone session with Dell, I knocked my coffee off my night
table and spilled it all over the back cover. This isn't relevant to the review,
but I thought I would mention it, as it's all I can think about when I look at

the damn thing now. [more]

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 09:42 PM PST [Link]

The Incredibles
Written and directed by Brad Bird
Released by Pixar

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Because I have a small child, I see a lot of animation, on TV and in the
movies. But maybe that's just my rationalization; I grew up watching

Warner Brothers cartoons religiously and as an adult (or maybe "adult") I went to the movies to
see "Heavy Metal" and Spike and Mike festivals, etc. Having a kid just means I get to watch the
same things 80 times instead of 8. For this reason alone I worship the House of Pixar, because I
can still sit through "Toy Story" for the 81st time and enjoy it. The same cannot be said of, say,
Disney's "The Fox and the Hound". [more]

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 12:04 AM PST [Link]
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Saturday, January 1, 2005

Star Trek: Stargazer: Maker
by Michael Jan Friedman
Publisher: Pocket Books

Review by Kathryn Ramage

Maker is the latest book in the Stargazer series by Michael Jan Friedman,
which recounts the adventures of a younger Captain Jean-Luc Picard in
command of his first starship. In particular, this book refers to events in one
earlier novel -- The Valiant -- which I haven't read, but from the backstory
given here and characters' conversations, I gather that:

A.) People from beyond the barrier at the rim of the galaxy, descendants of
the crew of another starship who were transformed into super-powerful

psychic, silver-eyed beings (a la Gary Mitchell in the Original Series episode Where No Man Has
Gone Before) fought a war with another race called the Nuyyad from outside the galaxy and
enlisted Picard's help.

B.) Picard got laid. One might be inclined to say "great for him!", except that the woman he was
involved with lied and betrayed him in the earlier book, so that the good captain has some
difficulty trusting her when she shows up again and asks for his assistance in this novel. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 05:48 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, December 28, 2004

Star Trek: A Time to Heal - Book 8
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By: David Mack
Published by: Pocket Books
Visit: http://www.simonsays.com/st
Available as a downloadable eBook

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Book 8 by David Mack offers the political mystery of a Tom Clancy work that
sets this particular edition apart from the first 7 books. It also comes
painfully close to today's headlines in a blatant (to me) yet whispered nod
and wink.

The reader enters again the violent story of Tezwa and it's hidden secrets
left over from the Dominion War. A new government has been put in place on the planet and all
seems ready to proceed to peace.

If it weren't for those pesky WMD that the Federation had installed. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 12:28 PM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, December 22, 2004

An Ordinary Person's Guide to Empire
By Arundhati Roy
Published by South End Press

Review by Carol Colin

I had never heard of Arundhati Roy before she was interviewed for the L.A.
Weekly, February 21-27, 2003, just weeks prior to the U.S. invasion of Iraq.
In that article, "Happiness Is A Weapon", Roy spoke about the role of the
artist as activist, about being torn between retreating to write her next novel
or being out in the streets protesting injustice in her native India. She
proposed an appealingly idealistic response to tyranny, a vision of everyone
doing what they do best, refusing to fear, refusing to go along with the

corporate plan, a vision of the world somehow responding in kind with the peace reasonable
people seek.

An Ordinary Person's Guide to Empire, Roy's third collection of essays, restates this call for
peace and justice and goes further, building an eloquent case for practical idealism in a world
gone mad. Her written voice has the urgency and informality of the impassioned conversations
many of us have been having with friends and neighbors for the past several years. But while our
conversations often bog down in despair these days, Roy's message is direct, uncompromising
and inspiring. Her perspective is unfamiliar to most of us, and her litany of the daily terrors
rampant now in India, a so-called democracy and one of our "natural allies", drives home a loud,
clear warning of where the U.S. could be headed. [more]

Posted by Carol Colin @ 05:16 PM PST [Link]

http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0-89608-727-1
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0-89608-727-1
http://www.southendpress.org/books/OPGE.shtml
http://www.laweekly.com/ink/printme.php?eid=42049
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0-89608-727-1
http://www.orangessardines.com/Carol_Colin.html


J LHLS Archives: December 2004

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-12192004-12252004.htm[4/27/2019 2:40:01 PM]

[Archive Index] [Main Index]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals anywhere. (PromoCode
HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


J LHLS Archives: December 2004

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-12192004-12252004.htm[4/27/2019 2:40:01 PM]

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam, comments are
closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


J LHLS Archives: December 2004

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-12122004-12182004.htm[4/27/2019 2:40:04 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

J LHLS Archives: December 2004

Friday, December 17, 2004

Vagabond, No. 17
By Takehiko Inoue
Publisher: VIZ

Review by Tom Good

Vagabond, based on the book Musashi by Eiji Yoshikawa, tells the story of
Miyamoto Musashi, one of the most famous swordsmen in Japanese
history. But this episode concerns the deaf but highly talented swordsman
Sasaki Kojiro, who will one day fight a duel against Musashi. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 10:18 AM PST [Link]

MAD Magazine - 20 Dumbest of 2004
No. 449 January 2005
Published by: EC Publications
www.madmag.com

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Back in the 70s I was addicted to Mad Magazine. So much so that at the age of 13 I sent in a
portfolio of work hoping to garner employment as a cartoonist/humorist. But Alas, my character
"Mr. Tic" didn't make the grade. I received a rejection letter with a personal note from Alfred E.
Newman though. Which I slept with for months. I knew Alfred didn't REALLY exist, and that some
editor was kind enough to take the time to let me know my talent was young and rough, but could
go somewhere if I chose to take it forward. I still have that letter. I also still have an addiction to
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the pointed irreverence only dished out by the mind boggling talent found in Mad Magazine.
[more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 09:24 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, December 14, 2004

Sensual Phrase #5
by Mayu Shinjo
Publisher: Viz

Review by Tom Good

Aine, a high school girl, is in love with her pop star schoolmate Sakuya, who
is in a band called "Lucifer." But Tomoyuki, another pop star from the group
"Jesus" also has designs on Aine, and he is not above using a little
hypnosis to get his way.

In this story, every character's hair flows and drapes so beautifully that at
times it seems like a shampoo commercial that forgot to mention the

product, and instead evolved a complex plot. This plot is pretty standard fare for a romance
manga, and the characters are likewise drawn with an elegant and attractive style. Translator Joe
Yamazaki succeeded in turning the dialogue into contemporary, idiomatic English that never feels
forced, even when characters use expressions like "whassup" or "no worries." [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 03:11 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, December 12, 2004

Beet The Vandel Buster, Vol. 2
Story by Riku Sanjo
Art by Koji Inada
Published by VIZ

Review by Tom Good

Beet The Vandel Buster takes place in a world where evil magical creatures
called Vandels have taken over. The activities of the Vandels resemble a
typical fantasy Role-Playing Game in reverse: the Vandels get "points" and
a type of money called Sorcery Bills in return for attacking humans and
disrupting their society. Vandels can use these Sorcery Bills to purchase
new monsters, such as giant beetles or living torches called "Criminal

Torch." One of the Vandel leaders of is a giant humanoid rabbit named Shagie, who is the Chief
of the Dark House of Sorcery. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 03:13 PM PST [Link]
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Monday, December 6, 2004

From Sawdust To Stardust
The Biography of DeForest Kelley, Star Trek's Dr. McCoy

By Terry Lee Rioux
Published by Pocket Books (Advance copy released 2004, 
Final Version to be released 2005).

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Of all the beloved characters in the Star Trek pantheon I could have written about, I had to end up
with Doctor Leonard "Bones" McCoy. Not that I'm complaining (If I were, I'd be writing, "Damn it,
Jim, I'm a Star Trek fan, not a professional book reviewer!"); the late Jackson DeForest Kelley (he
never used his first name) was a Southern gentleman of the old school, the kindly father figure of
the powerful command team known as Kirk, Spock and McCoy. His persona of the good old
country doctor was a reassuring presence to many who viewed Gene Roddenberry's vision of the
future. Risky as it is to quote from a work in progress, I can't resist quoting Ms. Rioux from
Chapter XX, in which she defines both Gene's vision and Kelley's: "Gene lived and fought so that
when the future arrives, there will be humans in it. DeForest lived and endured so that when the
future arrives, it will be humane." [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 01:28 PM PST [Link]

From Far Away Vol. 1
Story and Art by Kyoko Hikawa
First published in Japan by Hakusensha, Inc. 1992
Adapted and translated edition published by VIZ, 2004
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Revolutionary Girl Utena: The Adolescence of Utena
Story and Art by Chiho Saito
First published in Japan by Shongakukan, Inc. 1996
Adapted and translated edition published by VIZ, 2004

Princess Mermaid
Story and Art by Junko Mizuno
First published in Japan by Bunkasha, 2003
Adapted and translated edition published by VIZ, 2004

Review by Kelly Taylor

What do comic books do? I mean other than produce that enchanting odor of molding paper that
permeates so many of our closets, attics, and basements? Do they express forbidden hopes?
Fears? Dreams? Aggressions? Desires? Reading Japanese comics (called manga) always
makes me wonder about the true functionality of American comics. In Japanese hands, what is
familiar about the genre becomes defamilarized. What is natural and normal becomes exotic and
dreamlike. Transplanted from their cultural context into ours, Japanese comics make a reader like
me aware of the subtle nuances of the process of consuming this category of entertainment
artifacts and our collective motivations for producing and collecting picture books for grown-ups.
[more]

Posted by Kelly Taylor @ 11:09 AM PST [Link]
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Thursday, December 2, 2004

Star Trek Voyager - Spirit Walk
Book One- Old Wounds

Written by: Christie Golden
Published by: Pocket Books
www.simonsays.com/st

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Captain Chakotay rejoins his ship Starship Voyager as Commanding Officer. Starfleet Command
is skeptical towards his abilities and cynically wait for the new Commanding Officer to go back to
his Maquis Ways.

Voyager's first mission with Captain Chakotay as Commander is the transport and repopulation of
the Planet Loran II with the remaining displaced colonists. The crew expects a simple mission
flight to Loran II, planetary inspection, offloading of colonist's and their belongings with a last
check before departure home. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 10:27 PM PST [Link]

Monday, November 29, 2004

Less Than Heroes
by David Yurkovich
Publisher: Top Shelf Productions

Review by Kathryn Ramage
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Superheroes just aren't what they used to be. Faster than a speed bullet?
Able to leap tall buildings in a single bound? Uh-uh. Self-obsessed and full
of post-modern ironic detachment? Yep. At least, that's the kind of heroes
we get in David Yurkovich's comic-book universe.

The situation in Less Than Heroes is explained in an introductory section,
complete with slide show and Starbucks rant: in this universe, superheroes

are unionized, and most major cities contract with specific superheroes for protection against
supervillains and their evil plans. Philadelphia, however, where this story is set, has hired a
quartet of non-union heroes -- namely, our heroes, who collectively call themselves Threshold.
Since Philly sees very little in the way of supervillainry, the members of Threshold tend to spend
more time hanging out around their headquarters and eating cookies (Hydrox cookies are a
featured favorite) than acting in the city's defense. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 07:14 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, November 27, 2004

Owly
by Andy Runton
Publisher: Top Shelf Comics

Review by Kathryn Ramage

This is adorable -- one of the sweetest children's stories I've
seen in a long time.

Owly is a graphic novel about a lonely little owl who finds a friend. The first
panels capture both Owly's loneliness and kindness beautifully, without one
word: birds at a feeder fly away in alarm as someone approaches, but it's
only Owly, come to replenish the birdseed for them. Owly finds two fireflies

trapped in a glass jar; he releases them, only to have them also fly away in fear. Then it starts to
rain. Five pages in, the full-page image of this little owl standing alone in the middle of the woods
in a rainstorm is just heartbreakingly poignant. When Owly hears someone shouting for help, he
finds and rescues a worm drowning a mud puddle, and takes it home. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 12:59 PM PST [Link]

Monday, November 22, 2004

Resident Evil: Genesis
By Keith R Decandido

Publisher: Pocket Books

Review by William Wentworth-Sheilds
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Resident Evil: Genesis is the novelization of the first Resident Evil movie. When the movie first
came out, it was (rightly) dismissed as a dim, thin, loud, bad action movie with zombies. No doubt
the pitch went something like: “Imagine Aliens, with none of the tension, grace, charisma, and
humor ... but with zombies!” RE: Genesis actually adds a little depth to the movie, especially in
the first half. But it isn't enough. Not nearly enough.

The Resident Evil franchise (called Biohazard in Japan) is a very typically Japanese effort at
cultural and technological blending. It was paired with the first (successful) home videogame
console (pay no mind to the CDi's and SegaCD's gathering dust, and bankruptcy notices, in the
corner) to use optical media as the medium for its games, giving game developers for home
consoles their first real opportunity to create games with the kind of graphic detail, and length as
those made for desktop personal computers. PC game developers had access to hard drives and
CD-ROMS, allowing for lush, polished games like Myst, and Seventh Guest. They may or may
not have been particularly good games, but there was no denying they looked darn nice, and sold
millions upon millions of copies. [more]

Posted by William Wentworth Sheilds @ 01:41 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, November 21, 2004

Worst (No. 1)
by Hiroshi Takahashi
Publisher: Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

Suzuran Boys' High School is the worst school in the city, and is famous for
being full of thugs and troublemakers. Into this mix comes Hana
Tsukishima, an unsophisticated country boy who has never seen a cell
phone except on TV. He finds himself living in a boarding house with some
tough classmates, and trying to get his bearings at Suzuran, a school which
features an annual Freshman fighting contest. And far from being a secret,

underground event, this competition is actually announced over the school's official PA system.
[more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:49 PM PST [Link]

Dolls
by Yumiko Kawahara

Publisher: VIZ

Reviewed by Kathryn Ramage

The 'dolls' in this graphic collection of thematically related short stories are living dolls; according
to the dialog in the stories, they are some kind of plant that grows to look exactly like a lovely,
golden-haired Victorian-style little girl doll. They live on milk and sugar cookies -- and mustn't
ever be fed anything else! -- and will only consent to be purchased by someone they have taken
a liking to. But who knows what thoughts go on behind those little rosebud smiles and placidly
gazing eyes? The dolls are all sold from one shop in an unnamed city by an androgynous
shopkeeper with an oddly low-key sales pitch (but a very effective one, considering the number of
initially reluctant customers who are persuaded to buy one of these incredibly expensive, high-
maintenance toys). [more]
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Saturday, November 20, 2004

Flame of Recca, Vol. 1: A Ninja's Test (Episodes 1-4)
Publisher: VIZ
Format: DVD

Review by Tom Good

Recca Hanabishi, like most high school boys, has special fighting powers
and a mysterious past. (Well, like most high school boys in anime, anyway.)
He belongs to a secret ninja clan and can harness the power of mystical
fire. Clearly it is no ordinary fire, because it can burn the clothes off a female
opponent without damaging her skin -- an ability that high school boys
everywhere will appreciate. In theory, such powers might lead to an isolated

and secretive life, but luckily for Recca, most of the other people he encounters possess
supernatural artifacts: weapons called madogu, which in Recca's world are as common as cell
phones.

In A Ninja's Test, Recca must first learn to use his fire, then fight against adversaries whose
madogu have the powers of wind and water. He dedicates himself to serve his "Princess" Yanagi,
a female classmate with healing powers. Another woman, the mysterious Kagehoshi, puts Recca
into dangerous situations, but is she trying to kill him, or just toughen him up? [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 08:19 PM PST [Link]

Friday, November 19, 2004

Dark Thirst
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Featured Authors: Omar Tyree, Angela Allen, Monica Jackson, Linda Addison,
Donna Hill, and Kevin Brockenbrough
Edited by: Angela Allen
Published by: Pocket Books (a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.)
Visit: http://www.simonandschuster.com

Review by Kathy LaFollett

According to L.A. Band, author of the Vampire Huntress Legend series, Dark Thirst is "A dark
disturbing, hauntingly unique compilation of stories told in multiple, talented voices."

I'll agree. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 09:25 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Bighead
by Jeffrey Brown
Top Shelf Productions

Review by Tom Good

Bighead is a spoof of costumed superhero comics, and as such it reminds
me of Flaming Carrot (an old favorite of mine that had one of the best
covers ever) and The Tick. But Bighead has a more down-to-earth feel than
either of those comics. Bighead himself is a superhero without
superpowers, but he does have an awfully big head. He inhabits a world
where, luckily for him, most of the super-villains have powers like being

distractingly good-looking ("The Temptationress"), or having a claw for a hand ("Crabby"). [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 02:49 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, November 14, 2004

February 9, 2006: UPDATE ON THE NOVEL!
The Lonely Ring Finger (Pre-Order*)
Only the Ring Finger Knows Novel
Author/Artist: Satoru Kannagi, Hotaru Odagiri
ISBN: 1569709041
246 pages
Dimensions: 4 1/8" x 6 3/4"
Release Date: Mar 15, 2006
SRP: $8.95
More info! or Leave a comment!

*Powells has the description wrong, but everything else is
right.

End of update.

Edit 070105: I don't know if it's been announced elsewhere, but Isaac Lew of
Digital Manga told me today at AnimeExpo that the "Only the Ring Finger
Knows" novels will be published in May 2006. Lucky us! Thank you, Digital
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Manga!

Edit 20050406 IMPORTANT MESSAGE (scroll down for review):

"Petition for Only the Ring Finger Knows Novel

"There is more story behind the ring finger than what anyone
knows...

"The genre of Boy's Love novels is well known in Japan but
is almost unrepresented her in the United States. Now that
the growing trend towards publishing yaoi is occurring in the
translated manga market, we would like to bring one of our
most popular yaoi titles to our readers in its original form.
"Only The Ring Finger Knows", the novel.

"So let your voice be heard! For those fans of the OTRFK manga, if you wish to
see this title, and possibly other BL novels published in an English format,
please fill out the online petition listed here."

Message from Ginger:
PLEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAASSSSSSSSSSE sign this, I'm
DYING to know the whole Kazuki/Wataru story. Tell eveyone you know, too,
please, okay? Thanks! GM

and now here's the review:

Only the Ring Finger Knows
by Satoru Kannagi
Publisher: Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Why older women should read yaoi manga redux.

Warning and Full disclosure: I'm forty-four years old and I've
just started reading yaoi mangas and I'm hooked like a bass.
Furthermore, I know there's a lot of yaoi theory out there and
not only have I read none of it, I intend to read none of it. So
what you read here is purely my impression of what I found

thoroughly enjoyable about Only the Ring Finger Knows, which wins the wacky
title of the week award, and what I found a little squirrelly about it. Frankly,
once I got into it, I loved it, I really loved it. (Images, except one, removed
20041226, sorry. However, the art is worth buying a copy.) I reviewed another yaoi
manga, Passion, earlier and will be using some of that text. So yes, I know I'm
repeating myself, but no, it's not senility (yet). [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 12:27 AM PST [Link]
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Saturday, November 13, 2004

When a Fan Hits the Shit
By Jeanine Renne
Published by Heisenberg Press
352 pages, $14.95
ISBN:0-9653136-4-6

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

In which we ask the question: Are science fiction/fantasy fans really crazier
than the rest?

Harlan Ellison once wrote an essay called "Xenogenesis" in which he
detailed all kinds of horrific and appalling fan behavior perpetrated on

SF/fantasy authors, himself included. The truly insane and dangerous fans are a small minority,
to be sure, but they make the rest of us look like a bunch of lunatics, don't they? Once story in
particular was about a Very Famous Author who showed up to speak at a con, only to find there
was no con – it was all a front so that the con "organizer" got to spend the weekend with said
author. [more]

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 10:08 PM PST [Link]

Passion, volume 1
by Shinobu Gotoh

Publisher: Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Ginger Mayerson
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Why older women should read yaoi manga.

Warning and Full disclosure: I'm forty-four years old and I've just started reading yaoi mangas and
I'm hooked like a bass. Furthermore, I know there's a lot of yaoi theory out there and not only
have I read none of it, I intend to read none of it. So what you read here is purely my impression
of what I found thoroughly enjoyable about Passion and what I found thoroughly weird about it
and everything in between. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:16 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, November 9, 2004

American Elf
by James Kochalka
Top Shelf Productions

Everyday life may be one of the toughest subjects for comics. Saving the
world from alien invasion sounds exciting because, well, it probably would
be. But topics like brushing one's teeth or petting a cat are more difficult to
work with because they are so familiar. What can the artist find to add to
something the reader already understands so well?

James Kochalka tackled this problem in American Elf. In October of 1998, Kochalka started
keeping a daily diary in the form of a comic strip. American Elf collects an astounding five years
worth of this material. These days when I think of diaries I think of blogs, and in fact the current
day's strip can be seen online www.AmericanElf.com. [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 01:21 PM PST [Link]

Conversations #1
by James Kochalka and Craig Thompson
Top Shelf Productions

Conversations #1 shows James Kochalka and Craig Thompson discussing
the nature of art. At first I thought this might be a sort of comic equivalent of
My Dinner With Andre, but though the artwork is plenty amusing, and has a
more fantastic style than American Elf, the conversation itself never really
fulfills its potential. Their talk is full of statements like, "making art is like

getting in a wrestling match with God!" and "mastery is subtlety, or subtlety is mastery." Either of
these declarations could be a good starting point for an interesting conversation, but only if
developed further. Unfortunately, the book simply lines up a series of vague statements, then
ends without any resolution. Since this is "#1", perhaps the ideas can be expanded in the next
volume.

Posted by Tom Good @ 01:18 PM PST [Link]

Esad Ribic, artist for Marvel's "Loki" mini-series and many other comics, in an interview with
Ginger Mayerson and Nirut Poonsombat for the Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society.

[more]

Posted by Editor @ 11:50 AM PST [Link]
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Sunday, October 31, 2004

The Mirror of Love
by Alan Moore and José Villarrubia
Publisher: Top Shelf Productions

Reviewed by Kathryn Ramage

When I first heard about this new edition of the epic poem by Alan Moore
(of Watchmen, From Hell, and The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen

fame), I thought that it would be a graphic novel. It isn't - but it is a remarkable visual experience.

Moore's poem was first published in 1988 as part of AARGH!, Artists Against Rampant
Government Homophobia, an anthology of comic art in protest against Britain's Clause 28, which
prohibited local authorities from "promoting" homosexuality. The poem is a history of gay people,
and perceptions of them, from the beginning. ("Leviticus condemned most sexual practice as
unclean, including that between two men. / This was designed to snub the Canaanites, whose
male priests practiced sodomy. / Had they been cannibals instead, how different might things
be.") In its initial publication, the poem was illustrated by a love affair between two hermaphrodite
angels, mirror images of each other. The title of the poem, The Mirror of Love, is taken from an
1895 Aubrey Beardsley print of the same name, and which also features an androgynous angel.
[more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 07:33 PM PST [Link]

[Archive Index] [Main Index]

http://www.marsimport.com/display_comic.php?ID=7182&affiliateID=20
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.marsimport.com/display_comic.php?ID=7182&affiliateID=20
http://www.topshelfcomix.com/


J LHLS Archives: October 2004

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-10312004-11062004.htm[4/27/2019 2:40:24 PM]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals anywhere. (PromoCode
HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


J LHLS Archives: October 2004

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-10312004-11062004.htm[4/27/2019 2:40:24 PM]

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam, comments are
closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


J LHLS Archives: October 2004

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-10172004-10232004.htm[4/27/2019 2:40:27 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron
J LHLS Archives: October 2004

Saturday, October 23, 2004

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 5

Welcome to Issue 5. In our first issue I mentioned that time flies when you're over forty and it
seems like I wrote that editorial only yesterday.
Editorial

Posted by Editor @ 11:15 PM PST [Link]

That being said, in these past few weeks of May, it has been impossible to avoid the story of the
seventeen-year emergence of the Cicada. It is their year and the media is letting them have it. I
understand the attention. It is a fascinating story.
Cicadas
By William Roper

Posted by Editor @ 11:12 PM PST [Link]

Let us define bickering as being between a man and a woman. Some activists want to expand the
definition to include same-sex arguing, but that would only weaken some of society's most sacred
values.
Between a Man and a Woman
By Tom Good

Posted by Editor @ 11:12 PM PST [Link]

I'm not kidding. This thing is the most amazing cleaning product I've ever tried. In case you
haven't seen it, it looks like a white sponge, only lighter and squishier.
Mr. Clean Magic Eraser is the shit
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By Laurel Sutton

Posted by Editor @ 11:11 PM PST [Link]

Oh New York City, New York....where do I even begin? You're like Pennsylvania's older, cooler
cousin.
New York City News
By Ertel Gray

Posted by Editor @ 11:10 PM PST [Link]

Not too long ago, I was a 40-something straight screenwriter. Then I awoke one morning to
discover that I'd become a hot young gay novelist.
Coming Out
By Allison Burnett

Posted by Editor @ 11:09 PM PST [Link]

Sequential art jumped the paper to pixel divide like a gazelle. Then, at Plan 9 Publishing, it sort of
jumped back.
Paper Freaks in the Digital Age
By Ginger Mayerson

Posted by Editor @ 11:08 PM PST [Link]

Because balancing a laptop in the bathroom is tricky. Seriously, people still like the feel and smell
of a book. It doesn't need batteries, cables, and you never get spammed. Also, there is a big
difference between a comic at 72 dpi and a printed page at 600 dpi.
An Interview with David Allen
By Ellen Bauerle, Ginger Mayerson and Laurel Sutton

Posted by Editor @ 11:07 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, October 20, 2004

Just a reminder that March 1, 2005 is the the next essay deadline for the next issue of LHLS.
Please see the editorial policy and submission guidelines, and feel free to contact us if you have
any questions, thank you. Hope we see you on March 1.

Posted by Editor @ 07:42 PM PST [Link]

The Expanse
Novelization by J. M. Dillard. Based on the episode written by Rick Berman and Brannon

Braga
Publisher: Pocket Books/Star Trek
ISBN: 0743484851

Reviewed by Jane Melander

Sometimes, the line between exploiting a real-life event and merely studying it is very fine indeed.
Such is the case of The Expanse -- the Season 2 finale of Star Trek Enterprise on which the
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novelization by J.M. Dillard is based.

First, some background. I recall the arguments of many in Trek fandom when it was announced
that the producers of Enterprise would be introducing a new story arc that would have 22nd
century Earth suffer a massive and sudden assault, resulting in the loss of millions of lives.

Perhaps the events of a real life attack on US soil, set at the dawn of the 21st century, were still a
little too fresh in memory. There were many in fandom that worried producers Rick Berman and
Brannon Braga were cashing in on the nation's own wounds and obsession of future attacks.
Jumpy from anthrax attacks and color-coded terror alerts given on a continual basis (matching
ironically with the yellow and red alerts of the original Star Trek series), some were all too quick
to condemn the proposed story arc as potentially exploitative. With a pre-emptive war already
underway in real life, the Season 3 arc for Enterprise had the potential of exploiting fact for fiction-
-a sort of righteous and bloody crusade that many thought would be contrary to creator Gene
Roddenberry's vision of a hopeful and peaceful galaxy. We were attacked, so the rallying cry
goes, so now it's time to hunt down and destroy those who would destroy us. [more]

Posted by Jane Melander @ 05:01 PM PST [Link]
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Thursday, October 7, 2004

Secrets and Confidences
The complicated truth about women's friendships

Edited by Karen Eng
Publisher: Seal Press

Review by Ginger Mayerson

In 2000 Dr. SE Taylor at UCLA published a paper on the biobehavioral responses to stress in
females (see quote). Somehow this paper got distilled down in the zeitgeist as incontrovertible
proof that women are as capable of genuine friendship as men. Well, of course. But, as usual, it's
not that simple and Secrets and Confidences takes up where science leaves off. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 12:01 AM PST [Link]

Monday, October 4, 2004

The Bush Junta
Edited by Mack White and Gary Groth

Publisher: Fantagraphics (Release date: October 5, 2004)

Review by Ginger Mayerson

You know you're living in interesting times when cartoons and comic books are now didactic as
well as entertaining and have pages and pages of endnotes. Joining TEX on the comics
barricades, please welcome The Bush Junta. These two books might not have gone over the
barricades, but, in some ways they have gone over the top. But these are the times we live in;
mellower voices have been drowned out by the rightwing rant of Fox "News" and talk radio and all
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those other scary people who think the rights and protections of the Constitution should only be
available to those who can afford them. Oh, and the bush family has been covered in blood,
swimming in it really, since the 1930s. I knew they were bad; now I know how bad. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10:48 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, October 2, 2004

Shockwave
Novelization by Paul Ruditis. Based on the episode written by Rick Berman and Brannon

Braga.
Publisher: Pocket Books/Star Trek
ISBN: 0743464567

Review by Jane Melander

What would you do if you knew that your disappearance -- though seemingly minor in the grand
scale of the universe -- would eventually bring about the total destruction of your world centuries
later? Like George Bailey in It's a Wonderful Life, Captain Jonathan Archer of the Enterprise NX-
01 is about to find out in the novelization Shockwave by Paul Ruditis. [more]

Posted by Jane Melander @ 09:03 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, September 30, 2004

My Life
By Bill Clinton
Publisher: Knopf

Review by Kitty Johnson

I Hear America Singing: A Review of My Life by Bill Clinton.

What, when drunk, one sees in other presidents of the United States, one sees in
Bill Clinton sober.
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What a great quote! I just made it up! (With a little help from Kenneth Tynan.) Oh, how I miss our
Bill Clinton, the Arkansas minotaur! But now I have his Life in my lap again, and, well, it's just
such a relief. Remember what a terrific president Bill made, smarter than anyone who was more
optimistic, and more optimistic than anyone who was smarter? Bill knew us the way a great lover
does (unlike the swinish Childe Bush who goes into a full Pet-the-Goat trance when faced with
the raw desires of his country.)

And here in 2004, it is useful to notice how Bill, in his Bill-ness, reminds us of the three great
issues of every American election: race, money, and Elvis in general. [more]

Posted by Kitty Johnson @ 09:23 PM PST [Link]

On the subject of Scary Teddy. (Somewhat better known as Teddy Scares.
Ed)

Some reviewesque thoughts from our own Kitty Johnson

A note from the Editor: We here at J LHLS love our reviewers very much, even
when we're not completely sure what they're writing about. We hope you will please bear this in
mind (get it? bear this in mind?) as you read this, um, review and proceed at your own risk.
Thank you.

Would everyone like to start crying now and perhaps cease only in late 2005? Then let me tell
you the story of my life.

See, my mother told me that Santa Claus didn't bring dolls to big girls who were 10 years old. (In
East Tennessee, the implication was that Jerry Lee Lewis would drop by instead with an
engagement ring). [more]

Posted by Kitty Johnson @ 09:21 PM PST [Link]

Monday, September 27, 2004

America (The Book)
By Jon Stewart, Ben Karlin and David Javerbaum 

Warner Books

Review by Tom Good

Just in time for this year's Presidential election, the writers of The Daily Show have created
America (The Book): A Citizen's Guide to Democracy Inaction. This guide to the past, present,
and future of American Democracy explains everything from the invention of democracy by "Our
Big Fat Greek Forerunners" to a future inhabited by "a sub-race of genetically perfect blonde
toddlers who are only allowed to vote because they can kill with their minds." [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 05:19 PM PST [Link]

Exterminators
By Christopher Golden

Pocket Books

Review by Chad Denton
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The Justice League wards off an alien invasion. Normally this wouldn't really spark much interest,
but Christopher Golden's "Exterminators" tries to merge a big "The Authority"-esque threat,
incorporating elements from the classic "Alien" model as well as kaiju, with DC superheroics. The
plot follows both the original incarnation of the Justlice League (you know, the one with the Black
Canary) and the present team (well, 'present' as of Grant Morrison's relatively recent run) as they
deal with two separate alien invasions - although probably more accurately described as
infestations. The former had massive kaiju-like beings land in the United Kingdom and start
wreaking havoc, forcing the first Justice League to destroy them after all attempts to
communicate with them fail. The second begins with people across Britain inexplicably gaining
super-powers, only to slowly 'evolve' into monstrosities called 'burrowers', seemingly similar to
the aliens the Justice League fought a decade ago.

The best part of the book is its opening half, as the members of the Justice League find
themselves running into very powerful and very British superhumans (or metahumans, as the DC
Universe lexicon go) who, for the most part, want no part of the spandex life. Most endearing is
the character of Ian, a young, happily married Englishman who finds himself with telekinetic
powers, becomes close friends with the Flash and the Green Lantern, and becomes for the entire
book our 'de facto,' non-JL hero. For these chapters we find iconic superheroes running into
people who have powers but don't want to become superheroes. There's one wonderful scene
where Ian briefly considers becoming a part-time superhero, but realizes that he finds the
costumes the Flash and Green Lantern "daft" and desperately the two heroes try to justify their
choice of work clothes. [more]

Posted by Chad Denton @ 04:50 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, September 25, 2004

Tales of the Dominion War
Edited by Keith R.A. DeCandido
384 Pages, $14.00 (paperback)
Published by Star Trek Books
ISBN: 0743491718

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Ah, Deep Space Nine. My favorite of the Trek series (next to the original). People
said it was dark and complicated and angsty and all about the characters and you

know what? That's why I loved it. There were a lot of characters, so if you got tired of one, there
was bound to be someone else you wanted to watch. I think DS9 had the best selection of
character actors in secondary parts; they consistently stole the show from the regulars. Just
watch Andy Robinson as Garak, if you don't believe me. [more]

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 08:58 PM PST [Link]

Friday, September 24, 2004

House of Reeds
By Thomas Harlan
Publisher: Tor Books

Review by Jessica Groper

(This review contains plot and character details, please proceed at your own
risk. Ed)

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/0743491718/qid%3D1095556519/sr%3D8-2
http://liheliso.org/
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http://hackenbush.org/hackenbloggers/laurel.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/0765301938%3Fv%3Dglance
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http://www.tor.com/tor.html
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One of the great things about science fiction is how far away the reader can
be transported. Alien cultures, superior technology, conflicts between
species; they take the reader to a reality in which anything can happen,
because the imagination is unlimited. Sometimes, though, the science

fiction author gets a little too caught up in the boundlessness of the imagination. The created
world becomes complicated with politics, histories, and too many characters. I can’t help admiring
any author who can bring so many details into an imagined universe, but when there’s so much
going on it can be hard to jump into the plot and really know what’s going on. This is a big
challenge in Thomas Harlan’s House of Reeds. [more]

Posted by Jessica Groper @ 08:44 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, September 23, 2004

Sky Captain and the World of Tomorrow
Written and Directed by Kerry Conran
Actors and blue screen, mostly blue screen.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Grrrrrrr. What are they teaching these boys in film school? [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 11:05 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, September 21, 2004

Enigma (Star Trek Stargazer, Book 5)
Written by Michael Jan Friedman
Published by Pocket Books
272 pages, $6.99
www.simonsays.com/st

Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

A mysterious alien agressor is attacking Starfleet ships. It has the ability to bypass
all Federation shields and defensive techonologies. It attacks, renders the

Starfleet vessel lame, boards the Starfleet vessel, leaves all aboard alive but unconscious, and
then retreats without taking anything or anyone.

Enter our intrepid Commander Picard, at the age of 28, captaining the USS Stargazer. Even at
this age Picard has created the famous ability to be inserted in the most trying situations only to
come out victorious. Picard and crew are ordered to help form a line of defense against the alien
aggressor, as it seems hellbent on plunging directly into the heart of The Federation - Earth.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/0765301938%3Fv%3Dglance
http://imdb.com/title/tt0346156/
http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/HREF=
http://imdb.com/title/tt0346156/
http://gingermayerson.com/
http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/HREF=
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Onboard the Stargazer, unnoticed by fellow crewmembers, is a spy, the key individual who can
solve the question of the alien's motives. A witness to the spy's secret data transmissions puts
the criminal in a holding cell. Unfortunetly, as interrogations and incarceration go on, the spy
cannot remember why he was sent or who sent him; in fact he can barely remember his real
name. Trailing one of the alien attack formations is a tiny Starfleet shuttle with a half dozen
crewmembers aboard. One of them is Picard's first officer and best friend, Gilaad Ben Zoma.
Another is Arlen McAteer, an ambitious admiral with an ax to grind against Picard.

Enigma is an entertaining weekend read on the beach, with a number of absorbing personality
storylines that prove to be a solid rip current to the main tidalwave of excitement.

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 11:58 AM PST [Link]

SpecWar - Special Warfare
Issues 2 - 8
By Frank A. Lauria
Published by Peter Four Productions
www.peterfour.com

Review by Kathy LaFollett

The author, Frank Lauria, is a retired NavySEAL which lends an inside thread of
authenticity to this timely military comic series. For all intents we are led through

the missions, lives, and personal viewpoints of the SpecWar Team, commanded by Lieutenant
Anthony DeBolla.

The author skirts the reality of current military events by presenting the SpecWar Team in the field
and out. This is actually a very addictive series. The reader is left wondering if they were allowed
a view into the hidden world of our special forces in the 21st Century.

At times the testosterone levels get kitchy, particularly in the bar scenes depicted. "Townies"
seem quick to start fights with the Team members. It all seems a bit stereotypical if not "Top Gun-
ish". I found myself thinking it not likely a member of such an elite group of highly trained men
could be baited so easily in public. At one point a Team member hits a woman in a local bar to
start a fight. I hope this wouldn't happen, and I would find myself rather disappointed if it were
true. I found the civilian scenes somewhat distracting.

The mission scenes were exciting and very well laid out both artistically as well conversationally.
The art itself is impressive and very expressive. Excellent coloring and line wieghts leave a clear,
crisp explanatory visual to complement the writing.

SpecWars offers a lot in story and art. It's a great read. I recommend the series for all military
buffs.

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 11:55 AM PST [Link]

The Collected Gothic Nights: A Tale of Scarlet Passion
A rendered concept borrowing from Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley's "Frankenstein"
Dramatized by: David Barbour
Scenes by: Timothy B. Vigil
Background Paintings by: Timothy B. Vigil, Adam McDaniel, and Stephen Ryan
Inscribed by: Brent Carpenter
Published by: Rebel Studios

http://www.specwar.us/specwar/index.htm
http://www.visionized.com/
http://www.specwar.us/specwar/index.htm
http://www.visionized.com/
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Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

A werewolf, a Countess Vampire, Baron Frankenstein, angry villagers, retribution, bloodlust,
Burgomaster, sex as a powertool, horror, and goth; therein lies the core coolness of Gothic
Nights. Every aspect of this comic challenges it's counter to a new strength in timing, layout,
syntax and story development.

I cannot say enough about the art. Ink work blessed by the gods and demons alike.
ASTOUNDINGLY precise, vivid to the point of insane it pulls the reader in and traps the
imagination in a death grip. The dramatization and rework of Shelley's "Frankenstein" gives a
sexy new twist to a sexy old twist.

The opening lusty scene grabs the reader by the throat and sets the tone for the rest of the book.
You haven't seen or read twisted cool until you've read the first 4 pages of this comic. Our
Countess is the lover/mistress/servant of Anton our Werewolf. In the night they meet for a gothic
tryst. We are introduced to the scene with a fullpage rendition of the Baroness' Castle.
SWEEEEEET. Incredible art. The scene is brought to a climax, literally, as our couple orgasm
together as Anton turns at that same moment. A new definition to fetish. What a scene. What a
storyline. What a comic.

If you are a horror, gothic comic aficionado, do yourself a favor and GET THIS COMIC BOOK.

A Note from the Editor: We here at J LHLS try very hard to provide links for our readers to buy
the stuff we review, if they are so inclined. However, this one stumped us. So, if any of you
readers know or find out how to buy this comic, please post that information in the Comments
section. EVERYONE will thank you. Thank you. Ed.

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 11:51 AM PST [Link]

Gone South, Issues 1 and 2
Created and Written by Mike Wellman

Art and Cover by Guy LeMay
Lettering and Production by Johnny Lowe
Published by Atomic Basement

Reviwed by Kathy LaFollett

Gone South presents Victoria and Sylvia, vampiresses trying to find their way and place
alongside the mortals of the world and among their peers.

The guys at Atomic Basement have a really well rounded storyline laid out. Victoria and Sylvia as
individuals present unique views into their way of the living death. Politics of the Vampire Nation
are expressed as the girls fight their tendancies, vampire comformity, and grudges. I dig the
characters and the writing.

http://www.atomicbasement.com/
http://www.visionized.com/
http://www.atomicbasement.com/
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Now comes the confusion and disappointment. The artwork is lost unto itself.

Issue One utilizes an inking style that is reflective of expected comic book practices. Stylized to a
point that, at times, distracts from the read, the art did carry its weight. Issue Two offered such a
drastic change it took half the comic before my mind settled on the new look of the characters. I
never was able to feel comfortable and "at home" with this art. Heavy, chunky and childlike the art
does not carry the expression of sensual vampires and their world. Basically, Issue Two is a
disappointment strictly due to the art.

Gone South is a great story presented with distracting simplistic artform. If they can get the art
undercontrol, this would be a solid comic book.

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 11:44 AM PST [Link]

Berserker: The Wild Hunt #1 (of 4)
Story by Jens H. Altmann
Art by Harris O'Malley
Published by Studio Underhill
You can preview this comic online

Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

According to the originator of the Berserker character the history of this character
and storyline goes as follows:

In the mid-1980s, a young man and his girlfriend went on vacation in Haiti, to see if they could
salvage their relationship. They were entrapped by an evil Voodoo priest. The young man
escaped, but his girlfriend was killed and turned into a zombie. Guided by Merlin (who used an
alias), the young man found the Norse war-god's sword Tyrfing at an antiquities store. He got the
sword, was afflicted with the curse of the Berserker, and went on to massivley trounce the evil
Voodoo priest. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 11:34 AM PST [Link]

Star Trek: A Time to Kill (Book 7)
By David Mack
Published by Pocket Books (a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.)
368 pages, $6.99
Visit http://www.simonsays.com/st
Available as a downloadable eBook!

Reviewd by Kathy LaFollett

There is a creepy familiarity in this book to current events. There seems to be a
drawn reference to our current political and military goings-on. And I like it.

At the apex of the Dominion War and only known to a select few at the top innercircle of the
Federation Command, the Federation secretly armed the neutral planet Tezwa with horrendous
weapons of mass destruction. Created as a contigency plan against the Dominion if the front lines
collapsed, the WMDs lay at the border of the Klingon Empire in direct violation of the fragile
peace treaties between the Klingons and the Federation. The placement of the WMDs
guarenteed final success at all costs, but also guarenteed scandal if the Klingons and other
Federation members found out.

http://www.studiounderhill.com/comics.html
http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/A HREF=
http://www.visionized.com/
http://www.studiounderhill.com/comics.html
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http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/A HREF=
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Tezwa's prime minister, hungry for power, if not a dictatorship, uses the WMDs as leverage
against the supplying Federation as well as menacing his neighbors.

Sound familiar? Sure it does.

The Federation calls upon Captain Picard and the Enterprise crew to take on a "diplomatic
mission", without revealing the full truth about the WMD origination point. Without that knowledge
the Enterprise crew is put in the crossfire as the crisis quickly escalates amid the lies and
deceptions of the Federation, Klingons, and the Tezwa Elite.

Sound familiar? Sure it does.

As time runs out to a full war between the Klingons and Tezwa, Ambassador Worf is asked to
choose between his heritage, honor, and loyalty to Martok, Chancellor of the Klingon Empire and
for all intents and purposes Worf's mentor and fatherlike friend, and his new role within the
Federation.

Sound like a familiar political figure now? Sure it does.

Book 7 is an EXCELLENT read.A Time to Kill is surely my favorite within the series to date. David
Mack's first attempt at spearheading a Trek Book proves to be a benchmark in my opinion. I
hereby declare myself his biggest fan.

Of course the ending is not like the ending we are currently heading toward in our timeframe:
Picard doesn't liberate Tezwa with more WMDs and misguided initiatives. Although he did cause
the removal ofthe soon-to-be-dictator and set up a promising peaceful end and new government
in Tezwa sans WMD. Mission Accomplished.

George could learn a thing or two from Jean Luc.

Book 7 is an outstanding addition to an already impressive Star Trek series.

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 11:12 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, September 19, 2004

From the Les Toil Collection of Big Beautiful Pin-Ups:

AMAZON LEA

Review by Allan Landow.

Clothing of the period was quite realistically portrayed. The lowcut breastplate was significantly
suggestive, but yet left just enough to the imagination. She effectively exhibited toughness and
sexiness at the same time.

Her legs, although largely proportioned, were not overly muscular. They conveyed just the right
amount of femininity. Her torn skirt could be symbolic of the perfect blend of sexuality and power.

The weapons that she used suggested a strong preference for dominance -- not only in battle, but
in other areas as well. I pity the man that would try to get in her way!!

Posted by Editor @ 04:26 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, September 18, 2004

Stryke Force
Vol 2, Issue 1, May 2004

TopCow Productions
Writer: Jay Faerber; Pencil: Tyler Kirkham; Ink: Marlo Alquiza; Colors: Brian Buccellato
Release Date: April 7, 2004
"A Top Cow classic superhero series returns, updated and re-energized for the 21st century!
Morgan Stryker leads a new team of outlaw heroes-for-hire on dangerous missions around the
world, always staying one step ahead of the law. In their first adventure, the Strykeforce team is
hired by a recently widowed woman whose young son has mysteriously vanished…."
Pages: 32

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Rant mode: On! 
[more]

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 10:34 PM PST [Link]

Outfoxed: Rupert Murdoch's War on Journalism
Director: Robert Greenwald
DVD released date: July 13, 2004
Studio: The Disinformation Company
Run time: 114 minutes

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/B0002HDXTQ/qid%3D1095556426/sr%3D8-1
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Uncovered: The Whole Truth About the Iraq War
Director: Robert Greenwald
DVD released date: March 30, 2004
Studio: The Disinformation Company
Run Time: 90 minutes

Reviewed by Janine Fennick

I have a pretty much former friend - let's call her Ms. X - who is a Fox News
groupie. She used to have a brain in her head but the last time I saw her, she was telling me
about how hot Bill O'Reilly and Sean Hannity were and how she will only listen to them, etc. I
knew about the propaganda tactics of Fox News Channel already (thanks to 7 years of film
school and a lot of reading) but while I was at the movies I thought about her and how I would
love to mail her an anonymous copy of these films OR strap her down and force her, Clockwork
Orange style, to watch the damned things. [more]

Posted by Janine Fennick @ 06:37 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, September 15, 2004

One of our new reviewers, Lene Taylor, has a wonderful story - What a Life - in the latest issue of
Clean Sheets. Clean Sheets is an erotica site, this story is M/M, and you're on your own from
here, friends.

Posted by Editor @ 07:34 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, September 10, 2004

Dragon Precinct
by Keith R.A. DeCandido

Publisher: Pocket Star

Review by Kathryn L. Ramage

Dungeons and Dragnet…

A warrior, an elf, a dwarf, a barbarian, a priest, and two halflings stop for the night at a seedy inn
in the city of Cliff's End. Typical quest, or set-up for an elaborate Tolkien-geek joke? Keith R.A.
DeCandido's fantasy-oriented detective novel, Dragon Precinct, tends toward the latter. First, the
warrior is murdered at the inn under mysterious circumstances. Then the elf is killed in the same
way. Cliff's End Castle Guard detectives Torin ben Wyvald and half-elven Danthres Tresyllione
are called in to investigate the case. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 02:49 PM PST [Link]

Hot and Sweaty Rex
By Eric Garcia
Published by Villard Books, 2004

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Our boy Vinnie is at it again! This time Vincent Rubio, the dinosaur detective, is up
to his artificial eyebrows in mob business. For those of you who missed the first two
books in this serio-comedy series by California writer Eric Garcia (also the writer of

"Matchstick Men", which was recently made into a movie starring Nicholas Cage), the premise, in

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/0743467701%3Fv%3Dglance
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brief, is that all the dinosaurs (who were really quite intelligent, despite their walnut-sized brains)
faked their own extinction and now live among us, disguised as humans in stretchable latex
outfits and masks, similar to the ones used on the original "Mission Impossible" TV series. They
also have their own sects and secret societies within this human-dominated world. One of them is
their own version of the Mafia. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 01:15 PM PST [Link]

The Immortals
By James Gunn

Publisher: Pocket Books
First Trade Paperback Edition September 2004
ISBN: 0671534866

Review by John D. Groper

I love short stories. The best of them astound the reader with the author's ability to draw one in,
tell a tale, bring light to characters and events, and quickly withdraw - all in the space of a few
short pages -leaving the reader with a new understanding, but also with a strong desire to return
to that which had only just become familiar, but is now gone. One wishes this was one of those
books in which each additional tale brought greater clarity to the subject, and appreciation of the
talents of the author. It is not.

This book is a collection of five stories: four written in a seven-year period beginning in 1955; one
new from April of 2004. The author recounts the history of the writing in a preface that shows,
ironically, that some stories seem to have a life of their own. Ironically, because the subject
matter here is immortality. All have appeared in various Science Fiction magazines, and ABC
made a Movie of the Week in 1969, based on ideas from the early stories. [more]

Posted by John D Groper @ 12:43 PM PST [Link]

Monday, September 6, 2004

Between The Cracks - All Miracles Have a Price
By: Harris O'Malley

Published by: Studio Underhill
Visit: http://www.studiounderhill.com

Review by Kathy LaFollett

According to the back cover:

"A dead woman awakes to the sound of gunfire.
A chance meeting of eyes across a crowded club lead to a whirlwind of secrets and lies. A cursed
musician seeks to escape his immortal lover, while a writer's addictions force him to face
creatures from myth. And a young woman's search for love exacts a horrible cost.

Welcome to Abbott."

What I found was closer to:

The Bride of Frankenstein becomes a prostitute. [more]
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Friday, September 3, 2004

A Time to Be Born 
Star Trek - Book 1

By: John Vornholt
Published by: Pocket Books (a Division of Simon and Schuster, Inc.)
Visit http://www.simonsays.com/st
Available as a downloadable eBook!

Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

Book 1: an introduction to advanced physics and the turning point of Picard's career as he once
knew it.

The Dominion War leaves a scar in space known as the Rashanar Sector. For all intents and
purposes the site is a testament to the worst of the battles. It is a swirling mass of broken ships
containing the crew members left behind after the battle. The graveyard is made up of anti-
gravity, gravity, matter, antimatter, broken ships waiting to be pillaged, human and alien remains
and somewhere in the midst of the macabre junkyard and cemetery floats a Nemesis of severe
and unexplainable powers. To add to the physics of chaos the large number of varied warp drives
through out the region has severely distorted the space-time continuum leaving behind lethal
energy fluxes and extreme gravitational anomalies. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 07:52 AM PST [Link]

A Time to Hate
Star Trek - Book 6

By: Robert Greenberger
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Published by: Pocket Books (a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.)
Visit: http://www.simonsays.com/st
*available as a downloadable eBook!

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Book 6’s opening salvo is the tale of Will Riker as a young boy about to embark on a fishing trip
with his father Kyle. The short tale reveals disdain and frustration on the part of “Willy” toward his
father. His father likewise can only offer shallow cold and controlling parental input, relying on
assumed knowledge by the mere act of taking his son fishing. The reader can almost hear Kyle’s
thoughts as simply, “I’m taking you fishing, son, doesn’t that prove I care?” Their relationship is
defined as uncomfortable at best. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 07:32 AM PST [Link]

Thursday, September 2, 2004

Things That Never Were: Fantasies, Lunacies, and Entertaining Lies
by Matthew Rossi

Publisher: Monkeybrain, Inc., 2003

Review by Chad Denton

What if the Boy Scouts are part of an occult conspiracy on par with the Illuminati? Was Roger
Bacon engaged in a secret war against Kublai Khan in the thirteen century? And what if there is
something behind the seemingly crackpot theories that a sentient reptilian race created humanity
as part of their genetic experiments? In Things That Never were: Fantasies, Lunacies, and
Entertaining Lies these and other important questions are asked by author Matthew Rossi, who
draws upon not only his own eclectic imagination, but a wealth of sub-culture literature, historical
obscurities, real-life oddities, and cultural abberations, in a collection of essays ranging in topics
from the secret bloodline of Jesus Christ, nanotech, the Hellfire Club, and Lovecraftian prehistoric
societies.

As the reader might have already guessed, it is difficult for any reviewer, especially myself, to
really pin down a classification for Rossi's essays. Some are musings on real events or
philosophical topics, such as chaos theory, strange artifacts, and still unexplained historical
events (for instance, did you know that in 1944 residents of a town in Illinois reported being
attacked with gas by a mysterious transvestite?); some are tellings of alternate histories or even
alternate universes, such as a story that paints a picture of what would happen if 'Flash' Gordon
failed to stop Mongo from initiating their dreaded invasion of Earth (hint: it involves both Orson
Welles and Doc Savage fighting the good fight); and some are outlandish but strangely plausible
explorations of our world, universe, and history. I suppose the best classification for Rossi's work
would be 'speculative non-fiction,' but that seems too tame a phrase. At any rate, Rossi's work
isn't only speculation, but an introduction of sorts into the study of the fantastic, of the art of trying
to translate miracles out of an increasingly mundane world. [more]

Posted by Chad Denton @ 03:13 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, September 1, 2004

A Time to Harvest
Star Trek - Book 4 

By: Dayton Ward & Kevin Dilmore
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Published by: Pocket Books (a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.)
Visit: http://www.simonsays.com/st
*available as a downloadable eBook!

Review by Kathy La Follett

They say patience is a virtue. Obviously I lack that virtue, but I did receive a gift of great
storytelling in “Harvest”. Book 4 opens revisiting the closing Book 3 details as we marched toward
the words “To Be Continued”.

We find the crew dispersed via shuttles throughout the Dokaalan colony troubleshooting violence,
destruction and questionable allies. All the while infiltrators have positioned themselves on the
Enterprise to hack, crack, and introduce computer viruses to control the Starship’s ability to solve
the problems and locate the enemy to the Dokaalan race and their goals. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 06:38 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, August 31, 2004

Captain's Blood
335 Pages, $23.95 (hardcover)
Published by Star Trek Books
ISBN: 067102129X

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

The things I do for you people. Are you familiar with the word "slog"? Here’s a
definition: “To make one’s way with a slow heavy pace against resistance; to
work diligently for long hours; a long exhausting march or hike.” Me. Shatner.

Slog. [more]

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 10:20 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, August 28, 2004

I saw "Hero" today, I recommend you go see it on the biggest screen you can find while it's still in
theatrical release. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 07:14 PM PST [Link]

Same Difference and Other Stories
By: Derek Kirk Kim
Published by: Top Shelf Productions
A Low Bright Collection
Visit: Top Shelf Productions

An endearing book that tugs at memories we all carry from those confused
and demanding years in our twenties. I often found myself softly laughing
and sighing at each turn, thinking the author had gone to my high school
and later followed me into my mass confusion. There is a twist though; his
experience is seasoned by being a Korean American. And there are times
the reader will envy that flavor.

The opening story is the story of regret and missed opportunity due to pride and conformity. It
reads like a storyboard from a movie rather than a comic. One gains insight and understanding
through sub notes as well as rambling humor running through seemingly meaningless
conversations. But, as the reader travels this road with the author it becomes clear every word
penned and expression drawn carries a pronounced importance to clarity and empathy. I
laughed, I cried, and couldn’t stop reading. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 12:43 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, August 27, 2004

Fade from Grace #1
By Gabriel Benson, Jeff Amano

Beckett Comics

Review by Jane Seaton

Issue one plods through the standard superhero set up, looking fresh only because we're seeing
the story through the eyes of girlfriend, Grace. She's clearly done her research. Even though she
precipitates John's metamorphosis into an invisible strongman by getting herself trapped in a
burning apartment, she knows that doesn't give her the right to insist he returns to normality,
domesticity and traditional romance. Ever practical (yet feminine), she gets him checked over by a
friendly medic and resolves to stick by him. Neither one of this all-American pair of lovers seems
entirely clear what this will involve, but clearly, it threatens to be more radical than rescuing the
occasional damsel from a dark alley full of muggers.

I'm hoping that in #2, they'll move to a pleasant middle class suburb, where dark alleys are
unknown and apartment blocks are fitted with sprinklers, and discover that John's superpowers
will never be needed again.

Posted by Jane Seaton @ 03:11 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, August 26, 2004

Carnet de Voyage
by Craig Thompson
Top Shelf Productions
ISBN 1-891830-60-0

Review by Jane Seaton

I was in Marrakech two months earlier than Craig Thompson, and I swear, I
can see my lingering footprints in his sketches of the alleyways in the
soukh. I'm not going to bother with vacations in future. I'll simply
commission this genius to visit places on my behalf and send me his
notebooks.

Sure, this book is a personal record, not a glossy travelogue. Thompson goes far beyond
'objective reporting', and has drawn and written a fascinating piece of autobiography with an
acute sense of time and place. But when he accuses himself of whining, and embeds simulated
third party commentary in the mutterings of gargoyles and the squawks of basketfuls of chickens,
he just increases my delight in our common experience of French family life, fresh orange juice,
stinking tanneries and skinny cats.

Thompson describes the book as a self-indulgent side-project. I disagree. Carnet de Voyage is
almost perfect.

Posted by Jane Seaton @ 02:31 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, August 20, 2004

Confessions of a Master Jewel Thief
by Bill Mason with Lee Gruenfeld
Villard Books
365 pages

Review by Tom Good

"To Catch A Thief" made jewel thieves cool. "The Pink Panther" made them funny.
Bill Mason makes them real. So how does a real life "cat burglar" operate?

"I examined the lock with a practiced eye, suavely whipped out my butter calfskin wallet and
carefully selected a pick from a row of variously sized tools. Once I'd done that, it was simply a
matter of inserting the gleaming pick into the lock and jiggling it a few times as I looked away and
let my sensitive fingers do their thing. Three or four seconds later I was rewarded with a loud and
satisfying click as the lock succumbed to my extraordinary expertise.

"Just kidding. In real life, picking a lock is a bitch. Even when it works, which isn't all that often, it
takes a long time to get each of the pins lined up just so, one at a time without disturbing the ones
you've already worked.

"[. . .] there are faster and surer ways to defeat the lock." [more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 11:59 AM PST [Link]

WANTED-Death Row Edition #1
Mark Millar and J.G. Jones and Paul Mounts

Presented by:MillarWorld
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Produced by:Top Cow Productions, Inc.
Visit the fine folks at Image Comics

Reveiw by Kathy LaFollett

Let’s get one thing straight, Top Cow RULES. I’m at the point now where I don’t look at covers or
names or titles first, I look for that familiar udder-in-space logo, and I know it’s a home run. I
KNOW I will love that publication.

And so we are greeted by a cover of simple hardcore comic art, and we turn the page to find our
outline of things to come; and I quote:

“WANTED: Wesley Gibson leads the life of a quiet desperation. His dead-end job numbs him, his
girlfriend cheats on him, and his hypochondrium convinces him he has every disease from cancer
to the common cold. His world is the depth of dismay.”

Let’s stop here and visit the writing and art that express this depth of despair within the first 10
pages. In-your-face-no-bullshit-big-dog-top-cow-rollercoaster-make-you-nauseous comic
production that screams in your face, “Bring it!”

Top Cow RULES.

“But there is another world; one buried just inches below what Wesley thinks is his life. What
happens when the scales fall from your eyes and the real clockwork of the world is laid bare?
What happens when you’re Wesley Gibson, one minute the most downtrodden wretch the world
has ever seen and the next…you’re Wanted?”

Read that passage again. The remaining pages of Issue 1 of Wanted takes those words and lays
them out in such a visual presentation that you will NOT put this comic down until you’ve finished
it. And when you have finished it, you’ll reread the whole issue because you don’t have Issue 2 to
satisfy the gapping comic lust left behind in Issue 1.

Top Cow RULES. “Wanted” is now on my mandatory reading list and I vow I will own the whole
series intact. “Wanted” steps up to bat and hits a home run without breaking a bloody sweat.

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 11:12 AM PST [Link]

Bikini Automatic #4
By Ken Wright. However, a very nice lady who looked a lot like Bikini
Automatic, now that I'm thinking about it (hmmmm), gave me a review copy
of #4 and we here at J LHLS World Headquarters are very very much
obliged. I'm hooked; they ought to do a subscription thingy.

A review (if you will) by Ginger Mayerson

Okay, I don't have a TV, but sometimes I end up in the vicinity of one and
last night it was at Toyota of Glendale whose service shop is open 7AM to
Midnight. Not to worry, it was just an oil change, but being able to get an oil
change late at night is more fun than during the day, honest. Anyway, they
had a TV in the waiting area and, lo and behold, the Olympics are on:

Olympic Women's Beach Volleyball. USA vs the Czech Republic, which, though landlocked, put
up a helluva fight. I also thought those willowy Czech volleyball sirens wore their bikinis better
than our girls; our girls were on the brawny side, if you ask me. And although Greece has plenty
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of coastline, this match was, yes, on sand but in a sports arena, causing me to wonder if it's not at
the beach, why must they wear bikinis? Why? Why not tops and shorts or sweats or leotards or
something more comfortable-looking? Answers are welcome in the comments below.

Why do I mention all this? Well, it reminded me that I have a copy of Bikini Automatic #4 to
review! Yay! Bikini Automatic is adorable and if you can get a copy of this comic, do so! You will
smile and your friends will marvel at your complete and utter good taste and all around cool in the
indy comic realm. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08:26 AM PST [Link]

Thursday, August 19, 2004

Silly Daddy
Publisher: Reed Press

Review by William Wentworth-Sheilds

Joe Chiappetta's Silly Daddy collection is a funny, manically inventive, often very, very harrowing
series of autobiographical vignettes. He focuses a great deal on his daughter, Maria; the
animating force that connects many of the stories is his desire to be a good, worthy father, and to
live his life in an ethical, moral way, in order to create a better world for her.

His imagination is boundless; while the drawings are sometimes crude, the sense of invention
present is razor sharp, as is the emotional anguish and depth of feeling. Chiappetta unsparingly
depicts how his temper caused him to strike Maria, and the overwhelming shame he felt as a
result. The dissolution of his first marriage, his anguish at feeling his daughter growing closer to
her mother, and pulling away from him, and his conversion to Christianity are all portrayed with
unsparing emotion. [more]

Posted by William Wentworth Sheilds @ 01:12 PM PST [Link]

Monday, August 16, 2004

  

Review by William Wentworth-Sheilds

In noir, the line separating the sublime from ridiculous is whisper-thin. Kiss and Tell doesn't
straddle it well. The art is lush, distinctive, and stylish; the writing, pacing, and characterizations
are less competently handled. [more]

Posted by William Wentworth Sheilds @ 09:02 PM PST [Link]

Just a quick heads up to let y'all know TEX! comic has a domain all to itself now:
www.bushcomic.com. I believe Kathy LaFollett is going to review this for us when she gets it,
hurricanes allowing.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08:15 PM PST [Link]

In an interview with LHLS, Gareb Shamus, the founder and chairman of Wizard
Entertainment spoke of the comic book industry's need to continuously "re-invent"
itself, in order to grow, attract new talent, and bring new readers into the fold.

http://www.reedpress.com/books/1-59429-019-9.asp
http://gingermayerson.com/
http://www.reedpress.com/books/1-59429-019-9.asp
http://www.reedpress.com/graphica/
http://peppergray.org/
http://www.beckett.com/estore/_item_detail.asp?Action=View&ItemID=35380573&Area=1&eskin=comics
http://www.beckett.com/estore/_item_detail.asp?Action=View&ItemID=36461319&Area=1&eskin=comics
http://www.beckett.com/estore/_item_detail.asp?Action=View&ItemID=36461319&Area=1&eskin=comics
http://www.beckett.com/estore/_item_detail.asp?Action=View&ItemID=37249360&Area=1&eskin=comics
http://peppergray.org/
http://www.bushcomic.com/
http://www.bushcomic.com/
http://gingermayerson.com/
http://wizarduniverse.com/general/corporate.cfm
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The comic book industry may be small compared to other media concerns, and
people like Joss Whedon and Kevin Smith, guests at WizardWorld Chicago, are
"not doing it for the money, that's for sure, especially with the kind of dollars they

can get outside this industry." But with that comes a certain credibility. "So they can come into
this world and do comic books, because you know they love it, you know they want to do it."
[more]

Posted by William Wentworth Sheilds @ 06:05 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, August 15, 2004

We very seldom get first-person reports on acts of God, but we have one today from our reviewer
down Tampa way, Kathy LaFollett. We are all very glad she and her family are okay. Ed

Charley Stood Me Up…thank God.
By Kathy LaFollett

Living in a coastal location in Florida has one rule. You will dance with the Devil sometime
between June and November of any given year. August 13, 2004 the Devil's name was Charley.
And he stood me up…thank God. [more]

Posted by Editor @ 06:33 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, August 14, 2004

Imaginings: An Anthology of Long Short Fiction
Edited by Keith DeCandido

Published by Pocket Books
352 pages, $14.00

Review by Laurel Sutton

Novelettes are funny animals. At 8-15,000 words, they're way longer than your average short
story, way shorter than your average novel, and often confused with novellas, which usually run
15-40,000 words. Like any short fiction, they are whole discrete entities: characters are
introduced, the stage is set, and before you know it the plot has climaxed and it's all over. If it's a
good novelette, the point of the story has just whacked you right between the eyes before you
have time to catch your breath.

Anthologies are also a gamble – will there be enough variety to keep you reading? Will half the
stories be great and the rest suck? [more]

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 11:07 PM PST [Link]

Friday, August 13, 2004

The Darkness/The Incredible Hulk
Cover: Dale Keown 

Writer: Paul Jenkins 
Pencil: Dale Keown 
Colors: Matt Milla 
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Release Date: April 28, 2004 
32 pages, $2.99

"Two alumni of both The Darkness and The Hulk come together to tell this explosive story. The
Darkness is a violent killer and the Hulk is a violent pacifist. When those two worlds collide who
will remain standing? Can the Darkness stand in the face of the Hulk’s brute strength?"

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

The last time I read a Hulk comic book was probably in 1973 or so, and I never saw the movie,
either. Sometimes I think it's better to have some background on what we review here at the old J
LHLS, but then I think Hey! This thing needs to stand on its own! [more]

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 08:46 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, August 11, 2004

Something Rotten
Jasper Fforde

Publisher: Viking Books
ISBN: 0670033596

Review by Jessica Groper

As a bookworm, I've often wished that there were more appreciation of good literature in
mainstream society. When I make a Jane Austen inspired joke, it saddens me that so few people
realize how freaking funny I am. If you too are nostalgic for a world in which authors are as well
known as directors and characters replace actors in our gossip columns, then let me introduce
you to Jasper Fforde and his "Thursday Next" series. In this series of books, militant supporters of
the theory that Francis Bacon wrote all of Shakespeare's plays go door to door with pamphlets
and intimidation tactics. Audiences at productions of Hamlet scream out the lines and throw things
à la "Rocky Horror." The Crimean War has never ended, time travel is both possible and policed,
and some lucky people are able to leave the world of reality and enter the world of fiction, literally
getting lost in a good book. The heroine of these novels is Thursday Next, a literary detective in
England who hunts down Shakespeare forgeries and works to preserve the purity of the great
works of literature. By chance she ends up entering the world of fiction and interacting with literary
characters who, when they aren't actively participating in their books, have an entire government
and society. Thursday encounters Mr. Rochester from Jane Eyre, is apprenticed to Miss.
Havisham from Great Expectations, and brings Hamlet into the real world to help him deal with
his identity crisis and put an end to his ceaseless squabbling with Ophelia. [more]

Posted by Jessica Groper @ 07:12 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, August 10, 2004

Star Trek
A Time to Love – Book 5

By: Robert Greenberger
Published by: Pocket Books (a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.)
Visit: http://www.simonsays.com/st
*available as a downloadable eBook!

Review by Kathy LaFollett
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It’s a testament to the authors and cooperative publishing effort behind this series that I never
noticed I had read out of sync with the book releases. My last read was Book 3. Not paying
attention, I opened Book 5 and jumped right into the storyline. It was then (through the sharp eye
of my husband, who now is reading the series) I realized that I was missing Book 1 and Book 4.
Simon and Schuster were generous enough to immediately accommodate the missing books this
week. I’ll be submitting this review today, and backtracking to 1 and 4 to pick up the storyline. But
as the series is written and the authors support their peers within the life of the Enterprise crew it
amazes me that in release order or out, the books flourish and offer excellent reading and
imaginative scenarios. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 06:10 AM PST [Link]
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Saturday, August 7, 2004

Brownsville
Written by Neil Kleid, art by Jake Allen
196 pages
To be published in 2005 by NBM Publishing

"'Jewish gangster' isn't a term you hear much in post-Holocaust
society... but back when the Dodgers played in the East and licorice
cost a penny a bag, Brooklyn corners were lousy with semitic young
toughs looking for adventure and excitement - none more so than in
Brownsville."

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

I want to tell you all to run right out and buy this book - I like it that
much. But you CAN'T, because what I'm reviewing is a 14-page

preview that I got at Comic-Con. The actual book, a 196-page graphic novel, will be out in 2005
and even thought that's like 6 months away, I really really want the book NOW, please.

I love gangster stories, probably because my mother is an Italian lady from Brooklyn and at one
time dated a semi-made man ("I didn't like him. He tried to boss me around."). The Italians
always get the lion's share of attention for running the Business in the early 20th century, but their
Jewish counterparts were just as active. This graphic novel tells (will tell?) the story of two who
were members of Murder Incorporated, the Mafia's enforcement arm. [more]

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 10:56 PM PST [Link]
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The Worlds of Star Trek: Deep Space Nine (Vol. I)
By Una McCormack and Heather Jarman

Publisher: Star Trek; 2 Bks in 1 edition (June 1, 2004) 
ISBN: 0743483510

Review by Kathryn L. Ramage

Volume I of The Worlds of Star Trek: Deep Space Nine - the first of a new series from Pocket
Books - presumably sets the template for future volumes. This book features not a single novel,
but two novellas, each looking at a planet from the Trek universe, but unrelated except for their
mutual connection to Deep Space Nine.

The first story, Cardassia: The Lotus Flower by Una McCormack, is set after the end of the DS9
series, as the Federation helps to restore post-war, Dominion-devastated Cardassia. McCormack
uses well-established characters from DS9 as her key players: Elim Garak, and Miles and Keiko
O'Brien. Former spy/assassin/plain-and-simple tailor Garak has not only returned to his
homeworld, but he is working as part of the new Kardasi government ("At my time of life," he
laments, "to be reduced to upholding democracy!"). The O'Brien family have been stationed on
Cardassia; Keiko is the director of a project to develop fertile soil in a barren desert land, and she
encounters some problems with Cardassians who still hold xenophobic values, including a
terrorist organization called The True Way. When the arrival of a visiting Bajoran religious figure
sparks an incident - in the very contemporary form of a child suicide bomber - these three main
characters each acts in their own way to resolve the tense and suspenseful situation: Keiko from
the inside, Miles anxiously outside (working with Gul Macet, who bears a striking resemblance to
the belated Gul Dukat*), and Garak going back into his past to find his own means of dealing with
The True Way. [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 07:51 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, August 3, 2004

Loki #1
Cover By: Esad Ribic

Writer: Rob Rodi
Published by Marvel

Review by Chad Denton

I admit it, I've always been a sucker for supervillain origin stories or tales told from the perspective
of the villain. Even when I was a kid and just getting into the colorful universes of superheroes,
the villains always seemed more interesting to me: after all, one could often relate to their motives
more often. Who hasn't wanted to stick it to the smart and smug guy, like how Dr. Doom wants to
humiliate and destroy Reed Richards? Who hasn't secretly wished that a Magneto would hurl
men like David Duke or Fred Phelps into the middle of the Pacific Ocean and leave them to die?

Loki is a particularly interesting case. Maybe even more than Dr. Doom or Magneto, his mission
is a highly personal one. All he really wants is to humiliate his overbearing stepbrother, Thor. If
the best way to do it is actually take over their world, Asgard, then so be it. This story, which may
or may not be canonical (I'm not really up on my recent Thor continuity, so I actually don't know),
asks the question of what would happen if Loki actually did manage to throw his brother in chains

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/0743483510/qid%3D1091932933/sr%3D8-4
http://marsimports.com/display_comic.php?ID=8737&affiliateID=20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/0743483510/qid%3D1091932933/sr%3D8-4
http://www.simonsays.com/content/content.cfm?sid=44&pid=489531
http://marsimports.com/display_comic.php?ID=8737&affiliateID=20
http://www.marvel.com/
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and take the throne of Asgard. Would he find satisfaction or is the only satisfaction he can ever
have is in the thrill of the fight? Does Loki even really want to defeat Thor? [more]

Posted by Chad Denton @ 05:58 PM PST [Link]

Avengers #500
Cover By: David Finch

Writer: Brian Michael Bendis
Pencils: David Finch
Inks: Danny Miki
Published by Marvel

Review by Chad Denton

Here at last is not only a hugely important anniversary issue (according to the numerology that
serves as a religion for superhero serials), but the first part of the much-hyped "Avengers
Disassembled" issue which had quite a few preludes in other titles up to this point. The title alone
doesn't provide much of an indicator as to why this story should be a big deal: after all, one of the
motifs of the Avengers is that the line-up is often in flux and its members don't quite get along as
well as other superhero teams. Besides, we know there has to be an Avengers team or else there
won't be much point in having a series, unless the creators are planning to do what Chris
Claremont did with the X-Men in the late '80s and follow the wanderings of individual members for
years. [more]

Posted by Chad Denton @ 05:58 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, August 1, 2004

Forever Barbie: The Unauthorized Biography of a Real Doll
Written by M.G. Lord

Walker Publishing Company, Inc. , 2004

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

"Forever Barbie" tells you everything you wanted to know about Barbie, as well as some things
you really didn't want to know, from the point of view of a former Barbie owner, as well as
someone whose view of womanhood was shaped by the childhood trauma of losing her mother to
breast cancer. Whether you love Barbie, hate her, or are just plain indifferent to her, you've got to
read this book for the sheer satisfaction of discovering the truth about one of our most popular
cultural icons. Let's face it, Barbie is to dolls what Elvis Presley is to rock music and Marilyn
Monroe is to glamour.

What can you say about a gal who has everything? Everything that you never had growing up,
like good looks, lots of pretty clothes, cars, houses, glamorous jobs, a good-looking boyfriend
who never makes sexual demands--that's our Barbie, the "teenage fashion model" doll created in
1959 by Ruth Handler and named after her daughter Barbara. Ruth founded Mattel Creations with
her husband Elliot in 1945; the idea for a child's doll with a woman's body came to her when she
saw her daughter and her friends playing with paper dolls who were "never the playmate or baby
type," but rather "the teenage, high-school, college, or adult-career type." ("Forever Barbie",
Para.3, page 29) [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 06:16 PM PST [Link]
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Post Office
A Novel By Charles Bukowski

Published by Ecco Press

A review (of sorts) by Ginger Mayerson

Henry Chinaski is the spiritual father of Customers Suck.

From Part One:

I caught all this a she rushed at me. I was sliding the registered letter back into the pouch.
She screamed, "Give me my letter!"
She grabbed the letter and ran to the door, opened it and ran in.
God damn! You couldn't come back without either the registered letter or a signature! You even
had to sign in and out with the things.
"HEY!" I went after her and jammed my foot into the door just in time.
"Go away! Go away! You're an evil man!"
"Look, lady! You've got to sign for that letter! I can't let you have it that way! You are robbing the
United States mails!"
"Go away, evil man!
I put all my weight against the door and pushed into the room. It was dark in there. All the shades
in the house were down.
"Either give me the letter back or sign for it." ... I showed her where to sign.
She handed back the pen... Then she was in front of the door, arms spread across. The letter
was on the floor. "Evil evil evil man! You came here to rape me!"
"Look lady, let me by." With one hand I tried to push her aside. She clawed one side of my face,
good. I dropped my bag, my cap fell off, and as I held a handkerchief to the blood she came up
and raked the other side. (pg 37)

So the next time you're having a bad day with a customer, I want you think of old Henry Chinaski
and ask yourself: What would Hank do?

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 06:00 PM PST [Link]

SpecWar

Not exactly reviewed by Ginger Mayerson

Sometimes, rarely, but sometimes I come across something that simply defies Mayersonization
and this time, it's SpecWar. Although I did like #8 (Pirates!), I just couldn't connect enough with
this comic to say, well, anything about it.

I originally thought it would be like the DARPA.gov website and be about, y'know, speculative
warfare, but it's not. I find the DARPA website rather scary; I'm a secretary for a medical
researcher so some of the concepts at DARPA are familiar, but designed to kill, not heal.
However, our lab is applying for a DoD grant in medicine (the healing kind) and the online
submission site is possibly even more scary than the DARPA site. Leave it to the DoD... oh never
mind.

Anyway, these comics (#2-8) are very well drawn and produced and even though I didn't get it,
I'm sending them to another J LHLS reviewer who might get it. I do have a thought on the next
comic convention Mr. Lauria (who was very charming to me) attends, I think he might spruce up

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0876850867/qid%3D1058333150/sr%3D2-1/gingermayerso-20
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his booth or table with camouflage or bunting or something; I recall it being rather plain. He might
also see if the military will lend him some guys and gals in uniform to talk to the potential
customers. I mean, if he's at CCSD next year, there's more military around there than you can
shake a stick at.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 05:59 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, July 31, 2004

The Ballad of Sleeping Beauty
Writer: Gabriel Benson

Beckett Comics

Reviewed by Jane Seaton

Gabriel Benson crowds Hawthorne and Atiyeh's vividly realised Old West scenery with people
and plots we already know. Sure, there's Sleeping Beauty, but we've also met the cynical, and
irritatingly cryptic, old timer who educates the rube, we've heard the night-before-the-hanging
confessions, and we've dared to hope for the last-minute-before-the-hanging rescues. We may
not have shared ghost stories in the shadow of a gallows, but we know the formula. And if we're
not North Americans with wagon train folklore flowing in our veins, we're familiar with it through
the medium of film and TV, and it resonates and enriches the Ballad of Sleeping Beauty so much
that I was surprised to pick up the comic again a few days after I first read it and find there were
only 24 fairly uncrowded pages.

This comic is a blend of good old wines poured into a new wineskin, and your reviewer awaits
issue #2 with eager anticipation, to see if anything is going to burst.

(Here at J LHLS World Headquarters, we just got a copy of Sleeping Beauty #2, thank you
Beckett Comics, and will be sending it to Jane ASAP. Ed)

Posted by Jane Seaton @ 08:53 PM PST [Link]

Prince Valiant Vol. 50
Vikings on the Isle of Man
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http://www.fantagraphics.com/classic/val/valiant.html
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Published by Fantagraphics

Reviewed by Chad Denton

Comics, especially the comics page of the Sunday newspaper, aren't exactly the most diversified
medium, but it's always seemed strange to me that historical stories haven't made more of a
splash with comics in any form. History is just one endless mine of good stories and interesting
characters, while the highly visual nature of comics would lend itself well to a historic yarn. Maybe
the thought of having to research the architecture and costumes needed is too much for most
artists, but, as people like Jerry Bruckheimer demonstrate time and time and time again, historical
accuracy doesn't even rank twenty-seventh on many people's list of priorities. [more]

Posted by Chad Denton @ 08:52 PM PST [Link]

Monday, July 26, 2004

Comic con 2004 swag:
REVIEWED "House of Reeds", Thomas Harlan, www.throneworld.com; 
"Tex", Mike Wellman et al.,Political satire, includes CD, www.bushcomic.com; 
REVIEWED "Gone South" 1 and 2, Mike Wellman et al.,Yankee vampire gals in the deep South,
http://www.angelfire.com/ca6/pinballcomics/atomicbasement.html. There was a major art shift in
this duo. If this were a film, it would look like William Wyler directed the first one and Ingmar
Bergman directed the second. 
"B.A.B.E.Force", "Jurassic Trailer Park" and Free Comic book day book,
http://forcewerks.com/fwpublish.html; 
REVIEWED "Specwar" 2-8, Frank A. Lauria, Warfare comic, http://peterfour.com. (I've no idea
what's on this site because I'm on dial-up); 
Family Reunion, Sean Steward and Steve Lieber. Based on characters from the novel "Perfect
Circle", http://www.unrewarding.com/steve/; 
REVIEWED "Wanted - Death Row Edition", Top Cow, Mark Millar et al., http://topcow.com/.
(Top Cow's site hates dial-up, too); 
REVIEWED "Same Difference and Other Stories", Derek Kirk Kim. Top Shelf,
http://topshelfcomix.com/, (just won an Eisner); 
REVIEWED "Carnet De Voyage", Craig Thompson. Top Shelf, http://topshelfcomix.com/. (just
won an Eisner); 
REVIEWED "The Collected Gothic Nights", David Barbour et al., Rebel Studios. Quite a lot for
the Vampire/Werewolf porn aficionado in this floppy. I dunno, see if you can google a webpage for
this thing. 
REVIEWED "Bikini Automatic" #4, Ken and Maggie Wright. This little comic is a riot. I managed
to miss it at APE, but I'm glad I found it at Comic Con. http://kenwrightonline.com; 
"Vice", Anson Jew, http://www.satnitesite.8k.com/news.html; 
REVIEWED "Between the Cracks", Harris O'Malley, http://www.studiounderhill.com/comics.html;

REVIEWED "Berserker: The Wild Hunt", Jens Altmann,
http://www.studiounderhill.com/comics.html.
Stay tuned for reviews!

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10:13 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, July 23, 2004

Deficiency
By Andrew Neiderman

This edition: Mass Market Paperback
Pub. Date: 08/2004
ISBN: 0743483219
List Price: $7.99

Reviewed by Jessica Groper

This review contains details of plot and character; please proceed at your own risk. Thank you.

In 1997, Andrew Neiderman hit the jackpot when his book The Devil's Advocate was made into a
movie starring Keanu Reeves and Al Pacino. His newest book is called Deficiency, and I couldn't
help thinking that Neiderman wrote this book with the hopes that it would also make the transition
from page to screen. Deficiency tells the story of a young doctor, Terri, who finds herself in the
middle of a mysterious rash of unexplainable deaths. Only just established in her own practice,
Terri finds herself trying to treat patients who are dying of severe vitamin deficiencies. A young
woman who was healthy and active in the morning shows up in the E.R. with an extreme case of
scurvy that turns fatal before her complete lack of vitamin C can be corrected. Terri is confused
and alarmed as similar deaths occur in her small upstate New York town. With no medical
explanation for how these deaths could have been caused, Terri can't help questioning her own
skills as a doctor. Meanwhile, the perpetrator of these attacks settles into the sleepy town to enjoy
the easy pickings. His victims are all women that he lured with his extraordinary good looks and
his almost hypnotic charm. The manner in which this character sucks the life out of his victims is
never completely explained, but it involves supernatural sex. After each supernatural sexual
encounter, the unnamed character revels in his godlike appearance and strength. But as his

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0743483219/qid%253D1090635888/sr%253D11-1/ref%253Dsr%5F11%5F1/gingermayerso-20
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0743483219/qid%253D1090635888/sr%253D11-1/ref%253Dsr%5F11%5F1/gingermayerso-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/6305065551/qid%3D1090636337/sr%3D1-1
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0743483219/qid%253D1090635888/sr%253D11-1/ref%253Dsr%5F11%5F1/gingermayerso-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0743483219/qid%253D1090635888/sr%253D11-1/ref%253Dsr%5F11%5F1/gingermayerso-20
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periods of weakness grow closer together and more frequent, he begins to question his
existence. He does not know where he comes from or how he came to be. He has trouble
remembering events in the recent past and yet, a nagging feeling tells him that he is being
pursued and must continue moving. It turns out one of his pursuers is the FBI, and as Terri gets
drawn further into the case she learns about the mystery man in her community. Is he responsible
for these deaths? How does he commit them? Is he schizophrenic; alternately committing the
crimes and then trying to solve them? [more]

Posted by Jessica Groper @ 07:40 PM PST [Link]

Wither's Legacy
A Wendy Ward Novel

By John Passarella
This edition: Mass Market Paperback
Pub. Date: 10/2004
ISBN: 0743484797
List Price: $7.99

Reviewed by Jessica Groper

This review contains details of plot and character; please proceed at your own risk. Thank you.

Let's say I'm a writer. I want to write a supernatural novel. I create my characters and my plot and
it all goes well. I get published and a good response that merits my writing a second book about
the same characters. Assuming the publishers and readers are still pleased, I am now poised on
the brink of turning my supernatural novel into a series of supernatural novels. I can only guess
that this is roughly the way John Passarella came to produce Wither's Legacy, the third book in
his Wendy Ward series. Unfortunately Passarella seems to have gotten lost in his pursuit of the
supernatural series and lost sight of the individual novel he was creating.

Because I had not read the first two books in this series I was worried that I wouldn't be able to
follow the plot. Not to worry, Passarella and his characters rehash the past for a good two thirds
of the entire book. The young Wiccan, Wendy Ward and her posse of friends: Kayla, Hannah,
Alex, and Abby have all been deeply traumatized by their narrow escapes from the dark magical
forces that keep popping up around them. All of the evil schemes by Wendy's arch nemesis the
witch Wither are retold as each character deals with his or her own emotional and physical scars.
The characters are so self-involved that it is only halfway through the book that Wendy even
realizes she is being hunted by a demon and that her life and the lives of many others are again
at stake. [more]

Posted by Jessica Groper @ 07:39 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, July 21, 2004

Marvel Age Spider-Man #5
Plot by Stan Lee & Steve Ditko
Script by Daniel Quantz
Penciled by Jonboy Meyers & Mark Brooks
Covers by Mark Brooks
“Who is Dr. Curt Connors, and what has he done to lure Peter
Parker and J. Jonah Jameson to the darkest corners of the
Florida Everglades? What secrets lurk in this alien landscape?
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http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0743484797/qid%253D1090635973/sr%253D11-1/ref%253Dsr%5F11%5F1/gingermayerso-20
http://www.marvel.com/catalog/showcomic.htm?id=1589&format=comic
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MARVEL AGE continues to thrill as Spider-Man battles the
Lizard in their unforgettable first encounter! Plus: One of
Spider-Man's original nemeses returns! The Vulture is back,
and he's looking for revenge!”
32 pages, $2.25
Issue #5 UPC: 5960605505-00511

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

NB: The image you see here is the interior first page of the
comic. Marvel doesn’t have the cover up at their website,
despite the fact that the thing came out on June 2, 2004, and
they didn’t include the cover in the pdf I got to review. So I

saved this image for you, dear reader, as it is crucial to my revessay.

Review: Steve Ditko never drew Spider-Man with a basket like this. I mean, look at this thing!
He’s got an armadillo in his trousers! Let me assure you that the art continues in this vein, so to
speak. Peter Parker is hung like a horse.
[more]

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 11:14 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, July 18, 2004

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 4

This issue of the Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society is dedicated to William Benson.
Editorial
by Ginger Mayerson

Posted by Editor @ 07:35 PM PST [Link]

From the eleventh century onwards, foreign invasions into Northern India and Punjab caused the
gradual disintegration of the fabric of the society, its law and order, and the political traditions of
its people. It was a nasty blow to the society at large and its cultural traditions.
A Brief History of Punjabi Poetry
By Durlabh Singh

Posted by Editor @ 07:33 PM PST [Link]

Every other Monday
Moonlighting
By William Benson

Posted by Editor @ 07:32 PM PST [Link]

http://www.marvel.com/catalog/showcomic.htm?id=1589&format=comic
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In six weeks or so I'll be forty-one years of age. This is not a matter of grave importance, or a
substantive statement toward my own value as a human. But, this gateway does usher in an
epiphany of sorts for me as mother, wife, daughter, and female.
Zen and Zoom
By Kathy LaFollett

Posted by Editor @ 07:31 PM PST [Link]

The doctor will see you soon
The Doctor Will See You
By Robert Tribble

Posted by Editor @ 07:30 PM PST [Link]

There are arguments now being advanced for making cloning (and other high tech reproductive
interventions) illegal.
Sermitorial
By Jane Seaton

Posted by Editor @ 07:29 PM PST [Link]

I began that day as all serious authors begin their days: I brewed some coffee then lunged at the
computer to check my Amazon.com sales rank.
I Was Stalked on Amazon.com
By Allison Burnett

Posted by Editor @ 07:28 PM PST [Link]

The biggest danger facing the U.S. right now is ignorance. Ignorance and apathy. This
administration is screwing this country over for years and years to come and so many people
have the attitude that it is treasonous to disagree with our government's shady-assed behavior.
It's absurd. People are slowly waking up, though.
An Interview with Keith Knight
By Ginger Mayerson and Laurel Sutton

Posted by Editor @ 07:26 PM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, July 14, 2004

Canvas
by Alex Fellows

Fantagraphics Books

Reviewed by Jane Seaton

I wonder if Mrs Kent Sr buys superhero comics for those bittersweet moments when you
recognise yourself in a story. 'That's SO what it feels like to be Superman's mom!'. After all, you
can't share those self doubts, those little guilt trips, with your girlfriends when your son's big
secret is that big. You'd need make contact with some comic writers if you wanted a friend who
really understood.

But I'm going to have to revise my long held assumptions about graphic novels. It's no longer
about battling Evil, saving the American Way of Life and having a space capsule buried under
your barn. 'Canvas' is firmly set in the kind of world I inhabit, drinking in the kitchen while my
children party. It's also a novel dealing with parental angst and teenage alienation that is more
powerful because it packs the narrative into a graphic format. By the end, I was barely registering
that the heroine's parents are a pig and a frog. Or is he a frog? He looks more like a trash can to
me. Maybe this is a novel about parental alienation and teenage angst. Maybe Fellows is simply
using the conventions of fairy tales in a new format. [more]

Posted by Jane Seaton @ 08:45 PM PST [Link]

Monday, July 12, 2004

Just a reminder that October 1, 2004 is the the next essay deadline for the next issue of LHLS.
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Please see the editorial policy and submission guidelines, and feel free to contact us if you have
any questions, thank you. Hope we see you on October 1.

Review materials may be sent to:

J LHLS
PO Box 31531

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Posted by Editor @ 10:50 PM PST [Link]

The Classic Pinup Art of Jack Cole
Edited by Alex Chun

Publisher: Fantagraphics Books
Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

I own a nice collection of art books representing talent from comics, graphic novels, magazines
and fine art. Until recently I never realized that every artist I’ve chosen creates nothing but the
exaggerated female form. Frazetta, Bizley, Ward, Mozert, Madureira and others grace my library
shelves. As of this month, Jack Cole joins the grouping. I met Jack Cole at the tender age of 11 (if
I remember right). I found a hidden stash of Playboy magazines in the basement, curiosity drove
me to see what was behind the cover as I stumbled onto his drawings. These were old
magazines and at the time I had no idea what they were FOR, but the cartoons struck hard and I
just looked at the lines in wonderment. I ignored the jokes, mostly because I didn’t get the jokes.
And I didn’t bother with the rest, because as a little girl, that was a bit WEIRD. Not too long after
my discovery, the magazines disappeared. And I never saw Jack Cole again until I was old
enough to seek his work out on my own. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 06:17 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, July 10, 2004

The Great Comic Book Heroes
By Jules Feiffer

Fantagraphics

Reviewed by Kathryn L. Ramage

Fantagraphics has reprinted this 1965 essay in which Jules Feiffer - novelist, screenwriter, and
long-time cartoonist for The Village Voice - looks back on the classic comic books of the 1930s
and '40s that inspired his early love of the cartoon art and set him on first steps toward his own
career.

Separate chapters are dedicated to the major superheroes of the era: Superman, Superman's
clones (particularly Captain Marvel), Batman, the Spirit. Feiffer also looks briefly at the super-
patriotic comics published during World War II, recalls his own early jobs in the shlock comic
houses, and comments on Frederic Wertham's Seduction of the Innocent. (That 1954 book that
decried the violence and sexual content in comic books; it was Wertham who first publicized the
theory that Batman and Robin were a homosexual fantasy - as if it were a bad thing - and his work
instigated the Comics Production Code, which cleaned up and, some say, gutted the comic book
industry.) Superman is Feiffer's declared favorite, and it shows. I found Feiffer's insights into the
appeal of the all-powerful Superman for an essentially powerless child to be one of the most
interesting sections of the essay; in particular, his examination of Superman's psyche regarding
the choice of alter-ago Clark Kent and Superman/Clark's relationship with Lois Lane was
fascinating. I would love to quote this entire passage, but since runs for several pages, I will have
to content myself with just a sample:

"It seems that among Lois Lane, Clark Kent, and Superman there existed a schizoid and chaste

http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=search/search/&searchtype=kw&searchfor=The%20Great%20Comic%20Book%20Heroes
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menage a trios. Clark Kent loved but felt abashed with Lois Lane; Superman saved Lois Lane
when she was in trouble, found her a pest the rest of the time. Since Superman and Clark Kent
were the same person this behavior demands explanation. It can't be that Kent wanted Lois to
respect him for himself, since himself was Superman. Then, it appears he wanted Lois to respect
him for his fake self, to love him when he acted the coward, to be there when he pretended he
needed her." [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 10:00 PM PST [Link]

Y, The Last Man, Trades 1-3
Publisher: DC Comics

Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

"It’s the Women, Y.”

I highly recommend you read Ginger’s excellent review along with mine of this series. Y All the
Misogyny in "Y, The Last Man"?

I love roller coasters. I love them because I KNOW they will scare me, I KNOW they will make me
feel like I’m going to drop out of the sky, I KNOW they are faster than I like to go, I KNOW they
are loopier and zigzaggier than I like to go, and most of all I KNOW it’s just a ride that was built
specifically for that purpose and the feelings are real, but the outcome will never be; My death
from riding one.

And so it is with “Y, The Last Man”. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 01:16 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, July 3, 2004

Me and Edith Head
By Sara Ryan and Steve Lieber

16 pages, $2.00 (you can pay by Paypal!)
Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

If you go to the website for this little book you will see all sorts of rave reviews. What else can I
add to that? I agree wholeheartedly. The story, about a positive change of direction in a young
woman's life, is beautifully and succinctly told, with pain leavened by humor, and more than one
lesson learned. The art is comic-booky but not unrealistic, with a lot of details that add texture.
Wouldn't it be great if life was really like this – that in your adolescent years someone reassured
you it would get better, and that you, yes you, could make it better? Maybe this story will inspire
us all to reassure someone, and give them hope beyond high school.

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 10:15 PM PST [Link]

Star Trek: Strange New Worlds VII
Edited by Dean Wesley Smith
Published by Pocket Books
304 pages; $14.95
ISBN: 074348780X

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Summary: Fanfic becomes profic. Again.

http://www.unrewarding.com/steve/edith.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/074348780X/qid%3D1088911602/sr%3D8-1
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.unrewarding.com/steve/edith.html
http://hackenbush.org/hackenbloggers/laurel.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/074348780X/qid%3D1088911602/sr%3D8-1


J LHLS Archives: July 2004

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-06272004-07032004.htm[4/27/2019 2:42:13 PM]

Review: What's the difference between fanfic and profic, anyway? Is it just that you get paid for
one and not the other? It can't be the quality of the writing; I've read lots of horrible profic and lots
of incredible fanfic. It must be the blessing of John Ordover, who has long been in charge of the
SNW collections: he raiseth his hand and behold! Fanfic is transubstantiated into profic! And
Paramount owns the rights to it, throughout the universe and in perpetuity! [more]

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 09:57 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, June 30, 2004

ElfQuest
The Searcher and the Sword

By: Wendy and Richard Pini
Published by: DC Comics
Visit: http://www.dccomics.com and http://elfquest.com
ISBN: 1401201830

Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

Whimsy is the word that came to mind when I thought of ElfQuest. The art, words, storylines and
characters wove a tapestry of lighthearted yet painfully sincere emotional interplay.

And so, years have passed with no new visions from Wendy and Richard, until now.

July 7 will usher in a bright, colorful and ever promising reintroduction to Wendy’s personal
Epoch, ElfQuest. WARP (Wendy and Richard Pini Graphics) haven’t lost their touch with this
series and these lovely characters. [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 02:53 PM PST [Link]

Star Trek – Book 3: A Time to Sow
By: Dayton Ward & Kevin Dilmore

Published by: Pocket Books (a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.)
Visit: http://www.simonsays.com/st

*available as a downloadable eBook!

Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

With the Federation Politicos still wincing, the Ontailians still having their undies in a bind, and the
echo of the Rashanar incident ringing in everyone’s ears we find The Enterprise, again Captained
by our daring Jean-Luc Picard, heading toward an unknown and unvisited corner of space (which
by definition is what Starfleet is all about). [more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 01:04 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, June 29, 2004

Bukowski: Born into This
Directed by John Dullaghan.

Reviewed by Russell Smith

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/1401201830/qid%3D1088649219/sr%3D8-1
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http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0342150/
http://hackenbush.org/hackenbloggers/laurel.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/1401201830/qid%3D1088649219/sr%3D8-1
http://www.dccomics.com/
http://elfquest.com/
http://www.visionized.com/
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I recommend this movie. If for nothing else, it's camp value. The best parts of the movie show
clips of the man, reading poetry and ripping a heckler a new one, guzzling hooch in grainy,
nostalgic footage. This was at the beginning of the movie. It slowly descends into a crypt of
schmalz that would make Bukowski, if he were alive, puke up a half gallon of bourbon in disgust.
But let's get back to the good parts.

Did you know that Bukowski was married to a woman with no neck who he met in a lonely hearts
ad? They wrote back and forth for a while and then they decided to get married, sight unseen.
Granted, Bukowski was no Adonis, but the still photo of this unfortunate woman arm and arm with
the Buk was worth the price of admission. It appears he sponged off her income and tormented
her for two years before she threw in the towel and fled back to Ohio. [more]

Posted by Russell Smith @ 10:25 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, June 27, 2004

The Bubble of American Supremacy: Correcting the Misuse of American Power
George Soros

Public Affairs Books
$22.00

Reviewed by Daniel Drennan

There is something gratifying in the arrival of this book from George Soros, who has made no
bones about his desire to see George W. Bush out of office. Along with any number of other
books that are currently targeting the Bush administration and its policies in Iraq, Soros's book
tries to put into perspective the players, events, and the stage of our current foreign policy,
comparing the crisis of our foreign policy to a stock market bubble, which, when its reality
surpasses the ability of people to believe otherwise, causes it to burst. Coming from a market
capitalist, his words carry a certain weight, and are not as easily dismissed as those from the Left.
This, however, is also a weakness of the book, in the sense that if you disagree with the idea that
the free market is a workable idea, then you are going to have problems with some of Soros's
solutions. Likewise, in encapsulating certain topics in order to prove points, Soros leaves much
out. Granted, a lot of the topics are extremely complicated, but at certain points while reading the
book I felt as if there should have been a note added: "Read Paul Krugman's The Return of
Depression Economics; "Read Alain Ménargues's Les secrets de la guerre du Liban ; this book by
Edward Said; this book by Noam Chomsky; etc. That said, The Bubble of American Supremacy
spells out Soros's basic tenets: George Bush is a danger to "open" societies and must be put out
of office, and Bush is a theocrat who was waiting for an event of major proportions to put into play
his Party's platform--that has its origins in Ronald Reagan and before him, Barry Goldwater--of
American supremacy. Whether you agree with his market-based methods is another point; but
the very fact that he has been targeted (and I mean targeted) by the Right in this country points
up how much he is seen as dangerous, and therefore needs to be listened to. [more]

Posted by Daniel Drennan @ 07:17 PM PST [Link]
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Sunday, June 20, 2004

The Devil in the Design
Edited by Monte Beauchamp

Publisher: Fantagraphics
ISBN 1560975423

Reviewed by Kathryn L. Ramage

He knows when you've been bad or good… so be good for goodness sake!

The Krampus is a sort of anti-Santa, a devil in European folklore who acts as a "dark servant" to
St. Nicholas. Author/designer Monte Beauchamp explains:

"In Austria, for example, [Christmas] festivities are well underway by December 6th, on St.
Nikolaus Day–when God grants the legendary bishop a return visit to earth. He arrives bearing
gifts, his big Book of Sins, and is joined by his controversial companion, the Krampus. As
Nikolaus travels door to door doling out gifts to boys and girls who've been goldenly good all
year, those who have behaved badly are dealt with by the Krampus." (p. 40) [more]

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 01:19 PM PST [Link]

[Archive Index] [Main Index]
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Friday, June 18, 2004

Star Trek - Book 2: A Time to Die
By: John Vornholt
Published by: Pocket Books (a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.)
Visit: http://www.simonsays.com/st

*available as a downloadable eBook!

Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

I am a fan of Star Trek. I am not an obsessed fan, or Trekkie. I watched reruns when convenient
back in the 70s and 80s. Spock was my favorite. My favorite line from Star Trek; “Damn it Jim! I’m
a doctor not a magician!” Well, maybe that wasn’t a real line, but we’ve all used it once in our
lives.

My approach to this series was a bit reserved. I don’t read fiction. And I normally try to avoid
books that are spawned from television. But nevertheless, I am quite smitten with Jean-Luc
Picard and The Next Generation was a scheduled diversion at times so I felt somewhat intrigued.
[more]

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 08:31 AM PST [Link]

Wednesday, June 16, 2004

In webcomic news: United Media has decided to run Pibgorn (see Naked Flying Babes and
An Interview with Brooke McEldowney at J LHLS Issue 3) from strip number 21 (the first 20 are
available online for free). This started on June 13, so get a move on; UnitedMedia only makes the
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archive available for 30 days unless you pay for access. Go. Enjoy!

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:47 PM PST [Link]

It's a Bird
by Steven T. Seagle
Publisher: DC Vertigo; (May 1, 2004) 
ISBN: 1401201091

Reviewed by Chad Denton

Believe it or not, there are a few rules and regulations writers of all
media risk disobeying at their own peril. One of the most important ones
is: "Never, ever write a story about writing." You can probably get away

with having a novelist or a scriptwriter as a protagonist, but you risk the wrath of the gods if you
have the audacity to base a story on the process of writing. well, sure, Joseph Heller got away
with it with "Portrait of the Artist as an Old Man" (but he literally got away with it just because he
was Joseph Heller), but it's a very risky thing to do, unless you have the background and the
genius to pull it off without seeming like you're treating the audience to a huge indulgent exercise.
Many writers are so full of both megalomania and self-loathing (myself not excluded) that it's hard
for the typical reader to relate terribly well. [more]

Posted by Chad Denton @ 08:17 PM PST [Link]

One-Car Caravan
By Walter Shapiro

Publisher: PublicAffairs Books; 1st edition (November 4, 2003) 
ISBN: 1586481878

Reviewed by Julia Hendricks

Let's start with who, what, where, when, why and how.

Walter Shapiro is a political columnist for USA Today. He decided at the beginning of the runup to
the early primaries to write the untold story of the candidates and their campaigns before
everyone starts to pay attention, and he took off for New Hampshire.

That, for better or for worse, is not what the book turned out to be about. There are some
interesting, somewhat limited character studies - Edwards is charming and has been tested,
Lieberman reminds Shapiro of his relatives, Dean is fractious, Kerry can be poked into losing his
composure in a reserved way, Gephardt never had a chance and Al Sharpton (who Shapiro does
not approve of) is not a stupid man. There's one juicy detail here which, although it was only
mentioned in passing, I'm surprised we haven't heard about elsewhere, considering - according to
Shapiro, Joe Trippi tried to talk Dean out of opposing the war. He didn't think it would be a popular
stand. [more]

Posted by Julia Hendricks @ 08:15 PM PST [Link]

Broken Bow
Novelization by Diane Carey from the teleplay by Rick Berman and Brannon Braga 

Publisher: Pocket Books/Star Trek
ISBN: 0743470621
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Reviewed by Jane Melander

How did humankind finally take those first bold steps into space? What were the struggles that
they had to overcome in getting there? What dangers did they encounter? What beauty and
incredible sights did they discover? How did humankind, itself, evolve as their horizons grew
beyond their own solar system? And how did a fledgling, Earth-based organization called Star
Fleet eventually evolve into a far greater entity--forging a Federation of Planets that reached
across an entire galaxy and countless cultures and life forms? [more]

Posted by Jane Melander @ 08:10 PM PST [Link]

Monday, June 14, 2004

Van Helsing's Night Off
Writer/Artist: Nicolas Mahler
Publisher: Top Shelf Comix
ISBN: 1891830384

Reviewed by Chad Denton

Newspaper comics: no one you know reads them, or rather admits to it, but you'll probably get
more than a few who'll proudly claim they zero in to only the 'edgier' fare like "Boondocks" or
"Doonesbury" or rare acceptable-to-call-acceptable hits like "Get Fuzzy" or "Calvin & Hobbes,"
but those don't seem to count anyway. No, mostly I'm referring to the old classics that have stuck
around on the paper and on the cultural consciousness like soap operas. Their names almost
read like a catalogue of Olympian gods or Batman villains: "Blondie," "Garfield," "Wizard of Id,"
"Hagar the Horrible," "For Better or for Worse," and, most infamous and wretched of all, "Family
Circus." The format is deceptively basic: simple and allegedly funny jokes given in the visual and
textual equivalent of a shot glass. Yet, looking through all the bland gags repeated ad nauseam
(Garfield's owner is a loser! Blondie's husband is lazy! Today's "B.C." strip has eerie Christian
undertones!), it's easy to get the idea that the brief humorous comic strip is a medium that dooms
its inhabitants to eventual stale-dom. Even "Peanuts," once a legendary strip, eventually became
almost as redundant as the decades-old marketing blitzkreig that is "Garfield." But, fortunately,
every now and then, something comes along to remind people what it could be. [more]

Posted by Chad Denton @ 10:49 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, June 13, 2004

I was raised on baseball. [more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 04:37 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, June 12, 2004

Eats, Shoots & Leaves: The Zero Tolerance Approach to Punctuation
By Lynne Truss
Published by Gotham Books
240 pages; $17.50
ISBN: 1592400876

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

I’ve been wanting a copy of this book ever since I read about it in a British
newspaper, oh, around Christmas. Thought about spending the $25 or so that it

would cost me to buy it via UK Amazon and decided to be patient and wait for it to be published in
the US – and here it is! And I didn’t have even have to buy my own copy because Burt got it for a
present, autographed by the author, even, when she was reading at Cody’s in Berkeley. [more]

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 10:24 PM PST [Link]

Captain's Peril
By William Shatner and Judith and Garfield Reeves-Stevens
Published by Pocket Books; 400 pages, $6.99
ISBN: 0671021281

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Plot Summary: Kirk and Picard are buds. (Please continue to suspend your
disbelief. I know, it’s very hard.) They go on vacation together to Bajor (I know
what you’re thinking and I want you to stop it right now) and solve a murder. Kirk
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remembers his first command crisis, when a crew member died on him. Other people die. Picard
dies – no wait, he doesn't. There's a big squid that lives in an inland ocean and which is
possessed by a Bajoran spirit. It's the last of its kind, but when Kirk rips out its innards, causing
species extinction, that's a good thing. Then the galaxy turns into dust, or something; the book
isn't too clear on that. 
[more]

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 09:51 PM PST [Link]

William Benson (?-2004), J LHLS's Poetry and Fiction Editor.

Posted by Editor @ 10:11 AM PST [Link]

Wednesday, June 9, 2004

Shrek 2

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Ginger and I are going to Comic-Con this summer and I am so excited because, among other
special guests, June Foray will be there! June Foray is a legend in the world of voice work – her
list of credits is a mile long and she (along with Bea Benaderet) did the female voices for all of the
classic Warner Brothers cartoons of the 40s, 50s, and 60s. She has 150 voice credits in the
IMDB! She was the glue for all the Jay Ward cartoons. All of her voices had depth, and feeling,
and were funny as hell besides.

Cameron Diaz, who plays Fiona, is not June Foray. [more]

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 09:22 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, June 6, 2004

When We Were Very Maakies
by Tony Millionaire

Fantagraphics Books, 91 pages

Reviewed by Tom Good

Don't be fooled by the fact that the main characters are cute animals. Gabby the monkey and
Drinky Crow would never be allowed in a Disney movie, but they would probably sneak in, get
drunk, and cause trouble if they could. When We Were Very Maakies is a collection of single page
black-and-white strips starring these two delinquents in a series of short, strange adventures.

Maakies has a large range of content, from bodily function jokes to poetry to philosophical
musings. In one strip, Gabby finds a tree and happily saws it down. Unknown to him, the tree
happened to be home to a beautiful bird sitting on a nest full of eggs. When the tree comes
crashing down, the nest is destroyed and the bird flies away in terror. Oblivious to this, Gabby
continues with his work: he takes the wood from the tree and uses it to build a birdhouse. 
[more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 09:17 PM PST [Link]

Went to see "A Day Without a Mexican" and loved it.
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[more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 04:02 PM PST [Link]

House of Bush, House of Saud
By Craig Unger

Publisher: Scribner
ISBN: 074325337X

Reviewed by Lynn Loper

I ought to define where I stand before I say what I think about Craig Unger's "House of Bush,
House of Saud". Under the Bush II administration, I've descended to levels of cynicism I wouldn't
have believed possible a few years ago. I was always the optimistic, hopeful one who believed in
that people are basically good, basically driven by the desire to do the best for mankind.

Now I'm at the 'They all work for the same company. What's the difference?' point when I think
about electoral politics. The politics that matter, I think, happen on levels we don't see, and are
entirely driven by the desire of a few people for money and power over others; evil people who
don't live in the same world I live in at all.

And the conclusion I carried away from "House of Bush, House of Saud" was oddly reassuring.
Almost soothing. 
[more]

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 02:27 PM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, June 2, 2004

Buzzboy, The World's Most Upbeat Superhero!
Story & Art by John Gallagher & Tim Ogline (or Steve Hauk)

Publisher: Sky Dog Entertainment

Reviewed by Sarah Rasher

The satiric superhero has become his own subgenre. After a few generations of men called by
fate to put on masks and save cities from supervillains, cynicism and self-awareness caught up
with the superhero myth, and writers across media have considered what superpowers might be
like for a real, flawed human being. Sometimes, as in Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons's classic
Watchmen, the portrayal is melancholy. More often, as with The Tick and Buffy the Vampire
Slayer, there's a bittersweet levity.

In Buzzboy: Monsters, Dreams & Milkshakes, John Gallagher approaches the subject with
madcap silliness. Buzzboy, the world's most upbeat superhero, is a sunny oaf with a taste for fast
food -- the sort who, being chased by a dragon, exclaims, "I am sooooo busted!" His cast of
sidekicks almost, but not quite, put a new spin on things: a busty, wisecracking cheerleader; a
reformed ex-supervillain; and an absurdly competent African-American hero who doesn't just
wink at tokenism but grins at it.
[more]

Posted by Sarah Rasher @ 11:25 AM PST [Link]

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

The Pirates and the Mouse:
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Disney's War Against the Counterculture (2003)
Bob Levin
Fantagraphics Books, 270 pages, $24
ISBN: 156097530X

Reviewed by William Wentworth-Sheilds

If you only know Mickey as a 'Hello Kitty-esque' theme-park mascot, The
Pirates and the Mouse is a startling and evocative book that recreates an
earlier time, when Mickey Mouse was an important, potent avatar of
American values.

[more]

Posted by William Wentworth Sheilds @ 02:43 PM PST [Link]

Monday, May 31, 2004

Star Trek: The Last Roundup
By Christie Golden
Published by Star Trek Books
326 pages, $6.99
ISBN: 074344910X

Reviewed By Laurel Sutton

Plot Summary: Kirk, Chekov, and Scotty go off to some new colony founded by Kirk's
boneheaded nephews. Things are not as idyllic as they seem, and soon Our Gang (aided by
Spock et al aboard a Klingon ship) have to save the galaxy from blowing up. They do, and
everyone breathes a sigh of relief until the next book is published, thirty minutes later.

Review: I knew this was going to happen. We just start reviewing these Trek books, right? The
first one I pick is Catalyst of Sorrows, which happens to be a really good book by an author I like.
Yay! I am happy! I pick up the next one in the queue and what do I get? An implausible plot,
characters doing the Stupid Dance, and a deus ex machina in the form of Azetbur, who wants to
pay back a debt to Kirk for saving everyone's hash in STIV. [more]

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 11:00 PM PST [Link]

Y, The Last Man, Trades 1-3
Publisher: DC Comics

Reviewed by Ginger Mayerson

Y All the Misogyny in "Y, The Last Man"?

Before we get started, I wish to recommend my fellow reviewer, Kathy LaFollett's review, It’s the
Women, Y, be read along with this one for another point of view on this work. GM July 10, 2004

After reading the first three trades of "Y, The Last Man", and learning that there is a film in the
works, I must wonder why there is so much institutional support for such a negative vision of a
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world, for whatever reasons, dominated by women? Are women really that scary or are women
just scary to the people who produce pop culture?
[more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10:24 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, May 29, 2004

Mortal Evidence: The Forensics Behind Nine Shocking Cases
By Cyril Wecht, M.D., J.D., and Greg Saitz, with Mark Curriden

315 pages, $26.00
Published by Prometheus Books

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Summary: The subtitle pretty much says it all. Here are the really famous cases: OJ did it but he
had help; JonBenet Ramsey’s parents were involved; Sam Sheppard did not murder his wife;
Tammy Wynette probably died of natural causes; Amy Grossberg and Brian Peterson probably
didn't murder their newborn child.

I’m a sucker for true crime books – or rather, for true forensics books. It’s not the crime parts I
dig, it’s the science. Sure, I just told you what Wecht, the author, thinks about some of the cases
he discusses, but that's not the important part of this book. It's how he came to those conclusions
– not through intuition or psychic visions or even the jury verdicts – it's Science, man, the kind
you do with measuring tapes and labs and DNA analysis.
[more]

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 10:10 PM PST [Link]

Wordcraft: The Art of Turning Little Words Into Big Business
By Alex Frankel 
Published by Crown Publishing Group
241 pages, $24.00
ISBN 1400051045 
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Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Very few books have been written exclusively about naming, so it's a pleasure to
read a book so concerned with our little corner of the branding industry.

Wordcraft is not a how-to guide, but rather an insider's look at how naming gets done by the pros.
Author Alex Frankel was a freelance namer for a while and helmed the short-lived naming firm
Quiddity at the height of the Internet boom. For the most part, Frankel knows his stuff, and in the
course of his research, he was granted unprecedented access to the innermost workings of
naming firms like Lexicon and Wood Worldwide. These chapters are the best thing about
Wordcraft, as we get to see firsthand the methodology involved in creating the names BlackBerry
and Viagra. The quantity of work that went into creating, refining, and researching these names is
a testament to the difficulty of creating new names that are appropriate and available; it may
therefore be something of a surprise to the layman (but not to me) that both names were
originally created for different products. But that's the way it is in the naming biz - you never know
where the right name will come from.

Frankel also investigates the stories behind Porsche's Cayenne SUV (there was no story),
Landor's involvement with the creation of Accenture (submitted by an Andersen Consulting
employee), and the promotion of IBM's e-business concept (five billion dollars later, it's their
brand). The book suffers from Frankel's infatuation with Lexicon, his shallow discussion of
linguistics, and his tendency to wander away from naming into elliptical branding discussions. It's
also clear that Frankel included a lot of padding to make this book 241 pages. And don't books
include separate bibliographies anymore?

Wordcraft is an excellent introduction to naming, despite its flaws, and seems to be generating a
lot of interest in the media. Perhaps one day people won't look at me so quizzically when I tell
them what I do for a living.

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 07:04 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, May 27, 2004

True Porn
Edited by Kelli Nelson and Robyn Chapman
Distributed by Alternative Comics
224 pages, $14.95
ISBN 189186758X

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Another APE purchase; I think this was the most expensive thing I bought
that day. But it was well worth the money. First, though, I have to argue with

the title – sure, it's catchy and daring and all, but heck, this isn't porn as I would define it: it's not
the kind of stuff that makes you want to have sex right away, either by yourself or with someone
else. In fact, the two stories in here that I would call porn – very detailed drawings of people
fucking – come across as sterile and blasé. Boring. Not erotic. Not even emotional. 
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[more]

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 10:05 PM PST [Link]

Tuesday, May 25, 2004

Excalibur #1
Forging The Sword, Part 1 of 4

Story: Chris Claremont
Art: Aaron Lopresti
Publisher: Marvel

Reviewed by Chad Denton

The new "Excalibur" is somewhat the odd duck in the new x-Men line-up launched under the
heading "Reload" (yes, this is about the fifth 'revamping' the X-books have gotten in the past
decade, although, after the experimentalism of the past few years that's now coming to a crashing
halt, "Reload" is more properly described as an 'un-vamping'). True, it's written by Chris
Claremont, the writer who helped make Uncanny X-Men a Marvel flagship title back in the 70s
and who established the notorious, soap opera-esque formula that would be followed faithfully for
about the next three decades in team superhero books across the board. However, first off, it has
nothing to do with the original "Excalibur," a superhero team title started in 1989 by Claremont
and Alan Davis that, depending on what year you were reading it, was either a British superhero
title that just happened to have a few members of the X-Men roster starring in it or was an X-Men
satellite title. Despite the title, though, this book is actually about Professor Xavier, who has,
despite being a key element to the X-Men mythos, has always been a bit of a peripheral
character, when writers weren't sending him off into extended vacations in outer space (and who
can blame them? It can't be easy to write a character who's both a supreme pacifist and a near
omnipotent telepath.) Finally, the premise is rather unusual: so far it seems it's going to be about
Professor Xavier's efforts to rebuild the mutant nation of Genosha, which was obliterated during
the course of Grant Morrison's "New X-Men" run.
[more]

Posted by Chad Denton @ 11:55 AM PST [Link]

Sunday, May 23, 2004

Cats Don't Exist
by Jis, aka Jose Ignacio Solorzano

90 pages.
Published by Fantagraphics Books.)

Reviewed by Tom Good

In "Cats Don't Exist," Mexican artist Jis offers up a hallucinatory world filled with oddities, from
furry demons playing ping-pong to ten-armed mermaids. Humans turn into rats, snakes, and
toads, while animals are consumed with strange thoughts and dreams of their own. Though it is
hard to describe just how weird this book is, it is also quite entertaining, playful and funny. The art
work alone had me laughing out loud at times, because Jis draws some of the most amusing
exaggerated facial expressions I've ever seen. 
[more]

Posted by Tom Good @ 04:00 PM PST [Link]
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Thursday, May 20, 2004

The Confusion
by Neal Stephenson

Reviewed by William Wentworth-Sheilds

Before it is anything else, The Confusion is a very long book that happens to be
the second of three equally long volumes. The first is titled Quicksilver and came

out last year. The concluding volume, The System of the World is due later this summer. As such,
it's a little heartbreaking to read, early in the book, one of characters say, "Now I will encompass
the entirety of several years in one sentence." [more]

Posted by William Wentworth Sheilds @ 09:34 PM PST [Link]

Catalyst of Sorrows
by Margaret Wander Bonanno
352 pages, $6.99
Published by Star Trek Books (Simon & Schuster)

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Disclosure: I wanted to review this book because Uhura is on the cover.

Plot Summary: There’s a lethal virus spreading through the galaxy and Our Guys
have to stop it and figure out who let it loose. Uhura (Admiral Uhura, no less! Whee!), Crusher,
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McCoy, Sisko, Tuvok, Selar, and a Romulan girl named Zetha save the day, and not too many
people die. Koval did it to start trouble with the Federation.

You know, I just can’t keep up with the Star Trek universe. Oh, I’m pretty good with canon up to
about the third season of Voyager (had to stop watching due to the Berman/Braga ickiness
factor; ditto Enterprise), and I’ve read my fair share of Trek books, but man! There is too much
product out there! And so it was that I found myself reading this book with the Star Trek
Chronology by my side, having to look up Trek references. Ouch. That Romulan guy named Tal?
Yeah, I know who he is. Selar? She was in like one TNG episode but I remember her. But throw
in Luther Sloan and Tomed and Heisenberg (no, not that one) and Khitomer and I’m out of my
depth.
[more]

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 12:23 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, May 14, 2004

Tell Me Something
by Jason
48 pages, $8.95
Published by Fantagraphics Books

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

So here's the thing I don't understand: Why is it that in every
story/movie/TV show/play, when Character #1 is confronted with evidence
of Character #2's infidelity via photos, they immediately believe it's true,
and break off the engagement/miss the wedding/leave on a westbound
train/sleep with Character #2's worst enemy? I mean, really. If that person
was someone you loved, wouldn't you want to confront them, ask for an

explanation, and give them a chance to show you that it's not true? Are we that ready to believe
the worst about the people we care about the most?

Not to mention the fact that in said story/movie/TV show/play the photos are always FAKED. By
Evil Character #3. It's not even a theme anymore - it's a cliché, for Chrissake. This is why I can't
watch romantic comedies made after 1970.

Anyway, I mention all this because that cliché is a central part of "Tell Me Something", a new
book-length narrative by Jason, who apparently lost or gave away his last name. I quite like this
book, which is in clean and lovely black and white, and which has about 50 words of dialogue.
The characters are all anthropomorphic birds and cats and dogs that look like a cross between
early Disney animals and Tin Tin. They also have empty eyes, like Little Orphan Annie. It's a story
of love and loss and betrayal and it has a sad ending - hey, the artist is Norweigian, what did you

http://www.fantagraphics.com/nrelease/nrelease.html#tellme
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.fantagraphics.com/nrelease/nrelease.html#tellme
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expect? The art is very controlled and stylized; Jason manages to convey all the characters'
emotions through body movement and posture, since their faces are virtually expressionless. I
also like the fact that despite the simplicity of the panels, there's a lot of subtley in them, and after
reading the book several times I was still finding new details to admire and consider.

That said, I was totally befuddled by the structure. See, there are two story threads. At first I
thought that the pages were printed in the wrong order, but then it dawned on me that the white-
bordered pages were one thread and the black-bordered pages were a different thread. Then I
couldn't figure out if they were separate stories, or alternate timelines, or alternate universes, or
somebody's dream (there is actually a dream sequence in here, further complicating things). So I
finally decided to RTFM, and there on the back cover is a blurb informing me that the story "slips
back and forth between two distinct time periods". OH. Well, I wouldn't call them visually distinct,
but I don't do PR for Fantagraphics. Thanks, back cover blurb!

PS. If you like Jason's work, you can buy original panels here.

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 02:26 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, May 13, 2004

B.A.B.E. FORCE
Back to School #1 and #2
Publisher: forcewërks Productions

Review by Jane Seaton

For once in my life, I can identify with the heroes of a superhero comic. I'm too stupid to
survive in American suburbia. Grace and Nicolette (B.A.B.E. FORCE master tactician and

gifted linguist respectively), a gleeful pair of innocents who shouldn't be allowed out in those
bodies without a licence, are struggling to make sense of the greatest intellectual challenge
they've ever faced (Yeah, right. Maybe they should have speed-watched some Buffy videos
before embarking on this mission.). Trouble is, they're fitting right in, and so long as their resumés
include DD cups, scary familiarity with high energy physics, and a willingness to party like five-
year-olds until your global peacekeeping force needs you to kick ass - well, Nicolette is already
on the cheerleading team, and there's nowhere higher to aim when you're posing as an American
teen.

So maybe this comic is about what happens when the nerds fight back. The author (sorry,
comic authors always qualify as nerds) is taking potshots at small-scale corporate America.
Grace and Nicolette are 'nerds in suburbia', Edison, their sidekick, is clearly assigned nerd status
in his minibio in #1, even if suburbia is his homeground. Dr Chaos is an economic nerd (running
his soda empire as if he's going to wipe out the opposition by building a larger lemonade stall).
And the unashamed uber-nerds, The Hawthorne High School math club, espouse the traditional
nerd tactic of embracing, and meanwhile loathing, their nerdy heritage - it's good to be a nerd, but
only if there's absolutely no alternative.

Finding alternatives are the school's lesbian maintenance supervisor and Helga Chaos. The only
characters in the comic with both intelligence AND integrity, they reject conformity in favour of
world domination. (Okay, the supervisor lady's world extends only to the maintenance corridors of
Hawthorne High, but right now, that includes Grace and the showers, and that's enough for one
working woman on one working day.)

http://babeforce.net/comicartcontent.html
http://babeforce.net/comicartcontent.html
http://www.beguiling.com/artproductlist.asp?ID=39
http://hackenbush.org/hackenbloggers/laurel.html
http://babeforce.net/
http://www.forcewerks.com/


J LHLS Archives: May 2004

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-05092004-05152004.htm[4/27/2019 2:42:40 PM]

What happens? Hm. Donkey basketball, marching band, flying soda cans, kick-ass DD-cup
superheroes... You have to ask? Clunk, Skrrrrrrrrrk, Braaaaaam, and then a sell out. The math
club get to take B.A.B.E.FORCE to the ball. Even the lady supervisor swaps her overalls for a
frock and steps out with Clown (Did I fail to introduce you? Sorry. B.A.B.E.FORCE majordomo,
basketball ref and baton twirler to the high school band - clearly he coached Nicolette for her
cheerleading auditions and knows some tricks to turn an honest lesbian maintenance supervisor's
head.)

Small-scale corporate America (AKA Dr Chaos) rebuilds the school gym and wraps his sister's
knuckles, and nothing has changed, and everything is for the best in the best of all possible
suburbias.

Posted by Jane Seaton @ 09:24 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, May 9, 2004

Reviewed by Ginger Mayerson

I wasn't going to see "Van Helsing" and therefore wouldn't be able to review it, but I realized that I
couldn't let down the long time readers of this site. All three of them.

Enter at your own risk: There are lots of spoilers.
[more]

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 11:56 AM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!
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Friday, May 7, 2004

Kabuki: Metamorphosis
By David Mack

Publisher: Image

Reviewed by Sarah Rasher

Kabuki: Metamorphosis is an absolutely beautiful book, upon first glance. David Mack's
illustrations, which incorporate both Western and East Asian artistic styles and reference
everything from board games to Impressionism and from manga to Japanese calligraphy, are
works of art in their own right, and it's easy to see why Marvel recently offered him such a
lucrative deal. I would blame no one for flipping through it casually, finding herself captivated by
the pictures, and bringing it home. Neither would blame her for hurling it across the room in
frustration within an hour of actually trying to read it.

The story is typical comic book fare: a group of undercover assassins that help the government
control organized crime, imprisoned in a mental hospital, seek freedom. The assassins are all
beautiful, well-stacked women with tragic pasts and intricate tattoos. There are awfully convenient
clues and utility ducts, and awfully improbable outfits and lesbian kisses.

It doesn't seem that Mack intends to lure readers with narrative originality, though. The pictures
are the attractive thing, and they often seem determined to interfere with whatever plot and
characterization there is. Blocks of text run up and down the page, in circles and through mazes,
with little concern for legibility. Some pages of text are essentially unreadable because they are
almost the same color as the background; others are scrawled childishly. There are a number of
misspelled words. If this were a sketchbook in a gallery of contemporary art, it would seem
creative and fresh, but this is being marketed as a graphic novel. It seems that the emphasis here

http://www.davidmack.net/
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.davidmack.net/
http://www.davidmack.net/
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is almost entirely on the "graphic," with the "novel" aspect diminished to the point of irrelevance.
[more]

Posted by Sarah Rasher @ 08:39 PM PST [Link]

Monday, May 3, 2004

One of the magnificent political paradoxes ...

[more]

Posted by William Wentworth Sheilds @ 01:48 PM PST [Link]

Wasted Minds
Vanessa Satone
visforvacant.com

Forced pretentious dribble thrown together in mock effort.

The title is appropriate in as much as the characters are just that; wasted minds.
They seem be be only slightly surviving the environment forced upon them.

I’m far too old and educated to voluntarily read through empty words, and self-serving
expressions of “woe is me”.

We are greeted with David, an angry-depressed-semi-closeted artist with a crutch. The crutch is
obviously the literal as well as expressive representation of the term.

David attacks his father for breaking into the house. Dad doesn't have a key now, since he and
mom are getting divorced. David has a friend/girlfriend who then breaks in unannounced. But she
succinctly kicks his ass with a chain. How nice.

Daddy questions his sons sexuality, the girlfriend challenges his manhood, and the sister seems
pretty much done with the whole scene. She is for all intensive purposes a mere add on character
salt and peppering the scene with weak one liners of no apparent value. In the closing scene
mom enters accusing the almost divorced husband of allowing assasines into the house while
putting him in a headlock and screaming "Bullshit!" as a retorte to his "explanations".

Degrading, debasing, violent, harsh, crass, and classless.

After reading this I should file assault charges against the author.

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 12:23 PM PST [Link]

Schadenfreude!
Karl Christian
A Drunken TiKi Production

Review by Kathy LaFollett

There are some things in life, death and long lines that cannot be explained, Schadenfreud! is
one of those things.

http://www.publicaffairsbooks.com/publicaffairsbooks-cgi-bin/display?book=1586482181
http://peppergray.org/
http://www.visionized.com/
http://www.livejournal.com/users/karlchristian/
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I am convinced, after reading this three times, that the author and artist(s) had a very hard time
finishing this work; simply because I had a hard time finishing reading it. I giggled myself into a
state of blurred vision consistently.

This is quirky, and acidic in point. A comic derived straight from the DNA Chain of a Hybrid
SmartAss.

Monty Pyton meets Ren and Stimpy but without the control.

And to quote Mr Christian:

"I have to admit that this conversation has been an amusing and informative, if not horrifying,
social experiment in cultural breeding activities. I can honestly say that I'm going to remember
you, Lord Byron, for quite a long long time. Few have gone to the level in which you exist at. I'm
as impressed with you as much as someone completely unimpressed, yet still impressed, can
be."

Ah yes such is the aftertaste of Schadenfreude!

Personally, I'm addicted already.

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 12:09 PM PST [Link]

Black & White
Blue King Studios
www.Bluekingstudios.com

Story One: City of Heroes

Great dialogue, easily interpreted and timely in syntax. Text bubbles are set for left to right read
through, and never divert from the pattern which provides easy reading.

A fast paced introduction with sharp dialogue references equating to a quick ramp up to character
background knowledge and setup.

War Witch is a self-assured female superhero sporting excellent Karma and strong Chi. 
Apex, her roommate, is the stereotypical guy who has a close relationship with his sister and a
small town kindness to him. They give a great ying/yang duo for future scripting.

This simple introduction story line shows War Witch and Apex simply going back to their
apartment in Paragon City but their travel is impeded by killer-robot-zombies...or some such
"thing". At the closing panel our duo is still trying to peal off the seriel number from a robot-
zombie's arm picked up after the last brawl before finally heading home.

Great intro piece makes me look forward to issue #1

Story Two: MacBeth

Verbatum. That is the beauty of BKSs version of MacBeth. The art, layout and blocking
successfully support Shakespeare’s epoch. I’ve always felt the witches were perfect foder for the
comic format, BKS proves me right.

Scene 1: Enter the three Witches......and so it goes to their meeting with MacBeth proclaiming his

http://www.visionized.com/
http://bluekingstudios.com/
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impending status as King "All Hail MacBeth! That shalt be King hereafter!"

Four more issues, four more scenes.

The very nature of the project, as well as successful expression thereof, demands the series to be
collected in full. Excellent comic from a studio that will surely make it’s mark as a “must have”
publisher.

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 12:01 PM PST [Link]

MAC AFRO Issue #1
Atomic Basement Entertainment, Inc.

Too hip for words.

Some would approach this comic and scream "stereotypical tripe!" Ah, but me thinks they protest
too much. Satire depends on stereotyping.

It's the 70s (2070 that is) and Dolemite's cousin, or possibly second cousin twice removed, is
released in comic form. All those traits of ethnic assumption and labeling are thrown in the face of
the reader with the tender loving care of a skilled satirist. Wallow in it, you dig? The artwork is
aggressive and demanding at times, but other blocks offer an almost unfinished quality. The
offbeat nature is promoted by the unexpected turn of the art.

With Characters like Sonny, Caesar Brown, and the Nebula Riders you know it's gotta groove,
baby.

Let’s not waste time. Get down and get this comic. The art is incredible, the writing tight, hilarious
and edgy. Sassy, sexy, outrageous with balls to the wall coolness dripping from each page.

Dig it.

BIG grateful shout-out for the included original sketches, mockups and inking art.

I’m sold.

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 11:45 AM PST [Link]

[Archive Index] [Main Index]
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Saturday, May 1, 2004

Stupid Comics
by Jim Mahfood; $2.95

Published by Image Comics

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Why is this called Stupid Comics? It's not stupid at all. In fact, it's one of the smartest comics I've
read recently. (Is that the joke? Maybe I'm just slow.) I got to read issue #2, which (like #1) is a
collection of strips that appeared in Java magazine and Tastes Like Chicken newspaper – the
latter being a very cool looking zine/magazine/webzine that has way lots of articles about bands
I've never heard of, way lots of cool interviews, and short news parodies, like the Onion. Anyway,
I really like Jim Mahfood's comics, which are equal parts anger at the stupidity of the world (Bush,
Republicans, celebrities) and celebration of the good things that we can still share (friends, music,
love, art). I mean, I like bleak as much as the next gal – hey, I have ALL the issues of Optic Nerve
– but it's great to see simple appreciation of "the sweetest things", as in the last strip in this book:
calling your mom, reading comics, eating a yummy breakfast, stuff like that. Mahfood's drawing
style is kind of a cross between Bill Watterson and Jaime Hernandez, if that makes any sense at
all, filled with lots of black and pointy edges on hair and clothes. I really enjoyed his rants on
comic book stores in LA (and I thought they were bad up here in No Cal) and comic conventions,
and on things that are Fucking Played Out. Like I said, good healthy anger without the bitterness!
Hooray! Mahfood does a bunch of other cool comics, too, so hop on over to his website and
check em out.

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 09:02 PM PST [Link]

Astonishing X-Men #1

http://www.40ozcomics.com/
http://www.marvel.com/comics/onsale/onsale.htm?id=499
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.40ozcomics.com/
http://www.imagecomics.com/
http://www.tlchicken.com/
http://www.theonion.com/
http://hackenbush.org/hackenbloggers/laurel.html
http://www.marvel.com/comics/onsale/onsale.htm?id=499
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By Joss Whedon
Publisher: Marvel Comics

Reviewed by Chad Denton

I don't envy Joss Whedon, the creator of "Buffy the Vampire Slayer" and "Angel" who has
recently been tapped to write "Astonishing X-Men," here. After acclaimed writer Grant Morrison
was allowed to take the tired franchise that was X-Men into strange and exciting new territory,
Whedon, as experimental as his assignment onto "Astonishing X-Men" may seem, is being asked
to force the X-Men franchise to return to its crusty, frozen home base.

In his run Morrison worked to treat X-Men not as "another superhero title," but as a mix of
superhero sub-genre conventions and more 'pure' sci-fi. Instead of as a thinly veiled metaphor for
racism and homophobia, Morrison took the unique turn, almost untouched in the decades of the
X-Men's existence, of treating the concept of mutants in its own right. He invented the idea of a
'mutant culture' struggling for its existence and, although his storylines had roots in old X-Men
themes, he expanded the premise into new directions: a murder mystery with complications
caused by suspects with mind control powers; the X-Men as an international peace keeping
force; and hellraising young mutant activists.

In the start of Whedon's run, we have one of those bizarre instances of metacommentary gone
wild as the X-Men openly talk about becoming superheroes again (yes, the words 'tights' and
'superheroes' are thrown around). Whedon has inherited Morrison's surviving central cast -
Emma Frost, Scott Summers, Wolverine, and the Beast - and, although he adds in longtime X-
Men character Kitty Pryde who has mostly existed as a traditional superhero character (both in
the X-Men books and in sometimes-British superhero book, sometimes-X-Men satellite title
Excalibur), it is a bit jarring to followers of Morrison's run. Eschewing the leather outfits inspired by
the recent X-Men films, the characters revert back to traditional superhero costumes. While
retaining a certain edginess, the outfits, unfortunately, do look a bit silly, despite Cassidy's best
efforts (Scott Summers in particular looks like he's three steps away from becoming somebody's
gimp).

To be completely fair to Whedon, if this is going to be traditional superhero fare with a little twist
from the groundwork Morrison laid down, it's better than average. Whedon, who made his career
with supernatural soap operas, is a natural with this stuff, laying out wry, slightly cynical dialogue
and impromptu dramatic moments between the protagonists. He even does surprisingly well with
the iconic Emma Frost, the character Morrison most made his own. Fans, 'traditional' and
otherwise, will be likely pleased with the earthy take on Kitty Pryde, a popular character who has
suffered much over the years from writers' hands. So far it doesn't seem like he's going to ignore
the changes Morrison applied to the Beast and Scott Summers and, naturally, he pulls a good
Wolverine.

The only drawback is with one of the story's two villains, so far unnamed, who looks like he
escaped from a 50s b-movie. But Whedon more than makes up for this by introducing another
potential antagonist, Dr. Rao, who starts the story by looking like a benefactor before one sinister
turn of phrase alters our perception of her character entirely.

Naturally Cassidy's art is gorgeous, and is arguably a match for the recent work done on "New X-
Men" by Frank Quietly. He still can't seem to get Quietley's redesign for the Beast, but makes a
good college try.

All in all, not as bad as it might have been, and, considering that the whole project is an editorial
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step-back, Whedon does an excellent job of making the most out of it. Hopefully he will manage
to keep it up.

Posted by Chad Denton @ 08:20 PM PST [Link]

Friday, April 30, 2004

The Sketchbook Diaries Vol. 4
by James Kochalka
Publisher: Top Shelf Productions

Reviewed by Chad Denton

To be honest, "The Sketchbook Diaries Vol. 4" was more or less an abrupt
introduction to the work and world of James Kochalka for me. I've read and
enjoyed the delightfully surreal "Monkey versus Robot," but that was about

all I knew about the man and the writer/artist James Kochalka.

"The Sketchbook Diaries" are basically a day-to-day account of Kochalka's life, recorded in black-
and-white strips that number around three or four panels, beginning in 1998. In this volume, we
follow Kochalka's careers as a comic book writer/artist and as a member of a rock band; his life
with his wife Amy; his video game addiction; his decision to have a child with Amy; and the odd,
funny minutia of life we all face. The experiences painted by Kochalka range from discovering
how painful it is to spill toothpaste on your penis to his wife's last minute anxiety over becoming
pregnant.

In contrast to the autobiographical themes of "The Sketchbook Diaries," the art is distorted
through a cartoonist lens with the same light-hearted tone in "Monkey versus Robot." A few times
through out the volume realist sketches appear, but Kochalka mostly sticks to the new forms he
devised for his cast and himself: he and Amy appear as elves, Kochalka's friend and bandmate
Jason is a dog (not a dog-man, but an actual dog), and other people in Kochalka's life appear with
one eye, duck-shaped faces, or as giant beetles. Part of the fun of reading this is seeing these
surreal figures participating in some very real-life activities: dropping the f-bomb, being naked,
and urinating in public. There are few things more entertaining than seeing real life acted out by
unreal figures.

All the vignettes in this book, whether intended to be completely hilarious or slightly poignant,
come across as lovely little anecdotes and jokes friends and lovers share between each other.
You never feel like an intruder into Kochalka's life, but a welcome guest, even if, like me, you did
not have the benefit of reading the previous volumes of "The Sketchbook Diaries" or knowing
much about Kolchalka's life and career. This is, without a doubt, the comic strip/book medium
being put to one of its best and most inventive uses.

Posted by Chad Denton @ 07:56 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, April 29, 2004

Reviewed by William Wentworth-Sheilds

Mermaid's Play is a self-published portfolio of erotic mermaids. The mind and
hand behind the enterprise is Ric Quiroz, who according to the back cover blurb,
and his resume, has a rich, varied, and long career in the animation industry,
including two "Emmy Award Certificates" for his work on Animaniacs and Pinky

http://www.topshelfcomix.com/catalog.php?type=12
http://www.drownedinink.com/
http://www.topshelfcomix.com/catalog.php?type=12
http://www.topshelfcomix.com/
http://www.drownedinink.com/
http://ric-illustrations.meridian1.net/r/ric-illustrations/default.asp?S=AC3&Document=Resume
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and the Brain. He's also worked on Family Guy, The Critic, and The Simpsons.

His book mainly features the kind of artistic nudes found in Playboy, with about
the same range of body types and ethnicities. Which is to say, not very broad. As
pornography it isn't especially enlightened. At the least, it isn't the monthly

gynecology seminar that is the typical issue of Hustler; bare breasts are the extent of the nudity
depicted. As art, it's hard to imagine hanging more than a handful of the pages on a spare wall.
And yet, the various commingling of female upper bits with aquatic lower bits are actually
inventive, and erotic, when intended, and funny, when intended.

Quiroz manages to make being a mermaid, being nude, and not incidentally, sex, look like a heck
of a lot of fun, something that escapes the grasp of Playboy's erotic foreplay fables. The humor is
gentle, and winsome. If, after the five minutes it takes to flip through the fifty-plus black and white
illustrations, you aren't wearing a big, silly, bemused grin on your face ... you're doing it wrong.

Posted by William Wentworth Sheilds @ 02:48 PM PST [Link]

  

Behind the cut: Short reviews of Marvel Age: Spider-Man #3, District X #1, and Uncanny X-Men
#444. [more]

Posted by William Wentworth Sheilds @ 02:14 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, April 28, 2004

Ultimate Six #7
Published by Marvel Comics; $2.25
Cover By: John Cassaday
Writer: Brian Bendis
Pencils: Trevor Hairsine
Inks: Danny Miki

Full disclosure: I was a member of the Merry Marvel Marching Society and I own a
lot of Silver Age Marvel.

Summary: Here's the blurb that Marvel sent us – it's a hell of a better summary than I could write:
"The Green Goblin is one of the last 'men' standing after the terrible battle between the Ultimates
and the Ultimate Six on the White House lawn. And there is only one being in the world that can
stop him…and it isn't Spider-Man!!"

Review: Want to know who it is? It's his son, Harry! What a surprise (not). See, I'm probably not
the best person to review this, because up until 3:30 this afternoon I had no idea what this
"Ultimate" thing was about. I look at the pages of beautiful art and I think, Oh, I know these guys –
Spider Man, Captain America, Iron Man, Black Widow, Thor – but no! They dress different! They
talk different! Peter Parker looks like he's fourteen years old! Thor doesn't look anything like the
way Jack Kirby drew him! 
[more]

http://www.marvel.com/comics/onsale/onsale.htm?id=61
http://ric-illustrations.com/r/ric-illustrations/default.asp?SID=xKKT2TWC9MQ64QENFG9VTG&
http://peppergray.org/
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Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 10:16 PM PST [Link]

Evidence of Love
By John Bloom and Jim Atkinson

1985 Bantam Books (paperback edition)

Full disclosure: I read this book because Ginger's boyfriend co-wrote it.

Summary: In 1980, a Texas housewife (Candy Montgomery) killed her neighbor (Betty Gore) with
an axe. Candy hit Betty forty-one times with the axe, continuing to hack at her long after she was
dead; she washed off the blood and pretended that nothing had happened. After she was
arrested, based on physical evidence, she claimed self-defense and was acquitted in a rather
sensational trial.

Review: Despite the lurid cover (scanned from my own Amazon-purchased copy) and a title that
sounds like a bad Chris Isaak song, this is an excellent true-crime book. Since there was no
motive, in the classical sense, for this murder, the book focuses on the personalities involved –
Candy and her husband Pat, Betty and her husband Allan, , their neighbors, their ministers,
Betty's parents, the lawyers, and the judge (who chain-smoked in the courtroom and insulted the
defense lawyers on a regular basis, in court and out). Oh, did I mention that Candy and Allan had
an affair? A short and lukewarm one, from the sound of it, but apparently it was enough to freak
out Betty, to the point where she threatened Candy with an axe. Did I mention that Betty was
clinically depressed, and taking a lot of prescription drugs? And that both couples had gone to a
church-sanctioned therapy thing called Marriage Encounter that had them writing love letters to
each other all the time? And that it was the hottest summer in Texas in a hell of a long time? I
guess when people in Texas flip out, they flip out BIG.
[more]

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 08:47 PM PST [Link]

Unity
Star Trek: Deep Space Nine

by SD Perry
Publisher: Pocket Books, 2003

Reviewed by Ida Vega-Landow

This book is the finale in the "Deep Space Nine: Avatar" series. It begins with a Linear Time
calendar describing all the events that have occurred aboard DS9 and to its characters since the
mysterious disappearance of Captain Benjamin Sisko. It seems to be a capsulated version of all
the DS9 novels that preceded this one, which either saves you the expense of buying and
reading all those other books, or makes you curious to find and read them.

After taking us through the last eight months of the year 2376, we finally arrive at the present, star
date 53679.4. The Starship DEFIANT is returning to the Alpha Quadrant after a grueling mission
in the Gamma Quadrant. The C.O. is Commander Elias Vaugh, a centenarian human who is
second in command at DS9 since Colonel Kira was promoted after the departure of the Emissary
of the Prophets, a.k.a. Sisko. Commander Vaugh is a man of many sorrows, chief among them
the recent death of his wife, Commander Ruriko Tenmei, at his own hands. She was only
believed dead before, but it turned out that she was assimilated by the Borg, and he was forced to
kill her before she could assimilate their only daughter, Prynn Tenmei, also a Starfleet officer.
Now he's living with his guilt daily, as well as his daughter's hostility, but since she's currently

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0553248731/qid=1083210138/sr=1-1/ref=sr_1_1/104-0664735-8374333?v=glance&s=books
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0743448405/qid%253D1074645287/sr%253D11-1/ref%253Dsr%5F11%5F1/gingermayerso-20
http://hackenbush.org/hackenbloggers/laurel.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0553248731/qid=1083210138/sr=1-1/ref=sr_1_1/104-0664735-8374333?v=glance&s=books
http://hackenbush.org/hackenbloggers/laurel.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0743448405/qid%253D1074645287/sr%253D11-1/ref%253Dsr%5F11%5F1/gingermayerso-20
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serving under him, she can only avoid him during her off-duty time. [more]

Posted by Ida Vega Landow @ 11:04 AM PST [Link]

Monday, April 26, 2004

I liked "Shaolin Soccer" even though the pacing got on my nerves occasionally, but that might be
more my problem than the film's. There were things I would have liked to have gone on and on
(spontaneous synchronized Shaolin disco dancing in the street) and things that could have been
shorter (like one bizarre conversation at the end). Part of the problem was that I could never
settle down into what kind of film I was expecting to see from scene to scene because the film
never quite settles down into one thing from scene to scene.

This film was kind of a cross between a Kung Fu movie, a Spaghetti Western, a male redemption
film, a buddy film, a Cinderella story, and a bunch of (seemingly, but they're not) losers playing
soccer. There is also a sweet, but goofy romance in the middle of it all and a refreshing take on
female beauty. (Big hint: it comes from within.) Oh, and "Shaolin Soccer" is also a sermonette on
courage, loyalty, teamwork, and all that good sporting stuff like that. I'm not sure why, but there
are two rather heavy-handed images of the yin yang symbol in this film that I keep thinking about,
and that alone makes it worth the admission price for me. I might even have to go see it again.

Some very, very funny bits and some in-jokes that were so far in, I'd have to reincarnate as a
Hong Kong hipster to understand. When I think of all those years of reading "Giant Robot"... I've
only scratched the surface.

I think this will have a long life as a midnight show (do they still have those?) where people can
be more relaxed and yell at the screen in the flat spots. However, in case it doesn't make the
midnight show scene, go see it now before it vanishes. Just be patient with it.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08:18 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, April 23, 2004

Be A Man
by Jeffrey Brown
Published by Top Shelf Productions

Reviewed by Tom Good

In an introduction to Be A Man the author explains that this comic is a
sequel to (and parody of) an earlier work: "A few months ago I realized I
was much too sensitive and pathetic in 'Clumsy,' so I wrote 'Be A Man' and
fixed myself, creating the 'Clumsy' you all wanted to see." I have not read
Clumsy, so this review is based on Be A Man as a stand-alone piece.

Be A Man consists of a series of 29 short black-and-white episodes, almost
all of which are six-panel stories that fit on a single page. The art is intentionally crude, simple line
drawings. The story features two unnamed characters, a man and his girlfriend, and it dramatizes
stereotypically insensitive, macho male behavior. Example scene:

WOMAN: I'm fat.

MAN: Well, then why don't you get off your ass and lose some weight? Or just be comfortable
with your body, like I am. [He flexes his nonexistent bicep muscles and pats his flabby abdomen.]

MAN (pointing to a TV show): That chick is HOT.

Though the concept has potential for humor, Be A Man is rarely laugh-out-loud funny. More
often, the situations come across as uncomfortable and sad, though still entertaining in a way. In
many ways it reminds me of Matt Groening's Life In Hell strip, with the added element of male

http://www.topshelfcomix.com/catalog.php?type=12
http://liheliso.org/
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chauvinism.

Overall, though I found Be A Man only mildly amusing, it did make me curious to read more of
Brown's work.

Posted by Tom Good @ 11:00 AM PST [Link]

Wednesday, April 21, 2004

She-Hulk #2

Reviewed by Ginger Mayerson

Marvel, who, for some reason has the covers switched. This is the cover for #2, not what they
have on their site, which is for #1. Great covers, by the way.

So, I decided to buy a copy of She-Hulk #2 and I loved it. Jennifer Walters (the She-Hulk [I
didn't know this until this afternoon]) is a lawyer and has been hired by the fancy schamzy law

firm she's always dreamed of working for. She has issues about working in her non-Hulk form,
but gets over them in pursuit of getting the best deal for her client. Her client is also a super hero,
a reluctant and troubled one, but one nevertheless.

In fact, the law firm specializes in super hero law because even super heroes need a lawyer now
and then. I think this is a great premise, one that will be good for years of stories (I hope). And the
firm is full of super heroes, mutants, androids, shape-shifters, and probably some killer legal
secretaries, too. (Yes, Mr. Slott, where are the legal secretaries and paralegals? No law firm, with
or without super hero JDs, would last 20 minutes without their secretaries. Sheesh.)

Anyway, I was able to get She-Hulk #2 and I'm on the hunt for #1, which I understand is more
about her personal problems. This is fine and, being a completist, I will read #1 with an open
mind, but I sure like seeing a super hero in her day job.

There's quite a bit of humor in this comic book: The shape-shifter offers to shift into his Orlando
Bloom look if Jennifer gets lonely; Marvel pokes some fun at itself by having Jennifer read super
hero comics looking for a legal precedent for a super hero origin in a personal injury case. It's
smart, funny, and the characters really hooked me.

I'm not a big super hero comics fan, but I've asked Kenny at Comics Odyssey to save a She-Hulk
for me every month (put it on my pull or whatever you call it). Kenny says he sold out of #1 pretty
quickly, but #2 is not selling very well. You'd think it would be selling really well on the cover
alone, but what do I know? I found the story engaging enough that I'm looking forward to the next
release, so there's a guaranteed sale right there.

I read Franklin Harris's review of She-Hulk #1 when it came out and I'm not sure why I waited so
long to drag myself to the comics store. Sometimes it takes a while for these things to sink in.
However, I'm glad I did finally get a copy of She-Hulk #2 at least. It doesn't make me want to be a
lawyer or a super hero, but it did keep me turning pages.

Full disclosure: This is the first Marvel comic I have ever bought.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08:50 PM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, April 14, 2004

Lela Dowling's Alice
by Lela Dowling

Publisher: About Comics
ISBN 0971633835

Lela Dowling ‘relies on dead poets and writers to provide the vehicle for her humorous
illustration’. With ‘Alice’, it must be hard to find a reader who hasn’t already taken a ride in this
particular vintage automobile, and Dowling struggles to express her originality, or her humour.
Her realisation of Carroll’s whimsy is pedestrian and predictable, and her realisations of both
major and incidental characters left me feeling too often that I was encountering old friends from
the works of other illustrators.

Turning to the heroine, Dowling’s Alice is a polite but feisty modern ragdoll miss (with judiciously
updated vocabulary), but I missed the charm and tension generated as the original Alice strove to
maintain proper Victorian nursery decorum in the face of the unreasonable and the impossible.

Maybe I should give Dowling credit for cramming so much of the visual detail of Wonderland into
her comic, but her technique doesn’t reveal the richness of the detail so much as force the reader
to hunt for anticipated treasures. Perhaps, therefore, she is right to work with dead writers whose
material is so overwhelmingly familiar through so many different media.

I’m probably overinclined to criticise because I don’t particularly like Carroll’s Wonderland,
whoever illustrates it, or maybe the problem lies elsewhere. Today, I listened to an interview with
playwrite John Byrne - Ah, not merely playwrite, but also producer, costume designer and poster
artist - maybe Byrne should simply have whipped out his sketch pad and produced the comic strip
of Chekhov’s Uncle Vanya. Leaving aside his renaissance breadth of competencies, or

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0971633835/qid%253D1081984628/sr%253D11-1/ref%253Dsr%5F11%5F1/gingermayerso-20
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megalomaniac desire for control, John Byrne has produced a Scottish rewrite of Uncle Vanya,
retitled Uncle Varick. Why? Why is everyone relying on dead poets and writers?

Meanwhile, buy this comic book for a child of your acquaintance who really ought to read the
original, but stubbornly refuses. Alternatively, you could read them the original, or buy them
something that will pay royalties to a live writer.

Posted by Jane Seaton @ 04:28 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, April 9, 2004

No Honor
Publisher: Top Cow

Before I start this review, I have a confession to make: I'm not going to be entering this review
unbiased. Of course, any reviewer has their biases because each person their own tastes and
preferences, but in the case of "No Honor" I admit I have a bias against Top Cow. As with most
people, images of impossibly built, half-naked women and chiseled beefcake are inevitably
conjured up when I catch a glimpse of the Top Cow Productions logo. Alongside the T&A-friendly
house style, which seems to vary little from book to book, the actual titles have been a mixed bag
at best for me. Top Cow books tend to try to mix late-nite TV genres, like cop dramas or crime
stories, with genres more rooted in the comic book medium, such as fantasy or sci-fi, which is an
interesting approach, but unfortunately annoying cliches from both mediums become part of the
package deal. Luckily for me, Fiona Kai Avery's "No Honor" isn't a bad read by any means, even if
it did nothing for Top Cow's credit by changing my opinion about the imprint's approaches.

"No Honor" is a new take on that old action-drama sub- genre: the "two partners who must work
together but are polar opposites that shouldn't be able to get along" story. Only in this case, the
two partners are a modern day professional art thief, Random, and Tannen, the ancient ghost of a
samurai who ends up sharing the same body with Random. Leading poor Random by the nose,
Tannen urges Random to go to Japan and try to investigate a centuries-old tragedy that has left
Tannen's spirit in unrest. In the meantime, Random is pursued by Brit, a thief-turned-cop,
Tannen's actions destroy Random's career, and they are contacted by a host of lost spirits only
Random/Tannen can see and hear.

The book's theme is built on the fact that Tannen and Random operate under completely different
and seemingly contradictory moral codes. Random objects strongly to Tannen's willingness to

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/158240321X/qid=1081560474/sr=8-11/ref=sr_8_xs_ap_i11_xgl14/103-0158259-9499068?v=glance&s=books&n=507846
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kill, while Tannen is furious when he finds out the fellow he's possessing owes his living to
stealing, even though Random patiently points out that his victims are always wealthy. Like I
wrote, it's a solid premise to start with, but it's given almost no room for moral ambiguity.
Tannen's actions, no matter how violent, are justified because the plot makes them so. For
instance, there is a scene where the spirits of men killed by corrupt cops back in the 1920s ask
Tannen to avenge them on some present-day cops. Tannen readily consents to carry out the
spirits' request, despite Random's more than understandable objections. Basically Tannen,
although he makes some noise about seeing cops act "dishonorably" in the short time he's been
possessing Random, agrees to kill a few police officers for a forgotten crime committed by their
predecessors decades ago. At the same time, we see the pair of cops Tannen will target brutalize
a few innocent teenagers. To be fair, Tannen doesn't get to fulfill his promise to the ghosts, but
the whole "hey, Tannen's perfectly happy to go carve up a couple of people for a crime they have
no personal responsibility for" is kind of sidestepped.

That aside, the conflict between Random and Tannen does fuel the plot well, even if Random
seems to adjust too readily to the fact that Tannen sometimes has complete control of his
physical body. Unfortunately, there isn't much ground to cover: Random is literally stuck with
Tannen, they contact several ghosts, Random's career falls apart because of Tannen's gung-ho
actions (and a close associate of Random's dies in the process), they go to Japan, and meet
more ghosts. There is, of course, more to it than that, but the book's plot feels a bit unfocused
past its center, Tannen's relationship with his unwanted tenant. The closest thing to an antagonist
"No Honor" has is Brit, but, even though her actions end up impacting the plot and she does
interact with our protagonists for one scene, her story just feels like a sub-plot only tangently
related to what we see happening to Random/Tannen. Of course, this is only Vol. 1 of what I
expect will be an ongoing story, but, if Brit is meant to become a permanent antagonist, she
probably could have used more breathing space in this early volume. Also so much space is
spent on the ghosts Tannen encounters - the grandfather of an abused child, the aforementioned
police brutality victims, a Japanese noblewoman killed in the nineteenth century - that the story's
climax, where Tannen's past is finally revealed with little build-up and we learn what has kept his
spirit wandering, feels terribly rushed.

The dialogue does run somewhat smoothly. Tannen's speech is rendered in archaic, purple
prose, but not to the ridiculous levels you'd expect from how some genre stories depict noble
warriors from alien societies. Tannen's words do clash with Random's modern dialogue, but not
so much that there's too much of a distracting contrast. Unfortunately, there are parts where the
dialogue derails, like this ugly visit from the Exposition Fairy:

Brit: "Look, you didn't hire me for my ethics - you put me on the art squad because I know the
mindset."

Police Chief: "You are the mindset! Brit, you can't do this anymore! That's why I gave you the
option to serve the NYPD instead of going to jail!"

As for Clayton Crain's art, it is in the Top Cow house style - although there weren't as many slices
of cheesecake as I thought there would be (although there is one extended scene where Brit
works at the police office during hours wearing a tight, belly-revealing t-shirt and hip-hugging
pants) and actually more panel space is devoted to beefcake. There's a fair amount of attention
given to detail, whether it's a moonlit field in the Japanese countryside or the ubran ally haunted
by the embittered ghost of a child abuser. While the main characters are quite distinct and
capable of showing their emotions. His action scenes are a bit awkward, but far from
incomprehensible.
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Now Fiona Kai Avery's script does work quite well. There's an effort to seamlessly mix in
elements of drama, action, comedy, fantasy, and even horror here, and for the most part she pulls
it off. The tone keeps the right amount of darkness needed for the subject moment, but knows the
right moments to lighten up.

It won't be changing my views on Top Cow's output, but it's certainly a solid work with a premise
that's worth the interest.

Posted by Chad Denton @ 06:42 PM PST [Link]

Monday, April 5, 2004

Beckett Anime Collector Vol. 6 No 3. Issue 55
Publisher: Beckett

A magazine of lighter paper and thinner glossy stock, its contents seem to reflect the material
used to print it. Content that contains a bit of this and a bit of that touching on Yu-Gi-Oh,
Pokemon, Inuyasha, and Duel Masters. It is reflective of the attention span of their target market.
Short, sweet, and thin. If you are over the age of 15, this won’t hold too much interest.

The Price Guides for Pokemon Cards and Yo-Gi-Oh are thorough and helpful for value guided
purchases as well as ascertaining the value of one’s collection.

Otherwise you’ll find reprinted articles from the Yu-Gi-Oh Collector Issue 11, as well as like
minded articles that introduce the ideas, culture and general flavor of the Anime and Anime card
collecting community.

In other words, I would call it a beginner’s guide to becoming a retail customer for the Anime
industry.

I get the feeling that this particular titled magazine is the compilation of snippets from the Beckett
Line of title specific collector magazines. The advertising is more frequent and crass. Featuring
the who’s who of cable network cartoon providers; ABC, ABCfamily, Disney, CartoonNetwork, et
al. Retail sellers such as Samgoody, Suncoast, BestBuy, and Fry’s also get some real estate
within the magazine. Beckett themselves reserves 6 pages of real estate to sell their Cool Anime
Stuff.

There are 4 contests throughout the magazine. Maybe it’s my age, maybe I’ve been in sales and
marketing too long myself, but all I can think is, “Jeesh, they’ve pushed the Major retailers and
broadcasters in the kids’ faces, now they want a boatload of free market research from them?”

Ultimately, I tried my best to stay focused inside this publication, but failed. It is, for all intents and
purposes, a commercial.

Save your money, and buy Beckett’s title specific collector magazines.

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 03:04 PM PST [Link]

Yu-Gi-Oh Collector, #11
Publisher: Beckett

Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

http://www.drownedinink.com/
http://www.beckettanime.com/
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http://www.beckettyugioh.com/
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When Beckett described this publication as a guide to Yu-Gi-Oh cards, games, and other Anime
Products, they were understating the facts.

Issue 11 featuring an embossed “Slifer” on the cover screams for attention. The binding, paper
weight and glossy product will stand the test of time, and manhandling. One of the mandated
features I look for is top notch 4 color printing. The print job has to live up to the graphics. As a
publication Issue 11 is sharp and professional. Issue 11 is a keeper.

Beckett offers a veritable smorgasbord of Yu-Gi-Oh pricing, collecting, buying, selling,
celebration, sharing, game play training, and URLs supporting more of the same.

If you have a Yu-Gi-Oh collector in the house, they will spend hours inside this publication.

The Price Guide bestows up to date information as to the dollar value of these mighty collectable
dueling cards. Your YGO collector may be a very wealthy person as well as powerful at the card
table. The price guide also allows buyers to see where to put their investment monies. (Are you
getting this Grandma and Grandpa?)

Yu-Gi-Oh Episode Reviews keep the avid fan up to date on the happenings of their favorite
characters, as well as filter out episodes that aren’t worthy of taking time away from dueling with
friends.

A PC Game review gives a fair and balanced overview of the latest software YGO gaming has to
offer. Does one go digital and leave the traditional cards on the table? Only the true YGO Master
knows.

Background articles and insights to new characters help weave the YGO tale and the intricacies
of their inked lives. To date, Slifer the Sky Dragon, one of three Egyptian God cards, is the
favorite of duelers and collectors. YGO is translated to English from the Japanese format and at
times the translation process looses the intent of the Japanese writers and artists. These types of
articles help to clarify intent toward the powers and personalities of key YGO entities.

Coming Attractions opens the window to new toys and novelties of the industry. Collectors and
fanatics will appreciate the edge to availability without having to travel to a Comic Con miles
away.

The Best of the Best covers in detail the top 100 cards to date. Compiled from the North
American Continents most avid players this list proffers those cards most sought and used within
the card dueling of YGO. (That’s another shopping list Grandma and Grandpa)

Much like Fantasy Football, Beckett offers an in depth Ultimate Fantasy Duel List. Here you can
find deck structures, plans, strategy, and risk management that General Sun Tzu would admire.

Ask the Yu-Gi-Oh Master offers Yoda-like instruction. All the questions come from readers. If
your YGO fanatic is yearning for higher knowledge and power, he can email the YGO master
directly!

My personal favorite section is the Yu-Gi-Oh Gallery. Readers and fans can mail in, or email in
their personal fan art for sharing and publication.

To simply state that this publication is a guide to Yu-Gi-Oh cards, games, and other Anime
Products is akin to saying the ocean is a bit wet.
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Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 12:59 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, April 4, 2004

Hellboy was great! Totally worth the $9.50 +$2 parking I paid to see it.

I really did like it. I've only seen Ron Pearlman in "Name of the Rose" and "La Cite des Enfants
Perdu" and his characters were kind of brain damaged and creepy. As Hellboy his character is
creepy, but wisecracking, sharp as a tack creepy.

Good music, good action even though there were no car chases, and good casting except John
Hurt sucked very much. But seems like old John has been on auto-pilot for about fifteen years
now, so I'm not surprised.

I've only read a few of the Hellboy comics at Playboy.com and, astonishingly, they still have the
Hellboy comics up on the Darkhorse pages. I only started reading Hellboy because I ran out of
Bettie Page comics. I mean, Bettie Page he's not, but I still managed to enjoy reading them.
However, I don't remember the fish guy, but I might not have been paying enough attention.

Oh, and there's a gateway to Hell in Scotland in this film and this might or might not come as a
surprise to some of our longtime readers.

So go see it. I'm cheap and I'm here to tell you: it's worth the money.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 07:10 PM PST [Link]
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Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam, comments are
closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with your comment and we'll add it.
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron
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Saturday, April 3, 2004

Common Grounds, #1-3
Publisher: Top Cow

Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

32 years ago I was introduced to comics by my father. He presented me with a copy of Swamp
Thing, Spiderman, and Captain America. I was hooked. Normally I’d buy comics by judging the
cover art, and thumbing through the pages looking for action scenes and inviting layouts. I built
quite the collection over 10 years. Which through the passing of time, somehow became lost
between High School and College.

Today I lurk through comic book stores searching for and buying the old issues that I loved back
then. You could call me an aficionado of “old school” comics.

Common Grounds presents the same lure as the old issues I sought as a child. The cover art is
solid and consistent is flavor, the layout and ink work expressive yet simple. Line weights and
coloring within the issues present suggestive visuals without clutter. Clean and crisp. I consider
this series a collectible based on the art alone.

The writing is quirky and dated relying on current events, political beliefs and named products of
this generation. This is not to suggest a negative opinion towards the flavor of the writing. I find
references, rhetoric, and syntax familiar to the point of everyday expressions that are the very
foundation of the premise presented.

Simply stated, Common Grounds is a franchise of donut shops (Dunkin Donuts?) specifically
serving superheroes and super villains. One storyline presents the rules for Common Grounds

http://liheliso.org/
http://www.topcow.com/
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that no fighting or combat is tolerated within the establishment. Bouncers are on hand to remove
those super types that start trouble. (My only question being, what type of bouncer can efficiently
remove super individuals engaged in combat?) Contained within the parameters of Common
Grounds we are introduced to a set of super individuals through conversations, thoughts, and in
one story, a bathroom conversation between a villain and a super hero.

Common Grounds employs everyday humans for customer service. In one story a look into the
moral of not giving up on one’s dreams is presented through a threatening scenario between two
humans. I found the conversation and storyline engaging, but within one graphic cell, the
presentation of a PT Cruiser vehicle was distracting.

The humor contained within the writing and presented conversations can be quite good. I found
myself laughing out loud at one punch line. Conversely, I often found myself thinking that a group
of high school boys got together and wrote the dialogue. It’s a bit thin in context and light in
vocabulary. Within three books, there were references to “horny high school girls”, an attempted
kidnap/rape, a bathroom conversation presented between two toilet stalls, failed sexual exploits
due to superpowers, the stereotypical waitress wannabe an actress, a female superhero declining
a donut due to watching her figure, and an additional scene reference to a possible alley rape or
“pulling a train”. These points of dialogue were distracting as well.

What I found completely solid and quite impressive were the transition scenes and layouts
supporting those scenes. Balanced, supportive of thought, and easily followed they offered a solid
foundation to any weaknesses in dialogue.

The series delves lightly into everyday issues concerning familial interplay, social injustice,
political ramifications, human interaction, anger, frustration, hopes, dreams, and life itself as a
struggle. These are examined within the context of a superhero individually, in a pair, and
expressly between a protagonist and antagonist. The very idea of examining super heroes
against and within the context of regular human life and struggles sets this series apart. But it is a
double edged sword at times. Just as I was losing myself in a character or scene, I would be
jarred by a graphic or conversation so timely in reference I’d immediately be asking myself,
“what’s THAT doing in there?” or “God, I hate it when people speak like that.”. Character syntax
and vocabulary do not support personality differentiation. There is a Hebrew super hero, who
speaks guarded English, and within a few cells a German superhero speaking his native
language. But generally the characters, female or male, tend to sound alike is verbiage.

There are two hidden gems within the series. The first gem being two page spreads presenting an
insider’s look at the processes taken by the artists and writers in developing the art and stories.
The second is found in Issue 2, an opening salvo showcasing Stryke Force, another Top Cow
Production. This short excursion into another comic leaves you wanting more of the same, a lot
more.

I’m smitten with the storyline found in Issue 3 and the Character of Charm. She has a substantive
personality that could yield a great long term story. Her brother Strangeness seems a bit
dismissive and baseline in personality. I’m not sure if the Top Cow team has plans for
development in characters or rather in philosophy framed within random individuals.

All in all, I’m quite willing to give Common Grounds another 10 issues to mature in writing.

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 07:46 AM PST [Link]

Friday, April 2, 2004

http://www.visionized.com/
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Common Grounds, #1-3
Publisher: Top Cow

Reviewed by Chris Husmann (Posted by Kathy LaFollett)

Synopsis:

A chain of restaurants (known as "Common Grounds") attract some unique customers. These
customers are all super heroes and super villains. All of them with different powers, costumes,
and history. These are their stories and adventures of how they become who they are and why
they chose to become a hero (or villain.)

Review:

I had no idea what to expect when I first took a gander at these comics. I looked at the covers,
flipped through some of the pages and then started off on page one for each of them. I have to
say the Common Grounds comics are very original and very fresh. I haven’t seen any other comic
that reminds me of them. Each issue has two separate stories of different characters.

Common Grounds focuses more on the characters backgrounds. So if your one of those people
who enjoys action and fighting in comic books then I don’t think you’d find yourself enjoying this
series very much. This series did just pick up so I’m sure that they will add more action later down
the road.

The art in these comics is very well done. Only thing that I didn’t like was that they had two
different art styles. The first half of the comic seems to be drawn by the same artist. Where as the
second half is totally different and resembles the art that of a Saturday morning cartoon (this goes
for each issue!) I’m just not used to the artwork changing as I read on in a comic book.

The stories in these comics are ok. I’d say they are above average. They just change the plot and
move on to a different character throughout each comic. So the story isn’t exactly stationary. I’m
sure most of us are used to comics that focus on one main character and his/her counterparts
throughout the whole series. So you’re in for a change if you read Common Grounds. I enjoyed
reading these comics up until issue number three (the last issue that’s out I believe.) After reading
the problems and history of six or more characters in the previous two issues with little or no
action, it just got too repetitive for my taste.

The Verdict:

All in all this is a nice change from other comics. It’s original and fresh. I think they take the
originality to far though… making it seem rather repetitive (as I stated before). If I had to give it a
rating on a scale from one to ten I’d give it a 6/10. Its nice and all but it could use some changes.

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 01:20 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, April 1, 2004

Just a reminder that July 1, 2004 is the the next essay deadline for the next issue of LHLS.
Please see the editorial policy and submission guidelines, and feel free to contact us if you have
any questions, thank you. Hope we see you on July 1.

http://www.topcow.com/
http://www.visionized.com/
http://liheliso.com/edpol.html
http://liheliso.com/edpol.html#submission
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Review materials may be sent to:

J LHLS
PO Box 31531

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Posted by Editor @ 07:50 PM PST [Link]

Monday, March 29, 2004

Ruule: Ganglords of Chinatown #5
by Ivan Brandon, Mike Hawthorne, Rick Remender, Guilia Brusco, Richard

Starkings, Jimmy Bentancourt, Comicraft, Matt Hollingsworth
Created by Jeff Amano
Cover art by David Mack
Publisher: Beckett Comics
April 2004 - Issue 5

Ruule: Ganglords of Chinatown #5 is a brutally violent comic illustrated in the style of the recent,
Bruce Timm-produced Batman and Superman television cartoons. The dialog and plot are
unencumbered with the burden of originality, which hardly dooms the project. What is present is
atmosphere, and lots of energy, but despite those virtues, Ganglords #5 fails more than it
succeeds

Nearly four action-drenched pages pass before the first panel with written text appears. "It's
over," a lithe woman says, gripping a long, splintered stick, and standing waist-deep in a pool of
water o'er-slicked with blood. The plot, such as it is, is a standard 1950's vengeance noir
potboiler, featuring Gid, a young man seeking to kill gang leaders responsible for killing his
brothers, and "the men who refused to help us." Anachronisms such as modern-looking
motorbikes are depicted, but otherwise Ganglords instincts tend toward the cityscapes of James
Ellroy's "LA Quartet." There's a certain charm in explicitly portraying truly unsettling acts of
carnage, torture, combat, and yet representing curse words with the kind of funny letters found in
a vintage Dick Tracy strip. The presentation is attractive, and features an evocative cover by
David Mack, but doesn't go much deeper. The stylized, cartoonish character designs, alongside
horrific acts of violence, used to great effect in Brian Michael Bendis and Michael Avon Oeming's
Powers, do not inform or enhance the story and themes of Ganglords.

The narrow emotional range of the characters makes it hard to care about them, or what will
happen to them. The focus on consequences and the corruption of power is a good dramatic
theme, but its potential is squandered. At different points, several characters (and Gid himself)
speak to Gid's "choices" and how he's changing into the men who did him wrong. Which would be
an interesting progression to explore, if it was actually shown. Gid has a wild glint in his eye from
start to end, 41 pages later, with scant, and deeply unsatisfactory, allusions to a character
capable of making considered judgments, to a character worthy of our emotional investment in
his redemption. The characters that surround him, from the woman who speaks the first line of
dialog in the book, to his adolescent brother, to the twin ganglords who are captured and
sentenced by Gid to a kind of street justice, are ciphers. They are horrified and bemused by Gid's
decisions, repsectively, but are not granted the expressiveness to articulate what has been lost.

Posted by William Wentworth Sheilds @ 05:26 PM PST [Link]

http://www.beckettcomics.com/
http://peppergray.org/
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Sunday, March 28, 2004

2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review (still): Decease #1

A good zine is hard to find. Actually, let me emend that: finding a *zine* is hard enough these
days, since everyone is doing comix, apparently. I've always loved zines - bought them, traded
them, written about them, worked on them (Inquisitor) - and I'm sad to see that most zines have
gone the way of manual typewriters. Hmm, maybe there's a connection. Anyway, I was genuinely
pleased to pick up the first issue of Decease of APE: a gen-yoo-ine zine, black and white xeroxed
8.5x11 sheets stapled in the middle and packed with lots and lots of text. Yay! The zine is not
dead - now it's just *about* death.

Editor-in-chief Meri Brin has assembled 10 diverse meditations on death and the culture
surrounding it. They range from personal and touching (Jana Wright's memory of seeing her
father's body in a morgue - not scary, but liberating) to ironic and amusing (Andrew Losowsky's
12-page essay on obituaries, which could have used a bit more editing) to offbeat and hey-isn't-
that-cool (Wright again, on true crime tunes and the morbidity of Liszt - and hey, how come Peter
Gabriel's "Family Snapshot" wasn't on the list of songs about murder?). There's lots more, some
of it fascinating, all of it well-written and thought-provoking. This is a zine at its best: taking a
universal fact and writing about it, writing through it, and making it your own.

My only complaint about Decease is the use of whimsical and serif-laden fonts, and a different
one for each piece, at that. My eyes, my eyes! Please, for the sake of your readers with less than
perfect vision, stick to Arial and Times, and if you must go wild, use Palatino. I look forward to
issue #2.

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 10:11 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron
J LHLS Archives: March 2004

Saturday, March 27, 2004

Meet Edwin Morose

Teddy Scares teddy bears.

Reviewed by Ginger Mayerson

Full disclosure: I never had a teddy bear as a child. I had a Raggedy Ann.

However, because I'm a serious person(TM) and have had a lot of coffee today, I'm not going to
let my childhood stand in the way of reviewing this Teddy Scares teddy bear, called Edwin
Morose.

This is an edgy concept bear for teens, the waning on the box reads: "13+ for the unlucky ages of
13 & up." Now, I realize that in a perfect world, every twelve year old would receive a VISA card
with a $100,000 credit limit and this would be the consumer version of sending teens in to the
woods naked to see if they come back and are allowed to join the tribe. However, we do not live
in a perfect world, we live in a world where adults have all or most of the VISA cards and anxious
parents ought to buy this bear in an attempt to connect with the Goth baby, that used to be their
Angel baby, who listens to loud, creepy music (*see below) and will not come out of their room
anymore. I seriously recommend that parents do buy this bear for their spawn. They got nothing
to lose here. If the kid is going to scoff at something, well, at least let it be something as cool as
these Teddy Scares.

These bears are pretty creepy, but creepy in a cuddly way, if that makes any sense at all. The
theme of this line of bears is an attempt to answer the age old question: What happens to teddy
bears after the child outgrows them? Well, obviously they become zombie bears. So, the box

http://teddyscares.com/
http://liheliso.org/
http://teddyscares.com/bear_bios/index.shtml
http://teddyscares.com/
http://teddyscares.com/
http://teddyscares.com/bear_bios/index.shtml
http://teddyscares.com/bear_bios/index.shtml
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looks like it's been sitting in a leaky part of the attic for a few years. There's more information on
the box, such as:

"Once soft and cuddly,
"now dead and bloody."

Not quite EA Poe, but it does scan. Kind of.

"As a child, your teddy bear was there to love and protect you from things that go bump in the
night. Now you've become older and your toys have been long forgotten... but they never forget."

See? Guilt and fear; exactly what the collection companies use when that VISA bill goes too long
unpaid. Which makes this a kind of educational toy as well.

"These once loyal stuffed friends have undergone a hideous transformation - these cannibalistic
cadavers have returned from their graves to exact a bloody revenge."

Like I said: Zombie Bears. And there you have perfectly good tie-in with "Dawn of the Dead".
Please notice how the serendipity and interconnectedness of all of life and commerce is in play
here.

And the box gets even cooler (I know, I know, it's a box, but it's an IMPORTANT part of this
reviewer's experience). Inside the box, there's more text, this time handwritten:

"For years I sat on the edge of your bed, listening to your dreams, getting soggy from your tears.
Every day I comforted you and played - we were together forever, friends to the end. The little
child grew old which turned into [illegible]. Then I'm left lying around on the floor, stuffed in a box,
and shoved..." [The rest is behind the bear's head and I didn't feel like unmooring him from his
domain.]

You know, we so seldom get to see it from the teddy bear's point of view.

Also in this box, there are more graphics, but they are a blurry, faded picture of the bear with the
child who subsequently abandoned him. There's a faded daguerreotype of Theodore Roosevelt
and an x-ray of a hand for some reason. I dunno, this box has more ambience than my whole
apartment.

And then there is the bear, Edwin Morose, himself. He's a shade of dark rose in lush plush. So
lush and soft, I was startled when my hand first brushed against his head, but I controlled myself
(kind of). Clad in a stunning navy blue t-shirt with a broken heart on it, he carries black velvet
roses in his right hand and a burlap bag, ostensibly containing a plush heart (no, I didn't look, but
I believe what it says on The Box) in his left. And he's soooooo soft, it's like silk chenille after
you've had champagne or something. Okay, okay, I'll put him back in the box, calm down. Oh!
And there's a toe tag! Is that cute or what?!

And in closing, I can only say that this is the bear for these times and the times for these bears. I
speak as a member of the generation that kind of missed the Beatles, got stuck with Elton John
(*see above), and had to choose between Disco and Punk. A hardy lot, we infants of the 60s and
teens of the 70s, our tastes and manners honed by adversity and the Bee Gees (*see above),
which are the same thing, but we do, at the roots of our being, know from bears. After all, we had
Yogi and Boo Boo as role models on TV and of course the incomparable Phil Harris voicing the
greatest singing bear of all time in "Jungle Book":
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"Look for the bare necessities
"The simple bare necessities
"Forget about your worries and your strife
"I mean the bare necessities
"Old Mother Nature's recipes
"That brings the bare necessities of life."

Only to be eclipsed by Louis Prima as the King of the Swingers. Sigh, there's always a bigger fish,
isn't there? Alas, there are no lines of "Curious George in the Rue Morgue" or "Mighty Joe Sock
Monkey" plush toys, are there? Are there?!

No wonder I've become obsessed with Edwin Morose of Teddy Scares. I will, however, try to find
a more balanced reviewer to get a second opinion on this bear, upon which I have rendered the
verdict: Fabulous! Utterly Fabulous! He's sooooooooo soft and... oh never mind.

Note: This bear is Wizard World LA 2004 swag. Thank you very much to Mr. Phil Nannay,
President of Applehead Factory Design Studio, www.appleheadfactory.com, for the Teddy Scares
bear for review.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 06:00 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, March 21, 2004

The Case of the Colonist's Corpse
by Bob Ingersoll and Tony Isabella

Publisher: Star Trek (Pocket Books)
ISBN: 0743464974

Reviewed by Kathryn L. Ramage

Perry Mason in Space…

Authors Bob Ingersoll and Tony Isabella make it clear in the acknowledgments prefacing this
book that they've written a murder mystery in the Perry-Mason style -- that is, a mystery set as a
courtroom drama with the lawyer for the defense acting as detective, and a client who is
undoubtedly not guilty. But Ingersoll and Isabella have also written a Star Trek novel. Our hero is
none other than Samuel T. Cogley, the luddite lawyer who defended Captain Kirk in the Original
Series episode Court Martial. His client is a Klingon governor accused of murdering his
Federation counterpart on a colony world shared by both (in accordance with the Organian Peace
Treaty). Like Earl Stanley Gardner's Perry Mason, Cogley is called upon not only to defend his
client, but to solve the crime of which his client has been falsely accused and to find the guilty
party. He even has a "Della Street" secretary and a "Paul Drake" private investigator to assist
him.

This book can be considered in two lights; as a mystery, and as a Star Trek novel.

How does it stand up as a mystery? As a mystery, the story is replete with the typical range of
suspects: the cheating wife and her lover, some business-type associates who would be ruined
by the actions of the murdered man if he'd lived long enough, an angry, drunken lout bent on
revenge, and even a couple of spies–in this case, one human and one Klingon. I had my
suspicions about the murderer early on, but the truth wasn't so painfully obvious as to spoil the
mystery, nor so obscure as to come out of nothing; there were enough real clues, false clues,
motives, death threats, and red herrings tossed in and sustained to keep the question respectably

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/0743464974/qid%3D1079926972/sr%3D1-1
http://appleheadfactory.com/
http://gingermayerson.com/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/0743464974/qid%3D1079926972/sr%3D1-1
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up in the air until the resolution. The story has a nice Perry-Masonish feel to it throughout and
follows the template of the Gardner novels I've read (admittedly, not all of them).

How is it as a Star Trek novel? Those readers looking for the further adventures of Kirk and
company will be disappointed; the crew of the Enterprise only makes two brief appearances at
the middle and end of the story. On the other hand, we do not forget that this novel is set in the
Trek universe, for the text is liberally strewn with references to people, places, and events familiar
to the well-versed Trekker -- actually, to the point where I began to find them an annoying
distraction. The Organians and the Daystrom Institute? Okay. At least there was some reason for
their being mentioned. But Captain Archer and Section 31? Unnecessary, and laying it on a little
too thick for my tastes.

It seemed a bit odd to me that with all the usual 23rd-century Trek technology available, there
were a number of things that were anachronistic. For example, Cogley's dislike of computers is
well established from his appearance in Court Martial, but the murdered man also keeps a
collection of books and writes his notes on paper -- both of which are important to the case. It
also struck me as odd that the murdered man could be hit with a phaser blast and not be
vaporized instantly. Both of these points I can forgive, however, by attributing them to the authors'
need to provide viable clues: computer records can be altered in ways that printed writing cannot,
and the weakness of the phaser blast leaves a body to be found so that the characters in the
novel know that this is a murder rather than an unaccountable disappearance.

In spite of the oddities and irritations, my overall impression of the book is a favorable one. I
enjoyed reading it, and if there are to be further books in this series, I'll look forward to seeing
them too.

Although if there are to be more books in this series, I have to pity poor Areel Shaw, the
prosecuting attorney and Kirk's love interest in Court Martial, and this novel's Hamilton Berger
stand-in. At the very end of the book, we have the following ominous description of her:

[Kirk] was reminded of the resentment and intensity he had sensed in Areel back on
the Enterprise, and realized he sensed the same thing from her now. Only this time it

was stronger, darker. Disturbing.

Who can blame her? She must realize that as long as she's up against Cogley, she'll never win
another case for the rest of her career.

Posted by Kathryn L Ramage @ 08:33 PM PST [Link]

Yes, I went to Wizard World Con today (Sun, March 21, 2004) and I'm sure the fanboys were
wondering whose maiden aunt wandered into the wrong con.

Actually, it was great! And I spent time talking to publishers and artists who were glad to talk to
someone closer to their own age, refreshing, in fact. Thank you very much to Jesse Schiller at
Wizard World for the press passes for me and Gaming Editor, Ruben Sahagun.

I'm told that yesterday it was packed with over 7,000 attendees. I'm sure today was quieter, but
there were still a lot of people in there. And I was only downstairs in the Comics section, I'm sure
the Gamer section upstairs was jumpin', too.

Anyway, here are the very nice folks who gave us very nice work to review (look for in-depth
reviews here in the near future):
REVIEWED Common Grounds 1, 2 and 3 (floppy comic book [color]). 
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REVIEWED No Honor (trade comic [color])
Midnight Nation (huge trade comic [color]) by J Michael Straczynski ("From the Creator of
Babylon 5 and Rising Stars" is says on the cover). 
REVIEWED Yu-Gi-Oh Collector Magazine, Neopets, the Official Magazine (I was very politely
informed that elderly sophisticated women of a certain age, like myself, love Neopets. Good to
know!), and the REVIEWED The Anime Collector Magazine. 
Gone South (floppy comic book [bw]) Dixie vampires (I think), hey why not?
REVIEWED Ganglords of Chinatown (a slim and elegant trade comic [color, esp. red]) Violent
and gory. But they do have a new title coming out called Fade from Grace that they assured me
was romantic and pretty and that elderly sophisticated women of a certain age, like myself,
would love it. 
REVIEWED B.A.B.E. Force 1 and 2 (floppies [bw]) Satire, "This action comedy follows the
adventures of an elite team of super spies as they try to go undercover in suburbia." Charlies'
Angels meets Fast Times at Ridgemont High maybe. 
REVIEWED Kabuki Metamorphosis (incredibly beautiful trade [color] signed by the artist who is
very nice to talk to) I've read a few Kabuki floppies and think they are just the cat's pajamas.
"Layers of intrigue and hidden agenda are matched by the layers of graphic invention -- pen and
ink, collage, watercolor -- while western psychoanalytic theory coexists with the fatalism of the
Japanese ghost story." John Sayles. It's really pretty, too, and every page is beautifully composed
and subtly colored. That's not a review, it's just a teaser.
REVIEWED Buzzboy. Monsters, Dreams & Milkshakes. "The World's Most Upbeat Super Hero"
"Featuring Monkeys and Wienerdogs!" (trade comic [bw]) Looks kind of fun. 
REVIEWED Me and Edith Head (mini comic [bw]) Really really good drawing and story. 
REVIEWED Stupid Comics (floppy [bw]) by Jim Mahfood. 
REVIEWED Alice (small trade [bw]) by Lela Dowling. Retelling "Alice in Wonderland" in
sequential art. Clever drawing, kind of like "For better or for worse" but edgier and that's still not
right, but the best I can do right now. The Cheshire Cat is a riot. And we all know the story. 
REVIEWED And, last, but hardly least, Teddy Scares (scary teddy bears [I'm not making this
up], they are very cool).

Look for reviews of these fine publication on this blog in the near future!

There might be a few things on this list left to review after the J LHLS reviewers have had their
way with it. Please contact me at J LHLS, if you'd be interested in reviewing any of it, thanks.

And now I must recover from my day. Comics - they wear a woman out.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08:22 PM PST [Link]
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Monday, March 15, 2004

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 3

If I had an editorial for Issue 3 of J LHLS, it would be about the lack of an editorial for Issue 3 of J
LHLS, so why not cut all our loses this issue and just skip it?
Editorial
by Ginger Mayerson

Posted by Editor @ 10:47 PM PST [Link]

Although Edward Frederick (E.F.) Benson wrote over 70 novels as well as a number of
biographies, ghost stories, and other works of fiction and non-fiction, he is best remembered
today for his six novels chronicling the social squabbles and adventures of two middle-aged
ladies, Elizabeth Mapp and Emmeline Lucas (known as "Lucia" to her friends). 
Explorations in Rye: Searching for Miss Mapp
By Kathryn L. Ramage

Posted by Editor @ 10:44 PM PST [Link]

For the past several years J. F. Elouardio has been quietly absent from the L. A. art world. His
last exhibit - "Silence of the Hummers", at Pacemaker/Sho [April 1994] - received notice in the
local press although its uncanny prescience could hardly have been recognized at that time.
A Visit with J.F. Elouardio
By Maxwell Maxfield

Posted by Editor @ 10:44 PM PST [Link]

Low afternoon sun between perfected orchard rows
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Orchard Two
By Geoff Fernald

Posted by Editor @ 10:43 PM PST [Link]

The pain didn't show itself at first, slicing through the bread, the knife blade found my left pointer
finger with ease and finished the job quickly. 
Domestika
By Kathy LaFollett

Posted by Editor @ 10:41 PM PST [Link]

Last night I saw the moon and Mars.
The Moon Asks a Tough Question
By Mick Harrigan

Posted by Editor @ 10:40 PM PST [Link]

My word, this THEATER is awfully CROWDED. Could you scooch just over a little bit? Say, I
wonder what would happen if I happened to yell FIRE!!!!!!!! 
Don't Panic!
By Kitty Johnson

Posted by Editor @ 10:40 PM PST [Link]

Just before dinner seating
Two-Loon Blessing
By Geoff Fernald

Posted by Editor @ 10:39 PM PST [Link]

Since this scene establishes the structure of the film, it has already been discussed in length in
Part I. So in fear of redundancy, I'm not going to add much more.
It's in Your Head (Part 2)
By Donatella DelBono

Posted by Editor @ 10:38 PM PST [Link]

I can't begin to tell you all
These Poets
By Mick Harrigan

Posted by Editor @ 10:38 PM PST [Link]

Pibgorn, by Brooke McEldowney, is probably the best illustration of the power and freedom a
webcomic offers a good artist. It's got sex, violence, religion, the supernatural, pin-ups, naked
flying babes, sci-fi, long and complex story arcs, and, lately, a Noir voice in the narration.
Naked Flying Babes
By Ginger Mayerson

Posted by Editor @ 10:37 PM PST [Link]

I'm just white-knuckling it with the muse.

http://liheliso.com/Issue3/Issue3.html#Orchard_Two
http://liheliso.com/Issue3/Issue3.html#Domestika
http://liheliso.com/Issue3/Issue3.html#The_Moon_Asks_a_Tough_Question
http://liheliso.com/Issue3/Issue3.html#Dont_Panic
http://liheliso.com/Issue3/Issue3.html#Two_Loon_Blessing
http://liheliso.com/Issue3/Issue3.html#Its_in_Your_Head_Part_2
http://liheliso.com/Issue3/Issue3.html#These_Poets
http://www.unitedmedia.com/comics/pibgorn/
http://liheliso.com/Issue3/Issue3.html#Naked_Flying_Babes


J LHLS Archives: March 2004

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/archive-03142004-03202004.htm[4/27/2019 2:43:07 PM]

An Interview with Brooke McEldowney
By Ginger Mayerson

Posted by Editor @ 10:36 PM PST [Link]
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Friday, March 12, 2004

I Never Liked You
by Chester Brown

Publisher: Drawn and Quarterly
ISBN: 1-896597-14-9

I bought this book at APE, so it's not really swag. I had wanted it for a long time - I believe the first
edition came out in 1994 - but somehow I never got around to buying it. But there it was at the
Drawn and Quarterly table and it went into the bag with the new Optic Nerve. Now I'm happy.

This is the second edition of this collection, somewhat pompously titled "The New Definitive
Edition" (okay, whatever). The blurb at D&Q calls this "a harrowing memoir", but I don't think
that's true: it is a story elegantly told, full of raw emotions that remain unexpressed, one that
captures the strange isolation of adolescence. But I wouldn't call it harrowing. Chester Brown
seems to have had a typical suburban white boy growing-up experience, full of silences and
secrets; bad things happen, but nothing is connected, and nobody bothers to explain things to
you. I thought his mother, who first appears on page 13, was a single parent, until his dad showed
up on page 56 - another feature of suburban white-boy childhood. Brown perfectly captures the
insane circle of crushes, attractions, and repulsions that are part of everyone's teenage years.
What I think I like best is that he never excuses himself, or resorts to "poor me" apologies -
"Chester" is just as confused and mean as his friends. Brown's drawing style is at once realistic
and exaggerated - faces are beautifully rendered, but hands look like claws, bodies and legs are
impossibly skinny, one girl's breasts are of Luba-sized proportions - all of which brings out the
remembered quality of each vignette. It is a lovely book, and Chester Brown is courageous to put
into art his own story, at once so mundane and yet unique.

Posted by Laurel Sutton @ 05:12 PM PST [Link]
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Sunday, March 7, 2004

2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: The Fixer, published by Drawn & Quarterly, ISBN
1896597602

I have this odd problem with Joe Sacco's drawing: If I think about it, I don't like it. However, when
I look at it, I like the dark, moody landscapes and interiors very much and the rest does the
narrative job well enough. I'm sure this is just my problem and not the drawing and certainly not
the story, which is truly amazing.

Originally, I thought I had something to say about "The Fixer", but then read this review at
iComics and this review at PopMatters and realized that I have nothing to add to them. Although,
having nothing to do with Sacco or his work, I do wonder why the defense of Sarajevo was left to
what seem to my untrained eye to be sociopaths. But any port in a storm, I suppose.
Serendipitously, this month's Current History has an article by John R. Lampe entitled "The
Lessons of Bosnia and Kosovo for Iraq", wherein Mr. Lampe completely misses the point that the
US could and is doing some good in Bosina and Kosovo because, unlike Iraq, we were not the
original aggressor in those countries. In my quotidian life, Bosina, Kosovo, Iraq are just places on
the map. However, reading "The Fixer" and looking at the bloodied bodies and blasted homes of
the citizens of Sarajevo has made at least one of those places more real for me.

Now, who's going to tell Baghdad's story?
The Fixer

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 02:23 PM PST [Link]
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Wednesday, March 3, 2004

FanBoy Planet has some great reviews of stuff I missed at APE 2004! How could I miss this stuff!
Now I have to get it!

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 05:46 PM PST [Link]

2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: Boy Trouble, No. 5, 10th Anniversary

Is there really any other kind of trouble? Dan Savage loved this collection, so you can just ignore
the rest of this review. However, for those of you who choose to read on, only in one comic was
there any serious sex, so this is by no means a porn fest. The rest of the stories were about
wanting sex, but not getting it, which is another kind of trouble. The stories are well-told, often in
only a page or two, and the drawing is perfect for these stories. Lots and lots of sequential artists
and writers, too many to mention here. Get a copy; you'll be glad you did!
Boy Trouble, No. 5, my copy says $8.95, I suppose there's tax and shipping, and David Kelly had
the most obvious copies for sale.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 05:37 PM PST [Link]

2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: Deadly Artisans

"A select group of top tier Government Officials meet in secrecy and decide what criminals are
beyond due process." From the introduction.

Hm, I guess I watched too much "Dragnet" in my youth because I don't believe anyone is beyond
due process. We have due process and habeas corpus (or had, US citizens Jose Padilla and
Yaser Hamdi are still locked up without charges and have been for over a year) because
sometimes the cops and/or feds grab the wrong person. It happens a lot and due process usually
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keeps the error rate in the reasonable zone, if you can get a lawyer who doesn't fall asleep at
your trial.

But, oh okay! It's just a comic book with buffed-up, super-powered, homicidal main characters
and lots of violence against (alleged) bad guys who futilely beg for their lives and forget to load
their guns before they are slashed to bits in the name of Truth, Justice and the American way.
Hey, who am I to rain on anyone's parade?
Deadly Artisans

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 05:36 PM PST [Link]

Monday, March 1, 2004

Benjamin Franklin: An American Life
by Walter Isaacson

Publisher: Simon & Schuster 
ISBN: 0684807610

And

The Stone Cold Truth
by Stone Cold Steve Austin

Publisher: WWE
ISBN: 0743477200

Reviewed by Kitty Johnson

You know, if it weren't for on-line porn, I wouldn't read fiction at all. My tastes (if we can use that
word) run to the earthy, gritty truth of existence, i.e. not that stuff people make up out of their
heads. However, I admit that I sometimes leaven my high-porn diet with a biography or two, but I
never lose sight of the gritty earthiness of it all.

For one thing, biographies have indices, and indices are very good for gauging porn-levels. There
I'll be with a copy of Hammurabai: That Babylonian Bad Boy, and I've got my nose in the index
looking up "Hammurabai and sex" or (even more fun) "Hammurabi and sexual prowess" or (this is
me being totally frolicsome) "Hammurabai and sexual failures." (Then after I look up "sex", I
always look up "Elvis" figuring that any book worth reading will acknowledge the King.)

Uh-oh, looks like there's no Elvis in Walter Isaacson's best-selling Benjamin Franklin: An
American Life (Simon and Schuster 2003). But are you really surprised? Still, Isaacson is placid
and fair, and, although Franklin's autobiography itself was much livelier, that ought to count for
something. Besides we need this biography; the story of Ben Franklin is the closest we come to
defining success in America. Poor boy works hard, makes good, and impresses the world. (Hey,
maybe there IS some Elvis in Isaacson after all.)

On the other hand, The Stone Cold Truth, wrestler Stone Cold Steve Austin's autobiography
(Pocket Books, 2003), looks pretty sexy and Elvis-y, but there is no index (you have to leaf
through its pages looking for fun in the old fashioned way). It's very easy to be snooty about
Stone Cold's glee over the new Wal-Mart that's opened just ten miles from his home (p. 272), but
Stone Cold also manages to include some touching little pensees on success as he lurches from
the cradle to television to Branson to the grave. But Monsieur Stone Cold's oeuvre is also
intellectually stimulating. See, wrestling, like everything else, is divided into good and evil. But,
instead of the old Guelph/Ghibelline, breath mint/candy mint paradigm, wrestling has babyfaces
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versus heels. Say, Stone Cold knows his Miltonic binaries: "when you're a heel, you can do
absolutely anything. As a babyface, there are a lot of parameters and boundaries you can't
cross." Tell it to Aristotle, brother!

Stone Cold's pathologically casual writing has little in common with Isaacson's burnished-
textbook style, but the slow-cooked truth is that these two books form a interesting chain of
commentary about the American dream, which is nice when it succeeds but just spectacular
when it fails.

If this sort of discourse interests you, you might want to look at a couple of other recent, but out-
of-print biographies, Nick Tosches's irritatingly brilliant biography of Dean Martin, Dino, and the
flat-out brilliant Leading with my Heart by Virginia Clinton Kelley, mother of our Zeus-like former
president (out of print, and yet Elizabeth Wurtzel lives! What is God thinking of!) Kelley and
Tosches are, unsurprisingly, so saturated with Elvis and sex that their prose just oozes right off
the page . Virginia with her four husbands and her lawsuits! Dean with his Percodans and
divorces! At the heart of all these life stories is America, that very strange promised land that Ben
Franklin thought he had reached when he died in 1790, but, despite saved pennies and all the
earliness to bed in the world, no one has found since.

Posted by Kitty Johnson @ 08:06 PM PST [Link]

Sunday, February 29, 2004

2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: When I Was Brave and Sour Pussy

This is one of those clever 2 in 1 preview books where you read the first comic and then flip it
over and read the other one. Well, I thought it was clever. When I Was Brave is by Kelli Nelson is
a painful high school reminiscence done in her usual heavy, but still amazingly clean line (see
Dream Project, June 1, 2000). Going against the grain is always tough, but even tougher when
going against wrong-headed authority as well. The story is deftly told and very sad. Robyn
Chapman's Sour Pussy is about a girl making a zine called Sour Pussy. Oh, damn, I gave away
the ending, oh well. There are some interesting drawings on Robyn's site, Unpopular Comics. If
Edvard Munch had drawn comics, they might have looked similar to these.
When I Was Brave and Sour Pussy for more of their work, I don't know if you can buy this
preview.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08:22 PM PST [Link]
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Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
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J LHLS Archives: February 2004

Saturday, February 28, 2004

2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: Wasted Minds, #9"

It's impossible to review the ninth installment of something without the other eight, which is
situation with Wasted Minds, #9, by Vanessa Satone. The drawing is pretty good, the premise
seems wacky enough, and the characters look fairly interesting, but I had no idea why any of this
was so. Except the drawing, Vanessa takes much care over that. Her site www.visforvacant.com
has a lot more comics and a blog.
Wasted Minds, #9

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 07:54 PM PST [Link]

Friday, February 27, 2004

2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: The Dream Project, June 1, 2000

I have a lot of trouble remembering my dreams, even when I'm trying, so reading a comic about
someone's dream is a real treat for me. Kelli Nelson's The Dream Project, June 1, 2000, really
captures the qualities of the dreams I can remember: Rambling, disjointed, hyper-sensory,
voluptuous, omnipotent and all of it somewhat frightening. The drawing has a heavy, but clean
line, reminiscent of what Picasso was doing in works like "Dream" or "Femme Devant Miroir". You
can order this comic, read Kelli's blog, read more comics, and generally enjoy yourself at her site,
www.CheapPaperArt.com
The Dream Project, June 1, 2000, $2.95 + shipping (I guess) from www.CheapPaperArt.com

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10:30 PM PST [Link]

Thursday, February 26, 2004
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2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: Previews for City of Heroes and Macbeth (yeah, that
Macbeth) from Blue King Studios

I don't quite know what to make of City of Heroes. I liked the action, but didn't really connect with
the characters. Maybe one can't connect in 37 or so panels. Based on an RPG, the premise has
a lot of potential for violence, curvy chicks in strapless spandex (yeah, right), and weird
characters (including villains) as long as the heroes don't trip over their wisecracking, 'ain't we
cool?' attitudes, Blue King might be on to something good.

I liked what I saw of the sequential art retelling of Macbeth, but, then again, I'm a little more
familiar with that story. They promise to stick to the play's text and so far so good (I looked it up).
The tragedies might actually be weird and violent enough for the comics market. I mean, the
plays were pop entertainment in their era; it just got all serious when we had to study them in high
school. However, this could be a good thing for Macbeth, unless someone who's only read the
comic actually saw a performance. There could be rioting because it would be so boring
compared to the comic book. I'll be interested to see what they do with (or to) Lady Macbeth and
her predilection for infanticide. Eh. Now, if Blue King Studios decided to make the a flaming
Bishonen version of Comedy of Errors, hey, I might be very interested in that.
Previews for City of Heroes and Macbeth

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:27 PM PST [Link]

Wednesday, February 25, 2004

2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: Schadenfreude!

Review by Ginger Mayerson

"Mad, bad and dangerous to know" is how Lady Caroline Lamb described Lord Byron after their
first meeting. You'd think she would have run in the other direction, but no, she did not.

Anyway, this is not about that. This is about Schadenfreude!, a book of stark, but lovely
sequential art by Karl Christian about how hard it is to be young and eccentric. Either of those is
tough enough in and of itself, both might inspire one to draw stark, but lovely comics about it. I
met Karl at APE, he looked young; but seemed to be surviving it.

His comic is called Schadenfreude!, subtitled 13 Hours With Lord Byron. It is in black and white
and reminds me a little of woodcuts. The artist gets a lot on each page; the panels are full of
detail, but never cluttered or confusing. The narrative unfolds hour by hour of the 13 in the title.
And at the end, or near it, I found myself wondering how much of it this was a fantasy or a
flashback, due to one panel that had the hero back in his pathetic adolescent bedroom (poor little
guy). Lord Byron might want to be back in his bedroom (alone or not) because his evening isn't
going so well: Some chick pukes on him, he runs into someone from high school (I know I hate
that), and cocaine must have been hard to get that year because everyone is snorting sugar or
sugar substitute. Like I said, it's hard to be young, and harder to be young and eccentric. If it's still
$3.50, you get a lot of comic for your money. There is also a smaller comic inside called Strum
und Drang, an amusing introduction blurb, and a short story with a few panels of illustration at the
end. And, you know, a little Schadenfreude never hurt anyone.
Schadenfreude! Please contact the artist through his LiveJournal to order.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10:51 PM PST [Link]
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Tuesday, February 24, 2004

2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: True Adult Fantasy, #2

Important fact from the Flaming Artist's introduction to True Adult Fantasy, #2: When he was very
young, the artist fell in love with Ed Asner of the "Mary Tyler Moore Show". This explains almost
everything.

I like the Flaming Artist's drawing very very much. This book is full of excellent black and white
drawings of middle aged, big, hairy men alone or with other men. As a lover of figurative art, I
really do like drawings of men and women that have a good mix of poetry and honesty. The stand
alone drawings in this book have that for me. I wish the whole book were these drawings.

Where it goes south for me is not in the drawing but in the narrative of Harry and Dickless Tom,
parts 3 and 4. This strip, which is only 20 pages of the 48 page book, really needs a "story so far"
because I have no idea why one of these burly truckers has a vagina. Also, in this episode, Tom
meets a chick with a dick, so they do the only logical thing: they have sex. Harry has a jealous fit
of cognitive dissonance, he and Tom have a really well drawn fist fight and then make up sex. It's
all wonderfully rendered and I suppose well told, but I really didn't enjoy it very much. Sorry, I just
couldn't get over Tom's vagina and into the story, what there was of it. However, I would
recommend this book for the drawing and, in all honesty, my hang-ups are only mine, so a guy
with a vagina might be much cooler than I can allow myself to enjoy looking at. Hey, it's a big
world; there's room for all of us. And there you have it.
True Adult Fantasy, #2, $6.95 + shipping.

022704 Edit: FYI, Justin Hall reviewed True Adult Fantasy, #1 at the Gay League last year.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10:30 PM PST [Link]

2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: True Travel Tales #1

I couldn't tell from the website if you can buy this online or not. Anyway, do what you have to do to
get one if you enjoy the more surreal aspects of travel. This collection of travel tales by various
writers and illustrated by Justin Hall pretty much sums up the weirdness of travel. I'm sure the
woman being harassed on the beach by the flasher splasher has happened to countless women
simply trying to find a little peace and solitude on vacation. But to know that these things happen
to others and have comics drawn about it is a tremendous comfort to me, at least. My favorite
strip was about a grandmother telling her tale of declining to be a shipboard, opera singing
dominatrix. She turns it down, not because she was shocked and horrified, but because she
thought she'd hurt the guy too much. I liked the strips that centered on women best; so sue me.

This collection has something for everyone from lead singers who set themselves on fire to guys
who like to cum on women they don't know. And all for $2.95!
True Travel Tales #1

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08:44 PM PST [Link]

Monday, February 23, 2004

2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: Adam and Andy

I've been reading Adam and Andy every Sunday since 2000, but it's been online longer than that.
And, as all good things come to those who wait, there is a book version of this weekly strip. It was
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totally worth the wait. As much as I enjoyed the online archives of this strip, I really find having a
physical book of them even more wonderful. Well drawn, very funny and often quite sexy, this
webcomic has a large following of loyal fans. And Asal never lets us down, week in and week out.
(This is not really APE Swag because I bought the book online, but I did get it signed by James
Asal, who is a total sweetheart, at APE.)
Adam and Andy, $9.95 + shipping and handling, Publisher: Studio 64, ISBN: 0974442003

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09:13 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron
J LHLS Archives: February 2004

Tuesday, February 10, 2004

Had Enough?
By James Carville

Publisher: Simon & Schuster (2003) 
ISBN: 0743255755

Reviewed by Lynn Loper

You don’t go to the supermarket to buy a car, and you don’t go to Auto Row to get a can of
pineapple. If you do, you’re just plain stupid. And if you go to James Carville for anything besides
what he has to sell you, you won’t get it and you won’t deserve to. Carville isn’t a political
philosopher. He does what he does and he does it well.

James Carville doesn’t make any secret of what he is, and if you don’t know what he is by now,
you haven’t been paying attention. Carville reduces complicated problems to easy phrases. And I
have no reason to believe that he doesn’t do it from his heart. His heart is 100% true-blue go-get-
the-dirty-bastards Democratic. Mine too. I wish I had the skill and speed to argue with people the
way he does.

In his new book, 'Had Enough? A Handbook for Fighting Back', Carville lays out all the areas
where the second Bush administration is fouling up, and tells them how to fix it. He gives us a
problem, like 'Money is replacing ideas as the currency of politics' and a solution like 'Get
politicians out of the money business – period…'.

It sounds good on a stump, it galvanizes people, it makes them laugh, and it makes them feel like
solutions are achievable. These are all good things. We don’t get enough good things these days.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0743255755/qid%3D1076480059/sr%3D2-1/gingermayerso-20
http://liheliso.org/
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And if George W. Bush had had a James Carville in the 2000 campaign, by now he’d be
Secretary of Something, or hold an important embassy in his hands. That’s a hell of a thought.

Carville has no concealed agenda. What he wants is right out in the open. He isn’t the 'Committee
for Better Government', or an impartial commission, or an independent evaluator. Carville comes
with the donkey tattooed on his forehead. In times like these, where the concept of spin has
pretty much subsumed the idea of content, that’s a relief.

But isn’t there something in psychology about people unconsciously promoting values and ideas
that they’d strenuously object to on a conscious level?

Early in James Carville’s new book 'Had Enough? A Handbook for Fighting Back', he tells us all
‘A Homeland Security Tale’, the fable of King Bubba, King George the Second, and Turdblossom.
King Bubba had been in charge, see, until King George the Second and his assistant
Turdblossom took back the throne. Get it? Whatever. Here’s the paragraph in the fairy tale that
stopped me cold:

'…George II and Turdblossom had reclaimed the family throne from King Bubba, and while the
villagers had loved King Bubba, he had made the village so safe and so wealthy that they figured
King George couldn’t screw it up too bad. Plus, King George seemed to want to give them a lot of
their money back, which the villagers liked.'

King George wanted to give them their money back? Who took it? Why, those tax-and-spend
Democrats, like King Bubba! King Bubba took their money! Just took it!

The Republicans have told us so often and so loudly that it’s okay to vote your baser nature –
vote your racism, your fear, your money – that, like any other vile environmental poison, it’s in our
bones and blood. First we have to recognize it, and then we have to act on it, try to remember
that sometimes the good guys and good ideas do win. And reading a book like Carville’s isn’t the
worst way to remind ourselves of that. Read the book, and if nothing else let it make you a little
happier and more hopeful about what we can do to change the world.

Posted by Lynn Loper @ 10:23 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron
J LHLS Archives: January 2004

Friday, January 23, 2004

UPDATED 012804: Books for review at J LHLS. Inquire within. [more]

Posted by Editor @ 10:28 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, January 10, 2004

Christopher
by Allison Burnett
Publisher: Broadway (2003)
ISBN: 0767913337

Review by Julia Hendricks-Mueller

BK Troop is a brittle and damaged trust fund baby of moderate means,
ringed around with rapid-fire aphorisms and empty wine bottles, who only

leaves his back unguarded for the occasional strapping young man of negotiable virtue in the
twilight world of Manhattan in the early eighties. He's also an unlikely Sancho Panza to
Christopher, the comely and terribly straight vision next door he's determined to have as his next
conquest.

Unfortunately for his romantic aspirations, BK's pursuit runs headlong into Christopher's mother, a
flirtatious maternal black hole who is both a bad aspiring poetess and the only psychiatrist in
history not to have undergone her own analysis (Christopher's father, a geneticist, drank himself
to death, a detail which has my vote for grace note of the year). Christopher, in the wake of a
broken marriage to a suitable nonentity, is dutifully building himself a world not to matter to, a
world BK can make a place in if he plays his cards right.

From his hard-won and tenuous vantage point in the outskirts of Christopher's life, BK (who's not
as bad as he thinks he is) stalks Christopher (who's not nearly as good), his predatory instincts
gradually giving way to courtly love and the carrying of spears on behalf of Christopher's
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somewhat compromised virtue and his own. Christopher follows a year of BK's poignant slapstick
indignities as he pries himself into the world of his reluctant gentleman not-completely-fair and
finds something to value more than he does himself.

I've always thought Sancho deserved his own fable, and this one is true and witty and unsparing
and very wise. I hope BK comes back some time. I'd like to see him again.

***

Posted by Julia Hendricks Mueller @ 11:46 PM PST [Link]
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Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of November
15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!
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Wednesday, November 19, 2003
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Sunday, November 9, 2003

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 2

Ah, Brumaire already. How time flies when you're over forty.
Editorial
by Ginger Mayerson

Posted by Editor @ 08:50 PM PST [Link]

The proceeding was an excerpt from "Beowulf", a 5th century epic poem and some of the only
direct evidence we have of the work of the scop. 
Coming of the Quake Clans: Return of the Scop?
By Kelly S. Taylor

Posted by Editor @ 08:48 PM PST [Link]

Somewhere
Nightfall at the Corner of Hoover and Adams
By William Benson

Posted by Editor @ 08:47 PM PST [Link]

In most parts of the country summer starts on Memorial Day. Here in Wilmington it really starts
with the Flower Market.
Rain and Roses
By Lynn Loper

Posted by Editor @ 08:47 PM PST [Link]
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At fifty-nine we are sorting items in our rental home;
Unessential Ingredients
By Geoff Fernald

Posted by Editor @ 08:46 PM PST [Link]

The Flash Mob was one of the first technology-driven fads of the early twenty-first century.
Dispersed Flash Mobs: A History
By Tom Good

Posted by Editor @ 08:45 PM PST [Link]

Before we can sow the wheat,
By the Ear of the Mule
By Robert Dean Tribble

Posted by Editor @ 08:45 PM PST [Link]

No one in the family knows how Johnny's burial was arranged. The fact is, we didn't know he had
died until eight years after the fact.
Johnny
By Erik M. Stevens

Posted by Editor @ 08:43 PM PST [Link]

California back road,
Orchard
By Geoff Fernald

Posted by Editor @ 08:42 PM PST [Link]

I recently had an argument with a friend (my head) over the film "Head". As this argument
progressed to an unfulfilling climax, I soon realized that my friend understood none of the film.
It's in Your Head (Part 1)
By Donatella DelBono

Posted by Editor @ 08:42 PM PST [Link]

I'm a lifelong journalist. I think everyone is immoral.
An Interview with John Bloom
By Ginger Mayerson and Laurel Sutton

Posted by Editor @ 08:40 PM PST [Link]
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Saturday, August 2, 2003

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 1

If the French Revolution had really succeeded, this month would be Thermidor, as renamed by
the poet, Fabre d'Eglantine, in 1792, which then became the Year I.
Editorial
by Ginger Mayerson

Posted by Editor @ 03:08 PM PST [Link]

June, 2003: Recently the fifth book in JK Rowling's "Harry Potter" franchise was been released,
after much fanfare by its publisher and much anticipation by its target market of young readers in
roughly the 9-13 age group.
Rowling in Dough
by Ellen Bauerle

Posted by Editor @ 03:05 PM PST [Link]

By the time that Jessica tipped her chair back and yelled, "Rick! Make us some coffee!" we'd
been sitting in our chairs for hours.
Coffee for the Marrieds
by Amy Qualls-McClure

Posted by Editor @ 03:04 PM PST [Link]

It is late in Beethoven's Ninth.
Dual Emergence
by Geoff Fernald
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Posted by Editor @ 03:04 PM PST [Link]

The Anglican church in the UK, if not worldwide, is reportedly about to be riven by the decision of
the Bishop of Oxford to appoint an avowed homosexual to be the Bishop of Reading.
Sermitorial
by Jane Seaton

Posted by Editor @ 03:01 PM PST [Link]

The nurse, an angel
Haiku Reflections From a Hospital Bed
by Robert Tribble

Posted by Editor @ 03:01 PM PST [Link]

Sight has always been my most reassuring sense.
What I See
by Carol Colin

Posted by Editor @ 03:00 PM PST [Link]

Out of the house into the garden I go I stop, stunned.
On First Seeing my Garden After a Month in the Hospital
by Robert Tribble

Posted by Editor @ 03:00 PM PST [Link]

While it is rumored that there are no longer any consequences to HIV infection, e.g. AIDS is
"cured", this is by no means accurate.
HIV IS CURED! Fact or Fiction?
by Kathleen E. Rodgers

Posted by Editor @ 02:59 PM PST [Link]

Well, we can start telling gay men that they don't exist in an alternate moral universe, where
anything that a gay man wants to do in the sack, however self- or other-destructive, is his right.
An Interview with Dan Savage
by Ginger Mayerson and Laurel Sutton

Posted by Editor @ 02:58 PM PST [Link]

It is just air moving,
The Santa Anas
by Mick Harrigan

Posted by Editor @ 02:57 PM PST [Link]
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Red Angel vol. 2
Story and Art: Makoto Tateno
Published by Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN-10: 1-56970-831-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-831-6

Review by I-hsiu Lin

From demons to angels....

That is the premise of the story Red Angel by Tateno Makoto.
In vol. 1, we meet Mika, a beautiful girl and Eru, her equally

beautiful older brother. Within a few moments, we learn that Eru and Mika is one in the
same and as one, they are vampires. That is putting it simply. With red wings and
power that sets her apart from her brethren, she travels through cities for the sake of
living. With her memories unclear, she doesn't seek her past, but her past finds her. A
man with red colored wings, calling her by name. "Hello, Archangel Michael." In the
shower feathers, she finds herself.

As a fallen angel. Almost.

Vol 2 opens with people begging to give their blood to Mika. To become 'prey' is their
pleasure. Mika has always sucked blood from those she drew close to, though only to
feed for the moment and not to kill. To have people throw themselves at her feet is
abhorrence to her. Kinsei appears, the man with red wings along with another angel,
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Belial. Fallen angels. Their actions draw Eru out in an attempt to stop Mika from
remembering the past. Kinsei wants her to remember but Eru does not. He does not
want her to become fallen as well. Or is there something else?

The following chapters draw on Mika's realization to Kinsei's plans. His longing for her
to remember and realize the limitations and expendability of humans. But Mika refuses
to accept people as simply that. Even with learning about her past and attempting to
draw on the connection between herself, Kinsei and the other angels, she also
acknowledges the beauty of humans.

Red Angel is a story marked completely with Tateno Makoto's style of storytelling.
The plot of vampires and angels come together in a unique twist along with the
presence of both Eru and Mika in one body. Such plot devices are at times overdone,
but Tateno pulls them together flawlessly. Mika's past is revealed slowly and even with
the realization that she is an angel, the knowledge that she is also a vampire does not
disappear. She is not one or the other: she is both. Such a dichotomy may confuse
readers (mainly me) but works perfectly in Mika. Drama and angst seems to be
Tateno's specialty (and one of my favorite genres from her) so it's to be expected that
the story will end somewhat sadly.

Tateno's artwork as usual is beautiful with many dark lines and curves. Her characters
have unique looks about them and it's not hard to tell them apart even with so many
beautiful faces. As a story about vampires, the style of clothing is very Gothic Lolita:
dark colors with flowing skirts, ribbons and lace. Tateno truly puts much attention on
the distinctive style of the characters as well as the story.

Tateno fans will love this series, though be forewarned about the high angst level of
the story. Although Mika's background is revealed with each chapter, each chapter
holds its own story with new characters appearing just for those few pages. This
makes the manga easy to read for those who want to read a chapter and wait before
reading again. But it's also something that others would want to keep reading to know
what happens next.

An additional note. Though it's this manga is from DMP and not part of their Juné line,
there are still hints of boys love in it. It's not very apparent since the story is not about
two males in a romantic relationship, but the hints between Eru and Kinsei are
inescapable for those that want to look for it. For those that don't want to see it, they
can concentrate on Mika and Kinsei instead.

You can also check out Kris' review of Red Angel which references the religious
aspects of the story.
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Yakuza in Love, vol. 3
Story and art by Shiuko Kano
Published by Deux Press
ISBN-10:  1934496316
ISBN-13:  9781934496312

Review by Jilly Gee

Is it too cliché if I start with, "The exciting conclusion to the
yakuza boys love story by Shiuko Kano"?  Hrm, but it is exciting
and it is a conclusion.  Chihiro, letting his emotions obscure his
common sense, goes charging off on his own to rescue Junki
while the clearheaded Sakiya and manager Iwaki make more

organized plans.  Sakiya, out of a combination of love for Aoi and knowing his true
nature, doesn't allow him to participate, which of course means Aoi moves on his own
anyway and gets into trouble himself.  Being locked up with the Don as company
means he gets to have that much-needed heart-to-heart with his cousin, but will that
selfish man really listen?

The comedy the first volume starts out being is mostly left behind in the final chapters
as Aoi has matured, his love for Sakiya has grown and vice versa.  They have a couple
of fluffy moments of their own, but these last two chapters are really about resolving
the yakuza rivalry and Aoi coming into his own.  Yep, two chapters, which take up
about half the graphic novel, which means the rest of the book contains (in its own
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words) "hardcore content and ridiculous parodies".  Of those five side stories, only two
are "ridiculous parodies", the other three expanding on the relationships of the two
couples in Yakuza in Love.

"Boys Game" is an alternate ending done in adventure game, visual novel style, the
author showing readers which choices are made to go to the next scene.  "Put it in" is
not one of the choices, but what is available leads to a small, but hilarious S&M scene.
 "The Animal's Banquet" could still canonically fit into the series despite being a
"ridiculous parody" (that contains "hardcore content").  Less than ten pages, it's short
and sweet and contains nothing but smut, which the main couple didn't get nearly
enough of in the actual chapters and was very welcome in these extras.  "Let's Go Get
A Blood Test!" and "Merry Christmas!" are more serious stories that deal with the
aftermath of Chihiro's attempted rescue of Junki and their try at a sexual and romantic
relationship.  There's some comedy, with Junki's outrageous, sex-deprived
expressions and Chihiro's frightened ones, but there's also a fair bit of angst, Chihiro
worrying Azuma, and Junki worrying about Chihiro staying faithful.  Not exactly a
satisfying conclusion to their relationship with all those things up in the air, but that's
the way life is sometimes.  "Pride" doesn't go as deep into Sakiya and Aoi's relationship
as the extras do with Chihiro and Junki's, but there's really no need to since these two
seem to have an almost perfect romance, always trusting, always protecting.  This
chapter brings things full circle, comparing the two Aoi's and Sakiya realizing that he
should treat them differently.

The hardcore sex some people look for in yaoi is almost non-existent in main story,
and even when there is action of that nature, the important organs are covered or are
just simply not there.  Not true for the crop of side stories, as all of them with the
exception of "Pride" contain hot, sweaty activity with "manhoods" in all their glory.  So
there are:  an exciting yakuza storyline with shoot-outs and hostage-taking that doesn't
show gratuitous or gross violence, one couple to show readers a fluffy romance, one
couple to show readers an angsty one, emotional realizations for both couples, and
Shiuko Kano's finely toned guys.  All of these things are to my liking and had my heart
racing and my face blushing at various parts of my pleasure reading; I would have liked
just a bit more drama for Aoi and Sakiya and less for Chihiro and Junki, but not
everything in the world can go the way I want it to.
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Manly
By Dale Lazarov 
Art by Amy Colburn
Published by Bruno Gmunder
ISBN10: 3861878879 
ISBN13: 9783861878872

Review by Linda Yau

I read Ginger's interview, my thoughts were somewhat consumed with wanting to get
this book. So I went and ordered the book. It came several days ago, and I spent
several days now just looking through the book, once. twice, and then again. The book
was as good as the interview promised it to be. Now Ginger didn't ask me to do this
review - but I feel compelled to share my feelings on this book. As a big warning, this
book is definitely not for children at all. The book is very targeted to a niche in the
publishing market.

Several impressions up front now. One: this book is a hardcover book, two: there are
no written dialogue—this book in that aspect reminded me of The Arrival by Shaun
Tan, and three: there are lots of money shots. Money shots meaning come shots,
where both male characters ejaculate. That is a term I learned from reading Ron
Jeremy's The Hardest (Working) Man in Showbiz. Four, this book is physically
detailed, and with hairy body defined characters.

Manly is separated into three stories: Busted, Clinch, and Hot Librarian. Every story
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begins with the premise of the couple meeting, and then the story is dominated by the
sex. He does him, and he does him. Short and simple. I have always been trying to find
a medium such as this book, so now I've found something like it. Jackpot. Below is an
explanation as to why I like to read this type of book.

Mainly because I imagine this is a good Western representation of muscle yaoi. For
more explaination as to what muscle yaoi is, or by its unofficial name - Bara genere,
take a look here and here. Many of my friends, such as Jilly Gee, and I-hsiu Lin would
go for the sweet bishonen look of the men, but I find myself looking at the muscle yaoi..
with manly looking men just doing it. Not as kinky as BDSM, but definitely an attraction
for a smaller crowd. People like construction workers, or yakuza fit the bill. I had even
asked Frank Pannone of Media Blasters at NYAF, if there was a possible market in the
U.S. for this genre, other than the gay market that this book might be targeting for.
Sadly, the answer is no.

My favorite story out of the entire book, is Busted, is the story of a farmer helping out a
police officer. Of course there is handcuffs in play at this story. The most confusing one
of the three, was Hot Librarian. There is a video review from Gay Comic Geek

Definitely would look forward to more publications such as this, so two thumbs up from
me!
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Anime Banzai 2008 Report - Day Two

By Kris

This report is available at J LHLS and Manic About Manga. Feel free to check them
out!

I feel really lame saying this but with today's stretch of Anime Banzai I was unable to
attend. I woke up really sick this morning so I had to stay home in bed. I was looking
forward to attending many of the panels today, but my health is always more important.

Seeing how I missed today, I'll focus this report on the artists that I had the opportunity
to meet yesterday. There were so many talented people that I chatted with in the
Artist's Alley. Not only were the artists selling beautiful fan art, but they also had a lot of
insight into anime conventions as well.

The first artist I spoke with Samantha Wagner and friend. They were selling plush
sushi, Kingdom Hearts heartless plush, onigiri, cat ears and tails, and other plush
items. They gave me the lowdown on the deal with cat ears and tails in Japan, the
other conventions they've participated in, and gave me a great website to check out
anime. They were really helpful and really fun to talk to. Next up was Howard Tayler.
He created a webcomic called Schlock Mercenary. He talked about how many of his
fans tend to be former military servicemen. He also talked about how he gave up a six
figure a year income to become a cartoonist and that he hasn't had any formal training
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but got hours and hours of practice to get better. He was very interesting to talk to and
he even parted with a Schlock Mercenary book for review (I'm reading it right now and
will provide an official review later.) I stopped and checked out Naruru's work. I didn't
get much of a chance to visit with her but her fan art drawing of Axel from Kingdom
Hearts II was gorgeous, it stopped me in my tracks.

The next artist had some great craft items like Christmas decorations, candles and the
like. She and I had a great conversation about Gravitation, which was my first foray
into manga and my introduction to boys love. Jessica Douglas and Jenny Lundin were
up next. Jessica told me that Jenny is an artist who resides in Sweden and so she sells
both Jenny and her own work. Jessica has beautiful fantasy style prints that are so full
of rich color. Jenny's work features a lot of very hot men. I was very impressed. The
two became friends online and try to meet once a year. She also told me that she
travels to around five conventions a month as well as working on books and
commissions. Wow! She is one busy lady! I chatted with the representative from the
Japanese Consulate in Denver about the JET program. For those who don't know, it’s
a knowledge exchange established by the Japanese Government. It is something that
sounds very interesting to me and I want to something like it as soon as I earn my
Bachelor's Degree.

I visited with David Hall. He has created comics that are featured on his website. Not
only that, but his comics are being turned into a video game. Next up was the Ybarra's
they are an artistic family that show work at anime conventions. I was very impressed.
Susan's husband not only does fan art and commissions, but he creates new works
and wants to create his own manga. Susan claimed that she wasn't artistic like her
husband or kids but she crochets scarves and the like. They even had one that looked
like Domo-kun. The next artist I was very excited to talk to. She only shows her works
at Anime Banzai and she created handbags out of old Shojo Beat magazines. How
clever is that! She also talked about out of the entire genre's of manga and anime out
there her favorite by far is Shojo.

I spoke with Chris Hayes. He is a phenomenal artist that draws his inspiration from
both manga and American comics. Not only did he have beautiful work but he was a
blast to talk to. He was a veritable fountain of information. He talked about buying
Gundam kits at conventions, to learning to sew so he could create his own costumes to
wear at conventions. His desire is to create his own comic series and video games. I
wish him the best of luck; he definitely has the talent! Sterling Eventide was the only
Gothic Lolita artist. He creates one of a kind Victorian hats to go with all your Gothic
Lolita wear that you get from Japan. These hats were stunning. They were so detailed
and gorgeous. He also is creating comics and beautiful art. The art reminded me of the
Italian artist duo Dany & Dany.

By this time in Artist's Alley it was very warm and the crowds were getting larger. So I
only talked to a couple more artists. Mad Mouse Media (I failed to get her name) not
only created fan art, originals, and commissions, but she also hand knits beautiful
scarves. Two of the most beautiful scarves I've ever seen, she created. One had a
cherry blossom and the other had bamboo. Gorgeous! She was one of two artists who
weren't locals. The final artist I visited with was Jez Sellers. She also creates new
works as well as fan art and commissions, but what really drew me in were her original
comic strips. They were very funny.

At this point I was exhausted and hot, so I headed up and bought a couple of small
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bags (one of which has the saying "I love yaoi" embroidered on it, how appropriate)
and headed home. I found that Anime Banzai was a great convention to attend for a
newbie like me. It was located close to my home, there were a lot of friendly people,
and they all gave me such great advice on how to get into anime, manga, and
cosplaying, and how to handle conventions. Seeing how the large comic book and
anime conventions are held on either coast, having one here in Salt Lake is great for
those who don't want to travel hours and hours and hours to get to a huge convention.
The hard work of the convention organizers definitely shows and you can tell that they
really care for the attendees as well as the medium that they are celebrating. So if you
want to attend an anime convention that isn't one of the large coastal cons, check out
Anime Banzai in Salt Lake City, Utah. 
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Anime Banzai 2008 Report - Day One

By Kris

This report is available at J LHLS and Manic About Manga. Feel free to check them
out!

The weekend of October 24 and 25 there was an anime convention held in Salt Lake
City, Utah. I'm divulging huge information here, because this anime convention was
held near my hometown. The End of the World Anime Club at Salt Lake Community
College organized this convention. I had the chance to visit for a moment with one of
the club members who also helped to organize this con. She told me that this is the 4th
year that they've held the convention. It was held at the convention center in the
Sheraton Hotel in downtown Salt Lake City. She informed me that this was the second
year at this location. It has grown every year that they hold the convention and that
they are aiming to create enough buzz and turn it into a three day con.

I am a newbie to the whole anime/manga world. Even though I do a lot of manga
reviews in a couple of places, I only started to watch anime at the end of 2007 and I
started to read manga at the beginning of 2008. Which means I've never been to a
convention. Since SLC is a much smaller city compared to the likes of New York City
and Los Angeles, I knew that it wouldn't be as flashy as conventions held in those
cities. I have to admit that it was pretty impressive. They had some big name guests
lined up: Vic Mignogna, Sonny Strait, and Tiffany Grant. Remember, I'm a newb so the
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only names I knew were Sonny Strait (the voice of Seiji Mido in Tsukuyomi
MoonPhase), and Tiffany Grant (Kuriko in Maburaho). There were some fun exhibitors
in the Exhibitor Room. Here is my report of the first day at Anime Banzai.

I know in other con reports you all get pictures of the fabulous cosplayers. Since this
was my first con I didn't bring a camera with me. D'OH! There were so many beautiful
costumes. The first cosplayers I visited with were two adorable girls in schoolgirl
uniforms. I took the opportunity to ask a few questions to these girls on why they chose
to cosplay, the types of anime and manga they enjoy, and any advice that they would
give a newcomer. They told me that dressing up is fun because you get a lot of
attention. One girl enjoys shojo and yaoi titles (a girl after my own heart) while the
other schoolgirl liked shonen titles. That was one thing I noticed there are a lot girls
who love shonen titles. I stopped and visited with "Ash" and "Pikachu" cosplayers (from
Pokemon) and another gal from an anime that I now can't remember (if you're reading
this, sorry!) I wanted to know why they cosplay and general questions about their
costumes. They really were amazing to look at. They told me that they made the
costumes themselves. They were so well crafted. "Ash" said that the awesome thing
about making your own costumes is the joy one feels when you step into a thrift store
to get your basic blue shirt and then turn it into an "Ash" jacket. Another reason for
cosplaying is the attention from others that you get. I had the chance to visit with a
couple that was cosplaying from a SquareEnix video game from the late nineties or
early 2000's. They had profound thoughts on cosplaying. One reason she gave me
was that low self-esteem made it possible because when you cosplay you are
portraying someone else. You can get lost in the character. It's also an ego booster.
When you show up in a costume people are constantly telling you how great you look
and how awesome your costumes are (and this couple had amazing handmade
costumes) and people are constantly wanting to take your picture.

One thing I noticed is how many hugs that were going around. Since I'm kind of a
huggy person, I found myself hugging Axel from Kingdom Hearts II, a girl in a Chinese
dress, and several other different characters that I had no idea who they were.

I chose not to cosplay for my first time around. Yet I got some good advice. It was
suggested that a great way to get introduced into cosplay is to start with the cat ears
and move on from there. I did, however, wear one of my goofy T-shirts that I am
famous for. It also got some attention. Thanks to my T-shirt a very interesting and
helpful guy snagged me. He was cosplaying as a very obscure anime character. I
asked about the reason for cosplaying and what might be some good titles and genres
to check out. He was a fountain of information. It was so fun to see him describe
different series with such fervor. There was even a moment when he and another fan
discussed the dramatic/comedic styling of a particular anime series. It was great!

One of my favorite places I found was the Artist Alley. There were so many amazing
artists that were local. I want to spend a little of my time focusing on some of the artists
that I had the chance to visit with. Not only was the work amazing, they were
interesting people with a lot of helpful tips. I want to dedicate a little more time to these
artists in an upcoming posting.

I'll be heading back tomorrow to attend the panel featuring Vic Mignogna, Sonny Strait,
and Tiffany Grant. Also I want to check out a few of the panels that they will be holding.
Because this was my first con (I know I'm constantly bringing up my newbie status, but
it's true) I didn't stay the whole time due to some physical limitations and an anxiety
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attack. But I look forward to what tomorrow brings and I hope to stay longer!

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


Archived Entry - 10/24/2008: "Con Report: Anime Banzai 2008 - Day One"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001058.htm[4/27/2019 2:44:00 PM]

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 10/22/2008: "Yaoi Review: Hot Limit"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001057.htm[4/27/2019 2:44:03 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Yaoi Review: Lover's Pledge"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Con Report:
Anime Banzai 2008 - Day One"]

10/22/2008 Archived Entry: "Yaoi Review: Hot Limit"

Hot Limit
Story by: Minori Shima
Art by: Akira Kanbe
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10:1-56970-571-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-571-1

Review by I-hsiu Lin

While working at the bar, Kazuma Sogou meets Maya, a young
attractive male with a haughty personality and an attitude to boot.
While working at a mansion, Kazuma meets Shinya, a respectful

young student with courteous disposition. This isn't a boys love story about who
Kazuma should choose to fall for though…because Maya and Shinya is the same
person! But who is the real one? The seductive Maya with the raging libido? Or the shy
Shinya who is a model student with sweet nature?

By the end of the first chapter, Kazuma has already decided that Shinya is the 'true'
personality. Maya is seductive, tempting him with his eyes and lips from the moment
they met. But Kazuma refuses to give in to the physical reactions coming from his own
body towards him. He is drawn towards Shinya who he believes is being manipulated
through his own pure feelings. The enemy is a corrupt politician…and Maya, his 'other
self'. And Kazuma is determined to save Shinya from them.

Hot Limit is a unique story in its inclusion of both the plot devices of split
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personalities as well as intrigue and corruption in finance and politics. Kazuma also
picked up on the fact that Maya and Shinya was one in the same very quickly,
something that was very believable and moved the story along at a very good pace.
However, the chapters near the end felt to have contained too much information with
the events happening too quickly. From the start, we learn that Kazuma was a student
who felt no interest in his school work and had problems with his father. In actuality, his
father is an owner of a hotel which provided him with a wealthy background (if the hotel
was doing well financially) and an explanation that his younger brother was expected to
take on the family business which is why Kazuma is not good terms with his family.
However, Kazuma develops a brotherly and filial bond near the end of the story that
didn't really match up with the short interaction he had with his brother near the
beginning. That inconsistency is very minor in comparison to the scene between
Shinya and Kazuma's brother, Hisashi. Kazuma asked Shinya to go home with him and
immediately, Shinya and Hisashi (who never met each other before) is discussing a
delicate subject about the man who seduced them both. Hisashi is convinced that he
was deceived and peace is restored between the two brothers. (No spoilers beyond
that.) I feel that aside from the main love story between Shinya and Kazuma, the
intrigue and discourse in the family could have been executed with a bit more
believability. However, it's good to note that this of course isn't the main point of the
story: it's about the two main characters falling for each other.

However rushed it was in the end, I feel that this story as a whole is good. As a boys
love story, having the 'receiver' or 'bottom' in the relationship with a dual personality
made for some interesting sex scenes: he is cunning and seductive in one panel,
whimpering and submissive in another. It is also interesting to note that it is difficult to
tell when Shinya is really himself. (This is in reference to what Shinya said at the end.
The little tidbit is somewhat of a plot twist that shines a different light on him in second
readings. Again, no spoilers from me.) Akira Kanbe's artwork is also clean with the
usual set of pretty boys gracing the page. (Though I feel that Shinya blushes too much
sometimes.)

Above all, Minori Shima created an interesting story. With a brightly colored dust jacket
and large print, it's a good addition to any Juné collection. 
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Lover's Pledge
Story and Art: Kae Maruya
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-580-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-580-3

Review by Kris

Lover's Pledge is another one-shot collection released by
Juné. This time around it only contains three different stories.

In Lover's Pledge and Happily Ever After we meet Kazuto. He is
known to be quite the party animal, when he gets drunk that is. Not remembering what
happened the night before he woke up in a strange bed next to a strange man, and
neither one of them was wearing anything. It turns out that this handsome young man
bought Kazuto's time for one month for the amount of one million yen. Kazuto is
somewhat nervous about this arrangement seeing how he was naked in this guy's bed.
When Kazuto finds the one million yen in his bag he intends to return it to Takasugi.
After Kazuto and Takasugi meet up they end up having a good time at the batting
cages. But more surprises await Kazuto.

Prescription for a Kiss and Aftereffect of a Kiss is the story of two neighbors Mutsuki
and Gaku. While growing up Gaku was kind of a crybaby. So to cheer him up Mutsuki
gave him a kiss and said it was a charm to help him cheer up. Now that they’re in high
school Gaku has become quite the ladies man, but they are still good friends. After

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569705803
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569705803
http://junemanga.com/


Archived Entry - 10/22/2008: "Yaoi Review: Lover's Pledge"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001056.htm[4/27/2019 2:44:07 PM]

Mutsuki receives a confession from a member of the student council, both Mutsuki and
Gaku are confused by their feelings they have for one another.

The final story Too Close for Love is a typical yaoi rendering of the cousins who fall for
each other. Fumiya came to live with his cousin Eiji after his parents were killed in a
car accident. While they were younger the two got along well and Eiji wanted to protect
his cousin and help him toughen up. But it seems that there is more emotion flowing
between these two cousins.

Lover's Pledge is one of the better one-shot collections that I've read in this last
cycle of manga to review. The last two stories Prescription for a Kiss and Too Close for
Love fall under the category of typical yaoi story line. Lover's Pledge on the other had I
thoroughly enjoyed. It was a fresh story. But what sets this manga apart is Kae
Maruya-sensei's artwork. It is truly breathtaking. The detail is amazing. It is a stunning
work of art. I think that is what makes it a better one-shot collection. If it weren't for the
beautiful art I don't think I would have enjoyed this manga. I think I'm just a little burned
out on one-shot collections (I've only got one more to review, at least this time around).

For the phenomenal manga artists out there Juné is the ideal publisher. They have the
larger trim size to show off the amazing art. They are also very flexible to hold and
flipping through the pages is a breeze. When dealing with amazing artists you also
want to have a book that is beautiful to sit on a shelf. Juné books have beautiful dust
jackets and they look great sitting on the bookshelf.

I recommend this volume strictly for the art, and for the first story Lover's Pledge. I
hope that we might be able to enjoy more of Maruya-sensei's work in the future.
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Naughty Paris
Written by Jina Bacarr
Published by Spice, imprint of Harlequin Enterprises
ISBN-10:  037360517x
ISBN-13:  9780373605170

Review by Jilly Gee

Autumn Maguire should be on a romantic honeymoon in Paris,
but it turns out her fiancé is a cheat and liar and all that other bad
stuff ex-lovers in fiction are.  She uses the nonrefundable
honeymoon trip tickets to see the city she's always wanted to
see, despite having no fresh groom to share it with.  Trying to get

away from the heavy rain, she ducks into an art studio, inhabited by an artist who is,
incidentally, looking for a nude model.  Having come this far, she doesn't refuse, and is
actually having a pretty good time with an extremely handsome portrait of an artist long
gone and a bronze statue of a fertility god when lightning strikes the studio, sending
electricity coursing through said bronze statue and into Autumn.  Fortunately for her,
instead of being burnt to a crisp and dying, she instead is sent back in time to 1889, a
time when the handsome artist in the portrait she was enjoying so thoroughly was still
alive.

The experience is not exactly the romantic adventure she would have dreamed up for a
visit to olden-day Paris, however.  Yes, because of a half-serious wish to the statue,
she has the body of a gorgeous twenty-year-old instead of her normal, slightly round,
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mid-thirty-ish body, but this also means that many of the prominent men of Paris think
she's a whore and go after her as if she were property and not a person.  Paul
Bourquet, the handsome artist mentioned earlier, is of course not one of those men, for
he is the hero for the heroine, the one man who begins to prefer Autumn's mind over
her body.

Naughty Paris is an erotic novel and as such, it focuses on gratifying carnal desires
more than anything else.  If a reader were to just flip to random pages of the novel, that
reader would more than likely hit upon sexual acts, the agony of desire, the mention of
hot juices in body parts.  I can't recall more than a moment going by without some kind
of mention of sensuality, which seemed to leave little room for richer storytelling; even
mundane activities such as eating fruit arouse the characters.  The historical Parisian
setting and the use of black magic were what attracted me to the title in the first place,
but those items play second fiddle to the erotica.  Not to be a prude, but after the first
couple of hundred pages of Autumn and Paul doing almost nothing but each other and
then subsequently lusting after each other, it starts to get old.  If the novel was a little
shorter or there were more plot points to balance the story with the eroticism, I would
have been a satisfied reader.
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Sunflower vol. 2
Story and Art: Hyouta Fujiyama
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-014-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-014-3

Review by Kris

Kinsei High School is an all boys school where it is rumored that
90% of the student body is either gay or bi. Not all the students
who enter are gay, it's just that sometimes they get swept up with
their sexual urges and relent. In the first volume of Sunflower

we meet Ryuhei Ohno, super popular student who came to Kinsei High through the
escalator system. We also meet Kunihisa Imaizumi, a transfer student who didn't know
the rumors about Kinsei when he transferred in. If you are interested in knowing more
about the first volume, feel free to check out my review of Sunflower vol. 1.

Ryuhei is somewhat confused on what he is feeling. He can't stand the vice president
of the student council, Noze-sempai, because of the amount of time that Imaizumi
spends with him. How come? The next day both Ryuhei and Imaizumi are a little
confused by Ryuhei's little outburst. They both want to apologize but never really get
the chance. After school Ryuhei runs into the tutor that he had fallen in love with. After
speaking with Aikawa he realizes that it seems he's fallen for Imaizumi.

Once Ryuhei confesses his feelings to Imaizumi he begins to pursue him unrelentingly.
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Imaizumi, on the other hand, cares for Ryuhei as a friend but sees it ending there. Not
only that, Ryuhei's style of wooing is a little different. Imaizumi doesn't believe that
Ryuhei is serious. He wants to continue their friendship but he can't return Ryuhei's
feelings.

In Sunflower vol. 2 not only do we get the conclusion of Ryuhei and Imaizumi's
story, but we also get a one shot starring the student council president and his
assistant. It is very sweet and totally crazy. But you'll love it!

I can't believe it has taken me so long to review any of Hyouta Fujiyama-sama's work.
If I had to rank my favorite mangaka, she would be in the top three (along with Makoto
Tateno-sama and Shiuko Kano-sama). Her art is so beautiful. She is really able to
capture the emotion of the story in the eyes of her characters. Not only are they
handsome, they also have a normal guy quality to them. They aren't so gorgeous that
you know that guys that good looking don't exist, but yet they are so stunning to
behold. OK, so I'm rambling. But I love Fujiyama-sama to no end!

Not only do I love her to no end, but I love this series. When I first read Sunflower
vol. 1 I couldn't wait for the sequel to come out. I ordered the original Japanese
version. Even though I knew what happened (for the most part) it is nice to know what
they are saying, seeing how I don't know Japanese (yet!). Not only is the Sunflower
series great, but these manga are best enjoyed when you read the whole Kinsei High
School series. The series includes Ordinary Crush vol. 1 and 2 and Freefall
Romance. It's best to read them in this order: Ordinary Crush vol. 1, Ordinary
Crush vol. 2 (kind of obvious on that one), Freefall Romance, Sunflower vol.
1, and then Sunflower vol. 2. But if you stray from this order, you can still enjoy
them regardless of the order.

One thing that I've noticed about Juné, they must really like Fujiyama-sama. They are
the only publisher that produces her work. With Juné's larger trim size and full color
dust jacket, it really showcases Fujiyama-sama's work. I really look forward to the titles
of hers that that will be coming out next year, and I hope they continue to license more
of her work (there are a few out there that they haven't picked up yet, but I hope they
will [hint! hint!]).

This title/series is one that you don't want to miss. It is a beautiful slice of life in a boys
school with the perfect amount of humor and drama. It is an engaging series with
amazing art! If you choose to avoid this series, you are so missing out!
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Romantic Illusions
Story and Art: Reiichi Hiiro
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-577-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-577-3

Review by Kris

It can be tough writing a comedic manga when you decide to use
a mental illness like multiple personalities as the basis of the
story. Does Romantic Illusions succeed? Read on to find
out.

Yu Igarashi had to deal with emotional abuse when he was younger. Not only did his
mother tell him that no one could ever love him, but she abandoned him leaving him
with her sister. In order to deal with the fear of never being loved he created two
additional personalities to love him. Kaname is a tough defense lawyer and Ryo is a
tough playboy. But they both love Yu. Yu works part-time as a florist. It's here that he
meets Sugo. Yu finds himself falling for Sugo, but feeling jealous, Kaname and Ryo try
to get in the way. They also don't trust Sugo.

Not only is there the situation with Yu and Sugo, but depending on the time of day one
of the personalities is in charge. In the afternoon it's Kaname's turn. He's a high
powered lawyer. It's because of this job that keeps Yu/Kaname/Ryo living in comfort.
Not only does he have the stress of a big time job but he also tries to keep Yu under
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control.

Nighttime is Ryo's time. He is a playboy and a tough guy. He comes out when ever Yu
is in trouble. He cruises the nightlife picking up on any guy he can. Often times the
guys that Ryo brings home, Yu wakes up to the next morning. Ryo also is responsible
for the tattoos that decorate Yu's body.

Will romance be able to bloom between Sugo and Yu? And how will this relationship
handle the ups and downs of multiple personalities?

Who knew that a manga about a character with multiple personality disorder could be
so charming? The story was funny, but the mental illness aspect was treated with
respect. Even Reiichi Hiiro-sensei made the comment that it was a touchy subject. But
it came out to be an amazing, unique story! The romances in regards to the characters
were so sweet. I found myself being charmed by each character even the tough Ryo.
The artwork was a little on the simple side, but it was beautiful none the less. I would
love to see more from Hiiro-sensei. I must say that seeing a manga with this story line
is a first for me. But it was well written and well illustrated.

This is a Juné release. It is beautiful both inside and out. This was a wise licensing
choice and I hope we can look forward to more releases like this one.

I totally recommend Romantic Illusions. It puts the "fun" back into dysfunctional!
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Air vol. 1
Story by: G. Willow Wilson
Art by: M.K. Perker
Published by the Vertigo Comics Imprint of DC Comics.

Review by Kris

Blythe is a flight attendant for Clearfleet Airlines. She also suffers
from acrophobia. Not a good mix, right? On many of her flights
she runs into to a man who seems to have many different
personas (this time around he seems Arabic/Middle
Eastern/Pakistani). Another man approaches her and offers his

help. He is a member of a group called the Etesian Front. It's a group that formed to try
and stop "terrorists" on their turf. It seems that this group has grand designs. They ask
Blythe to deliver a briefcase to a contact in Amsterdam. Zayn, the man with the many
personas works for some unknown group. He has Blythe check the contents of the
briefcase. She is staring at plane hijacking instructions. She tries to get away from the
Etesian Front guys. Unfortunately, she and Zayn get caught and get dragged onto one
of Clearfleet's planes and are held hostage.

When it comes to comic books, my experience is very limited. I only started reading
manga earlier this year. My only experience is with manga, not American comics. Air
vol. 1 sounded like it had an intriguing plot, but when I opened it up I found myself not
really being impressed. The art is lackluster and I found the characters not at all
attractive, even when they were supposed to be. The story was predictable. I found
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myself bored. I really wanted to like it, but I just felt, well… blah. It is a longer series
and maybe it'll get better with time.

The only thing positive I can say is it's all in color. Because I read a lot of manga, it is
presented in black and white. You very rarely get colored pages. At least in American
comics they're all in color.

I'm not saying whether I recommend this title or not. I'm going to leave it up to you to
decide. But you can't blame me if you don't like it, but be nice to me if you read it and
you like it!
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Future Lovers 
Story and Art: Saika Kunieda
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496359
ISBN-13: 978-1934496350

Review by Linda Yau

Kento Kumagya is an ordinary high school science teacher
whose life's dream is to have a wife and children; however
mentioning this to his girlfriend with descriptions of likening her to
a housekeeper and child-bearing machine, Kento finds himself
dumped. He then finds himself picked up by a stranger at the bar.

Drinking into a drunken stupor, this leads to a night of passionate sex. The next day of
going to work, Kento realizes that his lover was the school's new art teacher: Akira
Kazuki. After the welcome party that night for Akira, Kento once again has drunken sex
with Akira.

Kento tries to reconcile with his ex-girlfriend, but realizes that he wants to stay with
Akira for the rest of his life, where he could say on his death bed,"My life was happy
because I met you." This leads him into getting involved with a car accident, but
happily and unexpectedly Akira accepts him and they start to date.

In the second chapter of their story, the time is fast forwarded to a year after Akira and
Kento starts to date. There is now the challenge of Kento's grandparents not approving
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of their relationship, a student crushing on Kento, and from the doubts of Akira for how
long this relationship can last.

The third chapter of this book is another story ("Winter Rabbit") of Shu and Minoru.
Minoru is taken in by Shu's family and Shu found himself having more than
cousin/brotherly feelings for Minoru. He leaves for college, and with the request of his
mother to come home, finds out that Shu is more different than he thought possible.

It would be a bold statement to say this, but of all the Deux Press bl-releases so far,
Future Lovers is the one I like the most, as a main story. The story was really sweet,
and funny like how the class rep acted toward Akira at the end. Also I was chuckling
when I realized the pun of Kento's last name, which has the word kuma in it. Kuma in
Japanese is for bear, so I was thinking of Suzuki-san from Junjou Romantic, another
BL title, and J-pop singer Utada Hikaru's children song: "I'm a Bear."

Winter Rabbit on the other hand, didn't really impress me as much, but for all the good
stories that are out there, and for the varied readership, this story with its serious topic
can mean something to certain readers.

There was also an after word by the author, which had me wondering what the
Japanese drama, Stairway to Heaven would look like. Because at times when I don't
have to deal with real life, and other hobbies, I do enjoy watching Japanese dramas as
well, and this was the first time I actually realized that mangaka's would mention a
specific Japanese topic, and that struck a chord with me, since I do know who Masaya
Kato is.

Kris has written an earlier review for this book, so be sure to check that out.
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Red Angel vol. 2
Story and Art: Makoto Tateno
Published by Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN-10: 1-56970-831-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-831-6

Review by Kris

Ah, the month of October. It's that time of year when we carve
jack-o-lanterns. We deck the house out with ghost decorations
and dress up like various monsters. What better time of year to
curl up on the sofa with a season appropriate manga. Red

Angel is a two volume vampire series by Makoto Tateno-sama. I have also reviewed
Red Angel vol. 1, so don't hesitate to check it out as well.

Mika and Eru is/are a fallen angel. The male Eru and the female Mika are one in the
same, two personalities and genders in one body. We also learn that Mika and Eru are
the archangel Michael (Mikeru is the Japanese pronunciation of the name Michael).
Fallen angels on earth are what we now know as vampires. The one who lords over
them is Kinsei, also known as Lucifer.

In Red Angel vol. 2 more time of the story is spent on the fallen aspect of Mika and
Eru. Eru knows that they are Michael, but Mika is still unaware. Eru also remembers
that Kinsei is Lucifer, whereas Mika doesn't. Because Mika is unaware of who Kinsei is,
they haven't completely fallen. Once Mika does remember they will fall completely and
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become true vampires. Eru doesn't want to forget their humanity, so he is bound and
determined to not let Mika remember. Kinsei doesn't understand why Mika and Eru
care for humans so much. He feels that they are only there to serve the vampires and
are lower beings. Kinsei wants Mika and Eru to complete the fall so he tries everything
in his power to help Mika remember. Will he succeed?

I found this volume to be interesting on so many different levels. The art is magnificent,
but I wouldn't expect anything less from Tateno-sama. The story is gripping. But I
found it weird that one of the characters was referred to as Beelzebub and it wasn't in
reference to Kinsei/Lucifer. But since Japan isn't a Christian country, I'm able to
overlook it. The main reason I found this to be an intriguing manga is the highly
religious nature of it. Being a follower of Christ I found many interesting references that
are taught in scripture. Now let it be known that there are no references made in
regards to Jesus Christ and if you aren't a religious person you can still enjoy this
series. But if you are religious, you might catch the subtle inferences.

This is a Digital Manga Publishing release. It is a larger trim size and comes wrapped in
a dust jacket. It truly is a beautiful book. The colors and the art really set this volume
apart from other titles with the same subject matter. It really is a stunning work of art
sitting on the shelf.

I recommend this shojo comic to those who like vampire stories, those who don't like
vampire stories (I fall into this category), or those who like stories in general. Which
means I recommend this manga to one and all!
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Total Surrender
Story and Art: Hiroko Ishimaru
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-589-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-589-6

Review by Kris

Total Surrender is a collection of one-shots that feature
stories where the characters have surrendered completely to
their emotions. Hence the name Total Surrender. But y'all are
smart, I'm pretty sure you picked up on that already.

There is a story of stepbrothers who can't live without each other. Another tale is of co-
workers who are lovers but are unable to find any time to be together. The third story is
of a doctor and his secretary who has pined for one another, but haven't done anything
due to nervousness. Our next story is about a young rich heir falling in love with his
butler. In the fifth story, we meet two former classmates whose sex life has gotten a
little boring. The final story is the longest of the one-shots. It's about a part-time
employee who has fallen in love with one of the designers in the office and he will do
almost anything to get his attention. This last tale is the one that is featured on the back
of the book.

Overall, Total Surrender wasn't bad. I think I might be a little worn out on one-shot
collections. The final story Love Conquers All?! was by far the best of the stories. It had
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the perfect amount of humor and drama. Besides, they have pets which always adds in
a comedic aspect. The art is nicely detailed. It kind of reminded me a bit of Toko
Kawaii. The only drawback in the art is that the all characters look the same. All the
blondes look alike and so do all the brunettes. Yeah, there might a pair of glasses
thrown in here or there, but they still all look alike.

I did like it, and I do recommend it, but know that it is a collection of one-shots. If you
aren't burned out like I am definitely feel free to check it out. But if you are a little tired
of one-shots, I'd hold off until you want to pick up a one-shot collection.
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Shy Intentions
Story and Art: Syouko Takaku
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-567-4
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-567-4

Review by Kris

Yoshiyuki Shirotsubaki is a handsome middle school art teacher.
Kaoru Niiya is a furniture designer. These two met in a place
people don't usually cruise looking for a date, the hospital.
Yoshiyuki's mother is suffering from liver cancer, whereas Kaoru

makes daily visits to his grandmother. Yoshiyuki comes across as being cold and
aloof. He hardly ever takes his eyes off the ground and seems to be very closed off to
others around him. Kaoru on the other hand is very personable and people just seem
to gravitate towards him. Even though the hospital seems to be kind of a strange place
to pick up men, it seems to have worked for Kaoru.

At the beginning of their relationship, Kaoru seems to think that Yoshiyuki is shy and
tries not to do anything to jeopardize the situation. Yoshiyuki has a few surprises up his
sleeve. He likes pushing things to the limit. The relationship between Yoshiyuki and
Kaoru is a good thing for both of them. Yoshiyuki comes out of his shell a little and
Kaoru becomes much more sincere and open. Will these men continue to grow, and
grow together?
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When I first picked up Shy Intentions I had one major question in mind. Was it a
question about the plot? No. Was it about the art style? No. What question was it that
you had, then? Juné has published several works by Shouko Takaku, but why for this
volume did they choose to spell Takaku-sensei's name "Syouko" this time around? I'll
probably never find out (kind of like who shot JFK). Name spellings aside, this was a
nice manga to read. I can't say that it was magnificent and that it changed my life, but I
did enjoy it. Takaku-sensei's art style is not as clean as some other artists out there
and that's what makes it stand out. If you've read any of my other reviews, you'll know
that I like artists who have a unique look to them. Takaku-sensei falls into that
category. Sensei's style is immediately recognizable. That's why I like it. There aren't
many artists that can get away with a raw look to the drawings, but Takaku-sensei is
able to pull it off.

The story was gentle and sweet. Yet I felt that there was something lacking, but I can't
seem to put my finger on it. Maybe I'm in need of a yaoi-reading break and that is what
is affecting my judgement. Don't get me wrong all you rabid Takaku-sensei fans, I did
enjoy the manga. It was interesting enough for me to continue reading it. It's a good
read if you are looking for something that isn't too heavy and has a slice of life aspect
to it. Plus, this is not a compilation of one-shots. It focuses on one story from beginning
to end. Nice!

Juné never lets me down when it comes to their quality. The pages are very flexible
which made holding onto the book that much nicer. The dust jackets that come on the
books are a nice touch and there is a surprise under the dust jacket this time around.
I've noticed that since there are some mangaka that print things hidden under the dust
jackets and I catch myself peeking under them to see if there is anything fun
underneath them.

I will recommend Shy Intentions because I do like Takaku-sensei's art style. It's a
good read for a lazy afternoon where you can chill in your pajamas and have a hot cup
of cocoa or coffee if you like (I think that coffee is the most vile drink on the planet).
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Tough Love Baby
Story and Art: Shiuko Kano
Published by Deux Press
ISBN-10: 1934496111
ISBN-13: 978-1934496114

Review by I-hsiu Lin

You can also check out Kris' awesome review of Tough Love
Baby, which goes into Kano's unique art style.

“Tough guys need love too.” Shiuko Kano’s Tough Love Baby
is all about guys who have tough exteriors but behind their

façade, they’re actually quite passionate. Well, not all the guys are tough on the
outside. The story opens with Yoshino Kakei who is a pretty relaxed kind of guy. Along
with his cat, Sachi, he just moved back to his old city and discovered that his apartment
is right next to his ex-girlfriend’s…and her younger brother, Sachi.

Sachi Kitazawa is angry about Yoshino leaving them after breaking up with his sister
several years ago. He was always a part of their lives and then he just decided to
leave. Unable to forgive that, Sachi pushes away from Yoshino’s worried advances.
Yoshino doesn’t know how to approach him either. He was like a brother to him before,
but those feelings were mixed up in something else which ended up with him moving
away.
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Tamotsu Hachisuka is Sachi’s friend from junior high. He grew up with him and
witnessed Sachi’s initial shock of Yoshino leaving. Aware of his own feelings toward
his friend, Tamotsu is unable accept Yoshino’s sudden reappearance in their lives. Of
course, he takes his anger out on Yoshino. “You took him away from me and left him in
the end.” Tamotsu’s words forces the other to face Sachi and his own thoughts about
their relationship.

Underclassman Sora Oyamada has eyes only for Tamotsu. He accepts Tamotsu no
matter what happens, even when he is being teased by him. Sora wants the older male
to look at him…only him. But through Tamotsu only sees Sachi in the younger man’s
face. An awkward relationship, but one that steadily grows. Sora slowly comes to
understand the limits of Tamotsu’s feelings and learns to play by his rules. Only if he
wasn’t so tall.

It’s a story about two couples. The transition between the two is pretty smooth and ties
together really well since as we leave Yoshino and Sachi behind, Tamotsu and Sora
takes over. I feel that out of the four young men, Tamotsu is the one that is the most
mature. He is the one most aware of his own feelings and knows the extent of his bond
with Sachi. Even though he declared that he will surely get Sachi to fall in love with
him, he calmly accepted what basically amounted to a rejection. In the end, he even
helped Yoshino acknowledge his own longings for Sachi and in doing so, patched up
the relationship between the two. Also, the last story with Sora truly made him the
bigger man since he is able to accept being ‘bottom’ in the relationship. Even if it was
only for that one time.

Kano tends to draw guys that don’t always fit the stereotype of a ‘pretty boy’ in BL
series. The way they look is cute enough, but it’s their personality that stands apart
from the flowerly image in other stories. They’re usually crass, blunt, clumsy or
awkward. And at times, it’s all of the above. However, it’s within those awkward
moments that I’m drawn to the characters.

Those looking for deep, dramatic stories best look elsewhere. But for simple humor
and sweet romantic moments amidst awkward timing, that is Kano’s specialty. A
rougher sort of BL romance showing the sweeter side of tough guys.
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Hitohira vol. 1
Story and Art: Idumi Kirihara
Published by Aurora Publishing
ISBN-10: 1934496421
ISBN-13: 978-1934496428

Review by Kris

Ah, the theatre. It is infectious once you get it in your veins. I was
a shy kid growing up. I loved to perform for various imaginary
friends. I never liked performing in front of real people though. It
wasn't until I was twelve-years-old and saw Pirates of Penzance
performed at my sister's high school. The lights, the costumes,

and the music enchanted me. I knew that I wanted to perform. I soon found myself
going to local theatre performances. In the ninth grade I enrolled in my schools theatre
class and found myself freed from the things that held me back. I was portraying
someone else. I was no longer that shy, self-conscious girl. I was whomever I wanted
to be.

You're probably wondering why I took this walk down memory lane. Hitohira is the
tale of Mugi Asai. She is a small and very timid freshman. She decided that she wanted
to attend the same high school as her friend. Her friend applied to an arts high school,
and so did Mugi. Mugi is so timid that she barely speaks above a whisper when
speaking to others. When she found out that she passed the exam, she couldn't help
but shout her excitement. Surprising not only herself, she caught the attention of the
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Theatre Research Club director, Nono Ichinose.

Not only is Mugi shy, but she's kind of clumsy and embarrasses easily. Those qualities,
however, are what makes her endearing to all those who meet her. She ends up
getting roped into the Theatre Research Club along with her classmate Kai Nishida
(who was strong-armed into the club by his older sister who is a member). What
surprises and disaster await Mugi? You'll have to read Hitohira vol. 1 to find out.

Aurora Publishing has three arms (did that sentence sound weird to you?). I've read
books from their josei line (Luv Luv Press) and their boys love line (Deux Press), but
this was my first time reading anything released from their shojo line (the Aurora line). I
must say that in regards to the quality I already knew what to expect, but I didn't know
what I was in for title wise. I have to say that I am very pleased. I found myself being
drawn into the story immediately. I could see myself in Mugi's shoes. Idumi Kirihara-
sensei's art is richly detailed and pulls you into the story as well. The characters are
each unique in their own way. It is very cute and I caught myself giggling out loud.

I'm not a stranger to shojo titles, but I will admit that I don't read as much as I would
like. If you hadn't noticed I read way more yaoi titles, but with this release of Hitohira
through Aurora I am going to make a concerted effort to read more shojo in the future.
I recommend this title to girls young and old. Pick it up and give it a chance. It's worth it!

EDIT: 11/05/08 - This link is to access Aurora Publishing's key release page for
Hitohira. It's pretty cool, check it out! http://www.aurora-
publishing.com/images/hitohira.html
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Kiss All the Boys vol. 3
Story and Art: Shiuko Kano
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496456
ISBN-13: 978-1934496459

Review by Kris

In my previous review of Kiss All the Boys vol. 2 I said that
we would probably be in for an explosive climax. And boy was I
right! Plus, be sure to catch my review of Kiss All the Boys
vol. 1 for a more detailed look at this amazing series.

For a quick recap:

Tetsuo Atarashi is a 32-year-old, straight, porn comic writer with a 15-year-old gay
son. Haruka Enomoto is living with Tetsuo because his mom is in Europe. Haruka is in
love with his best friend Hiroto Tamaki. Tetsuo's best friend, editor, and Haruka's uncle,
Michiro Enomoto, is in love with Tetsuo. Keiichi Momoyama is one of Tetuso's
neighbors and also has a thing for Tetsuo. He was also Tetsuo's first sexual encounter
with a man. Tetsuo is a jerk supreme, but things seem to be spiraling out of control for
him. Not only has Michiro quit as his editor, but there is also a new addition to the
Atarashi household. Tamaki has run away from home and is now staying with Tetsuo
and Haruka.
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Tetsuo has pretty much come to the realization that women don't do it for him anymore.
Not only that but it seems that his impotence has been cured (insert Hallelujah Chorus
by Handel here). The one who can cause little Tetsuo to come to life is none other than
the love of his son's life, Hiroto Tamaki. Tetsuo can't seem to get Tamaki off his mind
and uses the star of his wet dreams to help relieve himself. Tamaki walks in on Tetsuo
pleasuring himself while shouting out Tamaki's name. It seems that Tamaki feels the
same way about Tetsuo. While Tetsuo and Tamaki are in the middle of some
questionable actions, Haruka walks in on them. GASP! I don't want to spoil any more
of the story, so the synopsis ends here!

Shiuko Kano-sama never ceases to amaze me! She has created a funny yet touching
series with Kiss All the Boys. Thank you to Deux Press for bringing us this great
series. Not only is it about the sexual encounters of men, but I feel that it's also an
amazing story of a father and son getting to know and love one another. There aren't
enough stories out there that create this kind of emotional punch. You'll laugh, cry, get
angry, laugh some more, and fall in love with this story. I guarantee it! There is also a
short one-shot at the end called Summertime Accomplices. This must be one of Kano-
sama's earlier works. It shares a similarity to the work of her older sister, Kazuna
Uchida (author of I Shall Never Return, also published by Deux Press and
reviewed by me). It's not bad, but her later works are so much more aesthetically
pleasing.

I cannot say enough good things about Kiss All the Boys as a series as a whole. It
is really an amazing piece of work. Deux Press has not disappointed yet. With the
amount of Kano-sama's works that they have licensed and published they have
become one of the top yaoi publishers out there and have earned my heartfelt respect
and thanks.

If you enjoy yaoi, this is a series that you must absolutely read. I know that I'm glad I
read it and so will you!
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Oh my god! vol. 2
Story and Art: Natsuho Shino
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496448
ISBN-13: 978-1934496442

Review by Kris

Yuto Hikami has his hands full. He comes from a family of
sorcerers, but believes that the magic ran out a long time ago.
The reason he has his hands full you ask? Well... at home he
lives with an amnesiac god he named Jade and an agoraphobic
water god named Rin. It turns out that Yuto is actually very

powerful, but he's not aware of it yet.

In Oh my god! vol. 2 our trio of magical misfits seems to attract trouble wherever
they go. First they deal with possessed glowing red beads. Plus there seem to be
forces outside the human realm that seem to know who Jade might be and know of
Yuto's power as well. Not only are there weird things going on around them but there is
another mysterious stranger that looks familiar to Yuto, but he has no idea who this
man might be.

But these three (plus Rin's guardian spirit, Kyo aka Crowley) continue to get in trouble
at home too. Rin and Jade continue to fight over who gets to have Yuto's attention, all
while Yuto remains blissfully unaware. Who are these mysterious forces at work behind
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the scenes? It seems there is a storm brewing on the horizon.

I didn't feel like recapping the first volume of Oh my god!, but have no fear you can
read my review here, or Jilly Gee's here.

Deux Press has done it again! They've licensed a great series that grabs you by the
nose and get you hooked. As of October 15, 2008 mangaupdates.com claims that
there are currently two volumes out, but it is an ongoing series in Japan. The ending is
a cliffhanger and it leaves you wondering what is going to happen next, so it better be
continued over here as well! Not only do you get the main story, there are a few short
shojo one-shots.

This is a great continuation on the first volume. There is the very light shonen-ai aspect
of the story. If you are looking for something hot and heavy, you'll need to look
elsewhere. But I don't recommend it. Even though the boys love aspect of the story is
light, it is still worthy of your time. It is funny. You'll definitely burn some calories while
reading this manga. Shino-sensei's art is a great addition to the story. Everyone is
extremely attractive and they still have great hair. There is even the appearance of a
character featured in another of sensei's series (Mr. Kurashina from Kurashina
Sensei's Passion-which has been licensed here in the states by a publisher other
than Deux, but it was caught up in the Biblos/Libre licensing mess that I won't bore you
with the details).

I highly recommend this volume/series to anyone! It is rated OT so a larger audience
can enjoy this title. Check it out, don't make me send angry gods after you!

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

http://manicaboutmanga.blogspot.com/2008/10/oh-my-god-vol-1-by-natsuho-shino-review.html
http://www.mangaupdates.com/series.html?id=2763
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 10/15/2008: "Yaoi Review: Oh my god! vol. 2"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001044.htm[4/27/2019 2:44:48 PM]

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 10/15/2008: "Yaoi Review: Maid in Heaven"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001043.htm[4/27/2019 2:44:51 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Yaoi Review: One Night Lesson"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Yaoi
Review: Oh my god! vol. 2"]

10/15/2008 Archived Entry: "Yaoi Review: Maid in Heaven"

Maid in Heaven
Story and Art by Hisami Shimada
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496332 
ISBN-13: 9781934496336

Review by Linda Yau

Ever since his grandmother's back went out, Midori Ichii must
take the place of her job as a maid temporarily for Asagi
Kosaka's household. His new responsibilities include making tea
for the master, and serving it to him. All the while, wearing a
maid's dress.

The only thing though, the master is his age and is a attractive wealthy business man.
At first Midori finds him irritating, and thru the course of the book grows onto him.

This book is a one-shot volume and good for a quick read while traveling. It is funny,
and at times the reader can feel frustrated for Midori and Asagi, at later parts of the
book. Everyone, from the younger brother to the uncle to the maid and to the butler
always seem to interrupt them, when they are hot and bothered. This leads the aloof
Asagi to sulk while Midori could only look on and have these cute expressions.

Midori is drawn with an androgynous look, this is a look that certainly has confused my
co-worker who saw this book, and thought that Midori was a girl. So if you wouldn't
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know the publisher and the plot, the cover can confuse readers. I have enjoyed
reading this book, and as Kris had mentioned in several of other reviews, and I chime
in for this title. Deux has selected a good book to bring over to the United States.
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One Night Lesson
Story and Art by Ryo Takagi
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-566-6
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-566-7

Review by I-hsiu Lin

Excerpt from the back of the book. "In One Night Lesson,
author Ryo Takagi crafts a sweet collection of stories with one
thing in common: a sometimes humorous view of the uncertainty,
misunderstanding and pain that can accompany budding

relationships." That sentenced summed up the theme of the stories very well but
'misunderstandings' is oversimplifying the interactions that the characters go through.

In the first story, 'One Shot', Takara is Kairi's model. Since Kairi's gaze is upon him all
day, Takara has to be extra careful so that his own gaze doesn't betray the feelings
that he has harboring inside: that he has fallen for the photographer. But reigning in his
feelings also puts an unnatural feel on the photos. "I want to take a photo of the inner
you." One wonders when Takara will give in and confess or when Kairi will finally take
a step forward. Then there is the appearance of another photographer…

'Half Position" and "Half Position 2" is a two parter about Sakura Nogami and Ryu
Saezaki. Rivals at school, Saezaki is always number 2 to Nogami and Nogami doesn't
let him forget it. But one night in the park, Nogami pushes Saezaki down. "Will you
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have sex with me?" Surprised into a promise, Saezaki is quickly drawn to his rival,
coming to understand a bit more about his life and the circumstances surrounding his
confession.

Chihiro Asou is entering an all-male music school. His friends sent him off with the idea
that all the guys in the school will be gay and will surely attack him. Chihiro brushed it
off but soon found that it is true! At least everyone is gay for his roommate, second
year student, Ren Sakurazawa. Exuding pheromones and machismo through his
pores, Ren can't help but attract his classmates' attention although he claims not to be
attracted in turn. He sought the protection and company of Chihiro, but his presence is
starting to confuse the underclassman. Is it merely pheromones or is he starting to fall
for Ren?

Takagi is wonderful in weaving humor and sex together in her stories. Nothing is too
complicated or serious. The second story has elements of seriousness whilst learning
about Nogami's background. However, the drama never overshadows the humor and
pull of the story which is something I always enjoyed about Takagi's works. The last
story, "Fake Lesson" is all about the statement "I am not gay!"…a claim that is quite
weak in a BL story. It is especially funny since Chihiro constantly declares that he is
sexually different from the rest of the male population although his thoughts and
feelings are undeniably drawn to Ren. At the end, all the characters come together in a
hilarious short called "Extra Mixed Manga". Takagi herself steps forward with an
afterword about her stories which is always nice to know about the background of
stories from the creator.

Khris has also posted a wonderful review of this book of which I agree with
wholeheartedly.

From the view of production values, Juné manga books are larger than other
publishing companies. They recreated the Japanese version nicely and the dust jacket
features a 4 panel extra of the couple from "Fake Lesson" in the back flap.
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The Keeper
Written by Kalita Kasar
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10:  1603704361
ISBN-13:  9781603704366

Review by Jilly Gee

Historical fiction mixed with gay erotica, The Keeper starts with
Thomas, a shoemaker's apprentice in 1772, being kidnapped and
almost taken to do hard labor.  Lucky for him, he's a pretty boy
and gets taken to Léon Chambellan's place instead, to serve as a
sort of sex slave.  Actually, "slave" is too strong of a word, since

the boys that get taken to Chambellan's supposedly volunteer their services and enjoy
it.  Thomas, however, is different from all the other boys, so innocent and pure that he
feels the pleasure he gets from Chambellan's touches are wicked and sinful, which
simultenously makes him the most desired one out of the household and the one that
Chambellan cannot touch.  So Chambellan leaves him alone, hoping that the boy will
eventually get over it all and come to seek him out.  Thomas does get over those
feelings of shame eventually, but seeing as how he is not aggressive in any way
whatsoever, thinks that he has fallen out of Chambellan's favor and works hard to win
his way back into it, putting great effort into his "training".

It's hard to know what to make of Chambellan.  On the one hand, logic makes the
reader think that he is just an olden day pimp for young men, taking pleasure and profit

http://www.torquerebooks.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=1399
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.torquerebooks.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=1399
http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/


Archived Entry - 10/13/2008: "e-Book review: The Keeper"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001041.htm[4/27/2019 2:44:59 PM]

from all of those poor boys, but on the other hand, it seems that he really can't see
things outside of his own small world, that he thinks he is really saving people by
offering them positions in his household as sex objects rather than returning them to
society, that because it is pleasurable, it is better than what they would be offered out
there.  Because The Keeper is a sort of sexual fantasy, potential readers hoping to
enjoy the story should be willing to think the latter of him, so those who are not willing
to suspend their belief of the sensible that far will almost certainly not enjoy the
romance.

Thomas's complete and total purity and innocence, both to sex and violence, was a bit
of a turn off (I may like my fictional guys somewhat effeminate, but not totally weak and
helpless), but that lead to a lot of hurt and comfort moments, which in turn lead to a lot
of fluff, which lead to me going all gooey several times throughout the story.  I like
going gooey; it's a nice feeling.  So while I didn't much care for Thomas's inability to
assert himself, I found delight in those loving, worrying feelings Chambellan exhibited.
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The Firemaster's Mistress
Written by Christie Dickason
Published by HarperCollins
ISBN-10:  0061568260
ISBN-13:  9780061568268

Review by Jilly Gee

In the early 1600's, uhappy with the way the new government
was treating them, a group of overzealous Catholics and people
unhappy with the spinelessness of King James I, formed an
elaborate plan to blow up the House of Parliament, now known
as the Gunpowder Plot of 1605.  Francis Quoynt, son of Boomer

Quoynt, known in the area for making explosives, gunpowder, and the like, would have
been perfectly satisfied using his talents to make dramatic light shows that would bring
awe to people's faces rather than dangerous weapons that would bring pain to the
same faces.  His desire for a future secure enough to enable him to confidently take
Kate Peach as his wife, however, pushes him to accept a position as a spy from Robert
Cecil, first Earl of Salisbury, who promises him that secure future.

Not cut out to be a spy, Francis walks a fine line between between being a traitor and
being a hero.  Unwilling to betray the friends who have put their trust in his ability to get
them the gunpowder needed for the explosion, he gives Cecil only enough information
to know that an attempt on Parliament will be made and not enough to tell the man the
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perpetrators.  Even with this information, though, Cecil seems unwilling to make any
moves.  Perhaps Cecil is really in league with the Gunpowder plotters after all?  Torn
between helping his friends and staying loyal to the crown, Francis agonizes over who
he can trust.  The strongest aspect of the novel, the suspense over what Francis would
ultimately decide, will draw readers in with its urgency and excitement.

Making matters worse is Francis's love for Kate Peach.  Unable to tell her of his secret
mission, he can only allude to danger for the Catholic girl, who takes the warnings as a
kind of veiled threat.  Thinking that she cannot trust Francis, Kate plans her escape, an
escape that does not involve Francis, from her current life working for Hugh Traylor,
who has trapped Kate into a plot of his own.  The romantic subplot is not half as
exciting as Francis's struggle with being traitor and being a loyalist, the two seeming
more like two friends who no longer know how to talk to each other rather than lovers
passionate about each other, but considering that it is just that, a subplot, it is
understandable.  It is an important catalyst for Francis's actions, but not the end all be
all of his universe.

Not being a history buff, just a person who likes stories of far away places and far away
times, most of the factual references were lost on simple little me.  It is clear, though,
from the author's notes and the helpful list of real figures used in the novel that Ms.
Dickason did her best to make the story as conforming to history as possible while still
able to draw an intriguing story around all those facts.
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Featured at the Vampie Hunter D panel were Hideyuki Kikuchi, the author of the novel
series, Yoshitaka Amano, the illustrator for the novel series, and Kevin Leahy, the
English translator for the novel series.  Mr. Leahy was not only a panelist, but also the
translator for Kikuchi and Amano.

Despite both working on the series for over 20 years, Kikuchi and Amano do not meet
much.  As for first impressions, the D picture that Amano presented was not exactly
what Kikuchi had in mind, but the editor assured him that this was the kind of
illustration that sold books.  Mr. Amano countered that he has drawn D exactly as he
appears in the books, eliciting laughter and applause from the audience.  The editorial
staff has ample say in which illustrations actually get used, choosing them based on
the pacing of the book and spacing them evenly.  There are many scenes from the
books Amano would like to illustrate, but not enough room for all of them.  "When he
draws D, he really doesn't have anything decided, aside from the fact that D is going to
be wearing a hat, wearing a long coat, and having a sword on his back; he doesn't
have any other plan going in."  While working, Amano tries not to have anything around
so that he can have a blank slate to come up with a picture.  Kikuchi, on the other
hand, has all kinds of video monitors all over his house, usually playing horror or
science fiction movies constantly while he's writing, but even he has to turn the sound
down with all the monster noises while he's working.  Amano sometimes will
procrastinate, at one point sketching a rose that he thought was too good to just throw
away, so he gifted it to Kikuchi, which drew some aww's and applause from the
audience.  Mr. Kikuchi jokes that if he holds on to it for a couple of more years, it will
really be worth something.

One audience member wondered why the series was intentionally vauge, which
prompted Mr. Kikuchi to take note to put more detail into future volumes as he did not
mean for the series to be vague at all.  Another audience member asked where
Kikuchi's supernatural influence comes from, to which the author replied that he belives
that his interest in monsters and creatures like that are in his blood.  He visited places
where he should have been able to see ghosts and was disappointed that he did not
see a single thing.  Amano jested that there were all kinds of ghosts at this event.
 Asked how Kikuchi's life philosophy shows in his works, Kikuchi points out that
Vampire Hunter D is set in a post-apocalyptic world, drawing laughter from the
audience.  More seriously, he would like to do something lighter and brighter, with
things that don't exist in the world to make something new.

Question for Mr. Leahy:  What are some of the challenges you face in translating
Vampire Hunter D?
Leahy's answer:  I think the main challenge has to be some of the cultural
differences.  Unlike many of Kikuchi's books, the D series isn't set in Japan, so I don't
have to worry about explaining aspects of Japanese life, but social aspects where
people are often referred to by what they are, not who they are.  The character's name
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might sometimes only be used once or twice in the entire book and the rest of the time
they just refer to him as the doctor, the sheriff, the other brother, the younger sister,
something like that.  We don't really use that kind of social system in English, so often
I'll replace all the references of the sheriff with his name in some cases.  I try to
balance it out with the way we would say it naturally in English and the way it actually is
written in Kikuchi's books.

Question for Kikuchi and Amano:  What are your impressions on the
movie?Kikuchi's answer (as translated by Leahy):  The first one was not
what he imagined it, but then the sales took off after that and he really couldn't argue
with it.  As for the second one, it was everything he ever could have wanted in an
anime.
Amano:  Me too desu.
Leahy:  No need to translate that.

Big laughs all around.

Asked what other incarnations of the Vampire Hunter D series fans could look forward
to, Kikuchi mentioned that the people who worked on Bloodlust are interested in doing
another Vampire Hunter D movie, but at the moment, Kawajiri, the director, is rather
busy, so if he were to do it, it would be several years down the road.  There have also
been talks about another game, but due to a hitch in the movie rights, it is in limbo at
the moment.  There is also a comic book adaptation coming out, which he is looking
forward to, to see what people do with the depth of the world.

On the subject of D's inspiration:
Kikuchi:  As far as him being taciturn, that was also intended to make him the kind of
character that women would find attractive or interesting.
Amano:  Does it not matter what the men think?
Kikuchi:  Yeah, basically.
Much audience laughter and applause ensues.
Kikuchi:  As long as we've got Mr. Amano's illustrations of D, the ladies should be
happy, and that's enough, isn't it?

The panel ended with a dramatic reading of The Wanderer's Ship by Tom Wayland,
Veronica Taylor, Rachel Lillis, and Michael Sinterniklaas, voice actors in various anime
series.

Yoshitaka Amano Panel
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Best known for his Final Fantasy, Vampire Hunter D, and Sandman illustrations,
Yoshitaka Amano was the featured guest at this panel.  Translating for him was once
again Kevin Leahy, English translator fo the Vampire Hunter D novels.

The panel started with Mr. Amano telling the audience of his own idea for a hero,
Octopus-man (or Tako-man).  The story would take place here in New York and like a
real octopus, the hero would change his color to blend in with the environment and use
his suction cups to climb up the sides of buildings.  It would involve a regular boy who
fused with an octopus from outer space.  His weakness would probably be that a lack
of water would cause him to shrivel up.  He would actually be an anti-hero, fighting
against civilazation and the way it's destroying the environment, with beings such as
Sharkman as his enemy.  Amano is rather busy with is regular work, so has not had
time to devote to this hero.  Someday it will be introduced in some form or another,
though, and he looks forward to feedback.

Mr. Amano also talked about another hero story he was working on, which involved a
rock musician summoned to a bar where time is somehow twisted and he goes to New
York City 10,000 years in the future.  From Washington Square, he could enter into
different places and time.  Amano apologizes that that's pretty much how it stands at
the moment, as he has not gotten to the end yet.

What US comic artists do you admire?
Amano's all-time favoite comic artist is Neal Adams.  Several years ago at the San
Diego Comic Con, he actually met Neal Adams and he was thoroughly impressed and
very excited that he was actually able to get Neal Adams's autograph.  "You know the
feeling," Leahy knowlingly says to the audience.  When Amano was a teenager, he was
really interested in American comics, but there really weren't all that many American
comics in Japan at the time.  He would go to the used bookstore and wade through the
big box of comics priced at ten cents each and when he found one with art that he
liked, he would be like, "Score!"  It was a short-lived victory, however, because at that
time Neal Adams was doing the covers for almost every DC Comics book, but not the
interior.

As it happened, someone at DC Comics came to see one of Amano's showings and
that was how he was asked to do the Sandman poster.  Neil Gaiman took notice, which
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was how they ended up working on the Sandman project together, kind of like fate.
 Amano also did a Batman and a Superman poster for them, basically fulfilling all the
dreams he had as a kid.  All of this happened in New York.

You've worked on several mediums, including paint, glass, pen, ink,
and t-shirt.  Which is your favorite and what was the most challenging
for you?
Mr. Amano likes drawing on paper best, the way it bends and rolls.  If there's a big
piece on the desk, he can roll some of it up and work on part of it.  The illustrations in
the book ends up being rather small, but he draws them much larger.  The reason for
that is there are some things that just can't be drawn on such a small scale.  While
drawing is his job, when his artwork is in the hand of different professionals, it ends up
being used in different ways.  In the hands of a publisher it becomes a book; in the
hands of a game creator, it goes into a game; in the hands of people doing a play, it
becomes background scenery.  He doesn't worry too much about the actual medium
his art is going to be used in because what's important is just concentrating on the
drawing itself.  After all, if the product is not good, it does not matter how good his
drawings are, because a bad product will not sell.  That being said, he really doesn't
trust the various mediums all that much, as the only thing he can be responsible for is
his drawings.  The media does have its place, though, as it's thanks to them that he is
able to put out books and games and get his works into people's hands.  Amano
remarks that he probably got a bit too serious with this topic, drawing laughs from the
audience.

What are you currently working on?
He is working on a new project with Dark Horse called Shinjuku with an artist by the
name of Ming.  He's got an outline that he should be sitting in his hotel sketching out
the roughs for, but he hasn't yet, which is "not good".  The story is about Los Angeles
and Shinjuku and the deadline is in October, which is "not good at all".  It should be out
at the beginning of next year.  He also has other secret projects in the works and when
he goes back to Japan, he has some gallery work to continue, big pieces, two to three
meters.

As an artist, over the course of your career, technology has improved
leaps and bounds.  How has that impacted your style?

As far as technology like CG, you can't really do much with CG.  He pretty much sticks
with the tried and true thing that people have been doing for hundreds of years with
paper and pencil.  He doesn't know if it's good or bad that he still does things with
paper and pencil.  It's just a matter of technology; if technology ever gets to the point
where you can draw just as easily as with a pencil, then he will start using that as well.
 He wants to do the American hero type project, of course, but he also would like to
work on some other things on a larger scale, such as walls and murals and ceilings, but
he still has to work on his techniques.  For example, in Final Fantasy XI, instead of just
a regular map as that would have been kind of boring, he wanted to include some of
the world view, the mythology, in it.  There have been similar illustrations from the
Japanese feuding states period back in the 1500's.  In a game like Final Fantasy,
utilizing the most recent technology, te thought it would be good to use that to express
this hudreds of years old artwork.  Thinking of the fantasy world as if it were a real
world, he wanted to put these mythological characters around the map.
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What is it like working with Mr. Kikuchi?

In Japan, he rarely ever meets with Mr. Kikuchi as they are both homebodies.  Here in
New York is actually the first time the two have spent time together in a long while.  He
of course always reads the Vampire Hunter D novels before they come out so that he
can do the artwork.  Mr. Amano jokingly checks around for Kikuchi before continuing.
 Usually, Kikuchi is running late with his deadlines, so he will write up a tenth of the
novel and the editor or the publisher will bring over that tenth.  When they get close to
the deadline and Kikuchi only has a hundred or so pages written, Amano is given the
general gist of the story instead so that he can get the rest of the illustrations done in
time for the deadline.  What actually ends up happening, however, is that when the
story is done, the scene that Amano illustrated ends up not being in the book.  He's not
sure how it works here, but in Japan, they end up using the illustration anyway.
 Sometimes the book Kikuchi sets out to write becomes two or three volumes, so some
of the illustrations done for the first volume would cover stuff from the following
volumes, but it makes for a great D story.  That's what's awesome about the story,
though, that there is so much story that it won't fit into just one book, that it needs two
or three.  "But we really can't trust him."  Mr. Amano comments that Kikuchi's latest
book just came out and it was great.

You've collaborated with many talented authors, including, of course,
Mr. Kikuchi and Neil Gaiman.  Are there any artists or writers around
the world you would like to collaborate with in the future?
The people's he's worked with so far have been so incredible that he can't imagine
anyone being more incredible, but if anyone knows of someone, please tell him!

On brainstorming and creative process with a project:

It varies from project to project, but basically he looks at what they want and he starts
doing lots and lots of sketches.  Then from his own sketches, he chooses what he
thinks is closest.  Out of all the sketches, he might take five or six and show them to
the people he's working for and get feedback and then do the same thing again.  In the
past, he had the experience where he was working on a certain book and he would
draw about 10 pictures, get them all colored and everything and then show them to
someone and out of those 10, they would choose one and he would do an actual
drawing out of that.  By now he's gotten to the point where he's not doing all that many
roughs anymore or in some cases the roughs are actually becoming the finished
product.  So it gets a little smoother as it goes along, but that's not necessarily a good
thing.  As far as work and assignments like that go, it's okay to have some that are kind
of easy assignments.  They can't all be easy, but by the same measure, they can't all
be hard.  When you've got a hard assignment and you're working really hard to get
something out there, it gives you new ideas for other things as well, so it's good to have
a mix of the easy and the tough ones.

On inspiration:
He draws his inspriation from places.  When you come to New York, there are things
you can only think of in New York.  For example, the New York Salad project.  He was
working here in New York, working during the day, and at night he went to make some
food.  He was chopping vegetables and he had some time, so he was looking at the
garlic and sketching it, and the garlic turned into a little fairy.  It was about three years
ago that he did these sketches and they were put together in a book in Japan.  Based
on these illustrations, NHK did a 3D animation.  Tako-man is another example of
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inspiration he would not have had if he had not come to New York.

Linda's POV
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Masquerade

This is an highly anticipated event, since the winners for the masquerade will be going
to the World Cosplay Summit, which is a cosplay contest in Japan. Lines to this even
began long before the event began.

This is a picture of the press interviewing the first VIP (people who paid $150), and this
man waiting was actually a Rie Tanaka fan straight from Japan.
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People were actually not allowed in the room, because there was no more seats.

This is a picture of one of the memeber from last year's Team USA.



Archived Entry - 10/12/2008: "New York Anime Festival Part 2"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001039.htm[4/27/2019 2:45:07 PM]

This is a picture of this year's winners of the Masquerade and heading to Japan as
Team USA.
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So Sunday came, and the last day of the con was upon con-goers.

A highlight for many fans that day was Rie Tanaka's panel, and autograph. So here is
a picture from her panel.

There was this Chalk Art drawing in the dealer room. The artist was drawing the mural
especially for NYAF, he began on Friday, and here on Sunday it is finished. An
homage to Vampire Hunter D's creators.
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This was a cute cut-out found outside near Rie Tanaka's autograph session, which
was swamped. 
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More pictures of the event, can be found at here, or more coverage can be found here,
and more.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/30988217@N08/sets/72157607814597493/
http://animediet.net/category/conventions/new-york-anime-festival-2008
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
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comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with
your comment and we'll add it.
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New York Anime Festival 2008 part 2
by I-hsiu Lin
Photographed by I-hsiu Lin

The next two days, I mainly concentrated on the Yoshitaka Amano panel and Rie
Tanaka panel. On Saturday night, I attended the legendary World Cosplay Summit
Masquerade. It was legendary since Rie Tanaka had a mini-concert and Team Osaka
made an appearance....

Saturday, September 27

Autograph after autograph

http://liheliso.org/
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 (Veronica Taylor)

 (Rachel Lillis)

The first autograph session of the day were the distinguished female voice actresses:
Mandy Bonhomme (Juri, Revolutionary Girl Utena,) Rachel Lillis (Utena, Revolutionary
Girl Utena,) Lisa Ortiz (Deedit, Record of Loddess War) and Veronica Taylor (Botan,
Yu Yu Hakusho.) I did another run of the Dealer’s Room (and came up with nothing)
before heading to the Bandai booth for the Gurren Lagaan signing at 3pm: Kyle
Herbert (Kamina,) Steve Blum (Leeron,) and Tony Oliver (Director.) Of course,
attending this signing made me late for the Yoshitaka Amano panel.
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Yoshitaka Amano Panel

Kevin Leahy was also the interpreter for Amano. Yoshitaka Amano spoke about how
Hideyuki Kikuchi never knows how long his stories are, so some pictures that were
suppose to be in one volume end up being in later volumes. As for current projects,
Amano is working on a Shinjuku project that takes place in the near future which
involves the yakuza, various other 'unsavory' characters and subterranean monsters.
When asked if Amano will have another New York exhibition the themed exhibit “Hero”
in 1999, he commented that he would like another one. Fan: ‘Please, please, please!’
Amano: *nods* ‘Please!’ *crowd laughs* When he receives a project, he listens to what
they (the creators) want and start drawing many of sketches. He chooses 5-6 sketches
and shows them to the creator to get feedback before drawing some more. But he
doesn't do as much sketches lately and at times, the 'rough sketches' is the finish
product. He also gets his inspirations from places he has been...not just the
atmosphere and surroundings of the place, but also from things
(fruits/vegetables/objects) that are not found in Japan.
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There was also a giveaway at the end of the panel which consisted of several t-shirts.
The way to get into the giveaway is to say something complimentary to him. My
favorite was someone saying that Amano's work makes him feel as if he is dreaming
even when he is wide awake. Others mentioned that Amano inspired them to become
artists. My other favorite line was from a guy who stated something that is so true. Fan:
Amano made sure that Final Fantasy is never final. At the end, everyone who
complimented him played jun-ken-po (rock, paper, scissors) against Amano for the
shirts.

Yoshitaka Amano is the artist for the various Final Fantasy games, Vampire Hunter D
novels as well as the illustrations and prose for Mateki: The Magic Flute.

Voice Actors and the City

The panel hosts were the cavalcade of voice actors that attended the convention,
minus the ones that were part of the Bandai and Funimation events. There were the
usual 'How to be a VA?' questions and the usual 'Be an actor first' answers. For those
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that have attended voice actor panels before, these types of questions and answer
have become the norm and much of it is repetitive. When someone brought up
fandubbing as a way to practice, Tom Wayland provided an practical piece of advice:
don't send fandubs to directors and studios since the dubs are basically licensed
material that was used without the permission of the licensors. Another voice actor
quipped that you shouldn’t move around too much during recording since movement
doesn't really make your voice do more. (For example, large movements doesn’t
increase the volume of a voice.) Another note is that it's fine to be shy...but you can't
be shy when you're being recorded.

Concerning the salary of voice actors, they noted that VAs don't usually earn a large
sum of money and many have 'day jobs'. The pay is usually by the hour and it is not a
salary wage. There was some background production info thrown around as well.
When someone asked Mike Sinterniklaas about the cartoon 'Kappa Mikey', it was
confirmed that tv studio productions prefer doing reruns if fans don't ask for more
episodes since buying more seasons is expensive. Sinterniklaas encourage fans to
voice their opinions if they truly want more episodes of certain cartoons, especially US-
created ones. When asked about taking parts of anime in a different direction, Tom
Wayland brought up Descendents of Darkness which was about 'gay detectives' and
gushoshin who were spirits depicted as birds. Wayland described the gushoshin as
'undead chickens' since that was what they sounded like in the original Japanese.
However, he had an epiphany that they shouldn't sound like chickens at all. Instead, he
decided that they should sound like Barry White which was what they ended up with.
*audience laughs* Some ADR directors don't want their VAs to practice their voices at
home since they sometimes have a different direction with how they want the voice to
be as well as a different direction they want to take the story.

At a fan's request, Rachael Lillis did a line as Misty from Pokemon while Veronica
Taylor did a line as the original voice for Ash Ketchum to the thrill of the crowd.

The Scottish Japanese play

Japanese and Shakespeare together. I never thought of it, but it makes for an
interesting combination. The performance, ‘Shogun Macbeth’ consisted of a team of
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actors that had three different parts...only one of which I faintly recognized from the
Shakespearean play. The first was a series of katana exercises, second was the
appearance of the three hags and the third was a sword fight between three people. It
was interesting watching them in action...though I barely understood what was going
on.

World Cosplay Summit Masquerade

The masquerade was exceptional this year and I believe the standards were pushed
higher due to the fact that the preliminaries for the World Cosplay Summit was held at
this masquerade. The World Cosplay Summit is an international competition that
focuses on performance and craftsmanship of the cosplays. The team to represent the
US was chosen from NYAF and the international competition will be held next year in
Japan. Only teams of two are allowed to compete.

The masquerade was also exceptional this year due to the mini-concert that Rie
Tanaka held at the opening. Coming out in pink ears and a tail, she started singing
Meer Campbell’s 'Emotion' from Gundam Seed, followed by 'Let Me Be With You' while
occasionally cooing 'Chii!' from Chobits. She ended with 'Shizuka na Yoru ni', again
from Gundam Seed as Lacus Clyne. I think everyone was in love by the end of the
mini-concert.

As mentioned before, there were many amazing skits. Links below are from acparadise
recordings on youtube.

Shoot for Top Shoot for it All - Won Best in Show and Runners up for WCS. There were
40+ ppl in the audience involved in a single part. You can’t see them (since they were
in the audience,) but the effect of the skit is there. These two were determined to win:
they competed last year and this year and received Runners Up both times. I hope
they don't give up because they're amazing.

Gift of Luck - WCS winner. Truly beautiful skit in detail of costume and story.

After the last skit, Team Osaka appeared. Team Osaka was the Third place winners at
WCS 2008. They were invited to NYAF via Team USA. They did their performance
from WCS this year and it was breathtaking. The style of their Code Geass cosplays is
a take on visual kei and words could not truly describe the intensity of their skit.

Team Osaka - 2008 WCS Third place winner. Names: Yui is Lelouch and Mino is
Suzaku. (Video upload is by mechwarrior58 on youtube.)

http://www.acparadise.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BvJi9uj7_MQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1LP4PAmjZQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7oblRSMMQY
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Sunday, September 28

Singer and Seiyuu: Rie Tanaka

The panel was well underway when I arrived. Rie Tanaka spoke about doing a very
late night radio show in Japan: she enjoys working although it makes her really tired.
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For this reason, she tries to keep really hyper. Her favorite character out of her roles is
Suginotou from Rozen Maiden. There isn't any particular seiyuu (Japanese voice actor)
that she enjoys working with. However, she likes working with her friends and they
contribute to her performance. For example, Tanaka brings up Miyuki Sawashiro who
is the seiyuu of Shinku in Rozen Maiden. Them working with each other built up
Sugintou's character. The differences between voicing in an anime and video game is
that several seiyuu record together in anime and she records by herself when she is
recording for a video game. She has to imagine more about what other characters
other say and act as well as work with the director more since she doesn't have
someone else in the recording booth with her.

Tanaka asked the audience who were gamers and who were the gamers in terms of
internet gaming. She spoke about how when she was in school, she loves online
gaming. *loud applause from audience* Tanaka: *laughs* ‘Why are you applauding?’
She speaks about the difficulties of finding time to play or playing too much. As a
seiyuu, she needs to study the script before the recording. As an addict of the game,
she plays on the train on the way to work. Currently, she is playing Final Fantasy XI
online as Mithra, which is a feline type character.

When asked how she came up with the voice for Simca from Air Gear, she mentioned
that she read about the original story, discuss with the director and imagine how this
character would sound. Linda asked about difficult characters and Tanaka brought up
Lacus Clyne from Gundam Seed. Lacus was difficult since she was not very realistic
concerning her role in the story. She doesn’t show a lot of emotions. The story is
centered on war, but even when she is angry, she has to keep a certain style that is
true to her character which was very difficult. Tanaka received much support from her
director on this role. About Tanaka's role as Bianchi on Hitman Reborn!, she mentions
that she feels that the character is very feminine and girly. She took a moment to speak
to her manager before adding a piece of news: she will be playing another character
on Reborn!. She is unable to say the name of the character, but asks that the fans look
forward to hearing her voice again. When asked, she mentioned that she also felt that
Fujo Kirie from Kara no Kyoukai was a difficult character to portray since the backstory
was very dark with a background of a tragedy. However, the character changed a bit to
become more feminine.

When the topic of cosplay came up, Tanaka mentioned that there were more Chi then
Lacus cosplays. She wonders about that...but I can easily explain that Lacus' outfits
are much harder to make. Tanaka did several character voices, one of my favorites
being a line as Lacus. What brought on an onslaught of photographs and fulfilled every
fans' dreams was when the manager handed Tanaka a pink haro. Someone also gave
Tanaka a Lacus plushie. At a fan’s request, she sang a bit from 'Shizuka na Yoru ni'
accapella.
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There were giveaways at the end in t-shirts (which are small so the interpreter quipped
that we can put it on our pillows,) cellphone straps, and cds.

Rie Tanaka is a singer and voice actress, most famous for Lacus Clyne (Gundam
Seed series,) Koyomi Mizuhara (Azumanga Daioh,) and Sugintou (Rozen Maiden.)

Other parts of the convention

I didn't go to any of the concerts but there were many concerts that weekend. Like the
Bandai booth, Funimation also had signings at their booth, but I wasn’t able to attend.
There to promote Darker than Black was Jason Liebrecht as Hei and Brina Palencia as
Yin.

I wasn’t able to catch all the licenses that were announced but Yen Press has licensed
Hero Tales by Hiromu Arakawa (mangaka of Fullmetal Alchemist.) Del Rey will have
TSUBASA Character Guide 2 out in summer 2009 complete with color pages and
guide exclusive art. XxxHOLiC: Another Holic novel by NISIOISIN is coming out
October 28 which is later this month. Funimation has the rights to the Mushishi live
action movie and there are plans for Ouran Highschool Host Club to be shown on tv.
Bandai Entertainment has licensed the Gurren Lagann manga.

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/


Archived Entry - 10/12/2008: "New York Anime Festival 2008 part 2"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001038.htm[4/27/2019 2:45:12 PM]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,

http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 10/12/2008: "New York Anime Festival 2008 part 2"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001038.htm[4/27/2019 2:45:12 PM]

comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with
your comment and we'll add it.



Archived Entry - 10/12/2008: "New York Anime Festival Part 1"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001037.htm[4/27/2019 2:45:16 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "New York Anime Festival 2008"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "New York
Anime Festival 2008 part 2"]

10/12/2008 Archived Entry: "New York Anime Festival Part 1"

New York Anime Festival 2008 
By Jilly Gee and Linda Yau
Photographs by Jilly Gee and Linda Yau

From the same organizers of the Comic Con, New York Anime Festival (NYAF)
occurred September 26-28, 2008 as an industry convention to showcase the best in
Japanese Anime culture that is brought over here by companies such as Del Rey
Manga, TokyoPop, Funimation, Media Blasters, and the list can go on. JLHLS was
able to be present at the NYAF as festivities occurred in typical convention fashion of
three days.

Linda’s POV

Since Jilly and I were locals, we did not have to pack up to travel as I noticed some
other press members or guests did. (I spoke and were near press and cosplayers that
were from Europe or Asia, they were there to report on various things to show support
for Rie Tanaka). The venue was held at the Jacob K. Javits Center, and I can say that
this is six avenues from the nearest public train station. Annually I would make only
several journeys to this location, it is not for every event that would make me willing to
pass an avenue where traffic from New Jersey’s Lincoln Tunnel exits.

http://liheliso.org/
http://newyorkanimefestival.com/
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What is interesting about this convention was the fact that this was an industry related
convention, so there was a more business feel for this convention, rather than a fan
feel like Otakon inspired. There was more of an emphasis or expectation for panels, I
attended to discuss business related topics, such as was it hard to get a job in the
company, what were the upcoming releases from that company, or which works were
considered the best selling. Another example to how effective Jacob Javis was, once it
was 6pm, Jacob Javis employees did not let con goers dwindle at the Dealer’s Room.
Everyone with the exception of dealers was not allowed pass the entrance.

NYAF began at 1pm on Friday, and picking up the badges was a breeze, with no wait
time on my end whatsoever. In my experience, for the entire weekend other than
autograph lines, Rie Tanaka’s panel, masquerade lines, or the line to wait for the
convention to begin, there were basically no seriously long lines.
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I met up with Jilly, and we went to our first panel: Anime and Manga Journalism.
The purpose of this panel was to introduce the concept of how to blog, and eventually
get paid. This panel was run by four representatives from a variety of successful anime
publications (online and print). They started out the panel by summing up that the
market for anime journalists to actually get paid is small and competition is fierce.
Anime publication looks for originality, professionalism, and teamwork.

The next panel we attended was the Funimation Industry Panel. Funimation is a
media company that is similar to Viz Media, that JLHLS has reviewed several movies
before. In this panel, they gave audience an update and taste on what titles they were
going to release. There was a great deal of excitement from the audience, such as a
rousing cheer for when the Afro Samurai Movie was announced or when the limited
metal tin box edition of Black Lagoon: The Second Barrage was announced as well. As
a live action move, Mushishi was also announced. There was also a comment on the
state of anime, what with the piracy or licensing--"DON'T PANIC!" Funimation did also
introduce new ways they are introducing anime to the public such as cell phone anime.

Jilly's POV

Hideyuki Kikuchi panel

Featured at the Hideyuki Kikuchi panel was ,of course, Hideyuki Kikuchi , best known
for his Vampire Hunter D novels (published in English by DMP and Dark Horse
Comics), and Kevin Leahy, translator not only for Mr. Kikuchi, but also for the popular
Vampire Hunter D novels.

Interestingly, the pair did not meet through publishers or something similar, but rather
as individuals, fan to creator.  Being a fan of the novels himself, Leahy attended
several events that featured Kikuchi in Japan.  As a foreigner, he stood out to Kikuchi
when he looked out into the audience, who at first thought that Leahy had wandered in
drunk (Leahy quipped that this was pretty close to the truth) and didn't belong there.
 Eventually, however, Kikuchi noticed that Leahy attended quite a few of the events
and curiosity led him to ask Leahy what the deal was.  Kikuchi and Leahy discussed
the book and a half that Leahy had already translated into English and they spent
years looking for a publisher after that.  When asked what it was like working together,
Kikuchi responded with, "He's a good guy."  Leahy himself elaborated a bit, talking
about how they do not have that much interaction with each other, although sometimes
he asks Kikuchi for clarifications, such as how a character's name should be spelled.
 Kikuchi jokingly remarked afterwords that that was a long response to "He's a good
guy."

Asked if there were any of Kikuchi's works in particular that he would like to translate,
Leahy answered that he would of course like to continue with the Vampire Hunter D
series until the end.  He is so busy translating, however, that he does not have time to
read Kikuchi's many other books.  "Because of my schedule translating, I don't have
time to read his other 300 some odd books as I would like.  At this rate, I won't live long
enough to read the rest of his books, let alone translate them, but I would like to do a
lot more of his books."

Though not a Vampire Hunter D panel (that would come the next day), since it is his
most popular series, the subject was of course brought up.  The left hand is the only

http://www.dmpbooks.com/
http://www.darkhorse.com/
http://www.darkhorse.com/
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one that knows all of D's secrets, though the information will be divulged to readers
little by little.  After all, he jokes that the publishers won't let him end the series, and he
will likely be writing it until he dies.  One of his wishes for anime is to see the story of
the first novel remade and also the seventh and eighth novels (a two-part story in the
series), since those are his favoites.  There is a French producer who holds the rights
to a Vampire Hunter D movie, though this producer did not seem too knowledgeable
about the series and did not seem to be doing too much work on it.  What Kikuchi
thinks comes out best in his Vampire Hunter D series above all others is the human
drama.

The Vampire Hunter D manga adaptation (published in English by DMP) was also
talked about, in which Kikuchi discussed how he thinks Ms. Takaki's done a great job
on it.  "It would be good if she were to put in a lot more action-packed sequences, but
she's actually staying very close to the source material."  Kikuchi was also asked about
the process of adapting the novel to a manga, although the author laughingly pointed
out that it was a question more suited to the manga creator than himself.  Still, he was
able to offer a bit of insight into the process.  In order to make the story fit into certain
page counts, Ms. Takaki has to massage the material, making some scenes longer
and some shorter.

Mr. Amano, the illustrator for the Vampire Hunter D novels, was not a panelist at the
Hideyuki Kikuchi panel, though he did make a surreptitious visit.  A question was asked
of Mr. Kukuchi about what he thought of Amano's art, to which Kikuchi answered that
once in a while D looks a bit funky and he would ask Amano if he could do it again, at
which point Mr. Leahy pointed out that they were putting the author on the spot, what
with the illustrator right there (at the back of the room).  Mr. Kikuchi laughingly
requested that there be no more questions concerning Amano.

On the subject of Kikuchi and his writing in general, the author related how he started
out writing for magazines, but one by one they all shut down, leaving him with no place
to live.  He turned to writing science fiction, which as all fans know today, was a much
bigger success.  Kikuchi's Alien series, which had treasure hunting and lots of gadgets,
was his most popular series until the Vampire Hunter D anime was released, at which
point Vampire Hunter D overtook the Alien series it in popularity, showing him the
power of anime.  For one year, he attended lessons on how to become a writer,
although he laughingly notes that he was the last one of that group to actually get
work.  He has thought about writing in other fields, but his bread and butter right now
are the royalties from his books, so he of course has to keep that going.  The most he
has ever written in one day was 94 pages.

And of course, it would be near impossible to walk away from an author panel without
learning said author's favorite author, who in this case, is Ray Bradbury.

Linda's POV

Kitty Media Panel

http://www.dmpbooks.com/


Archived Entry - 10/12/2008: "New York Anime Festival Part 1"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001037.htm[4/27/2019 2:45:16 PM]

The first night panel was a presentation from Kitty Media on yaoi and yuri graphic
novels. I saw Media Blaster’s managing editor: Frank Pannone again. I have met him
previously at Otakon this year – so it was a delight to see him again. Even more to
realize the projects is Kitty Media going to be releasing. Titles like Fujoshi Rumi 3, A
Kiss in the Dark, and Dojin Work is in the English publishing future for the yaoi fangirls.
As for the yuri titles, Maka Maka is going to be published. Gia, who I was surprise, but
delighted to meet took more comprehensive notes for this panel.

The following panel was a Yaoi Roundtable, where Frank, presided with Abby, and
representative from Publisher’s Weekly. (I humbly apologize, for not writing down the
name of you, in spite of afterwords inquiring again for your name). I took these notes
from the panel itself. These were questions asked of the panelists.

Question: Why does yaoi appeal to you?

Because of stigma from hentai in the 1970’s, it gave a bed rep for yaoi, which is more
romantic and enjoyable to work with.

There is a dynamic appeal and equal basis of the gender that levels the playing field
for the couple. 

In the United States, Only the Ring Finger Knows paved the way for other yaoi
publication up to date now. The Song of Wind and Trees (Kaze to Ki no Uta) is
considered to be the first yaoi in the 1970’s, but will not be licensed because the
characters in the story are only fourteen years old.

Question:Has the Yaoi market changed?

It has expanded greatly, and there is a saying that the BL publication has hit the ceiling,
but that is saying is contradicted because BL fans keep buying more, and then some.
There is consistently a need to reprint.

Question: Why are there so few Yaoi titles released?

http://giapet.net/2008/09/26/nyaf08-kitty-media/
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There is a challenge in marketing BL titles, because the market is now saturated with
manga like Naruto. Now publishers are forced in doing more cherry picking, to choose
the best potential. A new challenge is doing more leg work to expand more of the
market with alternative sources.

I couldn't get more of the questioning, but this is the rest of the notes I took from the
Roundtable.

There is an androgynous look in the 1970's, but now the trend is for the men to
become more masculine looking. However people want to see more pretty things, so
there is not as much of a drive for a more manly style, that is prevalent in publication
like the interview with the subject of Manly here.

These are some minuscule portions of snapshots I took on the first day:

Kingdom Hearts: The Fan's Point of View Panel

The World Ends With You Cosplayers 
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New York Anime Festival 2008
by I-hsiu Lin
Photographed by I-hsiu Lin

Similar to last year, the New York Anime Festival boast a huge Dealer's Room, though
many of the major publishing companies was absent like Tokyopop and DMP. (I think
they were focused on Yaoi-Con on the west coast which was happening that same
weekend.) Those that appeared had many things in store for the convention goers.
Besides the voice actors and guests that were part of the original convention
scheduling, Bandai Entertainment and Funimation brought in their cast to promote
Claymore, Darker then Black, Gurren Lagann and Gundam 00. There were
signings and events at their booth throughout the weekend.

Friday, September 26

A bit of Funimation

http://liheliso.org/
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I was late to the Funimation panel since I was getting a poster signed by Brad Swaile
(voice actor for Setsuna from Gundam 00.) I found Linda and Jilly at the panel and
Linda asked about the possible licensing of Dr. Slump since they already licensed and
am re-releasing the various Dragon Ball series. The answer was that it was unlikely. I
asked about the licensing for Kyou Kara Maoh season 3 since they bought the licenses
from the now defunct Geneon. The reps stated that they hope to get the series as well.

Iron Chef Morimoto
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Masaharu Morimoto entered the room decked in a traditional Japanese hakama and
kimono. He opens the panel with the ceremonial 'tying sleeves up with one rope' that
I've never been able to do. (It's what Chihiro did in Sprited Away before she walked
across the pipe.) The tying ended with a Japanese phrase and much applause from
the audience. Please note that Morimoto spoke English. Even though his accent made
it difficult to understand some of his words, his light hearted and funny comments still
got through to everyone. Morimoto opened the panel up with information on a new Iron
Chef game coming out for the Wii. Now anyone can challenge an Iron Chef! Morimoto:
'Let me know if you beat me!'

The very first question started with 'First off, you're amazing...' Morimoto: 'I know, I
know.' *crowd laughs* Turns out, the audience member's brother was one of
Morimoto's challengers on the show, Iron Chef, though I didn't catch the brother's
name. Morimoto was inspired to become a chef because his mother wasn't the best
cook. (Though that answer made his mother sad at another interview.) Of course there
were lots of hardcore 'Iron Chef' questions. Someone inquired about his current
relationship with Bobby Flay (after the cutting board debacle so many years ago) which
he responded that everything is fine between them and they were still friends.
Morimoto: 'I get asked that alot.' I asked about the hints that Iron Chefs were given
prior to the matches concerning the secret ingredient. There were 5 hints in Japan and
3 hints in the US. Besides the hints, Morimoto mentioned that he keeps an eye out for
what Fuji TV buys from the market. Morimoto: 'Ah, they bought 50 kilos of snappers,
it'll be snappers.' He spoke about the stress of being an Iron Chef as well as the honor
of being part of the show.

His favorite cooking is his wife's cooking. The best restaurant in all of Tokyo is
'Morimoto in Roppongi!' The best sake? 'Morimoto sake!' He has many restaurants all
over the world. He feels that the decor of the restaurant and style/taste of the food
incorporates the feel of the location. When he was picking a name for his restaurant in
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NY, he found out that there is already a restaurant named 'Mori', 'Moto', 'Masa' and
'Haru'. When asking if 'Morimoto' is too long of a name, people confirm that it's not
which is why that is the name of his current restaurant. When not cooking he loves to
sleep. Morimoto also quipped that he is actually on a diet, mostly eating vegetables
and occasionally chicken, but he can't lose too much weight since being a super
skinny chef doesn't really give off a good impression to customers. *audience laughs*

Of course, since we were at an anime convention, someone asked about manga he
read as a child. Morimoto stated that he used to read sports manga, mainly a boxing
one.

Masaharu Morimoto is a chef with many restaurants opened all over the world. He was
also Iron Chef Japanese on both the US and original Japanese cooking competition
show 'Iron Chef' on Food Network. His establishment, 'Morimoto' in New York City was
the location of the conventionï¿½s After Party.

Vampire Knight author, Hideuki Kikuchi and translator/interpreter
Kevin Leahy

The interpreter for the Hideyuki Kikuchi panel was Kevin Leahy, the translator for the
Vampire Hunter D novels. During the intro questions, we find out that Kikuchi is a
hikkimori (someone who likes to stay at home,) and he started by writing short stories
in magazines before being asked to write novels. His first novel was Demon City
Shinjuku which was inspired by the movie 'Escape from New York', directed by John
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Carpenter. When thinking of what he wants to write, he thinks about the location and
hero and after that decision, he fleshes out the characters. However, he never really
knows the entirety of the story when he starts writing. Series like Vampire Hunter D
does not have a prospective end...since the publisher doesn't want him to end it. Of
course, us readers donï¿½t mind. His inspiration for the Vampire Hunter D series is
from the old western movie, 'Shane' and references from various movies appear in the
series as well. He mentioned that he gets embarrassed when people catch the
references. *laughter ensues* He has written over 300 stories/novels and when asked
how he works, Kikuchi responds that he doesn't sleep at night. He still does all his
writing by hand and Leahy noted that throughout the airplane ride from Japan to the
US, Kikuchi wrote practically non-stop. His personal best was 94 pages in one day. As
for the manga, Kikuchi-sensei feels that the manga sticks very close to the source
material. His favorite Vampire novels are the first volume, the third one, Demon
Deathchase and the two parter, Mysterious Journey to the North Sea. What surprised
Kikuchi was that in the anime, Vampire Hunter D: Bloodlust that was based off of
Demon Deathchase, the producers gave the girl a name when she didn't have one in
the original story.

His Alien series was initially the most popular series in Japan until the Vampire Hunter
D anime came out which pushed his Vampire series to number 1. Kikuchi first meeting
with Leahy was an interesting one: Leahy appeared in the audience of one of his
talkshows in Japan. Kikuchi thought that Leahy wandered in drunk and lost, but he
kept on showing up to subsequent shows. By that time, Leahy had already translated
the first vol. of the Vampire series. And of course, Leahy was asked to continue the
translations. Leahy mentioned that he doesn't have that much time to read since he is
translating all the time. Kikuchi mentioned that there is no other D (the main character
of the Vampire series) except Amanoï¿½s D...though he wishes that he would draw
him a bit nicer. *audience laughs* Then Kikuchi realized that Amano was sitting in the
audience. Kikuchi stated that we should warn him next time and he asks us not to ask
anymore questions about Amano. *more laughter* Finally, Kikuchi mentioned that he'll
be writing something specifically for the western audience.

Hideyuki Kikcuhi is the author and creator of the Vampire Hunter D series, Demon City
Shinjuku and the famed Alien series. Both Vampire Hunter D and Demon City Shinjuku
has been made into an anime.

Kitty Media: Yaoi and Yuri...and more yaoi

The panel was for yaoi and yuri, but everyone wants to talk about yaoi first. However,
managing editor, Frank Pannone introduced their first yuri title by Kitty Media, Maka
Maka. It's a larger then tankoban sized manga and the English version will be exactly
the same as the Japanese version, complete with the obi and dustjacket covers. With
the obi on, you see two girls. Take off the obi cover, the two girls are naked. Take off
the dust jacket, the two girls are making out. And it's a beautiful story by Torajirou
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Kishi. For about $20 which is a comparable price to the Japanese version, it's a must-
have for yuri fans.

Everyone loves Ayano Yamane so Kitty Media will try to get more series from her.
(Though I truly doubt the Finder series will be one of them, though many are still
hoping.) Fujoshi Rumi (a series about a yaoi-loving girl) vol. 3 will be out early next
year. Kitty Media will have something released once a month next year so fans can
look forward to that. There are no plans to license the anime Winter Cicada yet. There
will be no light novels since it's pretty intensive work. Pannone can't talk about Antique
Bakery anime...so Kitty Media might be getting it, might be in the process of getting
it...or not getting it at all. He is not allowed to say. One thing he can say is that they're
thinking about doing BL games.

Funny fact: Pannone wanted to have a kitty boy for the yaoi licenses since there is
always the kitty girl logo. However, the decision was shot down.

Earliest yaoi/BL title was Fake and best selling is Skyscrapers of Oz by Yoshino Somei
and Row Takakura. There were some giveaways with promise of more at the Yaoi
Roundtable panel (which was coming up next.) Linda won Because I'm Boy for
answering the question of the first yuri title, which was of course Maka Maka.

Kitty Media is the adult line for Media Blasters. They regularly release boys love manga
and anime as well as hentai with a start on yuri or girls love titles.

Yaoi Rountable

Yaoi Roundtable is basically an open discussion of various anime. Slides of various
pics were shown, the first being from Kaze to Ki no Uta manga which is classic
yaoi...the first of it's kind. We also had some pics of Crimson Spell by Ayano Yamane.
Pannone mentioned that when the book first came out, Yamane named the main
character as 'Bald'. However, after the first edition was released, the mangaka realized
what 'Bald' meant and had the name changed to 'Vald'.

One of the topics that were brought up to be discussed was whether or not gay guys in
Japan read BL. The case should be not so much since there are manga series that is
geared towards gay guys. However, there are some that do read BL in Japan and here
as well. Pannone got his Japanese yaoi expert on the speakerphone (who was at
Yaoi-con) to comment on it. Though they couldn't communicate very well via
speakerphone and much of the conversation was garbled, it made for an interesting
panel moment. There were tons of awesome giveaways at the end...including
autographed manga by Mikiyo Tsuda (mangaka of Princess Princess) and Eiki Eiki
(mangaka of Dear Myself.) Unfortunately, I didn't win. Winners were pulled from names
written on paper and most of the winners that were called turned out to be male.

Please stay tuned for the next part of this con report!

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
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Street Fighter #12
Story by Ken Siu-Chong
Cover Art by Jo Chen
Published by Udon Comics

Review by I-hsiu Lin

This review is a slight continuation of my previous review,
Street Fighter issue 10. As mentioned before, even though I
didnï't read the previous issues and am missing issue 11, the plot
is easy to pick up even from here.

In issue 10, there are references to Cammy and the anti-terrorist
unit, Delta Red stationed in Brazil. Issue 12 focuses on their mission there: to stop the
crime syndicate, Shadaloo. Although Cammy suffers from amnesia and has a
questionable past (that may have to do with their enemy target,) it does not present an
issue with her teammates and commander. Their trust in her is quickly established in
first few panels of the comic. This is important since the action then opens with Cammy
being abducted and faint bits of her memory returns.

Being part of Shadaloo, codename Killer Bee is only the tip of her past. Cammy
doesn't allow that realization to faze her as Delta Red, Chun-Li and crew quickly
descends upon the hideout and lab. Another awesome fight scene ensues with Chun-
Li and Cammy fighting back to back. The ending quickly occurs with the sudden

http://liheliso.org/
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appearance of a large green being with orange hair and Blanka is introduced to the
readers. His connection with Cammy is clear as he stops short of her but that is all we
know so far.

Much of the drive of this part of the story comes from Cammy's perseverance and
strength of will. Though she doubts herself, it does not hinder her actions during the
mission. After being rescued, she immediately jumps into the fray. Her actions push the
story forward quickly and there is never a boring moment. Like in the previous issue I
reviewed, the action sequences and art are dramatic with another wide shot (though
only one page this time in comparison to the previous two page spread) of the fight
between Shadaloo and Chun-Li's team.

The back story at the end is about Cammy's first mission with Delta Red. Although she
is asleep, her teammates discuss the concept of remembering with the body even if
the mind doesn't remember.

Along with the main story (and back story,) there is a mini comic called 'Cheap Shots!'
with two characters having been sucked into the Street Fighter world and am trying to
get back to their own world. Apparently, they look like Ken and Ryu and many strange
characters they meet seem to think so. It's a humorous short with a storyline that
continues with each issue.

I didn't really mention in my previous review, but these issues are in full color. Also,
Udon Comics published three different covers for each issue. The 'Special Power Foil
Cover' features a single main character like a giant trading card. Issue 12 boasts the
beautiful form of Rose with her yellow scarf framing the scene and a tarot card
levitating in her hand. The artist is the famed, Jo Chen who does many of the covers.

Another well paced story with fantastic artwork. For those that are collecting Street
Fighter art, these special issues are perfect for the collection...along with the two
other covers per issue.

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 10/09/2008: "Comic Review: Street Fighter #12"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001035.htm[4/27/2019 2:45:23 PM]

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 10/09/2008: "Comic Review: Street Fighter #10"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001034.htm[4/27/2019 2:45:26 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Yaoi Review: Mister Mistress vol. 2"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Comic
Review: Street Fighter #12"]

10/09/2008 Archived Entry: "Comic Review: Street Fighter
#10"

Street Fighter #10
Story by Ken Siu-Chong
Cover Art by Jo Chen
Published by Udon Comics

Review by I-hsiu Lin

I have never followed the story for Street Fighter, but reading
from issue 10 was not a problem. Action based comics has a
more linear plotline and after figuring out (quite easily) who the
'good guys' and 'bad guys' are, being thrown into the middle of
the action presented no hindrance in knowing what was going on.

Agent Chun-Li and Fei Long tries to locate the crime syndicate of Shadaloo in Hong
Kong. We learn that Shadaloo was involved with the death of Chun-Li's father and she
seeks the aid of her old martial arts teache, Master Gen. However, revenge is not the
only motive for the female agent in searching for the ninja clad terrorist group. They
have bigger plans that are certain to be a menace to society and the world. Of course,
Chun-Li and company will be stopping them.

In another part of Asia, we find Sakura and Ryu facing a minor dilemma, but a dilemma
nonetheless. Ken has a few happy surprises (which I won't spoil) but there is of course
an enemy lurking nearby. For the time being, this part of the story is more light hearted
then the ensuing issues Chun-Li is encountering. However, being a Street Fighter

http://liheliso.org/
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comic, those two different plotlines will certainly tie together in the future.

The scenes are packed with fight sequences as can be expected from a Street
Fighter comic. Author, Ken Siu-Chong sets a pace that keeps the plot moving, but is
not too overwhelming since this is a one-issue story. The artwork is crisp and the
colors are vivid. Udon Comics excel in the mixture of artists that contribute to the story.
My favorite scene is the two page spread of Chun-Li , Fei Long and Master Gen fight in
the midst against Shadaloo agents. There are very few words, but there is movement
on the page that shows the intensity of the battle. My other favorite piece of artwork is
the cover. Labeled, 'Special Power Foil Cover', the entire cover is shiny with Fei Long
giving a fiery high kick towards the readers.

Actually knowing the characters of Street Fighter via the comics, games and other
mediums does help in understanding their motives and reactions. Each has an
extensive history that is only made even clearer by combining what we know from the
various franchises. However, as mentioned in the beginning, understanding the
characters completely is not really needed for getting into the story.

Even though this story is created in the US via Udon Comics, die-hard fans must note
that Capcom, creators of Street Fighter has stated that these comics are part of the
canon. Canon meaning that although there may be several diverging storylines, it
contributes and follows what Capcom has already established.

There is a back-story of Chun-Li at the end. Guest artist, Andy Seto presents a cute
younger Chun-Li as she speaks of her aspirations and dreams. That if anything else is
more then enough reason to read this issue.

My next review, Street Fighter issue 12 covers a bit more on this special series by
Udon Comics.
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Mister Mistress vol. 2
Story and Art: Rize Shinba
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 193449643x
ISBN-13: 978-1934496435

Review by Kris

Fujimaru Senda has more on his plate than he needs. He spends
his time following his little brother home from cram school
(incognito, of course). He's also fighting the advances of the
incubus Rei, both at home and at school. Finally, the Occult
Research Club is studying him. What more can he handle?

In the second volume of Mister Mistress, Fujimaru is stressed out major. First he
has to deal with Rei being his homeroom teacher and the advisor to the Occult
Research society. Not only does he have Rei sexually harassing him at every turn; he's
struggling with his own emotions towards the demon. He seems to be developing
deeper feelings for Rei. But the vibe that Fujimaru seems to be sensing from Rei is that
all Fujimaru is good for is food for our handsome incubus. Another problem Fujimaru is
faced with, a succubus from Rei's past. It turns out that this succubus knows the
reason why Rei is only able to feed on men's desires.

If you want to read previous reviews of Mister Mistress vol. 1 click here for mine,

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781934496435
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781934496435
http://www.deux-press.com/
http://manicaboutmanga.blogspot.com/2008/10/mister-mistress-vol-1-by-rize-shinba.html
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or here for J LHLS's own Jilly Gee's review.

According to mangaupdates.com it claims that Mister Mistress has three volumes
total. Of course you get that feeling by the way the story ends that there is more to the
story. There are currently only the two volumes. I have been enjoying this series
immensely. My only complaint is that the roles are so formulaic. The seme is forceful
and the uke protests at every turn. That follows the yaoi formula to a tee. But that
aside, it's still a fun series. Fujimaru is so cute and cracks me up with his antics. Rei is
drop dead gorgeous and comes up with some creative ways to get what he wants out
of Fujimaru. I found this a great follow-up to the first volume. There is a bit more of a
story to keep you riveted, but there is enough fluff to make it enjoyable. I find that I like
the more comedic stories over the more serious ones, and this series reminds me why.

Deux Press has done a great job with this title. The printing quality is high. The books
fit well in your hands and the cover is scored so you won't break the binding trying to
read near the center margins. Great job Deux Press, keep up the good work!
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J LHLS interview with Karl Christian Krumpholz

Interview by Ginger Mayerson

Karl Christian Krumpholz took a little time out from his glamorous
fast-paced life, which includes comics, illustration, and the
ongoing sequential saga of the most fabulous Byron, to give J
LHLS this interview. We bow down to Karl. He's so cool, I got
frostbite just working on this interview.

Ginger Mayerson: So, Karl, I'm thoroughly loving your
drunkard portraits. They could be a book all by themselves. Are
you going to do a book of them? You should.

Karl Christian Krumpholz: Thanks a lot. I'm getting a lot of good response from
the portraits. I haven't really thought about compiling a book of them as yet. There are
only 34 portraits at the moment and I would like to create several more series, other
then famous drunks, before I think about a book. I did want to do a series of famous
horror icons (Christopher Lee, Vincent Prince, etc), crime authors (Raymond Chandler,
Jim Thompson, etc), and early blues and rock musicians (Son House, Charlie Patton,
Elvis, etc.) The drunken portraits used an extra blue color, so each of the other series
would be done in a different color. So, there is a bit of a way to go before I start
thinking about a book.

http://www.slgcomic.com/Byron-Mad-Bad-and-Dangerous-TPB_p_16-501.html
http://liheliso.org/
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GM: What are you doing for fun these days?

KCK: Not much since I'm chained to my drawing table most of the time, though there
is always the local bar or pub down the street. I'm a little surprised that there is little to
do here in Denver. Sure there are always the Rocky Mountains looming in the distance
if you are into the hiking, skiing, or Rocky Mountain High sort of thing, but I've never
really been as nature tends to give me rabies. I just like the concrete-kind of ground
that can split your head open with one wrong step.

GM: What are you doing that's not so much fun?

KCK: Aside from being chained to a drawing table? Well, deadlines are never much
fun, especially when they are whistling past your ears. Looking for other freelance work
is not that much fun either. However, it's all a necessary evil that must be dealt with
until some rich heiress showers me with money.

GM: Ah, wouldn't we all love to have some rich heiress shower us with money. I'd
settle for being showed with gift certificates and cashiers checks. What are you
reading? Comics and other?

KCK: Well, I'm usually reading a non-fiction book along with the fiction book at any
given time. I just finished a history of absinthe and am now working on a history of the
exotica/tiki culture of the 50s and early 60s. On the novel front, I'm burning through a
crime novel phase. Reading Dashiell Hammett, Jim Thompson, and Raymond
Chandler, most for the first time. I'm enjoying Chandler the most. Sure there are a lot of
others, but with his books you really get to see where all the crime novel stereotypes
and clichés come from.

Comic wise, I've cut down quite a bit, but I still pretty much read everything that
Warren Ellis and Grant Morrison put out. I just picked up the first of the Dark Horse
Creepy archives that I'm enjoying a lot.

GM: How long have you been doing comics?

KCK: For about ten years, though I have only really gotten really
serious about it over the last three years or so. Over those ten
years, I've lived in three cities, each of which added their own
flavor to my books. I started out doing mini-comics like Angst Boy
Comics, Sturm und Drang, and Schadenfreude, but moved on to
full-on GN and webcomics when SLG Publishing picked up
Byron some time ago.

GM: How did you decide that comics were something you
wanted to do?

KCK: Well, I've always drawn quite a bit and also spent some
time tolling in the comic book mines of the local comic book store
(back in Philadelphia). The first issue of Angst Boy Comics started out as a dare from
another cartoonist at the time. I did it and just kept on going. It was around the fifth or
sixth issue that I really started getting into it, telling stories, rather then just venting
about my own life. That was around the time same time I started on the Byron idea.
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GM: Did you go to art school?

KCK: Not really. I did take quite a few classes back at the university, but aside from
basic illustration and such, all my art classes were mostly centered on photography.

GM: Did it help?

KCK: No, not really, aside for a small glimmer on how a panel should be set up.
Setting up a frame when taking a photo and imagining what a comic panel should look
like are somewhat similar. However, I got a lot more help on the comic front from other
comic artists. As I mentioned, I used to work at the comic shop with a former illustrator
for DC comics. He helped me through a lot of my awkward starting pages in an effort
to become a better storyteller.

GM: What in your background has been most important to you as an artist?

KCK: Well, I think a big thing that wormed its way into my brain at a young age was
the fact that my uncle was a fine artist, a painter. His studio was always a great place
to visit, with paints and sketches all over the place. I also remember going to a lot of
his gallery shows around Philadelphia when I was young, which was impressive since
most of my uncle's pieces were quite large. There was also my mother and aunt taking
me to the art museums every Sunday as a kid. So, when I started doodling and doing
my own thing, my family was quite supportive. I think that they were simply happy that I
shared something with the family other then basic looks and genetics.

GM: What have been the biggest positive influences on you as an artist?

KCK: I've mentioned it before, but I always loved the fact that I've found myself
surrounded by artists that I can talk and relate to. There were a lot of other artists in
college as well as plenty of cartoonists (pro or otherwise) hanging around the comic
shop. There was also small art scene in Philly, though I always found it odd that there
was not much of one in Boston while I lived there (though there was a large music
scene.) However, I've found myself in a growing art scene here in Denver, where I've
had pieces in seven or eight shows over the past year.

GM: What are the biggest negative influences on your art?

KCK: I guess it would have to be the indifference in the
response at times, specifically the comic. Now, all of us live in a
multimedia age and there is so much aimed at you through
advertising, TV, radio, internet, and what not. It can be kind of
hard to get through all that and get people to pay attention to
your little book (or art work, or band, for that matter.) You have to
keep jumping up and down while waving the book in the air to get
anyone to pay attention. Then the job is to keep their attention.
Because of this, I sometimes feel like a circus clown at
conventions. Look at me! Look at me!! I've got a book!!!! I may
need a false red nose, though.

GM: What were the first comics you drew about?

KCK: When I was young, I remember doing a comic about a bunch of Halloween
creatures. I don't think it ever had a title. They were all just characters I like to draw.
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One character was a pumpkin-headed creature, another was a corpse in a clown outfit,
and such. They got into adventures while doing cruel things to children. Good times.

GM: What were the first comics you self-published about?

KCK: Well, as I mentioned above, Angst Boy Comics was basically me just venting to
the world about things going on in my life. Sturm und Drang was more idiotic artwork,
making fun of arty pretension, and trying to do quick 24 hour comics at the same time.
Both of those were pretty much the first books that I put together and sold.

GM: You're kind of a Kinkos god, aren't you?

KCK: Funny enough, I was actually there today to talk to some people about prints.
I'm not there as much as I used to be several years ago, trying to find ways on getting
cheap scans and copies. It could become pretty disturbing dealing with the employees
at times. They do weird things with toner in the back rooms that shouldn't be discussed
under the light of day.

GM: What were the first comics that people noticed?

KCK: Well, I got a lot of notice with Angst Boy in the Philly area originally. However,
whenever I did shows in other states (like APE, SPX, or MOCCA), people generally
focused, strangely enough, on Sturm und Drang a hell of a lot more. I could never
really explain why, since the Sturm und Drang comics were nonsense, sort of if Ingmar
Bergman gave it all up to draw funny pictures. I have a more of a feeling it was
because the format of the comic (small with a color toned cover) was seen as 'cute'

GM: I never really understood Sturm und Drang,but it was cute. I really liked Angst
Boy. I love the Invading Weasel comic shop girls. Surly and whatever her name
was...Perky? Pixie? Can't remember, oh well. I'm afraid to dig my copies out because I
won't do anything but read them for the rest of the day and I have things to do. What
was the inspiration for the Angst Boy comics? Do you actually know people like this?

KCK: It was Perky. Yes, I did know people exactly like that, though I will admit that I
exaggerated them all somewhat. Invading Weasel was the stand in for the shop I
worked at the time. All the characters there were slightly based on people I either
worked with or knew. Some were flattered, others not so much. Angst was pretty much
'me' at the time, just much much more brooding and angsty.

GM: I've been a big fan of Byron ever since you gave me a review copy of
Schadenfreude at APE 2004. Thank you again for all that. The Bryon of that book is
such a sad little character, so pathetic, almost a gothy Little Tramp emo boy. I'm glad
to see he's snapped out of that in later books. Byron is introduced in Angst Boy, I seem
to recall Angst Boy throws up on him. How did such an incidental character like Byron
get his own book?

KCK: Byron was created as an utter gothy prat to mock in the pages of Angst Boy
Comics. He was exactly like Angst, but with few social skills and takes the whole scene
much too seriously. But being that, he was such fun to write. Angst, as a character,
didn't really do that much, but brood. At least Byron could go out there to be seen. By
using him, I could poke fun at the whole scene through him.
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Now, when I was shopping around Angst Boy Comics to publishers, most liked the
writing and the art, but hated the subject. Looking back, I don't blame them as a lot of it
was just venting. So, I started thinking up an idea that moved beyond Angst. Byron
was right there, like a prima donna, begging to be used. I thought it was a pretty good
idea to take this shallow pedantic character and grow him up. Take him beyond the
scene and out into the weird world around him. That was the start of the Mad, Bad,
and Dangerous GN. In it he discovers the world is not really what he thought it was. In
the new series (Die, Byron! Die!), he's on the road, looking for his brother, and coming
to discover that his actual life really isn't what he thought it was.

GM: Congratulations again on the deal with SLG publishing. That book trailer for
Byron is so cool I get frostbite just looking at it. What's SLG got in store for you and old
Byron next?

KCK: Well, the first Byron GN came out at the end of 2007. As I mentioned, I'm
currently working on the new series (Die, Byron! Die!), which will hopefully be released
as a GN sometime next year. However, you can read each chapter of the current
series now as a webcomic on SLG Publishing's website
(http://www.slgcomic.com/Byron_ep_60-1.html). Chapters #1-3 are available as PDF
downloads (http://www.slgcomic.com/Byron_c_107-1.html), while the current chapter
(#4) can be viewed for free. A couple pages are uploaded each week. Not only that,
but they are in color (well, two color: black and blue.)

GM: You're working on a new comic project with Ted Naifeh (Courtney Crumrin) called
"Hell High." What's new with that project?

KCK: That project is still in the development stage. Both Ted and I are writing it, while
I'm also illustrating it. Ted and I made up a mini comic preview for San Diego Comic
Con this past year to pitch to several companies with some good response. This is a
project I'm looking forward to working on once the current Byron story is completed.
Hell High is the story of Zak, the son of Satan. He has just been enrolled in Hell's most
elite school, The Infernal Academy, in order to become the most evil being in existence
and his father's heir. The problem is that Zak isn't really interested in any of that.

GM: Are there any other new projects you're working on you can tell us about? I
realize there are only so many hours in the day, and you have to sleep sometimes, but
you get a lot of art out of every hour.

KCK: Aside from the comic, as I mentioned before, I'm getting a lot of feedback from
the Drunken portraits and will likely do more of them. Everyone who approaches me
about them has suggestions on people I missed or should illustrate next.

Aside from that, I'm still doing some freelance work for Modern Drunkard Magazine,
illustrating the Heroes of Hooching article. I'm pretty sure the next one will be about
Jackie Gleason.

Then, there are a couple other freelance jobs that I get contacted about. Logo design
and such.

GM: Are you going to APE this year?

KCK: Yeah, I'm planning on it. Haven't booked my plane tickets yet, but I'm planning
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on being out there. I do like doing conventions, throwing off the chains of the drawing
table to meet and talk to other artists. Creating comics is such a solitary task that it's
good to every once in a while to touch base with others sharing the same experience
just to keep you grounded. It's like peering every once in awhile out of your hole, see
the light of day, and amaze that the big ball of fire is still in the sky.

GM: Thank you, Karl, for so graciously submitting to this interview. I know you're a
busy guy, so thanks!

The BEST Comic Book Trailer Ever:

Karl Christian Krumpholz comics reviewed at J LHLS:

Angst Boy 5 and 6

Putting Another Black Cloud in the Sky

Schadenfreude! (review by Kathy LaFollett)

Schadenfreude! (more of a meditation on...somethng by Yours Truly)

An I Read Comics podcast that talks about Schadenfreude! among
other things:

Show 8
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Flamboyant
Art: Ugetsu Hakua
Published by Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN-10: 1-56970-801-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-801-9

Review by Kris

I love artbooks. For example, I have no problem with shelling out
$50+ for Shiuko Kano-sama's Playgirl. So for me to have the
opportunity to snag DMP's production of Flamboyant at no
cost to me, of course I'm going to jump!

Honestly, I had never heard of Ugetsu Hakua. All I had ever seen of sensei's work was
the cover at different DMP websites. While doing some digging I found out that Hakua-
sensei was involved with the design of the anime series, Burst Angel. I had never
heard of it, but because it had been licensed here in the US I figured that this is a
series many have heard of.

This is one of DMP's books that they have presented in English. Since I was impressed
by the quality and production values of Kiss of Fire by Youka Nitta (Juné's release), I
knew that I wouldn't be disappointed with Flamboyant. Not only do you get beautiful,
glossy, color images, but also in the middle of the book there are notes and rough
sketches made by the author. The cover is a smooth, matte finish, which makes the
book that much classier. This work is definitely aimed at men, which I am not of that

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569708019
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demographic. That doesn't mean that I can't enjoy an amazing artbook, can it?

I'm a bit torn on how I feel about this work. The women that are presented are athletic
and beautiful, they wield large guns, and are scantily dressed. I do admit, they are
drawn beautifully. The colors are vivid and vibrant, it's an all around gorgeous work.
But because I am a woman I can't help but feel like this also objectifies women. When
men ogle at these beautiful women, they can't help but wish that real women looked
like these beautiful sexy, babes. But when they look around there aren't any that look
like that. Women weren't created just for men to enjoy. We have feelings, too. If I lived
in a universe that was created by me, of course the women (including myself) would be
gorgeous like the ones on the pages of Flamboyant, and the men would look like
they just stepped out from the pages of manga written by Shiuko Kano-sama and
Youka Nitta-sensei.

DMP did a great job with this artbook. This book has five additional illustrations that
didn't show up in the Japanese release. It is a beautiful book, and I wouldn't expect
anything less from DMP. Even though I'm torn on my opinion of this work, it was
worthwhile to check it out. This is definitely a book for guys, but it can be enjoyed by
both men and women, especially if you're a fan of Ugetsu Hakua.
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Polanski: A Biography
By Christopher Sandford
Published by Palgrave Macmillan
ISBN-10: 0-230-60778-0
ISBN 13: 978-0-230-60778-1

Review by Chad Denton

More than any other film director in recent decades, Roman
Polanski is a case study of the artist as a celebrity in ways
detached from his own work. Within his own life Polanski
embodies the history of the West in the twentieth century: a
Holocaust survivor, an émigré from Communist Poland, a

champion of the Sexual Revolution, the husband of the Manson Family's most well-
known victim Sharon Tate, a mass media villain, and to this day, by being a culture
hero to many French and a notorious pedophile to many Americans, an example of
stark, perhaps insurmountable cultural gaps between continental Europe and the
United States. Even without such a colorful life, which may not be stranger than fiction
but is certainly more interesting than the plots of most novels on the bestseller lists,
Polanski's corpus of work could fuel any number of books. After all, his filmography
contains a milestone in horror cinema (Rosemary's Baby), a gritty but straightforward
Shakespeare adaptation (Macbeth), a homage to sadomasochism (Bitter Moon), "neo-
noir" (Chinatown), a parody of Hammer-style horror (The Fearless Vampire Killers),
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http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0230607780


Archived Entry - 10/04/2008: "Book review: Polanski: A Biography"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001030.htm[4/27/2019 2:45:40 PM]

and a big-budget pirate-themed action movie (Pirates), just to name some.

Although the book is an "unauthorized" biography, the author, Christopher Sandford, is
respectful but smoothly objective, despite his statement that his goal is to "help rescue
Roman Polanski from his detractors", those talking heads who view Polanski as no one
but the man who had anal sex with a 13-year old girl in Jack Nicholson's pool house in
1977. A veteran of biographies on cultural titans like Kurt Cobain, Steve McQueen,
David Bowie, and Paul McCarthy, Sandford is mainly interested in, to coin a phrase,
"the man and the myth."

Although he does not apologize for or exonerate Polanski for his much-publicized sin,
he does attempt to explain the possible psychological reasons for Polanski's
recklessness, a distinction often lost in the Age of Nancy Grace. Speaking of Nancy
Grace, Sandford does take some pages to critique the media's role in the scandal's
aftermath, which he describes, quoting Marshall McLuhan, as "voyeurism dressed up
as a public service." Sandford's chief concern is to portray a director whose personal
life and hubris nearly derailed his career, but in parts he also provides a critical history
of the relationship between celebrity and mass media, drawing an unflattering parallel
between the media hydra turning Polanski into a monster that deserved nothing less
than life in prison and the speculations of several journalists that by simply directing
"Rosemary's Baby" Polanski caused Sharon Tate to be murdered by Satanists.

Using material drawn from more than 270 interviews with friends, relatives, and
acquaintances, Sandford's biography is rich with the sort of anecdotes and minutiae
true fans of an artist love to devour, from Polanski's near-fatal mugging in an
abandoned German bunker during his days in war-torn Krakow to the disconcerting
fact that he was billed for cleaning up his wife and friends' blood days after the Manson
murders to shoving a producer into a bowl of dip on the set of The Ninth Gate, all
brought together by a lively style that manages to be sympathetic but also miles from
being hagiographic. Other readers may be more disappointed that Sandford's
treatment of Polanski's films is not as in-depth as his treatment of the artist's life.
Although Sandford does anything but ignore Polanski's professional life and his
insights on the films are not insubstantial, he relies mainly on the reviews of
mainstream critics, details on Polanski's perfectionist directorial style, and interesting
but unrevealing trivia like budget numbers and filming mistakes such as a reflection of
the director's face that appears in The Pianist. There is nothing quite like the thorough
film critiques Joseph Lanza gave in his biography of cult film director Ken Russell,
Phallic Frenzy, although of course insightful reviews of Polanski's work, even his more
obscure films, are not hard to find elsewhere.
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What is Money?
Written by: Etan Boritzer
Illustrated by: Jennifer West
Published by Veronica Lane Books
ISBN-10: 0-9762743-3-7
ISBN-13: 978-0-9762743-3-9

Review by Kris

When I was a kid I never really knew where money came from. I
always figured that as long as my parents had checks in the

checkbook, they had money. Little did I know that my understanding of money was
totally wrong. I really wish this book had been around when I was learning how to read.
Maybe, while growing up I would have had a healthier relationship with money.

In Etan Boritzer's book What is Money? it presents the basics of money in a
straightforward manner to help kids understand that there is more to money than just
being a plastic card in your dad's wallet or paper bills in your mom's purse. Not only
does he explain about how money may have gotten started, but also explains how
work is equal to money. One important point that Boritzer brings up is philanthropy.
How cool is that! He also talks about how money is important for some things but you
don't have to have lots of money to be happy. Try and tell that to those Wall Street
Executives that we taxpayers are bailing out.

Not only do we see the importance of having and earning money but we are also
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shown how important it is to be responsible. Boritzer also presents the facts on
borrowing funds and dealing with loans. That is something that isn't brought up in
children's books. I think that our Wall Street Executives really need to read this book.
I'm thinking they would have learned some very important lessons. One thing that sets
this book apart is the illustrations. I noticed that there was great diversity represented.
Often times in books and on television you don't see much racial diversity, but all
sexes and races are included.

This is a great book to read to your kids if you have children that aren't quite old
enough to read. It's written in a very clear way. Reading this with your kids is a great
opportunity to talk to them about money issues. If more parents read this with or to
your kids and open a dialogue on how to be responsible with money we have a bright
and wealthy future ahead of us.
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Spies, Lies, and Naked Thighs
Written by: Jina Bacarr
Published by the Spice Books Imprint of Harlequin.
ISBN-10: 0-373-60522-6
ISBN-13: 978-0-373-60522-4

Review by Kris

Breezy Malone was once a nondescript archaeologist who's only
pleasure in life was digging around in the Syrian Desert. That
was until she met Sharif. Sharif seduced Breezy with his dashing
good looks and smooth personality. She thought that Sharif was
interested in her when in actuality he was more interested in her

newest find, a priceless artifact from the Crusades. It turns out that Sharif has ties to
the al-Qaeda terror network and had planned on getting his hands on Breezy's
treasure. He wanted to sell the item so he could continue his jihad. Sharif murdered
Breezy's contact and framed her for the murder. All so he could get his hands on the
item while she rotted away in prison.

Two years later, Breezy works as a covert sex agent with the FBI hunting down
terrorists, especially Sharif. She's determined to exact her revenge. She made a deal
with the FBI to help, but if she goes AWOL, she'll get sent back to prison.

While chasing down a lead, Breezy has a run in with a hot, buff dude with an eye
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patch, whom she nicknames the one-eyed-Jack. She finds herself sexually attracted to
this man, but doesn't think too much of it. After meeting with danger at the hands of her
contact, she is saved by the one-eyed-Jack. It seems that there is some sort of pull
between these two and who knows what will happen between them, all while Breezy
hunts down Sharif.

I will be the first to admit that I won't shy away from sex and romance in a book (hello, I
read a whole lot of yaoi). But I was caught off guard at how sexually explicit this novel
was. I don't mind a little sex if used in context of the story but Spies, Lies, and
Naked Thighs seemed to be sex with a little plot sprinkled about. I had a hard time
caring for the characters. It seemed that sex was all that was on their minds. I do
realize that this is a piece of erotic fiction, but there is such a thing as too much sex. I
found myself distracted by the story being told from three different characters. Most of
the story is written in the first person, which is from Breezy's perspective. When the
point of view changes to either Caine (the one-eyed-Jack) or Sharif, it's written in the
second person. When we jump from one character to the next I found myself more
than a little annoyed. Not only that, but I found myself not enjoying the writing style. It
reminded me of my own writing, which I absolutely hate the way I come across in the
written word. It's choppy and it doesn't flow well at all. I couldn't wait for it to end. The
only reason I finished the book was because I promised to write a review of it. I will tell
you right now that I will not read through this book ever again!

I don't recommend this book at all. If you like sex with a story as the garnish, go ahead
and read it, but don't pin any blame on me. I tried to warn you.
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The Spanish Bride
By Georgette Heyer 
Originally published in the United Kingdom in 1940 by William
Heinemann Ltd., re-released in 2008 by Sourcebooks Landmark,
an imprint of Sourcebooks, Inc. 
ISBN-10: 1-4022-1113-9
ISBN-13: 978-1-4022-1113-3

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

This has got to be one of the best stories ever written by the
prolific Ms. Heyer. Similar to her earlier novel about love and war,
"An Infamous Army", but a lot more satisfying for the romantics

among us who prefer fact mixed in with our fiction. While "An Infamous Army"
concentrated on the Duke of Wellington's brilliant strategic defeat of Napoleon
Bonaparte at Waterloo, with the rocky romance of Lady Barbara Childe and Colonel
Charles Audley serving as background. In this novel the love story of Harry and Juana
Smith is given equal time with old Hooknose (as Wellington's men fondly called him)
and Boney's dispute.

When Harry met Juana in 1812, after the siege of Badajos, it was love at first sight.
Badajos was a Spanish town occupied by the French army, which made the mistake of
holding out until the end. If they had surrendered quickly, the English army and its
Portuguese allies would have been more merciful. But after a long, hard siege, during
which many of the allies were killed, when the town finally fell the English and
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Portuguese soldiers ran wild through the streets. Women were raped in public, stores,
taverns and cook shops were broken into and robbed, their owners beaten or killed if
they protested, and the triumphant soldiers looted even churches. The conquering
heroes stole everything that wasn't nailed down, drank everything that was fermented,
and ravished any women they found outside. And quite a few they found inside as well,
since even private homes weren't spared from the soldiers' wrath. Sadly, this happens
a lot during war. The officers tend to turn a blind eye, knowing that the fate of the fallen
town will serve as an example to any other enemy strongholds thinking of holding out.

By dawn the next day, while the town was still recovering from the assault and the
soldiers were recovering from their hangovers, two veiled figures emerged from the
ruins and headed for the English campsite to throw themselves upon Duke
Wellington's mercy. They were noble ladies of the family of Los Dolores de Leon, a
matron and her little sister, who had somehow managed to survive the sacking of the
town. Without having anything worse happen to them than the plundering of their
house around them and the indignity of having their earrings torn from their ears. The
older lady knew Wellington from his having bivouacked in her house a few years ago,
and was fortunately able to find two English officers who spoke Spanish. One of them
was Brigade-Major Harry Smith, a reckless young man already renowned for his
courage throughout the Light division, which consisted of the 95th Rifles, the 52nd and
43rd Regiments, and the 1st and 3rd Portuguese Cacadores. He reluctantly allowed
his friend Major Kincaid to persuade him to let the ladies sit in his tent while they sent a
message to Wellington.

While the senora was pouring her tale of woe into the officers' ears, the senorita, still
exhausted and faint from the terrors of the long night of violence she had survived,
noticed how young Major Smith kept staring at her curiously, trying to see through her
mantilla. He was so good-looking that the young lady was able to forget her fears and
lifted up her veil so she could see him more clearly. Once he got a good look at her
pretty face, he lost his heart to her. Though she was just fourteen and he was in his
twenties, Harry Smith declared his willingness to be the young lady's protector. His
shocked friend, thinking he meant to make her his mistress, admonished him thus:

"Harry, what the devil are you about? She can't stay with you. A child—a lady!"

"She's not a child. Oh, in years--!"

"But, you crazy fool, you can't keep her with you! A gently-born girl, reared in a
convent, thrown upon your generosity—"

"Yes, I can."

"Harry, will you listen to reason? This won't do! She's of the true hidalgo class! What
can you do with such a girl? She's not—"

"Do with her? I'm going to marry her!"

And that's what he did. After a drumhead wedding, performed by a priest attached to
the 88th Connaught Rangers, with Lord Wellington giving the bride away, Senorita
Juana Maria de los Delores de Leon became Senora Juana Smith. Such weddings
were common during the Napoleonic War; the baggage train of the English army was
filled with wives and camp-followers, as well as servants--lady's maids for the officers'
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wives, valets (commonly called batmen) for the officers, grooms, cooks, messengers,
scouts and so on. Most gently born ladies preferred to stay at home behind the lines
when their husbands went to war. It took a very hardy female to "follow the drum", as
the English called it, though blistering heat or freezing cold. Travelling over rough paths
and smooth, over the mountains and across the valleys, not just in the baggage train,
but right by your husband's side, riding next to him on a thoroughbred army horse.
That made all the tame lady's mounts you had ridden before look like a hobbyhorse by
comparison. Harry and Juana Smith became known as the most famous pair of lovers
since Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet, but without the tragic ending.

Not that there weren't plenty of close calls. Every battle that Harry rode off to made
Juana cry like a baby, fearing she would never see him again. But she never shed any
tears in front of him, only begged him to take care and come back to her safely. He
would always promise to come back, while worrying himself sick about her safety and
what would become of her if he died. Even though his younger brother Tom, who was
serving with him in the same brigade, promised to take Juana to their parents' house in
England if Harry fell in battle. The reckless young major soon learned not to take so
many risks in battle, knowing that he had someone young and helpless to care for who
was depending on him to come back.

Meanwhile, the sheltered Spanish lady learned to be a good housewife who could
stretch her husband's meager pay (which was often in arrears) in any foreign
marketplace. Or even feed a tentful of hungry soldiers with a pot full of whatever she or
her servants could find, usually a skinny chicken and a few vegetables. The English
commissariat, or supply wagon, had a bad habit of getting lost, or falling so far behind
that it took days to catch up to the troops. So a good woman who had a hot meal and a
cup of tea ready for you at the end of the day was a very good thing, whether you were
an officer or an enlisted man.

In between the battles, there were parties, balls and banquets thrown by Wellington or
whichever English officer felt like celebrating their latest victory. Juana shone at these
affairs like any sheltered Regency miss at a proper English dance, and Harry was
proud to dance with her, knowing she was the darling of the Light Division. The whole
unit was proud of their brigade major's Spanish bride and the hardy way she adapted
to the life of a soldier's wife, as well as her courteous behavior toward all. Enlisted men
and officers alike were enchanted by her smiles, her lisping Spanish accent, the care
she took to see that they were well fed and their clothing darned while they visited her
and Harry in their tent. She even treated the lowliest camp follower as if she were a
lawful wedded wife, which made her popular among those formidable ladies as well.
These tough, shrewish women could be as ruthless as the men could when it came to
plundering the dead on a battlefield. They didn't waste time or courtesy on the officers'
ladies who looked down their noses at them as they went by on their husbands' arms
or perched safely up on a thoroughbred horse. Juana didn't stay up on her high horse;
she never hesitated to offer help or comfort wherever it was needed, often soiling her
fine clothes helping to bathe and bandaged wounded soldiers after a battle. She didn't
faint at the sight of blood or at the sound of the profanities which injured men are wont
to utter when they are in pain.

Neither of them was perfect; Harry tended to flirt with any pretty local woman who
winked at him during the officers' dances, and Juana would always fly into a jealous
rage when he did. Then they would argue, fuss and fight as loudly as any long-married
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couple, to the discomfort of their friends and whoever had the billet next to them that
night. But they never stayed angry with each other for long, and they never forget to
tell each other "I love you" before Harry went into battle. All in all, I would say that
Major Smith's marriage was the making of him, as would all of his commanding
officers.

I did feel some discomfort reading about his exploits in America during the War of
1812, when the British invaded Washington D.C. After all, this was my country he was
invading. As much as I sympathized with Juana, left behind in England while she
worried about her young husband's safety fighting in a strange land overseas, I
couldn't help feeling relieved by the defeat of the British as well as Harry's safe return.

When old Boney escaped from Elba and headed back to France to reclaim his throne,
Harry took Juana with him when he was recalled to arms. They were both at the battle
of Waterloo, Harry fighting with the rest of the English army while Juana waited and
prayed with the rest of the civilians in the town of Antwerp. And when Juana went
looking for him after the battle and heard a rumor that he had been killed, nothing could
stop her from riding through that war-torn, blood-drenched countryside looking for her
husband's body, so she could bury him decently before killing herself. Happily, that
wasn't necessary, but be prepared to have your heartstrings tugged mercilessly as you
suffer along with Juana, searching for her Enrique among the many bodies left lying in
the hot sun after the battle. Their romantic reunion on the final page will remain with
you long after you close the book.
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What is Dreaming? 
Written by Etan Boritzer. Illustrated by Jeff Vernon 
Published by Veronica Lane Books
Hardcover: 978976274377 
Paperback: 9780976274360

Review by Linda Yau

From the many parenting books that are out there, how many
can name a strategy of answering those sticky questions that kids
seem to love to ask. I myself cannot count how many times,

when I was a kid that I asked my mother - what that is…or what is this? Etan Boritzer's
book What is Dreaming is a fun read out loud book that grown ups can share with
children, explaining and answering one of life’s unanswerable questions.

This is an age appropriate book of K-6 where the diction in the book has a
conversational tone. There are also italicized cures that the reader can use to play
upon the words during storytelling. On the left side of each page is filled with colorful
recurring character illustrations, as on the right, the words of the book bordered by the
same motif of subject sleeping and dreaming.

An interesting note was the usage of cultural points such as the Yellow Submarine by
The Beatles and The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle. That definitely tickled my
childhood memories as with the mention of normal childhood fears of sharks and
bears. There was one image in the book that actually had me chuckling, that is where

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/61-9780976274360-0
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/61-9780976274360-0
http://www.veronicalanebooks.com/
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the child was dreaming that he was in a television studio editing and deciding what
memories to have dreams about.

I was able to speak with Mr. Boritzer during the Brooklyn Book Festival. I asked him
what audience was this book series suitable for, and why did he publish such a series
as What is? He explained that this book is for adults to read, approve and share with
their children, since they are supposed to be the caretakers for the younger generation
development. He had also explained that this was a good medium, for sharing with
children, since there is relatively no other developmental books that is out in the market
that could probably alley a normal child’s developmental fear.
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West Hollywood Book Fair 2008

An express report by Ginger Mayerson

So, I went to the West Hollywood Book Fair today.

It's quite a schlep from Lincoln Heights, but no schlep is too large to stop J LHLS from
bringing our readers the latest in cultural news.

I don't have a big picture picture of the big picture, but here's a panel I made it to in the
Queer and Quirky or Quirky and Queer Pavilion. That's Brad Rader in the center and
Luis Reyes on the right.

http://liheliso.org/
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Here's Brad at his booth

He was tabling with Mike Wellman
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In 2004 Brad and Mike and Jonathan Dysart published, Tex! one of the best political
comics ever.

This is Keith Knight, Gentleman Cartoonist (that's what it says on his name badge,
really)

We interviewed Keith at J LHLS in 2004.

I got to meet the Baby Tattoo people. They have the coolest books ever there.

http://prismcomics.org/display.php?id=91
http://liheliso.com/Issue4/Issue4.html#An_Interview_with_Keith_Knight
http://babytattoo.com/
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I got to meet these guys at The Society of Illustrators of Los Angeles.

I even bought some Büks. I got "My Life with Dick," "The Ethics of Living Jim Crow,"
and the "S.C.U.M. Manifesto" for a buck each. That was a 49 cent saving over the
usual price!

http://si-la.org/
http://bukamerica.com/
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Said hi to the Giant Robot people

Some guy at Sisters in Crime (sorry I didn't get your name, if this is you, drop a note in
the comments, please)
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This woman was doing astonishing things with a pumpkin



Archived Entry - 09/28/2008: "Event report: West Hollywood Book Fair 2008"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001024.htm[4/27/2019 2:45:58 PM]

This pillow was in the next booth, I liked it.
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And on my way out, this being West Hollywood, there was this.

Very useful, this voter registration. Don't forget to get registered and vote and then Just
Vote!

There are more West Hollywood Book Fair photos here. Please leave comments if any
of them are you. I'm so bad at taking notes, sorry.

http://www.justvote.org/registration?gclid=CJaYw5eLgJYCFRg6awodsQaYFA
http://www.justvote.org/registration?gclid=CJaYw5eLgJYCFRg6awodsQaYFA
http://flickr.com/photos/30988217@N08/sets/72157607561983788/
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
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Yes We Can: A Biography of Barack Obama
Written by: Garen Thomas
Published by the Feiwel and Friends Imprint of Macmillan.
ISBN-10: 0-312-53709-3
ISBN-13: 978-0-312-53709-8
Review by Kris

Barack Obama

If you have never heard this name before you have either been
living in a cave or under a rock. Barack Obama is the Democratic
Party's presidential candidate (that is for those of you living in a

cave or under a rock.) Garen Thomas has written this biography to introduce young
readers to one of the most charismatic politicians of our time. I want to let you all know
that when it comes to my political affiliations I am an independent voter. I vote on
issues, not on the party. But thanks to this book, I have a new appreciation for this
man.

I know that when the whole primary season started I didn't know much about Barack
Obama. I knew that he had a white mother and an African father, he was born in
Hawaii, spent some time in Indonesia, became a lawyer, lived in Chicago, served in
the Illinois State legislature, and is the junior senator from Illinois. Other than that I was
pretty clueless. When I read Yes We Can I learned so much more.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9780312537098
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9780312537098
http://www.feiwelandfriends.com/
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Barack Hussein Obama was born in Hawaii to a white woman and a black African man.
Barack never really got to know his father because he was pretty young when his
father had moved back to Kenya. Barack never really had much of a father. Because of
that fact he realized the importance of having a father figure. While growing up he
listened to the stories people who knew his father well. His father was larger than life, a
real legend. Not only did he struggle with not having a father, but he also had a difficult
time with his racial identity. During these years he started on his path of discovery. I
don't want to go deeply into his life story. You'll have to read Yes We Can to glean
more insight on this interesting politician.

Garen Thomas has written a great biography. This is written for children so the
language is very direct and there aren't many detours. I would recommend this book to
those in the fifth-grade on up. She gives information about other things throughout the
book to help readers understand things even more. There are many quotes and
pictures of Obama spanning his life so far. This was a captivating read and now I am
able to see why he is so wildly popular. I learned many things and now have a different
view of Senator Obama, especially while I watch debates and speeches. This book
was written before the Democratic National Convention so at the time it was unknown
who the presidential candidate would be. Of course, now we do. In the prologue,
Garen Thomas let's us know her political leanings and in reading the book the
evidence is subtle, but there. Thanks to this book I've now become a more informed
voter. With its simplicity facts are laid out clearly and straightforward.

I'm still not planning on voting for Obama, but thanks to Yes We Can I have a new
found respect for the man. It's possible, however, for me to change my mind.
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Brooklyn Book Festival 
Attended and Written by Jilly Gee, I-hsiu Lin, and Linda Yau
Photographs by I-hsiu Lin, and Linda Yau

The Brooklyn Book Festival is an annual free event presented by Brooklyn Borough
President Marty Markowitz, and the Brooklyn Literary Council. The purpose of this
event is to celebrate and showcase Brooklyn's literary stars as well, featuring
international authors for the enhancement of Brooklyn's continuing contemporary, and
historic literary reputation. This event attracts book lovers of all ages and types. The
three reporters attending this event had varied experiences, but shared a common goal
to present our experiences.

Linda's POV

The venue was held on Sunday, September 14, 2008 at the Brooklyn Borough Hall
and Plaza (Brooklyn Supreme Court). Different events were spread out in ten different
locations/stages, and they occurred simultaneously, so there was something for
everyone in spite of the day’s forecast to be very humid.

http://liheliso.org/
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I-hsiu's POV

We went to the press desk. We met up with other press members, including a
newspaper reporter from Boston. After getting our press badges, we circled the area a
few times, getting a feel for the layout of the place. Then Linda and I separated to our
first events of the day.

Linda's POV

The first event I attended was The Fourth World, a philosophical discussion that
international author’s: Breyten Breytenbach and Pico Iyer had, with New York Public
Library's Director of Public Programs, Paul Holdengraber as mediator. The discussion
could be broken down into the main idea of surviving in a world and space, with many
people, and how the individual copes with adapting in this place and time.
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The event was very well spoken, so I was sorry to see it end. Afterwards I started an
initial walk around to the exhibitor’s tables. I met Etan Boritzer, whom I recall, was an
author to one of the many books that JLHLS has for review. I-hsiu later gave me a
picture of this author.

I-hsiu's POV
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I went to the Opening which was hosted by Brooklyn Poet Laureate, Ken Siegelman
who read some of his poems. The poems read had various moods that spoke of the
atmosphere, community or even a single moment that were drawn from being or living
in Brooklyn.

The most moving poem read, was also not by the poet laureate, but by an 8 year old
boy, who passed away in early September at the Brooklyn Heights. Young Alexander
Toulouse was accidentally killed by a postal driver. Siegelman read aloud a poem that
Alexander wrote when he was in the first grade. "Nobody likes me. For all my special
reasons for example, a board game. To me, there is nothing like a nice board game."
The sweet simplicity of the poem as he lists all the he was and liked-dancing, the color
blue-reflected the true nature of poetry: prose without rules that reflects the self. "I am
the pride of the world, yet I know I can be a problem" *laughter in the audience* "But
I'm very useful sometimes."
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After the event ended, I walked around a bit before meeting up with Jilly and Linda.
Linda gave Jilly her press badge before presenting to us a new collection of books for
review courtesy of various publishers and authors. We went around to various tables
and spoke with a few authors before our next event at 12pm.

Linda’s POV

The festival was becoming crowded, and the sun was baking already. 12pm was a time
spot I had a conflict of interest with. I had gone to attend several interesting events,
namely International Influences, where the hosts Adriana Tomline, and John
Wray spoke about international influences on their own literary and artistic work. The
next event I went to listen to was Words and More Words with Robert and Carol
Greenman speaking about the importance of learning and using more words in a
masterly way. The following two pictures are images I took from those two events.
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At 1pm, with nothing else planned, I started walking around, peering at several more
different events as well as exhibitors's tables. I saw Jilly and I-hsiu at their event.

Jilly's POV:

"Witty and Wicked", one of the young adult events at this year's Brooklyn Book
Festival, featured Deborah Gregory, best known for her The Cheetah Girls series and
Cecily von Ziegesar, best known for her Gossip Girl series.  True to the event's name,
Ms. Gregory, decked out in a feline print dress, read aloud a passage from her new
book, Catwalk, full of sharp tongued double talk from its characters and Ms. von Zigsar
read aloud the first Gossip Girl the famous first blog entry where the mysterious Gossip
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Girl reports seeing a certain someone back in town.

Since there are movies based on The Cheetah Girls series and a television series
based on Gossip Girl, both Ms. Gregory and Ms. von Ziegesar were able to talk about
the experience of having their works brought to life on a screen.  As people who
always proclaim the book is better than the movie can attest to, there are major
differences between the original works and their film and television counterparts that
the original creators have no control over.  Ms. Gregory humorously pointed out that
she was named as a consultant in the credits, and was indeed consulted about many
things, though rarely, if ever, was her "consulting" actually adhered to.  Ms. von Ziegsar
was not even named as a consultant, though she did express concern that the show
might not be filmed in genuine New York, to which the response was, "Well, I hope we
can get the budget for that."  (Thankfully, they did.)  She also remarked that the Gossip
Girl characters in of the latter part of the first season were almost unrecognizable to
her, though they do appear to be reverting back to more familiar characters and stories
in the second season.

Asked about her own high school life compared to the lives of the characters in her
series, Ms. von Ziegsar told the audience she lived on the Upper West Side of
Manhattan, though she did go to school on the Upper East Side.  The students had
more grungy looks, rather than the high fasion of Gossip Girl.  When brands were
brought into the discussion, it was discovered that the brands (toothpaste, clothing,
etc.) are actually added into the stories by the request of publishers.  For Ms. Gregory,
however, the brands are in it from the get-go as the brands are more important to her
characters as they are in a school for fashionistas and divas.

I-hsiu’s POV 
The 12pm event was "Witty and Wicked" with Deborah Gregory (The Cheetah Girls)
and Cecily von Ziegesar (Gossip Girl) The event was mediated by Lauren Mechling,
(Dream Girl) an editor at the Wall Street Journal. Gregory and Ziegesar are young
adult authors whose titles have been transferred to movie and television screens with a
level of success.
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They spoke on how their writing drew from their own lives. Gregory wrote her stories of
glamour and dreams from her own sense of style and love for fashion. An excerpt of
her new novel, Catwalk showed a girl in a high school of art and modeling deep in
competition with other prima donas of fashion. The language of her novel draws on
alliteration, and sounds of the words, rich with a flow of color that doesn't necessarily
mean crude curses. Instead of curses, the insults that came from the characters'
mouths painted a picture of their adversary in the way they presented themselves in
clothing and posture. It was easy to be drawn into a world so easily painted by the
words.
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Ziegesar read from Gossip Girl who spoke of the privileged life of upper Manhattan
teens. Boarding schools, private schools, cliques drew on scandals, popularity, rumors
and intrigue. Also heavily reliant on language, the voice of the main character of
Gossip Girl (though not as colorful as those in Catwalk) presents an elitist view on
everything that occurs. Insults still fly in different ways that truly reflect on the
character. Though both authors have stories that reflect on fashion and reputation, the
voices of the books are completely different. It is also apparent in the way the authors
read aloud: the high tension of competition at school is found in the rapid-paced words
Catwalk and the smooth, luxurious sounds of the popular girls in Gossip Girl.

Highlighted Q&A: Gregory = G and Ziegeasar = Z

Q. Childhood and high school years

G: Grew up in "boogie down Bronx" in the foster care system. Her childhood was
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"horrible but fabulous". Felt that reading and writing was very important since most
people around her didn't know how to read. Her first novel at 11 years old was 'L for
Love' about scandals in college. Her teacher was "mortified" at it so G. threw out the
book in embarrassment. She was a magazine editor first and was inspired to write
Cheetah Girls while interviewing Destiny's Child and watching David Cassidy's bio on
VH1.

Z: Grew up in Manhattan, Upper West Side in private school. Always wanted to write
as a child so she became an editor first. Felt no connection with the books she was
editing and didn't feel that 12-14 year old teens (or tweens) would want to read such
things. Was asked to think of new book ideas so she wrote about herself and her
friends in private school. Later was actually asked to write the books themselves.
Wrote what she wanted to read herself. Wanted to write characters that are
approachable despite their privileged backgrounds.

Q. Favorite characters in their own stories

Z: Blair. "Bitchiest character" but more complex and acts on impluse.

G: Galeria due to her bossiness and domineering character. Galeria's mother who is
similar to G. since she is the "plus-sized diva who has the boutique". Chanel because
of her sweetness and Dorinda who is the foster child character in the story with an
earnest heart.

Q. Sex in books

G: Teen sex is "painted in a broad stroke" and adult novels are more in-depth. No sex
in books for tweens. Though she wants to be more "wicked" in her books, there is
pressure from librarians and parents.

Z: Characters in Gossip Girl are 17 years old, seniors in high school. Though 10-11
year olds are reading the books, they were not the intended audience. Suggests to
mothers who ask if their children should read the books, Z's response is no...and
advises mothers to read the books first. Lots of talk of sex in books and any scenes of
acts are focused on the thoughts of the characters. "I mostly stay inside their heads".

Q. Writing habits

G: Writing is a process of going inward. Time intensive process. Don't write every day,
usually at night after drawing out the outlines and research for every book and every
chapter prior to writing.

Z: Write outlines since she has tight deadlines (2 books per year.) Tends to
procrastinate until 2 months before deadline when she starts writing frantically. Used to
write more (and at night) prior to having kids. Now, when kids are in school, she writes
in her office. (She gets distracted by shopping, Yahoo! News and fashion news.)

I asked a question on which authors or books they read again and again.

Z: Classic fiction. Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald. The Age of Innocence by Edith
Wharton and Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger.

G: Also enjoys F. Scott Fitzgerald, Truman Capote, Lorenzo Carcaterra. If the writer
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resonates with her, she likes to read it again. Kiss the Girls by James Patterson is one
of her favorite books.

The Other Side - Faeries, Elves and Ancient Omens is a panel focusing on
the fantasy genre with Gail Carson Levine (Ella Enchanted,) Holly Black (The
Spiderwick Chronicles,) and Daniel Kirk (Elf Realm.) The event was moderated by
Laura Arnold of publishing company, HarperCollins.

After the introductions were made, Black started reading from The Spiderwick
Chronicles and the intro to her newest book, a graphic novel, The Good Neighbors.
Levine read an excerpt from Ever and Kirk read from Elf Realm. Unlike the readings
from the previous panel, these readings were more subtle with the most action being in
Kirk's story of the approach of the elves. As a fan of the fantasy genre, hearing these
excerpts was very enjoyable. I enjoyed the slow taste of each of the stories read. My
favorite was of course, Levine's reading which stopped at the moment when something
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is just about to happen.

One of the comments heard was the authors' opinions on magic in fantasy. Most of the
authors felt that magic is something that doesn't have to be heavily placed in fantasy
stories. Black noted that "Fantasy is the literature of speculation...it invokes awe."
Levine felt that fantasy should use "as little magic as possible". Kirk felt that "magic
should be very hard if it you should use it all." It emphasizes that a good fantasy is not
about the magic that is involved, but the characters themselves and what happens in
the story.

Highlighted Q&A: Levine = L, Black = B and Kirk = K

Q. Favorite books as a child.

L: Heidi, Bambi, Peter Pan, Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court and books by
Mark Twain. Noted that there weren't alot of fantasy stories in the past.

B: Faeries by Brian Froud and Alan Lee. "The stories is very frightening because fairy
folklore is very frightening...It was the book that really made me see that fairies were
more then just little sparkly girls with wings."

K: "Biggest Dr. Seuss fan". Pulp fiction: Conan the Barbarian by Robert E. Howard,
John Carter of Mars by Edgar Rice Burroughs, anything by Edgar Allan Poe, HP
Lovecraft, various magazines (including MAD,) mixed in "a big ol'stew" with tv shows.

Q. About the insects in The Spiderwick Chronicles...

B: Tony DiTerlizzi is a naturalist that likes to go bugging: capturing bugs, taking them
home and photographing them. The artwork and idea came from the details of actual
insects.

Q. The note from the three kids in The Spiderwick Chronicles... 
B: Tony and B. met three kids that believe they have real experiences with fairies. The
book is inspired by the three children and the author is willing to "suspend disbelief and
go with it."

Q. Real world sites inspirations...

K: The top of the tower of a medieval castle in Glastonbury, England with laylines
running underground, evoked "really weird feeling".

B: There are folklore all over the world about fairies or fantasy creatures. It's all about
the "limitable spaces...alley that is really a garden, the between times of dusk and
dawn..." Anywhere and everywhere can be a "special space". 
L: Scenes in Wish takes place in the NY subways, Central Park and various parts of
Manhattan. Ella (Ella Enchanted) makes wishes on candle trees which were inspired
by the cloisters in upper Manhattan. Read up and did research about ancient
Mesopotamia for Ever. In other cases, "I made things up, because in fantasy we're
allowed to."

Q. For aspiring writers...

L: "I recommend my book Writing Magic." Thursday afternoons in the summer, L.



Archived Entry - 09/22/2008: "Brooklyn Book Festival 2008"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001021.htm[4/27/2019 2:46:06 PM]

teaches a free writing workshop near her home in Brewster, NY for kids 10 and up.

B: Write and read about many different things. "Read nonfiction, read in all the genres,
read the backs of shampoo bottles..." Notes that this process must be done before the
writer can find his/her voice. Revise many times and find a "writing buddy" to help edit
and find out "what doesn't make sense".

K: Need quiet surroundings in order to write. Having too many distractions, even
reading too many books will "blow your own creativity right out of the picture."

Q. For L.'s books, there are alot of "re-imagined fairy tales"...

L: Found traditional fairy tales "dissatisfying". Searches for the "mysteries in the fairy
tales" and what is incomprehensible. "Love at first sight is often a mystery in fairy tales.
For example, ['Sleeping Beauty'], the prince goes through an absolutely wicked hedge
to get to a princess and then he kisses her in an age when kisses were really serious.
And all he knows about her in that moment is that she is pretty and she doesn't snore.
So I wonder why he did that...In 'Snow White' it's worse because when he falls in love
with her, he thinks she's dead." Initially didn't like Cinderella and sought to understand
why she allowed herself to suffer in the hands of her step family. Thought of the curse
of obedience as key to her actions and finally liked her as a character.

Q. K wrote picture books initially and now a novel...

K: Had alot of ideas for stories that are ultimately too large for picture books. Read
fantasy stories to his children and wanted to give his ideas "a bigger voice to explore
stuff at much more leisurely pace then trying to fit it into a 32 page picture book."
Inspired by different folklore while being commissioned to draw for an Icelandic
greeting card company. Interested to learn that their Santa Claus was "weird trolls and
elves and things that have huge eyes and long legs and they do all these scary things
and they steal sausages and drink blood from the cows...and I thought 'Man, this is
what kids get to listen to in Christmas in Iceland?...I just thought it was great stuff.' Fan
of Grimms Fairy Tales and "the older the version, the darker it is and the more it
touches you." Writes stories drawing on different folklore, including Teutonic and
Norwegian and not just from the English and Irish. When making things up, "I would
start with something that was real, something that I read about...and go from there."

Q. What B incorporated into her stories from other folklores...

B: Rule that fairies couldn't lie. Used Celtic folklore that iron is repellant to fairies,
though notes that Scandinavian fairies have an iron wood forest. Sees that different
types of metals have effects on fairies around the world which influences her stories
depending on which elements of folklore she is drawing upon.

I want to note that Levine really knows how to engage kids into a discussion. As she
was giving an intro into Ever, she asked questions of the audience, speaking matter-
of-factly and clearly.
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There weren't any other panel that we especially wanted to see, so we just sat in on
the end of 'Inked In', a panel for graphic novel authors, Ariel Schrag (Awkward
Definition) Brian Wood (The New York Four) and Ivan Velez, Jr. (Tales of the Closet).
It was interesting to hear that Velez was an Osamu Tezuka fan and recommended a
major English manga publishing company, Netcomics.

We also listened to a bit of 'All the World's a Grave' which had various actors read
excerpts from the book with the disclaimer that it is "by Shakespeare". Basically, writer
John Reed took several of Shakespeare's major plays and puts them all together, line
by line. It was fun picking out lines and recognizing them from a certain play at a
certain moment. At that moment on the stage, Juliet was speaking with Hamlet. Stage
directions were also read aloud.

After going to various tables and speaking with more authors, we decided to call it a
day. We went back to the press desk to return our badges and left for home. Needless
to say, we were all explicitly tired. But it was an enjoyable first time at a book festival
for me.

Linda's POV

There are some pictures taken, some of which are on this page, and some others on
the Flickr page here. I made some comments of what the photos are about, under the
usage of another online name I use to use - anime_skuld.

I walked around, and as the day was concluding. I spoke with Perry Brass, and Robert
W. Cabell, authors for Carnal Sacraments, and The Hair-Raising Adventures of Jayms
Blonde.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/25293506@N07/sets/72157607382015850/
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The day was exhausting, but it was a wonderful time. The next event that Jilly, I-hsiu
and I will attend is the New York Anime Festival. So be on the lookout for that!

Replies: 2 comments

r9OIH3 bnjifuqcmxda, [url=http://emuskkqgbtnl.com/]emuskkqgbtnl[/url],
[link=http://juibnltfklbk.com/]juibnltfklbk[/link], http://swpukqpbqbcm.com/

Posted by tvajvvxaq @ 10/05/2008 01:17 PM PST

Really wonderful meeting Linda Yau in Brooklyn during the Brooklyn Book Fair. What a
great event—now one of America's truly marvelous literary events. I am so glad that
the Lincoln Heights Literary Society exists, and I can't wait to see something about my
book Carnal Sacraments in it. You can see me talk about Carnal on UTube by
searching for videos by Robert W. Cabell. I llok forward to seeing the ladies from
JLHLS on their next trip East.

Posted by Perry Brass @ 10/06/2008 01:36 PM PST

http://swpukqpbqbcm.com/
http://eltisnvravcg.com/
http://www.perrybrass.com, http//urbanmolecule.com
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
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comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with
your comment and we'll add it.
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09/20/2008 Archived Entry: "Yaoi Review: I Shall Never Return
vol. 4"

I Shall Never Return vol. 4
Story and Art: Kazuna Uchida
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496340
ISBN-13: 978-1934496343

Review by Kris

I don't really want to bore you with recapping the previous
volumes, so click on the following links to read my previous
reviews: volume 1, volume 2, and volume 3. Shall we jump on in
to the synopsis and review?

Ken wants to become a better man for Ritsuro. The opportunity to travel to India with
his stepfather J is the perfect chance. Ritsuro doesn’t seem to see it that way. He
figures that Ken is happy with his new family and no longer needs him. To cope with
the pain, Ritsuro finds solace in Kazuyoshi’s arms. Kazuyoshi tells Ritsuro that he loves
him over and over, but Ritsuro’s emotions aren’t as clear.

Ken is leaving for India sooner rather than later and will be spending a few days with
his mom and J in Singapore. Because of this, he hasn’t been able to spend time with
Ritsuro (which there wouldn’t be much time anyway, Ritsuro’s been kicking it in the
sack with Kazuyoshi). While at the train station Ken runs into Moeko. At first she’s
super rude, but after listening to Ken’s plans to better himself for Ritsuro, Moeko finally

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781934496343
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781934496343
http://www.deux-press.com/


Archived Entry - 09/20/2008: "Yaoi Review: I Shall Never Return vol. 4"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001020.htm[4/27/2019 2:46:11 PM]

comes around. When she finds out about Ritsuro and Kazuyoshi’s torrid affair, she
blows her stack and tells Ritsuro that Ken is too good for him. That takes Ritsuro
aback, and he becomes confused once again. He loves Ken, but he cares for
Kazuyoshi as well. But Ken is leaving him and Kazuyoshi isn’t going anywhere. How
will he deal with all this confusion? Will he dump Ken and stay with Kazuyoshi?

I think that December is too far away. That is when I Shall Never Return vol. 5
hits bookstore shelves. This has become a very addicting series. Not only is it very well
written, but also the art has improved with each passing volume. I find the characters
are so interesting and they have so much depth. That is the nice thing about longer
series, you can fully develop the characters. You feel like you are experiencing these
things along with them. When I first read the volume, I cried my eyes out. I know that’s
pathetic, but you come to care for the characters. I would say the characters that
impressed me the most this time around would be both Ritsuro and Moeko. Moeko isn’t
the typical yaoi female character. At first I didn’t know what I thought of her, but she
does play a pivotal role. In the world of yaoi women are usually cast as the villain.
Moeko isn’t a villain and she seems to be the conscience of the story. Ritsuro
impressed me because he’s learning to stand on his own two feet. The volume ends on
quite the cliffhanger, so even though December isn’t really all that far away, it’s still too
far away for me!

Deux Press never ceases to amaze me. They have made a very wise choice in
licensing this series. Who cares that it’s from the early to mid-nineties! Good stories
span the ages and I feel that I Shall Never Return is timeless. Thank you Deux
Press for bringing this beautiful and touching series here to our shores!
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09/19/2008 Archived Entry: "An Interview with Amy Colburn"

J LHLS Interview with Amy Colburn

Manly
Author: Dale Lazarov
Illustrator: Amy Colburn
Publisher: Bruno Gmunder Verlag Gmbh, 2008
ISBN: 9783861878872

Artist Amy Colburn was kind enough to give J LHLS this interview
on the eve of the U.S. publication of Manly, written by Dale

Lazarov with art by Ms. Colburn.

Interview by Ginger Mayerson

Ginger Mayerson: So how long have you been working with Dale Lazarov? He's so
cool, I get frostbite just thinking about him.

Amy Colburn: Dale is great. I've been working with him for...almost two years? Since
we started production on "Manly."

GM: I love your art for "Manly." How did you and Dale find each other?

AC: Dale saw some of my personal comic work and contacted me about doing a book
with him. I thought his previous book, "Sticky," (see links below, Ed) was amazing, and
I was thrilled and flattered that he wanted to work with me. I jumped at it!

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/3861878879
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/3861878879
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/3861878879
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GM: What are you reading? Comics and other?

AC: Lately, I've been going back and reading books that I feel like I should have read
by now. Dorian Gray, In Cold Blood, whatever I happen to pick up.

GM: What comics artists do you like?

AC: I love Alex Ross, but who doesn't? His technique is amazing, and his heroes are
always majestic while still seeming very real. Whenever I get one of his books I just
spend hours staring at it.

GM: Are there any stories that you'd like to see done as a comic
book/graphic novel?

AC: I'd love to see a big gay superhero epic that really examines
what it is to be a hero, and explores the weird sexual tension
between heroes and villains.

GM: Are there any stories you'd like to draw as a comic
book/graphic novel?

AC: In my dreams I'd draw a big gay superhero epic, but there's
no way I have the chops for that. Too many crazy locations!

GM: How long have you been doing comics?

AC: This is my first professional comics gig. Before that, I just doodled them for my
own amusement.

GM: How did you decide that comics were something you wanted to do?

AC: Well, I love storytelling and I love drawing, so comic books were a natural outlet.

GM: Did go to art school?

AC: No. I majored in art at a liberal arts college.

GM: Did it help?

AC: Definitely. I got a solid life-drawing education that's become the foundation of
most of what I do. In retrospect, I wish I had pursued a more thorough education in art
technique—I've had to learn a lot on my own and make a lot of mistakes along the
way.

GM: What in your background has been most important to you as an artist?

AC: I don't think I can pinpoint a single thing. I owe any kind of skill I have to years and
years of near-compulsive practice.

GM: What have been the biggest positive influences on you as an artist?

AC: Life drawing classes, books and books of old master paintings and drawings, and
teachers who didn't mind me doodling all over my notes.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/3861878879
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GM: What are the biggest negative influences on your art?

AC: Probably me. Left to my own devices, I'll pick and pick at an image forever.

GM: What were the first comics you drew about?

AC: The first comics I can remember drawing were from way
back in elementary school, and they were about the awesome
adventures of my cats. God, those were awful.

GM: Your men are very sexy. What's the attraction for drawing
gay porn comics?

AC: Thank you! I think the male body is phenomenal. I love the
muscles and sinews and the way the forms connect, and I love
the challenge of drawing bodies interacting in a way that

preserves the anatomy while still being beautiful. I liked this book especially because
the sex was fueled by the previous character interactions. It was extra sexy because
there was a plot and motivation behind everything.

GM: What are your next projects so I can have something to look forward to?

AC: Well, I have a lot of non-comic projects going on at the moment, but I would love
to do more comics in the future!

GM: Thank you for the interview, Amy!

"Sticky" Reviews at J LHLS:

Sticky 1, Sticky 2 and Sticky 3.

Somewhere in this I Read Comics podcast, there's a segment on "Sticky 3."

Replies: 1 Comment

I've not seen the book "Manly" yet . . . I've just ordered it . . . but I've seen enough of
Amy Colburn's artwork to know that she is the ONLY artist who can re-vitalize a Gay
classic. Has she ever heard of a Gay novel called "Song of The Loon"? She must get a
copy of this book right away! I'll send her a copy if she contacts me (my email address
is doncharles@gmail.com). It was the most successful Gay-themed novel of the
1960s, and it was groundbreaking in its depiction of male eroticism. A not-so-great film
was made of the book in 1970. It cries out to be transformed into a graphic novel. With
Miss Colburn's artwork, it would be a sensation!

Posted by Don Charles @ 10/04/2008 12:17 PM PST
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Future Lovers vol. 1
Story and Art: Saika Kunieda
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496359
ISBN-13: 978-1934496350

Review by Kris

Kento Kumagaya has always wanted a caring wife and loving
kids. You know, the ideal kind of life. Life, however, dealt him a
different hand. After having his proposal rejected by his girlfriend,
a handsome guy at the bar let him cry on his shoulder. The two of
them had quite a bit to drink, and ended up having a hot, sweaty

night of sex. Kento is a science teacher in a high school and his girlfriend is the school
nurse. After his night of hot lovin’ he was in for a surprise at work. It turns out his one
night stand is the new art teacher Akira Kazuki. That night Kazuki got a little drunk at
his own welcoming party and Kento was given the pleasure to take him home. Once
they got to Kazuki’s place, another night of hot, passionate sex ensued. It turns out that
Kento might not be as straight as he thought. Of course, Akira is a self-assured gay
man.

Kento has fallen in love with Akira, but Akira seems to only want the sex (or so he
says). After Kento gets into an auto accident Akira relents and the two start dating. In
Future Lovers we follow Kento and Akira’s relationship ups and downs. Kento’s

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781934496350
http://liheliso.org/
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grandparents are not at all pleased that he’s dating another man, they have to keep
their relationship a secret from both co-workers and students (Yukie, Kento’s ex-
girlfriend does know of their relationship), and various other relationship hurdles.

There is a second story in this volume called “Winter Rabbit.” It’s the tale of Shu and
Minoru. Minoru was abandoned as a child and Shu’s parents took him in. Shu adored
his little brother Minoru, but those feelings seemed to run a little deeper and more
disturbing. To deal with those emotions Shu moved to Tokyo to attend college. After he
left Minoru seemed to change. Worried for the younger son, their mother called Shu to
express her concern and also to convince him to come home for a visit.

Future Lovers vol. 1 is a very enjoyable manga. The premise of coworkers dating
one another is not new in the world of yaoi, but Saika Kunieda-sensei’s story is a
refreshing read due to its humor. It really is quite funny. I found myself giggling through
the whole manga. Kento is just a big, dumb ox. Yet he’s very sincere and tries to show
Akira that he cares for him in his own way. Akira, on the other hand, is wily like a fox
and enjoys teasing not only Kento, but Kento’s grandfather as well. They have a very
wild relationship both in the sack as well as out on the streets of town. Akira is a
fascinating character. He’s constantly wearing wild shirts and seems to have several
different personalities. I guess that’s what you get in dealing with artistic types. I found
this title to be a breath of fresh air that I really needed, with all the angst-ridden manga
that I’ve been reading lately. With “Winter Rabbit,” it is a much more serious and angsty
story. I’ve always struggled with brother falling for brother stories, yes, even when they
aren’t blood related. However, the story is well told and because I loved the rest of the
manga, I was able to get over my hesitation. Plus, at the very end Kunieda-sensei
included a section called "Assorted Ramblings" which made me laugh so hard, I nearly
wet myself.

The art is quite simple, but in this case it isn’t a hindrance to the story. Because it is a
comedy the simple art works well. The style reminds me a little of Yugi Yamada-
sensei’s work. The use of chibi figures is also really well done. Even though the art
may be simple, the character faces are so expressive. With these two elements (chibi
use and expressive faces), it helps deliver a great comedic punch.

This is another quality release by Deux Press. With their no-frills approach to manga
publishing they let the manga do all the talking. Now when I say no-frills, I don’t mean
shoddy publishing. They always print on a higher quality of paper, printing is always
clean, and this time around I didn’t catch any missteps in clean up or editing. Good job
Deux Press, keep up the great work!

This is one manga that you don’t want to miss. It is a very funny and clever manga. I
guarantee that you will fall in love with these characters and will anxiously await the
next volume (but I have no clue when that will be coming out). I know I’m impatiently
waiting for the next volume (which I assume there will be one since it’s entitled Future
Lovers vol. 1), but while I wait I can tell you that I’ll read this one many more times 
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Make Love and Peace
Story and Art: Takane Yonetani
Published by the Luv Luv Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496324
ISBN-13: 978-1934496329

Review by Kris

Ayame Shinoda is an 18-year-old college student. By sheer
chance she met the love of her life, Koichi. The opportunity
presented itself when a thief snatched a purse. Ayame was on
the softball team in high school so she’s pretty tough. She helped
apprehend the suspect and fell in love with one of the cops who

aided in the chase. Yes, that cop is Koichi. After Ayame decided to stalk him, they
started a relationship.

Ayame has had a tough life. Her parents died in a car accident. It turns out that when
they left, the last words that left her mouth were “I hate you.” Because that guilt that
she carries, she doesn’t like to complain about being left alone. At intimate moments
Koichi is always getting called out so instead of complaining, she reluctantly lets him
go. She knows that it is a dangerous job and worries about his safety. But she wants to
be supportive. There is one problem though, she is always getting herself into some
crazy situations. Be it a panty thief looking for revenge against her, catching would be
rapists, or getting kidnapped with Koichi’s younger brother, Koichi is always there to

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781934496329
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help out. Ayame seems to want the relationship to move up to the next level, but is
Koichi ready for that?

Luv Luv has come out with another quality release. I’m am quite impressed with this
title as well as the two previous to this one. Make Love and Peace is an interesting
premise. I found myself being drawn into the story quickly and I found it to be a very
enjoyable read. It is light and fluffy, but there is enough of a plot to keep your attention.
The sex shows up in all the right places, and whew! it's pretty steamy. The art is clean
and nicely detailed. One thing that I noticed is the wardrobe. I’ve noticed that in a lot of
manga, there are a just a couple of outfits that are drawn (hey, I’m a chick I can call
them outfits if I want). But in this book Ayame has a huge wardrobe and is always
wearing different outfits and different underwear (which is cute, too). The guys are
handsome, the girls are gorgeous, and the kids are adorable. The characters worm
their way into your hearts at the very beginning and you care for them deeply
throughout the book.

The publisher has done a great job with this book. It is in typical Aurora fashion (Aurora
is the parent company of Luv Luv as well as Deux Press). They let the manga do the
talking. Luv Luv comes out with one manga every two months. I figure they are doing
that to test the waters and see how well the titles sell. If they continue to release titles
like Make Love and Peace and Pretty Poison they need to release titles more
quickly!

If you are looking for something light and fluffy and a quick, fun read, pick up Make
Love and Peace. But be aware that it is for ages 18 and up because there is quite a
bit of sex and nudity.
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Yakuza in Love vol. 3
Story and Art: Shiuko Kano
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496316
ISBN-13: 978-1934496312

Review by Kris

OK, let’s do a quick recap:

Aoi Ichimura is a member of the Flower Gang. He works as an
apprentice for the Underboss, Yuji Sakiya. The current Don is a
creep. Chihiro Karasuma is an executive in the gang and very

close friends with Sakiya. Junki Ozawa is Karasuma’s current apprentice and brother
to one of Chihiro’s former apprentices. Aoi loves Sakiya, Sakiya loves Aoi back. Junki
loves Chihiro, but Chihiro only sees Junki as a little brother. Junki has been sleeping
with Azuma, a member in a rival faction of the Flower Gang. Aoi is lucky, the Don is
infatuated with Aoi. And Junki has been kidnapped. Phew…

This is the last volume for the Yakuza in Love series. Boy, does it come to a head,
erm I mean, we reach the climax, no, oh forget it! Keep your minds in the gutter! We’ve
reached the end with explosive force. Chihiro insists on finding Junki on his own, but
Sakiya doesn’t think that’s a good idea. So, while Chihiro charges on ahead full force,
Sakiya goes to the yakuza manager for backup. When Junki is located the yakuza
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gather for the final showdown. I don’t want to give too much away so you’ll have to
read the book to find out what happens.

The “Yakuza in Love” chapters cover about half the book. The other half consists of
parodies and other related stories. “Boysgame” is the first parody where it has the feel
of a boys love game. The best part of the story is that it’s Aoi and Sakiya playing the
game while wearing Pikachu pajamas. “The Animal’s Banquet” is a chapter that we
started to read in the second volume, but it’s shows what happened between Aoi and
Sakiya. One humorous chapter is “Hey, Let’s Get Tested!” Junki and Chihiro decide to
get their HIV tests because they have been known to have multiple sex partners.
“Pride” is the chapter where Aoi gets his yakuza tattoo against Sakiya’s wishes. The
final chapter, is “Merry Christmas.” Junki catches Chihiro with a woman and assumes
the worst. Just so you know these last chapters are over the top and quite explicit. I
just wanted to make you aware of that fact.

WOW! is all I can say. This is quite the ending, although I couldn’t see it ending any
other way. It is by far the bloodiest and most violent of the three volumes. But, that’s
what you get for reading yakuza manga. Was it worth the wait? Absolutely! Shiuko
Kano-sama hasn’t let me down yet. The art is so uniquely hers. There are a few artists
out there that have a distinct style and when you see them you immediately know who
the manga-ka is. Not only is the art beautiful in black and white, but it is truly stunning
in color. It was actually the color images from her art book Playgirl that interested me.
The color drawings of Aoi and his tattoo are what drew me in. This is a series that is
well worth your time. You get gun toting hotties, some pretty hot sex, a gripping story,
and Kano-sama’s signature humor all wrapped in one.

With Deux Press and their no frills really makes this work stand out. Because there
aren’t all of the extras that other publishers throw at you, you are able to judge the
story and art on its own merits. Many of Kano-sama’s other titles have been released
by Deux Press. What better way to show off her amazing talent? They let the stories
and art do all the work, and in many cases this enhances the manga. Thanks to titles
like Yakuza in Love I am now a die hard Deux Press fan. I insist on getting all of
their releases and I haven’t been disappointed yet. My one concern is I noticed a few
spots where the clean up from the original Japanese version wasn’t as nicely done. I’ve
only noticed that problem in one other title, but I hope it doesn’t continue too often in
the future. It would be a shame to see their quality releases go downhill like that. Other
than that, be sure to check out Yakuza in Love, as well as other Deux press releases.

For my previous reviews of Yakuza in Love volume 1 and volume 2, feel free to
click on the links. You can also check out J LHLS’s own Cat and her reviews of volume
1 and volume 2.

http://manicaboutmanga.blogspot.com/2008/09/yakuza-in-love-by-shiuko-kano-review.html
http://manicaboutmanga.blogspot.com/2008/09/yakuza-in-love-vol-2-by-shiuko-kano.html
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
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VIZ Announces Black Lagoon Manga

VIZ announced today the North American debut of the BLACK LAGOON manga
series. I have not read the manga yet, but based on how good the anime series is, I'm
excited about this. The following is from the VIZ press release:

Creator/artist Rei Hiroe debuted his first manga series in 1993. His most notable work,
BLACK LAGOON, has been published in Shogakukan's monthly magazine Sunday GX
since 2002. The series is critically acclaimed for its unrelenting, fast-paced action, gritty
stories and highly detailed array of weaponry and military hardware. Based on the
success of the manga in Japan, BLACK LAGOON was also developed into a
blockbuster animated series that has produced two seasons in Japan to date.

"BLACK LAGOON is a fast-paced, gun-slinging action adventure in the tradition of
Pulp Fiction and The Transporter," says Mike Montesa, Editor, VIZ Media. "Readers
will delight in the accurately depicted arsenal of weaponry and hard-boiled characters
including the tough-as-nails Revy Two Hand, who is probably the sexiest femme fatale
to ever pick up a Gepard anti-tank rife. With their modified PT boat, the Black Lagoon
crew will deliver anything anywhere, no questions asked – so long as the price is right.
We invite readers to delve into this shady and exciting world of double-dealing
gangsters and ruthless criminals who will use any means necessary to try and stop this
rag-tag group of well-armed mercenaries from fulfilling their dangerous missions."

See also: Review of the Black Lagoon anime

http://liheliso.org/


Archived Entry - 09/16/2008: "VIZ Announces Black Lagoon Manga"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001013.htm[4/27/2019 2:46:27 PM]

Tom Good

Replies: 1 Comment

There's to be a third anime series airing in Japan this Fall... this is also one series I am
anxiously waiting for... so yay!!!!

Posted by Linda @ 09/18/2008 04:35 PM PST
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Kumoricon 2008

by Tom Good
Photography by Tom Good and Gregor Torrence
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Kumoricon transforms an ordinary Portland weekend into something more magical, a
gathering where costumed anime fans can wander beneath the trees of a city park,
savoring the days of summer. Passers-by ask about the gathering in appreciative
tones, admiring the workmanship of the costumes. The convention seems infused with
a feeling of fan empowerment, which leads to enthusiastic participation in the events of
the weekend, from panel discussions to contests and games.

In fact, it feels strange to even call the participants merely "fans," when in many cases
they are more like craftspeople showing off the results of their skill and hard work.
When I asked cosplayers how much time they had spent on creating their costumes,
the time estimates ranged from a month to a year. That's a serious level of
commitment.

http://www.kumoricon.org/
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When I tell people who have never come to an anime convention about Kumoricon,
one of the hardest things to explain is how completely different it is from, say, the
Portland Auto Show. Though fun, the Auto Show resembles a temporary shopping mall
for cars, and the experience of going there is rather passive; few of the attendees will
build their own car or drive in a race. Kumoricon is just the opposite: it's an event that
celebrates creators of costumes, of artwork, of fan fiction. It's for performers of music,
dance, stage acting and voice acting. It's full of people doing their own artistic
photography, making videos, writing poetry, and playing games.
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Another big misconception I sometimes hear has more to do with the type of person
who would attend Kumoricon. Some people who have never been to the convention
seem to visualize a horde of angry, grimy young men, huddled around in some sort of
dimly-lit bazaar, trading pirated DVDs and hurling insults at each other. Nothing could
be further from the truth. If I had to try to describe a "typical" fan at Kumoricon -- which
is a challenge because the crowd is fairly diverse -- it would be an intelligent, artistic,
thoughtful young woman wearing an elaborate handmade costume.
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I have no official statistics, but from looking around it sure seemed as if more women
than men came to Kumoricon this year. The percentage of women seemed higher than
ever before. Some panels had so few men in the audience that people commented on
it. At the "fangirls and fanboys" panel, the presenter asked the males in the audience to
raise their hands (then clarified that she meant actual males, not women cosplaying as
male characters). I would estimate that less than 25% of the audience raised their
hands. This is not to imply that the men felt any less welcome, though; everyone
seemed to be having a great time.
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I also felt pretty sure that even more people came to Kumoricon in costume this year
than last year. Last year those in costume made up a majority, but this year it felt like
an overwhelming majority. People not in costume were the ones who looked out of
place.
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One of the big trends this year was the rise of the Death Note series. It seems to have
taken over the role that the Fullmetal Alchemist anime had a few years ago, as a
popular series that inspires costumes, skits, references, and jokes. Both have intricate
plots that involve supernatural elements. The "L. vs. Kira" debate panel filled a fairly
large room with fans who got to debate the ethics and morality of two of the main
Death Note characters. In the end, the L side won by a score of 3 rounds to 2. This
was such an interesting panel that I would like to see it happen again, but with more
time for both sides to prepare their arguments and strategies in advance.
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Death Note also hits a sweet spot for costumes, in that it has a good variety of choices
for different kinds of cosplayers. The wild shinigami (god of death) costumes can be
extremely elaborate and difficult to create, so they offer a good choice for veteran
costumers looking for a challenge. But on the other hand, some main characters wear
fairly ordinary street clothes, so these costumes are more accessible and depend more
on attitude to make them work. Finally, the Misa character wears outfits that are sexy
without being too revealing, which probably adds to her popularity as a cosplay choice.
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As in previous years, the Cosplay Contest was one of the big events. The skits may
prove nearly incomprehensible to outsiders, because they often presume knowledge of
the characters and plots of many different anime. But the in-jokes can be quite funny
when you do get the references. This year brought a more polished set of
performances, with more sophisticated humor and better choreography. This reflected
a general feeling of a growing community becoming more confident and experienced.

http://flickr.com/photos/25394613@N08/sets/72157607082135434/


Archived Entry - 09/15/2008: "Kumoricon 2008"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001012.htm[4/27/2019 2:46:38 PM]

Kirk Thornton hosted a panel on anime and Shakespeare. He talked about his
experiences as an actor at the Oregon Shakespeare festival, and explained some
parallels between the two types of entertainment. Anime stories and Shakespeare's
plays draw upon historical figures and events, as well as myths and legends. Both
emphasize intense and somewhat stylized plots that center around themes like love
and revenge, with strongly defined characters.

Thornton also explained how both anime and Shakespeare use language in a way that
puts some constraints on the actors. In Shakespeare, the use of iambic pentameter
creates a system of language that an actor must work with in creating his or her own
interpretation of the script. With anime, the constraint is the timing of the lip
movements of the onscreen character, which the voice actor must match.
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He ended the panel by allowing volunteers people from the audience to perform their
own line readings from an anime script. Some of these were amazingly well done,
hitting the mark on both the required timings and the emotions of the lines, and once
again demonstrating the skills of the convention-goers.

A panel on "religion in anime" covered topics from Christianity to Ainu creation myths.
One of the most interesting things I learned all weekend concerned the popularity of
anime in Muslim countries. One panelist said that the Japanese goverment had a
contest for anime art by foreigners, and recently got 25% of its entries from Muslim
countries.
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I always see people sleeping in public places at anime conventions, and it never fails to
remind me of Japan, where it's common to see passengers asleep on the subway.
Some subway commuters even manage to sleep standing up while clinging to a pole.
At conventions, there's something going on all the time and people tend to stay up late,
which can eventually bring on a crash into exhaustion. Mastering the art of the nap can
be very helpful.
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The weekend's evening entertainment featured a dance, and a performance by the
(mostly) Asian synth-pop group The Slants, who were also a hit earlier this year at
Sakuracon in Seattle. Band member Simon Young wrote on the Kumoricon forums: ". .
. I have a Kcon account, been on here for about two years now...in fact, I was
recruiting early members of this band a little while before Kumoricon 2006 via this
message board!" (See Gregor's Kumoricon gallery for more photos, including pictures
from the concert.)

http://www.gregortorrence.com/kumoricon/
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2008 was a great year for Kumoricon. If you didn't get a chance to go this year, you
should definitely check it out next year. Or if you can't wait that long, Sakuracon is also
coming back around again in April of '09. [Update: Kumoricon announced that the 2009
convention will be held at the Hilton in downtown Portland, and that 2008 paid
attendance was "4470, nearly 50% larger than last year."]

Even more photos can be found here:

Gregor's Kumoricon gallery

Tom's Kumoricon 2008 Cosplay Contest gallery

Tom's Kumoricon 2008 Sunday gallery

Tom's Kumoricon 2008 Saturday gallery

http://www.sakuracon.org/
http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/PDXPHHH-Hilton-Portland-Executive-Tower-Oregon/index.do
http://www.gregortorrence.com/kumoricon/
http://www.gregortorrence.com/kumoricon/
http://flickr.com/photos/25394613@N08/sets/72157607082135434/
http://flickr.com/photos/25394613@N08/sets/72157607050508031/
http://flickr.com/photos/25394613@N08/sets/72157607033069609/


Archived Entry - 09/15/2008: "Kumoricon 2008"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001012.htm[4/27/2019 2:46:38 PM]

Replies: 3 comments

Cool pictures! Death Note and Bleach seems to be the trend.. although is Lucky Star
as popular over on the west coast as it is over here in the east?

Posted by Linda @ 09/16/2008 06:31 PM PST

It must not be. I haven't heard much buzz about Lucky Star. Bleach is also a big trend
though.

Posted by Tom @ 09/16/2008 08:30 PM PST

Ahh.. well on the east coast here. It appears that the trend is Lucky Star.. The
Melancholy of Haruhi Suzumiya seems to have fallen on the way side, but that is still
popular. I love Bleach, but is on hiatus with that series.. at the moment. Forgot to say..
extremely cool picture of Mewtwo sleeping. I didn't realize it was him... so I was like....
o_O

Posted by Linda @ 09/18/2008 05:04 PM PST
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Barack Obama for Beginners: An Essential Guide
Written by Bob Neer
Illustrated by Joe Lee
Published by For Beginners Imprint of Steerforth Press
ISBN-10: 1934389382 
ISBN-13: 9781934389386

Review by Linda Yau

In a nutshell, Barack Obama for Beginners is a easy to read
biographical account/comic book of this year's Democratic
President candidate. Many voters, may not be aware of the man
who they possibly vote for, so this is a guide that condenses the

entire personal and political history of Barack Obama. Illustrated with cartoon images,
the book delivers a amusing and succinct representation of the candidate, with web
references at the back of the book for more information. The book ensures that it would
be a short read, for an afternoon or a commute, which it was.

I don't want to rehash the plot of Barack's life, since it is public knowledge all ready.
The man's referenced more than enough times with his two publications or speeches,
and mass media has revealed what there is to reveal. If there is any dirty laundry, like
John Edwards - then it will either be a) revealed like Bill Clinton's scandal, b) taken to
the grave, c) or ignored as with the current president. Why they don't impeach him for
what he's done to the country makes me so pissed off! (Forgive me bringing personal
opinion into review, but it's difficult to stay neutral with politics involved).

http://powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781934389386
http://liheliso.org/
http://powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781934389386
http://www.forbeginnersbooks.com/
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I received this book as a review copy at the Brooklyn Book Festival, and while I am
apathetic to the upcoming elections. I realized that, as a voter - all the facts I know
about Obama is from local newspaper headlines, so this is a book that would definitely
be useful as a quick dossier to the life of Obama. The man may become the 44th
president of the United States; however, it would have been nice to know what
positions or issues the candidate supports, and is running on. On the back cover, it
was mentioned that the book was meant to have a neutral point of view, but given the
volatile position of Obama at this time, I did not feel that this publication gave a neutral
position, and was propagandistic in pointing out superficial facts of the candidates ie:
putting down the actions of other people, and elevating Obama's actions. Readers for
this book may already have a preconceived notion of Obama, but anyone who would
like to learn more about the man should pick up this book.

The book has a website, that is devoted to more information about the book.
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Bent 
Written by Sean Michael 
Published by Torque Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-434-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-434-2

Review by Linda Yau

BDSM dominant, Marcus Goodfellow never imagined he will find
a perfect submissive for him until he meets ex-Professor Jim
Upton at the local bookstore. In spite of the dark and lonely past
that placed Jim into a self-imposed existence. Marcus pursues
him relentlessly to make him realize that under all that layers of

denial, lays a man who is in need of someone.

Packaged in 391 pages, Bent is a delicious long and passionate read that I have
enjoyed every minute of it. I have nothing, but high praises for this story. Literally, once
I picked the story up, I couldn't stop reading it, until the end. Even though details of the
story is murky, after having read this story about two months ago, I can honestly say
that this is one of the best e-books I have read.

There are many elements of BDSM culture, that I have not realized, and the length of
the story makes the character development and plot rich. This is not a story for a
person that would enjoy realizing, about an alternate lifestyle, where there are people
who celebrate sex, and love through a sexual fetish. There are elements, of spanking,

http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=1393
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=1393
http://www.torquerebooks.com/
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bondage, piercing, and tattooing. The author gets quite explicit into describe details of
this gritty sexual infused lifestyle.

There are many scenes of foreplay, as Marcus, and Jim explore their relationship
together. I can say and probably spoil, but they wouldn't have penetration in the lower
regions until chapter 12. That is a detail, I noticed, but the other scenes of spanking,
fellatio, masturbation, does not leave a person unsatisfied. Okay, enough mention
sexual details, wouldn't you want to go out to read this fabulous and hot story? Here is
a beginning excerpt to star you off!
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A Gentleman's Kiss vol. 1
Story and Art: Shinri Fuwa
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-581-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-581-0

Review by Kris

I seem to be on a yakuza reading binge. First it was A
Gentleman's Kiss. I followed it up with Yakuza in Love
vol. 3. Then it was the yaoi novel Sleeping with Money. I
rounded it out with Totally Captivated vol. 4. OK, Totally

Captivated is a Korean manhwa but it still deals with organized crime. All these
other reviews will come later, but this one is dedicated to Shinri Fuwa-sensei's A
Gentleman's Kiss vol. 1.

Homura Yasobe is a young, handsome businessman. He's also being groomed on
being his father's successor. His father happens to be a yakuza boss. Homura is
carrying a huge secret with him as well. He has a male lover, Touji Karasuma, who
happens to be the successor of his father's business. That business is as a yakuza
boss, and rival faction to Homura's. The two met in high school, but started seeing one
another many years later.

It's hard enough having a lover of the same sex that is in a rival yakuza faction, but

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569705810
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569705810
http://junemanga.com/
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things get more difficult for Homura. While trying to manage several different
businesses, one of his hosts (in one of the clubs he runs) seems to have taken a liking
to him. Kyoya Kuramoto is Homura's number one host and Kyoya has a huge crush on
him. Of course, the only man for Homura is Touji, but if that secret were to get out,
here comes disaster! Since this is a two volume series surely intense moments will
continue to come.

Fuwa-sensei is also known (at least to me) for Yebisu Celebrities. Since I was
somewhat familiar with sensei's work, I knew that this would be a good read. The art is
phenomenal. The color drawings on both the front and back of the dust jacket are
beautiful but the artwork really shines in black and white. It really is stunning. The story
is gripping, interesting, and has some humorous moments as well. Juné made a great
licensing choice with A Gentleman's Kiss. Homura is gruff yet sexy (besides I have
a thing for dudes in glasses). Touji is fun loving yet has a somewhat dangerous air. I
guess you have to be gruff and dangerous to be a successful yakuza. This release is
one of the reason's why I love Juné. They may have a few misses, like any publisher
would. But in my opinion they hit a home run with this manga. It has a full color dust
jacket and a larger trim size. With this volume the larger size makes it that much
greater a read. You can truly appreciate the artwork. In my humble opinion, this is a
work that must not be missed. If you do, you are an idiot! OK, that last line is a bit
harsh, but it is a yakuza tale, so buck up punk!
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Clear Skies vol. 1
Story by: Akira Sugano
Art by: Etsumi Ninomiya
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-575-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-575-9

Review by Kris

Clear Skies was a yaoi novel before it was made into a two
book manga series. Feel free to check out my previous review for
the novel. The first volume of the series covers about the first half

of the book.

Taiga Obinata is the man of the house. He is the oldest male in his family of rowdy
younger brothers. There is an older sister they look up to, but she does her own thing
most of the time. We have the opportunity to see that when Shuu Asuou and a yakuza
punk named Yuuta show up on the Obinata's doorstep. According to Shuu, he and
Shima (the sister) were recently married. No one believed him until a phone call from
Shima sets them all straight. No one seems cool with the arrangement, especially
Taiga. Taiga is an editor for a sci-fi magazine and Shuu is an author for the same
magazine. Not only are they coworkers but they are former classmates as well. It
seems we are in for a wild ride.

I have had the opportunity to read both the novel and the manga. I have to say I much

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569705759
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569705759
http://junemanga.com/
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preferred the manga. There seemed to be more humor involved. Often times when Jou
and Yuuta (one of the Obinata brothers and the yakuza punk) would start to fight there
would be a bell in the drawn in background with sound effects sounding the beginning
of a round. Also when Shima would call it reminded me of the old Charlie Brown
cartoons. You know, the adults didn't speak understandable language but you still
knew what they were saying based on the responses the kids gave back. It's the same
way with Shima. The art was quite enjoyable and the premise was fun. It is pure sugar
all the way through. With it being a two book series, it ends on a cliffhanger. Juné did a
great job with the presentation, as always. If I were to recommend these titles, I
suggest picking up this manga. I definitely giggled at the manga more than I did the
novel.
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The Ruby in the Smoke 
By Philip Pullman
Published by Alfred A. Knopf Books for Young Readers 
ISBN-10: 0394895894 
ISBN-13: 9780394895895

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

This is the first of a series of children's books written by Philip
Pullman, the author of "The Golden Compass", which is part of a
trilogy entitled "His Dark Materials" that has been denounced as
atheistic by the Catholic Church. Never having read these books,
nor seen the movie based upon "The Golden Compass", I don't

have any preconceived notions of the author's alleged atheism or the grudge he
supposedly has against the Catholic Church, of which I am a member. Therefore I was
able to judge this charming book on its own merits.

"The Ruby in the Smoke" was originally published twenty-one years ago, and recently
re-released, probably to take advantage of the publicity caused by "The Golden
Compass". I found it riveting from page one; it has an old fashioned flavor that reminds
me of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes stories. It takes place in the Victorian
era, just like the Holmes stories, and uses historically accurate detail to fill you in on
sixteen-year-old Sally Lockhart's background and lifestyle without overwhelming you.
It's an old fashioned mystery that begins with Sally going to London to visit her father's
shipping office after his death. She has received a mysterious note from abroad
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warning her to "Beware of the Seven Blessings". But when she questions one of her
father's employees about it, a rotund gentleman named Higgs, he has a heart attack
and dies of fright.

This interesting beginning turns into a search for a cursed ruby from India, Sally's
inheritance from her late father, who served in the army during the Indian Mutiny. The
story is filled with sinister villains, the main ones being an old hag named Mrs. Holland
and her hulking henchman Jonathan Berry, and a mysterious sailor with a Dutch name,
Hendrik Van Eeden, and Chinese features, as well as frequent chase scenes and last
minute escapes.

It co-stars Jim Taylor, an urchin who works at the shipping office and is addicted to
penny dreadful magazines, Frederick Garland, a handsome young photographer with
no business sense, and his actress sister Rosa, who help Sally hide out after she is
forced to leave her loathsome guardian's house. Everything moves so fast, you'll
wonder why the story is so short when you finally reach the end. It has all the flavor of
one of Sir Arthur's best efforts with less of the wordiness. The language is a bit racy
(the word "bitch" is the strongest obscenity used), but well within the bounds of
decency for young people, at least by modern standards. Strangely enough, one of the
supporting characters is a clergyman, a Reverend Nicholas Bedwell, who is searching
for his missing twin brother, a sailor who was aboard the doomed ship on which Sally's
father died after it was attacked by Chinese pirates. I guess Mr. Pullman isn't opposed
to all religion, if he doesn't object to having a Christian clergyman playing a minor role
in one of his books.

I, for one, enjoyed "The Ruby in the Smoke" and look forward to the reissuing of the
other three volumes of the Sally Lockhart Mysteries, "The Shadow in the North", "The
Tiger in the Well", and "The Tin Princess". Maybe they will replace "The Golden
Compass" in the affections of the young readers who helped to make it so popular.
"The Ruby in the Smoke" certainly looks like a good prospect for a PBS TV movie that
would rival the ones released earlier this year based on Jane Austen's romance novels.
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Eriko Tadeno Works 
Story and Art by Eriko Tadeno 
Published by ALC Publishing 
ISBN-10: 0975916041
ISBN-13: 978-0975916049

Review by Linda Yau

This is a hot off the press copy that I had received from Yuri
Con/ALC Publishing table at Otakon 2008’s dealer room. Just for
a little background, ALC Publishing was founded, with the intent
of publishing English translations of Yuri love, and they did with

Eriko Tadeno Works. The book itself is a collection of four sexy short stories with three
couples. The third couple’s story actually covers two stories.

In My Sister’s Wedding, Emi is obligated to go to her younger sister’s wedding. She
dreads it since her mother and aunts harass her for being 30 and seemingly single.
What they don’t know is that Emi has an older female lover- Takako-san.

I Like You The Way You Are features the second couple, Suzu and Misato. They are
former high school classmates, and are now working as actresses. During the filming
of a scene, Suzu is reminded of a past that she thought that she had forgotten about.

The last couple, and as I mention are featured in two stories: My Sweet One and
Gentle Loving. Togawa Mizuho is a department manager who appears professional,
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and serious. Away from the work area though, she has a fascination with girlish
feminine dresses, and cute items. She takes under her wing Enomoto Yuka, the
company’s newest employee, and their relationship sparks. In the following chapter,
Mizuho and Yuka’s relationship is in question, after miscommunication occurs.

The stories were separated by several author notes, and I imagine Eriko Tadeno
Works must be a work that was originally targeted for mid-twenties or early thirties to
read. I wonder what type of market is this book going to interest yuri readers? There
were many older woman paired with younger woman. Quite nice, it reminded me of the
various bl-stories I have read where there is the sensitive older lover with the more
passionate younger partner.
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Today's Ulterior Motives
Story and Art: Sakuya Fujii
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-800-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-800-2

Review by Kris

We've all heard about the casting couch in Hollywood, right? In
Today's Ulterior Motives Sanari Jounouchi-sensei's casting
couch is in the form of an onsen. The first chapter of the manga
is told from Jounouchi-sensei's point of view, but Makoto Aizawa

tells the rest of it.

Sanari Jounouchi loves to relax in privacy at inns with onsen, or outdoor baths. One
evening while getting ready to enjoy his evening he sees a young man in his reserved
bath. The young man is openly crying. He then goes under the water and fails to
surface again. Jounouchi comes to the young man's rescue only to be told he was
play-acting. It turns out that this young man was an actor, at one time. Jounouchi was
immediately drawn to him and his charms. After a night of passion Jounouchi figures
he will never see the young man again. Sanari Jounouchi is a playwright and director
for the Saihou Theatre Company. At auditions, boy was he in for a surprise. In walks
his adorable young man, Makoto Aizawa.
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Makoto Aizawa had been dumped by his fiancée and was planning on ending it all
when Jounouchi-sensei happened upon him. Jounouchi-sensei is trying everything he
can to continue to seduce Aizawa. We head back to the onsen for vocal practice, we
try holding Aizawa hostage in the name of acting lessons, and using Aizawa's naivete
as an actor to convince him that all of this is normal. What will happen? You'll have to
read Today's Ulterior Motives.

This is one melodramatic manga. Normally, I don't like over the top melodramas. Often
times they try so hard to be funny that they aren't or they are so unbelievable in story
that I find them hard to stomach. But with Today's Ulterior Motives I found myself
enjoying it more than I thought I would. With the times where it is absolutely
unbelievable, there was always a comment that pointed out the obvious and made it
feel like we were all in on the joke. I would catch myself chuckling aloud on a regular
basis. There was a particular scene where Jounouchi-sensei added a rape scene to his
play only to have Aizawa play it so sensually that it turned on the entire cast. The only
time I felt awkward was when Jounouchi-sensei would use Aizawa's naivete against
him and take advantage of him. But often times Aizawa would get even by speaking
his mind. But the main reason I liked the manga was the art. The art was fantastic. It
really is a beautiful manga.

With this being a Juné release, it is a larger trim size and has a dust jacket. This
particular dust jacket is a matte jacket. It is so beautiful and smooth. I love the matte
dust jackets. They look so classy. Today's Ulterior Motives is part of a two book
series. I look forward to how the next book will be handled!
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Tales of the Sisters Kane
By Christy Kane
Published by Baby Tattoo Books
ISBN-10: 0-9778949-4-0
ISBN-13: 978-0-9778949-4-9

Review by Kris

Lily loves her mother’s sewing machine. Polly travels the world
on roller skates. Callalilly wants to be a world famous pianist…

right now. Hyacinth, Azaeleah, and Violah are triplets with a little sister Wisteria. These
are the sisters Kane. They are daughters to artist and photographer, Christy Kane.

Pictures of handmade dolls in Victorian dress and surrounded by antique furniture tell
us the stories of these characters. Each of the stories are presented in either poem or
prose. Lily’s tale is a poem illustrating to us how she learned to listen to her mother
when she says to stay away from her sewing machine. Polly’s story is in prose form
and lets us in on her adventure on her roller skates that she received for her birthday.
Callalilly’s poem teaches us a lesson in patience. The longest tale is about the triplets
and their little sister Wisteria, who winds up missing.

Tales of the Sisters Kane is a cool, yet somewhat creepy read. I found myself
chuckling at some of the situations, gasping at others, or learning valuable lessons. I
can’t decide if it is a book aimed at kids that adults could enjoy, or if it is a book aimed

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9780977894949
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9780977894949
http://www.babytattoo.com/


Archived Entry - 09/04/2008: "Book Review: Tales of the Sisters Kane"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001004.htm[4/27/2019 2:47:06 PM]

at adults that teach kids good lessons. Either way, it’s pretty groovy even though it is
quite dark. The dolls have a very interesting look to them and have quite the
adventures. Not only is the content in the book really quite wild, but the presentation is
pretty sweet. It’s a fairly small, yet hardbound book with a matte finish. It also has a
cool pattern printed on it.

In the author’s notes at the end, Christy Kane says that there are more sisters Kane
she would like to introduce to her readers. So there might be a second volume. I can
tell you right now that I would definitely check out a second volume. Will we ever find
out what happened to Wisteria?
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Ai no Kusabi, Volume 3--Nightmare
Story by Rieko Yoshihara
Illustrations by Katsumi Michihara
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10:  1569707847
ISBN-13:  9781569707845

Review by Jilly Gee

There is a heirarchy the world of the future presented in Ai no
Kusabi, with Tanagura Blondies at the top and Ceres residents at
the bottom.  Somewhere in between are the "pets", playthings of
the Blondies; living beings specially bred to be sex toys for public

erotic display; these pets and their owners normally adhere to certain rules of society,
some official, some not.  Already breaking rules, the fact that an elite Blondy such as
Iason has taken a Ceres slum mongrel such as Riki to be his pet pales in comparison
to this slum mongrel being given special treatment by the Blondy.  To Riki, however, it
is not special treatment, but torture.

Iason gives Riki special training through rough sex; these moments are never sweet,
the Blondy entering him with extreme force and not letting him come at crucial
moments.  Riki finds pleasure in the actions because of the way his body is teased, but
not out of love for Iason.  Iason, on the other hand, realizes and admits that he has a
twisted love for Riki, although not to Riki himself.  Breaking a commonly understood
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rule that the owners of the pets would never touch said pets themselves, Iason keeps
Riki to himself, sending him to the sex soirees simply to get other Blondies off his back,
but not actually mating the mongrel to anyone.  Possibly the only reason Riki is free of
being a pet at the moment is that Iason did not want to execute Riki for a major breach
of conduct.

The third volume of Ai no Kusabi doesn't just further the story of Iason and Riki; it fills
in the holes that were (purposefully) left open in the first and second story.  Presented
in a non-linear fashion that attempts to maximize intrigue at the cost of a bit of
comprehension, the story alternates between present day Tanagura and the events
that took place before the start of the first volume, namely the three years that Riki was
missing from the slums.  Having finally shown readers the secrets of the past, the story
of the present seems to be coming to a head; Riki prepares for a gang war by relying
on a person he loathes and distrusts, Riki's past employer comes to have some
meaningful words with him and warn him about Kirie, and Iason hires Kirie for some
sort of scheme.

Compounding a constantly shifting time line with weighty social issues, this is the
heaviest light novel in the Juné line yet.  Requiring a bit more concentration than the
average boys love novel, Ai no Kusabi hits on the problems of class and societal
structures more so than it does on love; the parts that do involve love are not of a
normal love, but of the cold and twisted kind one such as Iason feels.  Normally, if it
isn't lovey-dovey, I'm not all that crazy about it, but the motives underlying Iason's
actions are touching, even if the actions are not, and I'm a big sucker for feelings like
that.  I may be a bit twisted myself in rooting for him over Guy.
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From Dead to Worse: A Sookie Stackhouse novel 
By Charlaine Harris
Published by Ace Books, New York ISBN-10: 0441015891 ISBN-
13: 9780441015894

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

This is the eighth in the Southern Vampire series by the talented
Charlaine Harris, a Southern belle with a sense of humor that's
both whimsical and macabre. Her vampires are just as frightening
as Anne Rice's, and a lot more interesting. So is her heroine,
Sookie Stackhouse. Not that there's anything frightening about
Sookie; she's just an ordinary working gal from Bon Temps,

Louisiana, who works as a barmaid at a local bar named Merlotte's. Oh, and she's also
psychic.

In the last seven books, Sookie has crossed paths with vampires, werewolves,
shapeshifters, demons, witches, serial killers and religious fanatics. Of them all, the last
three groups were wholly human and managed to do her more harm than the supes
(supernaturals). Physical harm, that is. She's had her heart broken by Bill Compton,
her vampire boyfriend. (How would you feel if you found out your boyfriend was a male
Mata Hari who seduced you on orders from his boss, the vampire queen of Louisiana,
because she wanted a psychic on her payroll?) She's been befriended by Claudine, a
beautiful fairy who always shows up at the right time to rescue her. Since her breakup
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with Bill she's been courted by a werewolf and two shapeshifters, one of whom helped
to find her missing brother Jason after he was kidnapped by a jealous werepanther
whose girlfriend he was dating. She's survived a vampire war of succession in New
Orleans before Hurricane Katrina, a vampire summit in Rhodes, Michigan after Katrina,
which was violently disrupted by a sect of religious fanatics called the Fellowship of the
Sun, an anti-vampire cult as vicious as the undead they're so violently opposed to.

Now, in this latest chronicle of her adventures, Sookie faces the biggest challenge of
all; being betrayed by someone she loves. Two someones, as a matter of fact; her
latest boyfriend Quinn, the weretiger, and her own brother, now a werepanther,
married to the girl responsible for making him one (her ex bit him one too many times).
She also witnesses a hostile takeover of the Louisiana vamps' territory by the Los
Vegas vamps and a war between two local werewolf packs, which both look like
schoolyard fights compared to the emotional battering she takes from the two men who
supposedly love her. Yeah, there's never a dull moment in Sookie's world. But she
often wishes there was.

For Sookie, being involved with supes on account of her paranormal talent has its
positive and negative sides. On the positive side, vampire brains, which are a blank to
her, are very restful. She's been hired as a human lie detector by both vamps and
werewolves whenever they're forced to do business with each other (Were and
shapeshifter minds aren't as easy to read as humans', but they still send out flashes of
strong emotion that Sookie can see as mind pictures.) So the supernatural community
of Bon Temps thinks she's special, which has gone a long way toward repairing her
self-esteem, heavily damaged by her fellow humans. (After all, how much confidence
can you have in yourself when you know exactly what everybody thinks of you? And
you don't dare set them straight, for fear of being further ostracized by the ignorant and
superstitious, of which there are plenty down south.) Just being among people who
know about your peculiar talent and don't fear you, because they're pretty fearful
themselves, can be very empowering. She also earns a lot more as a psychic than she
does as a barmaid. Which allows her to indulge in a few luxuries like buying pretty
clothes in a boutique instead of a discount store, putting fresh gravel on her driveway,
and making repairs on her late grandmother's rambling old house, where Sookie grew
up after her parents died and still lives.

On the negative side, she wouldn't have had to make those repairs if a vampire
assassin hadn't set her house on fire. She's also had her home invaded by a pack of
werewolves and had to rescue her ex-boyfriend from a rival vampire king and her old
friend Tara from an abusive vampire boyfriend. And the very talent that supes value
her for is what makes ordinary humans fear and avoid her. Most of the humans in this
little Southern town who've known her since she was born think she's either crazy or
hopelessly stupid, which forces her to behave like a stereotypical dumb blonde to keep
her psychic talent a secret. Even her late mother preferred to think she was disturbed
rather than believe she was telling the truth about her nasty uncle, who kept feeling
Sookie up every chance he got when she was a kid.

But it was a human serial killer that murdered her grandmother, and the Fellowship of
the Sun that nearly killed her twice for being a vampire-lover. Even in an alternate
future universe where people and vampires have learned to live together, more or less
in harmony, on account of a synthetic Japanese blood substitute called True Blood (for
which the forthcoming HBO TV series based on this book series is named). It enables
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the vampires to enjoy their warm liquid protein diet without having to tap their
neighbors' necks. There are still quite a few people who don't consider vampires
"natural", who preach sermons against them and urge all good Christians to reject
them, even subtly encourage them to kill vampires on sight, along with the people who
love them. There are a lot of parallels to gay people and AIDS in Sookie's world. This
depressing note of reality is what helps to keep it real, not just some weird horrific
fantasy world.

Sookie herself has matured somewhat since the first book. She started out as a lonely
little girl longing for love but unable to accept it because she knew too much about
men. Bill's air of mystery and dark glamour, along with his silent mind, helped her to
grow and mature as a woman, letting her find love and acceptance with someone who
wasn't afraid to love her. Which made his later betrayal all the more poignant; her
inability to read vampire minds, the very thing that made him so attractive to her, was
what made him so hateful to her when she discovered his hidden agenda. Now she
knows enough to think twice before accepting a vampire contract to act as a psychic
interpreter between supes. She's also learned not to believe everything she thought
she knew about supes; like many minorities, most of what is believed about them is
either grossly exaggerated or deliberately understated by the subjects themselves, to
prevent curious outsiders from getting too nosy. You might think her occasional
brushes with death due to her hanging with supes would help her to appreciate her
own human species more. But once you get to know the people in Sookie's world,
you'll understand why she prefers the company of supes. Sookie has discovered, far
too often, that mere mortals can be more dangerous than supes. So will you, once you
dive into Charlaine Harris' Southern Vampire series, which I heartily recommend you
do before seeing the new HBO TV series "True Blood", which premieres on September
7th (Okay, HBO, there's your second free plug. Do I get a free tee shirt or what?)

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 09/03/2008: "Book review: From Dead to Worse"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001001.htm[4/27/2019 2:47:15 PM]

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 09/02/2008: "Yaoi Review: Heavenly Body"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00001000.htm[4/27/2019 2:47:19 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Yaoi Review: One Night Lesson"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Book
review: From Dead to Worse"]

09/02/2008 Archived Entry: "Yaoi Review: Heavenly Body"

Heavenly Body
Story and Art: Takashi Kanzaki
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496391
ISBN-13: 978-1934496398

Review by Kris

We are treated to three stories in Heavenly Body. Heavenly
Body is the main story that takes up about half the book. Then
we have two shorter one-shots: A Ballad for You, and Beloved.

Heavenly Body – Hazumi lives at home with two foreign
exchange students: Luke and Ray. Luke has an interesting way of waking Hazumi.
Luke takes care of Hazumi’s morning wood. It seems Luke is a sex fiend. Ray on the
other hand is very sweet and considerate. He hasn’t tried anything funny and seems to
really care for Hazumi. Little did Hazumi know that Luke is an angel and Ray is a
demon. There is a war going on in Heaven. They’re fighting over the earth.

It turns out that Hazumi has been chosen to be the earth’s representative. Depending
on whom he chooses will be the ones who will have dominion over the earth. Poor
Hazumi! It is going to be hard for him to decide if their actions are sincere or if they are
behaving in such a way to win for their side. Yet, Luke and Ray have fallen in love with
Hazumi and are willing to throw everything aside for Hazumi. Oy! What will Hazumi
do?
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In A Ballad for You we are introduced to a boys dorm. Kiyoto Ihara is the president of
the dorm. He also happens to be dating Aya Tono, the much lusted after uke. There
are many that want to hook up with this sweet beauty, but Ihara does everything he can
to keep creeps away from his precious Tono. Every one knows the two of them are
together. Their relationship happens to be a bit twisted. Everyone thinks that Tono is
sweet and kind but Tono seems to be a bit of a sadist. Even though Ihara is the seme,
Tono is the one in control. Their relationship is very twisted and things aren’t going
well. Ihara wonders how many men Tono has seduced and finds that maybe things
would be better for the two of them if they broke up. Will things work out the way Ihara
wants?

The final one-shot, and my personal favorite out of the three, is Beloved. Hibiki Saibara
is a high school student. He earns money by prostituting himself out. The client he
sees most often is Toshifumi Amagi. To keep things as professional as he can, neither
one knows the other’s name. While they’re getting it on Amagi continually calls Saibara
“Masafumi.” The deal they worked out is every time Amagi calls out “Masafumi”
Saibara gets an additional amount of money. As time goes by Saibara and Amagi
continue to meet, but it seems Saibara is falling in love with his client. Every time he
hears the name “Masafumi” uttered by Amagi, Saibara can’t seem to get a little
jealous. Who is this mysterious “Masafumi” and will Saibara be able to catch his man?

This was an enjoyable volume released by Deux Press. Even though the book is
dedicated to the story Heavenly Body, my favorite story is Beloved. It is head and
shoulders above the rest. This was also my first book of Takashi Kanzaki-sensei’s that
I’ve read.. The art is nicely detailed and I enjoyed it, but some of the pages were really
busy and distracted from the story. Kanzaki-sensei has more books either already out,
or in the pipeline to be released (translated volumes of course). I look forward to
checking out these stories as well. The story of Heavenly Body was an interesting
premise. I’ve read stories where angels or demons get involved with humans, but the
heavenly war was a new one for me. A Ballad for You was an interesting one. The
character that you would assume would be the sadist would be the seme. You are in
for a surprise. It’s the uke who is a bit of a masochistic sadist. The thing that disturbed
me is that the uke, Tono, looked super young. I’m not really into these types of stories,
so when it was over I was very glad. But, you are rewarded greatly by sticking with it.
You are given the gift of Beloved. This one-shot has clearly shot up to the top of my
list of favorite stories. I was honestly moved to tears. It really is an amazing story. I do
recommend you to check this out for a cute, quick read. Good job Deux Press!
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One Night Lesson
Story and Art: Ryo Takagi
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-566-6
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-566-7

Review by Kris

One Night Lesson is a collection of one-shots. Actually, it
contains only three one-shots and a brief mixed manga starring
all of our boys at the very end.

One Shot may sound like it's aptly named (it being a one-shot) but actually it's about
photography (tee-hee, fooled you!) Kairi is a talented photographer. His model of
choice is Takara. Kairi is trying to get shots of the real Takara, but is really having a
difficult time. As it turns out, Takara has fallen in love with Kairi but is worried about his
photographer (yes, I mean Kairi) uncovering those emotions. Because Kairi is trying to
coax out the real Takara, the two spend virtually all of their time together. They work
together; they live together, etc. But what will Kairi do to get the shot he's looking for?

The next one-shot contains two parts, Half Position and Half Position 2. Ryu Saezaki
and Sakura Nogami are rivals in school. Nogami is always number one when it comes
to test scores. Saezaki always seems to come in second no matter how hard he
studies. It ticks Saezaki off to no end. Of course Nogami doesn't make it any better,
always egging him on. It turns out that Nogami's father is a high political officer and
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Sakura is being groomed to be his father's successor. While headed home after
school, Nogami seems to be out of sorts and uses Saezaki to give his father's security
the slip. This new Nogami confuses Saezaki. Nogami says to call him Sakura and tells
Saezaki that tomorrow he'll be waiting in the bathroom for some nookie. What on earth
is Nogami's problem, and how will he deal with this new situation?

Our final one-shot is Fake Lesson. Chihiro Asou has been accepted into a prestigious
music school. It just happens to be an all-boys school. Thanks to Chihiro's friends he
enters thinking that everyone is gay (Chihiro is straight). Of course, everyone we see
happens to be gay and they all carry a torch for Chihiro's roommate, Ren Sakurazawa.
Not only does Chihiro start school by ticking all of his schoolmates off by rooming with
the hottest property on campus but Ren attaches himself to Chihiro like a suction cup
(ticking everyone off even more). It turns out that Ren is also straight, but will things
stay that way?

Extra Mixed Manga stars all of our beautiful boys in the most hilarious way possible!

For someone who gets tired of one-shots regularly (like me), I have to say I LOVED
THIS MANGA! I hope that cleared it up for you. I especially loved Fake Lesson. It's
fairly short, but very hilarious. Of course, all of the stories were great. It was the perfect
combination of humor, sex, and story. If you are looking for something with some major
depth, you won't get that with One Night Lesson. But for a great diversion definitely
check it out. The art is truly gorgeous and the chibi figures crack me up. Even the
Afterword was classic! Ryo Takagi-sensei has made a fan out of me and I hope to see
more of her works released here in the States. Juné is a great medium for artists of
Takagi-sensei's caliber. You have a beautiful dust jacket and with the larger trim size
you can really enjoy the magnificence of the art. The stories are solid even though they
aren't long which made it an enjoyable collection of one-shots. Very rarely will you find
me shouting from the mountaintops about a one-shot collection, but in the case of
One Night Lesson the peaks around my house will be echoing with the praise I am
heaping upon it!
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Ruff Love
Story and Art: Tamaki Kirishima
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496413
ISBN-13: 978-1934496411

Review by Kris

Taketora Kanbayashi is an author of historical fiction. Sadly, he's
not very good. So, to make ends meet he works part-time in his
uncle's bar. Taketora is known for being extremely handsome,
but kind of boring. Little did Taketora know that his world was
about to be flipped upside down by his grandfather's reincarnated

pet dog, Shiba. When Shiba passed away, he wished to be able to return to Takeyuki,
Taketora's grandfather, and repay his kindness. Taketora's grandfather had passed
away twenty years before. Shiba was a little too late. Taketora then made the decision
to allow this cute, but clumsy half-human, half-dog stay with him and take care of him.
Yes, Shiba is mostly human but still has dog ears, a tail, and large canine teeth.

Shiba's intentions are pure, but he's very clumsy. Taketora usually ends up cleaning up
after Shiba and his clumsiness. Shiba may not be too much help around the house, but
he seems to have worked miracles in influencing Taketora's writing. The longer that
Shiba stays, Taketora finds himself emotionally opening up. It seems he's fallen in love
with Shiba. It turns out that Shiba has fallen in love with Taketora too. Their happiness
is cut short by the entrance of a large black dog.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781934496411
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781934496411
http://www.deux-press.com/


Archived Entry - 08/31/2008: "Yaoi Review: Ruff Love"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000998.htm[4/27/2019 2:47:25 PM]

A second dog-man enters the picture. His name is Akatsuki. Akatsuki has the ability to
switch between a dog and a man. It seems he's taken a liking to Shiba. Of course,
Taketora will have none of that. But Akatsuki sticks around anyway. He's endlessly
grouchy and always hungry. He also doesn't trust humans. Thus ends Taketora's
peace and quiet with Shiba. Clouds form on the horizon for Taketora, Shiba, and
Akatsuki. Check out Ruff Love to find out!

I haven't been too impressed by human x part-human, part-animal pairings. I had read
a story earlier in the year that was somewhat similar to this story and found it really
quite disturbing. Whether it was because I was still a newbie in yaoi genre, or it was the
fact that the idea of sleeping with your pet creeped me out, big time. I'm not a fan of
the idea of bestiality. Yet I found myself drawn into this story. Maybe it had to do with
the fact that Shiba remains human-ish throughout the entire story. I was introduced to
Tamaki Kirishima-sensei and her work through The President's Time, her first
work translated into English. Another reason why I may have liked this one so much is I
really related to Taketora. I know exactly how it feels to live alone without experiencing
deep love for someone. I honestly found myself tearing up and actually crying while
reading a section of the story (and doing the same thing in subsequent readings). I
know I'm really weird. I also really like Kirishima-sensei's art. You look at it and
immediately know that she created it. She has some of the most adorable chibi
renderings in the world of manga as well.

This is a Deux Press release. I did catch a few spots where the manga bubbles were a
bit messy. You could see where the original lines of Japanese were removed but
weren't cleaned up properly. Other than that, the rest of the book is up to Deux's high
quality standards. Out of all of the works released by Deux Press (or I should say the
works of theirs that I've read), this one is by far their most explicit. The art is very, very,
very detailed in the sex scenes, with very little censoring. If you can't handle very
realistic looking reproductive organs or are new to reading yaoi, you may want to stay
away. Other than that, I highly recommend this work. It is a very quick read, but it's
also an emotional read. You'll laugh and cry. I know I did!

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 08/31/2008: "Yaoi Review: Ruff Love"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000998.htm[4/27/2019 2:47:25 PM]

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 08/31/2008: "Yaoi Review: Author's Pet"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000997.htm[4/27/2019 2:47:28 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Yaoi Novel Review: Clear Skies! A Charming Love Story"] [Main
Index] [Next entry: "Yaoi Review: Ruff Love"]

08/31/2008 Archived Entry: "Yaoi Review: Author's Pet"

Author's Pet 
Story and Art by Deathco Cotorino
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569705887
ISBN-13: 978-1569705889

Review by Linda Yau

Author's Pet is the title story of Juné September offering of
published boy love. There are six short stories in total.

Author's Pet is about high school student Yuta, who bumps and
severely cripples Tsubaki, a well known writer - he broke all four limbs). In exchange
for injuring Tsubaki, Yuta has to work for Tsubaki as a slave. As a scribe though, for
Tsubaki's next story - there is some trouble. Yuta couldn’t help, but feel hot as he
listens to the vivid erotic words that the author utters.

To Keep A Cat is the next story about Naruse a veterinarian student who picks up an
injured Mitsuki from the streets. After hearing an ultimatum from Naruse to leave when
he gets well, Mitsuki wanting to stay with Naruse, pretends to be a cat.

The Helplessly Romantic Type is the third story about Saki who is in love with
Sasaragawa. A major issue for this couple is Sasaragawa's hero complex of Saki's
father.
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Love Battle In The Dorms is about Mukai moving into the same dorm that Kikuchi and
Oohashi lives. Who gets to have Kikuchi?

Open 24 Hours is a story of where Sakamoto sees Shirokawa purchasing nothing, but
sweets to eat on a daily basis. Sakamoto gets to the point where he couldn't handle
this strange man's eating habits and strives to change Shirokawa's eating habits.

What Should I Do? is the last of Cotorino’s stories where Kawatani gets molested by
Sanai on a daily basis, what is he to do?

Toward the end of the book, readers like myself was treated to extra chapters of
Author's Pet and To Keep A Cat. With the exception of What Should I Do? and Love
Battle In The Dorms, I found no fault with the book, other than previous criticisms I
may have made with Juné book. My beef with the two mentioned story, is that they
were either too short or a confused sense of wondering what is the point of the story.
There are many sweet moments in this book, and I liked the story concept of Open 24
Hours the most, since it is not every day I read of a clerk and a stranger falling in love.
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Clear Skies! A Charming Love Story
Story by: Akira Sugano
Illustrated by: Etsumi Ninomiya
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-572-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-572-8

Review by Kris

The Obinata household is a boisterous den of testosterone. Taiga
is the oldest male and took over the manly duties of being the
head of the house after his parents passed away. But, there is
one older than he is, and she rules with fear. The oldest of the
Obinata children is Shima. She happens to be a journalist and

doesn't come home too often. Taiga works as an editor for a science fiction magazine
and does what he can to support his younger brothers. The middle child is Akinobu and
he is a student at a university. Next in line is Jou (yes, its pronounced Joe) who
happens to be a professional boxer. The baby of the family is Mayumi. He's currently in
high school and has Taiga and his brothers wrapped around his finger.

One hot evening, the Obinata family gets two visitors. Shuu Asuou, a writer at Taiga's
magazine and a former schoolmate of his, and some dude who looks like yakuza, have
arrived with luggage in hand. Of course this throws Taiga for a loop. Why on earth
would an author and a yakuza be standing at the door like they're ready to move in?
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Shuu claims that he and Shima, the older sister, have recently gotten married and he
and his brother, Yuuta, will be moving in. Initially no one believes them, until they get a
call from Shima confirming what Shuu says.

Here our tale begins. Shuu moves right in and takes over the cooking and cleaning. He
also wants to be seen as the father of the house. Taiga will have none of that.
Everyone but Taiga seems to be OK with Shuu and Yuuta. Part of the reason Taiga
has issues with Shuu's constant presence is because it seems that there was some
attraction between Shuu and Taiga but it ended in disaster. The only reason why Taiga
is Shuu's editor is because Shuu is an excellent author and Taiga needed that talent at
his magazine. Will things work out for the Obinata clan? Shuu seems to be harboring
some secrets. Can these secrets be a deal breaker for all involved?

Clear Skies! A Charming Love Story needs to be a bit more charming to be
truly enjoyable. The main story idea is clever but the execution of the book leaves
much to be desired. I love Juné with a passion but sadly there were some issues that
needed to be worked out. I caught many spelling errors. The editor on this project must
have forgotten to turn on the spell check. Not only were there spelling mistakes but the
translation could have been done better. I would just start to get into the story when I
would come across a sentence that didn't flow well. It would jerk me back to reality. I
found it to be really distracting. At the time I was reading this novel, I had recently been
in a car accident; so I don't know if that had something to do with my opinion. I can't
imagine it would though, because I also got a copy of the first volume of the manga
that is based on the book. I found the manga to be more enjoyable. Were it not for the
spelling errors, and the poor sentence structure, it could have been more enjoyable.
Also, the printed type on the pages was crooked. I know it sounds like I'm a bit nitpicky,
but for Juné: I was a little surprised. I have come to expect the highest quality from
them. Now that I think of it, the crooked pages could have just been my copy, printing
issues aren't new and that's not Juné's problem (unless all the books are that way).

I don't want to discourage anyone from reading this book if it sounds like it is something
that might interest you. But don't blame me if you don't like it!
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Adam the King
By Jeffrey Lewis
Published by Other Press
ISBN-10: 1590512847
ISBN-13: 9781590512845

Review by Lynn Loper

‘Adam the King’ starts simply, with a wedding. A wedding is
simple, at least in concept: two people, witnesses, words about
forever. But the witness is thinking about the bride’s sister, killed
in an accident years ago, and the groom was driving. And the
bride’s cancer. And when he comes back to visit, the beautiful

house Adam had built his wife is gone, burnt down. Nothing is ever really simple.

The book is about what humans want. Adam’s wife wants a lap pool near the house
he’s built in rural Maine, and Adam wants to build it for her. Where do they want it?
How can they get it there? Will the local lady sell her land? Why not? What about the
boyfriend? And the limousines, and the people at the General Store? What do they all
want? Even the most trivial desires are rooted deep in our hearts, and make us what
we are, and the people whose eyes you barely catch every day want things just as
much as you do. Maybe more. Maybe they’re willing to do a lot more to get them.

And maybe the people who seem blank and empty hold depths of strength you can’t
imagine.
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It’s an absorbing book, a swiftly-moving story that takes you from person to person and
scene to scene without you noticing the travel. I’m going to read more Jeffrey Lewis
after reading this. 
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Migration Patterns
By Gary Schanbacher
Published by Fulcrum Publishing
ISBN-10: 1555916465
ISBN-13: 9781555916466

Review by Lynn Loper

I don't often read short story collections, and I'm so glad I read
this one. 'Migration Patterns' is a group of stories with
interconnections, not so strong that you lose track of the
individual stories, but strong enough that the stories wouldn't be
as good without them.

They range from the West, a place I don't know enough about, to the Eastern Shore of
Maryland. Watermen, ranchers, criminals, hippies, loners, all sorts of people, their
lives, their thoughts, and their dreams.

I couldn't put it down. I read it in one day - ate it, really - and I'm going to read it again
tomorrow. I can't even decide which one was the best; I liked them all for different
reasons. Read this book!
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Me, Myself & Him
Me, Myself & Him
By E.N Joy
Published by Urban Christian
ISBN-10: 1601629540
ISBN-13: 9781601629548

Review by Lynn Loper

This book was labeled 'Urban Christian Fiction', and it's a genre
with which I'm utterly unfamiliar.

Given that: this is the kind of book you see lining shelves at the
drugstore. It's a factory story. Someplace there's a publishing house that has a box full
of characters. You pick some, then some characteristics out of another box, and some
situations out of yet another, and you mix them all up, and you have a story.

The characters are one-dimensional, the situations are out of soap operas, and there
are a large number of product placements (why wouldn't I be surprised if they're not
from the Corporate Overlord Company that owns the publisher?) in the book. Not
much happens by the last page you couldn't have predicted from the very first.

The religion and theology preached in it are very shallow, but any religion is better than
none, at least to me. But if the religion is the pill in the piece of cheese, the pill is really
big and there's not nearly enough cheese, and what there is, is Velveeta. It's very
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difficult to recommend this.
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Mabinogi
Distributed by Nexon

Review by Jilly Gee

Released earlier this year, Mabinogi is a fairly recent (at least in
North America) free-to-play massively multiplayer online role-
playing game from Nexon, the same company responsible for the

incredibly popular Maple Story; aside from having the same logo appear before the
log-in screen, though, the two are nothing alike.  More like the Harvest Moon series of
farming simulation games than any MMO I can think of, players of Mabinogi can still
live a fulfilling virtual life even without slaughtering numerous spiders, wolves, bears,
and going after insanely hard dungeon bosses.  Not that there aren't any spiders,
wolves, and bears to massacre, or any insanely hard dungeon bosses that will kill you
and your party a few times over.  They're all still there; they're just joined by many
alternate activities.

Encouraging players to live the "fantasy life", players have the freedom to set aside
their battling and work on their life skills, such as cooking, tailoring, music playing,
sheep shearing, wood chopping, and the like.  Just because a player goes the route of
the peaceful life, though, does not mean life becomes easy and boring.  People who
choose to perfect their tailoring, for example, can put ability points into the tailoring skill
and make materials and unique outfits to wear or sell to others.  Requiring much more
dedication and patience than just acquiring the right materials and clicking a button,
players must first weave their raw materials into cloth, which often fails and leaves
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players with less materials to work with, but not more cloth for their efforts.  Even after
the right cloth and the right threads are obtained, a timed sewing mini-game needs to
be completed before the tailor has a finished product.  Similarly, to finally get to the end
product of a cooking experiment, a mixing game needs to be completed.

For those who don't take to the life of domestication, there are of course fields full of
wild creatures for adventurers to take on.  Typically in MMO combat, players fill their
hotkey bars with useful spells and then accustom themselves to a sequence of number
pressing to get battles done.  I usually pay less than half of my attention to those
battles, taking those moments to pop up whispers to friends, but Mabinogi forces me to
at least look at the battle with its rock-paper-scissors scheme.  Every attack has a
counter and players not paying attention to how the enemy is moving and what mode it
is in currently could very well have their attack nullified and their bodies knocked back.
 This makes for a harder, yet more exciting battle.  Fans of boring button clicking need
not feel left out; there is a less thought-intensive, less effective auto-attack feature,
which will probably be useless against bosses, but great for low level monsters that
you just want to plow through.

I am really more of a reader than a gamer, so I usually take to adventure games more
than any other type.  Point and click games, visual novels; those are are what make
me feel at home in front of a screen.  To be able to read long descriptions of various
things in the world and pick at the minds of non-player characters on many things of
unimportance is where the real fun is for me.  I can't click on just any old thing in
Mabinogi and get an interesting description, but I can get detailed information on what
NPC's are thinking using the game's keyword system.  When speaking with
characters, sometimes a keyword will be recorded in the traveler's diary, which allows
the player to approach other NPC's and ask about that keyword.  Ample hints are given
on which characters should be approached with which keywords to advance the story,
so the more goal-oriented players won't get frustrated searching for the right person.

To advance their characters, players are not just limited to completing quests and
slaying monsters, so those who devote themselves to a life of peace can still level up.
 Almost every NPC has a part-time job to offer, a timed quest in and of itself, which has
the usual rewards of money and experience points.  The jobs start off very simple,
usually turning the player in to some kind of courier service and eventually working
their way up into a production service.  Get paid and advance tailoring skills at the
same time with a job from the clothing shop!

As much fun as I find all the atypical activities in Mabinogi to be, I only play this game
on and off and have been doing that since closed beta.  The reason I treat this as my
"secondary" MMO is that it is much too hardcore for me.  The huge experience loss
upon death, the possibility of item loss, the excessive amount of grinding needed to be
able to afford the pretty outfit at a ridiculous price of millions of gold from the NPC are
all too much for me and my impatience.  Combat against anything other than dungeon
bosses yield very little reward, certainly not enough to be able to afford even a hat
should I spent all night killing them; actually, even if I spent all night killing the dungeon
boss, I still wouldn't be able to afford accessories as the rewards are paltry in
comparison to item costs.  Even completing life tasks is hardcore, with inventory space
being very limited, requiring lots of running all over the place to gather and put down
materials and tools, and having to gather more materials when a failed production
attempt results in lost materials.  There are people who are not satisfied and having
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fun unless they are challenged by all these harsh requirements and this game was
built with them in mind.  Me, I'll be spending the bulk of my virtual life where the bears
and wolves drop so much junk I can just live comfortably off of the sale of their
carcasses to NPC's.
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Kiss All the Boys vol. 2
Story and Art: Shiuko Kano
Published by the Deux Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 193449626x
ISBN-13: 978-1934496268

Review by Kris

Tetsuo Atarashi is in need of some people skills. We learned that
in the first volume, but this fact is hit home in this volume. Michiro
Enomoto has finally confessed, after years and years of
friendship. Thinking that Tetsuo was asleep, those three words
slipped from his lips. We know that Tetsuo was actually awake.

Michiro likes to blame Keiichi Momoyama for forcing his hand to confess, but it was
bound to come out eventually. Tetsuo is one who is unforgiving, uncaring, and an all
around creep. He leaves Michiro's after an argument. Tetsuo decides that he needs a
little payback for the betrayal he feels; so, instead of going home he goes to
Momoyama's. Tetsuo pretty much gets out of others what he wants and then moves
on. This is what he does to poor Momoyama. He sleeps with him out of spite for
Michiro and doesn't think of Momoyama's feelings.

Tetsuo approaches Michiro to tell him that he's quitting due to his writers block. Michiro
informs Tetsuo that he's gotten another job at another company so he'll no longer be
Tetsuo's editor. Tetsuo decides to continue at his current magazine, but as a final
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goodbye lets Michiro know that the night that Michiro came onto him he ended up
sleeping with Momoyama.

Mr. Jerk, I mean Tetsuo, runs into Tamaki, Haruka's flame. By this point, Tetsuo has
pretty much realized that he's a creep and tries to convince Tamaki of that fact. While
talking with Tamaki, Momoyama approaches Tetsuo. He's looking forward to a night of
hot, sweaty passion, but Tetsuo cuts him down and stomps all over Momoyama's
hopes. Tetsuo is hoping that Tamaki will see that he's just a first-class prick. Tetsuo
can't deal with his own situations, what makes him think that he is someone Tamaki
can rely on.

Haruka wants to get to the bottom of why Uncle Michi is no longer working with Tetsuo.
After seducing (sort of) Tetsuo's new editor he finds out that Michiro's unrequited
feelings are for his father. The man that Haruka has always looked up to and admired
was in love with his father? Haruka is well aware of how big a jerk Tetsuo is, and he
can't seem to figure out why Uncle Michi feels that way about his father. But Haruka is
more upset with the fact that Uncle Michi didn't confide in him.

There are winds of change in Kiss All the Boys vol. 2 leading to the explosive
climax (I assume it'll be explosive) in volume three.

Shiuko Kano-sama continues to amaze me with her beautiful art, rugged manly-men,
and gripping storytelling. This volume has just heaped on more intensity and it is going
to take all self-control I possess to be patient for the third volume (which doesn't come
out until October). I have truly been drawn into this story and I can't get enough. I've
read these two volumes numerous times, and I'm pretty sure that I'm going to read
them over and over again into the future.

I have to say that Michiro's hair gets an upgrade from the crazy spiky do that he has.
It's nice to see that Tetsuo is starting to realize that what goes around comes around,
and I'm pretty sure we'll see more of that in the next volume. Haruka is unrelenting in
his pursuing of Tamaki, who is starting to become a little more interested in sex. But it
seems that Tamaki might be interested in someone who isn't Haruka. That fact has me
a little worried because in this volume you see who that someone might be. Couplings
are starting to be a little more visible but it's still anyone's guess. I was hoping for a
Tetsuo/Momoyama pairing, but from this point in the story it looks pretty unlikely.

Thanks to the fact that Deux Press has licensed several Shiuko Kano-sama's they
have quickly become one of my favorite yaoi publishers. They may not have dust
jackets or full color front pages, but what they do have is a quality product. The printing
materials are of a higher quality and their translations are done well because the
stories move smoothly without any awkwardness. They translate the sound effects and
asides and keep the original kanji and kana characters intact, but it is done in a way
that doesn't make the panels look messy. Deux Press allows the manga do the talking,
not the bells and whistles.

Be sure to catch my review of Kiss All the Boys vol. 1, or you can read J LHLS's
own I-hsiu Lin's review. I definitely recommend this series to all yaoi fans and Shiuko
Kano-sama fans. You are in for a great read full of humor and beautiful art.

http://manicaboutmanga.blogspot.com/2008/08/kiss-all-boys-vol1-by-shiuko-kano.html
http://liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000963.htm
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Otakon convention report, part 2

Report by Linda Yau

Once again, the next day on Saturday- August 9, I woke up pretty early. There was
something to do though. I was waiting for autographs, and had to complete an
individual photo shoot of I-hsiu's cosplay outfit for the day. We decided to meet at the
autograph session of Kazuko Tadano and Hiromi Matsushita, about an hour and half in
advance.

Lines are issues for all conventions and, Otakon was notorious for having huge lines.
As a con goer, there are several choices, get an express ticket or get to an autograph
session early. Staff will cut off lines, so autograph seekers are held in lines, like cattle
(the analogy fits!) This also is ample opportunity to meet fellow anime fans, and chat
about things.

Now consider this scenario as another analogy, the line to the lone Starbucks kiosk in
the convention center.

http://liheliso.org/
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Jumping again... back to the autograph line and waiting for Mr. Tadano and Ms.
Matsuhita's autograph session, once again - they manage to please fans. There was a
raffle for ten lucky fans to get personalized sketches from the artists themselves; I-hsiu
was lucky to get one. After this autograph session was over - I heard from I-hsiu that
the Bandai booth from the Dealer’s room was giving 100 free express tickets for JAM
Project's autographs, so I ran down and was the third to last person to get the elusive
ticket.

I spent some time in the Dealers room, before making an attempt to go to the Artist
Alley, to which I got lost trying to find the location. The Alley's entrance was apparently
next to the exit door of the Dealer's Room, and at first I walked past it. I did eventually
find my way to the Artist Alley, and was happy to get several new things from fan
artists themselves.

I then decided to go back up to the autograph location, to wait for Kappaei
Yamaguchi's line. Seeing that I was quite early, there was time for JAM Project's first
autograph session. I went, and it was rather exciting really. I was pretty happy to shake
the hands of each JAM Project member. With the assistance of an interpreter, I tried to
speak with each of the member. This was some memorable highlights for me, Ms. Okui
actually reacted, as I gave her my Slayers the Best from TV/Radio CD booklet to sign. I
also complimented Mr. Fukuyama on his solo for Angel Voice from the concert. Once
again, there wasn't any photography allowed, because there were just too many
people. I was among the first five people in the line to get my things autographed.

Afterwards, I rushed back out in the same area to wait in the pre-line to Kappei
Yamaguchi's autograph line. It was quite a long wait that basically felt for me, akin to
waiting around NYC's MTA rush hour. The line and crowd formed around me. During
this time, I made the acquaintance of several convention goers, and as the hour came
for Mr. Yamaguchi's session began, I quickly made the acquaintance of an Otakon
staff monitoring the line, who disclosed his worst fear of being trampled by a mob of
raging fans. I had also casually mentioned the possibility of shoes being weapons. This
is a fact that I overheard earlier, from another con goer.
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I was quite ecstatic, when I got to be in the line that got to get Mr. Yamaguchi's
autograph... it was a definite deja-vu feeling dream. As he signed a specific pencil
board, I impulsively decide to gave him a fanart print that I purchased a little earlier. I-
hsiu made it to the line slightly later, and I tried to get her item autographed as well, but
Otakon staff was pretty strict, so I wasn't able to.

I made it out of the room, and I went to speak with her, and she gave me the task of
rushing downstairs to the Dealer room, where the JAM Project was doing another
autograph session. Mr. Kageyama actually asked where I got the cd for him to sign.
Now prior to the convention, I had made a last minute trip to Asahiya Japanese
Bookstore to pick up two imported cds: of One Piece for Mr. Kitadani to sign personally
for me, and a JAM Project cd for I-hsiu. Now at the con, he asked these two questions,
whether it was a DVD or did was the cd purchased from Amazon. When I mentioned
Asahiya Bookstores, he was really surprised. Then as I saw Ms. Okui again, I got over
my nerve to say to her that I really love her work. She couldn't really speak English, so
I was speaking with some scattered Japanese vocabulary. Seeing her wasn't as bad as
my previous experience meeting Ms. Mamiko Noto in Otakon 2007.

Afterwards I hung around the dealer room some more, I spoke with various anime
distribution companies there, such as Media Blasters. I had introduced myself to the
various press dealers that supplied JLHLS with published works, thanking them for
their support for the Journal. These press include, Aurora Press, Luv Luv, and Yaoi
Press. I even had a short nice conversation with Peter S. Beagle. I wished I had
thought to take a photo of Mr. Beagle, but that wasn't the case, as 6PM, heralded the
closing of the Dealer’s Room.

These are pictures of cosplayers I took, during the day:

http://korilin.deviantart.com/art/OP-Friends-Under-the-Sun-85605613
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I can say that by the time the afternoon ended. I barely made it out of the convention
center, rested in the Press Relations office for a few minutes. My feet felt like they
would have fallen off, so I took a $5 cab ride back to the hotel, which was two blocks
over and five blocks up.

I bumped into a high school acquaintance who was a dealer at the convention, I saw
him at the Dealers room, so I was equally surprised that we were staying in the same
hotel. We made some plans to meet up again to attend the Saturday Night Fan
Parodies, with his crowd. The event was quite packed, so I stayed for an hour
watching an old Evangelion parody, it reminded me of an old high school experience
with my Japanese Animation club.
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After the parody ended for that particular title, I decided to head over to where my
weekend roommates were, they were attending the Rave. I decided to not attend the
Rave, so I headed back to the hotel, with a roommate, and then stayed up late
speaking with them about random things.

When Sunday morning rolled around, I was pretty exhausted, but I got up early, and
decided to go to the Dealer's Room with another weekend roommate. Check-out time
from the Tremont is at 12 noon, so I packed up my stuff, and brought my luggage
downstairs to be held by the hotel, until the afternoon. After a morning run over to
Starbucks, my roommate, and I walked down to the convention center.

It was interesting, since we were both staring at the crowded line to the dealer's room
on a Sunday morning. I didn't have much of anything else to do, so I was at the
Dealer's room for a little bit, and then walked upstairs for Masao Maruyama's
autograph session. That went smoothly, and something occurred afterwards that had
me flustered for a short time. It appeared that I dropped my cell phone, so I met up with
my friend who drove down from New York with me, and we had lunch together. During
lunch at California Tortilla, I received news that my phone had been located, so I went
back, and from there, we met our other driving buddies, and made the trek back up to
New York.

These are some photos I took on the last day:
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Post conference, I went back to work on Monday, and for the following four days I felt
like I was jet lagged. Somehow through those exhausted feeling days, I made
reservations for hotel for next year's Otakon. Hotel space gets eaten up quite quickly
though; still another year to wait for Otakon.

Thus, this ends my con report for Otakon 2008.

Replies: 1 Comment

Great report Linda! Nice pictures and it explained what the convention was like, have a
good time next year.

Aleksey
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Posted by Aleksey @ 09/04/2008 07:43 PM PST

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


Archived Entry - 08/23/2008: "Con Report: Otakon 2008 - Part 2"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000990.htm[4/27/2019 2:47:53 PM]

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 08/23/2008: "Josei Review: Pretty Poison"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000989.htm[4/27/2019 2:47:57 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Yaoi review: Kiss Blue, volume 1"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Con
Report: Otakon 2008 - Part 2"]

08/23/2008 Archived Entry: "Josei Review: Pretty Poison"

Pretty Poison
Story and Art: Yutta Narukami
Published by the Luv Luv Press Imprint of Aurora Publishing, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1934496383
ISBN-13: 978-1934496381

Review by Kris

Riyako is a gorgeous 20-year-old office worker. Her dream is to
one day marry the man of her dreams, settle down, and start a
family. She thought she had found that in Nobuki. Sadly, Nobuki
was cheating on her. While she was in a vulnerable state, she
met Shogo, a handsome young guy. In a moment of weakness

she ended up sleeping with him. Riyako wanted to move on and spend some time
being a single gal, but Shogo seemed to want to start something. No matter how hard
Shogo tried to meet up with Riyako, and how hard Riyako tried to avoid Shogo, they
seemed to be drawn to one another.

One day while Riyako was on her lunch break, she happened to spot Shogo. To do a
little investigating she overheard Shogo talking with someone, and that someone
happened to be Riyako’s ex, Nobuki. How long had Shogo and Nobuki known each
other? Will Riyako be able to unearth the secret? She knows that Shogo is as
dangerous as poison, but can’t seem to keep herself away.

There is also a short one-shot called “Yuji Scores.” Chisa and Yuji have been dating

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781934496381
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781934496381
http://www.luvluv-press.com/
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since high school. These days Yuji is playing soccer professionally. Yuji is ready to
take their relationship to the next level. He proposes to Chisa. Chisa is ecstatic! She
can’t wait to be a bride. But with peer pressure from co-workers and friends, will Chisa
continue her relationship with Yuji, or will her friends succeed in convincing her that
she’s too young?

I must say “Brava!” to Luv Luv Press for releasing Pretty Poison. I’ve read all of their
releases (they only come out every other month so keeping on top of the releases
aren’t too hard) and this one out shines all of the others. The only other release that
features two stories in the volume is Real Love by Mitsuki Oda. The other titles are
all one-shots that seem to rush the story to get to the sex. I realize that the story starts
off with sex immediately (“Yuji Scores” also starts off in bed) but we have the
opportunity to build up some tension and actually have a story. The art is very well
done and is detailed but not overdone. In many romance stories we constantly see the
main character looking for love. While initially Riyako is looking for love, she works on
being able to stand on her own two feet.

Josei titles are a great read if you want to read something on the spicier side of manga
but you aren’t into the homosexual nature of yaoi and want to read something written
for women. Luv Luv Press is the only josei publisher here in the states. Chances are
that if there is a large enough demand for these types of books, more publishers will be
formed.

Linda Yau also reviewed Pretty Poison. Feel free to check it out! Luv Luv Press has
raised their bar with Pretty Poison and I am looking forward to more plot driven titles
from them. I’m not knocking their other titles, but in comparison to this work, the other
books are somewhat mediocre. Keep it up (no pun intended, get your minds out of the
gutter… oh, never mind) Luv Luv, I have high hopes for you!
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Kiss Blue, volume 1
By Keiko Kinoshita
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc
Preview available on DMP's webcomics site: eManga

Review by Ryes

Wow! Kris and I couldn't have had more different reactions.

Tomosaka is in love with Noda, his best friend. He can't let on
about it though, because Noda is a regular Casanova and really
loves his women. I'll admit that the storyline is as old as the
universe, but Keiko Kinoshita's execution is damn near flawless.

Before Kiss Blue, I'd read only one other work by Kinoshita. You & Harujion didn't
strike me as particularly memorable, but I liked her efforts and Kiss Blue sounded like
just the book for me.

Kinoshita's art reminds me of Honami Yukine's (another artist I love), except that
Yukine's characters are much prettier. Kinoshita's characters look very ordinary and I
guess I like that about them. Her lines are rarely solid and very skritchy, like she's
drawing them in a rush, but the attention to details tells me that isn't the case. The
characters are very expressive, and I love every one of their expressions. I love
Tomosaka's embarrassed expression, his sleepless and tired expression, his frustrated
expression, his I'm-going-to-murder-you expression.

http://www.powells.com/biblio/1-9781569707166-0
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/biblio/1-9781569707166-0
http://www.junemanga.com/
http://www.emanga.com/books/Kiss_Blue_Vol_1
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The style works well with the understated and subdued tone of the book. There isn't
any in-your-face angst and long, rousing confessions. There wouldn't be anyway,
because it doesn't fit Tomosaka or Noda's personalities. The book is mostly just the
two of them going about their everyday activities—Tomosaka's school, his job, etc.—
with one teeny life-threatening event. Tomosaka doesn't often say straight out what
he's thinking, and you mostly glean his thoughts through his posture or his facial
expressions. The sparse narrative worked well, especially with Kinoshita's attention to
detail in her art.

I love that Kinoshita focused more on their friendship than just rushing into the whole
unrequited love issue. She developed their existing relationship first and that makes
Tomosaka's love all the more moving. Tomosaka and Noda are like all best friends.
They borrow things from each other, they eat out together, they barge into each other's
rooms without knocking. In one scene, they're joking about Tomosaka taking a dump.
It's pretty nasty and I was laughing at them for it, but the point is that they are very
close and there's virtually no secrets between them. Well... except for Tomosaka's
unrequited love, but you can't blame him for wanting to keep that under wraps.

Tomosaka is a wonderful main character and Kinoshita makes it so easy to relate to
him. It's heartbreaking to watch him struggle with his crush when Noda is joking about
two-timing his girlfriend. He knows how hopeless his situation looks. And he flies into a
panic when he realizes that he's so transparent his boss at his part-time job knows
exactly what's going on. He's too easy to read, so he has to distance himself from
Noda to make sure his best friend doesn't also read him as easily as his boss.

All except for the last chapter is in Tomosaka's narrative. In fact, the POV shift threw
me for a loop, but if nothing, it made me want to read the second volume even more.
Noda is just as appealing to me as Tomosaka, and it's funny how he's falling for
Tomosaka but doesn't realize it.

When they're eating together with their friends one afternoon, one of the guys asks
Noda what he likes best about a woman. It's such a subtle detail, but he sees
Tomosaka handling a pair of chopsticks and says, "Wrists." And Tomosaka in turn
wears a new watch the next day that gets Noda noticing and holding Tomosaka's
hand. There's no other way to say it, I love the interaction between the two.

To say I'm looking forward to volume two is an understatement. Kiss Blue is a favorite
that's going to stay in my library forever!
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Caged Slave
By Yuiko Takamura
Illustrations by An Kanae
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

If it weren't for Little Darling, the title of the worst Juné novel so
far would probably go to Caged Slave. It had issues from
characterization to translation and the overall feel that it gave off
was one of a sloppily put together novel. Kris and I came out of
this novel on different sides. You should also check out her
review to make a rounded decision about getting this book!

Tsukasa has been dumped by his lover and he's sitting at a bar in an expensive hotel
brooding. I can't blame him because he made the mistake of dating his boss, and not
only did his boss ditch him for a wealthy heiress, Tsukasa also loses his position in the
company and is demoted.

At the bar, he catches the eyes of a rich man and the man leaves Tsukasa a room
number. They have sex all night long and the mysterious man schedules to meet with
Tsukasa the same time next week but doesn't reveal his name. Tsukasa quickly falls in
love with the stranger over the course of their meetings.

Meanwhile, changes are being made back at Tsukasa's company. The company owner

http://www.powells.com/biblio/1-9781569707357-0
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/biblio/1-9781569707357-0
http://www.junemanga.com/
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has just created a new position and hires a very famous man to fill that role. Guess
who it is. Just take a wild shot.

To start with the minor issues, the dirty talk really needs to step it up a notch. There is
a lot of dirty talk (on the mysterious man's part, Tsukasa mostly moans and protests)
but it's either clumsily translated or it just really is that bad. The mysterious man (MM)
goes on and on about how sensitive Tsukasa is—all the while, Tsukasa is protesting,
"No! No!"—and in one instance he forces Tsukasa to say, "Please punish me."

Here you will also find some of the most awful sex scenes ever. At one point, they
mention that Tsukasa was oozing so much fluid it was like piss leaking out of a little
boy's penis. No words for my reaction at this point.

But the more pressing issues are the way the romance and the characterizations are
dealt with. The romance has way too much of a rushed feel to it. Tsukasa falls in love
with MM because MM has been the only one so far to make him enjoy anal sex. There
it is. That's the reason. MM, on the other hand, isn't smitten because of the sex. He
actually likes Tsukasa's personality. I find that so unbelievable because there is not a
person with a more boring personality than Tsukasa.

Tsukasa basically has only three emotions: happiness, shame, and confusion. When
he's thinking about MM, he's happy, embarrassed by the memories, and
confused. When he's having sex, he's ashamed of his reactions, and confused
about why he is enjoying anal sex. When MM is confessing to him, he's confused
about how that's even possible, but happy at the same time.

His speech mostly consists of:

"Huh?"
"Why?"
"What?"
"Wha...?"
"No..."
"N-no."
"What? No."

It's ridiculous how stupid this guy is. He has to have things spelled out four, five, a
million times for him. He also has the worst case of insecurity. He has no confidence
and doubts everything about himself and MM, so much so that he believes every little
thing that other people say about him.

That isn't even the worst of it. Tsukasa is spineless. People push him around, he
doesn't do anything. His ex-boyfriend comes back and screws him over, he just stays
still and takes it. That doesn't change towards the end of the novel. There is absolutely
zero character development.

I don't want to sound so dismissive, but the main problem with this novel can be boiled
down to bad characterization. MM remains too mysterious (and too perfect) and
Tsukasa just never develops.

I can't honestly recommend Caged Slave to anyone.
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Replies: 2 comments

Ryes,

I see we disagree on a lot of things! First on Caged Slave and then on Kiss Blue. I
really liked Caged Slave. I really appreciated the insecurity and self-esteem issues the
main character felt. It is an emotion that I don't see many yaoi characters deal with.
They may have some feelings of self-loathing because they've fallen for another guy,
but Tsukasa's issues stem within himself. As someone who suffers from mental illness,
I was really able to relate to Tsukasa and the way he dealt with everything. You know,
with these disagreements on content, it makes this site that much more interesting.

Kris

Posted by Kris @ 08/20/2008 10:52 AM PST

Hi Kris,

LOL, we're split on this one too. I thought Tsukasa let everything happen to him rather
than actually dealing with anything, which I guess is where I had issues with the book.
But we bring different backgrounds to the books and approach them differently, so
we're bound to disagree some.

I hope we disagree more in the future though. It's way more fun to read a clashing
review than something that reflects my exact opinions!

I'd also like to point out how neglectful I am. I haven't been on the site so long I didn't
know you had a review for this one up! I'll set up a link to it.

Take care,
Ryes

Posted by Ryes @ 08/20/2008 01:04 PM PST
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Sleeping with Money
By Barbara Katagiri
Illustrations by Sakuya Fujii
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Sleeping with Money is a bit different, in a good way, from the
other books in my yaoi collection and that's one of the reasons I
enjoyed it.

Tatsurou is a yakuza who happens to have the worst luck. He's
dirt-poor, he actually has a conscience (that he can't get rid of no

matter how hard he tries), and his yakuza status means virtually nothing in modern
Japan where yakuza are no longer at the top tier of society (they're actually viewed as
scum and more of a drain on society than anything else).

Because of that conscience that he can't get rid of, he fails to collect money from an
old man who once took care of him. He ends up owing his superior several million and
to avoid having one of his fingers chopped off, he accepts the help of a loan shark
named Sagami. But Sagami has an ulterior motive. He's well aware of Tatsurou's
penniless state and doesn't count on ever getting that loan money back. Instead, he
wants Tatsurou to pay it all off with his body.

http://www.powells.com/biblio/1-9781569707388-0
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/biblio/1-9781569707388-0
http://www.junemanga.com/
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The plot made me chuckle (so did some parts of the story, to be honest), but for the
most part, I had fun reading this book. To get the negatives out of the way first, some
of the phrasings and translations were awkward, Tatsurou has a limited vocabulary
range, and the POV shiftings near the middle gave me headaches. However, those
minor things didn't bother me much and I was willing to overlook them since the book
itself was enjoyable.

Tatsurou's status was interesting because it's not every day you come across a
pathetic yakuza. Usually, the yakuza in yaoi are tough and aloof, and Tatsurou is none
of those things. Even if Tatsurou did have the perfect makings of a mob boss, it still
wouldn't matter because the yakuza are losing power in Japan. They don't have that
much influence any more and they're actually afraid of police officers. That beginning,
to me, was interesting enough to keep me reading.

Another source of entertainment would probably be how humorous this book is.
Sleeping with Money is not as angsty as other yaoi works I'm used to, and Katagiri
actually does attempt to make jokes and poke fun at Tatsurou. Tatsurou has an
assistant who is in lust with Tatsurou, which gives rise to some funny dialogues, and
that same assistant models and sells used panties online. The name of Sagami's loan
company made me laugh, and Tatsurou's pathetic situation is a joke itself.

But the major reason I found this book so fun was because I liked the characters. I'm
mostly indifferent towards Sagami, although he does have funny moments during his
possessive, sadistic streaks. I loved Tatsurou as a main character. He's got the right
blend of vulnerability and tough attitude. I think his character suffers from the flaw of
falling in love with Sagami too quickly, but again, I'm willing to ignore that detail when I
like how he's portrayed overall. And I absolutely cannot forget about his assistant,
Hachi. Hachi is like Joey from Friends—dumb but funny and lovable.

Sakuya Fujii's art is a perfect compliment to the novel. I was surprised that the
illustrations didn't have beautiful, willowy characters, but Fujii's style provides the
comedic and exaggerated expressions that match the fun, over-the-top personalities of
Katagiri's characters.

This is one of the better novels released by Juné so far, and I recommend giving this a
try.
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Otakon convention report, part 1

Report by Linda Yau

During the weekend of August 8th - 10th, I attended Otakon's annual convention at the
Baltimore Convention Center (BCC). FYI, Otakon, this year is celebrating its 15th
convention year and is considered to be one of the longest running and largest anime
convention gathering on the east coast. So for the people who wouldn't be able to
attend conventions on the West coast like Anime Expo as our editor Ginger previously
attended, this convention is a possibility. This year their attendance accounted for
26,324 people, a huge jump from their initial 350 attendees.

Technically this is my second year as a con goer and a first year attending as press for
JLHLS and as a 
photographer for Animejutsu.com. Convention going is really exhausting, but greatly
rewarding in the new friendships, and experiencing memorable Otakon events.

Last Thursday, I started out from New York city to Baltimore with a friend driving down
at 10AM, reaching Baltimore around 4PM. I was also in the car with two other guys I
met from Otakon's helpful Ride Central via Bulletin Board. We were in the car for about
six hours, a majority of it being on the highway and New Jersey Turnpike. I always
imagined that traveling down to Baltimore would take four hours, but that is not
factoring my friend stopping, and we made a brief stop one of those rest stops on the
Turnpike with a Pizza Hut. I got to take a picture of my friend's shirt which is really
funny.

http://liheliso.org/
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We reached Baltimore where I checked into the Tremont Plaza Suite Hotel. 
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This is a very nice spacious hotel, but not the hotel to check into if you want to be near
the convention center. The hotel is like two blocks over and five blocks up - location 7
in this year's Otakon hotel map. The plus about this hotel though, are several things -
kitchenette room, spacious surroundings, free Internet via an Ethernet cable (wireless
is free at the lobby). I stayed in this hotel last year, so was able to make reservations at
this location again.

A cozy, undiscovered by Con-goer Starbucks is nearby and a useful Super Fresh
market with many pre-heatable items. Along the route, there is 7-Eleven and
McDonalds. Upon, going to any unfamiliar places, it is useful to point out potential food
sources, so that people won't starve. The only bad thing was that many of these places
were closed quite early.

Let's not forget about the convention though, upon arriving at Baltimore, I checked into
the hotel and went to the BCC to pick up my badge and weekend roommates. I am
unsure of when it occurred, but Thursday has became a big event for con goers, to be
able to pick up badges rivals waiting in line for a hot concert or sporting ticket event.
Baltimore citizens were surprised and wondering as the line for badges begin hours
before the event. Cosplayers were also in full force and I was impressed with the
costumes of many attendees. These are some pictures of the cosplayers I saw on
Thursday:
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Also took a picture of an Otakon's t-shirt from the back - they're pretty cool, so I wish
that can purchase one.

There are some pictures at Flickr or more (including 205 pictures of mine) at Anime
Jutsu.

After a previous night dinner at the California Tortilla, a Mexican dining location, that
felt like the Baltimore version of a New York version of Chipotle, a food location that
serves gourmet burritos. Cheaper also as well.

The convention officially began on Friday, and I attended Q&A panels for most of the
day. My day began early at around 9AM, long before any panels I was interested in
began. I snagged a picture of the line for registration, for people who didn't pre-
register. Later a friend told me, that they waited for two and a half hours, before making

http://www.flickr.com/photos/27767253@N07/sets/72157606749469143/
http://animejutsu.com/
http://animejutsu.com/
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it in the Convention Center, weary and a bit sun burnt.

These are pictures I took while waiting -
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I had decided to stake out Panel 3 as my place to start.

I attended the first panel that featured Kazuko Tadano and Hiromi Matsushita, both are
well known for designing and animating the first two seasons of Sailor Moon. Their
panel was filled with questions from the con goers and the animators themselves. One
story I was surprised by, was when Ms. Matsushita spoke about her experience in
animating the Sailor Moon R movie. They were asked by the company to move into an
old moldy apartment near the studio; worried about the cleanliness of the place. Mr.
Tadano and Ms. Matsuhita went to work exhausted from cleaning the apartment, but
then they were forced to stay longer, therefore this is a bad experience, but it shows a
dedication to their jobs. Ms. Matsuhita was chosen from a group of seven animators to
animate Naoko Takeuchi's difficult manga style. There were some disagreements from
the producer on how short the mini-skirts of the Sailor fukus of the sailor senshi were,
but Ms. Matsuhita wanted the shortness of the skirt to accentuate the height and length
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of the sailor senshi and of this outcome, who is the clear winner? The panel ended with
an elimination round of Jan Ken Pon, (rock paper scissor) with three lucky fans getting
three really nice Japanese gifts from the animators, (two mecha headsets for online
gaming, and an original art tote bag from Ms. Matsuhita's art school).

The next panel was with Peter Fernandez, the original voice from Speed Racer, I only
had the opportunity to listen to half of this panel, as I went to get some substance for
my stomach. I return to the panel to hear him mentioned that he was not the voice
behind the Geico commercial and that there was more opportunities back then, as he
jumped from theater to radio to voice acting. His favorite media medium is the radio.
Mr. Fernandez had also mentioned how grateful he was for being able to be a part of
Speed Racer. There are many support from fans, as Peter Fernandez is a figure that
inspired many other people to later become voice actors.

The third panel was the JAM Project/Lantis, I was up at the front, and expecting this
panel to be of Lantis speaking about the music they produced and JAM Project's
concert schedule and they did. They showed a short clip of J-pop artists/music
commercials and promotion videos. Before the clip began though, I was surprise to see
JAM Project actually appear. It was quite thrilling, because it turns out that they wanted
to take this panel time to formally introduce themselves. Baltimore is their third stop for
their world tour, with Tapei and Brazil being their first and second stops. They were
heading to Seoul, Shanghai, Beijing, Hong Kong, Mexico City, Paris and Barcelona for
the rest of their tour. Otakon is the first time that they have appeared as a collective
group in the United States, with each of them having successful solo careers. The JAM
Project likes to play as much live music as possible to reach out to fans, and there is a
new anime series in the fall where they will sing the opening and ending music to.
Then if it wasn't enough information, the audience, got a short bio of each current JAM
Project member, how long have they been singing Anime songs, what songs were they
known for, how long have they been members of JAM Project, to which Lantis had said
earlier that it is a nearly ten year collaboration. This is some plug in for next year's
anniversary year. So after the band spoke about themselves, the audience got a
chance to ask them questions. I got to ask them a question about how involved are
they going to be in the (annual famous Japanese Anime concert in Tokyo) Animelo,
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and it was really neat, got some nifty fan swag for my question.

Following this panel was the awaited event of the Otakon's opening ceremony, this
year was really neat and packed. Earlier in the year, because of an idea from Otakon,
and the artistic support of Madhouse Productions, there is a specifically produced 90-

second opening, that resembled an parodied crazy anime segment of Hiroko-chan and
Hiroshi-kun's (official Otakon mascots) mad dash to Baltimore Convention Center for

Otakon. Before the opening though, there was a video introduction from Otakon's
2003's music guest, T.M. Revolution. No photography or video for the event.

After this event was Masao Maruyama's panel, to which audience members were
treated to a slew of current or upcoming projects that Madhouse did in various genres.
Previews were shown of the Highlander movie, Redline, Chi's Sweet Home, Kaiba,
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and Alison & Lilia. Then there was Masao Maryama himself. I was able to ask him a
question, after an attempt to get an individual interview didn't work, with his busy
schedule. I asked him this question: Do you read any books and if so, what type of
books do you like to read?

I had my tape recorder with me, so I recorded his answer, unfortunately because of
background noise and distance, some of the transcribing might be a little off.

This is what he answered, via an interpreter, "A lot of things draws his interest, but he
actually tends to read manga. He also reads the newspaper though, he does loves to
read widely. He tries to find things that are interesting, so as he goes to a bookstore, he
looks for things he would potentially like to read and start to read them. But since there
are too many information in society nowadays, he would like to pick up books that can
be of creative interest, this is a great part of him creating projects. As he reads and
sees various things, he feels inspired to work, so this is where new projects begin."

I had felt quite tired from the day of panels, so I decided to end it for going to panel.
Later I went to the JAM Project concert, which was quite good. I wasn't in a good spot
to take good pictures, and the excitement was pretty intense. I met other fans that
traveled quite a far distance to see the guests, so that was pretty neat.

The concert ended with two encores, and this was the song list for what Jam Project
sang during the concert -

1. Rocks
2. Crush Gear Fight
3. No Border (English ver.)
4. Meikyuu no Prisoner
5. Garou - Savior in the Dark
6. Kageyama Hironobu solo - Cha-La Head Cha-La
7. Endoh Masaaki solo - Yuusha-Oh Tanjou
8. Okui Masami solo - Rinbu Revolution
9. Cry for the Earth (acoustic)
10. Little Wing (Fukuyama whistled the opening, acoustic)
11. Fukuyama Yoshiki solo - Angel Voice
12. Kitadani Hiroshi solo - We Are
13. Hagane no Messiah
14. Nageki no Rosario
15. Break Out
16. Victory
17. Gong

Encore
18. Soultaker
19. Skill

One thing to mention, during the events of Friday, fellow JLHLS writer I-hsiu Lin was
with me, as a regular con goer and cosplayer. We are personal acquaintances from
previous Otakon (I met her at Otakon 2007) with also fellow JLHLS writer, Jilly Gee. I
had left some things at her hotel room, so I went back to her place, before making a
trek back to my hotel, where I saw the last half hour of the Olympics opening ceremony
with my roommate. Something to compete for attendance to Otakon - last year's was
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Harry Potter Book 7's debut, and this year was Olympics 2008.

Replies: 2 comments

Hi!,

Posted by name @ 08/31/2008 11:56 PM PST

First part looks good Linda, seems like you had a good time.

Posted by Aleksey @ 09/04/2008 07:32 PM PST
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eat.shop los angeles: the indispensable guide to stylishly unique,
locally owned eating and shopping second edition
Written by Agnes Baddoo
Published by Cabazon Books
ISBN-10: 0-9789588-0-2
ISBN-13: 978-0-9789588-0-0

Review by Kris

Last year I was in Los Angeles to visit a good friend and to attend a concert. This book
would have been great to have. We could have eaten in restaurants that had a local
flair instead of eating at the Hard Rock Café and the Cheesecake Factory (these two
chains have locations here in my hometown).

I've noticed that one of the largest sections in the bookstores I frequent is the travel
books section. Who knows what books they should pick up? There are Fodor's and
The Lonely Planet, just to name a couple. But in my mind the eat.shop guide is
going to be the one I pick out. This guide is a funky, fun, fresh take on the overdone
travel guide.

The book focuses on two aspects of travel. Eating and shopping. Sure, there is a short
list of places to sleep, but we keep the focus on eating and shopping. Each section is
broken down by areas and with each area a map has been provided with the locations
of the restaurants and shops. For example, you have a map of Malibu/Topanga/Santa
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Monica/Brentwood and on the map each restaurant and shop has a numbered dot.
How convenient is that! Each restaurant and shop page has everything you need
provided like type of food served (or wares in the shop), address, phone number, price
range (restaurants only), hours, and other helpful information. Then on the next page
you get a short description of what you can expect to find at the restaurant/shop,
pictures, and a small list of delectable menu items and much lusted after goods to
purchase. I'm grateful for the websites listed on the pages for the shops. Since I wasn't
able to shop at these great places when I was in Los Angeles, at least I can check
them out online.

These pocket-sized guides are so convenient. It's square and compact, the perfect size
to fit in my purse, and I carry a very small purse. After each section there are a couple
of pages for notes. The inside layout is so tastefully understated. The writing is tightly
done and has the perfect amount of humor and information. It really is a classy looking
travel guide. Not only is there a guide for Los Angeles, but you can find other cities like
New York City (read Linda Yau's review of eat.shop nyc), Seattle, New Orleans,
and other cities around the country and even the world. I'm going to be taking a trip to
San Francisco soon and I'll tell you right now that I will be picking up an eat.shop
guide for that beautiful city. Not only should you get eat.shop guides for your
destination city, but if there is an eat.shop guide for your city pick it up. Do your part
to support local businesses, whether you are travelling or just deciding on a place to
eat out in your city. These guides are definitely worth your time and money. They're
like your own personal concierge service that sits on your bookshelf.
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Hate to Love You
Story and art by Makoto Tateno
Published by Deux Press
ISBN-10: 1934496014
ISBN-13: 978-1934496015

Review by I-hsiu Lin

Three estates lie side by side, only separated by a thin river.
However, the tension between them separates the rival families
more then the waters themselves. A ‘Romeo and Juliet’ story with
a boys love twist.

Yuma Kazuki and Masaya Konoe were childhood friends though their families were
rivals in the real estate business world that both are expected to inherit. The roles that
they play are made even more prominent at their elite school, casting them as
competitors in grades and rank. Although Yuma and Masaya are always at odds with
each other, Masaya still sees them as friends along with Akiko Tojoin whose estate lies
to the north of their own. Masaya began to question his friendship with Yuma when he
learns of Yuma and Akiko’s engagement. But Yuma’s only comment to Masaya is a
simple, “I hate you.”

Tateno Makoto's story is mixed with humor and drama…but mostly humor. She
introduces a female side character who is actually likable in the presence of a boys
love story which is pretty rare. Especially since the female Akiko ends up engaged with
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Yuma. However, her influence in the story fades after the first chapter. But then, the
subsequent chapters take us through the stages of their relationship.

Although it’s more of a ‘Romeo and Juliet’ story, the emphasis is not on the rivalry of
the two houses, but more of the opposition between each other. Yuma and Masaya
create their own problems like the moments with Yuma being with other girls, Masaya
being courted by other men and even misunderstandings by both of them not telling
the other everything. However, the problems are not as angsty as other stories by
Tateno and they readily resolve themselves by the end of the chapter.

However, the story questions the meanings in words lovers would say to each other…’I
love you’ or maybe even ‘I hate you.’

Bonus story, ‘You Can’t Call It Love’ is a standalone story about Kyoichi. His beautiful
face lets people admire him from afar but no one bothers to get to know him. He grew
tired of the superficial relationships with his classmates and long to learn more about
another man. A man who looks like his cousin but lives a carefree lifestyle with many
women. The unique premise of this story is Kyoichi’s action that is basically him
stalking another man. However, one thing leads to another and the story ends before
seeing if the relationship really grows into anything serious. But fans can imagine what
happens next.

Tateno’s artwork and storytelling is unique. It’s interesting to know that ‘Hate to Love
You’ was her first BL story. Definitely a must have for Tateno fans.
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The $12 Million Stuffed Shark
By Don Thompson
Published by Palgrave Macmillan

Review by Ginger Mayerson

$12M for a stuffed shark...

But is it art?

So, thank you very much to Palgrave Macmillan for sending us
an advance copy of "The $12 Million Stuffed Shark," subtitled,
"The Curious Economics of Contemporary Art," which a helluvan

understatement.

The book goes a long way to explain how and why the superstar artists and the
superstar galleries, but mainly the superstar auction houses (Sotherbys and Christies
mainly) and the superstar collectors (Charles Saatchi mainly) do such strange things
with money and contemporary art. I can understand the prices for things that have
survived for decades, if not centuries, but $12M for a stuffed shark? And it's not even
the original stuffed shark Damien Hirst bought, had stuffed and put in a case full of
formaldehyde. That shark rotted away so badly it had to be replaced after the sale to
Steve Cohen. I recount these facts calmly, but as I was reading this book, my brain
would occasionally short out: $12 million yankee dollars for a stuffed shark?! WTF?!
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Huh.

Dr. Thompson spent a lot of time down the art world rabbit hole and remained sane
enough to come back to reality and explain it all to us. Basically, the key to
understanding the multimillion dollar art world is understanding branding. The example
he cites that stuck in my mind is a self portrait triptych by Francis Bacon. I'm a big
Francis Bacon fan, so I feel any painting by him is worth a fortune. Well, no, it isn't.
This painting sold for less than if it had been in the collection of a famous collector. So,
here's the deal: Branded Artists + Branded Auction House Sale = obscene amounts of
money changing hands. Branded Artists + Branded Collector + Branded Auction
House Sale = obscene amounts of money squared changing hands.

Now, Francis Bacon was a painter for a long time before he became the Francis Bacon
Brand Painter and he became this over the course of a fairly long, productive career.
Branded collectors started collecting him after he was something of a big deal Brand.
Charles Saatchi has stood this idea on it's head. If Branded Collector C Saatchi comes
to your art school and buys your final project, Art Student A becomes Branded Artist A
and will be an even bigger deal when Saatchi sells whatever he bought at a Branded
Auction House or Branded Gallery or even a private sale. It doesn't even matter what
Saatchi originally paid Artist A; everything Artist A makes will sell like crazy for as long
as the vogue lasts and then again during the resale vogue. Is Artist A an artist on par
with Francis Bacon? Who know and who cares? Saatchi owns his or her work so that
makes that artist's work valuable, whether it's good art or not.

I have this weird idea that there is a difference between what something costs and
what it's worth. Wacky, I know, but there you have it.

See, no one really knows what's good art anymore, they just know what it sold for at
Christies. No one even asks themselves if the work is going to endure and have
meaning to anyone in twenty years. Not even the artists know if they're any good
because they just have to keep cranking out the work to keep their prices up.

And here's where my brain shorts out: That's crazy! An artist is not a factory.

Not so, I read in Dr. Thompson's book, the artist doesn't even have to touch the work,
just sign it. I wonder where Hirst signed the shark? No, now that I think about it, I don't
want to know.

Dr. Thompson does a good job of explaining the economics of the Branded Art World
(BAW) without ever passing judgment on anyone in it. Or very subtly: he does explain
at length that much of the art buying frenzy by billionaires has to do with insecurity and
low self esteem. If almost anyone can walk into the a house and say, "Oh, that's a
Warhol!" with suitable awe, the owner of said Warhol will never have to explain
anything to anyone. One possession sums up his (yes, his, it's mostly men) wealth, his
taste, and his place in the BAW food chain. The BAW collectors never take risks or
waste time on anything that isn't BAW herd-approved. Is that wrong? No, but it is kind
of amusing.

According to Dr. Thompson's numbers, you can make as much if not more money in
art collecting as in stocks for the same investment over the same period of time. It's the
same risk, you have to know or hope you're picking the right investment. Buying stocks
for your retirement seems more sensible to me, but I'm a philistine. And collectors like
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Saatchi, Cohen, and LA's own Eli Broad have rigged the game to some extent by
driving up prices just by tuning art work around for sale after a short time in their
collection. And it's not a sure thing: Dr. Thompson points out that some big ticket art in
the Eighties has lost value over the years. (I wish I could find the passage because I'm
not sure if he mentioned it was Rauchenberg's or Ruscha's work that wasn't selling for
as much anymore. That's a shame because I think very highly of those two artists.) So
even if one is buying what the big boys are buying, there's no guarantee it will be worth
the same jack in a decade. As a child I was told that you should buy art you love living
with and not worry about it's value. Buy stocks and land if you want value and security.

And this is what bothers me about the BAW, and what I think is one of Dr. Thompson's
points: the BAW is selling work that the varnish is barely dry on. Work by kids, really,
and neither the work nor the kid has really proved there's anything to it. Is it art? Does it
have technique? Does it have composition? Does it have lineage? Does it have soul?
Does it have fins? One of these is not the criteria of enduring art. But we are told it is,
and most of us just have a good laugh at that and go on making our own art. Oh, and
kids, don't go into art to make money. If you love art and want money, you'll just break
your heart. And if money is your sole reason for making art, you're a soulless little
bastard, aren't you?

This is a damn fine book. Even without the illustrations in the advance copy, the flow
and wit of the writing kept me on the edge of my seat. Each chapter is very satisfying
and I took my time because it was such an enjoyable read. I think I'm glad my copy did
not have illustrations because I swung between shock, outrage and amusement at the
antics of those crazy BAWsters. I think if I'd seen the dreck these people were paying
hundreds of thousands, if not millions for, my shock and outrage might have
overwhelmed my enjoyment of the humor in the book.

Get your hands on this book because if we have to live around the super rich, we might
as well get some laughs out of some of the super dumb stuff they spend way too much
money on. You can hate Bill Gates all you want, but as far as I know he doesn't buy
dead animals and call it art.

Note: I had a moment at the Hackenblog about this book:

"When an artist becomes branded, the market tends to accept as legitimate whatever
the artist submits. Consider the attraction of a work by Japanese conceptual artist On
Kawara, whose Today series involves painting a date on canvas. Thus the work Nov. 8
1989 (just those letters and numerals, in block white against a black background), in
liquitex on canvas, 26 in _ 36 in (66 cm _ 91 cm), sold for 310,000 GBP in February
2006 at Christie’s auction house in London. Read on
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Mister Mistress, Volume 1 
Story and art by Natsuho Shino
Published by Deux Press
ISBN-10:  1934496294
ISBN-13:  9781934496299

Review by Jilly Gee

Being the only male teenager in the house, Fujimaru Senda is
the only one with feelings lusty and horny enough to reawaken
the incubus that lives there.  Fujimaru, of course, is far from
happy about about having the demonic Rei interfering in his
dreams, and later even his reality, to kiss and feel him up

wherever he pleases.  Or at least, he thinks he's far from happy; what seemed to make
him even less happy than having his sexual fantasies intruded on by a male was
discovering that Rei had been feeling up all the other boys in the school despite having
told Fujimaru that he was the only one who could satisfy him.  Mister Mistress is a
classic case of uke-in-denial, surrounded by a not-so-classic case of a stalker incubus
who can only feed off the sexual energy of males.

Those looking for a more grounded story probably tuned out as soon they heard about
the incubus that lives off the lust of males.  Just in case, though, I should warn any of
those people still reading that the blend of magic and Fujimaru's melodramatic
reactions make for some ridiculous, yet extremely funny, situations.  Ridiculous by
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comparison to something with more of a slice of life flavor, that is; not ridiculous within
the context of this story.  No, in the world of this graphic novel, it makes perfect sense
that Rei would take control of bath bubbles to crawl around the teen's body in
tantalizing ways or give a more tangible (to Fujimaru) form of the tentacle monster from
Fujimaru's succubus doujinshi.

As fun as it is to torture Fujimaru, there is more to the story than just Rei having his
way with him and Fujimaru complaining about it.  There are only some minor hints here
and there, but it seems Rei may just have a secret that limits him to only gaining
energy from males.  Not much focus is given to those hints, disappointing those
looking for a more involved storyline.  Mister Mistress has enough humour and
explicitness for readers just looking to be entertained, but readers looking for deep and
relationships, thoughts, or emotions with which to feel characters' pain and happiness
through, aren't going to find it in this book.
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Pretty Poison 
Story and Art by Yutta Narukami 
Published by Luv Luv Press 
ISBN-10: 1934496383
ISBN-13: 978-1934496381

Review by Linda Yau

Pretty Poison is about Riyako, a woman who dreams of a
happy marriage, but that is shattered when she realizes that her
boyfriend has been stringing her along with two or three other
girls. She finds herself seduced by Shogo, a young man that

results in a night of hot passion. Afterwards though, Riyako realized that Shogo and
her ex-boyfriend might be connected. Shogo turns out to be a passionate problem that
Riyako can't help, but become addicted. Their love affair ensues as problems and
secrets comes back to haunt them.

There's another story following the main story, Yuji Scores and this is a short one-shot
of Chisa with her soccer player fiance, Yuji. He has just proposed to her, so Chisa for
most of the story worried about not being worthy of him. This story is not as explicit as
Pretty Poison, but is cute in its own potential.

Pretty Poison is the most recent release from Luv Luv Press. JLHLS, started to
receive previews from this publisher several months ago. I have to say of the few
books I have read from this publisher, this is the one that I like the most. Somehow the
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art and story got to me, with the broody dark guy made me feel shivery. I was also
intrigued by the presence of a flower thong underwear that the females seem to wear.
Many of the graphic novels I read does deal with homosexual pairing, but I feel that
with the possibility of there being made available graphic novels with hetero pairings,
then there is some niche for the females that doesn't want the gay pairings.
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My One Hundred Adventures
Written by Polly Horvath
Published by Schwartz & Wade Books, imprint of Random House
Children's Books
ISBN-10:  0375845828
ISBN-13:  9780375845826

Review by Jilly Gee

Jane Fielding is content, living in the beach house with just her
three siblings and her mother; or at least, she was content before
she turned twelve and realized she could pray for things in
church.  Feeling a strong desire for something different this

summer from their normal beach activities, she prays for adventures, one hundred of
them.

Although there aren't a hundred of them, she is delivered many exciting adventures
that summer.  Or rather, many exciting misadventures.  Jane goes on the hot air
balloon ride she so desperately wants, though the balloon is a hijacked one from which
she was forced to toss bibles.  She helps Nellie Phipps look for a transparent portal to
the future, though the portal is really just part of a hoax by a fortune teller.  Surrounded
by adults who fail to see the simplest of logic that this child can, adults who seem
largely incompetent by comparison, Jane's optimism and trust is stretched to the limit,
almost causing her to lose the innocence and charm that she started the summer with.
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 Still, she manages to dig out a positive thought, even when it seems everything she
has known and loved is crumbling.  She even thinks in dismay about the rest of the
adventures that have not yet come, despite the fact that the ones she has had so far
have brought her nothing but trouble.

Taking place during the freedom of summer, uninhibited by social structures such as
school, on the shore relatively far away from town, the atmosphere has a surreal
feeling to it.  Jane may be twelve years old, but the voice she speaks to readers with is
nothing like one.  Perhaps she inherited the poetic talents of her mother or perhaps
these are really the thoughts of an older Jane, looking back.  Whatever the case may
be, Jane's words, the fantastical imagery she uses to describe her reality, are beautiful,
evoking in readers' imaginations the dreamy haze with which to view her world
through.
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Wild Raspberries
By Jane Davitt
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

I always beg to review Jane Davitt's work, and I haven't been
disappointed yet.

In 'Wild Raspberries' she takes two cliches (young runaway
working his way across country to an uncertain destination; ex-
Black-Ops guy hiding inside a bitter shell) and makes them work
for her. Dan is hungry and scared when he stumbles across

Tyler's secret raspberry garden. By the end of the book, Tyler and Dan are working
their way into each other's hearts, and you believe it.

Davitt makes no mistakes with these characters, and fills the rest of the story with
enough details to make it swing. And the sex isn't the kind you can cover with a "Then
they did sex'; it's part of the story, one of the nicer parts, which you can't always say
about m/m erotica.

Read 'Wild Raspberries' – heck, read anything she writes!
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Replies: 1 Comment

Thank you so much for reviewing 'Wild Raspberries'! I'm glad you enjoyed it. It was a
lot of fun to write -- and there's a sequel planned as I don't want to say goodbye to
Tyler and Dan just yet.

Posted by Jane Davitt @ 08/13/2008 10:16 AM PST
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Empty Graves: A Murphy's Lore After Hours Collection, Volume 2
By Patrick Thomas
Padwolf Publishing, 2008

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

A famous comedian once said upon his deathbed, "Dying is
easy, comedy is hard". Well, according to the dozen zombie tales
assembled in this slender volume, dying is the easy part. It's what
comes after that's hard, upon the living and the dead, especially
when the dead come back as zombies. But seriously, folks,
Patrick Thomas is one of my favorite living authors, a talented
local boy who knows how to mix horror with comedy even better

than Stephen King. Now if only he were as popular as Stephen King, he'd be a best
selling author. He might also be able to get his books decently proofread before they're
released.

But that's a minor drawback, easily forgiven in this collection of whimsical fables from
the mythical bar known as Bulfinche's Pub, located somewhere in New York City,
where a human bartender named John Murphy writes about the regular customers and
the staff, whose names are legend, or soon shall be. Those of you who are already
acquainted with the world of Murphy's Lore will recognize the starring characters in
each story. I'll just highlight my favorites.

http://padwolf.com/egraves.htm
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"A Bullet for the Dead" features Soul for Hire Vince Argus, the Devil's Hitman, who
takes contracts out on people who deserve it; murderers, rapists, child molesters,
anybody who's broken the law and gotten away with it because of money and
influence, or because they're too clever to be caught and the cops have no proof.
Having sold his soul to the Devil for the ability to avenge his murdered family, Argus
never misses his target. But even he finds it a challenge to kill someone who's already
dead, when he discovers that Jacob McMillian, the low-level loan shark he's been
hired to kill by the grieving widow of his victim, has had a voodoo spell put on him that
makes him immune to bullets, knives, and plain brute force. If you shoot him in the
head, he just plucks out the bullet. If you spray him with armor-piercing bullets from a
distance, his spattered remains just flow together like mercury and rejoin, right down to
the tiniest spots of blood. Even punching him in the gut only makes him grunt, and the
effect on the puncher is like hitting a brick wall. Not to mention his unpleasant habit of
eating people who try to kill him. As he tells Argus, "That's the one drawback of being a
zombie—the damn hunger for human flesh, but I can live with that. Or not live with it,
as is the case." Yep, Vince definitely finds it a challenge to stop this dead man from
walking. But he does, in a way that will make you stop, think and shudder every time
you pass a group of construction workers laying a concrete sidewalk, especially if the
cement is pink.

One of the funniest stories, "Give Me Love", stars my favorite mortal bartender John
Murphy and Moni the Lasa, or Graveyard Angel. She's not really an angel; Lasa are
minor pagan deities, black-winged guardians of the dead who've been around "since
before the Roman Empire conquered their first neighbor", according to Moni. Most of
those stone angels you see in the cemetery standing vigil over a grave are really Lasa.
They're supposed to live in cemeteries, but since Moni is half human on her father's
side (he owns a funeral home; I guess he met his wife during business hours), she
lives more conventionally in an apartment she rents from Mr. Hex, the magi who can
perform any magic (more about him later). When she finds out that someone has
opened a brothel stocked with dead women, she needs a man to help her infiltrate the
necrophilic cathouse, and Murphy is kind enough to volunteer. At first dead jokes fly
faster than Moni's feathers in a stiff breeze (like "Right, Murphy, I bet yer date is drop
dead gorgeous," says his boss Paddy, the leprechaun who owns Bulfinches' Pub), but
when it turns out that the dead prostitutes are equipped with charmed necklaces that
not only make them "livelier" during intercourse, but enables their pimp to order them
to kill any customer who gets too inquisitive, then it's not so funny. At least not to
Murphy; I was pretty tickled reading about him running around a canopied bed trying to
get away from a zombie hooker, while Moni keeps trying to stop her and getting thrown
like a cowgirl from a bucking bronco.

Now I have to mention Patrick Thomas' bad habit of sprinkling his stories with spelling
and grammatical errors. I found most of them in this story alone. Little things like
"you're" for "your" ("So you figure you're fiancée would be happier if you kept your
liaisons limited to the dead?"), confusing misspellings, not indicating who is saying
what at the beginning of a long paragraph, one that would leave the speaker breathless
if said out loud due to the lack of pauses indicated by commas. Not to mention
forgetting little details mentioned earlier, like a gory description of a demon-possessed
baby in "The Hand That Rocks The Grave", starring Mr. Hex, that slays one of her
caretakers and eats part of her brain, then rips off one of her arms to use as a club,
only to end up fleeing in the body of the dead woman after the baby's body is burned
by Hex, who does mention that a woman missing half her brain is sure to stand out, but
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forgets to mention she is also missing an arm.

I hate to quibble over such things, but damn it, I'm a Virgo, and I hate seeing even the
smallest flaws in a written work of fiction that I enjoy so much. I'm also a Catholic
school survivor, and I've had good grammar drilled into me by a series of nuns
determined to make sure that my parents' Spanish accents were not passed on to their
Nuyorican offspring. Patrick is Irish, so I'm guessing that he probably survived Catholic
school too. So how come you can't double-check your spelling and grammar before
you publish your stories, Patrick? At least use the Spell-check function on your
computer, for God's sake! Or have someone else read the manuscript for you and
circle the errors with a red pen, so you'll know where to retype. Hell, I'd do it for you
myself if I wasn't so busy with my own writing! Don't hate me for being honest about
your literary shortcomings; you know I do it out of love. But in the future, please,
please, PLEASE hire a proofreader before you let your brainchildren out to play! Kids
with messy hair, wrinkled clothing and unzipped pants look like their mother doesn't
care, and I'm sure you care very much about your stories and the impression they
make upon new readers.

Now that I got that off my chest, let me go on praising Caesar instead of burying him. If
"Give Me Love" is one of the funniest stories, "The Zombie of Orge Rock" is one of the
saddest, and the hardest to read. At least it was for me. It's about Terrorbelle, the half-
orge, half-pixie gal, one of the regulars at Bulfinches'. I knew about her sad past from
Patrick's other books, how she was raped as a child by one of the soldiers of Thandau,
the tyrant who took over Faerie until he was overthrown by Queen Mab's rebel army,
led by the Daemor, an elite corp of female warriors. But "The Zombie of Orge Rock"
goes into explicit detail about that terrible day when Belle and her mother were taken
captive. Turns out it wasn't one soldier who raped eleven-year-old Belle, it was seven
of them, and they raped her mother too. Not satisfied with brutalizing a mother and a
child, they kill Belle's mother and resurrect her as a zombie, on Thandau's orders.
Seems he needs ogres to turn into zombies as a secret weapon. But this is one
weapon that turns on its wielder, as Belle's zombified mother proves that a mother's
love is stronger than death.

It was much pleasanter reading about Terrorbelle as an adult in NYC, when she meets
"Zombielicious", a zombie making a "living" as an internet stripper. She has her very
own website, where she strips and talks dirty for necrophiliacs. "I get ten bucks a
minute for the first five and five a minute after that, sometimes from up to a dozen guys
at a time. For a monthly fee, they can join the Zombielicious Fan Club and download
pictures and old videos," she explains to Belle at a coffee shop over a cup of coffee
and a raw hamburger. Zombies need to eat raw meat to sustain themselves, but it
doesn't have to be human meat, thank God. Zombielicious, or Maya, her given name,
has a very pale complexion, which is a good thing in a zombie with a soul like she is,
because only zombies who eat human flesh have rosy cheeks. Unfortunately she also
has a jealous husband, the same one who raised her from the dead the same day she
died, and when he finds out she's been screwing his brother on the side he tries to kill
her for real. That's where Belle comes in, along with a couple of New York's Finest, a
skeptical EMT, and a few hundred zombified rats that Maya's husband also raised. You
have to read it to believe it. Murphy would have had a ball with all the puns he could
have made regarding Zombielicious and her lifestyle. Or should that be deathstyle?

All of Patrick's stories bear his unmistakable style of writing, errors and all, whether
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they're funny, sad, or just plain horrific, like "Buried Treasure" about the Goddess
Nemesis in her modern guise seeing that a former Hutu soldier who's overly fond of
using his machete pays for all the Tutsis he murdered during the Rwandan Civil War,
as well as all the others he killed afterwards. "Zombie and Spice" aroused both pity and
terror in me as Department of Mystic Affairs Agent Karver was forced to confront the
zombified body of a little girl he murdered while he was possessed by the seriel
demon, after the creep who's stalking her mother resurrects her as a demented
present. But the saddest story of all, the one that actually brought tears to my eyes,
was the last one, "I Regret That I Only Have One Death To Give For My Country",
where Uncle Sam is rescued by the heroic dead at Arlington National Cemetery, after a
traitor spills the blood of the great American icon upon the graves of the soldiers.

Patrick, I don't know if you've ever served in the armed forces, but you have truly given
your all for God and country in these stories. So I salute you, and the ideals you
champion in this cynical age. Hope and Happiness never die at Bulfinch's Pub; neither
do Generosity, Faith, Love, Compassion, and all the other fundamental things that
apply as time goes by. Dusty, worn and half-forgotten though these virtues are, they're
still priceless to those of us who honor them by practicing them as well as advocating
them. Something our esteemed candidates for office would do well to remember as
election time draws near.

To order this book and any other in the Murphy's Lore series, go to www.padwolf.com
or www.murphys-lore.com.
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Millennium Darling 2006
Story and Art: Maki Naruto
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-031-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-031-0

Review by Kris

I am the type of person who doesn't like to start reading books in
the middle of a series. I tried it once and I was so confused that I
vowed I would never do it again. Unfortunately, with
Millennium Darling 2006 I didn't have that luxury. The

previous seven volumes of Millennium Darling (known as Seikimatsu Darling
in Japan) haven't been licensed here in the States. For me to be able to grasp the plot
and get a handle on the characters I had to read it at least twice.

Sakamoto is a spoiled guy. His lover, Sentarou, dotes on him 24/7. One afternoon
Sakamoto gets a call from Takasugi, a friend of his and Sentarou's. Takasugi warns
Sakamoto that if he continues to behave the way he does, Sentarou will get fed up and
leave. Sakamoto will have none of that! Not only does Sakamoto have to find out
what's up with Sentarou, Sakamoto's father has found him a bride. It's none other than
Takasugi's sister, Reiko. WAHHH! What will Sakamoto do? Sakamoto decides to
follow Sentarou around, while he's in disguise, and goes to Takasugi for help on the
sister front. I sure hope that things will get worked out!

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569700310
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In this book not only do we follow Sakamoto and Sentarou, but we meet Takasugi and
Ogata, Shikibu and Tsutsumi, Todoroki and Takeru, and finally Kitasenju and Juujou.
Not only are there a bunch of characters, but they all cross paths, they all know each
other, and they all have kids.

I honestly thought that Tatsumi Kaiya's Party was the most confusing book of all time.
I mean, any time you need a flow chart to figure out characters and their relationships
to other characters is not a good sign. But, Millennium Darling 2006 surpasses
Party with the confusion prize. Here is a story with already developed characters and
relationships. I, personally, like to read and develop along with those characters. I also
like to have the back-stories, which you don't get in Millennium Darling 2006. I
want to know how these characters met, fell in love, etc.

I liked the art. It reminded me a bit of Chifumi Ochi (author and artist of Honey
Senior, Darling Junior). It's cute, but not spectacular. Maki Naruto-sensei did
make great use, however, of chibi characters. Her drawings of our couples' kids are
extremely adorable, but how could kids not be adorable in manga form. Juné does a
great job, as always, with presentation. With the larger trim size and dust jacket, it
makes a great bookshelf item. I do have one question though. What's up with the
military-style font? This book has nothing to do with the military, so why do we have an
Army-type font? Oh well, you win some, you lose some.

I liked the book fine, but be ready to read it a few times (and mark the page with the
flowchart to keep track of things) to really enjoy it. I just really hope that we can get the
previous seven volumes licensed and published so we can develop a relationship with
these characters, just like our Japanese counterparts have!
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Sweet Regard
Story and Art: Juji Fusa
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-564-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-564-3

Review by Kris

The story of Sweet Regard is a tale where two brothers-in-law
become lovers-in-law (yep, I'm proud of that one). Let me give
you a brief synopsis on the plot. Kohei Sasahara has had kind of
a hard life. When he was younger his parents died leaving Kohei

alone with his younger sister. His sister was his entire world. When she decided that
she was going to get married, he had a fit and wouldn't accept it. Of course she and
Shingo got married anyway. To try and smooth things over Shingo took on the
Sasahara name. Because his sister no longer needed him (or so he thought), Kohei
started to distance himself. One day he was summoned to the hospital only to find out
his sister had been killed in a traffic accident. There was only one other who shared his
grief, Shingo.

Fast forward to present day. Kohei still isn't fond of Shingo but tolerates him. Shingo is
a happy go lucky guy who enjoys spending time with Kohei. After an evening of
downing alcohol Kohei thinks that someone has broken into his home and is raping
him. He turns on the light to find out that it is none other than Shingo. Shingo spills his
guts, confessing that even though he loved his sister very much, he loves Kohei as
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well. Will Kohei be able to set his pride aside and allow himself to love Shingo?

This volume has its good points as well as some weak points. The story is somewhat
unique, or at least to me. I've read stories about brothers sleeping with one another,
cousins sleeping with each other, and even a son raping his father (I can tolerate a lot,
but I draw the line there). But a brothers-in-law story is a first for me. The story does
move along quite quickly, but it seems to be a bit redundant after a while. I noticed
several times where I wanted to leap into the story and smack Kohei and tell him how
lucky he is to have someone like Shingo. But you can also feel for Kohei and the
extreme amount of guilt he carries with him thinking that he's betraying his sister. I also
wanted smack Shingo and tell him to quit being such a doormat. The art takes a little
getting used to. I don't know if it's me but the pages seem to be heavily dark and
heavily toned. The darkness of the ink might be a printing issue, I'm not sure. But there
is a heavy reliance on tones and it detracts from what the art could be. Juji Fusa-
sensei mentions in her "Afterword" that this is her first work of original content. For a
first time around it's pretty good and I have high hopes for Fusa-sensei.

Juné, as always, has published a beautiful product. I love the larger trim size. It makes
for more enjoyable reading. You don't have to squint to read the text balloons. The
dust jacket always makes for a beautiful presentation while sitting on a bookshelf. I'm
running out of bookshelf space so my manga is quickly filling up an under-the-bed bin,
but even there it's beautiful!

Sweet Regard is a quick read. Do I recommend it? If you can get past the feeling of
wanting to smack the characters, it is worthy of your time.
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Oh My God! Volume 1
Story and art by Natsuho Shino
Published by Deux Press
ISBN-10:  1934496243
ISBN-13:  9781934496244

Review by Jilly Gee

Descended from a long line of sorcerers, Yuto Hikami believes
that his family has long since lost their power.  No one outside of
the family knows that, however, so his grandfather is keeping the
famly fairly well-to-do by defrauding people with fake charms,
fortunetellings, and the like.  While searching for more things with

which to help his gandfather keep up the charade (not that he wants to), he touches a
sealed sword, releasing a god that was inside.  Or at least, he thinks he's a god; he's
not at all god-like, with an appearance and attitude more befitting a pet than someone
with divine power.  Because of his amnesia, Yuto gives him the name of Jade, for the
stunning green of his eyes.  This name also seems to hold some sort of power over
Jade, as uttering it will freeze the amnesiac god in his tracks, though Yuto remains
unaware of this fact.

Jade acts very dog-like, waiting forlornly for his friend (more like master) to come
home from school; he is even caricatured with puppy ears and a tail every now and
then.  Although he is (supposedly) a god, he is ordered around by Yuto's grandfather,
performing a variety of household chores.  As hilarious as this is, there is more to the
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story than Jade attempting to adjust to regular human life.  Yuto seems to possess
strong powers of his own, having been the one to release Jade's seal in the first place.
 Other magical and supernatural creatures start to trickle into the story, most likely
drawn to Yuto, though Yuto himself is totally ignorant of his powers.

Being just the fist volume, it doesn't do much beyond give the sublest of hints to
establish the shounen-ai-ness of Yuto and Jade's relationship.  Whatever physical
contact they have is usually the result of the would-be god risking his well-being to
save Yuto from various dangers.  Though there is a lot of blushing during these
moments, the lovey-dovey scene is ruined once he realizes that Jade has actually
done something quite stupid in addition to whatever spectacular thing that just
happened.  Their romance may be a slow-paced one, but it's a cute one.

This story is made up of comedy, fluff, and cuteness, with little regard to deep
emotions.  Anyone who absolutely must have angst and explicit scenes will be sorely
disappointed, but everyone else can drown themselves in the sugary sweetness of the
budding romance and laugh off a few pounds at the nearly non-stop humor.
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Hot Limit
Story by: Minori Shima
Art by: Akira Kanbe
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10:1-56970-571-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-571-1

Review by Kris

Kazuma Sogou is a college student who hates to go to school. To
occupy his time he works several part-time jobs to pay the bills.
One evening at the bar he works at, Kazuma sees the most

beautiful person he ever beheld. But he was taken by surprise when he found out that
this beautiful person is a guy (he thought he was a girl). It turns out that Maya is a
regular customer and seems to be able to charm the pants off anyone, literally.

Kazuma gets another part time job working for some rich family. On his first day he is
introduced to the young master of the house, Shinya Suzaki. Shinya shares an
extreme likeness to the beautiful Maya. It seems that Shinya and Maya are the same
person. Kazuma, one day at work, meets a gentleman by the name Seiichirou Tanabe.
Tanabe is a Member of Parliament (or a high powered government employee, I’m not
really sure). It seems that Tanabe has some sort of control over Shinya. Kazuma
accidentally overhears a conversation between Tanabe and Shinya which is extremely
disturbing to Kazuma (and to me, too). Tanabe seems to be using Shinya’s other
personality of Maya to seduce older businessmen. Will Kazuma be able to pull Shinya
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out of Tanabe’s grasp all while unraveling a mystery involving his family business?

It is really fascinating that in one shipment of review materials I can have a really good
book and an average book. I’m referring to Hot Limit as the really good book. Minori
Shima-sensei’s story and Akira Kanbe-sensei’s art are a great combination. I was
really looking forward to this book and had planned on purchasing it, but it showed up
in my mailbox to be read and reviewed. You can’t comprehend the excitement I felt.
After reading Loving Gaze by Kanbe-sensei (also published by Juné) I found that I
really like sensei’s art style. The toning and shading really compliment sensei’s soft art.
I have noticed that many characters across many stories all look similar. But the art is
so soft and pretty I’m able to overlook it. Who knew that political intrigue and underage
prostitution could look so good and be interesting all at the same time. This is a Juné
release so you can guarantee that it will be a larger trim size, have a dust jacket, and
just look good all the way around. Now that I’m a die hard Akira Kanbe-sensei fan
thanks to Juné. I hope to see more from Kanbe-sensei and through Juné, which really
makes great artists shine that much brighter through their excellent quality. If you like
Akira Kanbe-sensei, Juné, or yaoi manga in general, check out Hot Limit.
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Wild Butterfly
Story and Art: Hiroki Kusumoto
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-562-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-562-9

Review by Kris

Wild Butterfly by Hiroki Kusumoto is a series of one-shots.

This volume contains stories about all kinds of different things.
We have the tale of a teacher who tries to liberate the minds of

his students by teaching things against government norms. There is a story of a Demon
Oracle who attacks humans who are close to dying. Another tale is of a guy who
seems to travel back in time to meet a man in exile. One story is about a vampire and
his lover who doesn’t believe him (the vampire). The final tale is about a protector of
the dead and his heroic deed.

This work is published by Juné but there was only one story in it that was a boys love
story. That story was “Fangs,” the tale of the vampire and his lover. The rest of the
stories all starred men, but I didn’t catch any BL vibes. It’s entirely possible that there
were those vibes but because I’ve been reading a lot of yaoi lately that I’ve been
desensitized to the subtle stuff. Who knows? Initially my interest was piqued based on
the blurb Juné had on their website. So when I saw it in the envelope of my review
materials, I was excited. Now that I’ve read it, what can I say? The only things going for
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it are the dust jacket, the larger trim size and the full color first page of the story. All of
the stories were such downers (with the exception of the last story). I don’t mind a
serious story every once in a while but this was just too much for me. Plus I’m kind of
worn out on one-shots so I would like to read something that is the same story all the
way through. The art isn’t too bad but it wasn’t anything outstanding. It’s rated YA
which means it’s geared towards audiences 16 and above. Am I glad I read it? Well…
it wasn’t bad but I probably wouldn’t have bought it with my own cash. Be sure to
thumb through it before you buy to make sure it’s something you’ll enjoy.
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Love Bites
Edited by SA Clements
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10:  1603704140
ISBN-13:  9781603704144

Review by Jilly Gee

Love Bites is an anthology of eight ménage à trois stories.  As
with any anthology, there will be stories that will bore one person
to tears and other stories that will excite that same person to
giddiness; because of this, there is bound to be something to
please a wide audience looking for threesome stories. Well, as

wide an audience can get when excluding those looking for more feminine action
anyway; the stories all involve two men and one woman, the woman usually finding it
one of the hottest things for the two guys to be going at it with each other.

In "Plus One" by Camren August, three close friends, Ritchie, Toni, and Trey, find
themselves in a three-way committed relationship when a joke kiss between the two
guys deepens into something much more and turns Toni on.  Toni, quite the alpha
female, practically demands the two of them to have sex in front of her.  Not that the
guys are being ordered to do things against their will; the way they were feeling, the
only thing needed to get them together was that icebreaker.  Toni, of course, joins in
and the three best friends become even more inseparable after that.  Ritchie, however,
becomes scared of his strong feelings for the both of them and starts distancing
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himself, fearing that the two ex-lovers would eventually become a regular two-some
couple again and push him out.

"Plus One" is appropriately first, easing in readers new to the genre with the more
common paring of just two lovers and later adding in the hesitation and uncertainty
Ritchie feels at gaining another one. It is a sweet threesome story that manages to
convey genuine love and not just lust, even though the bond is shared between three
instead of two.  I enjoyed learning Ritchie's doubts and seeing how that moved the
story along rather than just experiencing a "sex like bunnies" atmosphere.  On that
note, having read the other stories in the anthology, I imagine it would be too
conservative for veterans of threesome literature; indeed, if stripped of the "third lover"
element, it becomes just an average love story.

The second story, "Oliver's Famous Clam Chowder" by Erin O'Riordan, is the most
sensual in the anthology, making use of a variety of adjectives throughout the story
and causing my mouth to water for food I have never tried before.  Natalie and
Matthew, werewolves, are advised by their vampire friends to check out an amazing
restaurant by the beach.  Matthew, upon further reflection, cannot stand to wait any
longer, and the two make the long drive to the restaurant, arriving just before sunrise.
 There they meet Oliver, the chef, who seems to be able to see right into them, to know
what they want, to see into their past pain and happiness; a special vampire talent,
perhaps.  Of course, this eventually leads to the sex people read erotica for.  As the
three are never explicitly declared a "couple", "Oliver's Famous Clam Chowder" lacks
that "true love" quality, though this makes for a much lighter read as no one is
wondering who loves who more or where they belong in such a relationship.

I am definitely not in the target audience for the next story, "CatsEye" by C. C. Bridges.
 Sex scenes largely disproportionate to plot, people who think there is no such thing as
too much sex will find much to enjoy while people looking for scenes that actually
move the story forward will find themselves wondering when the sex will actually end.
 Jason has been in love with Cooper for quite a while, but has never done anything
about it because Cooper already has a girlfriend.  Cooper is not as oblivious as he
seems, however, and after some hot library sex, begs Jason to meet him and his
girlfriend on the (seemingly non-existent) third floor of the CatsEye club. As it turns out,
the third floor is a sanctuary for those with kinky sex fetishes and are practicing them
either in public or private.  Cooper's girlfriend is a dominatrix, Cooper being her "pup",
complete with collar and chain.  He is not just a weak-willed boyfriend being forced into
such play; it is what he wants, and if he wants to stop, he merely has to say so.  They
convince Jason to join them in their masochistic activities, and though he does enjoy it,
is unsure about it afterwords, needing time to think things through.  Personally, I prefer
the traditional, flowery, romanticized descriptions, but people looking for kink and
masochism would do well to give this one a read.

Returning to something more my cup of tea, "Birds of a Feather" by Dianne Fox is a
sugary sweet story involving "shifters", those who can transition between an animal
form and human form.  Ross, unable to shift fully to bird form nor to human, is bullied
relentlessly by the other birds, and ignored completely by everyone else.  Well, almost
everyone else.  Tau, a lion, seems to have taken a liking to Ross and even scares
away the bullies.  Lindy, worries about him not having anyone to protect him and takes
an interest in the lion that he mentions, though he insists that he doesn't need to be
protected.  Proving just how wrong his thoughts are, the bullies retaliate with a
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vengeance that leaves Ross badly injured, but giving Tau the opportunity to take him
home and care for him, showing just how protective and loving he is of the bird.
 Though it is not truly three-way love, as it seems the only one being loved by two
beings at once would be Ross, it is still very cute the way Tau and Lindy agree to share
the bird.

In "Tilt-A-Whirl Kisses" by Vic Winter, Callie, a florist, finds an excuse in flower delivery
to visit Buzz Sol the rockstar.  After all, she can't help but want to at least see her first
kiss, even if it was a bad one.  Surprised, she finds her husband, Joshua, lounging
around Buzz's suite.  I suppose he can't help but want to see his first kiss, too.  If I had
to describe this as something other than erotica, I would call it a comedy, what
with Callie's dumbfoundedness at having her husband tell her that Buzz was a much
better kisser these days and that she should try it out.  Ending with no commitment and
simply pleasure, this short (more so than the rest) story is completely drama-free,
satisfying readers looking for the simpler things in entertainment.

Though I enjoy vampire stories and the trio in "Marked", by BA Tortuga, was made up
exclusively of vampires, I could not find anything to like about the storyline, not even
he characters.  Jo is an awful woman, playing with men, marking the men, and then
leaving them when she gets bored.  Troy and Law, though they were the ones that got
toyed with, are not made more likable by this fact.  The two crass characters
coincidentally meet in a bar, realize that the same woman slighted them both, and
devise a plan to get back at her.  Or at least, that's what I thought; it turns out it's just a
plan to get her back.  This plan, of course, involves sex, and I suppose that's really the
only important part.  Two men slighted by the same woman all of a sudden feel lucky
to have the same woman back?  Why do they even want her back, let alone feel lucky
to have her?  I subscribe to the belief that there is an audience for everything, though,
so while I'm not in this audience, anyone who does not mind rude vampires and
vampires that make poor decisions as long as the sex has proper vampire biting should
probably check this out.

The next to last story, "Quttin' Time" by BA Collins, is told from Gail's point of view.
 Taken to a bar by two very different, yet very desirable, men, she doesn't know
whether she should be scared or excited that Frank has propositioned both her and
Ewen for a night of sex.  She does go for it, as everyone can probably predict; after all,
it wouldn't be much of an erotica if she just declined and left.  If marking the sex scene
from the time clothes start coming off to the time the three are finally through, it seems
unusually long, but they do quite a bit of talking during this time, discovering more
about each other.  It's great when there is sex that actually moves the plot along and
doesn't exist just for pleasure's sake.

The last story, "The Regular", by Giselle Renard is easily my favorite, containing both
humor and magic. Toby and Saada are best friends and work together at a coffee
shop.  What appears to be a tragic phone call has their boss leaving the store
distraught.  Saada uncharacteristically offers to lock up when normally she would have
just left early.  The store, which was seemingly filled moments before is all of a sudden
empty and close to closing time.  Readers can easily attribute these strange
occurrences to the handsome and mysterious Q, a coffee shop regular, though it is
harder for Saada and Toby to get through their minds.  Highly engaging thanks to all
the little mysteries that crop up, it would be hard to pause before getting to the end, if
simply to find out the answer to it all.
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Tough Love Baby
Story and Art: Shiuko Kano
Published by Deux Press
ISBN-10: 1934496111
ISBN-13: 978-1934496114

Review by Kris

Review originally appeared at Manic About Manga at
http://manicaboutmanga.blogspot.com. Check it out!

Shiuko Kano-sama (notice how I've changed her honorific from -
sensei to -sama) is the queen of sexy, real, crass men. I have

truly been ruined. I will never find myself a man now, because hers are just too hot for
words.

Tough Love Baby follows two different couples. Yoshino Kakei left his hometown
three years ago, but decided to come back. Years before, Yoshino had fallen in love
with his girlfriend’s younger brother, Sachi. Once recognizing these feelings he didn’t
think it fair to Keiko and Sachi to stick around. Now that he’s back little did he know
that the young boy he’s fallen in love with is living next door. It seems now, however,
that sweet little Sachi is now a thug and treats Yoshino with contempt. Yoshino blames
himself for Sachi’s current bad behavior and wonders what he can do to remedy the
situation. Keiko informs Yoshino that when Yoshino left the first time it really screwed
Sachi up but if he leaves again who knows what will happen to Sachi’s fragile psyche.
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He may look like a tough guy on the outside, but he’s just a hopeless kid on the inside.

Our other couple involves Taketora, one of Sachi’s closest friends. It also turns out that
Taketora is in love with Sachi. He can’t stand the fact that Yoshino has shown up on
the scene once again and figures that Yoshino will hurt Sachi again. We know that
Yoshino won’t let that happen; so reluctantly Taketora gives up. Waiting for Taketora is
his admirer, Sora. Sora is a couple years younger than Taketora, but boy is he
persistent. Can Sora’s cheerful disposition cheer up Taketora? Will Taketora be able to
find love again through Sora?

You can definitely tell that this is one of Kano-sama’s earlier works. The cover has her
trademark gorgeous recognizable style, but on the inside the art is a bit less like what
I’m used to. With this being Kano-sama you know that there will be fist fights, blood,
drama, and comedy. This has its humorous moments, but it’s a bit more serious. It is
sweet that Yoshino has named his pet cat Sachi, after his beloved. In other reviews
I’ve checked out some say that they would have rather seen a Sachi and Taketora
pairing, but I don’t think that would really work. Sora is adorable with his oversized
uniform, but a few years in the future he hits his growth spurt and has actually grown
taller than Taketora. I much prefer that pairing. I have a couple issues but nothing
catastrophic. I’m not to wild about the art style in this volume. I have to say I’m a bigger
fan of her later style. This book may be called Tough Love Baby but the guys aren’t
really all that tough. They just seem to be your run of the mill rebellious teenagers. The
cover, on the other hand, is gorgeous. I would expect nothing less.

This is a Deux Press release. Deux Press may not have all the bells and whistles like
other publishers, but they do a great job with their titles. They let the stories shine by
choosing to keep extras to a minimum. I recommend this title to fans of Shiuko Kano-
sama and to those who might want to check her out. She tends to be on the explicit
side of yaoi so by starting out on a title like Tough Love Baby might be the way to
go. Just be aware that the art style isn’t up to the amazing work that you can see
nowadays from her. The story is pretty solid so if you can just get absorbed into the
story quickly, you won’t be wasting your time, I promise.
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Fafner: Dead Aggressor
Written by Tow Ubukata
Published by Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN-10: 1569708207 
ISBN-13: 978-1569708200

Review by Linda Yau

Set in a post-apocalyptic world, Tatsumiya Island is the last
location where humans live after an alien life form known as the
Festum wiped out the rest of the world. This is where Kazuki
Makabe lives with his father, and schoolmates. He dreams of
when he could someday leave the island to somewhere, where

he didn't know anyone However that is not happen as the Festum discover the island
and is making attempts to overtake it.

Kazuki is entreated upon to become the pilot of the Fafner Mark Elf, a humanoid robot
able to have the best ability to skirmish in close combat. In many ways this series is
similar to Neon Genesis Evangelion, with the psychological aspect of the pilot,
unwilling to go into combat, but must, and of how teenagers are expected to fight.
There has been an 26-episode anime that have came from this series, with this book
seemingly to be the prequel in novel format. There are several pages detailing brief
character profiles toward the beginning of the book.
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I found this book to be an okay read, I got drawn into the book toward the middle of the
book when, Kazuki realizes something was quite wrong. I was quite confused by the
characters, so there is the helpfulness of the dossier, but I would have hope there
would be more pictures, than the one at the front and the back. There are several
sections, one or two parts are told in flashback. I had hope there would be an epilogue,
but not really - there is an author's afterword though.
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Catch a Mate 
Written by Gena Showalter 
Published by HQN 
ISBN-10: 0373772920
ISBN-13: 978-0373772926

Review by Linda Yau

As bait for Catch a Mate, Jillian Greene enjoys her job. She gets
to be paid for rooting out cheating husbands, boyfriends or
lovers. She has a motto of never getting physical, and generally
believes that men are scum. That is, until Marcus Brody walks in
the door of Catch a Mate and things heat up.

On the cover, it appears that Jillian's boss hires him to be the male version of bait in
Catch a Mate, but that is not the case, as it appears that Marcus is the new boss of
Catch a Mate.

This is a fluffy story of a love hate relationship, something that is common in many
romance novel. Since this is also a book for adults, there are plenty of scenes where
they had sex.

There are some interesting side stories on various couples in this book, I was quite
interested by the side couple of Georgia and Brent, especially what happens at how
they get together. I would also imagine that if there was any more interested in this
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story concept, then there should be sequels, if you are a romance reader then this may
be a story you want to pick up.
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Royal Escape
By Georgette Heyer
First published in 1938 in the United Kingdom by William
Heinemann, reissued in 2008 by Sourcebooks, Inc.
ISBN: 9781402210761

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Here is another of Georgette Heyer's "serious" books, about a
real person and/or an historic event. Every now and then, the
Queen of Fantasy dug deep into the history of her sceptered isle
to prove that she was capable of writing more than just the frothy
Regency romances she was known for. Having previously read

her account of the Battle of Waterloo (see my review for "An Infamous Army"), which I
found as wordy as "Gone With The Wind" but only half as entertaining, I was a bit leery
about this book, which is about Charles Stuart, who became King Charles II of England
on January 30, 1649 and reigned until September 3, 1685 (not Bonny Prince Charlie,
who came along much later in the 1700's).

But it didn't take long for me to find out that Ms. Heyer's account of King Charles'
escape from England after the disastrous Battle of Worcester was much more
interesting than her account of Wellington's battle against Bonaparte. This book was
written very much in the spirit of her romances, portraying the king as a dashing young
man, full of high spirits despite his defeat, surrounded by a small circle of loyal friends
who daily risked arrest by Cromwell's Roundheads as they try to help the true king
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escape his father's fate.

Oliver Cromwell led a Puritan uprising which resulted in the beheading of King Charles
I at Whitehall on January 30, 1649. He then became Lord Protector of England and
convinced Parliament to outlaw kings. Charles II, already living in exile in Holland, was
forced to turn to Scotland for help in claiming his rightful throne. The Scots agreed to
crown him king, but only if he signed agreements with their parliament supporting the
Solemn League and Covenant, which would make the Scottish Presbyterian church the
dominant faith in Britain. After signing the agreements he had to live among them for a
year to drum up support for his cause, during which he was forced to endure their
joyless Presbyterianism, their lack of respect for his rank and their disapproval of his
youthful exuberance. He had to listen to endless sermons from long-winded Bible
thumpers and do penance not only for his own sins, but that of his Anglican father and
Catholic mother as well, causing him to remark bitterly "I think I must repent too that
ever I was born!" When he was finally allowed to lead the Scottish army into the south
of England, they were soundly defeated at the Battle of Worcester on September 3,
1651. The Scots ran away like scared rabbits before the Roundheads' superior
numbers, abandoning the young king and his small circle of friends to their fate.

So, after burning his papers to keep from implicating his friends and supporters,
Charles disguised himself as a commoner, cut his long, black curls and darkened his
skin with walnut dye, then proceeded across the hostile countryside from one Royalist
household to another, trying to find a ship that would take him to France and safety. He
had very little money, but a large supply of charm, which he used to great effect on
everyone he met, especially the ladies. Few of them could resist his smiles and sweet
words, despite his ugly face(he was tall and dark, but far from handsome; Heyer
describes him as having "a mass of dark curls falling about a sallow face with great
melancholy dark eyes, a jutting nose, and deep lines running down to a large curling
mouth").

Two ladies in particular assisted him in his royal escape, Jane Lane and Julianne
Cothingsby. Both of these ladies rode behind him on his saddle, Jane on the first part
of his journey and Julianne on the second part, as he pretended to be a servant
escorting his wellborn mistress, this sort of arrangement being common among ladies
of that era, who seldom rode abroad unescorted. Even though he became a notorious
ladies man later in life (He died leaving twelve illegitimate children by seven
mistresses! One of them, Charles Lennox, Duke of Richmond [1672-1723], is the
common ancestor of both Princess Diana of Wales and her rival Camilla, Duchess of
Cornwall, Prince Charles' second wife, which means young Prince William of Wales,
Charles and Diana's son, will be the first monarch to be descended from Charles II in
the direct male line), his relationship with both ladies was chaste. He called Jane "My
Life" because she held his life in her pretty hands while he posed as her servant. He
had more respect for her than for Juliana, who treated the journey as if it were a great
adventure arranged for her amusement, rather than the risky venture it was, with death
the likeliest outcome for both the king and whoever aided him.

The journey across country to the little fishing village of Brighthelmstone, where
Charles finally finds a ship to take him to France, is filled with danger, made easier and
harder by the king's easygoing manner to noble and commoner alike. To the despair of
his friends and the delight of his subjects, Charles insisted upon treating everybody
with the same good humored geniality. Even the rude Scots he was forced to dwell
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among for a year never heard him say a bad word about them or their fanatical
religious beliefs (though not surprisingly he refused to abide by the contract he had
signed with them once he was back on his throne; being abandoned in battle does
make one distrustful of an ally). This king definitely had the common touch; he wasn't
all stuffy and stuck-up, insisting upon being treated with the respect due to his rank.
When offered a meal in a poor man's house, he would eat just enough to satisfy his
hunger and share the rest with whichever friend was escorting him. He did not protest
over having to sleep in barns, priest's holes (the hidden rooms where Catholic priests
were kept to prevent them being arrested, it being illegal to practice Catholicism openly
in Cromwell's England), even up in a tree once, to avoid a party of Cromwell's soldiers
searching the grounds of a house where he was hidden.

In short, "Royal Escape" is just the thing for you if you're into royalty, romance, and
adventure. There's also a bibliography in back listing all of Ms. Heyer's research
sources, in case you want to learn more about King Charles II without all the romantic
embroidery, along with a helpful list of questions for reading groups to aid in your
discussion of the book. A satisfying read; I'd give it an A+, because it didn't drag itself
out with unnecessary detail like "An Infamous Army" and the author didn't find it
necessary to entangle the king in a romance while he was running for his life, which I'm
sure a modern scriptwriter would do just to liven things up. Though I wouldn't mind
finding out what became of Jane Lane after the King was restored to his throne. He did
promise to remember everyone who helped him during his flight from Worcester. I'm
sure he rewarded every one of those loyal subjects in a suitable fashion. I just hope he
didn't make Jane one of his mistresses!
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Golden Prince & Argent King
By Kouko Agawa
Published by June Manga
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-720-3

Review by April Kimm

Kouko Agawa is the mangaka of "Egoism," "Love You Only,"
"Paradise Heaven," "Stand Up Baby," and "Trouble Maker." The
manga has six chapters of the main story. It's shonen-ai for the
most part with only very soft smut in one scene.

In the first chapter, Yuuki meets his half-brothers Gai and Masumi and begins to live
with them after his mother dies. Up until then, he'd been living a normal life with his
mother, who was a hostess. Following the will of their grandfather, they retrieve Yuuki,
who is their father's second illegitimate child after Masumi. Although Gai, the only
legitimate heir, is strict in front of him, Yuuki sees Gai's tender side in his care for his
dog Julie.

In the second chapter, Masumi's fan club pulls pranks on Yuuki at school, because
they are jealous that he suddenly becomes close to Masumi, the student council
president and school idol. Yuuki discovers the school greenhouse that Gai told him
about and coincidentally sees Gai on the street with his girlfriend. Masumi interrupts
his fan club in their attempt to attack Yuuki, Gai gets upset at Masumi for his
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carelessness in preventing the incident, Masumi confesses his love for Yuuki, and
Yuuki kisses the sleeping Gai.

In the third chapter, Gai saves Yuuki from getting hit by a car, Gai walks in on Yuuki
fleeing from Masumi's room, Yuuki runs away, and Gai finds him.

In the fourth chapter, Masumi reveals to Yuuki that Gai, unbeknownst to him, is not
related to them, because he is the product of his mother's infidelity to their father.

In the fifth chapter, Yuuki moves out of the house and takes up a part-time job. Yuuki
gets tempted to forget about Gai with a customer. Gai comes to fetch Yuuki at his
apartment, Yuuki tells Gai that his confession was but a joke, and Gai tells Yuuki he
broke it off with his girlfriend.

The last chapter is from Masumi's point of view and makes you want to see his story.
Kouko Agawa is a solid mangaka, but this manga is not indicative of her work.

Replies: 1 Comment

Viva La Evolucion ;)

Posted by jiimionad @ 08/14/2008 08:45 AM PST
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Naruto: The Boy Ninja
Adapted by Tracey West
Based on the Original Story by Masashi Kishimoto
Published by Vizkids
ISBN-10: 1-4215-2056-7
ISBN-13: 978-1-4215-2056-8

Review by April Kimm

Vizkids publishes Tracy West's adaption of Masashi Kishimoto's
"Naruto." This chapter book is intended for ages 7 to 10. It is
divided into ten chapters consisting of a few pages each with a

few illustrations and is in large print.

Naruto paints the monument of the Hokage on the side of the mountain as a prank in
the first chapter. Instead of transforming into Iruka, Naruto transforms into a girl during
Iruka's class in the second chapter. Iruka treats Naruto to ramen for cleaning up his
graffiti on the monument in the third chapter. Naruto fails his graduation test in the
fourth chapter. Under Mizuki's suggestion, Naruto steals the forbidden scroll from the
Hokage's house in the fifth chapter. The Hokage forms a search party to retrieve the
scroll from Naruto in the sixth chapter. Iruka finds Naruto hiding out in the forest and
gets injured protecting him from Mizuki in the seventh chapter. Mizuki reveals that the
nine-tailed fox that attacked the village twelve years ago is sealed in Naruto's body in
the eighth chapter. Iruka fights Mizuki and defends Naruto in the ninth chapter. Naruto
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beats up Mizuki by using the secret jitsu he learned from the scroll and passes the
graduation test in the last chapter.

The storyline follows the manga but with horrible writing. The language Tracy West
uses is dated and corny and her slight changes to the story make no sense and
remove any meaning or character development that was in the manga. Elementary
school kids would be better served reading the manga.
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Vampire Hunter D: The Rose Princess
Written by Hideyuki Kikuchi
Illustrated by Yoshitaka Amano 
Published by Dark Horse Books and Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN 978-1-59582-109-6

Review by April Kimm

Hideyuki Kikuchi is the author of "The Sword of Shibito"
(available by CPM), "Taimashin" (available by ADV), "Darkside
Blues" (available by ADV), "Dark Wars: the Tale of Meiji Dracula"
(available by Del Rey), "A Wind Named Amnesia" (available by

Dark Horse), "Demon City Shinjuku" (available by ADV), "Demon City Hunter"
(available by ADV), and "Demon Palace Babylon" (available by ADV). As expected,
Hideyuki Kikuchi writes another solid installment in his "Vampire Hunter D" series.
There is a prologue, eight chapters, a postscript, and a preview of the first chapter of
the next volume.

Like the other novels, it follows a similar plotline in which D slays the resident vampire
at the bequest of a villager, a rebellious teenage girl falls for him as she also fights
against the vampire, and D leaves for the next assignment. In this novel, the villagers
have a pact with the resident vampire: she supplies them with an abundance of crops
as well as protection from the Frontier, ie. invading monsters and natural disasters, and
they, in turn, supply her with regular sacrifices.
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The story begins when a teenage boy attempts to save the latest sacrifice, a teenage
girl he has a crush on. His plot fails, and he makes a run for it. The vampire princess is
incensed at this breach of contract and vows to kill an increasing number of villagers
should they fail to provide the boy within an allotted time. In rides D in the midst of this
carnage.

But alas, the vampire princess is guarded by four knights: the hot-headed Blue Knight,
the impressionable Red Knight, the calm Black Knight, and the crazed White Knight.
The Black Knight is the not so bad guy, who reigns in the Blue Knight, leads the Red
Knight, and presents the only challenge to D. Through the Black Knight, you learn that
immortality exacts a heavy price.

As for the female lead, Elena is the leader of the village biker gang and vows to
avenge the sacrifice of her family to the princess. Elena is a flawed character who
deteriorates during the course of the novel. Unlike the prototypical heroine, she makes
immoral but human choices.

Although each volume functions as a stand alone work in a series about the
adventures of the main character, the first novel is recommended before the others.
This volume is interesting in so much as both the supposed victims, Elena and most of
the other villagers, and the aggressors, the Black Knight in particular, do not
demonstrate their expected characteristics. The "Vampire Hunter D" series is one of
the sole decent manga novels published in English to date.
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The Good Girl's Guide to Living in Sin
Story by Joselin Linder & Elena Donovan Mauer 
Published by Adams Media
ISBN-10: 1598695843
ISBN-13: 978-1598695847

Review by Linda Yau

Normally this wouldn't be a book that would appeal to my senses,
but this book semi-defies the statement of you could never judge
a book by its cover in both positive and negative matters. This is
a necessity reading if you are any of these categories a) a female

who is looking to live with their boyfriend b) a female who is already living with a
boyfriend and want to see what basic knowledge is there, finally c) a female who looks
into reading self-help books of all types and kind.

This book has six sections within the categories of: legal issues, family/societal issues,
finding/decorating shared home, moving to a new city/ his, hers or new to both of you,
boundaries/respect/privacy, social/romantic life. There are many helpful tables/lists,
case studies, things to consider or know about and an index to make searching easier
for specific topics.

It might be gender bias if I may say so, but I abhor the lurid pink color of the cover and
the font! Gosh I saw people staring at my book choice in the subway where I
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eventually had to get a book cover. It is a prudish action on my part, yes - but I feel that
the subject is quite embarrassing in this open society! Oh the other hand, I simply hate
being reminded of the pink color. So be it, if pink is color strategy to sell to woman,
then the pox to females who does not like pink. This is similar to carrying beer in a
brown paper bag, there is a degree of sensitivity with a book of such flashing colors.

Still this is a good self-help book as a beginning guide in this very special interest
market that is slowly beginning to have some materials of guides for girls who live with
their boyfriends without the hassle of marriage.
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The Pardoner's Tale
Written by Morgan Ferdinand
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10:  1603704191
ISBN-13:  9781603704199

Review by Jilly Gee

Nick, a private investigator and a werewolf, is committed to killing
all vampires.  Alex, a vampire, is committed to annoying the hell
out of Nick.  Their strange relationship never seemed unnatural,
despite the fact that it started when Alex knocked Nick
unconscious in an alley after the werewolf's failed attempt at

stealth.  While Nick is not quite ready to admit that they are friends, he does have to
admit that Alex is useful, considering that the P. I.'s investigations usually involve the
capturing of demons.

Labeled as a paranormal, gay erotic romance, expect more paranormal adeventures
than romantic ones.  Forced to go on the run together, they act shady to stay at nice
places and act natural to stay at shady places, giving this story its dark, seedy
atmosphere.  Nick still does not relinquish his job as an investigator of the occult, which
adds in gritty detective work and mystery.  Altogether, it's the perfect setting for a
traditional detective story with a paranormal angle.
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The romance aspect of the story does not fare as well as the investigating aspect.  The
kissing and touching are few and far, eliciting no emotions from the characters that last
beyond the moment and certainly no grand realizations of love.  Whatever thoughts
Nick has of Alex being anything more than an annoying roommate are quickly pushed
into the realm of denial and stays there for the entirety of the story, leaving behind
feelings of frustration and disappointment.  They have one short, not-so-sweet sexual
scene, falling short of both erotica and romance.  In fact, it all just feels like a big tease
for people that were hoping for an equal dose of romantic passion to go with the
detective action.

If you ever watched Supernatural and longingly wished that the pair of brothers was a
pair of lovers instead, then The Pardoner's Tale is almost perfect.  It would actually be
perfect if it bothered to explore feelings, but as it is, it's just a good paranormal mystery
with some kissing and groping on the side.

Replies: 1 Comment

Thanks for this review! I like that it's fair and honest. You got the book exactly as it was
intended.

Hopefully the lack of romance hasn't put you off completely and you'll give the follow-
ups a try. The heat turns up in each subsequent story.

Thank you for the great review.

Posted by Morgan Ferdinand @ 08/15/2008 01:10 PM PST
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Author's Pet
Story and Art: Deathco Cotorino
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-588-7
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-588-9

Review by Kris

Author's Pet is Deathco Cotorino's first manga. It is a book of
one-shots.

Author's Pet refers to the one-shots I'll Have You Make Up for
This!, I'll Have You Change Your Job!, and We're Closed for Today! They are the main
story. Yuuta Oohashi woke up late one day and was going to be late for school. Who
knew that this day would change his life? While rushing through the train station, he
accidentally knocks Tsubaki Nishijima down the stairs, injuring him. It turns out that
Tsubaki is an author. Because both of his arms are broken, Tsubaki insists that Yuuta
take responsibility and uses Yuuta as his hands. Little did Yuuta know that Tsubaki
decided to write a romance novel. What will Yuuta do when he finds himself being
turned on by Tsubaki's words?

The next one-shot is To Keep a Cat and You Have to Pet Us in Order. Naruse is
studying Veterinary medicine. He adopts stray cats. One day while following a cat he
stumbles upon Mutsuki. It seems that someone beat Mutsuki up and left him for dead.
Since Mutsuki is injured and has no where to go, the normally unsociable Naruse
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allows him to stay with him until he's well again. But Mutsuki doesn't behave like the
rest of Naruse's cats.

The Helplessly Romantic Type is the tale of Saki. He works in his father's auto repair
shop. He's learning a lot as an apprentice, but his main reason for wanting to work
there is Sasaragawa. Sasaragawa is a top manager at the shop and an old family
friend. Will Sasaragawa ever be able to see Saki as someone other than the
president's son?

Love Battle in the Dorms is the typical love triangle. Youhei Kikuchi lives in a run down
apartment building. His room is sandwiched between his sempai and his kohai. The
two neighbors vie for the attention of their handsome fellow classmate all while making
the other jealous. Can Youhei choose between these two adorable guys?

In Open 24 Hours we meet Sakamoto. Sakamoto is a clerk at a local convenience
store. There is one customer who comes in on a regular basis who buys only sweets
and is rather grumpy. Sakamoto being a caring young man, invites himself over to
Shirokawa's (the grumpy man) home to fix him dinner. He's worried that all Shirokawa
eats are cakes and sweets. Man, I wish I could get away with that. It turns out that they
are both attracted to one another. Will their relationship be able to get off the ground?

The last one-shot What Should I Do? is also the shortest. Sanai is the morality officer.
All I can think of is he is like a hall monitor from hell. He has a thing for Kawatani, just
your everyday normal student. Sanai is also a wolf in sheep's clothing. Poor Kawatani,
he doesn't seem to stand a chance.

For a first attempt at a full manga, Deathco Cotorino did a pretty good job. Each one-
shot is very light, nothing is at all intense. It's like the manga form of cotton candy. It is
sugary-sweet, light and airy, and gone in an instant. The characters were all very cute.
I initially had to take note of the characters names to keep them straight because I
found them to look a little similar. But some of my problem might have been due to the
fact that I was fighting off a migraine headache and was having a hard time focusing.
It's a good thing that this manga was light and fluffy because anything more intense
would have caused more confusion than I needed. Out of all of the one-shots my
favorites were the main story and the To Keep a Cat stories. The characters had flaws
but were also endearing. Love Battle in the Dorms had me chuckling, and it was a fun
story to read. I would love to be sandwiched between two battling hottie neighbors
fighting for my love and affection. But sadly, I have to live in my own fantasy world.

This is a Juné release. You can't go wrong in picking up some of their titles. It is a
larger trim size, which is great to read because you don't have to squint to be able to
see what you are reading. There is an adorable dust jacket and the picture on the back
cover is a totally cute chibi drawing of Tsubaki and Yuuta. This was a really fun title
and it's not on the terribly explicit side. It has the M rating for some steamy scenes and
language, but nothing too bad. If you are looking for something with a lot of substance,
this may not be the title for you. But if you want a quick read that is sweet in all the right
places, pick up Author's Pet.
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So, 2008 Comic Con in San Diego and this year I had a camera!

Report by Ginger Mayerson
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On Thursday I caught the 8:30 AM train out of Union Station. I like the train, and I
really like leaving my car at Union Station and either getting on the train or getting on
the LAX flyaway, which is brilliant, and when I get back, my car is where I left it.
Wonderful really.

This year I was more glad than usual I took the train because I got to see the 20 mile
back up from a semi-truck accident on the Camp Pendleton stretch of the 5 freeway. It
looked very unpleasant.

I checked into my wonderful hotel, La Pensione in Little Italy, and headed for the con.

I promised to cover a few panels for Jen Contino, but I don't think I was much use to
her:

X-Men panel: didn't understand a word of it.
Dark Horse Horror: they have some nice stuff I don't have time to read. Jen did want to
know if they were reissuing the old Creepy and Errie series and starting a new run of
the Creepy magazine. I was able to tell her yes on all three.
Vertigo panel: didn't understand a word of it.
Fables panel: ooooh, how cute!
DC MOO panel: Well, Jim Lee, whose work I admire very much, chaired the panel, and
he's an avid online gamer.

The game looked pretty cool, and if I was a gamer into DC characters I'd be all over it.
As it was, I'm not a gamer and asked one of the designers if one could have a beer
with Superman in the game. He looked so aghast at the very idea of having a beer
with Superman, that I shelved my next question about having sex with Batman
because I didn't have any smelling salts with me and he looked like he was about to
faint. Just my crazy luck that I'd run into the one puritanical fanboy game designer on
earth, but there you have it. But, onward.
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I got to see some of my favorite people.

The fabulous Ev DuBocq at VIZ

The ever debonair Karl Christian at SLG

G4 made a lot of people happy with their convention coverage, but they made life a
hell for anyone with a booth around them. Especially when Security chased customers
trying to buy stuff away for certain G4 events. Under such circumstances, one might
feel this way.
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In 2003 Molly Kiely introduced me to The Tin Fish, which is now one of my favorite
restaurants in California and possibly a larger reason to go to CCSD than I am
conscious of.

Very crowded, but, damn, the Tin Fish staff has the crowd thing wired. They take your
order while you stand in line. After you pay and get a number for your table, there are
spotters who make maps of where the order numbers are and they relay it to the
waitpersons. It's like a deep-fired hive or something.

I waited in a lot of lines for panels. I got to wait with Robin.
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And watched the world go by.
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My schedule was booked well in advance for Saturday morning because my main
reason for staying until the nightmare known as CCSD Saturday was to go to the Black
Panel.

There was an opening montage of Black heroes, real or imagined, that was quite nice
and ended with one of my favorite pictures from this year:

I really enjoyed this panel, even though I wasn't sure which of the jokes I could laugh
at. There seemed to be a lot of jokes about lateness and chicken I didn't totally get, but
it was great to be there nevertheless.

I'm sorry this photo is blurry. I might have been laughing when I took it. The moderator
was Michael Davis. (Sorry, Michael, this photo does not do you justice.)
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Method Man, Faith Cheltenham, and I don't know who this last person is. Notice the
strategic placement of the water carafe.

John Dokes, Denys Cowan, and Reggie Hudlin
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I learned that the original Captain America, Isaiah Bradley, was Black.

Actually, I think I had heard that before, but it was really a great costume.

This young woman asked when there would be more Black women and girl characters
in comics.
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At least that's what I thought she asked. The answer she got was that Tyra Banks'
show was better than Arsenio Hall's show and, well, there's Oprah. But then Reggie
Hudlin mentioned that he wrote a little sister, Shuri, for the Black Panther for that very
reason.

(One of the things I've always liked about the Black Panther comics is that there are
some great women in it. His mom, his sister, his bodyguards, his wife, really any
woman in the comic. There was an issue I especially liked with Luke Cage where the
bodyguards kept out as many ninjas as Luke and T'Challa.)

There were no big announcements at the Black panel, but it was nice to be in a relaxed
community atmosphere where people felt comfortable enough to ask political- and
career-type questions. Unlike the DC or Dark Horse panels where it was all business
all the time and very clear boundaries between industry and consumer. Even if I don't
know when it's okay to laugh at the jokes, I'd rather attend the Black Panel any day.

By the way, I taped the panel, so if some digital/audio wunderkind wants to put the
tape, or parts of it, on the web—if that's okay to do—I'd be happy to mail you the tape.
Leave me a comment and I'll be in touch.

There was cosplay, but unlike Anime Expo, there wasn't a particular place where the
cosplayers were posing. Except for the Art Show area on the second level, where there
was a little posing going on. And sometimes the people in costumes seemed surprised
I'd want to take their picture. They were nice about it, but seemed puzzled as they
posed.
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Ah, Elasti Girl and... and... someone else.
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Lots of Jokers, but I didn't get any pictures of the Nurse Jokers, alas.

Isn't this going to be painful later on?
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Only one of these gentlemen is a member of the Air Force.
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And some cheesecake for the fanboys. Am I nice or what?
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And then I got to go home. San Diego has a lovely train station.
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Unfortunately they make you wait in line outside to board the train.
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It was a good CCSD for me. Having the camera helped a lot.

Replies: 2 comments

Oh wow.. these pictures are so cool..1

Posted by Linda @ 07/31/2008 10:27 PM PST

Sure looks like fun. Wish I coulda been there!

Posted by Ida Vega-Landow @ 08/12/2008 01:26 PM PST
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Nephilim: Vol 2.
Story and Art by Anna Hanamaki 
Published by Aurora Publishing
ISBN-10: 1934496278 
ISBN-13: 978-1934496275

Review by Linda Yau

Abel is a survivor from her/his heavily persecuted race. Her/his
species is the Nephilim, which is a unique gender-changing race.
During the daytime she/he is a strong 'pretty boy' man and at
nighttime he/she is a delicate beautiful woman. When Guy a
solider from the imperial army sees his/her true form one time at

a night time bathing pool, Abel vows to kill him. Now, that was that was a recap from
the first volume, the story continues and expands in the second volume. Without
reading the first volume, it would be bad to start from the second volume, or that is my
opinion.

Abel and Guy are separated at the end of volume one; so volume two continues with
Abel trying to find the man that she vowed to kill in the first volume, but now wants as
husband. She/he finds him and there is a bit of a problem, Abel realizes that the man
that she/he finds is no longer the man that she fell in love with from the first book. Oh,
he is willing to help liberate the remaining survivors of her/his people, but how much
love does this solider/prince even hold for her/him anymore?

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/2-9781934496275-0
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/2-9781934496275-0
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Now I truly don’t want to spoil the book, but what a wretched tormented love affair, I
don’t know who to yell at (figuratively) to move on or what. There are no character
dossier, no author notes, none of the extra stuff readers would normally find in a
graphic novel as aid to the author's thoughts. The only synopsis to this volume is in the
back. So pretty much, fans who want to read this book, has to read the first book first.

The art is quite pretty and the cover art kinda made the romantic side of me feel
aflutter. This is a clear shoujo romance with many kissing scenes and sexy romantic
poses, but there are even elements that would make the fujoshi side of me, cringe and
wonder how dramatic can this get? There are no love sense in terms of men in this
graphic novel. I believe that even Abel imagines herself/himself to be a woman, as
she/he does use it to her/his skill. I found myself thinking of Boy Princess as I read the
graphic novel, because of the dramatics of the plot and because of the gender
changing aspect, Under the Full Moon by Sanami Matoh.
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Hart and Soul
Written by Nica Berry
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10:  1603704000
ISBN-13:  9781603704007

Review by Jilly Gee

Niann, orphaned child of an outsider, was only ever truly loved by
Jennar.  Because of their statuses, however, the two led very
different lives; Niann was forced to carry out menial children's
tasks while the others were allowed to go out and find their totem
animal, giving them a purpose in life.  It is not simply the fact that

Niann was an outsider that kept others from allowing him to go find his totem animal,
though; Heyka, the village shaman, had forseen Niann's totem animal as the deer, and
planned with the village leader to keep this to themselves, making it all the easier to
take advantage of Niann when the time came.  After all, can't have the young man who
will soon be forced to live as a woman, serving to fulfill the urges of both men and
women every day knowing about such a plan beforehand.

Seeing as how Niann actually does start thinking of himself as female, it's stretching
the boundaries of "gay erotica romance" a bit, going so far as to have Niann being
referred to as "her" and "she" throughout the latter half of the story.  Still, his anatomy
is still that of a "he", as is demonstrated several times, though only one of those times
is with Jennar.  Well, only once as a human, anyway.

http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=1314
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=1314
http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/
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"Hart and Soul" has a lot of sexual freedom, not only relationship-wise, but form-wise.
 The couple's first sexual encounter is actually as two stags, consisting of sniffing,
nuzzling, and thrusting.  While it's obvious that Jennar and Niann only have true
feelings for each other, that doesn't stop Jennar from fulfilling his desires with others,
even bedding women, against his more intense desires, although it seems more like
those women bedded him. Niann gives himself to others sexually quite often, not
stopping to consider a "mate".  These things can leave a bad taste for people that hold
love stories in a much more idealistic view then the real world.

Even though I prefer the men manlier and the relationships more monogamous, I still
found myself drawn in by Niann and Jennar's strong feelings for each other, the sweet,
yet gut-wrenching moments that occur as they miscommunicate and still increasingly
desire each other. It is definitely not a light read, as for every sweet moment, there is
an angst-ridden one ten times worse to accompany it.

Replies: 1 Comment

Thanks for the review!

Posted by Nica B. @ 08/03/2008 09:45 AM PST
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Taste Test: Summer Solstice
Edited by Mychael Black with stories by Syd McGinley, GS Wiley,
Kit Zheng 
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-407-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-407-6

Review by Linda Yau

Taste Test is a short anthology with three different stories. The
Holly and the Oak by GS Wiley. Roy LeRoy and the Longest Day
by Kit Zheng. Rude Mechanicals by Syd McGinley. As a general
impression these stories all left me with the feeling, as though

there should a glass of lemonade nearby to sip.

The first story features Alan, a florist living during World War II near Stonehenge. He
lives there with his dogs and can’t join the war because of a damaged leg. He meets
Captain Gary Krazowski and there begins a relationship that is quickly concluded
because the story was only nine pages long.

The second story is a humorous one about Sheriff Roy LeRoy and his quest to
somehow get the sun to set. It is apparent that the sun is stuck in the high noon
position. So Roy goes on an adventure to seek the assistance of Sucking Cyclone
Steve Darling, to get his cow to jump over the sun. The payment though, is quite

http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=1297
http://liheliso.org/
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sexual in purpose – put it this way, Roy would have to do a 69 with Steve and sees who
wins, so that the cow can jump over the moon *cough* sun.

The third and last story is apparently of Dr. Fell, a recurring character from the author’s
publications. Rude Mechanicals is sequel to a prior story named A Short Leash. As Dr.
Fell travels to his friend’s home; he comes across a local acting group practicing
Shakespeare’s A Midsummer’s Night Dream. Dr. Fell had a private session with the
group’s Bottom.

Most of the stories I felt were decent in introducing characters, but too short in
meaning anything other than what they started to introduce. These are impressions I
had and took when I was reading these stories: I wouldn’t mind if there is a continuing
story or epilogue to Wiley’s story. Somehow the story of A Hitchhiker’s Guide to the
Galaxy was in my mind as I read of the seemingly implausible things occur as if it was
a natural occurrence. The third story was something I didn’t expect to read.

Of all these stories, the sweetest was the first story, the most explicit was the second
story and the third story I wondered if this anthology was a suitable placement for it.
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Sight Unseen
Written by Mychael Black and Shayne Carmichael
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10:  1603704086
ISBN-13:  9781603704083

Review by Jilly Gee

Being in possession of a pearl necklace with desirable powers is
bound to attract some unsavory visitors sooner or later.  Jamie
Smith, however, does not know that his antique shop is housing
such a piece and most likely would have been killed for it had a
handsome vampire named Haridan not shown up in time to stave

off some attackers after the powerful accessory.  Having no family and no close friends
to keep him tied to home, he not only agrees to go to Rome with Haridan for safety, he
also agrees to spend the rest of eternity there as Haridan's ghoul, feeding off blood
from one another.  Ah, vampire romance.

No, I have not just given away the whole story in a single, simple paragraph.  The
agreement to become a ghoul is not the culmination of their relationship, as Jamie
spends a good portion of the story unsure of how he feels about his new partner for life.
 Haridan, on the other hand, is very much attracted to his new ghoul and jerks off
whispering Jamie's name, as Timothy the ghost is so helpful to point out to Jamie;
Timothy also helpfully points out how hot Haridan is.  Their relationship isn't the end all,
be all of the story, however.  Not only does Jamie have to adjust to his new life as a

http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=1330
http://liheliso.org/
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sort of aristocrat, there is still the matter of the unsavory folk from earlier who
practically destroyed Jamie's antique shop, forcing Jamie to run away with Haridan in
the first place.

Adding in all these other elements, however, weakened the intensity of the story.
 While "Sight Unseen" does have a bit of everything attempting to satisfy people
looking for action, vampire lore, romantic turmoil, and sex, there isn't enough of any of
those elements to achieve all those goals.  Intricate rules of the vampire court were
explained, only to have no bearing on the proceedings of the story.  Compelling
characters were introduced and never seen again.  The struggle for the necklace was
reduced to one, brief face-off.  Still, the most important part is the relationship and that
was given just the right amount of detail.  Feelings of self-doubt and pining are kept at
a low enough level for readers to sympathize, but not be exasperated by such
emotions.

Topped off with a steamy sex scene involving the search for all of Haridan's piercings,
"Sight Unseen" is perfectly satisfying to those looking for a story of love with a slight
vampire twist.  Those looking for a more lore-heavy experience with some love on the
side, however, will most likely be disappointed that it did not follow through on any of
the many other potential plot paths introduced.

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 07/27/2008: "e-Book review: Sight Unseen"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000955.htm[4/27/2019 2:50:06 PM]

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 07/27/2008: "e-Book Review: Games People Play: Bottoms Up"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000954.htm[4/27/2019 2:50:09 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Book Review: Confessions of a Bi-Polar Mardi Gras Queen"] [Main
Index] [Next entry: "e-Book review: Sight Unseen"]

07/27/2008 Archived Entry: "e-Book Review: Games People
Play: Bottoms Up"

Games People Play: Bottoms Up
Written by Lorne Rodman
Published by Torque Press 
ISBN-10: 1-60370-397-7
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-397-0

Review by Linda Yau

Trace Kent is happy with his latest report grade, when he meets
Colt, an older man and gardener at his college. They became
lovers after their first dinner/date, and what Trace learns about

Colt had him backing away from him. It appears that Colt has a fixation on spanking. 

This is what Trace fears and Lorne Rodman has written him to be a person that attracts
troubles. However, there is Colt and as the story progresses, he has his hand tied with
pursuing Trace and showing him that having a fetish isn’t as bad as he fears.

The story is about 60 pages long, so there are great sex scenes and moments when
Colt gets possessive, not really in the scary way. Yum! Some people might call this
story sappy and not realistic, but I find that this story is a sweet romance story. There is
mutual respect and allowance between the partners and what more can I say to that? I
heartily recommend this story to anyone wanting to read a story where there is some
mention of fetishes, but ends on a hopeful note.
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This is an ebook at Torque Press, it is downloadable here and here is an excerpt.

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=1308
http://www.torquerepress.com/fiction/bottomsup.html#sample
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


Archived Entry - 07/27/2008: "e-Book Review: Games People Play: Bottoms Up"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000954.htm[4/27/2019 2:50:09 PM]

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 07/25/2008: "Book Review: Confessions of a Bi-Polar Mardi Gras Queen"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000952.htm[4/27/2019 2:50:12 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Book Review: Experience Pipeline"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "e-
Book Review: Games People Play: Bottoms Up"]

07/25/2008 Archived Entry: "Book Review: Confessions of a
Bi-Polar Mardi Gras Queen"

Confessions of Bi-Polar Mardi Gras Queen
Written by Marie Etienne
Published by Alluvium Books 
ISBN-10: 0-9748474-1-0
ISBN-13: 978-0-974847-1-2

Review by Linda Yau

Several things to point out, one, Confessions of a Bi-Polar
Mardi Gras Queen is a memoir. Two, this is a sequel to the
author's previous memoir, Storkbites. Three, this is a prepub
copy that I managed to read, publication date for this book is not

going to be released until February 2009. Ginger picked up this prepub at BookExpo
2008. Last point is that this is a book that is filled with short episodic chapters with
interesting anecdotes on life lessons learned and what a refreshing read this is.

While it is not necessary to read the previous book, it does paint a fuller picture on the
life of Marie Etienne. She is a single mother of two and currently lives in California with
two sons, her memoirs reveal a lot of her personal life on growing up, the emotional
abuse and neglect that she has gone through.

This book is filled with the author's musings on her failed relationships, her
relationships with her sons, her personal trials and what routes she has taken to obtain
a sense of personal satisfaction. The author has bipolar affective mood disorder, so
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this is a good read for people wanting to understand a narrative from of a person who
has this disorder.

As a follow up memoir, in Confessions of a Bi-Polar Mardi Gras Queen, there
is frequent mention of the first book, with the author musing about the consequences
of the first book. Such as this follow up is a publication from her own publishing
company, when the previous publisher had went out of business and as publicity for
her first book, she handed out copies of her first book for free at a book expo. This is a
narrative experience for all self-starting authors to know about the experiences from a
fellow author.

The pacing of this book is not at all linear, the author jumps around within different
episodes from flashback to current times. The author also employs a colloquial tone
and this reads like a conversational blog, a light reading to be enjoyed while traveling
on the subway or else where I should say. Each episode ends with a lesson that is
learned by the author and what growth there can be reflected upon by the reader. I was
quite amused when I read of a time that Marie tried to be a female handyman enlisting
the help of a friend as well, to when I was quite concern for her to not get into that past
relationship again. I am sure that other people will enjoy reading this book as much as I
did.
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Experience Pipeline
by Quinn Haber
Published by Casagrande Press
ISBN-10: 0-9769516-3-0
ISBN-13: 978-0-9769516-3-6

Review by Kris

Our esteemed editor, Ginger Mayerson, picked up this book at
BookExpo 2008. On the page where she listed the books
available for review, she mentioned that she was surprised that
there were surfers at BookExpo. The book they were promoting
was Experience Pipeline by Quinn Haber.

In Experience Pipeline, you are a surfer competing in the Pipe Masters
tournament at Pipeline on the North Shore of Oahu in Hawaii. It is the final heat. It's
just you, your two other competitors, and the waves. You can run into any risk, like
being attacked by sharks, meeting sea turtles, plowing into coral, etc. What will
become of you? Will you win? Will you be injured? Who knows? Check out
Experience Pipeline.

Experience Pipeline is a choose-your-own adventure type book with a twist.
Instead of allowing your brain to choose which page to turn to next, you leave it up to
chance by flipping a coin. Not knowing where your fate leads you, like the wave itself.
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My almost twelve-year-old niece and I decided to check out this book together since
this book is geared toward young adult readers. We read through it three times. Our
first pass through we won and signed a pro contract, our second try we died, and our
third time we came in dead last and sustained a foot laceration. One of the other
reasons why I wanted to check out this book with my niece was to find out her opinion
on it. Her first comment was she liked the cover material. It's covered in a textured,
slippery material, and I have to agree with her on that point. It is cool. Her other only
comment was "It's awesome!" But that's all she said. She wouldn't expound anymore.

Now in my opinion, I thought that this was a very clever way to introduce surfing to
those of us who live in the landlocked states of the country. My chances of ever
learning how to surf are quite slim because it takes a very, very long drive to get to the
ocean. With Experience Pipeline I can lie around my house armed with my book
and my coin, I can be a pro-surfer in Hawaii. Quinn Haber's writing style is clear,
concise, and exciting. You could hear the waves crashing, crowds cheering, and your
heart beating in your ears. To aid in the understanding of the lay of the shoreline, a few
diagrams were placed at the beginning of the book along with descriptions of what
you'll see. Another helpful aspect of the book is the glossary in the back. I had to use it
a couple times to check out a few terms I didn't know. When I was younger I loved the
choose-your-own adventure type books, which is why I decided to pick up this book. It
was a lot of fun reading and I'll continue to play around with it, with or without my niece
because it's just too much fun!
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Vampire Hunter D Volume 6: Pilgrimage of the Sacred and the
Profane
Story by Hideyuki Kikuchi
Art by Yoshitaka Amano
Published by Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN-10:  1595821066
ISBN-13:  9781595821065

Review by Jilly Gee

Within the world of Hideyuki Kikuchi's Vampire Hunter D novels,
vampires are more commonly referred to as the Nobility; a more

fitting name given their status as former benefactors and saviors to the human race.
 Now, however, after years of rebellion by the humans, they are slowly disappearing.
 Of course, ordinary humans would not be able to accomplish such a feat by
themselves.  This is where the vampire hunters come in; remarkably skilled, they make
a career out of hunting and eliminating the Nobility.  One of the most well-known of
these hunters is D, for not only is he beautiful and seemingly unstoppable, he is also a
dhampir, one of both Nobility and human blood.

D, this time around, takes on an unusual request from a seemingly ordinary lawyer
named Thornton:  to cross the Desert of No Return to the town of Barnabas; as
incentive, Thornton offers information regarding a person D is particularly interested in.
 Unofficially joining him in his journey are Granny Viper, an old woman with
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extraordinary powers involving sand and great skill involving guns; Bingo, a man who
exudes a dangerous aura even while appearing to be in perpetual sleep; Clay, a man
wielding a harp that can cause destruction; and Tae, a young woman eighteen years of
age, eight of those years having been spent as a captive of the Nobility.

Perhaps due to the larger cast of characters acting as D's companions in Pilgrimage of
the Sacred and the Profane, D's amazing skills are not shown off as much as they
were in previous novels.  Not that this means the novel lacks action; all the group, save
Tae, are fighters to begin with, and while they don't have D's beauty and grace with a
sword, they have their own amazing talents to demonstrate.  This makes for rougher,
shorter fight sequences that will probably turn off those who enjoy detailed descriptions
of D's jumps and sword moves, but a delight to those looking for a different sort of
battle.

D may not have as much fighting action going on in this story, but he does let some
emotion slip ever so slightly.  Having not shown any such thing before, that I know of
anyway, this novel starts making great strides towards revealing the secrets behind D's
character and origin.  After all, not only has Tae's unusual situation brought some of
the dampir's feelings to the surface, there is the matter of the person Thornton has
information on.  Even so, the novel still keeps to its episodic, first-time-reader-friendly
format, telling a complete tale of the travelers crossing the desert, the dangers they
encounter, and the shocking secrets they keep.
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Heartbeat 
By Helen Gabriel
Published by Torquere Press 
ISBN-10: 1-60370-378-0
ISBN- 13: 978-1-60370-378-9

Review by Linda Yau

Heartbeat is about Sean a Navy SEAL, who is in, what he
perceives to be a one sided love for his foster brother, Jacob who
is a major league baseball player. Nothing could prepare for what

would happen when Sean learns that Jacob was kidnapped by a fan. Sean with his
team of army friends forms a rescue mission to save Jacob. Upon rescue, the road to
recovery is fraught with pit stops and blond hair bodyguards, while Sean and Jacob
form a relationship that is more than brotherly.

What a read. I can’t say that I enjoyed reading this story as much as I normally do. As a
one-shot, the characters are developed for that purpose and the premises of the plot
was a draw, but upon reading the story, I discover there are plot awkwardness and
syntax confusion. An example is this, reading the word, “hoss,” in the place of ‘boss,’
with a Texas accent? I was wondering if there was a typo, because I cannot fathom
how that would sound. Another confusion I had was the time change, as suddenly that
Jacob is recuperating, the time seem to change when Sean would have to sneak into
Jacob’s home to see him. I was confused by the introduction of some characters and
the disappearance of other characters. Let’s just say that this story had some promise,
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but was lost within the author’s attempt to try and tell a story with too few words and
assume the reader would understand.

This is an ebook at Torque Press, it is downloadable here and here is an excerpt. 
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Friday's Child
By Georgette Heyer
Originally published in the United Kingdom in 1944 by William
Heinermann, reissued by Sourcebooks Casablanca, U.S.A. 2008
ISBN13: 9781402210792
ISBN10: 1402210795

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Here I am again with yet another review of my favorite romance
writer of all time, Georgette Heyer. This sweet little story was
written in 1944, but it was still delightful to a troubled Puerto

Rican teenager in the 1970's, whose life on the Lower East Side of New York was far
from glamorous. This is a traditional romantic comedy, minus explicit sex or obscene
language, which will delight you as much as a box of bonbons full of fruits and nuts.

Lord Anthony, Viscount of Sheringham, Sherry to his friends, is in a pickle when Miss
Isabella Milborne refuses his offer of marriage. Not because he's in love with the red-
haired beauty, whom he's known since childhood (they live on adjoining estates in
Kent), even though she's been dubbed the Incomparable by Polite Society and has
many well-born suitors at her feet. You see, despite having succeeded to his father's
title at a tender age and being blessed with blond good looks and an athletic build, he
is still forced to live on a veritable pittance, compared to other young gentleman of his
class, thanks to the trust fund his late father set up which prevents him from inheriting
the whole of his father's fortune until he turns twenty-five or marries.
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Upon returning to Sheringham Place, his ancestral home in Kent, Sherry finds his
widowed mother Valeria and her freeloading brother Horace Paulett, one of the two
uncles in charge of his trust fund. When Mummy Dearest (a silly old woman who
reminds me of Mrs. Howell on "Gilligan's Island") finds out that Isabella rejected her
darling boy, she lies on her chaise lounge clutching her smelling salts in one hand
while bemoaning her son's wild way of life. Meaning the drinking, gambling, reckless
riding and driving most young gentlemen of the Regency era take part in—after all, no
gentleman ever works for a living! Her brother clutches her other hand, pretending to
sympathize with Sherry in the most patronizing way, but the young viscount knows
very well that he's gloating inwardly at the thought of enjoying two more years of living
off the trust fund. Between his mother's vapors and his uncle's patronage, our boy gets
so mad that he stomps out of the parlor declaring "I'm going back to London! And I'm
going to marry the first woman that I see!"

Despite her ladyship's fear that her only son will return from the city with some vulgar
creature from the opera-ballet on his arm just to spite her, the first woman he meets
turns out to be another childhood friend. While driving his curricle on the road to
London, he passes the modest estate of his neighbor Mr. Humphrey Bagshot and sees
dusky-haired Hero Wantage, not yet seventeen, sitting on the stone wall by the road,
dressed in one of her three homely cousins' worn out gowns, crying into her hankie. It
seems that Hero's Cousin Jane, Mr. Bagshot's wife, who took Hero in upon her father's
death when she was eight years old, has decided that she is to be sent off to Bath to
be a governess instead of having a proper coming out like her cousins. Not only is Mrs.
Bagshot afraid that her pretty cousin will outshine her ugly daughters in the Marriage
Mart, but she caught her mousey son Edwin kissing Hero and blames poor Hero for it.
The poor girl is so innocent and simple she sees no escape from her fate unless she
marries the local curate, the only man who has ever offered for her.

Upon learning of Hero's plight, Sherry, who's been her idol since she was a little girl,
decides to do them both a favor; he suggests that she marry him instead of the curate.
That way she won't have to become a governess, and he'll be able to inherit his father's
money. Besides, if he can't be married to The Incomparable, he might as well be
married to another girl he's known since childhood, who not only idolizes him but
believes every word he says and obeys him unquestioningly. What man can resist
that? So he persuades Hero to join him in the carriage, along with his diminutive groom
Jason (a former jockey and pickpocket), and carries her off to London with nothing but
the dowdy clothes on her back.

Upon their arrival in London, Sherry deposits Hero at a respectable hotel, after buying
her some decent clothing and toiletries, and goes off to his friend Gil's lodgings to get
his advice on how to obtain a special license, which is considered more respectable
than an elopement to Gretna Green in Scotland, where most young lovers of that era
went to get married in a hurry. Gilbert Ringwood and his bosom friend, Ferdinand
Fakenham, also known as Ferdy, serve as the comedy relief in this story. Gil has more
sense than Ferdy (who is also Sherry's cousin), but only just enough to serve as a
straight man to Ferdy's more clueless remarks, which he makes constantly.

During their discussion of marriage they are joined by a dashingly handsome young
man, Lord George Wrothham, also a close friend of Sherry's and a rival for the
Incomparable Isabella's hand. He thinks that Sherry went to Kent to steal Isabella from
him and is on the verge of calling him out, because George is so hot-headed he's
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always trying to challenge people to duels. But he's such a good shot that nobody ever
obliges him, which leaves him incredibly frustrated. Anyway, as soon as George learns
that Sherry's not going to marry Isabella, he's so grateful that he offers to help him
marry Hero instead. Turns out that George knows an Anglican bishop from whom they
can obtain a special license. But only because the good bishop is an old friend of his
mother's; it seems that young gentlemen of that era have as little to do with the Church
of England as they do with work.

This small circle of friends helps Sherry to tie the knot with Hero, enabling him to end
the trust and send his sponging Uncle Horace packing, as well as rescuing poor Hero
from a life of drudgery under her domineering cousin's roof.

But Sherry's hopes of a polite marriage of convenience with his childhood friend are
soon shattered when he finds his innocent bride getting into one scrape after another,
due to her lack of experience in Polite Society, or the Ton, as it was called back then.
When she isn't going off to Margate with a party of friends on the steamboat (a new
contraption which was regarded with as much suspicion during that era as the
horseless carriage was in America), he finds her dining at the Royal Saloon (a less
than respectable establishment in Piccadilly) with a fast young widow and two of the
wildest young blades of his acquaintance. He's just in time to stop her from going to
the Peerless Pool (another less than respectable place which no lady goes to
unescorted), after which he makes her a list of places where she shouldn't go without
him. Unfortunately he forgets to include fairs, and then has to run off to Bartholomew
Fair in Smithfield when she leaves him a note saying she's going there with Gussie
Yarford, an old friend from Kent who's turned into quite a party girl since her marriage,
along with Gussie's wild younger brother and his disreputable friend, who is also
Gussie's lover. Poor little Hero gets into as much trouble as Lucy Ricardo!

The irresponsible young viscount soon realizes that his young bride is no more fit to get
by in society than the kitten he nicknames her for. Her lack of a mother's guidance,
along with her mother-in-law's hostility and her bossy cousin's resentment at her poor
relation making a good marriage before any of her homely daughters, leaves her at the
mercy of any enterprising older female who claims to be her friend, and quite a few
rogues who claim to be her husband's friend. Among then is Sir Montagu Revesby, a
cad and a cardsharp who keeps luring Sherry to gambling saloons to lose his newly
acquired inheritance at various games of chance, and is much too interested in the
Incomparable Isabella for Hero's comfort, or that of Isabella's faithful suitor George
Wrothham. Poor little Hero is too fond of Sherry to criticize his friends, but she's able to
see through Sir Montagu's charming exterior and doesn't need to be told by the
worldly-wise Gil to have nothing to do with him. Her instinct and Gil's shrewd judgment
of character are soon justified when a discarded mistress of Monty's turns up on the
steps of Almack's as they are leaving, a poor country girl with a baby in her arms who
begs him to do the right thing, only to hear him deny that he ever knew her.

This shocking glimpse of Sir Montagu's true character soon sours his friendship with
Sherry, for which Sir Montigu unfairly blames Hero, who insists upon rescuing the poor
abandoned woman and her baby and giving them refuge on one of her husband's
estates. This won't be the first time that one of Hero's impulsive actions leads to trouble
later, along with Isabella blowing hot and cold on George as she flirts with the Duke of
Severn as well as Sir Montagu. When Hero finally gets into a major scrape that nearly
gets her ostracized from Polite Society, her outraged and exasperated husband finally
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decides he's tired of rescuing her from her own folly and threatens to send her back to
Kent to live with his mother. Just the thought of being exiled in the country with her
hateful mother-in-law is enough to make Hero flee to her good friends Gil, Ferdy, and
George, who fortunately for her are all playing cards at Gil's bachelor pad the night she
decides to run away. By now all three young gentlemen are as fond of her as if she
were one of their young sisters, so after hearing how monstrously Sherry has treated
her and how much she loves him, even though she knows he doesn't love her, they
decide to send Hero somewhere safe while they deny knowing where she is, hoping
this will teach Sherry to appreciate his poor little wife.

After being sent to Bath to stay with Gil's maternal grandmother Lady Saltash, a
comedy of errors and mistaken identities soon ensues, which leads to a showdown at
an inn on the road to Wells, a cathedral town where a smitten admirer of Hero's intends
to elope with her under the impression that she's a single woman. Sir Montagu also
turns up there with Isabella, after attempting to compromise her by pulling the old "My
carriage broke down in the middle of nowhere and now you have to marry me to avoid
a scandal" bit. Don't worry, Sherry and George both turn up in the nick of time to save
their ladies, and Sir Montagu gets his comeuppance, but not from either of these
gentlemen. Along the way, Sherry realizes how much he loves his silly little wife after
all, and Isabella finally learns to appreciate her faithful admirer George once she sees
how stuffy the duke is and how big a blackguard Montagu is.

Anyone who loves romance laced with comedy that doesn't rely on silly romantic
clichés or explicit love scenes will enjoy this tender tidbit by Georgette Heyer. I know
that reading it always makes me feel young and hopeful again, when love was still in
the distant future and boys were a scary mystery to me. It helped me set my standards
high enough so I wasn't willing to settle for just any man, but one who was able to love
me brains and all. Being the smartest girl in class usually means you're a wallflower at
best, an outcast at the worst. It takes a talented writer like Ms. Heyer to show intelligent
young women short of confidence that you don't need to be an Incomparable beauty to
find love. Of course you don't need to be as silly and scatterbrained as Hero Wantage
either, but sometimes it takes an innocent to show more worldly-wise people what
they're missing. BTW, the title of the book comes from the old Scottish rhyme about the
days of the week one is born on; "Friday's Child is loving and giving"—that's Hero!
Don't miss this reissue of one of Ms. Heyer's many classic romances. It's as good as
reading Jane Austin, without as much wordiness. You could finish it on a long flight or
during a long weekend. What else could you ask for in a summer reading selection?
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Dark Submission
Written by Shayne Carmichael
Published by Torque Press
ISBN 10: 1-60370-409-4
ISBN 13: 978-1-60370-409-0

Reviewed by Linda Yau

As far as Luc is concerned, he is quite grateful for the
employment opportunity that Marcus has given him. The only
problem though is the noise he keeps on hearing at night. On a

chance occurrence, when Luc goes to investigate, he finds out that Marcus might be
doing something more than what he would imagine and this sets in motion something
that Luc didn't imagine he would enjoy.

At the beginning point and until Luc discovers what was happening, I was quite
reminded of several examples that I have encountered before, all heterosexual in
pairing, where there is similar nighttime forays into the world of dark desires with
submission and domination. The only difference is that this is my first time reading
such a pairing in such a role. Added with the surprise ending, I was pretty satisfied with
this story.

This is a good story of where an inexperienced man finds himself in a darker world that
is quite different from the norm and it brings a light of understanding, an enjoyment in
the intense erotica of being taken. I wonder if there is going to be a continuation of this
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story, in another story, with the role of supporting character's Adam as a main role. The
author set up a pretty nice ground story to write more of this alternative world.

This is an ebook at Torque Press, it is downloadable here and here is an excerpt.
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Boy Princess Vol 1
Story and Art by Seyoung Kim 
Published by Netcomics
ISBN-10: 1600090303 
ISBN-13: 978-1600090301

Review by Linda Yau

To some degree and on a personal note, cross dressing has
been exemplified by the story of Fa Mulan; a story of family duty.
Boy Princess has similar concept, with the prince from the
neighboring country pretending to be his sister in a marriage of

convenient farce. His sister, who seems, has run away with the sable hand, leaving the
king giving away his son, so there wouldn't be war if the contract breaks. Rumors are
though, Prince Jed has a preference for man, which shouldn't be a problem for the
prince who is now dressed as a woman, but for the future of his home, has to pull off
the appearance of being a woman for let's say, two to three years.

This manhwa has its shares of good and bad. Good is that this is the beginning of a
promising shonen-ai series. There are humorous scenes and there are scenes that
can make you go "Awww..." but political intrigue and the melodramatic antics from
other parts of this book make it confusing and frustrating. The plot is quite unbelievable
as far in reality as gender bending goes, but in the fantasy world, the author does
manage to pull it off for shonen-ai fans. Another good point is the presence of
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interesting supporting characters such as Jed's sister.

What made this series bad are the similarities of the art. Everyone looks alike, and it is
so hard to tell which character is which. I found myself rereading parts several time to
try and figure out which character was which. A helpful dossier or character profiles is
needed.

This book is also light on the sex scenes, aside from several hot looking kissing
scenes, readers do not see any sex scenes in this book whatsoever, so enjoy it for
being a fairy tale story where the prince for a short while, has to survive as a woman
and possibly of not falling for his would be "brother in law" if his sister does come back.
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The Wonder Singer
by George Rabasa
Published by Unbridled Books
ISBN-10: 1-932961-56-9
ISBN-13: 978-1-932961-56-0

Review by Kris

An author, a nurse and a female impersonator. I know that
sounds like the beginning of one of those "A priest, a rabbi and a
Baptist minister" jokes. Throw in being chased by hitmen hired by
a Hollywood talent agent and it sounds like a crazy Monty Python
sketch. But, alas, you actually have the story of The Wonder

Singer by George Rabasa.

Mark Lockwood is a writer. Not a huge name in the industry but he does have plenty of
DIY (do-it-yourself) type books out. When he is approached by his agent with an
opportunity to ghostwrite Mercé Casals memoir, he jumps at the chance. La Casals is a
famous opera singer, nicknamed 'The Wonder Singer.' One morning, while Lockwood
waited for La Casals, a heart attack strikes the diva while soaking in her enormous
scented bath. Lockwood sees his chance, to finally make a name for himself.

With the assistance of La Casals personal nurse, Perla, Mark decides to pick up the
story, feeling that the diva left her story in his hands. The talent agent, on the other
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hand, has other plans. All he can see are dollar signs and hires a noteable and highly
controversial author to write her biography. Here is where the adventure starts.
Lockwood has amassed a lot of material and momentos from La Casals apartment and
the talent agent wants them. Orson La Prima will work security, he is La Casals biggest
fan (he's our female impersonator). He, along with Perla and Mark, wants to see Mercé
Casals story told respectfully. All while being hounded by the talent agent and his hired
thugs.

The Wonder Singer is a lyrical tapestry woven beautifully by George Rabasa. You
don't need to be a fan of opera to enjoy this story. The style is mind blowing. As the
story progresses, snippets of what would be in the memoir "The Wonder Singer" show
up in the story and blend beautifully within the larger story, and often mirror what is
going on with Mark and his struggles to get the book written and submitted before
other authors. While reading you can almost hear Tosca, Lakme, and other operas in
the background. Who knew that you could combine action and intrigue with this kooky
cast of characters. This is a great book to read and ponder. It's filled with humor, tears,
anger, name an emotion and I'm sure you will feel it while reading this novel. George
Rabasa has written a beautiful piece of prose with a little something for everyone.
Especially me, being a vocalist myself. I truly appreciate the beauty and attention that
Rabasa paid to the amazing talent that opera singers must possess. I am not trained
enough to sing opera, but I know how hard I've worked in the past just to be able to
produce a sound pleasing to ear. Mr. Rabasa has created a breathtaking libretto for the
written word. Read The Wonder Singer, I know that you won't be disappointed.

Replies: 1 Comment

Brava, Kris! Your kind words are much appreciated. I was especially flattered by your
estimate of my ability to portray the huge, mysterious gift that is the domain of the
operatic singer. Not being able to sing a note myself, my plunge into the world of voice
was based on research, listening, observation, interviews, and love of the art.
Many thanks,
George Rabasa

Posted by George Rabasa @ 07/22/2008 08:39 AM PST
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Roureville vol. 2
Story and Art: E. Hae
Published by NETCOMICS
ISBN-10: 1-60009-210-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-60009-210-7

Review by Kris

Roureville. A town so small it doesn't even show up on the map.
A town somewhere between California and Yellowstone National
Park. Evan Pryce. A hot-shot reporter from The New York Times.
He's on vacation from his crazy, hectic life in the city. Jayce. The

mysterious townsperson who is allowing Evan to stay with him in his house. Rumor
has it that Jayce is a ghost. What is going on in this little town?

Evan decides to stay in town to figure out what mysteries that the townspeople might
be hiding. Like the priest, for instance. Why is he trying so hard to chase Evan out of
town? Jayce, on the other hand, is another mystery all together. Why is he always
lurking around? What is his fascination with Evan? Is he really a ghost? Why am I
asking all these questions?

So, for me to give you a synopsis of the plot without ruining it for you, I'll give you just a
few teasers. Evan decides to stay in Roureville for a while and work on his novel. He's
the victim of frying pan violence. For some strange reason Evan is the only person who
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can touch Jayce. Which means what? He's a ghost, sort of.

The second volume of Roureville answered some questions that had lingered in my
brain from the first book. But once the questions were answered, more questions took
their place. Does Evan have the ability to read minds? What is the significance of his
nightmares? Evan's behavior in this book has become a little more erratic and treats
his host like a piece of crap. I don't know about you, but if someone invites you into
their home you are to treat them with respect, and be thankful for their hospitality. Evan
is the worst houseguest ever! If I behaved like that, my grandparents (who raised my
parents) would be turning over in their graves. Jayce, on the other hand, is selfless and
somewhat transparent, literally transparent. E. Hae's artwork is still very stylized. I'm
starting to get used to it, but I wouldn't put it into my favorite art category. The story,
however, is masterfully written. In summaries that you can read online the shonen-ai
aspect of the story is brought up. In the first book there isn't much in the way of man
love, but in the second volume more sexual tension between Evan and Jayce bubbles
up to the surface.

Since this is a NETCOMICS release you can either purchase the chapters online
(which I did for Roureville vol. 3) or you can buy the books (which my copies of
vol.'s 1 and 2 are the printed books). The books are very well done and you can't ask
for more than the ability to read the newer material before it's printed. NETCOMICS is
a fantastic fusion between online comics and printed comics. I can't complain. If you
like a little mystery, and don't mind highly stylized art, I recommend you read
Roureville. But be sure to read volume one before volume two. But you guys are
smart, you can figure that out without my help! Oh, be sure to check out my previous
review of Roureville vol. 1.
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Christina, Queen of Sweden
By Veronica Buckley
Published by HarperPerennial, 2005
ISBN: 9780060736187
ISBN10: 0060736186

Review by Chad Denton

Queen Christina Vasa of Sweden is a topic that should be
formidable but rewarding for any biographer. It is true that she
fails to meet the criteria that usually earn the "great people" the
books that map out their lives and motives. Scholars of women's
history, if they take some of her pronouncements utterly

seriously, might see her as a female misogynist; besides, rather than being a good
sample of royal and aristocratic women's experiences, Christina instead spent a
lifetime ducking the hurdles and avoiding the paths European society placed before the
women of her time. By the chilly standards of political history, Christina was almost a
non-entity even though she was born a monarch, her reign one dull gap between
Sweden's time as one of the leading Protestant nations in the Thirty Years War and the
era of Swedish dominance that overshadowed northern European history in the late
1600s. Even though she was an accomplished polyglot academic, for intellectual
history Christina has no scientific discoveries or philosophical breakthroughs or
groundbreaking writings or translations to offer up, just her correspondences with
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scholarly superstars like René Descartes, Anne Le Fèvre Dacier, and Pierre Gassendi.

All that aside, Christina's life is still a fascinating topic that has all the raw materials for
an engaging book. She swore, savored dirty jokes, routinely wore a mix of women's
and men's clothing (if not masculine attire altogether), and once mortified Paris' blue
bloods by flinging her legs over the armrests of her chair at a theatrical performance.
Probably her most notorious moment was her "murder" of Descartes, who moved to
Stockholm to become Christina's philosophy tutor at her own request and died of
pneumonia after being subjected to a grueling schedule of braving cold Scandinavian
mornings to meet Christina at five in the morning. Then there are her somewhat
mysterious reasons for abdicating her throne and converting from Lutheranism, the
religion her father died to uphold, to Catholicism, which have given fuel for romantic
speculations in the films Queen Christina from 1933 and The Abdication from
1972. Even after her abdication, she had other adventures, such as a disastrous but
thrilling bid to become the Queen of Naples at Spain's expense. Finally there's
Christina's modern reputation as one of very few prominent lesbians in European
history which, even if one does not agree, at least makes for interesting arguments and
speculations one way or another.

So...how could this book go so wrong?

First off, Veronica Buckley seems blissfully unaware that readers want to hear
Christina's voice, not her own. In the course of her life Christina wrote an account of
her childhood and a deep corpus of letters, but one could never tell from reading this
biography, which quite often eschews Christina's own thoughts and observations in
favor of the author's speculations on the historical actors' inner emotional states. This
would not necessarily be a poor approach, especially since even biographies with a
long paper trail do require a leap of conjecture every now and then. Still, it is possible
to take the leap off that cliff and fall into that magical realm where historical
personalities start to look like characters in a bad novel. For just one example, not only
does Buckley claim that Christina loved her cousin (and eventual successor) Karl
Gustav with the "sturdy old love of a childhood friend", but turns to her window into the
inner thoughts and emotions of seventeenth century people and states that he "may
have loved her, too, in the simpler way that a man loves a woman" (102-3). In spite of
such in-depth and audacious analysis, not a single scrap of personal writings appears
to support it. Perhaps I am being too harsh here, since this is a biography for a broad
audience rather than a PhD thesis, but "it's not an academic history!" is hardly an
excuse for such obvious laziness and sloppiness. "Show, don't tell" is as much a
fundamental law for biographers as it is for novelists.

None of this is to say that Buckley has no respect for that rule, although her choices for
emphasis are a bit hard to understand. Christina's coronation merits almost ten pages,
detailing such weighty matters as how Christina wanted to redecorate the royal
apartments for the occasion, logistical problems with finishing three triumphal arches
that had been commissioned, and even what the horses in the procession were
wearing (168-9, 171-9). However, Christina's turbulent relationship with her mentally ill
mother, Maria Eleonore of Brandenburg, only deserves a few pages here and there.
Christina's ideas for reform and her policies in Sweden are only given shallow details,
a curious thing in a biography about a reigning monarch, and even then often to
support Buckley's assertion that Christina was too fickle and inept to be an effective
ruler. Christina's intimate relationship with her handmaiden Belle Sparre, which along
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with Christina's aversion to marriage and her abdication has fed debates about
Christina's sexuality, barely spans one and a half pages.

Most people with just a passing familiarity with Queen Christina's biography will notice
Buckley's refusal to even delve into the issue of Christina's sexual inclinations. In the
otherwise detailed index, under Christina's name "homosexuality", "lesbianism" or
similar words do not appear at all. This is not the fault of the indexer, since Buckley
never pauses to argue one way or another. Buckley's opinion is a definite "no", but this
is something that has to be pieced together from her dismissive discussion of the
"rumors" surrounding Christina's love affairs (which, of course, she very rarely cites nor
does she discuss whether or not the sources might have been in any way credible),
and her emphasis on Christina's male attachments over her relationship with Belle.
There is nothing wrong with arguing that Christina was not attracted to the same sex or
that modern categories of sexuality cannot ever be applied to people of Christina's
time, but simply flitting around the issue is insulting to those who do uphold Christina
as a lesbian model. Most of all, it is curious to see a biographer outright ignore one of
the key reasons why Christina is a figure of widespread interest in the first place. Even
Margaret Goldsmith in her biography of Christina, which was published in 1935, takes
the time to delve into Christina's sexuality for over six pages.

On my part I was left wondering why Veronica Buckley bothered with Christina at all.
Throughout the book Buckley's treatment of Christina is roundly unsympathetic, even
hostile in places. All in all, Christina comes across as egotistical, gullible, and selfish to
the point of being destructive. Buckley is also consistent in downplaying Christina's
intellectual achievements and arguing that Christina was insecure to the point that her
renown in European intellectual circles mostly derived from self-promotion. This is not
to claim that Buckley isn't right, at least to an extent; it would be very difficult to argue
that Christina was not capable of exceptionally reckless judgment or that she didn't buy
into her own press. Aside from occasional outbursts of armchair therapy that diagnoses
Christina with low self-esteem (in another example of newer is not always better in the
world of history and biography, Goldsmith's biography also boasts, in my opinion, a
more in-depth and sophisticated attempt to comprehend Christina's psychology),
Buckley seems disinterested in how Christina's actions might be justified, or at least in
how her motives might be described beyond simple personal failings. I am not saying
that Christina deserves a hagiography, but Buckley inches toward the other extreme.
As a ravenous reader of biographies, I can claim with confidence that there are books
out there with more even-handed analyses of individuals like Caligula and Stalin than
what Buckley gives Christina in these pages.

For these reasons and more, I am very confused by the critical accolades printed on
my edition of the book. I can only assume that I had read a different book or Harper
Perennial's marketing department had put a great deal of imaginative effort into taking
the critics' quotes out of context. The most that can be said for Buckley's biography is
that it's competently written with a prose style that keeps the reader's attention. As a
biography, an effort to detail the life and personality and feelings of a man in the past, it
falls apart at the slightest pressure. A critic, Frances Wilson, from The Guardian
deemed it a "wonderfully rich and poignant book." In truth, the only aspect of this
biography that is truly "poignant" is that an intriguing and unique figure like Christina
Vasa has had her story told by a hack.
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VIZ announced today that all 37 episodes of the DEATH NOTE anime are now
available for purchase and download at Apple's iTunes store. It looks like they are US
$1.99 per episode. Some episodes of BLEACH and NARUTO are also available at
iTunes. I'm very happy to see more and more high-quality anime officially available
online.

"VIZ Media is committed to giving fans the best in animated entertainment and we are
thrilled to have captivating and unique series like NARUTO, BLEACH and DEATH
NOTE now available on iTunes to provide the best options in delivering exciting
animated content in a high quality digital way," says David Rewalt, Senior Director of
Retail Development at VIZ Media. "For new fans, iTunes also presents a flexible and
portable way to view content when and where they want. We look forward to fans
visiting iTunes for the latest in Japanese animation."

Tom Good
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Christmas Sucks: What to Do When Fruitcake, Family, and
Finding the Perfect Gift Make You Miserable
Written by: Joanne Kimes
Published by Adams Media
ISBN-10: 1598698125
ISBN-13: 9781598698121

Review by Kris

I know I'm not the only one out there. Haven't you noticed
Christmas decorations mixed in with your swimwear choices? Or
during the commercial break while watching your favorite
Halloween horror flick a commercial comes on and reminds you

that you need to start your Christmas shopping? In my opinion the Christmas
commercial during Halloween is probably scarier than anything you will see on the
telly. Thanks to Joanne Kimes, author of such books as Pregnancy Sucks and
Dating Sucks comes a book to help those of us who dread the holiday season.

I know the title can seem a little scary. Why on Earth would anyone think that
Christmas sucks? It's the time we celebrate the birth of our Savior (for those of us that
believe that way). Have no fear! Christmas Sucks is a guide to help all of us
survive the hectic holiday season with our sanity intact, unless you're like me and you
are insane to begin with. This invaluable guide gives fantastic tips on how to keep
within your budget, not go overboard with decorations, and so many other great tips.
Do you know how to handle a house full of guests, all staying in your home instead of
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at a hotel? Thanks to Joanne Kimes you can now figure out how to kick those guests
out of your house with grace and class!

This book is so freakin' funny. I laughed so hard so many times I'm surprised I didn't
pee my pants. Not once, or twice but so many times I lost count. Not only is the advice
given really helpful but it is handled in such a way that makes you laugh out loud. How
can you not find humor in this book when you have chapters entitled "All I Want For
Christmas Is My Retirement Account Intact" and "Deck the Halls With Tons of Crap."
With this book of tips by my side I'll be calm, cool, and collected this Christmas season
while the rest of those suckers who didn't read it will be frazzled and stressed out. I
recommend this book to anyone who dreads the holidays, or for anyone who loves
Christmas. Which means, everyone should read this book!
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Candy
Story and art by Satomi Sugita
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569705631
ISBN-13: 9781569705636

Review by Jilly Gee

Tooru Katsuragi, the second of three brothers, remembers his
cousin, Takara, as kind and warm, especially to Tooru. When
Takara suddenly shows up to live with the Katsuragi brothers
years later, however, he is cold and abrupt, especially to Tooru,

stating that he had never wanted to see him in the first place. What happened to those
happy childhood days?

As sweet as its name, Candy does not dwell for too long on deep issues or even just
any one dilemma. The two find their comfort around and with each other rather quickly
and spend the rest of the volume being all lovey-dovey and dealing with problems all
couples face. Well, problems that all BL couples who also happen to be related face
anyway: hiding the relationship from the other brothers; different opinions about how
much they should keep hidden; sexual frustration; secrets that they should
communicate to each other, but don't. Their sexual relationship builds up slowly, but
surely, each subsequent chapter going just a bit further; from kissing, to touching, and
finally to getting hot and sweaty in bed together.
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While the bulk of the graphic novel is about Takara and Tooru's relationship, including
the finishing story, there are a couple of chapters unrelated to the Katsuragi family that
take place within a school. Or rather, just a few of the rooms of the school. The school
counselor, Yago-sensei, seems pretty content with his job; after all, Kureno-sensei
comes to visit him often and he has nice, white beds in the infirmary in which to do
Kureno-sensei in. Raunchier than the main story, they get much hotter and sweatier in
their make-up sex, Yago-sensei going so far as to bind Kureno-sensei's hands with his
own necktie.

Candy is all about the romance, the relationships of the characters, and not so much
the characters as individuals. Even though a couple of surprising things were revealed
about Tooru and Takara, those things remain only in the background, unexplained as if
they were just minor details, serving only to get the two of them closer to each other.
Mostly predictable, this boys love graphic novel isn't going to blow anyone's mind with
its plot, but it will put smiles on people's faces with its saccharine tenderness.

Candy review by Kris
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Roureville vol. 1
Story and Art: E. Hae
Published by NETCOMICS
ISBN-10: 1-60009-208-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-60009-209-1

Review by Kris

Evan Pryce is a reporter for The New York Times. He seems to
be at the top of his game. He even broke a story involving South
American terrorists. Since he has a bounty on his head he's been
living in his cubicle at the office. A call comes in about a ghost in

a small town and Evan's boss feels it is the perfect opportunity to get Evan out of the
office and in an unidentifiable location until the death threats subside. Evan reluctantly
agrees as you can hear a collective sigh of relief from the rest of the office.

The town is Roureville. It's so small it's not even on a map. The only information he had
to go on is that Roureville is located somewhere between California and Yellowstone
National Park. That's quite the large area to search. Ten days pass and asking just
about everyone he could find, Evan had no success and no gas. Standing next to his
car, with nothing and no one around, he catches the sight of a priest. Seizing the
opportunity he approaches the priest and asks if he knows where Roureville is. Instead
of the answer he expected, the priest flipped out and told him to get lost. Once the
priest is gone, Evan finds a neglected sign pointing the way to Roureville. It's also the
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road that the priest walked down.

This is where our tale truly begins. Evan arrives in a sleepy little town with only one
convenience store, few homes, and a whole lotta nothin'. Once in the market all the
locals have to check him out since their town doesn't see too many visitors. Evan,
being the journalist that he is, jumps right into the questions about the ghost. Everyone
around thinks that the idea is absurd and they try to quickly get rid of the nosy visitor.
Evan not wanting to leave quite yet asks if there is anywhere he might stay. One of the
locals step forward and offers up his home. His name is Jayce, which strangely the
name of the ghost is the same. What is going on in this little town and why is everyone
so up in arms with having a visitor hanging around?

E. Hae's work is very stylized and it takes a while to get used to. I still am not fond of
the art but there is enough of a story there to make it possible to overlook the it. The
story is a bit complicated and confusing and I had to read the second volume to help
clarify a few things. Also I had to read it several times to try and grasp what was going
on. It's a great book to dwell on to try and figure out what's going on. I have the
tendency to be able to figure out what is going to happen fairly quickly, but this one
kept me guessing and in regards to other things I'm still scratching my head. I'm
hopeful that in subsequent volumes those questions will be answered.

NETCOMICS has done a beautiful job with the book. NETCOMICS is an online
manhwa/manga publisher. They also print some of their volumes. My copy of
Roureville is in book form, which I prefer anyway. I like to soak in the tub and read,
which, if the only way you could get your comics was on your computer you risk
electrocution if you read them in the tub. I own several different NETCOMICS titles. I've
noticed that if it's manhwa (Korean) the books read left to right, but if it's manga
(Japanese) it reads right to left. The books are a nice size and fit in your hands well.
They are also very flexible. The pages are printed on a higher quality paper than some
other publishers. I do recommend this book because it's a mystery/boys love story.
You can't go wrong with that combination!
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A Promise of Romance
Story by: Kyoko Akitsu
Illustrations by: Tooko Miyagi
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-710-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-710-4

Review by Kris

I'm going to say this first. Initially I had no desire, I repeat no
desire, to read this book. I read the synopsis on Juné's website
and it didn't do anything for me. It wasn't until I read Ryes review
of it that I changed my mind (click here to read her review).

Edward, aka as Lord Argyle, is one of England's most eligible bachelors. When his
parents died in an automobile accident the will stipulates that he must marry by the
time he turns 26. If he doesn't, he loses everything, the money, the estate, everything.
With a meddling butler, a caring uncle, and a nasty uncle are all trying to marry him off
to someone. Edward enjoys being a playboy and schemes with his schoolmate,
Neville, to hire himself a fiancé. There is a family heirloom, a ring, that the woman who
wears that ring is the one that the man will marry, according to family lore. Edward
gave the ring away to someone who was in need and figured that he could hire her.

Satsuki Imamura is a young college college student. When he wasn't accepted in the
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acting college of his choice he made the decision to move to London and study acting
and theatre there. To make ends meet he works in a pub washing dishes, doing odd
jobs, serving customers, etc. He befriends a lady in whom she entrusts an important
object to Satsuki. It is a beautiful ring with a blue stone. Satsuki wants to return the ring
to the Brenda, his friend, but can't because she passed away. The only information
that Brenda gave Satsuki about the man who gave her the ring is that he is a beautiful,
blonde god. One day at the pub an extremely attractive blonde man and a normal
looking brunette come in looking for Brenda. Satsuki lets them know that she is no
longer around. He then realizes that this is the beautiful blonde who gave Brenda the
ring. Satsuki tries to return it, but to no avail. Edward has other things going on in his
mind. He asks Satsuki a few questions and it is discovered that Satsuki is an actor.

Edward invites Satsuki to his apartment. It is decided that Edward wants to hire Satsuki
as his fiancé because with a man there won't be any attraction or attachment and as
soon as the time frame that Satsuki acts as Edward's soon-to-be bride is over the ties
can be severed cleanly. After hearing the plan, Satsuki reluctantly agrees. He could
really use the cold, hard cash. Satsuki starts acting as a woman almost immediately,
and lives in a spare room in Edwards apartment. Will things work out like Edward
wants?

I was totally wrong from the get go. I loved this novel. Not only is it an interesting story
(It's like a yaoi version of My Fair Lady, which is referenced in the book) but Miyagi-
sensei's art really makes this story stand out. Miyagi-sensei is known for her manga Il
Gatto Sul G. Each chapter of the book had a different Shakesperean play for its title,
how appropriate, you're in England and we're dealing with an actor. The story is a
sugary, sweet romance. With Satsuki being the uke, you would expect him to be whiny
but you are wrong. There are only two sex scenes, one of which is a rape. I normally
don't say this but the way the rape situation was handled well. Edward felt extreme
remorse for what he had done. You usually don't see that in yaoi (the remorse, not the
rape). It is a pretty quick read so it's great for summer reading. It's definitely worth your
time regardless of what you may think initially and I gladly keep it in my yaoi novel
collection. I can tell you right now that I will read it over and over again. I enjoyed it that
much! Way to go, Juné. You picked a great title to publish!
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Caged Slave
Story by: Yuiko Takamura
Illustrated by: An Kanae
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-735-9
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-735-7

Review by Kris

Tsukasa Shinozaki has really bad luck with men. Part of the
problem is that he is extremely good looking. When men
approach him, they only look at his outward appearance and only
want him for his good looks and smokin' body. Because of this he

has developed a complex and has very little self-confidence. For the past year he had
been dating his boss but recently his boss tossed him aside to become engaged to the
daughter of the president of the company that they work for. To add insult to injury,
Tsukasa was demoted to a crappy position in the company. He had been working as a
secretary and actually doing a good job. To drown his sorrows, one evening he finds
himself drinking by himself in a hotel bar. When fate appears. A mysterious stranger
buys him a drink and then proceeds to invite him to his room. Tsukasa is starving for
some physical action and takes him up on the offer. They have quite the passionate
night of hot, sweaty, wild sex. The next morning Tsukasa wants to know the name of
this gorgeous, mysterious stranger. But the only answer he gets is that the room they
are in will be reserved again next week and Tsukasa is more than welcome to join him
for some more hot sex.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569707357
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Tsukasa has some reservations, but finds himself going back to the hotel every Friday
night. He's fallen for the mysterious stranger but is conflicted because he knows
nothing about the man. The pattern continues for three months. Strangely he looks
forward to Friday nights because his job holds no fulfillment anymore. One day at work
he is called up to the General Affairs office. The president of the company had passed
away suddenly (earlier in the year) and the previous president was in his eighties and
couldn't take on the job full time. It was decided that they would hire a new executive to
handle many presidential type tasks until the daughter of the president who passed
away graduated from college. Which she would then take the reins. On his previous
boss' recommendation (the evil, scheming one) he is assigned as the new executive's
secretary. Tsukasa is ecstatic! For the next week he prepares everything to make the
new executive, Kouki Takeshima's transition that much easier. Tsukasa is so excited
when the day arrives to meet his new boss. He is given the heads up that Takeshima
is headed his way. When the elevator doors open Tsukasa is in for a major surprise.

The new executive is none other that the gorgeous mystery man that he's been
sleeping with for the past three months (gasp!). Tsukasa regains his composure,
introduces himself, and proceeds to inform him of his schedule. The weeks passes by
at a whirlwind pace. Friday arrives and Tsukasa stands in the hallway in front of the
hotel room that he and Takeshima share. He's unable to knock on the door because he
is wracked with fear. He's afraid that if he knocks, no one will be there. He can't handle
the rejection. Besides, he figures that now their identities are out in the open
Takeshima won't be interested anymore. He is so distraught that he runs away. At work
on Monday when Tsukasa dons his secretary cap he feels that the look in Takeshima's
eyes tell him that he wasn't at the hotel on Friday. Takeshima was feeling the fever in
his lower regions and throws Tsukasa on his desk. Tsukasa was also feeling the fever
and a new game was born. But Tsukasa is still struggling with his own emotions. He's
fallen in love with his boss but doesn't feel that Takeshima feels the same way. Will
Tsukasa be able to confess his feelings? How will Takeshima deal with this situation?
You've got to read Caged Slave to find out.

I have no idea where they got the idea for the title Caged Slave. It was, however, a
pretty good book. This book is devoid of any rape scenes, even though Takeshima
feels like he's raping Tsukasa when the do it in his office for the first time. Something
that I've noticed in a lot of these yaoi novels is there is one sex scene just before the
end, but with this book the sex starts right away and continues regularly. The
illustrations are pretty erotic but not overly graphic. Juné did a great job with selecting
this title. I started reading it before I went to bed but I couldn't put it down so I stayed up
way past my bedtime (I work really early in the morning so just lay off!) to finish reading
it. I definitely recommend this novel to anyone who enjoys a quick read with hot sex!
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Sweet Admiration
Story by: Yuuki Kousaka
Illustrations by: Midori Shena
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-732-4
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-732-6

Review by Kris

One summer during Katsuya's childhood, his life changed
forever. Kazuki and Shio came to spend the summer with their
Uncle. Katsuya and Kazuki were the same age and became
friends immediately. Shio is Kazuki's older brother. Katsuya is an

only child and both his parents work full time. He doesn't know what it's like to have
someone waiting for him at home after a long day of playing with friends. He always
appreciated when Shio would come and pick up Kazuki and they would walk Katsuya
home. From that summer on Katsuya loved Shio.

Fast forward several years. Katsuya has graduated from college and decided to take a
job in Tokyo. It turns out that this job is at a company that Shio helped found. That
would explain why Katsuya would want the job. He was assured that when he moved
to Tokyo the company would provide him housing. Although when he arrives, the
housing is unavailable. Not knowing what to do he contacts Kazuki. Kazuki is excited to
know that his friend has come to his city and will do anything to help him out. Kazuki is
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a little confused on why he decided to take a job in Tokyo instead of his hometown like
he said he would. Now secrets are revealed. Katsuya purposefully took the job at the
company that company in hopes of seeing Shio. Kazuki lets Katsuya know that Shio is
straight and that he is only an investor and the chances of running into him at work are
slim to none. Even if he did see him at work, Shio probably wouldn't remember
Katsuya anyway. Katsuya's hopes were dashed in an instant, but he just tells himself
that it wasn't love he was feeling towards Shio, but admiration.

Once Katsuya starts his job he gets a little annoyed at the fact that the company hasn't
given him any heads up on his housing situation. He approaches the president of the
company (it's a really new company) and basically rips him a new one. The president
reassures Katsuya that things will work out and he will keep him posted. Later on that
afternoon, Katsuya is making copies when a photo on a shelf catches his eye. Picking
up the photo one person stands out by far and away. It's Shio. To keep from being too
obvious Katsuya asks a co-worker about the photo and finds out that it is indeed Shio.
After going out on his rounds and arriving back to the office, the co-worker with whom
he had the discussion with about the photo chases him down. He is wanted in the
presidents office. Uh-oh!

Katsuya enters the office and what is the first things he sees? Shio. He is taken aback.
Shio is so much more beautiful than he remembers. It turns out that Shio lives alone in
an apartment that has been provided to him by the company. To ease the stress of
Katsuya's situation it is decided that he will live with Shio until arrangements for
company housing can be made. Inside Katsuya is ecstatic, but Shio on the other hand
is not at all thrilled. Katsuya remembered a shy, but caring person in Shio, but this
person he is seeing now is really kind of a jerk. Shio lays down the ground rules. You
are responsible for yourself, period, the end. Will Katsuya be able to survive living with
his dream man? Does Shio warm up to Katsuya?

Sweet Admiration was reviewed here by Ryes. So be sure to check out her review
as well. This is a departure from what I like to call rape lit. Rape lit is where the main
character is raped, but the attacker convinces the victim that he actually really wants it.
And of course, the victim falls in love for the attacker. With this a common premise in
both yaoi novels and yaoi manga reading something where this is not present is really
quite nice. This is just a sweet story with a sweet storyline. I did notice a couple of
errors (mixing up names, etc.) but not too many. It is also a very quick read (although, I
should say that I am a very fast reader and I have no life so it's easy for me to read a
book of this size in a couple of hours). It's perfect to throw into your beach bag, or if a
beach isn't close by (like in my case) take it poolside, keep it next to your sunscreen!
Juné has had some hits and misses with their novel titles (more hits that misses, but
I'm trying to catch up on their novels). The story is solid and sweet, very little angst,
and it's an all around good story. The art is beautiful and makes a great addition to the
story. Sweet Admiration is definitely a great addition to my growing yaoi novel
collection and I can see myself reading it again and again in the future!

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/


Archived Entry - 07/13/2008: "Yaoi Novel Review: Sweet Admiration"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000936.htm[4/27/2019 2:51:05 PM]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,

http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 07/13/2008: "Yaoi Novel Review: Sweet Admiration"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000936.htm[4/27/2019 2:51:05 PM]

comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with
your comment and we'll add it.



Archived Entry - 07/12/2008: "Yaoi Novel Review: Better Than a Dream"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000935.htm[4/27/2019 2:51:08 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Yaoi Review: Tomcats 1"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Yaoi Novel
Review: Sweet Admiration"]

07/12/2008 Archived Entry: "Yaoi Novel Review: Better Than a
Dream"

Better Than a Dream
Story by: Raica Sakuragi
Illustrations by: Katsumi Asanami
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-734-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-734-0

Review by Kris

I am going to quote from the back of the book:

"Tsukada and Yuuki are the perfect couple, living a life of bliss in
the shadow of towering Mount Asahidake. While Tsukada is a

risk-taking adventurer, homebody Yuuki runs a cafe called Fuuka. But after Tsukada
dies in a tragic avalanche, Yuuki sinks into a dark depression, unable to get his lover
out of his mind. An old schoolmate helps him ease the pain, but their relationship is
uneasy at best.

One year later, a mysterious stranger walks into Fuuka carrying a mountain-climber's
backpack. Kamishiro is a brawny master chef who's looking for a job. Yuuki ends up
hiring him, and even throws in room and board.

Soon they are roommates with separate bedrooms, until one fateful night, when
everything changes between them."
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Yuuki met Tsukada while he was working in his grandparents cafe, Fuuka. They struck
up an unusual friendship and spent quite a bit of time with one another. Tsukada was a
mountain climber and worked in an outdoor outfitters in town. Two years after they
became friends they became lovers. When Yuuki's grandparents decided to retire from
the cafe business, Yuuki took it over. For two years Yuuki and Tsukada were in sheer
bliss until one fateful day when Tsukada was killed in an avalanche. Yuuki was beside
himself with grief and couldn't really cope. His high school buddy, Shin, wants to do all
he can for Yuuki. He spends many a night at the cafe and time with Yuuki.

About a year has passed since Tsukada's death and life has settled down for Yuuki.
Shin still comes around when he's not away on construction jobs. But one day Yuuki's
world is turned upside down. One afternoon a large guy comes into Fuuka. Strangers
usually don't frequent his establishment, but it's not the fact that this guy is a stranger.
What takes Yuuki by surprise is the backpack the stranger is carrying. It's a bright
yellow mountain-climber's backpack, and Tsukada had one just like it. The stranger
ordered a whole bunch of things off the menu, freaking Yuuki out. Our mystery man
reassured Yuuki that he wasn't going to dine and dash and offered to pay up front.
After preparing and serving the food, the stranger invited Yuuki to sit down while he
ate. Once trying all of the dishes the man states that he'll start working for him. Yuuki
is taken aback. He was hiring, but was going to hire someone to wait tables. But the
man, Kamishiro, hands over his resume, fixes a dish and convinces Yuuki to hire him.
Yuuki reluctantly agrees. It turns out that Kamishiro is a five-star chef that has worked
in only the most prestigious restaurants. Yuuki can't pay Kamishiro what he's worth,
but Kamishiro basically says that if Yuuki can provide a room and pay what he was
planning on paying the waitress, he would take the job. As Kamishiro retreated into the
house to take a bath (the house is attached to the cafe) Yuuki notices that Kamishiro
walks with a terrible limp.

Yuuki wants to let his pal Shin know about the new development, but he doesn't know
how to approach the subject. So, he doesn't. As time passes something about
Kamishiro reminds Yuuki of Tsukada. Yuuki finds himself being more and more
attracted to this man. But Yuuki can't seem to find out much about Kamishiro. One day
Shin comes into Fuuka. Of course he's quite surprised at the newest development.
Shin quickly eats his meal and leaves. Yuuki is worried, but can't dwell on it too much
because with Kamishiro cooking, Fuuka has become quite the popular cafe. One
stormy night right before closing Shin appears again, but is drunker than a skunk
(although I don't think I've ever seen drunk skunks before). While in the cafe Shin
makes a complete fool out of himself and then passes out. Yuuki, not knowing what to
do decides to drive Shin and his car to Shin's apartment, much to Kamishiro's dismay.
When Shin and Yuuki arrive at Shin's, he confesses that he's wanted to make the
moves on Yuuki but has respected the time that Yuuki needs to grieve over Tsukada.
Shin then decides he can't wait anymore and decides to take Yuuki by force, all while
spouting hateful things about Yuuki and Kamishiro getting it on (which we know that
there isn't anything going on). Shin can't seem to get Yuuki's fire going and so decides
to stop before he's full on raped Yuuki. Yuuki arrives back at Fuuka showing the signs
that something had happened. Yuuki has found himself being attracted to Kamishiro
and he doesn't want to be seen in state. The next day Kamishiro wants to know what
happened between Yuuki and Shin, more out of worry than curiosity. To which Yuuki
explodes, due to sexual frustration, and invites Kamishiro to sleep with him right then
and there. Kamishiro grabs Yuuki and proceeds with the invitation. Once the sexual
flames have subsided the two continue in their relationship. But Yuuki can't seem to
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get the fact that he doesn't know much about Kamishiro out of his mind. It seems that
he's harboring some secrets.

I must say that I really liked this story. It was so refreshing to read something other
than rape lit, which many yaoi stories are. They share a loving relationship built on
mutual feelings. The only thing missing is the trust. The story does make an interesting
twist that is really kind of surprising, I sure didn't see it coming. The story was very
interesting and beautifully written. The illustrations are also gorgeous. Sometimes you'll
come across one of these novels and there will be a lot of illustrations, just to fill space.
In this case it's a fairly thick book (for yaoi standards) and just a few illustrations. No
arguments from me though. For anyone who has read my reviews where I've said that
I avoided reading something due to me judging the book by the cover and kicking
myself later for thinking shallow things about it, I totally judged this book by it's cover.
But I bought it because I thought that the art on the cover was beautiful and that's why I
wanted to read it. I know that's just as shallow but I don't care! Juné made a good
choice in Better Than a Dream. I do recommend this romantic novel to anyone, at
least those who appreciate the yaoi genre (not everyone can handle male on male
action).
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Tomcats
Story and Art by Mashiro Minamino
Published by Deux Press
ISBN10: 1934496235
ISBN13: 9781934496237

Review by Linda Yau

This is a verbatim description from the back of the graphic novel:
Tomcats

Pint-sized Human Cats, Shady “Men in Black,” A Cat God and
More!

Mao is just your typical disillusioned young man working in a pizza joint. But he soon
finds himself in the middle of a surreal adventure after he meets his old friend Sora, a
pint-sized human cat. Shady “men in black” show up at his workplace, prompting Mao
to flee the city for a forest in the middle of the desert. Mao’s back-to-nature escape
wouldn’t be complete without his silent lover Tora, Koyuki the magic human kitten, who
can make all sorts of things appear, and more pint-sized human cats. Out of a door in
a tree emerges a confused cat god, but even stranger still is what’s inside the tree!
Yaoi in Wonderland?!

What a misleading book description. The graphic novel, Tomcats certainly does not
begin in a linear fashion as the product description summarizes. In fact, the plot felt
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rushed and incomplete as it jumped all over the place, in a disjointed fashion and it did
take me several frustrating tries to even begin the book.

Chapters were separated into many mini-episodes/chapters.

The book is quite weird and humorous once you get into pace of the book, with random
acts occurring – such as being punted off into mid-air or continually being wished a
“Good Morning” to. I had no problems with loving the cat boy characters, what is there
not to love? They’re short, cute and cuddly.

Several complaints though, not sure if it was the fault of the author or the publisher, but
someone should not have placed the map at the beginning of the story. Another would
be the lack of boys love’s sexual scenes in this book. Occasionally I would imagine
there being some kissing. This book lacks all of that, save for some symbolic ideas; as
far as I am concerned volume two must be better in terms of physical romantic
development. What made me not give up hope of this being boy’s love, are the
premises of the humans and some of the cat boys already having pre-existing
romantic relationships. 
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I Shall Never Return vol. 3
Story and Art: Kazuna Uchida
Published by Deux Press
ISBN-10: 1934496227
ISBN-13: 978-1934496220

Review by Kris

We're half way through the series. What will happen with Ritsuro
and Ken?

Ken decided to go to Singapore with his mom. It's just for a short
time but Ken feels that he needs the time away to heal. I guess

that he's not aware of the fact that when you run away from your problems, they will
wait for you to return. Ken hasn't met his stepfather yet. His name is Junta Tsuzuki,
he's a freelance photographer and is several years younger than Ken's mom. When
they arrive at their home, Ken and his mother get into an arguement about the fact that
he's involved with another guy. Ken storms out and drives away. Ritsuro on the other
hand is dealing with school and his parents. It seems that they don't like Ken and they
think that he's a bad influence on their son. Oh, how little they know! Since Ritsuro is
feeling lonely, Kazuyoshi Iwasaki is trying to fill the void. Ritsuro must be emitting
some strong pheremones, because all these dudes just want to get with him.

Back in Singapore Ken is struggling to keep his emotions in check and crashes into the
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guardrail on the side of the road. Luckily someone was passing by at the time and this
good samaritan takes pity on our dear Ken. Ken thinks that this guy who stopped to
help looked like Ritsuro. After going to the hospital, the mystery man introduces
himself as J and takes Ken out for breakfast. J seems to come on a little strong, and it
turns out that J is none other than Junta Tsuzuki, Ken's stepfather. Hmm... it sure
seems like the stepfather is hitting on the stepson. Weird. At home in Osaka, Ritsuro
and Kazuyoshi seem to be getting along swimmingly. Kazuyoshi apologized for his bad
behavior and things have been going well between them. Kazuyoshi decides to drag
Ritsuro shopping and then makes him wear a suit home from the store. They stop over
at Kazuyoshi's where Ritsuro is introduced to Kazuyoshi's soon to be stepmother and
his little sister (who is absolutely adorable!). After dinner Kazuyoshi tells Ritsuro that he
wants to formally apologize to Ken as soon as he returns from Singapore. Also it
seems that Kazuyoshi is developing deeper feelings for Ritsuro.

The day arrives for Ken to return from his time away when shocking news flies. J wants
Ken to accompany him on a photography trip to India and Kazuyoshi makes his
feelings for Ritsuro known. Man, the plot gets even thicker. Will Ken go with J to India?
Will Kazuyoshi be able to win Ritsuro's heart? You'll have to read this volume to find
out.

Man, the plot has gotten that much thicker. No worries though, it's still really good and
the story flows well. Moeko does make an appearance in the book but it's getting to
the point where if I divulge too much I'm going to ruin the story for everyone and we
don't want that. I Shall Never Return vol. 3 is quite gripping. Once I started it I
couldn't put it down. Sadly the next one won't be out until September, boo-hoo! As the
series moves along the clearer the story is becoming. It's a pretty heavy story and
riddled with angst. Who knows what will happen? Deux Press has done a wonderful
job and I have to say that the cover art has greatly improved. I still recommend the
series. Keep with it, you won't be disappointed. Okay, maybe you will but things
happen for a reason and I know it will work out in the end.

Feel free to check out my reviews of I Shall Never Return vol. 1 and I Shall
Never Return vol. 2.
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Dorothy of Oz, Vol. 1 & Vol. 2
by Son Hee-Joon
English Translation by Nahee Jung
English Adaptation by Kevin M. Kilgore
Udon Entertainment

Review by Tom Good

This Dorothy comes from Korea, not
Kansas, and insists her name is Mara Shin,
not Dorothy. But many familiar elements of
the Oz story are here, cleverly transformed

with some science fiction elements. The Tin Man is a cyborg, the Scarecrow is a clone,
and the Lion is a "mutant chimera." Dorothy can transform into a powerful witch, and
her witch form happens to look like a voluptuous, sexy superhero with a fashionable
and revealing costume. Unfortunately she has a lot to learn about how to actually use
magic.

Son Hee-Joon integrates these new elements well and lets them drive the story, so
they come across as more than just gimmicks. This new direction for the story
reminded me of the TV mini-series Tin Man, in which the Dorothy character was called
"DG" and the land was called the "Outer Zone," or "the O.Z." While I enjoyed that
version too, I found that I preferred the manga-styled Dorothy of Oz.
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The art in this series is really cute, charming, and fun. All of the main characters look
appealing and are easily distinguishable from each other. One of my favorite pages in
Volume 2 shows the characters talking in pictures. Instead of "word balloons," the
balloons contain other pictures. This technique not only looks cool, but it condenses a
long conversation down to a single page, while allowing the reader to quickly
understand the essence of the discussion. And throughout the book, the drawings
include many funny little touches, like the fact that the brunette Mara Shin becomes a
blond when transformed into a witch.

I'm not that fond of "upskirt" shots in comics, but I must say that this series has one of
the funniest ones I've seen. The first time Dorothy transforms into a witch, she stomps
her foot and creates a kind of magical explosion. With a "Fwaaashh!" sound effect, the
sheer power of the magical energy lifts Dorothy's skirt, and the skirt of the girl standing
beside her, almost like the updraft from the subway vent lifting Marilyn Monroe's skirt in
Some Like It Hot. The facial expressions in this panel are priceless.

In another example of the book's mind-twisting humor, one character complains, "Are
you color blind?! You can't tell ink from blood?" The other replies, "It was an easy
mistake. It's a black 'n' white comic, ink and blood look the same." What makes this
even more brilliant is that the first panel actually is in color, with the text in blood red,
while the panel containing the response is on the next page in black and white. Of
course, this transition between color and black and white recalls the original film The
Wizard of Oz, which was partly in black and white and partly in Technicolor.

In at least one respect, the English translation of this book is probably even funnier
than the original. The Scarecrow constantly mixes up his words, saying things like
"odors" when he means "orders" and "roast" for "lost." So many of his lines look at first
like they must be incredibly incompetent translations, like the jumbled subtitles of an
old martial arts movie. This made his lines doubly funny, both for his mix-ups and for
the fact that they turn out to be his mistakes and not the translator's after all.

All in all, Dorothy of Oz is a fantastic series that I highly recommend.
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I Shall Never Return vol. 2
Story and Art: Kazuna Uchida
Published by Deux Press
ISBN-10: 1934496103
ISBN-13: 978-1934496107

Review by Kris

It is so hard to review books in a series. You don't want to give
away what happened in the last volume, but often you have to do
some spoilers. I am going to apologize ahead of time if I ruin
anything for you. Feel free to read my review for the first volume
here.

Moeko Kobashi still has feelings for Ritsuro Yoshinari. But the only person for Ritsuro
is his longtime friend Ken Amafuji. Moeko and Ritsuro are assigned as committee
chairs for their senior trip to Okinawa. They are together quite a bit and everyone still
thinks that they are together. Ken on the other hand is looking for the bright side in his
life and decides to get a decent job and change his outlook on life. Kazuyoshi Iwasaki
comes onto the scene. It turns out that Kazuyoshi's father and Ken's mother dated for a
while and they were to get married. Kazuyoshi was excited that Ken was going to be
brothers. Although Kazuyoshi seems to like Ken more than brothers. Ritsuro thinks
that the bond that Ken and Kazuyoshi share is strong and thinks that they slept
together. But the relationship between Ken and Kazuyoshi isn't at all what Ritsuro
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thinks.

The day that Ritsuro is supposed to leave for Okinawa it is raining so hard that their
flight was cancelled. Ritsuro skipped school anyway. It turns out that Ken and
Kazuyoshi's dark secret is they raped a classmate/friend while in a drug induced haze.
Not long after the incident, Yuichi (the friend/classmate) tried to commit suicide, was
unsuccessful and lapsed into a coma. Yu passed away 10 months after the attempt.
Ken wanted to pay his respects and visited the grave. Ritsuro wanted to be there for
Ken so he accompanied him to the cemetary. But Kazuyoshi was there waiting for him
to kick his butt. After the fight Ken finally gets to ask for forgiveness and put this terrible
thing in the past.

Ritsuro and his class head to Okinawa. It turns out that they are staying near a hotel
that Kazuyoshi's father designed. While in the lobby, Ritsuro runs into Kazuyoshi's
father and finds out that the two of them don't get along. Ritsuro wants to help
Kazuyoshi and become his friend. While Ritsuro is trying to help Kazuyoshi, Ken is in
Osaka working his tail off. He gets a postcard in the mail from his mom in Singapore.
She informs him that she's going to be in Japan and that she wants to see him. The
only problem is the day she arrives is the same day Ritsuro gets back from his trip. He
feels that Ritsuro is more important.

Ken works as a Mexican pizza delivery boy. While making his deliveries, one stop was
for a bunch of dudes. It turns out that they are from Ken's past that he's trying to put
behind him. One of those guys happens to be the one who stabbed him in the first
volume. Because Ken used to be a prostitute the guys figure that they can take
advantage of him and he was gang raped. How will Ritsuro deal with all of this? Will
Ken see his mom? You'll have to read I Shall Never Return vol. 2.

If you are at all confused by the synopsis of this volume, I apologize. I tried to keep
spoilers to a minimum. This is a very complicated story to put in synopsis form. This
volume is really good and I felt much easier to read than the first one. That probably
has to do with the fact that having read the first book things made a lot more sense for
this volume. The art is beautiful. Kazuna Uchida-sensei did a great job and it has plenty
of angst and intense moments. Deux Press has done a great job. They kept the
original artwork for the front cover (but I like the covers of the later volumes starting
with the third one). They must have changed the paper that they print on because it is
much easier to hold. The paper is still high quality, though. This is a must read series,
and I have been hooked!
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God of Dogs
Story and art by Satoru Ishihara
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569705879
ISBN-13: 9781569705872

Review by Jilly Gee

Shaolong just shot himself in the head, effectively ending his
status as heir to the Tsais, an elite Chinese mafia. Archer Rogue
is going to prison for murdering his own father. Kohki and Oliver
find a partly chopped up body half submerged in acid. Sound like

a lot of disjointed stories passing by? That's how God of Dogs starts. It gradually
becomes more cohesive as it is revealed that the characters all seem to have
something to do with each other in an almost six degrees kind of way.

Yee Fah, faithful subordinate to the Tsais, is ordered to retrieve the possible next heir,
Ling. Unfortunately, Ling is on his way to prison, coincidentally in the same prison
wagon as Archer. Or not so coincidentally; it's possible that all the guys on that wagon
seemed to know each other because they were part of the same gang, although that's
not something explained in this book. So what gives me the idea that they might have
all been in a gang together? God of Dogs is actually the sequel to a four volume series
titled Charisma, currently unlicensed. It is that series that deals with Archer Rogue's life
as leader of a gang, then known as "El Gato." Unfortunately, that is the extent of my
knowledge on it and God of Dogs does not rehash Charisma.
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So where does the boys love come in? It doesn't really. It's rather obvious Archer and
Kohki have something going on, but not having been in the vicinity of each other for
the entirety of the graphic novel, aside from an emotional phone conversation, not
much could be done with them in the romance department. In fact, even that phone
conversation and all the hints beforehand could be attributed simply to close friendship
if it wasn't for the Juné logo. No, the closest thing to BL in God of Dogs comes in the
form of Wanglong, another member of the Tsai family, although of much lower status.
Apparently, his hobby is to strip guys naked and then chain them up.

So far, God of Dogs resembles a violent cop drama more than it does a romance.
People are shooting each other right and left, mutilated bodies get discovered,
corruption within the government rears its ugly head. It is hard to say at its unfinished
stage whether it makes a good BL or not, but I suppose it all the violence and gore
make for a good cop drama along with its complex weaving of character relationships
and the activities they partake in, albeit an unfinished one.

God of Dogs review by Kris
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I Shall Never Return vol. 1
Story and Art: Kazuna Uchida
Published by Deux Press
ISBN-10: 1934496057
ISBN-13: 978-1934496053

Review by Kris

Ritsuro Yoshinari and Ken Amafuji have been longtime friends.
The two are complete opposites. Ken is a high school drop-out,
his parents are divorced, he lives on his own and to make ends
meet he sells himself. Ritsuro on the other hand is a good
student, he has a warm loving family life and works typical jobs

high school students have. Ken is headed down a path of self destruction, but Ritsuro
won't leave him. He's too good of a friend.

Ritsuro was approached by Moeko Kobashi, a girl in his class. She confessed her
feelings and convinced him that even if he doesn't feel the same way now, those
feelings will eventually develop. By a dumb twist of fate Moeko ran into Ken and felt
sorry for him. To try and help Ken feel better she ended up sleeping with him. All that
did however was tick Ritsuro off. It seems that Ritsuro hasn't been able to sleep with
Moeko, but he's more than capable of doing that and more with Ken.

Ritsuro seems to be constantly taking care of Ken while he spirals down into a world of
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self-pity and loathing. It seems that Ritsuro wasn't upset that Ken slept with his
girlfriend, but that his girlfriend slept with Ken. Ritsuro discovers that he's fallen in love
(or at least lust) with Ken. But he must choose. While he's struggling with his emotions
Ken's mother gets remarried and moves to Singapore. She wants Ken to move with
them, but he doesn't want to. He wants to stay in Osaka with Ritsuro. With all this
going on Moeko is involved in an auto accident. To help her out, Ritsuro stays by her
side. Ken on the other hand ends up getting stabbed by a former customer (sex
customer). After dealing with these two tense events Ritsuro decided to break up with
Moeko and stay exclusively with Ken. But storm clouds are coming over the horizon
with the entrance of Kazuyoshi Iwasaki. He seems to know Ken fairly intimately and
knows some troubling things in his past. Who is this guy and what information could
Kazuyoshi know that Ritsuro doesn't?

Kazuna Uchida-sensei has written this five volume series. I was worried at first
because the Japanese version consists of six books. To clarify the situation I sent an
inquiry to the publisher. Thanks to Michael Perry at Deux Press I was reassured that
the first two volumes had a series of one-shots included. They wanted to focus on Ken
and Ritsuro's story so they cut out the one-shots and they condensed the rest into one
volume. Voila! Problem solved, fears allayed. One more tangent and then I'll get to my
thoughts on the volume. Uchida-sensei is the older sister to one of my favorite
mangaka...Shiuko Kano. I wonder if Kano-sensei worked with her sister because when
you look at some of her earlier work in Playgirl (Kano-sensei's art book) it looks very
similar to Uchida-sensei's. Okay, tangent over.

Initially I didn't know whether I liked this manga or not. The story is full of angst and
really quite heavy. Not only that, I struggled with trying to understand what was going
on. After a second reading, I figured out the story. I can now proudly say that I really
like this manga series. It was written in the early 90's and you can definitely see that in
the art. The hair and clothes are dated but the story is strong enough it is possible to
overlook them. The art is soft and tender and extremely detailed. The characters are
engaging and interesting. Deux Press is a great publisher. The titles are great (they
have several Shiuko Kano works, which is always a plus), the paper is high quality
which helps the art pop off the page. I have noticed that the first three volumes of
manga Deux Press released (Hate to Love You, Spring Fever, and I Shall
Never Return vol. 1) are stiffer than the later books they've printed. It's usually like
a steel cage match between you and the book to try to keep it open without injuring
yourself. But don't let that hinder you. It does require patience and understanding but is
worthy of your time. Stick with it and you will be duly rewarded!
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Spring Fever
Story and Art by Yugi Yamada 
Published by Deux Press 
ISBN-10: 1934496030
ISBN-13: 978-1934496039

Review by Linda Yau

Yusuke Onishi is a man who has crushes easily, the only
problem â€“ he gets dumped as often though.

This irks off the people around him, who tell him to get over it,
being that it is pathetic to see him being so fickle. This patterns

repeats until Hirokazu Takami, an older man with a son moves next to Yusuke's home.
Hirokazu is a widow with a secret that he confronts and Yusuke is there to be there for
him.

Wildman Blues is the story right after Spring Fever on two childhood friends,
Namakura Ayu and Suzuki Naoki. They separate when Naoki graduates from high
school and leaves abruptly. Ayu doesn't see him for five years. This story is told in two
chapters with the first part having minor scenes of flashback and in the second chapter
the two becomes lovers.

I really like the plot of Spring Fever; there were some humorous moments and
expressions, mostly with the faces of Yusuke and the people around him. I would hope
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there is more, but that is not the case. I felt that it was a little difficult to get into the plot
of Wildman Blues, but it was the more explicit one of the two in this book. After
reading Cat's review though, it is my understanding that Wildman Blues is part of a
series, so please be sure to catch the other parts previous to this book.

The art is a little on the iffy side, mostly with the artwork appearing to be quite plain.
However, the mangaka should be well known with bl readers in the U.S. with
publications of Close the Last Door, Don't Blame Me, and Picnic. There are
reviews from Kris, Cat, Ginger in this journal.

Replies: 1 Comment

After reading "Don't Blame Me" I have fallen for Yugi Yamada. Her art may not be quite
as detailed as some of my other favorite mangaka (Makoto Tateno, Hyouta Fujiyama,
You Higuri, Momoko Tenzen, and Shiuko Kano-just to name a few). I found "Spring
Fever" to be a sweet and humorous story. Yugi Yamada writes amazing stories with
great humor which makes up for the simpler art style.

Posted by Kris @ 07/09/2008 05:10 PM PST
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To Plead Our Own Case: Personal Stories by Today's Slaves
Edited by Kevin Bales and Zoe Trodd 
Published by Cornell University Press
ISBN-10: 0801474388 
ISBN-13: 978-0801474385

Review by Linda Yau

To Plead Our Own Case as a book is comprised of 95
narratives, made by former and current slaves. These people are
from multiple races, gender, and ages and they share a similar
experience of abuse. Each chapter is written with an overview of
the theme and then the account is introduced with the name of

each victim, age and country of origin.

The practice of slavery is archaic in contemporary thinking, and technically should have
been over since the progression from imperialistic colonies. Because of poverty,
tradition, greed, and conflicts though, the practice of enslaving people still continues.

Slavery still exists underground though and it occurs on every continent, with the
exception of Antarctica. To Plead Our Own Case cites 27 million people currently
sold and trafficked as slaves.

The editors define and give examples from the 95 stories, for the three most commonly
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practiced slavery: Chattel, debt bondage, and contracted. People are lured and
deceived with empty promises of better work, or education. After enslavement, there is
a dehumanizing aspect, where people are exploited and forced against their will with
physical and mental actions. If the slave is freed, then there are still consequences that
these people must endure or adjust to living in, such as being socially shunned, or of
psychological and physical backlashes.

This nonfiction book was enjoyable to some degree. Because of the similarities
between many of accounts, the book becomes redundant and stagnant in the latter
chapters. For the activist enthusiast though, this is a book to pursue if this is your issue
and for the history enthusiast, there are interesting historical overviews. This book is
clearly an example of the globalization forces, where the world is becoming more
unified. There is a small section toward the end that mentions contact information for
selected abolition groups. To Plead Our Own Case is available as a trade
paperback and there is a hardcover edition that is available as well. 
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Draycott Eternal
Written by Christina Skye
Published by HQN Books, imprint of Harlequin Enterprises 
ISBN-10: 0373772947
ISBN-13: 9780373772940

Review by Jilly Gee

Draycott Eternal is a Harlequin publishing of two stories from the
Draycott Abbey series: "What Dreams May Come" and "Season
of Wishes", the original publishings of which are now out of print.
In fact, quite a few of the stories from this series are currently out
of print, which is a shame since the series crosses many of the

sub-genres of romance, ensuring that it appeals to many. Hopefully, Harlequin will
reprint the rest of the unavailable books.

The Draycott Abbey series is named for the English abbey from which all of the stories
stem. Adrian Draycott still thinks of the place as his, despite the fact that he's been
dead for 800 years and now dwells there as a guardian spirit with Gideon, who seems
just a tad too smart for a cat. "What Dreams May Come" begins with the pair
contemplating the trouble that they sense is on the way. This trouble comes on the
heels of Gray Mackenzie, whose purpose in coming all the way to England from
America is twofold: to capture the beautiful location in her artwork and to hide from her
crazed ex-husband. Upon meeting Adrian, she dreams of the Lady Anne of Draycott,
who lived 800 years ago, while Adrian starts to feel desires that have remained
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dormant for hundreds of years.

In "Season of Wishes", the setting moves from Draycott Abbey to majestic castles in
Scotland. Jamee Night comes from an incredibly rich American family, making her the
prime target for a kidnapping attempt. Ian McCall, a seasoned kidnap negotiator, is
hired as a sort of bodyguard for her, though that not only means shielding her from
bullets and the like, but shielding her from the truth. Being trapped together in a
cottage for a few days, however, their attraction towards each other grows to the point
where he can't keep secrets from her anymore and she overcomes the apprehension
she has about relationships, wanting only Ian, trusting him completely.

Even after they escape to the relative safety of Dunraven Castle, their feelings do not
waver, although it is at this point that things get a bit frustrating. Jamee, wavering
between wanting to distance herself from Ian so that he would not be hurt for her sake
and wanting to draw him closer, not just for her own wants and needs, but to get him to
admit that his feelings are getting in the way of his protection so that he could be
replaced and out of danger. Ian, however, has completely different reasons for
attempting to deny his own feelings, the same reasons for which he is about to leave
his career. It is a great relief that the rest of the novel does not involve their
miscommunication and secrecy from each other, instead each opening up to each
other more and sharing more as the pages go by.

Gray is not the only one to have dreamed a life from ages ago; Jamee, having seen
Maire MacKinnon's portrait at Dunraven Castle, dreams of Maire MacKinnon and her
Romeo-and-Juliet-like romance with Coll MacColl. It is not until she gets to Glenlyle
Castle, Ian's castle, that she dreams the truth and realizes what she must do to save
the man she has fallen in love with.

"Season of Wishes" dipped into the past, not only the very far past of Maire
MacKinnon, but also the more recent past that traumatized Jamee before the start of
the story. "What Dreams May Come", on the other hand, dipped into Anne Draycott's
life satisfyingly enough, but left knowledge of contemporary Gray's life somewhat
lacking in comparison to Jamee. Being just a novella, there was not room for much in
Adrian and Gray's story, their passion for each other instantaneous instead of the
steady growth Ian and Jamee had.

Not having read the previous novels, I found the two stories enjoyable and
understandable all on their own. My enjoyment probably would have been enhanced
had I read the novels in the order in which they were written, since couples that
appeared in this novel obviously had stories of their own, exciting ones at that.
Nicholas and Kacey escape from murderers? Kara has some kind of second sight?
Nicholas possibly being 200 years old? Still, it is not their stories that matter in Draycott
Eternal, and this novel artfully combines the paranormal, the fantastical, and the
historical into an adventurous, heated read; every romance fan should be able to find
something to love in it.
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So, today was the last day of the expo. I went to the con feedback panel, which was
mostly praise—loved the shuttle system, loved the new registration system—but many
constructive suggestions. I said the only thing they needed was a massage stop or
mini-spa. Chase said they'd look into. Other suggestions were that the convention
center needs another Starbucks (more on that later), the con should try to get the 7th
and Fig Marketplace to stay open on July 4 for cheap food (good luck), the con could
use an Anime 101 for neophytes, one guy wanted more new anime and films. Chase
mentioned that they got the "L" movie, which I went to see instead of a panel on
romance manga.

But first I stood in line at Starbucks for 30 minutes. Since I was there, I took pictures.
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Girl in front of me at the Starbucks line
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The reason for the Starbucks line: a lone cashier, which is totally ridiculous with a line
like the one I was in.
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I know the convention center is having labor problems, but I'm losing sympathy and
solidarity for and with everyone concerned. There are no restaurants near the
convention center, so mistreating captive consumer seems cruel and stupid. And why
is there only one Starbucks in the LACC? Why? By usual Starbucks store placement
there should be at least five or more. It's stupid. Get more coffee places. Get Pete's,
anything. This is America, there should be coffee competition in the LACC.

Oh well, I don't have to go back there until AX2009, which, yay! Is being held at LACC
again. I think I'll bring my own food though.

So, I saw the L movie: L: change the world. I thought it was going to be about L's early
life, but it was about the last 23 days of his life.

L sings! L dances! No, he doesn't but he does go on the run with two weepy kids and
still managed to save the world in spite of them, or because of them. I love the actor
who plays L. Enjoyable. Recommended.

I'll leave you with some cosplay as we say aloha to AX 2008.
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Yours as ever,

Ginger Mayerson

Replies: 1 Comment

Cool Sailor Stars.. interesting Bison? Hmm Starbucks.. I am thinking of that one lone
Kiosk at Baltimore Convention Center..about 30+ people.. I was deprived of Starbucks
until I went to another kiosk at Barns and Noble about three blocks off. This was
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Otakon 2007, wonder how it would be like in Otakon 2008.

Posted by Linda @ 07/08/2008 05:56 AM PST
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Brooklyn Bridge
Author: Karen Hesse
Published by Feiwel and Friends (an imprint of MacMillian)
ISBN-10: 0-312-37886-6
ISBN-13: 978-0-312-37886-8
To be released in September 2008

Review by Kathryn L. Ramage

This novel, set in 1903, is based on the true-life immigrant
success story of Morris and Rose Michtom, Jewish refugees from
Russia, who created the stuffed toy teddy bear in honor of Teddy
Roosevelt, founded the Ideal Toy Company, and made a fortune.

The early days of their story are told from the point of view of their eldest son, Joseph
Michtom, who isn't at all happy with how the teddy bears have changed his life. His
parents are so busy with their new business that the work (and the bears) crowd out
the rest of their penny candy shop. The other kids in the neighborhood treat him
differently. And, above all, Joseph wants to go to the newly opened Coney Island
amusement park, but his parents don't have the time to take him. This desire becomes
representative of everything Joseph resents about his family's new success.

If the book were nothing more than Joseph whining about wanting to go to Coney
Island, it would get tedious pretty quickly, but fortunately he also tells us about the rest
of his family: the baby brother who adores the very first teddy bear made, the quiet
sister who has her nose in one well-known children's book after another, the uncle, the
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three constantly kvetching aunts. There is one especially touching scene where one of
the aunts has a stroke; she's never taken her citizenship test and wants to die as an
American. Joseph gives her a pop quiz at her beside and writes up a certificate of
citizenship for her. Joseph also falls in love for the first time, very briefly, with a pretty
girl who comes to stay with his family. He plays stickball in the streets and interacts
with the neighborhood boys and their families. All in all, it's a picture of life in Brooklyn
at the turn of the last century for immigrants struggling to achieve their dreams, and the
different dreams of their American-born children, that's reminiscent of A Tree Grows in
Brooklyn.

Interspersed with Joseph's narrative are vignettes about a group of children--abused
and abandoned, runaway, orphaned--who make their home and form a community
together underneath the Brooklyn Bridge. Their story eventually connects with
Joseph's in a way that I wasn't anticipating at all (I had an idea, but I was wrong).

And does Joseph get to Coney Island in the end? Well, I won't give that away.
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So, I got to the convention center south hall around 11 and you can't really see it in this
photo

but the line to get into the exhibitor hall went out the front door and around the building.
The lobby was blocked off, so I had to take two escalators up to get over to the other
side so I could get to the west hall and replace my press pass, which was, thankfully,
easy.

I dropped by the Digital Managa booth to return Fred Lui's badge that Wendy lent me
last night. This is Fred, via Wendy, he's my hero.
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This is DMI's honcho, Hikaru Sasahara

I did a long interview with Hikaru in 2007, he's a fascinating guy.

Then I wandered into some panels. I caught the end of the Manga as High Art: Self-
Defense for the Otaku, which I wish I'd seen more of because the presenter was highly
entertaining. The program just lists Arashi Productions, so I don't know the guy's name.
What I got to see was good analysis of how manga differs from and often artistically
surpasses western comics. Even I was impressed by his analysis and examples, and if
it's not Krazy Kat, it's not art for me. He also limned the similarities between cosplay
and historical re-enactments and sporting events where people dress up and get nuts.
Although in my limited experience with all three of those things, I've found there's less
liquor involved in cosplay.

I went to the next panel mostly for comics writer and J LHLS editor Chad Denton. It
was "Collaborating a Comic," moderated by Rob Zailo and Darren J. Gendron in their
first convention appearance in four years. They mentioned some resources for hooking
up with an artist or writer (deviantart.com; digitalwebbing.com, Craig's list) and tips on
knowing if this is the person you want to work with. For art, always ask for eight pages,
because eight pages will tell you everything you need to know about the artist. For
writers, you should have a killer hook sentence that's no more than 50 words at the
beginning of your paragraph long pitch. If you can't condense your idea into less than
50 words and then make your case in a paragraph, busy and dynamic people are not
going to discover your genius. Sad, but true, and this is the world we live in. Other than
a few questions on copyright they really couldn't answer, suggesting that Legal Zoo is a
good place to look at collaborator contracts, and the eternal answer on legalities (If
you're really worried, talk to a lawyer), there wasn't much information in this panel. But
the vibe in the room was nice.

Then I grabbed a hot dog, which I ate while standing in line for 30 minutes to pay for it.
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LACC, I know I didn't go there to eat, but your food service could really use some help.

Then I was at the Vampire Hunter D panel, moderated by Fred Lui

with special guests author Hideyuki Kikuchi (here with translator Duke)

and artist Saiko Takaki.
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One of the questions that stuck with me was why did Kikuchi write the demon hand?
Which is something Tom had wondered about in one of his reviews (vol 1 and vol 2).

The explanation is

that D is a loner character
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and the demon hand is his sidekick, like Tonto, so he doesn't get lonely.

Well, that's what Duke translated at least. Mystery solved at last!

I split after that, but here's a little more cosplay for you.
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Replies: 1 Comment

Cool Nine Tails, human Tetris (possibly anticipating the American version of Human
Tetris). Interesting interview with Sasahara-san, from what I read of it. 29 pages is a
lot. From what I read - well that's a downside of globalization, everyone wants to have
the same emphasis on cool.

Posted by Linda @ 07/07/2008 06:02 AM PST
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Today was a heavy news day (for me, anyway). I wound up in the ADV panel and they
are not going out of business, but they will be going slow for a while. They have deals
in the works so there wasn't much they could talk about. They did say no new
acquisitions in the next 12 months and they would like to finish the lines they already
have.

They showed the first episode of an anime called Kiba or Akiba, which is about a
dystopian teen trying to save his mom and break out of the slums. Turns out he
doesn't have to save his mom because she's some sort of goddess and he catapults
himself into another dimension. Or something. It was entertaining.

Rachel and Ben hosted the DMP Panel

The panel was mainly about Pop Japan Travel, which looks completely wonderful.
Sounds like you can see A LOT on these tours for under $3K, which sounds really
cheap to me, but I've never been to Japan (maybe I should go).

Disclaimer: I was writing as fast as I could and I didn't get the Japanese titles, so some
of these might be different on the DMP website and I might have missed a few.
Proceed at your own risk.

The licensing/release news was this:

Fafner novel, based on anime; Knights, manga; Flamboyant Art book; Enchanter 9;
Megumi Deluxe; Vampire Hunter D, vol 2; Uta Hima; Uta Hima Princess Song;
Overlock: One in a Blue Moon; Ghost Hunter Scramble; Tale of a White Knight; 1
Sakura Hill; Lyric Nonoha Strikers; RH Plus; and Time for Magic.

The Doki Doki imprint, a co-publishing venture with Shinshokan, will release:

http://dmpbooks.com/
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Princess Princess Plus; Wolf God; Happy Boys; Otadama; Crimson Cross; and
Millennium Prime Minister.

Actually Gia took faster, better notes on the DMP panel than I did.

Then, after dinner at the Pantry Café (pictures below), here's the news from the
June/801 panel:

801 titles: Just Around the Corner; Falling Into Love; Meeting You; Black Sun; His
Arrogance; Hey, Class President; Dog x Cat..

June titles: Desire-Dangerous Feelings (novel); Moonlit Promises; Tricky Prince;
Double Trouble; Where has Love Gone?; Then Comes Love; Pure Heart (I noticed
"Junjou" was the Japanese title); Way to Heaven; Clan of the Nakimas, vol 2;
Love/Knot; Object of my Affection; Long; Live for Love; Eat or Be Eaten; The Spiral of
Sand; Honey Chocolate; Manhattan Love Story; Planet of Earthquakes; Cut; The
Lonely Egoist; When the Heavens Smile; Hey, Sensei (Nee, Sensei); Love Syndrome;
and Love Potion.

Good old Gia took better, faster notes on this panel, too.

And then it was time to go home.

But I'll leave you with some pictures:

Some guys chanting "Five Managa Twenty Dollars"

Lady being dressed in a kimono.

http://giapet.net/2008/07/04/ax08-digital-manga-publishing/
http://giapet.net/2008/07/04/ax08-june801-media/
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Artist Alley entrance

It's always good if you can get Jesus to attend your convention. I couldn't decide which
picture I liked best, so lucky you, you get both.
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We passed the Hotel Figueroa on the way to The Pantry and had a look at the pool.
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I think the Hotel Figueroa would be great for cosplay and I hope it's on the hotel list for
next year, if AX is in LA, which I think it is.

Cosplay at the Pantry



Archived Entry - 07/04/2008: "Anime Expo 2008: Day 2"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000922.htm[4/27/2019 2:52:05 PM]

Digital Manga's Paula

Wendy and Duke
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And Rachel

Outside the convention center
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Inside the convention center

Cosplay, various
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I have no idea why Darth Vader was there with a bride. I just went with it.
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And something I didn't quite understand quite late in the evening: an L Pile
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I dunno, I just dunno.

I'd like to thank everyone who makes a costume and so patiently allows journalists like
me to take their pictures. I did have one guy in a school girl uniform turn me down
today, but he looked like he was having a bad day and I got over it very quickly.

And I lost my press badge tonight, so I'll have to brave the line to get another one
tomorrow. If it's not easy, I imagine you'll get to hear about it tomorrow.

Sleep tight, everyone, I plan to.

Replies: 1 Comment

Cool Cere Cere, Jun Jun, Zolo, giant Kirby plushie and wow. Oh and I keep on not
putting my email, figure we corresponded enough times.

Posted by Linda @ 07/07/2008 05:49 AM PST
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Anime Expo 2008 at the Los Angeles convention center: Day 1
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You know you want it.

There were scantily dressed men.

Scantily dressed women.
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A girl with a pizza.

A friend of Captain Harlock.
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Hard Gay.
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Guy wearing geta (getas?)
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Big cameras.

Ninja.
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But first I got to stand in line for a very long time to pick up my pre-registered press
pass,
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while this large group of people registered on the spot.

I was intimidated by the size of her camera and the fit of her jumpsuit.
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Other people waiting
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and waiting

The floor we stood on while waiting.
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Then I went to the Keynote address, where Trulee Karahasi talked about The Society
for the Promotion of Japanese Animation and The Future and some professional staff
training the SPJA did recently. Oh, and that attendance last year in Long Beach was
44,000 and they expect it to be 47,000 this year, recession and gas prices
notwithstanding.

Said hi to Chase Wang who handles SPJA's PR.
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He was mostly busy with his lieutenants

Chase is the coolest guy on earth. I yelled at him once because the Sheridan Hotel,
where the press passes were, was not the Hilton Hotel, where I was, and somehow
that was his fault. He's still incredibly nice to me every time I see him, even with this
horrible incident in our past (sorry, Chase).

Then I wandered around. I thought this girl
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Had a certain amount of vivivavoom, but I could only capture it in sections.
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Don't say I never do nothin' for ya, fanboys.

Due to poor planning on my part, I was only able to be at the convention that morning,
but it was still wonderful and exhausting. Tomorrow will be...different.

Click here for a lot more pictures. I didn't always know what I was shooting, but I
thought it was worthy of being shot.

Replies: 3 comments

Cool pictures of the first Yuna, Lulu, Bahamut? And the Weapon Props table... wow
don't know if Otakon will do that, but pretty neat. Did you go as press?

Posted by Linda @ 07/07/2008 05:45 AM PST

Thanks for taking my picture! I was the friend of Harlock(i'm the maetel cosplayer).
Glad someone recognized me and liked the costume since it was extremely hot to
wear.

Posted by Amanda @ 07/19/2008 03:06 AM PST

Hey, any friend of Harlock is a friend of mine.

Maetel, I could not remember that name to save my life, thanks. I've only watched
"Arcadia of my Youth" and the OVA from a few years ago. But I am a very big Captain
Harlock fan.

Thanks for wearing that costume. It was great!

Posted by Ginger @ 07/19/2008 08:15 AM PST

http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/AX2008Day1/Various/AX2008PhotosDay1.html
mailto:akirachan2684@gmail.com
http://gingermayerson.com/
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For Immediate Release: DMP Presents Hideyuki Kikuchi and Saiko
Takaki at Anime Expo 2008

Gardena, CA, June 30, 2008 - The year is 12,090 A.D., and what
little is left of humanity has finally crawled out from the ashes of
war and destruction. From the darkness of fallout, mutants and a
race of vampires known as the Nobility have spawned. They rule
the weak with no remorse. Once bitten by a Nobility, one is
cursed to become a member of the undead. Villagers cower in
fear, hoping and praying for a savior to rid them of their undying
nightmare. All they have to battle this danger is a different kind
danger — a Vampire Hunter.

Digital Manga Publishing, one of the most innovative manga
publishers is proud to present Hideyuki Kikuchi and Saiko Takaki

as our industry guests for Anime Expo. Kikuchi-sensei's credits are long and wide
including: A Wind Named Amnesia, Wicked City and Demon Beast Shinjuku. Saiko
Takaki, illustrator, was hand picked by Kikuchi himself to bring his most famous
character to life in DMP's manga adaptation.

Swing by the Vampire Hunter D focus panel to have all your questions answered, hear
some insider information on future volumes and be entered in our raffle. Panel prizes
include Takaki’s ink sketches of D, exclusive Vampire Hunter D merchandise and the
grand prize of a dinner date for you and a friend with both creators!

http://liheliso.org/
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For more information stop by the DMP booth (#510) before the
panel!

DMP Presents: Hideyuki Kikuchi and Saiko Takaki!
Saturday, July 5, 2008 
2:00-3:00pm
WS1

Hideyuki Kikuchi and Saiko Takaki Autograph Sessions
Saturday, July 5, 2008 - 1:00-2:00pm
Sunday, July 6, 2008 - 1:00-2:00pm
Booth #510

J LHLS reviews of Vampire Hunter D, volume 1 and Vampire Hunter D, volume 2, the
manga. And also reviews of the novels Vampire Hunter D: The Stuff of Dreams,
Vampire Hunter D: Mysterious Journey to the North Sea, Book One, and Vampire
Hunter D, volume 1.
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Hero Heel, volume 2
Story and art by Makoto Tateno
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569708363
ISBN-13: 9781569708361

Review by Jilly Gee

The second of what I believe is a three volume series about
deliciously handsome actors for a children's superhero show,
Hero Heel, volume 2 ups the tension by bringing in an old flame
and revealing a new one. Not being able to forget his night of sex

with Sawada, Minami starts out in this graphic novel pining way for him. He determines
to stop, though, when Sawada tells him in the bluntest of ways that he just doesn't like
him. Minami's co-star, Katagiri, takes this chance and says the words anyone so
vulnerable would grasp at after being told he was not liked: I want you. Thus starts
their purely sexual relationship, regularly meeting up after work at Hotel Destiny.

It is likely they would have continued in this way had the producer not come up with the
brilliant idea of bringing Takagi on the show as a special guest star. As is the way of
boys love stories, Takagi and Sawada starred in the same superhero show when they
were younger and were lovers during its run; having ended it before, Takagi is looking
to start again. This starts off a chain reaction of jealousy, as Minami starts pining after
Sawada again, Katagiri realizes he wants much more out of their relationship than just

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/62-9781569708361-0
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/62-9781569708361-0
http://www.junemanga.com/


Archived Entry - 06/30/2008: "Yaoi Review: Hero Heel, Volume 2"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000919.htm[4/27/2019 2:52:22 PM]

sex, and Sawada appears to finally be reciprocating Minami's feelings.

There are those stories that include love triangles that seem as if they were made just
for the sake of having another obstacle in the way of the couple. The ones included in
this story, however, actually drive the story forward instead of hindering it. Takagi is
very likeable, even if he is the "other guy", with a cheery and cute personality that's
actually a bit of a relief, considering how emotional everyone else is. Angst and drama
are all good, but it's still nice to have some carefree moments thrown in to break the
bitterness.

Makoto Tateno draws amazing guys. They are pretty, but not feminine, and they all
have well-toned, but not bulky, abs. Not that their clothing is so tight, you can see the
shape clear through (although that's an interesting thought); it's because they're
shirtless a lot. A lot. It's not just the beautiful sex scenes, but also the title pages and
their own thoughts. So even if the unique aspect of a cast of superhero actors falling
for each other and their passionate ups and downs aren't your kind of thing, you still
have incredible eye candy. Win-win.

Hero Heel Volume, volume 1 review by Ginger Mayerson
Hero Heel Volume, volume 2 review by Kris
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Hate to Love You
Story and Art: Makoto Tateno
Published by Deux Press
ISBN-10: 1934496014
ISBN-13: 978-1934496015

Review by Kris

Review originally appeared at Manic About Manga at
http://manicaboutmanga.blogspot.com. Check it out!

I was introduced to Makoto Tateno-sama through reading
Yellow, another of her series. Initially I didn't know whether or

not I liked her art style. It was different from what I was used to. Once I finished the first
volume of Yellow I fell in love. Hate to Love You was the second work of her's
that I read. I was intrigued because on the back it said that it is a yaoi version of
Romeo and Juliet (Romeo and Romeo?). Since I love Shakespeare I couldn't pass
on it.

Masaya Konoe and Yuma Kazuki are the sons of two rival real estate company
presidents. They were raised to hate one another, since they are eventually going to
take over their fathers companies. Even though they act as though they hate each
other, there seems to be something more to their relationship. They used to play with
another child in an adjoining estate: Akiko Tojoin. It seems that Konoe might have a
little bit of a crush on Akiko. It is expected that Konoe and Kazuki are supposed to
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compete in every aspect of life and for some reason Kazuki is always the one ahead.

Kazuki is a bit of a womanizer, but that doesn't stop him becoming engaged to Akiko.
Konoe is beside himself. As he runs away from Kazuki he drops a small, broken,
charm. This seems to fascinate Kazuki. He holds this charm hostage and tells Konoe
that if he wants it back they are to meet at a certain spot. Konoe shows up and the
sparks soon fly. They realize that they have mutual feelings for each other and proceed
to get it on out in the open and in the middle of winter (wouldn't that be kind of on the
cold side?). Will the back and forth continue? Will their relationship last or will the
family rivalries tear them apart?

This is a pretty good story. But I don't see the Romeo and Juliet aspect of it. The
only thing that the two have in common is that they come from two opposing houses.
The art is gorgeous and clean. Konoe is kind of a crybaby and Kazuki seems to be on
the sadistic side. Akiko is a breath of fresh air. Often time in yaoi stories women don't
show up too often and are generally portrayed as jealous shrews or angry bimbos.
Tateno-sama, however, portrays Akiko as a strong, amazingly beautiful character that
grounds our two main male characters. She also shares words of wisdom and is not
your usual yaoi female. My only complaint the book is a little stiff. I really don't want to
develop carpal tunnel while I try to wrestle to keep the book open. Deux Press has
improved it's printing (at least my copy of Yakuza in Love by Shiuko Kano is easier
to hold). Whether it lasts I don't know. The paper is super high quality though. I
recommend this book very highly, and I have been very impressed with Deux Press so
far. I hope they keep up the good work!
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Real Love
Story and Art: Mitsuki Oda
Published by Luv Luv Press
ISBN-10: 1934496146
ISBN-13: 978-1934496145

Review by Kris

Real Love by Mitsuki Oda is a release from Luv Luv Press. Luv
Luv specializes in josei manga, erotic manga featuring
heterosexual couples that is aimed at women. Real Love features
three stories that focus on two separate couples.

The title story "Real Love" and the stories "Baby" and Love Star" are an interesting mix.

Shun and Shu are fraternal twins who are unlucky in love. Shu can't seem to keep a
boyfriend and Shun has had a girlfriend for over a year but doesn't seem to think that
he really has a girlfriend. After classes one day she gets dumped by her boyfriend and
then runs into an ex that is spouting some cheesy lovey-dovey lines to some girl.
Sucks to be Shu! The next day her ex, Naomichi, approaches Shu to let her know that
he was filming a scene for the film club. He seems to be harboring some feelings for
Shu. When Shun hears that Naomichi has reappeared he gets his undies in a knot and
lets her know that Naomichi will break her heart again and that he, Shun, will always
be there for her. It turns out that Naomichi was a fairly well known actor by the name of
Sunao Sata. He stuck up for Shu and Shun in high school once and she fell in love.
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Naomichi was also the first guy she slept with. But like many egocentric men out there
Naomichi had a problem with cheating. Shu fell in love with Naomichi, not Sunao Sata.
It looks like Shu still has feelings for Naomichi as well, but doesn't know how to
approach the subject with her brother. Do they, Shu and Naomichi, get together? Why
is Shun always so angry and nasty, especially towards his girlfriend Miki?

The second and third stories, "Baby", and "Love Star," tell the tale of Hikari. She wants
to be a rock star. She writes her own music and performs on the streets for spare
cash. One evening some strange guy asks if he can perform with her. She reluctantly
agrees and it turns out that this guy is really pretty good. The next morning she wakes
up, with the strange man in her bed. Of course she freaks and he tells her that they
went out drinking with the money they made performing. While Hikari is in the
bathroom, the guy comes across some lyrics. They get ready to leave and he finally
introduces himself. Kin, the stranger, tells Hikari that she needs more love in her songs
and then leaves. Hikari has bad luck with guys and figures that Kin in no different. Will
Hikari fall for Kin? And who is this Kin guy anyway?

Real Love by Oda-sensei was one of my first josei titles. I'm so used to reading yaoi
and boys love titles that the hetero nature of the sex caught me off guard. I know that
probably sounds strange, especially since I'm straight myself. "Real Love" could have
used a little more substance to the story instead of the reliance on sex. "Baby" and
"Love Star" were much better and I enjoyed them immensely. There was a little more
substance in character and story. The art was very cute and unique. At the very end,
there is a section of four panel comics written by Oda-sensei on how she found
inspiration for this book from her real life experiences. Luv Luv did a good job. No frills,
just manga. Luv Luv is related to Deux Press and Aurora Publishing. Do I recommend
this tome? Hmmm... If you don't have a problem with seeing naked breasts and hetero
sex, but not nasty looking stuff that is written for men, check it out.
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eat.shop nyc: the indispensable guide to inspired locally owned
eating and shopping establishments in the five boroughs. 
Written by Kaie Wellman, Agnes Baddoo, Anna H. Blessing, Jan
Faust, and Jon Hart 
Published by Cabazon Books 
ISBN-13: 978-0-9789588-3-1

Review by Linda Yau

Upon visiting an infamous and unfamiliar city, to be a smart
traveler is to have already conducted a prior research or pick up travel guides like
eat.shop nyc is introducing. Now travel guides are a dime a dozen, especially for
visiting New York City, this book appears to be a supplement to the already booming
travel books market alongside the Lonely Planet or Times Out series. The
highlight of this book though is the introduction to locally owned establishments worth
visiting if you are a backpack traveler and in search for good experiences in food and
shopping. To use this book is to support promoting local business and any publicity can
help sustain the local culture of establishments.

eat.shop nyc is pocketbook size with pages reserved for any personal written notes.
At the beginning of the book as a semi-prologue, there is a master list breakdown for
what neighborhood locations were visited in the city. A page that would indicate the
neighborhood's boundaries, where did one community began and ended and hotel
locations to rest at if there are too many places to try and explore.
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The prologue has mentioned of some attractions beyond eating and shopping and
closes with a list of the top twenty favorite things to do in this trip of exploring places.
The author has also raised the availability of the website as being a supplement to this
small book. She has much praise on the usefulness of the public transportation system
that NYC has.

Locations in this book were chosen based on four premises. One was of the writers
comfortable in the location, two there are no commercial public relations. Three were
the owners were passionate about what they did and lastly did the shop last in the
constantly changing cultural landscape of New York City.

The shops and eateries are separated in two sections with each location being
alphabetically arranged by title. On the entries of each location at the left side of each
entry there were directions to each location via public transportation and store hours
with contact information to the featured spot. A short history of when did the location
open, who the owner were and what the store mainly sold. On the right side there were
tasteful contemporary photos that reflected the sights, sounds and attractions of the
shop, with personal notes from the writers of this book and a suggested list to drink or
eat if the shop was an eatery and if the store was a shopping location and product
suggestions.

There are several downsides to this book and one is the valid life time of this book.
Travel books are updated frequently and as the authors have also pointed out stores
may close down without any warning, so this book may be date within a year of
publications. Another point to indicate is the amount of shops located at trendy spots or
revitalized (gentrified) locations indicated, what's to say that they won't try to charge
tourist rate prices? As a New Yorker I have gone to some of these spots myself, but
have often chosen another location in that same area based on the tourists prices that
the store is charging. As a bargaining consumer, these spots featured have realized
their worth and is catering people able to travel and if that is the case this book is good
as a beginner's guide to refer back on.
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Miskatonic Mistletoe
Written by Angelia Sparrow
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-233-4
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-233-1

Review by Linda Yau

The setting for Miskatonic Mistletoe is supposedly centuries
after the space and information ages. Corin is a werewolf moving
into Arkham, Massachusetts with his mate Cian who is a half-elf.
They move into this location to advert an apocalypse, however
they are elderly in age and request for assistant from their friends

Dan and Paul who are like Corin -fellow werewolves.

I believe this is the last Christmas story I will ever try to review during the summer time,
much less try to read in eighty degree weather. I am still trying to get over my feelings
of strangeness in reading this paranormal fantasy adventure story.

There are some issues with Miskatonic Mistletoe. First thing, with the diction of
the story, the atmosphere didn't feel as festive of the holiday season as prevalent as
the other three or so, ebooks that I have reviewed earlier with the Christmas theme, so
this is a small blessing in the hot weather. Two this story feels quite rushed and
incomplete, meaning that this story may have been part of a series that the author
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previously written.

Three this story basically had two different couples that has much love between them,
erotic scenes between them were sparse in favor of more cuddling and emotive
dramatic scenes. The word Miskatonic in the title refers to the location that the
apocalypse is going to take place. Miskatonic Mistletoeis definitely for people who
would like to read a short dramatic adventure story filled with unique characters.

The entire story is downloadable here and you can read an excerpt here

Replies: 1 Comment

Thank you for the review.

If I left you feeling strange that's all to the good. An H.P. Lovecraft pastiche should
leave the reader discomfited.

It is indeed part of a series, probably the last story of my Gay Christmas Werewolves.

Thanks again.

Posted by Angelia Sparrow @ 06/28/2008 12:24 PM PST

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=748
http://www.torquerepress.com/fiction/miskatonicmistletoe.html#sample
http://www.angelsparrow.com/
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 06/28/2008: "e-Book Review: Miskatonic Mistletoe"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000915.htm[4/27/2019 2:52:35 PM]

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 06/27/2008: "Manwha Review: Star Project Chiro vol. 3"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000914.htm[4/27/2019 2:52:38 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Manhwa Review: Star Project Chiro vol. 2"] [Main Index] [Next entry:
"e-Book Review: Miskatonic Mistletoe"]

06/27/2008 Archived Entry: "Manwha Review: Star Project
Chiro vol. 3"

Star Project Chiro vol. 3
Story and Art: Baek Hye-Kyoung
Published by UDON Entertainment
ISBN-10: 1-897376-13-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-897376-13-3

Review by Kris

We've reached book number three in this adorable manhwa
series by Baek Hye-Kyoung. Here's a quick recap. Eun-Yo Song
is a gorgeous teenager who accidentally burned down pop star
Nan Lee's house. In order to pay the damages she severs ties

with friends and family and is sent into the middle of nowhere. Here she is transformed
into male pop star, Chiro. Feel free to click on either title to see my review of Star
Project Chiro vol. 1 or Star Project Chiro vol. 2.

Eun-Yo Song has finally accepted her fate as male pop star Chiro. Now that she's
immersed in her "role," Nan Lee plans to send her to back Seoul to train with Dr. Go,
one of the best vocal coaches in Korea. Not only is the trip to Seoul for vocal training,
but it's also to see how well Eun-Yo can convince those around her that she is a guy.
Dr. Go is a bit eccentric. Okay, he's a lot eccentric. He insists on sleeping in the
basement. He's a slob and he's given girl names to all of his blankets. Despite all that,
he is extremely talented at his job. He also seems to have a thing for Chiro.
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Chan-Kyung Woo on the other hand (Chan-Kyung is Eun-Yo's ex-boyfriend) is having
a very difficult time in dealing with his break up. In order to feel like he can move on is
to take his graduation exam and leave Seoul. If you remember, he's an aspiring actor.
There is an open call for a new reality tv game show that takes place in the Amazon. A
requirement for the competition, however, is that you must be eighteen. Chan-Kyung
lies about his age and enters the contest. There is a humorous scene where he gets
separated from his group and stumbles across some natives. When the producers find
out that Chan-Kyung is not the proper age he's promply canned but he's offered his
own reality show that focuses the different tribes and peoples in the Amazon. It turns
out to be a huge hit, and Nan will do anything to keep this a secret from Eun-Yo.

Seoul is soon draped in Nan and Chiro fever. Nan plans to make his comeback and
Chiro's debut at a hugely popular award show. When the time arrives Nan decides that
he's not going to do the duet with Eun-Yo. The number initially involved Nan pulling
another pop star, Ami, on stage. Eun-Yo isn't going to be snubbed that easily and
actually sits on Ami's lap so it's Chiro who's pulled up on stage. The performance is a
huge success, but things are going to get hairy. Chan-Kyung won an award for "Best
Reality TV Show" and Eun-Yo caught a small glimpse of him. She wants to run over to
him, but Nan stops her and Chan-Kyung disappears. Since she doesn't know about
Chan-Kyung's tv show she just assumes it's a look-alike. Now that Chiro has made his
debut how will Eun-Yo deal with all the fame, crazy Nan fangirls, and possibly running
into Chan-Kyung?

So far, so good, is what I would have to say about Star Project Chiro vol. 3. Nan
is starting to show some interesting aspects of his personality, but I still think he's a jerk
and I don' t want him to be the romantic lead in this story. There is a cliff hanger ending
and I now have to wait until next month to get my grubby paws on the next installment.
I'm finding myself being drawn into the story and becoming emotionally attached to
these characters. There were a couple times where I caught myself holding back tears
whenever Chan-Kyung was struggling with his feelings and emotions surrounding Eun-
Yo. How pathetic am I! Anyway... UDON's presentation is fantastic and I hope they
keep up the good work. I do recommend this series to anyone who wants a cute and
funny story that will keep you wondering what is going to come next.
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Star Project Chiro vol. 2
Story and Art: Baek Hye-Kyoung
Published by UDON Entertainment
ISBN-10: 1-897376-12-X
ISBN-13: 978-1-897376-12-6

Review by Kris

It is always so hard to write reviews for books in series. You don't
want to spoil anything that happened in the previous volume and
yet some of that information is carried on into the next volume. I'll
try my best but I'm going to apologize for any spoilers that may

appear. Also, click here to read my review of Star Project Chiro vol. 1. Star
Project Chiro vol. 2 continues the story of Eun-Yo Song and her trying to pay back
her debt to Nan Lee.

Nan Lee has a plan in mind for how Eun-Yo Song can pay him back. He first asks her
to break up with Chan-Kyung Woo, her boyfriend. Her only other offer is to tell Chan-
Kyung what is happening. Nan Lee knows that Chan-Kyung would do anything for
Eun-Yo but he also knows that Eun-Yo is way too proud to allow that. She got herself
into this mess, she'll get herself out. You can guess what happens next. Poor Chan-
Kyung, he deserves better anyway. Now that Eun-Yo has accepted her fate, the next
stop is to her house to discuss things with her brothers. Armed with the embarassing
video tape, Nan tells her brothers that he's taking her to America to help make her a
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star. The brothers are reluctant but after watching the tape they finally give in. Nan
hasn't really expounded on his plan. Of course Eun-Yo is getting a little impatient but
all will be revealed.

It turns out that Nan is going to make Eun-Yo into a pop star, a male pop star. He's in
need of a singing partner for his big comeback. Originally it was supposed to be Chan-
Kyung. He decided to go with Eun-Yo because she has the personality that will help
propel her to superstardom. The fact that she's a she is nothing that training can't
handle. The two of them travel to the middle of nowhere. It's cool because everyone
thinks that she's in America. They hide out at Nan's fortune teller's home and Nan's
driver will take over training Eun-Yo to look more muscular. It seems that Chae-Yoon
Bok, the fortune teller, might have a thing for Nan. She doesn't understand why he's
going to all the trouble of turning Eun-Yo into a male pop star. Will Nan's plan work?

The second volume doesn't disappoint, but I still wanted to sock Eun-Yo for the way
she ended it with Chan-Kyung. He is so sweet and understanding. There are a few
more characters thrown into the mix Chae-Yoon Bok, a fortune teller that works with a
plush monkey god, and Mr. Kim, Nan's driver and Eun-Yo's personal trainer. This
volume is definitely funnier than the last one. Even though they're in the middle of
nowhere Eun-Yo is still getting mixed up into all kinds of craziness. I have been
impressed with UDON's presentation. I think that the fold out full color page is a nice
extra and I wish more manga and manhwa publishers would do the same (I know there
are some publishers who have full color pages but I'm not talking about them.) I'm
looking forward to reading more of Eun-Yo's misadventures in future volumes of Star
Project Chiro. I hope that you do too!
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Star Project Chiro vol. 1
Story and Art: Baek Hye-Kyoung
Published by UDON Entertainment
ISBN-10: 1-897376-11-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-897376-11-9

Review by Kris

Eun-Yo Song is a fairly typical 16-year-old with a few exceptions.
Her family owns the renowned Mama's Childrens Clothes, which
her three older brothers now run. She started modeling in their
television spots when she was just a little kid. All of her wardrobe

contains unique designs made just for her. She is stunningly beautiful and she knows
it. All the boys love her and all the girls, with the exception of her best friend Hyun-Joo,
despise her. It must be so difficult for her (can you sense my sarcasm?). Eun-Yo has
all the traits of being the youngest child, something I know very well myself since I'm
the youngest. Because she's gorgeous and the youngest Eun-Yo has somewhat of a
superiority complex. Even though Eun-Yo could have any guy she wants, the one she's
trying to catch his eye is Chan-Kyung Woo. He's popular, smart, athletic and kind. He's
the complete opposite, personality wise at least, of Eun-Yo.

One afternoon Hyun-Joo has a strange money making scheme in mind and cons Eun-
Yo into helping. What is the scheme you ask? Kuen Entertainment is holding auditions
for a music video and Hyun-Joo wants to take pictures of hot actors and actresses to
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sell the pictures to the kids at school. She knows that with Eun-Yo there she'll be there
for a while, plenty of time for picture taking. We all know that life isn't that easy and the
president of Kuen Entertainment breaks Hyun-Joo's camera. The president happens to
be the hot pop star Nan Lee. Eun-Yo doesn't handle situations very well, she usually
opens her mouth first and thinks later (actually she usually just opens her mouth and
leaves it at that.) She demands that Nan Lee replace Hyun-Joo's camera. Nan Lee,
being a schemer, says that he'll only replace the camera if Eun-Yo auditions and gets
the part that he's casting. Enraged, she first declines but then changes her mind once
she realizes how distraught Hyun-Joo is. After putting on an embarassing show, Nan
Lee shouted instructions at the casting table, our two girls stumble across some
concert tickets.

No one else showed up to the concert and it's not to hard to hear why. The band
stinks. It turns out that the band members are actually acting students fulfilling one of
their assignments. You'll never guess who the lead singer is. It's Chan-Kyung Woo.
He's an aspiring actor but doesn't seem to have much luck in that department. After a
freak accident (Chan-Kyung fell off the stage and broke this two front teeth on Eun-Yo
lip) it is revealed that Chan-Kyung is crushing on Eun-Yo. At school the next day a
mysterious student shows up. It turns out that Nan Lee is a student at Eun-Yo's school!
He decided to show up because Eun-Yo got the part in the music video and he came
to deliver the prize money, oh, and to do a little blackmail as well.

When White Day arrives Eun-Yo has big plans with Chan-Kyung. She met an older
gentleman awhile back and asked if she could come back over to his totally amazing
house on White Day. She arrived at the house and rang the bell, several times. No one
answered so she went a head and broke in. The man didn't seem to be in so she
decided to help herself to his home. Eun-Yo was being impatient when her life too a
crazy turn. She accidentally burnes down the house, and it turns out that the house
belonged to Nan Lee's father (the older gentleman). Instead of turning her into the cops
Nan Lee giver her the option of paying him back. We're talking a large amount of cash
here (around 8 million dollars). What will Eun-Yo do?

Star Project Chiro is an ongoing series in Korea and there are currently 9 volumes,
but only three are currently available here. Baek Hye-Kyoung's artwork reminds me of
a cross between Mihona Fujii (Gals! mangaka), Toko Kawai (of Our Everlasting
fame), and Kazumi Ooya (artist for several Takumi-kun mangas). It is truly beautiful
to behold. The story is pretty funny and pretty easy to keep track of. I don't know if you
are supposed to feel sorry Eun-Yo. I don't feel sorry for her at all and she gets what is
coming to her. Nan Lee is a true jerk and it's written that there might be a budding
romance between him and Eun-Yo (however slight the chance might be at this point).
The character I felt the most for would be Chan-Kyung. The way things are progressing
in the story, his situation is the most heartbreaking. For someone as sweet and kind
and totally adorable as him he deserves so much better than Eun-Yo. The way the
series will continue is an interesting thought. I have no clue on how the story will
unfold. UDON Entertainment has created a beautiful manhwa. It is of a larger trim size
and has a full color fold out front page. also the artist has some humorus additions on
the inside of the front and back covers. I think that if you like shoujo type stories you'll
probably enjoy Star Project Chiro vol. 1. I know I did.
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A-Viking
Written by Kiernan Kelly 
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-168-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-168-6

Review by Linda Yau

Bijorn the Conquer is a Viking that got washed up on the beaches
of Florida after trying to escape from his sworn enemy - Jorund
the Vanquisher. The only problem, that battle took place in 975.
The time now is modern times. Somehow these two Vikings
found themselves propelled through time, possibly through a

worm hole.

In contemporary times, Bijorn meets Chase - a hyperactive New York stock broker who
is on a two week vacation to relax, courtesy on the advice of his doctor - so no cell
phone, no laptop, nothing that is supposed to make his blood pressure spike. Just the
beach and solitude; now confronted with this handsome stranger,

After a confusing introduction, that leaves Chase believing he was in Alice in
Wonderland, he leads Bijorn to his hotel room. Bijorn like every time traveled
characters I have read of, gets mystified by modern inventions and believes that hotel
beds are fit for gods to sleep on. Chase orders room service to bring pizza and Bijorn
gets his first dinner of pizza and beer.
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Bijorn politely eat everything, (just kidding), he actually belches after drinking beer and
wolf’s down nearly two whole pies. Since he reeks of mans’ odors, Bijornis ordered to
take a shower by Chase. By the end of the night though, they become lovers and this is
where similarities in all the erotica stories I have read comes in.

Bijorn meets up with his enemy Jorund toward the end of the story and they battle it
out, but the ending is more different than what I assume would happen. This in part
deals with reading paranormal stories. Time travel paranormal stories are interesting;
however they bring about a paradox of conclusions.

I always wonder what exactly happens to the crew that Bijorn leaves behind, or how is
it that Jorund really leaves Bijorn behind. Still this is a good read on one of those hot
quiet days, enjoyable and humorous at times.

The entire story can be downloaded here and an excerpt can be read here
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Red Shifting
Author: Aleksandr Skidan
Translator: Genya Turovskaya
Published by Ugly Duckling Presse
ISBN-13 978-0-939010-95-0

Review by Jane Seaton

I don't read much Russian, and less contemporary poetry, so
treat this review with some caution, but I enjoyed spending time
with this parallel text from the Ugly Duckling Presse's Eastern
European Poets Series.

The poems themselves have the sense of being a preliminary sketch, an outpouring of
observation with no order yet imposed, no choices made, no thought on how to form a
vessel or a narrative to contain them. It's all a bit like having your lunch, however
appetising, banged down on the table in front of you still in the saucepan with a metal
spoon sticking out of it. You worry about burning your tongue, then discover that the
poet hasn't even checked it's hot through.

So I wasn't surprised to read

написанной на три четверти сходу, в один присест.

(three quarter written at one go, at one sitting)
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But I was captivated by the poet's justification for this flood of words:

A few months of separation from the Russian language... English was taking bites out
of it.

...captivated sufficiently to dip back into a particularly dense page and discover that this
was a translation of:

Английский его объедал

(The) English (language) had eaten it.

Or possibly (with the help of my dictionary) 'gnawed round it'

We have tenses that other languages can't dream of, and Russian can turn 'eaten' into
'gnawed round' by adding three letters to the front end of a verb. What is a translator to
do? Overall, the Russian seemed plainer, the English more self-consciously 'poetic'.
But as I've said, I'm only a beginner. I returned to gnawing around the poet's offering.

In contrast to the rather relaxed presentational standards of the original writing, the
translator and publisher have worked hard.

The translation is very parallel, almost line for line, which suited my skill level. The book
itself is smart and inviting, as a poetry book should be if it's going to have a permanent
home on your bookshelf. Russian text can be hard work for the inexperienced even
after you've learned the alphabet and this was one of the most readable Russian texts
(the font is minion) I've come across to date, as well as looking good on the page.
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eat.shop london
researched, photographed and written by Caroline Loncq
Published by Cabazon Books
ISBN-13: 978-0-97895881-7

Review by Jane Seaton

Definitely a book to take out on a day when you're shopping for
shopping's sake (and pausing for refreshment lots of times too),

this guide won't help you track down a night duty pharmacy or get your shoes
reheeled. It distinguishes between shopping and eating, and that's as structured as it
gets.

But it's such fun!

I commute into London and I don't know all these places where independent shops
and cafés huddle together for mutual support. Once this book has guided you into the
right territory, you're probably going to discover some favourites of your own, and you
can publish your own guide, but it won't look as good as this one.

The maps are splendidly clear, so you can't possibly get lost. You won't even have to
struggle with the address details, printed black on dark blue so as to be illegible in both
badly-lit buses and on sunny pavements.

The book will fit in a pocket. It's a little heavy maybe, not quite the right compromise
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between portability and picture book. Towards the end of the day, you might have to
stop shopping because the book is so heavy. That would be awful.

The pages will probably wipe clean if you drool over the pictures, and if you're
shopping alone, the comments invoke an imaginary friend who can tell you how
irresistibly lovely you look in that dress. And that one. And this one over here too. 
There are hotel and 'things to do' suggestions as well as the 90 shops and eating
places, but these are a little perfunctory, unless you have such a strong regard for the
author's taste that you daren't let go of her hand for a moment. But it's only one page:
no harm done. Let's try this café now, shall we?
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Knights Volume 1
Story and art by Minoru Murao
Published by Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN-10: 1569705682
ISBN-13: 9781569705681

Review by Jilly Gee

In the quasi medieval setting of the kingdom of Excludo, witches
are tortured and put to death at an alarming rate. Much like the
witch trials of our world's past, those women were merely victims
of greed and superstition. Unlike our world, however, a noble,

masked youth and his nearly-naked female sidekick travel the kingdom saving these
innocents. While probably not the first female they have saved from a burning at the
stake, the first one saved in this series is cute and naive Nina. This first is an important
first, as she is the first girl who is still able to smile at and be kind to Mist after having
seen the dark-skinned face he hides under the mask.

What at first appears to be a rather simple story of the religious officials merely wanting
to confiscate other people's possessions and fill their own pockets evolves into a more
mysterious, sinister plot when a girl able to move and grow her hair by will alone shows
up and kills the priest that failed to do his job of exterminating Nina. Mist's mission is
not, in fact, to liberate the witches, but rather to rid the world of "Saints", members of
clergy who have done more than their fair share of killings and have become corrupt
with power. Or at least, that's what Mist's mentor tries to remind him of; Mist, however,
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takes the more chivalrous road and vows to protect all those that are weaker. Although
most likely a young teen, he acts more like a wise adult, choosing his stances carefully
in battle instead of just rushing in headfirst.

As a story targeted towards young males, it throws in a bit of fanservice in the form of
Euphemia, the scantily-clad sidekick I mentioned before (and mentioned twice in the
synopsis on the back of the book). How scantily-clad? She wears just enough material
to cover her nipples. The great thing about the fanservice in this series, however, is the
way it is incorporated into the story; yeah, she's almost naked, so might as well use
that as part of the story instead of just showing skin for the sake of showing skin. Using
her "shamelessness" she is able to distract and take out many enemies at a time. Not
that her beautiful body is her only skill; she manages to defend herself quite well using
tools from her bag.

What was frustrating were the times where the story seemed to lose continuity, if only
for a few moments. Why would the author show us Nina's father's pain at having
betrayed his daughter only to have it all completely forgotten later in the story when he
is knocking on her door? Where did all of the tension go? It's suddenly okay for him to
be worrying about his daughter's welfare again when he practically condemned her to
death before? While it's possible that it can be followed up on later, it would make even
less sense after this point in time.

Broadly speaking , Knights is shaping up to be the typical shounen manga: an
exceptionally skilled main character with a mysterious origin sets forth to rid the world
of evil. Nothing revolutionary, but nothing particularly bad about it either. Once you
start, though, you'll be sucked in, wondering just what that girl with the hair is up to and
what that fortune teller really means.
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The Devil's Secret
Story & Art by: Hinako Takanaga
Published by: 801 Media, Inc.
ISBN-13: 978-1-934129-22-7

Review by April Kimm

As always, 801 Media has quality presentation: the manga is
similar in size to the original Japanese manga with a nice dust
jacket and a color cover page. Hinako Takanaga is the mangaka
of "Challengers" (complete 4 volume series available by
DramaQueen), "Little Butterfly" (complete 3 volume series

available by DMP), "Dekiru Otoko ga Suki Nanda" (licensed by Blu), "Kimi ga Koi ni
Ochiru" (licensed by Blu), "The Tyrant Falls in Love" (licensed by DramaQueen),
"Bukiyou na Silent," "Croquis," "Kimi ga Koi ni Oboreru," "Liberty Liberty," "Love
Round," and "Study Hard." The manga is composed of 5 chapters: 2 involving the main
characters Father Mauro and Raoul, 1 involving the side character Raoul's older half-
brother Baldur, and 2 unrelated one-shots. "The Devil's Secret" is one of Hinako
Takanaga's yaoi manga that gets straight to the smut in the first chapter. The only
chapter without smut is the second one-shot, "Before Winter Comes," a shonen-ai with
a patient seme who pines for his uke.

Father Mauro helps Raoul only to discover that he is an incubus. While Father Mauro
tries to come to terms with this new discovery, Baldur comes to retrieve his lost little
brother, who had no idea who he is or where he comes from. After Baldur relates the

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781934129227
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781934129227
http://www.801media.com/
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whereabouts of Raoul to their father, he reunites with his estranged lover Zahan. "The
Devil's Secret" is a comedy about a forsaken seme, Raoul, who is in love with his
innocent uke, Father Mauro, who is the only one who believes in him. Baldur, on the
other hand, is a strong-willed uke who doesn't take kindly to finding out that his seme's
explanation for his neglect was a lie.

"Let's Do Something Useless" is a one-shot about Hagicchi, a student teacher who
doesn't understand gays, especially Sawatari, who hits on him on the street and ends
up being a student in his class. In response to being asked out, the uke punches the
seme in their initial encounter, which only attracts the cheerful seme.

"Before Winter Comes" is a one-shot about Yuba, who confesses to his best friend
Tomono at their high school graduation and promises to wait for his response. Despite
text messages during the course of a year, the uke doesn't respond. When he finally
does, it's only to realize that the number has been disconnected.

"The Devil's Secret" is an enjoyable read by a solid mangaka, who depicts semes who
are very much in love with their reluctant ukes.
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Love is Like a Hurricane 5
Story and Art by: Tokiya Shimazaki
Published by: 801 Media, Inc.
ISBN-13: 978-1-934129-14-2

Review by April Kimm

801 Media has nice presentation: the manga is similar in size to
the original Japanese manga with a dust jacket and 2 color cover
pages. Tokiya Shimazaki is the mangaka of "Little Romance."
The yaoi manga is composed of 6 chapters about the continuing
relationship between in charge Azuma and naïve Mizuki, who

somehow manages to either misunderstand something or other or gets easily duped by
Azuma's cousin Seiichi, who enjoys toying with him. As in the rest of the series, smut
abounds in almost every chapter. This is the first volume in which there are no one-
shots or chapters devoted to side characters.

In the first chapter, Seiichi relates to Mizuki the basis of the twins' crush on Azuma,
who demonstrates a different aspect of his character in the middle school flashback.
The twins from volume 4 and Mizuki's childhood friend Tiny from volume 2 make
cameos.

In the second chapter, Mizuki feels guilty after accidentally breaking Azuma's glasses
after Seiichi explains that they help Azuma with an incurable condition. Of course,

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781934129142
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781934129142
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Azuma takes advantage of Mizuki's gullibility, and Seiichi enjoys a snicker.

In the third chapter, Azuma invites Mizuki to a festival for his usual ulterior motive.
Once Azuma spots Tiny, he drags Mizuki into a shrine, and Seiichi locks them in for
Azuma's enjoyment.

In the fourth chapter, Azuma surprises Mizuki with his easy acceptance of his request
to spend the day at the beach with his friends, who discover why Azuma was so willing
to let Mizuki go without him. We find out what Azuma did to Mizuki when he was
sleeping the day before the trip to the beach.

In the fifth chapter, Azuma tutors Mizuki in English by an alternative method. Certain
English words will never be the same again.

In the last chapter, Mizuki gets confused as to why he feels weird around his new tutor.
Luckily, Azuma is there to explain his condition and get rid of a potential molester.

"Love is Like a Hurricane 5" is mindless fluff in this comedic series about relationships
in an all-boys high school.
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BookExpo 2008

by Tom Good

There were some fascinating and wonderful
people to talk to at BookExpo; the challenge
was to find as many of them as possible in
the large crowds. People with very different
kinds of goals inhabit the social ecosystem,
and the scale of the event means that
nobody has the time, energy, or interest to

engage with everyone and everything there. So all
attendees must solve a filtering problem, like
sorting through e-mail to pluck the most valuable
messages from a sea of spam. But everyone has
their own criteria for what's interesting to them.

Some people wore costumes to stand out from the
crowd, so stormtroopers, pirates, cowboys, and
characters from children's books prowled through
the aisles. Others relied on clever lines to grab
attention. One of my favorite lines was, "Have you
smelled our book yet?" This wasn't as weird as it
first sounded, since it was a scratch-and-sniff book.
Dax and Lloyd Garner (pictured above, far left and

http://liheliso.org/
http://bookexpoamerica.com/
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center) promoted their book Corpse of Freedom
with an unusual prop: an artificial corpse. They
apparently wheeled it around in a wheelchair and it
was a big hit with some striking food workers.

A few people reminded me of the sort of overworked, under-appreciated smart person
you might see as a minor character in a Dilbert strip. There's a cruel paradox at events
like this: the people who would most benefit from getting noticed -- like up-and-coming
authors -- have the most difficult time doing so. Naturally, busy attendees want to
spend time talking to people they already know, and among those they haven't met,
they pay more attention to people who are already famous. After all, that's what fame
means: people who aren't your friends pay a lot of attention to you.

Walking a lot was a daily ritual at BookExpo, so anything that altered the ease or
rhythm of walking immediately captured my attention. Some exhibitors had laid down a
very deep carpet over the existing convention center carpeting. This created zones
where my feet sunk in so far that I felt like I was walking on sand, or atop a mattress.
Women in high heels found it difficult to balance, prompting one publisher to quip, "we
make the carpet like this on purpose so that girls fall down . . . then we swoop in."

Figueroa Hotel

I stayed at the Figueroa Hotel. The hotel
was perfectly located (a short walk from the
convention center), and the Moroccan
theme made me feel like I'd stepped into a
full color, high-definition version of
Casablanca. I was warned that "the bar is
fun, but the staff is rude," but I can only
agree with the first half of that. The bar --
recently named as one of "America's Great
Bars" by Esquire magazine -- was fantastic,
and I had no problems at all with the
service. As a video game fan, I was also

impressed by the giant mural of Grand Theft Auto IV on the exterior of one side of the
building. I felt that inside and out, this was the right place for me.

Noise from the street was noticeable Friday

http://www.corpseoffreedom.com/
http://www.figueroahotel.com/
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night and Saturday morning, so I was glad
I'd brought earplugs. There was also quite a
bit of light coming from the building across
the street all night long, and the room's
curtains only blocked about half of it. This
made no difference to me, because I do not
need complete darkness to sleep anyway,
but those who are more sensitive to light
might want to bring an eye shade.

The breakfast buffet was a great bargain,
with a separate charge for each item but
very low prices. I wound up paying about $7
for breakfast, and I'm used to having to shell
out more than that for a glass of juice at
expensive hotels.

The Figueroa is not a high-end luxury hotel,
so anyone seeking that will be disappointed.
What it is, though, is a very fun and
atmospheric place. It feels more like staying
in a very large, interesting house than a normal hotel. The comfortable feeling of the
public areas makes it a great place to hang out. Next time I'm going to be at the
convention center, I will definitely want to stay there again.

Book highlights

One of the first books that caught my eye at the show was Maggots in My Sweet
Potatoes: Women Doing Time by Susan Madden Lankford. This book contains
hundreds of striking black-and-white photographs, as well as interviews with inmates
and jailers.

First Second Books was showing a trailer for Prince of Persia: The Graphic Novel.
They also had a beautiful book about how to draw comics called Drawing Words &
Writing Pictures, and Eddie Campbell's The Amazing Remarkable Monsieur Leotard, a
charming story about a circus acrobat, illustrated with watercolors. I asked about
nonfiction graphic novels, and was guided to a World War II story called Alan's War:
The memories of G.I. Alan Cope.

Udon came through with some great Korean manwha, including the amazing Dorothy
of Oz series. As soon as my girlfriend saw this one she threatened to "steal it" from me,
and she doesn't even normally read graphic novels.

DMP's booth had a huge graphic of the Speed Racer manga, which I previously
reviewed on this site. Black Sun Silver Moon, published by Go! Comi, also looked
intriguing. The story involves a priest, a cute little dog, and zombies.

Kodansha showed off a beautifully illustrated, clever book called Yokai Attack! The
Japanese Monster Survival Guide. This is like a "field guide" to the monsters of
Japanese folklore and culture, including tips on subjects like "how to survive an attack."

http://www.humaneexposures.com/maggots-sweet-potatoes.html
http://www.humaneexposures.com/maggots-sweet-potatoes.html
http://firstsecondbooks.typepad.com/
http://www.princeofpersiathegraphicnovel.com/trailersPOP.html
http://www.firstsecondbooks.com/drawingWords.html
http://www.firstsecondbooks.com/drawingWords.html
http://us.macmillan.com/theamazingremarkablemonsieurleotard
http://us.macmillan.com/alanswar
http://us.macmillan.com/alanswar
http://us.macmillan.com/alanswar
http://www.udonentertainment.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manhwa
http://www.koreanmanhwa.com/index_titles_dorothy.php
http://www.koreanmanhwa.com/index_titles_dorothy.php
http://www.dmpplatinum.com/speed/
http://www.liheliso.com/index.php?module=manga&sub=series_detail&s_id=8
http://www.gocomi.com/
http://www.kodansha-intl.com/books/html/en/9784770030702.html
http://www.kodansha-intl.com/books/html/en/9784770030702.html
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I was pleased to see the eat.shop guides at BookExpo. I have owned
eat.shop.portland for years, and it is just as useful for a long-time resident as for a
visitor to the city. We picked up some of their other city guides to review.

At another booth I got a short hands-on demo of the Amazon Kindle e-reader device. I
was blown away by how much better the screen looks in real life than it looks in photos
on the web. The ergonomics seemed questionable, but the quality of the text display
was great.

Food and Drink

Ginger Mayerson took me to Sushi-Gen on Friday night, and I liked it so much that we
went back again on Saturday night for another evening at the sushi bar. I can't
remember the last time I went to the same restaurant two nights in a row, but that's
how good it was. I've had plenty of sushi both in America and Japan, but still found
some great things there I'd never had as sushi before: kampachi (a type of yellowtail)
and baby squid. The latter would make a great disturbing-looking item to show to a
sushi novice to make them flee from the room. It visually resembles a tiny Cthulhu over
rice, but it is actually quite delicious. I also really enjoyed the Spanish mackerel, the
Toro, and the Uni.

Sushi-Gen is definitely an old-school traditional sushi bar, a place where they'll think
you're crazy if you only order California Roll. It's also the sort of place where asking the
staff for recommendations is essential, because otherwise you might miss out on
something great.

BookExpo ends promptly at 5:00pm each day, so there is plenty of time for nightlife.
There were BookExpo parties to go to, but late one night I wanted to get away and
relax a bit, so I went to Roy's, at 800 South Figueroa. A few months ago I had a great
time at a Roy's in Hawaii, so I expected it to be good, and it was. The bar was fun and
the service was fantastic. This is another place I intend to visit again next time.

Panels

A panel on "Sex in graphic novels" discussed how age ratings are assigned to (or
omitted from) graphic novels. Tokyopop once left the decision up to the subjective
opinion of individual editors, but now the company has a ratings committee and a more
formal system with a list of content indicators that should be used. Tokyopop
emphasized that their policy is to treat love and sex scenes with the same ratings
guidelines regardless of the sexual orientation of the characters. A librarian talked
about problems with a Marvel Iron Man comic that was very violent and showed
characters in thong underwear, but was rated "all ages." Several panelists mentioned
the graphic novel Blankets as an example of a work that features nudity and sexual
content, but handles it in a tasteful way that would probably be acceptable for most
teens.

Wendy Pini, creator of Elfquest, talked about how Elfquest may look at first glance like
it could be for much younger readers than its actual target audience. Her latest project,
Masque of the Red Death, she described as "erotic science fiction horror for a female
audience." A panelist from Top Shelf explained that they avoid putting age ratings on
their books, in part because some authors such as Alan Moore refuse to work with
publishers who insist on ratings. He questioned why graphic novels should have to

http://eatshopguides.com/
http://eatshopguides.com/cities/?view=city&city_id=1
http://www.amazon.com/Kindle-Amazons-Wireless-Reading-Device/dp/B000FI73MA
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have age ratings when ordinary novels do not.

A panel on "the new literacy" painted a rather depressing picture of a world where most
young people no longer read for pleasure. Gene Yang, whose graphic novel American
Born Chinese was a finalist for the National Book Award, said he told his students that
he drew comics and he thought they would find that cool, but they didn't seem
impressed. But lately he has noticed more students bringing comics to school. He also
mentioned that some kids with dyslexia who struggle to learn to read English can learn
to read Chinese just fine.

Jordan Mechner, creator of the Prince of Persia series of video games, gave a
presentation about video games and graphic novels. He said that he created comics as
a child until he got a computer. Today his video games have sold over 10 million
copies world wide. Prince of Persia has been made into a graphic novel and will also
soon be a motion picture. He said he drew inspiration for his games from movies like
Indiana Jones and The Thief of Baghdad.

Wrap-up

I'd recommend BookExpo, especially if you go to explore and see what happens, rather
than going with overly specific goals. It's a great place to meet people and discover
interesting things. And it's so big that it takes at least a day just to see everything.
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Not much happened today (I broke down and went to the spa for exfoliaiton and it was
great), but I got some pictures of what did happen.

But first, the charity auction:
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Rachel at the auction:

Scenes from the closing ceremony:
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Dinner:
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Replies: 4 comments

Thanks for posting coverage! It is much appreciated. :)

Posted by Janie @ 06/23/2008 01:05 AM PST

I loved the recap, can't wait until my shift at work tomorrow is done, so I can do my
own version somewhere on the internets, lol
Great pics! You've got me in the very first day, first shot, drawing Ian. <3

Posted by Jenn @ 06/23/2008 01:39 AM PST

Is the person in white with the doll supposed to be Dr. Muraki from "Descendants of
Darkness"?

Posted by Marfisa @ 06/25/2008 01:48 AM PST

I just wanted to say that I really apriciate that you came to our con, and also that I
absolutly LOVE the book that you gave me at the GOH dinner on Sunday. 
thanks so much for all your hard work.

Amy R.
(Guest Liaison/Historian 08)
PS. may I use your pictures in a slide show?

Posted by Kacora Mew @ 07/03/2008 09:43 AM PST

mailto:jinsunpyo18@yahoo.com
mailto:ndinnominata@yahoo.com
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
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Steal Moon vol. 1
Story and Art: Makoto Tateno
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-570-4
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-570-4

Review by Kris

Nozomi is a top-notch street fighter. He chooses to fight for some
spare cash and generally blows his competition out of the water.
But all good things must come to an end. He opens his yap and
makes a bet that the person he loses to he will become their

servant. He didn't really mean it though. A handsome, mysterious stranger suddenly
appears and decides to take the bet. Well, you can figure it out from this point. Nozomi
loses and the mysterious stranger tries to collect his prize. Nozomi refuses and tries to
get away, unsuccessfully. The stranger knocks him out.

When Nozomi awakens, he seems to be sans clothes, and in an unknown room. When
he comes to fully some unknown man appears on a large monitor hanging on the wall.
The man says his name is Hermes and owner of the website "Digital Angels." It seems
that the mysterious stranger sold Nozomi to the owner of "Digital Angels." Hermes tells
him that he can earn his freedom back once his particular page gets 5 million hits.
Nozomi can't accept that answer. He decides that all he's going to do is eat and sleep.
He figures that they'll get so bored with him and they'll get rid of him. Two adorable
kids, Soma and Gyokuto come into his room to make sure he's really sleeping. Once

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569705704
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569705704
http://junemanga.com/
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Nozomi acknowledges them Hermes comes up on screen to let him know that if he
doesn't do anything to draw in traffic a forced event may occur. Once Soma and
Gyokuto leave Nozomi decides to take a shower. He's assaulted by two creeps who
enter his room and it's evident that this rape is a forced event. There is one thing going
against the creeps. Nozomi is a champion street fighter, remember? He takes them
down, all the while Hermes and the mysterious stranger watch from another room.
Coyote, the mysterious stranger, comes into Nozomi's room right after and let's him
know that they will be meeting in Hermes room.

It turns out that "Digital Angels" is a cover. Some computer on the moon is spying on
them and they are using "Digital Angels" to occupy the attention of the moon
computer. The plan is to use three different earth computers to shut down the moon
computer. There is a catch, however. It turns out that there are only three people who
can access the computers. Soma and Gyokuto can access two of the three and
Nozomi is the missing piece. The computer is in a neighboring town and Coyote will
accompany him so they can test the theory that Nozomi is truly the one. It turns out
that Coyote admires Nozomi for his fighting skills, but will those feelings grow deeper?
And how does Nozomi feel about Coyote? Will they be able to bring the plan of
shutting down the moon computer to fruition?

Steal Moon vol. 1 is a 1984 style book for the new millenium. It is a sci-fi tale that
is set in the near future. Makoto Tateno-sama knocks it out of the park, again. She is
amazing. I really don't like science fiction type stories, no matter how hard I try. But this
Tateno-sama we are talking about. I love her. She is one in a million. I love her work
and Steal Moon defintely doesn't dissappoint. This is a tight story with beautiful art.
Steal Moon is a two volume series. This first volume leaves it on a major cliff hanger
and I so cannot wait for the second volume. There is a prequel series called Blue
Sheep Reverie that is also going to be released by Juné, the first volume comes out
in December. It stars two side characters that appear in Steal Moon. Juné hasn't
disappointed me yet in their production quality. It is the larger trim size with a beautiful
dust jacket. Who knew that Nozomi and Coyote were even more gorgeous in full color!
Read it, even if you don't like sci-fi!
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Yaoi Jamboree, Glendale AZ, Day 2

Relaxing in the lobby.

http://liheliso.org/
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Not many pictures for you today because my camera battery ran out on me.

I am so nice. I stood in line for Rachel to get autographs from the creators of Level C:

Futaba and Mitsuba (and I've no idea which is whom).

But Rachel was happy:

Two other manga guests:
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Eiki Eiki and Tsuada (Tsuada is in the hat).

I didn't get much out of the opening ceremonies other than that it's hard to whip a
crowd of less than 20 into much of a frenzy. This con needs some angels.

I don't have exact numbers, but I understand that attendance was under 300. I feel this
is a terrible shame because another yaoi centered convention outside of the Bay Area
can only be good. I do think, and everyone I ask seems to think, that this con would be
better held in Las Vegas. Not only because Las Vegas is Yamilla's home town, but also
because the hotels are cheaper and there's more to do outside the con. Whole families
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could come for the con. While the women shopped for yaoi and went to panels, the
men could drink and gamble. There might also be a few show boys who'd be amused
to do the bishie thing. It's perfect.

I'm also bored in this hotel (the spa is way out of my budget) and it was 120F outside
so I felt a little trapped, too. There's a nice fitness center, but I didn't bring any workout
clothes. Oh well.

I got a decent lunch in the bar, but still expensive:

Their curried chicken salad sandwich was good, but too much like a salad to be a
sandwich and too like a sandwich to be a salad and so in the end was somewhat
unsatisfying. But by then it was nap time.

At 4PM I went to DMP's well attended panel hosted by Rachel and Duke. The main
news was in new releases: Doki Doki, which is a co-label release with Shinshoken (sp?
). Also "Color," "Living for Tomorrow," "Fevered Kiss" (a novel), "Midnight Blue," and
"Brilliant Blue" all set for September 2009 releases.

Digital Manga will also be opening an exclusive yaoi online store on or before
September 2009 called Yaoi Superstore (will be at www.yaoi-club.com). My notes say
9/2009, but I think it's opening sooner than that, so keep an eye on that website.

After the panel, I struck up a conversation with Soyoung Jung of Netcomics.com and
got two very beautiful manwha books, "Roureville 1" and "Boy Princess 1," for review.
All Netcomics.com books are also online so you can sample before you buy.

I then had another overpriced dinner in the deserted restaurant and called it a night.

Replies: 4 comments
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Can suggest to the con planners to have the Yaoi con at Las Vegas.

Posted by Linda @ 06/22/2008 01:50 PM PST

HI! Nice to see your site! Strange you complain about nothing to do outside of Yaoi
Jam, though. Did you really need to do anything else? Why bother with bringing the
family? Leave the old man at home with the kids, for Pete's sake! You could have
found cheaper lodging and restaurants, if that was a problem. Maybe next year you
can room with me instead of someone who's attending on her company expense
account. I'll call you about your book!

Posted by Lyn Jensen @ 06/24/2008 03:10 PM PST

Hi Lyn.

I think you're kind of missing the point of my con review. The con and the con hotel for
the con is what I'm reviewing. I just thought the hotel was expensive. My personal and
professional economics are not the issue here, but if it's of any interest to anyone I was
pleasantly surprised at checkout: even with a trip to the spa on Sunday, my bill was
lower than I thought it would be. However, $129/night + food is still $129/night + food.

I attended the con as press for J LHLS. I have no idea why you bring up whom I
associated with at the con. It had no bearing on my con experience or reporting except
to mention it now and then. I spent some time with you as well, and other than being a
pleasantly professional experience, it had little or no impact on my con experience or
my review. I don't recall there being any unpleasantness between us, but your
comment makes me wonder if I missed something.

I look forward to reading your convention reporting. It was 120F outside the hotel and
in Phoenix, did you find something to do outside the hotel? I'd love to hear about it. I
didn't have a car with me, and walking in 120F seems suicidal.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 06/24/2008 03:23 PM PST

Hi there! I was surprised to see you put the picture of me and my sasuke on your page!
You review was very well written and fair. Just to let you know there was maybe 78
attendees not including dealers, staff, and guests. I will be writing my own review
tonight. I will post the link on the forum.

Posted by Foxas @ 07/01/2008 04:07 PM PST

mailto:lynmarenjensen@yahoo.com
http://hackenblog.com/
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Yaoi Jamboree, Glendale AZ, Day 1

Rachel Livingston let me hitch a ride with her to Glendale Arizona for Yaoi Jamboree.
She picked me up at 2AM (my neighbors must be scandalized; they never see me up

http://liheliso.org/
http://yaoijamboree.com/
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that late) and we drove into the desert. I don't have any pictures of this, sorry, it was
just dark and empty.

But this is Rachel when we got to the Renaissance Phoenix Hotel:

Rachel did all the driving.

It's a nice hotel:

I never quite figured out what these were:
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Sadly, this water container was broken by the end of the day:

Relaxing in my room, I did eventually get dressed and go out:
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It's a nice hotel and even nicer that they let me check in when I got there and didn't
charge an extra day. It's a brand new hotel and seems a little fragile. The attention to
detail is odd: I came across some nice tile and light fixture touches, but they're used so
often they lost any impact. And, of course, the carpeting ranges from alarming to
distrubing thoughout.

I met Yamila Abraham of Yaoi Press, the organizer of the con (left), and Kyla Mills, the
con chair (right):

There were long hallways to get to the dealer room:
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There were previews in the dealer room from 5-9pm:
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There were sketch sessions.

This pose started out like this:
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And the next time I looked over there, it was this:
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And costumes:
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She said she was a Trekkie:
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There are more pictures, some blurry ones as an extra bonus (ain't you lucky?) at the
Flickr. God bless Flickr. More con reportage tomorrow.

Previously: Shoot. I don't have an ftp program on here to upload photos for
commentary. But there's always Flickr and some bad pictures. I'll add photos and
commentary when I get back to my own computer. (I was tired tonight anyway. Rachel
and I left LA at 2AM.)

Replies: 3 comments

The hotel pictures on Flickr looks really nice and comfortable.

Posted by Linda @ 06/22/2008 01:52 PM PST

being shippo is hard work when inu wont let you do any thin lol

http://www.flickr.com/photos/27767253@N07/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/27767253@N07/
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Posted by steven @ 07/01/2008 12:18 AM PST

Shippo knock it off. *smirks* Nice shots of Steven and myself as Inu and Shippo... ^_^

Posted by Matthew @ 07/03/2008 02:16 PM PST
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Ring My Bell
Written by BA Tortuga 
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-227-X
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-227-0

Review by Linda Yau

In Colin's opinion, ringing a bell for charity is a horrible way to
spend the holiday. Three hours on the job, his fingers are numb,
his ears are ringing and if he has to listen to other people wish
him happy holidays, he's going to be pissed off.

It is this setting that set him up to rescue the naked and muddy Gaz (Gazardiel) from
the side of the road. What made this situation strange though were the white loose
feathers when Colin found Gaz and the bloodied stubs on his back.

After Gaz settles in Colin's place, during the same night, hey became lovers and for the
rest of the story, there are plenty of racy scenes. It is nice for anyone who wants to
read porn with a plot-driven story, but for this story, at times the scenes of sex and
foreplay became overwhelming or not as clear. So that brings a bad angle to the
validity of this Christmas story. During the duration of the story and the several times
afterward of rereading this story, I was quite confused by who was doing who. There
were no clear dominant or submissive in this story, both men can give and take it.

http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=746
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=746
http://www.torquerebooks.com/
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This story was also quite strange, at times I imagine that Colin wondered if Gaz was
human or not. From the publisher's description it identified Gaz as being a phone sex
operator. However the words, language and tone seems to want identify Gaz as a
fallen angel. Many instances in the story, there where mention of Christian references
and symbols. I have read books where there was a Christian literature

Is Gaz a fallen angel or an out of luck worker?

The only conclusion that I came up with is Gaz is a fallen angel with a cover up as a
phone sex operator. So I repeat, what a strange religious reminder with an unclear plot.

The entire story is downloadable here and you can read an excerpt here
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The Clouds Above
Story and Art: Jordan Crane
Published by Fantagraphics Books
ISBN-10: 1-56097-909-7
ISBN-13: 978-1-56097-909-8

Review by Kris

Simon has the tendency to be late. He's late so often his teacher Missus Poe has
threatened him with a beating with a phone book. Oh, No! The door into the school is
locked and the only way in is removing the vent on the door. Simon's cat Jack has
joined him at school today. Once he gets in, one of Simon's classmates tattles to
Missus Poe. Simon and Jack decide hide on the roof instead of enduring the wrath of
Missus Poe. That is where the adventure truly begins.

On the rooftop is a lot of junk and door. Just a door and a frame, nothing else. Simon,
with his young boy curiosity, open the door. Behind this door is a mysterious spiral
staircase. Simon, his young boy curiosity, and Jack begin to ascend the staircase. The
further they travel above the school they meet some yellow birds that suggest they
head to the salt flats instead of going further up the staircase. The birds also insult
Jack by calling him a dog which Jack responds to by trying to eat them. Once the birds
fly off, Simon and Jack continue on their journey. The farther up they go, the thicker the
clouds. Once they reach the top of the cloud canopy it turns out that the two of them
can walk on the clouds. Cool!

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781560979098
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781560979098
http://www.fantagraphics.com/
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While exploring the tops of the clouds Simon and Jack meet a very sad cloud by the
name of Perch. He's named Perch because that's what his bird friends call him. Perch
is sad because he wants to see his birdsies at the salt flats but he's so far away from
them. To cheer Perch up, Simon creates a cloud propeller so Perch can fly to see his
bird friends. Perch grabs Simon and Jack, his new friends, and take them on the
adventure of their life.

The Clouds Above is a clever book for all ages to enjoy. It is written in graphic novel
style with a hip Dr. Seuss vibe. Each character has their quirks. Simon is terribly
attached to his encyclopedia volume P-Q, Jack is a very large and fat cat, and Perch is
a cute and poofy cloud. Who hasn't had a teacher like Missus Poe? We don't ever see
her face but you know that she's an older, mean bitty with saggy boobs, armpit stains
and flies hovering around her. You can almost smell her! I loved this book so much I
made my mom, sister and my twelve-year-old niece read it. I just wish I could find a
staircase like this! I highly recommend to everyone young and old, rich and poor, to
read this fun tale of adventure!

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 06/19/2008: "Graphic Novel Review: The Clouds Above"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000899.htm[4/27/2019 2:53:37 PM]

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 06/19/2008: "Manhwa Review: Magical JxR vol. 2"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000898.htm[4/27/2019 2:53:41 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Josei Review: Voices of Love"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Graphic
Novel Review: The Clouds Above"]

06/19/2008 Archived Entry: "Manhwa Review: Magical JxR vol.
2"

Magical JxR vol. 2
Story and Art: Lee Sun-Young 
Published by UDON Entertainment
ISBN-10: 1-897376-62-6
ISBN-13: 978-1-897376-62-1

Review by Kris

Cho-Ah has finally started high school. She was expecting to be
able to start fresh and have everyone think that she's a girly girl
and snag herself a ultra hot boyfriend. Thinking that her contract
had been fulfilled with Jay and Aru she truly thought that there

was nothing to surprise her. Boy was she in for a surprise. It turns out that her contract
hadn't been fulfilled after all. Cho-Ah is required to spend the next year together doing
good deeds. Cards have been left all over town. Jay, Aru, and Cho-Ah have to find the
cards and help whoever holds the card.

Cho-Ah is not looking forward to this new development. Her parents are in America so
she and her younger brother are living with their aunt. Since Cho-Ah's birthday is
coming up soon she gives Aru and Jay strict instructions about getting her an excellent
birthday present since our magical friends left out the tiny detail of the year long
commitment. At school early the next morning as a surprise for Cho-Ah Aru decides to
cause everything to float around the classroom. Aru thought that no one else would
show up, but to their surprise one of their classmates wandered into the middle of the
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floating chaos. Rushing out of the class with classmate in tow, Cho-Ah drags him up to
the rooftop. It turns out that the mysterious classmate is the fabulous, handsome Mr. S,
a super hot celebrity, incognito. Mr. S wants to help out with Aru, Jay, and Cho-Ah's
mission to help those around them. Cho-Ah doesn't want to but Mr.S decides to
blackmail Cho-Ah and she has no choice but to accept it.

The first card shows up that exact day. It is in the possession of one of Jay, Aru, and
Cho-Ah's classmates. Her name is Lee-Ah Ah. She seems to be really quiet and
doesn't hang out with anyone. Cho-Ah decides to get to know Lee-Ah and find out
what her card is. When they discover what is on the card Cho-Ah decides to do what
she can to help Lee-Ah in her time of need. Who knew that Cho-Ah's love of fairy tales
would come in handy. Read Magical JxR vol 2 to find out what is needed to help
Lee-Ah and be surprised at the cliff hanger ending.

I hope I didn't spoil too much for you and read my review of Magical JxR vol. 1 by
clicking on the link. The story continues to be an amazing body of work and I don't
know if I will be able to wait until the end of the month for the third volume. The story
ends on quite the cliffhanger. The characters are becoming more and more interesting.
I think I've been reading way too much boys love because while I've been reading I
haven't wanted anyone to break up our team of Jay and Aru and I want them to get
together. Also I think that a romance between Cho-Ah and Mr. S is brewing. Hmm... I
giggled while reading the first one but laughed out loud while reading this volume. I
really look forward to the other two volumes. If things continue along the path that they
are on now, I have to say that Magical JxR will be one of my favorite series. Only
time will tell (since I have to wait for the upcoming volumes). Like the first volume there
is a full color fold out page at the very front and it is a larger size. I have come to enjoy
UDON titles and I look forward to reading more from this publisher. And a great one to
start with is Magical JxR.
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Voices of Love
Story and Art by Kanae Hazuki 
Published by Luv Luv Press 
ISBN-10: 1934496081 
ISBN-13: 978-1934496084

Review by Linda Yau

Voices of Love is a heterosexual graphic novel that has five
short stories. The targeted audience for this book is for josei,
which is Japanese for adult woman that is different from shoujo
(teen girls). This is the first translated release from Luv Luv
Press, and they have from that time have released other novels

for the adult female.

Voices of Love is the first story in this 192 page paperback, and is the title story on
the blurb in the back of the book. Mika Tsukahara is the teacher to Naokazu Kuga, a
student at her school. They are also neighbors with paper thin walls between their
apartments. One thing leads to another and there is a forbidden attraction between
them.

One Summer’s Day is the second story and is about Shigure and Sana. They are
high school friends and Shigure is the first man that Sana has had sex with. The only
problem is that, they aren’t a couple and most of the time Shigure only has casual sex
with Sana. Sana actually loves Shigure, so would there be any returned love in this
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selfish sex relationship?

Rainbow Smile is about Nina who is involved in an abusive relationship. However,
there is Taichi her best friend that is can comfort her in the downtimes of her
relationship. It is just a matter of when Nina would leave her boyfriend for Taichi.

Pictures of Us is the fourth story and is about Mizu, a 36 year old man. He doesn’t
want to be alone, so one day he posts an online ad and Fuyu answers the ad. The only
problem, Fuyu is18 years old, quite an age difference as Mizu believes; by the end
though, he realizes that he doesn’t mind the age difference and embarks on a
relationship with Fuyu.

Teach Me Love is the final story where college students Atsushi meets Hayako
Yamano. Their meeting is quite surprising when Hayako is offered to Atsushi as
payment from Kasai, their mutual acquaintance. Other than feeling strange and bad by
the situation, Atsushi afterwards teaches Hyako to lover herself, instead of offering her
body to men. 

Voices of Love is quite different from the graphic novels I usually read, sex between
men and woman as opposed to the yaoi stuff. Graphic erotica, seeing it in graphic
format, however makes me aware of the difference between Asian and western
cultures. I have previously read of negative reviews of this book, courtesy of Amazon
had reviewer stating that the heroines in this book series have no backbone. I can say
that I agree with that assumption. Of the entire book, the only stories that caught my
eye were either Voices of Love and Teach Me Love, because of the sweetness
the men have for the female in question. I was quite annoyed by Rainbow Smile,
but if there is anyone with a different opinion. Feel free to comment.
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Pillage
Written by Obert Skye
Published by Shadow Mountain
ISBN-10: 1590389220
ISBN-13: 9781590389225

Review by Jilly Gee

Beck Phillips wasn't exactly living a normal life before he was
sent to live with his Uncle Aeron in Kingsplot; his father had left
when he was a baby and he and his mother moved from location
to location, his mother never able to hold a steady job because of

her worsening mental health. Still, he went to school like a normal teenage boy, got
into trouble like a normal teenage boy, and flirted with girls way out of his league like a
normal teenage boy. It is when he is sent to his uncle's house in Kingsplot that things
take a turn for the downright strange.

Despite Aeron's supposed wealth, there are but four workers in the entire manor, all of
whom tell him not to go poking his nose where he shouldn't. Not that they are unkind;
they kindly tell him to leave locked doors locked. Of course, saying that to a curious,
young man has the same effect as just shoving him headlong into the unknown; he
explores a basement that he was told does not exist by the staff and a conservatory
with no entrance. How did he get into said conservatory? Why, he asked the ivy to
grow for him so he could climb it.
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The concept of a boy being sent to live with relatives he never knew he had and then
discovering something remarkable about himself isn't a exactly a new one, but few of
those boys, if any, were as witty as Beck. The comebacks he made and the
observations from his point of view had me frequently smiling wide. Not that he's
annoyingly snide. The boy thinks the same things everyone does; he just manages to
express them in entertaining ways.

While humor is a great strength of Pillage, it is certainly not the strength. The plot may
have roots in the standard fantasy fare, but much of it is refreshingly different from
what is expected from a story about a young hero and his dragons. Beck is not
descended from greatness, his displays of heroism are somewhat embarrassing, and
dragons are most assuredly not his friends; not to sell him short, he is still a good hero
in spite of all that, which just makes him all the greater.

The presentation, an except from a book within the book tucked between every
chapter, greatly enhanced my enjoyment of the story. As the main plot progressed, the
things readers would need to know from the meta-book were revealed, bit by bit,
allowing them to see things in a light Beck did not yet see. After all, half the fun is in
being able to see a main character's follies before he does.
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Dancing on the Head of a Pin
by Kiernan Kelly
Printed in the USA by Torquere Press, Copyright 2007

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Would you give up your immortal soul for eternal love? How
about just a piece of it? That's what happens when Malak meets
Cael, one fine morning in the infamous city of Sodom. Malak is a
beautiful, black-haired angel, one of the seraphim sent to punish
the ungodly people of that wicked city, and Cael is a handsome
blond demon who enjoys sneaking out of hell to revel in the
pleasures of the flesh, which is what Sodom and her sister city

Gomorrah specialized in.

On the day that Sodom and Gomorrah are scheduled to be obliterated by fire and
brimstone, Malak, still new to human form, accidentally witnesses the gangbang of a
male prostitute in the marketplace, right below the window of Lot's house, where he
and the rest of his angelic brethren are gathering for the attack. He gets so turned on
by the sight that he has to masturbate to relieve the tension caused by these new
feelings. So when the attack on Sodom goes down, so does Malak, too weakened by
his orgasm to dodge the fireball that clips his wings, sending him falling to the ground
to scream and cry for mercy along with all the panic-stricken humans.
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Knowing that if he dies in his human form without being absolved of his sin, he will be
unable to return to Heaven, Malak does not refuse the helping hand offered by Cael,
who flies off with him just in time. But when a demon rescues an angel, he gets to
choose a contest. If he wins the contest within three millennia, the angel has to share a
piece of his soul with the demon. The lucky demon then gets to live among us mortals
until the End of Days, or the proverbial End of The World as We Know It. Since Cael is
warm for Malak's form from the moment he sees him, he chooses sex for his contest,
the thing that he knows he is best at, confident that Malak will not be able to refuse
him.

True to his angelic nature, Malak plays hard to get at first. He escapes from Cael at the
first opportunity and hides in a cave for a hundred years. But eventually he gets lonely
and comes out. Cael finds him and persuades him to come live with him instead,
reminding him that they're both alone among the mortals. "You know that I will keep
trying to seduce you, and I know that you will resist me, but other than that one small
conflict can we not live in peace together?" the demon asks reasonably. Unable to
refute this argument, Malak agrees to come live with him, but not be his love. So they
share habitats and lives for the next three millennia, with Cael constantly teasing,
taunting and tempting the angel to hook up, and Malak refusing him, determined to go
home to Heaven with his soul intact.

Things go on like this until the present day, when Cael receives a visit from his old
boss, the demon Asmodai, a hideous creature who always smells of sulfur and
decaying flesh, with three heads-one human, one ram, one bull—and a snake for a
cock. He's hot for Cael's body and can't resist boasting about how soon he's going to
get him, now that his time on Earth is nearly up and he still hasn't seduced Malak. He
also claims that the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse have been released and the
End of Days is coming soon.

After learning this, it doesn't take long for Cael to convince Malak to give him a
sympathy fuck, thereby saving him from Asmodai, but the trauma of losing part of his
soul makes Malak think that Cael only fucked him to get part of his soul, not because
he really cared about him. It seems Angel Boy has been in love with his demon since
the first time he saw him, but was afraid to admit it till now. Of course this complicates
things, but they get straightened out after Asmodai pays a visit to Malak behind Cael's
back to tell him some lies so he can break them up. The demon and the angel drive out
Asmodai together and then join forces to save the Earth from the Apocalypse. The first
thing they have to do is identify the Four Horsemen in their now human forms, with a
little help from above.

Whether you take religion seriously or not (and if you do, why are you reading an erotic
e-book?), you're sure to love this story. Kiernan Kelly strikes just the right balance
between reverence and revelry when he writes about the sacred and profane, even
opening his chapters with biblical quotations to show you which Horseman our heroes
are pursuing now. His offbeat humor reminds me of one of my favorite authors, a local
boy named Patrick Thomas, author of the Murphy's Lore series, who also writes about
mystical and legendary things with humor and loving detail. Most religious people don't
have much of a sense of humor; they're so dead serious about religion they believe
that even the mildest joke about sacred things will earn you a one-way ticket to Hell.
They also believe that all same-sex relationships are damned by their very nature. But
Kelly holds a more enlightened viewpoint, namely that God is willing to overlook sins of
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the flesh if there is true love in the relationship. This makes sense to me; after all, He
created the world out of love, didn't He? So why shouldn't he go easy on lovers,
regardless of gender or species. Kelly also believes that Satan is not the opposite of
God, but of Saint Michael the Archangel, who defeated him in battle and cast him out
of heaven eons ago. Kelly even suggests that Satan and Michael are twin brothers,
working on opposite sides of the spiritual fence. I'm willing to go along with this, since
the story is so entertaining and so believable as well.

Malak and Cael make an odd couple, but they're willing to work together to save the
world they live in, so they can be together in it for as long as possible. The way they go
about it is as original as their relationship. One of the funniest parts of this story is
reading about Malak decked out in his traditional heavenly chain mail and sword to do
battle with evil, since he's a good guy and has to follow the rules, while Cael, who's a
bad guy and doesn't have to follow any stinking rules, dresses up like a commando
and carries more contemporary weapons, like a Luger and a Skorpion submachine
gun. Between them they manage to locate the First Horseman, who's posing as a
preacher in Atlanta, a televangelist with a huge following urging people to smite the
sinners in their midst, the blasphemers, the fornicators and the sodomites, and
anybody who doesn't believe the same way they do. The white horse on the banner
behind his pulpit is a dead giveaway, as is the Latin motto beneath it, "Suus ira est
puter" or "His wrath is loosed".

The other three Horsemen of the Apocalypse are also in contemporary disguises. The
Red Horseman is a rock musician, a cross between Jim Morrison of the Doors and
Gene Simmons of KISS, whose music literally slays people. The Black Horseman is
the head of a popular fast food corporation similar to McDonalds, but with a toxic
ingredient added to his burgers, fries and shakes which makes ordinary food poisoning
look no worse than a case of diarrhea. And the final Horseman, Death, rides a pale
horse, which is a shiny steel motorbike. Yep, there's something for everybody in
"Dancing on the Head of a Pin", from traditional Fundamentalists to freethinking
liberals. I liked this book for more than just the sex, and I think you will too.

Available directly from Torquere Press. Read here for an excerpt.
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Magical JxR vol. 1
Story and Art: Lee Sun-Young
Published by UDON Entertainment
ISBN-10: 1-897376-61-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-897376-61-4

Review by Kris

Magical JxR by Lee Sun-Young is a four volume manwha
(Korean manga) series. It's the tale of two wizards in the human
world.

Aru and Jay are wizard apprentices and study partners in magic school. Aru uses fire
based magic. He's not the best student and is kind of an airhead but he's cheerful and
sincere. Jay uses water based magic. He's the exact opposite of Aru. He's an excellent
student, thoughtful, but a tad cool and aloof. At their magic school when study partners
are assigned it's the teachers who pair them up. They also assign them based on the
source of magic. In Jay and Aru's case, however, they chose each other to be
partners.

Cho-Ah Nam is your typical 16-year-old, with a few exceptions. She's always loved
fairy tales, especially Alice in Wonderland. She imagines her world as though it's a
shojo manga and she really wants to be seen as a feminine girly girl. There is one thing
standing in her way. Her dad is a national Taekwondo champion and has a famous

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781897376614
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781897376614
http://www.koreanmanhwa.com/
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high kick. It seems as though Cho-Ah inherited her father's genes and has a killer high
kick as well. Since she has the reputation of being able to kick butt and take names
she strikes fear into the hearts of many. But Cho-Ah just wants to be seen as a cute
sweet girl that she can sometimes be.

These two worlds collide on one fateful day. One day as Cho-Ah is headed home after
school she runs into a fortune teller. In reading the cards the fortune teller informs her
that she will meet two people with opposing personalities and bring confusion and
chaos into her life. The confusion can either be positive or negative and it all depends
on her. She has a choice to make on whether or not she believes this weirdo that
claims to be a fortune teller.

All day Cho-Ah felt as though someone has been following her. When she arrives at
home she meets the two guys with opposing personalities that fortune teller told her
about. Yes, it's Jay and Aru.

For Jay and Aru to graduate and become full fledged wizards they must pass a
graduation test. They have been sent to the human world and must use their magic to
help someone. They are also assigned to a human, which in this case is Cho-Ah. Aru
and Jay have to sign a binding contract with Cho-Ah and then the three of them have
to help someone in need. Once their kind deed has been completed the contract terms
have been met Jay and Aru are to go back to the magic school and out of Cho-Ah's
hair. Have they really gone back to magic school when their mission is complete?

Magical JxR vol. 1 is a fun quick read. Being a fan of the whole Harry Potter
universe this is a great addition to my library. This is a great shojo title and is great for
anyone who likes fluffy stories. The art is beautiful and the story is pretty solid. The
instructors at the magic school are great. Mr. Mats, Aru and Jay's teacher, when he
gets angry he turns into a bear. Master Ode, the principal of their school, is really quite
sneaky and pretty funny as well. It's a great tale of how people with opposite
personalities can get along and bring the best out in each other. UDON Entertainment
is a fairly new company that focuses on publishing Korean manhwa. I've only started
one other series released by them, but so far I have been pretty impressed. It is a
larger trim size, it's around the size of a Digital Manga release. There is a full color fold
out at the very front. I didn't notice any spelling or grammatical errors so the editing is
quite good. Since I don't know Korean I wouldn't know if the translation is good or not
but the flow of the story is pretty good. The price point isn't too bad, at $11.95 a pop at
the trim size that it is, I'd say it's a pretty good deal. I say check it out, it's cute, funny,
sweet, and surprising!

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
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Yakuza in Love (volume 2)
Story and art: Shiuko Kano
Publisher: Deux Press
ISBN-10: 1934496200
ISBN-13: 978-1934496206

Review by Cat

I cannot deny that I was absolutely thrilled to get my paws on the
second volume of Yakuza in Love. I was a little concerned
that, as with many trilogies, it might fall victim to the dreaded
"saggy middle" syndrome. Well, has it?

For a review of Yakuza in Love (volume 1), please click here.

This second volume of the three-volume Yazuka in Love furthers and deepens the
events in this labyrinth-like world of Yakuza politics and personal interactions among
clan members.

I don't know how other reviewers do it, but I'm too nervous to summarise this volume
because it's so tied to volume 1 and, definitely, volume 3. I will try my best, with hope
that I won't have to lay my neck on a wooden block for spoiler-hating readers.

The relationship of Ichimura and Saikya isn't fully explored, even though their

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1934496200
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1934496200
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emotional and physical needs are finally met. In a way it comes as a surprise because I
think I had expected more.

Then again, I must recognise that it's clear from the start with volume 1 that the story
isn't all about them. The story revolves around almost them all including Ogawa,
Azuma, Hanabishi, and two new characters, Issei and the Doc who could be seen as
the man with a long memory.

Even so the focus is mostly on Junki Ogawa who's, as I said in previous review, is a
psychotic little dog that clearly doesn't care if he'd live or die. Junki has deep feelings
for his mentor, Chihiro Karasuma, whom he seems to understand he can never have.
Why? Their history becomes clear with the unexpected inclusion of a side story in this
volume.

In spite of his unrequited love for Chihiro, he's having a seemingly dangerous affair
with a certain member of the rival gang. At first it seems it's a Romeo-and-Juliet
scenario, but it becomes increasingly clear that it's not all what it seems. In fact it may
have put Junki's life in danger. Junki almost died before, but will he die for real this
time? What will Chihiro do now that he finds out what's happened to his charge?

Around this time, our hero Aoi Ichimura's past is partly revealed through unexpected
sources. While all these discoveries whir around him, he finally finds something in
himself to become what he's meant to be. This moment of 'Let the true colours shine
through!' is, I have to say, unique.

When the story ended, I felt both cheated and miffed. Mostly, cheated. I think it's
because volume 1 focuses entirely on the story and yet volume 2 devotes only half of
its book length to Yakuza in Love. OK, it isn't, really, as it has a YiL side story, Liar,
but still. It's a little like someone lent me a DVD with this impression the whole movie
would be on it when in fact it contains only half of it. It's like that for me with this
volume. *pout*

Then again, it does give you an impression that your patience will be rewarded
because there are enough hints in this that the show down might take place between
the emotionally damaged Flower gang leader, Hanabishi Toru, and our clueless hero in
love, Aoi Ichimura, who both don't realise they have something seriously significant in
common.

How will it all turn out for them all in the end? That's what kills me because I want to
know. Now. When I reached the last page, I admit I whined, "What, it's already ended?
Oh, for f**k's SAKE! When is volume 3 due out? ...September? How many months will
it be? *mental counting* Two months? No, three months... *whine*"

In other words, Yazuka in Love 2 hasn't fallen victim to the dreaded 'the middle that
goes nowhere' syndrome, which is a relief. However, for readers who expect more on
Ichimura and Saikya's relationship will be disappointed, but I do believe they won't
mind because the story as a whole still has a lot to offer.

To be honest, I think in this volume, Ichimura and Saikya's story are overshadowed by
Junki Ogawa and other characters because their stories seem more dramatic, intense
and, in a way, tragic. However, it does feel as if Shiuko Kano did this to justify the
showdown that might come with volume 3. How 'citing.
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Liar (side story)
An oneshot-length flashback to the day when Junki Ogawa's feelings for Chihiro
Kurosama were born and the night when Junki was born to become what he's now.

Although there are some hints in volume 1, this oneshot reveals the history between
Junki and Chihiro and these three events that left deep impact on their lives that they,
as hinted in volume 1 and 2, still struggle to recover from.

As this story took me into their past, I felt a big twinge of sympathy for this little
psychotic dog and felt, unexpectedly and weirdly, less sympathetic towards Chihiro,
even though I'm sure this isn't meant to be. I suppose while his logic doesn't make
sense, it does. For him, anyway.

I still think Ogawa is a sociopath, but, well, with this side story in mind, Junki's actions
in the main story hold kind of emotional weight this time. I mean, with volume 1, I
thought he was a dog that clearly needed to be put to sleep for the sake of everyone's
safety, but after this story, I think he's a dog that needs a good hug.

Well, I would give him one if I was allowed to put on a full armour for my own safety
first.

Saved (oneshot)
Sixteen-year-old high school boy Kohei Usamoto is pissed off. Misaki, whom he feels
obliged to protect because in his eyes she's a fallen angel needs saving, apparently
has a sugar daddy in form of a married guy. He decides to do something about it. Like,
confronting this sugar daddy who seems to be taking advanage of his poor Masaki.
Silly Kohei, because he has absolutely no idea what he's taking on.

Two words...no, one word: Crack. It's a comedy. It's a comedy about love and sex,
basically. No romance. Well, in Kohei's head, there is, but there isn't, really. I honestly
can't say any more than that because it's short and, well, there's naivety and there's
naviety. It has to be read to believe.

All these stories would be rated as light-to-medium yaoi and, as stories go, enjoyable
to different degrees. Both Yakuza in Love stories, the main story and the side story,
contain graphic scenes of violence and sex, which justifies the 18+/mature rating.
Saved has a light sex scene that heavily relies on comedy.

All in all, this second volume is, although not fully satisfying, a fun read, but I'm happy
that, as a trilogy, Yakuza in Love is standing up well so far. I look forward to reading
the final volume.

Replies: 1 Comment

Hey Catya! I'm sorry you feel cheated. I'm picking up my copy on Friday. Gotta wait till I
get paid. Blast that thing called money! I just thought that I would share with you that
this series in its Japanese form is actually only two volumes so were it released that
way here you would already know what happens! I have fallen in love with Shiuko
Kano's work and can't wait to pick up this volume. I hope that it clears up the muddy
story line that I was confused with in the first volume. I also can't wait for the release of
the second volume of Kiss All the Boys. It is too awesome as well!
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Christmas with Gary
Written by Vic Winter 
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-229-6
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-229-4

Review by Linda Yau

Gary is stuck spending his Christmas holidays with his
grandmother. Thinking that this would be a boring holiday, he
was pleasantly surprised when the errands turned out to be
amusing. Errant running also had him meeting Troy the hunky
neighborhood gym trainer who is interested in him - an exercise

deficient teacher.

This is a one shot holiday story in about 26 pages. Like many of the other e-books I
have read and reviewed, Christmas with Gary is one of the shorter ones with a
clear beginning, middle and end written. There are no clear or dramatic conflicts and
what you read is what you would expect. The blurb that introduces the story gave away
a cheesy snap crackle and pop story.

The written dialogue is sweetly written. There were several scenes of witty dialogue
between Gary and his grandmother as Gary seeks the advice of his grandmother,
while she is on her trips with her friends.

http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=747
http://liheliso.org/
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There is toward the ending of the story, where there are sex scenes in the story. A
slight complaint, that there weren’t any distinguishing characteristics for passage of
time at the last scene of the story.

This story is recommended for people who like to read stories where there is just
sweetness and no distinguishable conflicts with the character’s relationship.

Available directly from Torquere Press. Read here for an excerpt. 
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Future of Manga panel survey with Audry Taylor of Go! Media

Editor Ginger Mayerson briefly met Audry Taylor of Go! Media in
Los Angeles at the Book Expo Future of Manga panel on May 31,
2008. Some of our editors put their heads together for these
questions on the Future of Manga that weren't addressed at the
panel due to time constraints and Mayerson just not being very

fast on her feet (which, we are told, were aching by that time). We sincerely thank Ms.
Taylor for her time and effort on this survey.

J LHLS: As we understand it, right now manga buyers are primarily teenage girls. As
this demographic ages, what age groups and interests are you going to be aiming at?

Ms. Taylor: Our efforts will become two-pronged. We'll want to continue appealing to
the teen demographic, because it's always fresh and exciting. We'll also want to follow
our existing audience into maturity. Our fans are growing up, but not growing out of the
passion they have for manga. We'd like to make sure that passion continues to be
satisfied.

J LHLS: Are you trying to define American manga interests by what's popular in
America and what might be like it in Japan? Or what's selling in Japan and how that
might fit into the American market? And, without giving away any company secrets,
how are you collecting and analyzing this data?

http://www.gocomi.com/
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.gocomi.com/
http://www.gocomi.com/
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Ms. Taylor: Our best data is the tons of email and fan letters we receive from manga
fans. They tell you exactly what to license by expressing their love for it. They are the
best resource in the world!

J LHLS: What role do you think erotic manga are going to play in your future sales?

Ms. Taylor: Mature ladies have mature tastes. We're definitely exploring our options
in this category, though I will say our titles tend to veer toward stuff we feel is tasteful
and discreet. We also feel the best kind of eroticism for our more mature fans is the
kind that has depth and substance, as well, which is why we leapt at the chance to
publish Wendy Pini's reinvention of Poe's "Masque of the Red Death". What you see in
"Masque" is a good example of what we're looking for in erotic titles.

J LHLS: Do you foresee manga commissioned in Japan and in Japanese as a
possible wave of the future for manga in English? Is go! media pursing this on any level
or how this might come about?

Ms. Taylor: If you mean Americans going into Japan to publish original titles there
and push them on the Japanese audience, I don't see the point. The Japanese have a
fabulous system in place already and know how to make great manga. They don't
need us! However, hybrid series that are made internationally, with individuals from
Japan and America and Europe working together on one project, are a huge part of the
industry's future. Such titles won't cater specifically to Japan or America, but to the
world at large.

J LHLS: What role do you think American talent is going to play in the future manga
market for adults?

Ms. Taylor: A huge role. There are many raw talents out there already, ready to
grow the category into more than just manga. Artists influenced by manga, but who
have their own style, are creating what we like to call "Manga Ai" -- because they love
manga, but in the end they need to draw in their way and tell their stories. The two
original books we've done already could both be called "Manga Ai" and both appeal to
the adult manga market here in the U.S. ("Masque" by Wendy Pini and "Japan Ai" by
Aimee Major Steinberger.)

J LHLS: What role do you think manga talent outside of Japan and America is going
to play?

Ms. Taylor: An equally important role. The talent in Europe is actually ahead of
America in putting out "Manga Ai". They've been reading manga for many more years.
They already have a diverse array of reading material for both young and mature
audiences. I'm jealous!

J LHLS: What role do you think scanlations and scanlation communities are going to
play in determining where the market is going? Just wondering; please don't shoot.

Ms. Taylor: Scanlations started out of love. They were wonderful for the market. I
say "were" because now there are websites mining the hard work of fans, corrupting
the purpose of their work. They're using it to make a profit rather than to share
something meaningful with others. This is part of the landscape that publishers deal
with now, and the pervasiveness of scanlations actually hurts the sales of smaller titles
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which are struggling to get along. For the most part, however, fans continue to show
great loyalty for the series they love, and will buy a version of it (whether Japanese,
English, or another language) to show the manga-ka their support even if they've
already read a scanlation. That's totally awesome.

The most important thing about scanlations is that they tell us what our audience
wants. They want to be able to see the manga as soon as it comes out in Japan, so
they share it online because they can't get the magazines. They want to be able to look
at pages online because then they can talk about it online with their friends. And it's a
way to preview a title without a big financial investment so that they can decide what's
worth buying in book format. These are the reasons why we're starting to offer content
online whenever we can, often before a book comes out. We have previews of all our
licensed manga online, and have been fearless in offering up content from our own,
original books. It's invaluable to fans to be able to look at that content, which helps
them to determine what title is just right for them.

J LHLS: With the growth of the internet and technology such as the iphone, Kindle
and other e-readers, do you feel that online and e-comics are going to play an
important role in the future?

Ms. Taylor: You bet. I love the "E-Ink" technology going into e-readers because it
does such great things for black & white. It'll be trickier to bring vibrant colors to the
Kindle and similar technology, but for PDF e-books and other formats, it's already
something we're doing. We'll be putting out e-book versions of "Masque" and "Japan
Ai" in the near future. You can look for a grayscale Kindle version of "Japan Ai" on
Amazon, as well. We're also in discussion with licensors about cell phone and e-book
formats for Japanese manga.

J LHLS: There seems to be a pretty big shakedown in the anime industry with many
companies closing up shop, consolidating or drastically reducing their operations. Do
you see the current anime market as a good representation of the manga future and
should we expect a shake up in the industry in a few years?

Ms. Taylor: We don't know what to expect in a few years, as manga (and publishing
in general) is a constantly fluxuating market. As long as there is an audience for books,
there will be an audience for manga. That's pretty much all we can predict. But that's
all right, because our company is designed to be flexible and change with the times.
Our primary goal is to serve our core audience -- teenage girls and women -- by
providing them with entertainment that suits their tastes, no matter what technology or
format it ends up being in. If the future puts manga exclusively on the internet or in an
interactive format or still on bookshelves everywhere, we're planning to be a part of
that.

J LHLS: With manga being such big business in the US and with Japanese
partnerships that formed American companies such as VIZ and Del Rey, do you
foresee many Japanese companies coming over in the future and establishing US
offices?

Ms. Taylor: That is a question you'll have to ask the Japanese companies! It isn't
really up to us to speak for them.

J LHLS: Comics have long been considered something for "kids" but the majority of
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the manga currently available is not "kid" friendly. What do you plan on doing in the
future to change manga's reputation?

Ms. Taylor: And yet the kids love it! A huge chunk of our audience, for example, is
twelve years old. There are certain series of ours -- Her Majesty's Dog, Ultimate Venus
-- that they are absolutely crazy about.

There's always been a gulf between what kids find friendly and what adults think kids
should find friendly. We all read books in secret when we were young, because they
were exactly what we needed, but our parents didn't realize we were ready for them
yet. There is definitely more kid-friendly content already out there than we adults
realize.

Having said that, I will say that there are huge gaps in the manga industry where "kid-
friendly" content is concerned. There are subjects and genres that manga generally
doesn't cover that a young audience would devour in the U.S. Part of our job is to find
ways to fill those gaps -- which we are working on right now. On top of that, every kid,
teen, and adult has a different comfort level when it comes to violence, sex, maturity of
subject, and laguage in graphic novel. They can all be catered to, so long as the
publisher understands what those comfort levels are.

J LHLS: One perpetually baffling thing is how manga is shelved on bookstore shelves
- alphabetically by title. Do you think in the future we will see the manga section of
major bookstores dissolve and manga shelved by its appropriate genre? Romance
manga next to Nora Roberts, yaoi next to gay and lesbian literature, thrillers next to
Dean Koontz. And do you think this could be a good or bad thing?

Ms. Taylor: I don't see graphic novels being combined with text novels, though there
will always be exceptions. GNs will probably always be in their own category, but I
don't see a problem with that. What I'd love to see is books organized as they are
organized in Japan (which has worked really well for them). Instead of trying to
separate manga into genres (which is nigh impossible for many series), why not
separate them into imprints designed to cater to a specific audience? A particular
sector of a publisher's audience may love both romantic horror and romantic fantasy. If
there is an imprint that caters to both those tastes, then the audience can look for that
imprint on the shelves, rather than having to look through every title in a genre or in
alphabetical order.

Our audience has already indicated to us that this idea appeals to them. When Go!
Media first started publishing manga under the imprint Go! Comi, the first four titles we
launched were similar in theme and age level. Because of this, our fans came to
associate the Go! Comi imprint with a specific kind of story, and now we have fans that
will read anything we put out under that imprint, because they passionately believe it
will appeal to them. They WANT Go! Comi to be an imprint just for them. The idea of
spinning off additional imprints designed just for other segments of our audience (which
has gotten broader since our launch) is very appealing.

J LHLS: Thank you.

Ms. Taylor: No problem!

J LHLS also sent this survey to the other members of the Future of Manga Panel:
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Editors Lillian Diaz-Przybyl of TOKYOPOP, Leyla Aker of VIZ MEDIA, Rich Johnson of
Yen Press, and Ali T. Kokmen of Del Rey. We look forward to hearing from them as
well.
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Vampire Hunter D Volume 5: The Stuff of Dreams
Story by Hideyuki Kikuchi
Art by Yoshitaka Amano
Published by Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN-10: 1595820949
ISBN-13: 9781595820945

Review by Jilly Gee

Vampires, or Nobility, as they are more commonly called in
Hideyuki Kikuchi's world, occupy the same world as humans, yet
they do not coexist peacefully. The Nobility often prey on

humans, and the humans in turn hunt down the Nobility and kill them. One such hunter
is startlingly only half human, the other half of Nobility descent. Choosing only to call
himself D, he wanders the Frontier, not necessarily helping others, but doing his job as
a vampire hunter.

It is strange in many ways then, when he is called in a dream by a young girl to what
seems to be a small, prosperous town. Not only is the town peaceful and rich in
resources in this harsh land of the Frontier, the Nobility lived in peace with the humans
in that little town in the not too distant past. No one knows why they just up and left, but
one returned thirty years ago, biting the young girl seen in D's dream. Because of that
wound, Sybille sleeps on, never waking, never dying, and never aging in the town's
hospital, thanks to the immortality caused by that Nobility's bite. As a vampire hunter, D

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1-9781595820945-1
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does not see the purpose in being there, as the vampire that marked Sybille is long
gone. Leaving the town, however, proves to be an impossibility.

His first attempt results in a farmer trying to run the half human through with a spear
and a subsequent attempt has D coming in again by the same road he left, despite
having never turned his horse. Investigation into the town and Sybille's past cause a
mysterious uprising of farm animals against him, a poisoning by an elderly woman, and
numerous other incidents that could have been fatal.

While it's always exciting to read the copious amount of action and fight scenes D gets
into, the mystery of the town is what kept me up at night, unable to put it down. After
all, there is definitely a secret that a town like that is hiding. Unlike a carrot on a stick,
the reader always gets closer to the answer. Generous hints are given, making the big
reveal that much more satisfactory, having actually lead up to it instead of just pulling
the conclusion from out of nowhere.

Having read only the first novel before this fifth volume, I would like to reassure people
that are jumping in from the middle that this series need not be read in full or
consecutively in order to be enjoyed. While there is the ongoing--and possibly
excruciatingly slow--unraveling of D's origin, the novels seem to be episodic. The Stuff
of Dreams is a full story all on its own, with its own full set of supporting characters and
an absolute ending for those characters. Any hints to D's past are so subtle that they
are not seen as hints to new readers, eliminating the kind of confusion that would be
felt when tuning into a drama in the middle of a six part story arc where understanding
every plot twist relies heavily on having seen the previous episodes.
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A Good Thing
Written by Julia Talbot
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-234-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-234-8

Review by Linda Yau

After a disastrous Christmas three years ago for Dan, where his
house is partially burn down and his lover leaves him. He has
grown to hate the holiday season. Now that the holiday season is
coming around again, it is up to Chris to prove to Dan that there
are still things to celebrate about. Just as soon as Dan lets him

into his life, house and bed then good tidings would come.

What a strange timing to read a Christmas story, in 90+ degree weather no doubt. The
story is written partially in narrative format. A Good Thing is a short one night stand
deal where the lovers become a couple at the end of the story. Still this story was
amusing in a pretty fluffy one-shot way. Some laughs for some scenes, however I canâ
€™t think of any other recommendations for this story. It is good to read this type of
story, during the time that is closer to the holiday. Perhaps after Thanksgiving, but any
other time would feel strange. Expect it to be like one of those instant Christmas cds,
released annually. This story is a crowd pleaser meant for one time reading. Quite like
a cookie cutter molded piece. Now the question is, would you enjoy a holiday fluff
piece? If so this story is for you.

http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=751
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Cheers for a happy future holiday.

Also available directly from Torquere Press. Click here to read an excerpt.
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Witness
Written by Mike Shade
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN -10: 1-60370-347-0
ISBN- 13: 978-1-60370-347-5

Review by Linda Yau

As a successful reclusive horror writer, Gary Short is a man with
many past and personal demons. Now the story begins with him
being the only witness to a horrific crime. The perpetrator as
Gary identifies is a stalker known as the penny man. Zeke
Henderson is the police detective who is assigned to cover this

case. He questions Gary and remembers that he was the first respondent with a case
involving Gary years earlier. Now he faces an attraction to the writer and over the story
proves to be the man that would ignite Gary's passion.

Written in about 163 pages, this story was a long satisfying read for any reader and fan
of suspense, mystery, CSI, and the attraction of two men. There were elements of an
angst filled past, the survival of a man, and the attentions from another man.

Several unclear plot points though bring about these three questions. Would the events
of this story plausible? Would a real drug addict be cured by physical distractions? Is it
possible for an addiction or affliction to last for years without any intervention? Still
these are personal questions, reading the story with the sex was pretty neat, like riding

http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=1224
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a small roller coaster with some bumps until the very end.

Cannot say that there is hope for a follow up story; but in reading this story, understand
that there is worth in reading a lengthy story with character and plot developments.

Also available directly from Torquere Press. Click here to read an excerpt.
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The President's Time
Story and Art: Tamaki Kirishima
Published by 801 Media, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-934129-71-4
ISBN-13: 978-1-934129-19-7

Review by Kris

801 Media has made another brilliant choice with The
President's Time. Mutsuki Nagasawa is a truly talented CEO.
He is good at his job, thoughtful to his employees, and an all
around nice guy. There is one problem. Mutsuki has yet to fulfil

his father's final wish for him. He is supposed to become an evil president. So evil in
fact he needs to be able to summon Beelzebub himself. What is Mutsuki to do?

After work one day it is decided that Mutsuki is going to perform "Ding Dong Dash", the
ultimate of evil (at least for Mutsuki). While standing at the buzzer he discovers he
can't be evil and he runs away leaving his chauffer and secretary in the dust. Mutsuki
has no sense of direction and ends up lost. He is rescued by the mystery man Makoto
Torii. Soon Mutsuki finds himself falling for this strong, sincere man. Torii also gives
Mutsuki some words of encouragement to help him commit his first evil deed, crossing
against the light (gasp!).

As the 10 year anniversary of Mutsuki taking over the family company approaches he
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is reminded that if he can't become an evil president he has to forfeit his inheritance to
his uncle, who truly is evil, regardless of how successful Mutsuki has been running
things. Will Torii be able to support Mutsuki in his quest to become evil? Check out
The President's Time to see what happens.

The President's Time by Tamaki Kirishima-sensei will keep you laughing from the
time that you crack open the front cover to the time you reach the last page. You'll
even laugh just thinking about it. Or at least I did. Salarymen stories aren't new to the
genre but I haven't read anything this funny for a while. You have a fantastic cast of
characters from Mutsuki the kind-hearted president, Torii the straight arrow
employee/lover, Mochizuki the dedicated chauffer who is unsure of his feelings for
Mutsuki, Shizuka the sadistic brother to Mutsuki, etc. Each character is endearing and
interesting in their own way. They also ooze major hotness and honestly I wish I could
do my laundry on several of these characters abs! 801 Media always publishes to the
highest quality and The President's Time doesn't disappoint. The book is covered
in a full color dust jacket and a full color cover page. There is also a hidden manga on
the cover hidden under the dust jacket and a bonus four panel comic on the back flap,
it makes more sense once you've read through the whole manga. I was worried that
there wasn't an 801-chan comic but it was in a different spot. I always highly praise 801
Media releases in both quality of publication but their impeccable taste in choosing the
manga that they license. The President's Time is one of these fantastic releases
and I can't recommend it highly enough, but make sure you can handle yaoi because
that's what you get and lots of it!

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 06/09/2008: "Yaoi Review: The President's Time"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000887.htm[4/27/2019 2:54:21 PM]

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 06/09/2008: "Yaoi Review: Candy"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000886.htm[4/27/2019 2:54:24 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "e-Book Review: Some Kind of River"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Yaoi
Review: The President's Time"]

06/09/2008 Archived Entry: "Yaoi Review: Candy"

Candy
Story and Art: Satomi Sugita
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-563-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-563-6

Review by Kris

When he was younger Tooru didn't seem to fit in with the rest of
his family. Then he met his cousin, Takara. They immediately got
along and Takara took it upon himself to protect the smaller
Tooru. Now that they are all older, Tooru works in the family

confectionary store with his older brother Hajime. He also has a cute younger brother,
Futaba. The three live happily in the family home while their parents are overseas.
One afternoon guess who shows up on their doorstep, the one and only Takara.
Instead of the sweet and caring cousin that Tooru remembers, this Takara is cold and
aloof.

All three of the brothers are a little...OK, a lot surprised to see a cousin who was
coming to live with them without any of them but Takara knowing what was going on.
Hajime calls their parents only to find out that they forgot to tell the three boys that
Takara was coming to live with them. With Takara's cold and uncaring attitude Tooru is
at a loss. He really loved and appreciated Takara and has a hard time accepting this
new Takara.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569705636
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http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569705636
http://junemanga.com/


Archived Entry - 06/09/2008: "Yaoi Review: Candy"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000886.htm[4/27/2019 2:54:24 PM]

When Tooru and Hajime witness Takara being sweet with Futaba, Tooru can't help but
feel a twinge of jealousy and sadness because Takara was treating Futaba with the
same care and concern that was shown towards Tooru when they were younger. At
Parents Day at Futaba's school Takara shows everyone a different side to himself and
starts the rumor mill in town. Will Tooru and Takara's relationship warm once again?
Read Candy to see what happens.

I have been looking forward to this release by Juné since I read the synopsis on their
website. This book isn't scheduled for release until August, it is truly sad for the rest of
you. Oh, that sounded rude, I apologize. I loved this manga. The story was pretty solid.
The art was great. You could tell the characters apart easily. The presentation was
fantastic as always. Juné never disappoints with it's larger trim size and dust jacket.
There is also a bonus manga starring Satomi Sugita-sensei under the jacket. I hope
that more from Sugita-sensei will be released here in the states. OK, so to clarify my
rude sounding comment, I loved this manga and because I get advanced copies I have
been so lucky to get this manga several months before it is released to the rest of the
public. Because I enjoyed it so much I wish that everyone could get a copy of Candy.
Please be patient because it is worth the wait.
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Some Kind of River
Written by Andi Marquette
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-10: 1-60370-270-9
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-270-6

Review by Linda Yau

Dez is a graduate student who works summers as a rafting tour
guide. For the last few summers, she had worked at a place
where she was best friends with a fellow river kayaker: Mel
Hammond. Dez has a secret crush on Mel, never imagined that
she would feel the same until a company Truth or Dare game

proved otherwise. The blurb of this story seemed appealing, but when read, it proved to
be a disappointment.

Written within 49 pages of a narrative perspective, this story wasn’t as compelling as
other contemporary lesbian themed stories. The wording of the story made it feel like a
long winded story on a slow paced day. Some Kind of River was definitely a weak
story.

There were several glaring reasons in this story. One was the many internal angst and
self-doubting that Dez had throughout the story. The author mentioned how she
wouldn’t really know how to read other people, but to be constantly reminded of how
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she couldn’t read the signs of Mel and worry about ruining the friendship – points out
an insecure individual. Then there is the sloth footing of Mel and it wasn’t clearly
explain at all as to why she suddenly had that new appearance, and why she would act
a certain way.

There were the fragmented events in the story. Parts that can only be surmised as to
what could have occurred; an example of this is a past event of a deceased friend of
Dez and Mel. Another example was the lack of character explanation; some characters
were introduced and not mentioned again or vice versa, such as the case of the
families being mentioned in one part and never mentioned elsewhere in the story.

Other than some brief wording, the passage of time also felt pretty choppy with no
clear indication as to time passage. At a general scale, the entire story of Some Kind
of River was written as though the author expected the readers to relate or
understand parts of the story without fully explaining things. Anyone else can probably
have a different opinion for this story, but for those who expect more from a book, then
don’t set yourself up for disappointment.

There is an excerpt of the story located here for perusal. 
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Yakuza in Love (volume 1)
Story and art: Shiuko Kano 
Publisher: Deux Press 
ISBN-10: 1934496073
ISBN-13: 978-1934496077

Review by Cat

God damn. Although I enjoyed and loved many of Shiuko Kano's
manga, I usually write her works off as a notch above PWP (Plot?
What plot?) because her characters' larger-than-life personalities
(and, sometimes, sexual antics) tend to overshadow everything,
including the plot itself.

When I cracked Yakuza in Love open, I expected the same: a large cast of strong
personalities and a chaotic plot along with its seemingly random sub-plots. While it
does live up to my expectations, it's a little different this time round: it actually has a
plot. Even its sub-plots have a purpose here. Well, colour me shocked.

Yakuza in Love is a three-volume series that revolves Aoi Ichimura, who's a - in
spite of his distinctive face scar in shape of a cross - handsome, orphaned 22-year-old
that lives off pretty much nothing but luck, coincidences, and a couple of lies. He's also
good-hearted, naive, kinda dumb, and a coward.
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After his gambling-loving grandfather passed away, Aoi Ichimura understands he'll
never lead an ordinary life and that he'll spend his life on the wrong side of the law as a
petty gang member. Even his gramps said it: "With a face like that, ya got a snowball's
chance in Hell of findin' a decent job."

With his late grandfather's letter of recommendation as an aid, he joins a small-time
gang connected to a legendary city gang, the Flower clan. But instead of living up to
everyone's expectations that he'd spend the rest of his life as a small-time gangster,
he's appointed as an apprentice with a bright future.

How did he get to be in that position? Well, as Ichimura explains:

While at some gang-related event, he unexpectedly shoves a man out of way and at
that moment, a bullet snaps through the man's hat, narrowly missed the chance of
turning it into a successful assassination. But, to Ichimura's dawning horror, the man
whom he's just saved is Toru Hanabishi, the fourth generation gangster boss of the
Hana-gumi (Flower clan).

That's how he gets to where he is now. While Ichimura is happy enough to accept
Hanabishi's offer, he's secretly scared that people will realise the truth: he's shoved the
don out of the way to save a baby bird that was in danger of being squashed to death.
Not only that, that he's never been in a fight nor has he ever been that courageous. His
face scar has people believing that he's more than what he really is.

It gets crazier when Ichimura's told to pick up the Flower clan's underboss, Yuji Saikya,
who's due to be released from prison that day. He's also told that from now on, he'll be
Saikya's personal bodyguard in addition to being his apprentice. Ichimura's scared
witless because he's heard about the legendary Saikya. He was sent to prison for five
years after he went on a killing rampage against a rival gang. Still, he goes to pick him
up.

To his surprise, Saikya is nothing at all how he's imagined. He's a very handsome 38-
year-old widower who seems to have gentle eyes. Without realising, Ichimura has
fallen in love.

After a couple of assassination attempts, secret conspiracies, a few walks through
dodgy paths of gang politics, and unexpected turns of events throughout the story,
Ichimura finally gets that he has growing feelings for Saikya.

Where will he go from here? Especially after it's now clear to Ichimura that Saikya's life
is in danger? Does Saikya nurse similar feelings, too? Ichimura's eyes are getting all
swirly-eyed, but which can save the day: courage, love, or both?

All this sounds so serious, but Yakuza in Love is actually a comedic drama that
frequently resembles a nutty roller ride. It also has many gentle and sweet moments,
mostly provided by our clueless but highly likeable hero, Ichimura, who - not only he
has to deal with his own feelings - has to deal with many things.

Such as receiving luxurious gifts from a mysterious admirer, dealing with Chihiro
Karasuma's apprentice who's disconcertingly perspicacious and yet clearly a mad dog,
and struggling with a realisation that the don of the Flower clan has an interest in him.

Yazuka in Love doesn't revolve entirely around Ichimura and Saikya as it also
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features a couple of sub-plots that feature the near-sociopathic apprentice, Junki
Ozawa; the loyal and cool-headed right-hand man, Chihiro Karasuma; the ambitious
gang executive Ishiguro, and of course, the don of the Flower clan Toru Hanabishi. I
won't name one character as it's a real spoiler, but the person is a ghost from
Ichimura's past who might have a significant role later. Oh, let's not forget Ishiguro's
mysterious and handsome apprentice, Azuma, whose role might become significant in
life-altering events that clearly will come soon.

I have always been terrible at summarising a full volume, so sorry if it seems confusing.
While it is confusing, but only at the start. It soon becomes easier to keep track of all
these characters and the labyrinthine story. Just as when you get in the stride of
following the story, it ends on a cliffhanger.

That's right, a freakin' cliffhanger. >_< I mean, I finished this book at around 2.05AM
and there's no way of getting my mitts on volume 2. T_T According to Deux Press's
release schedule, volume 2 is available for sale now and volume 3 will be released this
September. Oh, that's not too bad. It's not like some manga series that have one
release per year. Thank you, Deux Press.

Yakuza in Love deserves its 18+/mature rating. The story contains a couple of
sexual scenes (none provided by the main couple, Ichimura and Saikya, though),
graphic swear words, some light portrayal of violence, and a brief glimpse into the dark
nature of the Yakuza business itself.

Art-wise, it's mostly old skool. It has a strong 1990s vibe. The kind you see in Yazuka
movies and manga (Ryoichi Ikegami and Sho Fumimura's Sanctuary, for instance).
Clothes are flashy, old-fashioned, but not so dated that it's off-putting. It still has
Kano's trademark - almost all characters here, regardless of their gender, are great
eye candy.

A random note: Chihiro Karasuma is a splitting image of Vash the Stampede from
Yasuhiro Nightow's famous manga and anime series, Trigun. Vash was extremely
popular at the time when this story was written, so it's sweet to see Kano's tribute to
Nightow through her character, Chihiro.

There are more similar tributes throughout the story, too. Tributes to real-life actors,
theatre companies, movies (there's a brief nod at cult movie director Takashi Miike!),
and a couple of classic manga. Wait. Does this make me sound like I'm a no-life geek?
Anyhow, these references have made me smile a few times while reading the story.
Readers who aren't familiar with this kind of pop culture won't miss out if they didn't get
it. These tributes aren't relevant to the story itself at all.

All in all, if you enjoy stories that resemble some kind of a soap opera with numerous
moments of humour, drama and slow-paced developments of a budding romance, you
will probably enjoy Yazuka in Love. I certainly did. It was hard to get into it at first,
but it drew me into deep enough to make me look forward to reading the rest of the
story.
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My One and Oni
Written by Misa Izanaki
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN -10 : 1-60370-327-7 
ISBN -13: 978-1-60370-327-7

Review by Linda Yau

When Alexi was ten years old he was always thinking that a
monster lived in his closet. This made him scared of sleeping.
Monsters aren't supposed to exist, but in this room and story
there is really a monster living in the house. Kai is a handsome
and sexy Japanese oni who guarded over Alexi's maternal family

for several generations.

Flash forward fifteen years later, Alexi has returned home from college, gay and busy
with academics. During the first night, while Alexi was sleeping, he thought that he was
having a wet dream when in reality; Kai had some action with him. The second night is
when Alexi sees him for the first time, naked and in the shower. Apparently Kai had
fallen in love with him and Kai does follow Alexi back to his college determine to stay
with him for life.

Confusion clarification, Kai keeps on referring to Alexi as "bo-yah." I thought back to
the expression of booyah as spoken in Final Fantasy X, but this is not the meaning,
so I deduce this word to be an endearment of boy pronounced in Japanese style.

http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=1203
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I can say that this was a comforting read of an erotica, pretty short only 68 pages. I am
getting use to the American gay erotica, where there are plenty of words used like,
"fuck," and "cock." The only thing I would complain about is how Americanize this story
reads. I mean Kai is a Japanese oni, but not that much mention on any Japanese
aspect, makes. Also for the most part Alexi whines somewhat, so this story reads out
like a cheesy romance erotica. Perhaps this story is one though. I wouldn't complain.

There was a sex scene at the library that reminded me a bit of a scene from Junjou
Egoist, which is a current anime release in Japan. Kai read pretty sexy in that scene,
which I enjoyed immensely.

In the latter part of the story, there was a character introduction of Rin, a kitsune and
friend of Kai. I wouldn't mind reading an additional story of him.

This story is available directly from Torquere Press. Click here to read an excerpt.
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God of Dogs
Story and Art: Satoru Ishihara
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-587-9
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-587-2

Review by Kris

I'm going to quote from the back:

"The notoriously vicious Chinese Mafia has lost its next rightful
heir... to sudden suicide! Now, the esteemed "God of Dogs" Tsai

family must race against the ticking clock and hunt down the child of the deceased
eldest son in order to preserve their ancient, sacred legacy. Meanwhile, the mysterious
Archer has been convicted of killing his father and is on his way to jail. What will fate
reveal for the powerful Tsai clan's criminal dynasty AND this strange young man?

In God of Dogs, a feared family demands the service of a special descendant... but can
the chosen one fight back? A rebel with a mind of his own is trapped in a bloodline
riddled with secrets, murder, and the constant threat of betrayal. Will he break the
centuries-old chains that bind him to this history of violence and stand on his own two
feet, or does he have no choice but to bow at the altar of his wicked forefathers?"

Archer Rogue has been convicted of murder by killing his father. On his way to the
pen, the paddywagon that the prisoners are riding in comes under attack. It crashes

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569705872
http://liheliso.org/
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and the prisoners escape. One of the prisoners gets picked up by a fancy car which
they pick up Archer as well. Archer leaves behind his knit cap as a clue for his friend,
police officer Kohki. Meanwhile back at the ranch, the "God of Dogs" has killed himself
and the search is on for the pureblood successor. Some guy named Zigger is involved
in all of this and someone promises to deliver Archer Rogue to him.

Some craziness ensues and Archer ends up in Miami as ransom, a riot somewhere
breaks out, and people are soaked in acid to destroy evidence. If I'm not making much
sense, that's because this story is a bit confusing.

This is the first Satoru Ishihara-sensei manga I've read. She also wrote Dost Thou
Know? also published by Digital Manga. I had no idea what this manga was going to
be about because I didn't see anything on the Juné or Digital Manga websites about it.
This manga probably would have been more enjoyable had it not been so confusing.
Characters are introduced and are dropped just as quickly. The story feels like you're
starting in the middle of a larger series, but there aren't any other books associated
with it. In the author's notes at the back, Ishihara-sensei makes the point that this is a
continuation of a story that started in another set of stories, but we only get this one
volume and are expected to know what was going on. All of the characters seem to
look the same, the only way you can tell characters apart is their hairstyles. This is
supposed to be a "Shonen-Ai" story, but there was no boys love to be found. The only
BL thing I could think of is there was something happening between Kohki (the cop)
and Archer (the criminal). But there wasn't enough there to make it really boys love
worthy. I did like the art on the cover though. It has a tough looking watercolor picture
of Archer (I assume) and a bunch of other dudes. It has Juné's signature dust jacket
and larger trim size and the design of the jacket is pretty sweet. Unless there are plans
to release the prior volumes of manga that would clear this story up, I wouldn't bother.
Sorry.
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Blue Sky
Story and art by Yuko Kuwabara
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569707197
ISBN-13: 9781569707197

Review by Jilly Gee

There are two princes at the all-boys dormitory, Seiran, for Seika
Academy: Ryoichiro Kihara, the Prince of Warm Spring Sunshine
and Kyosuke Yoshimi, the Beautiful Prince of Ice. Of course,
these nicknames can only convey one side of their personalities.

Contrary to his Prince of Warm Spring Sunshine moniker, Kihara, also Chief Resident
Advisor of the dorm, schemes to get Yoshimi as his roommate, to take advantage of a
prophecy that says the Chief R. A. always has a romantic relationship with his
roommate.

Thankfully, this doesn't drag on into one of those stories where the only obstacle in the
way of True Love is miscommunication; you know, the kind that makes you tear your
hair out because you know that they could have been happy five chapters ago if only
they had said that one thing. Kihara is straightforward and honest when it comes to
telling Yoshimi how he feels, instead of continuing the manipulation that got him his
roommate. However, this only confuses Yoshimi, who is the kind of person that doesn't
know how he feels until someone points it out for him. Once he realizes, though, he
decidedly takes action, ending this sugary sweet story. At about half the length of the
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graphic novel, this seems the perfect amount of pages dedicated to them.

The second half of Blue Sky deals with the rest of the boys in Kihara and Yoshimi's
dorm lives, starting with a hilarious story that begins from the point of view of Nikaido,
who is probably the only straight guy in the whole story. Are Kihara and Yoshimi a
couple? If they are a couple, have they done it? Overactive imaginations lead to him
and the others envisioning things they would really rather not and poking their noses
where they shouldn't.

While the title couple was all about sweet, innocent, boyish love, the next major couple
walk an intense and angsty road. Starting with hot and sweaty action right off the bat,
Hajime Hino, the school physician, analyzes his relationship with Shunichi Yoshimi.
Yes, Yoshimi; Shunichi is the older brother of the Beautiful Prince of Ice. Shunichi was
the former Chief R. A. and used the prophecy to his advantage, although in a rather
different way than Kihara. Overwhelmed by his former pupil's intensity, the easily
swayed Hino enters this relationship, but questions it as the months. He may have
fallen in love with Shunichi, but does Shunichi really love him? After all, he talks of
nothing but his little brother and how alike Hino is to that brother; is he just a
replacement?

To round out the two couples from far sides of the spectrum, there is the couple in
between. Kaga is still suffering from his unrequited love for Yoshimi, but his roommate,
Suzuki, is always there to comfort him. Of course, this being boys love, cute little
Suzuki has ulterior motives that the obtuse Kaga can't see. Unfortunately, Suzuki's
over-dramatic, outlandish fantasies never come true, causing him to take a more direct
approach after Kaga's friendly concern becomes too much to bear.

Blue Sky doesn't plumb the depths of their characters, but it digs just deep enough for
readers to understand and enjoy the characters' romantic motivations. What it lacks in
character background, it makes up for in its variety of couples: the lovey dovey couple,
the hot and steamy couple, and the almost-couple, not to mention the straight friend
looking in.
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Satyr-Day Night Fever
Written by Kiernan Kelly
Published by Torquere Press
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-187-7 
ISBN-10: 1-60370-187-7

Review by Linda Yau

Bill isn't your normal next door neighbor; rather he is an infamous
gay porn star who is quite well endowed and a satyr. Same
species as the teacher of Hercules in that Disney movie, but Bill
as descriptions mention is better looking, so wipe Philoctetes out
of your head. Mitch is his childhood best friend. After a past

incident, Bill never thought that Mitch would be interested in him, until recently a
moment occurred when Bill sees that Mitch is perhaps denying his interest in him. Can
they have a lover's relationship then?

Now I have read plenty of stories where there is a best friend one-sided love, but what
made this story interesting is the fresh approach of the satyr aspect of Bill. I have never
read much of paranormal/bestiality sex, so this was quite new. Still what I count as
bestiality is only half of what Bill is. After all a satyr are half ram/goat and half man. As
a character Bill wasn't what I expected. He is an only child from an eclectic satyr family.
I also never expected porn stars to be metrosexual as the story begins with him
tweezing his brow. 
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There were dialogues in the story chuckle a bit, but other parts were like "uhh.. okay"
moments. Hem hemï¿½ some character actions might be a little off.

Satyr-Day Night Fever. is still a story that I would recommend to be read. You
won't be disappointed and I wouldn't mind seeing more of this story, if that was ever a
possibility.

Also available directly from Torquere Press. Click here to read an excerpt.
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Golden Prince and Argent King
Story and Art: Kouko Agawa
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-720-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-720-3

Review by Kris

I didn't know much about Golden Prince and Argent King
except what I read on Juné's website. All I know is that it sounded
interesting and I wanted to check it out.

Golden Prince and Argent King is the tale of Yuuki Kujou. Yuuki's mother was
the mistress of a rich businessman. She had insisted on raising an upstanding son and
Yuuki didn't know anything about his father. Not long after his mother's passing he was
informed that he was the son of a rich businessman, but that he also had two older
brothers.

Yuuki's brothers were like night and day. The oldest, Gai Watase took over their
father's company and was known as being quite serious. Masumi Watase was closer
to Yuuki in age and had a sunny and pleasant disposition. Yuuki moved into the family
home and was transferred to the same high school as Masumi. Because Masumi has
such a pleasant dispositon everyone in the school loves him. Of course many of the
students weren't too pleased to see the relationship that Yuuki had with Masumi and
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soon Yuuki found it hard to make friends. He was showered with attention by his two
new brothers but he found himself falling in love with one of them, and I mean in the
way you aren't supposed to love your brother. Who has Yuuki fallen for? What will
become of him at school? All of the questions will be answered in Golden Prince and
Argent King.

This was an enjoyable manga by Kouko Agawa-sensei. It was a little predictable in
story and I pretty much had it figured out by the time I finished it. I must say, though,
that even though I had it solved it was still moving and I had to stop myself from almost
crying several times. Why I felt like crying along with the story, I'm not quite sure. But I
did like it. The art is pleasing to the eye. The lines are clean and you are able to tell the
characters apart. The story did have a couple spots where I could have used more
information and that would have made the story that much more interesting. A
character was introduced but was dropped almost as quickly. I hate it when that
happens! Do I recommend this title to others? You betcha, check it out!
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Immoral Darkness
Story by Miya Matsuda 
Illustrations by Yukariko Jissohji 
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569707138
ISBN-13: 9781569707135

Review by Jilly Gee

Shiina is beautiful, cool, and makes quite a bit of money for
someone his age. Unfortunately, his good looks have made him
somewhat conceited, the coolness is a shell he hides in to keep
people out of his heart, and the money comes from the older
woman he sleeps with to make up for the lack of affection from

his mother. His math teacher, Sasagawa, however, sees right through this cool attitude
to his loneliness and offers Shiina the love and affection he so desperately craves in
return for his trust. Shiina is not forthcoming with this trust, considering that said
teacher beat up a high school student, stole Shiina's money, and then raped him in a
public bathroom.

Actually, the stealing and the raping are not confined to just that one time, although the
conclusion of the money-swiping was rather sweet, and this being a boys love story,
Shiina secretly enjoys the rape. If you didn't like the non-consensual stories in the past,
you aren't suddenly going to start liking them in this novel, though. In fact, it is even
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more disturbing in this novel than the ones I've read, as it is not just a friend being
overcome with lust and tenderly needing to have his way with his beloved before he
bursts. Instead of a friend, we have a teacher stalking his student and practically
gagging him in a train station bathroom so he could force himself upon said student.

Not that it's all about rape. The story is rather sweet once you get around these
moments of disturbing demonstrations from Sasagawa. The math teacher is actually
quite cute when he is being childish, threatening not to hug Shiina if he is laughing at
him and throwing a hissy fit when Shiina bestows too much attention upon his
homeroom teacher, Nakahara. Sasagawa was even instrumental in helping Shiina to
reconnect with his family, proving he's not totally deranged. When Shiina decides to
accept Sasagawa, instead of ripping off their clothes and having a hot passionate
night, he lies there on Sasagawa's chest, being comforted just like that.

Just as interesting as how Sasagawa and Shiina would work things out was how Shiina
and his family would work things out. Why have they cut him off from their happy family
life? After all, this loneliness is the whole reason Sasagawa is able to get to him. As the
romance storyline moves along with Sasagawa slowly changing Shiina, so is the family
drama moving along, perfect plot partners.
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Switching Sides 
Written by Beth Wylde 
Published by Torquere Press

ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-344-4 
ISBN-10: 1-60370-344-6

Review by Linda Yau

Elizabeth enjoys sex with men, and is determined to sleep with
her date. The only problem that occurred was when he hightails it
out of the bar-restaurant after Elizabeth made her intentions
clear. Confused, Elizabeth sits at the bar, barely able to afford for

the drinks when Kara approaches her. She is a neighbor of Elizabeth's. What follows is
a night of intense fiery passion that made Elizabeth realizes that she may not like men
as much as she use to.

This is clearly smut erotica in about 27 pages. Elizabeth toward the beginning of the
night is the submissive in this story, dominated by Kara, the clearly experienced one.
However, as the night lengthens, Elizabeth shows Kara a thing or two.

I wouldn't mind seeing more of this story, such as what would be the reactions of the
people who knew Elizabeth before she slept with Kara and then afterwards. Still this is
a pretty steamy story.
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Also available directly from Torquere Press. Click here to read an excerpt.
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Sweet Admiration
By Yuuki Kousaka
Illustrations by Midori Shena
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Sweet Admiration by Yuuki Kousaka is a nice novel about
businessmen falling in love, kind of similar to The Man Who
Doesn't Take Off His Clothes. Except in this one, Katsuya and
Shio already know each other from the past.

Katsuya and Kazuki were childhood friends who spent one crazy
summer together, but became so close that they always kept in touch. Kazuki has a
brother named Shio who is so beautiful that Katsuya's been in love all these years.
When he hears that the company Shio works at in Tokyo is hiring, Katsuya jumps at
the opportunity to get to know Shio better. But when they end up rooming together
Katsuya finds out Shio has changed.

Shio's not the gentle brother who picks up Kazuki and Katsuya every day after playing
outside. He's hostile about the living situation and doesn't seem to want Katsuya
around. But no worries! Katsuya wins him over with his superb culinary skills and
engaging dinner talk.

This novel was pretty short, pretty sweet. Shio is an icicle (we find out why), so
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Katsuya doesn't give up and works at it to make sure there's a friendly environment in
their home. Eventually, Shio starts warming up to Katsuya and they find many things to
talk about. Tension comes in the form of Shio's half-brother Takamasa.

That part of the storyline was a little predictable. I've always thought that the endings of
romance books were generally predictable, but I'd like the events in the middle to be
mixed up a bit. As soon as Takamasa started clinging to Shio, I knew right away how
the rest of the book would go. I still enjoyed reading it though because it was
everything a short story should be. It moved right along, with no side plots or anything
else.

I loved Midori Shena's art style and I hope I see some works from her in the future. Her
style was just right for the story.

Sweet Admiration is perfect for a short read and one to keep on the shelf for Sheena's
beautiful artwork.
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A Promise of Romance
By Kyoko Akitsu
Illustrations by Tooko Miyagi
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

I'll admit happily that my preconceptions for this novel were
proven wrong. Because this novel included cross-dressing, I
expected the main character to be weepy or girly, but he was
neither of those two. The characters and the plot were engaging
and this was a great afternoon read!

Satsuki is rejected by his choice of acting school in Japan so he
decides to study abroad in England. He doesn't want to trouble anyone so he works to
pay for his own tuition and living expenses.

Count Edward is very rich but he's being pressured to marry in order to keep his
position. But he doesn't want to marry just anyone. To avoid having to make a decision
right away, he cooks up a plan to "hire" a temporary bride. But where's he going to find
a woman who's willing to stand in as his wife and give up that position after the job is
done?

After a mix-up with a ring, Edward ends up asking Satsuki to use his extremely good
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looks and his acting skills to pose as Edward's wife. Satsuki sees this as an opportunity
to make more money, so after a brief hesitation, he agrees to Edward's proposal.

I'll start off by saying the translation for this book (done by Translations by Design) was
wonderful. I could hardly tell that I was reading translated text. There were still a few
typos but no glaring errors so they didn't detract from my enjoyment.

Satsuki is a great protagonist. It's easy to empathize with him. He's been rejected by
his dream school in Japan, and every day he regrets fighting with his best friend more
and more. But he doesn't let that stop him and goes out to find new opportunities for
himself rather than waiting for them to drop in his lap.

Edward's a fun character too. He may look uncaring or irresponsible becuase he
throws money left and right, but he's actually pretty intelligent. He cares for Satsuki
and grows a mean jealous streak every time he thinks Satsuki might be falling for
someone else.

A Promise of Romance is very sweet and fits perfectly into the romance genre because
it actually is a romance. Satsuki and Edward don't fall in love at first sight. They grow
used to each other and develop affections for each other which grow into love. This
novel's also complete with a scheming cousins bent on winning Edward for herself,
drink spilling action, and a sarcastic butler.

The set-up for the book is very clever. Each section is named after a Shakespeare play
that fits the tone of the chapter. I thought that was fun.

Spoiler for this next paragraph.

With this novel, it was very entertaining and almost everything worked for me. The thing
that didn't, and I can't believe I'm saying this, is the sex. Up until the point they have
sex (the first time's actually rape), Satsuki and Edward don't even think about doing it.
They think about how they love the other person, they think about how soft the other
person's lips are. It's all very innocent and sweet. A middle schooler or high schooler
could have read it. Then Akitsu busts out the sexy action and I just thought, wow, that
doesn't fit the story at all. I think A Promise of Romance would've been just fine without
the sex, but then again, a lot of readers love explicit scenes so it's just my opinion.

End spoiler.

Overall, A Promise of Romance is great and well put together. I think the Shakespeare
titles worked nicely and Tooko Miyagi's art complemented the sweet tone of the book
very well. Perfect for a light read!
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Little Darling
By Matsuri Kouzuki
Illustrations by Naduki Koujima
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Little Darling tries to achieve a lot and is very ambitious with its
plot and character relationships. I feel that the novel could have
been a success in the hands of a more competent author. A lot of
the issues I find with this novel are completely subjective, so I
hope this review doesn't come off as a discouragement for buying
this book.

There are three realms: the realm of humans, Celestia (the realm of angels), and
Hades (the realm of demons). Celestia and Hades work together to make sure that the
human realm is balanced in terms of good and evil.

Kaie is a demon, but he's been working in the human world ever since his father kicked
him out for having an attitude and refusing to be a woman. Kaie is very special in that
when he turns 300 (which is just twenty years away), he can choose whether to live as
a man or a woman for the rest of his life. Until then, he's a hermaphrodite. His father
feels that Kaie is too cute and he'd be much better off becoming a woman, and his two
friends agree. Kaie doesn't listen to anyone though. He seems to think there's
something wrong with choosing to be female (his mother chose to be female!). He's set
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on becoming male and to seek approval and acknowledgment from his father, he
works hard to earn higher positions in the human world.

The perfect opportunity comes when the Celestial King's son turns up missing. Kaie
and his friends are dispatched to find the boy as soon as possible. When they do find
him, they find out that the gates to heaven are closed so the boy, Daina, insists on
staying at Kaie's house temporarily. While there, we find out that Kaie's not the only
one with an unusual body. Daina's true form is not a little boy, but a full-grown man. He
only returns to his true form at night/when he immerses himself in hot water.

Daina, after proving to Kaie that he really does have the equipment to satisfy Kaie, tells
Kaie that he likes him and that he will make Kaie his celestial bride. Obviously Kaie
has a problem with that, but he finds it harder and harder to resist Daina's hot bod.

I'm not going to comment too much on the art because it seems a lot of people like
Naduki Koujima's style, and Juné definitely licensed one of her multi-volumed works.
The way she draws faces is just not to my taste because the faces look too rounded
and there's not much variety in terms of outfits or anything else.

The translation in this disappointed me a little, which is surprising because I thought the
translations in the other novels were pretty good. The thing that stands out is the
characters' ways of speech. Some of the slang is stale. For example, about two pages
in, a character says, "A lost kid? Well, don't that just stick in the craw?" Why not just
say, "A lost kid? How annoying!"? It's more succinct and I wouldn't have spent two
minutes looking up that particular idiom. Making that kind of slang fit the character is
also important.

I like character-driven stories and this book would've gone a lot better with me if I liked
any of the characters—any at all. Kaie fails as a protagonist, and I think Kouzuki tries
to gain sympathy for his character through his unusual situation but she didn't create
an attractive personality. Kaie is extremely sensitive. He cannot brush off his friends'
teases and takes everything too seriously. He's petulant and has the behavior of a five
year old, despite having lived to be 280 years old already. It's not hard to piss him off
because he takes offense easily and is constantly annoyed. Daina thinks Kaie is "cute"
but I don't really see anything "cute" in Kaie. How can anyone relate to a guy who
hates kids so much that he doesn't give a second thought to shoving them around?
Daina wasn't even that obnoxious as a kid and Kaie is just a very bad choice for a
temporary guardian. Characters who are written into circumstances like Kaie's, where
he is constantly teased by his friends or his parents don't expect too much out of him,
have had a variety of personalities. Some become tougher emotionally and some deal
with it through bitter sarcasm, but however the character chooses to express that
resentment of his circumstances, authors have managed to make the characters
relatable. That just didn't happen with Kaie.

Daina's a whole 'nother annoyance. His head must not be right because he's chasing
after Kaie, even though Kaie constantly pushes him away. His persistence is downright
creepy. I get to wondering if he's a secret masochist or something for putting himself
through it all.

There's a scene in the novel that just completely shook me up. A destroying angel
shows up in Kaie's home because he was sent by one of the Celestial King's many
wives to assassinate Daina. The situation is handled so flippantly and there's even
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some joking between the three of them. In the end, Daina sends the destroying angel
away to kill all of his father's wives by offering the angel more money than the wives
did and reassuring the destroying angel that he would still have a reputation and a job
despite not killing Daina like he was asked. What...? Daina justifies it by saying he
never believed in polygamy anyway. When he makes Kaie his bride, Kaie will be his
only wife.

So those are the two twisted main characters. Their attraction to each other is another
aspect of the story where I had a hard time suspending my disbelief. I have no idea
what Daina sees in Kaie. The attraction is pretty much instant for him; it's like love at
first sight. With Kaie, the attraction happens after he sees Daina's hot masculine body.
That's really not convincing. Without the hot body, the only positive thing about Daina
is his promises to make Kaie his one and only wife. Other than that, his behavior
towards Kaie is creepy. He pretty much ignores Kaie's protestations and does
whatever he wants. I don't see mutual respect between the two.

All in all, I think Little Darling could do with some improvements in art,
characterizations, plot, and maybe the translation as well.
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Red Skin
Written by Tracey Shellito
Published by Torquere Press

ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-149-5 
ISBN-10: 1-60370-149-4

Review by Linda Yau

Once a year, there is work for cattle herders moving their animals
in search of food. Ross temporarily has a job as one of those
herders; he is also a fine good shot. His fellow crew member
mentions how easily it would be for Ross to become a Pinkerton

or Marshall, but the young man always refuses.

The reason being that Ross is actually a half-breed woman named Roselyn; her father
was white while her mother was Choctaw. Ross's father kicked her out of the house for
having relations with a neighboring woman, so Roselyn now travels impersonating as a
man with only her horse and wolf as companions during her long travels.

It wasn't until Ross met Ahina, an outcast Choctaw with a son that she finally thinks
about trusting her with her secret and preference of woman.

I found this story quite easy go through and the descriptions of dialogue was just what
to be expected from a western like story, with one seemingly out of place use of the

http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=612
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word "fuck" toward the ending. It felt out of place when the time setting of this story
clearly is in the 19th century. The loving scenes felt also like reading through petting
sessions, so no penetration other than with fingers. This is my first time reading a
lesbian themed fiction, so I am happy to say that I am not as disappointed with this
story.

Also available directly from Torquere Press. Click here to read an excerpt.
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Mahape a ale wala'au
Written by Paul G. Bens 
Published by Torquere Press

ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-279-9 
ISBN-10: 1-60370-279-2

Review by Linda Yau

Visiting the island of Waikiki, Hawaii is a memorable location,
balmy and breezy – the culture is something to experience. This
is where Toshi, a Japanese businessman takes his winter
vacation at; away from the busy office. Toshi clearly identifies

himself as homosexual with Japanese people having fetishes. A chance encounter
with Kristopher, a street performer had him starting an exhibitionist game that would
lead to one night of passion.

This was quite the short read, with a clear beginning and an uncertain end. What I
mean by that, is the beginning starts with Toshi remembering his vacation as a
flashback, but by the ending, no signs of returning to the beginning. Some readers
might not mind it, but others may wonder if this story had a point, other than retelling of
a man's one night stand.

There were some snippets that I enjoyed reading, such as when the author described
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of the various aspects of Japanese men and of the various street performers at
Hawaii.

One aspect I didn't really enjoy of this book was the uncertainty in the title, Mahape a
ale wla'au. Clearly it is an expression, but what does this expression mean is a
mystery. I tried to google it without much luck, so I can only surmise it meaning, "Our
night of passion is ending, so sweet memories of this time remember me fondly…"

This story seems to be good for reading on the run, and exhibits the experience of a
man stepping out of his normal niche to enjoy life.

Also available directly from Torquere Press. Click here to read an excerpt.

Replies: 1 Comment

Hi Linda:

Just a note to say thank you so much for the review of my story. I am most
appreciative and I thank you so much for taking the time to read it and to let others
know your thoughts.

I also wanted to let you know that the title is a phrase used by Hawaiian Olympic
Champion and Father of Modern Surfing Duke Kahanamoku (although most sites mis-
spell "wala'au" as "wala'ua") which means "Don't speak. Keep it in your heart."

Thank you very, very much again, for the kind words. I very much appreciate it.

-Paul Bens

Posted by Paul Bens @ 05/27/2008 10:40 PM PST
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Taming the Mountain Mist
Written by K.C. Warwick
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Jilly Gee

As the new commander for a Roman garrison, British-born Justin
has a lot of adjusting to do. It is fortunate then, that he should
meet the handsome shape-shifter, Falan, to help him with getting
acquainted with the area. As the village healer and leader of the
wolves that the villagers seem to revere, he and Justin are able
to meet on several official occasions and many unofficial ones as
well. This being an erotic romance, the unofficial meetings

consist of much more than casual conversation and sharing meals.

The "much more" is written in such a way that it is obvious it is sexual activity, yet
interspersed creatively with military metaphor. The words, "Get ready to mount an
assault, Commander," made my heart race, for quite a different reason than they would
have in any other story involving a small army. Fear not that the language is too subtle
to be of any enjoyment, though. Alongside the situation-appropriate military references,
muscles still tighten, liquids still spill over, body parts still get oiled, and limbs are
contantly in motion.

"Taming the Mountain Mist" is not just all about the sex. The characters are given

http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=789
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difficulat situations to deal with that bring their emotions out in poignant ways. After all,
a story about a soldier in love with a healer is an angst-fest waiting to happen, and for
every sweet moment that occurred in the beginning of their romance, there is a gut-
wrenching one waiting to spring out later, starting with Justin's commanding officer's
request to hunt wolves.

While Justin's thoughts and feelings are made plain to readers, the only way to judge
Falan's are by his actions and words, and yet those actions and words were so skillfully
conveyed that I felt I could also read his pain and joy as plain as I could Justin's. The
healer's tight lips and rigid body as Justin prepared for war said just as much as the
description of Justin longing to embrace him.
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Honey and Clover
Directed by Masahiro Takata
Screenplay by Masahiko Kawahara and Masahiro Takata
Based on the Manga by Chica Umino
Distributed by VIZ Media

Review by Kris

This is the blurb on the VIZ Media website:

"Based on the popular manga by Chica Umino which has sold
over 10 million copies in Japan, Honey and Clover is a

romantic comedy about a group of art school students who try to find their way. But
when an innocent and talented 19-year-old girl enters their lives, things get a lot more
complicated as love triangles result. Starring Yu Aoi (Hula Girls) and J-pop star Sho
Sakurai. Directed by Masahiro Takata."

Honey and Clover follows the lives of five students at the same art college. The
focus is on the interaction of these students with those around them.

The story seems to be told mostly from Takemoto's point of view. Takemoto, Ayumi,
Mayama and Morita all attend the same art college. The arrival of Hagu throws the
lives of these four students into utter turmoil. Hagu is the cousin of one of the teachers
at the school and is staying with him. Morita on the other hand has been traveling
overseas but will be coming home soon. Mayama is stalking his boss because he has

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0810400/
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0810400/
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the hots for her and Ayumi pines for Mayama only getting the cold shoulder in return.
Takemoto doesn't seem to have much artistic ability but has a refreshing and cheerful
outlook on life. He falls in love with Hagu at first meeting. Will these five get things
ironed out? Whose hearts will be broken? Check out Honey and Clover to find out.

I really liked this movie. Some things were a bit formulaic, but that is to be expected
these days. The music was fantastic and emphasized the story quite well. I haven't
read the manga, I probably won't read the manga, but don't let that hinder you in
checking out this film. The roles were well cast for the characters. Takemoto portrayed
by Sho Sakurai had a very fresh look and portrayed a young man in love and despair
very well. Yu Aoi who played Hagu was sweet and disheveled like you would expect
an art prodigy to be. Megumi Seki as Ayumi the broken hearted beauty was flawless.
Ryo Kase playing Mayama made a great nerdy stalker but was earnest in spirit. My
favorite character had to be Morita played by Yusuke Iseya. He played the part of
cocky art genius to a T. I recommend this film to anyone who likes movies that keep
you in some semblance of heightened sensitivity to the end, with laughs sprinkled
throughout. Check it out!
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Speed Racer: Mach Go Go Go, Vol. 1 & 2 (Boxed Set)
By Tatsuo Yoshida
Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN: 1569707316

Review by Tom Good

As a child, I had very little disbelief in need of suspension, and I
accepted Speed Racer as practically a documentary about auto
racing. So when I revisited it I finally noticed how completely
weird it is. But its delightful, retro kind of strangeness also makes
it very readable today. DMP has published a beautiful two-

volume boxed set of the original Speed Racer manga by Tatsuo Yoshida.

The character and place names in the comic really amused me. A cheating racer is
named Duggery, and other rivals have names like Tongue Blaggard, Zoomer Slick,
and Lightfingers Klepto. An evil government official named Ali ben Schemer lives in a
desert nation called the Kingdom of Sandoland.

In the real world, auto racing is a rather technical sport where victory can depend on
factors like pit strategy and tire wear. But in the world of Speed Racer, race drivers act
more like James Bond than Michael Schumacher, races are free-for-alls, and courses
feature towering cliffs and death-defying jumps. It's like a cross between WRC and The
Dakar, but with monsters and weapons.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569707316
http://liheliso.org/
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In my favorite chapter, "The Fire Race," the race course consists of an 800 mile long
tunnel beneath an erupting volcano, and the drivers must average 160 mph just to
make it to the other end before the tunnel closes. As if that weren't enough, the tunnel
also happens to contain the Treasure of Kapetepek, a hoard of gold and diamonds that
tempts the racers to stop and fill their pockets, and naturally a giant monster guards
the treasure. But the story is presented in earnest as a cultural conflict between a local
tribe and "civilized man," with the fate of a village depending on the outcome of the
race. Will the village be left alone to preserve its traditions, or will it be developed by
greedy businessmen?

There is something sweet and innocent about the idea that political and cultural
problems can be solved by auto races. These books evoke a nostalgic, comforting,
simpler world -- a world where Speed can go flying out of his open-top car as it
crashes, land on his feet, and calmly say "I'm fine . . . no big deal." These books are an
important part of manga history, and also a lot of fun to read. This set belongs in a
manga fan's permanent collection.
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Hula Girls
Directed by Sang-il Lee
Screenplay by Sang-il Lee and Daisuke Habara
Distributed by VIZ Media

Review by Kris

The movie Hula Girls has been reviewed once on this site by
the fantastic Ginger Mayerson, be sure to read her review here. I
've been given the opportunity to review it also. Hula Girls is
based on a true story. It's amazing that something so inspirational
could have really happened. In 1965 in the town of Iwakishi, the

Joban coal mine has been providing jobs for many years. It has been decided that the
mine would close and they would lay off many of the workers. To help soften the
impact of the job cuts the mine management decide to use the hot springs nearby to
their advantage. They decide to open a Hawaiian Center to take advantage of tourist
dollars.

It comes to the attention to many of the coal miners daughters that they are hiring girls
to be hula dancers. The class to teach hula is very small, only four girls and the
teacher likes to hit the bottle a little too hard. The teacher studied hula in Hawaii and
was working as a dancer in Tokyo. She then gets sent to a town out in the middle of
nowhere to teach clueless girls how to dance. I'd probably drown my sorrows in
alcohol as well. Against all odds many of the girls in town eventually decide to take the
Hawaiian Center seriously and decide to do their part in helping their families. The

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0768116/
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0768116/
http://vizmedia.com/
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class numbers grow and they learn to work together as a team to help the town.

I really liked this movie. It had a really great girl power message to it. The dance
teacher was quite the spitfire and would kick butt now and take names later. Even the
girls were able to find strength within themselves. There were many heartbreaking
moments that were very touching. I recommend this movie to anyone who wants to be
uplifted by a movie with a worthwhile message of staying strong even when the odds
are against you.
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The Sight of Home
Written by Sean Michael 
Published by Torquere Press

ISBN-10: 1-60370-297-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-60370-297-3

Review by Linda Yau

Visually disabled Professor Stone Watson is a self-reliant and
accomplished history professor. Accomplished to the point where
people enjoyed his published book, so now he is scheduled for a
traveling book tour. Everything should be easy on this trip, a paid

vacation really. New locations, foods, locale, the scenery should be interesting…

This is where Mason Vergis steps into the picture.

Mason is an ex-solider turned bodyguard and he is hired by Stone as a personal
assistant. To be his seeing "eyes" for him on this book tour. Stone finds him to be
perfect for the job in the professional aspect, but the question now is – would he be
perfect in his personal life as well?

Now I've read this short story in one sitting and while I enjoyed some of the descriptive
dialog, Sean Michael used in conversation of how Mason directs Stone to locations.

http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=838
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There are more hot different sex scenes than normal scenes though, and this is good
for people who love reading erotica.

On the other hand, it felt very off putting when I realized that some of the sex dialogue
was a lot of usage of the word "fuck." Perhaps this is the author's way of getting into
the mood, but after a few scenes of the sex, I started to feel that this was a huge lemon
porn. The descriptions of the sex were quite explicit, to the point where there were no
other words to describe than it being hot and sweaty.

I digress though, something about Mason as a character made me want to run
screaming to him for protection. It was cute how protective and possessive he got of
Stone, so that is a point in my favor, have got to love a strong man making sure he is
protecting his love.

Also available directly from Torquere Press. Click here to read an excerpt.
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Cat Scratch Fever
Written by Jane Davitt
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Jilly Gee

Garin can't help but use his magic once in a while, much to the
frustration of his totally human, magic-incapable lover, Simon. So
when Garin unintentionally transforms a stray cat into an
extremely horny human, not only does it put a strain on their
relationship, it also means they have an incredibly troublesome
pet to take care of.

While the concept of the wonders of magic clashing with the limitations of humankind
sound intriguing, "Cat Scratch Fever" does not focus on that. This short story is
primarily erotica, keeping the fantasy element on the sidelines and using it to serve as
a good source of friction for the two lovers and as a reason to keep the snarky cat-
turned-human, Tom, in the picture. As for why the former feline is so important for the
erotica side of the story, he manages to attract both Garin and Simon to him, causing
jealousy on the part of both, and justifying that jealousy when he attempts to initiate
sexual activities with both.

Light on narrative and heavy on dialog, the strength of this story is in the dialog. Tom
has an adorable way of putting things bluntly and honestly, prompting witty responses

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/91-9781603703314-0
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from the couple that made me chuckle. Unfortunately, dialog is the only strength when
it comes to building the story. While the overall plot is unique enough to draw a person
in, the irrational turns that it takes in an attempt to make it work seem somewhat
unnatural, jerking the story along instead of letting it flow naturally. Just because the
foremost storyline is about the couple and their third wheel, does not mean that it is all
right for the events that got them there to be largely illogical. Yes, panic caused Garin
to turn the unwanted cat into a human; this I buy. What I don't buy is Garin finding it
easier to give Tom the ability to talk and hustle him out than to attempt turn him into a
cat again.

There are readers who are perfectly content with a fractured storyline as long there is
some good smut involved. It is perhaps for those people that this story is intended.
There is indeed an extravagant amount of touching when not involved in actual sexual
activity and when there is sexual activity, it is not just glossed over, but described in
full. While not entirely flowery and soft, making gratuitous use of the words "cock" and
"fuck", it is also not uncouth, containing a nice bit of soft sensuality.

Also available directly from Torquere Press. Click here to read an excerpt.

Replies: 1 Comment

Thank you so much for reviewing the story and the thoughtful comments. I'm glad you
liked Tom; he was a lot of fun to write.

Posted by Jane Davitt @ 05/30/2008 06:15 AM PST
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Like A Love Comedy
Story by Aki Morimoto
Art by Yutta Narumi 
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569707332
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-733-3

Review by Linda Yau

Packaged in a short 158 pages, Like A Love Comedy is
about Biwa, an novice screenwriter, who after three years gets
his chance to make it on a new cross-Pacific Ocean production.
The star of the show is a young and hot Japanese actor.

However, on the first day of his job though, Biwa bumps into Yamato (the actor), who
has some attitude issues leaving Biwa pissed off.

The next day, the attitude issues are gone, leaving behind a nice talented guy. This
novel was decent in the romance aspect, some laughs, and one sex scenes with a few
kissing scenes. For a majority of the book, I was caught into the storyline that Morimoto
had written. Where she mentioned plots of American television, I was instantly
reminded of the shows that I have myself seen over the years. Even with the show that
Yamato was involved in, reminded me of Martial Law several years ago with
Sammo Huang.

http://www.powells.com/biblio/62-9781569707333-0
http://liheliso.org/
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Also when Biwa’s dad had a talk with his son about the occupation he was choosing.
Sink or swim – is within the cutthroat world of the entertainment business, that and a lot
of luck or the right timing. I was instantly reminded of American Idol. Sounds silly,
but I felt that connection with the life lessons Biwa’s father had mentioned. I learned
about some facts of the television industry, which makes it technical.

The verbal descriptions of who Biwa is and who Yamato were quite confusing and I felt
it didn’t match the images. FYI – Biwa is the one with the dark short hair, while Yamato
is with the long rock-style. Biwa is older than Yamato and their roles are reversed.
Yamato acts as the seme while Biwa is the uke.

This is the second translated work of Aki Morimoto, her first being - Body
Language. There are also nice illustrations within this book, with the front also
having one color insert page. There is also an note from the author with some
mentions of her favorite American television shows.

Lastly, this novel was an easy afternoon read. It would certainly leave you wanting to
read more, but still learning about something you may not know about. 
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Vampire Hunter D: Vol. 8. 
Story by Hideyuki Kikuchi
Art by Yoshitaka Amano
Published by Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN-10: 1-59582-108-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-59582-108-9

Review by Linda Yau

Florence, a coastal town was known a long time ago as a
pleasure resort spot for the Nobility. However, upon the arrival of
a lone traveler who threw the vampires out, one Nobility refused

to leave and for this, was thrown into the sea by the traveler. Vampiric lore mentions
how creatures of the night shun the sea or any moving water source.

Yet it doesn’t explain the current recurring summer Vampire attacks. Now Vampire
Hunter D is led to this town, hired as a traveling bodyguard by Su-In. This is a
conclusion to Vol. 7, but can be read tentatively on its own as a standalone book.

Truthfully, this book counts as my first foray into the world of Vampire Hunter D. I
have never read the manga nor saw the movies. So I read websites as background
reference alongside this novel. I read quite slowly and tried not to feel as cast adrift as I
was for many parts in the book. The translations is quite good, very descriptive for
various mental sights and sound. Nearly every action was detailed oriented and can be
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read like an epic poem. I can’t help but wish for something that they often have in
mangas – a cast of characters dossiers, that’s just me though.

The book ended seemingly as like an action movie with the lone hero leaving the idyllic
town behind him, on his steed with his trusted companion - his left hand by his side.
Quite cliché and fitting, since my recommendation for this book, is best to read the
previous book and then not feel as confused as I did for this book.

There are six illustrations from Yoshitaka Amano, who is known for being designer of
the Final Fantasy game series. The novel ends in 243 pages and there is an amusing
post script from Hideyuki Kikuchi, who hopes for an animated version of this book.
Following the postscript is prologue preview of the next novel in the Vampire
Hunter D novel series: The Rose Princess. 
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Eternal Love
Story by: Mizumi Takaoka
Art by: Yukariko Jissohji
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-711-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-711-1

Review by Kris

I had no idea whether I was going to like this book. The cover
has two very handsome men clad in Middle Eastern garb and
one of those guys is wearing women's clothing. Because it was
all white, I figured they were decked out in wedding clothes. Also

the Middle East has not been a part of the world that I've been interested in. I have to
say I was pleasantly surprised.

Six years ago Tomoyuki Makabe was attending Cambridge University studying
economics when he met the handsome, charismatic Aswil al-Murshid. They had sworn
their love to one another and spent one amazing year with each other. One day Aswil
disappeared very quickly but left Tomoyuki with a promise that he would come and get
him.

In the present Tomoyuki is sent on a business trip to London because he speaks both
English and Arabic. It turns out that the meeting was a fraud and Tomoyuki is
kidnapped from the airport.
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When Tomoyuki awakens he notices that he is in a strange room. When he looks out
the window, he notices that he is in an oasis in the middle of a desert. Soon his former
flame Aswil comes in and treats him lovingly telling him that he is fulfilling his promise.
There seems to be something different about Aswil. Tomoyuki is determined to get
home to Japan. But whenever Aswil is around he loses his resolve. It turns out that
Aswil is the son of the King of Madina and he is next in line to the throne. Not only that
Aswil is engaged to be married so he can the recieve the crown from his ailing father.
Will Tomoyuki escape or will Aswil bewitch him once again? You'll have to check out
Eternal Love to find out.

Like I stated earlier. I didn't think I was going to like this story, but in all honesty, I loved
it. The story is intense but sweet. You wonder if Tomoyuki and Aswil will be able to be
together. You find the good in all of the characters, even though on the surface they
seem cold and uncaring. It is a touching story in an interesting setting. Even though
there isn't much mention of Islam, the major religion was constantly floating around in
my brain knowing that homosexuality is forbidden. That actually heightened the intesity
of the story. There wasn't much sex and the little there was was at the beginning. The
major naughty scene is in the bonus chapter entitled "Heaven." This was truly an
amazing book. I took it with me to work to read on breaks and lunch and I wanted to
read instead of working. There were a couple of sentences sprinkled throughout th
book that were kind of confusing and I didn't know if that was a translation/editing error
or idiocy on my part (it was probably the latter). Other than that I recommend this book
very highly!
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Love Control
Story and art: Ai Hasukawa 
Publisher: Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569707251
ISBN-13: 978-1569707258

Review by Cat

What do you get if you put two headstrong, proud, arrogant and
highly competitive guys together?

Plain good fun.

Love Control (main story, part 1 and 2)

Interior designer Kei Yamashiro isn't exactly pleased to be told that he's beautiful. He's
there on business for Sugimoro Life Design with a view of doing a design job for client
Takashi Okumura who owns an Italian restaurant, JIRI, and a few cafes and offices.

Yamashiro immediately senses that honey-eyed Okumura is just like him, therefore
Yamashiro isn't about to let Okumura mess him around. In fact he'd dearly love to turn
tables round and bring Okumura to his knees.

As if Okumura senses Yamashiro's decision he launches a low-key attack on
Yamashiro by flirting and bantering with him. All the while Yamashiro coolly dismisses it
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as part of some silly games that Okumura likes to play. However, Okumura
unexpectedly asks Yamashiro if he could do a re-design job on Okumura's own home.
Yamashiro agrees.

As the project progresses, their game gets taken higher a notch or two. Who will come
out a winner? Or will there be something else that beats both?

I was surprised and taken aback at how mature these characters are, especially when
dealing with issues. They seem so sophisticated and mature that I couldn't believe I
was reading a manga. I think I was so used to manga that features basic dialogue,
unbelievably naive - and sometimes, incredibly stupid - characters, silly
misunderstandings, and some other usual things that makes the yaoi world go round,
that Love Control came as practically a culture shock.

Okumura is clearly dominant, but unlike many in other manga, he's not a bully and
actually acts as an adult, even when he experiences a moment of jealousy. This
makes a refreshing change. Furthermore, Yamashiro is just as headstrong and brainy
as Okumura and definitely can stand for himself.

In fact it's unusual for me to see characters so well matched. It's also refreshing to see
easily what makes them drawn to each other. You know how many mangaka tend to
force mismatched personalities together, regardless of whether it could work or not,
and you just learn to get used to it? Well, you won't have to with this one.

Almost everything in the story seems natural - the setting, the pacing, the story flow,
characters, sexual situations (which I'd label as "light-to-medium yaoi"), and dialogue.
It's almost perfect. It's not even the kind I normally enjoy because stories set in a
business or similar world aren't that appealing.

I've thoroughly enjoyed this one. Mostly because I love stories that feature
psychological 'cat-and-mouse' games. This element doesn't feature so heavily here,
but it's definitely there, which makes it an enjoyable read for me.

Love Control II (sequel)

Yamashiro is in a slow, quiet panic. It's three months since he and Okumura came
together and people are starting to notice Yamashiro's softened facial expression and
subtle personality changes. Okumura once told him that it's Yamashiro's aloof
personality and pride that attract him. If he's becoming soft, does this mean he's losing
to Okumura? Or worse, losing him?

I dreaded that it'd be yet another misunderstanding and while it is, it isn't because it
offers a different angle. Let's put it this way: Yamashiro is honest enough to recognise
his own involvement with his current dilemma, but human enough to allow his flaws to
get in the way. Okumura's reaction and handling have surprised me. I must have read
so many bad manga to let that be even a surprise to me. I'm not sure whether to weep
at how conditioned I have become with BL manga. It's a nice wake-up call.

Either way, although it's less intense and driven than the first story, it's also a good
read. I won't say any more than this because I think not knowing what to expect will
make a surprising realisation worthwhile.

Chair designer Shinjin "Jin" Takamiya and Azumi Yoshimo from Anata no Tonari ni
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Suwarasete (Let Me Sit Next to You) - which takes place before Love Control -
make a guest appearance here as Yamashiro's friends. Although sadly brief, it was
nice to see them again.

Near the Rainbow, And You (one shot)

Chief Shiro Seno of the planning division - and very much emotionally self-sufficient -
receives a strange email on his mobile phone: "Find me." Intrigued but irritated, he
deletes it. He receives another: "Find me, please find me. I'm at the end of the
rainbow."

It's a dark but sweet, poignant and mostly shounen-ai comedy of two lonely people
who were left abandoned by those who were supposed to care for them. I simply
refuse to share any more than this because it's such a sweet story that deserves to be
read with no expectations. I'm sorry if this makes you want to beat me up, but I promise
it'll be worth resisting the urge to lynch me.

Early Summer
Yamashiro and Okumura meet outside a cafe to have a drink. Okumura has a pair of
sunglasses, which turns their conversation into a short round of amusing banter.

A short amusing glimpse into their everyday life, set in summer. It's quite strange to
see both in summer clothes, but good to see that while still at his old self, Yamashiro
can be as flirty as Okumura.

It's ages since I've thoroughly enjoyed a BL manga. For me, Love Control is an all-
round winner: strong and likeable characters, adult conversations, battles of wits, and
it's just plain mature. I also like Hasukawa's layout of panels. It's so well laid out that it
increases a sense of drama. This without sacrificing tension and flow of the dialogue.

Frankly, I can't say any more than this: Love Control basically puts the rest to
shame. Even most of my favourite manga. It's definitely not for readers who love
whimsical or "cute" stories that features a "cute girly uke" and a "bossy seme". Nor is it
for readers who want angsty, dark stories.

Basically, it's a mature BL manga for readers who appreciate understated humour,
quick-witted banter, subtle tension, and mature characters with the brains that they
actually use. Anata no Tonari ni Suwarasete was a top favourite Hasukawa work, but
Love Control has left it pretty much in the dust.

Art-wise: it's almost old skool, which isn't my favourite kind, but the dialogue and story
are compelling enough to make me ignore these issues with ease. And those eyes!
Hasukawa does know how to make her characters' eyes outstanding and sometimes
real, which is a weird thing for me to say. Yup, let's move swiftly on. This book is
comfortable enough for me to handle with ease. Maybe it's a little too stiff, but it's not
as stiff as the other June release, Yugi Yamada's Laugh Under the Sun, which is a
good thing. Although ink tones and shades are nicely done, it's a tad too dark for my
taste.

I'm unsure if it's because Love Control makes a refreshing change from other manga
that makes it a good read or it's the story itself that makes work. Either way it's worth
getting. I'm starting to embarrass myself here with all this mushiness, but I hope
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June/DMP will look to publish more Hasukawa works because I'll certainly buy them for
my English manga collection.

All in all: highly recommended.
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A Love Song for the Miserable
Story and art: Yukimura
Publisher: Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569707189
ISBN-13: 978-1569707180

Review by Cat

A Love Song for the Miserable is a five-chapter (plus a
bonus short oneshot) manga. This is, for me, unusual because
it's been a while I read a full standalone manga. Those
June/DMP books that I have are mostly the 'three-chapter story

with two oneshots' type. Those that aren't are part of a series.

So to have a full standalone manga to read makes a nice change, but will the story
itself be any good?

Itsuki Asada isn't happy. He's working for Shikishima department store, but he wants to
be transferred to a different department, but his request gets denied. Not only that they
don't even bother to take a look at Asada's proposed business plan

This affects his confidence enough for him to go on a drinking binge that night with a
co-worker.While drunk he topples over a short hedge and as he lies there in a heap, he
thinks he couldn't sink any lower than where he is now.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569707189
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569707189
http://www.junemanga.com/
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At that point, Sunao Iwasaki appears like some kind of a saviour. He helps Asada up
while explaining he's glad to see Asada because he's utterly lost. Asada begrudgingly
helps him by drawing a map on his rejected business plan paper. In return Iwasaki
scribbles a map of his own on a ripped piece from the business plan, which symbolises
Asada's desired career. Iwasaki cheerfully tells him to come to his family's newly
founded bakery, Star Bakery, for any sweets Asada might want.

A chance sight of a wall poster Shikishima department store's annual sweets fair has
Asada visiting Star Bakery, but Lady Luck isn't on his side. But Lady Luck isn't that
cruel as Asada manages to see Iwasaki whose name, Asada learns, is Nao. This
encounter somehow leads Asada to becoming Nao's personal food critic. From there
their friendship grows at a comfortable pace.

Then, one day, Nao announces that he's moving to France for a couple of years to
improve his pastry-making skills. Asada isn't happy. In fact he's so pissed off,
especially at a sudden realisation that he has feelings for Nao yet couldn't express it,
that his reaction stuns Nao enough for them to part on bad terms.

After three years' absence, Nao returns to Japan where he finds a job at the bakery,
Polar Star. News and raving reviews of Nao's amazing creations reaches Asada who's
now working in his dream department, events planning. Part of his job is help
organising Shikishima department store's annual sweets fair. One scheduled pastry
chef has to pull out, leaving a painful gap.

It's down to Asada to bring Nao in as a replacement. However, Nao - still smarting from
Asada's painful parting words - refuses to have anything to do with Asada. Not only
that there's something not quite right with Nao's sweets.

What can Asada do to get Nao to agree to appear as the replacement? Nao's
involvement could further Asada's career, but more importantly, what can Asada do to
make it right between them again? In fact, what can Asado do about his feelings, which
are still going strong, for Nao?

As I said before, it's great to have a full standalone manga for a change, but I admit I
wasn't sure if Yukimura's story could carry it off. It both does and doesn't. It does for
those who like character-driven stories and it doesn't for those who want more
excitement or a faster pace.

Well, although I say it's a character-driven story, it quite isn't. It's quite strange because
there isn't much of a plot either. If I were to describe this, it's a gentle and mature tale
of two people learning how to get what they want - from each other and their own
careers - in their own way.

It's largely Asada's story, so the story revolves around his internal struggles over his
fears, confidence, and frustration of not getting what he wants. Strangely, not much
about insecurity even though it's mostly about that. When he has a chance to grab an
opportunity, he chooses to run, which in turn frustrates him. He goes in a spiral to the
point where he'd let his true feelings break through. And when it does, he runs. And
then it happens all over again.

It's a bit like watching a hamster hopping on a wheel with an occasional stop for a
break or two. I thought I'd get annoyed by his social awkwardness and introversion, but
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I wasn't. It's his personality, which is what makes it, in a weird way, work. There isn't
much spent on the development of Nao and Asada's relationship, even though almost
all Asada's thoughts and feelings are tied up with Nao.

Although largely underdeveloped, Nao has his issues to deal with, which directly
affects Asada's own issues. It actually works, which is weird. I won't say any more on
this as it's best to leave it for readers to discover how so.

Production values, it's a good job done. Easy to handle, comfortable enough to read
with ease, and the typesetting is standard nice. Even though it sometimes made me
feel as if I was reading a scanlated manga because it uses certain typefaces that are
frequently used in the scanlation world. All in all, it's a good job done. Nothing
exceptional, but nothing horrible either. It's predictable and nice.

In spite of my occasional irritation with Asada's persistent Eeyore-like tendency to look
on the negative side, I liked A Love Song for the Miserable. It's not unique. It's
not that wildly exciting. It's good enough for me to regard it as a basic satisfactory read.

It's ideal for those who want a break from fast-paced, plot-driven, sex-driven or
comedy romantic manga. 
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Restart
Story and art: Shouko Hidaka
Publisher: Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 156970726X
ISBN-13: 978-1569707265

Review by Cat

Restart, set in the world of modelling, features a relationship
between two models, one is an established name and the other a
fast-rising star. It also contains two oneshots: For You features
a former child model and a photographer and Overlap features

a guy who mourns a lost love but unexpectedly gets another chance to fall in love.

Restart | Step | Clear | Reverse | Contact

Tadashi Yoshizawa's modelling career is increasingly going nowhere and he knows it.
He feels this more whenever he sees his kouhai and a fast-rising star model, Akihiro
Kudo. Not only that, they spent a drunken night together a month ago and since then,
they aren't talking to each other. Tadashi is annoyed because if Aki's going to be like
that, why is he keep casting glances his way?

Restart, Step, and Clear are told from seasoned model Tadashi's point of view.
Reverse and Contact are from rising star Aki's. His stories revolve around
flashbacks to two important events: that drunken night and why Aki becomes a model.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/156970726x
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/156970726x
http://www.junemanga.com/
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Aki became a model at sixteen and works hard enough to become a fast-rising model.
He does it so successfully that he's rapidly passed Tadashi who's been in the business
four years longer than Aki has. Tadashi isn't sure how he feels about this guy, who's
four years younger and better valued at the modelling agency they share, being far
more successful than he's ever been.

On top of that, he has developed feelings for Aki after spending that drunken night with
him. So begins a confusing time for Tadashi. While Tadashi and Aki figure out what's
going on between them, their agency
manager - Noguchi - provides comedic moments.

Despite the glamour aspect of their profession, it's mostly an ordinary story about
ordinary guys who struggle to get by in this ordinary world. This makes a refreshing
change from BL manga that revolves around the supernatural world, crazy story
premises, or larger-than-life personalities.

It's clear that Tadashi and Aki aren't going to have massive problems coming together
in the end. There are no dastardly villains, traumatic events from the past, or anything
like that to keep them apart. Just human emotions, such as insecurity, confidence, and
motivation. Occasionally these emotions make Tadashi frustrating to sympathise with,
especially when it's clear that Aki would drop everything for him.

Then again, that's what makes them so human. I seriously detest stories that revolve
around insecurity or overly neurotic characters, but Restart could get away with it
because it's set in a world of modelling that's notorious for feeding and distorting
anyone's sense of confidence and insecurity.

I especially liked Clear because of how it reveals it's not easy to be a working model,
especially when there are hundreds of other models competing to land same jobs.
Tadashi has been in this profession long enough to establish his name, but even so,
it's all about trends, which means no one is immune to rejections.

The current trend demands the likes of Aki, which affects Tadashi's own career. So he
and eventually Aki have to deal with the effect this impact has left on Tadashi. When
there are so many manga that show the best side of anything glamour, Clear is
refreshing for showing that it's not all roses, even for an established name like Tadashi.
I also liked how Tadashi and Aki quietly resolve this issue in their own way. Some
readers might find it boring, but I liked it.

Basically, there isn't anything wrong with the main story, but it doesn't have drama or
such. It's mostly clearing up mild misunderstandings and communication issues. In a
way, it's a soap opera without drama and a big cast, but it's still not that kind. "Slice of
life" wouldn't be the right term either. It's just there, with a couple of bumps on a road
that they have to navigate. Actually, I can't even - at this moment - recall how their
story ends. It ends at a photo shoot, but I think it leaves an impression that, for them,
life goes on. It's quite nice, actually, if I think about it.

In short - art, story, characters, and dialogue are pleasant, along with interesting
glimpses of modelling. Each chapter features a sex scene, which each is nicely done.
Not too graphic and long, just nice and, occasionally, rather steamy. I'd rate it as
"medium yaoi," not too graphic but graphic enough to satisfy a typical BL reader.
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Although there isn't much to write home about, it makes a nice coffee-break read.

For You (one shot)
Seasoned sixteen-year-old model Shunsuke Honma is both suspicious and bemused
when photographer Tomomi Kishida singles him out as a photography subject. Kishida
isn't satisfied with Honma's performance, so he pushes him further than Honma has
ever been pushed, which sparks the change of the way Honma feels and sees the
world and himself.

In real life many child stars who outgrown their younger selves are frequently rejected
by the society for growing up. So they struggle to adjust to these changes. Some
successfully make it through this awkward phase and some couldn't. And there are
some who are still trying to figure it all out.

Shunsuke Honman is such one. He grew up as a successful child model who was
constantly praised and in demand, but now as a young high school teenager, he's
increasingly lumped with generic male models. Modelling is the only thing he's ever
known how to do well, so if he quits modelling, where will he go from here?
Photographer Kishida might have the answer.

I still don't know how to react to this story because even though Kishida's clearly
gentle, earnest and thoughtful, he's such a weird and, occasionally, creepy guy. He
gives off this 'stalker' vibe, which is probably why I think this. Like Clear, this story
shows that it's not all roses in modelling, especially for those who spent almost all their
childhood years modelling.

Overlap (one shot)
Tomohiro Tatsumi realises too late that he has feelings for his former school friend,
Shinozaki, who's presumed dead after he went missing during a trip to the ocean.
Tatsumi decides to return to his home town to stay with his parents for summer with a
vague idea to putting his unresolved feelings to rest.

While journeying on a bus, Tatsumi spots a guy who looks exactly like Shinozaki. Has
he been given a chance to make his feelings finally clear to his childhood friend?

Of all in this book, I liked this summer story best. I actually wished it was developed as
a longer story as it has more to offer. Then again, it might be best left as it is as these
vague questions left afterwards will make it lasting as a memory. It's also the only story
in this book that has some intensity, but like other stories in this book, a gentle ending.

Production values. There's something different about this one. The overall quality of
paper, dust cover and the rest seem different. I can't quite put a finger on it. Putting my
own stupidity aside, it might be because I don't read enough June/DMP books to
recognise the difference. The dust cover is thinner and more glossy, but easily to rip.
During a read for this review, there's already two small rips in a spine corner. The
paper is textured, which is rough to touch. While I prefer this to the thick or stiff kind, it's
unfortunate the printing ink of the art work leaves impressions on the other side of each
page. During reading, I frequently took a double take at a piece of drawing or text I
thought I had missed, but it was just an ink impression from the other side of this page.
This happened quite a few times.

Frankly, I did not mind all this at all because I'm still traumatised over the shockingly
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bad production quality of Kitty Media's recent release, Mei Sakuraga's I Want To Be
Naughty. With this in mind, the production values of Restart are wonderful.

But, why did June/DMP spell Hidaka's given name differently this time? Her other book
(also published by June/DMP) Not Enough Time has her name listed as Shoko
Hidaka, but on this book, it's Shouko Hidaka.

As to whether it's worth getting this book, get it if you want a story that doesn't rely on
any dramatic story devices to make itself worthwhile. Actually, I think it's worth getting,
but only if you like ambling through the ordinary side of life in BL manga. 
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Hero Heel vol. 2
Story and Art: Makoto Tateno
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-836-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-836-1

Review by Kris

Hero Heel is a three volume series written and illustrated by
Makoto Tateno-sama. Be sure to check out my review of Hero
Heel vol. 1 here and Ginger Mayerson's review here.

Masaki Minami and Kazuomi Sawada are two of the lead actors in a new and hugely
popular television show. Minami is the hero and Sawada plays the villain. In real life
Sawada is kind of a jerk and Minami is kind of naive. Minami's love for Sawada is
unrequited because Sawada made it clear that he doesn't get involved with co-stars.
Throw in Katagiri's unrequited feelings for Minami and you have a sexy yaoi story
headed for an explosive conclusion in the third volume

I apologize for any spoilers but the second volume starts where the first volume ends.
Things are tense on set. Minami has been having a hard time getting over his feelings
that he possesses for Sawada. Sawada on the other hand seems to have no problems
what so ever. After a heated discussion between Minami and Sawada, Minami makes
the decision to look at Sawada as the villain he is fighting against on both the show
and in real life. Katagiri happened to overhear Sawada and Minami. After shooting

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569708361
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569708361
http://junemanga.com/
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Katagiri approaches Minami and lets him know that he overheard their conversation
and that he wants to be the one to comfort Minami. To try to forget Sawada, Minami
takes Katagiri up on his offer. Turns out that Katagiri wants to be the rebound man.

The show is a huge hit and it is decided to film an hour long summer special. To make
the special a rating blockbuster the producers decide to bring in a special guest star to
play Minami's older brother and Sawada's villainous boss. The actor slated to take on
the role is none other than Sawada's former lover, Takagi. For a strange twist of plot
Takagi and Minami share a strange likeness. It's to be expected if someone is cast to
be a family member. You've got to look alike.

It turns out that Sawada and Takagi were lovers but Takagi was the one who ended
the relationship. Takagi approaches Sawada and lets him know that he made a
mistake and he wants to get back together. Sawada doesn't know how to react to this
and for some strange reason his is hung up on Minami. Does he have an attraction to
our dear Minami? Soon the cast find out that there is something going on between
Minami and Katagiri. It seems that Sawada is a little jealous of Katagiri, but Katagiri is
jealous of Sawada because Minami seems to have some lingering feelings for
Sawada. Man these relationships are hard to keep track of!

This is a great sequel and I can't wait for the final installment. I was so anxious to find
out how the story ended, I actually purchased the original trilogy (the Japanese
volumes). So, yes, I know how it ends, but I don't speak or read Japanese so I need
the English version to know what they are saying. Love is such a sticky emotion. It can
be wonderful but it is also very painful. In Hero Heel it is all there to see how messy
and crazy love is. Tateno-sama knows how to tell an intense story to keep you hooked
and Juné is a great publisher to showcase her work. Read this series, it is definitely
worthy of the time that you spend with it!
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Feverish
Story and art by Takaaki Kusaka
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569705658
ISBN-13: 9781569705650

Review by Jilly Gee

Pretty male escort attempts to woo handsome, young waiter. Or
rather, childish pretty boy ambushes and manipulates average
working man every day. Chihiro never misses a chance to
declare and demonstrate his love for Kensei, but Kensei, dense

as he is, doesn't take him seriously. A pushy uke and reluctant seme aren't new to the
genre, and this first part of Feverish doesn't bring anything new to the table. It still has
its charms, however; Chiharu's wonderfully mischievous personality plays nicely off
Kensei's all-too-conservative way of thinking, resulting in many giggle-worthy
moments.

In the second part of Feverish, arrogant male model Yoh thinks he can just waltz into
Ari's bar and not only convince the attractive bar owner to make him customized
jewelry, but also to return his affections. Unfortunately for Yoh, Ari isn't exactly a people
person and Yoh's attitude just makes things worse. Their part of the story is more
emotionally charged than Kensei's and Chihiro's, thanks to a secret from Ari's past.
While not as lighthearted as the first part of Feverish, it still wouldn't be classified as
angst; Ari dwells on his problems a bit, but not to the point that makes a person either
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want to scream or cry.

With a name like Feverish, it would seem logical to assume that this boys love title is
full of passionate action. Well, some titles defy logic. The passion is all in the
persistence of the pursuers, not the physical contact of body and body. There are
precisely two sex scenes in this graphic novel and they're both quite literally short and
sweet. It's a very cute boys love graphic novel, full of adorable super deformed art and
hilariously outrageous expressions, but it's nothing special as far as storylines go. It's a
fun, carefree read for a lazy afternoon, but it won't make your heart race or the person
sitting next to you on the train blush.
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Immoral Darkness
Story by: Miyu Matsuda
Illustrated by: Yukariko Jissohji
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-713-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-713-5

Review by Kris

We all know what it's like to be lonely, right? I know I do. The
blurb on the back has a pretty good description. It goes as
follows:

"Beautiful, cool, Shiina Jun has always been admired by the
women around him. But he would give up their admiration for just one ounce of
affection from his family, or a chance at true love from anyone who could save him
from the dark loneliness he's lived in for so long.

His teacher, Sasagawa Tetsuya, wants to be his savior. But is Sasagawa offering a
way out, or pushing Shiina deeper into darkness? Can Shiina trust his heart to a man
who forces himself on him?

Masterfully crafted by Miyu Matsuda, this story of a forbidden, passionate, love
between a student and his teacher is definitely must-read! Are the two willing to
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overcome all obstacles to get what they truly want in life?"

Shiina has been blessed (or cursed) by extremely good looks. Girls fawn all over him.
But Shiina acts aloof because he prefers to keep everyone at a distance. He has trust
issues. His family life sucks. His parents ignore him and his younger brother thinks that
he's the bees knees. There isn't anyone that he's drawn to. Yet he's intrigued by his
math teacher. Sasagawa has a tough exterior and wears a dirty lab coat. Shiina also is
carrying on an affair with an older woman. He chooses to sleep with her for cash.

One day while waiting for the train at the train station after meeting with his sugar
mama, he is hassled by a couple of punks. They try shaking him down for cash but are
stopped by some tough dude that he caught sight of earlier. The guy turns out to be
Sasagawa and gives Shiina the excuse that teachers from the area take turns keeping
the peace at the train station by scaring away bullies. Things progress to the point
where Sasagawa rapes poor Shiina in a dark, dank, out of the way men's room. Yeah,
that's the way to win the heart of your beloved, rape in a disgusting place.

Shiina the next day doesn't know how to handle being around Sasagawa because of
the situation in the men's room. Sasagawa says that he knows what's going on and can
save him from the sadness and darkness. Because of what happened the night before
Shiina let's Sasagawa know that he has no intention of turning to him if he is in need of
help. Shiina would prefer to just suffer in silence. Soon, Shiina is in need of some help
when he is locked out of his house due to the rest of his family going to go visit his
grandparents. Shiina, with no place to go and hardly any money decides to turn to his
homeroom teacher for help. Nakahara-sensei offers as much help as he can. They get
a hold of Shiina's mom and find out that they will be gone for a week. Because
Nakahara's wife is about to give birth any time now he isn't able to promise too much.
Luckily, earlier in the day Shiina had gotten a job and now has a better outlook on
things.

A few days after the crazy incident with being locked out, Nakahara's wife goes into
labor. Because Shiina's family is still out of town Nakahara entrusts Shiina to last
person he wants to see, Sasagawa. Nakahara doesn't know what has happened
between Sasagawa and Shiina and doesn't see a problem. You can see where this is
going! Will Shiina go with Sasagawa? Will they work things out? Pick up a copy of
Immoral Darkness to find out!

A common premise in yaoi is that the relationship between our two leading men starts
with rape and then the victim ends up falling in love with the attacker. I have a hard
time with reading it in either manga or novel form. For some reason for me, though, it's
harder to read in novel format. The basis for the story is not new to yaoi either. The
forbidden teacher/student relationship is a constant and can get boring. For the most
part it wasn't too bad of a story, but I did have a few issues with the ending. I would
have done things a little differently, but I didn't write it, so beggars can't be choosers.
Do I recommend it? Hmmm... I don't like to discourage people to not read something
because we all have different tastes and I'm sure others will think that the book couldn't
have ended any other way. I say the discretion is yours and you make up your mind
whether you like it and recommend it. I'm pretty indifferent.
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Gentle Cage
Story by: You Shizaki
Illustrations by: Kumiko Sasaki
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-712-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-712-8

Review by Kris

When it comes to yaoi novels I am truly a novice. My only
experience is with Only the Ring Finger Knows novels. And
I only read those because I loved the manga. With Gentle
Cage there is no manga associated with it, so I had no idea what
to expect.

Itsuki Hashimoto was sent on an errand by his boss to convince the sculptor
Masatsugu Tokiwa to meet with him (Itsuki's boss). Itsuki works for the famed sculptor
Yasuyuki Yamabe. It also turns out that Tokiwa studied under Yamabe as an
apprentice. Not only that, Itsuki and Tokiwa have another thing in common. They
happen to have a history.

Itsuki generally doesn't travel by himself and has to go to Tokiwa's home in the
mountains. It's also winter and snowing. Anyone who's driven on snowy mountain
roads know how stressful this can be (snowy roads in general are not fun). Once
arriving at Tokiwa's he steels his emotions and knocks on the door. When Tokiwa
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answers he is suprised to see Itsuki standing there. Itsuki hands over the letter that
Yamabe had entrusted to him. Once Tokiwa finishes it he refuses to see Yamabe and
turns Itsuki away. Itsuki decides to go to the nearest town to stay for the night and will
try to convince Tokiwa to meet Yamabe one more time the next day. He notices the
beautiful surroundings while he heads towards his car and is enraptured by a stream
running through the property. He gets to the car and realizes that he dropped his keys
by the stream. The snow, by this time, is coming down quite heavily and he ends up
falling into the water and injuring himself. Tokiwa comes to his rescue and takes him to
the hospital.

Itsuki broke one ankle and sprained the other. Tokiwa decides to take him back to his
house to let him stay. Itsuki notices that Tokiwa isn't treating him as kindly as he would
have expected an old friend would. The next morning he calls his boss's personal
assistant to let him know the situation. Tokiwa eventually flies off the handle in hearing
that Itsuki is going to try and get home. So what does Tokiwa do? He rapes the poor
guy. Picking on the injured, how evil! Besides, Itsuki's a virgin.

There is a bit of reminiscing that happens and we see how Tokiwa and Itsuki met.
Tokiwa was watching a flea market stand that his friend had and had one of his
sculptures on the table. Itsuki saw the totem sculpture and wanted to buy it. Itsuki, at
the time, was a student at a vocational college and also an amateur painter. Their love
of art is what drew them together. They became fast friends and spent much time
together. One day Tokiwa confessed his love to Itsuki but didn't expect a response
right away.Sadly debt collectors were piling up and his single mother couldn't handle
the finances Itsuki had to quit school and work several jobs. The stress got to be too
much for his mom and she tried to commit suicide. That left Itsuki with even more debt.
He was soon approached by Yamabe about a job that would pay extremely well, send
his sister to an exclusive school, and put his mother in a nice hospital to recover. All
Itsuki would have to do is obey Yamabe's every whim. Itsuki takes the job and hands
his freedom over to Yamabe. He's become Yamabe's living doll. A while later Tokiwa
comes back to Yamabe's to work and is surprised to see Itsuki there. Unfortunately
Itsuki is not allowed to have friendly relationships with anyone other than Yamabe.
Rumors have spread throught Yamabe's workshop that Itsuki is Yamabe's lover. So
Tokiwa doesn't know what to do. He decides to leave without saying a word, breaking
Itsuki's heart.

We then come back to the present. During the day Tokiwa acts indifferent to Itsuki. He
gives him food, takes him to the loo, bathes him, and treats him with cold indifference.
When night rolls around however he rapes him again. This happens again and again.
One day a hair dresser shows up and cuts Itsuki's hair (which he was required to grow
long at Yamabe's request). This brings a different look to Tokiwa's face. What is going
to happen with the relationship when Itsuki has to go back to Yamabe's? Will Tokiwa
warm back up to Itsuki or remain cold? Read Gentle Cage to find out.

Like I said, I'm new to the whole yaoi novel world. I've never even read a bodice ripper
novel. Generally romances aren't my thing. The descriptions were a little surprising to
me. I'm used to the art so seeing it in the written word was a bit startling. I didn't like the
idea of using sex as a punishment, or to bring someone to their senses. I realize that is
a common premise in yaoi, but it's always bothered me a little. The book was pretty
good and if you enjoy romance and yaoi, I say read it. The story flows well and I didn't
seem to notice any editorial mistakes. The print quality was good and the illustrations
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were a nice touch.
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Dog Style (vol 1)
Story and art: Modoru Motoni
Publisher: Kitty Media, imprint of Media Blasters
ISBN-10: 1598831259
ISBN-13: 978-1598831252

Review by Cat

I figured that since volume 2 is due out next month, I ought to
read volume 1 as it's been a while since I read it (if there is one
thing a gadfly and I have in common, it's an inability to remember
for long).

When I received Dog Style last year, I had to do with just a skim because I was
already on a trip to Christmas Hell, so I remembered very little about it, which in the
end is a good thing. So how does it go this time?

Motoni has a strong cult following mostly for these two reasons:

a) her works tends to feature these elements: a black sense of humour, originality,
strong intellectual and philosophical slant, streak of eccentricity, and a strong sense of
lawlessness. 
b) her body of works rarely fails to make us ask this question: "Is she on crack?"

What won Motoni a lot of attention is, aside her other works, her three-volume story,
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Shiikugakari Rika AKA Rika the Breeder, which sets in a dark, twisted world of an all-
boys boarding school where it has its own laws. (It's quite incredible that it's still not yet
published in English, but it might have something to with a legal mess involving Biblos
[original publisher that went bankrupt last year] and Libre. I'm not sure what's going on,
to be honest, so I won't say any further on this.)

And yet only two of her works are published in English: Poison Cherry Drive (not
many readers, including myself, understand why this was published first in English as
it's seriously on crack) and the first volume of Dog Style.

While at Koyo High School Teru Chiaki witnesses something he's not supposed to see:
a kiss between Miki Terayama and (older) Kashiwa who happens to be Teru's best
friend's older brother. He definitely knows Miki doesn't want him to see the kiss
because Miki's given him a look that could kill. Unknown to them, the connection
between Teru and Miki is further established.

Still, Teru is more concerned about something else - his best friend Kashiwa is
increasingly spending time with his new girlfriend Kana while making promises to
spend time with Teru that he eventually fails to keep. This leaves Teru feeling out of
sorts and alone, so he spends time at an abandoned warehouse. To him it's a refuge
where he can watch sunsets, laze around and drink alone. Unfortunately for him, it's
also home to that guy Miki.

They earlier have agreed to share the warehouse and that each can only visit the
warehouse on scheduled days. This way, they can leave each other alone. However
after Teru witnessed the kiss, Miki turns it round by declaring that he's taking the
warehouse as his. It goes down hill from there. Or up hill.

Meanwhile, Teru has to deal with a bunch of Nannogi High School guys who are after
him. They don't realise that Teru isn't the guy they thought he was. Some time ago
Teru, upon seeing his best friend Kashiwa - who accompanied his girlfriend to visit her
friends - surrounded by members of leader Kijima's gang, informed them that he was
actually Kashiwa. They have been after him since then.

Incidentally it's this very thing that coincidentally and comically throws Teru and Miki
together, forcing them to go on a run together. While on the run they get to know to
each other, which eventually gives them a sense of comradeship. Miki decides to call
him Stray Dog because Teru reminds him of a stray dog he once wanted when he was
a child and because Teru is crazy that way. For Teru he finds that he's increasingly
feeling comfortable with Miki, which isn't something he's used to.

All this, of course, leads them to a place beyond an ordinary school-life friendship.
Where will they go from here? Will Miki ever tame wild stray dog Teru? Will Teru get
over his issue of being shorter than most guys - especially Kashiwa and Miki - around
him? Will both escape the pursuit of Kijima's gang?

The chaotic nature and fast pace of their (mis)adventures make it quite tough for me to
summarise so easily. Basically it's a black comedy with a massive toe in subtle realism
and, in a way, the absurd. There isn't a straightforward plot, really. It's a patchwork of
fast-paced incidents that makes the story seem episodic in a way. And yet there is
enough substance for all to create this sense that it'll all come together in the end.
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Although it implies that it's a shallow, wild and in-your-face tale, it really isn't. If we
were to remove the chaotic appearance and over-the-top comedic moments, it's
basically a character-driven tale of two guys looking for somewhere to belong in a
world where people aren't always reliable. Especially those who can only find time to fit
you in, as Teru's his best friend Kawisha has been doing to him, and those who refuse
to draw a strong line between yes and no, as Miki's best friend (older) Kawisha has
been doing to him.

There are clues towards the end that there will be much more to come with volume 2.
Such as, Nannogi High gang leader Kijima seems to have his eye on both Miki and
Teru and for different reasons. Not only that, there are the Kashiwa brothers to
consider. They are suspicious about how well Miki and Teru get on, so what they will
do about it?

There's so much going on and many humorous moments that Dog Style is pretty
much a fun roller-coaster ride. It's certainly not for those who dislike anything anarchic,
which this story seems to be. I admit I both love and hate Dog Style, which is how I
generally feel about Motoni's body of works. I think I have every book she's written so
far and yet, I would never consider Motoni a favourite. I suppose it's like watching a
train wreck in slow motion. You want to turn away but you can't, which is how I am with
her works including Dog Style.

What does disappoint me is the overall value of the production. Some pages are
printed out of alignment. Occasionally the proofreading is a bit iffy. For instance, "I'm
gonna take to Kana" when it's clearly meant to be "I'm gonna talk to Kana."

Also, all Japanese SFX are left untranslated, which was a little annoying and disruptive
because I had to mentally switch between English and kana. It wouldn't be a problem if
there was only a few, but this volume has quite a few, so I didn't enjoy this experience.
However, I imagine it might be worse for readers who cannot read kana at all. I don't
quite understand the logic behind Kitty Media's decision on this, to be honest. Even so,
the art and typesetting are clean and nice enough to put up with these irksome issues.

Motoni's Dog Style is clearly different from the norm in English-translated BL manga
and that's what makes it unique and irritatingly fun. You either like it or you don't. I do,
even though I wish I didn't. 
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Vampire Hunter D
Story by Hideyuki Kikuchi
Art by Yoshitaka Amano
Published by Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN-10: 1595820124
ISBN-13: 9781595820129

Review by Jilly Gee

In this world of the far future created by Hideyuki Kikuchi,
vampires are not just vampires; they are the Nobility. Having
stepped in to rescue the remaining bits of mankind left over from

their nuclear warfare, the vampires became their saviors and their masters, thus
claiming for themselves such a title. The nature of mankind is not to just let themselves
be ruled, however, and as soon as the Nobility began to show signs of weakness, the
humans rebelled. The Nobility fell. While they are not as prominent as they once were,
they are still out there. As strong as humans make themselves out to be, they are still
terrified of the Nobility.

And so, the exceptionally brave and the incredibly skilled took up a profession known
as "vampire hunter". Doris Lang, out looking for just such a person, encounters a
handsome man, who looks around the age of 17. While he calls himself a vampire
hunter, it is obvious that he is much more than just that. What he is exactly, however,
remains a mystery, as he will not even reveal his real name, opting just to have people
call him "D". Readers, however, are given hints to his origins; whether they are red
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herrings or actual clues, remains to be seen. Being the first of a multi-volume series, it
is unlikely that such secrets would be revealed so soon.

Just because it is the first in a series, however, does not mean that the story told in this
first novel feels unfinished. While there is the overarching story of D and his
background to be dealt with, Doris's story fits quite neatly into this first volume. Though
she is brave and skilled herself, she recognizes her limits and hires D to defeat the
vampire that would inevitably come to claim her, having made his mark on her. Like the
best hero stories, it is full of action, suspense, and even a slight bit of romance. Many
battles are described within this one novel, yet each one feels uniquely different. The
characters revealed new moves and techniques with every page, surprising readers
with their outcomes. The problems that cropped up to keep D by Doris's side did not
seem at all contrived or drawn out; everything flowed naturally within the story, one
problem tying in well with another.

I was once told that it takes both a writer and a translator in order to translate a story
from another language into something people will actually feel inclined to read. A
translator may do a good job of getting the meaning of things across, but leave the
actual translated writing a bit bland. A good writer on the other hand, would not be able
to accomplish much without knowing the meanings of the original words. The translator
for this novel, Kevin Leahy, does his job exceptionally well, all things considered. Not
once did I stop while reading and think to myself that such and such is phrased
awkwardly and then make the excuse that it's because it's translated. All the
descriptions had a surprising amount of detail that I wasn't used to seeing in translated
light novels from Japan. Whether this speaks more for the writer or the translator, I
cannot say. In any case, Vampire Hunter D not only contains enough action to satisfy
the restless and enough suspense to keep even the know-it-alls guessing, but it
presents all this in finely worded detail.
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Kiss Blue vol. 1
Story and Art: Keiko Kinoshita
Published by Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-716-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-716-6

Review by Kris

Falling in love with your best friend that you've had since
childhood is not a new concept in the world of romance. It is
especially popular in the yaoieverse (yes I just made that word
up, lay off!). In Kiss Blue vol. 1 it is the introduction to

Tomosaka and Noda and their relationship.

Noda is an obvious womanizer and dates several women at one time. Tomosaka is
single and is very sensible. He values his friendship with Noda above anything else.
One day he realizes that the feelings of contempt he felt towards the women that came
in contact with Noda are the feelings of jealousy. OMG! He's fallen in love with his best
friend. Instead of putting a strain on their friendship Tomosaka becomes distant and
doesn't spend as much time with Noda. Noda notices that Tomosaka is avoiding him
and tries to smooth the situation. Noda kind of forces Tomosaka to recognize his
feelings and confess them. They end up getting it on. Does their friendship end? Will
Noda accept Tomosaka's feelings?

This is the first Keiko Kinoshita-sensei work that I've read. Kinoshita-sensei also wrote
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Little Cry Baby and You and Harujion. I really am apathetic towards this story.
The art doesn't stand out, and neither does the story. The falling in love with your
childhood friend who happens to be of the same sex is the basis of so many yaoi
stories it can get really tiring if you don't have a gripping tale. The characters don't have
much personality and there really isn't much there to draw you into the story. The only
things that I can say I liked about this manga is that it is just one story instead of a
bunch of one shots or one longer main story with a shorter story at the end. Also, since
this is a Juné release it is of a larger trim size and has a gorgeous dust jacket. Sadly I
only recommend this story to those who don't mind boring stories, or Kinoshita-
sensei's art.
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Red Angel vol.1
Story and Art: Makoto Tateno
Published by Digital Manga Publishing
ISBN-10: 1-56970-724-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-724-1

Review by Kris

According to the back of the book:

"Demons walk among us.

From the streets of modern day New York and the hallways of a Japanese high school
to the confines of a British boys' school dormitory, Mika and her twin persona, Eru,
have stalked and hunted. The two are vampires - creatures driven by their thirst for
blood.

A fateful encounter with the enigmatic Kinsei reveals a clue to a forgotten past. Mika
remembers nothing, but Eru knows of a shared past with Kinsei. Though Kinsei seems
like a vampire, he also hints at being something more. Are Mika and Eru merely
creatures of darkness, or like Kinsei, are they something more ancient and powerful?

Mysteries, intrigues, and a hint of drama unravel in this two-volume masterpiece by
Makoto Tateno."
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It must be vampire season and it's not even Halloween yet. Oh well! Red Angel vol.
1 is the first of two books by the uncomparable Makoto Tateno-sama. It's the tale of
Mika and her twin persona Eru and their exploits as vampires. But Mika and Eru aren't
typical vampires. Instead of changing into bats or cats, they have a pair of crimson
wings. Not only that, they seem to have somewhat of a conscience.

Mika is drop dead gorgeous and is a bit intimidating at the Japanese high school that
she attends. There is one girl who befriends her though. Sadly Mika betrays the
friendship and feeds. She does have ettiquette though and only takes a small amount
of blood and doesn't change her friend.

After hurting her friend she and Eru move to New York City. There is a reckless
vampire who is draining all of the blood from their victims. Since Mika has a
conscience, of sorts, she and Eru decide to try and figure out who might be the
vampire who is misbehaving.

Once the mystery is solved they head to jolly olde England. Mika meets with two other
vampires that she met while in New York and they head to a theatre. Mika, not knowing
what is going on, finds out that is a vampire gathering. A guest arrives and tells a
terrible tale. Mika recognizes the goodness in the guest and chooses not to participate
in the gathering.

Eru and Mika go back to Japan and here is where they meet Kinsei. Something is
different about Kinsei.He doesn't seem to be your typical vampire. He also has a pair
of crimson wings and seems to know Mika/Eru. Mika doesn't remember him but Eru
knows something. Will Mika figure out who Kinsei is? Will she remember what her true
identity is? Be sure to read it to find out.

Makoto Tateno-sama is one of my three favorite mangaka. Her art is so clean and
tight. She has an amazing eye for detail. The style is truly original. Tateno-sama is
amazing. I was so excited to read this story. Not only is it stunning to look at but the
story keeps you riveted. I've never been much of a vampire story fan, but because this
is Tateno-sama were talking about there is no way that I would miss it. I'm glad that
read it. It is so gripping and there are so many twists and turns I don't think that I'll be
able to wait until September for the second, and final, volume to come out. I am so
anxious! As always Digital Manga does an excellent job. This isn't a yaoi story so
anyone can read it, even though Tateno-sama is known for her awesome boys' love
stories, her shoujo works are just as fantastic. I give this manga two thumbs up and if I
had more thumbs they would go up too. This is one highly recommended manga even
if you don't like vampire stories. If you choose not to read this work, you are really
missing out on beautiful art and a gripping and interesting story.
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Pathos vol. 1
Story and art: Mika Sadahiro
Published by Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-560-7
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-560-5

Review by Kris

It must be vampire month at DMP. First it's Necratoholic by
Maguro Wasabi, then it's Red Angel vol. 1 by Makoto Tateno,
finally Pathos by Mika Sadahiro. Pathos is the tale of two
vampires who adopt a human boy.

King is a caring and kind older brother. J is a mondo jerk. Ace is our main man who is
human, but desires to become a vampire to be closer to J.

Initially J tries to avoid Ace by being unkind, but you can tell that there are some
emotions boiling right under the surface. Because J has a major desire to drain Ace of
his life force King decides to send Ace to boarding school in Boston. To seal Ace's
fate, the day before he leaves for America J partakes of Ace's blood.

While Ace is at school he finds himself using Dracula by Mary Shelley as a means to
help him pleasure himself. His roommate Rand decides to seduce Ace. By the time he
turns eighteen Ace has made up his mind to become a full vampire.
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We also learn how J becomes a vampire and how he tries to exact his revenge on his
captor.

Pathos is an interesting read. The very first page is some pretty steamy sex. When it
starts off so randy like this you never know if it just going to be sex, and more sex, and
lacking in story or it might just be a great read. I'm not a huge fan of vampire stories but
this one surprised me. It was gripping and now I am anxious to get my hands on the
second volume. Mika Sadahiro-sensei has an interesting art style. You are able to tell
the characters apart from one another and even though the eyes aren't as detailed as
other mangaka they are still expressive. My only issue is with King's hair. He has a
Robert Plant (Led Zepplin)/Roger Daltry (The Who) vibe going on. It's a little creepy.

This is of course a high quality release from Juné. It's a larger trim size, is very flexible,
and has a beautiful dust jacket. The copy that I have is a matte finish on the dust jacket
as opposed to the glossy finish that they usually do. I prefer the matte finish better, but
that's just me. I say check it out, it's worth the time and money and for someone who
doesn't really like the vampire thing to say that you ought to read it, it must be
somewhat worthwhile!
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A Foreign Love Affair 
Story and Art by Ayano Yamane
Published by 801 Media, Inc.

ISBN-10: 1-934129-18-6
ISBN-13: 978-1-934129-18-0

Review by Linda Yau

Ever since I had the opportunity to watch the OVA of A Foreign
Love Affair and learned of the anime being inspired by the
manga, I have been waiting impatiently for the manga to be

translated and finally it is. I have read parts of Ayano-sensei’s other works like The
Viewfinder or Crimson Spell and thought that this is a good side story while
waiting for the other two to be finished.

Brief retelling of the plot, Ranmaru Ohmi the heir of a Japanese yakuza group is on
board a cruise ship at Italy celebrating his marriage to Kaoru, daughter from a rival
yakuza clan. Ranmaru insists on regularly wearing the Japanese kimono and in Italy,
this makes a very strange sight. Eventually he gets fed up with the Italian’s pestering
him and this was how he met Albero Valentiano. Unknown to Ranmaru until later, Al
had fallen in love with him at first sight. Al kept Ranmaru company, during what was to
be his first night with his wife, and they spent a night of passion together. Ranmaru,
later realizes that Al was the captain of the ship. This is where the OVA actually

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/62-9781934129180-0
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/62-9781934129180-0
http://www.801media.com/801/


Archived Entry - 05/12/2008: "Yaoi Review: A Foreign Love Affair"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000848.htm[4/27/2019 2:56:27 PM]

concludes.

The manga adds more dimensions to the characters in the story that the anime didn’t
cover as well. Not to spoil much for readers of this book, I can say that in the latter part
of this one book story, there are actually scenes similar to The Viewfinder when Al
goes to save Ranmaru.

The art for this manga is drawn with great detail and top of the line, as expected from
Ayano-sensei. Since the graphic novel is also released by 801 media, I knew that I
would be expecting steamy scenes and I was not disappointed at all. There are plenty
of hot scenes in the book, well worth it for the price of $15.95. Quite sad to actually see
it sold out at Amazon.com. Until the press and publisher prints out more books, then
that means that not a lot of people at this time would know this excellent graphic novel.

The only thing that really disappointed me was how short the story actually was.
Perhaps, and I am crossing my fingers here, if the mangaka is finished with her other
series then she could go back to drawing a second book or so for this story.

Following A Foreign Love Affair is a delightful one-shot, titled The Love Guide.
Professor Hirotaka Takaoka is an anti-social person whose mother tries to set him up
in marriage interviews. Takaoka is a little fed up by the interviews, until he meets Tohru
Serizawa, the matchmaker. Takaoka feels that any further interactions with Serizawa
won’t be as boring as it was. They relationship takes off subtly until it ended sweetly
with the couple in bed.
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Say Please
Story and art: Kano Miyamoto
Publisher: Deux Press
ISBN: 978-1934496176

Review by Cat

For me, there are three interesting things about Say Please:

1. it's the first from Deux Press that I had.
2. it's the first Kano Miyamoto title published in English that I had.
3. Say Please is the only Miyamoto story I haven't read. Or so I
thought.

When I began reading Say Please, I thought, "It seems familiar..." A bit of
investigating has unearthed a nugget of info: Miyamoto's 2004 work is originally called
Please. Her body of works is so huge that it's almost impossible for me to keep track of
her stories, let alone remember all these titles. However it's two years since I read it,
so I had largely forgotten what the story is about, which is a good thing.

But when I saw that the characters of the main story were Sakura and Ryoichi and that
Ryu the main character of an oneshot included, I wasn't keen on continuing with the
read because I thought they might be part of Kano's sprawling storyline that spans
roughly ten years, which her devoted fans named 'the Rules universe'.
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So named because of the heart in this universe: the three-volume story, Rules, which
largely revolves around the lives of four major characters: Hikaru, Atori, Yuki, and the
legendary Tooru.

From here on, Kano produces many spin-off stories and side stories that bring out the
gritty details of their lives: their pasts, some incidents to explain why they are what they
are or want to be, and other people - including Ryu of A Bird at Sea, A Door in
the Sky, the oneshot from this volume, Say Please - that directly affect their lives.

I do not like reading stories out of chronological order. I'm the kind who's willing to wait
until a series - if it's heavily depended on a time-line to make the story works - is
completed. I once waited three years for a two-volume series to complete because I
knew the second volume takes place before volume one. That's how inflexible I can
be. But when I ordered a copy of Say Please, I mistakenly assumed that it wasn't
part of the Rules universe. Mostly because I thought no publisher would want to publish
such a large amount of works related to this universe. (Hey, I'm largely new to
published English manga, so I'm still learning, all right?)

Further investigations reveal that it's only the Ryu story that is directly related to the
Rules universe and that, chronologically, his story is the beginning of the Rules time-
line. Also, my original belief that Ryoichi of Rain was part of the central universe was
due to me confusing him with a certain Rules character who has a similar name.
Actually, I think Kano used this name like, four times in her body of works, but I
digress. Yay! With that in mind, I carried on reading Say Please.

Say Please consists a four-chapter story, an oneshot, and a gag-like short.

The story of Sakura and Ryoichi: Rain, Come Inside, Play With Me, and
Dreamscape

The story opens with 27-year-old taciturn Sakura Shinji in a generic hotel room with
Ryoichi, an easy-going, pretty 21-year-old 'Boy' (male prostitute). A polite conversation
about the rain and Ryoichi's goofiness spark something inside Sakura, which somehow
has him asking for Ryoichi's phone number. Soon Sakura hires Ryoichi to live with him
for a week during summer school holiday. From there their client-boy relationship
evolves to something possibly more. However, there are some things that stand in their
way. Such as Sakura's past love, ability to communicate and his career as well as
Ryoichi's own issues regarding Sakura.

This four-chapter story spans over six months that chronicles the developments of a
relationship between Sakura and Ryoichi. Basically, there isn't much to the plot. It's
pretty much along the line of "getting to know to you; defining our relationship; please
learn to say 'I love you' to me; and finding and adapting to a new phase of life". But it's
a character-driven story that revolves around a series of seemingly casual
conversations. That's what makes it work. For me, at least. And somewhat.

It's quite hard to sum up my reaction toward this four-chapter story because a) I have
seen better from Miyamoto and b) I don't have it in me to poke holes at it because,
comparing with other stories available on the shelves, it's such a low-key story that
basically goes with the flow. I mean, how can you poke holes in a slice of life or rather,
something that's, despite its low-key intensity and slow-burn angst, so laid-back? You
just can't. Well, I can't.
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So there isn't much to say about the story as a whole. It has its moments of humour,
sweetness, tension, and vulnerability. Sex scenes are somewhat strange because it
would be categorised as "yaoi" as these are somewhat graphic and yet, have the feel
of "shounen-ai". I think it's due to how they manage to hold level-headed
conversations throughout this kind of sessions (there are two or three brief sexual
situations). It's almost clinical, in a way, but not so that it seems cold. Conversations
dominate the story, so almost everything else including sex take the back seat. Even
so, I'd categorise this story as "light yaoi".

I suppose it's so low-key that it makes it forgettable, but it's poignant and "real" enough
to make it unforgettable. Yeah, it's basically a sweet story where you'd root for both
characters to figure it all out with fewest difficulties as possible. Frankly, if it wasn't for
Ryoichi who's so likeable that you cannot help but like him, the story would be pretty
much average. However, comparing with other manga in English available, it's
something that those who want more than just sex, comedy and romance from BL
manga that we have these days will want to read.

Actually, it's worth getting for those who want something different.

The story of Ryu: A Bird at Sea, a Door in the Sky

Seventeen-year-old Utsumi Ryu has just moved to a coastal town where he still
doesn't feel fit in. He's tense that people might find out about a life-altering incident in
his past because he knows their discovery will drive him out of the town to another
place, like how it's happened many times before.
His unexpected brief encounter with a dog introduces him to a Japanese-speaking
American writer who eventually introduces Ryu to a way that could help him to come to
terms with his past and to an entirely new aspect of life. And a possible way out of
Ryu's current situation.

Urgh. I dreaded reading this because it left such an impact on me that I never read it
again. That was two years ago, though, so I thought perhaps it'd be different this time
round. Is it? Let's put this way: yes, but for wrong reasons. The original is much more
powerful than this version.

It might be just me, but I think it's largely due to Deux Press's decision to remove all
traces of Ryu's legendary kansaiben. It's a distinctive Japanese dialect that many
mangaka and film makers like to use in their works. Kinda like how it is with writers,
cartoonists and filmmakers for the Scottish accent (it's a Glaswegian accent, actually,
but it's mostly recognised around the world as 'Scottish').

I suppose the removal makes reading easier to bear, but I think it has lessened the
depth of Ryu's alienation from his peers. It makes Ryu's awkwardness and asocial
attitude hard to understand or sympathise with sometimes. Also, Deux Press hasn't left
anything to show American writer Stephan's habit of switching between English and
Japanese, which is a shame because it could add to the confusion and sense of the
'them and us' mentality that might be the reason why Ryu allows himself to get close to
the American, just enough for them to end up in a sexual situation that I'd classify as
'light yaoi'.

The removal has basically made the story average. Or rather, yet another angst-filled
story about a boy and his struggle to come to terms with something emotionally
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affecting. I think readers who aren't familiar with the Rules universe, let alone the story
of Ryu, might find this story poignant enough to consider it a good read. So I think, in
this case, ignorance is bliss.

A brief return to Sakura and Ryoichi: Close Encounters
Sakura and Ryoichi attempt to handle this replica of an ancient figurine that Sakura
found at work.

It's so short that I can't say any more than this: it amuses me. It's a short, sweet in a
dorky way, and funny take on a goofy situation. It also contains an Easter egg of some
kind, e.g. Miyamoto's long-standing interest that appears in some of her works. That
itself makes this fun.

All in all, Say Please is not one of Miyamoto's strongest works, but it makes a worthy
addition to any BL reader's collection for two solid reasons: comparing with what's out
there, it's an above average work and especially through Ryu's story, it's part of the
Rules universe where it could hook you and never let you go.
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Party
Story and art: Tatsumi Kaiya
Publisher: June, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc
ISBN-10: 1569707790
ISBN-13: 978-1569707791

Review by Cat

I thought a character chart on the first page was a nice touch.
Mostly because at a glance, Kaiya's characters seem to look
alike. However, when I reached the end I was a little confused, so
I double checked by creating a list of characters from the story

and comparing it with the flow chart. Half of those characters don't appear in the story
itself.

Only then did I bother to read mangaka Kaiya's afterword that I learnt Party is part of
an ongoing series since 1996 and that the original name of this book is Let's Kiss and
Hold Hands. Kaiya makes a note that she hasn't edited it much for the English version.
The chronological-order freak in me isn't that happy, but still.

The story opens with Mamoru Iishi making a love confession to his college friend,
Natsuki Suigura, who immediately says yes. Mamoru, surprised, accepts that he's now
in a relationship with Natsu. Easy-going Natsu takes their relationship in stride while
getting on with their life at a college of the arts where they study art and design.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569707790
http://liheliso.org/
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http://www.junemanga.com/
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Meanwhile Mamoru begins to be paranoid. It seems to be too good to be real and this
feeling of insecurity - and a growing suspicion that Natsu might be secretly in love with
his cousin, Kei - begins to haunt him to the point where it affects their relationship.

All the while their college friends - including their former high school friend Hime;
Natsu's cousin and childhood friend Kei - around them begin to interfere, on purpose or
by accident, the supposedly smooth sailing of their new relationship. Especially Hime
who, for reasons known only to her, meddles with their relationship by providing,
feeding and withholding information and suggestions. This mostly increases Mamoru's
insecurity.

How will it all work out in the end? Will Natsu get fed up and dump Mamoru for being
such a nit? What's Hime up to, anyway? How about the mysterious Kei? Is he as lonely
as he looks? Will there be someone in the waiting for him?

On the whole, these questions will have the answers, but satisfactorily? No. There is a
very few that actually requires me to check or re-read to remind myself how certain
something goes or to find a name of someone. It's quite difficult to remember almost
anything about Party.

It's not even that bad. It's just bland, even though it's not quite that bland. I think it
suffers from too many walk-on characters and Mamoru's irritating tendency to navel
gaze and to make a mountain out of a molehill. And Natsu's weird blindness to
Mamoru's stupidity issues. Actually, when I think about it, there isn't any real plot nor
character development. Nothing much for me to chomp on for this review, really. It's
just there. I think the short side story involving Natsu's cousin Kei is more interesting
than the main story in a way.

On top of that when I read this story, there were some puzzling random references. I
didn't know until I read Kaiya's afterword at end of the book that it's part of an ongoing
series since 1996. She also ssays she hasn't edited this much, which I think is a
mistake because it'd sort out the continuity issue. However, since I haven't read her
other works, I had to withdraw the 'confusing!' comment. Well, as a standalone, it is a
bit confusing, especially whenever a character refers to a person or incident that
doesn't appear in this story at all. This makes it a frustrating read.

It's a pity, really, as I expected more. I don't quite know what exactly I expected, to be
honest. Perhaps it's my expectations that make it a mildly disappointing read. I think
when I received this book, I for some reason expected it to be a meaty read and got a
skinny bone instead. It's a strange expectation, considering that I hadn't - I think - read
her works before. I think it's to do with the fact that I'm a design graduate that got me
expecting more. I'm not sure, to be honest. It's no one's fault but mine.

All in all, it looks nice, it reads nice, it sounds nice, and it feels nice. And that's all to it,
really. In other words Party is only good for a day when there's nothing to read. Art-
wise, it's easy on the eye, which has to be counted for something.

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
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Nana
Directed by Kentaro Otani
Based on a manga by Ai Yazawa
Distributed by Viz Media

Review by Jilly Gee

Nana Komatsu is naive, somewhat selfish, and very bubbly.
Nana Osaki is willful, proud, and withdrawn. When the two girls
with the same name yet vastly different personalities meet on the
train, it is the beginning of what Komatsu believes to be a fated
relationship. Indeed, the meeting on the train would have been

the end of their relationship, with Osaki walking off without a word and Komatsu being
distracted by her old school friends, if the two had not been apartment hunting a couple
of days later at the exact same time. Komatsu instantly takes to the idea of sharing the
apartment, despite not knowing anything about Osaki herself; Osaki, on the other
hand, seems to accept being roommates partly out of spite for her realtor.

Despite how their personalities contrast, this is not the beginning of an odd-couple-like
relationship, with one getting on the nerves of the other. They are more like pieces of a
puzzle, different, yet fitting together well. There are no life shattering events or
outlandish drama that bring the two girls closer together; they naturally bond as do all
people in life that spend significant amounts of time with each other.

As a movie about two young women is wont to have, there are subplots involving their

http://vizmedia.com/products/products.php?product_id=7864
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romantic struggles. Komatsu's relationship with her boyfriend, despite her optimism, is
rather obvious to viewers that it is rapidly coming to an end. Because of this
apparentness, viewers in that case are mostly just waiting for the this end, to see what
Komatsu will take away from this experience. Osaki's relationship is by far the more
intriguing one, as the viewers are not told outright what happened between her and her
boyfriend. Instead, we are given glimpses into past moments of her relationship, not in
chronological order, but in scenes to match the scenario at hand. With these glimpses,
viewers learn more about Osaki, the facets of her personality, and how she came to be
where she is.

It is not what the girls accomplish with their lives that satisfies viewers and leaves them
with warm fuzzies after having finished the movie; it is the deep relationship that Nana
and Nana have formed. In fact, there is nothing particularly noteworthy about their own
lives. Komatsu doesn't magically become better at her job just because she has
undergone a couple of life-changing experiences and Osaki doesn't instantly hang up
her pride just because Komatsu helped her delve into the problems of her past
relationship. They still have problems, but they have each other to deal with the
problems.
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Love*Com
Directed by Kitaji Ishikawa 
Based on manga by Aya Nakahara 
Distributed by Viz Media

Review by Linda Yau

If you were a girl, would you fall in love with a guy shorter than
you? Or if you were a guy would you fall in love with a girl taller
than you? This double question was the starting point in the
movie Love*Com.

Risa Koizumi is the tallest girl at her class, while Atsushi Otani is the shortest guy at
classmates. Their names puns their heights, with Koizumi meaning “Little Spring” and
Otani meaning “Big Valley.” This didn’t spell good beginning for the leads. At first they
were unfriendly classmates to having a tentative friendship being after they found out
their common love of a very unusual and fictional rap star (Umibozu). Their friends
have never heard of this singer, so it didn’t help when they were trying to explain the
appeal of a very emo and egoistic rap singer.

Time in the movie is shown passing with the four seasons and school year, so it was
after Winter of Year 1, when Risa started to have a crush on Otani. She confesses, but
is semi-rejected by the very dense Otani. Risa spends the next year or so trying to
forget her crush on Otani. It wasn’t until the appearance of a cute new young assistant
homeroom teacher to get relationship of Risa and Otani rolling with a very sweet
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ending.

Love*Com also known by the title, Lovely Complex currently has a movie, anime
and graphic novel series. The graphic novel and movie is being distributed in the U.S.
while the anime series is not licensed as of yet. There is no theater release of this
movie, this is a DVD with only Japanese as a language with English subtitles. There
are some funny extras, so upon watching the movie, it nice to see more spoofs in the
extras. 

There were some points that I didn’t like about this movie though, such as the
introduction of the new homeroom teacher so late in the movie. It seemingly dragged
on the movie and I didn’t enjoy that as much. What I really liked about the movie
though was two points, watching the Japanese summer festival, and watching a
wonderful supporting cast of comedy actors. Their acting was all done nicely, making
Love*Com a good movie.

Lastly before I get too repetitive, I would recommend this cute romanticized film to
anyone interested in a laugh and not minding the chick flick tendency. There are many
puns and Japanese culture reference which can be seen as strange, but don’t worry.
Just sit back and enjoy the movie. I know that I did.

For more information about the series and manga, itself here's the Wikipedia link.
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An Infamous Army
A novel of Love, War, Wellington and Waterloo 
by Georgette Heyer.
Originally published in the United Kingdom in 1937 by William
Heinemann, reissued by Sourcebooks, Inc. 2007.

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

"I have got an infamous army; 
Very weak and ill-equipped, 
And a very inexperienced staff."
Wellington to Lt. Gen. Lord Stewart, G.C.B., 8th May 1815

So begins this epic novel by Georgette Heyer, with a quote from the Duke of
Wellington, a modest man and a brilliant strategist, ultimately responsible for winning
the Battle of Waterloo, Napoleon Bonaparte's last stand. Ms. Heyer sprinkles quotes
from Wellington throughout the novel in an attempt to authenticate this historic
romance by letting the general speak for himself. Her attempt was successful, in fact a
little too much, as the story tends to drag whenever she writes about the war itself. In
my humble opinion, she doesn't write enough about the romance. Speaking of which...

It is the summer of 1815 in the city of Brussels, and Napoleon Bonaparte is marching
from the north to retake the throne of France, after escaping from exile on the island of
Elba. Brussels is filled with English soldiers and their families, among them the
infamous Lady Barbara Childe. Lady Barbara, or Bab to her friends, is a red-haired

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781402210075
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widow of twenty-five who was married at seventeen to a gentleman three times her
age to oblige her family. Fortunately for her the gentleman died within three years after
they tied the knot. Now she is free to make up for lost time, which she does with a
vengeance. Beautiful, flirtatious, and outrageous in her manner and dress (she wears
thin, gauzy gowns over underwear which has been moistened to cling to every curve,
which was considered scandalous back then), Bab is accustomed to having men
cluster around her like bees around a brilliant blossom.

Dashing young Colonel Charles Audley, a brown-haired hunk who looks gorgeous in
hussar uniform, is one of Wellington's aides-de-camp (the poor duke is surrounded by
well-born young men in uniform from well-connected families who insist that their sons
be given a place on Wellington's staff, no matter how inexperienced they are). When he
meets Lady Barbara at a ball on his first night in Brussels, he loses his heart to her. He
tells her that he loves her after their first dance, and even proposes to her the following
morning while they are riding together on the Allee Verte outside of town. Bab, of
course, doesn't take him seriously, being used to young men who swear eternal
devotion after being exposed to her charms (that wet underwear beneath those thin
dresses does reveal a lot of those endearing young charms). Nevertheless, Charles
persists in his suit, elbowing aside the competition, which includes a shady Comte De
Lavisse whose fortune is much bigger than his, outwitting and outlasting the most
determined suitors until he convinces Bab to accept his proposal. But even a diamond
ring on her finger doesn't make the flighty Bab change her ways; she continues to flirt
and dance with her court of cavaliers, much to her fiancé's dismay and her family's
disapproval.

Meanwhile, Bonaparte is getting closer and closer to Brussels, throwing the local
citizens into a panic and causing most of the English civilians to evacuate in a mass
exodus. Eventually Colonel Audley must ride out with his regiment to the little town of
Waterloo where the little emperor has been sighted at the head of his army of
thousands. The English army is outnumbered three to one, and even with the aid of
their Prussian and Dutch allies, who are terribly disorganized, the odds don't look too
good for them. Only after the wounded start pouring into town does Lady Barbara
realize where her love and loyalties really lie, as she searches anxiously among the
bloodstained, injured soldiers for her Charles, along with all the other women left in
town, who leave the relative comfort and safety of their houses to nurse the wounded
while war rages only a few miles away.

This book is so chockfull of romance and war, it might as well be an English version of
Margaret Mitchell's "Gone With The Wind", another epic novel about a beautiful,
headstrong woman and a dashing man who fall in love during a great war. But I'm sure
that Ms. Mitchell didn't go into as much detail describing the events of the Civil War as
Ms. Heyer does, nor did she bother to include direct quotations from the letters of
General Robert E. Lee or other Confederate officers. Even though "An Infamous Army"
is much shorter than "Gone With The Wind', I'll swear it took me twice as long to read
it, on account of all the boring warfare that Heyer insists upon recounting in as much
loving detail as the description of the green spangled gown her heroine wears the first
time we see her in print.

It is a handsome book, 493 pages with a portrait of British redcoats on the cover and a
provocative profile of a lady in a low-cut gown above them, which I found most
unsatisfactory. I would have liked to see an artist's conception of the beautiful Lady
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Barbara swirling around the dance floor in the arms of her young colonel, wearing that
green gown beside his red uniform. All the reissued Georgette Heyer novels got a
facelift for the American market (the last one I reviewed, "Black Sheep" had a picture
on the cover of a laughing lady in a lovely green silk gown that looked like it came from
a classic portrait; I only wish they had mentioned which one!), but the one for "An
Infamous Army" doesn't do it justice. This book also reminded me of a classic movie,
one of those big-budget Hollywood romances of the 1930's starring Merle Oberon and
Douglas Fairbanks, where the acting is over the top and the battle scenes are
horrendous, but mercifully brief. I only wish the same could be said of "An Infamous
Army". Maybe it's just me being patriotic, but I think Ms. Mitchell did a better job writing
about love during our War Between the States than Ms. Heyer did writing about love
during the Battle of Waterloo. I think I'm safe in saying that men as well as women
might find this particular novel fascinating, since it dwells upon the details of battle as
much as it does upon the romance between Lady Barbara and Lord Charles Audley.

If they ever decide to make this book into a TV movie, like the outstanding series of
Jane Austin romances that was recently shown on PBS, I do hope they cut the battle
scenes as ruthlessly as the French sabers cut through the English and their allies. Yes,
Ms. Heyer describes the brutality of war as well as the strategy, making the bloody
battle scenes so realistic that I had to look away from the pages quite a few times while
I was reading to collect myself. I'm not squeamish, but there's only so much mayhem I
can take, even in print. I'm glad I don't have to review books like this every day; I prefer
to escape from reality in a pretty romance full of fashion, fun, and folly, rather than the
hellish landscape of a countryside devastated by war.
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A Strange and Mystifying Story, Volume 1
By Tsuta Suzuki
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

I'll bet anyone who follows manga translations online know of
Tsuta Suzuki. She's relatively new but she is one of the best
debut manga artists, in my opinion. Licensing A Strange and
Mystifying Story is one of the best decisions Juné has ever made
and I am so happy to have a copy of it in my hands!

The main story in this manga is about Aki Yamane, whose family is cursed with a
strange illness. Because of this, everyone in the Yamane family die young. Just when
Yamane feels like he might be on his deathbed, he finds the strange fossil tooth that
his grandfather pointed to before he died. When he held it in his hands, the tooth grew
into a demon.

There's so many great things to say about this story, I suppose I'll just list. A Strange
and Mystifying Story has an excellent original premise. I don't remember the last time I
read about strange, mystical diseases. Predictably, that premise is just an excuse for
sex, because Setsu, the demon, finds it much easier to locate the curse in Yamane's
body when they're doing it. But surprisingly, there's not much sex shown in the story,
and when it is shown, it only takes up a couple of frames. And even more surprising is
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the fact that it's not an angst fest. You'd think that with a storyline involving an incurable
disease and a curse, it'd be full of angst. Instead, Suzuki produces a romantic comedy.
The ending of the first volume is very sweet and there's an optimistic outlook for
Yamane and Setsu.

Suzuki's characters are all fun to be around. Yamane is a bit prone to outbursts, but I'm
willing to explain it away as his inability to accept the fact that a demon is living with
him. And it's so adorable to watch him pretend he doesn't like having sex with Setsu
when it's obvious he does. He might blame it on Setsu's alluring smell, but everyone
knows he honestly loves being around Setsu. Setsu himself is a funny demon. He has
a good heart, even though Yamane tries not to see it. It doesn't help his case that he
comes off as a pervert, always groping Yamane and walking around naked and
carefree.

There's also a host of helpful and supportive co-workers from Yamane's job. Tet is
Yamane's childhood friend and the person Yamane has a crush on. He acts like
Yamane's big brother and is generally a nice guy. Director Minamiura is a funny
middle-aged man whose first love was Setsu. You'll see why because he loves telling
people allll about it. Sasaki is their only female co-worker and gets easily offended if
the guys don't include her in whatever they're up to. Yamane's friends are all funny
people and they liven up the manga.

There are two more short stories in addition to the main one. "Nylon Vinyl" is about
Kuroki, a teacher working in a high school. He notices a student named Tachikawa
who's always aloof and hanging out by himself in the supply room, so he decides to
become his friend. This story was also very nice. Usually teacher/student relationships
are just lust --> sex, but this one is a bit different and has more depth to it. Kudos to
Suzuki! The other short story, "Is There No God or Buddha?" is a historical piece.
Ginta is a carpenter and works hard making carvings and woodworks. One day he
comes home from work and finds a scruffy looking boy lying unconscious in his house.
Ginta nurses the boy, Sohta, back to health and promptly kicks him out. But Sohta's
persistent and the next day he's back at Ginta's house.

Suzuki has a way with characters that makes them realistic and come alive. Her style
is also very appealing. The characters are tall, almost willowy, and I like the chiseled
look, with the angular cheekbones and jaws. Very attractive. All in all, she puts together
an excellent manga, with a deft style that compliments the storyline very well.

A Strange and Mystifying Story is a great first volume and I happily recommend it
everyone. I know the second volume will also live up to this first, and hopefully we find
out about how Setsu came to be helping Yamane and his ancestors.
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Endless Rain
By Yuuya
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Endless Rain is a disappointing volume. It might have worked
better if the story was split into two or three volumes, but as it is
now, all the plot points are cramped together and a lot of integral
details are left out.

The story starts off with Akira's mother's death. Akira and his
younger brother Nao are in a bad situation now. Even though

Akira has a job, they'll be living alone on a meager income and Nao is blind and so has
special needs. A srange man brings Nao to Akira at the hospital to see their mother
one last time. It is raining.

At the funeral, a lot of relatives are worried about how Akira and Nao will live on after
this and Akira assures them that they will be fine. They all talk about how Jun'ichirou
Kasuga, Akira's father, left Akira and his family because Akira was an illegitimate child.
Near the end of the funeral, a messanger from Jun'ichirou Kasuga, Kyouya Hyougami,
arrives to deliver money for funeral costs. Akira hates Kyouya because Kyouya is his
father's employee, but Nao really likes him so Akira tries not to let his hatred show too
much. It is raining.
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Kyouya forces Akira and Nao to come live with Kasuga, and Kasuga puts him in
charge of the two brothers. Akira sees more of Kyouya's bad sides when Kyouya
makes Akira have sex with him so Nao can go to a good school. The company Kyouya
is in charge of also buys out the company Akira was previously working with and the
hospital that Akira and Nao usually go to. Akira is pissed, but Kyouya offers to give the
hospital employees jobs at another place if Akira has more sex with him, so Akira
agrees.

In addition to the fact that there is so much of this forced sex to make you choke,
there's absolutely no plausible or believable plot to pad it with. Kyouya only rapes Akira
because he loves him? Guh? Why does he love him? We never find out. Then Akira
begins falling for Kyouya because he sees Kyouya acting nice and concerned on a few
occassions. Still, that is a very few occassions. Kyouya is an all-around jerk who uses
any means necessary to achieve his end. He doesn't care about other people, aside
from Akira because he loooves Akira. And suddenly he wants to ruin Jun'ichirou
Kasuga and put Akira in his place as chairman. Since when is Akira qualified for a
chairman position? There's a lot of other little unexplained threads throughout this
story, such as how suddenly everyone agrees with Kyouya and wants Akira as
chairman even though they don't even know him, and how Kyouya manages to survive
a fatal wound, or why/how Yuuichirou (Akira's half brother and Jun'ichirou's legitimate
heir) became insane. There's also that cheesy part about how it's always raining when
Kyouya is around. What would make it slightly less cheesy was if the endless rain
represented Akira's tumultous situation in life and how a lot of things are out of his
control. Instead the rain represents Kyouya.

Nevertheless, there are some good aspects of this manga. I know why Endless Rain
was licensed and it sure wasn't because of the story. The art is phenomenal and it's
obvious just from the front cover. Yuuya draws like a lot of shoujo manga artists, and
gives her characters really big teary eyes. But unlike a lot of shoujo manga artists, her
characters have full, pouty, sexy lips. I like her style of exaggerating the features. It's
very appealing! I just hope she comes up with better storylines in the future. Or take
more time with the ones she does come up with and pace it out better so she can add
in more details instead of leaving loose ends and plot holes all over the place.

Replies: 1 Comment

My impression was that Kyouya was raping/blackmailing Akira into having sex with him
because he hated Akira's father Jun'ichirou and was systematically working his way
through Jun'ichirou's heirs in order to discredit them and/or figure out which one of
them would make the best weapon against their father. (He also seduced Akira's
legitimate half-sister and mentally unstable half-brother.) Why he took such an overtly
non-consensual approach when dealing with Akira (he seems to have been less crass
in his approach to the other two), and why he then fell in love with Akira in the process
of using him to bring down his father was left unclear. (The mangaka did give some
reason for Kyouya's hatred of Jun'ichirou which seemed relatively plausible at the time,
but I can't recall what it was at the moment.)

Posted by Marfisa @ 05/15/2008 02:17 AM PST
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The Prime Minister's Secret Diplomacy, Volume 1
By Youka Nitta
Published by 801 Media

Review by Ryes

The Prime Minister's Secret Diplomacy is one of Youka Nitta's
latest works and it is awesome, just like her other works! I really
didn't expect any less from one of the great yaoi triumvirates (i.e.
Youka Nitta, Ayano Yamane, Kazuma Kodaka).

Koushi Yoshinaga is a celebrated diplomat from Japan and his
skills can't be matched. Just recently, he became engaged to Michiko Shiraishi, the
daughter of one of the most influential diplomats in Japan. Tomohiro Shiraishi,
Michiko's brother is assigned as a translator and his work brings him in contact with
Yoshinaga. But Tomohiro finds out secrets about Yoshinaga that could ruin both
Yoshinaga's career and his engagement with Tomohiro's sister.

Secret Diplomacy bears some surface resemblances to her earlier works, but the core
of it is very different. Like Embracing Love and The Sound of My Voice, the uke in
Secret Diplomacy is older than the seme, but that's where it ends. Minister Yoshinaga
is not all smiles and closeted like Yumi from Sound of My Voice and he's not thoughtful
and introspective like Iwaki from Embracing Love. Yoshinaga is shrewd and a great
actor and liar. He knows how to manipulate others into doing what he wants and he
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has a way with words that helps him get top positions like the one he has now. He's
also not ashamed about his sexuality. He goes out clubbing and doesn't deny it when
Tomohiro confronts him about it. Yoshinaga is the type of character that defies the
weepy, sensitive personality mold that ukes are cast into.

Tomohiro is also a very distinctive character. He does have morals... on the surface,
but he doesn't seem to have any qualms overcoming them. As much as he fights his
attraction to his future brother-in-law, his actions don't really reflect his intentions.
Tomohiro is very driven by emotions and he acts out on gut feelings. More like a less-
talk-more-action kind of person. If he thinks Yoshinaga is up to no good, he'll track him
down and berate him. Even the sexual relationship between himself and Yoshinaga
was initiated by Tomohiro. All in all, I really like his type of take-action character. He
might be quick to words and action, but his intentions have always been good, even if
the results aren't what he wants.

The overall feel of Secret Diplomacy is not like your usual Nitta work. This doesn't
have anything to do with the entertainment industry and while ministers and diplomats
are still public figures, the dynamics are a lot more different. This manga is certainly
much more serious than Nitta's other works, and it's filled with secrets and political
intrigues. A lot more is at stake if these secrets are found out. Yoshinaga and Tomohiro
can't be open about their feelings because of the need to protect Yoshinaga's image
and the fact that Yoshinaga is engaged to Tomohiro's sister. Those aren't the only
issues that plague their relationship. Yoshinaga is full of mystery and Tomohiro feels
like he's only known a small part of who the minister is. Yoshinaga constantly throws
Tomohiro off balance with his unpredictable actions, but Tomohiro himself responds in
ways that Yoshinaga doesn't expect. I really like their relationship and the way they
play off of each other. Those two are one of the most intense and complicated pairings
Nitta has ever created.

The Prime Minister's Secret Diplomacy is bound to become a classic and a series
that's not to be missed! Volume 1 has just established Yoshinaga and Tomohiro's
relationship and I'm tuning in to the second volume to see where they take things.
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Don't Blame Me vol. 2
Story and Art: Yugi Yamada
Published by Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-740-5
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-740-1

Review by Kris

I'm not really in the mood to summarize the complicated plot of
Don't Blame Me vol. 1 here, so be sure to check out my
Don't Blame Me, vol 1 review. If you have a desire to read this
series (and I say you should read it) you'll definitely want to start

with the first book.

We start this book where the last one left off. Nakamura doesn't know what to do about
his feelings. Is he in love with Kaji? Why is he spilling his guts to Kujirai, in whom he is
extremely jealous of? Of course Kaji just happened to be on the other side of the door
hearing all of this. It's also cultural festival time. To make plans they all meet at the pub
that Kaji works at and the film club gains a new member, Yamazaki. She is crushing on
Kaji big time. Poor Nakamura, he now has to be jealous of two people - Kujirai and
Yamazaki. After a huge argument Nakamura musters up the courage and plants one
on Kaji.

Since they decided to make a funky horror film for their cultural festival project, life
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moves at a hectic pace. One day during filming Nakamura and Yamazaki go at each
other over Kuji. Man how would that be (as a single gal I really wouldn't know!) The set
collapses around them and Nakamura gets injured trying to push Yamazaki out of the
way. Kaji takes Nakamura to his apartment to take care of him, and realizes that he
also has feelings for Nakamura. How will this story play out? I don't want to spoil the
climax for you (get your minds out of the gutter, but if your reading yaoi it's already too
late) so I'm going to end the plot summary here! Now you'll have to go out and read
this series.

This was defintely worth the time I spent reading it. The story is so well told that I put
aside my attitudes about Yamada-sensei's art to the side. Besides, on the back cover
Tsuchiya and Miki's baby is so adorably drawn that I could be forgiving. After reading
this series I think I'm going to read more of Yamada-sensei's work. Plus the afterwords
by the author are so blooming funny! You get the high quality publishing from Juné and
the superb storytelling from Yugi Yamada-sensei, a winning team!
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Yaoi Gothic
By Yaoi Press Artists
Published by Yaoi Press

Review by Ryes

Yaoi Gothic is a collection of artwork from the artists of Yaoi
Press, an original English language yaoi publisher who
occasionally translates mangas not from Japan or Korea. There's
some good and bad aspects of the artbook, but I feel that this
could have been handled a lot better, considering there were

about four or five artists whose works were featured in here.

One of the downsides to this book is the black and white interior. Color images would
have been great, especially for some of the artists who were displayed. But I got over
this quickly. The artists made do with the monochromatic limitation and the shading
and patterns were excellent.

Laura Carboni is the artist featured on the cover and she's the reason I really got
this book. I was introduced to her stunning art through a book I read recently called
Gadarene. Laura Carboni did the cover art for the book and it was beyond stunning.
She managed to make the character Wira, who is a hermaphrodite, look both a male
and female at the same time. Her cover gave the book a unique appeal and made me
really want to read it. In Yaoi Gothic, her artwork is just as excellent. Her men tend to
be beefy and as much as I hate beefy looking men whose upper bodies look like

http://www.everythingyaoi.com/cgi-bin/shopper.cgi?preadd=action&key=CCABYAOIGOTHIC
http://liheliso.org/
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inverted triangles, I think her men are charming. She takes charge of her figures and
her backgrounds and creates stunning pieces. But I would've liked to see her mix
things up a bit. All her pictures are explicit (nothing to wonder at because every single
picture in this book is explicit), and there's plenty of sweat and other fluids. She draws
lots of threesomes. I noticed she has a fixation with mirrors and doing it up against a
wall/window/mirror. One of the things I liked about Carboni's cover for Gadarene is the
detail to the outfits that the characters were wearing. Carboni has an excellent eye for
detail and it's too bad that she can't show that off with this book. She does make the
backgrounds and accessories very beautiful though. She's an artist I would like to see
more of in the future.

Dany & Dany is the team of Italian artists whose works have become Yaoi Press
classics. The settings and characters in their pieces are a bit varied. They have some
historicals and some fantasies and they worked both themes very well. She had four
pieces in this book and in all but one of them, the characters are wearing some kind of
clothing while they do their business. The one exception where the characters weren't
wearing anything was a picture of two angels (or unknown winged beings). In this
case, she made a good choice to do away with clothing because the wings alone were
spectacular enough and eye-catching. She also toned down the background with this
one, too, which created a good effect. In the other pictures, I really liked the outfits, and
I admired the fact that she can pull off good facial expressions and body language.
Even though I haven't loved all of Dany & Dany's works in the past, there's no denying
that they are excellent artists.

Le Peruggine also offers four pieces in this book. I hadn't seen any of this artist's
works beforehand so I'm happy to discover a new artist. One thing that makes Le
Peruggine stand out in this collection is his shading technique. He's not like any of the
other artists in this collection in that his shading is not done in carefully mapped
spaces. He shades in gradients and the effect makes his pictures look smooth and (I
don't know how else to say it) glowy. Well, glowing characters are always a plus! Most
of his pictures are very sexy, especially his first one with an angel cornering a demon
up against a cliffside. The details of the wings and the feathers and the rocks and the
demon's irritated facial expression were all wonderful! His second piece is a little
strange; it didn't even seem like it was his compared to the other three. The last two
were good and had the dedication to details that I saw in the first one. Really, that first
one was beautiful. It makes me want to look up any mangas he drew.

Aside from Carboni, Dany & Dany and Le Peruggine, there was also another unknown
artist (most likely two because the styles seems to be different).

Unknown Artist 1: I don't care for her pictures. I think she drew the one with a guy
being done on a leopard print recliner, and the another one with a guy wearing lace
stockings. She drew typical anime faces except worse. There was also very limited to
no shading, especially in the first one. It was like looking at a one-dimensional image
and none of the characters popped. The impression they left on me was that they were
like bad fanart.

Unknown Artist 2: She drew the picture of a guy with small bat wings doing
another guy up against a brick wall. I like her figures slightly more than I do of
Unknown Artist 1's. They had good musculatures and she at least shades. The
background's not very imaginative though. It's a brick wall... I think this picture could've
done with a different and better background, seeing as how one of the characters have
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wings. The fantasy aspect could have be pushed further.

There were some things that were common to all the artists in this collection. Hair was
one of them. Why do all the men have long hair? Dany & Dany and Le Peruggine each
had one picture with short-haired guys but that doesn't change the fact that the rest of
the men have lush, flowing tresses to rival those of Rapunzel.

A lot of these images were fantasy or bondage. I would've liked a little more variation,
like sci-fi settings. But I can't really fault them on that; Yaoi Press offers mostly fantasy
titles and this art book reflects what Yaoi Press fans love.

I'm a little surprised not to see Kosen featured in this collection. I really expected it, as
that team is one of the first names you think of when someone says Yaoi Press (along
with Dany & Dany). Another disappointment with this collection was that there were
only 22 images, and one of them was just a larger black and white version of the cover
image. Yaoi Gothic is labeled as having 64 pages and that's really sad when only 22
pages are illustrations. The rest of it was miscellaneous previews and guides. One of
the Amazon reviewers seem to find those helpful to amateur artists, but I think the
illustrations really should have been the focus of this collection.

Yaoi Gothic does have some flaws but overall, it was thoughtfully put together. Some
of the artists displayed in this collection took great care with their images and it's worth
checking out.
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Don't Blame Me vol. 1
Story and Art: Yugi Yamada
Published by Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-741-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-741-8

Review by Kris

I've seen Yugi Yamada-sensei's books on the shelf at my local
Borders. I've seen them advertised in the back of several of my
other Juné manga. I've also read reviews on some of her titles.
But, here's my major confession, I've never read anything written

by Yamada-sensei. When we learn to read we're always taught not to judge a book by
it's cover. Well, when it came to Yamada-sensei I was judging the contents inside by
the cover. I must admit that even though I was not terribly impressed by the covers, I
was wrong.

Don't Blame Me is a two volume series. The first volume starts off by adorable
thirteen-year-old Makoto being dumped by his girlfriend. Now, not only is Makoto
girlfriendless, but he's stuck with tickets to some lame movie. Instead of allowing the
tickets to go to waste, he decides to go. He insists on sitting through the credits and is
surprised to see his cousin's name listed as an assistant cameraman. Truly excited he
immediately goes over to cousin Toshi's apartment to congratulate him. While he's
there he meets some of Toshi's friends from college and is surprised and saddened to
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find out that Toshi has given up being a cameraman. A few days later Makoto decides
to go back to Toshi's, but he's not around. Fortunately for Makoto, though, two of his
college buddies were there and are willing to spill stories about Toshi, including info on
his "girlfriend." Toshi shows up at home to find his cousin and friends watching some
of the stuff they filmed in college. Makoto confronts Toshi about giving up his dreams
and during their arguement Miki, one of the college friends, goes into labor. Toshi gets
roped into filming the birth and at the hospital Makoto finally finds out that Toshi is gay.
Here is where the story really begins.

Toshiaki Kaji (cousin Toshi, if you hadn't figured it out) is a law student at A University.
One day he's eating lunch in the cafeteria and sees a guy in a bear suit eating in the
cafeteria as well. Kaji goes from one strange event to another. While waiting outside a
teacher's office he's hit up by some guy for a cigarette (do the Japanese not know how
bad cigs are for ones health?). All Kaji has is an old, hard piece of gum. The teacher he
was needing to meet with was indisposed (gum man had just given him a blow job) so
Kaji had some spare time and decided to check out the school's film club. Here is
where we first meet Nakamura (Toshi's significant other), Miki (the friend who gave
birth), Tsuchiya (Miki's hubby), Takasaki (the bear man), and Kujirai (gum man). It so
happens that Kujirai is gay and Miki is a yaoi fangirl (she loves filming guy-on-guy
action.)

The film club doesn't seem to have much to do with films, or filming for that matter, but
do party a lot. Kaji doesn't seem to think that Nakamura (Kaji and Nakamura are the
only freshmen in the club) likes him but it turns out that he's just shy. It turns out that
Nakamura likes sophisticated horror movies and Kaji likes horror movies in general.
This is where their bond begins. It turns out, however, that the two have met before.

Initially, I didn't think I was going to like this book. I like really clean and detailed art,
and this isn't super clean or detailed. It does make up for the art by being an amazing
story. The plot bobs and weaves and is fairly complicated, but it is easy to follow. It's
touching, it's funny, it's dramatic, it's indescribable. I was hooked after the first chapter.
Once you reached the end of the book, I couldn't wait to read the next volume. I have
been converted to the religion of Yugi Yamada-sensei. My only complaint is I had a
hard time keeping the names of Kaji and Kujirai straight, but I think that's because I'm
an idiot. Also, why is it called Don't Blame Me? Since this is from the family at DMP
it has a dust jacket, it's a larger trim size, and the margins are a little wider. I have no
complaints for DMP releases. I recommend this title highly and if you haven't read
anything by Yamada-sensei, I say why not start with Don't Blame Me!
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Love Circumstances
Story and Art: Aco Oumi
Published by 801 Media, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-934129-17-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-934129-17-3

Review by Kris

Love Circumstances is another steamy release by 801
Media, Inc.

Yamaguchi and Takagari were best friends, but they started
dating over their summer break. Even though they are in love, Yamaguchi has some
insecurities. He doesn't seem to know what Takagari sees in him. Not only that, but
Takagari wants to kick it up a notch and take their relationship to the next level.

Yamaguchi isn't quite sure what to do about that either. Instead of clearing these things
up with his boyfriend, he approaches Takagari's cousin for some answers. You'd think
they were all middle school girls the way that they are handling this relationship. Onda,
Takagari's cousin, doesn't have any answers for Yamaguchi. Takagari makes a visit to
Onda's house for some advice and finds out that Yamaguchi has been feeling a little,
okay a lot, self concious. Will Yamaguchi get over himself and tell Takagari that he
loves him? Will Takagari get lucky? Read Love Circumstances to find out.
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This was a fairly quick read and really quite graphic. I was taken aback at how detailed
the sex scenes were drawn. This manga is a sequel, but the first book Peach
Colored Pure Hearted Boys hasn't been translated and released here. I think that
would have helped the story. I felt like we jumped right into the middle of the story and
we were all expected to know who all the characters were, how their relationship came
to fruition and things of that nature. I hope that 801 Media will think about getting a hold
of the license to this because I think that would make Love Circumstances a much
better read. Don't get me wrong, I did enjoy it. There are a few one-shots at the end of
the book and the one entitled "Love and Work" was really sweet. It was really short,
too. There wasn't any sex in the story either. If you think that makes it less enjoyable,
the other two one-shots have plenty in them to keep you satisfied. Oumi-sensei's art is
fantastic. You are able to tell each character apart Takagaki has fantastic hair and the
detail is amazing. It is very pleasing to the eye!

The packaging was pleasant, as always, and the full color first page is really quite hot,
and humorous. One of my favorite things about 801 Media is the four-panel 801-chan
comic printed on the dust jacket flap. The comic this time around was hilarious! This is
another quality release by 801 Media, and I say check it out (but make sure that you
are 18 or can handle graphic sex!)
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Red
Story and Art by Sanae Rokuya
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-714-6
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-714-2

Review by Linda Yau

Red was an unusual story that I am surprise to say that I cannot
find a similar comparison in bl with. The most similar in plot
concept I would say that would resemble this is Seirei no
Moribito. However their only similarity is of princes running away

from their royal identities. The stark difference is the age of the princes, the bodyguard,
and the fact that Red is a shonen-ai graphic novel. I hope this review won’t sound as
off putting as I seem to make it appear to be and I actually read this book in an hour’s
commute.

The reason why I sound so perplexed, is because of three reasons. This is one of
several times I have experienced reading historical Japan graphic novels. This is first
time I read Sanae Rokuya-sensei’s works and lastly because of my perplexity in
finding as similar title to compare this bl-graphic novel to. Red is the mangaka’s
second book being translated; the other being The King of Debt that Kris had
written an earlier review.

I first encountered this book, when I was intrigued by the blurb of a prince being singled
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out by an assassin. The back panel also shows an image of the five main characters to
know about. Listed and described from left to right in order of not confusing people:
Kaho/Fu a man with secrets, Jiei the foreinger, Yasuharu the prince, Yasuda the police
officer, and Yoichi the subject/follower.

In a nutshell this is what the blurb said of the story- Yasuharu who does not want to be
heir to throne had run away from the palace to lead an anonymous life as a man name
Taichi. One day though, he saves the life of a foreigner named Jiei. When asked why
he came to this country where foreigners are automatically killed on sight, Jiei replies
that he has came to assassinate Yasuharu. What follows in the story was of Yasuharu
deciding what to do with his life and a budding love story between the assassin and
himself. Because from the moment that Jiei declares his intention to kill Yasuharu, Jiei
for some reason keeps on kissing him.

The story of Red spans the entire book and there is an amusing small parody
afterward with a small note from the mangaka. I would say that this book is perfect for
readers who are starting out with reading bl-theme novels and like to read stories
about conspiracies. On a very personal note, looking at Jiei with his scars was quite
strange, but then looking at him with a turban on, reminded me faintly of The Red King
– Shuri from Basara.
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Vampire Hunter D, Vol. 2 
By Hideyuki Kikuchi
Adapted and Illustrated by Saiko Takaki 
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

With so many vampire stories crowding into the Nosferatusphere
these days, a vampire tale needs some good hooks to keep it
unique and interesting. This volume of Vampire Hunter D
certainly has a great selection of visual elements. It's got the
goth-cowboys-with-laptops aesthetic. It's got some hooded bad

guys whose robes are drawn with cool hatching patterns that make them look like evil
pinstriped monks. And it's got a new character, Lina Sween, whose wide-eyed and
somewhat possessed look reminded me of Helena Bonham Carter in Sweeny Todd.

This episode concerns the fate of four children who vanished near some mysterious
ruins ten years ago. Three of them reappeared a few weeks later, but without any
memory of what had happened. When D comes to town and investigates some
vampire attacks that happened during daylight, he meets Lina, who had been one of
the missing children. Lina takes a liking to D, and she gets it into her head that she'll
become his "assistant." The interaction between the two of them gives the story charm,
and supplies some quieter interludes between the battles.

Oddly, it feels like we get to know Lina better than D. Considering he is the main
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character, D has relatively few lines and even at the end of the second volume, we still
know little about him. But there's nothing wrong with him being the strong, silent hero
type, as long as we eventually learn more. In my favorite scene, D's creepy self-aware,
talking left hand grins as it helps him out in a sword fight. I want to know more about
that hand.

So what's not to like? The flaw with this book is that it's a bit too confusing. Some
amount of disorientation and chaos may add to the effect of a horror story. But too
many times I wondered if I had accidentally turned two or three pages instead of one,
and I had to backtrack to figure out what was going on. I hope the story gets easier to
follow, but it is still a good read.
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Bond(z) 
Story and Art by Toko Kawai
Published by 801 Media, Inc.

ISBN-10: 1-934129-00-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-934129-00-5

Review by Linda Yau

When I first picked up this book a long while ago, I had to put it
down because I felt too rushed to read it so knowing that I
wouldn’t enjoy it. I had to not read it until now. I had already read

Affair by Shiuko Kano last year, so I was left with a favorable opinion by 801.
Bond(z) is a collection of short stories. The blurb on the back cover is only the
synopsis for the first story. I am apologizing in advance, if I give too much detail of the
stories.

Bonds or [bond(z)] as it was called within the table of contents is about two friends,
Tomo and Keita who slept with each other after a night of intoxication. The fact that
they both had girlfriends, had them agreeing in the morning to take this act to their
graves. However Tomo couldn’t forget the night, so he approached Keita to explore
this relationship once more. There are lots of heated kissing scenes in this one and the
penis was decently drawn. Just as a warning, there is action of piercing body parts in
this story.
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Situation – I like this story a lot, this and Sakura. This is a short story about
neighborhood childhood friends: Yoh and Akira. Yoh was traumatized by an event that
occurred when he was in pre-school. So flash forward years later, everything comes to
a sweet ending, sealed with a kiss. Although a lingering thought, I wondered if anyone
else thought that Akira was dressed like a girl in pre-school?

Kitan Garden is a bittersweet romantic fantasy story about a rose prince falling in
love with the gardener. In a twist that is like The Little Mermaid and Sleeping
Beauty did the prince get his wishes for a summer with the gardener. Now I
described this as bittersweet romance, which can also be related to the drawing that
was in the story. I wished that this story was slightly longer, because I enjoy happy
endings and I can’t say that this story lived up to my expectation of having one.

Sakura is the last story in this graphic novel and is about Yuuichi having to live with
his boss’s grandson Ren for one month. Yuuichi wasn’t so pleased by it, but within the
month he had fallen for Ren or was it vice versa? Some cute funny images with Ren at
the beginning. There is also a brief comparison to Audrey Hepburn’s Roman
Holiday movie, so that was surprising.

Of all these four stories, the most graphic in sex is Bond(z) where as the others were
pretty quick in showing one night of sex. Lots of kissing and sweet dialogue. The art is
drawn nicely so I am not complaining. In fact I look forward to the next 801 media book
that I can lay my hands on. 
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Happiness Recommended 
Story and Art: Souya Himawari
Published by Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-742-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-742-5

Review by Linda Yau

As most BL stories go, Happiness Recommended was an
entertaining fast read with a sweet heartwarming story -two main
chapters and a bonus story. To recap the main story, Yukiharu
Hiraga believes that he is an orphan after his grandfather

suddenly passed away. This is not the case when he learned that he has six younger
brothers. They were separated when Yukiharu was three and his grandfather had
disowned both his parents.

When he was reunited with his brothers, Yukiharu finds out around five things.

1: His parents have abandoned the family and left. 
2: His brothers live in impoverished hut with everyone scrimping and saving. 
3: Some of his brothers do not want him there. 
4: Yukiharu has someone waiting for him, Makoto Otonari. 
5: He does not remember anything about Makoto or when he was three.
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When Yukiharu shows up, Makoto immediately latches onto him, leading Yukiharu to
call him a hug fiend. The bonus story had me chuckling, when Yukiharu went on his
first day to school and everyone mistook him for being a twin to his younger brother.
Still it was in the bonus, where I learned of where Makoto started to hug people the
way he does. There were many instances where there is an Asian cultural difference
that was being displayed here. Asian cultures are pretty reserved with showing public
displays of affections.

I would not mind seeing a follow up to this story, because the bonus story certainly left
openings for a continuation. The last panel had Yukiharu pissed off and warning
Makoto to stay away from him. What kind of an ending is that?

On a side note there is another short story titled Another Rainy Day about a
struggling writer, Yoshimi whose girlfriend dumped him for turning away from his
dreams. He gets into an accident with Takeda, the guy who his ex-girlfriend said that
she likes. However, it was learned by the ending of the story that Takeda had fallen in
love with him and not the girlfriend.

An interesting note is the recent trend I have seen with June Manga releasing
translations of graphic novels with mangaka's using glasses on their characters like
Hot Steamy Glasses by Tatsumi Kaiya or Love Lesson by Hanae Sakazaki to
list a few. 
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The First Stage of Love
Story and Art: Kazuhiko Mishima
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-739-1
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-739-5

Review by Kris

We've all been there once, right? You get the butterflies in your
stomach, the the tongue that gets all twisted, the twitching. These
can be some of the the first signs of love. OK, that beginning was
a little cheesy, but the book was a little cheesy as well. It was

sugary, syrupy, and sweet. With all the angst, sex-laden, and intense yaoi I've been
reading lately, this set of five one-shots was just what the doctor ordered to refresh my
spirit.

The first few one-shots in The First Stage of Love are quite short. Strawberry
Milk is a story of a student who likes to go to the roof to smoke and gets caught by a
teacher. Yui-sensei tells Nanase that he hates kisses tasting of cigarettes. Nanase
challenges Yui-sensei to kiss him and is surprised when sensei actually does it. To
help Nanase along with breaking the habit Yui-sensei hands over strawberry milk
flavored candies to suck on. It's all downhill from there for Nanase.

Worries of the Future tells the tale of salary man Keiichi Mitsuzuka dealing with

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569707391
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aging, even though the dude is only 25. He flips out at being called "Sir" by a little girl
that he refuses to meet up with his boyfriend. A little while later he's still freaking out
when a couple of female coworkers pick on him by pointing out gray hairs, making
things even worse. While going through his breakdown, his boyfriend calls, which one
of the coworkers answers. The boyfriend freaks and hangs up on him. Will Mitsuzuka
realize that we all get older?

In His, Her, and My Relationship Seta and Murakami are coworkers and lovers.
Murakami is unsure of their relationship because they just recently consummated it.
Now Seta seems to be avoiding Murakami. Not only that, Takahashi - the office babe,
seems to be all over Seta. Murakami has a hard time dealing with it and no matter
what Seta says to try and clear the air, it doesn't seem to help.

The First Stage of Love is centered on Kikuchi, a young bookstore clerk, and Kaji,
a handsome salary man and regular in the bookstore. Kikuchi is immediately drawn to
Kaji and finds himself looking forward to seeing him whenever he comes in. One
afternoon Kikuchi's coworker asks if Kaji is married because he just purchased a child's
picture book. Unable to handle the news, Kikuchi chases after Kaji to clear the air. Is
Kaji married, and if he isn't what will Kikuchi do? In The Second Stage of Love the
story of Kikuchi and Kaji continues.

Wait Weight Wait is the adorable story of Uehara, a chubby kid, and his best friend,
Mori. Mori confesses to Uehara that he likes fat kids. Unable to handle this information
Uehara loses weight over summer break. When he shows up for school once the break
is over everyone is surprised to see a skinny Uehara. Mori takes it personally, thinking
that Uehara hates him and begins to avoid him. Uehara didn't want to lose his friend,
and didn't realize that losing the weight would hurt Mori's feelings. So what does
Uehara do to try and get into the good graces of his friend again? He tries to pack on
the pounds again, without much success. Will things work out the way Uehara wants?

I really liked this book. The art style is very clean and very cute. I look forward to
seeing more from Kazuhiko Mishima-sensei. Even though some of the story themes
weren't new to the yaoi genre, the approach of these five were fresh. The most original
story I think would have to be Wait Weight Wait. How often do you see a story
about body issues in boys love? I didn't notice any missteps in spelling, grammar, etc.,
and the honoriffics were kept intact. Also when the sound effects were translated, they
kept quite a few of the original characters with the translations to the side, but without
being in the way. I recommend this to anyone who wants a sweet read, and with it
being rated 16+, it's a great introduction to the boys love genre. As with all Digital
Manga, Inc. titles the larger size, dust jackets, and higher quality paper make it all
around enjoyable!

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/


Archived Entry - 05/02/2008: "Yaoi Review: The First Stage of Love"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000830.htm[4/27/2019 2:57:24 PM]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,

http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 05/02/2008: "Yaoi Review: The First Stage of Love"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000830.htm[4/27/2019 2:57:24 PM]

comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with
your comment and we'll add it.



Archived Entry - 05/02/2008: "Yaoi review: Sugar Milk"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000829.htm[4/27/2019 2:57:28 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Novel review: Black Sheep"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Yaoi Review:
The First Stage of Love"]

05/02/2008 Archived Entry: "Yaoi review: Sugar Milk"

Sugar Milk
Story and art: Jaryu Dokuro 
Publisher: Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-13: 978-1569707449

Review by Cat

I have to confess that I recently had been ill with the flu and a
chest infection, so I wasn't in the best of moods when I started
reading Sugar Milk. Since it's not a review copy, I had nothing
to lose. If it's crap, it's crap. If it's good, it's good.

Yeah, well, by the time I finished the book, I was so relaxed that I didn't even bother
thinking of kicking my younger brother's head in for purchasing four PS3 games on my
credit card without permission.

Before I start, I've decided against summarising each story because Reyes already did
it in her review of Sugar Milk. (No, I wasn't being lazy. This review is going to be so
long that you'll thank me for leaving the job to Reyes. Plus her review is cool enough to
deserve another read.)

Sugar Milk contains seven stories (and a postscript from Doruko) including:

What's Your Name? 
Fifteen 

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/62-9781569707449-0
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The Lingering Scent of a Rainbow 
Milk 
Sugar
Waiting for Winter
New Year's Eve

It's impossible to choose a favourite because I like each for different reasons. Quite
shocking for a fussy reader like me. There are a couple of stories that I'd describe
cookie cutters. The kind that you just know what will come next. However in this case,
when it does it's not a disappointment, which was a massive surprise. Considering the
fact I'm a huge fan of unpredictability and "something different".

I had thought about describing my reaction to each story, but I think it'd spoil the story.
Mainly because each story isn't that long nor complicated enough to make it easy for
me to be vague with the details. So I'll focus on how I generally feel about the
collection altogether.

All stories have this feeling ... well, as strange as it might sound, it's as if mangaka
Dokuro has this 'luceat lux vestra' (let thy light shine) attitude towards her characters
and it shows. You also really can tell she's terribly fond of her characters and anxious
to make it clear to us to see why she likes them so much. She didn't need to do so
because all characters are very likeable and rather nice. It's not to the point of making
them disciples of Pollyanna, just enough to make them likeable with gentle personality
flaws. That's what make each story so enjoyable to read, I think.

Art-wise, Doruko is obviously part of a new manga art movement - characters tend to
be rather tall, angular looking, lanky and have 'Eurasian' eyes (not like those anime
eyes so big that they seem to gawp). It's also strong but sparse black ink drawing,
European-like pacing, metropolitan atmosphere, and many more. Other mangaka that
use this kind of style, feel, character type and storytelling are Tsuta Suzuki, Kyuugu,
Kusama Sakae, Kunieda Saika, and a couple more.

Hm, did I just go on a bit? I suppose it's because I'm so excited to see this kind of
manga. It might not be a classic in the making (and it isn't), but it's certainly refreshing.
I wish there are more like this.

I have to point out two things. Yay! to Dokuro for liking Ska (which she lists among
'likes' in her bio) and yay! to whoever designed the dust cover of this book. I really like
it.

In fact I drooled with envy that it's not credited to me (even though I'm currently not
working as a graphic designer). I deeply dislike DMP/June's signature pink band, but
the cover art, typefaces and the rest make themselves felt so strongly that the whole
thing overshadows the pink band. Just enough to fool you that it no longer exists (oh,
how I wish!). So, 100+ points to the book designer for this awesome achievement,
even though it may not be intentional.

Although there's a clear black "M For Mature Audience 18+" label on back of the book,
it's actually shounen-ai. There's a kiss in every one shot. Although there is a sex scene
in one, it's really not 'offensive' nor pornographic. In fact it's a lot tamer than most 16+
shounen and shoujo manga titles available in English. I suspect it's to do with the legal
issues over this genre at where the publisher is based. I'm not sure, to be honest. Still,
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it's a shame.

The reason why I say that is because it limits Sugar Milk to a specific mature
audience who might expect more than what it can deliver. It's really the kind that
younger audience would enjoy. Especially for those - regardless of their age, actually -
who enjoy stories with down-to-earth and dry humour; characters' sweet-natured
interaction, philosophical perspective of love, life and whatever goes on in life. Of
course, there are some characters' contemporary quirky fashion taste as well as the
diversity of story lines in this collection. And the bonus is, it makes a relaxing read.
(Evidently, judging by my reaction (or rather, lack of) to the discovery of how my
brother abused my poor plastic card.)

However, I'm not that keen on typesetting in each story. It's too big for my taste. It's not
so bad that it'd irritate me enough to throw a mini tantrum in my head. I suppose it's
because the stories that sucked me inside these characters' worlds. The kind that
goes, "Urgh, I don't like that... oh, look, shiny!" Shiny being the stories. The handling of
this book is... hm, perhaps a little too stiff for my taste, but not so stiff that it interfered
with the reading. It feels solid, which is good, I suppose.

That biggest complaint I have for Sugar Milk is although it has seven stories, it's
damn skimpy! It'd be nice to have longer one shots or at least, fill it with more one
shots. Then again, it's Dokuro's debut.... damn, I still can't believe it's her debut. It's
pretty good for a newcomer. She's definitely the one to watch. Especially if she decides
to introduce the mature aspect to her future stories.

And 10+ points to that guy for giving his dog such a misleading name. (laugh) 
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Black Sheep
By Georgette Heyer
Published by Sourcebooks Casablanca
An imprint of Sourcebooks, Inc.

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Ah, the joy of reading an old-fashioned romance, with no explicit
sex, no lewd language, and no political correctness! All that and
more can be found within the covers of a Georgette Heyer
romance. The late Ms. Heyer, a charming Englishwoman who
died in1974 at the age of 71 (God bless her!) was a lady through

and through, who wrote about real ladies during the Regency Period of England, when
mad King George III's throne was kept warm for him by his son the Prince Regent,
who later became George IV. She was known as the Queen of Regency Romance,
who knew how to tell a tale as elegantly as Jane Austen did. Indeed, Publishers
Weekly once commented, "Reading Georgette Heyer is the next best thing to reading
Jane Austen."

Everything I know about romance, elegance, honor and duty I learned from Georgette
Heyer. Growing up on the Lower East Side of New York City, my family was far from
wealthy; we were lucky if we could afford new clothes for Easter, our diet was limited to
whatever cheap meat was on sale at the supermarket, usually chicken or chuletas
(pork chops), and we drank rum instead of wine or champagne. Being a Puerto Rican
female during the late 60's to early 70's wasn't easy, especially if you were intelligent
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and wanted to go to college. A nice girl was supposed to get married and have babies
by the time she was eighteen, and as for college, that was for rich white girls looking for
rich white boys to marry. Not being into drugs or alcohol like so many of my peers,
most of whom wound up pregnant and on welfare, I sought escape from this dreary
existence by reading anything I could get my hands on.

My teachers liked me because I was a nice, quiet girl who always did her homework
and came to school on time. My peers hated me for the same reason. The popular
girls always wore short skirts and mucho makeup, smoked marijuana and made out
with every boy they dated. No boy would touch me because my skirts weren't too
short, I wore very little makeup as well as coke bottle eyeglasses, and refused to
smoke even tobacco. Not only that, I dared to think I was just as good as a man and
deserved the same rights. No wonder I preferred the romantic fantasies written by
Georgette Heyer, where all the heroines were not great beauties, just nice-looking,
intelligent girls who longed for independence from the stuffy rules of conduct for young
ladies of the Regency Period. The heroes were always handsome and kind, and
looking for a woman with brains and spirit to marry. None of the boys I knew wanted a
girl with brains, and the only spirits they liked came in a bottle.

I also loved reading about the beautiful, elegant clothes they wore, the men as well as
the women, described in exquisite detail by the author, as well as the scrumptious
meals they ate and the chivalrous deference always shown by the men to the women.
That meant a lot to a painfully shy Puerto Rican girl whose only experience with males
was the kind who grabbed their crotches and said something nasty whenever you
walked by. Enough of my depressing adolescence; let's get to the story!

"Black Sheep" is about an intelligent, independent lady of gentle birth named Abigail
Wendover, who at the age of 28 is already considered an old maid. She lives in Bath, a
fashionable resort town during the Regency Period, with her older sister Selina, who is
"on the shady side of 40" and a dedicated hypochondriac, as well as an incurable
romantic, and their lovely 17-year-old niece Fanny. Selina and Abigail are the oldest
and the youngest members of the Wendover family, Fanny is the daughter of their late
eldest brother, who left his only child well provided for. That's where Stacy Calverleigh
comes in. Abby comes home from an extended visit to her married sister to find that
Fanny has fallen in love with Stacy, a charmer in debt up to his ears, looking for a rich
bride to help him settle down--his creditors, that is. Since her sister Selina has been so
conned by the young man's charms that she refuses to believe the unsavory rumors
about him, Abby decides to take matters into her own hands and confront the young
blackguard herself.

By a strange coincidence peculiar to romance novels, this young man has an uncle
who is also visiting Bath at the same time. Miles Calverleigh, an older gentleman in his
30's and still unmarried (which was considered perfectly normal for men in those days)
is considered the black sheep of his family because of a romantic scandal he was
involved in back in his teens, for which he was exiled to India by his stern father. When
Abby goes to Stacy's hotel to confront him, she arrives at the same time that Miles is
checking in. When she hears him referred to as "Mr. Calverleigh", she assumes that he
is Stacy and starts telling him what she thinks of unscrupulous fellows who dangle after
naïve young heiresses. The ensuing conversation is one of the funniest bits of
mistaken identify ever written. The mistake is finally cleared up, after Miles learns that
Abby is the sister of the man whose fiancée he ran off with all those years ago, namely
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Fanny's mother. Since he hasn't seen his nephew since he was a toddler, he is
indifferent to Abigail's pleas that he use his influence with his nephew to stop him from
romancing Fanny. However, he does begin to develop a fondness for Abby.

Stacy continues to woo Fanny despite the discouragement he receives from her Aunt
Abby, as well as her Uncle John, the stern older brother of Abby and Selina who is
trustee of his late brother's estate and of Fanny's fortune. He comes posthaste to Bath
on the first mail coach from London (he's also a bit of a cheapskate) to warn off the
young blackguard. Even after both Abby and John inform him that Fanny will not inherit
the bulk of her fortune until she is twenty-four years old, even after she is married,
Stacy continues to pursue her. Made overly confident by his scandalous uncle's
seeming indifference to his plans to bag an heiress, Stacy succeeds in convincing
Fanny to elope with him to Gretna Green, the Scottish border village where all eloping
couples fled to in those days.

Fortunately for Fanny, before she can ruin her life with this romantic error she comes
down with the influenza, or the flu as we call it nowadays, and is forced to take to her
bed. While she is convalescing, a beautiful and wealthy widow comes to Bath; she and
her impressive entourage check in at the same exclusive hotel where Stacy is staying.
She immediately attracts Stacy's attention and he abandons his plans to elope with
Fanny so he can woo the rich widow. Little does he know that it's a setup, arranged by
the last person he would suspect, to make him reveal his true colors to poor little
Fanny.

Sure enough, when Fanny recovers from the flu and finds out that her darling Stacy
has been wooing a rich widow while she was sick, he's history, much to her Aunt
Abby's relief and softhearted Aunt Selina's disappointment. The fun part begins when
the young fool actually proposes to the widow and gets a good set down; she not only
refuses him, she tells him she knows all about him and that poor little rich girl he's been
seeing, and thinks he should be ashamed to be dangling after a schoolgirl one minute
and a rich widow the next. With his creditors demanding payment and no other way of
settling his debts, Stacy is forced to swallow his pride and turn to his uncle the black
sheep for help. Uncle Dearest proceeds to relieve him of the heavily mortgaged family
estate in return for settling his debts, after which Stacy is glad to leave town on the first
post to London, right after the rich widow's own departure, causing all the gossips in
Bath to speculate that he's run off after her in an attempt to persuade her into
matrimony.

Now all that's left is for the black sheep to convince his own lady, the redoubtable Miss
Abigail, to accept his hand in marriage so that he can carry her off to the now
redeemed family mansion and its neglected lands, both of which he is already putting
in order. There is a happy ending for Abby, but I'm still not sure what happens to
Fanny; does she end up marrying that nice boy who's secretly in love with her, or going
to stay with her married aunt in London for her coming out, which was traditional for
young English ladies of good birth back then.

At least it ends happily, like most of Miss Heyer's romantic novels, unlike most modern
romances that usually have a tragic ending in which the heroine is rescued and
redeemed by the hero, or he is rescued and redeemed by her. However, our Abby is in
no need of rescue or redemption; she was a perfectly contented single woman until the
right man came along, and now she will be an equally contented wife, despite being
considered an old maid by the standards of the day. A lesson to all single women not
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to be so quick to give up on love, despite your age; it may be waiting around the corner
for you. Hope never dies in a Georgette Heyer novel, and love is always triumphant.
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Loving Gaze
Story and Art: Akira Kanbe
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-722-7
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-722-7

Review by Kris

According to Juné's website, Loving Gaze is described:

"Kazumi is the beautiful head of a design office, and he's head
over heels for the younger Yajima, one of the top workers at the

building next door. But Yajima is uncontrollably jealous, and so he comes to the office
at night -- and kidnaps Kazumi!? A tale of adult love full of sexy situations, this book
combines compilation and lots of new material in a story of a company head vs. a
nymphomaniac!!"

I honestly wonder what book they were reading, and what they were smoking when
they wrote that explanation. Loving Gaze is nothing like that. It's a sweet tale of love
from a distance.

Kazumi Mizuno owns a graphic design business and falls in love with a man who
works in the posh office building next door. He longingly gazes at this beautiful man
from his office window, but feels that his love is unrequited. One day at lunch, he
happens upon his mystery man in the restaurant he eating at. The man introduces
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himself as Atsushi Yajima. He comes off as a bit aggressive, but sweet. Mizuno is
immediately swept off his feet.

Often times when feelings are confessed, it's usually at then end of the book, right
before they hop into bed for a hot session of sex. In this story, the confession is at the
beginning of the story. It's quite refreshing.

Mizuno is a bit of a workaholic, and feels as though he's neglecting his lover, Yajima.
Yajima, though a bit frustrated, is patient and is willing to wait for Mizuno to be ready.
When Mizuno finishes up his work, he runs into Yajima and some woman in front of his
office building. Feeling the pangs of jealousy Mizuno runs off into the sunset. Yajima
followed and they head back to Mizuno's office to clear the air. Luckily, the woman was
just a co-worker, and Yajima has strong feelings for Mizuno and no one else.

This is a fantastic read. The story follows Yajima and Mizuno with only one side story.
The side story involves an employee of Mizuno's and a boss at Yajima's company. It
also is a cute story. The art is pleasing to the eye. My only complaint is that our two
semes look like one another and ukes look quite similar. The sex was highly erotic and
I seriously needed a cold shower to get myself in order. All I can say is wow! I would
recommend this book to anyone who likes sweet stories and hot sex. Juné knows what
they're doing with their larger size, wider margins, and higher quality printing.
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Love Recipe 2
Story and Art: Kirico Higashizato
Published by the Juné imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-013-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-013-6

Review by Kris

This release of Love Recipe 2 is by far the most exciting for
me! I immediately fell in love with Love Recipe 1 after I read it
several months ago that I actually purchased the sequel in
Japanese, and I don't even speak the language (I'm trying to

learn it though!) The book arrived in the mail today and was waiting for me to get home
from work. Needless to say, instead of doing the things I needed to, I curled up on my
couch and immersed myself in the tale of Tomonori Ozawa and his lover/mangaka
Sakurako Kakyoin.

In the first Love Recipe we were introduced to Tomonori Ozawa, a new editor at a
boys love magazine. He knew nothing about boys love when he started but was put
through the paces almost immediately. His first major assignment was to pick up a
manga submission from Sakurako Kakyoin. When he arrived at Kakyoin-sensei's
condo, instead of finding a female mangaka, he found a man, a gorgeous man at that.
Kakyoin is immediately taken by this adorable new addition to the RoseBoy (the BL
manga Ozawa works for) family and uses the excuse of needing inspiration to get into
Ozawa's pants. The chief editor saw the positive effects of Ozawa's moe-ness (I know
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I just made up a new word, deal with it!) with all the artists. Soon after, Kakyoin-sensei
claims Ozawa for his own and thus starts their relationship of editor/mangaka/lovers.

In Love Recipe 2 both Ozawa and Kakyoin are super busy and hardly have time to
spend with each other. The only time that they see one another is when Ozawa comes
to pick up his work. Not only are they supremely busy but Ozawa is put in charge of
developing a new artist, another male artist going by a female pen name. Ozawa must
have quite the uke scent going on because Inukai, the artist in training, has decided
that he loves our cute little editor.

They have a little trouble with getting the right kind of emotion from Inukai. He goes
more for the whole porn for gay men route as opposed to the female friendly boys love
road. The chief editor decides that Inukai needs to be an assistant with current
published artist and suggests that Kakyoin-sensei would be the best, since they're both
men and Inukai is a huge fan (I forgot to mention, Kakyoin's gender is a huge, mega
secret!) How on earth does Ozawa juggle Kakyoin, Inukai, and all of the craziness
surrounding him? You'll just have to read it to find out!

This is one of my favorite series. I'm glad that Kirico Higashizato-sensei has plans to
continue this series because, I LOVE IT! The art is simply adorable and setting the
scene in the world of manga publishing. Not only is it enjoyable to read, but you
actually learn something as well. Kakyoin-sensei is absolutely gorgeous, whether he's
clean shaven or his scruffy, trying to meet a deadline self. Ozawa is a cute, cuddly,
uke. If you want to read works full of angst this isn't for you. But this is such a fun story
that how could you pass it up?
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Melted Love
Story and art: You Takumi
Publisher: Juné, imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 156970760X
ISBN-13: 978-1569707609

Review by Cat

Do you know how when you meet someone for first time, you just
- and for no apparent reason - feel all your hackles rise? And no
matter how you'd try to rationalise, you just can't help but want to
stay away from that person?

Well, you can get that kind of reaction towards a book, no matter how well written or
popular it may be. That's the case for me with Melted Love. In fact I'd go as far as to
say there are two characters in this book that I'd dearly love to punch in the face. Even
though it's painfully clear that they didn't do anything to deserve that.

There are six stories in this book: five contemporary and one historical. Three of those
are loosely connected through characters.

Melted Love
Handsome working model and self-confessed player Juzo's feeling insecure. He's not
sure whether he definitely has a place in his older lover Mitsuya's life and whether
Mitsuya's as faithful as he claims.
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Juzo's always treated his former lovers, male and female, badly for being too clingy.
Now it seems that he's starting to be clingy towards Mitsuya because all guys
Mitsuya's slept with are the 'cute little kitten' type. Nothing like him at all. Yet Mitsuya
seems indifferent to Juzo's insecurity. Is Juzo about to taste his own medicine?

I'm not sure why I'm not keen on this one. Perhaps, I'm a bit put off by how Mitsuya and
Juzo behave throughout the story. It seems that as the story progresses, Juzo
becomes child-like - as if he's growing into his new role as the so-called "uke" - while
Mitsuya increasingly becomes patriarchal. It's hard to explain, but it was a little too
weird and distracting for me. It's strange because I don't normally notice that kind of
thing. When I do, it's usually "Whatever. It's only a comedy after all."

It's not the case here. I wonder if it's because I didn't like how Juzo was being reduced
from a self-confessed smug predator to this 'cute little pouting kitten' type, the kind
Mitsuya likes? I don't know, really. It doesn't help that Juzo isn't that likeable. Neither is
Mitsuya, actually. I suppose the story itself didn't hold my attention well enough for me
to ignore all that.

Poking fun at the former "seme"' Juzo's vanity and ego is the core of this comedy. So,
if you like this kind of humour, you'll enjoy it.

Lovely Stubbornness 
When Tetsu spots Kazusa in a street with a woman, he's bemused and concerned.
Kazusa's his new boyfriend after all.

OK, although they have been dating for three months, they haven't had the chance to
see each other. Still, does this mean Kazusa has been two-timing him? Tetsu decides
to seek help from his friend, Machi, who happens to be Kazusa's ex-girlfriend.

Although it's nice to see female characters portrayed as normal people, there isn't
much to write home about. It revolves around a couple of communication breakdowns.
I do find it strange that a couple, who have just started dating and only for three
months, didn't notice how much time has passed since they saw each other. It's a
pleasant, easy-going story, though.

The Agony And Ecstasy of Dentist Nakazawa 
A dentist loves seeing fear and pain in his cute patients' eyes. He knows it's wrong, but
he can't help it. So, he's thrilled when he discovers that a new patient is phobic of
dentists due to a traumatic experience he had when he was a child. Will this patient
become his all-time favourite victim? But it doesn't quite go the way he's expected...

Two things:

1) I'd like whatever the mangaka was on when she came up with this story (kudos to
her for having that much guts to go for it, though.)

2) it reminds me of that sadistic dentist from the comedy movie, Little Shop of Horrors,
which isn't a good thing because that sadistic dentist (or rather, Steve Martin as the
dentist) haunted my sleep for years afterwards. Granted, I was only eight when I
watched this on late-night TV, but still...

With dentists are generally associated with pain and that dreaded drilling sound, it's be

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Little_Shop_of_Horrors
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tough to accept a dentist - no, scratch that - a sadistic dentist as a romantic interest,
even in a comedy. I mean, when Nakazawa openly admits that he gets off seeing fear
and terror in his "cute" victims' eyes, I had to remind myself: "It's a comedy. It's a
comedy. It's a comedy!" I admit I was too distracted to notice the overall story, so I
can't quite outline my opinion here.

My reaction to this story was pretty much like this: 'read, "what? ...are you serious?",
read, read, "ohmygod!", skim, read, "poor guy...", read, "you have to be kidding...!",
skim, skim, *cringe at SFXs of scraping teeth*, skim-skim-skim, read, skim, skim,
"there, done! thank God it's over". Dentists...ew.'

Not only that, there's this little "professionalism" issue, e.g. he sexually harasses the
poor guy in the dentist's chair. But hey, the dentist finally sees the light, thanks to love,
which makes it all right, doesn't it? -_-

In spite of my reaction, I'd describe The Agony And Ecstasy of Dentist
Nakazawa a black comedy with a wicked sense of mischief, which it is. I know many
readers truly loved this wacky tale and that many simply hated it. There's no in-
between. So it's either you love it or you don't. In my case, I don't.

False Rumor: Started? Or Not? and False Rumor: Started 
Since their school days Kimura has been taking care of Tachibana who's working as
the CEO of a company with Kimura as some kind of a secretary. Kimura loves knowing
that Tachibana, a cute but incredibly stupid guy, depends on him to keep his life
together.

When pressures for Tachibana to marry start to pile up, Kimura isn't that bothered
because, even when married, Tachibana will still need him. However, Tachibana finally
twigs that he's been relying on Kimura too heavily and for too long. So, he takes it upon
himself to rely less on Kimura by learning to be more responsible. And that includes to
putting himself on the marriage market.

How will Kimura react when he notices Tachibana's withdrawal from his life?

You want an idiot couple? You'll find it in Tachibana and Kimura. Tachibana is indeed a
moron, but rather sweet. Kimura is an uptight, smug little git that you cannot help but
laugh at. It's a predictable, calming, easy-going, and rather cute story, which is the very
thing I needed after that dentist story. So, with that in mind, I liked it. False Rumor:
Started is a two-page gag, so I won't detail this one as I don't want to be lynched by
the anti-spoiler army.

Unparalleled Service 
For a couple of years, hotel concierge Morio is used to fending off hotel guest Kamiya's
attempts to get into his trousers. However, one afternoon Kamiya unexpectedly asks
Morio for assistance in setting up a dinner meal in his room for him and a mystery
guest. Morio's starting to feel rattled by this. Does this mean all these feelings Kamiya
claims to have for him are a load of bull after all?

It's a gentle. sweet comedy, which is quite nice and surprisingly unusual as you don't
usually see this kind of comedy with English BL manga nowadays if ever. I do find the
form of address for Kamiya kinda weird: "Sir Kamiya". I think I understand what the
translator tried to do, but I don't think it's quite worked. Anyhow, it's a pleasant read.
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Tattoo 
Displaced by the changing times that stole his family's place in the society, ronin Yu
wanders to a town where he meets tattooist Seji whose intense eyes fascinate him.

Although initially cold to him, Yu cannot help but be attracted to Seji's proposal:
become the canvas of Seji's special tattoo design. Since he has nothing to live for and
nowhere to go, he agrees without realising what really goes on in Seji's mind.

I enjoyed this one, which is strange because I'm not usually keen on historical-set
stories (because of those years of growing up with my parents' love for taiga drama).
Tattoo is interesting enough to make itself outstanding. I think it's the mysterious air
and the leisurely pacing that makes it work.

It's a bit disjointed, true, but I think it supports the atmosphere of Yu's time when
everything seems to be changing, making him feel lost and alone, but it has a dark but
happy ending. Not only it's historical, it's also the only one that isn't a comedy. Despite
this I think readers will find some moments in this story rather quaint, especially the
moment a certain tattoo is revealed.

Melty People
Two couples - one from Melted Love and the other from The Agony And
Ecstasy of Dentist Nakazawa - accidentally meet at a cafe and for two of them,
discover a surprising link.

I didn't read this properly because I was too busy questioning my ability to tell the
difference between fantasy and reality for allowing the intense dislike to return and for
wanting to punch those characters in the face. By the look of it, it's a "cute comedy of
surprises" or something. Readers who enjoy their stories will probably love this one.

All in all, Melted Love isn't that bad as it does offer nice stories. Sex scenes aren't
that graphic; I'd describe these as 'light yaoi' (between shounen-ai and medium yaoi,
for instance) and it's a love-or-hate book. Having said that, why were German gothic
style typefaces chosen for the mangaka's name, book title and chapter titles? It's so
difficult to read these in that typeface. Actually, the best thing about this book is the
book itself - it's really comfortable to handle and the paper texture and weight are ideal.
I wish all DMP/June books were like this, too.

As whether to recommend this book or not, I can't even pass on a judgement because
Melted Love is definitely a member of the "Either You Like it Or You Don't" club.
Either way (and in spite of my issue with some of those characters and stories), it does
have a high re-readability factor, which is a good thing. I think.
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Love is Like a Hurricane vol. 4
Story and Art: Tokiya Shimazaki
Published by 801 Media, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-934129-10-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-934129-10-4

Review by Kris

It's school festival time for our all-boys school. Because of all of
the preparations being made Mizuki and Azuma, and Akira and
Izumi don't seem to have enough time on their hands to spend
time with their respective lovers. So it's no surprise to walk in on

Akira and Izumi getting it on.

Mizuki's class decides to host a teahouse theme and want to dress him in a French
Maid costume. All of Mizuki's fanboys seem to like the idea but he's not so sure, but
goes with the flow anyway. That seems to be normal for Mizuki, allowing peer pressure
to run his life. As the preparations continue Akira is blackmailed into helping his class
and Izumi is convinced that the reason for Akira's bad mood is that he's frustrated,
sexually frustrated I mean.

The day before the festival Mizuki finds out that his class is running a haunted house
instead of a teahouse. He is terrified and refuses to participate. His classmates chase
down Azuma who arrives to calm Mizuki down. Luckily the plan worked and Azuma
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convinces Mizuki's class to host a teahouse.
On the day of the festival Mizuki realizes how popular Azuma is and how many
fanboys and girls he has following him around. Of course Mizuki gets jealous and the
misunderstandings fly.

This is the second to last book in the series and I have no idea how this series is going
to end. Shimazaki-sensei outdid herself with this volume. It has the highest story value
of the four, so far. The art is cute, the story isn't quite as disjointed as the others, and I
have to admit, Mizuki looks better as a girl than I do. That's the joy of yaoi! 801 Media
doesn't dissappoint, like always, and the final installment comes out this June. Will I be
able to wait? Nope! But, unfortunately, I'll have to!

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417


Archived Entry - 04/27/2008: "Yaoi Review: Love is Like a Hurricane vol. 4"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000824.htm[4/27/2019 2:57:45 PM]

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 04/27/2008: "Yaoi Review: Love is Like a Hurricane vol. 3"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000823.htm[4/27/2019 2:57:48 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Yaoi Review: Love is Like a Hurricane vol. 2"] [Main Index] [Next
entry: "Yaoi Review: Love is Like a Hurricane vol. 4"]

04/27/2008 Archived Entry: "Yaoi Review: Love is Like a
Hurricane vol. 3"

Love is Like a Hurricane vol. 3
Story and Art: Tokiya Shimazaki
Published by 801 Media, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-934129-09-7
ISBN-13: 978-1-934129-09-8

Review by Kris

Mizuki is consistently getting himself in trouble, and Azuma's pals
seem to be the ones placing him into those situations. When I
was a kid I was taught never to take candy from strangers,
unless it was Halloween. Even then, the candy got checked over

by a loving parent. I think Mizuki didn't get that lesson. Miyamoto, Azuma's cousin,
feeds Mizuki some strange candy that turns out to be an aphrodisiac that he was
making in his free time. Not only is Mizuki feeling the fever, but his pheromone
production has gone into overdrive. Azuma is nowhere to be found, and Miyamoto
feeds Mizuki to the throngs of rabid wolves waiting outside of the student council room.

After the craziness subsides, Mizuki is showered with gifts from many a guy at school.
Unable to deal with all of the rock star attention he gives the gifts to Azuma. Azuma
decides to use this to his advantage. Mizuki is in need of tutoring and unable to pay in
cash, he offers Azuma what ever he wants. It turns out Azuma has some crazy ideas in
store. One word for you -cosplay. Some studying gets done, but the bed did more work
than Mizuki.
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In the series, the story goes as follows: Mizuki does something dumb, Azuma shows
up, sex ensues, and the cycle starts over again. Initially I thought that I would get bored
of the predictability of the whole thing, but it seems that I still am enjoying it.
Shimazaki-sensei's art is very cute. 801 Media's production value is still worthy of my
infomercial, and I anxiously await what insanity that will ensue in the following volumes!
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Love is Like a Hurricane vol. 2
Story and Art: Tokiya Shimazaki
Published by 801 Media, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-934129-08-9
ISBN-13: 978-1-934129-08-1

Review by Kris

To start the review by jumping straight into book number two
would be a little strange, so I'll give a little recap of the first
volume of "Love is Like a Hurricane." Mizuki is molested by some
pervert on the train while he was travelling to school. When he

turns around to confront his molester, it turns out to be the student body president,
Azuma. Later on in the day, Mizuki is called to the student council office where he is
basically sexually assaulted by Azuma once more. In Azuma's mind, however, this is
how he shows Mizuki that he really loves him. We are also introduced to three other
couples: Izumi and Akira (classmates of Azuma and Mizuki, Izumi and Akira also
happen to be stepbrothers), Minato and Kazuomi, and Taiga and Yuki.

In "Love is Like a Hurricane 2" it is common knowledge to the student body that Azuma
and Mizuki are an item. It also seems that their relationship is accepted by everyone as
well. The only one who is unsure of the whole setup is Mizuki. He is really
uncomfortable at how quickly this relationship is moving. Azuma is moving at warp
speed! But love is not easy, even in the world of yaoi!
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They meet the first hurdle when an old classmate of Mizuki's shows up out of nowhere.
"Tiny," as he is called, announces in front of Azuma, as well as the rest of the student
body, that they made a promise to one another a long time ago. Mizuki doesn't
remember, but Azuma takes it to heart and feels the pangs of jealousy. This is the first
time Mizuki realizes that he may actually have feelings for Azuma as well.

Summer vacation quickly approaches and Azuma wants to take a trip somewhere. He
usually goes somewhere, but generally travels by himself. This time around he wants
Mizuki to join him. Mizuki, as it is expected, is a little on the apprehensive side. He
knows what awaits him if he goes. Azuma convinces him to go and they head to
Azuma's private villa. Are Mizuki's fears going to come to pass?

Akira and Izumi have quite the connundrum on their hands. Not only are they lovers,
but they're stepbrothers as well. While they are at home with other family members,
they have to behave like proper brothers. Izumi tries to live as normally as possible,
but when you are shagging your brother, that can cause trouble. Like when you aren't
getting along. Izumi wants to ace his upcoming exams, but is constantly being fondled
by Akira. So to deal with the stress he places a bet. The two lovers/brothers have to lay
low until exams are over. Will they have the willpower that it takes, or will Izumi give in
to his lustful desires?

I have really enjoyed the "Love is Like a Hurricane" series so far. It is quickly becoming
a guilty pleasure! Tokiya Shimazaki-sensei definitely has the "cute" uke thing down. If
you like mindless fluff with lots o' sex, then this is the series for you. Initially I thought
the the whole stepbrother situation between Izumi and Akira was going to bother me,
but it's not nearly as bad as I thought. I've read worse things (like twin brothers being
sexually attracted to each other [which did actually bother me.]) I still have books three
and four to read and book five hasn't even come out yet. I'm quite anxious to see what
happens next.

I mention this every time but when you get manga from 801 Media you get what you
pay for. At $15.95 a pop you get a book with a full color dust jacket, excellent
translation, top quality printing, and the 801-chan four panel comic. I'm a broken record
but 801 Media productions are worth the price you pay!
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I'm Not Your Steppin' Stone: Shameless
Story: Shiuko Kano 
Publisher: 801 Media LLC 
ISBN-10: 1934129127
ISBN-13: 978-1934129128

Review by Cat

I was quite pleased to receive a 801 Media copy of I'm Not
Your Steppin' Stone: Shameless because Shiuko Kano is
known for providing blatantly sexy and lanky guys; tongue-in-
cheek approach in storytelling; generally intense and explicit

portrayal of sexual situations, and good times.

Not only that, many male characters in her works are famous for putting 'C' in
cockiness, 'T' in testosterones, 'M' in machismo, 'Z' in 'zest for life', 'H' in humour, and
sometimes, 'F' and 'U' in attitude.

Sometimes her characters are such a larger-than-life kind that they tend to
overshadow the actual stories. However, Kano has provided solid good stories that
are, regardless of explicitness in sex scenes, genuinely poignant.

Then again, she's also provided stories that seem to be high on crack in disguise of
comedy. Basically, you can't quite know what to expect from Kano. OK, you can usually
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expect mad sex, certain personality types, pure eye candy, and, er, more sex. But
what kind I'm Not Your Steppin' Stone: Shameless will be? Well, it's both and
yet, neither. Here is how the story goes:

23-year-old construction worker, Kazuya Sakai, appears at 17-year-old student
Masashi Ezumi's house with intention to ask the girl of his dreams out. Surprised and
irritated that this construction worker would be interested in his sister, Masashi
scornfully informs him she isn't interested in poorly educated guys, which Kazuya
clearly is.

With that massive dent in his pride, Kazuya decides to earn his high school diploma
before he can seriously approach Masashi's sister, so he asks the elite student for
help. Masashi quickly and coolly agrees to become his tutor in exchange for one thing:
Kazuya's body. Kazuya - Kazuya being Kazuya - quickly agrees, not realising what it
really involves. Once this realisation finally breaks through his hard skull, Kazuya's life
gets turned upside down.

Meanwhile Masashi thinks he's had all it figured out, he slowly becomes aware of his
growing feelings towards Kazuya as well as his deepening self-dislike. He feels even
more confused after seeing Kazuya in a compromising position with work friend, Mogi
Kousei. That's when his life gets upside down as well.

Both have issues to work through as well as some growing up to do, but it doesn't stop
them going at it like bunnies in heat as well as providing some comic relief moments.
But still, how will it all end for them both? Can two strong-headed (and occasionally,
pig-headed) guys ever find happiness with each other?

So, how I'm Not Your Steppin' Stone: Shameless is? I'm not sure, actually. It
depends on what you look for.

There's one thing that is definitely clear: it's shamelessly and consistently explicit, even
for a typical Kano work. It's all sweat, heat, and sheer lust. Unfortunately, in a way, it's
backfired because it occurs almost every time Kazuya and Masashi meet, which
makes it somewhat tedious and at times (and shockingly), almost boring.

I have to say it's not typical of a Kano work. It seems as if Kano did it to keep the
somewhat weak storyline going. It's indeed a weak story. It's basically finding out
whether Kazuya will ever obtain his high school diploma; whether will he ever wrap his
head around the concept of homosexuality, and whether both guys figure out what love
is all about.

But at least there are some interesting conflicts and comic relief to enjoy. I quite
enjoyed Kazuya's general idiocy and Masashi's density ($B!D(B does this make them
an idiot couple? They aren't, but at same time, they are) because, I suspect, it provides
a break from seeing them going at it with each other.

Art-wise, it's classic Kano: it's very easy on the eye. Kazuya is a fair-haired, short and
pretty guy with a sheer working-class attitude and personality. Meanwhile, Masashi
looks every bit as what he is: an aloof, tall and dark-haired elite student. It's sheer eye
candy all round. Even female characters.

This is the first time I received a 801 Media book. The first thing I noticed was the



Archived Entry - 04/26/2008: "Yaoi review: I'm Not Your Steppin' Stone: Shameless"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000821.htm[4/27/2019 2:57:55 PM]

publisher's name: 801 Media. I was initially intrigued and then, I realised it may be an
inside joke: 801 can be pronounced as 'yaoi'. Cute. Second thing I noticed was the
book package.

It's the nicest I've seen, especially when comparing with other publishers' book
packaging. Well, at least, it's the most comfortable to handle. The overall tone in its
colour insert is the nicest I've seen, too. I haven't seen that shade of skin this good
before. Nicely done. I'd say the overall production value is excellent.

I suppose, at the end of the day, I'm Not Your Steppin' Stone: Shameless isn't
one of Kano's best works as I have seen better from her. But it has its moments, which
has to be counted for something. I especially like Kazuya's obvious respect for women,
which is quite a rarity in the body of Kano's works. I think she's aware of this because
in one scene, she has Masashi tossing a teasing comment about feminism at Kazuya's
head. It's quite cute and funny.

All in all, I'm Not Your Steppin' Stone: Shameless can be a fun read if read
with moderation. This book makes me look forward to reading Maybe I'm Your
Steppin' Stone: Loveliness, which features the story of Mogi Kousei (who
appears in this book as Kazuya's construction work friend). 
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King of Debt
Story and Art: Sanae Rokuya
Published by 801 Media, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-934129-16-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-934129-16-6

Review By Kris

I didn't know what to expect when I first picked up this book. I
was surprised to find that it was a series of one-shots. I'm
generally not a huge fan of one-shots, but I enjoyed this one! 801
Media sure knows how to pick out their dirty little books. They

are so fun!

The first one-shot is "King of Debt." Taketora, nickname "The King of Debt," is always
borrowing money from others and then fails to pay back the debt. Souta, a friend from
college, can't seem to ever say no. Sadly, or not, depending on how you look at it,
Souta loses his job and hunts down Taketora to collect on his past unpaid debts. When
he arrives at Taketora's apartment he's surprised to find a posh condo and his friend
standing out front in an expensive suit, leaning against a pricey luxury automobile.
Dumbfounded, Souta demands cash which Taketora replies that he has none, but he'll
pay back his debt with his hot, sexy, bod.

"Rush," our next one-shot, is about boxers. Shinpachi Nakamura, being a cocky jock,
busts in at Fujieda Boxing Gym and challenges the stongest fighter. Tsugihiro Fujieda
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takes him up on the challenge and kicks his butt. Fujieda sees potential in Nakamura
and offers to train him. They get training in and out of the ring.

My personal favorite out of this series is the next one-shot "My Dear, My Bear." Minori
has an older brother complex. This brother left, but in his place left a stuffed bear to
keep him company. A year later some strange man claiming to be Minori's stuffed bear
is in his bed. Is this really his stuffed animal, or some creepy, perverted stalker?

"Call My Name" is a typical yaoi one-shot. Yanase, in high school, had a thing for
Natsume. After Yanase confessed his feelings Natsume shot him down. Several years
later the two of them happen to run into each other. It seems that Natsume's feelings
are quite different now days.

Finally, "VS" is a tale of a veteran and a newcomer in the world of host clubs. The
newcomer, Ryuuji, challenges Natsuki's seniority and claims that he'll be the number
one host in the club at the end of the month. The end of the month approaches and it
seems that Ryuuji has the number one host, and his spot in his sights.

Like I mentioned at the top of the review, I was pleasantly surprised. Many of the
stories were a little more original than you usually see in the genre. The thing that was
most refreshing, however, is Sanae Rokuya-sensei's art style. It is very clean, detailed,
and you can tell the characters apart. Some mangaka have a style where all their
semes and ukes look alike, but with Rokuya-sensei each character is unique. Plus, as
an added bonus, sensei throws in a cross-dressing brother. It's great, you don't see
that enough, in my opinion.

As always, 801 Media has put out a quality product. The high color dust jacket and
high quality paper makes it an enjoyable read. I also love how they have the 801-chan
comic on the dust jacket flap. You know that if it comes from 801 Media it is an
excellent product! I just sounded like an infomercial just now. Sorry.
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Thirsty For Love
Story: Satosumi Takaguchi
Art: Yukine Honami
Published by the Juné imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-743-X
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-743-2

Review by Kris

The blurb on the back says:

"People say it's impossible to love two men equally at the
same time. But what if you have a lot of love to give?

Yuka loves the passionate Orie, the arrogant Tatsumi and the painfully honest Suguru.
All are different, but each is loved deeply and sincerely. One of the boys doesn't know
that his girlfriend is cheating on him, another doesn't seem to care that he shares his
girl with others, while one turns a blind eye to the situation. So what happens if you
take away their common denominator?

Secrets and lies are unearthed and, with Yuka's sudden passing, the three boys are
left feeling empty. But with Yuka gone, who will fill their thirst for love? The three are
inevitably pulled towards each other and unwittingly bond together through their
common lost love. Will they find comfort in each other's arms? Love, admiration and
lust intermingle around them in an inescapable spiral in this coming of age romance."

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/156970743x
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/156970743x


Archived Entry - 04/26/2008: "Yaoi Review: Thirsty for Love"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000819.htm[4/27/2019 2:58:02 PM]

This blurb does no justice to this amazing piece of work by Satosumi Takaguchi and
Yukine Honami. The story centers on our three boys Orie Nakano, Suguru Suenobu,
Tatsumi Kuwabara and the woman in the center Yuka Sarai. Yuka is triple-timing her
men. Orie is the only one who doesn't know that Yuka is sleeping with other guys.
Tatsumi comes across Yuka and Orie getting it on, but instead of freaking out, he joins
in on the fun. Once the action is over and Yuka is in the shower, the two get into a bit
of a scuffle and Orie leaves.

The story gets even more complicated from here. Orie plays on the school basketball
team and has admired an upperclassman for quite some time. For some strange
reason his sempai (for those unfamiliar with honoriffics, sempai = upperclassman)
suddenly quits the basketball team. Orie doesn't quite understand and takes it very
personally.

The day after the threesome Tatsumi chases down Orie and drags him to the roof. Up
there waiting for the two of them is Suguru, Orie's sempai. We soon learn that Suguru
is also seeing Yuka and was aware that he wasn't the only one she was involved with.
Suguru takes it particularly hard that the third guy in the equation is Orie. Orie breaks
down as well, because he's upset that his sempai is quitting the team before he had
the chance to play with him (not in that way, this may be yaoi but this is a pretty deep
story!)

A few days later Yuka meets up with Orie on the way to school to explain that she
loves the three of them deeply. She also informs Orie that she has a secret that Suguru
knows, but she doesn't expound on it any further. Even though he walked with her to
school, she wasn't in class and the teacher mentions that she'll be out of school for a
while. It turns out that Yuka has Leukemia and it isn't expected to recover.

With Yuka's death brings deep pain to our three and the only way that they can
overcome their grief is to cling to each other.

This was a truly moving story. It was truly an amazing experience reading this work.
Takaguchi-sensei's story is unique in the yaoi genre. Any time you include women
characters they are generally shoved aside as jealous beasts because the guys are
getting all the action or used as set dressing. But in this case Yuka plays a central role
in bringing our three characters to their destined end. Along with Takaguchi-sensei's
story, Honami-sensei's art brings the story to life. Her detailed simplicity (I know, I
know oxymoron city, but that's the only way I can describe it) truly brings each
character to life. You can sense the sadness and pain in their eyes. All I can say is
WOW! If you want to read something that is truly unique in the yaoi genre, then this is
the way to go. It is beautiful to look at, June always does a great job. The cover has a
raw and gritty, yet beautiful feel to it. You'll definitely enrich your mind and soul by
reading this breathtaking story. I'm glad I read it!

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
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Be With You
Story: Takuji Ichikawa 
Translator: Terry Gallagher 
Publisher: Viz Media LLC
ISBN-10: 1-4215-0762-0
ISBN-13: 978-1-4215-0762-0

Review by Catya W.

I can still remember the day I received an email from my cousin
who enthused about this "super awesome" book she and her
friends read that week, and that she sent me a copy. A few days

later her copy of Ima, Ainiyukimasu ('now, I'm coming to be with you') arrived and a
month later, she emailed for my response to the book. I had to admit I didn't get round
to reading it because the story seemed lame.

Like those equally popular Japanese novels, Socrates in Love (A.K.A. Crying Out
Love, In the Centre of the World); I Can Hear the Sea, and Our Pinky Promise Six
Summers Ago. I also, admittedly, dismissed Ichikawa as Japan's Nicholas Sparks
(whose books I didn't enjoy). She wrote back, something like, "You'll be sorry because
if you don't read it, you'll never see how it could change the way you want to live your
life." My response to that? Pfft.

This took place, perhaps, three or four years ago? However, since then I got to read it,
but in snatches. A couple of pages here and a couple of pages there. It's never made

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1421507620
http://liheliso.org/
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an impact on me like it had on her. The impression I had during these random
moments that it seemed some kind of a variation on Audrey Niffenegger's The Time
Traveller's Wife.

I was wrong, of course... well, not quite, but that was how it seemed at the time. Now,
here's this book in English, translated by Terry Gallagher, and retitled: Be With You.
How did it go for me this time? Should I take back that 'Pfft' response? Well, yes and
no.

Be With You is a seemingly simple story told through widower Takumi who's
struggling to bring up his six-year-old son, Yuji, since his beloved wife, Mio,
unexpectedly died a year before. While patiently teaching his son to view death in an
unconventional way, he grapples with this secret fear of whether his lifelong health
issues had somehow affected Mio's happiness when she was alive.

Although already somewhat a recluse due to his health issues, this secret fear haunts
him enough to make him even more withdrawn from the everyday life. It's effectively
reduced his life to revolve around his son and their home. However, they do their best
to get on with their lives, but neither has an idea that when the next rain season
comes, it'd bring Mio back home to them. 
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Prince Charming 3
Story and art: Akemi Takaido
Published by the June Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1569708142
ISBN-13: 978-1569708149

Review by Cat

Finally, here's the concluding volume. Has the tangled web
Takaido built through her last two volumes fallen apart or ran out
of steam before making it to the finishing line?

Happily, no. If anything, it's still managed to produce surprises of various degrees and
a couple of 'F***! Can't believe that... not happenin', not happenin'! Argh, can't bear to
look!' moments. In spite of these moments and the complications, it works out in the
end and pretty well, too.

Following from the last volume, the relationships of English teacher Asahina, his high-
school and 'live-in lover' Yusa, and Yusa's high school best friends, Nagai and that
rascal Kagami, continue to be twisted and re-defined even further in this volume.

How far will Kagami go in releasing the growing sexual tension between himself and
his best friend's lover, Asahina? Will Yusa and Nagai resolve their issue over Nagai's
feelings for Yusa? Will there be another train wreck in slow motion? I can answer the
latter question, yes and no.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708142
http://liheliso.org/
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Not only that, we have three new characters introduced. One of them is a ghost from
Nagai's past, thanks to another new character: a strange first-year blackmailer-in-the-
making at their boys' school. There are at least three threats that could blow Yusa and
Asahina's undefined relationship - as well as the friendship among them all - apart. It's
down to them to save the 'day'. Can they pull it off? More importantly, has the
infamously irresponsible and apathetic Asahina finally grown up?

*fingers in mouth*

I won't go in details about the further adventures of these guys in volume 3 here
because I think if I tried, I'll ruin volume 1 and 2 for those who haven't read them yet.
So I'll just focus on what I think needs to be said. Volume 3 is a little different here as
it's a bit light-hearted, less cynical and dark than previous volumes. Also, it contains
more sex scenes than there were before. Even though there is a couple more new
storylines, it doesn't feel rushed nor a waste of time. It moves briskly but casually at its
own pace, which makes the reading rather pleasant.

Some readers might find the conclusion of the main story somewhat an anti-climax,
considering the somewhat complexity of these guys' relationships, but it fits well
because it's obvious from the start with volume 1 that the friendship among these three
high-school boys seems strong enough to withstand anything, even conflicts among
them. I suppose it's not dramatic enough for some readers, but for these guys, it's
dramatic enough, which suits me just fine.

When into the second chapter of this volume, I had wondered whether Asahina would
ever change as he seems to be still a cranky, indifferent, passive little tosser. When I
reached the end, I finally had my answer, which in turn made me finally like him. It's a
miracle, considering the fact that I thought he was a bit of a prick last two volumes.

After the main story ends, there are three epilogues that outline these four guys' fates,
and an amusing short "one shot" about Asahina's unexpected popularity. The sweetest
epilogue belongs to Nagai who has a reunion with a ghost from his past. As for the
epilogue of my favourite, the seemingly incurably incorrigible Kagami? Let's put it this
way: bloody typical.

There's something different about this volume. For a while, I couldn't quite pinpoint
exactly what. I realised that the usual art style has been amended in a way. In other
words, the famously inexpressive teacher has more facial expressions. In some cases,
prettier, which is kind of a mind blower.

Also, the translation seems different here, too. It seems to flow more easily - or more
naturally - than previous volumes. It might be just me, though. Or perhaps, it's less
dark than the first two volumes that makes it flow easily? Who knows? Either way, it
works well here.

I'm happy that the ending for each character is tied up quite neatly, which itself is a
surprise because Takaido tends to leave her endings widely interpretable, just enough
for readers to draw conclusions of their own. Well, her tendency still appears in this
volume for one certain major side character, but it suits his personality pretty well,
which makes his highly interpretable ending fitting.

All in all, I consider Prince Charming one of the most enjoyable three-volume
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manga I read in a while. It's not for readers who prefer stories that thrive on definitive
actions, dramatic speeches, romantic declarations, and the like. You won't find these in
this one.

Certainly for readers who enjoy stories that thrive on unpredictability, deadpan humour,
reflective angst, mockery, ongoing redefinition of popular concepts about love and
relationship, organic relationships (by this, I mean none of that 'me Tarzan, you James'
mentality), and, for me especially, Takaido's refusal to follow those popular teacher x
student storylines usually found in "yaoi" manga. Each time I thought I figured out how
it'd go, I was wrong. I like that.

Highly recommended. <- that's a posh way of saying, "Get it!"

Replies: 1 Comment

I am so jealous. I've been waiting, ever so anxiously, since February to read this
volume. My bookstores don't have it in stock yet. And now with your review, I'm about
ready to tear my hair out with anticipation!!! I look forward to reading this final
installment, and thanks for the review!

Posted by Kris @ 04/26/2008 03:17 PM PST
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Camera, Camera, Camera (volume 2)
Story and Art: Kazura Matsumoto
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-758-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-758-6

Review by Cat

And has volume 2 finally helped me to see the Light? Hm ... well.

After a scary experience and a heart-to-heart chat with his
brother Satoru at hospital, Akira Togawa decides to throw caution

to wind and reveals his feelings to Nakahara.

Now I can handle a story with a big cast, but not when it's not handled well. It jumps
from one character to another seemingly randomly and at times, suddenly. And as a
two-volume story, it at times feels disjointed, which is frustrating because it's obvious
that there's a good story in there somewhere. I feel it's the poor storyboard design ~ or
rather, storytelling ~ that lets it down.

Towards the end of volume 2, it's finally started to flow easily. As if mangaka
Matsumoto had found her pace. Unfortunately by the time I got used to the flow, the
story ended. Tsk.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569707586
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It's unusual enough to hold my attention, but it's a little too disjointed for me to enjoy it
thoroughly. It also isn't quite what a shounen-ai/yaoi reader would expect. It's a
dialogue-heavy story that revolves around Togawa's struggle to understand his
feelings towards Nakamura who's pretty mixed up as well. 
There is a bit of a mystery that deeply affects Nakamura, which brings the ghosts of the
past into the present. Arika has to learn to deal with his feelings about all this.

Either way, volume 2 flows a lot better than volume 1, even though there's less focus
on Akira and Nakahara's developing relationship than it is in volume 1. In actual fact,
Nakahara doesn't feature that much in volume 2. Which is kinda strange if I think about
it.

I think Camera Camera Camera is more about following Akira's journey into some
kind of madness self-discovery than about his relationship with the maddeningly
mysterious Nakahara.

I didn't quite like the ending because ... I'm not too sure, to be honest. Three reasons, I
suppose. 
1) I feel that Nakahara has basically created "Nakahara Part 2" out of Akira. 
2) during Nakahara's absence, Akira's - judging by his actions in Maki's story Natsu
Yasumi (Summer Holiday) - taken it much further than Nakahara ever did. 
3) there's nothing wrong with the ending, really, but it's left me feeling dissatisfied
without knowing why.

Again, production-wise, volume 2 is great. Not heavy nor stiff; easy and comfortable to
handle whilst reading. I'm determined that the day I feel particularly brainy is the day I
re-read both volumes because I know there's a good story lurking in there somewhere,
dammit.

Even so, readers who're more flexible or with fewer expectations of how the two-
volume story might go will enjoy it more. 
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Camera, Camera, Camera (volume 1)
Story and Art: Kazura Matsumoto
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-757-x
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-757-9

Review by Cat

I have understood that when you read something, it's supposed
to be a fun, pleasant ride. No one's told - or rather, warned - me
that reading Camera, Camera, Camera would be akin to
taking a ride on a roller coaster while high on booze and certain

class A drugs. And not in a good way, either.

If this review coming up is confusing, it's because I'm not bright enough to follow this
damn story. Or rather, Kazura Matsumoto's - shall we say - unique storytelling style.

Since their parents' marriage ten years before, Akira Togawa's in love with his step-
brother Satoru. It's something Akira still doesn't quite understand nor has he any plans
to tell Satoru. On a bike ride for school one morning, they have a collision with a scruffy
blond stranger. It quickly becomes apparent to Akira that the scruffy stranger knows
exactly what goes on in his mind, particularly towards Satoru. Enraged Akira instantly
becomes hostile towards him. As soon as he leaves for school, he dismisses the
seemingly arrogantly rude guy from his mind.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569707579
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569707579
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But guess who's at school? Right. The scruffy stranger.

He's Karou Nakahara who works a professional photographer. He's at school to take
photographs of the everyday school life. Akira is asked to assist Nakarahra as he has
an arm injury from Akira's bike accident earlier. Akira isn't happy, especially when he
realises Nakahara's particularly interested in him in a way he isn't used to. It, however,
forces him to examine his own feelings for Satoru and soon, Nakahara.

It seems simple and straightforward enough, but unfortunately it's not.

It requires you to rub two brain cells to figure out what's happening. I mean, the story
started off confusingly as it immediately takes you into the scene at a room apartment
containing a jaded, scruffy, cynical and chain-smoking photographer named Akira
Togawa who randomly paws and leers at a handsome young man named Maki.

It becomes clear that Akira is Maki's tutor in photography and that Akira is Maki's uncle.
Akira makes some cryptic comments and then, to Maki's annoyance, he disappears
without trace. Then, the following page opens to Akira as a young clean-cut high
school boy who acknowledges he's in love with Maki who's now named Satoru.

I was confused and then I realised Maki is actually Akira's step-brother, Satoru. It
doesn't help that Satoru looks just like Akira, either. It also took me a minute to realise
the rest of volume 1 is, basically, a long flashback to jaded photographer Akira's past
when he was a high school boy.

It revolves around six people - Nakahara the photographer, Daisuke the weird child
model who's in love with Nakahara; Miyato the girl who's determined to become Akira's
step-brother's wife; and a mysterious woman from Nakahara's dark past, Mariko
Natsume. Having a big cast is good if the storytelling flows well, but this jumps around
too much, which makes the tracking of characters kinda tough. Especially when many
look like each other.

I honestly don't have feelings of like or dislike for Camera, Camera, Camera. I feel
that if I could rub two brain cells harder or learn to get used to Matsumoto's style of
storytelling, I'd probably enjoy (or make sense of) it a lot more. Perhaps, volume 2 will
make it all clear to me. Like the way people see the Light.

And to whether it's worth getting this book? I honestly don't know. Perhaps considering
the pace of romantic development between Nakahara, typical 'yaoi' readers might find
it too slow and in a way, frustrating because it's not that "yaoi"-driven. If anything, I'd
classify Camera, Camera, Camera as a character-driven, shounen-ai drama with
a couple of suggestive sexual situations. Oh, I forgot: it's also a comedy. -_-

Production-wise, it's great because the book is not heavy nor so stiff, like some
June/DMP books. It's flexible enough for me to read it comfortably. This without
worrying about creasing its spine (my pet hate), which is the main thing for me.
Typesetting looks good, too. To be honest, I was too busy making sense of the story to
notice the quality of proofreading.

Having said all that, I really do like Matsumoto's art style. It's clean, strong and easy on
the eye. Yes, I do wish she didn't make her male characters so look alike and,
occasionally, make her female characters' eyes so bloody big. Even so, her black line
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drawing style is to die for.
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Stolen Hearts
Story: Maki Kanamaru 
Art: Yukine Honami
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-816-9
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-816-3

Review by Cat

It's never good when a bonus story is more interesting and
memorable than the main story, is it? This is the case with
Stolen Hearts, which is a shame because it's not very often

we have an opportunity to have a European historical tale in manga or rather, BL
manga.

Anyhow, Stolen Hearts comprises a three-chapter-and-an-extra tale of a cat-and-
mouse chase in 18th-century Europe; a Japanese high school oddball comedy, and a
contemporary fantasy tale in the world of American politics.

According the back blurb:

"Life is good as the son of an aristocrat. All the money and free time offers everything
one could want - elegant accommodations, fine clothing, sumptuous food and drink,
smashing parties, and as many sexual partners as you can count. But for one particular
upper-crust snob, priorities are about to change.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708169
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708169
http://www.junemanga.com/
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When a forthright and noble thief comes a-calling, he leaves behind an air of mystery
that's too hard to resist. What is this sly rogue's connection to the fate of the crown?
And what does any of it have to do with inspecting the elite-born sons' bottoms?!

Could it be he's truly the thief of hearts, who wears a mask to hide his desires?"

The last line is so wrong in many ways. He certainly didn't wear a mask to hide his
desires. :P

Stolen Heart 
A bored aristocrat's son is very, very, annoyed ~ not only has he been drugged with an
aphrodisiac and forcibly seduced, this masked thief dares to say he's fat. Fat! He's
known as the prettiest and most attractive noble in the society, so how dares he say
that? OK, he steals things, which is certainly wrong as well. This gives him an excuse
to chase the mysterious thief. Each time he thinks he's caught him, he gets seduced
and after the event the thief informs him a reason why he finds him lacking. This
annoys him even more and all the while, he starts to develop feelings for that rascal.

The oddest thing about this story is none of these characters has a name. I had to
make up some for them. The short, spoiled-son hero is 'George' and the masked thief
is 'Percy' (after Sir Percy, the fictional hero otherwise known as The Scarlet
Pimpernel).

I didn't quite like George because he's such a walking stereotype. As a son of the
noble, he's living up as a wastrel, spoiled brat, easily bored, arrogant, lazy, stupid, and
- there's no way round it - slut. It could have worked, or more believable, if it wasn't for
the fact that none of these matched his appearance of an innocent-looking boy. I
mean, he looks as if he's just graduated from a training school for choir boys.

As for the story itself, it's a fun cat-and-mouse adventure which, basically, redeems its
failings or rather, weaknesses. In a way it reminds me of that Cary Grant movie, To
Catch a Thief, which I loved. As for these weaknesses, I won't go into details here until
I follow it up with these:

Stolen Heart ~ The Beautiful Captive , Stolen Heart ~ The Wonderful
New World and Be Nice

Now in some kind of a relationship with the mysterious thief, the aristocrat's son is
bemused, mildly annoyed and suspicious when three things happen almost same time.
Why are the young noble sons being abducted? Why members of the nobility are
moving out of their country? Has his masked thief anything to do with either, or both?
There are restlessness, unease, and suspicion in the air, but sod all that because he
wants to know exactly what his masked thief lover is up to.

My jaws dropped when I reached the end, George and Percy's names still haven't
been revealed. After the first story, I thought perhaps it was intentional in a way that it's
part of the plot and that in the end, their names would be revealed with a dramatic flair.
But no.

Anyhow, George - our bright-as-a-button, spoiled rotten (but has a heart of gold... well,
tainted gold, anyway) hero - finally figures out what's going on. So, he sets out to make
it right in his own way. Of course, as with how all things are, he cocks it up. He has to
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be rescued by his masked thief lover whose background starts to affect their - I'm not
sure whether to use this or not - relationship.

Mainly, for me, living in Europe becomes a disadvantage when read something like
Stolen Hearts because it just doesn't jive with reality or knowledge. I mean, period
details in the story background are such a mish-mash that it took me a while to figure
out which period is the story supposed to take place. There's a bit of Edwardian there,
a bit of Georgian or Regency here, a bit of Elizabethan over there, and some dashes of
Louis VII over here. And there is a bit of Farmer George as well.

It's all over the place. It feels French, but the background and clothing details are
somewhat British. Very confusing. I administered a head slap and treated the story as a
fantasy 18th-century tale. It's somewhat worked.

On top of that, the story is a little odd. Fun, but odd. Characters are nameless. The plot
is sketchy and odd in a disjointed way.

And here's the main thing: Honami's art style doesn't work here. Not for me, at least.
Her characters look too innocent to make it believeable that they're part of the nobility
that's famed for its jadedness and cynicism, even though it's clear that these characters
are apparently jaded and world-weary.

It just looks so odd. Kinda like seeing a Labrador puppy in its kennel with a sign on his
kennel above says, "Beware of this vicious guard dog". I suspect it's mainly this reason
why Stolen Hearts didn't work that well for me.

That and the odd mish-mash of historical details as well as those stereotypes (clichés?
). It's supposed to be a fantasy, I think, but the fact that there's a factual feel to some
events make it hard to write it off as one. I do hold myself responsible for this as I
clearly lack the ability to hold suspension of belief.

I think anyone who doesn't give a fig about that kind of thing while preferring to have a
cute and easy breezy tale would enjoy it a lot more. I think so, anyway.

People Are What They Seem
As punishment for missing his mock test (or as this book describes, "make up test")
twice, Tomoyuki Naruse is forced to volunteer to work in the student council for a
fortnight. He's not happy, mainly because he's heard dodgy stuff - thanks to his
classmates - about the student council and its president, Takuma Fujiyoshi, and
Fuyijyoshi's weird nerd brother, Ken.

His fears are confirmed when he sees just how odd the Fujiyoshi brothers are and so,
he decides to slog through the fortnight-long punishment with his sanity - and, to his
eventual dismay, chastity - still intact. Will he succeed?

It's such an oddity that I still can't make heads and tails of it, so I really can't say much
about it except to say it's a fun - in a bemused way - read.

Random note: Every time I saw this term - "make up test" - in the story, I giggled.
Immature of me, but it makes me imagine it's set in a beauty or theatre school. But I
didn't know until I spoke with an American friend about this that the 'mock exam/test'
system largely doesn't exist in the U.S. Who knew?
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Kiss Scandal
Congressman Rudd is in the running for a re-election and it's expected he'll win
because he's widely seen as one of most promising - as well as the most handsome
and charismatic - candidates in national politics. However, unknown to the public, he's
in an intimate relationship with his secretary, Paul.

Paul is feeling uneasy because of two reasons ~ there's an increasing pressure for 32-
year-old Rudd to marry and his own fear of ruining talented politician Rudd's clean
record if the truth about their three-year relationship is revealed.

This is undeniably the gem of the entire book. Although the premise is so far-fetched
that it's safe to write it off as a fantasy, it's a great read. I'm not a fan of reading
anything with politics as part of its backdrop, but this is so far-fetched that it demanded
my attention and, in the end, won my admiration. It's also sweet and somewhat funny
in a way.

The only criticism I have for Stolen Hearts is the proofreading issue. I mean, Rudd's
first name in Kiss Scandal is spelled differently almost each time it's mentioned. So
far I've spotted Colun, Colin, and Collin.

[Clarification (2008 April 25): I was asked about the proofreading issue and so, I
re-read Kiss Scandal to provide citations. I eventually realised my mistake - there
isn't any. I studied it a bit more to figure out why I thought Collin's name was spelt
differently almost every time. Then I finally realised. It's whenever his name appears in
italics that that makes his name appear as 'Colun' and 'Colin'. So, it isn't a proofreading
issue after all. My apologies.]

All in all, it's a 'meh' book, but enjoyable all the same. If anything here that deserves to
be read, it's Kiss Scandal.

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 04/19/2008: "Yaoi revew: Stolen Hearts"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000814.htm[4/27/2019 2:58:19 PM]

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 04/16/2008: "eBook review: Bite"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000813.htm[4/27/2019 2:58:23 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Con Report: Sakura-Con 2008"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Yaoi
revew: Stolen Hearts"]

04/16/2008 Archived Entry: "eBook review: Bite"

Bite
By Sean Michael
Published by Top Shelf, an imprint of Torquere Press Publishers,
December 2007.

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Now this one was way better than the e-book I reviewed before!
(See "Billy and Bear" by Vic Winter) It's about a werewolf, a sexy
young millionaire named Anton Lupi, with cool grey eyes and
long, black hair, who hires a new chef to cook for his private
parties. The chef, Greg Henderson, turns out to be a cool young
dude with tattoos, a goatee, dark hair with bleached tips, and a

diamond earring, who cooks like a dream. Being a bit of a gourmet myself, I found my
mouth watering with each description of the food he cooks; hamburgers made from
chopped roast beef, tiny individual cheesecakes topped with berry compote, wild game
pate—I could go on and on about the food. But the only thing that interests Anton is
meat; red meat, medium rare to almost raw, at least while he's in human form. Gee,
imagine that, a werewolf who prefers eating meat.

It takes Greg a while to catch on that his new boss, who soon becomes his lover as
well, is an animal in bed and out. The sex between them is also way hotter than it was
in "Billy and Bear". There's nothing wholesome or Boy Next Door about Greg or Anton.
It seems Greg is also into bondage and domination. He gets off on leather daddies who
spank his pretty butt before fucking him. So he doesn't panic when Anton gets rough in

http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=730
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.torquerebooks.com/zencart/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=730
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bed. And he gets very rough. Be warned; some of the sex scenes in this book are
extremely graphic and can be a real turnoff if you're not into BD. It's mostly biting that
Anton is into, though, which along with his love of meat and the growls he emits when
aroused or angry, and his restlessness at every full moon, should be a tip off to
anybody who knows anything about werewolves. But our boy Greg has to see his lover
turn into a wolf before he believes he's a werewolf. Cute, but not too bright, eh?

You have to give Greg credit for loyalty, though, as well as guts. Most people would
freak out upon learning that their lover becomes a wolf at every full moon. But Greg,
after some misgivings, decides that it's simply another aspect of Anton that he has to
accept if he loves him. And he does, unconditionally. This makes Anton realize that
he's found a real mate at last. Since wolves mate for life, this is a good thing for both
Anton and Greg.

Unfortunately for them, someone else believes that it's a bad thing, someone in Anton's
household who's got a secret yen for him and is prepared to go to any lengths to get rid
of Greg. This includes vandalizing Greg's room with pig's blood like Carrie at the prom,
and allowing a rival werewolf to invade Anton's home and leave his mark (exactly the
way that dogs mark their territory—phew!). When the other werewolf succeeds in
kidnapping Greg, Anton must risk both their lives in order to get him back.

The story ends happily, but with a cliffhanger involving a mutual friend who's also been
kidnapped. So there's going to be a sequel to "Bite" later this year. Goody! I'm really
looking forward to it. Part One may have grossed me out in some parts, but it definitely
didn't bore me. Kudos to Sean Michael for an enjoyable, sexy romp that's no shaggy
dog story.
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Convention Report: Sakura-Con 2008

By Tom Good
Photography by Tom Good and Gregor Torrence

What does an anime convention feel like? Like the opposite of being in an elevator.
Take that mysterious force that makes elevator passengers silently ignore each other,
reverse it, turn it up to 11, turbocharge it, and you've got something like an anime
convention. At Sakura-Con, people smile and give high-fives to passing strangers,
they form giant glomp circles, admire each other's costumes and happily pose for
pictures. It's a beautiful thing to see. But where does it come from? Could the secret be
something about anime itself?

http://liheliso.org/
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Anime insists that young people have value right now. Not in five or ten years, not after
they finish school, get a job and buy a house, but now. They'd better jump into that
giant mech and save the Earth today, because the alien invasion fleet won't wait! The
radical thing about anime is not the mechs, monsters, or magic; no, it's the idea that
society can turn to young people for solutions instead of just blaming them for
problems. And in many anime stories, characters discover surprising potential within
themselves: some special talent, magic, or destiny. The characters aren't perfect, but
they surpass expectations (including their own) in some important way.

   

What does this have to do with Sakura-Con? Conventioneers usually stay at cheap
hotels in the area to be close to the action. The convention succeeds partly because
attendees become valued participants in a culture where they can explore, develop,
and share their talents -- whether that involves costuming, art, music, photography,
writing, or any other part of the vast world of anime and manga. The cosplay contest,
where fans take the stage to show off their handmade costumes and perform their own
skits, is one of the biggest events of the weekend. People show up to create and
become part of Sakura-Con, not just to watch it.

   

In some ways the convention is a fantastic three day party with many thousands of
guests. And as at all great parties, people discover how much fun they can have
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together. This may seem like something that just happens naturally, but the convention
organizers and staff deserve a lot of credit for creating a good environment and treating
people well. As Simon Young of the band The Slants commented, " . . . the staff
spoiled us more than anyone else ever has before."

    

   

Concert: The Slants

   

The Slants are a Portland, Oregon band that says Sakura-Con was "definitely the
largest stage that we've ever played on." Their recorded music has an 80's synth-pop
sound that reminds me of Duran Duran, but in the live performance they had more of a
hard rock vibe. Their act was kind of wild, and included climbing up onto the giant
speakers at the side of the stage. Apparently, they were later asked not to repeat this
bit of acrobatics, but it was fairly impressive and added to the excitement.

Concert: Scandal
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Scandal said in a panel discussion that they didn't expect so many people to come to
their show -- they are just high school girls, so it was amazing and didn't seem real.
Sitting in the audience at their show, I felt amazed too, but for a different reason: I
couldn't believe that a new and unknown indie band, high school girls from Osaka on
their first-ever tour, could play with such confidence and professionalism. This concert,
by a band that has yet to release a full-length CD, was pure fun from start to finish. I've
seen concerts by famous acts that were disappointing by comparison. It was like
watching unknown high school baseball players step up to the plate in a major league
game and hit one home run after another.

   

Scandal plays power pop that reminds me of Avril Lavigne or Green Day. Their
arrangements feature some nice syncopation and vocal harmonies. The band says
they've been influenced by groups like the Red Hot Chili Peppers, the Ramones,
Libertines, Sum 41, and Kiss. They observed that they got a "totally different" reaction
from crowds in America compared to those in Japan. Whereas the more reserved
Japanese fans enjoy the concert more "within themselves," American audiences come
together and react to the concert "as one."

Well, it didn't take long for the Sakura-Con crowd to warm up to Scandal, and when the
set ended the fans weren't at all ready to leave. I've never seen a convention crowd
start screaming for an encore so quickly and enthusiastically. The band returned to
huge applause and performed what turned out to be their first-ever encore. The next
day at their press conference, they said their recent performance at SXSW had also
gotten a great reaction, but here it was even bigger and better.
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I asked them what their musical backgrounds were before starting the band. Given the
quality of their performance, I expected that they had studied music for many years.
Instead, they said that the band had just started a year and a half ago. At first I thought
there was a translation problem, or that they had misunderstood the question. I asked
again to clarify and got the same reply. Confused, I said to the translator, "Are they
really saying they hadn't ever played an instrument before a year and a half ago? How
can that be? They are so good." He said, "Yes, that's right. It surprised me too." Even
considering that they practice for hours every day, it is still kind of hard to believe.

For me, Scandal was the biggest surprise and greatest discovery of the convention. I
liked them so much, I went to see them a second time on Sunday. They were great
again, and I found myself thinking, "this must be what it's like to see a band like
Nirvana when they are just starting out and haven't become famous yet." Later, I
noticed an online forum post with the title "Frustrated by Scandal." I thought, oh, so
there were also people who saw Scandal and didn't like them? But when I read the
details it turned out to be someone frustrated at not being able to buy a Scandal CD
immediately. That I can certainly understand.

Concert: Ketchup Mania

   

Ketchup Mania, from Tokyo, won the award for "Best Japanese Punk Group" in Shojo
Beat magazine's 2007 music issue. They put on an energetic show, fronted by their
charismatic singer Hiro. The band sings in Japanese, but with very noticeable stress
accenting of certain syllables, which is interesting because Japanese is not a stress
accented language, though English is. In effect, the Japanese singing sounds just a
little bit more like English than ordinary Japanese speech does. Other Japanese bands
do this too, in fact Scandal also does it, but I had never consciously noticed the
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phenomenon until this year's Sakura-Con. Perhaps it came from Japanese artists
listening to Western rock music and absorbing the rhythms of the vocals, kind of like
the way that some American bands sound like they have a British accent when they
sing.

Concert: Ali Project

    

    

After the guitar-based sound of the other bands, Ali Project provided a nice change of
pace with an orchestral-techno sound that included two violinists on stage. Sakura-Con
was their first-ever appearance outside Japan, but because they have recorded many
different anime theme songs, they instantly connected with the crowd. After the frantic
fun of the other concerts, at first this act seemed a bit subdued. But then the dancers
joined in, putting on a kabuki-style drag show that livened things up considerably.
(Kabuki began as a female-only format, then soon switched to being exclusively male,
so the form inherently contains cross-dressing, much like the English theater in
Shakespeare's time.)

Dance
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Sometimes a dance is just a room full of people hopping up and down, but this one had
style and substance: the dancers had some really good moves. Some of the guys
weren't in anime costumes, so they wouldn't have stood out during the day, but the
dance was their time to shine. One guy had made a glow-stick nunchaku and was
whipping it around with real skill like a raver Bruce Lee. Others waved flashing lights or
glowing bars in cool patterns, and some break dancers displayed their abilities.

Guest: Caitlin Glass

Caitlin Glass, a voice actress and director known for roles in shows like Fullmetal
Alchemist, Gunslinger Girl, and School Rumble, talked to fans about becoming a voice
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actress at Funimation. She also said that Winry from Fullmetal Alchemist was the
biggest challenge among her characters, because she goes through so many
emotional situations and has such highs and lows. "Going in to record was like
spending time with Winry," she said, and it became like having Winry as a friend.
Asked about future anime she would like to appear in, she mentioned Romeo x Juliet.

One audience member raised his hand, and his question for Ms. Glass turned out to
be, "will you marry me?" Her deadpan response: "I don't know dude, what does the
ring look like?" He reached into his pocket, approached the front of the room, and
presented her with something. She laughed and said, "For those of you too far away to
see it, this is a key ring!" She then tried it on and proclaimed it to be too big.

Movie premiere: Vexille

When a villain pulls out a knife and cuts off his own leg in order to make an escape,
you know he's not just a minor villian, but a guy who's really taking his life of crime
seriously. That's just one of the many memorable images in Vexille, a science fiction
action movie directed by Fumihiko Sori, who also directed Appleseed. This movie
combines computer generated graphics with an anime aesthetic, and contains
spectacular lighting effects that make each frame look like a HDR photo. But by
smoothing the textures and reducing details on areas like faces, the artists keep the
style anime-like, and avoid entering the "uncanny valley," the effect where computer
generated faces that are too photorealistic start to look creepy and unappealing.

Vexille borrows ideas from many sources such as Akira, Dune, The Matrix, and Ghost
in the Shell. This means that it doesn't have a completely original plot, but then again
few action movies do. What it does have is a stunning look, with lighting that often
looks like something from a Rembrandt painting. Go see it for the brilliant visuals, and
the music by Paul Oakenfold.

Sakura-Con 2009

Sakura-Con 2009 will be held April 10-12 at the Washington State Convention and
Trade Center in Seattle, Washington. 2008 proved that Sakura-Con just keeps getting
bigger and better, so if you get a chance to go next year, I'd highly recommend it, and
I'll see you there.
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Click here for ALL the Sakuracon 2008 pictures by Tom Good and Gregor Torrence.
You'll be glad you did!
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Glass Sky
Story and art: Yugi Yamada
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ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-775-3

Review by Cat

Although just a collection of oneshots, Glass Sky is one of
Yamada's best works. It does have a couple of romantic
comedies, but the heart of the book is "A Little Glass Sky", the
story of Suzuki Naoki.

Ever heard of a saying: 'Don't let the bastards grind you down'? It's clearly Naoki's
motto and that's what makes his story - which takes place during his school years - so
heart-breaking. But first, let's see what other stories are about.

But I'm Young
Twenty-year-old Aoki works at a 24/7 store where he's in a complicated love triangle
with high school students Kudou and his girlfriend Miyakawa. When he tries to define
the situation, it unexpectedly spins out of control.

For frequent readers of Yamada's stories, this is a standard Yamada story. For those
who aren't might find this a sweet, funny story, even with its almost-crazy-as-arse
conclusion.
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Could it Be Love?
Notorious playboy and college student Sakamoto Tadashi receives a love confession
from Kojima. Wa-hey! As he pounces on Kojima, he immediately discovers a horror -
he's somehow fallen victim to impotence. And so begins his painfully funny journey to
recovery and love.

It's another comedy that deals with a dilemma and an eventual realisation what love is.
Although the story is average, I was thrilled with this oneshot for one sole shameless
reason: Suzuki Naoki! This is his first appearance as Sakamoto's college friend and ex
who attempts to help his issue.

Too Embarrassed to Say
Kojima's still trying to wrap his head around the fact he's dating "unbelievably popular"
Sakamoto. And that he's not all that prepared to accept the reality.

A continuation from Could It Be Love?, told from Kojima's point of view. I found this
rather sweet because it explores that kind of situation that many new couples
experience: moments of uncertainty, unfamiliar feelings, and not knowing how much
they can reveal themselves to each other. It's also average, though.

That's All From Me
An unexpected reunion of two former college classmates - Kousuke and Ichirou - takes
place at a club where a rakugoka tells "Kasa-go", a narrative joke about two long-time
Go players.

This means a lot to me for an, admittedly, unusual reason: rakugo. It's an old form of
comedy that is a combination of joke, storytelling, punning and word play. Usually it's
just one person on the stage to tell these narrative jokes. It's slow-paced and gentle-
natured. You truly have to listen to get all shades of humour, from the obvious to the
not so obvious. Of course it all depends on the rakugoka's skill.

My grandparents ~ especially my grandfather ~ adored rakugo. Whenever we visited,
he'd dragged me to a couple of afternoon performances. I was far too young to
appreciate the gentle humour and the clever word play, so I associated it with boredom
(and the permanently sore bottom from sitting in one place for too long). Quite similar
to those friends who disliked going to church on Sunday. It was a little like that for me.

However, as years passed by, I grew to appreciate rakugo and everything it stood for. I
hadn't realised until not long ago it's notoriously difficult for a comedian to perfect as an
art. In spite of that and the fact it's considered 'dead', some comedians today still try
because of the need to show respect and to invoke nostalgia.

That is, incidentally, what the heart of this story is about. The structure of this story is
also little unusual - it has four layers of storytelling: the rakugoka's narrative joke; the
present-day reunion between two male adults; the flashback to the day when they
were students doing a performance of the same narrative joke, and the story within that
narrative joke, which also reflects the nature of the complicated friendship between
these two former class mates. It's a complicated balance that Yamada has, I feel,
successfully upheld.

In a way, it's an oddity as a Yamada story, but what makes it such a nice read is it
revolves around - and invokes - nostalgia. Nostalgia of those days when rakugo was
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popular; of those days when they were class mates when he tried to tell that narrative
joke, and those days in the story of the narrative joke itself.

It's also somewhat an oddity because Kousuke and Ichirou are in their mid-30s, and
they meet fifteen years since they last saw each other at college. It's a mature story
that is somewhat capitalised on vagueness, nostalgia, longing and faded memories.
Because of these - unusual for a 'yaoi' manga - elements, many readers dismiss this
as a boring story. In a way, they're right, but it's a sweet story that means a lot to me.

That's Enough for Today
Feeling the bite of old age, Kousuke is cranky and suspicious towards his new-found
relationship with his former college friend, Ichirou. They are in their mid-30s, so aren't
they too old for all this romantic stuff?, he wonders. .

A continuation from That's All From Me, the story of Kousuke and Ichirou. Nothing
to write home about, but it's a nice tie-up to the previous story.

Our Symphony
A school pupil is running late for an opening ceremony and he somehow stumbles
across another pupil who's doing 'Beethoven's 5th symphony in C minor, opus 67' on
piano. It's instantly love at first sight.

A quirky and steamy little comedy that isn't what it seems. Yamada loves having a
'what if?' in her stories and so, it's no surprise that she'd produce something like this.

The Teacher I Love
Seven years after getting together at school, Tetsu frets about whether his cute
boyfriend - and former teacher - is getting bored with him, especially with all these hot-
blooded boys at school on the prowl.

Whenever I read a high school pupil x teacher story, I wonder what could happen to
the couple a few years later? With The Teacher I Love Yamada explores this
question with her usual brand of humour and sly dig at the popular story device itself.
Although average, it's a fun gallop through the land of What if?

Guys, Girls 
Two working men get their heads turned upside down when one suspects the other
isn't a guy because of his growing attraction towards him.

You want an idiot couple? You'll find it here. It's a short whimsical story that can be
enjoyed with a cuppa and half of a biscuit. It's a good thing ... hm, maybe not because
it puts you in a relaxed mood that will soon be destroyed by the following story:

A Little Glass Sky
Due to his feminine looks and 'campy' mannerisms, Suzuki Naoki is frequently a victim
of school bullying. The ringleader is Yada who soon takes it a lot further than expected.
Stuck in a spiral of destructive nature, both begin to have complicated feelings for each
other, even though Naoki can't see how it'd end well for both.

Yay! Suzuki Naoki's story! It's one of most heart-wrenching stories Yamada has ever
produced. It's not a typical love story. It's a story of first love, teenage angst, loss, and
an eventual acquired understanding of the human nature.
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I'm not that keen to write anything more than that because I feel it's best to leave it for
readers to discover for themselves. The art is not up to Yamada's standard, but the
story itself is so compelling that it's easy to overlook some dodgy art bits. If you need a
reason to buy this book, A Little Glass Sky is that reason. Read it in Borders if you
have to if you don't believe that it'd leave a little impact on you somehow. 

A side note: I especially loved the title, A Little Glass Sky. It clearly comes from a
popular children's story - I forget the title now (it might be 'Our Little Glass House') -
about conformity and individualism. We all behave according to what the society
expects of us and while we do it, we create a secret little world of our own to express
our inner dreams and desires, even it means hurting those we love or care for to
protect this little world.

However, we might some day realise that to ensure its longevity, we have to have the
courage to break the glass to reveal our little world to the bigger world to make them
accept this little world. It's a question of finding courage and strength to do so.
Yamada's story soon reveals which character has the courage to break through and
which doesn't. Hence the poignancy of the title.

Extras 
A school reunion party where a news announcement helps Naoki to conquer the inner
demon that haunts him all these years.

The conclusion of Suzuki Naoki's story. I urge you not to read this until you read Wild
Man Blues from Spring Fever (Mizu Numuru). It's such a sad tale, but it's a happy
ending for Naoki who finds happiness with a guy who's heavily featured in Wild Man
Blues. It's quite complicated because I detest the guy for what he did to Naoki and yet
I cannot help but feel sorry, especially when seeing how it ends for him.

Conclusion
This book is roughly 200 pages long and yet it feels packed with a reasonably strong
rereadablity factor. I mean, I read that June book, J-Boy by Biblos, which is about
300+ pages long (roughly 5 pages per story), but I never bothered to reread it. It didn't
have anything worth returning to for. This is not the case with Glass Sky. I think this
is my fifth re-read and yet, it still hasn't failed to lose that freshness. Especially Suzuki
Naoki's story, A Little Glass Sky.

Glass Sky has a bit of everything - comedy, romance, angst, thought-provoking
moments, silliness, heart-felt sentiment, shallowness, drama, mature adults,
teenagers, and many more. Honestly, it's a real gem. Whether a Yamada fan or not, it
makes a good addition to a BL collection.

--The Suzuki Naoki story--

Although "Glass Sky" can be read as a standalone, this list is for readers who'd like to
follow Suzuki Naoki's story in chronological order:

- Glass Sky (the story of Naoki and Yada at their high school)
- Laugh Under the Sun (the story of Chika and Sohei eight years after graduating
from their high school with Naoki as a major side character)
- Wild Man Blues (an extra from "Mizu Nurumu" [Spring-warmed Water] a oneshot
of Naoki and his childhood friend, Namakura Ayu, which takes place eight years after



Archived Entry - 04/06/2008: "Yaoi review: Glass Sky"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000811.htm[4/27/2019 2:58:39 PM]

Ayu moved away from their hometown with his family)
- Never Cry (renamed as 'Extras' in "Glass Sky") (the conclusion of Naoki's story that
takes place at a school reunion party, featuring Naoki, Chika, Sohei and a tiny guest
appearance from Ayu).

Sorry that this is such a long review, but I suppose it's a long-winded way of saying,
"Get a copy!" I promise next reviews will be a lot shorter. ... well, short-ish.
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And it's always good if you can get Jesus to come to your convention.
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Stay tuned for the real report from Tom Good in the near future or whenever he posts it
here.
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Click on image for larger version

Tom said the cosplay was amazing, as usual. I believe it.
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Prince Charming 2
Story and art: Akemi Takaido 
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-752-4

Review by Cat

I was absolutely thrilled to receive the second volume of "Prince
Charming" because I've thoroughly enjoyed the first volume
(review here). Here's the back blurb of volume 2:

"The debauchery continues for Ashina-sensei as, despite having
allowed Yuasa to move in with him, he begins to consider the idea of merging his new-
found sexual appetites with his former wanton ways. Like the saying goes: you
can'teach an old dog new tricks – and it could mean heartbreak for Yuasa. Meanwhile,
Nagai confesses his true feelings, leaving Yuasa more confused than ever. Can he
deal with the fact that the object of his affections wants to try a threesome? Or is a new
love waiting for him just around the corner?

Twists and turns come unexpectedly as author Akemi Takaido explores the
complicated nature of love, sex and desire. All bets are off on who ends up with who as
the story unfolds, leading to next volume's satisfying conclusion!"

Yeah, right. As soon as I finished reading volume 2, I kicked a coffee table in a fit of
frustration.
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Whether that is a good thing or not, I have no idea. I just know Takaido has done a
really good job with this volume and that I'd kill to get my mitts on volume 3, the last
"Prince Charming" volume. Which is a good thing, I suppose.

I'm not sure how to review this without spoiling it for those who haven't read volume 1
yet. If you're one of those readers, please do not read on as I doubt I can hold back
from chucking in a couple of spoilers. I promise it'll worth averting your eyes from this
review if you will one day read volume 1. However if you're anything like me, you'll
probably not be able to resist, so with this in mind, I'll try to be as vague with some
certain details as possible.

As a reminder, volume 1 opens with school teacher Ashina surprised and annoyed
when Yuasa, one of his students, has some photographic evidence of Ashina in a
compromising position with an anonymous woman, made by a concealed camera at a
love hotel. Yuasa offers to help him to track down the video tape. Ashina is aware that
if this came out in the open, it'd be the end of his already shaky teaching career.

He frankly doesn't care about his career, but he, for reasons known to no one including
himself, agrees to go along with Yuasa's madcap plan. He's also well aware that Yuasa
has a not-so-innocent eye on him, but he's curious and apathetic enough to let the flow
flow. However, before he's realised what was happening, Yuasa moves in with Ashina
with his two best friends partly in tow.

That's the start of Ashina's struggle to adapt to his life that's turned upside down.
Meanwhile Yuasa - with all his energies focused on getting Ashina to accept his
feelings - gets knocked aside by his best friend Nagai's increasingly strange behaviour
and possible love confession.

On top of that, Ashina is increasingly intrigued by Yuasa's best friend, Kagami, who
doesn't shy from making clear he'd love to have some skinship with him. Kagami's sly
digs and flirty comments start to plant an idea or two in Ashina's head, making him
react in a way he doesn't expect.

All the things that start in volume 1 continues to deepen within volume 2. I have to
admit that I didn't expect Takaido to pull it off because it$B!G(Bs so tangled that
it$B!G(Bs easy to expect it all to fall apart. Surprisingly, it doesn$B!G(Bt. Well, it
depends on what you look for, really.

If you expect a clean-cut, straightforward tale of two guys falling in love and their
attempts to work through relationship problems, you won't get it from here. Even
though it does somewhat revolve around two guys working through - well, in Takaido's
style, anyway - relationship problems, mostly to define and re-define their idea of love
and relationship.

Basically, the focus isn't on the main couple - Ashina and Yuasa - but on them with
other guys. That's as in Yuasa and Nagai, and Ashina and Kagami. However, it's
increasingly clear that, in spite of these developments, Ashina and mostly Yuasa have
the intention to remain together. Somehow.

To be honest, it reminds me a bit of how it is in real life. The kind you get from a close-
knitted circle of friends. This I suppose gives "Prince Charming" the feel of a soap
opera, but without melodrama. It's a slice of life, if you like, but with dry humour and
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quirkiness added in the mix.

Volume 2 has a stronger dose of humour than volume 1, actually. As if to soften the
angst aspect from Yuasa and Nagai's issues with each other and to remind us that
"Prince Charming" is a romantic comedy, which it is.

Either way you just can't help but go along with the story. Unpredictability is the main
theme of this volume, basically. So many twists and turns. I thought I have read
enough Takaido stories to know what to expect, but all expectations I had left for
"Prince Charming" after reading volume 1 were - there's no way to prettify this -
chucked out of a window by volume 2.

I really can't quite say any more than this because it's basically a continuation from
volume 1 to volume 3. Ashina is still mostly at his usual self - sarcastic, hard to read,
and aloof, but he's becoming more honest with himself, which is a massive milestone
for him. Yuasa is still a happy-go-lucky guy who goes after what he wants, even
though he's blindsided by Nagai's unexpected revelation. Considering his personality it
shouldn't be a surprise that he would make attempts to save his friendship with Nagai,
but it's still a surprise.

Nagai - while still a guy who doesn't say anything more than that's needed to be said -
is a little different this time. At times he's almost lost the control of his suppressed
feelings for Nagai and the frustration that comes with it. To be honest, while I'm not that
keen on him, I think he's the most interesting one of all in this volume because of his
admittedly complicated friendship with Yuasa whom he's already having a casual but
almost sexual relationship with.

And, of course, there's my favourite character: Kagami the shameless cad (and the
main provider of comedic moments). He's still happy being seen as a guy with no
morals, but it's becoming clear he's a hero in his own way, which fully confirms and
justifies my like for him. I frankly can't wait how it'll turn out in the end for this cad.

I'm sorry if this review isn't so tidy, but I hope I haven't given out too many spoilers. I'm
mainly happy that unlike some manga, the story as volume 2 doesn't sag. And that it's
a trilogy because I don't think I could tolerate another wait between volumes. I truly
look forward to reading volume 3. 
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Laugh Under the Sun
by Yugi Yamada 
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.
ISBN-10: 1-56970-776-6
ISBN-13: 978-1-56970-776-0

Review by Cat

When Sohei Shirai was 17 and high on an ambition of becoming
a world-class boxing champion, he almost killed a school
classmate during a friendly round of boxing. This traumatised him
enough to abandon boxing altogether.

Now at 25, with nothing but good looks to his name, he lives off the kindness (and lust)
of working women who take him in as their live-in lover. His life goes nowhere and he
knows it, but has convinced himself well enough to believe he doesn't care. However,
there's a tiny thought that rattles around in his skull: how long can this go on?

After his latest sugar mummy boots him out, he$B!G(Bs broke and homeless but
there$B!G(Bs one place he can go – his childhood friend Suzuki Naoki$B!G(Bs
apartment. Instead of finding Naoki, Sohei comes face-to-face with Chikazawa
Osamu, also a close childhood friend and at times, worst enemy.

Chika has that special ability of recognising Sohei$B!G(Bs secret fears and emotions.
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However, to Sohei$B!G(Bs annoyance, he also has an ability to piss him off easily.
Chika$B!G(Bs always been cool-headed and mature. Not at all like Sohei who$B!G(Bs
hot-headed, impulsive, aimless, and wild.

Regardless, there are no one more important to Sohei than Chika and Naoki. He
knows Naoki always has the time to listen, even if he keeps interrupting poor
Naoki$B!G(Bs love life. He also knows whenever Chika criticises; it$B!G(Bs done in
the name of friendship. He knows no matter how bad he would behave; both will
always be there for him. They are his safety net.

So, finding Chika at Naoki$B!G(Bs place surprises him. He senses there$B!G(Bs
something big changing and he doesn$B!G(Bt like it. Especially after learning why
Chika was at Naoki$B!G(Bs - freelance journalist Chika and graphic designer Naoki
have decided to set up a company together.

This revelation leaves Sohei vaguely unsettled. Will his safety net be taken away? The
feeling increases when he suspects there$B!G(Bs something going on between Chika
and Naoki, which awakens these vague feelings within him towards Chika, especially
when during a quarrel Chika reveals never seen Sohei as a friend. Sohei slowly twigs
on what Chika has been really feeling all these years.

Sohei$B!G(Bs sense of unease increases even more so when Chika tries to
encourage him to take up boxing again. He$B!G(Bs well aware that at 25, he$B!G(Bs
too old for boxing. However, Chika makes it clear to Sohei that if he doesn$B!G(Bt try,
he$B!G(Bll never be happy. With that said, he basically kicks Sohei$B!G(Bs arse to the
nearest boxing club.

And so begins Sohei$B!G(Bs journey.

"Laugh Under the Sun" was published eight years ago and as far as I can see, it stood
time well. In honesty, because I$B!G(Bm such a fan of Yamada Yugi that I expected
the usual storyline, but to my surprise, it$B!G(Bs a little different from the norm. Instead
of a story of two $B!H(BI$B!G(Bm no homo!$B!I(B guys falling for each other, it$B!G(Bs
a poignant tale of a guy growing up.

I would classify "Laugh under the Sun" as $B!D(B perhaps, 'Lad Lit' (as opposite to
Chick Lit) because the story mostly revolves around Sohei$B!G(Bs journey to
becoming a better man while reviving his abandoned childhood dream and finding
love. I admit at first I was a bit miffed (mostly because I'm still feeling the effects of
overdosing on lad lit novels), but soon I found myself rooting for Sohei.

Don$B!G(Bt get me wrong – Sohei$B!G(Bs romantic relationship with Chika is very
much part of the story. It$B!G(Bs just not as centred as other Yamada stories. It has all
Yamada trademarks, though – comedic moments (especially where Naoki is involved),
interesting dialogue, sly digs at social issues, and poignant moments. While there
aren$B!G(Bt many, sex scenes justify the $B!F(BRated 18$B!G(B rating.

However, I$B!G(Bm not that impressed with Yamada$B!G(Bs handling of
Sohei$B!G(Bs probably biggest change: his love life. I mean, this is a self-confessed
super macho guy who$B!G(Bs been around a block or two with women and
doesn$B!G(Bt shy from making homophobic comments. Then there is he - getting
romantically involved with his male childhood friend. There isn$B!G(Bt much reflection
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on this life-altering change. I felt Yamada$B!G(Bs glossed over this part, making it
somewhat a fairy tale. That$B!G(Bs when comparing with other but seemingly realistic
issues within the story.

I mean, Yamada has done well in addressing Sohei$B!G(Bs lack of direction that
affects many people in real life; Sohei$B!G(Bs growing awareness that he$B!G(Bs
getting old, especially when competing against much younger boxers; Chika and
Naoki$B!G(Bs struggle with the current climate of employment that presently exists in
real life Japan; Sohei$B!G(Bs homophobic comments; the complexity of years-old
friendship, and many more.

So, it$B!G(Bs a little strange that she held back from including the effects of the
change might have on Sohei. It$B!G(Bs not a serious thing, though. Perhaps she did it
to enforce the romantic aspect to soften the reality of some social issues in the story?
If so, I suppose it makes sense why she held back.

There isn't much to say about Yamada's art work - it's the usual business. It's still
sketchy, but good enough to make it unique, quirky and memorable. There's still a
round of some awesome facial expressions (probably my favourite part of Yamada's
art). There's still the kind that makes poignant moments truly poignant.

Production values -- the book feels solid enough to make the read enjoyable. Not so
heavy nor so thick. Just right. There aren't many SFXs, but when there is one, it's left
untouched with an English translation beneath. Dialogue text is easy on the eye, but
the typesetter in me isn't that impressed with the layout of some dialogue text. It feels
rushed, but that just might be me. In short, it's a reasonably good job all round.

All in all, I$B!G(Bd say "Laugh Under the Sun" is one of Yamada$B!G(Bs better works.
Granted, it won$B!G(Bt achieve the classic status that her probably best known work
"Close That Door!" has, but it$B!G(Bs definitely worth getting.

Mild spoiler alert: there is a possible continuity error.

In "Laugh Under the Sun", just after giving a school reunion invitation to Sohei, Naoki
reveals the fate of their former classmate, which marks an important emotional turning
point for Sohei. Yet in "Chiisana Garasu no Sora" [Little Glass Sky; renamed as "Glass
Sky" under June/DMP], it$B!G(Bs during the school re-union that Sohei, Chika and
Naoki learns from a friendly former classmate about the fate of their classmate. Heh.

--The Suzuki Naoki story--

Although "Laugh Under the Sun" can be read as a standalone, this list is for readers
who like to follow Suzuki Naoki$B!G(Bs story in chronological order:

- Glass Sky
(the story of Naoki and Yada at their high school) 
- Laugh Under the Sun 
(the story of Chika and Sohei eight years after graduating from their high school with
Naoki as a major side character) 
- Wild Man Blues (an extra from $B!F(BMizu Nurumu$B!G(B [Spring-warmed Water]) 
(an oneshot of Naoki and his childhood friend, Namakura Ayu, which takes place eight
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years after Ayu moved away from their hometown with his family) 
- Never Cry (renamed as 'Extras' in "Glass Sky") 
(the conclusion of Naoki$B!G(Bs story, taking place at a school re-union party,
featuring Naoki, Chika, Sohei and a tiny guest appearance from Ayu).

Review of "Glass Sky" available soon. 
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"Our sister company DMP is coming out with the complete Speed Racer manga this
April. They got these cool pop-up displays of Speed and Racer X to take with them to
New York Comic Con. They have traveled around the office, and someone decided to
have both of them peek over my cubicle."
I can’t decide if they are cool or…, 801-chan, 801 blog, March 31, 2008

Am I reading too much yaoi or does it look like Racer X is reaching for Speed Racer's
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ass?

I'll have you all know I had a huge moment of cognitive dissonance over this today.

Replies: 1 Comment

BWAHAHAHAHAHAH!! I think that you've been reading too much yaoi, but so have I.
He's trying to grab a fist o' flesh!

Posted by Kris @ 04/24/2008 05:03 PM PST

Search entries:

 

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"

http://manicaboutmanga.blogspot.com/
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso


Archived Entry - 03/31/2008: "Industry news: Speed Racer at DMP"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000806.htm[4/27/2019 2:58:57 PM]

J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 03/30/2008: "Yaoi review: Sugar Milk"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000805.htm[4/27/2019 2:59:00 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Yaoi review: Hot Steamy Glasses"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Industry
news: Speed Racer at DMP"]

03/30/2008 Archived Entry: "Yaoi review: Sugar Milk"

Sugar Milk
By Jaryu Dokuro
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Sugar Milk is a collection of short stories by Jaryu Dokuro. For a
first manga, Dokuro does very well and the stories are sweet and
mostly about high school love.

"What's Your Name?" is about Yamada, who was recently
dumped by his girlfriend. His girlfriend told him that she fell in love

with someone else on first sight but Yamada thinks that love at first sight is a myth. But
while he's moping at work one day, a customer catches his eye and he falls in love.

This first story sets the mood and tone for the rest of the book. As hard as it would be
to believe for a book about high school romances, Sugar Milk doesn't pile on the angst.
None of the stories are depressing or full of PMS-ing male characters. It feels very
refreshing.

"Fifteen" is a story about Shunsuke who falls in love with a basketball player. The
first story was about love at first sight, and this one is about a first kiss.

"The Lingering Scent of a Rainbow" failed for me because it was too cliché.
Furuya, a school teacher is in love with one of his students. But the student is very
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bright and cuts class often because he's not being challenged enough. The principal
suggests that the student be moved to another school that can better fit him
academically.

Why was it cliché? The student gives Furuya a special rock. He also takes Furuya to a
field of sunflowers and spouts the most trite expressions ever. "When the sunflowers
are in full bloom... I'll come back to see you." That amount of sappiness just killed my
enjoyment. Luckily this was the only story that disappointed in this anthology.

In "Milk," Taichi and Sho's friendship feels strained. That's because they've been
recently reunited. But one night when Taichi gets drunk, something happens that
explains why things have been feeling so forced between them.

"Sugar" is about Taich and Sho's past, and ties up the loose ends left in "Milk."

"Waiting for Winter" is about Nakamura who picks up a stray named Yoichi.
Nakamura is a freelance photographer and finding Yoichi was something unexpected
for him. Yoichi made the perfect model and he hasn't used anyone else since. But
soon Nakamura feels like he can no longer capture the man Yoichi's become on film
and stops shooting him.

"New Year's Eve" is a little look into Taichi and Sho's present life.

All in all, the stories were beautifully written and Dokuro's first attempt at manga is
successful. Another thing I was grateful for was the font size in this book. The bubbles
and spaces for narration were large so the font size was larger to compliment that. It
was much easier on the eyes and made for a very smooth read.

The art's also nothing to complain about. Dokuro's chibis might not be anything special,
but her regular characters are attractive. They have big eyes and really full lips and
usually shaggy or mussed up hair.

I had fun reading the stories and definitely recommend Sugar Milk.

Replies: 2 comments

Yay. Happy to see it's a hit here. Dokuro is definitely the one to watch.

Posted by Catya @ 04/01/2008 05:16 AM PST

Hey Catya,

I agree. Dokuro did very well for a first manga. Other than the "Rainbow" story, I
enjoyed every one of them. "Waiting for Winter" was my favorite out of them. It started
a bit wobbly for me because I didn't know where she was trying to go with the story, but
by the end, I loved it.

Posted by Ryes @ 04/01/2008 07:33 PM PST
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Hot Steamy Glasses
By Tatsumi Kaiya
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Hot Steamy Glasses was a frustrating read for at least the first
half of the book. Part of it has to do with the two main characters
who seem to be completely clueless, and part of it has to do with
the plot, which is nothing special.

Takeo is successful and smart but he's fallen in love with the
wrong type of person. Takeo is in love with his childhood friend Fumi. There are
several things that indicate that this relationship would be next to impossible. So why
won't it work out for two friends who've grown up together?

1) Takeo is an otaku and Fumi hates all otakus. The only reason he puts up with
Takeo's otaku-ness is because Takeo usually tries to hide his otaku-ness from Fumi.
There was a funny scene near the beginning when Takeo put all his otaku collectibles
in one room with a locking door, but forgot to actually lock it. Fumi freaked out and left.

2) Fumi is straight. He's very adamant about his heterosexuality. He already has the
perfect woman in mind to be his partner. I feel sorry for Fumi about this. He's pretty
certain he's straight but everyone around him feels sorry for Takeo so they keep
insisting that Fumi is actually a closeted gay. In fact, I really did believe he was straight
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for the first couple chapters. I kept expecting Takeo to realize that pursuing Fumi is
useless and fall for Fumi's brother Shogo. At least Shogo wants Takeo to be happy and
tries to help him snag his brother.

3) Takeo is a doormat and Fumi is insensitive. It's not a good combination. Takeo is
willing to go to all lengths to please Fumi, but Fumi doesn't give a second thought to
hurting Takeo's feelings.

But despite all that, they did get together eventually. After that the relationship was
more realistic. Fumi worries that they haven't moved anywhere as a couple. They
haven't even kissed yet. Their relationship now is no different from their relationship
when they were just friends. Takeo's been in love with only one person all his life so
Fumi worries that Takeo hasn't made a move because Takeo is a virgin.

There is a bonus short story at the end about two men who've been dating for a couple
of months. Naomi feels insecure because Aki always forgets to call him and hasn't
once said "I love you."

The art is clean but in the bonus story, both characters had the same hair style and the
same hair color, so they looked identical when Naomi wasn't wearing his glasses.
Other than the fact that the events are a bit improbable, Hot Steamy Glasses is a
passable manga.

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 03/30/2008: "Yaoi review: Hot Steamy Glasses"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000804.htm[4/27/2019 2:59:04 PM]

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 03/29/2008: "Sakuracon 2008 teaser"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000803.htm[4/27/2019 2:59:07 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Yaoi review: Necratoholic"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Yaoi review:
Hot Steamy Glasses"]

03/29/2008 Archived Entry: "Sakuracon 2008 teaser"

For those of you who are not at Sakuracon in Seattle this weekend...

Here's, um, something, so you can know what you're missing.

(Okay, I don't know what this is, but Tom sent it to me, so I'm posting it.)
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Necratoholic
By Maguro Wasabi
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Necratoholic is written by one of the mangakas of Tactics. The
cover is pure steaminess, and I'm surprised to find that
Necratoholic also got a few laughs out of me.

Sakuya is a high-ranking vampire. But ever since he had sex with
a dhampir named Atsumi, he's lost his taste for blood. It's actually

much more extreme—he can't even stand the sight and smell of blood. Now he
suckles on roses for nourishment...

Meanwhile, his manservant Balaur is in a constant state of panic because his master
appears to be obssessed with a dhampir, a vampire hunter no less, and doesn't even
seem interested in making money. (Sakuya and Balaur run a love hotel where Sakuya
acts as a S&M queen.) Well, we can't blame Sakuya for wanting to slack off because
the humans that pay to be the masochists in his S&M gig are weird perverts. Add to
that the fact that now Sakuya can't even get turned on by the smell of their blood. They
just repulse him.

What he really wants is to chase down Atsumi and regain his dignity. But Atsumi
disappeared completely after initiating a chase from Sakuya. But one day, he returns,
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but tells Sakuya that he is no longer hunting vampires. He's now a regular human
being and is an insurance salesman. One of the running gags in this manga is that
Atsumi keeps trying to sell Sakuya life insurance, which he obviously does not need
because he is a noble vampire with a long and eternal future ahead of him.

Necratoholic is definitely one of the racier and more explicit mangas that Juné has put
out so far. It's full of action and sword fights and stakes, but it also has a lot of gore and
blood and sex. I wasn't put off by it at all because Necratoholic does a good job of
entertaining. It's sexy and has plenty of humor. My favorite scene would have to be
Balaur's solution to the problem of what to dress Sakuya in when he has to go out in
daylight. Really... Sakuya is so gullible. Necratoholic is not afraid to poke fun at some
of the elements in vampire stories.

The art is beyond phenomenal (see cover). One of the things I would compliment the
mangaka on is the variety of outfits. They look so cool you'd want to own them.
Sakuya's wardrobe is the best—coats, suits, ruffles, capes, bondage apparel...

Necratoholic is the perfect, fun way to pass the time and I hope that Juné takes on
more titles like this.

For a darker, more serious vampire manga, look forward to Pathos by Mika Sadahiro
which will be available July 22.
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Antique Bakery
By Fumi Yoshinaga
Published by Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Ryes

Antique Bakery is one of Yoshinaga's funniest works. It's a cross
between love stories and slice of life. It does introduce a lot of
characters in such a short volume but Yoshinaga makes you feel
as though you know everything about them or you want to know
more of them. It's Yoshinaga's memorable characters that made
a fan out of me.

There are lots of characters coming and going but this first volume is mainly about
three men: Tachibana, Ono, and Kanda. Tachibana's family is rich, so he's used to
having anything he wants. His parents were shocked to find out that he wanted to open
a bakery shop, but like the supportive parents they are, they throw themselves into
finding him the best pastry chef there is. So he meets Ono (again) and they start up
Antique Bakery.

Kanda is still young, twenty-something, and was a boxer before but had to quit
because he had detached retinas. He was depressed about the news but soon found
Antique Bakery and fell in love with the pastry chef's works. Ono convinces Tachibana
that it's a good idea to take on Kanda as an apprentice and assistant.
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I saved Ono for last because he is the funniest and most endearing Yoshinaga
character. Ono is gay and never made a point of hiding it. In high school, he confessed
to Tachibana, but Tachibana is a homophobic jerk and rejects Ono. Ono, feeling down,
spirals into a depression out of which the current Ono is born. He may be the best
pastry chef and the nicest and sweetest man around, but don't underestimate him. He
is a "GAY OF DEMONIC CHARM." He's been fired from every job he had up until now
because he just can't turn off that charm! And he hasn't met a single man who can
resist him—until Tachibana.

Antique Bakery is like a slice of life because most of it is just flashes in the characters'
lives. People come to the bakery and meet new people. They reform old friendships,
and they fix up their relationship problems. It's a collection of short stories that are
more character-centric and less of the weighty plots.

Antique Bakery is a must-have for Yoshinaga fans, and even if you aren't a fan yet,
there's plenty to convert you in this book. After reading a few chapters, you come to
appreciate Yoshinaga's spare and clean style because it draws focus to the characters
and their actions and facial expressions. Her art compliments her style of story-telling.
Antique Bakery is also chock full of humor—Ono never fails to make me laugh. I'm
glad there are four of these books, and after surfing around on the web, I dug up some
doujinshis which I will be reading in a minute. If you have some hours to spare, even if
you don't, the Antique Bakery series is one of the best ways to kill time. Highly
recommended!
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Don't Say Any More, Darling
By Fumi Yoshinaga
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Don't Say Any More, Darling has all that you can expect from
Yoshinaga and with a lot of variety. The last half of the book is
not yaoi, so it can serve as a sort of sampler for readers
interested in Yoshinaga but are afraid of explicit content. As has
been said many times before, Yoshinaga has a way with story-
telling that makes the stories stay with you hours after you finish

reading.

The first story "Don't Say Any More, Darling" is about Tadashi, a "hack lyricist," and
Kouhei, Tadashi's friend who has to check on Tadashi every so often so Tadashi
doesn't starve. Kouhei is annoyed by the fact that Tadashi, who is gay, hits on him
every time he comes around. But what can he do? Tadashi is hopeless and fails at
writing lyrics and getting jobs; he would probably die without Kouhei's daily food
delivery.

"My Eternal Sweetheart" is one of the unusual stories in the collection. Arthur suffers
from a disease that requires him to stay locked up inside a house with an android for a
servant. His body cannot immunize itself if it encounters any kind of virus or bacteria.
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He cannot step outside or come into contact with any other people. He develops an
urge one day to have sex and begs his brother Mr. Ruffwood to build him the ideal
sexaroid. Soon he becomes bored and requests another one, and another one. But he
can never be satisfied with these androids, who look and age like humans, but are not.

In "Fairyland," a man wanders around the city looking for any sign of other people. He
finds a boy who might be responsible for everyone's disappearance.

In "One May Day," a middle-aged man loses his wife and meets another woman
completely different from her. One day, on impulse, he proposes to her.

The collection ends with "Pianist." Takayuki, a once famous pianist, is now an unknown
face. Satisfied with his success in his teenage years, he practiced playing less and
less, and soon his fingers couldn't remember how to produce the beautiful music that
once came to him easily. So he wonders about Ryoichi, the teenage boy he sees
outside every day who looks at Takayuki like he has something to say to him.

This is the second anthology I've read by Yoshinaga and it just confirms the fact that
her short stories are as compelling as her longer ones. One of the things I love about
Yoshinaga's style is its distinctiveness. No one pulls off facial expressions like
Yoshinaga and illustrates with strokes as deft as hers. Her style is very spare, not just
in her art, but also in her characters' dialogues. But despite that, the dialogues remain
rich and her characters colorful. There is not a single character who conforms to a
stereotype and with this anthology, every story has an unexpected ending.
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Five new yaoi novels from June this Fall:

Dark Walker
By Hikaru Yura and Hirotaka Kisaragi
ISBN: 9781569706152
Available November 18, 2008

Tomoki Naruse has just started his freshman year in high school.
And as with all healthy, young men at his age, he's been
dreaming of sex. But Tomoki isn’t having normal wet dreams like
his classmates! In his nightmares, err… dreams his partner is a
man and to make things worse, Tomoki is on the bottom! Aside
from Tomoki’s unsettling dreams, high school life is fun –
especially with his new, handsome, best friend Yugo Oda. But
Yugo is no ordinary freshman; he is involved in mysterious

activities that Tomoki can’t even begin to imagine…

More novels!

Passion - Forbidden Lovers by Shinobu Gotoh and Shoko Takaku
ISBN: 9781569705742
Available October 21, 2008

Juné Manga celebrates the conclusion of its first yaoi series Passion by Shoko Takaku
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and Shinobu Gotoh with the release of its original novel – Passion: Forbidden Lovers.
Join Hikaru and Shima in their exploration of a forbidden love.

The Guilty by Katsura Izumi and Hinako Takanaga
ISBN: 9781569706145
Available October 21, 2008

Illustrated by Hinako Takanaga, The Devil’s Secret (801 Media: 9781934129227) and
Little Butterfly (DMP: 9781569709078), and written by world famous author Katsura
Izumi, The Guilty is a four volume series reminiscent of the DMP best seller Love
Recipe (9781569708255).

Toya Sakurai only went into the publishing business to work with his favorite author,
Kai Hodaka. And now he’s getting the chance to do exactly that! But the demands of
the job are more than he ever expected. When his company wants Hodaka to publish
ahead of schedule, Toya has to find some way to persuade the author to cooperate.
Hodaka takes cruel advantage of the situation, demanding Toya’s body in exchange
for his next book. But the love of a fan is not so easily conquered… Let’s just hope his
fiancée understands!

All You Need is Love by Jinko Fuyuno and Noboru Takatsuki
ISBN: 9781569706107
Available October 21, 2008

Junya Sawa is an ordinary man—a modestly successful bank employee in Tokyo. But
that isn't the life he wanted for himself. In the eight years since he graduated from high
school, he's been unable to forget the man who could have changed his life—Uzuki
Kobayakawa, the heir to a yakuza dynasty in Tokyo. Now, brought together by chance
once again, he's forced to face the choices he made in his youth that tore them apart
and to decide whether their differences will keep them apart forever.

Noboru Takatsuki is most famous for the artwork in the popular PC yaoi games Silver
Chaos and Hanamachi Monogatari. Jinko Fuyuno has published over 26 yaoi novels in
her career. The combination makes for an explosive novel with stunning artwork and a
moving plot.

Dark Walker by Hikaru Yura and Hirotaka Kisaragi
ISBN: 9781569706152

Available November 18, 2008

Tomoki Naruse has just started his freshman year in high school. And as with all
healthy, young men at his age, he's been dreaming of sex. But Tomoki isn’t having
normal wet dreams like his classmates! In his nightmares, err… dreams his partner is a
man and to make things worse, Tomoki is on the bottom! Aside from Tomoki’s
unsettling dreams, high school life is fun – especially with his new, handsome, best
friend Yugo Oda. But Yugo is no ordinary freshman; he is involved in mysterious
activities that Tomoki can’t even begin to imagine…

Secret Moon by Siira Gou and Sato Tomoe
ISBN: 9781569706169
Available December 2, 2008
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Akihiro Tomoe has lived been living a lie for decades. A vampire, he has been able to
hide his identity and somehow insinuate himself into typical town life. However, this
peaceful and somewhat dull life is about to change. One night, he stumbles across a
man called Taichi Yamagami. Attracted to the pure but wild Taichi and meaning to cut
it off after one night, Akihiro seizes Taichi's body. But one night of passion isn’t enough
to satisfy Akihiro and he finds himself seeking out Taichi again and again. However,
Taichi seems to have a few secrets of his own. Whenever the moon shines from the
night sky onto the gentle Taichi, his personality transforms… 
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Selfish Mr. Mermaid
Story by Nabako Kamo
Art by Nabako Kamo
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Once upon a time in modern day Tokyo (I presume), diminutive,
repressed, put-upon, timid, nervous, timorous (ah, that's the word
I was looking for), clueless, closeted, salaryman, Mr. Kanan
came home to find his apartment flooded from the floor above.
Screwing up his courage, he goes upstairs to ask if they wouldn't

mind, please, y'know? turning the fucking water off? Anyway, it turns out the person or
thing that lives upstairs is a merman who lives in his bathtub. Of course the landlord, in
a one panel star turn as a plot point, evicts the merman for flooding his and Kanan's
apartment, so, logically Mr. Merman or Mermaid as he is referred to in this book (just
go with it, if you're still with me, just go with the Mr. Mermaid thing) moves into Kanan's
apartment, primarily into Kanan's bathtub. He must have jimmied the lock while Kanan
was at work because when Kanan gets home, there's Mr. Mermaid laying in his
bathtub. Shortly after Kanan's arrival home, Mr. Mermaid starts shouting orders for
food, wine, massages and, eventually, sex. But not just yet, first Mr. Mermaid has to
further terrorize Kanan by threatening to eat him. Still with me? Well, okay, then!
Ready for more more more?

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569707272
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569707272
http://www.junemanga.com/
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So after they have the inevitable, but consensual, sex, Kaioh, this Merman's handle,
admits that mermaids don't really eat humans, all he meant was that Kanan is so cute,
he just wants to eat him right up. This, I surmise, explains all the oral sex in this book,
by Kaioh, because in all the sex, and most everything else, Kanan pretty much just
lays there. And, yes, I had to point that out right now and right here. So! Of course
Kaioh is merperson royalty, and he takes Kanan to his father's undersea kingdom
(Kanan eats a pearl that lets him breathe underwater [yeah]). Under the sea, Kanan is
kidnapped by one of Kaioh's enemies and then Kaioh rescues him (hey, nobody is
going to read this book for its plot) and they go back to the surface, have more sex,
and presumably live happily ever after, at least until Volume 2 gets published and we
find out what happens next. The end.

Oh, Christ, gay sex with bitchy eldritch creatures? Okay, Japan, I've tried to
understand, but just what the hell is going on over there? (I think I stole that last bit
from Dorian.) And yet...I like this book, I like it better in print than when I read the first
chapters in scans. Juné's translation is, understandably, better, (because it better be)
and whole screen vs. book thing makes a difference here for me, at least. The cover is
cute, but this artist really can't draw fish (or genitalia), so I'm not sure why she went
with the whole homosexual merbeing thing, except it works as a yaoi concept.

Mermaids, fuck, the last time we had a mer-anything in a bathtub in this country was
Splash! in 1984 when Tom Hanks was young, Daryl Hannah was the blonde du
moment and there was a big country called the Soviet Union that spanned eleven time
zones. So, being a product of Western Civ, I can deal with the whole heterosexual
mermaids seducing heterosexual yuppies, but a gay merman kind of threw me. And
he's a selfish (as in the title), pushy, bossy, demanding, teasing, snarly, sarcastic, gay
merman who really loves Kanan and is quite tender toward him when he is so inclined,
which kept this reviewer reading. It's a pretty dopey story, but Kaioh and Kanan have
such as sweet dynamic between them, and a sexy one, too, I enjoyed it very much and
I'm glad June published it. I mean, the whole sirens luring sailors to their deaths
usually doesn't have a happy ending, and Selfish Mr. Mermaid ends on a lovely upbeat
note that makes me want more of Kaioh and Kanan in future volumes. What will they
do next between bouts of sex sex sex? Hopefully, we'll get to find out someday.

More mermaids at J LHLS, you say?

Mermaid Forest, vol 3 (anime)
Mermaid Forest, vol 2 (anime)
Mermaid Saga, vol 4 (manga)
Princess Mermaid (manga)
Mermaid's Play (art book)

We're more mermaid intensive at J LHLS than I thought.

Replies: 2 comments

Lots of sex? But... he's a merman. How does that work? Aren't their nether regions
incompatible?

Posted by Ryes @ 03/07/2008 11:20 PM PST

http://www.postmodernbarney.com/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0088161/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9781569707272
mailto:ryes_j@yahoo.com
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Oh, that's right, I forgot to mention that none of the mer-folks ever turn into half fish-
folk. I don't know why, there's no reason for the merpeople not to transmogrify. When
Kaioh and Kanan are under the sea, they don't have sex, so I'm not sure why there
wasn't a transformation. I mean, the main point of this book is porn, so I'm surprised
Kaioh didn't deliver a pizza at some point in it. On the other hand, this artist doesn't
draw fish well, so a hybrid fishman might have been inconceivable. I dunno, I'd think it
was weirder than it is if it wasn't yaoiland, where anything goes!

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 03/08/2008 06:43 AM PST
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PRESS RELEASE

February 28, 2008

-------
BECOME A PART OF THE MANGA WORLD WITH POP JAPAN TRAVEL'S MIND
OVER MANGA TOUR
-------

Japanese dojinshi, comics published by the artist and sold at special events across
Japan, have become a driving creative force, and a sensational way to connect with
other fans. In the past, Pop Japan Travel has visited these dojinshi markets, but only
as spectators. That's about to change.

This August, aspiring dojinshi creators, established small press comic artists and
manga admirers alike will have an unprecedented opportunity. Pop Japan Travel's
Mind Over Manga Tour offers guests the chance to go behind the scenes of one of
Japan's most respected dojinshi events, Comitia -- and if you choose, print and sell
your own comic or art book directly to Japanese readers!

If you apply and qualify, Pop Japan Travel will:

*-Translate your book into Japanese so that the locals can understand it 
*-Print your book and deliver it directly to the event at Tokyo Big Sight 

http://liheliso.org/
http://popjapantravel.com/?p=27
http://popjapantravel.com/?p=27
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*-Help you sell your book and discuss it with readers at a booth at the event

Since 1984, Comitia has been one of Tokyo's most popular dojinshi events. Run four
times a year, it focuses on original, creative art rather than fan fiction. That has made it
a key launchpad for new manga artists, with thousands of circles participating each
year. It takes place at Tokyo Big Sight, which otaku will recognize from Comic Party,
Genshiken and many other anime and manga series!

Even if you don't choose to sell your own book, you'll get an up-close look at the way
Japan's manga market operates. And the tour will also include the chance to meet and
pick the brains of some Japan's most important manga and dojinshi artists, plus a visit
to a cutting-edge anime studio and Hayao Miyazaki's Ghibli Museum.

Naturally, Mind Over Manga also includes our tried-and-true tour of Tokyo, providing a
mind-blowing look at the world's most populous urban area, plus a few excursions
outside the city and an optional three-day tour of Osaka and Kyoto, Japan's thousand-
year capital.

The exact itinerary and price for the tour are still pending, but we wanted to spread the
word as quickly as possible so you could start drawing!

Tour dates and activities are subject to change. Check out our Web site,
www.popjapantravel.com, or contact travel@popjapantravel.com for details.

-------

DIGITAL MANGA'S POP JAPAN TRAVEL is the original and premiere provider of pop
culture themed tours of Japan. Since 2003, PJT has operated more than 15 tours with
themes focused on Japanese anime, manga, games and more. Pop Japan tours offer
a careful balance of the hyper-modern world of J-pop culture and the rich traditions of
ancient Japan, and PJT is the ONLY tour agency to provide exclusive experiences
such as visits to anime and game studios, meetings with manga artists, and more. Pop
Japan Travel tours are organized in cooperation with IACE Travel, one of Japan's
largest travel agencies.

###

Oh. My. God. This is wonderful!
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Enchanter, Vol. 6
By Izumi Kawachi
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

Characters in Enchanter don't just express themselves with their
words, facial expressions, and body language. Some of them
even emote with their hair. When Mana is calm and relaxed, her
hair is also relaxed and her pigtails hang naturally, drooping
slightly toward the floor. This first shot of Mana also shows Izumi
Kawachi's special treatment of the eyes of some characters,

where one pupil is much more dilated than the other. I discussed this in my previous
review of Enchanter 5.

Then as Mana gets angry and
jealous, her hair starts to change. In
this intermediate state (not shown
here), her pigtails rise to a more
horizontal position, and a few single
strands of hair begin to make little
spirals that project up and out away
from her head. Izumi Kawachi uses
this spiral of a single strand of hair
with other characters too, as a visual

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708614
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708614
http://www.dmpbooks.com/
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device that usually indicates a character's embarrassment or discomfort.

And finally, we see Mana's hair in full anger mode. Like a startled cat puffing out its fur,
she has made her hair stand out in a spiky, forbidding pattern. Her pigtails have risen
above horizontal to a diagonal position that suggests the horns of a demon, and the
spiral strand of hair appears at the upper right of her head.

The whole transformation is a
wonderful effect, one that comics can
produce effortlessly, but is rarely
seen in, say, a live-action movie or
stage production. Though special
effects could produce this effect with
live actors, it would usually seem too
over-the-top. But readers of comics
accept and enjoy this convention
where emotional reactions become
physically embodied.

I suppose it is debatable whether or
not this sort of effect "really" happens
in the world of the story, or whether it
is an effect that only the reader can
see. To take a more straightforward
example, consider the convention in

American cartoons where a light bulb above a character's head indicates that she has
just had a new idea. Does the the light bulb really exist in the world of the story? If the
character looked up, would she see it? If she reached above her head, could she touch
it? Can other characters in the story also see it?

In the case of the light bulb symbol, I tend to think that the answer to all these
questions is generally no. The light bulb is a kind of symbolic overlay for the reader,
and the characters cannot see it, just like they would not bump their heads on the word
balloons, or look over and read the chapter titles. However, the Enchanter hair effects
seem much more real. When I see them, I do think these are physical events that the
characters are aware of.

These kinds of details in the art make Enchanter a lot of fun to read. It's a series that I
keep liking more and more, and I recommend it.

Previously at J LHLS:

Enchanter, vol 1, Tom Good

Enchanter, vol 3, Tom Good

Enchanter, vol 4, Tom Good

Enchanter, vol 5, Tom Good

Interview with Izumi Kawachi, creator of "Enchanter", Ginger Mayerson at Anime Expo,
2006
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Interview with William Lidwell, Founder of WOWIO
ebooks.

Interview by Ginger Mayerson

Mr. Lidwell was very kindly took the time to give me this thoughtful, informative
interview about WOWIO, his downloable free ebook company, the content of which is
about half comics and graphic novels.

Ginger Mayerson: What inspired you to found WOWIO?

William Lidwell: The original inspiration came from trying to understand why
textbook prices are so high relative to other kinds of books. The further down that
rabbit hole I went, the more I realized that the publishing industry was ripe for
revolution. WOWIO was conceived to help catalyze this revolution, and do so in a way
that dramatically improves exposure and access to modern written works while also
increasing the bottom-line net revenue for authors and publishers.

GM What were you doing before you founded WOWIO?

WL I sold my previous venture in 2000, which focused on e-learning. After that and up
to founding WOWIO in 2005, I spent my time writing, speaking, and consulting on
topics of design, management, etc.

http://www.wowio.com/index.asp
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.wowio.com/index.asp
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GM Was there a business model for WOWIO?

WL The primary revenue model for WOWIO has always been based on
sponsorship/advertising. There are many intrinsic challenges to such models, chief
among them is achieving the threshold number of users needed to attract major
sponsors. I often equate it to the building of an arch—you can't bridge the gap and
place the keystone without a scaffold of some sort. So, it's a race to complete the arch
before the scaffold collapses. Not to sound dramatic—this is really the nature of all
new ventures. Ernest Shackleton placed a classified ad recruiting for one of his
Antarctic expeditions: "Men wanted for hazardous journey. Small wages, bitter cold.
Long months of complete darkness. Constant danger. Safe return doubtful. Honor and
recognition in case of success." Perfect summation of a worthy startup.

GM You have some of the same titles as Rosetta Books. Were they an influence in
founding WOWIO?

WL Indirectly. Arthur Klebanoff is a visionary in the publishing industry, and when we
began seeking thoughtful, forward-looking e-content partners, he was at the top of our
call list.

GM Have you always been in publishing?

WL I wrote my first book, Universal Principles of Design, working at a privately
founded think-tank with a couple of very experienced academic textbook authors from
2001-2005. Writing UPOD and working with these authors was my introduction to the
publishing world.

GM What other type of media or businesses have you been involved in?

WL Design, consulting, and e-learning.

GM Are most of your books from publishers, in public domain, or individual authors?

WL Most of our books are copyrighted (i.e., not public domain) and from publishers.
We are not trying to be a commodity supplier of text-based public domain content—
Gutenberg.org, and the Internet at large, have that wrapped up. Our goal is to enable a
new kind of marketplace in which creators and publishers can easily and profitably
participate, while readers gain access to a diversity of high-quality content for free.

And for us, the "quality" component is paramount. There are plenty of sites where you
can download e-crap, and we don't want to be one of them. Nor do we believe that the
message should suffer for the medium, especially when it regards the classics. The
few public domain titles we do have on WOWIO (e.g., The War of the Worlds), have all
been professionally edited, designed, and produced, with the appropriate attention
given to layout, type, imagery, etc. We work hard to do these great works justice
through design, and in my opinion they are the finest editions you will find in print or
digital form.

GM WOWIO has, to me, an impressive list of comics. Do you approach creators or do
they find you?

WL Both, though creators are increasingly coming to us—word spreads fast in the
comic community. We plan to approach a few of the major comic book publishers in
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2008, but given the fragmented nature of the industry and the immense talent out
there, we will continue to focus most of our efforts on enthusiastically supporting and
receiving niche and independent comic book publishers.

GM Roughly how much of WOWIO's list is in comics or graphic novels?

WL It is about 50:50.

GM There is often much discussion as regards what can be done to jumpstart the
comics industry and increase sales. What do you think would be a positive step that in
your opinion would benefit the industry?

WL WOWIO

GM How is it your books are free and you're still paying the rent?

WL Sponsors are the primary source of revenue. This will soon be supplemented by a
variety of other programs, like subscriptions, ebook gifting, etc. Our goal is to achieve a
win-win-win for WOWIO readers, sponsors, and publishers—i.e., readers have access
to ebooks for free; sponsors get opportunities to establish valued relationships with
readers; and authors, artists, and their publishers get fair compensation for their work.

GM What is the creator revenue from each download?

WL In terms of compensation, I believe we are leading the digital world. In the fourth
quarter of 2007 alone, we paid out more than $500,000 in royalties. We regularly hear
from our content partners that they make more through WOWIO than through any of
their other digital channels of distribution—in some cases, more than all of their digital
channels combined. The 2008 royalty rates are fifty-cents per download for books, and
25-cents per download for comics. These rates will be adjusted downward as the
number of users grows, but the net effect will continue to be a significant opportunity
for creators and publishers to receive incredible exposure and compensation for their
work.

GM How are most of your customers finding WOWIO? I read the No Need For
Bushido" webcomic and ran right over to get their ebook when it was published.

WL As you did. We have conducted a few promotional campaigns, but the
overwhelming majority of new readers have come through the sites of our content
partners or through referrals from their friends.

GM Why couldn't I use my yahoo email to register and what do you do with the
information from registrations?

WL Two reasons: (1) WOWIO accounts require that you agree to the terms of a
licensing agreement. Since an agreement is only meaningful when it is between two
real parties, we require that people offer some proof that they are who they say they
are; (2) every WOWIO ebook contains watermarks that allow us to identify the user
who downloaded it. If readers can sign up from an account that permits anonymous
registration, neither the license agreement nor the watermarks do much to protect the
intellectual property of our content partners. Now, nobody is worried about the friend or
family member occasionally sharing a book, the concern regards egregious violations,
like sites dedicated to illegal file trading, etc.
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Unfortunately, given the rise in identity theft on the Web, we know the current
registration method is wildly unpopular with many readers—we hear from them every
day about it. Accordingly, we have been working hard to develop alternatives that will
enable us to continue to protect the intellectual property of our content partners while
also allowing readers with Gmail, Hotmail, etc., to participate. I am pleased to report
significant progress on this in the last couple of months, and that we will be making
some major changes to the registration process in March 2008 that will allow readers
to register with any email address and minimal hassle.

GM What's next for WOWIO and you?

WL More great content from both niche and mainstream publishers. We are actively
building our catalog and expect it to at least triple in size in 2008.

As for me, I am working to finish up my next book, Deconstructing Product Design,
with Rockport Publishers. Otherwise, I am laser-focused on WOWIO until it is out of
"toddler" stage—when it reaches a "stable adolescence", then I will think about what's
next.

GM Thank you, Mr. Lidwell.
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Lower Regions
by Alex Robinson
Top Shelf Productions

Review by Tom Good

This small book is a treat, a wordless comic in a fantasy RPG-
style setting, in which a female warrior descends into a monster-filled subterranean
realm to rescue a man who is trapped there. Though the main character's low-cut top
and short skirt are, I suppose, standard for the genre, her face really sets her apart.
She looks much more like a normal woman than a fashion model, and her expressive
face reflects a wide range of feelings. Robinson doesn't insist on always drawing her as
a pretty pinup, so right from the start her adventures have a kind of emotional
credibility, and I wondered if she were based on a real person. Wordless comics must
work a bit harder to convey the thoughts of their characters through action, facial
expressions, and context. In Lower Regions the story is easy to follow and the results
are very satisfying.

Robinson's panels have a very finished look to them, and the pages display a nice
balance between solid black areas and white. If I flip through the pages upside down
without trying to interpret the drawings, I can still feel this balance between light and
dark flowing through the book. There's no "filler" material here: the front inside cover
begins the tale, the back inside cover provides a kind of epilogue, and each panel in
between moves the story along. Some panels taken out of context and viewed
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individually would still be interesting. Many, like a shot of a giant evil-looking cat asleep
on a pile of bones, for example, suggest a whole story by themselves.

Lower Regions packs a lot of fun into its pages, and I recommend it.

See also:

Tricked, by Alex Robinson, review by Tom Good
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Everyday Spectres: Billy and Bear
By Vic Winter
Published by Torquere Press ebooks, January 2008

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Despite being a cat person myself, I liked this little novelette by
Vic Winter about a shape shifting man and his lover. Billy is a
working class lad toiling at a factory in some anonymous big city;
Bear is his faithful dog, a big, brown stray that followed him home
from the park one night and turned into a gorgeous man with café
latte skin and waist-length dreads. After getting it on in the
shower, they wake up together and decide to stay together.

It would have been nice if the story had opened this way, but it didn't. It opens at the
factory where Billy works, when he's clocking out at the end of the day, after Bear's
been around awhile. We meet Bear after Billy is attacked on the way home by a gang
of young toughs in fancy running shoes. They outnumber him four to one, but Bear
comes running up in dog shape and rips up the arm of the one who has a hold on Billy,
enabling him to break free and run home. Only after Billy gets home, breathless and
bruised but otherwise unhurt, do we meet Bear in human shape and learn that he's a
sexy brother who can change into a dog.

Despite the hot sex that occurs between the two, especially during a full moon, I found
"Billy and Bear" to be a bit disappointing plot wise. The author does not make full use
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of the gang of youths who attacked Billy, nor does he give us any clues as to Bear's
background until near the end of the story, when they all come rushing out during a
wave of wild dog attacks, which Billy is afraid his lover is responsible for. But they turn
out to be the work of this same gang. Then we find out that Bear wasn't born this way,
he volunteered for an experiment in which men could be changed into dogs "To make
better guards--a combination of man and dog to protect perimeters." According to
Bear, he was considered a failure by the scientists who created him and was slated to
be used as a test subject (read "lab animal"). So when the Doberman gang busted out,
he took advantage of the opportunity to escape himself. I would have liked to learn
more about the experiment and what other kinds of hybrids they were creating in that
lab, especially in view of the latest news from England that they've succeeded in
creating human/animal clones for experimental purposes. 

The author also had a chance to spice up the story when he brings back the Doberman
gang toward the end of the story. They stalk Billy as he's leaving work late. He notices
them following him after he stops for groceries, but he eludes them by hiding in a local
bar just a few minutes away from his apartment. He calls Bear to warn him, fearing that
the gang is trying to get to his lover through him. This would have been a great place
to have a fight scene, with Billy and Bear against the Doberman gang. But the author
blew it; he allows Billy to leave the bar and get home safely, even burdened with
groceries! What good is creating a plot complication if you don't use it?

This could have been a much better story if Vic Winter had developed it more. Maybe if
he hadn't gotten distracted by the sex scenes between Billy and Bear--in which Bear
comes dangerously close to reverting to "the beast within", another plot complication
he could have run with-—he might have paid more attention to the details. As it is, I
have to give this story a B-, because it's original, cute, and sexy, but it fails to live up to
its potential. I hope Mr. Winter does better in the future. If he ever does a revision or a
sequel in which we learn more about Bear's background, I'll be happy to read it.
Otherwise, "Billy and Bear" is just another run in the park with a boy and his dog; brief,
breathless fun in which no one really gets hurt and everybody goes home happy.
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Bringo Springs
By Laney Cairo
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

One of the great failings of porn is that the authors forget that the
characters in their stories are people, and people have lives.
They can't just wander off and have uninterrupted sex for weeks
on end. They bring their lives and professions with them into their
relationships.

In Bringo Springs, it works beautifully. A graduate student is
called to his grandfather's farm; granddad is in the hospital, and there are cows to tend
and horses to feed. When he gets there, he finds the farm run down and the water
offline. A call to the neighborhood handyman produces the handyman's son, Geoff,
who sees the rainbow decal on the grad student's car with a happy smile.

Sex ensues, of course, but so do calving, and riding horses, and mud and spiders.
This is a nice story; nothing happens that will leave you saying "Wait a minute, but he
said – how can they – no, they were in – " Characters! Actual people doing real things.

The only improvement I could ask for would be a brief lexicon of Australian terms. I
assume the author here is Australian, and there's a lot of technical Australian farm talk.
I don't know what a yabbie is, or why you'd boil it; I don't know what a farm bore is. I
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spent a lot of time running to Google. But it's a minor complaint, because this story
reads very well, even without a lexicon. I recommend it.
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Cut Bait
By BA Tortuga
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

I'm not real big on the usage of sentence fragments to express
strong emotions, and it's something that BA Tortuga does in
almost every paragraph. Between that, and the fact that the
author has a pretty standard style (sketchy introduction of
characters, fuck fuck fuck, one more sketchy character scene,
the end), his/her work isn't my favorite.

But in Cut Bait, there are a couple of scenes involving a bumpy purple dildo that made
me laugh out loud. The characters aren't unbelievable (although I asked my husband
how he'd feel if his sister sold sex toys as a money-maker and brought them to us to
sample, and he nearly fainted).

I can't be really enthusiastic about it; there isn't much there for me. But if you want a
story that gets right down to business without being gross about it, you'll like this one.
Don't miss the purple dildo. It's a hoot.
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Bringo Springs
By Laney Cairo
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Ryes

Bad Case of Loving You by Laney Cairo made such an
impression on me that I've craved Cairo's books ever since.
Cairo has a unique writing voice and her characters shine
whether they are the main characters or just side characters. She
clearly researches everything she writes thoroughly and her
setting set-ups and descriptions are evidence of that. Bringo
Springs is her most recent novel.

Ross is a college student from the city, but because of his grandfather's hospitalization,
he has to take a few weeks off to run his grandfather's farm. Unfortunately, the farm is
a mess and one of the problems is that the bore pump does not work. Without pump
water and with a host of other problems, Ross calls in outside help.

Geoff, who comes to fix the bore pump, ends up staying indefinitely to help Ross with
maintaining the farm. He's impressed at the fact that despite being a cityboy, Ross
doesn't complain about any of the farm chores. He's also intrigued at meeting another
guy who is gay (there's not that many gay men who are out where Geoff lives).

Ross has a boyfriend named Eugene back in the city, though. Apparently that's not an
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issue because Ross jumps right into bed with Geoff. That was my first peeve. If his
relationship with Eugene is so inconsequential, why include it at all? I liked Ross up
until then. It does no good to paint a bleak picture of the main character. So I'm a little
ticked off with Ross, who doesn't tell Geoff that he has a boyfriend.

Ross and Geoff's relationship starts off with a physical attraction, but they soon grow
closer to each other and fall in love. I think that at least is realistic. A lot of relationships
start out with physical attraction and theirs is no different. Over the course of working
alone together at the farm, they starting liking non-physical aspects of each other.

Like Cairo's previous works, her setting is very vivid and sometimes reading it is a bit
intimidating. With this book, the fault lies with way too many jargon that quickly
becomes overwhelming. A good first chunk of the book is about Ross doing his farm
duties—not very exciting. I don't even follow everything he's doing because of all the
jargon she's using. Another big source of irritation was the unprofessional editing.
Every few pages, I see typos; sometimes whole words or phrases are missing from
sentences. There were also wrong verb tenses scattered throughout. No proofreader?

Bringo Springs is not Cairo's most impressive book, but her fans will find it worth
looking into. She's been accused before of having no plot in her books, but I disagree.
Her stories are always about the relationship and how the main characters evolve
throughout the novel. You'll also find that with this book, and the substandard editing
aside, Cairo's story is compelling. The reason why Ross cheats on Eugene is revealed
later in the book—I still don't buy into it—and they are able to leave on good terms.
The book ends on a hopeful note and that always puts me in a good mood.
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Body Language
By Aki Morimoto
Illustrations by Tsubaki Enomoto
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Body Language is pure fluff, but it's sexy fluff! This is my first
introduction to Tsubaki Enomoto's art, since I don't know of any
manga written by her, and I'm impressed. Her style is clean and
very attractive. I hope I see more from her.

Body Language is about two characters—I'm not kidding, just
two, and not a single side character—named Kanae and Yuuichi. They're both
extremely popular in their university but they couldn't be more different.

Kanae is what you would call a pretty boy. He's so pretty everyone else thinks he must
have tons of girlfriends and boyfriends. The reason he is so famous is because of his
"promiscuity." Unfortunately, that's not true and Kanae is actually a virgin.

Yuuichi is famous because he's a jerk. He's also very handsome so he's able to get
strings of girlfriends. Unfortunately, it doesn't take much for him to lose interest and he
never keeps a single girl around for long. Because he breaks up with every one of
them and isn't polite about doing it, he's labeled as a jerk. In his case, the rumors are
true.
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Yuuichi ends up rescuing Kanae from his classmates one day and they've been friends
ever since. After a while, Yuuichi starts complaining because he hasn't had a girlfriend
for a while and he needs sex. Kanae, who's been secretly in love with Yuuichi ever
since he rescued him, sees this as a chance to be intimate with Yuuichi. He tells
Yuuichi that if it's sex Yuuichi is looking for, then Kanae is willing to offer up his body.

That's pretty much the plot. Along the way, Kanae experiences the predictable
insecurities that come with dating a womanizer. This books is basically just sexual
encounter after sexual encounter. But in between, you learn more about Kanae and
Yuuichi. Yuuichi is the biggest misunderstood character between the two, despite the
fact that everyone falsely believes Kanae is promiscuous. Yuuichi is honest, but
doesn't understand how to cushion his statements so they come out making him sound
like a jerk. In fact, everything he says is the truth. He doesn't bother telling white lies.

Aside from the jarring moments of unbelievable sexual acts—eight orgasms in a night
and self-lubricated buttholes—Body Language is steamy and a quick read. It turns out
to be very romantic in the end, and is sure to satisfy fans of yaoi. Aki Morimoto has a
good grip on pacing and the prose is clean and deft. The translation is also very
smooth and professional. Did I mention the artist is good? A worthy investment. Go
buy.
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Don't Worry Mama
By Narise Konohara
Illustrations by Yuki Shimizu
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Don't Worry Mama is unconventional in at least one aspect. One
of the characters is fat and he is mean-spirited.

Yuichi works under Imakura and the two of them are sent on a
business trip to gather herbs on an isolated island. Yuichi didn't
volunteer to go. Imakura chose Yuichi out of all the other
employees because Yuichi is the only one that doesn't snicker or

gossip about Imakura's weight and his overbearing attitude. The trip takes a disastrous
turn when the boat that dropped them off at the island never stayed to pick them up.

Imakura, true to his character, blames everything on Yuichi and exhausts Yuichi's
patience. Imakura doesn't share his chocolate or his shrimp crackers. Actually, he
hides it from Yuichi and eats it when he thinks Yuichi is sleeping. At one point, he even
steps on the carrots that Yuichi found as food for them to eat. Yuichi becomes so
disgusted with Imakura that he punches him in the face and leaves him to fend for
himself.

That doesn't last for very long. Yuichi actually has a conscience, so he returns to see
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how Imakura is doing. During that time, they fall in love. You may find it hard to believe
since Yuichi says that he goes for younger guys (his boss is older), and he goes for
cute guys (his boss is fat). But circumstances on the island has miraculously turned
Imakura into an object of desire. Apparently, Imakura loses tons of weight due to the
island diet, and he's actually very cute, despite the fact that he's older than Yuichi by
about five years. I was willing to believe that, since Imakura also seems to have been
cured of his attitude problems. What's a little harder to swallow is the sex. It seems
very painful for Imakura, and he protests often. But don't let that put you off, because
there's not that many sex scenes, and the focus is more on the plot.

The story's very positive. Imakura doesn't start out as an attractive character but being
on the island with Yuichi, who tells him to stop being a Mama's boy, and having to
learn to share and compromise with another person brings about a good change in his
personality. He also establishes his independency from his mother by pursuing his
dream of being a wine connoisseur. All good reasons for Yuichi to still be in love with
Imakura.

The prose is very easy to follow, no fancy language. Narise Konohara's illustrations
are also very attractive. I just wish I could've seen Imakura's fat face. Despite the small
faults I might find with the plot, Don't Worry Mama is a very addicting read. It was hard
to put down, and I finished it in one night. It's not what I usually read or would ever look
into reading, but I still think the book is very appealing.
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All Nippon Air Line: Paradise at 30,000 Feet
Story and art by Kei Azumaya 
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Cat

Oh, I see. I had wondered about the title, "All Nippon Air Line,"
because it seems a strange choice. When I opened to an inside
leaf page, there's a colour illustration featuring an array of
characters. One of them is an airline crew employee in his boiler
suit with an acronym listed on his back: A.N.A.L. Oh. Oh, I see.

Aah, I get it. Ha ha ha. How droll. That's when I twigged on what to come.

"All Nippon Air Line" revolves around the ups and downs of a newly-founded airline
company that is becoming famous for these things: its all-male, gay employees and
the notorious secretive tactics in recruiting new employees and resolving problems.
Such as a crazy hijacker, high-strung passengers, sleazy politician and many more.

It's also famous for having an air crew that's very popular with female passengers who
love their good looks, charms and services. Male passengers can enjoy these benefits
as well.

Stories in this volume include:
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Paradise 30,000 FT.
From A.N.A.L. with Love
The Birth of A.N.A.L 
My Lover is Santa Claus
Romeo & Juliet, A.N.A.L. Version 
A Steward's Story
The Job Interview
The Narrow Gates of A.N.A.L. 
A Christmas Fantasy
Love A.N.A.L. 
The Director vs. Miracle-Voice
Burning A.N.A.L. 
Fist of A.N.A.L. 
An A.N.A.L. Mystery
The Secret of the 'Four Kings'
My First Encounter
A.N.A.L. Travel
A.N.A.L. Clinic 
A Toast to A.N.A.L.!

These titles should tell you what to expect from "All Nippon Air Line". Or am I stating
the obvious?

I'd describe "All Nippon Air Line" as a cross between a TV advert and a documentary
with its tongue firmly in cheek and an occasional "Aww, that's sweet!" moment.

There are so many characters that I think it would not be a good idea to list all their
names here. In fact, considering the average story length, I decided against
summarising each story. It's best left for readers to swim alone in this crazy world of
the airline industry.

There are, however, some A.N.A.L. employees that stand out. A pretty-boy steward
who has a bald-head fetish; two lovers stuck in a Romeo-and-Juliet situation; a
Chinese steward-cum-martial arts expert, and the legendary "Four Kings".

My favourite character is one of the "Four Kings". He's the founder and company
director of A.N.A.L. and a real cad. Things he does to get what he wants for his airline
company are a real eyebrow-riser. He's so sly, manipulative, deceitful and utterly
shameless. If you look in a dictionary for the definition of "smug", you'll find a picture of
his face next to it. But admittedly, he's hard-working and has occasionally proven he's
willing to go out on a limb for his employees. He's appeared in at least five stories in
this volume and he's so shameless in almost every one of these "Oh, you're so bad,
Mr. Company Director!" stories.

Such as the one that shows how he deals with a new and deeply uncertain A.N.A.L.
employee. There's a graduate school scheme that randomly assigns newly-trained
pilots to various airline companies. One such graduate is dismayed to discover he's
assigned to A.N.A.L., which is known as a "gay" company and he's worried that his
friends will think he's gay, too. So, he tries to think of a way to get out of it including
abandoning his new pilot career altogether. Fear not, the company director shows the
graduate why being an A.N.A.L. employee is great. So shameless and yet so amusing.
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As for other characters. There is one that stands out most: the Chinese steward who
accepts challenges - from passengers and employees alike - to engage in a martial
arts fight. If one could beat him in such a fight, he'll accept the winner as his lover. Until
then he refuses to be involved with anyone. He's a "bottom" who wants a strong "top".
It's such a crazy story, but against all (rational) odds, it actually works.

The third is another "King" - a legendary, handsome steward who has the kind of a
voice that can give anyone a mind-blowing orgasm that literally brings them to their
knees. As the result he's rarely allowed to make a public announcement during a flight.
What can he do? It's such a stupid idea that one cannot help but enjoy it. In one story
the other "King" - our lovely caddish company director - decides to take the "King-with-
the-Voice" on. Which "King" will win this duel?

What I enjoyed the most about "All Nippon Air Line" is the narrator himself. I know it's
strange to consider a voice-over as a 'character,' but it's set in a way that it becomes a
breathing character of its own. This is why I say that All Nippon Air Line is a cross
between an advertisement and a documentary. It's an advertisement because it's all
about promoting the air line and its fantastical world. It's a documentary because these
stories are mostly episodic and short. It's also a sketch comedy show, to come to think
of it.

Also, I think what makes these openly and unabashedly silly stories a fun read is you
can sense that the mangaka Kei Azumaya truly had a great time penning these. What
also makes the "silliness" easy to take is it's not over the top and slapstick, not like the
other June/DMP book, "I'll Be Your Slave". Most stories in A.N.A.L. are reserved and
deadpan without losing its "barmy Japanese advertisement" tone. When I read this, I
was both amused and bemused. This with a small smile permanently on my mug
throughout the read.

It's also the kind that you would love to have on your bathroom bookshelf for a bit of
bath reading or, in my friend's case, shower reading (yeah, I wonder how she manages
to do that, too). It's a shame that this manga is set to be released in February when it
could make a great Christmas release. It has that aura of a novelty gift book. You can
nip in and out the reading any time you want.

Considering the amount of text and dialogue, I think June/DMP's team of translator,
editors, graphic designers, typesetters (especially typesetters!), and production staff
did a pretty good job on it. However, I didn't like how stiff these pages are because it
made the reading difficult. It's a story that demands you to chill and go along for a silly
but fun ride, but the stiffness of these pages won't allow you to "chill". Yeah, I dislike
this type of paper. It's just too stiff.

If you are looking for a complex story with depth and consistency, don't bother. It's
perfect for anyone who can only afford a series of five-minute reads. It would make a
great train/bus-ride book, actually. Reading this in public wouldn't be a problem as the
book cover�both inside book cover and its dust jacket�is discreet enough to hide the
fact that it's a yaoi manga. That's unless an eagle-eyed passenger can figure out what
'yaoi' on the bottom strip of the book means.

Actually, I should mention at this point that "All Airline Nippon Air Line" isn't "yaoi", not
in a way a typical yaoi reader expects. It's basically shounen-ai (hm, we need a new
sub-genre). There are two or three brief light-yaoi scenes, usually portrayed in
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comedic light.

The bottom line, if you are the sort who enjoys absurdity and tongue-in-cheek humour
in a story whilst lack time for a long read, this is for you.

Replies: 1 Comment

Press Release from June Manga:

ANAL Flight 001 Landing at a Terminal Near You!

Gardena, CA, January 28, 2008 – June Manga invites you to join the Mile High Club in
All Nippon Airlines: Paradise at 30,000 Feet by Kei Azumaya!

ANAL – All Nippon Air Lines – is a unique airline company. All of its employees are
beautiful gay men. On top of that, relationships between employees, or even between
passengers and employees, are highly encouraged! This is of course the premise for
many hilarious situations and strange adventures both for them and for their
passengers.

“This is pretty much all the staff member’s favorite title to work on this year,” explains
production manager Fred, “It has gotten us into all kinds of trouble with its somewhat
controversial title!”

To celebrate the release, June Manga is producing a limited edition dust jacket. “The
bookstores didn’t want to actually see ANAL written on the cover,” explains sales
manager Eric. “But the play on words is what really makes the book unique. We figured
a limited edition dust jacket would be a way to give the fans what they want, but also
make the bookstores happy.”

To get your limited edition dust jacket with ANAL in all its glory there are a couple of
things you can do:
(1) Visit the DMP/June booth at any convention this year (New York Comic Con 2008,
Anime Expo 2008, Yaoi Con 2008, etc.) and ask for one.
(2) Order a copy of ANAL from Akadot Retail (www.akadotretail.com) and ask for the
limited edition dust jacket in the notes/comments section of your order.
(3) Mail us a shipping label with your name and address along with three (3) 41-cent
first class stamps to: (available for US mailing addresses only)
Attn: Dust Jacket Giveaway
Digital Manga Inc.
1487 W 178th Street Suite 300
Gardena, CA 90248
Now for the disclaimers:
• Limit one (1) dust jacket per book. 
• These dust jackets are not for sale and are available on a first come first serve basis. 
• Quantities are limited and mail requests for dust jackets that we are unable to fulfill
will simply be destroyed. 
• We can only mail the dust jackets to US addresses.
• If we can’t read your address on the shipping label, we doubt the post office will be
able to. So we aren’t responsible for lost packages. 
• Digital Manga Inc. reserves the right to discontinue this promotion at any time due to
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acts of God, circumstances beyond our control, etc.
For more information and complete rules, visit the June Manga Blog at
www.junemanga.com! Look for All Nippon Airlines at a bookstore near you on February
26, 2008.
***
About Digital Manga, Inc.
Digital Manga, Inc. (DMI) specializes in building corporate and cultural bridges from
Japan to the Western Hemisphere - specifically through the licensing, importation and
preparation of anime (Japanese animation), manga (Japanese comic books) and
related merchandise for the North American mainstream and subculture markets. In
this capacity, DMI serves as a catalyst for the expansion of Japanese pop-culture
institutions into global arenas.

Posted by Editor, J LHLS @ 01/28/2008 02:10 PM PST
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Love Share
Art and story by Aoi Kujyou
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Cat

I was slightly amused when I read this back blurb of Aoi Kujyou's
Love Share:

"Level-headed Kazushi never wanted his life taken over by the
likes of gorgeous Izumi! But then again, who could possibly resist
such a charming flirt? After endless days and nights of passion,

their future together seems certain...or does it? When Izumi receives a strange phone
call, it's up to Kazushi to both find his vanished lover and solve a lingering mystery.
Can these two men share a love that lasts, or will it tear them both apart?"

Hm, Love Share isn't as straightforward as the back blurb claims. It's either that or I'm
the stupidest reader on earth.

Basically, "Love Share" contains a collection of stories, featuring two long-time friends
Kazushi Matsuyama and Izumi Ogiwara, that tracks their slightly stormy friendship-
turned-relationship.

The Courage to Believe
Kazushi witnesses his childhood friend Izumi's callous handling of a break up, which
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has him condemning Izumi for not be able to take relationships seriously. Izumi
counter-attacks by pointing out that Kazushi's relationships never lasted longer than
three months. Kazushi refuses to believe they are alike in that aspect. 
Later at his apartment with Izumi, Kazushi's ex-boyfriend makes a surprise visit that
ends badly, but it unexpectedly changes Kazushi and Izumi's friendship to something
more.

While it seems a typical story of friends with hidden feelings for each other, I found this
chapter somewhat confusing because, mainly, Izumi and Kazushi's exes are practically
twins. It took me a while to realise that these guys aren't the same guy. Also, at times
the storytelling seems jerky or awkward, which makes the reading somewhat tough. It
does take some getting used to. The best bit? Izumi comes off likeable (probably more
than he deserves) because of those flashes of his mischievous nature.

The Courage to Believe 2
When Kazushi visits Izumi's apartment, he's shocked to find Izumi in a compromising
position with another man.

When taking the ending of "The Courage to Believe" into account, this one is plain
bizarre. It took me a while to comprehend Izumi's unexpected reaction. Now that I think
I understand his reaction, I wish Kujyou could clarify the reason why Izumi was in the
compromising position in the first place. I think it's the weakest of the lot.

Proof of Love
Izumi knows he's an oddity at a government office but chooses to rebel against
conforming. On a whim he decides that the first person to talk to him will get to hear
what he truly wants to say.

This is another confusing chapter. Again Kujyou is being vague with details. I suppose
it's largely to show that Izumi is a striking individual who refuses to conform and to
affirm his feelings for Kazushi. But apart from Kuyjou's vague storytelling, there's
another problem: the somewhat awkward translation. There are some parts you can
tell that something isn't quite right.

In fairness, the translator probably didn't have much fun translating this seemingly
random chapter as it doesn't explain the reason why Izumi was at the government
office when other stories clearly show that he works from home. All in all I don't think
much of this one. I don't think anyone would miss it if it was left out of this book.

Spring: The Whirlwind
One stormy night Kazushi receives a silent phone call. He speculates about who it
could be. Although they earlier have had a big fight, he checks on Izumi's room to see
if it was Izumi who made the call.

It's one of better stories. Yay. Again it revolves around Izumi's distrust and insecurity,
but Izumi has a way to resolve these issues. It's a good coffee-break read.

Summer: A Cold
Yashiro discovers why Izumi hasn't been working lately.

Although it lasts only three pages, it's rather sweet. Once again Kujyou is vague with
details - he doesn't explain who Yashiro is or his relationship with Izumi. It wasn't until I
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re-read "Love Share" that I realised he's the guy from "The Courage to Believe 2".

In the Middle With You
Izumi is annoyed that Kazushi doesn't find sharing a bed together comfortable, so he
takes off to his place in a fit of temper. That's the last time Kazushi sees him. During
Izumi's absence, Kazushi asks around for his whereabouts while remembering their
school days. Then one night Izumi finally returns. It's immediately clear that he's a
changed man, along with a heavily stitched wound Kazushi hasn't seen before.

This chapter (and the following chapter) is the darkest story of the lot. It aims to reveal
a glimpse of Izumi's dark secret and possibly reason why he has problems committing
himself in relationships. I am not sure what to make of "In the Middle With You". The
core of this story seems to come out of nowhere. There isn't any hint in earlier stories
that this could happen.

In the Middle With You (part 2)
After Izumi's disappearance, Kazushi hears a news item on TV about a famous artist's
death. He immediately recognises a young boy in the artist's paintings as Izumi. What's
going on? Why hasn't he heard about this artist? What's the connection?

Our lovely Kujyou is at it again: randomness and vagueness gallop through this
chapter. This chapter reveals Izumi's dark secret and the origins of who he is. It's up to
Kazushi to save him from himself and to prove his commitment to Izumi. I have mixed
feelings toward this chapter, good and bad.

It's good because it has, for a change, depth. It's bad because it doesn't offer details
that help to make sense of the story. Such as: who is this guardian? Is he even a
guardian? How did Izumi meet him? How long were they together? What happened
the night he died? It produces more questions than answers, and I find that annoying.
But even so, I enjoyed reading this.

Give Me
Yashiro tries to pacify unhappy Izumi, but fails. However there's someone who knows
Izumi well enough to know exactly what he wants.

Another short filler. It's sweet and funny, even though it shows Izumi in somewhat bad
light.

Love Share
Middle school student Kazushi is nervous - it's exam time at his school, but a free-
spirited boy steals his student schedule book. The boy tells him if he wants it back, he
must meet him at 9AM. Will Kazushi keep his unexpected appointment with this
seemingly wild boy?

It's a sweet tale of how they first met and probably the only story that actually works
well in all aspects - art, dialogue, plot, strong personality traits, emotions and
motivations. Unfortunately it's somewhat let down by a couple of translation issues.

For example when I read the student schedule book that Izumi stole is apparently the
reason why Kazushi couldn't go to school and why he couldn't ask his financially
strapped parents to buy a replacement. It didn't make sense. He could borrow his
classmate's copy, for instance, but even so, why should this prevent him going to
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school? It's obviously crucial to the plot, so I had to investigate.

By getting my mitts on the original copy, I was able to discover the 'student schedule
book' is actually a season rail card. Suddenly it all makes sense. This discovery made
me wonder about the overall translation of the other stories in this book. In spite of this,
I enjoyed this story the most.

Junk Lovers
Izumi is annoyed to find Yashiro with Kazushi in their new home.

Another filler to re-affirm Kazushi and Izumi's feelings for each other. It's sweet, but in
spite of their re-affirmation, the question mark that lurks in other stories remains. This
leaves an implication that there's more to come. Gah!

So, what is the verdict?

Frankly, "Love Share" as a whole doesn't quite make sense. Mostly because I couldn't
tell whether it's a flashback in the present day or it's a present-day story. "Proof of
Love", for instance, is a tale of Izumi's determination to defy his conventional
colleagues by dressing and behaving exactly the way he likes. Kazushi's appearance
and Izumi's reaction makes it hard to tell whether this story takes place before the
opening chapter or after.

Furthermore their backgrounds seem sketchy. For instance, in one story it implies that
Izumi is an orphan who didn't go to school, but in other stories it's implied he attended
Kazushi's school, but in the rest it's implied that he didn't go to school and that he spent
his childhood years with his guardian in the countryside.

On the other hand we know almost nothing about Kazushi's background except his
parents made the effort to pay for his school fees and that he has had short-lived gay
relationships since his high school days. So, basically, we have Izumi's detailed but
confusing background and Kazushi's next-to-zero background. I think this shows which
of the pair Kujyou likes best. Poor Kazushi!

As for what they do for a living? Let's not go there because I don't know. My best guess
-- Izumi is an artist or writer who works from home and has an (possibly) editor named
Yasshiro. What about Kazushi? I'm not quite sure. He's either a college student or
works for a government office. Perhaps it's both.

All this shouldn't matter, but it does make a significance contribution to the chaos made
by the confusing timeline itself and Kujyou's vagueness. Nothing seems to be
straightforward. It's as if all these feature different people who share same names with
the featured couple.

I suspect these stories were originally published as magazine one shots. It could
explain these inconsistencies, Izumi and Kazushi's seemingly ever-changing
motivations, lack of explanation for Yashiro's presence and role, and the overall story's
chaotic timeline.

Furthermore "In the Middle With You" produces more questions than answers, which I
find irritating. I was hoping later stories in the book would have answers to these
questions, but no. In spite of Izumi and Kazushi's re-affirmed commitment in the final
chapter, there's an implication that there's more to come. I hope so because I still want
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to know what's going on with the mysterious artist that played a big part in Izumi's
childhood years.

Would I recommend Love Share?

Yes and no. Overall it's sketchy, largely shallow, and hard to follow, but each story as a
standalone, it makes an interesting read. Comparing with Kujyou's other works I think
"Love Share" is one of his weakest works to date. If you're a huge fan, it might be worth
getting if you have the money to spare. If you're not, it's best to borrow it from your
local library or a friend.

In spite of it all, how did June/DMP do with "Love Share"? Typesetting is quite good.
The book cover is, unusually for June/DMP, decent and the title font is readable. Which
is great, considering that nightmare I read earlier, Melted Love. The English translation
as a whole seems awkward and problematic at times. I caught a couple of
misspellings, but nothing biggie.

A note: there's a page header that says 'From page 28', which I took to mean it
continues from an earlier story, but pages aren't numerically listed. So, I counted pages
to find the page and found it was the 'From page 28' page itself. (Head to desk. Bang.
Hard. And repeat.) So, when you see this mysterious header, ignore it and read on!

Replies: 4 comments

Believe it or not, this series was even more difficult to follow when I originally read most
of it in individual 15-page chunks via a LiveJournal scanlation community. Or maybe
it's just a bit easier to put the pieces together when you're reading it for the second
time.

Now that I've had the opportunity to read the whole thing straight through, I think the
famous artist must be the "friend" Izumi airily informed Kazushi he'd accompanied on a
sketching trip to the beach when he skipped a week of classes back in high school.
Whether the artist was actually his guardian (a possibility which hadn't occurred to me
until I read this review) or just picked teenage Izumi up on the street by asking if he
wanted to be in his etchings (which was more or less what I had previously assumed)
remains unclear.

As for why Kazushi acts as if he's never seen Izumi before in the story involving the
lost student rail pass (thanks for clearing that up--it really doesn't make sense in the
DMP translation) even though flashbacks in other stories show them going to high
school together, I think Kazushi, at least, was still in his final year of junior high during
the rail pass story (didn't he mention something about taking entrance exams?). So I
suppose he and Izumi became schoolmates when they both wound up going to the
same high school (God knows how, since in the rail pass story Izumi seemed not to be
attending school at all).

Of course, I'm still clueless about how Izumi acquired that new(?) stitched-up wound
on his shoulder after vanishing for days as a result of the phone call presumably
informing him of the artist's death...

Posted by Margaret @ 01/26/2008 12:04 PM PST

mailto:ndinnominata@yahoo.com
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Thanks for chiming in. I truly enjoy reading your comments.

I completely missed Izumi's 'mysterious week-long beach trip' bit. Well, I noted it, but
made no connection between that and the artist. When you put it that way, it makes
sense.

I assumed he might be a guardian because Izumi attended the funeral and stayed at
the artist's place (where Izumi eventually found him), but it's largely my guess. Kujyou
apparently has no plans to write any more stories, so we're left with these unanswered
questions. Argh.

In DMP version, Kazushi was going for an entrance exam, and in the original and
scanlation versions, he was going for an exam (nothing specific). But, I think you're
right - Kazushi was in junior high when he met Izumi who was probably playing truant
from his own junior school. It's plausible this way, at least. Hm, this is a little like putting
our puzzle pieces together to make a clearer picture, doesn't it? So, thanks for giving
me yours. =]

Posted by Catya @ 01/27/2008 08:55 AM PST

P.S.

"Of course, I'm still clueless about how Izumi acquired that new(?) stitched-up wound
on his shoulder after vanishing for days as a result of the phone call presumably
informing him of the artist's death..."

I had the impression that he acquired it during a fight that ends with that certain
person's death. But you're right, the phone call was made after his death, so this
scenario is not possible.

Another inconsistency? Urk.

Posted by Catya @ 01/27/2008 08:59 AM PST

i am gonna show this to my friend, dude

Posted by Nataliaao @ 03/24/2008 10:52 AM PST
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Crushing Love
By Ritsu Natsumizu
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Crushing Love is an anthology of four stories, each shorter than
the one before it. Every story seems to follow a formulaic plotline,
but they work well as short stories.

The first story boils down to a seme who has an icy heart
because a previous lover betrayed him, whose heart is melted by

a pure and honest uke. Kuroda is the cold-hearted seme. His ex-lover who betrayed
him asks him for help with some financial problems. Kuroda doesn't want to help his
ex, but he wants to play around with him so Kuroda tells him that he will put five milliion
yen on a park bench. If someone actually returns the money to the police instead of
taking it for themselves, then Kuroda will help his ex.

Kaoru comes along and picks up the bag of money. It turns out he wants to use the
money to pay someone in Kyoto so his house won't be torn down. Kuroda goes with
Kaoru to Kyoto to make sure that all the money is used up and won't be returned to the
police. Along the way, he falls in love with Kaoru. This story was a little long and could
have been wrapped up a lot quicker. It's not a very complicated storyline. The uke,
Kaoru, is so sweet he'll give you a toothache. There cannot be a man or woman in the
world as nice and virtuous as this guy is. Aside from these issues, the storyline may not
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be anything special, but the premise is pretty interesting.

The second story is about a president and his secretary. Sei is Yukihiko's secretary but
he's been serving Yukihiko since they were very young. All this time, Sei has been in
love with Yukihiko but Yukihiko fools around with tons of women and doesn't want to
settle down. The excuse he gives to his parents is that he has Sei so he doesn't need
to get married. This sends mixed signals to Sei and complicates things.

The third story is about Nakahara and Kijima. Nakahara is popular and Kijima is more
like a nerd. Despite their differences, they get along well in private. They are "sex
buddies" who meet regularly. The only thing is, Kijima starts falling in love with
Nakahara. He doesn't know that Nakahara started this sex only relationship because
he once saw Kijima crying and thought his emotions were pure and beautiful.

The fourth story is somewhat similar. Himura and Adachi are sex buddies but Adachi is
in love with Himura. He sees no signs of Himura feeling the same way so he doesn't
blurt out his feelings. When Adachi finds out that his family is going to move away, he
starts avoiding Himura to make the separation easier to deal with.

The art is clean and good to look at. The storylines are straightforward and there was
no trouble following them. The volume is worth looking into at least for the attractive
art.
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Cute Beast
By Amayo Tsuge
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

Cute Beast is an anthology of cute short stories. Aside from the
last one, all the rest have light action, mostly kissing and touching
with some sweet moments. If you're looking for light reading, this
anthology would be perfect for that.

The first story, "Cute Beast," is about Onizuka and Kisaki.
Onizuka is a giant, and because he loses his glasses easily, he constantly runs into
walls and it makes it seem like he's purposely head butting walls. He scares all the
students but Kisaki got to know him better and learned to like him. This is a good
beginning story and sets the tone for the rest of the book. The way Kisaki compares
Onizuka to a large bear is also very endearing.

The second story, "The Prince's Commitment," is about Prince Half-Ass, who cannot
carry on a lasting relationship. All his girlfriends break up with him shortly after asking
him out and he doesn't know why. When a boy named Sakura asks him out, the same
thing happens. But this time, he's determined to find out what drives everyone away
and win Sakura back. The story is pretty straight-forward. It's obvious even to the
reader why all his girlfriends break up with him.
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"Ramune, First Love, and Summer Break" has a typical yaoi storyline. Aki and Nao are
cousins and were very close as children. That changed when Nao got married. But
Nao's young bride died shortly after and Aki tortures himself wondering why he's glad
that Nao is single again.

"Alice Reunite" is also another typical yaoi story. Sumio finds a drunk lying in the
streets and props him up for a while. Takagi, the drunk, remembers that moment, and
later when they find out they go to the same school, Takagi pursues Sumio.

"I'm Serious Because It's Love" is about a horny teacher who has sex with male and
female students alike. But he finally falls for a student named Misato, who
misunderstands one of his meet-ups with another student and starts avoiding him.

All in all, the stories in Cute Beast follow typical plotlines. However, the art is clean and
pleasant to look at, and the dialogue is smooth. This would be perfect for someone just
getting into yaoi, as it has many of the common elements of the genre. It's also worth
looking into if you like short stories that aren't too deep.
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Invisible Boy 2
By Hotaru Odagiri
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

This volume is pretty long, like volume one, and has similar
contents. Invisible Boy is not yaoi. I'm not even sure it's shounen-
ai. At most it is just very very slashy. There were some changes
in the characters that made no sense at all, but overall, the
experience was like reading the first volume.

Invisible Boy is about a student council that has a special president. In volume one,
Nagi has self-esteem issues. The president, Kitou, seems to have a special place in his
heart for Nagi and goes to great lengths to make Nagi feel better about himself. In this
second volume, someone is determined to ruin the president's good reputation and get
him recalled from his position as president. Katakura from the journalism club is
convinced that Kitou did nothing to help his friend Kei when Kei was facing expulsion.
In his eyes, Kitou is an incompetent representitive of the student body.

In volume one, Nagi was an important character and in volume two, he's practically
nonexistent. The opposite is true for Takamura, the vice president. Based on volume
one, I would've thought that Nagi and Kitou were a potential couple. Suddenly, this
volume makes it look like it's Takamura and Kitou. Very weird shift. I'm wondering if
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Hotaru Odagiri is planning to make later volumes be about Kitou and his relationship to
each of the student council members.

Kitou is his perfect self from volume one, except we see a bit more of his childlike side.
He can't cook so Takamura takes care of that for him. The characters of Kyosuke and
Saiga seem different though. In volume one, Kyosuke was ready to criticize everything
Kitou did. Not serious criticisms, but he liked to grumble about them. Then suddenly in
volume two, he jumps to Kitou's defense when Kitou is accused of something really
petty like hanging out with girls. The change is just really strange. The Kyosuke of
volume one would've said something along the lines of Kitou deserves that, or he
would've chewed him out about bringing Nagi into his business (Nagi is in the picture
showing Kitou and a group of girls). Also, Saiga seems to have warmed up to Takaya
considerably. In the first volume Saiga thought Takaya was a slacker. Suddenly he's
doing Takaya's work for him and he's jealous of Takaya's many girlfriends?

Aside from the character issues, the rest of the book makes for a good reading. I'm
glad Takamura has a larger role in this story. His character is very likeable and he's
probably the only one who thinks reasonably in that whole group. This volume is typical
Hotaru Odagiri stuff, without the kissings. It all-ages friendly and could pass for a
shoujo manga really. There is a funny letter to the author from a reader who is a forty-
some year old housewife. Nice to know that even older people follow light slash.
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Shazam! 
The Monster Society of Evil
By Jeff Smith and Steve Hamaker
Published by DC Comics

Review by Logan

I had a tough time getting into this comic. It's mostly a relaunch of
the Captain Marvel story. I found it a little weird that Billy Batson
is a homeless kid who gets picked on by street thugs. And why
the heck was this kid chosen to be the new host to Captain
Marvel? The wizard never really explains his reasoning. And to
make matters even more confusing, at the end of the first

chapter, Billy climbs the Rock of Eternity (which is a no-no). When he passes through
the Moment of Creation at the peak of the Rock, a whole new story starts.

Suddenly strange monoliths appear in the park. Animals become humanoid and attack
the city. Billy's homeless buddy is suddenly a shapeshifter who takes the form of a
tiger. Billy locates his previously unknown sister Mary, and accidentally gives her
powers. And, of course, let me not forget to mention that the entire city's bug
population ganging up to destroy humans. People: just because there's magic in a
story, doesn't mean you don't have minimally attempt to explain the connection
between story elements!
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Overall this book left me more confused than engaged. I did like that they worked in Dr.
Sivana nicknaming Captain Marvel "The Big Red Cheese." That was a nice nod to the
old story and the Captain's original nickname. And, at least at the end they attempt to
bring some of the original Billy Batson's origin back into play when they give the street
urchin Billy a job at the news station.
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Death Note 1 (Movie)
Directed by Shusuke Kaneko
Screenplay by Tetsuya Oishi
Based on the manga by Tsugumi Ôba and Takeshi Obata

Review by Tom Good

This live-action movie version of the Death Note manga
efficiently captures the involving and complex plot of the original
story. Light Yagami, a young student, finds a notebook called the
Death Note that once belonged to a shinigami, or god of death.
Writing someone's name in the Death Note causes the person to

die. Light realizes he can now commit undetectable murders, and when he hacks into a
police computer system, he finds out that many cases are being dropped, so he
decides to use his new power to rid the world of evil criminals. When the authorities
notice the mysterious deaths, a detective named "L" takes the case and tries to find the
person responsible.

The movie makes a few changes to the plot of the manga, but the unique style of the
original comes through, and none of the changes hurts the story. Early in the movie
version we see Light showing off his basketball skill. This reminded me a bit of High
School Musical, and it makes Light seem more athletic and popular than he does in the
manga. And here, unlike in the manga, Light has a girlfriend who figures into some
important events. This mainly makes him seem more callous later, when he fails to
care for her as much as the audience might expect.
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Some of the most interesting differences between the movie and the manga have to do
with language. The movie is in Japanese with English subtitles, but the words "Death
Note" and the instructions within the notebook are plainly written in English. This is also
true in the English translation of the manga, but it is not as obvious, because
everything else has been translated into English too.

Similarly, the name "Light Yagami" does not seem as strange in the English manga,
where it appears among other English words, as it does in the movie where it is spoken
aloud in Japanese. This Japanese man's first name is the English word "Light". Not an
English name like "Bill" or "Jeff" but just the word "Light." In the movie, every time his
father called him "Light," which he pronounces more like "rye-toe," I wondered, "why in
the world did you name your son 'Light'?" (The manga explains that the name is written
with the Japanese character for "moon." But this does not explain the motivation for it,
and only makes it seem even weirder.)

What I missed most from the manga was the character name Raye Penber. The
corresponding character, an American FBI agent, still exists in the movie, but he has
been renamed Raye Iwamatsu. When I first read the name Raye Penber, it felt like a
mistake, like the kind of name a non-American writer would imagine to be a common
ordinary American name, even though it isn't. But as I read more of the manga, I grew
to like that choice. "Raye Penber" has a great sound to it, it is fun to say, and though
there may not be anyone in America with that exact name, there ought to be. Changing
the name to Raye Iwamatsu may be an attempt to fix the original "mistake," and it does
sound like a more plausible name, but in this case the mistake was better than the
correction.

Light and L are both brilliant but odd characters engaged in a battle of wits, and the
actors who play them do a good job of conveying this. Light's smirking superiority and
L's weird mannerisms come across well. The creepy shinigami character was done
with CGI, and looks just like the manga version, with lots of personality. But the many
death scenes for minor characters tended to be cheesy and unconvincing. They
reminded me of the death scenes of child actors in a school play: "Gah!" Goofy face.
Thud.

Misa Misa (another good name), a cute girl pop singer who plays a major role in the
manga, appears in the movie but does not get to do much this early in the story. In
fact, viewers who have not read the manga may wonder why she appears in the movie
at all. The sequel will probably make this clear and supply her with a lot more scenes,
but this brings me to the ending. The movie does not tell the entire story of Death Note,
and in fact it has a cliffhanger ending that does not explain much of anything. But it is a
good enough movie that it will surely make fans eager for part 2. Recommended.
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Words of Devotion, vol. 2
Art and story by Keiko Konno
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Cat

I was surprised to discover that Volume 2 is a prequel to Volume
1. I'm not sure why this took me by surprise. I suppose it's
because I thought there wasn't a need to explore their past, but I
was wrong. Not in a way I expected, though.

It opens with Shinya Otani and Miyako Tachibana finding a
forgotten school room that they instantly adopted as their private smoking room. High
school student Otani is particularly thrilled with the finding because even though he
doesn't quite know why, he likes spending time with his best friend Tachibana alone,
without their girlfriends - one official and the other isn't - around.

Meanwhile, Otani's official girlfriend, Youko Akizuki, is getting impatient. After two
months of dating, he still hasn't made a move on her. She's usually the one who
initiates their dating and kisses. Also, every time she sets up a date, Otani brings along
Tachibana, which forces her to bring her own best friend, Yuki. How long will she put
up with this? More importantly, just what the hell is going on between Otani and
Tachibana?
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Her casual but growing suspicions and off-the-cuff comments force Otani to question
his own feelings toward her - whom he feels he does love - and to his surprise and
embarrassment, his best friend Tachibana.

On the other hand Tachibana, in his own way, starts to question his own feelings, too.
And there's Yukiko "Yuki" Mizusawa who is equally embarrassed and enjoying of being
recognised as Tachibana's "unofficial" girlfriend, but after witnessing subtle
developments between Otani and Tachibana, she doesn't know where to stand. Is she
standing in the way of Tachibana for Otani?

How will it all work out in the end? Will it end with a better understanding among these
friends, or will it end with tears?

So, what is the verdict for me here?

I knew some Konno fans didn't enjoy the fact that volume 1 opens with Tachibana and
Otani already in a relationship and living together, but I thought it makes a nice change
because it's not common to have this kind of opening. And so, when I saw Volume 2
takes place two years before Volume 1, I was sceptical that it would be any good.

Frankly, it's the presence of Yuki, Tachibana's unofficial girlfriend, that makes it a
worthwhile read for me, not the "how they met" aspect of Otani and Tachibana's story
here, which is rather strange because Yuki isn't that involved with the storyline.

Her presence makes me view Volume 1 in a somewhat different light. For instance, her
presence here makes Tachibana's surprise and gradual understanding of Yuki's secret
at the end of Volume 1 much more poignant and perhaps, meaningful.

If you like a straight-forward story of two guys falling in love, then read Volume 2 first
before you read Volume 1. If you like a character-driven story, then read Volume 1 and
2 in this order. Actually, if you are a fan of teen TV drama series like Dawson Creek,
you will probably enjoy this volume.

Volume 2 also contains a side story titled Words of Devotion: Immovable like a
Mountain and a collection of mini stories, Bed Time Stories, featuring Tachibana,
Otani, Shogo, and Alfred.

Words of Devotion: Immovable like a Mountain (side story)

This is a story of Shogo and his former school friend and American actor lover, Alfred,
who both appear in a side story found in Volume 1. The side story in volume 1 revolves
around Shogo's unexpected visit to Alfred in the USA. In this story this time round,
Alfred visits Japan to see Shogo.

Alfred's unexpected reaction - after seeing a girl in Shogo's arms and later, Shogo with
Tachibana and Otani - forces him to reveal the truth of how he afforded a trip to Japan.
Will the truth affect their relationship? It's rather sweet and quite funny.

Bed Time Stories: Men Who Won't Cross the Line

Tachibana and Otani have already made it clear that they aren't into anal sex, but after
meeting Alfred with Shogo (as told from a different angle in Immovable like a
Mountain), they cannot help but wonder. It's light-hearted and quite humorous.
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Bed Time Stories: Shogo's Phone Sex

Shogo and Alfred have a steamy session over an ocean.

Bed Time Stories: I Want to See You Again

Tachibana and Otani learn the reason why Shogo asks to borrow their movie DVDs.
They make a surprisingly sweet and poignant move to help Shogo. This is probably my
favourite of the lot.

Bed Time Stories: 3:10AM

On the night of New Year's Eve, Tachibana's lust gets better of him that compels
himself to push Otani to move across that forbidden line, but Otani isn't that much of a
push-over.

Is Volume 2 worth purchasing? It depends on what you look for. It's a must for those
who enjoyed Konno's Volume 1. Well, you don't need to read Volume 1 to enjoy this
volume, but I think some readers might not realise the poignancy of Volume 2 if they
read this without reading Volume 1.

I should point out that I'm a massive Konno fan, so I enjoyed both volumes equally, but
perhaps, for a casual reader, Volume 2 might seem pointless as it doesn't really make
most of Otani's gradual realisation of his feelings towards Tachibana and vice versa
because it moves at somewhat leisurely pace.

That's unless you are a fan of Dawson Creek and similar. 
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Essex County, Vol. 2 Ghost Stories
Art and Story: Jeff Lemire
Published by Top Shelf Productions

Review by Chad Denton

In a strange way, "Essex County: Ghost Stories" reminded me of
a very different yet somewhat similar work, David Lynch's
perennial film, "Eraserhead." Both are stories where an
individual's emotional isolation is reflected in the physical
isolation imposed by the landscape. In Lynch's vision, that abyss
exists just beneath the industrial wasteland of Philadelphia. For

Jeff Lemire, the void his protagonist, an elderly deaf man named Lou, inhabits is the
open spaces of rural southern Ontario, which is a more than suitable subject for
Lemire's sparse, subtle art.

Second in a loosely connected trilogy, "Essex County", "Ghost Stories" is about Lou,
now unable to live on his own, whose vibrant past as an up-and-coming hockey player
whose career was destroyed by a knee injury is intruding on his lonely present.
Whether by his choice or not, Lou recalls the one mistake that led him to cut him off
from his small family and caused his life to unravel – and how much responsibility he
must shoulder for his own self-destruction. In short, "Ghost Stories" is a powerful work
about regret, taking devastating advantage of the storytelling opportunities afforded by
the comic book medium. Lemire offers one hope that one's alienation is never as
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complete as it seems and perhaps one really can go home again, at least in a figurative
way, but it is fleeting and ambiguous. One might think from this description that "Ghost
Stories" is an overdose of negativity, but that is hardly an accurate description Instead
it is the story of a life that perhaps cuts too close for comfort. Here's hoping Lemire is
one of the talents destined to finally bring about the long-predicted but never fulfilled
ascension of the medium into a widely respected art form.
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Will Eisner's The Spirit
Art: Darwyn Cooke with J. Bone and Dave Stewart
Story Darwyn Cooke (Spirit #1-6), Jeph Loeb (Batman/The Spirit)

Review by Chad Denton

Arguably Will Eisner's "The Spirit" was the definitive prototype of
the modern superhero, perhaps even more so than the
protagonists of pulp novels like Doc Samson and Tarzan. Guided
by the eclectic imagination of Eisner, the "Spirit" strip, which ran
through the 1940s up until the early 1950s, deftly transcended
genres in much the same way as the contemporary superhero
tale. Unfortunately, while "The Spirit" has remained a popular

classic, the title character, a masked vigilante who has allowed the world to presume
the death of his civilian self in order to have the anonymity he needs to fight crime, has
been overshadowed somewhat by his successors. Even compared to his peer Batman,
who was created near the same time, the character of the Spirit lacks a certain
melodramatic complexity. However, I think there is the charm of this character, and the
reason why, in the era of a superhero genre hobbled by over-indulgence of its fan base
and obsessed with its need to present "dark" and "edgy" stories, Darwyn Cooke's
revival of "The Spirit" actually looks like something entirely new and revolutionary.

Somehow Cooke has managed to successfully recreate what made the original series
such a breakout hit in 1940. In his scripts, Cooke juggles the comedic and the dramatic
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without a pause as he presents an urban backdrop that manages to appear pulpish
(there are female leads with names like Ginger Coffee and Silk Satin, after all) and yet
feel modern. Part of the latter surely comes from the fact that Cooke, while
incorporating Eisner's vision of the character and his world, has also made the series
his own, particularly with all too relevant satires of 24-hour network news, United
States foreign policy, and corporate advertising. Cooke's pacing is tight and he strikes
a perfect balance between crafting self-contained stories and teasing out a broader
story arc. The Spirit himself easily comes across as a complex and realistically likable
protagonist with a well-matched supporting cast. Really, I think there's a good many
writers of serial comics who should be forced to take a class with Cooke's "The Spirit"
as the only textbook.

It is worth mentioning that Cooke does acknowledge and deftly handles the more
problematic aspects of the source material. The Spirit's sidekick, Ebony White, was in
the original series a racial caricature typical of the period, but is thoroughly updated.
Even the Spirit's femme fatale nemesis, P'Gell, is, like Darwyn's other female
characters, a multi-faceted creation. As for the art, Cooke's clean retro-style transitions
easily from detailed cityscapes to action scenes to the Spirit's eclectic rogues gallery,
which includes an obese mobster who secretes acid, a tall, Ichabod Crane-esque man
pursuing an unorthodox affair with his vulture Julia (yes, really), and a Russian
crimelord who styles himself after an eighteenth-century Cossack general.

The hardback also concludes with the Batman-Spirit crossover written by Jeph Loeb
and drawn by Darwyn Cooke. It's an understandable addition, although, since it was
released before the series proper, there's several very minor discontinuities between
the crossover and the series issues contained within. It's a good read, although it
suffers from the common crossover sin of trying to cover too much ground too quickly.

Fans of not only classic adventure and superhero yarns, but also of the medium in
general, should find this collection worthwhile and a pleasant introduction to both
Cooke's series and to a classic comic book character.
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Heroes, Volume One
By Various authors and artists
Published by Wildstorm

Review by Allan Landow

The format of the entire comics collection was well done, indeed.
If you recall, the whole TV series seemed to be based on a comic
book style of genre, which was converted into some form of
reality. However, one of the great faults of the TV series was that
the gap was never bridged between the comic book fantasy and
the so-called reality, in which our characters inter-acted in the
every day world. The TV series focused on a little too much

action-oriented activity, most likely in an effort to appease the tastes of our adrenaline
addicted teens and young adults. This collection of comics delves much deeper. It
takes us into the thinking of our characters and the deep psychological reasons for
their actions. For the most part, it provides good background as well.

Chapter One: "Monsters":
Mohindar Suresh's past was brought out in very good detail; the way that the legacy
was passed on from father to son. The differences in beliefs between science and
religion melded together well, , as being two sides of the same coin. One criticism
though: According to the TV series, Dr. Suresh Sr. did not consider Sylar to be his
"patient zero." He was just one of many people on a list who may or may not possess
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special powers. Many before Sylar passed Dr. Suresh's tests, but Sylar himself had
failed. Therefore, Sylar could not have been the "patient zero" who Suresh was
seeking.

Chapter Two: "The Crane":
Hiro is always a delight to watch, whether in comic book form or as a gifted human, as
portrayed on television. He possesses a certain goodness, which makes his abilities
incidental to his humanity. In some ways, his resolve to control his abilities from
overwhelming his humanity somehow makes him "more human." As was brought out in
the comic, excellent symbolism is presented by drawing a parallel to the "Superman"
comic book. Yes, Hiro is a lot like Superman;. Always searching for the greater good
and always fighting for truth and justice- using his abilities to help others rather than to
dominate them. The origami "Superman" comic cover was good symbolism of how
Hiro merged his traditional values with his sense of duty.

Chapter Three: "Trial By Fire":
Very good chapter, which brought out the humanity of Nathan Petrelli. One major fault
of the TV series was that it just took too long to show the good side of Nathan. Frankly,
in the first half of last season, he came across as an opportunistic pompous,
womanizing politician. The humor in this chapter was very well crafted, especially in
the context of an upcoming election year. After Nathan had rescued the girl from the
fire and her mother found one of Nathan's discarded election buttons, which was
unintentionally left at the scene, she decided to change her political loyalties.

Chapter Four: "Aftermath":
Claire's Dilemma was brought out much better in this book,as compared with how it
was dealt with in the TV series. The book's portrayal seemed to get to the point faster.
The author got inside Claire's head. She was a young girl who just wanted to fit in as a
normal teenager. She had powers, which she does not know how to deal with: Was it a
blessing or a curse to be special? The comic presented both sides quite well. The TV
series painted a very different picture of her in the first few episodes. She was
portrayed as a reckless daredevil, who took foolish risks to see just how far she could
get, as opposed to the book's presentation of a very "human" young lady who wanted
to establish normalcy and balance, in the face of an unseeingly unsolvable set of
problems.

Chapter Five: "Snapshots":
DL's situation was well explained. We finally found out how he got to become a fugitive.
His love and concern for his family caused us to sympathexize with him, rather than to
fear him as a dangerous psychopath. His powers had not changed who he was or his
resolve to get back together again with his wife and son. Once again, the first few TV
episodes of last season failed to give us such important background information.

Chapter Six: "Stolen Time":
Nikki/Jessica was brought out into the limelight. However, a noteworthy point that was
not covered in the TV series was the fact that Jessica was not all evil. She basically
had retained Nikki's love and concern for her son Micah. When asked what she would
do with her share of the stolen money, she responded that she planned to put it to the
use of financing her son's private school tuition. So, perhaps, a little bit of Nikki was
safely stowed away somewhere in Jessica's subconscious.

Chapter Seven: "Control":
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Matt Parkman's challenge was portrayed. As a man who could hear what people were
thinking, he was subject to a lot of professional and personal torment. Finding out that
his best friend and his wife were sleeping together through his mind reading abilities
was, of course, the ultimate act of betrayal. Who could he trust anymore? He somehow
didn't feel better off for knowing. He felt isolated and tormated. Such was accentuated
in the TV series, as well. Professionally, a seemingly simple routine police chase could
be intolerably challenging if one is able to mentally hear the turmoil of everything and
everyone around him. How does he know how to center his focus? Such was
portrayed more effectively in the book, as compared to the television show.

Chapter Eight: "Isaac's First Time":
Much better inner focus on the brilliant yet tortured painter Isaac Mendez, as compared
to the TV series. I could sense his helplessness as he is able to see things before they
happen, but is in no position to prevent them from happening. A perfect example is the
case of the woman who was hit by the train. Isaac's painting gave her the knowledge
of what was going to happen to her, but it was unable to enable either of them to stop
the tragedy from occurring. It raises the question about fate in general. Is our
knowledge of what would happen a factor in averting what is destined to occur? A
definite and effective portrayal of helplessness. A hero's powers could only extend so
far…

Chapter Nine: "Life Before Eden":
Very sad, but necessarily so. This particular segment did not focus on special effects
or fantastic miraculous rescues. The main action was restricted to one room in a
house. It brought out a good point about the origin of many problems in the real world:
It all begins at home. In comparison to the all the other chapters, this one was the most
powerful in its' message: A sad little girl who was constantly put down by a cold, over-
bearing and manipulative stepmother. She was taught to be too scared to speak up for
herself, as well as to blame herself for everything that was wrong in her family life, by a
parent who was unable to give her the love that she needed. Perhaps years of
conditioned repression was the preliminary factor which gave rise to her powers. Did
the negative influences of society and environment turn her into the young woman who
she grew up to be? For the first time, social factors were taken into consideration. Such
a transcendence beyond the obvious heredity predispositions were impressively
portrayed.

Chapter Ten: "Turning Point":
Disappointing. Lack of imagination. It was no secret that Sylar was an evil parasite who
just focused on acquiring the powers of others. Parkman's ex-partner, Audrey hops on
a train (literally) in a vain attempt to track down the superhuman power driven maniac.
Hello!! Audrey is human. She has no powers. Why would she be able to hop on top of
trains? Also, Sylar could of worn a more convincing disguise in an effort to "blend in."
The "Kato" mask was a disappointment.

Chapter Eleven: "Fathers and Daughters":
Excellent portrayal of Noah Bennett, as he slowly treads the path to redemption. He
was a man who has everything to lose: his career, his family, his adopted daughter-
everything that he has worked so hard in his life to preserve. He knew that he was in
the middle of a very corrupt situation and was inwardly torn about what to do to protect
those who he loves. The scene in which Noah confronted another father who was the
complete opposite of himself was very well done. The second man was uncaring and
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refused to take responsibility for anything related to his daughter's life. Even when
Noah told him about his daughter's death, his response was repulsively shameful. He
actually believed that whatever happened to her was her own fault. Noah's response
was appropriately portrayed. After slamming the ignoramus against the side of his
house, he instructed his Haitian assocate not to erase everything, but to leave the
guilt. I couldn't think of a more appropriate punishment… Once again, here was
another chapter that needed very few fanciful effects to get its' message across. The
main action took place as a conversation between the two fathers. So much was said
in those few pages; things which the television series had never brought to life. Very
well done !!

Chapter 12: "Superheroics":
I didn't quite understand the meaning of this chapter. Was Peter Petrelli having a
dream? Was it a foreshadowing of something to come? Very many questions, few
answers…

Chapter 13-16; "Wireless":
Hana Gitelman's story was brought to the surface. Her background was very finely
detailed . The tragic deaths of her mother and grandmother, in a terrorist bus bombing
were definitely powerful factors in explaining the angry spirit of this hero. Hana felt the
obligation to carry on the freedom fighting work that was started by the loved
matriarchal figures who were abruptly taken from her, while she was just a little girl.
The appearance of Noah Bennett in her life seemed to provide a sense of direction for
her in one way or another. Although at that point, both were unaware of the corruption
behind the company that Noah worked for, it brought those two central figures together
in an effective and convincing manner. Hence, the message was conveyed that
sometimes good alliances could come from misguided loyalties. Well done !!
In Part 2": Hana's powers over internet communication were fully manifested. She did
well as an agent for "the company, " although she seemed a little too trusting. A lady
who had all the powers of the worldwide web at her fingertips did not seem to do
enough to find out more about the agency that she worked for. It actually seemed
unrealistic that she would be so trusting, especially considering how her mother and
grandmother were treated.
In Parts 3 and 4: Hana continued on her mission, although she found out that her
mentor was not being honest with her. It was interesting to see how quickly she could
adapt to changing her identity. Her need for revenge seemed more important than any
sense of loyalty that she might have had to anyone or anything. The idea was well
conveyed.

Chapter 17and 18: "How do you stop an exploding man?"
Part one: The introduction to Theodore Sprague's story. His sense of depression and
guilt were effectively portrayed in the first few pages. The challenge of wanting to have
a normal life, but being unable to do so was powerfully brought out to us. The
illustrations were effective in portraying the man's tortured soul. He blamed himself for
his wife's death. The heavy burden of carrying such guilt around with him was shown
effectively throughtout the chapter. Hana Gitlelman appeared to him, as a kindred
spirit. She was a good contrast to him to the extent that she had learned to channel her
powers into well focused anger and revenge. Ted displayed more fear than anger. He
was shown as being afraid to "let the genie out of the bottle," not wanting to unleash
whatever degree of harm he was capable of causing mankind. Well done!!
Part 2: Not very effective. The mysterious man who captured Ted remained as a
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mystery. His motives, identity and purpose remained a mystery that was never
explained.

Chapter 19: "Bully":
Very good combination of humor and irony. Most young children who were victims of
school yard pranksters could no doubt relate well to this chapter. Young Micah is faced
with such a challenge. He showed courage in confronting the classmates who tried to
embarrass his mother on-line. Micah showed good and creative use of his powers by
giving the bullies a taste of their own medicine. A good example for modern youth.

Chapter 20: "Road kill":
Another chapter about Sylar's evil crusades. It seemed that the book portrayed him as
being more evil than the TV series. A pointless murder of a truck driver who had no
powers for him to absorb was just a little "over the top."

Chapter 21: "The Path To Righteousness" :
Hana Gitelman's new outfit- the tight leather blouse, pants and boots was just a little
too stereotypical for a vigilante, who wanted to blend into the background.

Chapter 22: "Hell's Angel":
Excellent portrayal of Noah Bennet's conflict. His loyalty to the evil company that he
worked for, was contrasted with his fatherly love for his step-daughter. Somehow the
book's portrayal seemed to be more touching than any such scenes in the TV show.
The artistry which showed the look on Noah's face as he rescued helpless baby Claire
from the fire, showed that he had experienced a true and definite turning point in his
life.

Chapter 23: "Family Man:":
Powerful story of fatherly love. Noah used all the tools at his command in an effort to
protect his beloved daughter. His idea to contact Hana for assistance was a good
attempt to initiate outside help. However, Hana's ability to "forgive and forget" seemed
a little bit beyond belief, considering the ordeal that Noah and his company had put her
through. The most touching moment in this chapter was Noah's arranging for his
Haitian friend and partner to shoot him and erase his memory. That would insure that
even if faking his own death was ineffective, he would not be able to betray his
daughter in the event of his possible capture by agents of the company. Definite
conveyance of the ultimate act of love between father and daughter.

Chapters 24-29: "War Buddies":
A very good combination of chapters, explaining the connection between Nathan
Petrelli and Linderman. It was very creatively portrayed. The backdrop of the war was a
good starting point to tell the story of a very unusual alliance. The revelation of the
mysterious Austin's true identity as being the character of Linderman completely
caught me off guard. I enjoyed the experience of actually being surprised when
reading such a comic as this one. Most of the other chapters had elements of
predictability to them. However, the "War Buddies " chapters were completely original.
I don't recall the TV series going into such detail about the Petrilli and Linderman
alliance. A lot of incongruous pieces to the Linderman puzzle were finally put together.
Very well done !!

Chapter 30: "String Theory":
So well written !! The future Hiro's time travel experiences and his reasons for doing so
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were so well outlined. The focal point of the whole story was brought into light by this
one sentence in the chapter: "Time was not a line or a fabric, but the product of lives
interweaved." Excellent way of describing how the past effects the future. Way better
than the TV series, which showed the future Hiro appearing out of nowhere to confront
his past counterpart. His mission was taken from the point of view of the future and
supplied an effective visual explanation as to why his time travel was necessary. The
dark animation set the mood perfectly. The end of the chapter in which Hiro confronted
a past version of himself portrayed an inner conflict as well as an external one. It was
indeed this inner conflict that was the most important part of the problem, which
needed resolution, which was the focal point of the book's author.

Chapters 31 and 32: "Walls":
Also, good in providing possible background to the alternate universe theory. It
connected Nikki and Peter together, and the future Hiro as being their savior. Once
again, Parkman was a director on "the dark side," probably either working for
Linderman and/or the evil President Nathan Petreilli. Unfortunately, the descent of
Parkman to becoming a soldier of the evil empire was not explained well in either the
TV series or the book.

Chapters 33 and 34: "The Death Of Hana Gitelman":
Effectively united Noah, Ted and Matt with Hana. It provided an answer to the
questions that Hana had been asking herself about the purpose of her life. The E-mail
conversation between Micah and Hana, at the end of the story, provided a good sense
of closure. The last words that Hana e-mailed to Micah were quite thought provoking:
"Death is never quite what you expect it to be. It might seem like an ending, but really
the journey is just beginning. " It was indeed quite relevant for a story that keeps
continuing on. It left us with some questions for contemplation: Does it ever really end?
Do our heroes ever really die? Let us hope that they never do.

Summary:
Yes, indeed; Let us hope that our heroes never do die. The slight imperfections in the
comics that I pointed out were mostly gaps in logic that would likely be present in
almost every sci-fi novel. I experienced a great deal of pleasure from reading these
comics. It greatly enhanced my appreciation for the televised version and made me
look forward to reading further "Heroes" comics collection adaptations such as this one.

Overall Grade: "B plus"

Also see Logan's review of Heroes, Volume one.

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
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The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen: Black Dossier 
By Alan Moore, Kevin O'Neill 
DC Comics/Wildstrom America's Best Comics LLC

Review by Jane Seaton

Any hero's most subtle and dangerous enemies are close to
home. And so, in 1958, Mina Harker (nee Murray) and Allan
Quartermain return from exile in America (and briefly climb out of
bed with each other) to recover the eponymous Black Dossier,
MI5's' attempt to document and comprehend the phenomenon
that is the League of Extraordinary Gentlemen.

This band of 'extraordinary individuals' has defended Britain from dangers as diverse
as French revolutionaries, Martians, a P G Wodehouse-inspired manifestation of
Lovecraft's monstrous entities and, latterly, Nazi Germany. But now they've vanished,
leaving the British Empire unprotected, and MI5 is struggling replace them, having
failed to recreate the League by recycling post-war B-list heroes.

As Mina and Allan flee from MI5, they pause (from flight and love-making) to read the
Dossier, allowing us to discover with them how 400 years of popular culture can be
reworked to document the adventures of the League's members.

The book is beautifully executed, both as literary homage and as a physical object. The

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/140120306X
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/140120306X
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only thing it lacked was a recommended reading list. The 3D effects more than justify
the discomfort of the card specs, and the copulating 3D faeries are delightful.

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


Archived Entry - 12/28/2007: "Graphic novel review: The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen: Black Dossier"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000776.htm[4/27/2019 3:00:39 PM]

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 12/28/2007: "Yaoi novel: Ai no Kusabi"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000775.htm[4/27/2019 3:00:42 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Comic review: Wonder Woman: Love and Murder"] [Main Index]
[Next entry: "Graphic novel review: The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen: Black

Dossier"]

12/28/2007 Archived Entry: "Yaoi novel: Ai no Kusabi"

Ai no Kusabi
By Rieko Yoshihara
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc

Review by Ryes

What fan of yaoi doesn't know of Rieko Yoshihara's Ai no
Kusabi? The tragic love story of Riki and Iason, set in a futuristic
world where relationships involving love never last, captured the
interest of many fans. Ai no Kusabi presents a futuristic society
with a complicated caste system and takes an in-depth look at
look at the issue of class distinctions. Having learned all this by

watching the anime adaptation, I was eager and excited to read this novel. When I
received this first volume, I was disappointed at the length (only 140 pages). However,
as I began reading, I was relieved the book was so short.

The book starts off with a man (Man) torturing another man (Captive) with an
aphrodisiac for having an affair with a woman who is already chosen as a breeding
mate to another. It's clear from the first few pages that the "Captive" and the woman,
whose name is revealed as Mimea, are slaves. Although nothing is revealed of them
other than that they are "colleagues," the fact that their lives and their partners are
being determined by other people clues the reader in on their circumstances. We also
learn that the Captive has charisma and is different from other colleagues of theirs.
References are made to his being "raised among the dregs" and having an uncivilized

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569707820
http://liheliso.org/
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tongue. At the end of the chapter, the Man confirms the readers' suspicions by calling
the Captive his "pet." The first chapter is very powerful in that it manages to convey a
lot of information without saying as much.

After that, there is a jump in time and the reader is introduced to present day Ceres.
Ceres is a section of Midas, a city located next to the metropolis of Tanagura. Ceres
makes up the slums of Midas. There are two rival gangs hoping to take control, Jeeks
and Maddox. However, the citizens of Ceres aren't sure they want either of them in
charge. They remember the days when Bison ruled the slums, but with the departure
of Bison's leader Riki, the successful gang fell apart. Riki has now been missing for
three years.

Just as suddenly as he left, Riki returns. However, everyone sees that he is different
from the charismatic Riki of the past. His old gang members worry about him, but Kirie,
a tagalong, doesn't see what's so special about Riki. Because of that, he grates on
Riki's nerves with his constant jabs at everything Riki says. Kirie itches for action and is
unsatisfied with how inactive the current Bison is. In contrast, Riki doesn't seem to
want to move forward with anything. Instead, Riki is certain that Kirie is a version of
himself when he was younger. I disagree with Riki here. Kirie seems to seek action to
prove himself to others. The only reason he sticks with Bison is because of the name
Bison made for itself at the height of its success. Riki couldn't care less about how
others view him. When he was the gang leader years ago, he concerned himself with
what other people wanted. He didn't take on the position to make a name for himself.

This first volume is mostly an introduction to the setting of the Ai no Kusabi series and
Riki's history. The first half of the book describes the conditions of the slums in Ceres.
It explains how the occupants of Ceres are a disgrace to Midas. They are even
referred to as "mongrels." The second half of the book describes Midas and its
neighboring metropolis Tanagura. Midas and Tanagura are ruled by a supercomputer
called Jupiter. Jupiter escaped the control of its human creators and established its
own society based on the idea that only those with knowledge and how to use it should
be in power. It set up a hierarchy of bioengineered humans and natural humans, with
ranks designated by hair color. The bioengineered perfect humans at the top of the
hierarchy are called Blondies. Natural-born humans occupy a very low rung and even
lower are "mongrels," those who live in the slums of Ceres. As a result of this system,
a common entertainment among high-ranking officials is to take on "pets," human
pleasure slaves. Pet auctions are a social event and no one, including natural-born
humans who are being sold as pets, sees how this might be wrong. Slavery exists in
this strange futuristic society; it's unnerving to see human morals undergo a
regression. A theme of the novel is the degrading morals of those living in Midas and
Tanagura and the Commonwealth that at first disapproved of what was happening in
Tanagura, but eventually came to accept it because the pet business proved to be
lucrative.

The narrative is third person omniscient and Yoshihara makes that work very well.
Every character's thoughts are accessible, so it's easier to understand the motivations
behind their feelings and actions. It doesn't mean the characters become likeable.
Some of them are very irritating, but the description of the characters allow the readers
to feel strongly about them, whether it's like or dislike.

The contents of Stranger are intense and thought-provoking. The thing I criticize is the
delivery, which made reading Stranger a chore rather than an enjoyment. What's most
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annoying about it was that it was nauseatingly repetitive, especially the part about how
Riki has changed since he left three years ago. That must've been mentioned about
nine hundred times. Probably not, but it certainly feels like it. There are also repetitions
regarding the descriptions of the slums and how the occupants feel. The rest of the
book is different from the first chapter in that every bit of information is spoon fed to the
reader (more than once). The readers are given no chance to come to their own
conclusions. Instead, all the conclusions are already made and the author makes
double, triple, quadruple sure that the readers understand what she's trying to say.
Stranger can be condensed to less than half its size and still lose none of the
meanings and the impact on the reader. The repetitions aside, the way the novel is set
up is also very confusing. It starts off with an event that happened sometime in the past
three years, then jumps to the present, then reminisces about sometime earlier than
three years ago, then returns to the present, then a few hours ago, then back to the
present, and so on. It's enough to make a reader woozy. The prose also becomes
difficult after a while. The novel swims in metaphors and similes. At no point does it
tone itself down. The metaphors and similes go past the point of lending richness to the
story, and instead, it feels oversaturated. I admire Kelly Quine, the translator, for being
able to deliver excellent translations for a difficult novel. Every sentence was clear—
definitely gives the reader the chance to appreciate Yoshihara's skills with the use of
diverse literary devices.

The adaptation was great, as expected of Juné. The book was a nice size, small and
fits into a coat pocket. The translation was smooth and professional, very little typos.
The only thing I found strange was the placement of the illustrations, which didn't
correspond with the events on the page facing the illustrations. Although the novel has
a few problems, its rich settings and the details make it worth buying. I didn't enjoy
Stranger as much as I thought I would, but I won't pass judgment on the series as a
whole yet because this book is only an introduction to a plot that I know is deep and
complicated. Although there's not a lot of plot movement in Stranger, readers can still
immerse themselves in the futuristic world Rieko Yoshihara has created for us.
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Wonder Woman: Love and Murder
Written by Jodi Picoult
Art by Terry Dodson, Drew Johnson and others
Cover by Terry Dodson and Rachel Dodson 
Published by DC Comics, June 2007

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

I read this book with a bittersweet feeling of familiarity. On the
one hand, I enjoyed seeing my old childhood idol again, even in a
graphic novel (which is how they refer to comics for grownups),
and how little she has changed. On the other hand, it hurts to see
how much the world of mortals has changed and how little it

appreciates her. She's still as strong as Hercules, as beautiful as Aphrodite, and as
wise as Minerva. But her old-fashioned values have collided with the politically correct
mores of our time, particularly the one which claims that all criminals are capable of
redemption.

Wonder Woman's troubles began when she had to kill a bad guy. "So what?" you may
say. "Isn't that her job? Don't heroes have to kill bad guys in order to save the world?"
Unfortunately, this bad guy was a government agent. A rogue agent named Maxwell
Lord, a/k/a the Black King, who had taken control of Superman's mind and was using
him to beat up Batman and attack Wonder Woman. When she finally got her golden
lasso on him and forced him to tell her how she could stop him, he said "Kill me." The
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arrogant SOB probably thought she was too much of a Goodie Two Shoes to do it. Or
too much of a woman. But she wasn't either, so she did kill him. Which set Superman
free, but put her on trial for murder.

What kills me is that "both the Man of Steel and the Dark Knight could not condone
Wonder Woman's actions, believing that there could have been another way to stop
Lord." (See intro page one) Excuse me, Supe, Caped Crusader, but are you both
nuts? You were both threatened by a villain with mental powers who was trying to
destroy you, and you're not even grateful to the woman who saved your latex-covered
muscular butts? I'll bet the real reason is that you were both embarrassed at being
saved by a woman.

After the trial and subsequent acquittal, Wonder Woman took a year off from her duties
do some soul-searching and adopted the identity of Diana Prince, special agent for the
Department of Metahuman affairs. She is partnered with Tom Tresser, aka Nemesis, a
chameleon-like master of disguise, and they both report to Sarge Steel. She now
divides her time between her government job and her real job of bringing peace to
"Man's World" as Wonder Woman.

Then one day both her worlds collide, when she is ordered to bring in Wonder Woman
for questioning about Max Lord. Before you can say "double jeopardy", the witch Circe
appears and kidnaps her partner while disguised as Wonder Woman. Our heroine
pursues her, beats her up and gets Nemesis back. Circe, being a typical villain, taunts
her for caring so much about mortals when she isn't one and questions her reasons for
protecting them, since she's the type who wouldn't recognize real goodness if it walked
up and introduced itself. No sooner does Woman Woman rescue Nemesis than Sarge
Storm shows up and takes her into custody. It seems he's received orders from higher
up to keep her in custody until she spills some details about Amazon technology, a
weapon called the Purple Death Ray in particular.

Meanwhile, Circe goes to Paradise Island and revives Queen Hippolyta, Wonder
Woman's mother, who died a hero's death not too long ago. She shows her a vision of
our heroine in prison, which enrages Hippolyta enough to declare war on mankind. If
you haven't guessed by now that Circe is behind all of our heroine's troubles, you just
haven't been paying attention.

The rest of the book is filled with colorful panels packed with plenty of action—hot
pursuits, fistfights, Amazons on horseback, superheroes in flight. Batman and Black
Canary put in an appearance to try to stop the attack of the Amazons (I'll bet
Superman whimped out!), which culminates with Wonder Woman fighting her own
resurrected mother, even after she's convinced it really is Hippolyta, not another of
Circe's illusions. As for Circe, she slinks away after being mortally wounded during the
battle, but don't make the mistake of believing that she's dead. As C.S. Lewis wrote
about witches in "Prince Caspian", part two of his Narnian Chronicles, "Whoever heard
of a witch that really died? You can always get them back." I'm sure that Circe will
recover in time to make Wonder Woman's life miserable in a sequel.

The whole plot hangs upon the thread of Wonder Woman's responsibility toward the
mortal world; namely, does it still deserve her protection even after treating her so
unjustly? Okay, so she killed a bad guy. He deserved his fate. Granted, most
superheroes prefer to bring the bad guy in alive for the courts to judge, but I've seen
plenty of comics and cartoons where the villain suffered a well-deserved death, usually
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by his own stupidity or at the hands of his henchmen. Of course a decent hero tries to
save the villain, but few of them shed any tears over their failure to do so. Neither does
society, once they discover the extent of the villain's evil. So why can't they cut
Wonder Woman some slack, after all she's done for us?

To me, the true measure of a hero is being able to behave heroically even after the
ones you're sworn to protect have turned on you and show no gratitude for your past
heroics. Spiderman has certainly been in that position once too often; one day a hero,
the next day a criminal. But he still keeps on helping the helpless and stopping the bad
guys, because he knows somebody has to do it, and he's the only one around qualified
to do it. The cops do their best, but they're only human. Heroes are superhuman, and
great power requires great responsibility. Wonder Woman knows this too. Like
Spiderman, she knows she's been treated unfairly, judged harshly by a civilian
populace that doesn't know what danger they're in half the time, as well as by her
fellow heroes with their self-righteous ethics. But what can she do but keep on keeping
on?

Like Mother Eve after she's tasted the apple of knowledge, she can't return to
Paradise. She knows too much about humanity by now to feel comfortable about
abandoning us to our fate, as much as we deserve it. If only she could make her
mother and Circe understand this! But then, there would be no conflict and no story.
And having even a confused and conflicted Wonder Woman in this world is better than
having none at all. Or, as Nemesis tells her after a discouraging day, "You stop
believing in heroes, the hero inside you dies." May there always be heroes to uphold
the ideals of truth, justice, and the American Way, despite the politically correct pests
who keep telling us the American Way isn't the only way, and refuse to acknowledge
the bitter truth that sometimes you have to do wrong to do right.
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Heroes Are Extinct! Vol. 2 
By Ryoji Hido
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

"[Japanese Defense Minister] Shigeru Ishiba told reporters that
he was studying whether the nation's pacifist Constitution would
limit a military response to an attack by space aliens. 'There are
no grounds to deny that there are unidentified flying objects and
some life forms that control them,' Mr. Ishiba said, smiling at first,
but then delivering a straight-faced explanation." -- The New

York Times, Dec 22, 2007

Well, it's good to know that manga characters aren't the only ones taking the threat of
alien invasion seriously. Heroes Are Exinct! pokes fun at the "team of teens saves the
Earth from alien invasion" story. But in the case of Volume 2, it is not so much a poke
as a stab in the back. Can a parody be too successful, or its target too defenseless?

Galactic General Cassiel, acting as chief of the Terra Rangers, insists that military jets
are useless because they are "triangles," and only a huge bipedal humanoid robot can
defend Earth. But he also convinces the invading Bazue empire to attack using giant
monsters. So some of the overused themes of the genre appear, but only because a
deranged goofball secretly works for both sides. This is pretty funny, but after a while it
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becomes a bit sad -- the genre is so silly to begin with that it makes for too easy a
target.

I did like that the threatening aliens have names like "Princess Velvet" and "Ahab." I
also liked some of the unnecessary detail, such as the alien technology described as
"A Bazue photo album. A touch panel type that can store up to 5,000 images (or 10
hours of full video)." But the manga starts to run out of steam when it introduces
flashbacks to Cassiel's childhood and his mysterious origins. These plot points seem to
only appear so that we can groan at how cliched they are. In an afterword, the author
admits to not expecting the manga to have continued past chapter 15, so perhaps the
plot was not planned out very far. It will be interesting to see where things go in Volume
3.

See also:

Heroes Are Extinct, Vol. 1 review by Tom Good
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Hula Girls
Directed by Sang-il Lee
Screenplay by Sang-il Lee and Daisuke Habara

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Okay, I'm going to explain the plot of "Hula Girls." You will think
I've gone even further over the edge, but please bear with me.
This story sounds insane, but it's a true story and that's why, in
the best tradition of true stories, it sounds completely nuts. In
1965 or thereabouts the huge Joban coal mine in Iwaki-shi in
Fukushima Prefecture and Kitaibaraki-shi in Ibaraki Prefecture

began to close. The surprisingly foresighted management decided to save a
percentage of jobs, (out of thousands) take advantage of the area's other natural
resource, hot springs, and build a Hawaiian Center in Iwaki-shi, complete with hula
girls. And this incredibly gutsy project it saves the town of Iwaki-shi, at least. I am not
making this up, this really happened. In the film the project succeeds because 18 coal
miners' daughters learn to hula dance and smile through their tears. Also, some of the
miners get over their coal miner rage and pitch in to help get the Hawaiian Center up
an running. The interview with Mr. Yukio Sakamoto, director and general manager of
the Joban Kosan Co., Ltd. Planning Division. Mr. Sakamoto, whose family has worked
for the Joban Mine for three generations and he makes it sound like, after a little initial
confusion, everyone pulled together. For dramatic purposes, there is a lot of conflict in
"Hula Girls": labor vs. management conflict, mother vs. daughter conflict, teacher vs.
student conflict, good looking city woman vs. hunky coal miner man conflict. Und zo
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on.

What is it about coal miners? The ones you see in movies and read about in books,
that is. I mean, when I think of Japan, I think of Kabuki, yaoi, cheery blossoms, Zen
Buddism, Pearl Harbor, Hiroshima, but I have never ever thought about coal miners.
Now, I know nothing about real coal mining, but I have read "Sons and Lovers," and by
God, the Japanese coal miners in "Hula Girls" are like D.H. Lawrence's coal miners:
dour, drunken, change-resistant, child-abusing, bastards. Why? Why is that? This film
has women who "dress coal," which is something women do with coal and I have no
idea what it means. I tried to look it up, but didn't get anywhere. I don't recall any
women in "Sons and Lovers" working at all; they just stay home and suffer. The main
hula girl has the coolest, hunkiest, dour, change-resistant coal mining elder brother,
who is supportive of what she's trying to do with her life, and his character gives me
hope for the entire genre. He's a great guy, he just has tremendous difficulty imagining
that there can ever be another way to live that is not coal mining. Of course he's
young, but he still has a heart and you get the feeling he always will have a heart. Hard
to know what he'd be like ten years later when the Joban mine finally and completely
closes, but that's not part of the film. The elder brother and his mom have epiphanies
near the end of "Hula Girls" that made me love them very much. As you might imagine,
there are a lot of tropes in this film, too: mine closure, mine cave in, angry miners,
miner beating up his daughter and cutting off her hair. What is it about cutting off your
Japanese daughter's hair? This also happens in "Seven Samurai," but for different
reasons. What is this Japanese daughter hair obsession?

Anyway, there were a lot of moments in this film that made me cry a lot. Watching it
again, I think I was crying because everyone in the film was crying. There's a lot of
crying on both sides of the screen at Casa Mayerson. So, I'm not sure if this is really a
box of tissues film or not. I think I cried less when I realized I was crying along instead
of for some other reason. Okay, I cry at weird things (see my "Ping Pong" review), sue
me. However, I have to tell you that the ending is triumphant and touching, but there's
crying in it as well. So, it's a tear-jerker, but it's a relief after all the grim coal mining
tropes.

The music annoyed me, but I'm so hard to please musically, I don't even know why I
mention it anymore. The last Japanese film score I liked was for "Ran," by Toru
Takemitsu, so I really shouldn't go on too much about it. I will say that as much as I
admire Jake Shimabukuro's ukulele playing, the pop song in the train station make me
want to bite and scratch (more than usual). /grrrrr

I feel this is a very touching film about female solidarity, but I don't know that I'd call
this a feminist film. The women and girls in the film overcome all obstacles to save their
town. Considering the historical and cultural circumstances, I suppose this was the
bravest thing they could do. In a perfect world there would be more options for
economic success than entertaining tourists, but we do not live in a perfect world.
Sometimes I think we live in a Vegas world: free drinks and the casino sucking the
hard-earned money out of your pocket, but that's another subject entirely.

I will have to admit that I've never thought much about hula dancing or liked it much
when it did enter my consciousness, which was almost never. However, after watching
"Hula Girls" I like Polynesian dance, because it's not all hula in "Hula Girls," more
because I understand it a little better. The scenes where Ms. Hirayama is teaching her
dancers the basics of hula dancing were some of the best in the film. To see her take a
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rag-tag bunch of girls living in grinding poverty and teaching them to hula dance with
grace and beauty is one of the cheer-worthy parts of this film Of course to see her take
a rag-tag bunch of girls living in grinding poverty and teaching them to hula dance with
grace and beauty, as opposed to a world and culture that would support giving them
some real education and marketable skills so they had more to survive on than the
whims of the tourist industry is NOT part of this film, but it is something I am NOT able
to overlook. /sermon

Eh, it's a nice film, a good film for the whole family, but I'd rather be stranded on a
desert island with "Ping Pong." Or, even better, with "Seven Samurai."

And, as is usual when I wig-out in a review, I will be finding another reviewer for this
film because it deserves a more normal type of review. So you might want to check
back here in a few weeks for another "Hula Girls" review. You should be recovered
from this one by then. Really.
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Prince Charming, vol 1
Art and Story by Akemi Takaido
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Cat

What is love? High school teacher Asahina doesn't know nor
care. Womanising, boozing, chain smoking, and playing truant on
his own classes are the fuel of his life. But soon all that ceases to
matter when one of his students, Yuasa, appears with a candid
snapshot of an amateur sex video, supposedly filmed at a love
hotel where Asahina and an anonymous woman had sex.

Asahina isn't happy. Even more so when he realises that while Yuasa seems to know
where to find the discriminating video and is willing to help him to get it, he clearly
wants to get in Asashina's trousers. It's bad enough that the school already isn't happy
with Asahina, these photos will kill off his already shaky career and reputation. In spite
of his cool misgivings, he accepts Yuasa's help. Mainly to see how will it go down.

Only if he had known what was to come...

"Prince Charming" is a romantic comedy that thrives on cynicism, sarcasm, dry humour
and a kind of romance that doesn't at all pay attention to the usual yaoi rules.
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On one hand we have this highly irresponsible teacher who's famed for being aloof with
a tendency to make cutting remarks to anyone who's stupid enough to gets in his way.
He doesn't give a toss about anything or anyone including himself. Even so, he's
vaguely aware there's something missing from his life. Especially from his sex life,
which rankles him a little. Still, he's never asked to be a good role model. Life is there
for him to cruise on by.

On the other, we have a seventeen-year-old mature and quietly optimistic student who
wants to win his aloof teacher's heart and he's willing to do anything to achieve that.
That includes moving in with Asahina, which is slightly insane because Asahina isn't
exactly a warm-hearted loving bunny. This doesn't deter Yuasa at all. He just goes
after Asahina like an iceberg after the Titanic.

On top of that, Yuasa's two gay best friends � Kagami, a bespectacled die-hard flirt,
and Nagai, a reputed stud - invite themselves to Asahina's life, much to his annoyance.
As Asahina doggedly tries to continue his life the way it's been, these three boys keep
messing with his head with comments and actions, forcing him to realise the cause of
discord that plagues him almost all his life. What will he do with this newly found
realisation?

Somehow Kagami the flirt, admittedly to his surprise, successfully catches Asahina's
attention. Will he make a move on the object of his best friend's affection? Meanwhile,
Yuasa learns two surprising secrets from Nagai and doesn't know how to handle it.
How will this affect their friendship? More importantly, how will it affect his own mission
to win Asahina over?

When each of these events occurred I became less and less sure Asahina and Yuasa
would become a couple and I enjoyed this sensation of uncertainty, an element largely
missing from yaoi manga these days. The fact that it has humour and great
characterisations doesn't hurt, either.

In accordance with Takaido's trademark, the story doesn't revolve around Asahina and
Yuasa alone as it also focuses on Yuasa's best friends, their interactions and a world
they live in. It's as if it's a well-written soap opera for indie-loving twentysomethings,
which suits me just fine.

I had wondered what it's about the cynic teacher that makes Yuasa fall for him so hard.
It isn't mentioned throughout the story, but there's an extra at the end that reveals how
it all started. I feel it should be incorporated with the main story, but this may go against
Takaido's tendency of making her characters' backgrounds enigmatic.

The art style is clean cut, simplistic and easy on the eye. At times it seems sparse and
clinical, but it fits in with the atmosphere of the story well. Takaido makes most of her
characters' eyes and faces to convey subtle emotions, which is surprisingly done well
because at times her characters come across like lifeless, stringy-haired dolls.

I tried to find a serious flaw with this manga, but I enjoyed it too much to bother. Well,
the only thing I dislike about the English version is DMP's decision to leave original
SFXs intact. They overcome the language barrier by adding an English translation next
to each original SFX. I prefer to have these original SFXs entirely replaced with English
translations. As a person who cares a lot about cover design, I'm happy to note that
"Prince Charming" hasn't fallen victim to bad cover design that afflicts most DMP
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books.

In honesty I was more bothered by the fact that just as it got truly interesting, I reached
the end. I look forward to volume two. Especially to see whether Asahina would ever
lose his famed cool.
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The Last Days of Krypton
By Kevin J. Anderson
Published by Harper Entertainment

Review by Logan

I'll just cut to the chase: I struggled with this book. When I saw
that noted sci-fi spin-off author Kevin J. Anderson had written a
prequel to Superman's story, I rushed right out and bought a
copy. As I started reading the novel, my excitement faded.

To be fair, I didn't hate the book. But, it was incredibly slow to get
into. The key difficulty I had was with the narrative style.

Anderson does a lot more telling than showing; he narrates instead of using interesting
dialogue to give us glimpses into the characters' psyches. As a result, the characters
are flat, seemingly stuck in a Phantom Zone of character development - never quite
able attain a rich three dimensional quality.

I do admire the way Anderson weaves the various tales of Krypton into a nice cause-
and-effect timeline. It starts with Jor-El creating the Phantom Zone, which leads to his
meeting and falling in love with Lara. Then we see Zod's ambitions grow as he adds
Jor-El's recently banned Phantom Zone to a secret stockpile of weapons. Next, an
alien visits the xenophobic Krypton and makes fast friends with Jor-El. (It's this alien's
ship that will eventually be Kal-El's escape pod.)
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Next we see Braniac scoop up and miniaturize Kandor, Krypton's capital city. In the
aftermath, Zod assumes control of a frightened and leaderless people. Thus begins the
despotic reign of Zod. He uses one of Jor-El's other inventions to squash dissent,
leading Zor-El to create a force field to protect his home Argo City. (It's this force field
that protect Kandor for several years after Krypton explodes. This leads to the birth of
Kara or Supergirl.)

The story depicts a Krypton that most of us would perhaps not envision. Kryptonians
have attained a "perfect society" and their council of elders serves mostly to stifle
scientific creativity. It's this failure to adapt and accept science that is eventually their
undoing. I enjoyed this element of the story, and found it easy to relate to our own
global issues and acceptance of science.

Anderson deftly collects most of what we know about Krypton via comics through the
ages -- surely no small feat. However, despite the story line being well-constructed, the
character development and narrative style are somewhat tedious. I'd only recommend
this book if you're a huge Superman/Krypton fan.
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Heroes, Volume One
By Various authors and artists
Published by Wildstorm

Review by Logan

I watched Heroes religiously last year. Unfortunately now that
Heroes isn't on iTunes, I haven't kept up with the this season's
episodes. The only reason for this is that watching episodes on
NBC.com is a horrible experience.

Imagine my delight, then, in being able to dive into the world of
Heroes in a completely different way. DC Comics recently

released it's first print collection of the web comics. Because I had never followed the
web comics, I was looking forward to reading these new Heroes stories. I tried reading
the first web comic online, but just didn't find the online experience to be satisfying.
There's something altogether different and satisfying about reading them in a printed
book, though!

The trade is a nice hard-bound book with stunning artwork on the jacket. All of the first
season characters are depicted in a beautiful collage. The only unfortunate artistic
renderings are Claire (Hayden Panetierre) and Peter (Milo Ventimiglia). Peter looks fat
and Claire casts an out-of-character ominous look.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1401217052
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Inside, the art is every bit as fun and interesting as the cover artwork. The art style is
imprecise and playful. It's also rich and vivid, with strong, bold outlines. I'm a fan of this
particular type of comic art. Micah Gunnell is one of the artists who pencilled a number
of the web comic episodes that I liked. I really dig his style. Check out his sketch diary
here.

Although I liked a few of the stories, many of them felt frivolous. The stories that give a
tiny glimpse into the off-screen adventures of the main characters felt hastily
conceived. These one-offs bored me a little bit, and I stalled reading the volume in a
few places because of this.

There were two story arcs that were riveting. The first was the story of how Mr.
Linderman and Mr. Petrelli (father to Nathan and Peter) came to know each other. As
youngsters, the two men were appointed to a special mission during the Vietnam war.
Petrelli learns about Linderman's ability to heal living things. Their mission is fraught
with surprises and tension. They part in bad blood as Linderman denies his powers,
causing Petrelli to seem like a lunatic to his superiors. Years later, the men reunite and
discuss joining together and making great sacrifices to save the world.

This was a nice glimpse into the past. It gives us more information on how all the
members of the secretive group of elders (The Petrellis, Linderman, Hiro's Dad, etc.)
are all connected. There's still clearly more to learn, but at least now we have an
interesting piece of the historical puzzle. (I expect that when I catch up with this
season, more of that puzzle will be revealed.)

The Petrelli/Linderman story is actually contained within my favorite story arc about a
brand new character. Hana is an amazing hero who has the power to read, track,
send, and receive any type of wireless or digital signal, using only her brain. Thus her
code name: Wireless. The art is fantastic throughout these episodes. I love how the
artist draws the wireless streams of information saturating the air like translucent
rainbow currents. The story is also really well integrated into Season One. It's clear that
Hana plays an unseen role in much of Mr. Bennet's plans to bring down the mysterious
Paper Factory. Besides having an amazing ability for harnessing wireless signals,
Hana also has extreme physical strength and endurance. In the end, Hana meets a
technology that she can't hack into. Ultimately she sacrifices her life to carry out her
mission and stop this technology from being used by the Paper Factory. I felt that
Hana's character was the most compelling and vibrant within the Heroes universe. It's
too bad she wasn't included in the TV show.

Overall I really enjoyed Heroes, Volume One. I'm looking forward to reading the
Second Volume too!

http://www.sonofdavinci.com/
http://www.sonofdavinci.com/
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
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Vampire Hunter D, Vol. 1 
By Hideyuki Kikuchi
Adapted and Illustrated by Saiko Takaki 
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

In the year 12,090 A.D., many people ride horses and dress like
cowboys. But some high technology still exists, leading to great
lines like "Directions are being transmitted to your horse's
navigational system." Vampires also roam the land, carrying out a
wide range of humanitarian aid projects . . . well not really, this is

a typical vampire story so you can imagine the plot. The odd details keep it from being
too predictable, and the hero's goth / cowboy / Road-Warrior style makes a good hook.

The writing seems unpolished at times. For example, early on when the hero D meets
Doris Lang, we learn that he is a "dhampir," but the word is not defined. Later, other
characters react with shock when they hear about the dhampir, but the reader is still in
the dark. Finally, a vampire tells D, "That's quite a boast for a traitorous dhampir. The
bastard spawn of the union between our kind and a lowly human." This informs the
reader, but the conversation makes no sense. A vampire has to explain to a dhampir
what "dhampir" means? Are we supposed to believe that everyone knows what it
means except D himself?

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708274
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708274
http://www.dmpbooks.com/
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Doris fights using a whip, and one of her battle tactics is to strip naked to distract her
male opponent. But this only makes sense if she can remove all her clothes so quickly
that her adversary cannot attack her while she is doing it. Wow, Doris must be the
fastest stripper in Ransylva! (Another cool detail is that the village is called "Ransylva"
-- the middle part of the word "Transylvania.") Perhaps the "vwoom" sound effect when
she disrobes represents her superhuman speed. She is like The Flash, but only when
flashing.

The art feels more like a collage of different elements than an attempt to portray a
consistent three-dimensional world, but this is not necessarily a problem, just a stylistic
choice. Any given page usually has as many points of view as there are panels. This,
combined with the frequent use of straight and spiraling "speed lines," gives a sense of
constant motion.

The abstract collage effect shows up in a panel where an old man looks out a window.
But there are no walls, no floor, in fact there is no room at all -- just an open window
and windowsill hovering in space in front of him. A series of vertical lines forms an
abstract background for the scene, yet these lines also seem to be reflected at an
angle in the window glass as if they are real. This may not be completely logical, but it
does create an eerie mood.

Doris Lang and D have very similar looking faces, which seems like an odd choice.
They both have pointed noses and chins, earrings, long black hair, and feminine
features. Because of this, when they are shown close up face to face, it almost looks
like D is looking into a mirror. Of course, from a distance there is no confusion, because
D has a giant hat, whereas Doris has what Lene Taylor calls "giant inflatable tits" -- an
affliction at least as common as vampirism in this story.

The best part of Vampire Hunter D is D's left hand. It has a mind of its own, it has a
face, it can talk, and when severed from D's body it can crawl around on its own. This is
one of the creepiest things I have ever seen in a horror comic, and it is very well done.
In some scenes where D appears to be talking to himself, he is really having a
conversation with his hand.

Though it is easy to mock aspects of Vampire Hunter D, that doesn't keep it from being
a fun read. In some ways it made it even more fun, because I could imagine the
MST3K version as I went along.

 

http://ireadcomics.blogspot.com/
http://www.mst3kinfo.com/mstfaq/basics.html
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/


Archived Entry - 12/09/2007: "Manga review: Vampire Hunter D, Vol. 1"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000768.htm[4/27/2019 3:01:07 PM]

The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 12/08/2007: "e-Book review: Cabin Fever"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000767.htm[4/27/2019 3:01:12 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Movie review: Death Note"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Manga review:
Vampire Hunter D, Vol. 1"]

12/08/2007 Archived Entry: "e-Book review: Cabin Fever"

Cabin Fever
By BA Tortuga
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

I’d think that staying alive in the Rockies in a snowy winter would
take more effort—effort at things besides sex, anyway—than the
two characters in "Cabin Fever" put into it.

We have the mountain man character, Horace, big and hairy and
muscular; we have the slight kid trying to find his way over the

mountains, not realizing how fast winter will set in. (And in this book it sets in in five
minutes flat. Since these characters would never approach each other unless they
were snowed in, lay that snow down thick!).

Horace takes the kid, Walker, in. Within minutes, he’s lusting after Walker, and within a
chapter or two, they’re into cock rings and bondage and I don’t know what all. Well,
they did call it the wild west.

But they only mention gathering food twice. One rabbit is taken out of a trap, and this
book runs from fall to spring. And nobody ever seems to cut firewood, or go down into
the root cellar (yes, there has to be one; they keep making stew), or do anything much
but get porny real fast. And constantly.

http://www.torquerepress.com/fiction/cabinfever.html
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.torquerepress.com/fiction/cabinfever.html
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You will find every cliché about male/male lovemaking, every heavily-used ambiguous
description, and not much else. Once Horace is established as the mountain man, what
he says is completely unbelievable: sweet little endearments, mostly. And Walker
never says much of anything.

I don’t ask for much. Characters that have a tiny bit of substance, maybe a story that
makes some sense. I didn’t get either in "Cabin Fever."
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Death Note
Directed by Shusuke Kaneko
Screenplay by Tetsuya Oishi
Based on the manga by Tsugumi Ôba and Takeshi Obata

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I've never read the "Death Note" manga, but I sure liked this TV
movie. Not only did I enjoy it, I understood it! The writer and
director didn't cut any corners setting the story up. There's about
goodly opening stretch of tense music, shifting scenes of bad
guys dying, news reports, public reaction, and some very tidy

handwriting in a lined notebook, and then (cue the tense music) Light Yagmi is
introduced as the person writing in the notebook, therefore being Kira, the person able
to kill at a distance, and this serves as a great prologue. It's a pretty good hook—it
worked for me—and it sets up a flashback to the pre-Death Note Light at collage. An
innocent, optimistic youth, Light is tall, good looking, an ace at pick-up basketball, has
a hot girlfriend named Shiori, and has just passed the bar exam. He adores his police
detective father and is all set to pursue justice in the legal system. Unfortunately, after
criminally hacking into his father's police database account, he is shocked to discover
that the legal system is much less effective than he thought it was and becomes
horribly disillusioned. Just to further torture himself, he goes out and finds some
criminals in a tacky strip bar who were set free by the courts, and they freak him right
out. And then, on the way home from this traumatic experience, he finds the Death
Note. For a brilliant legal mind, I think he should have been a little suspicious of finding

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_Note_(film)
http://liheliso.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_Note_(film)
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a bone-dry paper notebook in the pouring rain that was in its own circle of dryness. I,
personally, would have been very disturbed by that, but I don't write manga, so maybe
Light's was the normal reaction. Anyway, he takes it home, laughs indulgently at the
weird directions for killing people in the book and watches a little TV. While watching
TV, Light decides to try out the Death Note directions on a crime in progress. And the
rest is history. Or something.

The movie (because it is TV movie: clunky, but endearing) picks up some steam when
the fabulous death god, Ryuk, swoops down on Light and begins to provide some
creepy comic relief, exposition, and even a little foreshadowing. Ryuk has a big crush
on Misamisa, the hyper-girly host of "Happy Sweets!!!" Hell, even I have crush on
Misamisa. I'd never want to be within earshot of her, but she's otherwise irresistible.
Ryuk and Misamisa are more like charming well-made props than characters in this
movie. Ryuk is CG, so in his case even more so, although the voice actor and the CG
animators do a good job giving him a presence [1]. But hey, it's based on a manga, so
we're not talking about Ivan Fyodorovich Karamazov and Madame Bovary here. Ryuk
still has some of the funniest lines in the movie, not to mention becoming a kind of
moral post-it note as the story progresses. Misamisa is a doll that flails through her
scenes and makes high screechy noises, but by the time we get to her scenes, she's a
welcome relief from the tense, bass drum music and the moody masculine stares of
the other characters.

Speaking of the other characters. The actors playing Light (Tatsuya Fujiwara) and L
(Ken'ichi Matsuyama) do a pretty good job with what they were given to work with in
the script. For Light it involves a lot of narrowing his eyes and thinking really loud at us.
For L, it's in the rare smile or sudden movement that puts the character across. He's
usually crouched in a chair, eating sweets, watching and/or providing exposition for the
viewers at home. There is one sweet eating scene that stands out in my mind: L
dumps a half dozen sugar cubes into a teacup of milky tea and stirs it with a lollipop.
Well done, I say. But, kids, don't try that at home. Your dentist will scold you (and then
hurt you very much).

Both Light and L are really sexy, which is, I suppose, how it should be. Too bad it's not
yaoi because they were made for each other. L never gets near a sexually available
woman and Light's scenes with his girlfriend are about as exciting as watching ice
fishing. So now that I'm thinking about it, this might have been a very discreet nod to
the Light/L yaoi crowd. And if so, hey, thanks! I mean, in a perfect world, Light would
have thrown all the Death Note nonsense over and carried L off into a blissful domestic
partnership where they would become the gay Nick and Nora Charles of Tokyo. Or
something. Ah! Huh... What was I writing about? Oh, yes...

All the other actors were either adequate or inadequate in their roles. Takeshi Kaga, as
Light's policeman father, got as much as was humanly possible out of his cardboard
part. I hear he was on Iron Chef, which I've never seen. L's henchman, Watari, had
very little to do in the movie, but he did it very well and with a lot of presence. I have to
say that after Light and L, the only other big fangirl squee was for Watari's first
appearance. Light's girlfriend and many of the police officers didn't really have
characters, they were just there to mouth plot points, and merely read their lines (and
not terribly well either). Buy, hey, it's a TV movie, no one was watching it for award
wining acting.

I originally saw this movie and the sequel at AnimeExpo last July. The sequel has75%
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more Misamisa! I think she even gets chained up at one point. So, fanboys, there IS
something to look forward to!

I will be sending this screener off to Tom Good for a more manga-informed (and
probably adult) review [2]. I also have to get it out of my house because I've watched it
for two nights now, and each night I've been unable to not stop at the bakery around
the corner for chocolate éclairs to eat while watching L chow down. This is very bad,
and as my idol Misamisa screeched so brilliantly: "I ended up getting fat instead! Now,
who's the devil?" Hey, recommended, with or without chocolate éclairs.

[1] According to Wikipedia, Nakamura Shido, who was great as Dragon in "Ping Pong,"
voiced Ryuk. So that would explain a lot of why the character had some heft.

[2] Death Note manga reviews by Tom Good:
Death Note, vol 10
Death Note, vol 1 and 2
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Ping Pong
Directed by Fumihiko Sori
Screenplay by Kankurô Kudô
Based on the manga by Taiyo Matsumoto
Distributed by VIZ Pictures

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Japanese boys playing table tennis should not make a grown
woman get all misty, but that is what "Ping Pong" did to me. I'm
also very glad I haven't ruined my mind with so much yaoi culture
that I can't just enjoy and be touched by friendship between two

boys who are not having sex with each other (or anyone else, for that matter). The two
lads in question are the confident and dashing Peco and his gentle, self-effacing
friend, Smile, so called because he never does. Or did once, as Peco recalls, "he looks
real cute when he smiles." They have real names, but I'm too lazy to look them up right
now. Oh okay, Peco's name is Hoshino and Smile is named Tsukimoto, I think they get
called by those names once or twice in the whole film, but now I feel less lazy. They
are freshmen at an average local high school and play on the table tennis team. But,
as always, there is back story: as little kids, Peco rescued Smile from being bullied and
taught him how to play ping pong. There are little flashbacks on their childhood that
give a vivid sense of how their friendship has evolved to the film's present. There is
another kid, Demon, who plays ping pong in this story, too. The place they all play ping
pong as kids and into the film present is a run-down ramshackle joint called Tamura
Table Tennis Dojo. I say Tamura is one of the great ladies of Japanese film. In Noir,

http://www.pingpong-movie.net/
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.pingpong-movie.net/
http://www.viz-pictures.com/dvd/ping_pong/index.html
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she'd be the serene goddess of a certain age behind the bar of some shady saloon,
dispensing wisdom with wisecracks. In this film, she's a cross between a burned-out
Lauren Bacall and Mr. Miyagi. If you detect some hero worship going on here on my
part, I can only say, oh, hell, yes! The other adult in the film, and there really are only
two, is The Coach, a disillusioned former champion ping pong player formerly known
as Butterfly Joe. He's okay, nowhere near Tamura's league of cool, but okay.

What happens in this film is that Peco and Smile grow up a little. This happens around
two table tennis tournaments and the events in between these matches and it makes
this an exceptional film of minor greatness about the joy and beauty of life, which I
found quite refreshing. There are characters one can root for wholeheartedly and no
real villains. There are some wonderful Rocky- and Karate Kid-like moments in this film
without the heavy handed American moralistic competition weirdness in both of those
films. Peco and Smile aren't spiritually better than their competition by the end of the
film, they're just boys heading into manhood a little wiser and with enough self-
knowledge and self-confidence to get there in one piece. And the adults around them
get the hell out of their way at just the right moments. Which is what adults really ought
to know how to do better than most adults, in my experience, know how to do.

The acting in this film is first-rate from everyone. Not a false note from even the
smallest bit player. I was not enamored of the film's opening scene because I hate
films that start in the middle, especially with what seems to me to be a suicide attempt
(I might be wrong about this). Do not be alarmed, of course the jumper lives, but the
first time I saw it, it made me frown very much, and as we know, grown women should
avoid frowning as much as possible.

Confession time, so skip this paragraph if you don't like this kind of thing: I've had this
screener for six months and have been watching it off and on, mulling this review, such
as it is, over and over and over. I have no idea why I've struggled so hard with this
review, but there you have it. Possibly it's because this film seems like a no-go zone for
me as a woman of a certain age. I was moved by it, but it's really for guys who will
understand and have more solidarity with it, especially the ending, than I can. So all
this mulling was about growing a fragile appreciation for the purity male friendship is
capable of achieving. Like I wrote above, I read too much yaoi and it, and many other
factors, have colored my perception of men. I don't deny that men have tough lives, but
they make their lives tough and tougher by being incredibly stupid most of the time and
occasionally vicious in the service of protecting their overblown self images. I don't
have a unified theory on why yaoi is taking over the Japanese manga market, but I
suspect it has to do with female powerlessness in the face of male stupidity and, often,
cruelty. Yaoi is ineffectual female revenge against the powerful in their society. But
maybe that's changing and "Ping Pong" is a sign of a shift in consciousness. I
wholeheartedly enjoyed this film, including the parts where the boys and men behaved
stupidly, but never lewdly, cruelly or soullessly. These males suffer, learn, and get on
with living their lives. "Ping Pong" also made me laugh, which is always good. I wish
there were more films like this. I loved it, and I still couldn't care less about table tennis.
Really. But the world could use more of the message "Ping Pong" had for me.

So, anyway, I guess getting all sentimental and sniffling over the purity male friendship,
camaraderie, sportsmanship, and competition untainted by sex or greed is okay.
Probably it's something HRT will fix, but I kind of hope not.

So, rent "Ping Pong" or buy a copy, if only for Tamura. She is a goddess.
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(Well, I'm glad this review is sorted. Now I can go back to trying to wrap my mind
around Japanese coal miners and their hula dancing daughters in "Hula Girls." No, I
could never make something like that up.)
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Garden Dreams
Story and Art by Fumi Yoshinaga
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ryes

The general location of Garden Dreams is in the west, however
there are events that also occurred in the east. What connects
the two location is a war that took place ten years ago. In the first
story, "The Baron's Daughter," the baron, Victor, receives two
visitors. They are bards from the east named Farhad and Saud.

The baron's daughter Antiette takes notice of Saud. The second story, "Garden
Dreams," is about the two women the baron fell in love with. The third and fourth
stories follow up on the events after the first and second stories. It'll be really difficult to
review this book without giving more details, but then details would ruin it for potential
readers. Just trust that this manga is one of the best out there, which is the kind of
quality you would expect from Fumi Yoshinaga.

Storytelling appears to be a theme in this book. A lot of the plot moves forward through
stories about the past that the characters tell each other. Sometimes, it appears as if
one character is telling the story, but by the end, it seems like it's another character's
narration. The effect was surreal and very dreamlike, which is probably where the title
is referring to.

Yoshinaga's style is crisp and clean, both art and dialogue. She's especially good at
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portraying facial expressions, which compliments the fact that her characters' dialogues
are usually curt and never long-winded. Her strength is in her characterizations. The
baron really shines as the main character. He was someone I was very invested in,
and I was so miserable just reading his story. He did have his funny moments and I
was glad things worked out for him in the end. I liked all the characters, but I might be
on the fence about the baron's daughter. She seems a bit ungrateful, but like
Yoshinaga's other characters, she's not flat and there is much more to her.

DMP's rendition of Garden Dreams was excellent. I liked that there was a clear
distinction between the languages being spoken. It's not a major thing, but details like
this lend to the quality. DMP did a great job with it. Garden Dreams is not light reading,
but it's extremely enjoyable. There was good plot development and great characters.
Garden Dreams is highly recommended.
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Enchanter, Vol. 5
By Izumi Kawachi
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

My personal rule of thumb for distinguishing good artists from
great artists is this: I might like the work of a good artist a lot, but
with a great artist, that appreciation is always stained with some
degree of jealousy and annoyance at not being able to create
such things myself. It's a selfish, horrible rule of thumb, I know,
but I have found it quite reliable. And by that measure, Izumi

Kawachi certainly qualifies as a great artist.

Let's start with the front cover. This cover art contains an intriguing detail: the character
Kimura has two different colored eyes, one brown and one blue. This is an unusual but
real trait called heterochromia. The coloring here must be deliberate since it also
occurs on the back cover of volume 6. Whether or not the reader notices this at a
conscious level, in some way this detail marks the character and the story as special.

After picking up on this, I started to notice that throughout the book Kawachi often
draws the eyes of the characters Kimura, Haruhiko and Fulcanelli with the left pupil
much more dilated than the right. It is a subtle thing, but once you notice it, it jumps out
at you. And the demon girl Eukanaria is never shown this way, so it seems to be a
specific look for certain characters, and not just a stylized way of drawing. The dilation
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of one pupil also happens to be a real thing, sometimes caused by a condition called
Adie Syndrome. I don't know if Kawachi is playing to her opthamologist readers, or just
making an aesthetic choice, but it is interesting either way.

I also must at least mention the great use of negative space around the top and right
sides of the front cover, which brings to mind the tradition of Chinese landscape
painting. This blank white portion of the cover not only displays the lettering of the title
to good effect, but it also creates a visual tension where Kimura seems to be falling out
towards the viewer.

Enchanter #5 begins, on the inside cover page, with a very nice pinup drawing (and by
"very nice" I mean that I blush and take a deep breath when I look at it). It is playful
and over-the-top, yet brilliantly done. A beautiful young woman reclines, covered only
by a string bikini top and a strategically positioned tropical drink. A straw dangles from
her mouth and she looks up with a wink. Another straw beckons from the glass, as if
inviting the viewer to join in.

Kawachi cleverly uses the second straw to enhance the impact of the picture. As with
the unusual eye details mentioned above, it is something not all readers will
consciously notice. And though I hesitate to use the word "subtle" in connection with a
cheesecake shot like this, there are many interesting things going on artistically in this
page. The legs extend beyond the boundaries of the page, and are suggested with just
a few lines and a few shades of gray. Without context these shapes would not seem
much like legs at all. And while the shoulders are well-defined with crisp lines, the
arms barely appear, vanishing into the background. Kawachi draws just enough to
allow the viewer's mind to fill in the rest.

And now for my review of page two . . . just kidding, though if I had enough time I
probably could say something about each and every page, which shows how much this
manga has to offer.

The plot of volume 5 finally provides a satisfying back story to explain the behavior of
the beautiful demon Eukanaria. Since the beginning of the series she has craved the
body of the hero Haruhiko, but only as a host for the spirit of the sorcerer Fulcanelli.
But now Haruhiko looks into Eukanaria's mind while she is dreaming, and he sees a
flashback to the relationship between Eukanaria and Fulcanelli, and starts to
understand her motivations. This scene makes her into a more sympathetic character,
not just a demon trying to take advantage of a young man.

In fact, one of the interesting things about Enchanter is that it has no real villains in the
classic sense. The plot often introduces a new character who seems threatening or
possibly evil, only to reveal later that he or she may have more reasonable goals after
all. In this world, characters tend to first see situations as more dire than they really
are, and then be pleasantly surprised by how things turn out. This, combined with the
effective comedy throughout the series, gives the story a cheery and uplifting quality.

The word baka (idiot) appears untranslated in several places, including a scene where
Haruhiko calls the demon "Bakanaria" instead of "Eukanaria." Though the context
makes it clear that this is some sort of insult, it does reveal some confidence in
English-speaking manga fans' knowledge of common Japanese words. It also makes
me wonder how much the Internet has raised the bar for readers, who can now
investigate any unfamiliar term with a quick Google search.
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For me, with Volume 5, Enchanter really turned the corner from being a fun manga to
being a must-read manga. If you like the romantic comedy genre, this is a series you
shouldn't miss. 
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Star 
Story and Art by Keiko Konno
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I'm not complaining, but it's a little amazing to me how many
straight guys fall in love with each other in yaoi. These two guys,
Hoshimi and Hirokawa, work in the same office by day, but by
night Hoshimi is a jazz guitar playing cutie in a street band. As
fate or Cupid or something would have it, one night the drunken
Hirokawa stumbles across this street band and falls instantly in

love with Hoshimi. To his credit, Hirokawa still feels that way the next morning and,
hangover be dammed, started hitting on Hoshimi. Hoshimi is somewhat alarmed and
confused by this development until Hirokawa tells him he loves the way he plays the
guitar and now he wants to...get to know him better. The office-musician-romance
aspect is cool in this story. When I was in music I worked in offices and never kept
quiet about where I had gigs, when I had the few I had. I handed out postcards, flyers,
whatnot, and then guilt for those who did not show up to hear my extremely
challenging avant-garde chamber compositions (because no one escapes). But
Hoshimi is much shyer than I ever was, because his guitar playing prowess and
hotness were totally unknown to Hirokawa prior to their magical meeting on the streets
of whatever city they're in. A meeting Hoshimi didn't even notice because he was too
busy being a jazz guitar man. And I respect him for that; when you're performing the
music comes first.
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Anyway, they fall into bed and then in love, Hirokawa dumps his girlfriend (who works
in the same office as him and Hishomi [don't these people have to take the
harassment/"please please don't sleep with your co-workers" courses I do?]) but she's
okay with it, (although Hishomi kind of freaks out because that makes him and
Hirokawa a serious couple, but then he's okay with it) and there's a happy ending.

Star has a lot of nicely drawn sex scenes in it. I mean really nice sex scenes, lyrical
almost. Except, and this would only bother me because I'm kind of obsessed about it:
in one of the sex scenes there are condoms (good) and Vasaline (not good). I know
they need lube, but Vasaline is petroleum based (as in petroleum jelly [gee, they have
a lot of nice-looking products]) and will rip up the condom. Cool nurse explains why
"...oil-based lubes can destroy latex since they are made from a similar material." And
ripping up the condom in the middle of hot sex wrecks the whole safe sex aspect of it.
So, readers, use water-based lube with latex condoms. Here's a nice list of water-
based lubes for you (am I nice or what? Here ends the Committee for Public Hygiene
Announcement, thank you for your attention). However, once I mentally wrote
Astroglide over the lube label, I was cool.

Star is a sweet book with a good plot, good characters and some very well-drawn hot
sex. Recommended, but don't use oil/petroleum-based lubes with a condom, always
use water-based lubes. Really.
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Constellations in my Palm 
Story by Chisake Sakuragi
Art by Yukine Honami
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

This is a long manga with lots of lovely Ykine Honami art and a
possibly too stately story by Chisake Salirago story. Don't get me
wrong, I haven't been ruined by slam-bang yaoi manga, I can still
enjoy something reasonably paced will lots of flashbacks, like this
one has. However, if you want sex sex sex in the first ten pages,

it might be good for you to read this one because there isn't sex sex sex until later on
after everyones character, backstory, family history, educational credentials, and credit
rating has been firmly established.

It is the story of two collage boys who were childhood pals and drifted apart and then,
eventually, drift back together. A lot of subtle psychological stuff happens. This really
must have been a bitch to draw. I salute Yukine Honami; she always gets the tough
ones.

The art is cute, I like the way Honami draws cats. I liked the cat in this story and I liked
her cat in "Rin!" The cats look alike, maybe they're cousins. Can you spot the Honami
cat? (Answer below)
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1.  2.  3.

And just to liven things up a little, the first person in the comments (who puts a valid
email [that will not be published] on the form, please and thank you) who can tell me
what hitherto unpublished in English mangas by what fabulous mangakas the other two
kitties are from, will win a copy of this adorable mini-comic by Laura Park of which I
happen to have an extra copy. (The winner will be contacted for their mailing address,
so if you don't want me to have your mailing address, don't post the answer, please
and thank you.) Other than the phone book, that mini-comic is the most G-rated thing
around here.

I liked this manga, but by the end, I found myself was hoping the secondary characters
-- Mizuho's school chum, who reminds me of Koichi from "Rin!" and Dr. Yoshimi, who's
in love with Enji -- would fall in love. I got a little bored with the angst and flailing
around by the main couple, so these two seemed like straight-forward likable, love-
worthy bastions of sanity by the end of the book. And Honami has a funny way of
making her secondary characters very memorable. Perhaps she finds nuances in the
secondary characters where the book's author overlooked them by being too focused
on the main characters and the plot. I'd like to ask Honami about that someday. I'd also
like her to have more variation in her character design, but the sameness I'm bumping
against might be limitations in the genre more than in her art. She does draw nice girls
and older people, so maybe there is a sanctioned look for boys in Boys Love. If so, it's
a damn shame Honami can't stretch out a little artistically because she draws lovely
gels and mature folks. She has an extra story at the end of Stolen Heart (an Age of
Enlightenment romp and another Juné title I hope to get to, um, soon) where there are
two mid-20-ish men who switch back and forth between bottom and top where you can
see how good her art can be when she gets a chance to do something other than doe-
eyed dewy youths.

But Honami is always good and I did enjoy "Constellations in my Palm," my own
personal interpersonal plot issues aside, this is a nice relaxing read with pretty boys,
lovely girls and cute kitty-cats. Oh, and astronomy.
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Oh, here's the answer to the first question about which kitty is the Honami kitty. It's
number 3, and here it is all over the seme hero, Enji, of "Constellations..." like a cheap
suit.

There's a cute visual joke on page 153 as to how much this kitty and the love interest
Mizuho's sisters like this guy, too.
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Douggary Grant Interview

I had the pleasure of attending my first SiliCon and loved it, wish I could have stayed
longer. I also never got to thank Douggary Grant, the Convention Chairperson, for my
press pass (thanks, Douggary), but I did want to ask him a few questions. He very
graciously consented to this email interview.

Ginger Mayerson: How long has SiliCon San Jose been happening?

Douggary Grant: SiliCon in one form or another has been around for about 10
years, it started from the ashes of Time-Con (a straight up sci-fi convention).

GM: What inspired the convention?

DG: Dan Lopez the owner of the show wanted to have his own convention after
working in the community for so many years and really wanted give something back so
he started it up as a NPO benefitting diabetes research. It has changed over the years
(including taking a hiatus for a few in the late 90s) after I and my co-chair Chris Knight
came on board it has become a full fledged multi-media convention catering to all
aspects of fandom including sci-fi, anime, comics, and horror.

GM: Who else is involved in planning and execution of the con? I don't want to leave
anyone out.

http://liheliso.org/
http://www.siliconventions.com/silicon/
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DG: TONS of people, companies, and fan groups contribute in various ways from
financial or other forms of support to actual hours worked at or before the show. Wow,
lot's of people work on the show There is a formal BOD and several Dept. Heads. A
cast of thousands! (lol) OMG, I almost didn't want to answer this question, because
there is no way I could mention everyone!

GM: Does SiliCon have a Mission Statement or some kind of thematic mission? Why
do you all knock yourselves out every year?

DG: Chris and I established our sort of unpublished motto which is "Include everyone,
exclude no one" We really try to adhere to that. Even if a certain part of fandom doesn't
directly appeal to us, we make an effort to have it represented. Personally I knock my
self out for two reasons, one it is a very deserving charity and that is important to me,
and make a convention that is just plain fun to attend.

GM: I had fun at the con, was it a good con for you?

DG: Yes! I am exhausted, but I had a blast...I wouldn't trade these sleepless nights for
anything.

GM: What worked or didn't work this year? Anything you'd do different or the same
next year?

DG: I think we tried to do a little too much this year and some things fell through the
cracks. Honestly I made this big push to include a lot of internet review sites, bloggers,
podcasters, etc. like yourself. I wanted to create this caucus where all these folks got
together and had fun. Unfortunately I was WAY too busy to involve myself in any of
that at the show so I have no idea how it went, was it OK? Next year we are
streamlining the show, more focus and better execution.

GM: Has it always been in San Jose? At the Doubletree hotel?

DG: no...there have been several venues used throughout the years, but the
DoubleTree seems to be everyone's favorite.

GM: Were there any particular advantages to the Doubletree hotel? Other than I could
have walked to it from the airport (I was wearing heels, so I took the prompt and
speedy hotel shuttle).

DG: The DoubleTree has a long history of being a "con friendly" hotel (even back
when it was the Red Lion). Besides having the 2nd floor (commonly called the party
floor) with it's connected balchony and a super friendly (and understanding) staff. It's
close to the airport and just the right amount of function space for us, a perfect fit!

GM: Have you considered other locations for next year?

DG: We obviously have thought about what happens when we out grow the hotel, we'd
like to stay in the South Bay (we are named after SiliCon Valley!). Maybe the San Jose
or Santa Clara convention centers? Who knows maybe we'll take over Moscone
Center in a couple of years!

GM: What are the advantages and disadvantages of the location you have in mind for
next year?
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DG: Obviously if the con continues to grow at the rate it has been we'll outgrow the
DoubleTree and HAVE to move onto a convention center proper...The advantage is
more space, but when you get that large you almost always lose some of that intimacy
fans crave...it will be our challenge to keep that feeling while still growing the show.

GM: You had a lot of interesting panels. How do you decide on your programming?

DG: A lot of the programming comes straight from the panelists. It is a great thing to
have active participants who look forward their presentation all year. A lot of it falls into
place and some of it is cooked up by staff. To tell you the truth one of the biggest
changes next year will be (gasp) LESS programming. Two years running we've
received input that people are missing events (or meals) because there is too much
stuff to do. We want to boil that down to a few "must see" events like the Costume
Contest or SFX Demo and add a few of the specialty panels sprinkled in.

GM: I didn't see many exhibitors and no medium to medium-large publishers, actually,
I don't think I saw ANY publishers. Why is that?

DG: Actually we had Illusive Arts, Atomic Bear Press, Posuer Ink, just to name a few.
You might have missed them in the sea of film production companies that invaded this
year (we had over a dozen in attendance) One thing we do is try to stand behind small
and independent press, giving them the opportunity to get themselves out there for the
fans to see. We did have sponsorship from DC this year (they sent us a ton of stuff for
the goodie bags and freebie table) but the large publishers really only do 1-2 cons a
year (like Comic-Con and maybe a wizard World) we'll get there eventually, but for
now we're happy to give the little guy some space to shine.

GM: I noticed a Bad Boy Bail Bonds, we have them in Los Angeles (not that I've ever
availed myself of their services), product placement on the tag neck holder thingy.
What's the Bad Boy Bail Bonds connection with SiliCon?

DG: Haha, besides getting a large portion of my paycheck? Just kidding. They are a
very community minded business that I had some contact with back when I was
heavily involved with the Rocky Horror scene (last word on that!). They were happy to
be a sponsor.

GM: Thanks again for the press pass, Douggary. I'd like to come back next year.

###

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
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The Other Boleyn Girl
by Phillipa Gregory
Published by Touchstone Books
A division of Simon & Schuster, 2003

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Everybody knows about the six wives of Henry VIII, but not why
old Henry got remarried so many times. The truth was, aside
from needing a son and heir to perpetuate the Tudor Dynasty
(which he got after he married #3, Jane Seymour, who died in
childbirth), old Henry was just a horn dog. He needed women the
way a junkie needs drugs. He thrived on attention and flattery,

and who is better at that than a sweet young thing out to snare a rich husband?

Not that all his wives were like that; #1, Katherine of Aragon, he married for love,
despite the fact that she was at least five years older than he was, and his late elder
brother’s neglected widow (Henry VII, his stingy father, wouldn’t let her go back to
Spain after Arthur died because her entire dowry hadn’t been paid). But when poor
Katherine failed to produced the required male heir, that’s when the ambitious, upstart
Boleyn family and their Howard connections began throwing their pretty young
daughters at him, starting with Mary.

From spring 1521 to May 1536, considerably longer than a thousand days, Mary

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/9780743227445
http://liheliso.org/
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Boleyn narrates the story of her life and that of her infamous sister, Anne. Phillipa
Gregory delves deep into the history of the Tudor Dynasty to give us the story of Henry
VIII’s marital mistakes from the beginning, using the POV of a relatively minor historic
character in the great masque that was Henry’s life.

Mary Boleyn is a historic enigma. She was supposedly the first Boleyn girl Henry ever
loved, but as far as contemporary history is concerned, she was just a footnote, a
prelude to old Henry’s great romance with her sister. Gregory makes her the younger
sister, though Wikipedia, the online encyclopedia, tells us she was the older sister.
Gregory also makes her a naïve innocent and a pawn in the hands of her ambitious
family, though Wikipedia insists she was a bit older than she’s depicted at the
beginning of the book, and considerably more experienced sexually. According to
Gregory, Mary Boleyn was married at twelve to Sir William Carey, a gentleman of the
king’s chamber, so she could appear at court and be thrust under Henry’s nose like a
tender young rabbit before a hungry hound. Old Henry was so enchanted by her that
he took her for his mistress when she was thirteen.

Mary exceeded her family’s expectations by failing in love with her golden prince
(Henry was still young and slender back then, about thirty years old, with the prettiest
red-gold hair and an athletic body toned by exercise like horseback riding and tennis).
She exceeded Henry’s expectations by having a daughter and a son in quick
succession (again, history disagrees with Gregory here, noting that both of Mary’s
children may not have been fathered by Henry VIII). Having proven her fertility, you’d
think that Henry would do the smart thing and divorce Katherine to marry this sweet
young thing who adores him and is able to bear sons. But no-o-o! Old Henry gets his
head turned by her sexy sister while Mary’s pregnant with his son and starts dividing
his time between the two of them, spending his days flirting with Anne and his nights
with Mary in his bed.

Meanwhile the girls’ parents, cold-blooded opportunists both, along with Lady Boleyn’s
ruthless brother Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk (whom I learned to despise in
Gregory’s last brilliant Tudor novel, “The Boleyn Inheritance”) are acting behind the
scenes to make sure their girls stay in favor with the king. First they push Mary into the
king’s bed and order her husband to stay away from her to make sure that she
conceives a Tudor child. Then when Henry’s attention starts to wane, they push Anne
at him, and Mistress Boleyn is all too willing to comply. Unlike her sister, who names
her first baby Catherine in tribute to her kind mistress, she has no love for poor Queen
Katherine, who still loves her wayward husband despite his neglect and manages to be
kind to her ladies-in-waiting while knowing that Henry is sleeping with one of them and
pursuing the other. With eyes wide shut, Katherine continues to behave like a loving
wife and a good queen, politely ignoring his shoddy amours and praying constantly for
her husband’s wandering eye to rest on her again. Not until he abandons her at court
one Christmas and rides out with Anne does she realize that the marriage is over.

But Katherine’s love for him never ended, even after he exiled her to a cold, gloomy
castle, deprived her of her only child, and stripped her of her queenly jewels at Anne’s
demand, so Anne could wear them after their hasty marriage to prove to the world that
she was the rightful queen of England. She even demands the royal christening robe,
last worn by Princess Mary and before that by Katherine and Henry’s late son who died
in infancy, to baptize her own royal brat. It gave me some satisfaction to see that she
wasn’t able to get it.
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When Anne’s baby, who she was so sure would be a boy, turns out to be a girl, who
would grow up to be Elizabeth I, one of England’s greatest queens, Henry’s eye starts
wandering again. That’s when Anne gets desperate and starts conniving with her
sympathetic sister and her too-clever brother George to get a son for England, which
involves witchcraft and possibly incest with her brother. This stretched credibility almost
to the breaking point for me, especially after he reveals he is having an affair with Sir
Francis Weston. But George does display an obvious affection for both his sisters,
preferring their company even over his wife’s, much to his wife’s annoyance, to the
point where he bestows a too ardent kiss upon Anne in her bedchamber one night,
while all three Boleyn siblings are celebrating her upcoming marriage to Henry. Mary
wasn’t the only one left feeling uneasy after that kiss; it made me feel icky too.

After her second miscarriage, things really start going downhill for Mistress Boleyn and
her family. When she makes the mistake of exiling Mary from court for secretly
marrying a mere commoner (Sir William Stafford, a gentleman knight from her Howard
uncle’s household), she not only loses her only female friend, she unwittingly saves
Mary from the awful fate that awaits her and their brother.

I found quite a few distasteful things about this story, not just the hint of incest between
Anne and George, but the revelation that Lady Boleyn did not love her own children;
she merely bore them out of duty and handed them over to be raised by nurses in the
French court. This explains why she finds it so hard to understand why Mary misses
her children, who are being raised in Hever Castle while their mother is at court. Poor
Mary has to beg for permission to visit her own children every summer, even while
she’s in the king’s favor, because her parents begrudge her every moment spent away
from Henry, fearing that she might be replaced by a Seymour daughter. Knowing that
noblewomen of that historic period were bought and sold like cattle in marriage and
usually didn’t get to raise their own children, and reading about it, especially when it’s
described so matter-of-factly, dampens some of my romantic ardor for that period.
Reading about all the other nasty things that Mistress Boleyn was willing to do to win
the king’s favor, including asking her sister Mary for tips on how to satisfy him in bed
without spreading her legs, made me lose all the respect I once had for her as a
feminist icon. It really drove home to me how powerless women were in that period,
and how a woman’s very survival depended on the man she married.

Of course there is no happy ending for Anne Boleyn; she dies on the headman’s block
after seeing her brother and two other gentlemen who were her particular friends, one
of them her brother’s alleged lover, even her favorite minstrel Mark Smeaton, executed
for being her lovers. But Mary escapes from court and lives quietly in the country with
her commoner husband and all of her children, the two she bore him as well as
Henry’s.

Most people of that time period would see it as a great comedown, going from being a
king’s mistress to being the wife of a commoner. But in my opinion, any woman who
can survive the glamour and intrigue of the Tudor court and find contentment in
ordinary living with a husband she loves is a heroine of her time. Remember, she didn’t
choose Henry, he chose her, even though she was married, and by the loose moral
standards of Henry’s court she was obliged to accept the king’s carte blanche, to prove
herself a loyal subject as well as an obedient daughter. After reading about the many
political perils and personal heartbreaks Mary was forced to endure, among them
having her son practically kidnapped by Anne as insurance against her own failure to
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bear a son, I was happy to see her finally able to follow her own heart, which few
women of her class were able to do back then.

I only hope that the new movie based upon this novel, due to be released this
December, is as exciting as the book. Of course Gregory takes a great many liberties
with history, but she does it all in the name of artistic license. And it is a very good
book in spite of the historic inaccuracies and downright lies, including George Boleyn’s
homosexuality—he was known as a great womanizer but was actually bisexual, and
the charge of incest against him and Anne was completely untrue—and the depiction
of Mary Boleyn as an innocent girl of thirteen when she was actually seven years older
than Anne, as well as the failure to mention that Mary was also briefly the mistress of
King Francis I of France. I don’t read historic romances for history, I read them for the
romance. After all, when you have a story to tell, you can’t let the facts get in the way.
Or as the old newspaper editor said to the cub reporter back in America’s Wild West
Era, “When choosing between the legend and the facts, print the legend!” After this
Christmas, Phillipa Gregory may be responsible for the start of a new legend
concerning Henry VIII and his women.
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Battle Royale
By Koushun Takami
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

I bought the Battle Royale novel (not the manga) at the Denver
airport because I needed something to read on a plane. (You
know Japanese culture has made it big in America when you can
buy Japanese novels and manga at the airport. Maybe soon the
flight attendants will be handing out Pocky candy.) The book, a
controversial bestseller in Japan, concerns an evil government

program that forces 42 junior high school students to kill each other until only one
remains alive. I expected this book to be trashy, exploitive, mindless, and a quick read
-- in short, a perfect in-flight diversion. But I was only right about the "quick read" part;
otherwise the book surprised me in many ways.

The book is more political than I expected. It does not take place in Japan, but in a
fictional fascist "Republic of Greater East Asia." It is a horror story of sorts, but one
where the government is the monster. The rules of the game are deliberately unfair:
each student is randomly assigned a weapon, but the weapons are far from equal. One
kid gets a machine gun, while others wind up with absurd implements like forks. The
government uses the program to keep its citizens fearful and unwilling to trust each
other.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/156931778X
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The central theme of the book, repeated again and again, is how difficult it is to trust
another person. If the kids do as they're told, only one of them will survive. If they band
together they might have at least a small chance of outwitting and escaping the
program, but most of them can't seem to risk taking that step. Any invitation to
cooperate might just be a trap to score an easy kill on a gullible opponent.

The characters' thoughts about these personal and political issues have little depth or
sophistication. Battle Royale will not be mistaken for something like 1984. Then again,
these are scared teenagers, not adult philosophers, so their conversations are
believable though sometimes superficial.

I found the writing style to be another surprising and interesting aspect of Battle
Royale. Takami tells this tale in a brutally simple and direct way, for the most part
avoiding figurative language, ornamentation, and emotion. The characters, of course,
experience various emotions, especially fear, but the writing itself is curiously
unemotional. Here's a representative paragraph:

Without any warning Kyoichi shot at Shogo. Shuya saw Shogo quickly duck. As he
heard the explosion from the shotgun that Shogo held in his kneeling position, sparks
flew from the muzzle like a flame thrower, and the next moment Kyoichi's right arm was
gone. Bloody mist shot into the air. Kyoichi gazed blankly at the half-sleeve of his
school uniform. The rest of his sleeve, from his elbow to the hand that was holding the
gun, was now lying on the grass. Shogo quickly pumped the shotgun and loaded the
next shot. A red plastic shell flew out to the side after spitting out its pellets.

Even in the phrase "sparks flew from the muzzle like a flame thrower" Takami seems
determined to avoid overly "literary" language. Instead of evoking a fanciful image like
a volcano, fireworks, or a dragon, Takami straightforwardly compares a weapon to
another weapon. This sort of deliberate blandness goes on for hundreds of pages, with
some added interest coming from the fact that the point of view keeps jumping from
one character to another.

At first I wondered if this style was just a case of unimaginative writing, but it is really
something more clever. The story is told from the point of view of the students, and so
this writing accurately mimics the detached, affectless speech of a shell-shocked
soldier or dazed accident victim. It is a type of realism that could only work in a story
like this one, but it does work here. The style manages to be entrancing when it could
have been aggravating.

As a pulp-fiction horror tale, Battle Royale delivers plenty of thrills, action, suspense
and fun.

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
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Manic Love 
Story by Satomi Yamagata
Art by Satomi Yamagata
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Manic Love is the very painful story of Maki, who, in his last year
of high school, begins a passionate affair with his prep school
tutor, Haruji, and falls in love with him. Too bad Maki is the only
one in love. Turns out the tutor had a Maki-like experience
himself when he was Maki’s age and is still in love with the guy.

As the coincidences pile up, it turns out Haruji’s former lover is one of Maki’s high
school teachers, Mizuguchi, and, yes, alas, Haruji and Mizuguchi get together and live
happily ever after.

But what about Maki?

The poor kid ends up with a jerk named Reni and more this story is followed in another
review of Fake Fur. One happy thought in Manic Love is that there might be a rescue
in the works from one of Maki’s decent high school friends, but we don’t get to read
about that in either book. And since this story is so heartbreaking, I’m just going to
project my own little mental sequel that Maki finally finds required love with his high
school friend and they live happily ever after. Yes, I know this is not how real life is, but
this is my imaginary manga and that’s how it’s going to be.
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Manic Love and Fake Fur, are extremely well written and well drawn. They are painful
and beautiful stories. I’m not sure that makes them great art, but it does mean they’re
going into the Mayerson permanent library. Growing up is hard, detaching from
childhood is hard, falling in love often makes it even harder. Maki makes some bad
choices—haven’t we all?—and it’s tough watching him punish himself for them. He
confuses love with sex, which always ends in tears. In a way I’m glad the mangaka
didn’t write his ending, happy or otherwise, so I can have it all to myself.

By the way, I like Satomi Yamagata’s afterword to Manic Love where she says: “It was
just a challenge to see if I could write half of the book as nude scenes and if something
is worth doing it’s worth doing right!” I admire that kind of thinking! This mangaka
sounds, writes, and draws like a grown-up woman who knows the things that grown-up
women know. I must repeat that the art in this book is as lovely as the writing. Add in
that the mangaka’s aferrwords don’t annoy me and you’ve got an all-around winner
here.

Highly recommended.

Replies: 1 Comment

Satomi Yamagata made an exceedingly moving story. I like it! ;)

Posted by milf @ 11/08/2007 05:17 AM PST
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"The black-clad club-goers are out for a night of drinking, dancing, and drugs.
However, others also lurk in the night, dark creatures that are not the glamorous things
others wish they were. Lord Byron, poser and Vincent Price worshiper, craves the
attention of his peers, but soon finds the attention of something far more dark and
insidious."
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Hey, kids! Be in with the In-Crowd. Or something. Buy Byron: Mad, Bad, and
Dangerous TPB from SLG Publishing!
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Pop Japan Travel: Essential Otaku Guide
by Makoto Nakajima
Digital Manga Publishing
Pop Japan Travel

Review by Tom Good

This travel guide in manga form tells the story of a group of
Americans who journey to Japan to get their geek on. Some go
for the anime, others for cosplay or collectible figurines, but they
all love Japanese culture and want to see it firsthand. Though the
book does contain some travel essentials, it won't replace a

Lonely Planet or Fodor's guide. Instead, it concentrates on conveying the confusion
and excitement of being a foreigner in Japan for the first time.

Pop Japan Travel does a good job of describing the feel of some of the intriguing
neighborhoods of Tokyo, from the high tech center Akihabara to the red-light district
Kabukicho. The book also warns of some common American errors, such as
mispronouncing kawaii (cute) as kowai (scary), thus turning a compliment into an insult.
I've actually seen this occur, because some Americans tend to say something like
"kuh-why" which sounds closer to kowai to Japanese speakers. But in a sense kawaii
is more like a four-syllable word: ka-wa-i-i with the "i" sounding like "eee".

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709424
http://liheliso.org/
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Because this is a manga, there are a few over-the-top action scenes: the characters
get involved in high-speed scooter stunts in busy traffic, and find themselves in a
dangerous encounter with yakuza (Japanese crime gangs, similar to the Mafia).
Obviously these are not recommended activities for travelers in Japan, or anywhere
else for that matter, but it does liven up the plot. (The one time I rode a motorcycle in
Japan was a scary experience that I will never repeat.)

If you're looking for some inspiration to visit Japan, this book is a light-hearted and fun
place to start.

Pop Japan Travel - The real life adventure! Live the manga! Or something. Ed

Replies: 1 Comment

It's a fine story (not wonderful but interesting). ;)

Posted by Rob @ 11/21/2007 05:25 AM PST
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VIZ Licenses Death Note Anime to Adult
Swim

by Tom Good

VIZ announced today that they have
licensed the DEATH NOTE anime series to

Adult Swim for domestic broadcast. It all starts at midnight (EST) on Saturday, October
20 at midnight (EST), with new episodes following each week. “The domestic
broadcast debut of DEATH NOTE has been patiently awaited by fans across the
country and we are pleased to team with Adult Swim to facilitate it,” states William
Germain, Director, Animation Production, VIZ Media., “The mix of drama, mystery and
action has already made the Shonen Jump DEATH NOTE manga a hit and the anime
series takes the characters and plot to the next level with a captivating visual style. We
look forward to fans tuning in each week for the latest adventures of L and Light as
they struggle to outwit each other and demonstrate conflicting ideas about right and
wrong.”

DEATH NOTE has long been one of my favorite manga series; I consider it one of the
best written manga of all time. And the costumes at this year's Kumoricon revealed a
growing interest in the series. This show will be essential Fall viewing for anime fans.

See also:

http://liheliso.org/
http://www.viz.com/
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Death Note Vol. 1 and Vol. 2 reviews by Tom Good
Death Note Vol 10. review by Tom Good

VIZ has also acquired distribution rights to the two live action Death Note films and
they should be available on DVD in mid-October. Watch this space for reviews! Ed
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Hero
By Perry Moore
Published by Hyperion

Review by Logan

One night while on vacation in Utah, I picked up Hero by Perry
Moore and didn't put it down until I'd finished reading it. It wasn't
that difficult, what with no TV, cell phone reception, or internet.
What's a boy to do? (Besides *that*! Get your mind out of the
gutters...)

Hero is about a young teenage kid, Thom, who discovers he has
super powers. At the same time he is coming to grips with the fact that he's gay. Thom
battles with coming out as a super hero to his father who hung up his own cape in
shame years previous. His father disdains the super hero world almost as much as he
detests homosexuals. To make matters worse, Thom's mom split the scene, leaving
him with a homo-hating, superpower-hating dad. Thom struggles with his dual
challenge of coming out as a super hero and as a gay teenager.

Perhaps the aspect I liked best was the lack of overt sexual acts in the story. Although
Thom develops a crush on a boy from another school, the attraction is subtle and there
are no saucy sex scenes. Gay novels often disappoint me because they rely too much
on sex to sell the book. And often, the story, plot, and character development all suffer
for the sake of a few poorly written and unsatisfying buggerings. Thankfully, Moore fully
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develops his myriad characters and pens a gripping story with interesting plots twists.

The one issue I couldn't overlook involved the ending. In the last battle scene Thom is
left father-less and mother-less (yes she returns from the beyond in the last fight
scene, only to be vaporized). Instead of Thom learning to be a self-sufficient super
hero and young man, he transfers his dependence and his need for approval to his
new boyfriend (also a super hero). At least he didn't get raped, murdered, stuffed in a
refrigerator, or gay-bashed.

p.s. Perry Moore is way cuter in his other pics than the one the NYTimes ran. 
Hey Perry: How *you* doin?! ;)
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L'Etoile Solitare 
Story by Yuno Ogami
Art by Yuno Ogami
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

The first original English language (OEL) manga from the Juné
imprint of Digital Manga, Inc., L’Etoile Solitare, the lonely star or
the solitary star, is the story of soulless, rampant Western
capitalism rampaging all over Japanese family values. Capitalist
running dog hotel raider, Micah Remmington, sets out to forcibly

take-over a family owned Japanese hotel chain, ably aided by his ruthlessly blond
executive assistant, Richard. The head of the Kurahashi family has recently died and
the new head of the family and family business is 11 year-old, sorry, university student,
Yuuki Kurahashi. Yuuki is adorable, passive, indecisive, his executive assistant, Wada-
san, walks all over him, his younger brother is even taller than him, and, as you have
probably surmised, Yuuki is no match for Micah Remmington. So, of course, they fall in
love at first sight when they both dash out of a convenient rainstorm into a conveniently
sleepy saloon called, yes, L’Etoile Solitare. Also, of course, the course of true love
does not run smoothly - evil girlfriends, evil executive assistants, stupid uke tricks, etc.
- but that’s not unusual in yaoilandia.

Maybe I’m burning out, but I was somewhat disappointed in this manga. Or perhaps I
had unrealistic expectations on plot and art for the first OEL manga in the history of
publishing. There’s nothing new or exciting in this manga. It treads the old tired boy
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meets boy, boy loses boy, boy gets boy back formula. Yes, I know it’s yaoi. The main
characters are one-dimensional idiots, Micah’s girlfriend is the main villain (I’m really
getting sick of that yaoi trope), there’s unrequited love (frankly I thought that person
was a better match for Micah than the washed-out, juvenile Yuuki, but I’m not in
charge of these things), there’s spa sex (okay, the sex is pretty good, but by the time
they got down to it, I wasn’t that interested in it), and it’s a longer story than it needs to
be.

Sorry, June Manga, you know I love you, but this one just didn’t do it for me. But, other
than perhaps playing it a little too safe with formulaic plot, mundane art and, possibly,
an affordable mangaka, it’s not really your fault.

In the creator afterword, Yono writes:

“As I drew (L’Etoile Solitare), I noticed how immature as a mangaka I still am, and I
think this might be the manga where I grew the most as I drew it.”

But maybe didn’t grow enough. And, you know what? I’m also getting sick of these
weird, groveling creator afterwords apologizing for not being good enough or whatever.
Stop it! Stop it! Stop apologizing! Either be good enough or brazen it out! And you June
editors could just save a few bucks and stop translating and printing these weird artist
anti-statements.

So, maybe it’s me. Maybe this manga is actually okay for what it is. Maybe I’m being
unreasonable hoping for an intriguing plot and dynamic art. Maybe I thought because
this OEL manga is, essentially, a commission, the June editors would have more input
and control over the content. Maybe I’m wrong about that. Maybe I’ve just grown jaded
on ukes that look like children, weird anatomy, wafer-thin characterizations, cookie-
cutter plots, and self-debasing mangaka messages. Sorry, but the Project X: 7-11 book
was a more exciting read than L’Etoile Solitare. Yes, I know their different things, but,
y’know, it’s not like I’m comparing Moby Dick to All Star Batman and Robin here.

A good story is a good story. Good storytelling is good storytelling. Good art is good
art. The reverse of those is also true, whatever the medium. L’Etoile Solitare isn’t
especially bad, it has June’s wonderful production values and I was able to finish it
without a stiff drink, it’s just mediocre compared to the rest of their list.

And that magnificent June list has spoiled me rotten.

So perhaps I’m not burning out and this malaise is really the June list’s fault. Yeah, that
sounds good.

I look forward to June’s next OEL attempt. I wish I could have given their first one a
rave review. But we don’t pull our punches at J LHLS.

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
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Kumoricon 2007

By Tom Good
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Imagine a bottle spinning on the brickwork of a park on a summer day. Above it stands
an anime fan, dressed in costume. Zoom out to a circle of people, similarly dressed,
surrounding this center point, waiting. The bottle slows to a stop, indicating a point on
the perimeter, and the person in the center delivers a "glomp" to the one on the
outside, and then they change places and the process begins again.

A glomp is more or less a hug, often executed with a running start, and sometimes
including a jump at the end or some other flourish. The word supposedly derives from
the sound effect of one anime character tackle-hugging another, and according to one
fan on the Kumoricon message boards, a glomp circle like this one "showcases" the
various "styles of glomping." There were indeed different styles in evidence, with calm
walks followed by polite hugs on one end of the spectrum, all the way to long-distance
flying leaps on the other. One group of three girls glomped as a team -- when the bottle
pointed to any of them, all three would receive the glomp simultaneously, then all take
over the center together.

One might assume that all this glomping would only take place among a close-knit
group of friends, wary of outsiders joining in, but this was not how things worked.
Participants called out to passers-by, inviting them to join. The circle changed its
composition as fans came and went, but it persisted for hours. When the bottle seemed
to favor one quadrant of the circle, people rearranged to make it more likely that
everyone would get a chance. And if there was some doubt about who exactly the
bottle pointed too, standard procedure was to include both people.

To ask why they glomp is probably the wrong question. Obviously, it is a fun thing to
do. A more interesting mystery is why glomp circles only exist at a few places like
Kumoricon. People with some common interest gather at other public events, and they
have a good time, but without this element. The Portland Auto Show, for example, had
no glomp circle. Neither did last year's Stumptown Comics Fest, though it may have
attracted similar people to those at Kumoricon.

Being in costume may have something to do with it. Once someone takes the step of
going out in public dressed as an anime character, he or she has probably already
overcome the sort of shyness that could inhibit joining a glomp circle. And the costume
itself may reduce self-consciousness in social interaction, in that the wearer
symbolically represents a character and not just the everyday self. At one level what
takes place is a performance where perhaps Inuyasha glomps Naruto, which is a fun
and funny thing to watch.
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The glomp circle may not be the most important or most popular part of Kumoricon, but
on the other hand it shows what kind of gathering Kumoricon is. Society at large tends
to be suspicious of youth culture. Once comic books were blamed for turning young
people into juvenile delinquents. Today our culture seems to fear that violent video
games will create a generation of trigger-happy criminals. But if any conclusion could
be drawn from a single event like Kumoricon, it would be that anime, manga, and video
games encourage interests in art, music, writing, voice acting, other cultures, and
being nice to people.

This year, the percentage of fans in costume seemed greater than ever before. Naruto
and Bleach costumes were everywhere, Death Note showed increased popularity, but
Fullmetal Alchemist cosplay (which was big in previous years) seemed to be declining.
Still, there were some good FMA costumes, including an impressive Major Armstrong
with real muscles.

A small group wore satyr-like outfits with amazing jointed artificial legs that made them
incredibly tall, but allowed for a fairly natural walking motion. Even the hotel staff, jaded
from seeing hundreds of costumes, were impressed by these.

http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Kumoricon2007/P1070295.JPG
http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Kumoricon2007/P1070377.JPG
http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Kumoricon2007/P1070356.JPG
http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Kumoricon2007/P1070369.JPG
http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Kumoricon2007/P1070330.JPG
http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Kumoricon2007/P1070332.JPG
http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Kumoricon2007/P1070331.JPG
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One costume that may have been a first in the Northwest was the rollerblader from the
Jet Set Radio video game. There were also at least two people dressed as characters
from the Phoenix Wright Ace Attorney games. They even had "word balloon" signs with
phrases like "Objection!" written on them.

At one point a group of women outside in period costumes looked as if they must
belong to some anime. But actually they were dressed in mid-19th-century clothing as
part of the celebration of the 150th anniversary of the city of Vancouver, Washington.
This event happened to be going on the same weekend as Kumoricon, in the park
across from the convention's hotel. The timing was great, because it made Kumoricon
feel like part of a larger party.

The convention's location at the Vancouver Hilton also paid off when it came time to
find something to eat. A farmers' market was conveniently situated a block away, with
plenty of fresh produce, various hot foods, and very short lines. The mellow locals
hardly even reacted when ninja, pirates and other characters stopped by to check out
the produce stands.

Back at the hotel, convention guest Kirk Thornton and his wife Julie presented a panel
on voice acting to a packed room, and gave the audience a lot of opportunities to
participate. They took the crowd through vocal warmup exercises, then had everyone
practice delivering lines using different variations. A few people got to come up to the
front of the room and read some lines into a microphone. Then Mr. Thornton
demonstrated how he would direct the person to produce a different kind of
performance of the line. The amount of improvement between the first attempt and the
final result was really striking, and it gave a glimpse of how a good director can shape

http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Kumoricon2007/P1070417.JPG
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a performance.

Other panels included a talk about the influence of The Tale of Genji on anime and
manga, and a discussion of "lolita fashion" such as the Elegant Gothic Lolita style from
Japan. The latter group emphasized that lolita fashion is a modest look that should not
be too revealing, and also mentioned that many people who wear these styles do not
consider it cosplay, but just a fashion choice that they might wear in everyday life.

This year the convention added a manga library, which was a great new feature.
Hundreds of books were available for fans to read for free within the designated
reading room. This was a great way to relax between events, and a good chance to
discover some new manga. All in all, it was another good Kumoricon, and the fans
came out in record numbers. Officially, attendance was over 3,000 this year, up 33%
from last year. Growth like that is great news for the future of anime culture in the
Pacific Northwest.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elegant_Gothic_Lolita
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Replies: 1 Comment

I was hoping to get a press invite to Kumoricon, since I got one for Mikomicon. I love
the cosplay and was planning on writing about it. It looks like Kumoricon got a lot of
good costumes. Maybe next year... /sigh

Posted by collinevan @ 09/17/2007 11:04 AM PST
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The Body and the Screen
by Michelle White
Published by MIT Press, 2006

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I finally finished "The Body and The Screen" and even though it
didnï¿½t wow me, it did make me think a lot. Don't get me wrong,
this is an extremely well-researched book, but if it was supposed
to give me some feminist or other -ist insight into how I, or others,
interact with the internet, it didn't make much of an impression.

Now, I know it's a big internet and I am small, but most of what I read about in the book
was not really on my radar. Internet time moves fast, this book was published in 2006,
much of what Ms. White is writing about has been swamped by YouTube and...well,
mainly YouTube. But any pseudo-anarchistic online video alleged collective that is
owned by a corporation, like Google, really takes the whole "free" internet gloss off it,
because how can it truly be free if it's owned?

Anyway, I'm feeling obliged to review this book because it is a very nice book and the
good folks at MIT Press very kindly sent me a copy when I asked for one. Moreover,
feeling that I absolutely must say something interesting, if not intelligent about it caused
me to have a conversation and finally finish a book I hadn't been able to get through
before. And for those two things, if nothing else, I am extra grateful to Ms. White and
MIT Press.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0262232499
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0262232499
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Not so long ago, I was aimlessly talking on the phone to my pal K, who is a Ph.D. in
communication studies at a university in Texas and I asked her: if post-modernism was
over, what theory era were we in now? She said she wasn't sure because she hadn't
gotten the memo yet, but she thought we might be in the post-literacy era. I said, tosh!
People are reading and writing more on the internet than ever before. She said,
maybe, but was I sure? Wasn't it more likely that the majority of interaction of the
majority of internet uses were just watching the pictures going by? I said I'd have to
think about that after we hung up. And so I have thought about it and it does seem that
I spend a lot of time clicking on icon links, interacting with avatars, often just reading
photo captions instead of the accompanying story, and watching, often blogging,
YouTube at least four or five times a week. To my credit, I have never used the "TLDR"
for "too long, didn't read" when leaving a comment while skimming through Live Journal
entries. Yes, we are reading and writing, but are we really doing any thinking with it?
And is there some larger reason for that?

And this leads me to the book I read, "The Society of the Spectacle," by Guy Debord,
that I had to actually do some serious thinking about for this review. I've had this book
for a while but could never get past the first chapter. After reading "The Body and the
Screen" and having that brief chat about post-literacy, and also reconsidering Debord's
book as a giant prose poem on submission, instead of a political theory book, I was
able to finish it. I got a little bogged down at the end because it delves into Marxist
theory as if everyone has read and understood Hegel, which, alas, I have not. But I
found many parts of the book chilling, even with my Hegelian limitations:

"1. The whole life of those societies in which modern conditions of production prevail
presents itself as an immense accumulation of spectacles. All that once was directly
lived has become mere representation."

"4. The spectacle is not a collection of images; rather, it is a social relationship between
people that is mediated by images."

"105. ... Ideology was no longer a weapon, but an end in itself. But a lie that can no
longer be challenged becomes a form of madness. Eventually both reality and the goal
sought dissolved in a totalitarian ideology proclaiming that whatever it said was all
there was. ... The ideology that took on material form in this context did not transform
the world economically, as capitalism in its affluent stage has done; it succeeded only
in using police methods to transform perception."

"172. ... ...Lewis Mumford, in 'The City in History' points out that with the advent of
long-distance mass communications, the isolation of the population has become a
much more effective means of control. But the general trend toward isolation, which is
the essential reality of urbanism, must also embody a controlled reintegration of the
workers based on the planned needs of production and consumption. Such an
integration into the system must recapture isolated individuals as individuals isolated
together. ... ...the spectacle's message ensures that his (the worker's) isolation is filled
with the dominant images ' images that indeed attain their full force only by virtue of
this isolation."

"The Society of the Spectacle" offers no solutions; I cannot imagine how it described
the world when it was published in 1967 because it describes our dawning post-literate
present so well. The ideas of "The Society of the Spectacle" allegedly underpin the
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May 68 uprisings, punk rock, and AdBusters, and all things related to them. I might do
some reading on May 68; I was a punk for only two weeks in 1977, but I was there and
I think that punk rock as a political movement died snarling, but grateful, when The
Clash made punk easier to listen to (I'm probably going to get some hate mail for that,
but those of us who were in our teens in the mid 70s who looked at the world of the
mid 70s and figured that was our only future, knew we'd have to fight with whatever
and however because the fucking hippie goals and methods of the 60s were useless
shit and no help to us at all. And the real truth was that all the flailing around just didn't
matter ' pogoing, violence, self-mutilation, drugs, liquor, sex, more violence ' the whole
thing was fucked anyway. And then things changed and changed more, which is
something angry teens don't know will happen); and I had a subscription to AdBusters
once, but it reminded me too much of performance art, which pisses me off so much
I'm grinding my teeth just thinking about it. But nothing, I mean nothing, is more the
realization of M. Debord's observations than the internet. The internet is the acme of
The Spectacle thus far. And how Debord knew this forty years in advance is nothing
less than miraculous and equally bizarre. But does it matter? No, not really; we're in it,
we must do the best we can with it.

However, it is a shame Guy Debord committed suicide in 1994, on the eve of the
internet outbreak or revolution or whatever it is; we could have used his big French
brain to explain a few things. But perhaps he saw what was coming - his thesis realized
with a vengeance - and decided to check out before living any longer in the post-
literate world.

But back to "The Body and the Screen." In the first chapter, Ms. White has images that
insist the default setting of the internet is male. She then spends the rest of the book
dismantling this concept. However, in the afterward, Ms. White explores how the
physical body is deformed in relation to the physical screen. How bodies are deformed
sitting at a computer for hours and hours for days and days. But all the subject
examples are male. I found it interesting that in this final part of a book informed by
feminist theory thus far, it was all about men, mainly programmers, bitching on
message boards to other male programmers about how they never get any exercise
and how fat they are because they're on the computer all day and night. Some of these
men were even in considerable arm and hand pain (presumably the rest of their bodies
had gone numb). Now this confused me a little, because up to this point the book had
had a discernible feminist feel to it, but in the end it's all about men. No women
programmers/gamers/designers/whatnot in this section, just men. At least some of
these men are spending some of their computer time actually working, and not just
playing video games and whatever else they do online.

I read on the internets that modern men are angry about a lot things. I don't
understand most of them and, in many respects, I think men don't understand
themselves either. But I do have a hypothesis on the root of why our males are so
angry. The developed world lives on computers and to work on computers it's
necessary to assume a passive, seated position. Not unlike the seated positions
women have assumed: seated at a spinning wheel, nursing a child, sewing, knitting,
reading, etc. Not that men never spun wool, sewed, read, whatever, but prior to the
post-industrial era men were usually on their feet doing upper-body strength things.
Other than moving the computer or the computer desk now and then, upper-body
strength isn't as much of an asset as it was 50 years ago. The theoretical playing field
between men and women has leveled: it's now more cerebral power than muscle that
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defines who dominates whom. And in the real world, the world where women make
less than men, wives and daughters are abused by husbands and fathers, this has
created a level of rage in men they don't begin to understand. Not all men, but the
ones who hate feminists, hate liberals, hate Jimmy Carter, hate people who disagree
with them, hate hate hate and all they can do is hate. As a prime example, I give you
the Keyboard Kommandos - those young men, mainly men, of military age who, from
the safety of their ergonomic desk chair, get off, perhaps sexually, on the spectacle of
the soldiers they cheered into battle, but would not join them for anything on earth,
dying in Iraq and Afghanistan. Like vampires, these male and some female, no doubt,
spectators fuel their vicarious bloodlust on the spectacle of military might, as if
somehow they are nobler for another person's sacrifice, the same sacrifice they are
unwilling to make themselves. They revere the spectacle presented to them,
completely disconnected from the reality of it. This is the world-once-removed these
angry hate-filled men live in, while completely convinced they are as macho as any
soldier on their LCD.

Ms. White does not politicize her book or speculate on anyone's motivation for doing
anything on the web. It is as if all her subjects are on the web because they can be.
There is a small section on fanfiction and fan communities, but Ms. White doesn't
explore the community building, user interactions, and offline user interactions in those
communities. That could be an entire book in an of itself. I know this because not only
have I heard of friendships being forged in those communities and fans safely and
productively meeting in real life at conventions, I'm one of those fans (I'm a Star Trek
fan, but not a scary one). In Ms. White's examination of internet spectatorship, she tells
us a lot about male and female webcam sites, but never what might be driving the
voyeurism and exhibitionism. Are we that lonely and alienated? Why is that? The
internet is fascinating, but so are real people and real interpersonal interaction. The
difference is control: humans are, to some extent, unpredictable. But on the internet,
one can always surf up a new experience if the current one gets stale, or tense, or
annoying. A mediated reality is one that can easily be adjusted for levels of comfort or
discomfort while the world beyond the screen spins on and on. The images on the
screen allow the spectator have the illusion of control, up and including the most
outrageous action possible: the internet can even be turned off. As if.

The Body and the Screen, Michelle White, 2006, ISBN 026232499

The Society of the Spectacle, Guy Debord, 1967, ISBN 0942299795

*&*

Note: My my how things change in 10 years. In 2006 Michelle White publishes on
internet spectatorship. In 1996, Lynn Cherny edits a book, Wired Women, about
women participating on the internet. Are we going backwards or forwards? I'll have to
look that up on Wikipedia. GM

Another Note!: y!sctp translates as "Yes! Skippy (the Bush Kangaroo) coined that
phrase." That phrase being Blogtopia for the left/progressive blogs and bloggers. So
now you're in on the joke, too. Yay!

And one last Note!: I'll just say this: Intenet time is very very fast. I tried to go to a
few of the urls in the book. I'll put them here so if you are so inclined, you can try them,
too:

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0262232499
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0942299795
http://cyberwerks.com/wired_women/index.html
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http://www.conceptlab.com/desktop/img/desktop_10.jpg (pg 18) Still there.

http://www.hippyflip.com/hippyflip/campage.html (pg 76) Timed out in Firefox.

http://rhizome.org/artbase/1678/wrong.html (pg 100) I think it's supposed to look like
that as part of the art of failure so popular in the early 90s (see J Koons and his grimy
stuffed animals [or rather don't]).

members.aol.com/cowowning/AVlinks.htm (pg 130) Not there anymore.

http://www.iniva.org/piper/UnMappedBody.html (pg 171) Still there.

http://www.angelfire.com/ri/cardzzz/joke2.html (pg 181) Still there.

And there you have it!
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Heroes Are Extinct!, Vol. 1
By Ryoji Hido
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

Spoiler warning: this review contains some plot spoilers for the
manga.

The clever premise of Heroes Are Extinct allows it to get away
with using some very well-worn plot elements, yet give them a
new flavor. Grand Galactic General Cassiel, hero of the Bazue

empire, arrives to conquer Earth. And because he has watched too many anime, he
believes that a team of Earth's heroes will be waiting to engage him in glorious battle.
When no such team shows up, Cassiel completely changes his strategy.

Cassiel halts the invasion, make a temporary retreat, and secretly trains a team of
heroes so that his army will have someone to fight against. He rounds up a group of
five young students and starts to turn them into the "Earth Force Terra Rangers" who
will defend the planet against the alien fleet. Unlike most manga with similar themes,
here the kids realize right away how ludicrous this idea is, and they assume Cassiel is
a madman. (He probably is, but not only for the reasons they have in mind.)

The story then starts to parody Power Rangers. The kids comment on how much their

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569707944
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569707944
http://www.dmpbooks.com/
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training reminds them of "those TV shows we used to watch as kids." Cassiel teaches
them silly poses and slogans, gives them some high-tech equipment to help them out,
and even assigns them each a color. He encourages them and builds up their
confidence, but of course it is all a scam. Cassiel just wants the conquest of Earth to be
the exciting battle he originally imagined. Or does he really intend to give the kids a
chance to win?

This aspect of deception gives the book an added depth and a different kind of
comedy. It makes fun of the typical team of school-age warriors, but has a darker side
that is also funny. That puts a different spin on some of the corny lines, like when
Cassiel asks the team, "Can you really let our beloved mother Earth fall into the hands
of these invaders?" That line can only work because Cassiel is both the group's leader
and its alien nemesis.

The art is on the generic side: not bad but not spectacular. But this manga works pretty
well as a comedy. It was a fun read, and I will have to find out where the plot goes from
here.
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Witchblade Takeru Manga, Vol. 1
by Kazasa Sumita and Yasuko Kobayashi
Bandai Entertainment / Top Cow

Review by Tom Good

I'm a fan of the Witchblade TV show and comic series, so when I
bought this book I was excited to find out how the Witchblade
story would work as a manga. But this isn't really the same story
at all. The characters are all different, and only the supernatural
gauntlet called the Witchblade connects this with the other series.
This is too bad, because the original series has some great
characters, like the female lead Sara Pezzini, a tough cop who

would be formidable with or without supernatural enhancement. Instead, here a
Japanese schoolgirl named Takeru wields the Witchblade while Japanese schoolboy
Kou tries to keep her from going completely out of control.

The story sets up Takeru as a virgin and a prude, who warns a promiscuous classmate
that "Budda will severely punish" her for having sex. But while repressing her own
sexual desires, Takeru becomes consumed with a lust for horrific violence when
possessed by the Witchblade. She always expresses her violent urges in sexual terms.
Before a battle with demons she says, "Ooh . . . my body burning . . . feels so hot . . . I
feel so hot . . . and sweet!" Afterwards, covered in blood, she says, "It's over. How
boring . . . I was just getting started. I wish there was more." As if to erase all doubt
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about the intent of the metaphor, towards the end when a demon tries to surrender,
Takeru says, "We're not quitting . . . not until . . . I reach my climax!!!" Then she
decapitates him.

Sumita's artwork is very good, the action scenes are strong, and everything from the
detailed backgrounds to the flowing arcs of Takeru's hair has a pleasing look. The
drawings have a nice sense of depth, and the characters seem to inhabit a realistic
three-dimensional space rather than being posed in front of flat scenery. Normally
Takeru is drawn as a typical slender schoolgirl, but when she uses the Witchblade her
hips and thighs become larger, and her hair doubles in length so that it reaches the
floor. These visual cues also make her seem older, more mature, and more
sexualized.

But the racy parts of this manga seem more unintentionally funny than sexy. This is
the type of fan-service manga that constantly includes shots of Takeru's underwear for
no apparent reason, and often at the most illogical times. For example, in one scene
Takeru wakes from a violent nightmare and races home, convinced that her
grandmother is in terrible danger. Just as she reaches the front door and shouts
"Grandma!" we get a view that looks up at her from the floor, staring up her skirt at her
panties. This makes no sense, as it suggests that the really important thing about this
moment is that it happens to lift the back of her skirt.

We see so much of Takeru's underwear -- and the underwear of other female
characters -- that it starts to look as if a demon war has broken out in the middle of a
Victoria's Secret catalog. I don't object to pinup-style art in manga, but other books like
Enchanter make the style work more smoothly and effectively, without seeming so odd.
Yes, Takeru has a nice body, but it's hard to ignore the fact that she's an immature,
vacuous girl who loves hacking people's limbs off.

This manga was mildly amusing, and I liked the art, but unfortunately it didn't live up to
my expectations for a new approach to the Witchblade world.
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Lover's Flat
Story by Hyouta Fujiyama
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I have become a huge Hyouta Fujiyama fan recently. I think I
understand "moeh" now, because her characters are so loveable,
I just want to shake some sense into them when they fail to
understand each other. There are very few books at which I've
yelled, "Talk to each other, dammit!" Good thing Juné puts first-
class bindings and thick glossy dust jackets on their books.

Kouno is in High School and lives in a "lover's flat." A lover's flat in wherever they are in
Japan is a 6-mat room, which is approximately 30 square feet. I'm not good at sizes,
but someone told me that that's about the size of a Hummer SUV. Kouno has a
drunken fumble with his friend Natsu and then the misunderstandings start piling up
and middle-aged women start yelling at manga.

The other, related, story concerns two college students living in a lover's flat to save
money. Naomichi and Kei have been friends since High School. One night Kei
awkwardly confesses his love for Naomichi and then the misunderstandings start piling
up, etc. Luckily, Naomichi meets hi next-door neighbor, Kouno, and gets some decent
advice.
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Communication. It's wonderful.

The artwork is beautiful, too.
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The Boleyn Inheritance
by Philippa Gregory
A Touchstone Book
Published by Simon & Schuster, 2007

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

I've been a fan of Philippa Gregory since reading her first book,
"The Constant Princess". This touching historical romance about
Princess Catalina of Spain who became Catherine of Aragon
filled me with pride for my Spanish and my Catholic heritage, as
well as some shame over the way that King Ferdinand of Aragon
and his queen, Isabelle of Castile, treated the Moors, assimilating

the best of their Muslim culture while driving them out of the country, even when they
were settled well beyond Spanish borders. Just goes to show what can happen when
fanatical Christian rulers are in charge.

"The Boleyn Inheritance" also shows what can happen when a fanatical ruler is in
charge. I'd always thought old King Henry VIII was a fat, egotistical, male chauvinist
pig whose claim to fame was starting a new religion because the Catholic Church
wouldn't give him a divorce. Gregory suggests that there was literally madness in his
method. Henry Tudor may have seemed like a jolly old soul, and is usually depicted
that way in movies, but according to Gregory the running sore on his right leg, which
he got in a riding accident, that never healed and always had to be drained, was
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usually swollen with pus and extremely painful, which put Henry into a perpetual bad
mood. That may have been the reason why old Henry was so merciless with those
who opposed him; the pain in his bad leg made him crazy.

Incidentally, syphilis also leaves suppurating sores that never heal and eventually
leads to mental deterioration. Since it is well known how sexually active King Henry
was, it is possible that the running sore on his leg was caused by syphilis and may be
the real reason why he went off his royal rocker whenever his royal will was opposed.
Why else would he have had so many people executed for treason simply for
suggesting that his will was not the will of God?

But his madness ran deeper than that, as described so tellingly by Gregory in her
depiction of the lives of three different women in King Henry's court:

1) Anne of Cleves, the German princess from Düsseldorf, ruled by Duke William, her
fanatically religious Lutheran brother, who was also fanatically stingy. (He sends his
second sister off to England to marry its king without bothering to buy her any new
clothes or jewelry; even the jewelry she wore to pose for the painting by Holbein was
borrowed!)

2) Katherine Howard, the pretty, empty-headed little cousin of the late Anne Boleyn,
whose ruthless uncle Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk, puts her into the new queen's
court hoping to attract the king's attention and get another Boleyn girl on the throne,
thus increasing the power of his house.

3) Jane Rochford, widow of George Boleyn, Anne's brother, who testified against her
husband at Anne's trial to save her own skin, as well as for revenge on George for
preferring his sister's company to hers, not to mention jealousy of Anne.

Jane Rochford hoped to salvage the Boleyn Inheritance by betraying her husband, but
she wound up losing Hever Castle, the hereditary home of the Boleyns, and living as a
poor relation in her brother's house, surviving on a pension from Thomas Cromwell,
Henry's new best friend at the novel's opening. Now she lives in hope of hearing from
her uncle, Duke Norfolk, summoning her once more to the Tudor court to serve him
and the Boleyn family by doing what she does best, namely spying and snitching.

He plants her along with her lovely young Howard cousin in Anne of Cleves' retinue as
ladies-in-waiting, knowing Henry won't be able to resist the fresh-faced, well-dressed
beauty (unlike the Duke of Cleves, Norfolk doesn't grudge spending money on a lady's
clothes to impress a king), especially after comparing her to the plain-faced, sensible
German princess in her dowdy clothes, which her cheapskate brother insists she wears
to preserve her modesty in England, that land of sinners. Poor Anne is expected to
encourage the king to lead England on the path of Protestantism for righteousness'
sake, while Norfolk is equally determined to bring back the old religion, Catholicism.

Gregory's depiction of the Duke of Cleves as a fanatically religious tightwad would be
funny, were it not under laid with something more sinister. It seems that madness runs
in the royal family of Cleves; their father John III was an alcoholic who went into violent
rages, to the point where young William locked him up and ordered him left to die of
starvation. Nobody dared to oppose him, William being as masterful as his father had
been in his younger days. But Gregory suggests that despite his much vaunted
Protestant piety, Duke William may have nursed a secret lech for Anne. She describes
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him from Anne's POV as a bully and a tyrant who picked on all three of his sisters
growing up, but singled out Anne, the middle sister, for especially cruel treatment. It
seems she was the only one who didn't run away crying when he teased her; her silent
stoicism and brave endurance must have driven him crazy with frustration.

Not only that, but the way Anne catches him looking at her sometimes, when she's
looking especially pretty, or behaving immodestly by his puritanical standards, makes
her very uneasy. He likes to run and snitch to their mother about Anne's behavior,
urging her to beat the poor girl, which she frequently does, merely on her son's say-so
that she's done wrong. The description of one scene where Anne is being whipped by
her mother, bent over a chair with her skirts up around her hips, while William watches
from a dark corner practically licking his lips with excitement, made me feel a little sick.
No wonder she was so eager for a marriage with King Henry of England, a man old
enough to be her father, who'd buried three wives already! It was the only way she
could escape from her brother's cruelty and her mother's abuse.

You'd think that an unloving brother like Duke William would be glad to get rid of an
unloved sister via such an advantageous marriage. But in his haste to be rid of her, he
forgets to include a certain document proving that her previous betrothal to the Duke of
Lorraine's son was cancelled. And, as anybody familiar with the history of English
royalty knows, betrothals are usually the joker in the deck. How many English
monarchs have declared their marriages invalid because their wives were previously
betrothed to someone else? This was usually a convenient excuse to rid oneself of an
unsatisfactory wife, usually one who had committed no crime other than failing to bear
a male heir. In poor Anne's case, she never got the chance to prove she was fertile
enough to bear an heir; after his first look at her, King Henry was so disgusted he
made the unchivalrous comment that "by her breasts and belly, she can be no virgin!"

Seeing him for the first time must have been a shock for Anne too. When Henry
surprises her the night before their wedding by showing up in disguise to greet her in
the king's name, the author spares us nothing of Anne's dismay and disgust at being
shouted at, ogled and pawed by what appears to be a drunken old courtier, half-bald
and fat as a wine barrel, who kisses her with a mouthful of stinking, rotten teeth.
Naturally she pushes him away and spits out the bad taste from her mouth. This does
not endear her to Henry or him to her when she finds out who the drunken, fat old
courtier really is. Little Katherine Howard takes advantage of the situation to soothe the
king's vanity, pretending she doesn't recognize him while pouring on the charm, thus
cooling the king's anger toward his German bride while arousing his interest in this
fresh, young face in her retinue. From thereon, his marriage to Anne goes downhill.

There are a few tense moments in the story, even for those who are familiar enough
with history to know that poor Anne survives her brief marriage to Henry. The real
heartbreaking moments come when you read about Katherine's doomed romance with
Lord Thomas Culpepper, Henry's favorite gentleman of the bedchamber. They carry on
in her chambers while the king's lying in his sickbed most of the time, aided and
abetted by Lady Rochford at her corrupt uncle's order. They know that the king is too
old and sick to get himself another heir, so they're hoping that Culpepper can do the
job for him. The Duke of Norfolk callously remarks that as soon as the queen is
pregnant, the young man can be disposed of afterwards in a conveniently arranged
accident.

Before you go feeling sorry for Culpepper, let me inform you that despite his youth he
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was no innocent, any more than Katherine was. He used his influence with King Henry
to get himself acquitted on a charge of raping a gamekeeper's wife and killing her
husband when he tried to defend her. And Katherine was a sexually precocious little
tart who was getting her skirts lifted by her music teacher when she was only eleven! I
swear, this girl sounds like the Paris Hilton of Tudor times. All she thinks about are
clothes, jewels, parties and boys, not necessarily in that order. Raised in the rambling
old mansion of her step-grandmother Agnes Tilney, the Dowager Duchess of Norfolk,
where she and all the other young ladies were so loosely supervised that young men
were able to sneak into the girl's quarters after dark, is it any wonder that she was
already sexually experienced by the time she met Henry? And he, the poor old fool,
was so besotted by her fresh-faced beauty and her flattering ways that he called her
his "rose without a thorn". I would have liked to see old Henry's face when he found out
that his little rose wasn't as unsullied as he thought she was. I'm sure he regretted
giving up his well-bred, Plain Jane German bride for her then, especially when
someone in Anne's household spreads a rumor that she had secretly given birth to a
son.

Anne does surprisingly well after her separation from Henry; all she has to do is agree
that her previous betrothal is still valid and that Henry never consummated their
marriage during their brief time together. In return, she gets Hever Castle and a
generous pension, and permission to remain in England and call herself the king's
good sister, which relieves her of the necessity of going back to Cleves and having to
live with her family's reproaches. In those days, the only thing worse than being a
penniless widow living on your family's charity was being a failed wife turned out by
your husband for failing in your marital duties, i.e. producing a son. But Anne revels in
her freedom as a single woman, once she realizes that she no longer has to please a
man to survive. I rejoiced for her, even as I grieved for poor little Katherine when her
adultery was exposed, along with her sinful past.

Despite her stupidity, her vanity, and her lack of common sense which led to her
downfall (Whatever possessed her to hire her former paramour, Francis Dereham, as
her secretary?), I couldn't help feeling sorry for the poor little fool when her world came
crashing down. She wound up in the Tower of London, stripped of her jewels and
pretty gowns, even the little dogs she loved, while her ladies-in-waiting, the same girls
who had taken part in the same shameless behavior with the boys at Grandmother
Agnes' house, were locked up separately and pressured into giving evidence against
her. When her uncle Duke Norfolk comes to take her away, she is still hoping that she
will be forgiven if she just admits her sins and says she is sorry. After her uncle brutally
informs her that won't be enough to save her, she's carried out screaming by two
brawny guardsmen, crying and calling in vain for some friend to help her. That's when
it finally dawns on her that she has no friends, not anymore, now that she's fallen from
grace with the king, and no one will lift a finger on her behalf.

Even the obsequious Lady Rochford, who helped her carry on with Culpepper, is busy
feigning madness in another part of the tower, hoping to avoid the death sentence
imposed on all traitors during Henry's reign. Imagine Lady Rochford's surprise when
she's informed on the steps of the scaffold itself that Henry changed the law, so that
anybody convicted of treason can be executed, even if they are mad. I wonder if old
Henry changed the law solely for Jane Rochford's benefit, after receiving a report from
his own physician about the crazy way Lady Rochford was behaving in the tower?
Knowing Henry, he probably did.
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I thought it would give me some satisfaction to see Lady Rochford get hers, after
seeing how she was prepared to give false evidence against Anne of Cleves at her
uncle's order, just as she did against her husband and his sister, so the king could rid
himself of another unwanted wife. But her end was just as pitiful as Katherine's, in its
way. Poor little Katherine thought that her beauty and repentance would be enough to
get her acquitted, while Lady Rochford was counting on her powerful uncle's influence,
since she was such a useful servant to him. But he washed his hands of both his
nieces once they were no longer of any use to him, just as he did when Anne Boleyn
fell from grace. It irked me more not to see Duke Norfolk get his. Hopefully Ms. Gregory
will write a sequel in which we learn of his eventual fate.

Until I got to the death scenes, I thought I was reading the diaries or personal journals
of these unfortunate ladies. But it seems that Gregory was simply writing their
innermost thoughts and memories; why else would Katherine and Jane be able to
describe the scaffold they were forced to mount and the chopping block on which they
had to lay their heads in such detail?

I look forward to the Christmas release of "The Other Boleyn Girl", a movie based on
another Tudor novel by Philippa Gregory, in which we learn about the first Boleyn
mistress Henry VIII took. No, it wasn't Anne, but her elder sister Mary. Like Anne of
Cleaves and her successor Katherine Parr, she was one of the few women fortunate
enough to survive the king's fickle favor.
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GAME: Game & Anime Music Emotions
by Piano Squall
www.pianosquall.com

Review by Tom Good

Piano Squall, a.k.a. Michael Gluck, just released his debut CD, featuring his piano
arrangements of anime and video game music. I have heard Mr. Gluck perform several
times at anime conventions, and he is always a hit with the crowd. This CD contains 18
songs, including themes from popular anime such as Naruto, Fullmetal Alchemist,
InuYasha, and Cowboy Bebop. The video game themes come mainly from the Final
Fantasy series, though he also includes one of my favorite old-school themes from
Super Mario World.

The arrangements sound so natural on the piano that to anyone unfamiliar with the
original material, it would just seem like interesting new piano compositions. That's one
of the things I like best about it. You can play it for anime and gaming fans who will
smile at the references, but anyone who likes the sound of the piano will enjoy it too.
The music really stands on its own.

The CD is a bargain at $9.99, with free shipping in the U.S., and proceeds benefit the
National Multiple Sclerosis Society. It is available online at pianosquall.com.
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Dragon Drive, Vol. 2
By Ken-ichi Sakura
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

It's amazing how Japanese schoolboys have any time to study,
given all the spectacular fighting tournaments they must
constantly compete in, with the fate of one or more worlds
hanging in the balance. Yes, Dragon Drive employs the popular
fighting tournament theme, with the twist that it takes place within
a virtual-reality game where kids like Reiji Ozora do battle using
dragons. Our hero's dragon is an adorable but tiny and weak-

looking creature named Chibi, who luckily can transform into a giant, powerful monster
in combat.

Stories about virtual worlds have to find a way to bring real-world consequences to
bear, or else fail to create enough dramatic tension. Let's face it, readers won't care
enough about how many points some kid scores in a video game. So we soon learn
that a parallel world of dragons really exists, and the game serves as a testing and
recruiting tool to identify the most promising, talented young people who will fight in
real dragon battles.

This "game as military recruitment tool" idea resembles the plots of The Last
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Starfighter and Ender's Game. And in fact, a lot of Dragon Drive seems like a vaguely
familiar collection of ideas from elsewhere. The dialogue is full of generic stuff like,
"Dragon masters from around the world fight in a fierce competition to become
champion!" None of these lines are terrible, but the effect is more bland than inspiring.

The parts of Dragon Drive I like best are the sound effects and art. Characters turn
their heads with a FWIP, and dragons maneuver around with FWOOP, SHOOP, and
SHUU noises. Chibi, in his small form, makes a timid GII sound, but transforms into
battle form with a SHABAM. These sounds bring the action to life. Sakura's art also
held my interest. Chibi's small form looks cute perched on Reiji's shoulder, and his
large dragon form is suitably heroic. Reiji and his friends are visually appealing
characters with a wide range of facial expressions, especially Maiko, the plucky girl-
next-door type. The art makes up for some of the shortcomings of the writing, and
gives the characters more personality than the script alone can supply. Overall,
Dragon Drive is a pretty fun read.
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Here's day 1.

Oh, Lordy, it's July 1, 2007. So, after making my annual and expensive pilgrimage to
the Sawdust Festival, I got to AX about 2, parked and hung out until the "Death Note 2"
showing. I liked it; it gets a little weird at the end, but I'd gladly see it again. I'm told it's
way different from the manga, so I won't spoil it for anyone. Somehow I thought 141
minutes was an hour and 41 minutes (I've no idea why) and missed half of the Satoru
Kannagi panel, so I got there for the end of the Q&A and the start of the raffle and then
the question elimination contest for a dinner with Ms. Kannagi. They asked some hard
questions, like: Name two subtitles in the "Only the Ring Finger Knows" novel series
(you can look it up); what's Kannagi's favorite kanji (I'll give you this one, it's Rin); and
so on. Kannagi herself said she couldn't answer all the questions. The contestants
were people who'd asked a question during the Q&A, a nice lady won it, so she'll have
a nice dinner with a nice lady and the wonderful DMP gang. Speaking of the DMP
gang, they're not going to have a booth at Comic Con San Diego because Comic Con
sold all the space to Nintendo and companies like that. I'm starting to wonder what
CCSD is turning into. Here's my interview with Satoru Kannagi from June 28, 2007.

Not AX: Have been mulling over the villains in "Live Free or Die Hard," they are
French, Asian, Geek, and a guy who looks like Omar Shariff with a hangover. I think
this means something but I'm not sure what. And, yeah, I love John Wayne movies
very much, so I love to see Amurikan brawn beat any brain any day any how, but that
just ain't the world we live in anymore, alas. It's the 21st century, we're going to have to
think our way out of our messes. Adapt or die, as they say. Good thing we're smart
when we want to be.
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I must be livin' right because I was lucky enough to get to
interview my favorite Boys Love novelist, Satoru Kannagi at the
Digital Manga headquarters on June 28, 2007. Ms. Kannagi is in
town as Digital Manga's guest at Anime Expo, this year being
held at the Long Beach Convention Center. We were ably
assisted in this interview by translator Shinobu Kadokura. (pdf
file)

Ginger Mayerson: How did you become a Boys Love (BL)
writer?

Satoru Kannagi: I used to help my friends make doujinshi by
providing the stories but some publishers saw these manga and

asked me to write novels.

GM: That's amazing. What's your motivation for and enjoyment of writing BL?

SK: Are you familiar with the term moeh?

GM: Sort of.

SK: When I write, I'm always thinking of what my readers will like in the characters and
story.

GM: What's your definition of moeh?

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709041
http://liheliso.org/
http://liheliso.com/Interviews/SatoruKannagi28June2007Interview.pdf
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SK: That's a difficult question. My idea of moeh is that when I write about a character, I
want to appeal to the readers imagination of this character. I also like my characters
and try to make them more... more...

GM: Is it an emotional connection with the character?

SK: Yes, wanting them to be happy.

GM: Um... Is moeh a peaceful emotional state or a violent emotional state?

SK: Peaceful. If you have moeh you can be happy anywhere.

GM: Have you ever written male/female romances or is it always BL?

SK: Mainly it's just BL, but some of my work includes boys and girls love as a side
story. Sometimes my readers are not happy to have a boy/girl romance even as a side
story in a BL story.

GM: What do you think the appeal to BL is to your readers?

SK: In BL the girls can read about the gay relationship and not feel jealous of anyone
because there's no girls in it. And BL is a total fantasy world, and girl readers like that.
This is also the reason why gays don't like BL because it's so unreal, that this is not
how things go. But for girls, they like the fantasy.

GM: How many novels have you published?

SK: Fifty to sixty.

GM: Novels? Does that include manga, too?

SK: I've only got three manga, so the rest are novels.

GM: Your mangas are "Rin!," "Only the Ring Finger Knows," and?

SK: It's coming out soon, it's called "Sometimes the World is Beautiful."

GM: Who's the artist?

SK: Haruka Momozuki. Her style is very cute.

GM: What was your first title?

SK: "Piece of Clear Sky." That publisher is gone now. But the publisher of "Rin!" liked
this book so much, they asked me to write the script for "Rin!"

GM: When was "Piece of Clear Sky" published?

SK: 1994.

GM: Is this the first one she wrote or the first one she published?

SK: It's the first novel I published because before "Piece of Clear Sky" I was writing
like eight-page stories for manga.
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GM: When did you start writing?

SK: I started writing when I was fourteen or fifteen, but just writing in a notebook and
only showing it to my friends. I started writing as a doujinshi after I was twenty.

GM: Did you study writing at school?

SK: No, I haven't studied formally, but my parents always gave me a lot of books to
read. So I was always writing on my own. After I debuted as a novelist, editors would
give me advice, so I learned from that, too.

GM: What was the plot of your first story, "Piece of Clear Sky"?

SK: Well, two boys meet in High School and one is a shy boy and the other is playboy
who is unfriendly, but they fall in love. Then they learn that years before the shy boy's
father ran over the playboy and injured him so he can't walk perfectly. So when they
find this out, they break up. They go to different universities, like Tokyo and Kyoto,
which are pretty far away from each other, but they can't forget each other, so they get
back together.

GM: What of your titles other than the next volume of "Only the Ring Finger Knows"
(OTRFK) would you like to see published in English?

SK: All of them. I'd like to have my fans be able to read them in English.

GM: Has OTRFK volume 4 finished being serialized in a magazine?

SK: Volume 4 was never serialized, but it was just published a few weeks ago as a
book. Only volumes 1-3 were serialized.

GM: What are working on right now?

SK: I'm working on a magazine serial called "The World is For Us," it's part of a bigger
serial called "Sometimes the World is Beautiful." But I'm only providing the dialogue for
the manga.

GM: Do you like writing manga dialogue?

SK: I love it!

GM: More than writing novels?

SK: About the same.

GM: Have you always been a writer?

SK: I used to be an announcer, or a host for the audience at events.

GM: Like a Master of Ceremonies?

SK: Yes.

GM: What kind of events?
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SK: Various kinds of events because I used to work for an agency that sent hosts to
all kinds of events.

GM: That must have been difficult.

SK: I used to talk in public and to people all the time, but now I just stay home alone
and write all the time. My life is so different.

GM: The writer's life. What other kinds of writing have you done? Non-fiction? Poetry?
Journalism?

SK: I used to interview people.

GM: Like I do?

SK: Yes! I like writing BL, but I'm open to writing other things if I get the offers. I love
the horror genre, so I've written stories for doujinshi horror manga.

GM: Ah. What are you reading these days?

SK: I prefer reading non-fiction because I write fiction and I don't want to be distracted
by someone else's fiction. Write now I'm writing a story about gay prostitutes in the Meji
era, so I'm reading histories of that era for background research.

GM: What authors do you admire?

SK: BL authors?

GM: Anyone.

SK: I like Steven King very much. And of Japanese writers, I like Souseki Natsume,
he's a great writer.

GM: Is there anyone in the BL genre you read?

SK: I have a lot of friends in this genre, so I read a lot of them, but other than my
friend's stories, I try not to read it so I don't get distracted. I'd rather read BL manga.

GM: What manga do you like?

SK: I like Yugi Yamada's manga very much.

GM: I like Yugi Yamada a lot, too.

SK: So I read whatever she has out. I've recently finished "Love Control, volume 2,"
which is not by Yugi Yamada, but I enjoyed it very much.

GM: What makes a story enjoyable for you as a reader?

SK: I like unexpected story events.

GM: Plot twists?

SK: Yes! I also like a book that I want to tell everyone about when I've finished it.
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GM: When you're writing a book, what makes the writing enjoyable for you?

SK: I love to write dialogue that really fits the characters. Sometimes my editors ask
me to make changes that I hadn't thought of, but still fit the characters. For example,
originally in OTRFK, the older brother, Shoehi was supportive of Wataru and Yuichi's
relationship, but my editor didn't think that worked very well.

GM: Not enough conflict?

SK: Yes, so they asked me to change it so he's against them, but his character is still
strong and attractive.

GM: Shoehi is perfect.

SK: Expect to see him in volume 4.

GM: I always expect Shoehi.

SK: There's another person who's going to be involved in the love triangle.

GM: Asaka?

SK: Yes, Asaka. But a lot of fans don't want Asaka to break up Wataru and Yuchi up,
so they suggest that Asaka and Shohei could get together.

GM: I thought Shohei was going to fall in love with Wataru.

SK: Really? Why?

GM: Because everyone falls in love with Wataru.

SK: (laughs) Well, not everyone. In volume 2, Asaka was just supportive of Wataru
and Yuichi's relationship, but then he falls in love. I want to write more from Asaka's
point of view about why he feels this way about Wataru.

GM: Was "Rin!" ever a novel or only a manga?

SK: Only ever a manga. I'm very happy with the way the collaboration with Ms.
Honami turned out, so I wouldn't want the story to be a stand alone story.

GM: You and Honami are my manga dream team.

SK: I've very happy to hear that, because I'm a big fan of Honami, too. For OTRFK, it
was already a novel, so Ms. Odagari came to it after it was done. With "Rin!" the
publisher knew that Honami was going to be the artist before I was asked to write the
script, so I wrote my script with Honami's art style in mind. Both Odagari and Honami
changed my writing a little, but I like what they changed.

GM: Did the publisher tell you it was about archery or was that your idea?

SK: Mostly they were asking me to write about a character that grows up and falls in
love along the way. At first they wanted it to be a story about playing the violin, but at
the same publisher they had a story about the violin, so it was going to be too similar,
so they wanted to do something new. So I decided to make the story about archery
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because I love archery. I took some archery classes.

GM: How much research did you have to do for the archery parts?

SK: Because it takes place in a High School I interviewed a High School archery club
teacher.

GM: Why did you choose the pen name Satoru Kannagi?

SK: It was the first thing that came into my mind. I wanted a unisex name.

GM: Are there women named Saturo?

SK: A few.

GM: For a long time I thought you were a man because in the second to the last
paragraph of Ms. Odagiri's free talk at the end of the English version of OTRFK, she
refers to you as Mr. Kannagi.

SK: I was glad when the English version of the manga was published because
suddenly I had English speaking fans asking me when the novels would be published
in English.

GM: That's because we all wanted to read about Yuichi and Wataru having sex.

SK: Oh. I never thought the sex in OTRFK was that important or necessary for the
story.

GM: Well, there's only one sex scene per novel.

SK: Do you think it should be more?

GM: No, but there has to be at least one per novel after they get together.

SK: I hear that a lot from fans. It depends on the novel, but sometimes I do write more
sex scenes, but in OTRFK I have fewer sex scenes.

GM: Do you have any advice for people who want to write BL in English?

SK: Welcome to the new BL world. Once you get into that world, you can never get
out.

GM: This a Japanese question, about the concept to iki-

SK: The drink?

GM: Ah, no, the concept, we don't really have it here, it's kind of like elegance or cool,
but not really.

SK: Oh. That iki.

GM: What role does the concept of iki play in your writing? Does it have an influence
in your writing?
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SK: Most of my characters, even thought they fall in love, they don't go crazy. They
don't go over the line or get violent with each other. There's a restraint in my writing.
There are no rapes, or violence, in my stories and that's iki.

GM: I don't understand the rape thing in BL, do you?

SK: If the rape is in the story as a crime, I can understand that, but if one boy rapes
another because he loves him, I don't understand that. I don't have a problem with
violence in context. I like horror manga and have written for horror mangas.

GM: Have you had an horror manga published?

SK: Only doujinshi.

GM: This is the last question. What are your plans for the future?

SK: I've had a pretty long career so far and sometimes readers get tired of writers with
long careers, so I'm looking for way to keep my writing fresh. I'd like to keep writing BL,
but basically I'd just like to produce as many good books as possible.

GM: What about a BL Horror fusion?

SK: I'd love to do that, but BL fans really don't like Horror, so editors usually say no to
that kind of book. I'd like to write about it, but a publisher would have to say yes to it.

GM: That would be great. Congratulations on the publication of volume 4 of OTRFK in
Japan.

SK: Thank you. I have a question for you.

GM: Okay.

SK: Why did you choose to read OTRFK?

GM: The publisher sent it to me, it was my first manga. I didn't quite know what to do
with it. I even opened it the wrong way, so I knew that beautiful ending smooch first.

SK: What do you think of BL?

GM: When I first read OTRFK, I wasn't sure I liked it because it was such a fantasy,
but then I really did like it because the characters are so sweet. However, I'm not sure
why I because obsessed with it and the ensuing novels. It became way too important to
me to be able to read the novels in English and I'm still not sure why. Usually I'm
cooler than that.

SK: I hear that a lot of fans became obsessed with this book.

GM: I think it was the characters.

SK: I think it's DNA.

GM: (laughs) Yeah, maybe. But getting the novels published in English became a kind
of cause celebre where the fans signed a petition and emailed Digital Manga and
eventually Digital Manga arranged to publish the novels in English. And we were all so
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glad.

SK: Do the images in the manga match up to the novel?

GM: Well, I read the manga first, and the illustrations really fit the action, so when I
read the novels, those characters are who I see in my head. So yes, they matched up
well, I can't separate them anymore. However, I liked the novel better than the manga.

SK: Why?

GM: There was a little more depth to the characters in the novel, which is probably
normal. The manga was a great introduction to BL, but the novel was more enjoyable
for me.

SK: Are there any other mangakas you like?

GM: I'm very into Sakuragi Yaya and especially "Koi Cha no Osahu," I love that book
right now. So much so, I bought the last two volumes in Japanese, which I can't read,
just to see if I could figure out what happens.

SK: I worked with Sakuragi Yaya for novels.

GM: What were they called?

SK: Two series. "Our Secrets" and "Our News."

GM: Who was it published by?

SK: Frontier Books.

GM: As much as I like Wataru and Yuichi, Hasune and Tokomaru are giving them a
run for their money.

SK: I'm glad to hear that because some fans like them a little too much.

GM: Is that possible?

SK: Well, when they put "sama" (lord) on Yuichi's name, like he's a prince figure, that's
a little intense. Some people have very strong feelings about Shohei, positive and
negative.

GM: I don't completely understand Shohei's motivation for being against Wataru and
Yuichi as a couple.

SK: Shohei really cares for his brother because in Japan the gay lifestyle is really not
accepted and he doesn't want his brother to suffer.

GM: I thought the gay lifestyle and community was accepted, loved, powerful even in
Japan.

SK: The gay community is more accepted compared to ten or twenty years ago, but
there are still things you don't talk about in Japan. But Shohei isn't against gay people,
he just doesn't want his brother to be one.
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GM: Isn't gay marriage or domestic partnership legal in Japan?

SK: No, neither of those are in Japan.

GM: There's an almost stark difference between the open and supported gay
relationship in "Rin!" versus the closeted relationship in OTRFK.

SK: That's because "Rin!" is about how Katsura grows up and falls in love, so there
didn't need to be any obstacles to falling in love and being with Sou. OTRFK was more
of a pure romance where conflict and obstacles add spice to the story.

GM: Well, the relationship in OTRFK is the struggle. I, ah, think that's it for me. Thank
you for a lovely interview.

SK: You're welcome.

GM: Is this your first visit to Los Angeles?

SK: Yes.

GM: First trip to the United States?

SK: Yes, I've been in Europe before but ever the United States.

GM: Is there anything in particular you'd like to do while you're here?

SK: I want to meet my fans.

GM: Well, they'll come find you at Anime Expo. Especially at your panel on Sunday
afternoon.

SK: I hope so.

GM: I'll be there. Thank you again for the interview.

SK: Thank you.

###

Replies: 1 Comment

You are the luckiest person in the world. Let me start with that. (laugh) ( did not have
the money to go to expo - lives in chicago) 
Please e-mail me! I am also obsessed with OTRFK and Rin!.

But what I would like to know is if you asked Kannagi-sensei when her next novel (
OTRFK #4) will be avalible in english. That question has been on my mind for months,
I think I've reread all of the novels over twenty times already! 
( Also if you know when the Rin! novels will be published...)

Posted by Kate @ 07/16/2007 02:47 AM PST

mailto:supergalkate@yahoo.com
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Feeble Attempts
By Jeffrey Brown
Top Shelf Productions

Review by Tom Good

This collection contains a funny scene about a 3:00am showing
of Star Wars: Episode III. Jeffrey Brown sits in the audience,
fueled by massive amounts of coffee and by the inflated
expectations of a fan: "We've been waiting 25 years for this!" With
huge bags under his eyes and cheeks covered with stubble, he
stares at the screen while Anakin Skywalker proclaims, "I love

you, because love is loving my love for you -- with love!" Brown thinks, "Now I
understand why he becomes Darth Vader." This bit reminded me of the movie Clerks,
as did another scene about Brown's experience working in retail, called "My
Conspiracy To Not Sell You The New 'Garden State' DVD."

Brown also pulls off a funny superhero parody featuring "Cycloctopus," a one-eyed
hero with tentacles for arms. After foiling some bank robbers, Cycloctopus is about to
help a struggling citizen open a jar, when he is attacked by the "Quantum Mechanic,"
who can control the laws of physics. The Cycloctopus uniform has an emblem drawn
on the chest, much like the "S" on Superman's outfit, but in this case it is a picture of a
tentacle. I like the absurdity of this detail: it explains nothing, and is redundant since the
hero's actual tentacles are right next to it. It would be like giving Ben Grimm a shirt with
a picture of a rock on it.

http://www.topshelfcomix.com/catalog.php?type=19&title=541
http://liheliso.org/
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Brown is a reliable artist whose books I consistently enjoy. His easygoing, doodle-like
style works well with his material, and this particular collection has a little bit of
everything, from autobiographical slices of life to crazy parodies. At $5 it is a bargain.

See also:

Every Girl Is The End Of The World For Me review by Tom Good
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Today's Anime Expo very briefly before I fall into bed. When I my magic press pass
didn't get me to the front of the huge monster line to get into the exhibit hall, I decided
to kill an hour over a thumping good breakfast at the Hyatt. My ham, mozzarella,
mushroom and tomato omelet was delicious, pricey, and the line was gone by the time
I got back to the hall. I like having AX in Long Beach but no one else I talked to did.
One of the exhibitors told me she thought the hall was too dark. I thought the hall was
too loud, I think it was Anime Experience making all the noise. Saw part 1 of the
"Death Note" movie it's really good. I plan to go back for part 2 tomorrow. Saw the
"Transformers" trailer and now I want to see it and Transformers weren't part of my
childhood, but how can I pass up giant roller-skating robots on the freeway? I really
enjoy the cosplayers; I must get a camera one day. I only had a few "put some clothes
on, young woman" moments, perhaps I'm becoming inured to it all. Interestingly, there
were as many half-naked boys as half-naked girls. Anyone know why cute boys would
be wandering around with only a towel around their waists? Is this some anime I
should know about? Anyone?

Not AX: Drove home, took a nap, picked up my pull, which was large because I asked
Nurit at Comic Odyssey to get "White Tiger" for me so 1-5 were there along with Silver
Surfer, Amazon's Attack, and WW. Peter Parker asked Norin to go out with him and
gets turned down; adorable! Then I went to see "Live Free or Die Hard," which I loved.
I'll leave it up to my biographers to figure out why I loved cars crashing into helicopters
so much, because I haven't a clue. Bruce wasn't too annoying, everyone else was
pretty good. Tired, bed, looking forward to tomorrow.
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Here's day 2.
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Talking About Fungus
By TJ Baer
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

This is a sweet story. Less sex than the usual Torquere offering,
but there’s enough in the story to keep you interested anyway.

James lives alone, or tries to, while he works on his book. But he
gets dumped by his boyfriend, and his sister shows up with
luggage after another fight with the father who threw James out
long ago, and his best friend is always around trying to deepen

the relationship, and meanwhile, there’s this absolutely gorgeous guy he meets –

The thing is, everything works out. Nobody gets hurt badly in this story. Relationships
grow, rearrange, and are salvaged. Everything is handled with as much human
kindness as possible. Happy ending? Absolutely, without being sticky.

This strikes me as a great beach book. It will keep you interested, but not so absorbed
that you forget the water and the sunscreen and sit and fry. Print it out, take it with you,
read about the fungus.
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Super F*ckers #4
by James Kochalka
Top Shelf Productions

Review by Tom Good

In my review of Super F*ckers #2, I said that it made Beavis and
Butt-head look like Shakespeare. I'm not sure where to go after
that analogy except to say that Volume 4 is just like Volume 2,

only with more unbearably stupid urination scenes. At least Kochalka's other work
makes it clear that this book is stupid on purpose, and that he is capable of much more
worthwhile creations like American Elf.

I suppose Super F*ckers might be intended as a tribute to the type of immature drivel
that the craziest, most annoying kid in your 5th grade class would have drawn on
notebook paper instead of doing his homework. But rather than transcending that, it is
just the exact same thing, only published on nice paper. The best -- no, I mean the
only remotely amusing moment in Volume 4 is when the clone of a dead character
announces he is going to dig up his original body in order to use his own skull as a
bong.

It baffles me that this book exists at all. Even more inexcusable is the fact that it is part
of a multi-volume series. Please don't compound the problem by buying it. Buy one of
the American Elf books instead.
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Super F*ckers #2 review by Tom Good
American Elf, Book Two review by Tom Good
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American Elf, Book Two
by James Kochalka
Top Shelf Productions

Review by Tom Good

James Kochalka is back with more American Elf, his daily diary in
the form of a comic strip. Book Two collects two years of entries,
from January 2004 to December 2005. Unlike the first book which

was black and white, this one is all in color. So let me get the cranky, picky part of this
review out at the beginning: I miss the monochrome version. The simplicity of
Kochalka's style makes American Elf fun, so color does not really add much. And the
coloring varies from one day's strip to the next. In a book arranged with four strips per
page in chronological order, compositions with inconsistent flesh tones and clashing
colors appear right next to each other. In the original format of one strip per day, this
would not matter, but when collected together, I found it distracting. Aside from that,
though, I did enjoy this book just as much as the first one.

The content celebrates mundane moments from everyday life -- cute exchanges
between husband and wife, or silly things like Kochalka making a toupee for his cat.
Sometimes he seems to perfectly capture odd events that are unique to our era. In one
strip, titled "Anectdotally [sic] Hoist By My Own Petard," Kochalka begins to tell a story
to a friend, who cuts him off, saying, "I know, I read your strip online." (I once had a
similar experience when I mentioned my latest trip, only to have a friend say he had
already read about it on my blog. I had a weird feeling of having spoiled my own story.)

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1891830856
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Perhaps American Elf succeeds because it is easy to recognize aspects of oneself or
friends in its many situations. On the other hand, could a reader recognize Kochalka
on the street? That might be tricky. A few photos at the back of the book provide the
opportunity to compare the drawings with the actual appearance of the artist and his
family. Of course, Kochalka does not really have the long pointy ears, buck teeth, or
protruding upper lip of his comic character. In a way he is almost disappointingly
normal-looking after seeing the comics. Nevertheless, something about his drawings --
especially those of his wife Amy -- feels on target even though they are not realistic, as
if he has captured some essential quality of a person in just a few lines.

In one strip, Kochalka reveals: "It took me about six hours to do yesterday's diary strip.
I drew things and erased them. I couldn't find the right thing. Nothing was right. If every
day were like this I would have to die." Well, I'm glad every day is not like that.
American Elf is a lot of fun.

See also:

American Elf website
American Elf, Book One review by Tom Good
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Mad, Bad and Dangerously readable SLG's Lord Byron flounces
into TPB format in August

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – 6/7/07

Dark lord of the night or unbearable poseur?* Explore the gloom-
and drama-laden world of Lord Byron, as SLG/Eyemelt's Byron:
Mad, Bad and Dangerous slouches to gothic life this August in
comic stores everywhere.

Both celebrating and skewering the subculture that keeps
eyeliner production profitable, Byron is a 136-page graphic novel
collecting the razor-witted SLG Publishing series, previously

available in individual issues on the SLG affiliate site Eyemelt.com.

"How can you not laugh at the darkity dark-clad goths? They are so serious. It's a
brilliant vehicle for satire," says series creator Karl Christian Krumpholz. "I've done the
club scene and still own a complete set of Nick Cave and Bauhaus CDs. I've seen how
certain people in the scene take themselves way to seriously and like to think of
themselves as a dark shadow cut from an even darker swash of black velvet. The idea
of Byron started with wondering what would happen when they encountered the face of
real evil. Would they run screaming? Or want to be one of the villains?"

Buoyed by a dynamic art style somewhere between the controlled lines of Marc

http://www.slgcomic.com/
http://liheliso.org/
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Hempel and the wild expression of Evan Dorkin, Krumpholz's Byron follows a young
Goth scenester through the wildest night of his life, as "Lord Byron" (blissfully unaware
of his namesake's poetic legacy) and his similarly-named cohorts run afoul of
hallucinogens, the police, an ancient vampire conspiracy and Byron's two-headed jar-
baby brother.

But Byron persists -- not through grit or determination, but by clinging to the frantic,
feeble hope that maybe, someday, somebody will think he's cool. It's an affectionate
swipe at the subculture that will make some people shake their heads -- and others
shudder in recognition.

The book will be released on antique vellum, with a cover printed using squid ink on
taffeta, exquisitely stretched across razor-thin sheets of marble, each with a unique
bookmark sewn from the fabric of the puffy blouse Tom Cruise wore as Lestat in
Interview with the Vampire.

Okay, not really. But Byron wishes it would be.

Byron: Mad, Bad and Dangerous will be available in August 2007 and will retail for
$10.95. It's available for pre-order now from comic book stores everywhere, and will
soon be available at SLG Publishing's website, www.slgcomic.com, where a preview is
available for viewing.

*Poseur. Don't tell anyone we told you.
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Discreet Young Gentleman
By MJ Pearson
Published by Seventh Window Publications

Review by Logan

A few months ago I was sitting at home one Sunday morning with
nothing to do. After an hour of milling about, I decided to pick up
Discreet Young Gentleman by MJ Pearson. The cover alone
made me buy the book. I mean, come on... Just look at that
package!

When I finally opened the book and started to read, I was
surprised to say the least. While I knew beforehand that the story was set in the 19th
century, I didn't realize that it would be such a period piece. MJ Perason obviously did a
lot of research into the era. There are detailed descriptions of the customs, the
clothing, the road system, and even the various towns and their local ghost stories. I
felt that I was reading one of those "trashy" romance novels you see at Walgreens,
only this one had a closeted gay lead character.

The story follows Dean Smith, the Earl of Carwick. In the very first chapter a sexy
highwayman (i.e. prostitute) attempts to rob and/or seduce Dean one night along side
the road. Then the mystery and intrigue begin... Someone set Dean up to be seen with
a male prostitute so as to ruin his imminent wedding to a very prominent lady. Dean

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0971708959
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and Rob (the prostitute) set out across the English countryside by carriage to clear
Dean's name. Along the way Dean learns more about Rob and comes to discover that
Rob isn't such a bad guy after all. Surprise of all surprises, they grow to have feelings
for each other.

There are some twists and turns in the story and some hot sex near the end. I was a
little surprised that in almost 200 pages, there's only one serious sex scene. The sex is
delicate and passionate, but I was a little disappointed. I spent the better part of an
afternoon reading this elaborate story for a single sex scene. It was more of a let-down
than in Son of a Witch when I came across the one unexpected gay love scene there.
In that case I wasn't expecting the scene, and it only added an amazing dimension to
the character and the story. In Discreet Young Gentleman however, the book's reason
d'être is the love affair between Dean and Rob. So for there to be only a quick suck-off
and a short, albeit playful and sweet, love scene seems to undermine the book's
relevance.

Despite my disappointment that there wasn't more gay sex, I still feel that this is one of
the better gay love stories I've read. I do think it's more targeted at straight women than
gay men, but it was an enjoyable Sunday read nonetheless.

Update: MJ Pearson has another book called The Price of Temptation which is yet
another period piece about a homoerotic love triangle. Another sexy cover promises
another pleasant way to spend a bored Sunday afternoon.

Update 2: Nightcharm, a blog I read on occasion, recently posted both book covers
here.
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Eating Out 2: Sloppy Seconds
By Phillip J. Bartell and Q. Allan Brocka 
Starring: Jim Verraros, Emily Brooke Hands, Rebekah Kochan,
Marco Dapper, 
Brett Chukerman, and more
Studio: Automat Pictures

Review by Logan

Holy Hot Damn! There's one reason, and one reason only to
watch Eating Out 2: Sloppy Seconds. The reason: Marco "I'm the

fucking hottest mother-effer ever" Dapper. This drop dead gorgeous hunk of man meat
drops trou in the first few minutes of the movie while he models for an art class. Marco
Dapper's chiseled abs, pouty lips, perfectly sculpted pecs, ass, legs, and his low-
hangers steal the show right off the bat (ahem).

Once I managed to calm myself down, I found that I actually liked the movie too. It was
far better than its predecessor in several ways. The jokes felt fresher, the story was a
little more believable, and the acting was a tad better in the sequel. The story goes
something like this: Gay1 and Gay2 break up. Gay1 meets Marco and falls in love.
Marco thinks he might be gay and flirts with Gay1. Gay1 and Marco attend an ex-gay
group to cure themselves of their illness (when actually it's just a sneaky way for Gay1
to get closer to Marco). Then Gay2 gets jealous and moves in on Marco too.
Meanwhile Faghag 1 and 2 also both move in on Marco. Marco figures out he's being
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used and tricks Gay1 into going down on Faghag 1. In the end, Marco decides he's
swing both ways and gets with a chick. Meanwhile Gays 1 and 2 get back together,
Faghag1 turns lesbian, ex-gays are now ex-ex-gay (gay) and alls well that ends well.

Not the most amazing story ever, but it's fun with cute characters. I know this is
stretching it, but it has elements of a topsy-turvy Shakespeare play. Watch it for the
jokes. Watch it for the cute story. But most of all, watch it so you can stare at Marco
Dapper naked.

More Marco Dapper: myspace, loganotron, mostbeautifulman,
techstickle, and bentblog.
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Runaways Vol. 3
By Brian K. Vaughn, Adrian Alphona, Mike Norton

Published by Marvel Comics

Review by Logan

While in New Jersey recently, I read Runaways Volume 3 (hardcover). I've enjoyed
following this comic over the past year or so in hardcover trades. The characters are
fun and the premise is novel. I like that Brian K. Vaughn created characters with
interesting powers and origins stories.

Spoiler alert! Don't read any further if you don't want the whole thing spoiled.

In Volume 3 Karolina and her Skrull boyfriend/girlfriend come back to Earth to rejoin
the Runaways. I love that there's a total hottie lesbian who is betrothed to a Skrull with
gender identity issues. We also see a love affair develop between Victor (Ultron's half-
robot son) and the magical Nico. I liked how this bizarre relationship emerged between
a magician and a robot.

Perhaps the saddest and most gripping part of the story is the death of Gertrude. Her
special power was a psychic link to a sentient velociraptor. Through a twisted set of
events, Gert is stabbed by one of the Pride who is summoned from the past. As she
lays dying, she transfers her psychic link with Old Lace (her dino) to her boyfriend
Chase. For the rest of the story Chase is despondent and even considers making a
deal with evil demons to bring Gert back from the dead.
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The art is vivid and bold, but a little odd too. The kids are always wearing clothes that
you would imagine teenagers wearing. Other people end up looking a little bizarre in
this trade. In fact, there's a point at which three adult characters join the story. It's not
clear from the way they're drawn that they are adults though. The artist renders
everyone kind of young looking.

Overall, I enjoyed Volume 3 a lot. The story has loss, angst, bonding, love, and
confusion -- all things I expect to get from a story about teens. If you haven't been
reading Runaways, I highly recommend picking up this comic.
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The Undercover Economist
By Tim Harford
Published by Random House Trade

Review by Logan

A few weeks back I was at Books Inc. and was just browsing the
shelves. One of the staff recommendations was The Undercover
Economist by Tim Harford. I never took an Economics class in
high school or college. So, I always feel this slight insecurity
when economics comes up in the course of a conversation. I
figured I'd pick up the book and see if I could start to fill the gap in
my education.

The Undercover Economist is written for the layman. I immediately appreciated the
straightforward language and use of everyday examples to illustrate economic
principles. The first two chapters drew me in right off the bat. The first chapter deals
with the complex coffee market to explain scarcity and a few other principles. The
second chapter explains price-targeting through the lens of supermarket pricing. The
last three chapters start to get political, talking about poor countries, globalization, and
China.

Last year I read Freakonomics by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner.
Freakonomics is a fun book about all sorts of bizarre and fun things economists study. I
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felt that The Undercover Economist was a little more serious than Freakonomics. Both
books use fun examples to illustrate the exciting way economists view the world, but
Harford spends more effort educating the reader on basic economic principles. I
enjoyed both books and highly recommend them. After reading The Undercover
Economist, my understanding of economics policy is at least now at a "novice" level.
Next time economic policies come up in conversation, I'll at least be able to follow
along.
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Densha Otoko (Train Man)
Distributed by VIZ Pictures

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I've no idea why this didn't have a wider theatrical release. It is
the perfect geek-date movie. Well, maybe that's why; not many
geeks date, even though they should. It's only on DVD, so,
fanboys, IF you can do dinner-and-a-movie at your or her (or his)
place without getting your face slapped, THIS could be the movie
for you. Provided your date can read subtitles without moving her
(or his) lips. Or maybe you like that; I'm sure I wouldn't know. Or
if you're already in a relationship and you want to show the
woman (or man) who loves you very much how very bad it could

have been and how very good it really is with you, then THIS is the movie for you.

But... as I was watching it for the nth time, I began to wonder something dangerous:
why is this beautiful, refined, woman being such a saint for this nerdboy? Why? Why is
she such a saint, such an angel, and WHY is she even with him? Talk about a male
fantasy. Eeeek.

So what is the attraction for this goddess? The fabulous Eugene Woodbury speculates
that she just might be bored with the men she usually meets. I'll be mushier: I think she
just sees a nice guy under all that geekiness. I have heard this happens from time to
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time. She actually must be some kind of saint to stick with him during some of his more
embarrassing geek goofy moments, but love, they tell me, is like that. She does finally
get a little annoyed when he leaves her standing in the street so he can work
something out on the internet, but that was as much temper as she ever shows. Lucky
him.

Here's the plot: Densha Otoko (DO) is "living" all curled up inside his protective geek
shell. One night on the train home, he is very brave and rescues a pretty young woman
from a drunken salaryman. To thank him, she sends him a set of Hermes cups, and is
ever after referred to as Hermes in the film. Encouraged by his internet bulletin board
buddies, DO asks Hermes out to dinner and is transformed into a cooler, cuter guy with
the help of his internet friends and his credit card, but still has a long way to go on the
personality.

There are many things to like in this film. You get to see something of Tokyo and its
geek culture[1]. There's some clever visual/graphic design to convey internet
interaction that seldom gets self-consciously clever. The internet conversations are
presented well and are easy to follow because the characters establish themselves
quickly and clearly. DO has a couple of highly amusing fantasies and turns out to be a
pretty cute guy once he gets a haircut. Really, fanboys, all that might be standing
between you and an epic romance is a haircut. Think about it. According to IMDB, this
is a true story of a young man (Train Man) who meets a woman and then posts
questions on how to proceed on an internet bulletin board. I miss internet bulletin
boards; blogs and LiveJournal-like sites just aren't the same. I was very impressed with
the way the director or whoever orchestrated the primary responders and gradually
brought their stories into the main story. I have to say for strangers they gave DO
pretty good advice and came to care what happened to him. This happens on the
internet, or it used to happen. My favorite bulletin board denizen is a repressed hoodie-
wearing young man who never leaves his room, yells at his mother when she tries to
give him food, but is nice to his pet rabbit. There is a sweet, but heartbroken night
nurse who watches the board on her shift. There is a young married lady who reads
and posts from her kitchen. There is the salaryman who posts from his bedroom and
smokes too much. And then there are three uber-geeks who post and read from a
manga café[2]. I love those guys, but the geek warfare gag got old pretty fast.

The denizens of the bulletin board's participation in DO's story changes their lives,
brings them out of themselves and even improves the social skills of that bunny-
cuddling teenage recluse I like so much. I suppose it was seeing how brave DO was in
breaking out of the confines of his own repressed life and taking the risk of asking
Hermes out that inspired them to spread their own wings a little. I mean, asking
Hermes out was more scary for him than rescuing her from the drunk, which I think
was mostly reflex (and clumsy and embarrassing, too), but effective.

"Densha Otoko" has a very sweet musical score that's nice to listen to even when not
watching the film. The ending goes on for a long time, but it never gets tedious. I liked
the costumes, although Hermes is always perfectly dressed, all the other costumes
were amusing or appropriate. Please don't misunderstand, I liked Hermes' clothes very
much, they were just too perfect in the way everything matched and fit. Actually, I was
fascinated by her look more than her acting, which was probably not the point. I wear a
lot of black because its hard to go wrong in basic black, so maybe I'm jealous; hard to
know. On the other hand, as likeable as she is, Hermes is less of a character and more
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of a plot motif, so she better be perfectly dressed and never a hair out of place.

So, yeah, I liked "Densha Otoko" and cheerfully recommend it as a brisk, cheerful film
for anyone over the age of twelve with geek leanings, who can keep up with the
subtitles. For everyone else, it is a highly enjoyable romantic and romanticized look at
an unfamiliar culture. And remember, it's a true story, so look out: it could happen to
you.

Scroll down for pictures. Click on the images for larger versions.

Notes:

[1] It pays to read the press materials: "In modern Japanese slang, otaku refers to an
overly obsessed fan of any one particular theme, topic, or hobby. The term is used
most commonly with anime or manga otaku, but by itself just means 'fanatic.'
Furthermore, while in Japanese the term otaku possesses a fairly derogatory air about
it, internationally, the term has evolved to mean, simply, an obsessed fan of Japanese
manga or anime (or more broadly, Japanese popular culture). Thus, outside of Japan,
serious devotees of anime and/or manga proudly refer to themselves as otaku. Train
Man : Densha Otoko< is the allegedly true story of one otaku who posted his story on
the famous internet bulletin board 2ch (http:/ /www.2ch.net/). 2ch is the largest internet
forum in the world . With over ten million visitors a day, 2ch is gaining a significant
profile in Japanese society, competing for influence with traditional mass media such
as television, radio, and magazines."

And

"The opening of Train Man : Densha Otoko takes place in the central Tokyo
neighborhood of Akihabara.* Filled with urban noise and neon lights , this 'Electric
Town' provides the setting for a true love story. Akihabara ( referred to by locals as
akiba) is known as one of the largest shopping areas on Earth for electronic ,
computer, anime , and otaku goods . It’s known around the world as the mecca of
otaku culture. Akiba otaku lead a unique lifestyle , based around technological interest
s and love for anime and manga . It’s a lifestyle that’s made them outsiders in
Japanese society. However, recently, with the rapid growth of the anime and manga
market in Japan, otaku culture has gained a higher profile and generated greater
interest in the Japanese media." Train-man InfoSheet, VIZ Media media kit.

[2]Also from the press kit: "A manga café (or manga kissa in Japanese) is a kind of
café in Japan where customers can read manga . Customers p ay for the time they
stay in the café. They may also be offered internet access , video games , television,
magazines, and beverages as par t of the fee . They can order snacks for extra , and
more luxurious and newer cafés may even offer massage chairs or spa rooms . The
history of manga cafés is a long one . The firs t manga cafés opened in Na goy a in the
late 1970's . These tended to be ordinary coffee shops offering a large collection of
manga available for customers to read on the premises . Nowadays the cost for a
manga café is a round $4-5 an hour. Some manga cafes even offer a ser vice where
customers can stay the night for only about $13, which is nice for people who missed
the last subway. In April 2006 , a man was arrested for living in a manga cafe for 34
days without paying." Train-man InfoSheet, VIZ Media media kit.

*I would get sensory overload and pass out in Akiba.
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Red River
By Lalita Tademy
Published Warner Books

Review by Kathryn Ramage

On April 13, 1873, over 100 black men were killed in Colfax
Louisiana following disputes over the results of a local election
the previous fall. The election had been very close and the
departing Democratic governor of Louisiana had appointed
winners from his own party, but when the administration changed
with a new governor in the spring, the Republican contenders
were appointed instead, a white man named Shaw and a black

man named Register. The two men tried to take their offices at the Colfax courthouse,
and the white population of the area responded with rumors of racial rioting and
uprisings; when Register, Shaw, and their adherents refused to leave the courthouse,
a small army of white men surrounded the building and eventually forced the
occupants out and massacred them. Others who fled the courthouse were captured
later that day and also killed.

Lalita Tademy uses her own family history to create a compelling fictionalized account
of this incident. Her ancestors were among those who lived in Colfax. ("Our people
were there," an aunt is quoted in the author's notes at the end of the book. "Some got
out, and some didn't.") We see the events building toward the massacre at the
courthouse through the eyes of these people--Sam Tademy and his wife Polly, Isaac
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"McCully" McCullen, Lucy and Israel Smith and their son Noby, who was a boy of nine
at the time--as well as the terrible day itself and its aftermath. The events are real, if
the conversations and innermost thoughts of those who were witnesses are creations
of the author's imagination.

The narrative is interspersed with family photos, reproductions of newspaper articles,
maps, and other documents of the era to help recreate a picture of the time and place,
the people, and a moment in America's history that should not be forgotten. 
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Scarlett Rules: When Life gives you green velvet curtains, make
a green velvet dress, and 23 other life lessons inspired by
Scarlett O'Hara
By Lisa Bertagnoli
Published in 2006 by Villard Books, an imprint of The Random
House Publishing Group, a division of Random House, Inc., New
York.

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

You could say that Scarlett O'Hara left a lasting impression on
Lisa Bertagnoli of Chicago. When she was sixteen years old, she
borrowed a copy of Gone with the Wind from her high school

library after her father pointed out a beautiful house on a car trip as the model for Tara,
Scarlett's home. She intended to read it between bouts of homework. Three days and
no homework later, she finally finished the thousand-plus pages of Margaret Mitchell's
magnum opus. Several years later, she still has that copy of Gone with the Wind,
never having returned it to the school library. (I hope she donated a new one at her last
high school reunion!)

From this lifelong obsession came this little gem of a book, in which Ms. Bertagnoli lists
the ways that you too can succeed in life using the lessons she learned from Scarlett.
In her introduction, she also echoes my observation about judging a writer by the time
in which she writes, not be so quick to judge because she portrays minorities in an
unflattering way.
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"…readers often make allowances for works of literature that are products of their
times: The anti-Semitism in Shakespeare's The Merchant of Venice and the casual use
of the "n" word in Mark Twain's Huckleberry Finn come to mind. I ask readers of
Scarlett Rules to make allowances for Gone with the Wind as the product of a
Southern-born-and-bred author and her time and place, the Jim Crow South." Okay,
now that we have that politically correct bullshit out of the way, let's get on with the
review!

These little life lessons are intended to be amusing and informative, so enjoy Ms.
Bertagnoli's observations on Scarlett's character and her comparisons to contemporary
feminist heroines. She mentions Pamela Harriman, who, like Scarlett, worked her way
up in the world by marrying three times, eventually becoming the U.S. ambassador to
France and a Democratic party powerhouse. She also compares Scarlett to Hillary
Rodham Clinton: "Would Scarlett have been content to hold White House soirees and
bake cookies? Not the Scarlett I know. Like Senator Clinton, Scarlett would have made
herself a valuable—and visible—advisor to her powerful husband and then gone on to
forge her own political career." I'd say she considers Scarlett to be a valuable role
model to today's young women, and frankly, my dear, so do I.

The rules are simple, starting with 1, 2, and 3:

1. Pretty Is as Pretty Does (Scarlett Lesson: Put Your Best Foot Forward); Bertagnoli
proves that charm trumps looks in the long run.

2. Dress the Part (Scarlett Lesson: Look like a Movie Star!); you don't have to be an
actress to dress like one. How to find affordable glamour and wrap yourself in it.

3. Rules Are Meant to Be Broken (Scarlett Lesson: Courtly Manners); proper conduct
for the modern woman who wishes to be considered a lady.

And so on throughout the book as we are treated to quotes from GWTW and other
relevant literary sources to point out how well Scarlett would have fit in today with her
hard-headed determination and business sense, her loyalty and pragmatism toward
family and friends. Each rule is explained with a reference to GWTW and how Scarlett
would behave in such a situation.

By the way, there is a note on the bottom of the front cover warning that "This book has
not been prepared, approved, or licensed by the estate of Margaret Mitchell". Hopefully
that will keep the legal vultures at bay, since the Supreme Court ruling in 1984 that
public figures do not enjoy protection from parody. As long as none of Ms. Mitchell's
heirs takes this little book seriously, its' author should be safe from prosecution. But
who would want to sue over a little book that's practically a love letter to Scarlett
O'Hara? True, Ms. Bertagnoli does point out Scarlett's faults as well as her strengths:
"She married three times and buried two husbands; she bore three children and lost
one. She committed murder. She lied, stole, and cheated. She gained love and lost it."
But "Through it all, she didn't do what many women would be sorely tempted to do: get
drunk, retreat under the covers, jump off a high bridge. Not Scarlett. When life became
too much for her to handle, and it often did, Scarlett trotted out the philosophy that has
become as iconic as that green velvet dress." Which is, of course, "I'll think about it
tomorrow." Which happens to be the final Scarlett Rule, number 24: "Tomorrow Is
Another Day."
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Don't wait another day to check out this charming book. It's perfect summer reading,
something short and sweet to take with you to the beach or park that gives you some
good laughs along with some good advice.

Replies: 1 Comment

Too much comment spam closed this entry early.

Posted by Editor @ 05/27/2007 11:37 PM PST
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Lost Laysen
By Margaret Mitchell
Published in 1997 by Scribner Paperback Fiction of Simon &
Schuster New York, Inc.

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Summertime is my time to dive into new books, preferably short
novels or compilations of short stories to pass the time on the
subway taking me to the beach, or at the beach itself. When my
husband and I went on to Atlanta, GA on our annual vacation the
weekend of May 4th, our main intention was to see the baby girl
panda at the Atlanta Zoo. But we also visited the Margaret
Mitchell House & Museum on 10th and Peachtree Streets in

midtown Atlanta, a museum dedicated to that one-hit wonder of novels written by
Margaret Mitchell, "Gone with the Wind". While we were browsing in the ubiquitous gift
shop, my husband, who had never read the novel, bought the DVD of the movie, which
he had seen, while I, having partaken of both the novel and the movie, scanned the
bookshelves for anything else Ms. Mitchell might have written.

As I expected, the rest of Ms. Mitchell's works were given short shrift; there were plenty
of bios written about her by people who knew and loved her, some who knew her
before she became famous, and some who only knew her after. Most of them had
helpfully included a list of her short stories along with her life's history before and after
GWTW. But none made any mention of another novel. I was about to settle for a short,
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sweet little self-help book entitled "Scarlett Rules", a tongue-in-cheek guide to "life
lessons inspired by Scarlett O'Hara (more about that one later), when what to my
wondering eyes did appear but a slender—and I mean extremely slender—novel by
Mitchell entitled "Lost Laysen"!

I was surprised, flabbergasted, astonished, every superlative you can think of as I laid
eyes on the only other novel written by Ms. Mitchell. (I call her "Ms." as a concession to
our contemporary mores; the lady was an unmistakable feminist, despite her traditional
upbringing and Southern belle demeanor, even though she would have been the first to
deny it. Strong, independent women were not admired back in the day, but Ms. Mitchell
was so far ahead of her time that she can truly be called a writer for the ages. Just
remember to judge her writing by her era, not ours, and you'll soon come to admire her
as much as I do.) Seeing that the hardcover was financially out of my reach, I settled
for the paperback version, and even then had to beg for monetary assistance from my
beloved, who loves indulging me when he can afford it. So I got both books, neglecting
to leave my business card for JLHLS (Drat, drat, and double drat!), but triumphant at
having scored a rarity for the society.

When I finally cracked the covers of "Lost Laysen" on the Amtrak overnight train to
NYC, I was surprised to see just how short the novel really was. Debra Freer, the
writer/historian who helped to publish this lost manuscript, had to pad it by throwing in
some photos of Ms. Mitchell in her salad days back in the 1920's, along with those of
her bosom friends and beaus, chief among them a young man named Henry Love
Angel. It seems Ms. Mitchell wrote this story as a love gift to Mr. Angel, one of her
favorite beaus (she had five of them!), just before he left to fight in the First World War.
She wrote the story in longhand in two notebooks and gave them both to Angel, who
preserved it lovingly along with all the letters she wrote him, and all the pictures of him
and her with their mutual friends. Apparently he was so devoted to her that he kept the
manuscript, letters and photos long after he returned from the war to find her married
to someone else. She went through two husbands while he settled down with one wife
and put away his memories of Peggy (what her friends called her) in a shoebox, which
was discovered decades later by his son, Henry Angel Jr., back in 1952.

The younger Mr. Angel, upon discovering his father's legacy, looked him up in Ms.
Mitchell's bios and discovered that he was barely mentioned in passing. This made him
determined to see that his father was given his proper place in history. So he contacted
the Road to Tara Museum, the precursor to the contemporary Margaret Mitchell House
& Museum which my hubby and I visited (the guided tour was fascinating; I thoroughly
recommend it if you're ever in Atlanta. For more info call 404-249-7015 or visit their
website at www.gwtw.org), and put the manuscript in the capable hands of Ms. Freer.
The first edition came out in 1997, but it took me this long to find it! Maybe I should go
down south on vacation more often?

Bear in mind that Ms. Mitchell was only sixteen when she wrote this novel. By today's
standards it's little more than a potboiler, a disparaging term used to describe romantic
fiction read by housewives to pass the time while dinner is cooking, between diaper
changes, or until the children get home from school. But one can see precursors of her
unforgettable characters from GWTW in her protagonist, Courtenay Ross, (a highborn
Southern belle with an easygoing manner toward men, not unlike Scarlett O'Hara), who
boards a dinky little ship at Yandano, somewhere in the Pacific isles, heading for the
isle of Laysen to open a missionary school and get away from her too attentive beau,
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Douglas Steele (an athletic, all-American fellow who reminds me more of Frank
Kennedy, Scarlett's stodgy second husband, then the noble Ashley Wilkes). Upon
boarding the ship, she captures the heart of a rugged Irish sailor named Bill Duncan,
who is also the story's narrator. Duncan is so smitten with the "little lady", as he refers
to her throughout the novel, that he gladly gets into a fight with another passenger, an
insolent half-breed named Juan Mardo (half Japanese, half Spanish), when he
overhears him making a fresh remark about her in Japanese.

The rest of the novel goes by as rapidly as a Saturday afternoon matinee as Duncan
swears his devotion to Courtney, who pleads with him to save Douglas when he goes
after Mardo in the middle of the night after the despicable half-breed dares to lay
hands on her and proposition her, apparently thinking that she owes him one for having
persuaded the children of Laysen to attend her missionary school. Before they part
company, Duncan gives her a silver Spanish dagger named "Amigo Mio" for her
protection. He doesn't catch up to the bad guy that night, but after his ship leaves
Laysen, which ends up underwater following a volcanic eruption, the bad guy and his
henchmen, or what's left of them, come drifting across their path in a little boat where
Courtney and Douglas have been taken prisoner. What Duncan and his captain find on
board proves that "Amigo Mio" turned out to be a real friend in need to Courtney after
Douglas was mortally wounded while defending her honor.

Warning to the politically correct and ethnically sensitive: this story is
full of outright racist terms by today's standards, like Jap and Chink. Just remember
that Ms. Mitchell was an honest, forthright woman, like her protagonist, who didn't
hesitate to call a spade a spade, and when putting words into a male character's mouth
she also didn't hesitate to use the same words a man of her time would use. So don't
fly off the handle and start crying "Racist!" like one of the players on the women's
basketball team whom Imus called nappy headed ho's. (Actually, the team acted like
ladies compared to everyone else around them, who seemed determined to lynch
Imus, even after an abject apology.) In GWTW she also used the "n" word, which
wasn't surprising. Remember, she was writing about the antebellum and post Civil War
south, when civil rights were only a dream and blacks were grateful just to be free and
be paid for the work they did. So if you're the type who's easily offended or determined
to censor all literary works written before our "enlightened" era, to avoid setting a bad
example for young people, remember that young people have to see a bad example
before they recognize it for what it is. In other words, you have to know the rules before
you can break 'em. And Ms. Mitchell broke a lot of rules, for a gently-born woman in
the American South at the turn of the 20th Century. So did Scarlett O'Hara, for a
gently-born Southern woman of her era, which is what endeared her to the hearts of so
many GWTW fans.

"Lost Laysen" is a very good first effort for a budding writer, which Ms. Mitchell was at
the time. It gets awfully melodramatic, but the old-fashioned flavor only adds to its
charm, in this reviewer's opinion. So if you have an afternoon at the beach to kill, do
take along "Lost Laysen".
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Enchanter, Vol. 4
By Izumi Kawachi
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

The class trip is a perfect plot device for a school-based romantic
comedy. The way these stories usually go, the destination will be
some place like a beach or a hot springs resort, where the girls
get a chance to show off their bodies. Rare, tame variations of
this will substitute cherry blossom viewing or some other fully
clothed activity. Enchanter not only pulls the beach gambit, it

chooses Hawaii and throws in love triangles, a hot-for-teacher story line, a demonic girl
trying to seduce a boy into giving up his soul, and magical shape-shifting. It's almost
like a Sports Illustrated swimsuit issue with demons. This is all pretty silly, over the top
stuff, but it works. (But how come my high school never took us all on a trip to Hawaii?
I feel cheated now.)

While the hero, Haruhiko, studies for his chemistry exam, the demon girl Eukanaria
tries to distract him by posing in a bikini. He focuses his mind by chanting "Namu-
amida-butsu carbon dioxide manganese potassium hydroxide yuka-yuka-yuka." Yuka
is the name of the teacher he's in love with, and namu amida butsu is the beginning of
a Buddhist chant. I like the weird creativity of the humor here.

Often when a manga features a female character drawn with improbably huge breasts,
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the other characters don't mention this at all, as if it is perfectly normal. Enchanter
breaks with that tradition in a funny way. Mana, a normally-proportioned schoolgirl with
a crush on Haruhiko, jealously obsesses over Yuka's bra size, and worries that she
won't be able to compete for Haruhiko's attention. The other girls have to reassure her
that she has a chance.

Mana was my favorite character in this volume, because she is determined and
practical -- she even has great skill at repairing bicycles. She is one of the more down-
to-earth characters in this story, though that is not saying much given the craziness
that goes on. And Mana turns out to have a role in the magical part of the story too,
even though at first she seems like an outsider.

Enchanter uses a technique I really like, and that is what I would call a "stage whisper"
or "aside." I don't know whether there is a standard name for this, but it is a piece of
dialogue written in smaller letters and outside the word balloons, and it adds on to what
the character has just said inside the word balloon. Usually the lettering is sloppier and
sometimes the text is at an angle, as if to give the impression that it was written in later
by a different person.

For example, in one scene Mana sees Haruhiko talking to Yuka, and she says (in a
word balloon), "Th . . . they seem really friendly with each other . . . ! Could it be they
really are going out . . . ?!" Then in the stage whisper text, which is written off to the
side, at an angle and in smaller, sloppier letters, she adds, "So, it is all about her rack!
I knew it!!" Something about this style of presenting the text makes it funnier. Maybe it
gives the impression that it is an "unofficial" part of the writing. Enchanter is certainly
not the only manga to use this technique, but it works very well here.

Most of all I like Kawachi's drawing. She draws lots of sexy girls in Enchanter, but there
is also something innocent and almost old fashioned about the art. It reminds me more
of the pin-up art painted on WWII airplanes than the borderline creepy, "pervert's-eye-
view" stuff in some other manga. And Kawachi has a knack for drawing silly scenes in
a very elegant way, as if she's really given a lot of serious thought to things like how a
demon girl learning to swim would look, or the exact flight path of a magical crow that
has just collided with a bicycle. I would recommend Enchanter.

Also see the Izumi Kawachi interview from Anime Expo 2006.

And

Enchanter reviews for Volume 1 and Volume 3.
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The Moon and the Sandals, Volume 1
By Fumi Yoshinaga
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Fumi Yoshinaga must never sleep. She's incredibly prolific.
According to Yaoi Suki's biography, (I can't believe Yoshinaga
doesn't have a Wikipedia page, wtf?) "The Moon and Sandals"
was Yoshinaga's debut manga in 1994. But it's not like you can
tell because like all of her manga that I've read, it's tightly plotted
and the characters are fleshed out and developed apace with the
story. As good as it is, I did think the plot of this story wandered a
little too much in the beginning, but it settled down soon enough.

What bothered me was I wasn't sure who to cheer for until around page sixty-five or
so. And then I wasn't so sure I was happy about it.

One of the things I really like about the Yoshinaga work I've seen is that she's very
compassionate towards the women in her books. It's really saying something for a girl
in a Boy's Love manga to be my favorite character, but there you have it. Rikuko
Narumi is a wonderful character, sweet, funny, loving, and so of course she falls in love
with a gay guy. It never fails. Anyway, I'm looking forward to the next and final volume
because this one had a pretty sharp cliffhanger of my girl, Naru-chan, crying. Oh well.

Oh, wait, one last thing on this manga: the sex scene content was pretty good, too. It
was in Yoshinaga's usual soft-focus, partly out of the frame style that wouldn't shock
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anyone who's seen "What's new Pussycat?" There's a delightful section about our hero
trying to find out how to even have gay sex with his partner. Ah well, I often wonder
how anyone knew anything before the internet and especially before Minotaur's Sex
Tips for Slashers was on the scene to explain it all.
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Wagamama Kitchen
Stories and art by Kaori Monchi
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Well, I'm a little at a loss as to what to say about this collection of
shorts from Kaori Morchi. The art is lovely, the stories are a little
on the wacky side, and it's somewhat more pornographic than
June's usual offerings. The blurb mentions unrequited love, well,
yeah, but it's certainly and thoroughly requited pretty damn
quickly. No one wears a kimono in this book, but there is some

brief cross-dressing in one of those cut-just-this-side-of-wonder schoolgirl uniforms,
the charm of which is completely lost on me. But it was kind of cute in the story, or
maybe I just prefer schoolgirl uniforms on boys. Frankly, I've never given it much
thought before and I'm going to stop thinking about it right now.

Recommended for nice art, well-drawn smut, as much good plotting as these things
ever have, a sly sense of humor, and best of all, not being too much of an angst-fest.
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Fake Fur
Story and art by Satomi Yamagata
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I liked "Fake Fur" a lot more than I thought I would. The main
story is about a high school boy named Yamashita, who falls in
love with his classmate Kubo. Kubo is straight and leaving for a
distant school at the end of the year. Yamashita invites him to
stay at his grandfather's place, which has an artist's studio
attached. Kubo and Yamashita walk in on a pair of male lovers,

which ignites at least a discussion of their feelings about each other. They remain
friends and Kubo is even cool enough to give Yamashita the sweet smooch he's been
pining for. Exit Kubo and enter the stranger Yamashita will casually give himself to.
However, even after giving himself away somewhat carelessly, Yamashita finds true
love in college and a happier ending than the other story in the book about a runaway
boy, Maki, trading his body for shelter, and falling unexpected in love with the
Yamashita's heartless stranger, and running away from that, too. It's not easy being a
teenager, in this manga or in life, there's a fragile balance of circumstance, chance and
temperament that determine happiness or sadness, success or failure, creation or
destruction. Yamishat is lucky; Maki is not, and this is very sad in an otherwise upbeat,
if moody, book.

Although the cover lovely, it's also terribly misleading because it makes the very boy
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protagonist look very much like a girl. I'm still puzzled by the title, because this book
has nothing to do with fur, fake or otherwise. The book's mood is dark, but there are
moments of light and hope all through it. It's light on plot, but heavy on sex and more
about love than romance. Yamashita gives his virginity to the cold stranger named
Reni because, after Kubo leaves for a school far away, he's lonely and doesn't know
what the next step is. I suppose he's lucky that he didn't draw someone worse than
Reni as his first lover (for one afternoon), because Reni is able to deflower him without
devouring him and then lets him go. After this encounter, because he's freed of his
burden of innocence and his fears of the future, Yamashita does move on to collage
and a happy love affair with his formerly straight friend, Fukazawa.

Maki's story isn't so pretty. Reni picks him up and gives him a place to stay.
Unfortunately Maki has some pretty serious punishment and self-esteem issues to
work out. Too bad, because if he'd been just a little less fucked-up, he might have
humanized Reni somewhat so they could live happily ever after. At least that's what I
think, but I'm a hopeless romantic. There's a prequel to "Fake Fur" called "Manic Love,"
which is about Maki's backstory. I'm looking forward to reading it when it comes out in
September.

So this book is sad, happy, sexy, moody, and all of it beautifully drawn and told in a
refreshingly clear-eyed style. It's not an angst-fest or a tear-jerker, but it leaves a little
ache for that time when we were all so young and so brave, and stepping into a world
that is much bigger than we ever knew.

Replies: 1 Comment

Rats, too much comment spam, had to close the comments early.

Posted by Editor @ 05/20/2007 05:33 PM PST

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 05/09/2007: "Manga review: Fake Fur"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000722.htm[4/27/2019 3:03:54 PM]

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 05/07/2007: "Manga review: Flower of Life, Volume 2"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000721.htm[4/27/2019 3:03:57 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Manga reviews: Ikebukuro West Gate Park, Vol. 3 & 4"] [Main Index]
[Next entry: "Manga review: Fake Fur"]

05/07/2007 Archived Entry: "Manga review: Flower of Life,
Volume 2"

Flower of Life, Volume 2
Story and art by Fumi Yoshinaga
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

As in "Flower of Life 1," there are many laugh out loud moments
in "Flower of Life 2." This one happened to catch my eye:

Majima: If you make one manly (the pitcher), you've got to make
the other one (the catcher) pretty enough so as to be barely
distinguishable from a woman!! That's the iron rule of yaoi!!!

Sumiko: If that's the case, then why can't I just make them be a man and a woman?
Why does it have to be two men?

Majima: FOOL!! Female fans of yaoi are subconsciously attracted to and aroused by
the equality inherent in the relationship between two men. The love shared in such a
relationship is on the basis that one of the men, who is capable of either giving or
receiving in sex, actively choosing to be the one to receive... to be submissive. This is
completely different from a relationship with a woman, who is physically constructed
only for receiving!!! (page 28)

Hey, is Fumi Yoshinaga making fun of us? Well, I'd say it's high time.
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You know, more than once, since I've been reading manga, I've wished I went to a
High School that had Culture Festivals. Culture Festival. Doesn't that sound cool? It
sounds like a celebration of something elegant, intelligent, and refined. Of course I
went to High School in the notoriously right-wing reactionary and boorish Orange
County, California, which has less culture than plain yogurt, as the joke goes, which
really isn't much of a joke to those of us who escaped from behind the Orange Curtain.
I'm from it, not of it. But enough about me — oh wait, not yet. Why, when I was a girl,
we didn't have Culture Festivals. Hell no! We had Pep Rallies! Through years of
therapy and judicious medication I've blocked most of it out, but I still occasionally
wake up screaming, "But I do have enough pep!" I don't even want to know why or
what my subconscious is trying to process through in there. Of course based on what I
subject my subconscious to most of the time, I usually feel pretty sorry for it. So it's not
really a big surprise when, from time to time, the old subcon strikes back. But enough
about me, really, and let's get on with "Flower of Life 2," which is about our heroes,
such as they are, and their Culture Festival, such as it is, and whatever else, there isn't
a Pep Rally anywhere within ten thousand miles. Yay!

So, anyway, at this Culture Festival, there are several stories going on. Mangas are
made, plays are rehearsed, exams are studied for, costumes are made, confessions
are blurted out, etc. After Majima discovers Sumiko's talent for manga, he dragoons
her into making a dojinshi to sell at some comic festival. But the rest of the class
decides to put her story on as a play. First they cast Haru (our usual hero), but soon
discover he can't act his way out of a paper bag. Then they are pretty much forced to
cast the future sociopath, Majima, as one hero and the androgynous-tending-toward-
lithe-but-butch teacher, Shige, as another. And then we learn more about Shige's sad
love affair with her former teacher and now colleague, a married man (which is why I
hate hate hate married men who cheat on their wives and there are NO exceptions, full
stop. If you are not free, stay far away from me), and proceeds to unburden herself to
exactly the wrong person:

Shige: I was such a kid...I can't believe I was so happy I could've died. What an idiot I
was I even became a teacher because I idolized him so much. But at the time, that's as
far as things went. He had just had his son, and all he ever talked about was his lovely
wife. I'm sure I must have been charmed, thinking, 'Oh, what an ideal husband he is,;
or something — I don't know. Then I graduated. And four years ago, I came to this
school — my first official job as a teacher — and who do I run into but Koyanagi sensei.
Of course, my only intention was to get along with him as a colleague...but at the time,
it seems he was going through a rough patch with his wife. He was the one who first
propositioned me. I know that's no excuse... But it's only recently that I've begun to
question myself — am I really drawn to such a loose man who has no qualms about
cheating on his family with some other woman? Isn't the man I really fell in love with
the Koyanagi sensei of ten years ago, who treated me so kindly as a teacher?

Majima: I see... In other words, you no longer feel moeh for Koyanagi — Is that right?

Shige: STOP USING YOUR ODD VENACULAR ON MY SITUATION!!!

And on it goes.

I don't want to call this a woman's manga, but there are things in it that only women of
a certain age are going to find hysterically funny. The rest of you will just laugh merrily
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and go your carefree way... for as long as you can.

Highly recommended!

Replies: 1 Comment

Rats! Now you've got me curious! Where can one obtain this book in the NYC
metropolitan area, pray tell?
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Ikebukuro West Gate Park, Vol. 3 and Vol.
4
By Ira Ishida and Sena Aritou
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

Ikebukuro West Gate Park continues its
detective-story tour through the seedier
side of Tokyo culture. In volume 3, the hero
Makoto must protect Asumi, a "cam girl" for
an adult web site called the Fairy's Garden,

who is being stalked by one of her fans. When Makoto appears on camera in her room,
he too may be in danger from her jealous admirers. The art and writing did a good job
of creating a suitably creepy villain and a real sense of tension.

Though volume 3 was a fun read in many ways, it had a strange structure that didn't
quite work for me. The first 20 pages represent the conclusion of a drug dealer plot line
that started in volume 2. This section was both too short and far too anticlimactic to feel
like a good start to the book. I can understand the need to achieve a certain page
count and create a "cliffhanger ending" to keep readers coming back for the next
installment, but I felt that in this case cutting it up this way detracted from the story.

The very end of volume 3 begins a new story that continues for most of volume 4.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/156970984X
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708975
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/156970984X
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708975
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708975
http://www.dmpbooks.com/


Archived Entry - 05/06/2007: "Manga reviews: Ikebukuro West Gate Park, Vol. 3 & 4"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000720.htm[4/27/2019 3:04:02 PM]

Takashi, leader of the G Boys gang, calls in a favor from Makoto to get him to search
for a missing 16-year-old girl known as "Princess," who is the daughter of a wealthy
businessman. Makoto gets some help from an odd-looking guy named Fujio Saito, who
used to be the girl's "attendant." He says he got hired because Princess said he looked
like a monkey, and apparently not being attractive to her was an important qualification.
Saito is drawn with huge ears and a long sloping forehead, which makes him a fun
character to look at.

Once the serious Princess story line ends, volume 4 completely changes gears into a
weird sex comedy about dreams and zombies. According to this story, the latest
fashion craze among young girls in Tokyo is "zombie makeup." This may not be true,
but it ought to be. Then the book concludes with a short story called "Love is S&M,"
about a young couple whose struggling relationship is sort of rescued by their
discovery of S&M. This is a strange story that is mostly played as comedy. These last
two segments seemed unconnected to the main IWGP story, but did offer a change of
pace.

Over all, books 3 and 4 held my interest, but were not quite as good as 1 and 2. I found
that I wanted to see more of Takashi and the G Boys, and more of the vibrant street
culture.
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Black Lagoon, Vol. 1
Geneon
Release date: May 22, 2007

Review by Tom Good

I've been wondering if a new anime would one day arrive to
become the "next Cowboy Bebop," and it sure looks like Black
Lagoon could fill those shoes. I had the opportunity to see a
screening of the first four episodes at Sakuracon. Black Lagoon
not only held my interest with its fast-paced action, but it held me
on the edge of my seat a lot of the time.

From the first lines of the opening theme song -- I have a big gun / I took it from my lord
-- and the frenetic music and graphics of the title sequence, it is obvious that this anime
wants to be a tough, larger-than-life adventure. So right from the start, I had a feeling
that the show could be great, but also had the potential to be awful if it pushed too far
in the direction of cheesiness and action film cliches. Luckily, even the most
implausible scenes are really fun. In fact, one battle between a boat and a helicopter
contains a jaw-dropping "stunt" that would make James Bond proud.

Rokuro "Rock" Okajima, a shy yuppie businessman, winds up captured by modern day
pirates and trapped in their violent and frightening world. Though he starts out as their
hostage, as time goes on he becomes a willing member of the crew. The interplay
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between Rock and the mercenaries provides some laughs, but without letting Rock
turn into merely a goofy sidekick. Instead, he develops into a realistic and sympathetic
character.

One of the mercenaries is the beautiful, tattooed Revy, who resembles Cowboy
Bebop's Faye Valentine. Rock notices her physical charms, but he is understandably
put off by her being a hardened killer who seems to enjoy gun fights. Her attacks
involve acrobatic leaps and spins with two guns blazing -- an elegantly choreographed
violence that brings to mind the cinematic style of John Woo. But the action can have a
grim edge. In one scene, as the group escapes from a battle, Revy casually executes a
soldier who posed no real threat, as if she just felt like firing one last shot.

The leader of the Black Lagoon gang, Dutch, is a tall, muscular bald guy with a beard,
so he reminds me of the character Jet Black in Cowboy Bebop. But Lagoon is not just
a copy of Bebop. In fact, one of the best things about it is how completely different
Rock is from Bebop's hero Spike Spiegel. Where Spike is a suave martial arts expert
who exudes confidence, Rock is like a fresh young intern at a complex and dangerous
job. He is a smart guy, but completely out of his element.

The characters in this show use a huge amount of foul language, and not just the usual
standard curse words. They also come up with bizarre and creative streams of
profanity that can be quite funny. And in general, the dialogue is more inventive and
off-the-wall than I expected. At one point Rock says, "These moments make my
prehistoric blood awaken!" I saw the subtitled version of Black Lagoon, so I can't
comment on the English dubbing, but I enjoyed the writing.

Black Lagoon is full of mysteries as well as action. Mysteries such as: how do Revy's
shorts stay on? She always has her shorts unbuttoned and partly unzipped. Wouldn't
they fall off? After careful thought, I developed two theories about this. One possibility
is that she glues the shorts to her legs using that special sock glue, the stuff Japanese
high school girls use to glue their "loose socks" to their legs so they won't fall down. On
the other hand, her shorts could be so many sizes too small that she has to unbutton
and unzip them just to be able to wear them at all. From the graceful way she moves,
I'm leaning towards the glue theory.

"This is a lot more entertaining than Hollywood," Revy tells Rock as they make an
escape. I laughed at this line, because at another level it seems Revy is obviously
talking to the audience, casually telling us how good Black Lagoon is. Put a line like
that in your show, and you'd better be right, or else the viewer will groan and reply, "no
it isn't." In this case, the creators of Black Lagoon have nothing to worry about. Revy
nailed it. This show is a lot more entertaining than many Hollywood movies I've seen
recently.
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The Hustler Prince
By Lee Benoit
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

This is a nice little romance. Gay Martin and his apparently-
straight but beloved wife Doria visit Cuba: she has an academic
conference and he's doing research.

And before they're fairly off the plane, they're both putty in the
hands of Alexei, the Hustler Prince. Alexei is a charming young man with some dark
memories of persecution by the Cuban government, a brother who longs to get out of
the country to study, a friend who can provide just the information that Martin needs,
and a great body. Did I mention the great body yet? A great, freely available body. And
he and Martin are in love before you can blink.

In Cuba, there's dancing and sex, the beach and sex, showers and sex. Doria (who is
the only false note in the story, nearly saintly) figures out a way to get Alexei's brother
to Spain to study, another ingenious way to get Alexei's friend to the U.S., before they
even leave the island.

Doria and Martin go home to the cold gray U.S. And within a few months, Alexei is out
of Cuba and in Pittsburgh, and Martin speeds there to rescue him from a bureaucratic
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nightmare of a halfway house. Alexei will be able to resume his engineering education,
Doria is pregnant again and will be getting Alexei's friend to the US before long, and
Martin is in heaven.

A nice romance. Not anything likely to happen in real life, but sweet and almost gentle.
There's enough detail about Cuban life to make it interesting, and the characters are
well-developed. I recommend it.
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Dark Submission
By Shayne Carmichael
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

I don't know. Maybe I'm too old to see vampires as sexy. I grew
up with Bela Lugosi and Barnabas Collins, and I don't see them
as sexual creatures. To me, sexy requires clear diction (strike
Bela), and a certain amount of grace (strike Barnabas, stumbling
over the scenery). I think they've gotten better nowadays, but

they're too young for me now. It isn't fair.

And I certainly don't find much attractive about a group of vampires into BDSM. One or
the other would be more than enough to handle.

Well, one of the BDSV (for Vampires) Ms hires a secretary, and the secretary keeps
creeping around peeping through doors that are fortuitously slightly ajar, seeing
various scenes. We never get to find out what his personality was like before he
entered the BDSVM's employ. After, well, I found him more embarrassing and
annoying than a dog in heat. He enters with spirit into his master's games, and pretty
soon the master is giving him the "By the way, I'm going to live forever; wanna join
me?" line, and what's the doggie gonna say?
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The sex isn't inspired. We go through the standard elements in the standard order. The
secretary seems to have read the script before; he uses the right phrases at the right
time with no confusion or apprehension. It adds no excitement to the story, and this
story could use some.

These are good concepts, but the story reads as if it was written by an unmanned word
processor.
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Sakuracon 2007
by Tom Good

Sakuracon celebrated its tenth anniversary by putting together its largest event ever,
with attendance topping 20,000 over 3 days at the Washington State Convention and
Trade Center in Seattle, including over 11,000 individual memberships. Outdoor areas
that had been nearly deserted last year were crowded with people on Saturday, and
the convention seemed not just bigger, but also better than ever. The opening
ceremonies included a speech by the Consul General of Japan, who complimented the
costumes at the convention, and said he had just started reading the Fullmetal
Alchemist manga in Japanese.
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Many fans came dressed in polished-looking costumes that really raised the average
level of craftsmanship compared to last year. Better materials, finer workmanship, and
more attention to detail made some cosplayers look like they just stepped off a
Hollywood movie set. A convention staffer explained the rise in costume quality by
noting that many fans had come to Sakuracon '06 as first-timers. "Then they looked
around and said, 'Wow, this is serious,' and they put a lot more work into it this year."

Death Note Cosplay On The Rise

Trend-wise, 2007 marked a big rise in Death Note cosplay. Some great Shinigami
roamed the convention center, along with many L and Misa-Misa lookalikes. It was
fascinating to see fans take on the role of the detective L from Death Note, because his
minimalist attire of jeans and a white T-shirt is almost invisible as a costume, especially
when other people are sporting wings and giant swords.

L cosplayers solved this problem in two ways: by carrying distinctive props from the
story such as handcuffs, the deadly notebook, or Pocky candy, and by imitating L's
mannerisms and odd body language. Some of them pulled off the attitude so well that
they grabbed my attention from across the room, and I thought, "wow, that is L!" It was
entertaining to see cosplay that was 80% acting and 20% costume.
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With so many anime out there, it can be hard to recognize all the characters at the
convention. In fact, one woman told me that last year she and some friends had
pretended to be characters from a nonexistent anime they thought up. They invented
characters, plot lines, and episodes to talk about, and told people it was a really
obscure anime that was only available in Japan. The best part was when people said,
"Oh, I've seen that one!"

Music
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Sakuracon's musical events covered a wide range of styles. The Portland band A-Key
Kyo played Japanese pop/rock music, and Michael "Piano Squall" Gluck warmed up
the crowd with a stand-up comedy routine before performing his piano arrangements
of video game and anime music. I heard people in the audience crying during the sad
parts of Gluck's performance, such as the Aeris theme from Final Fantasy VII. In a
surprise guest appearance, Vic Mignogna joined him on stage to sing a song based on
Fullmetal Alchemist, the anime in which he voices the main character, Ed Elric. Gluck
also announced his new CD of video game and anime music called "Game."

Katie Gray, the voice of Seres Victoria in Hellsing, showed her talents as a singer and
guitar player in a beautiful acoustic performance. She reminded me a bit of Norah
Jones or China Forbes (of Pink Martini), but with more folk influences. Her CD, which I
bought at the convention, is very good. Though she still works as a voice actor, she
said she is concentrating on her musical career. Gray and Mignogna also appeared
together for a panel about writing music, where Mignogna cracked up the crowd by
stirring his coffee with a Sharpie. "Almost every voice actor I know is a singer,"
Mignogna said. "There is something about sensing the rhythm of speech that
musicians lock into."
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Saturday night featured two popular Japanese bands: m.o.v.e., whose music is
featured in the anime INITIAL D, and LiN CLOVER. When m.o.v.e. played their high-
energy rock/rap, fans responded by jumping around so enthusiastically that at times
the whole floor started bouncing up and down. I felt like I was watching the show from
one end of the world's largest trampoline, but it was definitely one of the most exciting
moments of the weekend.

Club Sakura

At the end of the day's festivities, one of the ballrooms transformed into "Club Sakura"
and offered a dance club atmosphere to keep the excitement going.

Anime Screenings

Various anime episodes were shown throughout the weekend, including some new
Geneon releases like Rozen Maiden, Black Lagoon, and Hellsing Ultimate. Black
Lagoon's action scenes kept me on the edge of my seat, and it seems poised to
become the next Cowboy Bebop. Look for a full review of it here at JLHLS soon.
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Panels and Workshops

Sakuracon can be as educational as it is entertaining. Panels provided opportunities to
learn directly from industry insiders about nearly every aspect of the anime and manga

business, from voice acting and directing to music, art, adaptation, and writing. This
alone would easily be worth the price of admission.

After enjoying a workshop called "How to Draw Anime Kitties," I decided to go to Doug
Smith's "Adult Drawing Panel." I was a little puzzled by the title of this, and wondered
at first if it would be a demonstration of how to draw X-rated content, but actually the
name simply meant it was aimed at adult artists rather than children. Smith
demonstrated many drawing techniques in response to questions from the audience,
and watching him work was very inspiring. He has a playful personality and makes
creating art seem like pure fun.

I highly recommend the art workshops. Some interested fans may hesitate, wondering
if their art skills are sufficient for one of these sessions. Don't worry; people are
friendly, and nobody asks to see your Really Talented Artist credentials. It is said that
there are some foods you won't want to eat any more after you see them being made.
Well, anime art works just the opposite way: the more you learn about the process of
creating it, the more intriguing it becomes.
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Updated 051107 with Pibgorns acutal url: http://gocomics.com/pibgorn/
050707 Update: May 7, 2007: Pibgorn's new home will be at
www.gocomics.com/pibgorn on May 14!

042007 Update: Pibgorn has a Live Journal for announcements and other news.

From Brooke McEldowney:

"With United Media's announcement that "Pibgorn" is to be discontinued, I have been
inundated with e-mail, much of it agitated and distressed. I'm very sorry you had to get
the news in this rather dispassionate way. That I may answer your central question
forthwith, I've composed this response for everyone – so please forgive me if I seem
impersonal.

"PIBGORN" WILL CONTINUE.

"There. That is the main thing I wanted to say. Comics.com, however, will, as they
have announced, no longer be the source. Nothing dramatic happened, really. I simply
came to feel that the editorial needs of comics.com and those of "Pibgorn" were
becoming more and more divergent and incompatible. For this reason I asked to be
released from my contract with United Media in order to secure a new online home for
"Pibgorn." United Media most graciously, and reluctantly, agreed. In short order I hope
to get Pib back up and flying.

"Meanwhile, you have seen the most current installments of "Pibgorn." Hold that
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thought. We'll be back.

"All best wishes, and thanks so very much for writing.

"Brooke McEldowney
"9 Chickweed Lane
"and
"Pibgorn"

Whew! So hopefully we all won't be Pibgorn-less for too long. Don't forget the Pibgorn
essay and McEldowney interview in J LHLS Issue 3 if you really need a Pib fix.

Replies: 2 comments
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Love both the strips. I'll post a link on my site to your new one when it comes active.
You really capture the essentials of the feminine form.

Posted by E. J. "Ed" Pole II @ 04/30/2007 01:38 PM PST
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Ichigenme, volume 1
By Fumi Yoshinaga
Published by the 801 Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

In "Ichigenme," volume 1, one of the first offerings from the adult
yaoi line from the 801 imprint at Digital Manga, we meet some
very hard partying law students making fools of themselves at a
party and shocking the one conservative (or repressed maybe)
guy in their class. His name is Tamiya and the cute drunk guy
named Tohdou lays a big wet kiss on him that completely

traumatizes him. I think a little yaoi reading would do Tamiya a world of good. So,
anyway, back in yaoiland, Tamiya and Tohdou circle, collide, circle, collide, pretty
much for the rest of the book. While all this is going on we learn that Tamiya is the
brilliant, virtuous scholarship boy and Tohdou is a rich, louche, but brilliant, brat in the
same law class. In fact, everyone in this law class is a rich, louche brat, either brilliant
or well connected, and has tons of personal problems. My heart certainly bled for one
exceptionally beautiful girl whose boyfriend was "too" rich. Yoshinaga or the translator
spend a little time explaining how the "zemi" system, or seminar system, in this law
school works. I still wasn't completely clear on it, but it doesn't really have much to do
with the main story of Tamiya and Tohdou. Along with some smokin' sex scenes,
there's a lot of cooking and cuddling in this book because Tamiya and Tohdou sort of
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settle into a domestic routine very quickly. Their domestic life seems to be more
rewarding than their feints at being lovers, but I personally thought they should just
calm down a little and let things naturally take their course. Of course nobody in these
books listens to me, if they did, they'd all be the size of "War and Peace."

Usually I like Yoshinaga's books more than I liked this one, but my reasons for not
being so hot on this title are peculiarly my own. Unlike "Antique Bakery" and "Flower of
Life," "Ichigenme 1" has no wackiness and I miss that. Everything in this book is deadly
serious and SO adult world serious that I had to dive back into "Only the Ring Finger
Knows" for relief. I’m not big on soap operas either, but if you are, this might be the title
for you.

I've also been very impressed with Yoshinaga's track record on women: there's always
at least one or more super likable girl or woman in all the books I've read by her. In
yaoiland, that's not just amazing, that's some kind of miracle. Alas, not so in
"Ichigenme 1," where there are no likeable women because there are no likeable
characters. Perhaps this is Yoshinaga's statement on the cut throat world of Japanese
law, or maybe the characters get more likeable in future volumes. I suspect both are
true, because one of the characters does have an epiphany of sorts and gets the hell
out of law. Will it all lead to true love? Aw, who the hell knows.

My last gripe, because I love Digital Manga/June/801 and I want them to continue to
love me, is that the format of this particular book didn't work for me, mainly because I'm
spoiled rotten with the larger June format, which 801 is not using. However, it's not like
I'm consistent or anything, in "The Sky Over my Spectacles," the smaller size didn't
bother me at all. So I really think my problem is that "Ichigenme 1" is laid out in squares
and rectangles with space in between and at least two on each page, which is a lot for
these middle-aged eyes to peer at. Add to that that the sex scenes are broken up into
body parts, and it's just too small to see what's going on. Yes, in this case, size does
matter. But these are just my issues and I hope this book sends many Yoshinaga fans
over the moon. Just not moi.

My issues notwithstanding, 801's standard manga format, which is smaller than their
DMP Books and June imprints, still has the same stellar production values, including
sturdy binding, a full-color dust jacket, and, like "The Sky Over my Spectacles," a full-
color first page of two very cute boys before the table of contents. The price has gone
up to $15.95, but you get a lot of book and a lot of sexxx for that price. I can remember
being somewhat disappointed paying retail to another $15.95 publisher and getting no
or very little sex and lesser production values. I can assure you that 801 does not
disappoint in either of these areas.

Replies: 1 Comment
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Posted by Editor Ginger @ 05/19/2007 11:03 PM PST

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/


Archived Entry - 04/15/2007: "Yaoi review: Ichigenme, Volume 1"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000714.htm[4/27/2019 3:04:27 PM]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,

http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 04/15/2007: "Yaoi review: Ichigenme, Volume 1"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000714.htm[4/27/2019 3:04:27 PM]

comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with
your comment and we'll add it.



Archived Entry - 04/15/2007: "Yaoi review: Sky Over My Spectacles"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000713.htm[4/27/2019 3:04:31 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Manga review: The Day I Become a Butterfly"] [Main Index] [Next
entry: "Yaoi review: Ichigenme, Volume 1"]

04/15/2007 Archived Entry: "Yaoi review: Sky Over My
Spectacles"

The Sky Over My Spectacles
By Mio Tennohji
Published by the 801 Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Digital Manga has decided to get in on some of the "No Minors
Allowed" yaoi action with their new imprint, 801. Well, okay, I
haven't been a minor for a while now, so I'm probably up to speed
for reviewing at least one of their titles, "The Sky over my
Spectacles." Fanboys and minors, avert your eyes.

There's a lot of sex in this book and it moves right along. Not that I'm an art expert, but I
am becoming a connoisseur, so I feel confident in saying that the art in this book is
really good. The plots are fine as vehicles for the sex, which is more than I can say for
most American comic porn. The main story is about a young man who has a thing for
girls wearing eyeglasses, and then falls in love with a bespectacled boy. There's a twist
worthy of a 1940s romance in this story, but I won't ruin it for you. The pages are well
laid out (no pun intended), the boys are cute, and there's at least one admirable girl
and no creepy ones. There're scattered moments of angst, but no rape. Although 801
is using the standard manga format, whish is smaller than their DMP Books and June
imprints, the book still has the same stellar production values, including sturdy binding,
a full-color dust jacket, and full-color first page of two very cute boys before the table of
contents. The price has gone up to $15.95, which Be Beautiful has proved is what the
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market will bear and will also keeps this book out of the hands of minors. What mom is
going to pay $16 USD for a comic and not look at it first? Of course, when I was a girl, I
got my gay porn via mail order, bypassing Mom completely. So, okay, this isn't going to
deter the determined, but it might help. However, looking back, this book is much better
than the smut I was reading in the 70s, so a discerning reader would probably choose
"The Sky Over my Spectacles" over "Rod Rocket Meets Peter Pole" or whatever it was,
which, now that I think about it, had no pictures, grammar, or charm. Where was I? Oh,
yes. "The Sky Over my Spectacles" has charm and for $15.95 you get a lot of book.
There are four stories in 187 pages of art, character profiles and afterward. And if you
really want to be old fashioned, you can buy your copy mail-order.
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The Day I Become a Butterfly
By Sumomo Yumeka
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

This is a very beautiful collection of manga stories. At first I
thought it was a little too angst-filled for me, but then, on a
second, third, fourth, und zo on, look, I realized these stories are
about the kind of intense adolescent emotion I've spent my entire
adulthood trying to forget. Thanks a lot Digital Manga, this wasn't
as painful as being there, but was, oh, what's that word?

Poignant. Yeah, that's the word. Poignant. And the art in this manga is extremely
beautiful; anything could have been going on and it would be eye-candy.

I'm not sure why this is a June release because there's no sex and only one of the
stories is even close to yaoi, two others hint at it, but never really get near it.
Nevertheless, they're beautifully drawn and have sweet endings. Even the story about
the girl with leukemia, the skater in love with a mute, and the girl who dates for
payment (sponsored dating?) and is in love with her teacher whom was maimed in the
same car accident that left his wife in a coma. Frankly, I'm not sure I could have
understood this manga better when I was a teen. I mean, back in the day, we didn't
have Morrissey. We were cursed with Elton John.
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I'm not complaining, I'm just being middle aged. And being middle aged means never
having to say you're sorry that you can admire books you can't quite connect with.

Replies: 1 Comment
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Windbrothers
By Sean Michael
Published in paper and e-book by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

Did I misunderstand? I kept thinking as I read through
Windbrothers. When I read the blurb for a Torquere novel, and it
promises a slave, an unwilling master, and a relationship, I have
certain...expectations.

I kept reading, but there was no sex. If this doesn't bother you, I
recommend Windbrothers. Sean Michael has built a nice world

here. Different countries, with different customs; natives of the countries, whose
personalities seem to have been built by the customs, different foods. I always like a
nice cosmology, and Windbrothers has one. The only thing that rings a little false to me
is that one of the heroes is a healer, using psychic powers; that's awfully convenient.

The 'slave won in a game of chance' trope is pretty old. Michael does it about as well
as it can be done.

A friend of mine and I were talking about why women read m/m stories. She said
something wise: she said that women are looking for a relationship of equals in
romantic stories, and that they generally don't find it in het fiction. They have a better
chance of finding it in single-sex relationships, where physical size and strength are
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more equal. That's not the case in this story; for my tastes, anyway, Kade is
hypermasculine, Surial is feminized.

So that makes two objections: no sex, and when it finally does show up (this appears to
be the start of a series), I hope Michael doesn't make one of his characters 'the man'
and the other 'the woman'. There's plenty of good fiction about men and women; I'm
looking for a story about two men when I open a book like this. Other than that, it's a
decent story.
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Drawing Closer
By Jane Davitt
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

Jane Davitt's "Drawing Closer" is real, good, honest-to-God
fiction, and porn too - good, hot porn.

You remember the characters. When was the last time you
remembered the characters in porn, except in fanfic? You live

through the story with the two men involved. And when it ends, you want to know
more.

Charles, Dr. Charles Stanway, has problems. Something terrible happened to him back
in England, something that wasn't strictly his fault, but that he was a factor in. He wants
to teach quietly in the United States.

But Gray Collins, an artist and one of his students, won't let it happen. He sniffs around,
he poses, he's pretty blatant. There's something he wants: to be controlled. And he
thinks Professor Stanway is the one to do it.

He's right. But the road to the end takes you through the emotions of people you can
believe, people for whom sex is a part of life, not something that always leads to bliss;
these are not machines stuck on one setting. You feel with, and for, the characters. 
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There's also a plot that makes some sense, a real rarity these days a few secondary
characters that do more than act as plot points, a sense of style, and excellent usage
of English.

I have to say I was already familiar with Jane Davitt through her fanfic; it's excellent,
and I recommend that too. But "Drawing Closer" is terrific, and I recommend it highly. 
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Death Note, Vol. 10
Story by Tsugumi Ohba
Art by Takeshi Obata
Translation and Adaptation by Tetsuichiro Miyaki
Published by VIZ

Review by Tom Good

Death Note fans have had a lot to smile about lately. The series
was one of 5 finalists for Best Manga in the American Anime
Awards. VIZ announced plans to release a Death Note DVD in
Fall of 2007. Notebooks and other accessories are available
online. And finally, someone created a very funny gallery of cat
lookalikes for the Death Note characters.

I have been reading Death Note since I reviewed the first two volumes, and it quickly
became my favorite current manga series. Its fantastic, complex, and surprising plot
reminds me of the cleverness of the original Sherlock Holmes stories, but with a very
modern style and supernatural elements. I will not mention much of the plot here
because it should not be spoiled, but it revolves around a magic notebook that can kill
people whose names are written in it.

When I read the first chapter of Volume 1, I initially doubted that the premise could be
sustained for very long without running out of ideas and variations, but the story
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remains strong here in its tenth volume. It does occasionally overplay the type of
situation where a character thinks, "But does he know that I know that he knows . . . ?"
This always reminds me of the scene in The Princess Bride where Vizzini tried to use
this spiraling logic to determine which wine glass was poisoned, only to discover (too
late) that they both were. But this is a minor shortcoming in an otherwise wonderful
series.

Takeshi Obata's art really shines in Death Note. In his other series Hikaru no Go, his
drawing seemed very technically accomplished but a bit unadventurous. Here he gets
to experiment with outlandish character designs such as the wild-looking Shinigami
(gods of death), and on the whole the art just feels more cutting-edge and cool.

Each volume introduces new characters and reveals new rules that govern how the
notebook can be used. By now there are quite a lot of these rules, and they help keep
things interesting. The story pits one brilliant mind against another as the characters
struggle to either use the death note without being caught, or to find the note and
apprehend its owner. Death Note has few fight scenes but a lot of clever intellectual
maneuvering. It shares with Hikaru no Go the theme of out-thinking one's opponent in
a mental battle, though in this case a mistake can be deadly.

The main drawback to Death Note is that it makes a lot of other manga seem woefully
simplistic by comparison. After savoring its mind-bending, complex plot, it is hard to go
back to reading manga about mechs blowing things up, or guys trying to look up girls'
skirts, without feeling uncomfortably shallow. I highly recommend Death Note, and it is
worth reading it from the beginning. Volume 10 proves that the series is more than just
a clever gimmick, it is a manga well on its way to becoming a classic.

See also:
Review of Death Note Vol. 1 and Vol. 2 by Tom Good
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Loveholic, Volume 1
By Toko Kawai
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Not so long ago, I read that there are seven basic plots:

1. man vs. nature 
2. man vs. man 
3. man vs. the environment 
4. man vs. machines/technology 

5. man vs. the supernatural 
6. man vs. self 
7. man vs. god/religion

I think "Loveholic" sort of fits into number 2 and number 6.

"Loveholic" is the tale of fashion photographer Kentaro Nishioka and his business
relationship with advertising executive, Daisuke Matsukawa, how they fell in love,
eventually figure it out, and how their relationship changed. I think this falls under a
different kind of plot category: boy meets boy; boy confuses boy, boys circle each other
for several pages, etc. I have become a huge Toko Kawai fan. Huge Toko Kawai fans
will buy this book. But what about the rest of you?
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Being a confirmed Kawai fan, I'm not sure what I can say that will persuade new
readers to try this book. It's a sweet, sometimes ornery story in a charming art style. I
recently read a review that called her line "sloppy." I'm not sure what that means; her
line looks pretty clean to me. I also like the way she layers her images to create a
montage effect (I think montage is the right word, corrections welcome), and doesn't
overdo it either. There's refreshing restraint and balance in her artwork, so the eye
never tires or gets bored ticking though one panel after another. Kawai's narrative
pacing is good and her story never drowns in angst or treacle. Her women are cute,
but are there mainly to move the plot along. She establishes her characters in a few
panels and then develops the ones she wants you to pay attention to over the course
of the book. And this is only part one of two, so there IS something to look forward to.

I found these very likeable characters overall. Nishioka is an annoying, but talented,
brat occasionally, and Matsukawa's cool perfection is a little grating. However, not for
the reader so much; these two rub each other the wrong way and yet work together
like a trapeze act when it really counts. Nishioka bails Matsukawa out of trouble twice
in the book, and Matsukawa is sending photo shoots Nishoika's way that would make
any Art Center photography MFA drool on their portfolio.

About Matsukawa's cool perfection, well, there's a bonus story in this book that gives
you the backstory on all that. Actually, there are two bonus stories in this book that are
directly related to the story. One is about Nishioka and Matsukawa set a little ways in
the future, and the other, "Cold Person," is about the younger, reckless, selfish
Matsukawa and why he changed. It's a gently sad story, bittersweet, and simply told.

Long time readers of my reviews — all three of you — will probably have realized by
now that I liked this book and happily recommend this book. I think that covers it, yes?

PS. Hey, Publishers Weekly liked this book, too, and for the same reasons I did. (Scroll
down for the review)
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Alcohol, Shirt & Kiss
By Yuko Kuwabara
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

This is the Barney Miller of PG-13 manga. Except everyone is
way far much better looking. Yup, this is as if Dietrich decided to
put the moves on Wojciehowicz. Yeah, I know, that kind of freaks
me out, too, but let's move on.

Okay, so Naruse gets
drunk with his pal Kita, so drunk he wakes
up in bed with him the next morning. This
happens a few more times and one morning
Naruse wakes up naked in bed with Kita.
Naruse is naïve and believes Kita when he
says they had sex. Is anyone that naïve? I
wonder, because it's almost impossible to
not know if you had sex the night before,
even if you blacked-out (and never mind
how I know this). But, hey, it's PG-13 yaoi,
anything is possible. But let's move on.
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So after this event, Naruse stops drinking
(something I highly recommend to black-out
drunks) but starts to gravitate toward Kita,
then away, then back, then away, then
back, und zo on. Betwixt and between all
this advance and retreat, they interrogate
sociopaths, chase perps, and do things
policemen, be they gay, straight, pansexual,
whatever, do. They also make out in the
Interrogation Room and kiss on park
benches. The Takamagahara Metropolitan
Police Department ought to win some sort
of tolerance award. If two LAPD cops made
out in the Interrogation Room, all hell would
break loose. But let's move on.

I thought this book had an engaging story
and charming art. If I had any gripes, it's
that the other characters are
underdeveloped, there are too many of
them, and the woman are meddling,
negative creatures. The only female cop
you'll see in this book, Goto, is repeatedly
told to shut up and is constantly prying into
Naruse's personal life. Naruse's ex-girlfriend
and Kita's ex-girlfriend get the negative
treatment as well. I suppose making the
women look bad to make the men look
better is an accepted convention in
homoerotica, but it's one I've just never liked
much. Meh, it's yaoi; in a perfect world all representations of women would be six-
dimensional, and I'd be taller, thinner and fabulously wealthy. But let's move on.

The sex scenes are sweetly muted and
leave just enough to the imagination that
repeated readings do not get boring. There
are many nicely drawn smooches, hugs and
suits in this book. The guys wear really cool
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suits, and guns, really nice guns!
Automatics, not revolvers! But let's move
on.

There's a pleasantly goofy unrelated story at
the end of this book, called "Moon Kiss"
about, well, a little boy who thought he
made a promise on a kiss to a mysterious
little girl, who shows up ten years later as a
hunky guy. A moon prince, no less, come to

claim his betrothed. Hey, why not?

Recommended. Hey, why not?
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J-Boy Anthology, Volume 1
By Biblos
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I love anthologies! I wait breathlessly for the Small Press Expo
antho every year. I worshiped Robot. I loved the first volume of
Flight enough to be disappointed in volume 2 and 3. And I
thought True Porn and Boy Trouble, #5 were the bees knees.
Give me anthologies, collections, compilations, readers,
chrestomathies, albums, analecta, compendiums, digests,

selections, omnibuses and I am a heppy kat.

So you can just imagine how happy I was to get my paws on J-Boy by Biblos, volume
1.

J-Boy is a wonderful, pretty, sexy, funny, raunchy, and touching book. (No, not that
kind of touching, stop thinking like that.) Let me take it in order:

Wonderful: It's huge! A walloping 343 pages, 19 stories worth of fun fun fun. And the
pages are tinted different colors, which is a nice touch.

Pretty: There's a wide range of art in the BL/Yaoi style I've come to know and obsess
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on. It's all pretty.

Funny: "Neko Samurai - Ocean of Barrier" by Kyushu Danji, being about a 30-year old
male virgin looking for a sugar daddy, is one of the funniest stories in the book.
Followed closely by "Getting Along" by Nanao Okuda, a story about a rabbit-boy living
with a Doberman-boy. No, I don't really understand the human-critter hybrid theme in
yaoi, but those stories in J-Boy were the funniest. The high-school ghost story, "Go!
Conflict Management Unit" by Tsubaki Mikage, was a riot, too.

Raunchy: In "Loving Boys Boarding School," also by Kyushu Danji, one character goes
from having the spiritual name of 'public toilet' (because he's open for public use) to
'straight man killer,' which really needs no explanation. Lots of sex in this boarding
school, and highly amusing as well.

Touching: "The Pale and Wavering Sketch," by Waga Sagami is a sad story with a
happy ending about an artist having problems with his art, who goes to see his old
teacher and finds his teacher's son instead.

Alas, due to the Biblos bankruptcy, there will be no more J-Boy anthologies and this is
a helluva shame. I found a few new-to-me creators in this anthology that I'd like to see
more of and changed my opinion for the better on a few I'd read before. So, even
though you can only get one volume of J-Boy, I highly recommend it.

And just because I'm nice, here's the TOC:

"Indecent Encounter" by Haruka Minami
"We Will Love" by Kana Mizuki
"Go! Conflict Management Unit" by Tsubaki Mikage
"The Pale and Wavering Sketch" by Waga Sugami
"The Summer and the Nostalgia" by Yukimura
"The Proper Way to Raise a Pet," by Ruiko
"Pretend Lovers 'Secret slave'" by Showoto Aya
"Getting Along" by Nanao Okuda
"We Have a Hero in Our Hearts" by Terako Tsukimoto
"Spiteful Cooking" by Naduki Koujima
"Neko Samurai - Ocean of Barrier" by Kushu Danji
"The Troubles of Kurashina Sensei" by Natsuho Shino
"Thief x Thief" by Homerun Ken
"Our Relationship" by Naduki Koujima
"Loving Boys Boarding School" by Kyushu Danji
"Here in Magic Land" by Hirono Suzuhara
"Rabbit Ear Kindergarten" by Yogorota Kame
"Shadows of the Forest by the Quiet Lakeside" by Sakyo Yozukura
"Here in Magic Land" by Hirono Suzuhara

Get your copy today!

Replies: 1 Comment
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encounter cuz it was my fav and i would love to read more on it also on the rest of the
stories as well but especially on indecent encounter thnak you

Posted by amalia @ 04/02/2007 12:23 PM PST
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First Steps
By Sean Michael
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

Awwww. The gay New York writer pays a surrogate to bear him a
child; it turns out to be twins, girl and boy. He takes them away
from the nasty city to a cabin in the mountains, and a studly
forest ranger shows up to warn them of fire dangers. Shortly,
studly forest ranger and New York writer are in bed in studly's
beautifully-equipped but rustic cabin. Internet service, running
water, and endless hours to do nothing but make love and

worship the babies.

It starts to drag towards the end. The kids sound cute enough, but they're only
toddlers, and they don't do that much. Studly and the writer spend most of their time in
bed. Except for a brief interlude of flu at the end of the book, these are literally the only
things that happen in this book. But if you're looking for lots of sex and not-too-
contrived pauses between sessions, this is a good book for you.

Minor complaints: the writer is another one of those who thinks sentence fragments
illustrate passion. It wasn't until the end of the book that I realized that one of the
babies is named Daniel Boone. And the line "It was like lightning in his pants", which
made me think of various bad jokes from "Whose Line Is It Anyway?" (Josie Lawrence
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saying "I live in your pants!", the actual "Whose Line" game and Ryan Stiles saying "It
was like lightning in his pants" deadpan). I had to put the book down and go away for a
while.

But they're really minor complaints. It's a quick read and I enjoyed it.
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Enchanter, Vol. 3
by Izumi Kawachi
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

Sometimes it only takes one brilliant panel to elevate a manga to
the next level. This volume of Enchanter had been rolling along
with its special blend of humor, magic, and pinup art. And though
I was entertained, the book had begun to feel more like a series
of quick jokes and odd situations than a memorable plot. While
our hero Haruhiko struggled to manufacture new weapons, and

his schoolmate Okada chatted with their beautiful teacher, I started to wonder whether
the story needed more action and tension. Then I turned the page and what I saw next
really gave me a jolt.

Kawachi's next panel showed a gruesome creature pressed up against the window
pane, with young Okada partly cropped out of the picture at the far side. Rather than
showing the window straight on, Kawachi drew it from a slight angle, which helped
create a feeling of suddenly turning one's head and seeing the creature. And placing
this panel at the top of a new page generated the maximum effect, because it
prevented the reader from catching a glimpse of it while looking at the preceding
section. This was a perfect change of pace, expertly set up and then delivered like a
knockout blow. An exciting and well drawn fight scene followed, but Kawachi already
had me at monster-on-the-glass.
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Enchanter deals with the relationship between human schoolboy Haruhiko and a
magical demon girl named Eukanaria. This premise reminds me of InuYasha, which
involves a human schoolgirl and a half-demon boy. So is Enchanter just InuYasha with
the gender roles reversed? There are some similarities: both series throw their human
main characters into encounters with magic and battles with demons, where they must
learn how to work together with their demonic allies. And while both InuYasha and
Eukanaria can be headstrong and selfish, neither is really evil.

Enchanter contains a lot more sexual innuendo than InuYasha, and in that respect it
aims at older readers, but at the same time it often seems funnier. Though there are
jokes in InuYasha, a more serious story usually lies right behind them. Enchanter
seems more light-hearted and silly from start to finish, with only occasional moments of
seriousness, and there is nothing wrong with that. Volume 3 even ends with a good plot
twist that is also an effective joke. All in all, Enchanter may not be deep but it is a lot of
fun, and I would recommend it.

See also:

Review of Enchanter, Vol. 1 by Tom Good
Interview with Izumi Kawachi by Ginger Mayerson
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Hikaru Sasahara Interview

Hikaru Sasahara, the CEO of Digital Manga, Inc. sat down with me in their Gardena
California Headquarters for this long and rollicking interview on February 8, 2007. You
can download a 29-page pdf here (pdf link fixed Ap 30 GM)

Interview by Ginger Mayerson

Ginger Mayerson: I read in the Publishers Weekly interview [1], that you came here
in 1973...

Hikaru Sasahara: Long time ago.

GM: ...when you were three years old-

HS: (laughs) I was already twenty-three years old back then. I'm an old guy now.

GM: Nah. I was thirteen. The old thing; it's interesting.

HS: I still like what I saw in America at that time: the hippies, the music. Everything
was evolving and revolving back then. Now, everything is static. Doesn't seem to be
moving fast enough for me. Kids are all doing the same things, same fashion, same
thinking, same music. Everything is the same, even internationally, it's all merging. I
don't see much cultural difference anymore.
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GM: It's interesting because I didn't think it was a global thing, I thought it was just me
personally and my age. But, the music; am I old? Or does it all sound the same?

HS: I don't think so. If you listen to the Sixties and Seventies music it was so different.
It was much deeper in melody, more diverse, more variety.

GM: We're probably going to get in trouble for this part of the interview.

The interview continues here.

Replies: 3 comments

Hi, I'd love to read this but I can't seem to access it either in html or pdf format. Could
you please repost the links? Thanks.

Posted by Shelly @ 03/23/2007 07:35 AM PST

Shelly,

Try these links

http://liheliso.com/Interviews/HikaruSasaharaInterview2007.html

http://liheliso.com/Interviews/HikaruSasahara2007.pdf

Or I can email you the pdf.

Ginger

Posted by Ginger @ 03/23/2007 09:26 AM PST

OK, those worked when I pasted them into IE, but I still couldn't access them from
Firefox. At any rate, I can read it now so thank you very much!

Posted by Shelly @ 03/23/2007 02:39 PM PST
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Inuyasha Vol. 48 and Vol. 49 (DVD)
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

It may sound odd to suggest that
newcomers to an anime series could easily
begin by watching episode 147, but for
InuYasha it would not make a bad starting
point. Episodes 147 and 148 in Volume 49
form a special story called "The Tragic Love
Song of Destiny" that fits chronologically
before Episode 1, so new viewers won't be
missing any vital information. The story

explains how the half-demon InuYasha first met the priestess Kikyo, and how the two
went from being friends to foes. We also get to see Kikyo carrying a whole,
unshattered version of the Shikon jewel. This magical gem is later broken, and much of
the series revolves around quests for its shards. Loyal fans will treasure the new
background information and enjoy seeing younger versions of some of the characters.

A series doesn't make it to over 100 episodes without doing something right, and
InuYasha has certainly found many fans through its consistent quality, supernatural
action, and humor. Volume 48 contains some fun comedic exchanges like this one:

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B000HIP43S/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
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"How come you disguised yourself as a human girl?"
"Pa told me to. He said if I pretended to be a human girl whenever I left the mountain,
some idiot would always come to my rescue!"
"Your father sounds very perceptive."

The potential drawback to having so many episodes, though, is the danger that the
series may start to feel stale. After a while, even the most devoted fan will recognize
some repetitive qualities in InuYasha. The characters keep searching for jewel shards
and battling demons, often using the same stylized tactics in one episode after
another. To some extent it becomes a "demons-of-the-week" setup, but the cleverness
and care in the implementation of the formula keeps the show interesting.

For example, Episode 142 in Vol. 48, "Untamed Entei and Horrible Hakudoshi,"
features some fun new characters. Rengokuki is a hideous, horned monster who rides
the demon horse Entei and can shoot fireballs from his mouth. He develops a crush on
the sorceress Kagura and tells her, "In time I'm going to rule the world, and you'll be
my wife. Not a bad deal, is it?" That first sentence may be pure bad-guy cliche, but the
second one cracks me up because it suddenly shifts the mood completely, as if he is a
salesman pitching a time-share. It's a great little piece of writing, and the voice acting
makes it work.

Unlike Rengokuki, the demonic child Hakudoshi is not played for humor. His smirking,
condescending attitude and creepy purple-eyed face set him up as a model villain, but
the flourish that makes the character design extra effective is the fact that he looks
about 6 years old. It's bad enough to be thwarted by a jerk, but when the jerk is a small
child convinced of his own superiority, that makes it truly maddening. The creativity of
the series takes two enemies who could have been just "generic demon 1 and 2," and
instead turns them into memorable characters.

Volume 48 is simply a good disc, but the "Tragic Love Song of Destiny" story in
Volume 49 makes it a must-see.
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Rin!, Volume 2!
Story by Satoru Kannagi
Art by Yukine Honami
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

RIN!
I'm in
Love with
RIN!

Since the Rin! 1 review it's all gotten even more innocent, not to mention cuter.
Katsura and Sou are still in the first rush of innocent love, although Sou would
understandably like to be a little less innocent. That Katsura "has to mentally prepare"
himself for anything more vigorous than a snuggle with Sou, well, that's Sou's problem
and hopefully writer Satoru Kannagi will work it out for all of us. Very soon.

I like Kannagi's stories, but, Lawdy, no one ever gets laid in them. Well, in the manga
stories, at least. Readers of the "Only the Ring Finger Knows" novels know that Kazuki
finally gets some well-earned action with Wataru, and just when I was about to despair.

My hero, artist Yukine Honami, who can make the most offensive things cute (see the
"Desire" review) is less coy about the boy on boy action. When I said things are more
innocent in volume 2, I meant it. Apparently Honami thought there was only one
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volume of this title (not three), and added a smoldering powerful understated sex scene
as her afterward to volume 1. Alas, if you were expecting more of such Sou/Katsura
action in volume 2, well, get over it. Hopefully, we, and Sou, will get some hot Katsura
lovin' in volume 3. Anyway, that's what I'm hoping for.

My needs aside, this is another charming book from the Juné list at DMI. Kannagi and
Honami are my dream team for manga. Honami's elegant line is a sweet match for
Kannagi's gentle story. The story hangs on the trials and tribulations of the archery
club, and in this volume there's a little more background (and foreground) on archery,
which I enjoyed very much. For instance, we learn that "Rin" means strength and has
something to do with Zen or archery or both. If that was in volume 1, I, for one, totally
missed it. No real villains in this book, but Sou's super-patient rival for Katsura's
affections, the sleek and blasé Kouichi, is cat-like alert for any cracks in their romance.
Heh heh heh, lotsa luck, Kouichi, I say. Oh, and there's some angry kid who hurts
Katsura's feelings, but his reasons for being cranky were almost credible, so I had to
give him a pass.

Even thought not much happens, you get enough character development, yearning,
and Sou being very manly - oh la la! - to keep even jaded creature like myself happy.
Recommended!
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Flower of Life, Volume 1
Art and story by Fumi Yoshinaga
Published by Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Okay, this has to be the first manga that I've had to put the book
down to laugh. And it came out of nowhere. Well, not nowhere,
exactly, it was in a confrontation, that I can't explain without
ruining the surprise, that was suddenly howlingly funny. For that
alone, I can seriously recommend this book.

In "Flower of Life," HarutaroHanazono enrolls in a new school a month late and
introduces himself as a leukemia survivor. And then he has to make friends and kind of
falls in love with one of his school mates, who's a guy, of course. And Harutaro has a
wonderful sister who donated her bone marrow and is an amazing, almost poetic
lunch-maker. And they have a wacky dad and a mom who's in Spain teaching chicken
sexing (how to tell the gender of chickens [stop looking at me like that, it's the internet,
I have to explain these things]), and... and... And this book has a raging manga and
anime fan in it who's a surprise-a-minute and sexy and disturbing in measures that
cancel each other out, rendering him a cipher, with washboard abs. It's hard to explain:
this book is sweet, funny, and occasionally startling. And this is only Volume 1. So
there IS something to look forward to.
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Okay, I know it's shonen-ai, but Fumi Yoshinaga writes and draws the best women I've
seen in the genre. Her women are funny, sad, happy, angry, short, tall, fat, pretty, not
so pretty, smart, dumb, kind, cruel, you know, just like real women. And they are all
sympathetic, even the ones I didn't like (the creepy single mom writer in Antique
Bakery), they were still fully formed complex characters and even my dislike is
conflicted by their good points (even the creepy single mom writer had enough
endearing qualities and genuine love for her daughter under her overworked
frustrations and cranky chain-smoking turtleneck-wearing appearance for ten pages
that I could laugh at her since she was laughing at herself by the end of it).

So I do recommend "Flower of Life" volume 1 and am looking forward to the next two
volumes. I liked Yoshinaga's "Antique Bakery" series, but it took me a while to warm up
to it. Not so with FOL; it had me in the first two pages. And I still can't figure out if I like
the art or not. I feel very comfortable with it, so even though I perfer a harder edge to
my manga drawing, I lose myself in this art. I can't fault the flow of the drawings and
Yoshinaga takes her time telling the story. So, I like the art, it just doesn't make me
leap joyously around. Or something.
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Snow
A fantasy by Wheeler Scott
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

This has got to be one of the most beautiful and poignant books
I've ever read. It's basically a retelling of the Snow White story
from a gay point of view, but it has elements of other classic fairy
tales as well. The protagonist is a handsome young prince with
the requisite hair as black as night and skin white as snow, but

after the death of his beautiful mother following a pregnancy of thirteen months, his
grieving father exiles him to a lonely tower with his nurse, just like Rapunzel. An
element of Cinderella is introduced when the king remarries, but the stepmother soon
kills herself, driven to madness by the constant falling snow and never ending cold that
envelops the land since the queen's death. She leaves behind her two grown children,
a beautiful blond brother and sister who seem to be twins, they're so close. Unnaturally
close; they're incestuous lovers who share lovers as well. And they covet their
stepfather's throne, so much that they seduce a lonely huntsman and persuade him to
take their teenage stepbrother into the woods and make sure he never comes back.

But young David (his nurse could never remember the long string of noble names he
was baptized with), protected by his innocence as well as his beauty, manages to
escape his fate. Like Snow White, his would-be murderer takes pity on him because of
his innocence and beauty, so instead of killing him he merely abandons him in the
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middle of the snowy woods, convinced that no living thing could survive in all that
snow. But David survives and thrives, after he's picked up by a grouchy miner named
Alec who takes him to his village far away, where he learns about love and basic
housekeeping skills. He and Alec settle in together quite happily and look like they're in
for a happily-ever-after ending, until Michael, the king of that land, learns of David's
presence there. King Michael used to be Alec's lover when they were both young
enough to think they could change the way things were. But they couldn't, so they split
up. Now he's so enchanted by the handsome young prince in exile, to say nothing of
his supposed magic over the weather (it hasn't stopped snowing in his homeland since
he left) that he simply takes him from Alec, thereby breaking Alec's heart twice in a
lifetime.

The lovers eventually reunite after both supposedly get what they deserve: David gets
a home in a castle as grand as the one he was born in, with a rich, handsome king to
love and protect him; Alec finally escapes the mines he was brought up to believe that
he could never leave and has a brief, successful career as a singer. But neither one is
truly happy without the other. Strangely enough, only after David's evil stepsiblings
send a poisoned present to him on the day he is made Michael's consort do things start
going right again. There is a happily-ever-after ending after all, but not for David and
Michael. Which is as it should be, in a real fairy tale.

There is more romance than sex in this story and most of the really sordid stuff is done
by the straight characters, David's stepsiblings, who give love a bad name Bon Jovi-
style. Oddly enough, Scott never gives them names. After you get to know them, you'll
be thankful you're not on a first-name basis with this poisonous pair. They make
Cinderella's ugly stepsisters look like Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen, while they were on
"Full House". The sex between David and Alec looks relatively innocent by
comparison, though I was puzzled by the description of their first time together. Scott
doesn't make it plain whether they did it front to back or face to face. Their subsequent
sexual encounters are equally confusing, but nothing that a little imagination can't
overcome. All in all, a lovely story; I'd give it a 9 out of 10 for originality, despite the
many echoes from other beloved classic fairy tales.
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Riding Heartbreak Road 
By Kiernan Kelly
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

This book isn't bad.

"Riding Heartbreak Road" has well-described, functional
characters. The lead character, Jake Goodall, is a bull rider. He's
stuck in the small time, hopes to win a championship someday,
but that requires money, and wins, and sponsorships. And he's
gay, and stuck in a small town that sounds like it might have an

active mission of Westboro Baptist there; he can't even get a date if he wants to keep
his head on his shoulders.

Not until rich young executive Brent Miller's Beamer breaks down in town, and he's
stuck for three days waiting for a part. He walks into the local bar, and he and Jake
walk out together. There's camping, sex, bull-riding, sex. There's gay-bashing, a long
painful recovery, and then Brent buys Jake a ranch and it's all heaven from then on.
The bad guys get what's coming to them, the lovers are publicly vindicated, and Jake
gets his championship buckle.

It's romantic, it has enough exposition to make it interesting but not dull, and I learned a

http://www.torquerepress.com/cart/cart.php?m=product_list&c=1053
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.torquerepress.com/cart/cart.php?m=product_list&c=1053
http://torquerepress.com/


Archived Entry - 02/04/2007: "e-Book review: Riding Heartbreak Road"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000698.htm[4/27/2019 3:05:20 PM]

little about bull-riding. It's absolutely readable.

Replies: 1 Comment

I found Riding Heartbreak road an extremely good read, from the moment I started it I
couldn’t stop reading. Although the genre of the book is something I normally don’t
read and a friend told I how good it was, I gave it a try and I am not regretful. This is an
author that I will have no problems purchasing additional stories from.

Posted by Sara Williams @ 02/09/2007 11:33 AM PST
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Personal Leave
A Jarheads Novel
By Sean Michael
Published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

I'm not a writer. What little I know about writing a decent story I've
learned from reading and from friends. One thing I learned, one
thing that really stuck, was that stories have to be about people.

This story is not about people. It's about two dicks, and how their
owners use them. It's so mechanical, so predictable, and so

without any hint of erotic attraction that I can't say it worked for me as pornography. It's
more like a badly-written how-to novel that leaves out the most important instructions.

The two guys in this book reliably make it for seven or eight pages. Then we have a
few pages of Real Life – dinner, parents dying, that sort of thing – before they're at it
again. And again. And again. Using the same words (and if the words 'fuck' and 'suck'
were taken out of the language, this book would be about three pages long), doing the
same things.

The author mistakes using sentence fragments for expressing strong emotions. It gets
annoying. Even big, tough marines use full sentences sometimes, even while having
sex.
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The author has included so little description of anything – settings, characters,
backgrounds – that it's like crouching in a hotel hallway and listening through a total
stranger's keyhole. And the people you're listening to speak in shorthand. You know
nothing about these people except that they have sex a lot, and nobody – the author or
the characters – are going to give you any information. They're too busy, and after a
while, you get bored and go away.

I did.
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BLEACH 01 DVD
Released by VIZ Media

Review by Richard Mellott

When I first accepted this mission, it was with great trepidation.
The extent of my memories of other Manga-turned-movies was
limited to Spirited Away. This famous animated movie "... is a
2001 film by the Japanese anime studio Studio Ghibli, written and
directed by famed animator Hayao Miyazaki. Spirited Away was
named Best Animated Feature at the 75th Academy Awards,"
according to my search engine blurb. Spirited Away, the dialogue
of which I found childish and often incomprehensible, set the
standard, so I was not impressed with anime back in its heyday.

With that in mind, leap to Wikipedia's current entry on the evolution of the Bleach
manga. "The Bleach manga was first released in August of 2001 in Japan's Weekly
Shonen Jump magazine. New Japanese chapters are featured weekly in the same
magazine; 260 chapters have been released as of January 26, 2007. The manga has
been compiled into 25 tankobon by Shueish. The first volume of the manga has sold
over 1.25 million copies in Japan, and the series as a whole has sold over 34 million
volumes. In 2005, Bleach was awarded the prestigious Shogakukan Manga Award in
the shonen category."

Now, updated five years by leaps in computerized animation, it was refreshing to see
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that the characters had really teenager-styled conversations, vivid fast complete with
sarcasm and eye-rolling "duh!" moments. While the premises are still supernatural, the
characters shine through in their genuine teenage angst-ridden dialogues. The first
four episodes of the TV series, with English language dubbing and recomposed by
native speakers, provide a thrilling peek into the beginnings of an epic saga that
continues to draw millions to its magic.

Bleach 01 has snappy drawings, and the action rocks with an authentic style that
makes for an entertaining visual treat. Style points are given for hair, clothing, and
damaged monsters. The characteristic transformed soul-eating "hollows,' who appear
and disappear in puffs of cosmic smoke, are huge, lumbering, armored behemoths,
way beyond Hulk's dimensions. They are still, however, capable of having complete
conversations, which helps to explain movement of the story line, with more
engagement by the viewers and mostly male readers; in Japanese, "Shonen" means
Boys'. The emotions of the main characters are explicitly, yet subtly played out over
their well-drawn faces. What will really appeal to the English-speaking viewer is the
easy access to chapters and episodes, and not having to read subtitles. Everyone
knows boys hate to read, right?

To the manga-mad fans that insist on reading backwards, the Bleach manga series is
extremely available and massively popular. One of my students at the middle school
where I teach (Yes, I have a day job.) has offered to swap the manga for the movie,
and yet he keeps forgetting to bring the coveted novels. He usually carries two or three
at a time, and tries to sneak them out during lessons. I tend to "wink" at this, as he
can't read forward worth beans. As an English teacher who is always looking for ways
to engage readers, the mangas I have seen my students packing have me fascinated;
the drama sustains their attention during the rougher vocabulary challenges.

My stepson knows of the series from his 30-year-old uncle in the Philippines ("He's
crazy about them!"), and he saw them first, while visiting there last summer. The TV
series this DVD comes from is extremely popular in the Anime devouring community,
Japanese teenagers, many miles and culture-shock-waves away.

Get them, enjoy them, and share them. The Anime craze has come into the
mainstream, and popular culture has not yet diluted their crazy author's potent
graphics and stylistic stories of super-heroes from the dark side. Don't forget the game
cards, tee-shirts, magazines, online fan clubs, chats and forums. You gotta get them
all, and Bleach is the bomb...where'd they get that name?
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Eternal Darkness
Edited by Rob Knight
Published by Torquere Press, October 2006.

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

As a constant reader, my needs are simple. Just give me
romance, sex, fantasy and the supernatural, not necessarily in
that order. So it was with wonder and relief, also not necessarily
in that order, that I undertook to review this latest e-book from
Torquere Press. My first impression of this book was that it would

contain a lot of stories about pissed-off vampires who became blind as a result of an
enemy's attack or a curse, who spend eternity preying blindly on all mortals to get back
at the one mortal who blinded them. It turned out to be a lot more interesting than that!
True, there were some stories about decadent, ageless playboys who spend their days
just laying about letting their portfolios grow and their nights pursuing hot young men.
But even they eventually succumb to the charms of that one special man who makes
eternal life worthwhile.

The most memorable stories, in my opinion, are those by Sara Bell, Jennifer Joyce,
Syd McLinley and BA Tortuga. Like every story in this anthology, the protagonist is a
blind vampire and the plot revolves around how this particular vampire copes with his
blindness. But each author depicts vampires in her or his own special way; not all the
vampires are evil, though they have done evil things in order to survive, like all
predators. Sometimes evil things have been done to them, whether earned or
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unearned, and it's up to the hero to save the vampire from his eternal darkness of
despair.

"The Hit" by Sara Bell, is the most whimsical story, about a hit man in New Orleans
who's a witch and discovers that the man of his dreams not only exists, but is an
enchanted vampire prince who needs his help to regain his stolen birthright. I really
enjoyed this one; it was silly, yet profound, with enough humor, fantasy, romance and
pure sex to satisfy even my exacting standards.

"A Light to His Darkness" by Jennifer Joyce, is one of the more poignant stories; the
protagonist, called simply Pierre, lives comfortably in the cellar of a noble family's
house in Renaissance Europe, having managed to become their patron in some
mysterious way, thereby requiring them to treat him with great respect, calling him
"Master" and pledging their lives and service to him from birth. He still hunts by night in
the local village, but doesn't kill anybody, merely leaving them with sexy dreams after
drinking from their sleeping throats. He's also a gifted musician who plays the lute
beautifully, winning the heart of his host family's only son, Jean-Pierre, named after
him in tribute. When the beautiful, blind master refuses to "see" young Jean-Pierre as
anything but the child he once tutored in music (he doesn't prey on his host family),
Jean-Pierre becomes determined to seduce him, and receives tutoring in the facts of
life from another sexy young mortal, after his father takes him and his elder sister to the
city so they can meet potential mates from good families (marriage was big business
back then and had very little to do with love). He uses this newly acquired knowledge
to prove to Pierre that he's a man now and worthy to be his lover. It doesn't take much
persuasion to prove to Pierre's satisfaction that Jean-Pierre is indeed a man, to his and
the reader's delight.

Having all eternity in which to accumulate wealth through your investments can be
boring, as well as liberating. Using that wealth to find and aid your chosen lover can
bring you as much satisfaction as revenge, as we learn in Syd McGinley's "Blinded by
the Light", set in New York City, which takes its title from the Springsteen song of the
same name. A villainous vampire uses sunlight to burn out the eyes of Zeke, a lictor
(vampire hunter) who was tracking her, after turning him into one when he fell into her
clutches. She sings a verse from it to taunt him while he lies chained and screaming
with the sunlight falling into his eyes: "Mama always told me not to look into the eyes of
the sun, but Mama, that's where the fun is!" She gets hers after he escapes with the
help of a Gollum-like imp named Tigs, who's also her prisoner; our hero is the only one
who treats him with kindness, thereby earning his gratitude, like all fictional monsters.
After giving the vamp a case of terminal sunburn with Tiggy's help, our hero lives a
feral life on the streets, preying on bums and winos with the imp's help, until he's
picked up by a more experienced and affluent vampire named Marco, who offers him
shelter and training on How To Be A Vampire in return for hints on how to fight the
lictors. Desperate for revenge on Shelby, the vampire who made him, as well as her
clan, which killed his lictor partner and lover, Zeke agrees. Each vampire thinks that
he's using the other; neither of them realizes that he's falling in love with the other.
Another whimsical vampire story in a humorous vein, with a sad ending that finally
brings the two vamps together after a mutual loss.

The most poignant story in this collection has to be Tortuga's "Guapo"; it's about
Dieter, a handsome, white-haired German vampire in Los Angeles, who starts out
stalking young Mexican-American artist Javier, called Mago, and ends up falling for



Archived Entry - 01/24/2007: "e-Book review: Eternal Darkness"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000695.htm[4/27/2019 3:05:30 PM]

him. "Guapo" is Spanish for handsome; it's the nickname that Mago gives the tall,
dignified older gentleman after picking up the cane the blind man "accidentally"
dropped when Mago walked by the doorway where he lurked, waiting for a new victim.
"Mago" means magician, which refers to both his artistic talent and his ability to make
the ancient, blind vampire fall in love with him. They share takeout food and hot nights
together; Dieter even poses naked for Mago, like Kate Winslet did for Leo DiCaprio in
"Titanic". Unlike those doomed lovers, these two do get a chance to be together for the
rest of their lives after Mago meets his fate, ironically not from the fangs of his undead
lover, but from the handgun of a common mugger.

Altogether, this was a most satisfying read. I heartily recommend it, if only for the
aforementioned stories that I liked most.
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Law of Ueki, Vol. 3
by Tsubasa Fukuchi
VIZ

Buso Renkin, Vol. 1
by Nobuhiro Watsuki
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

Buso Renkin may be the first manga ever to
provide a good reason why its female lead
must always wear a miniskirt. The heroine
Tokiko uses a magical weapon called the
Valkyrie Skirt, which consists of four

articulated robot arms with swords at the ends. Visually it reminds me of the
mechanical arms of Doctor Octopus in the Spider-Man comics, but in an odd and
disturbing twist, the appendages do not attach to Tokiko's torso, but instead emerge
from her thighs. Since those giant arms would never fit beneath jeans, a miniskirt is the
practical choice.

But as soon as I saw the Valkyrie Skirt, I knew there was something wrong with this
manga. In a plot that feels slightly borrowed from FullMetal Alchemist, Tokiko and
Kazuki -- a boy whose magical weapon is a lance -- use alchemical magic and do
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battle with a series of homonculus foes. (At least they are not searching for the
Philosopher's Stone, and Tokiko is not a spirit attached to a large suit of armor.)
Unfortunately, the weapon design gives Tokiko a creepy, inhuman, insectoid quality
that would work better for a villain than for one of the main heroic characters, especially
since the author intends some romantic tension between Tokiko and Kazuki.

The other character designs show more potential, but rarely materialize as more than
decorative flourishes. For example, in one scene Kazuki battles a homonculus who can
take the form of a giant frog. This could lead to some interesting questions: will
Kazuki's lance be an effective weapon against him? Will the frog homonculus have
appropriate special abilities like poisonous skin? Will he be able to attack with his
tongue, or avoid Kazuki's lance with giant leaps? But the story does not explore ideas
like these. Kazuki destroys some mini-frog henchmen with some "energy" from his
lance, then smacks the boss down with a mighty blow. Substitute an armadillo
homonculus and give Kazuki a magical baseball bat, and the battle would have been
exactly the same. Watsuki's art is as well-executed here as in his Rurouni Kenshin
series, and the character designs look cool, but they do not seem to have much
meaning.

By contrast, The Law of Ueki gets a lot of mileage out of its quirky characters and their
wacky powers. Its art is not nearly as polished as Buso Renkin's, and its fighting-
tournament plot is one of the most overused manga cliches, but it makes up for these
deficiencies with cleverness. Ueki has the ability to turn trash into trees, and his
opponents have equally crazy talents: one boy can turn his own head into diamonds.
But these powers are more than just one-line jokes. The competitors have to invent
uses for their own abilities and counters for their opponents' powers. Ueki runs into
trouble if he ever runs out of trash, and he must find ways to make tree-creation into an
effective tactic.

In this episode, Ueki has to fight Robert Haydn, a vicious competitor whose ability
involves making things heavy or light. Ueki tries to clobber him with a tree, but he
makes the tree light as a feather before contact. Ueki follows up by sending a vine-like
tree spiraling at Robert, but this time he makes it so heavy that it falls to the ground
before it reaches him. Robert makes Ueki so light he floats up into the air, then forces
him to fall from a great height. Ueki seems to have the answer for this when he creates
a tree on the ground to break his fall, but Robert lightens that tree so it floats away.
This back-and-forth battle of wits makes the manga a lot of fun to read.

Reading these two manga one after the other made me wish for a book that would
combine the best aspects of both of them. A story by Tsubasa Fukuchi with art by
Nobuhiro Watsuki would make for a manga I would rush out to buy. But of these two
books, I would recommend The Law of Ueki as a funny, creative story. I hope Buso
Renkin improves to the level of Rurouni Kenshin, because I really like Watsuki's art.

See also:

Law of Ueki, Vol. 1 (DVD) review by Tom Good
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Rurouni Kenshin: Voyage to the Moon World
Original Concept by Nobuhiro Watsuki
Written by Kaoru Shizuka
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

This novel based on the Rurouni Kenshin manga actually
consists of two separate stories, each involving a different work of
art. In the first story, the swordsman Kenshin and his friends try
to recover a stolen copy of Jules Verne's From the Earth to the
Moon, and in the second the plot revolves around a woodblock
print called a nishiki-e. Both tie into the history and politics of
Japan. Both are also new stories, not rewritten episodes from the

manga, which ended its run last summer.

I liked the use of the Jules Verne novel and the characters' reactions to it, especially
their discussions about the feasibility of a trip to the moon. Many stories about
Japanese history either ignore the rest of the world at the time, or consider only the
military and technological influx from the West. It was refreshing to think about the
influence of European science fiction on the people of 19th century Japan.

The Rurouni Kenshin manga was full of action, visual style, and impressive fight
scenes. This gives the novel a lot of expectations to live up to, and for the most part
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the prose is up to the task. One memorable scene, a showdown between Japanese
swordsmanship and Western-style fencing, will keep martial arts fans captivated.

But there are also some stiff transitions where the story shifts gears into explaining
historical background. The facts are interesting and the background helps the reader
make sense of the plot, but it still feels a bit like a history textbook. Because the
material did not seem to be related from the characters' perspective, it felt like a break
from the story, not part of it.

Despite this small shortcoming, this book still was a fun, quick read. I hope it will be the
first of many Rurouni Kenshin novels.

See also:

Rurouni Kenshin, vol. 10 review by Tom Good
Rurouni Kenshin, vol. 11 review by Tom Good
Rurouni Kenshin, vol. 15 review by Tom Good
Rurouni Kenshin, vol. 17 & 18 review by Kelly S. Taylor
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Time Lag
Story by Shinobu Gothoh
Art by Hotaru Odagiri
Published by June Manga

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Okay, let me see if I can explain this plot:

Shirou Sawaguchi is athletic, hot and sensitive. He's been hurt by
Satoru and is still brooding about it. Gary Cooper would be
perfect here. Satoru Tendou is artistic, romantic and suffering

from his unrequited, but hardly secret, love for Shirou. Jean Arthur or Montgomery Clift
would be great as Satoru. Seiichi Hiroi is sleek, hot and elegant. He's waiting for Satoru
to give up on Shirou and fall into his arms. This really wouldn't be a bad Plan B for
Satoru if he could see it. Cary Grant would be brilliant as Seiichi.

Then, a love letter from Shirou to Satoru arrives... THREE YEARS LATE, but it still
takes a while to get to the happy ending. See? Time Lag. Ta da!

Shinobu Gothoh also wrote "Passion," but I liked this story better. "Time Lag" rambles
a little, but not as much as "Passion," and I liked these characters much more. I was
slightly disturbed or annoyed by most of the characters' actions in "Passion," but in
"Time Lag," these are just sweet, wacky teens running amok and it's got a wonderful
screwball comedy feel to it.
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I liked the art in "Time Lag" more than I liked the art in "Passion," and even more than
"Only the Ring Finger Knows." I'll probably be lynched for that, but there you have it.
Hotaru Odagiri drew "Time Lag" two years before she drew "Only the Ring Finger
Knows," and (attention Kazuki lovers) you can see the prototype for Yuchi Kazuki in
Seiichi Hiroi. Seiichi is cooler and wickeder, but he's just as pretty as Kazuki.

Other than moms offstage, there are no females in this story.
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Kissing
Story by Teiko Sasaki
Art by Shoko Takuku
Published by June Manga

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Haru is shocked by the sudden confession from his best friend
Kazushi and the passionate kiss that follows! However, he can't
bring himself to see the perfect and widely admired Kazushi as
anything more than a friend. Determined to win Haru's admiration
and love, Kazushi steals a kiss every chance he can get. How

long can Haru ward of his increasingly strong and bold advances?

Well, it's yaoi, so you can guess how long Haru holds out.

Teiko Sasaki treats us to the story of two friends, now at university, who see each
other every day and have seen each other every day since childhood. So you'd think
Haru would have noticed his best friend was in love with him by the time this story
takes place. I found his homosexual panic unconvincing, but so did Kazushi, which is
probably why Kazushi never exactly gave up the chase. There're a few twists in the
story, and some character development, mainly due to Haru getting a clue about his
friend's life.

I liked Shoko Takuku's illustration on "Kissing" better than "Passion," but not much.
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Everyone looks a little feverish in "Kissing," but at least they don't look quite as
anorexic as they do in "Passion." I didn't especially care for the fashion in "Kissing," but
maybe that's how university students dress. However, putting one of the main
characters in pedal-pushers is unnatural.

There are some pretty hot smooches and sex in this book. It's rated YA, which I think
might be a misprint. It seemed more M to me, but I might be wrong about that.

There are no females in this story.
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Hero Heel, vol 1
Story and art by Makoto Tateno
Published by June Manga

Review by Ginger Mayerson

There's no business like show business, there's no business I
know. Add yaoi and stir.

So, Minami gets the lead role in a kid's superhero TV show and
is initially repelled and then intrigued by costar, Sawada's
homosexuality. Oh, come now, well, okay, for the purposes of

plot, I can go with this, but anyone who spends five minutes in show business is pretty
inured to gays of both genders.

I liked the plot and art of "Yellow," so, once I suspended my disbelief, I liked "Hero
Heel." I especially liked the Captain Harlock look they gave Sawada's character.
Mmmmm, gay Harlock, mmmmmm. Ah well, a girl can dream, can't she?

There's one female character in this story and she's a harmless idiot with a blow-up doll
figure, so you can ignore her. Hey, it's yaoi, like Calvin's treehouse: no girlz allowed.

Anyway, I liked this story and the good news is that this is only volume one, so there is
something to look forward to.
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Phantom Power Comics Podcast #5

Jenni Moody reviews Passion 1, 2, and 3, and Surrogates trade
paperback for J LHLS.

Please give her a listen.
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Everyday Spectres: The Collectors
By Camilla Bruce
A Torquere Press e-book, published November 2006

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Here I go again, reviewing yet another e-book by Torquere Press.
The story was short and sweet, so I'll try to keep my review the
same way.

First of all: I loved this little story! I mean that literally, it's only
fifty-seven printed pages long once you've downloaded it. So if anyone asks you what
it's about, you can say it's about 57 pages long. Okay, okay, I'll behave! "The
Collectors" is a modern fairy tale about dragons, knights and princesses, with one
important exception: all the main characters are gay males.

Our hero is an old dragon named Septarian, who passes as a middle-aged human
male by dint of disguise, not unlike the dinosaurs in Eric Garcia's dino detective series.
Except the dragons in Camilla Bruce's universe don't have to go to extremes to hide
their reptilian features, thanks to centuries of interbreeding with humans. Our hero
wears blue contact lenses over his silver eyes (which have vertical black pupils), ties
his tail to one leg with soft cotton strips before putting on his pants, which are
described as spacious (he'd probably be comfortable in baggy hip-hop clothing, if he
looked young enough to pass as a teenager), and his usually wrinkled white shirt (he
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prefers comfort to style) hides the lavender scales on his neck, shoulders and back.
There are purple streaks in his long, black hair, which hides his pointed ears, as well as
the pear-shaped diamond earrings he wears. After all, he is a dragon, a race known for
its fondness for jewels, as well as a jeweler who owns and operates an exclusive
jewelry shop known as the Dragon's Den, which he runs with his cousin Serena, a
beautiful redhead with red scales beneath her burgundy suit, which is carefully tailored
to hide her tail, and Cathleen, another she-dragon with white-blonde hair who ties her
tail up beneath a short skirt. (I wonder if she wears opaque pantyhose to conceal the
scales on her legs?)

In addition to being jewelers, the staff of the Dragon's Den are also collectors of a rare
essence which comes from princesses, male and female. Yes, according to Ms. Bruce
princesses come in both genders, and they don't have to be of royal blood to possess
the precious essence, which dragons milk from them (without killing them, happily) in
order to stay young.

But dragons aren't the only ones who collect essence from princesses; knights do too,
and they are no more human than dragons, even though they also interbreed with
humans. Naturally dragons and knights are bitter enemies in this universe, competing
to see who can collect the best essence from the most beautiful princesses. So when a
male princess turns up at a local ice cream bar - Nathaniel, young, hot and gay, and
positively reeking of essence - Septarian is forced to go hunting himself, since his
resident hunter Cathleen is obviously useless in this situation. Complications ensue
when a knight shows up to pursue the beautiful ice cream boy too; this particular knight
is the tall, dark and handsome Cid, who is also Septarian's ex-boyfriend. Yes, a dragon
and a knight once had a thing together, much to the dismay of both their families. It
didn't last very long, but it left them both with bittersweet memories, which affects the
way that Septarian approaches the beautiful Nathaniel.

So who ends up getting the princess, the dragon or the knight? All I can tell you is that
you'll be rooting for the dragon in this little fairy tale, and I mean "fairy" in the nicest
way. Camilla Bruce's humanoid dragons won me over as completely as Eric Garcia's
humanistic dinos, though I was a bit put off by the continuous references to hot young
men as princesses, even when they aren't gay. This story has both humor and
sweetness, and stretches the facts of the dragon and knight legend just enough to
enable you to take it seriously, the same way that Garcia manages to explain plausibly
why the dinosaurs didn't really die out but adapted to fit into a human-dominated
society. And the sex, needless to say, is both sweet and hot! It gets a bit complicated
at times, the way that interspecies sex usually does, but nobody gets hurt or killed, and
in the end they all, more or less, live happily ever after. And isn't that what's supposed
to happen in a good fairy tale?
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R.O.D.: Read or Die, Vol. 2
Story by Hideyuki Kurata
Art by Shutaro Yamada
English Translation and Adaptation by Steve Ballati
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

"Your actions amount to heresy. More to the point, they are
against school rules." - Read or Die

In this episode of R.O.D., history teacher Yomiko Readman uses
her mystical powers over paper to do battle with bullies, and also

investigates a secret underground library holding ancient Chinese texts of great power.
Yomiko is a bookworm whose magical abilities seem to come from her wholehearted
love of books.

The name Yomiko Readman kept making me laugh each time I saw it. Yomi means
"reading." Ko literally means "child" and is a common suffix for Japanese female
names, similar to the -y/-ie suffix in English names like Ally, Billie, or Carly. So Yomiko
Readman is a silly name that means the same thing twice, like Cat Feline.

Yamada draws Yomiko without the exaggerated sexuality that is common in female
manga characters. She avoids short skirts and low-cut tops, and has oversize geeky
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glasses, long hair, and conservative outfits. The appeal of the character design does
not depend upon -- to use one of Lene Taylor's memorable phrases -- "giant inflatable
tits." Yamada's art features plenty of graceful, sensual curves, but they occur in the
lines of Yomiko's overcoat, the flow of her hair, and her dynamic yet adorably awkward
poses. In another manga, Yomiko would probably be just a minor character, perhaps
the nerdy acquaintance of the alien-vampire-time-traveler-robot-ninja who saves the
world. But R.O.D. makes her the heroine, and I really liked that.

Prior to reading this manga, I had tried to watch a few episodes of the R.O.D. anime on
TV, but did not find it very interesting. This may have been because I had not watched
the show from the beginning and missed what was going on, but the show felt slow-
moving and aimless. I liked the manga much better, because it had plenty of action,
good art, and memorable characters.

Still, R.O.D. is not really a book to read for the plot. It has the amusing property that
each page taken on its own seems to make sense, but when you think back on the
whole thing it becomes a mess. Have you ever had a dream that seemed perfectly
logical while you were having it, but when you tried to explain it to a friend it suddenly
sounded completely crazy? The plot of R.O.D. is sort of like that. (Like that dream I
recently had where the obvious next step in my life was to adopt a baby gorilla.)

R.O.D. hints at a lesbian subtext to the relationship between Yomiko and Nenene
Sumiregawa, a student who is also a famous author. Yomiko is a huge fan of
Sumiregawa's writing, and seems attracted to her on more than just an intellectual
level. This is more apparent in Volume 1, where the two share a possibly-innocent kiss
and many suggestive glances. Here in Volume 2 Nenene does not figure into the story
until near the end.

The two even say in Volume 1 that they love each other, though what they mean by
that is open to interpretation: Yomiko could mean she loves Nenene as a writer, and
Nenene may love Yomiko's honesty and sincerity, but there is probably more to it than
that. Their relationship reminds me of the Xena/Gabrielle subtext in Xena: Warrior
Princess, in that it uses humor and ultimately leaves the interpretation up to the reader.

There are some comics I would enjoy even without the words, just for the way the
characters are drawn. Bucky, the cat in Darby Conley's Get Fuzzy, comes to mind as a
character I really like to look at. Yomiko Readman also fits into this category. Despite
some weaknesses in the plot, I found R.O.D. to be a very entertaining manga, and I
would recommend it.
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Trinity Blood: Chapter 2 (DVD)
Funimation
Trinity Blood Website

Review by Tom Good

"Thinking of things is your strong point. My strong point is not
thinking of things." -- Trinity Blood, Chapter 2

Trinity Blood seems designed to confound our expectations. The
post-apocalyptic future looks a lot like the past. The Pope is a
child, and priests can be robots or vampires. The hero, Abel

Nightroad, acts like a bashful geek most of the time -- when he isn't transformed into a
terrifying killing machine. And the sexiest character so far is a nun.

Sister Noelle is drawn like a stripper whose nun costume is destined to be on the floor
within minutes. Yet she also has the power to see feelings "in the way most people see
colors" and track where people have been. In the English dub, Christine Auten gives
Noelle a pleasantly sultry voice, but also conveys her thoughtful and sensitive sides.
This makes her relationship with Abel Nightroad convincing and interesting, as well as
funny. The skillful balance in this performance is just one reason why I enjoyed Chapter
2 even more than Chapter 1.

In Episode 7, "Never Land," flying fairy creatures attack shipping lanes off the coast of
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Albion. Their base is an island full of children, created by a menacing-looking scientist
named Professor Barrie. This is a reference to J. M. Barrie, author of Peter Pan. But in
the Trinity Blood version, Wendy and Peter are the tragic, suffering creations of the
twisted Professor, who was "performing illegal experiments." In this world, the Island of
Lost Boys resembles the Island of Dr. Moreau.

This is a clever and darkly funny episode, and one of the best line readings comes
when an outsider sees a group of flying fairies and prepares for battle, saying simply,
"Fairies . . ." But this word is said as if it names the most loathsome, treacherous thing
in the world. That single word made me laugh out loud. Of course, it is also hard to
resist lines like, "Tinkerbell coordination system, activate!"

Chapter 2 has the same great visuals that made Chapter 1 such a treat, along with
more character development and humor. I would definitely recommend this DVD and
this series.

See also:
Trinity Blood: Chapter 1 review by Tom Good
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Eternal Darkness
Edited by Rob Knight
E-book published by Torquere Press

Review by Lynn Loper

'Eternal Darkness' is a collection of stories about vampires, with a
nice little twist: they're all gay and they're all blind. And they all
have sex a lot, so there's the porn element.

The sex is – well, workmanlike. They get right to it. All the parts fit
into the right slots; every story includes everything you might want to read about. Or
do.

But the stories, and the characters...you'd think that a gay, blind vampire would have
led a different, more dangerous, more exciting life. Even the one who was born a slave
and buried alive has settled into a nice vampiric middle age with secure investments.
They have nothing better to do than cruise bars and coffeehouses, and they're always
waiting for that One True Love, the guy who wanders off with them and is willing – no,
eager – to be Changed, and live happily ever after.

There seem to be no disadvantages to this sort of life, except for one story's
description of a vampire's slow disintegration over time. I subscribe to the more
traditional view: you're alive, or you're dead (and I believe in an afterlife, so that colors
my attitude) or you're Undead, and Undead isn't a place where you want to be.
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In short, these authors have taken an interesting idea and made it kind of mundane.
Become a gay blind vampire, live a life of luxury, do whatever you want, die eventually
watching your mutual funds compound their interest. Feh. My suggestion: if you want
vampires, watch the 1931 'Dracula', the one without the soundtrack.
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Ranma ½: The Final Episode, (Vol. 36)
Story and Art by Rumiko Takahashi
English Language Version produced by VIZ, 2006

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

As devoted readers of my reviews know (or would know if there
actually were any devoted readers of my reviews) I luuuuuv
Rumiko Takahashi and of all my favorite Takahashi favorites, the
Ranma ½ series is my favorite-est. Therefore my expectations
were high when I picked up this the final volume of my favorite-
est favorite manga ever.

Takahashi herself pumps up the volume by putting a picture on
the cover that fans have waited the whole series to see -- reluctant fiancées Ranma
and Akane in full wedding gear. I won’t give away the end, but I will tell you that you
the cover is not simply part of a bait and switch ploy. You do get to see Ranma and
Akane in those lovely white outfits. Wedding invitations do go out. The ceremony…
Okay, I’m shutting up now. You have to read the manga to find out. To cut any stress-
inducing suspense out of this review, let me go ahead and tell you that I think you
should read the manga.

There are some manga series that I like because they are beautiful. There are some I
appreciate because they are innovative. Ranma ½, though, is a series that I have
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always loved because it was fun. While answering an interviewer’s question about why
she decided to use water as the agent of transformation for characters in this series,
Rumiko Takahashi replied, “I really liked it because it's idiotic and laughable. I wanted
to make Ranma a funny, kind of happy comic that can cheer up the reader…” And
cheer me up it does.

Part of the fun of Ranma ½ is its unpredictability. Rather than being located firmly in a
single genre, the series flips between being an action comic, a romance, and a
slapstick comedy. Rather than coming off as the schizophrenic mess it would under the
hands of a less skilled storyteller, this rotation between styles gives the series constant
variety and interest.

I think the genre switching works because it springs from the nature of her dramatic
personae. A classic Takahashi character has a conflicted nature. Not only do they turn
into pigs and girls and ducks and cats when water hits them in this series, they also
frequently have yin/yang oppositions in their own personalities. Akane, for example, is
a practical, tough, martial-arts obsessed tomboy who also has a romantic side and in
part wants to be a demure, soft-spoken housewife like her older sister. Ryoga, my
favorite of Akane’s suitors, is a solemn, serious, completely dedicated martial artist
who has no sense of direction and turns into vulnerable stammering idiot when he’s
around his true love. When talking about writing scenes between the two of them,
Takahashi said something that may reveal the motivation behind the serio-comic turn
in Ranma ½ . “I like the atmosphere when Ryöga tries to talk to Akane,” the artist told
her interviewer. “He really gets embarrassed or can't say what he wants to say. I get
embarrassed when I'm drawing a serious scene, so I ended up including a gag. This
applies to things other than love scenes. Sometimes, I draw a little gag at the edge of a
cartoon. I don't really care if anyone notices it or not.”

The contradictory, unpredictable nature of the characters give the series range and a
sense of joyous caprice. Getting those little gags that Takahashi tosses off to relieve
serious scenes adds surprise and depth. Priceless, as a certain popular commercial
would say.

Takahashi’s graphic style is deceptively simple. Her characters are drawn with bold,
spare strokes, but there are always delightful dashes of decorative detail. This volume
opens at the infamous springs at the Jusenkyo training grounds in China. Like all the
Jusenkyo episodes, the art style is enlivened with playful references to Chinese motifs
and designs.

The fight scenes practically fly off the page. Action sequences are filled with vigorously
rendered motion and dramatic poses that urge you from panel to panel breathlessly.
Takahashi is a veritable Shakepeare of onomatopoeia, crafting sound effects like
“Znnn,” “Hoosh,” and “Krii” that create a uniquely vivid aural vocabulary.

Best of all is Takahashi’s capability to manage pacing visually. A frenetic battle scene
will be punctuated with a “gag” pose that will bring the action to a sudden, hilarious
halt. Romantic frills and sparkles slow the story to a crawl then splinter into hectic
crowd scenes. It is easy to see that Takahashi already had several anime adaptations
of her works under her belt by the time she penned this volume. The graphics are
exhilaratingly cinematic.

The wait for this final volume has been a long one for American fans. Ranma ½ began
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to be serialized in Shonen Sunday in August of 1987. The final panels were published
in February of 1996. In 2006, we patient American fans are finally getting our hands on
this excellent English-language version.

Was is worth the wait? Oh, yes. Although connoisseurs will notice that the
action/romance/gags balance has by this point tipped towards a ratio that would be
more typical of Inuyasha, Ranma ½ goes out in high style. Don’t expect every plotline
to be neatly tied up. Don’t anticipate that every character arc will be given a full stop.
Do plan to be energized, amused, and delighted. Read this last volume of Ranma ½. I
think that --just as Rumiko Takahashi intended -- it will cheer you up!

Replies: 1 Comment

I am a devoted reader of your reviews.
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Julius Winsome: A Novel
By Gerard Donovan
Published by The Overlook Press

Review by Kathryn Ramage

I probably shouldn't have read this book so soon after Tales of
Woodsman Pete. While I was reading Julius Winsome, a
sentence from my Woodsman Pete review kept popping into my
head: "It's a lonely existence... and it's made him a mite peculiar."

Julius Winsome lives a lonely existence in a cabin in the woods
with only two companions: a dog named Hobbes and the collection of books left to him
by his father. There was also once a girl-friend, who suggested he get a dog to keep
him company, and has since left him for someone else.

When Hobbes is shot by a hunter in the woods one day, Julius first tries to find out who
killed his dog. His efforts lead to nothing, and he begins lying in wait for hunters in the
wood, and shooting them; he asks each, "Did you shoot this dog?" before (or after)
they die. Eventually, he begins to believe that his old girl-friend, or the man she now
loves, are responsible for the dog's death and he plans his revenge accordingly.

This description admittedly doesn't make it sound like much--a murderer's activities
from his own point of view, and we've seen plenty of those before--but what puts this
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story into a class of its own is the literary side of it. The words and phrases of his
father's books, Shakespeare, Donne, Milton, and other classic works, form the
thoughts in his head as Julius moves though shock and grief, vengeance, loneliness,
longing and jealousy, and reflect the state of his mind as he moves away from sanity
and turns "peculiar."

The author also manages to develop a great deal of sympathy for his main character
before the killing spree starts. We see it through Julius's eyes, but the shooting of the
dog looks more like a deliberately act of cruelty than an accident, and the unseen idiots
who write remarks on the posters he puts up in town, asking for information about who
shot Hobbes, also look callous and cruel. Although I can't agree with the steps he
takes afterwards, I felt for Julius at this point.

Also, the ending of this story is nothing that I had anticipated.
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Trinity Blood: Chapter 1
Funimation
Trinity Blood Website

Review by Tom Good

In a future post-apocalyptic world, a vampire hijacks an airship
and threatens to crash it into the Vatican. So begins Trinity Blood,
the story of traveling priest Abel Nightroad, a Vatican agent and a
powerful weapon in the church's war against the vampires.
Nightroad has an affable, if a bit awkward personality most of the
time, but that all changes when he activates his "Cruznik"

nanomachines and turns into a type of vampire who feeds on other vampires. This
anime's great visuals drew me into the story right away and kept me glued to the
screen.

Based on a series of novels by Yoshida Sunao, Trinity Blood is full of historical
references. The hijacker in the first episode belongs to a group called the Fleurs du
Mal, which means "Flowers of Evil" and is also the name of a book of poems by
Baudelaire. Another secret society called the Rosen Kreuz appears later in the story, a
reference to Christian Rosenkreuz, the supposed founder of the Rosicrucians. And
ancient place names like "Londinium" and "Albion" add to the historical flavor, even
though the story takes place in the future.
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This DVD is a visual treat that deserves to be seen on a large HDTV. The 16x9
widescreen picture is filled with gorgeous colors and sumptuous, detailed backgrounds.
The animation shows a nice variety of pacing. Contemplative scenes combine slow
panning effects with sparse dialogue. But when the action scenes arrive they bring
high energy fights and gunplay, with a subtle hand-held camera shake effect that
cleverly adds to the feeling of danger.

The story line prompted my girlfriend to wonder why Catholic priests and nuns occur as
often as they do in anime, considering that Japan is not a predominantly Christian
country. Historically, when Japan was isolated from the rest of the world, some of the
few foreigners who did enter the country were Catholic missionaries. This may make
them the archetypal "exotic foreigner" in the Japanese imagination.

Also, much like ninja and samurai in American comics, Catholic priests not only
represent an exotic foreign tradition, but are also associated with a rich language of
visual imagery, including characteristic clothing, objects, art, and even architecture.
This makes them appealing as artistic subjects for the range of aesthetic possibilities
that they provide. Setting some scenes of Trinity Blood at the Vatican allows for
beautiful background art that would not exist if the characters gathered in an office
building.

The ending theme, "Broken Wings" by Tomoko Tane, showed off the singer's voice but
made me wish for a version with better English pronunciation. Still, that didn't prevent
the song from getting stuck in my head for days. I really liked the art, music, and
English voices in this DVD. It seems to combine aspects of some of my favorite anime.
The Italian setting and patient pace reminded me of Gunslinger Girl, and the
characters reminded me of Full Metal Alchemist. (Many of the English voice actors on
Trinity Blood also worked on episodes of FMA.) On the whole, this is a DVD I highly
recommend.
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May Bird: Among the Stars
By Jodi Lynn Anderson
Published by Atheneum

Reviewed by Kathryn Ramage

This is the middle book of a trilogy, a charming but quirky
children's story about a little girl named May Bird, from Briery
Swamp, West Virginia, who has been transported into the Ever
After, the land where dead people go, except that May is still
living. (This happened in Book 1, which I haven't read.)

This second book in the series follows up on May's adventures in
the Ever After as she tries to find a way to go home. The Lady of the North Farm, a
mysterious Mother Nature-ish figure who is known for her "Acts of great kindness and
similarly tremendous nastiness," has summoned May to her with to ask something of
her; she also has it in her power to grant May's wish in return.

The friends May accumulated in the first book accompany her, including Somber Kitty,
a balding cat whose dialog consists entirely of "Meow," which can mean a multitude of
things. Along their journey to the North Farm, they visit several strange and funny
ghoulish places like the Carnival the Edge of the World. The Ever After is an extremely
punny place: a town May and her friends pass through promises a Charbucks and
Skullbuster Video, and the theatre is showing Tomb With a View. They also have some
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harrowing escapes from dangers. May not only flees from the Bogey who pursues her
from the first book, but also encounters a new and deadly foe: Commander Berzerko,
who also happens to be a cat--the cutest, fluffiest widdle kitty ever seen.

When she reaches the North Farm, she finds that the Lady has an especially
dangerous errand for her, one that concerns the fate of Ever After. And will May be
able to return home afterwards, if she is successful? Well? we'll see.

Meanwhile, as May works to come home, Mrs. Bird back in West Virginia mourns the
loss of her missing child and begins a search to find May, which leads her into the very
swamp where May disappeared.

It's a book I think children of around 9 or 10 would enjoy, but this grown-up found it an
amusing read.

Replies: 2 comments

uhm.. can anyone tell me where could I buy this book(may bird among the stars)?? I
have read the first book and I really want to know what will happen to her.. will she
return to her home or not? ohh.. please tell me where could I buy this.. thanks!

Posted by Resha Mionette @ 12/19/2006 10:58 PM PST

If you click on the cover or the title link it takes you to

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/068986924x

We always put purchasing information on our reviews or an explanation of why we
couldn't.

Posted by Ginger @ 12/20/2006 11:09 AM PST
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Dr. DeBunko: Debunker of the Supernatural
by Chris Wisnia
Salt Peter Press

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

Here is a comic for the grouchy scientists among you. Chris
Wisnia, author of The Lump, has a new compilation of one of his
characters, originally featured in his faux yellow rag Tabloia. Dr.
DeBunko, sort of a PZ Myers-as-Caine-in-Kung-Fu, is a skeptic
that walks the earth attempting to disabuse the gullible of their
various harmful superstitions.

As Wisnia says, "I think this is a fascinating subject matter, that so many people
believe so many different things, and once they believe it, it’s almost impossible to
sway their views, even with facts. To each person, their “reality” is how they view their
world based on their beliefs. Whether it’s their belief in science, their particular religion,
UFOs and aliens, government conspiracies, miracle diets, Santa Claus, or whatever."¹

Indeed. Dr. DeBunko features 11 short comics, and in each the good doctor arrives at
the scene at the height of its hysterical pitch, as the citizens are convinced cloven
footprints mean Satan is dancing in a field or a burned body in a bed is a case of
Spontaneous Human Combustion. Dr. DeBunko slices neatly through the swirl of
superstition with logic, science-based explanations, and in each the villagers never
really seem to appreciate his no-nonsense explanations.

http://www.tabloia.com/
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.tabloia.com/
http://www.scienceblogs.com/pharyngula/
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And that's it. There's no actual plot to any of these stories.
Initially meant to be short little blurbs between chapters in
comics, Dr. DeBunko is limited to rubes presenting a superstition
(sex with Satan is a favorite theme), Dr. DeBunko shoots it
down, the crowd clings to its ridiculous beliefs, and Dr. DeBunko
manipulates the rubes into channeling their beliefs to a less
dangerous conclusion.

As Wisnia, in the voice of his exclamation point-addicted alter
ego, faux Tabloia editor Rob Oder, (Rob! Oder!) warns that you
may not want to read the entire comic in one sitting.

"...this is just way too much Dr. DeBunko to take in one sitting!
So a word of caution...Enjoy these pithy little presumptuous
stories the way they're meant to be presented....Swallow them
(or gag them down ) in small portions! Otherwise,they're simply
just too irritating, and you'll despise him as much as he despises
you! They're the perfect length to read while you're on the toilet!"

This is true, and I submit that Dr. DeBunko in the brown wicker magazine holder next
to the toilet beats the snot out of old Wireless catalogues.²

Incidentally, as Oder, Wisnia really lets himself go, especially when retorting to fake
letters to the editor criticizing the magazine or chastising Oder for debunking their
beliefs. Spontaneous combustion seems to be a particular pet peeve with him, and it's
great to read his rants against stubborn believers, even the ones he made up.

"Taking a science class, or just using a little common sense, may be quite valuable to
you! Here's how science works! You have to come up with a theory that's not imbecilic!
Also, the evidence has to support the theory, not contradict it!"

Although it's true that Dr. DeBunko works best in limited doses, you'll still get a certain
satisfaction from allowing Dr. DeBunko to occasionally speak for the part of you that is
contemptuous and impatient with those who insist on clinging to stupidity.

==============================
¹Contino, Jennifer M., "The Dr. DeBunko Is In!", Interview with Chris Wisnia, Comicon
Message Boards

²What happened to National Public Radio's gift catalogue? Have you seen it lately?
Last time I looked through it, back around '93 or '94, it was devoted to cheesy replicas
of Kokopelli. Then I looked at it again this year and it was all "Git R Done" tee shirts
and quotes from The Man Show. Seriously, who's their buyer now, Toby Keith?

==============================
May J LHLS also recommend Carl Sagan's The Demon-Haunted World: Science as a
Candle in the Dark.

http://www.comicon.com/cgi-bin/ultimatebb.cgi?ubb=get_topic;f=36;t=005749
http://www.comicon.com/cgi-bin/ultimatebb.cgi?ubb=get_topic;f=36;t=005749
http://www.thewirelesscatalog.com/cgi-bin/hazel.cgi?websource=google&source_code=R02GG1&keyword=500023
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kokopelli
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0345409469
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0345409469
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
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Project X Seven Eleven
by Tadashi Ikuta and Naomi Kimura
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

When I lived in Japan, I liked to stop by Seven Eleven and pick
up a rice ball snack called onigiri. I told a Japanese friend that
when I returned to America, I would suffer because the Seven
Eleven stores there wouldn't carry onigiri. He laughed and shook
his head. "Come on," he said, "there aren't any Seven Elevens in
America. It's a Japanese company!"

Of course, my friend was mistaken: Seven Eleven began in America before crossing
the Pacific to Japan. But the stores' great success in Japan convinced a native that
they must have been a home-grown idea. This manga tells the story of how a few
Japanese businessman discovered Seven Eleven in America, then struggled to adapt
the concept to Japan.

The quest-based story line here would not be out of place in a typical swords-and-
sorcery manga. The heroes journey to a distant, exotic, mysterious land (America).
They discover the existence of a closely guarded book that holds secrets of great
power: the twenty-volume manual detailing the operating procedures and trade secrets
of the Seven Eleven chain. Realizing that this artifact could bring wealth and fame to

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709580
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709580
http://www.dmpbooks.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Onigiri
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those who possess it, they overcome many hardships to obtain it. Finally, back at
home, they struggle to put this new-found knowledge into practice, and eventually they
triumph.

Most of the story takes place in the 1970's, and the characters are obsessed with
obtaining the special "American know-how" that will lead them to success. I find this
ironic, because in the 80's a fad for Japanese management practices swept through
American businesses, completely reversing this dynamic. In any case, after acquiring
the manual, the heroes find it full of "blatantly obvious points" and of little practical
value in Japan, so they wind up inventing their own solutions to distribution and
merchandising problems.

The real "magic" here lies in the Project X manga series itself: how does it manage to
make such seemingly boring topics so interesting? At heart, Project X Seven Eleven is
really just a business case study. As such, I'd expect to encounter it as a short article in
The Economist, not as a manga. But it actually makes for quite a good manga. I think
the secret of this series is that it treats business not as a collection of dry facts and
figures, but as the emotional roller-coaster that it often becomes. We see the hopes
and dreams, the fears and worries, that can keep a businessperson awake at night.
The ultimate threat is not a horde of monsters or a magical power, but the real
possibility of bankruptcy and disgrace. And that is pretty scary.
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VIZ releases BLEACH on DVD

VIZ just released the first volume of the BLEACH anime series on DVD. I have not
seen this DVD yet, so this is not a review, but I am interested in this release. The anime
series premiered September 9th on Cartoon Network’s Adult Swim, and follows the
adventures of Ichigo, a fifteen-year old student with the ability to see ghosts. The
manga series by Tite Kubo has sold over 33.5 million copies in Japan, and the series
has also spawned a variety of video games on the Sony PSP, Nintendo DS,
Playstation 2, and other platforms. 
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Maison Ikkoku, volume 5
DVD Collector’s Box Set
By Rumiko Takahashi
Originally released by Kitty Films 1986
English Language version produced by VIZ 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

You don’t have to be a Rumiko Takahashi fanatic to enjoy this
series, but it helps. If you loved Urusei Yatsura, Ramna ½ and
Inuyasha for the fantasy elements and martial arts and hoped to
find more here, then you will be sadly disappointed. However, if

you enjoyed the above for the humor and romance, then Maison has a chance.

Maison Ikkoku was Rumiko Takahashi’s first commercial success. The series is firmly
located in a genre of anime that doesn’t exist in U.S. comic art – the romantic comedy.
(The reason for this gap in the literary vocabulary of our native art is a complex topic
that deserves scholarly investigation. However, for the moment, suffice it to say that it
involves the fear of girl cooties.) As the back cover of this boxed set proclaims, Maison
Ikkoku is “a story which takes place in Japan. It is a love story. It is a story about life.”

In what has become a Takahashi’s trademark, there is a romantic triangle at the heart
of this comedy. Godai is a recent high school graduate who is having problems getting
into college. He comes to live at a rooming house run by Kyoko, an attractive young

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B0009E3306/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B0009E3306/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
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widow. He falls in love with her, but finds a handsome tennis coach named Mitaka is
courting her. Kyoko has feelings for both suitors but is still grieving for her husband.

For me, a large part of Takahashi’s absolute genius lies in how long she’s able to
maintain the dramatic tension of a romantic triangle like this one. Part of her success
lies in the internal ambiguity of her characters. A classic Takahashi character is truly a
creature of mixed emotions that prevent him or her from committing themselves despite
the depths of their feeling. Another element that helps maintain interest is the balance
of her cast. Godai/Kyoko/Mitaka is a triangle that works because you can see the
relationship working out well (and/or badly) either way. Although Coach Mitaka is not
the favored partner, Takahashi keeps him interesting and sympathetic enough to serve
as a real and viable alternative to Godai, who (like all Takahashi men) has his
problems.

The icing on the cake is Takahashi’s understated brilliance at creating a perfect,
unexpected, romantic moment. Although few and far between, these little jewel-like
instances of affection and understanding keep you invested in the torturously
unresolved relationships she concocts. Just at the moment when you think, “Oh,
they’re never going to get together” Takahashi tosses in a sweet, surprisingly romantic
scene that sucks you back in for another twenty episodes.

And, of course, when all else fails, she just makes up more characters. Maison Ikkoku
(the boarding house) is filled to the brim with an assortment of odd characters. True to
Takahashi’s love of punning, each of these has a name that connects him or her to his
room number. Godai, for example, stays in Room 5. “Go” is the Japanese word for the
number five. Each character also has characteristics linked to Japanese or Chinese
traditions and superstitions about each number. These boarders come with their own
baggage and manifestations of unsuccessful love geometry.

As if a boarding house full of eccentrics wasn’t enough to keep a writer busy,
Takahashi then has “guest star” characters to add complications. For example in this
collection of episodes, an arranged fiancée for Mitaka and a charming teacher who
works with Godai at a preschool are thrown into the romantic stew.

Like most of the other early Eighties classics I review, I have to warn the viewer that
this isn’t one you watch for the artwork. The graphics for Maison Ikkoku were middle of
the road quality at the time it was produced. Although lovingly restored, the art and
animation look desperately dated now. Watch it as a period piece. Watch it for the
story.

As frequently happens in multi-volume collections of anime TV series, buyers get
bupkis for extras in Volume Five. This boxed set touts itself on its cover as being a
“collector’s edition.” However, the only “special” features we get are the newly re-
mastered video with bilingual audio tracks and optional English subtitles. Takahashi is
one of the most popular and well-known anime artists in the world today. No
biographical notes? No interview? No liner notes that might clue the non-Japanese
speaking viewer into some of Takahashi’s wordplay? Not even a stinking image
gallery? Oh, c’mon, Viz! Don’t be stingy.

In conclusion, although Maison Ikkoku doesn’t have the fireworks of Rumiko
Takahashi’s later fantasy creations, it is a charming and clever show. The story is for
romantic comedy fans. If pressed to do so, I’d say Maison is comparable to a more
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slapstick version of “Friends.” If you like Takahashi zaniness, you will find it here.
However, be warned. No one turns out to be the reincarnation of priestess from
Japan’s feudal era. No one turns into an animal when hit by cold water. No one is
abducted by a rabidly jealous alien princess or any of her relatives…. Well, at least not
in Volume Five.
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Project X Datsun Fairlady Z
by Akira Yokoyama
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

In postwar Japan, corporate public relations did not yet exist in its
present form, and "the automobile was still widely considered to
be nothing but a motorized delivery cart." The idea of an
affordable, mass-produced sports car was still "an unrealistic
dream within a dream." But in this environment, a few visionaries
at Nissan Motors designed and created the car that would

eventually become America's best-selling sports car of all time: the Datsun 240Z
(known as the Fairlady Z in Japan). This nonfiction manga explains the history of that
car, from the origin of the name "Datsun," all the way through design, testing and
production.

Two of the heroes in this story are Yutaka Katayama, Nissan Motors head of
advertising, and Yoshihiko Matsuo, the young chief designer for the number 4 design
studio. Katayama developed his new ideas about public relations. In 1954, he
organized the first Tokyo motor show in Hibiya park, which attracted 550,000 people in
10 days. He also saw the potential to promote his cars by entering them in foreign
motor sports events and winning recognition by winning races. Matsuo, whose
bluntness got him labeled as a "problem worker" early in his career, gave the 240Z its
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distinctive look, and fulfilled his dream of making a car that would make America take
notice.

Though the plot incorporates trivia about design constraints and production materials,
the manga's artwork brings it to life as an engaging story, and not just a history lesson
or specification sheet. This volume was a page-turner of a read, as well as being
educational. I am becoming a real fan of this Project X series. Both this book and
Project X Cup Noodle were stories that would never have attracted my curiosity if they
weren't in manga form. But after reading them, I discovered that the topics were
interesting and well worth my time. Kudos to DMP for bringing this series to an
international audience.

See also: Project X Cup Noodle review by Tom Good
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J LHLS is pleased to present the winner of the 2006 Women
Comics Podcasters Grant:

Jenni Moody of the Phantom Power Comics Podcast

Please give her a listen. She's got fascinating things to say in a
great voice with excellent production values.
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Dr. Sketchy's Official Rainy Day Colouring Book
by Molly Crabapple and John Leavitt
Published by Sepulculture Books
Release date: December 6, 2006

Review by Ginger Mayerson

The official companion volume to the Williamsburg cabaret life-
drawing class that has become an international phenomenon! Dr.
Sketchy's Official Rainy Day Colouring Book is one part DIY
handbook, one part activity book on acid, and one part history of
the Sketch Revolution. To sweeten the broth, Molly Crabapple
and John Leavitt have added dozens of photos, paper dolls,

colouring book pages and puppets of Amber Ray, Lolita Haze, Little Brooklyn, Audra
Gwarskitty,and all your other favorite Dr. Sketchy's models.

This is going to be an adorable book. I know this because the advance copy I got is
adorable. It is indeed "... one part DIY handbook, one part activity book on acid, and
one part history of the Sketch Revolution" and has a bit of business savvy and good
sense tossed in here and there where it slides gently into the consciousness and will
be useful in all the readers' future endeavors. I loved the history, interviews, and
anecdotes very much and the paper dolls! I love paper dolls! I never cut them out, but I
love looking at them. There are all kinds of nifty drawings in it and some good advice,
too.

http://drsketchy.com/book.php
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http://drsketchy.com/book.php
http://mollycrabapple.com/
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Although I don't share Molly's distain for life drawing classes, I did enjoy this book.
When I modeled at Art Center, Otis Parsons, Disney, Warner Brothers, and various
other places in Los Angeles and surrounding, the mood was more serious. For
animators and art directors, it was about keeping up the purity of their art chops in
Hollywood. For students, it was about learning technique that was the foundation of
their art. It wasn't supposed to be fun anymore than playing scales is fun for musicians
or barre work is fun for ballerinas. It's not about the artist or the model or the teacher or
the venue, it's about technique. It's necessary if you're a serious artist, so you do it.

As a model, I would say that 90 percent of my experience was positive, but it was more
like church than party-time. I never had the body or the temperament to do the kind of
modeling Molly describes, but I did sit in art classes where guys like Harry Carmen,
Brune Hograth, Peter Liashkov, Joe Mugnaini, and many other great artists and
teachers were talking about art. I learned a lot about art, art history, and life in art in
those classes. I also learned from other models, most of whom were also in the arts. I
learned to look at art books for poses, I learned what was possible and what made
body parts go numb, I learned that a good pose for one class was not a good one for
another, and I learned when and how to say no to inappropriate behavior in modeling
situation and when to simply walk out. And when it all went right or mostly right, I could
feel like I was part of a creative process outside my own métier. That, to me, was the
most important part of modeling.

But things change and modeling as performance art is the in-thing right now, even in
LA. Do we have burlesque in LA? I wonder. So, I highly recommend Molly's book
because it's fun and fun is good.

You can read Molly Kiely's interview with Molly Crabapple for J LHLS here.

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 11/24/2006: "Book review: Dr. Sketchy's Official Rainy Day Colouring Book"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000674.htm[4/27/2019 3:06:41 PM]

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 11/18/2006: "Comic anthology review: BAAU Down, Vol. 5"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000673.htm[4/27/2019 3:06:45 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Graphic story review: Tales of Woodsman Pete"] [Main Index] [Next
entry: "Book review: Dr. Sketchy's Official Rainy Day Colouring Book"]

11/18/2006 Archived Entry: "Comic anthology review: BAAU
Down, Vol. 5"

BAAU Down, Vol. 5
Bay Area Artists Unite Comic Anthology

Review by Tom Good

This comic anthology by the art club Bay Area Artists Unite
begins with Sandwich, a cute story about a daydreaming girl and
her snail, by Aranda Dill. From there it meanders through a
variety of artistic styles and formats, including pinups, manga-
style comics and even some photography. It provides an
interesting look at some work by young artists from the San
Francisco Bay area.

Video games and their signature characters appear in multiple stories. Evon Spengler
contributes a humorous take on Katamari Damacy. Alex Ahad tackles the moody
Shadow of the Colossus game using art full of nice soft gray tones, and a story with a
twist ending. And Kat adds a lighthearted comic about the game Ragnarok Online.

Studio Kyuu's skateboarding comic Grind continues with chapter 4, Crazy Beat,
serving up some skateboard kung fu fight scenes. I enjoy Grind, but find it hard to
follow an ongoing story in a book that only comes out once a year. Previous chapters
can be found online though.

Porku and Afuji's "4panels and Pin-ups" piece was fun, featuring a nice mixture of

http://baau.syste.ms/down.html
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http://studiokyuu.com/grind/
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fantasy, goth, and manga elements in the pin-ups, and suitably minimalist gags in the
4-panels.

It is great to see this club continue to publish their art and give those of us outside the
Bay Area a look into their local scene.

See also: Review of BAAU Down 4

Replies: 1 Comment

If anyone has any information on how to purchase this title, please let us know. We'd
like to include that information in the review.

This is a wonderful book and I was lucky enough to get my copy at AX 2006, but other
than tracking BAAU down at a convention, I've no idea how you can get your hands on
a copy of your own. A shame that, really.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 11/21/2006 09:59 AM PST
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Tales of Woodsman Pete (with full particulars)
By Lilli Carre
Published by Top Shelf Productions

Review by Kathryn Ramage

The Tales of Woodsman Pete is a collection of darkly humorous
short comics, or graphic vignettes, most of them only 3-4 pages
long, all about... well, Woodsman Pete.

Woodsman Pete, you may infer from his name, lives in a cabin in the woods. It's a
lonely existence, far away from the outside world, and it's made old Pete a mite
peculiar. He keeps a tally of the years by chopping off lengths of his beard and nailing
them to the wall. His dearest friends are his taxidermed animals, especially a bearskin
rug named Phillippe and a family of moose-heads on the wall whom he confides in and
tells stories to.

He once had a wife named Martha, but exactly what happened to her is not clear; we
hear more than one story of her fate, none of which actually explains why she seems
to be down the well. It's all very weird, twisted and strange, and extremely funny if you
like that sort of thing.

Interspersed between Pete's stories are some equally brief vignettes of the legendary
Paul Bunyan, talking things over with his pal, Babe the Big Blue Ox, watching sunsets,

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1891830848
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going out on disastrous dates with regular-sized women. "I feel a bit like, what's his
name? Of From Mice and Men," Paul confides to Babe. "I've mistakenly crushed some
very pretty women."

The two converge in the longest piece in the book, in which Pete tells Phillippe a
bizarrely poignant story about Paul Bunyan and how the great salt hills where people
preserved things (like fish and old relatives) became the ocean.

Replies: 2 comments

I picked this up at the Stumptown Comics Fest in Portland, OR, and I like the art and
quirky stories.

Posted by Tom @ 11/17/2006 07:50 AM PST

"Quirky" is a good word for it! Ms. Carre seems to have an extremely off-beat sense of
humor.

Posted by Kathryn @ 12/03/2006 10:02 AM PST
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José Guadalupe Posada: 150 Years 
Artemio Rodríguez, Editor
2003 by La Mano Press

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

Everyone who celebrated the Mexican holiday Day of the Dead
last November 2 owes a debt to José Posada. The 19th century
printmaker’s etchings of creepy but playful skeletons, or
calavera, are such a common household decoration it can be
difficult to remember that they had an original creator.

José Guadalupe Posada’s artwork was pervasive in Mexico in the 19th century. At his
peak, the peasant-born, working class Posada illustrated text for 12 newspapers, as
well as issuing broadsheets, sensationalized handouts that played up the general
public’s taste for the lurid, describing in breathless detail murders, grotesque births,
and sightings of the devil, as well as poking fun at corrupt political figures. In fact,
Posada’s use of skeletons to represent corruption predates more well-known
expressionists.

Although somewhat unknown in the United States, there has recently been a revival of
his work in Mexico. Artists such as Diego Rivera have cited Posada as a primary
influence, and at last his work has begun to be elevated from commercialized folklore
to the respect it deserves, and his influence in shaping modern Mexican art is

http://www.dh-stores.com/uCatalog.aspx?mid=9&pid=296
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acknowledged.

Posada did face obstacles to getting critical acclaim for his work. Then, just like now,
there was a tendency to dismiss popular cartoonists as not being serious artists.
European art was considered the standard of fine art, and most Mexican artists
emulated their style rather than embracing the aspects of their culture and creating a
unique style that is distinctly Mexican. Posada was the first to do this.

Still, the influences of European art are still present in his work, giving his etchings the
feel of an Edward Gorey sketch crossed with Medieval European Catholic art. The
result is often so deliciously creepy that to this day Posada wipes the floor with any
Goth.

Editor Artemio Rodríguez's choice to group Posada's etchings into thematic categories
gives the reader a chance to see the evolution of his printwork, from the earlier
etchings to his later years, when the detail of his work is breathtaking. Page 77 shows
a cartoony etching of a man and woman embracing. The characters are very simply
drawn, and it seems the triumph is in creating the work at all rather than the work itself.
In contrast, an etching on the same theme done in later years on page 73 is quite
different. The man's hand is gently guiding the woman's lips up to his, her body is
leaning toward him, and his other hand is curled tenderly around her waist. Looking at
it, you forget how difficult the creating of it actually is, and are able to focus solely on
the passion leaping off the page.

His portrait of a circus actress (page 98) takes the art of European portrait painting, at
its zenith in the 19th century, and turns it into a purely Mexican creation. The result is
arresting, proving that Posada is indeed worthy of serious critical acclaim. His
preternatural talent for drawing out the core of humanity in all his artwork, be it dancing
calavera or a monk riding a bike, may have given strength to the popularity of the
broadsheets. As fantastical as the text was - the book is bilingual, showing the original
text with an English translation next to it - his illustrations often contained an essential
truth.

Despite the popularity of his work, José Posada died in poverty in 1913, at the age of
61, his body unclaimed. He was buried in a pauper's grave in the Cemetery of Dolores,
only to be exhumed seven years later and thrown, anonymous and unloved, into a
common grave. Such an insult to the artist whose work arguably had the greatest
impact on the Day of the Dead, a holiday devoted to honoring those who have passed.

But maybe, with the renewed interest in Posada's work, the honor will come when
anthologies such as José Guadalupe Posada: 150 Years are studied and admired for
the revolutionary artwork within.

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
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Going Down in La-La Land
By Andy Zeffer
Published by Southern Tier Editions

Review by Logan

Although I'm reviewing this "novel," I have to come clean. I didn't
finish it. But therein lies the review: it wasn't worth reading to the
end.

The title alone, "Going Down in La-La Land," suggests that this is
going to be a seductive tale of sex, lies, and porn in LA.

Unfortunately, the title is the most seductive and titillating experience in the book. I
thought writing about sex was a slam dunk. Apparently, even a sex novel can be
boring.

The first thing I found dodgy was that the author's name is Andy Zeffer and the
character's name is... Adam Zeller. Either the author is writing a complete piece of
fiction but couldn't come up with a unique character name, or this is an
autobiographical novel and Andy didn't want to use his own name. Either way, I had my
eyebrow raised from the beginning.

I realized only two chapters in, that this was just the author's chronicle of his move from
New York City to the porn capital of the world, Los Angeles. It read very much like a
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journal or diary: "first I did this, then I said this, then she did this, then she said this."
As I kept reading, I realized I wasn't going to get any glimpse into character
motivations, and there definitely wasn't going to be any character development.

The highlight of the 120 pages that I *did* read was the sex scenes. Andy/Adam gets
into porn, and tells the tale of his exploits. Unfortunately, I didn't even find these
"highlights" very intriguing or erotic. "First he sucked my dick, then I sucked his dick,
then I ended up with cum all over my face and chest." If tawdry sex scenes are your
motivation for reading this book, then I highly recommend going out to buy any gay
porn mag with a few stories in it. They'll be far better written, and have a far higher
likelihood of turning you on and getting you off.

This reminded me a lot of of "My Undoing" the autobiography of gay porn star Aiden
Shaw. Both were poorly written accounts of what it's like to be a gay porn star. Maybe
I'm just unimpressed because I've dated one before. And, in all honesty, just because
someone has sex on film does *not* make them an interesting person OR a good
writer.
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Congratulations to Karl Christian and his Byron comics. We always knew you'd hit the
big time someday.

Previous J LHLS reviews before Karl became such a big deal on YouTube:

http://liheliso.org/
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Schadenfreude! (the original Byron comic)

Putting Another Dark Cloud in the Sky

Angst Boy, numbers 4 and 5

You can get all these and more! by contacting Karl, um, through his LJ (I guess). I
know there's a spiffy reissue of Schadenfreude! and I'm pretty sure Karl has a few
Angst Boys etc tucked away somewhere.
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Freighter Flights
By Drew Zachary
Published by Torquere Press eBooks, July 2006

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

This is the second ebook I've reviewed for Torquere Press and I
have to admit that I'm a little disappointed. You would think that
as a fan of Star Trek slash fiction, I would be in my element
reading a gay romance set in a futuristic sci-fi universe.
Unfortunately, Drew Zachary's space opera hits only a few notes
and makes no attempt to develop anything beyond the

characters' relationship, which is purely sexual. In fact, this story comes very close to
being a PWP (as in Plot? What Plot?).

"Freighter Flights" starts out promisingly enough, introducing us to Will, pilot of the
Arillia, a profiteering ship that sails the space ways transporting any paying cargo it can
get. His description is vague, but I get the impression that he's young, tall, dark and
handsome. He also wears leather pants, which is enough to endear him to me. He's
looking for a "guts doctor", an engineer, to keep his ship flying, and finds one in the
spaceport bar where they're currently docked. This fellow's name is Tab, and his
description is also vague, aside from his distinguishing characteristics, which is a set of
mismatched eyes (one brown, one green) and a bad left leg that makes him limp. All
the other characters (and there aren't many) are described in the broadest possible
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terms, vaguely penciled in compared to the bold pen strokes the author uses to
describe Will and Tab. They are simply supporting actors for our heroes to interact
with, when they are not having sex with each other.

The sex was certainly hot enough, I can't complain about that. It came so often it was
almost monotonous. So did the arguments. When Will and Tab aren't fighting, they're
having sex. These guys have a love/hate relationship right from the get-go; they even
fight in bed! Mostly about who does what to whom in bed. As our tissue-thin plot
advances (I certainly can't say it thickens!), we find out that Will was abused in the
past, making him leery of being on the receiving end of anal sex. While Tab is a rough-
and-ready kind of guy who's not much for sweet talk or romance, making him the most
unsuitable partner for someone who craves tenderness to make up for all the
roughness he's had to endure. But he's so hot for Will's body that he's willing to change
his ways, at least a little bit. So Tab learns to take his time during sex instead of diving
right in, while Will learns about the joys of bottoming with someone who does it right.

I can't say this story goes anywhere beyond the fictional spaceports the Arillia parks at.
Even an attack by space pirates, during which Will is abducted and raped, didn't raise
the excitement level more than a couple of notches for me (I'd rate it a 7 on a scale of 1
to 10). But it does teach Tab to be more patient and less argumentative while Will is
recovering from the experience, so I guess it wasn't all gratuitous sex for its own sake.

All in all, "Freighter Flights" wasn't a complete waste of time, if you like hot sex between
men in a sci-fi setting. But if you care about things like plot and character development,
steer clear of it.
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Sakura Taisen
Story by Ohji Hiroi
2005 by TokyoPop

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

So, this is Manga. I’ve heard of it, but I’ve never read it before, or
even seen it, and didn’t know you read it back to front and right to
left. But ignorance has never stopped me from doing anything
before, so on with the review!

Sakura Taisen, or “Cherry Blossom War,” is a cute enough story,
and seems aimed at the young teenage set. The scene is set in

Tokyo, in 1921. Ensign Ogami, a young Navy man, is given what at first blush appears
to be a demeaning, insulting assignment: he is relegated to a theatre, and forced to
work as a ticket taker. Surrounded by spoiled young actresses all day, he grows
increasingly grumpy, feeling like his talent as a soldier is being wasted. During his stay
at the Grand Imperial Theatre, he notices that the young ladies, acting skills aside, not
only seem to be proficient at weaponry, but occasionally show the ability for telekinesis
as well. And there’s also the obligatory village getting attacked by monsters and giant
robots, too.

So, it’s cute enough, and quite readable, but since I was reading it primarily for review
purposes and not as a Manga fan, I felt like it was a waste of time. While researching
the book, I found that it was created by Sega, and the Sakura Taisen line is not only a
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Manga series, but started off as a video game, and became a live action stage show,
produced dozens of top-selling CDs, a tv show, and a line of snack food products.
Although the Disney corporation attempts the same sort of product marketing with their
young stars such as Hilary Duff, they can only dream of this sort of mass-media
saturation that the Tokyo-based companies have done.

As with almost all popular culture, I mostly don’t get it, and with Manga – at least, this
particular Manga, I found it kind of depressing. Sega doesn’t care if I like this Manga
book or not. They’re not calibrating their level of success by any sort of artistic merit.
They’re gauging their success by their profit margin, and their gross sales indicate
they’re very, very successful indeed.

The Manga parade is going to march on without me; in fact, I’m about the equivalent of
a bacterium perched on their ear – they won’t even know I’m there.

Good story, bad story, read it, don’t read it, it doesn’t matter. Sega won’t care.
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Only the Ring Finger Knows, vol 3
By Satoru Kannagi
Translated by Duane Johnson
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I love these novels... I love these novels... I love these novels... I
love these two novels (actually, they're novellas if that applies)
that make up OTRFK 3 - "The Ring Finger Falls Silent" and "Your
Confession in Both Hands" - very much. These titles puzzle me a
little, they're so much more lurid than what goes on in the books,

but that didn't interfere with my enjoyment of the stories. Nothing could interfere with
my enjoyment of these stories. And just to prove how tough I am, I have "Apocalypse
Now" going in the background and it's not even interfering with my enjoyment of writing
this review. Because... I love these novels... They make me happy.

The Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc. has done their usual stellar production job on
this book. It's close to three hundred well-bound pages, has beautiful color front and
back covers, two lovely color illustrations and a generous amount of wonderful black
and white illustrations throughout the book. As usual, the illustrations are by the
incomparable Hotaru Odagiri. I also love the translation and editing. Not only the
biggest, but also the smoothest read of the books so far. I was only jolted out of the
story a few times when the scene shifted suddenly, but I recovered easily, because... I
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love these novels...

I'm also very fond of Rachel Livingston of Digital Manga Inc., and she agreed to a little
email interview:

Ginger Mayerson: Did OTRFK 3 fly off the shelves, as they say, at Yaoi-Con this
year?

Rachel Livingston: Yes! We sold every single copy of the book that we brought.
And we had a lot of unhappy fans that didn't make it to the dealer room early enough to
grab a copy.

GM: I salute you and DMI on the translation and editing of this title. Were there any
particular heroes or outstanding events involved in producing it?

RL: Our production staff really stepped up the plate for this one. Novels are totally
different from manga and there is a pretty steep learning curve when it comes to the
editing and translation. A big thanks to all the fans who stayed with us through our
growing pains.

GM: Now that's I've read Rin! I'm even more in love with Satoru Kannagi's writing. Are
there any other Satoru Kannagi novels out there DMI and Juné might do America a
great cultural service (or at least a great cultural service to moi) by publishing in
English here?

RL: Novels in general have done really well for us. So we do plan to add more to our
release schedule in the future. You will have to keep an eye out for announcements to
see if there are any Satoru Kannagi titles...

GM: I loved the writing on "Time Lag." Are there plans for any yaoi novels by Shinobu
Gothoh? Or any other authors in the yaoi genre?

RL: We do have plans for more yaoi novels. We recently announced Ai no Kusabi at
Yaoi Con 2006.

GM: After reading "Time Lag" and the OTRFK novels, I'm more impressed with Hotaru
Odagiri's artwork. Doesn't matter who the writer is, it could be Colonel Kurtz for all I
care. Are there any more manga with her artwork in the DMI and Juné pipeline?

RL: I will see what I can do.

GM: I'm still bummed I wasn't quick enough about getting a con rate room this year
and missed Yaoi-Con. Because I live to be in with the in-crowd: did I miss anything I
should know about?

RL: You missed Toko Kawai in a lovely kimono. Actually she doesn't like wearing
western clothing. So she draws manga while wearing a kimono. Other events that were
spectacular were of course the 801 Media Inc panel and the June by DMP panel
(shameless plug!).

GM: Thanks, Rachel!

Only the Ring Finger Knows, Volume 1 - Only the Ring Finger Knows
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Only the Ring Finger Knows, Volume 2 - The Left Hand Dreams of Him
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The Homeless Channel
by Matt Silady
Sunday Morning Comics

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

When I was about thirteen or fourteen, I overheard my tennis coach, Mark, and his
assistant, Tim, talking about a girl who had just stopped by the front desk at the tennis
center to schedule a lesson.

"Do you think she's pretty?" asked Mark after she left. "I can't tell."

"Mmm, I don't know," said Tim. "I think she just missed."

I have no idea why this little snippet of conversation stuck around in my brain for 23
years, unless it stayed specifically to provide me with an apt analogy for what I feel
about Matt Silady's graphic serial novel The Homeless Channel.

Darcy, an up-and-coming eager young TV producer successfully pitches a television
channel that "maintains both profitability and social responsibility," featuring socially
conscious programming in the day, and at night training the cameras on the homeless.

The network executives, seemingly not bounds to the same rules of reality as the rest
of us, buy her pitch and put her at the helm of a new cable station, "The Homeless

http://www.mattsilady.com/
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.mattsilady.com/


Archived Entry - 10/29/2006: "Comic review: The Homeless Channel"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000665.htm[4/27/2019 3:07:13 PM]

Channel," to draw attention to the realities of life on the streets. The caveat is that they
give her a minder in the form of a hot Suit, whose job is to keep an eye on the talent
and make sure they don't get too carried away. Once the premise has been
established in Volume I, Volume II settles in and the plot starts to unfold into a sort of
predictable, self-righteous preachiness honed to perfection by college students – the
homeless people are a bit smug, seemingly beyond criticism, and most shockingly,
seem content to volunteer their camera time rather than ask for a paycheck, Darcy
herself seems to be less interested in helping the homeless and more interested in
shaming people, (her own sister is homeless, apparently by choice rather than mental
illness or lack of a loving family), and the Suit, despite the fact that he Just Doesn't Get
It, actually has a heart.

There's two ways to review The Homeless Channel based on the storyline. It's either a
sanctimonious finger-wagging at the reader, or it's a brilliant satire of characters that
sanctimoniously finger-wag, and Silady is having a hell of a good time working that
angle.

I wrestled similarly with Silady's method of illustration. The story
takes place in my hometown of Chicago, and when reading the first
volume I was struck by his too-perfect shot of the Chicago skyline,
and his flawless perspective of the high rise buildings hovering in
the sky above the heads of the characters. Having spent many
years standing on the same downtown streets in the panels, looking
at my friends with the buildings behind them, I knew one thing:
nobody can draw that well. As it turns out, Silady has an unusual
method of illustration for his panels. He photoshops cut out pictures
of local actors, who are playing the parts of his characters. Directed

to convey specific emotions, Silady snaps the photograph, cuts out the actors,
removes the color, and inks over the photograph in a long process he illustrates at his
website.

While this is one of the most original ways of illustrating a graphic novel I've seen,
using Photoshopped pictures gives the panels a certain loss of fluidity and sense of
motion that more traditional drawings manage to convey. The result is a rather flat
effect, causing the reader to feel somewhat removed from the story.

The first two chapters of The Homeless Channel raise a ton of questions – Why doesn't
Darcy offer her sister a spare bedroom or at least the couch to sleep on? If she's so
concerned with the homeless, why won't she pay the homeless she puts on TV? Will
that one homeless woman ever just lighten the hell up and take a damn shower?
Whether these questions are answered in the upcoming volumes remains to be seen,
but the one question that I wasn't able to find an answer to in my brief Google research
is also the most mysterious: Why can't I find an online store to direct readers to for their
own copies?

Seriously, that's just weird.

Replies: 1 Comment

Thanks for the thoughtful review!
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I just wanted to take a moment to address the availability of the comic. The books that
you reviewed were mini-comics (copied and stapled at home with lots of love.) I have
only a couple left and if anyone is interested in scooping them up - send me an email!

The good news is the third and fourth chapters are almost finished and the entire
series is being collected by a San Francisco comic publisher as soon as I get the
letters done.

I hope I get a chance to hear what you think of the rest of the story!

Posted by Matt Silady @ 10/29/2006 10:10 PM PST
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Interview with Toko Kawai

I was lucky enough to sit down with Ms. Kawai and her editor at
Libre, Ms. Toshiko Maki, on October 19, 2006, right before Yaoi-
con (which I was not able to attend [yes, the wound still aches]).
This interview was superbly translated by Ms. Amelia Cantlay,
courtesy of Digital Manga, Inc., for yours truly and my trusty tape
recorder in DMI HQ's spacious conference room with its lovely
panoramic views of Gardena, California.

Interview by Ginger Mayerson

Ginger Mayerson: This is kind of a funny question to start with, but do you speak
French?

Toko Kawai: No, I don't know French.

GM: I ask because there are so many references to France and French words in "Our
Everlasting" that I was wondering.

TK: I have a bi-lingual friend and she gave me advice on the French parts.

GM: I'm not bi-lingual, but I do understand French and the French in the books was
very well done. I was impressed.

TK: Thank you.
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GM: What are you working on these days?

TK: I just finished the serialization of "After I Turn the Corner." It was a five episode
story in Be Boy.

GM: When did you start making comics?

TK: As a professional?

GM: Well, no, I mean, when did you start drawing?

TK: I started drawing when I was younger, but I started drawing manga when I was
twenty. I started a little late.

GM: Well, it's never too late, but what brought that on?

TK: I was working full-time when I was 20, and one day I woke up and asked myself.
"Is this how I really want to live the rest of my life?" I had a friend who was a manga
artist and I'd seen her do work and I thought maybe I could do that. I started submitting
my work, and after three submissions, I got picked-up and have been drawing manga
ever since. I've always loved to draw and my mangaka friend really influenced me.

GM: What were your goals or direction before you went into the manga business?

TK: I'd been studying package design. I was working for a design company when I
decided to start making manga.

GM: Really? Range Murata was also an industrial designer before he got into manga
and anime. Has your design background influenced your manga making?

TK: I think so. I really love art in general. I like Mark Rothko's work.

GM: When you started making manga, did you take drawing and life-drawing classes,
or did you use your design training?

TK: I didn't have any formal training in manga, I just watched my friend and copied
what she did.

GM: What about life drawing?

TK: I didn't go to school for that kind of drawing. But I did go to a High School that
emphasized the arts and a design college. So I had about six solid years of formal art
education and some of it was drawing, but not life drawing, more like draftsmanship
drawing. When I was in high school and college, no one ever said they liked my art.

GM: But I think that makes you a stronger artist because you're still making art for
yourself, not to hear other people say they like it.

TK: I hope so.

GM: Where did you go to art school?

TK: I went to a two year school in Osaka. It was kind of a technical school.
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GM: What is it about Osaka that produces so many manga artists?

TK: We see Tokyo as our rival.

GM: Ah. Is Tokyo such a stressed out fast-paced place that they don't have time to
produce artists?

TK: (laughs)

GM: Did you move to Tokyo? So many manga artists from Osaka more there when
they become famous.

TK: I love Osaka so I still live there.

GM: What Japanese artists, not in manga, do you admire?

TK: I like a lot of them, but I'm particularly fond of Ito Jakuchu, from the Edo period.

GM: What artists outside of Japan, not in manga, do you like?

TK: There's a photographer named Bernard Fulcom, I like a lot.

GM: Do you feel that the artists you like have influenced her work in manga at all?

TK: I'm very influenced by Bernard Fulcom. He takes single frame pictures of scenery
and French antique manikins and I study those for their composition.

GM: Do you read any American comic books?

TK: No. I look at them in the bookstore but I never buy them. I prefer French comic
books.

GM: What do you read to relax?

TK: I read Japanese poetry. I'm really into Mutsuo Takahashi right now.

GM: Do you do any research for your mangas?

TK: I don't do much research because my stories are about things I've been around a
lot, but when I do need to do research, I read.

GM: Are you drawing from your life experiences?

TK: Mostly from my life and things I've seen and done.

GM: Do you only draw yaoi?

TK: For now, yes. You might like one of my titles, In the Walnut, because it has a lot of
art elements in it.

GM: I'll look forward to it. What attracts you to making yaoi manga?

TK: One of the reasons is that a relationship between a male and female character
has consequences, like kids, that aren't very romantic. But when you draw a

http://www.poems.com/ontwotak.htm
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relationship between two guys, it's more about the love and romantic relationship in a
fantasy world. And that's what I enjoy about it.

In real world gay relationships there are more consequences and more and different
stress, but this is Boy's Love, and we can just enjoy the fantasy. As a woman, reading
about a male and female love story, it would be much harder to remove yourself from
the woman's point of view. But with Boy's Love, that's not an issue. Most yaoi readers
are female, so if you write a woman into the story, there's the possibility of jealousy
from the reader. With two guys, that doesn't happen.

GM: But there's stress and struggle in the relationship, and then the happy ending, in
"Our Everlasting" makes it a wonderful story. What was the inspiration for "Our
Everlasting"?

TK: It was from my life experience.

GM: Do you surf?

TK: My boyfriend used to surf.

GM: Oh. Did he look like Horyo?

TK: He didn't look like him, but his personality was like him.

GM: Horyo has a nice personality. He's very sure of his love for Shouin, and that's nice
to see in a manga when so often one or both characters are freaking out.

TK: Thank you.

GM: Oh, no, thank you. I love the fashions in "Our Everlasting." Is this how surfer
dress in Japan?

TK: It is and it isn't. There are some people who dress outlandishly, but I picked out
my favorite styles and used them for my characters. How do surfers over here dress?

GM: Similar. They wear the long shorts.

TK: Board shorts?

GM: Is that what they're called?

TK: Yes.

GM: I don't think they wear shirts, but I don't really know. I never go to the beach. Was
there a person who inspired Shouin?

TK: Um…

GM: I'm sorry, if that's personal...

TK: His kind of negative side is modeled after someone who first thinks through all the
negative sides of anything she wants to do, and then goes ahead and does it.

GM: Is that negative or just prudent?
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TK: I wonder.

GM: Um, if I may switch to the technical questions. What kinds of pens do you use?

TK: G-pen and Crow Quill pens.

GM: How much do you draw before you scan into, say, Photoshop?

TK: I actually draw everything by hand. I don't use the computer at all.

GM: Do you have many assistants?

TK: I don't have any assistants. I'm all by myself.

GM: Wow.

TK: If I'm really pressed for a deadline, I go to Tokyo and people help me out.

GM: Ah, but still... mostly by yourself is impressive. When you're laying out the panels
what size and what paper do you-?

TK: (gets out an original panel) I work on this kind of paper, Kent paper, they make it
in Japan.

GM: Oh. And this is all G-pen and Crow Quill? No charcoal? No conte crayon?

TK: In addition to the pens, I use a brush and ink for the hair and some of the shading.

GM: How lovely. It's nice paper. Are you hooked on this paper? Is this the only paper
you can draw on now?

TK: For black and white work I only use this. For color work, I use watercolor paper.

GM: That was my next question. Thank you very much for showing me this panel.
How do you make the covers? What media do you make them in?

TK: I use color inks called Dr. Martin.

GM: Pens or brushes?

TK: Brushes.

GM: That's very labor intensive.

TK: It takes about two days to color a cover.

GM: Have you always been a solo creator?

TK: I've always worked by myself, but I work closely with my editor.

GM: Which is more challenging? The art or the writing?

TK: The hard part for me is the writing, but that's the part I like best.
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GM: If you could work with a writer, anyone from any time period or place, who would
that person be?

TK: Yasunari Kawabata. He won the Nobel Prize for literature.

GM: And if you could work with an artist, who would that be.

TK: Not really anyone. I like my drawing best.

GM: Are you reading any mangas now?

TK: I'm reading a series in Shonen Jump called "Gintama."

GM: Is there anything you'd like your fans reading this interview to know?

TK: Being in Japan, I can't see the fans reading my work here, I'm very happily
surprised that people actually like my work because there's nothing really fancy about
my stories, nothing out of the ordinary, they're just about normal people. So I'm
surprised that people enjoy reading them.

GM: I loved your stories, the ones I read, I think they have a lot of soul, and a lot of
heart, and that's why people love them. Your characters are loveable, they have depth,
and dimension and, well, flaws; they're, y'know, human. And your fans are female, and
women need a connection to, and a way to feel fond of the characters they read. A
character like Captain Harlock or Alex Row, who are heroes mostly for boys, can be
admired, but you can't really have much sympathy or emotion for them. At least I can't,
because I find them rather cold. So when you give women characters like Horyu and
Shouin that they can care about, we will love your work very much.

When I was preparing for this interview, I did some research on the web, and there is
much love out there for your work. I believe this is because the art is beautiful and the
characters are fascinating.

TK: In Japan I've never received any compliments for my artwork.

GM: How strange, your work is lovely.

TK: Thank you. My stories are popular.

GM: The stories are wonderful. I think there might be stronger artwork out there but
the art is so appropriate and meshed with the story, it's perfect for the story, so maybe
it's taken for granted. I mean, if the art was bad, I'm sure you would have heard about it
by now.

TK: (laughs)

GM: Thank you so much for this interview.

TK: You're welcome.

Please visit Juné Manga for more Toko Kawai titles, published and upcoming.

http://nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/literature/laureates/1968/kawabata-bio.html
http://www.junemanga.com/
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Princess Princess
By Mikiyo Tsuda

Day of the Revolution
By Mikiyo Tsuda
Published by Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Up until this morning, I wasn't going to
review either of these titles because I felt
they were inherently misogynistic and I had

not idea how to give that a positive spin. Then the other evening I was rambling on and
on about this very subject - how much I love Digital Manga, but not these titles, and
why - when I looked up at my dinner companions who were staring at me with those
hackneyed "What-in-God's-name-are-you-talking-about?" looks unenlightened people
get when I discuss important cultural issues above a whisper. Poor lambs. But in the
process of shocking innocent bystanders at dinner (heh heh heh), I adjusted my
position on these manga and have decided they're not as misogynistic as I originally
thought; nobody goes un-mocked in these manga. Most impressive.

So it really pays to ramble about this stuff in public in LA. Especially at cultural events,
and I have recently added to my fascinating patter quoting from T.S. Eliot à la Marlon
Brando in "Apocalypse Now," which causes most people to find something somewhere

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708568
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708908
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708568
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708908
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else to do very quickly. And I'm here to tell ya, it just doesn't get any better than than
then the hipsters run from you at art openings.

Anyway...

"Let us go then, you and I,/ "When the evening is spread out against the sky/ Like a
patient etherised upon a table; ... Oh, do not ask, What is it? / Let us go and make our
visit."

In both Princess Princess and The Day of the Revolution, vol 1, it's what, more than
where the boys are:

Princess Princess - boys are stupid
The Day of the Revolution, vol 1 - boys are scary

"In the room the women come and go / Talking of Michelangelo."

Of course in the elite boys school, there are no women to come and go, so they have
to manufacture some. And not just any double Xes, they have manufacture some
Princesses to worship. They do this by choosing, and then bribing with money and
gifts, three pretty, effeminate boys to dress up and act as girls at special school events.
Sort of a cross-dressing cheerleader squad, but with the Gothic Lolita look, French
maid costumes, and hot nurse costumes. Don't look at me like that, I could never make
this up. It gets a little odder, because the Princesses use "charisma" to keep the other
boys at bay. They smile and charm and create a magic circle around them. Otherwise I
could see this manga ending up as a cross between prison porn and "Some Like it
Hot," which would even give me nightmares.

Are boys really so stupid they need even fake women to worship? I wonder. I
remember reading that amazing class warfare manifesto by Napoleon Hill, "Think and
Grow Rich," and he has a whole chapter on the Mystery of Sex Transmutation (I think
that's what it was called) and the thesis of that chapter is that everything MEN do to
succeed (and grow rich) is to impress WOMEN (so they can get laid [and keep the
species going]). (And this is not the weirdest chapter in that book, but this is not about
that book, is it?) So, if we decide to believe this, MEN would still be living in the trees if
WOMEN didn't need mink coats, diamonds and other such necessities. Of course this
would make Lorelei Lee God, which isn't such wacky an idea now that I'm thinking
about it. So, by this line of reasoning, it's not that far out that the boys at whatever all
boys school this is would need female idols to inspire them to athletic victory and
academic success. One could even posit that without feminine charm and romantic
love there's nothing left for anyone but chaos, darkness, and endless re-enactments of
"Lord of the Flies."

So, obviously, in the interest of civilization and evolution, girly girls are going to have to
keep working their charms on boys. Good thing boys are stupid, eh?

"There will be time, there will be time/ To prepare a face to meet the faces that you
meet;"

Are boys scary? Is gender re-assignment funny? Is Elvis really dead? In The Day of
the Revolution, vol 1, our hero, Kei, discovers, after fifteen years of living as a boy, he
is hormonally (or something) female, and foolishly decides, for some pretty specious

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708568
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708908
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708568
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708908
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708908
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708908
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reasons, to switch over and live as girl named Megumi. He, now she goes back to his,
now her old school, and all his, now her old pals fall in love with him, now her, but the
idea of having sex with a guy is really scary and he, now she becomes a lesbian. And it
all makes about this much sense. Okay, fine.

I think the most important thing about this manga are the drawings of skinny girls
wearing sailor suits with pleated skirts cut just this side of wonder. I call this the
schoolgirl as sextoy look. The big gender-bending twisteroo in this story is that the
schoolgirl sextoy was once a schoolboy. Wow, or something.

I will say that both Princess Princess and The Day of the Revolution, vol 1 mange to
treat everyone, including the reader, with equal contempt. This... impressed me. I
found the art overwrought and lurid, but I prefer to be treated with contempt in a more
minimalist fashion. I'm funny that way.

"We have lingered in the chambers of the sea / By sea-girls wreathed with seaweed
red and brown / Till human voices wake us, and we drown."

...hey ...where's everybody go?
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801 Media Inc. Launches at Yaoi Con 2006 and Unveils its Website!

Los Angeles, CA, October 27, 2006 – 801 Media Inc., a sister company of Digital
Manga Publishing, launched this past weekend at Yaoi Con 2006. The new publishing
company will focus on edgier and more explicit yaoi compared to its sister Juné
Manga.

Opening with a suite party at Yaoi Con 2006, 801 Media Inc employees introduced
participants to the new company with style. The company’s initial line-up of titles
includes:

1. Ichigenme… The First Class is Civil Law by Fumi Yoshinaga
2. Love is Like a Hurricane by Tokiya Shimazaki
3. Bond(z) by Toko Kawai
4. Affair by Shuiko Kano
5. The Sky Over My Spectacles by Mio Tennohji
6. My Paranoid Next Door Neighbor by Kazuka (Haruka) Minami

The books will be produced in the authentic Japanese style – retain dust jackets and
the full color pin-up and read from right to left. For information on where to purchase
801 Media Inc manga and the release schedule of books, please visit the site at
www.801media.com.
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Cold Sleep
By Narise Konohara
Translated by Douglas W. Dlin and Iroi
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

"If there was a spring in his heart filling up with feelings of love,
he wanted to see it. He wanted to see what couldn't be seen.",
page 119, "Cold Sleep"

First let me say "Cold Sleep" is superbly translated, edited and
has the excellent production values of Digital Manga titles. I don't know Japanese so
I've no idea how the translation stacks up against the original, but the book I read is a
beautiful story beautifully told. I have had issues with other translations of yaoi manga,
but this translation is so well done, I was completely swept away by the deceptively
simple story.

The plot is your standard amnesia romance melodrama, except Tohru Takihasha (the
amnesiac) and Keishi Fujishimi (his protector) are both young men. After a serious car
accident, the only person to visit Tohru in the hospital is Fujishimi. When Tohru leaves
the hospital, Fujishimi moves him into his apartment. Of course Tohru has no memory,
but he seems to have no past. Fujishimi behaves like a friend, but won't tell Tohru
anything about his life before the accident. Because he has no one else (he knows
about) to depend on, Tohru doesn't press Fujishimi for fear of being thrown out on his

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708878
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569708878


Archived Entry - 10/24/2006: "Book review: Cold Sleep"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000661.htm[4/27/2019 3:07:27 PM]

own.

Tohru gets a dead-end part-time job on the graveyard shift in a nearby convenience
store. He seems like a nice guy, he's efficient at his job, polite to customers, kind of
makes friends with his co-works, Kusuda, in particular. Due to Tohru's weird hours, he
seldom sees Fujishimi, who is distant when he does see him, except for one night
when they have a fight about Tohru wanting to know about his past and Fujishimi gets
drunk and kisses Tohru, who likes it more than he thought he would. Unfortunately,
Fujishimi doesn't remember any of it the next morning, and Tohru can't forget. Damn
memory.

Burning to know something of his past, Tohru tracks down his old address and goes to
visit it. He runs into some of his neighbors, who run from him because he was such an
asshole to live near! The rest of the book is devoted to Tohru accepting his amnesia
and developing and maturing his life (including his feelings for Fujishimi) from where he
is right now because his past turns out not to be so wonderful.

Not to damp down anyone's desire to read this book, but I think there must be a sequel
to this book, and if so, I really really really want to read it. "Cold Sleep" is a beautiful
novella and although I personally wanted a more resolution in the ending, the ending it
has does not diminish the quality and beauty of this book one whit. Unless I missed it, I
never really learned why Fujishimi feels strongly enough about Tohru to take care of
him and take him in. And, meh, that's okay. You readers probably don't know this
because I'm such a classy dame, but I read yaoi for the smut factor. So for me to give
this mild, unresolved romance my highest recommendation as a novel-loving book
freak means this book has a lot of soul. And it's well written/translated/whatever; it's a
good book, go read it.

No, wait, not done yet! "Class Reunion" and its conclusion in "The One I Love" is the
lovely story of High School students meeting again as adults. It has a happy ending,
which is nice, because in another genre it could have all ended in tears.

Oh, and there are some very nice illustrations by Nanao Saikawa scattered throughout
the book. And all this for $8.95. Who could ask for anything more?
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Close the Last Door
Written and Illustrated by Yugi Yamada
Published by the Juné imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

You cannot watch "Apocalypse Now" and review a yaoi manga
afterwards. In my case I couldn't do much of anything for the rest
of the night.

But it's a whole new day here Chez Mayerson, and "Close the
Last Door" is one of the best, funniest, fastest-paced yaoi

mangas I've ever read. If Howard Hawks directed it in the way he directed "His Girl
Friday," he'd cast the wacky love triangle with Gary Cooper, Cary Grant, and Jimmy
Stewart, and it wouldn't matter which one was playing which role, because they'd each
be perfect in every role. Yes, the men in it suffer, but it's so much from their own
wackiness it's funny. Well, I thought it was funny.

The plot is less interesting than the action. Nagai, who is not gay, is in love with Saitou,
who gets married to Remi. At the wedding, Remi's co-worker Honda, picks up and
consoles, with booze and smooches, the heartbroken Nagai, who is not gay. The next
day, Remi runs away from her bridegroom, and Saito runs to Nagai, who is not gay, for
comfort. Nagai, who is not gay, and continues to not be gay every time he lands in bed
with Honda, which is more and more often because of his not-gay frustration with
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having Saitou so close and yet so far. Ex-girlfriends, ex-wives, and moms make
scattered appearances in this manga, but it's mainly Nagai, who is not gay, Honda,
who seems to be bi, and Saitou, who is cute and confused (and confusing; he keeps
laying big smooches on Nagai, who is not gay), running in and out of bedrooms, sushi
bars, cars, wedding halls, offices, elevators, and the streets of whatever town their all
in. It's got snappy dialogue, great art, and page after page of cute boys. Everyone
smokes and drinks too much, but in a perfect world, no one would invite me to parties
anymore. Did I mention Nagai is not gay? Well, he's not.

Hotcha! Where're Howard, Gary, Cary and Jimmy when you need them?!

I don't know about you, Readers, but I can't wait for volume 2!
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Rin!
Story by Satoru Kannagi
Art by Yukine Honami
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

"Rin!" This Shonen-ai manga is utterly adorable. With a story by
Satoru Kannagi (Only the Ring Finger Knows) and art by Yukine
Honami (Desire), how could it be anything else? I was very glad
when I heard that this was the creative team on this book
because I loved the are on "Desire," but didn't like the story very

much. Although I was completely bewitched by the story in "Only the Ring Finger
Knows" (I am the way I am because way back in 2004 Isaac Lew put a copy in the first
box from Digital Manga and I've been a sucker for Shonen-ai ever since), I've run hot
and cold on the artwork (I like Hotaru Odagiri's art in "Time Lag" better thank OTRFK,
which came two years later). Anyway, Kannagi and Honami on this manga are like
Rodgers and Hamerstein, Astaire and Rogers, Gin and Tonic, they are, to sum up, a
helluva team.

It's a cute story with a dash of romantic angst and archery zen about two guys who
don't realize they're in love until a third party gets interested in one of them. Then they
fight and make up and live happily ever after, I suppose. The main characters are
Katsura and Sou, who've been friends since childhood. Ostensibly, Katsura is only a
year younger than Sou, but instead of sixteen, he looks about eleven. Does this bother
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me? Not really. Not as much as it did when the love interest in "Desire" looked like he
was eleven instead of sixteen. But there was a lot more sex in "Desire" than there is in
"Rin!" There's no sex in "Rin!" just some smooches. Oh, wait, there's some groping in
an extra story at the end, but Kannagi didn't write that story, Ms. Honami did.

I liked this book a lot, even if I found the pace a little leisurely. The characters spend a
lot of time confessing things and then even more time reacting to those confessions. I
thought Ms. Honami did a wonderful job visually capturing the little plot swells and lulls.
There's no huge climax to this story, just a nice mellow "ah" at the end that made me
smile beatifically.

I did archery in High School and I loved it. I even had my own bow for many years. So I
very much enjoyed all the archery stuff in this book. Much of the action takes place in
and around an archery competition and there are a few discussions about the zen of
archery. Not in depth discussions, just the guys talking through archery stuff. This
gives the book an added dimension; where so many yaoi manga are focused hard on
the boys' romantic problems, this one gives a little insight into the arts and culture the
boys live in (while they're working out their romantic problems).

This is a very civilized manga by two stellar talents in the manga biz. The Juné imprint
of Digital Manga, Inc. has done it's usual stellar production job and the pink and green
dust jacket is quite adorable. The back cover blurb calls it "... a tale of awkward
romance." Heh. Aren't they all awkward romances in Shonen-ai?

Secret Note to Archery Boys: there is nothing in this manga that would scare you, and
practicing archery doesn't cause homosexuality more than, well, anything else. So it's
safe for you to read this manga, and I encourage you to do so. Your good taste and
open-mindedness will impress the people around you (and moi!). I also encourage you
to always be gentlemen, always practice safe sex, if you have sex, and to remember
that no really does mean no. Thank you for your attention.
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The Man Who Doesn't Take Off His Clothes, vol. 1
By Narise Konohara
Illustrations by Yuki Shimizu
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Wherein 
I write of many things, 
a few of them even 
related to this novel. 

Huge Plot Spoilers Ahead
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Naise Konohara wrote a very good yaoi novel called "Cold Sleep" and I now believe it's
a very good novel because there's no sex in it. Really. I really liked the first three
quarters of "The Man Who Doesn't Take Off His Clothes, vol. 1," but the last quarter
just ruined it for me. I'm a huge fan of Digital Manga's the Juné Imprint and want them
to keep publishing yaoi and shonen-ai novels because it's a fascinating genre
American publishing simply does not have and I feel they're certainly doing us all a
favor publishing these novels, but we all might look back in 20 years and realize Juné
was actually doing some ground-breaking service to both cultures by publishing the
novels. However, I simply cannot help but feel that I'd be ever so much happier if they
could publish work that is more like "Cold Sleep" and "Only the Ring Finger Knows"
novels, and I'm actually sitting here thinking I should just delete this review, put on
"Apocalypse Now" back on, and commune with Colonel Kurtz for the rest of the
evening because I really don't want to, um, be less than, ah, enthusiastic about "The
Man Who Doesn't Take Off His Clothes, vol. 1," but I'm having a helluva time getting
over the last part of the book. But I am a serious person, so I will say seriously that I
enjoyed everything in this book right up to page 176, and brothers and sisters, you
might really like the action after page 176: I'm not here to judge you, I'm just here to
give my honest opinion of a title from a publisher I hold in great esteem. (And it's
breaking my heart. Hold me, Colonel Kurtz, just hold me.)

In "The Man Who Doesn't Take Off His Clothes, vol. 1," it's a good story, good
characters, good writing, but went south for me about ten pages just before the sex
scene, which has to be one of the least romantic or sexy sex scenes I've ever read.
This sex scene ties for non-sexiness with the sex scenes in her other novel "Don't
Worry Mama." I'm beginning to wonder if Ms. Konohara has something against anal
sex, because her descriptions were a huge turn-off for me.

Maybe it's cultural, maybe it's my age, but the last quarter of this novel was just not my
cup of yaoi. Oh, and in closing, here's a Helpful Hint from a Paleo-Feminist: if the
creepy bartender puts a date rape drug in your date's drink, take your date to the
hospital to get his or her stomach pumped, and not into the creepy room at the back of
the creepy bar for creepy sex. Okay? Your karma will thank you. End of Sermon.
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Don't Worry Mama
By Narise Konohara
Illustrations by Yuki Shimizu
Published by the Juné Imprint of Digital Manga, Inc.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

"Don't Worry Mama" is one of those two guys get stranded
somewhere and, for whatever collection of reasons, start
having sex with each other kind of stories. The difference with
this story is that only one of the guys is hot; the other is
grotesque, repulsive and has a terrible personality. A lot of the
story centers around how the hot gay guy, Yuchi, falls in love

with his disgusting mama's boy boss, Imakura, who is so changed by the ordeal and
the sex that he becomes more lovable, or at least less grotesque and repulsive.

Um, this is not a rape story, but it's not a gentle story either. It reminded me a little of
"Lord of the Flies," and, as I'd just been watching "Apocalypse Now" I kept wondering
what Colonel Kurtz and Yuichi would have done in the same situation. I'm pretty sure
that if Colonel Kurtz ended up stranded on an island with Imakura, he would have
roasted and eaten him at the first sign of peckishness.

I am somewhat disconcerted that Narise Konohara also wrote the lovely novel "Cold
Sleep" because "Don't Worry Mama" is so different from that. However, her stories,
"Class Reunion" and "The One I Love," are in a similar vein as "Don't Worry Mama,"
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but they are much gentler stories about a mama's boy who is "rescued" by a real gay
man. I also thought the characters in those stories were more attractive. Except for
Yuichi's much put-upon younger brother, I couldn't work up much sympathy for any of
the characters in "Don't Worry Mama." This is a rather strange love story where the
lovers' motives and actions are so... um... odd, it kept jolting me out of the story.
(Further diminishing my enjoyment of this story was my own personal quirk: if a love
interest ever said to me "Oh, you look so cute when you're crying" I would run very fast
in the other direction. What can I tell ya? Paleo-feminism dies hard in a woman my
age.) There's a lot of nice writing and some nicely written, if somewhat painful
sounding, sex scenes, but I could never relax enough with the characters and their
situation to really enjoy them.

This book is well made and has lots of nice illustrations. The translation and editing are
first-rate as well. Not my cup of tea, but for $8.95 it's worth giving a whirl if you even
suspect you might like this kind of story.

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso


Archived Entry - 10/24/2006: "Book review: Don't Worry Mama"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000657.htm[4/27/2019 3:07:43 PM]

J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 10/23/2006: "Book Review: Resurrection"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000656.htm[4/27/2019 3:07:47 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Book review: Dying For It"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Book review:
Don't Worry Mama"]

10/23/2006 Archived Entry: "Book Review: Resurrection"

Resurrection
By Tucker Malarkey
Published Riverhead Books

Review by Kathryn Ramage

Just a short review. If you liked The DaVinci Code, you'll probalby
like this book too. It's in a similar vein, loosely based on the
1940s discovery of the Dag Hammadi gospels in Egypt.

After the end of World War II, when her archeologist father dies
after sending her a cryptic letter from Cairo, Gemma Bastion
goes to Egypt herself; she retraces her father's steps to find out

what he discovered just before his death, and why he was killed for it. The Gnostic
texts Gemma discovers show some major divergences from the accepted gospel,
especially regarding the view of women in the early Church. Gemma's efforts to find
and recover these texts also lead her through a personal spiritual journey.

The book concludes with series of appendices including a glossary of terms, a brief
explanation of Gnosticism, a Q&A session, and an intriguing list of who among the
characters in this book were real people (Gemma is not).
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Dying For It
Edited by Mitzi Szereto
Published March, 2006 by Thunder’s Mouth Press

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

It wouldn’t be too strong of an overstatement to say I dreaded
reading this collection of erotica. I didn’t know for sure what to
expect, but I suspected it was either stories about necrophilia, or
just as bad, story after story of women murdered during sex. Or
that the stories, like most erotica, would be unbearably
hackneyed.

This dread didn’t lessen with reading the first story, either, although I was relieved to
see neither necrophilia nor misogyny factored into it. The story itself, though, about a
Muslim woman and a white man joining the Mile High club on the hijacked September
11th flight from Boston to L.A. left me cold. Maybe I’m just not ready to view the events
of that day as acceptable jack off fodder.

The collection, edited by Mitzi Szereto, improved greatly after that first dreadful story,
and although it does cover murder stories (Szereto’s own contribution, “It’s All Right,
Ma (I’m Only Bleeding)” is a naughtily delightful story about a woman who’s had it up to
here with her husband’s mid-life crisis), the stories also deal with grief and love. The
tales range from hilarious, from Roberta Beach Jacobson’s “Woman-in-a-Box,” the
torrid, yet poignant love between a man and his blowup doll, to spooky, Lauren
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Henderson’s modern Scottish retelling of Bluebeard, “His Last Duchess.” And of
course, there are many, many ghost stories.

This collection does the genre right, focusing on the story line in as great a detail as the
graphic sex scene, and refusing to forgo the careful building of well-crafted sentences
in favor of the cheap and quick one-handed read, more Anais Nin than the dreadful
Herotica series, whose terrible, amateurish prose generally leaves the reader more
irritated than titillated.

While the Gothesque theme of sex with a death twist (or death with a sex twist) may
not leave too many people hot and bothered, the stories themselves are strong
enough to be enjoyed on their own merits on a gloomy rainy day.
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Saiyuki Reload Gunlock, Vol. 2
Geneon

Review by Tom Good

The first half of this DVD falls so squarely into the anime category
of "a bunch of guys yelling and fighting" that I can't think of a
better way to describe it. If you're in the mood for that sort of
thing, it does entertain, like an exciting drag race full of noise and
speed. The plot becomes funnier and more interesting by the
third episode, "Cursed Board Game." Here the Sanzo party finds
and plays an enchanted board game where the game moves turn

out to have dangerous real-life consequences. The goofy, over-the-top magic in this
one had me laughing.

The anime changes style again in the DVD's final episode, "The Red-Haired Woman,"
and offers a suspenseful romance. Gojyo meets a half-demon redhead who is sent to
trap and betray him, but their relationship quickly becomes more complicated. This was
my favorite story of Volume 2 because it had the most character development.

Though I like the art in Saiyuki Reload Gunlock for its uncluttered stylishness, I have
some trouble with the music here in Volume 2. Quite a bit of the background music is a
kind of wimpy, bland jazz/fusion that probably wouldn't impress me in any scene, but is
especially ill-suited to action scenes, and becomes unintentionally funny when
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deployed there. It makes me wonder if it is an unsuccessful attempt to imitate the
variety of musical styles in Cowboy Bebop. If so, it proves that this type of soundtrack
is difficult to do well.

All in all, I'd classify Volume 2 as a decent rental for most anime fans, but a "buy" only
for those who are already invested in this series.

See also:

Saiyuki Reload Gunlock, Vol. 1

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417


Archived Entry - 10/22/2006: "Anime review: Saiyuki Reload Gunlock, Vol. 2"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000654.htm[4/27/2019 3:07:53 PM]

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 10/17/2006: "Comic review: Gen 13, No. 1"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000653.htm[4/27/2019 3:07:56 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Book and Manga review: Socrates in Love"] [Main Index] [Next entry:
"Anime review: Saiyuki Reload Gunlock, Vol. 2"]

10/17/2006 Archived Entry: "Comic review: Gen 13, No. 1"

Gen13 #1
Writer: Gail Simone
Art: Talent Caldwell and Matt "Batt" Banning
Publisher: DC/Wildstorm Press

Review by Chad Denton

Nostalgia and relaunches are the watchwords these days in
mainstream comics, and to go along with their reconstruction of
the main DC line in the wake of the "Infinite Crisis"
crossover/event, DC Comics is also rebuilding the Wildstorm line
of titles from the ground-up.

"Gen13" is a surprising choice for a revamping for a number of reasons, and in fact if
DC wasn't attempting a line-wide Wildstorm revival, it seems doubtful we'd even be
discussing this title. First, "Gen13" was a thinly-veiled "X-Men" for the 1990s that
became associated, because of the manufactured buzz around it and its 90s Image-
style uber-cheesecake art, with some of the worst excesses of the comic industry
boom of the mid-1990s. Then there's the fact that Gen13, in style and content, was
very much a comic book for the 1990s -- there was even a character named "Grunge,"
which just really, really displays short-term thinking. Finally, there was the controversy
over Rainmaker, a lesbian character that seemed to exist only to draw in the fanboys
(although, curiously enough, Grunge, whose buff body usually went about topless, was
very much a beefcake counterpoint). Despite these problems, "Gen13" was a title with
promise, especially under Adam Warren who pushed the title into a niche that wouldn't
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have been thought possible to anyone who simply saw the basic concept on paper.
Still, "Gen13" would have bee among my last choices for a serious attempt at revival.

Reading through the first issue has given me faith that writer Gail Simone will
overcome. The first thing a reader might notice is that the past continuity has been
completely jettisoned -- a smart choice, after the past title's convoluted continuity (hey,
another "X-Men" similarity!) and Chris Claremont's own failed attempt at a revival of
the property. The five central characters -- Caitlin, Sarah, Eddie, Bobby, and Roxie --
are mostly true to their previous incarnations, but Simone pulls the trick of making
them sound and feel like contemporary teenagers, a rarity in superhero comics from
Stan Lee's "Spider-Man" up.

The first issue of any traditional superhero team title will not leave much space for
creativity and Simone employs the "meet each team member individually" first device.
Yet she manages to craft an intriguing introduction to the new series; each of the five
protagonists get roughly equal time to provide their own "hooks" and an idea of the
roles they will play in the new series. Our central villain, Tabula Rasa, is set up as a
mix of both the traditional out-of-control black ops agent and sleazy Internet-age
capitalist exploiter. A few of the elements of Gen13's first origin story are still around,
most noticeably to fans the presence of the sinister I.O. agency, but there's enough of
Simone's own invention mixed in to create a mystery even for those familiar with the
original series.

The artists, fortunately, are conscious of "Gen13"'s reputation. Although there is
something of an Image house influence in the art, the bodies of Caitlin and Rainmaker
no longer defy anatomy and physics while the art is given a somewhat darker and
grittier look more in tone with Simone's own approach., which shows the five title
characters at their lowest and weakest. But don't worry, my fellow homosexuals and
the women out there, it seems like Simone is going to keep Eddie (who, thankfully,
probably won't be going by the name "Grunge" this time around) is going to stay
shirtless or at least adorned by a tight sleeveless t-shirt.

Without a doubt, this is one of the most promising new series to come out of the
Wildstorm relaunch. Hopefully it will enjoy a better run than the original series.
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Socrates in Love
By Kyochi Katayama
English Translation by Akem Wegmuller
English Language version published by
Viz Media, San Francisco 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Socrates in Love is a sad, occasionally funny, frequently very
wise, little book. Despite the utter simplicity of the plot (boy meets
girl, boy loses girl) and the youth of its main characters, it is a
mature exploration of the nature of love. In my opinion, it's the

sort of book that Eric Segal's Love Story wanted to be but was too brashly bourgeoisie
to truly achieve.

Sakutaro Matsumoto is a prematurely cynical young man who starts the novel not
believing himself capable of falling in love. When, to his surprise, he does fall, the
result is tragic. The girl he loves dies. No spoiler here folks. The narrator himself tells
you just as much in the first few paragraphs. The narrative moves fluidly back and forth
between Saku's memories of being with Aki and his reflections on life without her.

The word "reflections" is key. This is a very thoughtful novel that self-consciously
downplays its own melodrama. Instead of thinking about "Dying Young" when you
imagine this novel, think of a story told by a less spoiled and mouthy version of Holden
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Caulfield trying to make sense of a romance that simultaneously brings him ultimate
joy and ultimate anguish.

The book is not called "Socrates in Love" because the main character is a smart guy
who falls in love. The title is rather a reference to a quote from Deleuze and Guattari
that defines love as "A violence that forces you to think." This quote neatly
encapsulates how the book looks at love, not as something warm and fuzzy but as a
disruption that forces the main character into awareness of a world beyond himself.
Aki's death leads him into painful contemplation of the cosmos beyond human
existence. The narrator and the narrative ask us to contemplate questions such as:
"Who are we? Where do we go? What's the point?"

I recommend this book without reservation. If the powers that be can ever stand to
knock some Ernest Hemingway clunkers out of the way to make room for it, the novel
should be required reading in high school literature classes. Socrates in Love is simple
enough to read in an afternoon, and yet complex enough to keep turning over in your
mind for the rest of your life.

Alas, but the same cannot be said for:

Socrates in Love
Based on the novel by Kyoichi Katayama
Art by Kazumi Kazui
English Language version published by
Viz Media, 2005

As I was reading the novel, I kept thinking, "This is an odd book
to make into manga." No fights. No dramatic declarations. No
people with big hair. For the sake of the manga, I regret reading
the book first. I think that perhaps if I had read the works in a
different order, I might have an entirely different opinion of this
adaptation. The artist, Kazumi Kazui, in her afterward, indicates

that she wishes the manga to be a taste of the novel that she hopes will lead reader
back to the book. A worthy goal, but I think it would be a somewhat surprising
experience – like tasting one of those hunks of spring sausage at the grocery store,
buying the product, and bringing it home to find that you'd accidentally purchased filet
mignon.

The experience of reading a novel and a manga based on it side by side really did
heighten my awareness of the storytelling conventions of each media, though. Manga
are great at capturing emotion. There are moments when a picture of a sparkling tear
can capture a mood in a way that seems awkward and cliché in prose. However,
manga are not particularly good at capturing complex, contradictory emotions.

Part of what makes "Socrates in Love" a remarkable piece of fiction is the way that it
takes a story that's been told a hundred times and makes it fresh, believable, and real
by resisting stereotype at every turn. What makes this manga adaptation a somewhat
flat and unsatisfying is the way that it embraces stereotype and moves the melodrama
of the plot back to a central position. The manga version of "Socrates in Love" is like a
typical Hollywood treatment of one of your favorite novels. It captures the style, but not
the substance of the original.
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Saku's questioning and soul-searching narration is what makes the novel unique and
poignant. In the manga, his reflections are confined to little black boxes that must
compete with pictures and dialogue. Not trusting the narrative to sufficiently carry the
plot, the artist has expanded and added to the sparse amount of dialogue in the book.
Unfortunately these additions tend to be pedestrian at best and jarring at worst. Where
the book includes contemporary popular culture references that make you think, "This
is real," the manga indulges in joke-y asides and chiba caricatures that serve to
distance the reader from the emotional reality of the book.

Most damaging is the way Kazui falls into the conventions of the Japanese teen drama
genre. On the back cover of the manga, the story is described as "A sweet high school
romance between an average guy and beautiful girl..." We've strayed a bit afield from a
love that is a "violence that forces you to think," haven't we? In the novel, Aki and
Saku, though average in appearance, are drawn to each other and alienated from their
peers because they are exceptionally thoughtful and introspective young people. In the
manga, Saku becomes the typical anime Every-Pointed-Hair-Boy – emotional and
lustful. Aki is transformed from a shy, quiet, A student to a character who could be
played by Hillary Duff – peppy and shallow.

There's a scene at the end of both the novel and the manga where Saku's female
companion visits his old school with him years after Aki's death. In the book, this
companion is not described or given a name. In the manga, she's pictured (of course)
and given lots of new dialogue. The scene changes from "Life is a painful mystery" to
the story of how Saku has learned to love again. In this manner, the literary equivalent
of finely aged Brie is thus transformed into Cheese Whiz.

Read the book. I only recommend the manga if you are too young to be reading one of
my reviews... or if you cannot stand to read books without pictures... or if you really,
really, really hate Brie and luuuuuv you sum'a that Cheese Whiz.
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An Agreement Among Gentlemen
By Chris Owen
A Torquere Press ebook, August 2006 (also available in
paperback)

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Being a devotee of period romances, usually set in England's
Regency and Victorian Periods, I was curious to see what this
kind of romance was like from a gay man's point of view. So
when it was suggested that I review an e-book about gay

romance during the Victorian Era, I rose to the challenge. So does our intrepid hero
Edward Munrow, the second son of a deceased, untitled gentleman who has been
living on his older brother's largesse in his London home since their father passed on.

Though not a true gentleman by the stuffy standards of Queen Victoria's England, Ned
(as he's known to his friends) has some well-connected friends, thanks to his
membership in one of London's exclusive gentlemen's clubs, which caters to gay men.
When one of these man-loving gentlemen (an earl, no less!) invites him to his country
estate for the weekend, Ned is happy to oblige.

Upon his arrival at Red Oak Hall, he hears rumors of an "interesting announcement" to
be made after dinner that night. When he finds himself seated at dinner next to a
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young lady, and the earl keeps staring and smiling in their direction, he thinks that the
earl intends to marry her, since he has no heirs (his late wife was a shrew whom he
married out of duty to get an heir; she died in childbirth bearing a stillborn girl who was
not her husband's). But the interesting announcement turns out to be that young Ned
has been chosen by the earl to inherit his sizable country estate, so that his lordship
can retire to France. No mention is made of the handsome young footman who is
accompanying his lordship to provide manly companionship. Ned gets to enjoy his
companionship as well that same night, only one of a series of spicy encounters
throughout the novel.

His reversal of fortune makes Ned very popular, especially to those with eligible
daughters, sisters and nieces who want to see them well provided for. But no sooner
does his lordship leave for France when the Duke of Langton, an old friend (?) of the
earl's, descends upon our hero, demanding that he marry the duke's widowed sister-
in-law Julia or be ruined with the evidence His Grace has collected about Ned's private
life. Homosexuality was illegal in England back then, and any man convicted of sodomy
could be imprisoned and socially ruined, like poor Oscar Wilde was. Naturally, Ned has
no desire to marry on command, not even when he learns the duke is mortally ill and
will be dead within the year, and his estates are so heavily mortgaged there will be very
little left to leave his eighteen-year-old nephew, Henri, who will inherit both the title and
the heavily entailed holdings. From the duke's point of view, it makes perfect sense to
marry off his sister-in-law to a gentleman with money, so that she can be provided for
and his nephew can pay off the debts and make wise investments to recover the family
fortune. After some verbal arm twisting, Ned reluctantly agrees to marry the lady and
make her son his heir, the gentleman's agreement the title refers to.

At first relieved to learn that Lady Julia's son is not a babe in arms, our hero's hopes
are dashed when the duke warns him to keep his hands off the boy or else. This, of
course, only makes him more determined to seduce the boy and throw it in his uncle's
face before he dies. When young Viscount Langton shows up at Red Oak Hall, tall,
blond and handsome, with a fondness for poetry and an eagerness to please, it only
makes Ned more determined to seduce him. To this end, he invites some of his friends
from London to spend a weekend, all members of the same gay gentlemen's club, all
eager to see how soon he can have his way with the innocent lamb under his roof.

It soon becomes apparent that young Henri is not that innocent; Ned catches him
studying a volume of erotic art in the old earl's library consisting wholly of nude males,
alone and frolicking with one another. He also seems awfully fond of one of Ned's past
lovers, a dashing young gentleman named Christopher Truitt, who's been initiated by
Ned in the privacy of their club and now seems eager to initiate Henri in turn. This
Truitt later stars in a private show put on in Ned's bedroom late one night for the
entertainment of his London friends, most of who have paired off or are in a
threesome. It turns out that this kind of private showing is customary at their club,
along with several other naughty practices like bondage and flagellation. But will young
Henri end up succumbing to Ned's charms or to Christopher's? The answer may
surprise you, along with several other unexpected plot twists along the way.

In short, "An Agreement Among Gentlemen" is a fine, dirty tale fit to spend a lonely
night with, or a series of lonely nights. I haven't read anything so hot about the
Victorian Era since I discovered "The Pearl" in my teens, a collection of erotic stories
and poems from an underground Victorian newspaper, published in London from July
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1879 to December 1880. "The Pearl" consisted of both straight and gay subject matter,
but "An Agreement Among Gentlemen" is part of an on-line publishing company that is
strictly gay and lesbian. To find it, just go to www.TorquerePress.com and select your
favorite genre; period romance, contemporary, fantasy/sci-fi, horror, etc. and download
it for your reading pleasure at a reasonable price. Now that I've sampled period
romance, I'm eager to go on to the next e-book offering, which happens to be a space
opera. What more could a Star Trek fan that is into "/" fan fiction ask for?
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"The staff of June Manga wanted to give a shout out to all the German yaoi fans that
stopped by our booth at the Frankfurt Book Fair. And congrats to the lucky lady that
got her hands on an advanced copy of Rin! and Only the Ring Finger Knows Novel
Volume 3 (The Ring Finger Falls Silent)!!!"
June Manga goes to Germany!, June blog, October 7, 2006
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Von Allan to appear at the 11th annual Small Press Expo.

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada (July 30, 2006) - Comics and graphic
novels have truly come of age over the past ten years and the
diversity and magic of the medium have gone a long way towards
capturing the imaginations of those who read them. The Small
Press Expo (SPX) has played a huge role in that development
and 2006 marks its eleventh anniversary. Von Allan, a Canadian
graphic novelist, will be an exhibitor at this year's SPX and will be
displaying early pages from his forthcoming graphic novel "the
road to god knows..."

"Comics and graphic novels have so much to offer and the Small
Press Expo has become the place to see the best and brightest,"
says Allan. "SPX showcases this very diversity all under one roof
and I'm pleased as punch to be a participant. It's kinda scary, too;

the Expo has served as the launching pad for some of the strongest voices comics has
to offer. The second SPX, for instance, saw Daniel Clowes' "Ghost World" and Chris
Ware's "Acme Novelty Library" each win the inaugural Ignatz Awards in their
respective categories and both books have gone on to wonderful things since then.
Amazing stuff and it's a little intimidating to rub shoulders with that. It's very clear that
without the Expo comics would be a very different place; a little colder and that much
darker. It's truly special to be a part of it and I'm thrilled that I'll be able to showcase
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early pages from my graphic novel."

"The road to god knows..." is the story of Marie, a teenage girl,
coming to grips with her Mom's schizophrenia. As a result, she's
struggling to grow up fast; wrestling with poverty, loneliness, and
her Mom's illness every step of the way. Betty, Marie's Mom,
can't help; she's living with an illness that's slowly getting worse
and increasingly frightening. With her Mom absorbed in her own
problems, Marie is essentially alone while she learns to deal with
the chaos in her young life.

"The road to god knows..." is expected to be printed in 2007.

About Von Allan: Von Allan was born red-headed and freckled in
Arnprior, Ontario, just in time for Star Wars: A New Hope. The
single child of two loving but troubled parents, Von split most of
his childhood between their two homes and, consequently, spent a lot of time in the
worlds of comics and wrestling. He managed Perfect Books, an independent bookstore
in Ottawa, for many years while working on story ideas in his spare time; eventually, he
decided to make the leap to a creative life, and "the road to god knows..." was the
result. Additional information about the graphic novel can be found at
www.vonallan.com.

About the Small Press Expo (SPX): SPX serves as the
preeminent showcase for the exhibition of independent comic
books and the discovery of new creative talent. SPX will bring
together over 300 artists and publishers to meet their readers,
booksellers, distributors, and each other. SPX 2006 marks the
tenth annual presentation of The Ignatz Awards for outstanding
achievement in comics and cartooning. The Ignatz, named after
George Herriman's brick-wielding mouse, recognizes outstanding
work that challenges popular notions of what comics can achieve,
both as an artform and as a means of personal expression. The
Ignatz is a festival prize, the first such of the United States comic
book industry. Winners will be determined by ballot during SPX
and presented at the gala Ignatz Awards ceremony. As with

every year all profits from SPX will go to support the Comic Book Legal Defense Fund,
protecting the First Amendment rights of comic book readers and professionals. For
more information, please visit www.spxpo.com.

Contact:

Von Allan
P.O. Box 20520, 390 Rideau Street,
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. K1N 1A3
Email: von@vonallan.com 
Phone: 613-236-9957

Small Press Expo 2006
October 13th and 14th 2006
Marriott Bethesda North Hotel & Conference Center, 5701 Marinelli Road,
North Bethesda, Maryland, United States. 20852
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Hotel Phone: 301-822-9200
SPX Exhibitor Co-ordinator: Karon Flage
Email: spxcomics@gmail.com
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American Dream
by Artemio Rodriguez
La Mano Press

Review by Tom Good

"[ . . . ] the linoleum plate is a black space that is full of
possibilities. When I cut into it I am creating; hence, every space I
do not cut into is a space that holds the potential for me to do
more. Instead of throwing away these possibilities, I go on

carving figures that I integrate into a larger composition." - Artemio Rodriguez

As this quote indicates, Artemio Rodriguez often fills his prints with detail, allowing thin
lines and smaller figures to support the main composition. The fine lines swirling
through space make many of his prints seem to overflow with energy, even when the
subject remains static. Unlike the "speed lines" seen in manga, these do not suggest
motion, but rather a hypnotic tranquility.

Many of his subjects have religious themes, and Adam and Eve make multiple
appearances. In one case they wear modern briefs instead of fig leaves, and Adam
sports urban-looking tattoos. Angels, devils, Death, and unusual creatures also inhabit
the prints, giving the book an otherworldly quality.

One print in the "Love" section of the book shows a couple having sex. The elegant
lines and peaceful facial expressions give the work a spiritual quality, and one can

http://www.dh-stores.com/uCatalog.aspx?mid=9&pid=295
http://liheliso.org/
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almost imagine it as something suitable for a stained glass window. Yet at the same
time, it is also a smutty, coarse, perhaps humorous image. The window behind the
couple has no shades or curtains on it; the couple lies atop what may be a low bed or
a large coffee table -- in either case there are no sheets; and a small television sits
mutely beside them. Is this a married couple in love, or a prostitute and customer?
Does the window face a busy sidewalk, or an empty desert? We may see any of those
things, or something else entirely. In this case, the ambiguity gives the art an
interesting dimension, and forces the viewer to keep reconsidering its meaning.

Though the majority of the book consists of full-page reproductions of Rodriguez's
prints, it also contains text in both English and Spanish, presenting background
information about the artist and an interview conducted by Salvador Ortiz.

I must mention the cover of the book, on which the front and back cover images is
adorned with small transparent winged creatures. I am not sure how this is done, but
they look a bit like clear stickers. Because they are transparent, I didn't notice them
right away when I picked up the book. Later when I did see them, I was startled, as if
they had appeared out of nowhere. It is a fun and creative effect, and gives a hint of
the creativity that awaits inside the book.

I enjoyed American Dream, and I can tell it is the sort of art book that I will read
through many times. Recommended.
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Unqueering the Deal
By Allison Burnett

Three years ago I published my first novel. Set in 1984
Manhattan, Christopher tells the story of a young man struggling
to revive his hope and idealism after they have been trampled to
death by his unfaithful actress-wife. What sets the novel apart
from the hundreds of other adulterous-actress survival yarns
published each year is that it is narrated by Christopher's next-
door neighbor – a fat, balding, middle-aged, erudite, chemically
imbalanced, alcoholic gay man named B.K. Troop. Fueled by
thwarted lust for his hopelessly straight neighbor, B.K. narrates
both Christopher's outer and inner life – a point of view which
B.K. immodestly dubs the "first-person virtually omniscient."

Despite my female name and passion for antiques, I am a straight male, yet it had
never occurred to me that letting a gay man narrate my novel was a big deal, but it
was. When my straight male friends read the manuscript, most reacted with genuine
alarm, some with horror. Was I insane? What if people confused me with B.K.? What if
people thought I was gay? This struck me as absurd. For years, I had been writing
screenplays about women without anyone ever accusing me of being a woman. (Five
minutes in a bright room with me naked and it's fairly obvious that I'm not.)

A few weeks later the book sold to Broadway Books, but before the good news had
even sunk in, my straight female agent confessed to me that the gay male editor who

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0767913337
http://liheliso.org/
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had bought it was so pleased to have discovered a gay author that she had done
nothing to clear up the misunderstanding. She said that if I knew what was good for me
I would not breathe a word to him of my heterosexuality. It wasn't that she wanted me
to lie, exactly. It was more a matter of "Don't tell, don't tell."

As I am candid to a fault, the thought of living a lie, even one of omission, was
nightmarish to me, but then I reminded myself that I had a right to my privacy and that
an author's sexual preference really ought to have nothing to do with the acceptance of
his work. If readers were so narrow-minded as to hold my straightness against me,
then they weren't entitled to the truth. I mean, it's not like I chose the damn lifestyle. I
mean, given its lack of good taste and easy sex, who would?

I agreed to the plan.

Luckily, it seemed pretty easy to pull off, as my editor and I lived on opposite coasts
and I speak with a subtle lisp. Things got dicey, however, during our very first phone
call, when he asked what I thought of "Fag Hag." He was stunned when I told him that I
had never heard of it. "What is it?" I asked. "A girl band?" Turns out, it's a novel.
Weeks later, he was equally gobsmacked when I confessed that I had never watched a
single episode of The Golden Girls. In midsummer, I could actually hear his sneer
through the phone when I let slip my passion for the Cleveland Indians. He considered
baseball "trashy." After each of these awkward moments, I considered flinging open
the closet door, but now, more than embarrassed, I was afraid. You see, I had begun
writing my second novel, and it, too, was narrated by B.K. Troop. The last thing I
wanted to do was unqueer a possible sequel deal.

It is one thing for a straight author to write a novel with a gay
narrator, and quite another for him to do it twice. This became
clear to me when I told my straight male friends about my next
novel -- The House Beautiful. In this book, set four years later,
B.K. Troop inherits a Manhattan brownstone and, in order to
afford the upkeep, rents out rooms to young artists, to whom he
might serve as mentor, if not muse. The fact that all of the
tenants are straight (except for one gorgeous promiscuous
lesbian) was, I soon learned, beside the point. My friends – even
the most liberal of them – were flabbergasted that I was actually
reinvesting in B.K. Why not go all the way, they asked, and make
it a friggin' trilogy? In fact, why not move to Key West and open a

B&B? Right. Like I'd move my antiques to hurricane country.

One afternoon, before Christopher had even arrived in bookstores, I casually
mentioned to my editor that I had met a certain movie star at a party, and he replied,
"Oh, I love him. Is he one of us?" A howling silence followed. I sighed and came clean.
Although he was shocked by the news, and a bit embarrassed, he was remarkably
good-natured about it, and wanted to know all about what had possessed me to write
two books with a gay narrator. My answer was simple: "B.K." And it was true. When a
character stands up and starts walking around, you don't question it; you type. To do
anything else is the height of creative folly, not to mention ingratitude.

When Christopher came out, the gay press was kind. The Advocate picked it as one of
the best reads of the summer. The Chicago Free Press called it "one page after
another of witty, outrageous, raunchy, insightful, tender, and romantic prose." Instinct

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0786717599


Archived Entry - 09/29/2006: "Revessay: Unqueering the Deal"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000647.htm[4/27/2019 3:08:19 PM]

warned: "You'll find yourself cracking up and thanking higher powers that you aren't this
much of a flaming queen!" The mainstream press was just as enthusiastic when they
deigned to review it, but they rarely did, because it had already been branded gay
fiction. A pink triangle might as well have been seared into its spine. Borders and other
chain stores relegated it to the gay section in back. Although I was honored to be
receiving so much support from the gay community, to have my book defined in this
way made no sense to me. If Christopher is gay fiction, does that make Oliver Twist
orphan fiction? Is Moby Dick whale fiction? Is Orlando lesbian fiction?

Okay, forget that last one.

Now, three years later, The House Beautiful has arrived at a bookstore near you.
Despite the fact that on my website and in interviews I am officially out of the straight
closet, the generous support of the gay literary community has not wavered. A gay on-
line literary journal is publishing an excerpt, gay publications are reviewing it, and I am
reading and signing at gay bookstores. If only the mainstream literary community were
as gracious, openhearted, and inclusive toward gay authors. Alas, that day seems far
away. The sad fact is that literature with gay protagonists is, if not ignored, ghettoized --
unless, of course, it inspires a Hollywood movie starring straight people. As for my own
literary future, friends ask me what's next, and, without reservation, I break the exciting
news: Another B.K. Troop novel, the last in the trilogy.

Allison will be reading and signing at:

Books, Inc.
2275 Market Street
San Francisco 94114
415-864-6777
Thursday, October 19, 2006 at 7:30 PM

For more Allison Burnett online:

Lake Anita
The Ring
Coming Out
I was Stalked on Amazon.com
Book review: On the Border

Reviews:
Christopher
House Beautiful

http://www.booksinc.net/NASApp/store/IndexJsp?s=storeinfo&page=266537
http://www.booksinc.net/NASApp/store/IndexJsp?s=storeevents&eventId=331674
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/


Archived Entry - 09/29/2006: "Revessay: Unqueering the Deal"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000647.htm[4/27/2019 3:08:19 PM]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,

http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 09/29/2006: "Revessay: Unqueering the Deal"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000647.htm[4/27/2019 3:08:19 PM]

comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with
your comment and we'll add it.



Archived Entry - 09/27/2006: "Book review: House Beautiful"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000646.htm[4/27/2019 3:08:23 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Graphic novel review: The Lump"] [Main Index] [Next entry:
"Revessay: Unqueering the Deal"]

09/27/2006 Archived Entry: "Book review: House Beautiful"

House Beautiful
By Allison Burnett
Published by Carroll and Graf

Review by Julia Hendricks

BK Troop, the reluctant hero of Christopher, is back in House
Beautiful.

With the death of a friend, BK inherits the House Beautiful, which
is large and beautiful and more than he can afford to maintain.
Making a virtue out of necessity, he decides to recreate himself
as the landlord and mentor of a colony of artists paying reduced

rents, and one young scientist masquerading as a poet.

Unfortunately for BK, the life he pictures for himself of carefree patronage in the midst
of an instant social circle of admiring beneficiaries doesn't turn out quite as he expects.
His tenants aren't particularly grateful or anxious to be advised, his latest lover is given
to tiresome scenes, and his innards are rebelling. Most urgently, the government is
considering discontinuing his disability payments on the grounds of sanity.

House Beautiful is, as you'd expect, deft and ribald and a great deal of fun (I
particularly enjoyed the multiple switchbacks on the reliability of the narration at the
end). It's definitely worth your time to visit.
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The Lump
By Chris Wisnia
Salt Peter Press

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

There is so much going on in Chris Wisnia’s compilation of The
Lump, his hardboiled, macabre murder mystery told through
tabloid-colored glasses, that I’m not exactly sure what to focus
on. In fact, I don’t think I read it correctly, or, at least, it is perhaps
put together in a way that pulled me in two different directions,
making it difficult to give my full attention to either one. Which is
kind of a shame, because both paths Wisnia takes the reader

down are an awful lot of fun.

The Lump storyline, while totally disgusting, is portrayed in such a nostalgic, campy
style that it's impossible to take seriously, and the reader is permitted to just have fun
with it.

In a sort of Dashiell-Hammett meets a 60's sci-fi B movie as told by the Weekly World
News, Rob Oder, editor-in-chief of the yellow rag Tabloia, introduces the ("shocking,
most anticipated tale in the history of publishing!") story of a body that is pushed out of
a moving car and is struck by at least 7 other cars. The corpse is pulverized, but not
before the local medical examiner makes a shocking discovery – the head and the
body do not match. Additionally, a third hand is found.

http://www.tabloia.com/lump.shtml
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.tabloia.com/lump.shtml
http://www.tabloia.com/
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In the melee of flying body parts, the medical examiner, the local police force, and a
cynical detective try to figure out whose hand and whose head belongs to who, and
who is responsible. Also, two twenty-something tattoo aficionados opine on the fashion
statement a head transplant would make and the political ramifications of such a
choice.

The fictitious Oder, whose unnatural love of exclamation points is illegal in 13 states,
also includes for your reading pleasure his own relentless bragging commentary,
unrelated articles on hygiene from Dr. "Cleanie" Santini, bitter reader mail, and
assorted sex facts about the animal kingdom submitted by a series of adolescent boys.

Also fun, in a completely different way, is Wisnia's insertions of his laments of the
thankless, loveless life of the self-publishing comic artist. While the story of the self-
loathing, broke and sad comic book guy was told to heartless perfection by Daniel
Clowes this year in Pussey!, Wisnia is currently the real deal, and his laments of being
a talented guy running up against the brick wall that is breaking into the arts industry
will have many, many heads nodding along in empathy.

Interspersing the two didn't work for me very well, because I wanted to devote my brain
to either one tale of humorous woe or the other, so the next time I read it, I'll stick to
either the paneled pages or the printed word.

Nevertheless, I feel compelled to urge everyone to run! Run very fast! Run and buy
The Lump! It's the most horrifying! Shocking! Story! Ever! Told!

Plus, Wisnia's mortgage payment is due next week.
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Space Pirate Captain Herlock: The Endless Odyssey
Vol 2. "Outside Legend"
Based on the comic "Space Pirate Captain Herlock" by Leiji
Matsumoto
2002 VAP-NTV
English Language Version: Geneon 2004

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

In my enthusiasm for linking pirates and politics, I forgot to
mention a few things in my last review that might be of more than
passing interest to someone wondering if they should buy the

DVD. Don't worry, gentle reader, this is a four part series. I've got plenty of time to tell
all.

Plot
In this second installment of "The Endless Odyssey" saga, Herlock and the crew of the
Arcadia come under direct attack by the manifestations of Noo. Luckily, they meet yet
another mysterious alien woman of a race that I like to refer to as the Goddesses of
Exposition who reveal more about the nature and history of this demonic force.

Things are not going much better for their pursuer. Chief Iruta's world has started to
come apart. He finds himself marooned, helpless and dependant on just the sort of
inconsequential people he's let himself care so little for.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B0001DCYPA/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
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In a manner that my high school drama teacher insured me indicated good theatre,
protagonists and antagonists are changing and growing. Rather than merely suffering
the slings and arrows of their outrageous fortune, their characters expand and develop
as a result of these new experiences.

Graphics
As I have alluded to in previous reviews, this series preserves the graphic style of
Masumoto-san's original manga series down to the oversized lips and undersized eyes
of the "common people" we encounter. Unfortunately being poor apparently causes
people to be born with Mr. Potato-Head syndrome in the Captain Herlock universe.

In stark contrast to the Gankotsuo series and the Appleseed movie who flaunt their
computer generated special effects like Liz Taylor with a new diamond, Space Pirate
Captain Herlock tends to be as coy with its enhancements as starlet with a new set of
ta-tas. You may miss even the most obvious specimen of CGI on the first viewing.
When watching the collection of samples of computer generated effects on the bonus
reel (that does not come with this DVD) my reaction was less "Oh, wow!" than it was
"Oh, really?"

The art director has chosen and appropriately "pirately" color palette for this series.
Strong blacks and reds dominate against a backdrop of earth tones. Another reviewer
complained of the colors being "mushy." Either he and I are watching different prints,
have different tastes, or I've dusted my TV more recently than he has, because I found
the graphics to be strong and clear despite the dark palette.

Packaging
As usual, Geneon provides a nice package for this DVD. The cover art is strong and
dramatic. There's a plastic flyer inside the front cover that I mistook for illustrated liner
notes. Apparently, though, if you collect the inserts from all four DVDs of this saga, you
can snap them together into a little box to put your pirate-y pencils in, I guess. That is,
if you don't plan to use it to waylay rich merchant cockroaches.

I really like the design of the menu pages for this series. It's simple but attractive and,
of course, very pirate-y.

As I said before, the bonus pickings are pretty slim on this DVD. The real bonus
package comes with the last installment of the series. It's worth the wait, but if you just
buy this installment, you'll definitely be waiting. A textless opening sequence and the
various translation options are all you get.

Speaking of translations, the English voice work is well cast and executed with
competence and style. There are a few examples of odd word choices and awkward
phrasing that show up in the subtitles. However, the English version wisely smoothes
over these rough corners.

Bottom Line
Volume Two is an engaging extension of the "Endless Odyssey" saga. While I don't
consider it the high point of the series, it continues everything that was good about Part
One. Besides, if you don't buy this DVD, you'll never have a pirate pencil box that you
can use to keelhaul those scurvy, landlubber cockroaches.
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The Conrad Boys
Director: Justin Lo
Studio: Newport Films

Review by Logan

There's only one reason to watch the film: actor Nick Bartzen.
Nick plays supporting character Jordan Rivers, a wrong-side-of-
the-tracks hottie who is also the main love interest of the film. His
cute, squinty, perfect smile steals the show, although there wasn't
that much to steal.

While I respect the attempt at a coming of age story, I was left
wondering how the main character Charlie (played by Lo) grows and what choices he
ends up making. I would have loved to see any one of the various plot lines developed
more fully. Instead, it felt like very little had been resolved at the end of the movie.
Even worse, it seemed that Charlie hadn't grown or changed much as a result of his
experiences.

Some of the various plot lines have the potential to be powerful by themselves. Instead,
each is lost in the resulting hodgepodge of themes. The Conrad Boys could have a
been a striking movie about first gay love, with the good boy/bad boy elements. It could
have been a story about a gay son rejecting his father because of previous
abandonment issues, and a potential reconciliation. I would have also enjoyed a movie
about a boy coming out to himself, his recently returned father, and his younger

http://imdb.com/title/tt0468463/
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brother/ward.

This is the movie I wanted to see: Charlie's faces his internal struggle with giving up a
promising Columbia college career to raise his younger brother. Upon his father
returning after a six year absence, Charlie then has a choice of letting his father raise
his brother and relieving the weight of the world from his young shoulders. In this
choice Charlie also has two possibilities open: he can go to Columbia and move away
with his first love Jordan. Charlie would then face one final dilemma: would he stay and
reconnect with the father figure he never got to know, or would he pursue his dreams
and his love?

The Conrad Boys is cute enough, and worth watching for Nick "Eye Candy" Bartzen.
Most of the dialogue is stilted and the actors don't seem to open up into the emotional
depths a gay angst film offers up so readily. Also, except for the one quickie j/o scene,
the film lacks any sexual tension or release. Come on now. If you're going to make a
movie about a 19 year old and 22 year old gay couple and have it seem at all based in
reality, there has to be sex. Lots of it. Also, that's a movie I would have enjoyed a
whole lot more!
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Kumoricon 2006

By Tom Good

This year's Kumoricon was larger than last year, with over 2200
fans in attendance, and the new location at the Jantzen Beach
Red Lion provided scenic views of the Columbia River. Guests

included anime producer Toshifumi Yoshida, voice actors Tiffany Grant and Kirk
Thornton, Michael Gombos and Carl Gustav Horn from Dark Horse Comics, comedy
group Bakazoku, and musician Piano Squall. As always, seeing the elaborate
costumes created and worn by the fans was a large part of the fun.

Dark Horse Comics

Michael Gombos and Carl Gustav Horn from Dark Horse Comics talked about manga
in America. Asked about submitting art, they said that they loved to discover new
artists, but they got hundreds of submissions per year, many of which offered too little
material to evaluate. Many artists submit just a few character sketches, but they said
they need to see evidence that an artist can tell a story and sustain it over many pages.

Voice Acting Panel

Producer Toshifumi Yoshida and voice actors Tiffany Grant and Kirk Thornton hosted a
panel about voice dubbing. They were asked why the English actors have to work so

http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Kumoricon2006/KumoriconCosplay2006.html
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hard to exactly match all the "lip flaps" in the animation, even though the Japanese
original may not match very well. Grant explained that in the Japanese version may be
recorded when the art is not finished yet -- the recording cast has to meet a tight
schedule because Japanese studio time is so expensive. But since the English dub is
made after the animation is complete, it is held to a higher standard. She also said that
she always watches the original scene first before recording her part, but just to see
what happens, not necessarily to try to imitate the original voice.

Yoshida explained that cultural differences can account for some of the discrepancies
between the Japanese voices and those in the English dub. For example, in Japanese
culture a stereotypical "threatening male villain" voice would often be a very effeminate-
sounding voice, but that would not make sense in American culture. And for female
voices, American girls do not speak in the very high-pitched tones of their Japanese
counterparts.

A fan asked about inaccurate pronunciation of Japanese personal and place names in
English dubs. Yoshida said that they have to choose a pronunciation that all the actors
can comfortably say, then use it consistently. He compared it to how the standard
American pronunciation of Toyota does not match the Japanese(approximately "toy-
OH-tuh" in America vs. "toh-yoh-tah" in Japan). But someone in America who said "I
drive a toh-yoh-tah" would sound weird. Yoshida also pointed out that Japanese fans
never complained about the incorrect pronunciation of English names like "Edward
Elric" in the Japanese version of Fullmetal Alchemist.

Yoshida challenged the belief that American companies come along and "ruin"
Japanese anime by making arbitrary changes. He reminded the audience that the
Japanese companies retain the rights to the material and control how it is used.
Sometimes the Japanese company makes decisions about the English translation
even though the American company does not agree. For example, the subtitle of the
first Inuyasha movie, "Affections Touching Across Time," is an awkward phrase in
English, ". . . but they made us use it," Yoshida said. He also mentioned that the
Japanese company behind Gungrave wanted to call a character "Blandon" instead of
"Brandon," until the American producer talked them out of it.

Piano Squall Concert

Michael "Piano Squall" Gluck gave a concert featuring his own
piano arrangements of music from anime and video games.
Gluck's "Nintendo old-school medley" accompanied a fast paced
and entertaining video montage of scenes from a variety of
Nintendo games featuring Mario. It reminded me of how movie
houses in the era of silent films often had live music from a piano
or pipe organ to accompany the show. He also performed a
complex "Final Fantasy battle themes medley" that got a big

round of applause from the fans. After the concert, he sold posters that raised over
$800 for the National Multiple Sclerosis Society. Gluck obviously enjoys what he does,
and his enthusiasm comes through in his performances.

Voice Dubbing Demo

In one of my favorite events of the weekend, Yoshida gave a demonstration of voice
dubbing and let some audience members attempt to dub a short scene from Inuyasha.

http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Kumoricon2006/KumriconCosplay2006.html
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0322645/
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Naturally it was tricky to get the timing just right. Three audible beeps marked the
entrance for the line, such that the actor would start at the imaginary fourth beep. But
even knowing exactly when to come in, the actor still had to speak at the right pace to
match the lip movements and finish at the right time, and creating a convincing acting
performance at the same time was also a challenge.

But two things really surprised me: First, the nonverbal vocalizations that accompany
actions like being stabbed or swinging a sword were quite difficult for the volunteer
actors to create, because these sounds can easily come across as unintentionally
funny. The scripts have very specific descriptions of each one, indicating what the
character is reacting to, and whether the noise should be made with an open mouth,
closed mouth, or clenched teeth. Second, on the whole the end result was much better
than I would have imagined. It was not as good as the real English dub, but it was fairly
listenable. Maybe this shows that the sort of anime fan who would volunteer for a demo
like this has some degree of voice acting talent.

In the end, it took about an hour to record the dubbing for a section of the show that
was less than a minute long. Kirk Thornton said that professional voice actors might
work more quickly than this, but then again, in some cases they might not. The event
gave me a new appreciation for how much work is involved in dubbing an anime.

Cosplay

The cosplay contest allowed fans to take to the stage to show off
their costumes, skits, and dance numbers. One group of yaoi
manga fans sang a song to the tune of "YMCA" called "Y-A-O-I."
Though many costumes were from popular shows like Fullmetal
Alchemist and Naruto, one group dressed as characters from
Death Note, a relatively new manga that I think deserves more
attention. The cosplayers performed in front of a packed house,
with standing-room-only at the back.

I enjoyed this year's Kumoricon even more than last year, and it was great to see the
convention continue to grow in popularity.

See also:

Kumoricon 2005
Piano Squall interview

Replies: 1 Comment

Thanks for mentioning our DeathNote skit/cosplay! I hope you enjoyed it! It was a lot of
fun. (And yes, Deathnote needs more love.)
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Puro Muerto
Published by La Mano Press

Review by Kathryn Ramage

The Day of the Dead, which occurs on November 1-2, is
celebrated in Mexico and other Spanish-speaking countries (and
parts of the U.S. with large Hispanic communities); artwork plays
a large part in this, featuring images of the dead.

This book is a collection of such artwork, created for the Day of
the Dead by various artists--mostly Los Angelenos, according to

the foreword in both English and Spanish by editors Artemio Rodriguez (who is also a
contributing artist) and Jose Orozco, but the work of the classic "Dead" Mexican
broadside artist, Jose Guadalupe Posada.

Beyond the foreword, there is no text, only page after page of colorful and black-and-
white illustrations. What I took away from looking through them is that this festival for
the dead is not only a memorial for friends and family who have passed on, but a
celebration of Life (As a frontispiece illustration by Rodriguez declares: "Life is fragil
[sic]: Love it or Leave it.") We see a multitude of images of the Dead as if they were still
very much alive and enjoying themselves in the usual party pursuits: drinking and
dancing and having a good time. Others are engaged in ordinary, everyday activities.
With the holiday's relationship to Halloween*, a few are in Trick-or-Treat costumes.
Some of the illustrations, in contrast, have political themes; for example, we see

http://www.puromuerto.com/
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skeletal figures crossing the U.S./Mexican border. While many of the Dead are
represented as skeletons; others still have skin on their bones, and death is only
indicated by the tell-tale prominent skull-like teeth and dark shadows or hollows
around the eyes.

It's a fascinating collection, sometimes humorous, other times touching, and it left me
with a much more positive feeling than a book about dead people ought to... which I
suspect is the point.

*Halloween is the Eve of All Hallows, i.e., All Saints' Day (November 1) by the Catholic
liturgical calendar; All Souls' Day is November 2. 

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417


Archived Entry - 09/10/2006: "Book Review: Puro Muerto"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000641.htm[4/27/2019 3:08:39 PM]

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 09/07/2006: "DVD review: She's the Man"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000640.htm[4/27/2019 3:08:43 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Book review: Here Comes The Sun, The Spiritual and Musical
Journey of George Harrison"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Book Review: Puro Muerto"]

09/07/2006 Archived Entry: "DVD review: She's the Man"

She's the Man
Director: Andy Flickman
Studio: Paramount Home Video

Review by Logan

I recently watched "She's the Man" on DVD. The most important
thing to know about this movie: Channing Tatum is one hot piece
of man meat. Second, Amanda Bynes was cute and endearing in

her role. Third, I think I'm in love with a boy whose name starts with "Ch" and ends with
"anning".

She's the Man is a remake of Shakespeare's Twelfth Night. I didn't know that when I
rented the movie, but quickly realized something was up. See, there are these two
twins Sebastian and Viola. Viola decides to dress up and pretend to be her brother so
she can prove herself in a boy's world (i.e. on the soccer field). It's not long before
there are crazy mishaps, near-miss revelations of the secret identity, and lots of
twisted love triangles.

Here's how the confusion sorts out:

Duke likes Olivia. Olivia falls for Sebastian who is really Viola. Viola falls for Duke, but
is pretending to be Sebastian so she can't tell Duke. Olivia feigns an interest in Duke to
make Sebastian (who's really Viola) jealous. Monique is the real Sebastian's girlfriend
who twin sis Viola hates. Viola as Sebastian breaks up with Monique. The real

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0454945/
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Sebastian comes back, also dumps Monique, and gets together with Olivia. Viola
eventually gets caught playing Sebastian and Duke feels betrayed and lied to.
Eventually Duke gets with Viola, Olivia and the real Sebastian hook it up, and Monique
is escorted to the ball by Duke's best friend, who questionably might have a thing for
Duke. (Ok, maybe that last bit is me reading into the script.)
I was amazed at how much I liked this movie. I only rented it so I could ogle Mr. Tatum
and his shirtless torso. The first ten minutes of the movie took some "readjustment" on
my part. The cheesy teen idol dialogue paired with the MTV music video montage that
comprises every other scene is a little stomach-churning at first. But then the
Shakespearean topsy-turvy begins and the movie becomes quite enjoyable. I laughed
out loud a number of times, and even rewound a few scenes to watch over. (Ok, I
admit most of these rewind/rewatch episodes involved my hunky boyfriend-to-be.)

Amanda Bynes was adorable as Viola, and as Sebastian. Her wacky facial expressions
and attempts at being jocky as Sebastian were adorable. She's also pretty sexy in a
slinky dress as Viola. David Cross plays a hilarious role as the dorky yet understanding
school principal. Vinnie Jones (who some of you may remember as Juggernaut in X3),
does a nice job playing the tough on the outside, soft on the inside soccer coach.

As I mentioned, I did laugh out loud a number of times. (Just ask my roommates, they
kept checking in to see what was so funny.) While the movie was generally quite
amusing, there were two hilarious scenes. One takes place in the gym with Duke and
Sebastian (who is really Viola). At one point they hug and Sebastian's hand slips down
onto Duke's ass. The resulting homophobic awkwardness is actually quite amusing.
Just following the hug, Duke (aka my future husband Channing), executes a flawless
slapstick attempt at being suave to impress Olivia. Finally, there's a fight scene in the
girl's bathroom that leads to one girl actually clotheslining another girl. That's right, a
girlfight clothesline. Awww yeaaaahhhh!

If you can reset your movie tolerances and overlook the music montages, then you will
enjoy She's the Man. It comes in right about 100 minutes, so it doesn't get too bogged
down by trying to explain the complicated and lengthy Shakespearean plot. It's short,
cute, funny, and full of sexy young stars. Especially Channing Tatum.

Replies: 1 Comment

I really enjoyed this movie as well, and heck i Channing Tatum ever sexy!! but what i
would really like to find out is what kind of dress is Viola wearing at the end of the
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Here Comes The Sun, The Spiritual and Musical Journey of
George Harrison
by Joshua M. Greene
Published by John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2006

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Let me say right from the beginning: I loved this book! Despite
the obvious proselytizing on behalf of the Hindu religion -- what
used to be known as Krishna Consciousness here in the States -
- Joshua M. Greene, writer and producer for PBS and the Disney
Channel (he also wrote "Justice at Dachau" and "Witness: Voices
from the Holocaust", which was made into a PBS-TV

documentary), has written a tender, loving account of the life of George Harrison,
before and after the Beatles, and how his faith in Krishna helped him to overcome all
the emotional and financial setbacks in his life, ultimately allowing him to die with grace
after losing his battle with brain cancer.

From his birth on February 25, 1943 to his death on November 29, 2001, George's
journey through life is faithfully recounted by Joshua, who first met him in 1970 at EMI
Studios in London, where George was producing an album of Sanskrit hymns with a
group of Hindu devotees from the Radha Krishna Temple in London, which George
founded with a generous donation. The author, who plays the organ, was invited to sit
in on the recording session after he visited the temple and got to know the devotees.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/047169021X
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He also got to know George quite well, and was impressed by his sincere devotion to
the faith they shared. 

The youngest member of the Beatles, George stuck with them through the dark days of
performing in cheap stripper clubs in postwar Berlin during the late 50's to the brighter
days of the early 60's when they became the number one rock and roll band in
England and America. Known as the Quiet Beatle for his modesty and his shy, retiring
personality, he let himself be pushed into the background by the brilliant songwriting
team of Lennon and McCartney despite being as talented as they were. While they
were writing popular ditties like "Love Me Do" and "Drive My Car", he was writing
deeper songs, like the India-inspired "Love You, Too" and the sitar instrumentation on
the Lennon/McCartney track "Tomorrow Never Knows" on the "Revolver" album in
1966.

Being young and impressionable, George naturally went along with his mates when it
came to partying, experimenting with drugs, making love and art which created plenty
of publicity. All he really wanted after he married his lovely girlfriend, model Pattie
Boyd, was to live quietly, but the glamour of show business demanded that he live up
to the image of a successful rock star in Swinging London during the late 60's. As a
Beatle, he toured the world, met famous people, performed before adoring crowds in
packed clubs and stadiums, even received an MBE (Medal of the British Empire) from
Queen Elizabeth II along with his mates at the height of their fame. But it wasn't
enough for the Quiet Beatle; deep down inside, he was searching for something more
tangible than wealth, more lasting than fame, something that would make sense of life
on Earth and why we're all here. And he found it when he discovered Krishna
Consciousness.

He came to it slowly, first through the music of Ravi Shankar, already a famous sitar
player in his native India, who longed to make Indian classical music known throughout
the world. From Ravi he learned how to play the sitar, how to practice yoga and how to
meditate, clearing his mind by chanting the names of God in Hindu. When he took up
with the Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, in an effort to learn more about his new faith, he
convinced the other Beatles to follow him to the maharishi's ashram, or retreat, in rural
Rishikesh, India. That didn't go well, at least as far as the others were concerned. John
Lennon, in particular, was greatly disillusioned by the persistent rumors that the
mararishi was a little too fond of his female followers, with whom he frequently had
private prayer sessions, the kind that would get a Catholic priest defrocked if his
superiors found out, and which inspired John's song "Sexy Sadie", in which he
denounces the maharishi's conduct, substituting "Sexy Sadie" for "maharishi". 

Surprisingly, Joshua Green downplays this sordid side of the Maharishi Yogi's nature.
He makes George look naïve at best, and a fool at worse, for refusing to believe that
his spiritual leader could be involved in anything scandalous. The brief review blurb by
Mia Farrow on the book's back cover gave me a clue about why Joshua chose to
downplay this part of George's past; after all, Mia and her sister Prudence were part of
the group of Westerners who were staying at the ashram during that period, and
Prudence was allegedly the object of the maharishi's unwanted attentions, which made
her so scared that she refused to come out of her little hut during the day. Joshua
would have you believe that the reason she was such a recluse was that she was so
heavily into meditation; once she started meditating in the morning, she wouldn't come
out all day. This inspired John to write "Dear Prudence", in which he exhorts her to
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come out and play. Was Prudence Farrow really so fond of meditating or was she
hiding from the maharishi? Is Joshua Green an honest writer or more interested in
defending a clergyman of his faith? I would advise readers to read between the lines,
as well as researching what happened behind the scenes at Rishikesh, before making
up their own minds.

Another disturbing inconsistency occurs earlier in the book, before the Beatles' go to
Berlin. Joshua mentions that Stu Sutcliffe was George's friend, when I know that Stu
was best friends with John. They started the band, in fact. It made me wonder, if
Joshua could get this simple fact wrong, just how accurate are the rest of the details in
this book? I already knew about John's Aunt Mimi's hostility toward his band (she once
remarked to her nephew that "the guitar is all very well, but you'll never make a living
at it!"), but had no idea that George's mother Louise was so supportive, even showing
up at the Cavern Club in Liverpool after the boys were discovered by Brian Epstein to
cheer them on. Was Mrs. Harrison really so supportive of her son's musical career, or
is this merely Joshua Greene's optimistic viewpoint? And am I being too obsessive-
compulsive over these little minutiae of the Beatles' lives? 

The author also mentions the "My Sweet Lord" scandal of the 70's, in which Bright
Tunes Music Corporation sued George, claiming that his beautifully spiritual song was
a rip off of "He's So Fine" by the Chiffons in 1963. Even the sympathetic judge in that
case ruled in 1976 that George had "subconsciously" plagiarized the tune, awarding
Bright Tunes a generous settlement. Shortly thereafter, the Chiffons recorded a cover
version of "My Sweet Lord". (And I hope it sank like a stone on the charts!) For the
record, the lawsuit wasn't brought by the Chiffons, but by the estate of the late Ronnie
Mack, who wrote "He's So Fine". Still, it was a tacky thing to do to a good, kind man
who was only paying tribute to his god. They even played "My Sweet Lord" at the
Krishna temple in London and at the one in San Francisco to begin the morning
prayers, that's how much they loved it! 

But George wasn't feeling any love during that tumultuous period in his life, during
which the Beatles broke up and his wife Pattie left him for his friend Eric Clapton. If
anybody deserved to become bitter and cynical as a result of these setbacks, it was
George. But instead of turning to drink and drugs for comfort, he turned to Krishna. He
withdrew to his estate, Friar Park, thirty-five miles north of London, where he prayed,
meditated, sang and chanted with his fellow devotees from the Radha Krishna temple,
wrote beautiful songs like "Blackbird" to show his sorrow and his optimism in the face
of misfortune ("Take these broken wings and learn to fly...take these sunken eyes and
learn to see...you were only waiting for this moment to be free.") and "Here Comes The
Sun" to show his hope for tomorrow and all the tomorrows to come ("Little Darling, it's
been a long, cold, lonely winter...it feels like years since it's been here. Here comes the
sun, here comes the sun, and I say it's all right.") He also gave a benefit concern for
Bangladesh, which was then suffering from the aftermath of a terrible war, that he held
in New York City's Madison Square Garden with a little help from his friends; Bob
Dylan, Ravi Shankar, Ringo Starr, Billy Preston, Badfinger, et al. 

Not everyone appreciated George's newfound faith. His own family handled his
transition from Church of England to Krishna Consciousness with more grace than his
fans, who, to do them justice, were expecting to hear at least a few Beatle tunes when
George went touring on his own after the breakup. Instead they were inundated with
religious references to the Hindu gods, which even found their way into old Beatles'
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lyrics ("In my life, I love God more"? Really, George!) The albums he released during
the 80's -- All Things Must Pass, Living in the Material World, etc. -- were roundly
panned by the critics for being "too preachy", full of religious references. But George
didn't care; his mission in life was to preach the truth as he saw it, and how he had
found the truth through Krishna. He did mellow out in his later years and tone down the
religious references, much to the critics' and fans' relief, but he never lost his faith,
even during the dark days after John Lennon's murder, and the aftermath of being
attacked by a drug-crazed fan in his own home on New Year's Eve 1999. 

In retrospect, those dark periods seemed to be preparation for the darkest days of all,
when he was diagnosed with cancer at the Mayo Clinic in March 2001. From then on,
he lived only to glorify God, chanting "Hare Krishna" constantly on his prayer beads
when flying on a plane or sitting in his garden, or simply reciting "Om Hari Om" as he
walked down the street. He loved life, but he also loved God too much to curse him for
taking it from him. He wanted the world to go on without him after he left, because he
knew that his loved ones would still be here, and all the things that he had learned to
love, like music, friendship, family, the taste of good food and all the other simple
pleasures one enjoys while in bodily form.

Now that George has passed on, it remains to us to receive his legacy of song and
serenity with gratitude and appreciation. Even if you are not religious, or find it hard to
see God in any religion but your own, you should find it easier to understand the
concept of seeking God in your own way after reading this lovingly written account of
George Harrison's life. Just remember not to take too seriously the inconsistencies
previously mentioned; does it really matter who was friends with Stu Sutcliffe first?
Whether the Maharishi Mahesh Yogi was really a dirty old man or not did not affect the
validity of the message he was trying to teach; even a soiled stained glass window can
still let in the sunlight. And the spoilsports who insisted on suing George for his
unintentional plagiarism of their silly song only succeeded in calling attention to their
own greed, while "My Sweet Lord" is still sung in temples and churches throughout the
world. I'm willing to overlook the flaws in Joshua Greene's account of George's life
because of the overall impression of genuine affection for George that I perceived
between the lines, knowing that Joshua was only doing his best to tell us about his
friend through the medium of words, which can be so limiting. To quote Neal Young,
another musician known for his profundity, "I sing this song because I love the man, I
know that some of you don't understand..." 

Replies: 1 Comment

Great review, Ida! One correction: George didn't write "Blackbird" - Paul did.

Posted by Lene Taylor @ 09/15/2006 09:31 PM PST
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Inheritance (DC Universe)
By Devin Grayson
Published by Warner Books

Review by Logan

DC Universe: Inheritance
by Devin Grayson

I picked this book up because I'd heard there were some gay
undertones contained within. While reading the book I came to
this realization: Green Arrow is a big gay homosexual. I always
thought that the handlebar mustache and that feather in his cap
implied a flamboyance of sorts. In this novel, though, the author

takes GA's questionable sexuality a bit further.

The book revolves around a fictional country and an assassination attempt on its
president and his son. The key players that get involved are Batman/Nightwing, Green
Arrow/Arsenal, and Aquaman/Tempest. Each section of the book explores the back-
story of each sidekick. We learn how each sidekick came to deeply depend on their
mentor/older male figure. These twisted hero/sidekick relationships yield messed up
kids who grow up still seeking the approval and acceptance of their mentors.

The relationship covered in the most depth is that of Green Arrow and Speedy (who

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0446616575
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becomes Arsenal). Speedy turns to drugs as a substitute for the attention he never
gets from Green Arrow. The unspoken tension between these two is high throughout
the book. (Maybe some sexual tension, maybe not.)

Most of the characters have a straight cover story (Batman was banging Catwoman,
GA and Black Canary were doing the nasty, etc.). However, the subtext is heavy on
the deviant, codependent relationships between these older men and their young
wards. Then there's the not-so-subtle hints that GA is a big ol' gay. (click through for
examples of GA's flirtation with men.)

Overall this was amusing to read for the gay subtext. But, the over-arching plot is
booorrrring. I mean, seriously. You put 3 of the most well-known hero/sidekick pairs
together 20 years later and all you set them up against is a band of Middle Eastern
rebels trying to overthrow a fledgling democracy? Holy literary tedium Batman! The
author should have set these three pairs against some real villains and then explored
what happens to the warped codependencies. Would the former sidekicks finally give
in to their angst and turn on their mentors in the heat of battle? Maybe the mentor
heroes would sacrifice themselves to protect their beloved wards. Now, that would be a
fun book to read.

GA starts off the book hanging out at a bar. (maybe a gay bar???)
Ollie stuffed the cell phone into the front pocket of his jeans and, still lounging
comfortable on his bar stool, smiled roguishly at the young, muscular blond tending
bar, signaling him over.

Exchange between Aquaman and GA:
"Your boy's looking good," [Aquaman] commented ...

"Yeah he is, isn't he?" Ollie sounded pleased. "That kid's always been a looker. They
all are. No wonder people like to speculate."

Arthur frowned slightly as Ollie laughed.

"I meant he looked healthy," Arthur clarified.

"Oh yeah." Ollie was undaunted. " I meant the hero-sidekick thing, how everyone
assumes we're doing dirty things with these gorgeous kids in the --"

Arthur used his most regally authoritative voice to cut his friend off. "I know what you
meant."

While riding passenger on Nightwing's motorcycle:

Ollie was surprised to feel Nightwing's gloved hand cup his knee..

GA on Batman's first encounter with Dick Grayson:
Green Arrow climbed off the back of the bike and gave Nightwing's shoulder a quick,
parental squeeze. "One look into your baby blues and I'm sure [Batman] didn't care
what the hell you could do."

After GA knocks out a water tower drenching Nightwing:
"Thanks for the shower." Nightwing frowned at Green Arrow, taking his boots off one at
a time to shake the water out of them.
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"That wet hair thing really works for you, kid. You look like the cover of a romance
novel," [said Green Arrow.]

Replies: 1 Comment

Yup, that's pretty gay. Good for DC!

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08/21/2006 03:59 PM PST
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Abundance: A Novel of Marie Antoinette
By Sena Jeter Naslund
Published William Morrow (HarperCollins)
Publication date: October 2006

Reviewed by Kathryn Ramage

This is a sympathetic view of the Austrian-born French queen,
written in the first person, beginning on the day she first arrives in
France as an underdeveloped 14-year-old girl to be married to
the Dauphin, and ending as she waits for the guillotine blade to
descend.

It's also an attempt by the author to dispel some of the myths that have accumulated
around Marie Antoinette (for example, she never said anything like "Let them eat
cake."), while at the same time acknowledging some of the queen's faults and errors
that led to her downfall, and the downfall of the ancien regime: her extravagances, her
gambling, her financial support of favored friends, and her propensity to overlook what
was going on in France and pay more attention to her games of "pretend," such as her
elaborate plans for a rustic play-village within the grounds of Versailles.

Most of these faults, however, are placed in the context of a young woman distracting
herself from her own impossible position: as wife of the Dauphin and later King Louis
XVI, her primary purpose in life was to produce an heir, but as long as her marriage
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remained unconsummated, she simply didn't have the opportunity to have any
children--and, of course, she was the one held responsible even though it was Louis
who had the problem. Actually, he suffered from phimosis, a condition of the foreskin
that makes intercourse painful if not impossible.

The novel is filled with an incredible amount of detail on the daily life at Versailles--the
clothes they wore, the foods eaten, the hairstyles worn, the portraits painted, and the
entrenched court etiquette--all the results of extensive research. Perhaps it's too much
detail, for the book is over 500 pages, and the earlier parts of the story move very
slowly. If there is a plot here, it involves waiting for the poor princess to have her
marriage consummated; after 7 years of marriage, when it finally does occur, the
author provides a suitably romantic and sexy scenario for the occasion.

Things begin to pick up after Louis XV dies, and the Dauphin and Antoinette become
King and Queen. As the Revolution approaches, it's a swift and horrifying slide down
toward their destiny at the guillotine. I think it speaks for the author's presentation of
this final part of the story that, even though I knew exactly what was going to happen to
the royal family after Bastille Day, I had difficulty putting the book down. The final
chapters are enthralling and inescapably tragic, and worth reading even if you skip a bit
on the earlier sections. 
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The Clouds Above
by Jordan Crane
Published by Fantagraphics

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

Last week my mother sent me a Harlequin Romance novel.
Pardon me, a Harlequin Super Romance novel. What elevated

this assembly-line bodice ripper above the lesser bargain bin romance novels I’ll never
know, because I took it to work the next day, unopened, and tossed it into the blue
storage bin the employees use as a library/free book giveaway. It landed with a soft
thwack, sliding across dozens of other copies of cheap pulp fiction and layers of last
week’s tabloids (same thing.) I don’t think my mother read it, either.

"You probably won't like it," she said. "But they delivered it along with the evening
paper one day, so I just sent it on."

My prejudice against these mass-produced little paperbacks was formed when I was
six or seven and spending the afternoon at my Aunt Mary's large white saltbox house.
There were two paper grocery bags next to the front door stuffed with dozens of them.
My Aunt Mary had driven them over to the Jumble sale at St. Mary's Catholic Church,
but the sale organizers had refused them on grounds that they had too many already.
Evidently all the female parishioners at St. Mary's had at least two garbage bags full of
Harlequins they couldn't give away.
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Nobody wants these books, I thought, because they all look alike on the outside, and
they all probably are alike on the inside, and nobody really cares about them, and who
knows if anybody even really writes them? Robots do, probably.

Conversely, I developed a strong appreciation for writers who genuinely seem to care
about how every sentence is crafted, and comic writers who care about every panel.
Maybe it's a matter of respect? I don't get the feeling that the writers of Harlequin
Romance (or Super Romance!) novels respected their readers very much, and don't
care whether the books are well-written or not.

Renee French's graphic novel The Ticking, I felt, paid the highest compliment to her
readers by creating a novel where every word, every page had been carefully crafted
and perfected before its release. It makes you feel that if you were to recommend it to
someone who did not like it, that you could feel confident that the problem was not you
or The Ticking, it was the person who inexplicably could not appreciate such a fine
work.

When I read that one of French's influences in writing this remarkable book was Jordan
Crane's The Clouds Above, I knew I had to read it. French warned that the two books
don't have much in common, and she was right.

I received the "Regular, Just Fine" edition of The Clouds Above (as opposed to the
"Extra Fancy Limited Edition" that is also offered) and found it to be a delightful, light-
hearted children's fantasy. Unlike The Ticking, The Clouds Above is in full color,
although Crane focuses primarily on soft cotton candy pink and bright canary yellow.
Simon and his fat cat Jack, late for school one day, hide up on the rooftop, where they
discover a staircase that spirals endlessly up into the sky. As they climb higher and
higher, the air gets colder and colder, and the pair abandoned the staircase for a romp
in the sugary pink clouds, where they meet a bird-loving cumulus named Perch, battle
angry thunderheads, and fail to befriend a flock of rambunctious yellow birds.

It's nothing like French's book at all, until you consider that both Crane and French
sweated the details in every single panel page. Simon's hair is dreamy and pink,
setting him apart from his other classmates, the cranky teacher has flies circling her,
and honestly, what won my heart in the beginning is the inside cover, which features
Simon and Jack sleeping on a cloud. In the middle of the cloud, just like in those Little
Golden Books I remembered from childhood, are the words "This BOOK belongs to:"
and there's enough space underneath for a child-like scrawl.

The Clouds Above is like getting a Whitman's Sampler back in the day when you were
little enough to think that was some fancy candy. Holding the square, thick pink book is
like holding the candy box, and each page inside is like a perfect, individual piece of
candy. And, like a Whitman's Sampler, you shouldn't rush to finish the entire book at
once. Savor each page for its unique flavor.

I can't wait to read it to my kids. I hope they like it. And if they don't, well, that's their
fault.
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The Meaning of Night: A Confession
By Michael Cox
Published W.W. Norton
Publication date: September 2006

Review by Kathryn Ramage

This novel starts with a murder, but not the murder our first-
person narrator and protagonist Edward Glapthorne plans to
commit. This killing is of an anonymous man Glapthorne has
followed through the streets of London, as a sort of dress
rehearsal for the murder he truly intends, a poet named Phoebus
Rainsford Daunt.

From there, we are led through the labyrinthine backstory of Edward Glapthorne's life,
leading up to that murder: his childhood, his first encounter with his mortal enemy
when both were young boys at Eton, how he begins to investigate the mystery behind
his birth and true lineage, and how he meets the woman he loves. There is also a
subplot about a note Glapthorne has received, indicating that someone saw him
commit the murder and his attempts to find out who this person is, before he murders
Daunt.

The story is presented as a recently-discovered confession written by a Victorian
gentleman. It's a picture of mid-Victorian England straight out of a novel of the period,
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populated with blustering baronets, kindly country clergy and their daughters, secretive
lawyers, ruffians and harlots (there is a little more sex than you'd see in a true Victorian
novel). The author captures the language and attitudes of the era convincingly.
Glapthorne never sounds like a modern man in fancy dress--something I find
particularly irritating in period novels and films. The entire story is also interlaced with a
knowledge of old books and early printing; many pages contain erudite footnotes on
the subject, as well as on other obscure details of mid-Victorian life. It's all very well
researched, as well as a fascinating read.

And, when we finally find out what exactly Phoebus Daunt did to Glapthorne to earn
such hatred, murder seems entirely understandable if not perfectly justifiable.

Glapthorne very easily gains our sympathy as he tells his story, except that the murder
of that anonymous man at the very beginning casts a shadow over everything else that
happens, before and afterwards; it's never forgotten by the reader, nor the narrator. 

Replies: 1 Comment

I hate how so many historical novels are written in a modern voice, too! Nice to see
someone with a similar view.

Posted by Angie @ 08/23/2006 04:43 PM PST
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Enchanter, Vol. 1
by Izumi Kawachi
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

Haruhiko is a student who has fallen in love with his beautiful
teacher Yuka. Then a woman named Eukanaria who looks a lot
like Yuka (but dresses much more provocatively) descends
through a magical portal and into his life. Haruhiko may be
getting nowhere with Yuka, but Eukanaria definitely wants his
body. The bad news is that she is being pursued by demons, and

she wants his body for a supernatural experiment that does not sound especially safe.
She offers sexual favors in exchange for his cooperation, but will he agree to become a
raw material for her magic?

Enchanter sets up a funny counterbalance between its two main characters. Eukanaria
reminds Haruhiko of Yuka, but in turn Haruhiko reminds Eukanaria of a man in her life.
He is attracted to her physical charms, and she wants to use his body for sorcery. They
have to work together and protect each other from their common enemies, but the real
question seems to be whether they can learn to respect each other and become more
than reluctant allies.

This book is filled with flirty pinup style art, which is inspired (according to some
supplemental material) by the author's "older-woman fetish." Eukanaria looks great, so
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poor Haruhiko really has to struggle to avoid temptation.

I liked the way the story flowed swiftly from one situation to the next, never letting up in
its pace. The large variety of cinematic angles and points of view in the art also helps
to create this dynamic feeling. Though Enchanter uses many familiar fantasy and
romantic-comedy elements, the consistently high-quality presentation brings them to
life. It reminds me of hearing a great musician play the blues: you may not be all that
surprised by the next chord, but it still sounds great. Enchanter was a lot of fun, and I
am looking forward to the next volume.

See also: Interview with Izumi Kawachi by Ginger Mayerson
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The Archangels of Dreamland
By Steven L. Fawcette
Published by The Trophy Group

Review by Kathryn Ramage

The story begins like an old-fashioned sci-fi B-movie: two
teenagers are parked and making out in the local Lover's Lane--
in this case, in Roswell, New Mexico, in 1947--when a spaceship
crash-lands nearby. The teens investigate, only to find all but one
alien dead in the crash. A jeep-load of soldiers soon arrives to
"clean up" the crash site and kill the one survivor. But before he
dies, the surviving alien touches the girl, Mary Jane, on the

navel...

Cut to the not-too distant future; the date isn't specific, but 2007 is said to have passed
a few years ago. The new President of the U.S., Susan Webber, has just been sworn
in after the unexpected death of her predecessor. As part of her briefing, she is
introduced to a dark, X-Files-like conspiracy of earth-shaking proportions concerning
the Roswell aliens and coerced into cooperating with their agenda, until she learns
about the danger this conspiracy represents to Mary Jane and her children.

For Mary Jane, who is now an elderly nun in a secluded convent in Mexico, has been
living a most unusual life for a woman under a vow of celibacy: since her contact with
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the alien in 1947, she has given birth at regular intervals to children of various races.
There are now 10 children in all, each given up for adoption, and living scattered
around the U.S. with no idea of their mother's identity or the bizarre circumstances
behind their births. When Mary Jane's location is made public, the government
conspiracy begins a hunt for her and her children. And Mary Jane begins to call them
all together to defend themselves. From there, it's a race between the forces of good
and evil.

While this story uses a lot of alien conspiracy tropes, there is also a strong religious
angle to the tale, and a new and unusual take on what the Roswell aliens really were.
In his preface to the novel, the author says that he based his story on a dream he'd
had, and its most unusual aspects--the 10 virgin-birth babies, for example--reflect that
odd dreamlike quality, and give this Roswell aliens/government conspiracy story a few
new twists. It's these elements that make the story interesting. And when was the last
time you read a story in which the President was one of the good guys? I find that more
remarkable than it being a woman.
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They Found The Car
By Gipi
Published by Fantagraphics

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

When I was a child, one of my favorite ways to pass the time on
long nighttime car trips was to stare out the window at the
darkened houses we zipped past. We would drive on and on, the
evenly spaced mailboxes ticking off the time in visually rhythmic
increments. Depending on the lateness of the hour, most of the

houses were dark. In some, a light would burn from behind a closed curtain. Every now
and then, a light would be on, and the curtain in the room would still be open. I loved
waiting for these flashing glimpses into other people’s lives. Most of the time, the room
would be empty. Occasionally, someone would be sitting on a couch, watching TV or
talking on the phone. Once, just once, I saw an elderly couple dancing in their living
room and laughing. I spent these road trips wondering about these people, how they
decorated their houses, what was important to them. It felt both detached and intimate
at the same time.

I once mentioned the secret way I passed my time in the car to my tennis coach one
evening on our way home from a tournament.

“It’s disappointing sometimes when the curtains are drawn,” I admitted shyly.

http://www.fantagraphics.com/ignatz/ignatz.html
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.fantagraphics.com/ignatz/ignatz.html


Archived Entry - 08/11/2006: "Graphic novel review: They Found the Car"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000630.htm[4/27/2019 3:09:10 PM]

“The nerve of those people,” he snorted, “how dare they want privacy.”

I sighed, somewhat abashed but not really very sorry.

Italian artist Gipi’s mysteriously tense and dreamy They Found the Car reminds me of
those moments in the darkened car, where I get one brief glimpse of someone’s life,
and, like the elderly couple I saw who showed so much love in that one flashing
glimpse, this brief story, the latest in Fantagraphic’s Ignatz collection, offers a full plate
of love, fear, violence, and humor.

The nameless protagonist is awakened late one night by a voice from the past waking
him up with a phone call.

“They found the car,” the voice tells him, and with that one sentence the entirety of his
past opens up underneath him, forcing him out of his warm bed and into the rain,
where he meets up with the man who called him, identified only as “The Calm Man.”
Many years have gone by since, for reasons that are never explained, they hid the car,
and now the Calm Man pulls in the protagonist into an increasingly tense mission to
“tie up loose ends.”

The tension swells in the spaces where trivialities are discussed and as the men
discuss subjects such as the qualities of diner food versus Arabic food, the
protagonist’s paranoia and grief grow as he begins to wonder if he, too, is a loose end
that must be tied. And if true, how will he reconcile the man he was with the religious,
gentle pacifist he is now?

They Found the Car is perfectly done, creating as many mysteries as it solves, yet
satisfying completely. Setting off the storyline are Gipi’s cloudy grey illustrations,
moving from peaceful puffy light ash to a grimmer darker stormcloud wash and back
again.

The Ignatz series gets better with each issue. Honestly, if you haven’t started collecting
the Ignatz series by now, what are you waiting for?
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I Am Not Myself These Days: A Memoir
By Josh Kilmer-Purcell
Published by Harper Collins

Review by Logan

I just finished reading "I Am Not Myself These Days" by Josh
Kilmer-Purcell. Typically I'm hesitant to pick up a gay novel or
memoir. The others I've read tend to exist for no other reason
than their few explicit sex and drug scenes. I find that the words
in between are just filler -- poorly crafted filler at that.

"I Am Not Myself These Days" succeeds in ways other gay
novels don't. The novelty and candidness of the author's voice had me laughing out
loud by the first chapter. While the book deals with tough topics, namely the tragic
demise of a bizarre relationship, the unique metaphors and analogies kept me
pleasantly amused and engaged. It's Kilmer-Purcell's witty banter with the reader that
separates this from other gay novels.

Some may argue that the novel lacks any semblance of a moral lesson or plot. A
couple of thoughts on that. First, this is a memoir of a unique set of characters. This
alone creates a fascinating larger-than-life story worthy of telling. Secondly, the author
does reflect on his and his boyfriend's strengths, motivations, and weaknesses
throughout the book. It's these windows into outlandish characters (a drag queen and
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expensive escort) that humanize the novel and allow less eccentric readers to relate.

If you find the fast and loose world of drugs, sex, and self-destruction a turn off, don't
bother with "I Am Not Myself These Days." But if you like clever writing, vibrant
characters, and soap opera style relationship demise, then pick up this book. If nothing
else, it's a quick, fun read: I devoured it in a day.

(If you like "I am not myself these days" then I also recommend "Christopher" by
Allison Burnett.)

Replies: 1 Comment

I loved this book. I found it disturbing/ sweet/ moving/ sad/ humorous/ and demented
all at the same time. I had the chance to meet Josh earlier this month and he is such
an amazing person.

Posted by VinnieG. @ 08/30/2006 10:00 AM PST
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Space Pirate Captain Herlock: The Endless Odyssey
Vol 1. "The Legend Returns"

Based on the comic “Space Pirate Captain Herlock” by Leiji
Matsumoto
2002 VAP-NTV
English Language Version: Geneon 2004

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

What is it about pirates anyway? The swords? The clothes? The
fey charms of Johnny Depp and Orlando Bloom? I don’t know if

I’m just being haunted by the pile of "Captain Herlock" DVDs awaiting my review, but
this has definitely been Summer of the Pirates for me. Just last night, I ended up
watching "Captain Blood" and "Pirates of the Caribbean" back to back. This morning on
the way to the grocery store, I was surprised to find Cap’n Morgan grinning up at me
from the ditch where he’d been discarded Saturday night.

What other class of criminals do we celebrate as much? I suppose bank robbers would
have to be a close second. Car thieves have come in and out of vogue in recent years.
However most crimes just don't to hold the same cultural mystique. It's hard to imagine
a hundred years from now that teenagers will be discarding bottles of Carl Rove Gin
out the back window of their rocket cars while on the way to see "Parking Violators of
Columbus Ohio."
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In the manner that makes anime fans' hearts beat faster with affection (and makes
normal people's eyes cross in confusion) "Space Pirate Captain Herlock" takes an
unquestioned piece of Western cultural iconography and reflects it back in a modified
form that at the very least will make you spend some time wondering, "What the crap
is it about pirates, anyway?" In the hands of series creator Leiji Matsumoto, the pirate
becomes not a representation of anarchy and debauchery but rather a symbol of
individualism and freedom.

This OAV series, "Endless Odyssey" is what we Americans might call a "re-imagining"
of the 1980's "Captain Herlock." However this is no wouldn't-it-be-hot-to-see-Jessica-
Simpson-in-a-Daisy-Duke-outfit retread. Unlike many American "updates" of TV or
comic book classics (and many not-so-classics) the original creator of the series was
actively involved in this 2002 re-visiting of the Herlock saga. The plot, dialogue, and
graphic styles remain true to the original. However, in a move seemingly designed to
make the average American fanboy's eyes glaze over with pain and rage, there is little
continuity between previous iterations and the present. New characters are introduced
as if they had always been there. New backstories are provided as if events in previous
series and movies never happened or happened very differently.

These sorts of breaks do not seem to trouble Japanese fans... or maybe they're just
more well-mannered and polite than our native breed of basement dwelling popular
culture connoisseurs. When asked about the new material, Matsumoto-san said that
he didn't see "Endless Odyssey's" Herlock as being a new man, but rather as yet
another incarnation of an eternal persona he envisions as having existed in many
different forms in many different times. "Endless Odyssey" is an alternate timeline that
compliments rather than contradicts previous versions.

Volume one of the "Endless Odyssey" series, "The Legend Returns" begins with a
single drop of water dripping from the finger of a woman who is thinking how alone and
afraid she is in the emptiness of space. The only man who really knows how to survive
here, she mourns, is long gone. The drop falls and ripples scatter in every direction.
This is a wonderful way to begin because it so neatly encapsulates Herlock's place in
this universe. Okay, it also leads to a gratuitous nudie shot of Kei getting out of her
bath -- but Herlock is a man who knows how to survive not just in space, but in an
existentialist reality. He is a nonconformist who is able to survive independent of ties to
culture and nation without falling into callousness or despair. Herlock navigates the
anarchy of existence using his own moral compass -- guided by a concern for the well-
being of others that does not place reciprocal demands on their behavior. Like the drop
of water, his influence will send ripples throughout humanity.

Once Kei Yuri is back into her snappy pirate outfit (with pink leggings and a crossbones
turtleneck) she is plunged into immediately into crisis. Throughout this entire series, the
crew of the Arcadia will run from one melodramatic peril to the next, pausing only to
heave a few quick breaths and debate philosophy with their enemies. This time Kei and
the crew are captured and sent to the Panopticon Prison Satellite -- I'm sure
somewhere Michel Foucault is smiling smugly -- and sentenced to be executed.

[As a side note, I must mention that the auto-destruct program on a ship they
encounter had a readout that dramatically proclaimed, "5...4...3...2...1... Blow Up." This
made me very nostalgic for my old Ford Pinto. Why, I still remember the time I had to
go two weeks with that "Blow Up" indicator lit before I could afford to get it to the
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garage…]

Behind a frowsy bar on the Planet of Rubbish Heaps -- the planetary chamber of
commerce really needs to work on that name -- we encounter a new addition to the
Herlock universe who will play a major part in this series. Daiba is a classic anime
rebel-boy without a cause. The viewer can tell immediately that he is destined to end
up at Herlock's side from the size and intensity of his hair. He is the immature version
of the Captain, fighting conformity but not really knowing why he does so. Unlike
Herlock, he has not developed the moral compass that he needs to find direction in his
life.

Daiba is one of those characters who serve as handy exposition wastebaskets of sorts.
Because he is new to the Arcadia and is still forming his belief system, all the other
characters have to explain what they are doing and why they're doing it to him all the
time. We viewers hitch along for his ride and get to hear things that we don't know as
well. However, sometimes it does give one the urge to shout, "If you'd just shut up and
watch the episode, you could have figured that out!"

We are also introduced in these first four episodes of "The Endless Odyssey" to Chief
Iruta (who is called Chief Ilita in the Enlgish language version). Iruta throughout this
series plays Jabert to Herlock's Jean Valjean, doggedly pursuing the Arcadia and its
crew with a single-minded focus on their destruction. The Chief is the mirror version of
Herlock. He is obsessed with order and control. Iruta is conformity's champion,
believing that he is fully justified in sacrificing the lives and liberty of individuals to
maintain the stability of society. "Without total control of information," he says soon
after we meet him, "there can be no order in society." Doesn't sound like any
government official you've heard recently, does it? In stark contrast to Herlock, he has
no trust in others.

Finally we encounter the great menace threatening mankind– the Noo. Although the
word "Noo" has no meaning in Japanese (or none that I know of) the word is
pronounced so that it sounds like "new" in English and when spelled looks like a
prolonged "No." Noo is fear itself. This demonic force is the catalyst that sets Herlock
and Iruta on a collision course. When disrupted by fear, the series asks, how should
society react? Should we tighten order and increase conformity, or cling to liberty and
maintain our respect for others' right to self-determination?

An interesting question, isn't it, fellow Americans? I think I'm beginning to figure out
why I'm so interested in pirates all the sudden...

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
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Pussey!
By Daniel Clowes
Published by Fantagraphics

Reviewby Leigh Anne Wilson

In the introduction to Daniel Clowes' latest graphic novel, Pussey!
(That's "poo-SAY," you barbarians!), Clowes writes about the
inspiration for his eponymous character: "I'm a little ashamed to
admit it, but from the vantage of middle age, I can say that the
initial spark for many of the Pussey stories came from some
misplaced, low-grade desire for 'revenge.' Spending years in a
room working on stuff that nobody likes in a debased medium for

no money can take its toll on your self-esteem."

It may have taken a toll on his self-esteem, but it didn't seem to do much damage to his
creativity or knack for introspection. Pussey is an incredibly harsh satire, eviscerating
both the comic artists and the people who abuse and exploit them.

Young Dan Pussey, who not coincidentally shares a first name with Clowes, struggles
through his childhood as a social misfit, ignored by girls and mocked by his more
popular male peers. Finding refuge where many boys in similar situations do, in the
comic book world, Pussey starts off as a talented fan and then, at the cusp of
adulthood, is plucked out of obscurity by the nefarious "Dr. Infinity," who --

http://www.fantagraphics.com/artist/clowes/clowes.html
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.fantagraphics.com/artist/clowes/clowes.html
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Okay, look. I'm not suggesting that the Dr. Infinity character is supposed to be Stan Lee
or anything, and I haven't seen Clowes suggesting it anywhere, either, but I have to
point out that Dr. Infinity sure does look like Stan Lee. But I'm sure any resemblances
between Lee and the Dr. Infinity character are purely coincidental. The Dr. is portrayed
as a chauvinistic, patronizing megalomaniac whose life's main ambition seems to be a
toss up between making as much money as possible by taking credit for the hard work
of others and simply crushing the already low self-esteem of those he makes "great."
And there's definitely no rumors floating around about Stan Lee that sound anything
like that, so....

Anyway: Pussey. As cruelly as Clowes mocks the stereotype of the comic book nerd
as a hopeless fool that is unable to stand up for himself and can't see past the end of
his nose, he also manages to make you feel somewhat sorry for the guy as he plods
his way through the all-too-familiar humiliating story of his life. Particularly moving is
Pussey's reaction to the trap he finds himself in, helplessly snared due to his love for
that "debased medium working on stuff nobody likes." Pussey believes, and rightly so,
that cartooning is a highly creative medium worthy of the respect given to other artists.
(Artists with gallery shows and questionable hygiene that Clowes also skewers). It's
crushing to watch Pussey's formative years, where his attempts to branch out toward
more mainstream approval are repeatedly betrayed and rejected, causing him to slink,
disgraced, back to the nefarious clutches of Dr. Infinity, Pussey's very own supervillain.

Like Pussey, Daniel Clowes managed to claw his way to the top outside the
mainstream of both society in general and the insular worlds of both art school and
comics. Unlike Pussey, he's managed to gain the creative independence Pussey
craved. Perhaps Clowes' Pussey! is as much a voice of solidarity with the comic book
nerd as much as it is a brutal beatdown. In a 2000 Salon interview, Clowes says, "It's
hard to have any self-image when you do something like this, because I get no
feedback for what I do until it's long finished. And then I don't really care. I'll work on
something for six months just in this room, and I don't even let my wife read it. She has
to read it when I'm not around and not talk about it or I get really angry.... So I don't
have any feeling of my place in the world; it's just like I'm living with this blank slate. Of
course, I grew up thinking of myself as an outsider because I wasn't in the in crowd in
high school like everybody else, but now I don't know what I'm in."
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Interview with Makoto Tateno, creator of Yellow

I had the pleasure of meeting the creator of "Yellow," Mokoto
Tateno, at Neotypes Station, which will continue to host a gallery
show of Ms. Tateno's illustrations through August 6 or 7, 2006
(please call Neotypes Station at (213) 628-8883 for more
information). This interview was superbly translated by Amelia
Cantlay, courtesy of DMP Books, for yours truly and our very
special drop-in spider guest (who was very quickly dispatched to
the next incarnation, yes, indeed).

Interview by Ginger Mayerson

Ginger Mayerson: What are you working on these days?

Mokoto Tateno: I'm working five manga series right now. "Hero Heel," "Noise,"
"Steal Moon," a shojo title that doesn't have a name yet, and "Angelic Room," which is
a fantasy story.

GM: Which ones are yaoi?

MT: "Hero Heel," "Noise," and "Steal Moon."

GM: Where are you from originally?

MT: Toyamo.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709521?&PID=28872
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709521?&PID=28872
http://www.junemanga.com/titles?n=22
http://www.neotypestation.com/index.html
http://www.junemanga.com/blog/index.php?entryid=26
http://www.junemanga.com/blog/index.php?entryid=26
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GM: How did you become interested in art?

MT: I loved manga when I was a little girl, so I copied the art of my favorite manga
artists.

GM: Who were your favorite artists and manga?

MT: Well, one of them was Go Nagai's manga "Devil Man."

GM: This is a manga from the 70s?

MT: Yes.

GM: Did you go to art school or are you self-taught?

Everyone: Eeeeeee! Spider! A SPIDER!

(At this point in the interview, a cruchy muscular-looking dime-
sized spider dropped onto the table and there was much
screaming this was very disconcerting. Keeping a cool head, I did
what any yaoi-loving red-blooded American girl would do in the
middle of an interview with a famous manga artist: I beat the
arachnid to death with my notepad, thus saving us all from...
something. Ms. Tatena's two assistants brought us Sprite, which
was very nice of them, and eventually we calmed down enough to
continue. Nevertheless, it took a while for the interview to get back on track, and we
spent the rest of it casting fearful glances heavenward. But the show must go on.)

GM: Oooo-kay! Well, it's dead! Please calm down everyone, it was just a spider, not
Osama Bin Laden. Do you like spiders, Ms. Tateno.

MT: I am a big fan of Spiderman.

GM: Ah, and who is not? What were we talking about? Oh yes, did you go to art
school or are you self-taught?

MT: I took a design class in High School, but it wasn't really about drawing, so I'm
pretty much self taught.

GM: (Gesturing to the color cover art and illustrations gracing the walls around them).
These illustrations are lovely. Did you paint them? What medium did you make them
in?

MT: I drew them, scanned them and then colored them in Photoshop on my Mac.

GM: They're really beautiful. What pens and paper do you work with?

MT: Crowquill pen and G-pen by Zebra, and paper is IC brand paper.

GM: What do you feel are the biggest influences on you now as an artist?

MT: There are a lot of artists that I admire, but no one artist or style is especially
influencing me right now.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devilman
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GM: What manga are reading now?

MT: I read a lot, but lately I'm really into "Death Note."

GM: What was a the biggest manga project before "Yellow"?

MT: There wasn't a yaoi title that was as big as "Yellow," but there was a shojo title
that was running for a really long time in a sister magazine to Hanato Yumi called
Aesattsu. It was called "Cute X Guy." (Like Cute Times Guy)

GM: When did this run?

MT: It just ended recently, but it ran from 2004 to 2006.

GM: Was "Yellow" serialized?

MT: It was in Be X Boy.

GM: What was the inspiration for "Yellow"?

MT: I've always liked a team kind of story where two people paired up and solved a
mystery. I did a shojo story like that, so when I was asked to do one in yaoi, I did
"Yellow."

GM: Do you know who "Starsky and Hutch" are?

MT: I love "Starsky and Hutch." Also "Joe and Punch."

GM: I don't know "Joe and Punch," but "Yellow" reminds me a little of the best parts of
"Starsky and Hutch." There was a CD drama at Biblios, I think. Did you work on the
script?

MT: A scriptwriter wrote it, but I checked it over before it was recorded.

GM: Were you happy with it?

MT: Basically, it was exactly the same as the manga, so I was very happy about it.

GM: Were you happy with the actors?

MT: Oh yes, I chose them. I found people that were perfect for the roles.

GM: What did you like best about the recording?

MT: I was very happy with the exchanges between Goh and Taki.

GM: Are Goh and Taki based on anyone.

MT: No models. I wanted to create characters who were opposite of each other and
that's how they came to be.

GM: The plot gets pretty serious in Volume 3. It's the plot where the Taki's, um, foster
parents come to get him. What was the impetus or inspiration for that particular two
volume plot line?
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MT: I had that storyline in mind, but I wanted to bring it out when I had a series that
would be more than five episodes. So when I had the chance in "Yellow," that's where I
was able to do that story.

GM: Now, about these hamsters...

MT: (laughs)

GM: I'd like to talk to you about this
hamster on the dust jacket of "Yellow,"
Volume 2. Was this hamster the model
for the character Kanji? (see panel
right)

MT: Well, no...

GM: Ah.

MT: I don't quite see the resemblance, but it's amusing that you do.

GM: (to translator) Ameila, c'mon, help me out here.

Amelia Cantlay: Well, I guess, they're both cute and furry...

GM: Ah. Thank you. Okay: no real resemblance except in my head. (back to Ms.
Tateno) So, how long are these five manga series you're currently working on going to
keep you busy?

MT: About two years, but I forgot to mention another series I'm working on.

GM: What's it called?

MT: The title is "Martini Kouryakuhou" (roughly translated as "How to Conquer a
Martini"). And it's about a bartender.

GM: Hopefully Digital Manga will have the English version before long. So there IS
something to look forward to.

MT: I appreciate all my readers in America, I'd like to thank them for reading my work.

GM: Your work is wonderful, thank you for making it for us. And thank you very much
for giving this interview to the Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society. I'm sorry
about the spider.

MT: You're welcome. Oh, that spider... (shudders)

~~~

Yellow 1
Yellow 2
Yellow 3
Yellow 4, w/box
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The Black Tattoo
By Sam Enthoven
Published by Razorbill (Penguin Group)
Publication date: October 5, 2006

Review by Kathryn Ramage

A demon known as the Scourge has escaped from an ancient
Order, the Brotherhood of Sleep, which has kept him imprisoned
for thousands of years. When this demon possesses a mortal, it
appears on its victim as an elaborate black tattoo that moves
around the surface of the skin.

With the Scourge running loose in modern-day London and the numbers of the
Brotherhood of Sleep growing too small to handle its recapture, one of the
Brotherhood approaches two fourteen-year-old boys, Jack and Charlie... but is
recruitment what he really has in mind? The boys are brought back to the
Brotherhood's headquarters, introduced to the remaining members of the Order--
including one very pretty girl around their own age named Esme; one suspects that
she's the reason they stay and listen to this fantastic tale of escaped demons, and
agree to be tested. During this test, something is transferred into Charlie, and now the
boy bears a black tattoo, and has gained some extraordinary powers, such as the
abilities to defy the laws of physics and dominate other people's minds.

Yep: the Scourge has possessed Charlie.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1595141146/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://liheliso.org/
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According to the Brotherhood, the Scourge's fiendish plan is to return to Hell through a
gateway called the Fracture (which is currently in the basement of a London pub) and
release an army of demons to overrun the Earth. The Scourge has already made his
way to the Fracture and is about to enter when the Brotherhood catches up with him;
via Charlie, the Scourge puts up a fight that ends with both Charlie and Jack entering
the Fracture.

This is only the first third of the book and the least exciting part of it. Things really pick
after the kids go to Hell. Once there, we learn that Scourge's plan wasn't to overrun the
Earth with demons, but to put an end to the entire universe by waking the sleeping
Dragon that created it. To accomplish this, Scourge needs Charlie. And Jack and
Esme have to fight hordes of Hells' most bizarre denizens in gladiatorial-type combat
not only to try and save Charlie, but to stay alive themselves. The situation is
frequently grotesque. The children's lives, not to mention the existence of the universe,
are in danger every minute. But all the same, it's a hoot to read. Enthoven's Hell is
reminiscent of Clive Barker's or Michael Moorcock's, but with an offbeat, dry sense of
humor that carries through even the most horrific moments. Throw in a visit or two from
God and a chat with the sleeping Dragon--what more could you ask for in a young-
adult fantasy novel?
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Insomnia 2
by Matt Broersma
Published by Fantagraphics

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

One of my favorite 4-panel cartoon from the Sunday funnies that
I remember reading when I was a kid was a Peanuts cartoon that
had Lucy psychoanalyzing Charlie Brown through one of his
drawings.

"I see the man that you’ve drawn has his hands behind his back,"
she observes. “This is a sign of insecurity and low self-esteem on the part of the artist.
It could also mean that the artist is hiding something, or is trying to get away with
something. Definitely untrustworthy. Also, it could mean –"

And Charlie Brown interrupts her here, saying crossly, "It means I can’t draw hands!"

The hands that I draw always look like five bloated hot dogs attached to a piece of
bread, so I always appreciated that cartoon as one that stuck up for those of us who
can't draw while lauding those who can. Drawing hands may go far in separating the
good artists from the bad, but the rest of it, I think, is the intangible ability to draw a
picture that looks like, if you stared at it long enough, it might begin to move. Or if you
listened carefully enough, you could hear the low buzz of voices coming from the
illustrated cocktail party or the sound of a thirty-year-old Oldsmobile rushing down a

http://www.fantagraphics.com/ignatz/ignatz.html
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.fantagraphics.com/ignatz/ignatz.html
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desert highway. Or a squeaky, tinny voice piping up cheerfully from an abstract,
cartoony face.

I don't think that's something that can necessarily be learned, too bad for me, but I've
long since been resigned to enjoying the work of those who can.

Matt Broersma, author of the Insomnia storyline in the Ignatz series, has the uncanny
ability to bring his characters to life this way, and shows it off in the series comic to
great advantage, particularly when drawing the big sky, lonesome road panels of the
first book in the series, "El Dorado," but is no slouch at breathing life into the lonely
New York City scenes in his second installment, "The Lock." (I should point out here
that he can also draw hands. You can see for yourself – there's one right on the cover.)

Loneliness is about the only common thread running between the two seemingly
separate stories. While "El Dorado" focused on a down-on-his-luck bartender fleeing
to Mexico in a rickety car to escape trouble north of the border, "The Lock" concerns
itself with the dual storyline of a burlesque dancer and an old man, who intersect with
each other in a single unpleasant encounter.

The old man, a veteran, became obsessed with a dancer he saw in North Africa during
a botched mission in World War II. He searched for the dancer for decades, finally
locating a woman he thought might be her in Saigon during the Vietnam war. As he
approached the hotel where she was staying, he is dismayed to see that the hotel had
been bombed. While sifting through the rubble, he finds what he believes to be a lock
of her hair. Meanwhile, the burlesque dancer, who, in a serious error in judgment he
believes is The Girl, grapples with problems of her own. In between fighting off
intruders and waiting for her version of a handsome prince to carry her away, in her
dreams she knows things are not panning out for her.

How the veteran and the burlesque dancer relate to the bartender is anybody's guess,
but I know I’ll be back for Insomnia 3 to find out.
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October 15, 2006 update: FileLodge.com offers 500MB and unlimited bandwidth.
Impressive, and, to some extent, renders this grant unnecessary. However, if you'd still
like to apply, we'll still be awarding three grant, but instead of 100MB, they'll be 300MB
and everything else is the same.

Women Comics Podcasters Grant

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society (J LHLS) is
pleased to offer three grants for one year of 300 MB of
webstorage space each to three women comics podcasters.
Grant recipients will also receive two hours of free consulting on
podcasting techniques and specifications from Lene Taylor of the
I Read Comics podcast.

This webstorage may only be used for mp3 and graphics files.

To apply, please produce a fifteen to twenty-five minute long podcast on comics in
mp3 format and either email it to wcp@liheliso.com or mail it on a CD to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513
LA CA 90031-0513

on or before November 1, 2006.
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On or before November 7, 2006 we will also need a link to the webpage that would be
used for your podcasts should you receive one of our WCP grants.

For more information, please visit the WCP wepbage or email the editor at
wcp@liheliso.com.

We wish you the best of luck and look forward to your entry.
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The Mistmantle Chronicles, Book Two: Urchin and the
Heartstone
By M.I. McAllister
Published by Miramax/Hyperion Books for Children
Publication date: September 2006

Review by Kathryn Ramage

In the first book of the Mistmantle Chronicles, our hero Urchin, an
orphan with a mysterious past, helped to restore the true King
Crispin to his rightful throne on the Isle of Mistmantle. As this
second book begins, Mistmantle is preparing for Crispin's

coronation, when a ship arrives from a neighboring island called Whitewings, bringing
Lord Treeth, an emissary from the King of Whitewings, and his retinue. According to
Treeth, refugees from Mistmantle, former followers of the usurping Lord Husk, are
making trouble in Whitewings; he asks that Crispin send Urchin to aid them, since
there is an ancient prophecy on their island.

Lord Treeth explains: "Far, far away in the past, it was said that a time would come
when the creatures of Whitewings would be in great need. A squirrel would come to
our help, and be the island's deliverer. This deliverer would be... A Marked Squirrel... A
squirrel pale as honey... a squirrel, Urchin, like yourself."

Squirrel?
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Yes. As you may guess if Ginger manages to get a picture of the book cover, our hero
Urchin is a squirrel. So is King Crispin, and the other characters are hedgehogs, otters,
and the occasional mole.

Urchin refuses the offer, and finds himself kidnapped and shanghai'd to Whitewings
anyway. When he gets there, he finds that the story about the refugees making trouble
is a lie. There are refugees from Mistmantle, but they are in positions of power. Instead
of aiding Whitewings in its dire trouble, Urchin is kept a prisoner at the mercy of a mad
hedgehog king who's more interested in finding silver than seeing to the welfare of his
island and subjects, and a sorcerer who thinks he can work some magic with a Marked
squirrel's pelt. But that old prophecy may turn out to be true after all...

Meanwhile, back on Mistmantle, the King's court faces emergencies of its own when
the Heartstone, which only the true heir to the kingdom can hold in his or her paw, is
discovered missing, and Crispin has to deal with a revolt of hedgehogs who think that
their kind make better governors than silly squirrels do.

Aside from this charming Beatrix-Potter touch of having animals in human roles
(emphasized by the illustrations of Omar Rayyan prefacing each chapter), the story is
played as a perfectly straight fantasy tale. The situation for Urchin of Whitewings is
indeed dire, and there's treachery and revolution going on all over the place. The
animal heroes are sweet and sympathetic without being cloyingly cutesy-wutesy. But it
seems to me that the title of this book is something of a misnomer: Urchin's side the
story has nothing to do with the Heartstone, which is lost and found without his
intervention.
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Endymion Spring
By Matthew Skelton
Published by Delacorte Press
Release date: August 22, 2006

Reviewed by Kathryn Ramage

In modern-day Oxford, a bored little American boy named Blake
wanders an old library where his mother is working on her
research, when he finds a book titled Endymion Spring--or, to be
more accurate, the book finds him, nearly jumping into his hand
when he touches the spine. But when Blake opens the book, all

the pages appear to be blank. Turning through the pages, he finds a poem at the very
center of the book:

"When Summer and Winter in Autumn divide
The Sun will uncover a secret inside.
Should Winter from Summer irrevocably part
The Whole of the Book will fall quickly apart.
Yet if the Seasons join Hands together
The Order of Things will last forever.
These are the Words of Endymion Spring.
Bring only the Insight the Inside brings."

A riddle, a prophecy? but who or what is Endymion Spring?
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Endymion Spring, we soon learn, was a little German boy, mute and hunchbacked,
who worked as a "printer's devil"--i.e., an apprentice--to Johann Gutenberg on his
famous project to print the Bible with moveable type. In 1452, a man named Fust--or
perhaps it's Faust--approached Gutenberg with an offer to support his printing-press,
and bearing a curious box with fanged serpent-heads guarding the lid; the serpent-
heads move aside only when they taste blood. A child's blood is most potent. When
Endymion cuts his finger on the lid, the box opened to reveal its secret?

How Endymion moves from that moment of discovering the box's contents to becoming
a name on a book with magical powers comprises the rest of this fascinating tale.
While Blake and his sister Duck hunt for clues as to Endymion Spring's identity and the
meaning of the mysterious book that bears his name, they also learn that a number of
grown-ups have also been eagerly searching for this same book; some seek the
knowledge hidden in the book, some are after its power it offers, and not all have good
intentions about how they will use it.

Endymion Spring is a children's book, but a surprisingly literary one. The story has
plenty of references to classic literature, not only to the Faust legend and medieval
bestiaries, but to the Oxonian fantasy writers--Carroll, Lewis, Tolkien--and the mystery
behind the book Endymion Spring is nicely complex and textured. As an adult reader,
there were only a couple of plot points I found fault with near the very end: The villain,
when revealed, resorts to melodramatic Mwa-ha-ha evil behavior, and the conflict
between Blake's parents, who are separated and look like they're heading for divorce,
after being handled in a mature and realistic manner, especially with regard to the
children's reactions, is resolved in a rather facile way. But I acknowledge that a
younger reader might not have the same problem with these points that I did, and I
wouldn't let them spoil what is for the most part a highly enjoyable story.

Very cool website for Endymion Spring, if you have flash (or whatever it is). Ed
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Babel 2
By David B
Publsihed by Fantagraphics

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

Oh, Ignatz, you had me at Hello. 
I love the high quality paper stock.
I love the 2-ink minimalist coloring.
I love the sexy little book jackets.
For all these superficial reasons, I love you, Ignatz series. But to

give me David B., well, you’ve really outdone yourself.

The Ignatz series, an internationally-produced collection that’s part graphic novel and
part cheapie pamphlet, has been consistently turning out volumes that make me dizzy.
The rotating collection, featuring everyone from Italian comic goddess Francesca
Ghermandi to Brit Matt Broersma, is also incorporating French graphic novelist David
B., whose masterful memoir Epileptic blew me away when I reviewed it last year.

In Epileptic, David B. writes of his older brother’s struggle with a devastatingly severe
form of epilepsy. Searching for treatment in France in the ‘60’s and ‘70’s, before the
existence of MRIs and before brain disabilities were well-researched or well-
understood, David’s family gets sucked into the vortex of his brother’s illness, and the
entire family devotes their lives to his care. David B. wrote so emotionally and
convincingly of how profoundly epilepsy has affected his own life, even though he is not
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the one suffering from it, that when I saw the gorgeous cover of Babel 2, an illustration
of an Indonesian war mask, I thought, “That’s his brother’s face.”

And it was. Babel 2 does not go into the depths of his family life the way Epileptic does,
of course, but the river of his brother’s illness runs through it all the same.

Babel 2 begins with David and his brother, Tito, looking at a magazine article in an
issue of Paris Match featuring war as waged by the Indonesian Dani tribe. The article,
called “The Papuans’ Last War,” describes the tribe’s manner of exacting justice
against other tribes, and how, at the advent of the Cold War, the government of
Indonesia outlawed tribal warfare. Using a Dani warrior as a narrator and guide, David
B. explains that his warfare has become outdated, that “war is supposed to be
profitable,” and that since the Cold War mandated that wars not be fought on the soil of
industrialized nations, “the West takes off and wages its battles in the Third World,
forcing the Third Worlders to fight on its behalf..”

The narrative drifts back and forth and begins to weave in his brother’s illness as an
enemy combatant against his brother and the family, and opens up a story that
illustrates the Cold War’s effect on Third World countries by introducing the French-
Algerian war.

Babel 2 is incredibly engaging and instantly addictive. The two-color format works
beautifully here, giving soft warmth from the brown and shocking vitality from the red.
But like almost everything I’ve read in the Ignatz series so far, you come for the pretty
visual, but you stay for the story.
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Fullmetal Alchemist: The Conqueror of Shambala
Distributed by Funimation
Theatrical release: September
DVD release: Not long after that.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I've been trying to figure out a way to let y'all know how
unspeakably cool I am because I saw the FMA movie two months
before it hits the theaters. Yeah, me and the three thousand other
people at AnimeExpo, and they seemed to understand it better
than I did.

Don't get me wrong, I really liked it. I have a crush on Ed, Al is cute, Roy Mustang is
hot, etc. My own personal problem, and no reflection on the anime, is that, as of July 3,
2006, I'd only seen about ten episodes of FMA. I'm remedying this as I write, I'm all the
way up to Ep 20 (Al is screaming at Ed about killing people to create the Philosophers'
Stone [and I think the guy voicing Scar in Japanese voiced Batu in Ghost in the Shell 2,
mmmmm]). Anyway, even though there were events and characters in the FMA movie I
didn't understand, there were also a few things in it I recognized just fine. Like, Hitler,
Fritz Lang, Munich, and the Beer Hall Putsch. (You can look up Hitler and Munich your
own selves.)

I'm still trying to get over Hitler in anime. Thank the Elvis he didn't have any lines, that
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would have killed me.

So! Here's the deal, IF you are blessed to know why Edward Elric is in Munich in our
timeline two days before the Beer Hall Putsch, then you're lucky. Not that not knowing
diminished my pleasure: it's pretty and the action is nice, but, even without the
cheering and screaming from the rest of the room, I felt I was missing something.

And then I was still reeling from Hitler in anime. Fritz Lang, well, okay, but why not
Einstein and Wittgenstein or even Richard Strauss?

Speaking of Einstein, there is a hint in the FMA film that Edward ends up working on
the atomic bomb with technology from Shambala. Well... hokay, but I just can't see Ed
in a lab coat murmuring "Now, I am become Death, the destroyer of worlds." Sorry, I
just don't see it.

Of course then after FMA I would wander into a showing of the restored "Gojira" just as
Dr. Someone was giving a big speech on the power of atomic science. So between
Hitler in anime and Godzilla, I was really getting a weird history lesson at AnimExpo
this year. I must say that the FMA movie didn't pull any punches about what the Nazi
party was, is and always has been about. I have to wonder what lovers of fantasy will
make of the history in FMA movie since the point of fantasy is to get away from less
pleasant aspects of reality. I'd love to know what the writers were thinking; couldn't
they have dropped Ed into China or India or Paris or London? I mean, I can see Ed
swanking around with Raymond Radiguet or someone like that. But, no, it was Munich.
(There's probably a damn good reason it's Munich that completely escapes me
because I'm only at Ep 20, but there you have it.)

Let me close by saying that I had a great time at AnimeExpo this year, thank you again
for the press pass, guys. Thank you making ADV or whoever that was turn their sound
system down this year. Last year the decibel level in the exhibitor hall probably
qualified as a human rights violation. And, Chase, I'm sorry I yelled at you last year, I
take it all back: SPJA and BAM are sehr wunderbar.

Notes:

Also related to AnimExpo 2006, please see the Interview with Izumi Kawachi and Only
the Ring Finger Knows Novel, Vol 2.

The ever helpful Wikipedia on all things FMA.

Also according to Wikipedia and somewhere else I read (corroboration, hey) that
Wittgenstein was in the class two years ahead of Hitler at the Realschule in Linz.

Now, I am become Death, the destroyer of worlds. J. Robert Oppenheimer.

Well, there goes Tokyo: Gojira.

Mmmmmmm, Raymond Radiguet.

Edit: Oh dear, oh my, I found somebody who has more issues with FMA movie than I
do. Spoilers and bad attitude galore. Proceed at your own risk. Eeek.
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Clan of the Nakagamis
by Homerun Ken
Digital Manga Publishing / June Manga

Review by Tom Good

Right from the start of this story, I felt I was in unfamiliar territory,
and not only because I was a straight guy reading a yaoi manga.
It was also because the narrative conventions I've come to
expect from romantic fiction seemed to have disappeared. For
example, most straight romances would feature a lot of
uncertainty and angst (at least in the beginning) about how the

romantic leads really felt about each other. But these two guys, Haruka and Tokio,
seemed to be obviously crazy about each other from page one. So I began to wonder
where the dramatic tension would come from. Perhaps a love triangle? But no
plausible rival for either guy's affections ever materialized. Well, they are a teacher and
student in a gay relationship, so I figured that the main plot must concern the danger of
being found out. This is indeed what the story claims to be about, but the truth is more
confusing.

When Tokio takes Haruka to meet Tokio's family, the Nakagami clan, they both talk
about their fear of discovery and their need to keep their relationship a secret. But they
never really convinced me that this was a very serious issue. One might think that as a
teacher, Tokio would question whether it was really alright to go out with a student, and
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fear for his career if the secret got out. But he never seems consumed by soul-
searching or worry, he only seems inconvenienced by not being able to be more open
about his personal life. So the story becomes more of a "meet the parents" scenario,
where Haruka has to cope with encountering the odd Nakagamis.

Tokio's brother Kijinojyo is a transvestite and manga artist. Tokio's father
Gokurakuchota looks about the same age as Tokio, and his grandfather Mitsuru looks
younger than both of them. Mitsuru really looks about 10 years old at most. In this
story, a character's real age is not reflected in his appearance; in fact there is probably
an inverse correlation. Tokio is supposed to be 26 and Haruka is supposed to be 18,
but Haruka is both taller and older-looking than Tokio, who looks about 16. In some
ways this makes their relationship seem more innocent, since Tokio does not visually
appear to be an older teacher taking advantage of a student.

I may have been looking for realism where none was intended: Clan of the Nakagamis
is kind of a wacky comedy, with strange and silly plot twists like a jewel-thief caper
episode that parodies Batman and Robin, and an adventure that begins with the
discovery of an alligator in town. In another story, two guys meet for a romantic
rendezvous, and when they finally see each other naked, the scene abruptly cuts to a
shot of them fishing and comparing the size of each other's fish. Gags like this make
the book a pretty funny read, and I think it will entertain yaoi fans. And while it didn't
convert me into a yaoi fan, it didn't scare me off either.
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The Left Hand Dreams of Him
Only the Ring Finger Knows, Volume 2 (novel)
By Satoru Kannagi
Published by DMP Books, 2006

Review by Ginger Mayerson

My review in a nutshell: If you like Kazuki and Wataru, you'll love
this novel.

My review not in a nutshell: Y'know, I'm not an expert on
Japanese novels, but I've read quite a few of them, in translation

of course. What I've discovered is that you have to watch out for them most of the time
or they emotionally knee-cap you when you least expect it. However, this is not the
case with the latest Satoru Kannagi novel from DMP Books: Only the Ring Finger
Knows 2 - The Left Hand Dreams of Him, which is kind of a long title for Kazuki Loves
Wataru. And he really does.

It's safe to read this novel. No one's girl friend gets leukemia and dies rather horribly
(Socrates in Love), no one's whole future, and the whole future of her little sister, is
determined by how well she wears a kimono (Makioka Sisters), and no one's best
friend is possessed by a sheep demon (Wild Sheep Chase). Honest.

Okay, that's what doesn't happen, here's what does happen: these two guys are so in
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love even someone as jaded as me can enjoy it. The sex scenes are so muted and
tasteful, I almost missed them going by. My personal favorite starts on page 92, just in
case you were wondering.

This novel, like the novel before it, Only the Ring Finger Knows, is actually two
sequential novellas. Unlike the first novel, this offering is 233 pages vs. 172 pages, but
I think the typeface might be a little bigger (I've never wanted a pica ruler until now).
Nevertheless, it feels like more story, and good story at that. And like the novel before
it, it's not a long Tolsty-like read, but it's got enough fodder to obsess over for months.
Hopefully enough obsessing fodder to get me to the next offering in October. Hurry
October. (I'm kidding, this year is flying by fast enough.)

I salute DMP Books for being the first publisher in America to publish a boys love novel
in English. To the best of my knowledge, we don't really have this genre in America or
English literature, including pop lit, so this is quite an accomplishment. Okay, maybe
E.M. Forester's Maurice fits this genre. I don't consider the wham-grr-thank-you-sir gay
porn novels I've read to be in the same category. Although Gordon Merrick's The Lord
Won't Mind comes to mind and is, I suppose now that I'm thinking about it, yaoi (in fact,
The Lord Won't Mind was published in 1971, so might even pre-date yaoi [hmmm]).
However, the angst and the sex in The Left Hand Dreams of Him are much more soft
focus and the characters are more likeable. In my dotage, I find I prefer it that way: my
emotions get a break and my imagination gets a work-out.

As usual, this book is up to DMP's stellar production values: good binding and nice illos
scattered here and there. It's just my opinion that they could use me as a copy editor
because there are things I would have caught and a few places I would have edited to
make clearer (dialogue mainly, you perverts), but this did not in any way interfere with
my enjoyment of the book.

So, hey, get your copy today!

Also:
Only the Ring Finger Knows, Volume 1 - Only the Ring Finger Knows
Only the Ring Finger Knows, Volume 3 - The Ring Finger Falls Silent
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Interview with Izumi Kawachi, creator of
"Enchanter"

This interview was conducted in a noisy patio at Anime Expo July
2, 2006, present were Izumi Kawachi and her editor, Ken
Nakagawa of Square Enix Co. Ltd. Translated by Amelia Cantlay,
courtesy of DMP Books, and yours truly with her trusty tape
recorder and some pushy questions.

Interview by Ginger Mayerson

Ginger Mayerson: What are you working on these days?

Izumi Kawachi: Volume 11 of "Enchanter" just came out (in Japan), so I'm working
on volume 12.

GM: Are there any plans for an anime of "Enchanter"?

IK: No, no plans for an anime.

GM: That's too bad; it'd be a good one. I think I read that you're from Osaka?

IK: That's correct.

GM: As an artist, are you self-taught or did you go to art school?

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1569708665/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.dmpbooks.com/titles?n=58&t=137


Archived Entry - 07/03/2006: "Interview with Izumi Kawachi, creator of "Enchanter""

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000616.htm[4/27/2019 3:09:58 PM]

IK: I never went to any sort of art specific school, I basically taught myself.

GM: What inspired you to pursue art? Was there some event in your life?

IK: I never felt that I wanted to be an artist. I never had any overwhelming urge for it.
One of my earliest memories was of my father making me join the art club in
kindergarten and I enjoyed drawing there. So that might be the beginning of my art
career.

GM: That's very young. So, was the only practice of art in the Art Clubs at school?

IK: Yes, just classes at school. There was manga club in high school, but I didn't draw
manga there, I just read and discussed it.

GM: Did she write manga in that club?

IK: No, mainly it was magna appreciation and discussion.

GM: I have a pretty good idea how people here become Marvel or DC artists, but I
don't know how that happens in the manga world. How did you become so fabulous?

IK: Are you familiar with dojinshi, using characters from other manga and creating your
own stories with it?

GM: Oh, yes, I know what that is, I've just never heard anyone pronounce it correctly.

IK: (laughs) Well, I was creating my own manga as an amateur. Are you familiar with
Comic Kae? It's an event in Japan where two or three thousand amateur artists come
and set up booths and sell our own homemade comics. There's an event similar to that
in Osaka that's called Super Comics City, and I was there selling my dojinshi and Mr.
Nakagawa saw it and liked it and I started working with him and Square Enix Co. He
brought me into the industry.

GM: And how long have you two (Ms. Kawachi and Mr. Nakagawa) been working
together?

Ken Nakagawa: This is our seventh year.

GM: Seven years? Eleven mangas in seven years?

IK: Actually, the eleven books were in the last three years.

GM: You must draw very fast.

IK: (laughs) It's three books per year.

KN: This is almost her fourth year with us.

GM: (to Mr. Nakagawa) Is Square Enix in Osaka or Tokyo?

KN: In Tokyo.

GM: (to Ms. Kawachi) Did you move to Tokyo?
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IK: No, I'm still in Osaka.

GM: As a younger artist, before you started publishing, what were biggest influences
on your development as an artist?

IK: One of the artists that influenced me was Takeshi Obata, the artist on "Death
Note" and "Hikaru no Go." I really love his artwork. I'm not the kind of artist that takes
other artists work and looks at it, but for Mr. Obata, I thought it was great artwork and it
inspired me.

GM: Are there any manga you read for pleasure?

IK: I don't really read for pleasure.

GM: When do you have time?

IK: Exactly.

GM: What was the inspiration for the "Enchanter" story.

IK: There was no one thing that inspired me. I'm very into games, role-playing games,
and I wanted the manga to have that kind of feel.

GM: I like the characters in "Enchanter" very much. Is Eukanaria based on or modeled
after anyone?

IK: I can't remember the singer's name, but I saw a music video where the singer
played two very different characters, with different personalities, and that gave me the
idea for the dualities of Eukanaria and Yuka, and Fulcanelli and Haruhiko in
"Enchanter."

GM: Was there a model for Fulcanelli and Haruhiko?

IK: Yes, an actor, his name is Haruhiko Kato.

GM: The Enchanter Paracelsus is my favorite character so far.

IK: He's very popular with a lot of people.

GM: Is Paracelsus based on Mr. Nakagawa?

IK: (laughs) No, maybe just how tall he is.

KN: (laughs) That's impossible.

GM: Was Paracelsus based on anyone? Was there a model for him?

IK: No, no particular model. I just like that sort of guy.

GM: Well, me, too. Is he in the other books that will be coming from DMP?

IK: Yes, he's still around and lately he's been the manga's main star. However, that's
in volume 11, so it will be awhile before that comes out over here.
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GM: How many more of this manga title do you think there'll be?

IK: I'm hoping it will be about 20 volumes.

GM: In your author note, you mention that "...this manga is accused of 'fan-service'
and whatnot..." What does that mean?

IK: There's a lot of fans in Japan that dislike this sort of fan-service, with the boobs
and the panty shots and stuff, but I'm not calculating those moments. I just like to draw
pretty girls and boys.

GM: Everyone is pretty in this manga. There's nothing wrong with that.

IK: We'll get along fine together.

GM: Do you know what cheesecake art is?

IK: No, I've never heard of it.

GM: We have a whole genre here for that. Like, certain pictures of Marilyn Monroe
would be considered cheesecake, and there's an artist named Antonio Vargas who has
very beautiful work that's considered cheesecake. I like drawings of pretty people, I
don't think there's anything wrong with that. There's no mecha in this manga, is there?

IK: (laughs) No, no mecha.

GM: This drawing of a workshop is lovely (page 34).

IK: I like it, too. I work with three assistants and one of them is very into fantasy, and
Harry Potter stories so I lay out the panel and she puts in the details of the
wizard/enchanter's room. It's fortunate for me that I have someone who knows what a
wizard's workshop would look like and is really good at drawing that kind of interior.

GM: This line, "Hello! My breasts aren't doing the talking!" on page 38, where
Eukanaria is trying to explain some magical thing to Haruhiko and all he can do is stare
at her cleavage, is too funny.

IK: You have a good eye for this manga.

GM: This manga is funny, it's over the top in many ways, but it's usually funny, and the
writing is good comedy, but has nice earthy touches. Are there writers that she's been
influenced by to write this kind of thing?

IK: I never took any writing classes, but I'm from Osaka and Osaka is known for
comedy. Those kind of exchanges, like the one you pointed out, are everyday
occurrences.

GM: They are?

IK: Oh yes! And I have two younger brother and I feel I have an understand how
young boys think. You know how the adolescent boy is focused on the female body
most of the time and I think that's really cute. My youngest brother was the same age
as Haruhiku when she started the series.
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GM: But Haruhiku's not based on your little brother?

IK: No, no, but sometimes when Eukanaria bosses Haruhiku around, that might
remind me, just a little, of me bossing my little brother around. How we used to interact
sometimes.

GM: I have a younger brother, too, so I know what you mean. Haruhiku is a cute
character. His mind might be on sex, but he saves Eukanaria and Yuka time after time.
He's this goofy little guy, but he leans and adapts very quickly and the action is great,
and that's what makes this a very enjoyable manga to read.

IK: Thank you.

GM: When you're working, what comes first: the story or the pictures?

IK: I usually think up lines of dialogue that I want to use, and go from there.

GM: Lines like "My breast aren't doing the talking"?

IK: That line wasn't exactly planned. Eukanaria is a character that sometimes moves
on her own.

GM: What's the process of drawing this manga?

IK: I do the layouts, then I do the pencils and inks, and then my assistants do more
inking, like hair and clothes, and backgrounds.

GM: Are you drawing with pen and ink?

IK: Pen and ink.

GM: What kind of pen and ink?

IK: Do you know what a G-pen is?

GM: Yes, it's a piece of metal you dip in ink. What brand do you use?

IK: Zebra.

GM: I think we have that here. No markers?

IK: Not for drawing the characters.

GM: So, just pencil, pen and ink.

IK: I've been using this brand of pen for so long, if the maker changed anything, I'd
know right away. These pens (nibs) are sharpened by hand, and I can tell when it's a
different sharpener.

GM: How much use do you usually get out of a pen?

IK: Depending on the pen, I can get three or four sheets, or if it's a really good pen, it
might last about 20 pages, but no more than that.
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GM: That's a lot of pens for eleven going on twelve volumes of "Enchanter."

IK: I just buy them by the box and use them.

GM: (to Mr. Nakagawa) What's the publisher's name?

KN: (hands over business card) Square Enix Co. Ltd. It's actually a game company,
but we've been in the manga business for about fifteen years.

GM: Who at Square Enix Co. Ltd. discovered Ms. Kawachi?

KN: I did. I met her in 1999 at the Super Comics City. She's done a few one-shot
stories for us, as a training period, and then we started "Enchanter" nearly four years
ago.

GM: (to Ms. Kawachi) So, when you took your dojinshi to the Super Comics City, was
making manga just a hobby for you?

IK: It was just a hobby.

GM: What a wonderful success story!

IK: It was a unique way for manga artists in Japan, they're not usually picked up by
publishers this way.

GM: Has "Enchanter" been serialized?

IK and Ken Nakagawa: Yes.

GM: Which magazine?

KN: Gangan Wing.

GM: Is "Enchanter" always serialized and then becomes a book?

KN: Yes, four episodes equals one book, and this comes out three months later. The
magazine is about three episodes ahead.

GM: What are your circulation numbers?

KN: With eleven volumes, about one million volumes have been sold.

GM: That's a lot. Is that one million volumes of the books?

KN: Yes.

GM: But what about the magazine, Gungun Wing?

KN: About fifty thousand an issue.

GM: What else is in this magazine?

KN: Mostly manga, about twenty separate stories, mostly fantasy and comedy...

GM: Are there articles and essays and interviews?
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KN: Very little, it's mainly a manga anthology?

GM: (to Ms. Kawachi) Are you enjoying your visit to Los Angeles?

IK: Yes.

GM: Is this your first visit to LA?

IK: Yes.

GM: Is there anything you'd like America to know about you?

IK: I would like them to know I'm not a man. Even in Japan people think I'm a man due
to the way I draw.

GM: I'll let people know that, as far as I can tell, you're one hundred percent female. Is
there any question I didn't ask that you'd like to answer?

IK: I'd like fans to know that I'm not using scantily dressed girls to sell this manga, I
just like drawing them that way. I like drawing pretty girls who are comfortable with
their bodies and their sexuality.

GM: Cheesecake.

IK: Yes, cheesecake.

GM: Thank you, Ms. Kawachi and Mr. Nakagawa, very very much for this interview.

###

Replies: 1 Comment

Great interviewing.. the last couple of lines are very funny ^^

Thanks alot for this.. and i wish i could thank the mangaka for this great manga too ^^

byebye

Posted by Adoranarin @ 07/06/2006 01:56 AM PST
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Virgin Earth
By Philippa Gregory
Published by Touchstone Books

Review by Kathryn Ramage

1638. John Tradescant, gardener to King Charles I, is sent on a
mission to the New World to gather samples of rare and unusual
plants. To navigate the wilderness beyond the Virginia colony
settlement and tobacco farms, John hires Suckahanna, a young
girl of the Powhatan tribe, as a guide. When he returns to
England with his gathered specimens, he leaves behind the girl,
nominally his wife for her protection against the advancing

settlers. He arrives home to find that his father has died, a marriage of convenience
has been arranged for him, and his country is headed for Civil War.

1643. After accompanying King Charles around England as a loyal Royalist, in spite of
his feelings to the contrary, John finds himself in an increasingly difficult and dangerous
political position. His only choice is to retreat to the New World, leaving his wife and
children behind. John's survival in the Virginia wilderness seems doubtful at first, until
he meets Suckahanna again, now a grown woman.

It's a very long, but a pretty good historical romance. Not a bodice ripped or swash
unbuckled. John Tradescant travels back and forth several times between colonial
Virginia and Civil War England over the course of the story, which ends in 1660 and
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the reign of Charles II. Ms Gregory gives us an interesting picture of the Jamestown
settlement in Virginia developing from ramshackle huts at the edge of a vast and
unknown wilderness to a place with gardens (and how this new civilization encroaches
more and more harshly on the Powhatans every time John returns). We are also given
a picture of the political turmoil of the Cavalier vs. Roundhead conflict, from the point of
view of a man caught between the two.

But there's one thing that I simply couldn't get over in the 660 pages of this novel:
Suckahanna-? Who would seriously give their heroine such a name?
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Elemental Gelade, Vol. 1 - React (DVD)
Geneon

Review by Tom Good

There is a genre of anime that I think of as "Normal Boy / Special
Girl" stories. In these tales, a rather ordinary, underachieving boy
finds himself paired up with a girl who is very unusual: an alien,
witch, ghost, robot, goddess, cyborg, or some other exotic,
fascinating being. Though ordinary girls are not particularly
impressed by Normal Boy, and have little interest in his
assistance or companionship, for some reason Special Girl

needs him. These are also known as "magical girlfriend" stories, and are generally
thought to have been inspired by TV shows like I Dream of Jeannie and Bewitched.

In Elemental Gelade, the Normal Boy is Cou, a young "sky pirate" who encounters a
Special Girl named Ren. She belongs to the mysterious race of Edel Raids. When she
"reacts" with a human she can turn into a powerful weapon, which makes her highly
sought-after, especially by evildoers who crave weapons. Her powers come from a
magic gemstone embedded in her body called the Elemental Gelade. It turns out that
some human women have been implanted with artificial gems to make them into
counterfeit Edel Raids with lesser powers. The process creates great stress on the
body, so these women -- called "Sting Raids" -- are at risk for side effects or even
death.
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Cou and Ren meet three members of an Edel Raid "protection agency," led by a girl
named Cisqua. Cisqua, together with her companions Kuea and Rowen, first offer to
buy Ren, but when they are turned down they join Cou and Ren and follow them
around. They claim to be helping, but may just be waiting for an opportunity to seize
Ren. Meanwhile a bad guy named Beazon also discovers Ren, and he and his Sting
Raid Parl fight the others.

Normal Boy / Special Girl stories usually have plenty of interesting symbolism. The
Special Girl is often a young, childlike "fish out of water" character who struggles to
understand the surrounding culture and communicate with people, yet she has great
power either through technology or magic. Normal Boy helps her use and develop her
powers and cope with living in society, and though things may be rocky at first,
eventually they forge a successful relationship. One way to interpret these stories is as
symbolic of the relationship between Japan and the West. When Japan was opened to
the West in 1854, the U.S. had superior technology and an unfamiliar culture, sort of
like Edel Raids or DearS. Japan adopted (and then in many cases ultimately improved
upon) Western technology, and eventually Japan and the U.S. became allies.

Of course, at another level these stories are all about the battle of the sexes.
Elemental Gelade takes place in a world where men use women for their own gain.
Giddy with the prospect of "reacting" with Ren, Beazon casts his Sting Raid companion
aside, literally throwing her to the ground. (The whole Sting Raid concept seems to
show women getting unhealthy implants in order to become more what men want them
to be.) And Ren suspects that Cou sees her as only a weapon. Alone in her room, she
asks, "Am I just a tool to be used for fighting?" Oddly, the male companion of an Edel
Raid is called an "Edel Raid Pleasure," and the story has some sexually suggestive
quotes. Ren tells Cou, "you don't know how to use me properly yet," and she also
says, "If I'm destined to be used by someone anyway, I'd rather be used by someone
who knows what they're doing."

Seeing all this, I thought the story would try to make some sort of interesting feminist
point, but it never really went that far. Maybe a future episode will further develop
these ideas. There are a lot of other loose ends. For example, how can Edel Raids be
a "race" if they are all female? How do they reproduce? But since this is only the first
volume, it may be too soon to expect answers.

English voice director Karl Willems, who also worked on Starship Operators, did a
great job of matching the English voices very closely to the Japanese originals. The
Japanese narrator has a silky smooth voice that I could listen to all day, and the
English narrator sounds amazingly similar. And Cou's exaggerated, melodramatic
speaking style also can be found in both versions. The English dub is great, but in one
area the translation departs from the Japanese script. Cisqua's formal Japanese
contrasts with the informal speech of the other characters, and because she is bossy
and manipulative, her "politeness" comes across as a bit humorous. The English
version lacks this formal/informal dimension, and though this is no great loss it is an
interesting difference.

Despite having a name that sounds like it should be a hair product, Elemental Gelade
is pretty entertaining. There are some funny moments, like when Cou runs through a
deadly hallway full of sharpened stakes, swinging tree trunks, and other obstacles, and
discovers that the final trap is a pie in the face. The incidental music is fun, and the
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good voice acting makes up for a few clunky lines like "It's my sworn duty to protect
you so that I can prove I'm a real man!" I think this series is worth checking out.
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Arcadia of My Youth
Distributed by AnimEigo*

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

I have to admit it. It wasn't love at first sight. The first time I ever
saw Captain Herlock (or Harlock, as he was known in those
days), he made my brain hurt. It was in the early eighties and my
friend Andy had dragged me into a dimly lit room at a comic book
convention to watch something he called "anime" that was what
he promised would be "great."

“Andy,” I said after a few minutes. “This isn’t in English.”

“Uh-huh,” he muttered back. “’S Japanese.”

“Andy,” I said after a few more minutes. “Do you speak Japanese?”

“Ummm…” he muttered noncommittally.

“Because I don’t.”

“Shh.”

My head was starting to hurt from trying to follow the increasingly bizarre plot-twists
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without benefit of understandable dialogue. “Traditionally this sort of situation calls for
subtitles, you know…”

“Shhh.”

“Why is that one guy’s eyes so big?”

“Shhhh.”

“Why is his hair so big?”

“Shhhhh.”

“Hey, wait. Is that hair or is another character sitting on his head?”

“Shhhhhhhhh.”

“Why do I have to be quiet if this show is in a language none of us speak?”

I get testy when my head hurts.

Now it is many years later. I have learned much about Japanese culture and
iconography. Subtitles have been discovered by the anime industry. I view anime in the
comfort of my home on high-quality DVDs instead of peering at grainy bootlegs in dark
rooms with somewhat smelly and decidedly geeky strangers. And I have finally
watched “Arcadia of My Youth” without having my brain try to crawl out my ears.

This is a poor introduction to one of the true Granddaddy’s of anime, but I thought it
might be necessary to explain the powerful sense of relief that will no doubt pervade
this review.

“Captain Harlock” along with “Robotech” was one of the series that introduced
obsessive U.S. fandom to anime. And what an introduction it was – a pirate movie set
in outer space that quoted Proust in the title, used Dvorak’s “New World Symphony” as
background music for battle scenes, and featured a taciturn main character who tended
to spout nihilist philosophy when he did deign to speak.

And let me tell you, kiddies, this was jumping off into the deep end of the pool. This
was a big step up from “Speed Racer” and “Scooby-Doo” with no Pokemon primer for
us in the Reagan Era, baby.

But we loved it. (Well, most of us did. My brain was still trying to crawl out my ears at
this point.) This movie, “Arcadia of My Youth,” incorporates all the elements that made
the “Harlock” series so adored. The plot is continual high melodrama on the high seas.
Plot twists are fast and frequent. Harlock and his crew go from one seemingly
desperate situation from another, managing to stay one hair-breadth ahead of their
enemies not only by displaying more cunning, but by tapping the incredible power of
time-spanning ties of friendship, and being more superlatively honorable than you
could have previously thought was possible for the good guys in a melodrama to be.
Even the most jaded viewer (even those with bad memories of their brains trying to
crawl out of their ears) can’t help but be drawn in by the pace and energy of the plot.

On to some specifics of this DVD -- The first thing I have to say about the graphics is
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that they are vintage Eighties. No computer enhancing here. The only thing we were
computer enhancing in 1981 was spreadsheets.

The thing, however, that separates “Harlock” from “Robotech” -- making it deliciously
retro instead of pure Harmony Gold cheese-- is stylization. Every design element of the
movie is stylized. From the pirate ship space ship to the tiny crossbone barrettes worn
by one of the female characters, each element contributes to and reinforces
Matsumoto-san’s theme of rebellion against not only unjust authority but the despotism
of mindless collectivism…. And it looks pretty cool too. Wonder if Harlock wears black
crossbone underwear? My bet would have to be yes.

AmerEigo has wrapped “Arcadia of My Youth” up in a pretty package for us. The cover
art is lovely. There are liner notes – which always make me happy – giving us
interesting facts about Matsumoto-san and the lyrics of the theme songs. More
interesting facts about the production and voice actors are contained in the “extras”
section of DVD along with the perennially popular image gallery. Nothing extraordinary,
but a nice package that won’t disappoint a buyer.

Since our divine editor and given me a lifetime supply of “Harlock” episodes, I’m going
to be a little stingy with my store of knowledge and opinions about this series and its
creator. I’ve got to keep something in reserve for the four reviews still ahead of me. So
let me just say “Arcadia of My Youth” is a wonderful and necessary first acquisition of a
series that should be on every true anime aficionado’s shelf. Enjoy its sublime
weirdness while hopefully keeping your brain planted firmly inside your skull.

*Note: AnimEigo seems to be having a serious sale! on this title. Full disclosure: J
LHLS gets a few pennies if you buy it from Amazon, but this anime is so fantastic, I
encourage you to buy 2 from AnimEigo and give one to someone you love very much.
Ed.

Also see Ginger Mayerson's wackier review Arcadia of my Middle Age, if you haven't
had enough the subject. Ed
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"Enchanter" book signing in Orange

Digital Manga Inc. Announces Borders Book Signing with Izumi
Kawachi, creator of Enchanter, at The Block at Orange Borders
Bookstore, 20 City Boulevard W., Orange, California, Saturday
July 1, 2006, 11:00AM - 1:00PM.

Gardena, CA, June 28, 2006 – Borders Bookstores and Digital
Manga Publishing, one of the industry’s most innovative manga
licensing and publishing companies, will be hosting an autograph
session with Izumi Kawachi famed creator of Enchanter. This title
will be released on July 1, 2006 and will be a Borders exclusive

for six months.

Details:

Location: 
The Block at Orange Borders Bookstore
20 City Boulevard W.
Orange, CA 92868

Time:
Saturday July 1, 2006
11:00AM - 1:00PM
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Questions: Please contact Digital Manga Publishing at 310-817-8010 or
dmp@emanga.com. Or visit our website at www.dmpbooks.com/enchanter.
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Kamichu! Vol. 1 (DVD)
Geneon

Review by Tom Good

One day Hitotsubashi Yurie has the feeling that she has become
a kami, and it turns out she is right! While learning to use her
powers, she accidentally summons a powerful typhoon. But even
as a godlike being, she still faces the typical challenges of middle
school. She struggles with her grades. She hopes the cute boy in
her class will like her, but he can't even remember her name.
"Ichihashi, right?" he says. (Ichihashi and Hitotsubashi would
both be written with the same kanji, so at least he is close.) And

Yurie gets teased by other kids, who criticize her for not doing anything "splashy and
godlike" lately to impress them. The title Kamichu! refers to the fact that Yurie is both a
kami and a chuugakusei -- a middle-school student.

In the world of modern anime, a show about teenage girls without any sexual content
almost seems abnormal, but this show is pleasantly sweet and wholesome. It promotes
the values of sincerity, compassion, and kindness. I kept thinking that it might become
cloyingly cute or boring, and I looked for flaws, but instead it kept making me smile in
spite of myself. Kurata Hideyuki, who also wrote Gun X Sword, wrote the script.

The art does not go out of its way to be especially edgy or groundbreaking;
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nevertheless, it is skillfully executed and very effective. For example, many of the
backgrounds are familiar set-pieces: the shrine, the school, the rooftop, the cityscape.
But all are constructed with attention to color, composition, and detail. Some examples
of the art can be found in the downloads section of the Kamichu! site. The English
voices sound believably young without being shrill or annoying, and the translation
makes good use of informal English and slang.

In one episode Yurie visits the world of the kami, and the story takes on a mythic
quality like Alice In Wonderland or Spirited Away. We see that there are even kami for
things like laserdiscs and wrist exercisers. In fact, the whole disc reminds me of
Spirited Away, not just for the plot, but also for the high production values. With rock-
solid art, music, voiceovers, and writing, and a plot that is appropriate for all ages, this
disc easily gets my recommendation.
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WOMEN WEBCOMICKER GRANT NAN: Guidelines

PURPOSE
In order to foster women publishing independently, with economy, and as owners of
what they create, I will award FOUR grants annually, of a year's free hosting at
WebComicsNation.com, to women making a regularly-updating new or existing
webcomic of any genre or style.
The recipients will have unlimited data storage and bandwidth, the ability to choose to
support their work with ads, and a storefront for selling merchandise.

The name of the grant is "Nan", after the "digital person" Nan 11 from Rumble Girls:
Silky Warrior Tansie. In RG, Nan agitates, comments on, and works behind the scenes
to help the heroine, Raven, come to the understanding that being her own girl is the
key to her strength.

I believe the Web already has what women wanting to make comics need, and that it
has and continues to transform American comics from a work-for-hire Boy's Club to a
stage for everyone to perform on and be seen. The Web is living up to its promise, and
comics can, too.

DEADLINE
Submissions are now open. Deadline for submissions is FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1,
2006, 6PM Central.

http://liheliso.org/
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF GRANTS
NAN Grant recipients will be notified WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2006, via email.
A press release will be sent out concurrently. (Because, dadgum, we all need good
news by Wednesday.)

ELIGIBILITY
1. Persons applying MUST be female. You will have to provide me with a document
such as a driver's license, birth certificate, military I.D., etc. stating you are female. In
the case of team comics (no more than three persons on a team), the entire team
MUST be female, and remain so for the period of the grant.
2. Applicants must be at least 18 years old.
3. The work submitted must be free of contractural obligation for web publication, must
be the property of the applicant(s), must not infringe on other's rights, nor be libelous or
slanderous.
4. I am kindly disposed towards manga and Oni-like comics, but good comics most of
all.
5. Previous experience a plus, but not neccessary.
6. The NAN Grant is open to ALL female webcomickers, regardless of experience. This
includes young, brand-new comickers, older brand-new comickers, experienced
comickers now paying a success tax for bandwidth use, professionals from other fields.
You have to either already be making a comic that needs hosting, or want to host a
new one.
7. Applicant bears sole responsibility for following these guidelines. Failure to comply
with items 1.-3. will result in revocation of awarded grant.

RIGHTS
1. Applicants retain ALL rights to their work. Submissions are the sole property of their
creator(s), period.
2. Comics published with a NAN Grant that are later collected for print are requested to
add "Originally published in (year) on Webcomicsnation.com, with the aid of Women
Webcomicker Grant Nan" to their indicia.
3. I reserve the right to use applicant's names and representative art to publicize NAN
without further compensation. (This means I will tell people who's applied, who's won,
and point the inquiring to their work.)
4. NAN Grant recipients are encouraged to crow as soon as they recieve notification
emails.

GUIDELINES
1. Ideally, BEFORE YOU SEND ME YOUR PROPOSAL, BUY or BORROW and READ
How To Write a Book Proposal by Michael Larsen. 
While it is geared towards non-fiction proposals, it does teach everything you need to
know about crafting a readable proposal.
What I do not want to see is your entire story written out in a single-spaced block in
email. Have mercy.

2. Show me you already know how to put a comic/images online. I want to see clean
presentation (which means learning how to use an image editing program to take out
grays from scans), good lettering (many decent free fonts available at blambot.com, so
there's no excuse for lettering in Times New Roman), and basic HTML (which will
greatly enhance your experience in hosting with WebComicsNation.com).
Excellent proposals by Lynn Lau and Leigh Dragoon that won their creators contracts

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0898797713
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at GirlAMatic.com can be found here:
http://tentative.net/jupiter/
And here:
http://www.spidric.com/proposal/default.asp

3. Email me at nanoneone@gmail.com, subject line "NAN: (title)", otherwise my spam
filters will eat it.
To this address, send me the URL of your submission, and attach a scan of a
document that verifies your gender.
Don't tell me it isn't your best work. If it's not, why should I look at it?
If you do things like use "u" for "you", "4" for "four" and "LOL" for punctuation, don't
when you write me. I expect to see a command of conventional English. Also, sell
yourself without resorting to emoticons. They're for casual correspondence, which a
proposal is not, at least not to me.

4. It's okay to be disappointed if I feel your comic isn't right for Nan Grant, because no
one enjoys rejection. I regret I will be unable to provide detailed guidance or critiques
of submitted material. I hope you will submit again.

5. I and grateful to you for submitting, no matter what my answer is.

From: Lea Hernandez.
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Gun X Sword, Vol. 1 (DVD)
Geneon

Review by Tom Good

"He's not wearing a tuxedo!" That is what I kept wanting to yell at
the screen as I watched Gun X Sword. Van, the main character,
is oddly proportioned -- tall and spindly with thighs that look
barely larger than his wrists. He wears an unusual outfit that
stands out in the Western-style environment of the show, and
other characters keep commenting on his "tuxedo." In fact,
episode 1 is even titled Tuxedo Blowing in the Wind. But Van

wears a long black tail coat which reaches to the ground, with a white shirt, bolo tie,
and black hat. A tuxedo involves a short dinner jacket without tails, and usually a bow
tie and a vest or cummerbund. A long black tail coat is not a tuxedo, especially if it has
strange wide straps all over it.

But there is more to Gun X Sword than odd notions about formal wear. In the
beginning it seems like a Western. A small town is threatened by a gang of outlaws
called "The Wild Bunch" -- a reference to the title of a 1969 Western film. Van walks in
just as the bad guys are attacking a cute girl named Wendy. He rescues her, and she
offers to marry him if he helps save the town. He has no interest in marriage to such a
young girl, but he allows Wendy to tag along with him.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B000EQ5Q54/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B000EQ5Q54/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://www.geneonanimation.com/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0065214/
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Van's hand weapon is the "sword" of the title, so the "gun" must be the revolver that
Wendy carries around. Just when it seems that the story will fit into a familiar niche,
everything gets crazy. The bad guys drive some Mad Max style vehicles, Van wields a
flexible, shape-shifting sword, and both sides pilot giant mecha called Armor. Yes, this
is a Western with giant mecha and orbiting satellites. At this point I started to classify
the show as a wacky steampunk Western, like the movie Wild Wild West.

But the show defies classification, because it combines elements from so many
different sources. It has eclectic music like Cowboy Bebop and a hot babe character
named Carmen 99, who is a lot like Bebop's Faye Valentine. It has an opening theme
sequence like a James Bond movie, and a wedding-murder revenge plot like Kill Bill.
(Van searches for someone called "The Claw" who killed Van's intended bride at his
wedding.) Episode 3 involves a side story along the lines of Transformers or Power
Rangers set in Mexico, and other parts reminded me of Fist of the North Star, Last
Exile and Steamboy. Watching Gun X Sword is like watching every animated and live-
action movie you've ever seen all combined into one.

Magical Shopping Arcade Abenobashi also appropriated material from many other
anime, but it did so as a series of parodies. Gun X Sword does not really parody the
works it imitates, nor does it ever become just a boring series of stolen ideas. Instead, it
is more like a mashup that arranges familiar ingredients together in a whole new way,
with its own style. The result is very entertaining.

The English voices are very good, so I prefer to listen to the English soundtrack. It is
worth also listening to the Japanese version of episode 1, just to hear how many
English words are in the Japanese version: words like lucky, unlucky, armor, and
tuxedo for example. One of my friends used to joke that because of the adoption of
English loan words, in another 100 years Japanese would become identical to English
spoken with a Japanese accent. He could probably point to this episode as evidence.

Van's hat is like a cowboy hat but with a diamond shaped brim, and it has a split in the
back that visually echoes the slit in his tail coat. Wendy's pigtails also have this
bifurcated form. There are a few scenes that show Van and Wendy from a distance,
and her pigtails stick out to the side of her head in just the same way that Van's hat
brim does. This makes her silhouette a miniature version of his, which is a nice touch.
All the clever little designs like this make the show beautiful, even if you don't
consciously pay attention to them.

The DVD extras include 2 episodes of something called "Gun X Sword-San." This is a
bizarre and funny short skit where some of the Gun X Sword characters are played by
hand puppets with a South Park sense of humor, but the whole thing is rendered in
crude 3D animation. I guess this is there just in case the main story didn't seem weird
enough.

The magic of Gun X Sword is that even though each piece of it may seem familiar, the
end result is something completely new. This anime was a lot of fun to watch, and I
would recommend it.

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0120891/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0398412/
http://www.mashuptown.com/
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ZORRO
By Isabel Allende
Translated from the Spanish by Margaret Sayers Peden
Published by HarperCollins Publishers, 2005

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Attention Baby Boomers! With all the movies being made and
remade nowadays about our favorite childhood heroes, I think it's
high time someone wrote a book about the noblest one of all. I'm
talking about Zorro, the swashbuckling Spanish hero from the
18th Century, when California was still part of Spain.

Good old Zorro; no superpowers like Superman, no extraordinary senses like
Daredevil, no metamorphic changes over which he has no control like the Hulk, no
abilities brought on by radiation or laboratory accident like Spiderman or the Fantastic
Four. Just a brave man in a mask and cape (like Batman, but blessedly angst-free),
armed with a sword and a sense of justice, taking on the powers that be for the sake of
the poor and helpless. A true hero, in the style of Robin Hood, who takes from the rich
to give to the poor and never kills unless it is absolutely necessary. And, need I add, a
much better role model for our Latino youth than the freaking Frito Bandito, who was
just plain embarrassing, or even Desi Arnez, the only other Latino on TV to portray our
people in a positive light on the long-running sitcom "I Love Lucy".

Surely there are Boomers out there who remember the old black and white "Zorro" TV

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0007201974
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0007201974
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series by Walt Disney Productions, which ran from October 10, 1957 to September 28,
1959" on ABC? It starred Guy Williams as Don Diego de la Vega (that's another reason
why I love the guy; his alter ego has the same last name as me!), alias Zorro, the fox.
His faithful sidekick/valet, the mute Bernardo, was played by Gene Sheldon, and his
father, Don Alejandro de la Vega, was played by George J. Lewis. The villainous
Captain Monastario was played by Britt Lomond, and the fat, cowardly Sergeant
Garcia was played by Henry Calvin. (Note: with the exception of Williams, whose real
name was Armando Catalando, none of the actors was actually Latino. That's the way
it was, back in the day, when only white people could play minorities on TV and in the
movies.)

Who doesn't remember the dynamic theme song (words by Norman Foster, music by
George Bruns) that began every show:

"Out of the night, when the full moon is bright,
Comes the horseman known as Zorro.
This bold renegade carves a "Z" with his blade.
A "Z" that stands for Zorro.
Zorro, the fox so cunning and free.
Zorro, who makes the sign of the "Z".
Zorro...Zorro...Zorro..."

In this novel, Isabel Allende (the niece of former Chilean President Salvador Allende
Gossens, who was overthrown in 1973) uses the old Disney series as a basis for her
characters. But she also provides an interesting background for young Diego de la
Vega, making him a mestizo, a person of mixed Spanish and Indian ancestry, the result
of Spanish settlers in Old California intermarrying or sleeping with Native American
women.

Diego's father, Captain Alejandro de la Vega, is a Spanish aristocrat turned soldier, a
veteran of the Italian wars and thus a hero in his own right, who rides to the rescue
when Padre Mendoza of the San Gabriel Mission in Alta California sends an urgent
message to the Presidio in San Diego, begging for soldiers to defend the mission from
a local Indian uprising. Unfortunately, the soldiers are needed elsewhere, so only
Captain de la Vega and two of his best men are able to come to the mission.
Somehow this brave caballero and his men, aided by the priest and eight Indian
converts, called neophytes, managed to defeat an army of at least a hundred Indians,
led by the mysterious Chief Gray Wolf, a mystical shaman who literally dances with
wolves.

After the battle, while burying the wounded and tending to the injured, Don Alejandro
makes two surprising discoveries. The first is that Chief Gray Wolf is still alive, though
badly wounded. The second is that Grey Wolf is actually a beautiful mestiza maiden
named Toypurnia, which means Daughter-of-Wolf; her father was a Spanish sailor who
deserted his ship for the love of her mother White Owl, a shaman and healer from the
Shoshone tribe.

Naturally Don Alejandro can't allow such a dangerous prisoner to go unguarded, so he
remains by her side day and night. Of course they end up falling in love. Toypurnia is
sent to live with Alejandro's patrona, Dona Eulalia Fages, the wife of the governor of
California, to learn civilized ways; she is baptized Regina Maria de la Inmaculada
Concepcion and returns to the mission three years later, with the dress and manners



Archived Entry - 06/22/2006: "Book review: Zorro"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000608.htm[4/27/2019 3:10:46 PM]

of a Spanish lady, but with the heart of an Indian warrior. The minute Alejandro sees
her again, he blurts out a proposal of marriage.

In due time, the hero and the mystic warrior become the parents of a son, Diego, who
grows up learning the ways of a Spanish gentleman from his father, and the ways of an
Indian warrior from his mother and grandmother. His faithful friend Bernardo is an
Indian boy, born in the third week of May like himself, whose mother, Ana, becomes
Diego's wet nurse. Bernardo becomes mute after pirates attack the de la Vega
hacienda early one morning, forcing Ana to hide her then 8-year-old son inside a
laundry basket while she bravely confronts the home invaders in her nightgown. She
suffers the usual outrage at the pirates' hands; afterwards they cut her throat and
leave her naked, ravished body for her son to find as he crawls out of his shelter.
Bernardo was so traumatized he rarely spoke thereafter, and then only to Diego or
others he was close to, relying on sign language most of the time.

As for Diego, he fared better during the attack because he and his mother were both
able to hide in a secret passageway behind a fireplace, after Regina was injured
fighting the pirates. This secret passageway becomes a sanctuary for young Diego and
his milk brother, letting them in and out of the house without Don Alejandro's
knowledge so they can learn the ways of their mothers' people.

Diego not only learns the ways of a Spanish gentleman, but the ways in which the
Spanish settlers mistreat the Native Americans, whom they enslave, torture and kill
after taking their land for themselves. Diego and his mother both strive to help the
native people retain their lands and rights, despite Spanish persecution. Don Alejandro
gives them little help or sympathy; he is not an evil man, simply indifferent to the plight
of commoners outside the walls of his hacienda, where he alone rules. He may deplore
the excesses of his fellow aristocrats, the unjust way in which they treat their Indian
peons as well as the ordinary working folk, but he accepts this injustice as simply the
way things are, not unlike the average American Republican. No wonder Diego grows
up with a thirst for justice, after witnessing the brutal injustices of the Spanish settlers
against the Native Americans.

Diego's father sends him to Spain to be educated at the age of fifteen, along with his
faithful Bernardo, who, unlike his character in the series, is completely Indian and
dresses the part; white linen pants and shirt, with a sash around the waist and a striped
serape in winter. He also wears a band around his head and a long braid halfway down
his back. Diego, of course, is tall, dark and handsome, but with enormous jug ears,
which the narrator of the story suggests were the reason that he wore a mask. He
spends four years in Spain at the home of his father's old friend, Don Tomas de
Romeu, attending the School of Humanities and learning swordplay from the master
swordsman Maestro Manuel Escalante, as well as falling in love with Don Tomas'
beautiful older daughter Juliana. He is also inducted into the secret society known as
La Justicia, originally founded in the sixteenth century to fight against the injustice of
the Inquisition. This is where he learns to fight for right, defend the weak and helpless,
and, above all else, to seek justice. All the members must pass a grueling initiation,
during which they must overcome a master swordsman and take a secret name. When
Diego passes his initiation he takes the name Zorro, the fox, because it is his totemic
animal, the one he glimpsed during his vision quest when he took his test of manhood
among the Indians. And so the hero was born.

Any fan of Zorro's will be delighted by this clever "biography" based upon the classic
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TV series. The story is narrated by an eloquent person who is obviously a close friend
of Diego, but you never guess who it is until the very last chapter. Let's just say that the
author pulls a "Mary Sue" on us, and quite successfully. (For those of you not into fan
fiction, a "Mary Sue" is a story in which the author uses herself as a character, usually
endowing herself with a number of nauseating virtues to insure that she wins the
hero's love in the end. Happily, that wasn't the case here.) The whole novel is a treat
from beginning to end, written in a frank but modest style which would have won the
approval of the late Walt Disney, provided he didn't sue for copyright infringement upon
seeing how similar Ms. Allende's characters are to the ones in his "Zorro" TV series.
Let us hope Ms. Allende intends to write a sequel, or inspires Disney Studios to begin
filming a new Zorro TV series.
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Para Para Max: The Moves 101
Geneon

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

I have to confess I know virtually nothing at all about anime. My
kids were too little for the Pokemon mania, so the most exposure
I have to it is watching Hayao Miyazaki’s Spirited Away. This is a
little like saying I’m qualified to review movies because I watched
Citizen Kane once.

This means I had to do a little research, and I do mean little,
about the subject so could at least get a working definition of what is a huge, already
much-discussed topic. When poking around on the internet, I learned that anime
dancing is a huge industry in Japan, and most of the A list musicians record music for
Japanese cartoons, which in turn becomes a big part of Japanese pop music. It doesn’t
really seem too dissimilar from, say, Radio Disney, which plays Nathan Lane singing
“Hakuna Matata.” It’s just that there’s a lot more focus on that sort of thing in Japan, it
seems.

Because of that, it isn’t a surprise that special club dances were created for anime
music, and that’s where Para Para Max comes in.

The Para Para dance craze swept Japan around 1999-2000, which means I’m at least

http://geneonanimation.com/MainContentPage.aspx?PageUID=e4f7842c-b100-4a9a-8ea8-e91dfc6e5c63&CatUID=7e51ecae-1202-4cf7-bba0-0c37b9953f93&Letter=P&ctl_BrowseGridpg=0&hdn_ProdID=52d1b452-9ca1-4afd-b87e-8a654c9851a8&Title=5324fd57-570a-4337-b692-1b6d30073f3c&TitleType=bc3bba18-208c-4534-9697-f3719fd13683
http://liheliso.org/
http://geneonanimation.com/MainContentPage.aspx?PageUID=e4f7842c-b100-4a9a-8ea8-e91dfc6e5c63&CatUID=7e51ecae-1202-4cf7-bba0-0c37b9953f93&Letter=P&ctl_BrowseGridpg=0&hdn_ProdID=52d1b452-9ca1-4afd-b87e-8a654c9851a8&Title=5324fd57-570a-4337-b692-1b6d30073f3c&TitleType=bc3bba18-208c-4534-9697-f3719fd13683
http://geneonanimation.com/
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six years behind in my Japanese pop culture knowledge. This is fine, because you
would expect a fat Midwestern housewife to be exactly six years behind any popular
trend, so reviewing an instructional DVD for a dance craze that was peaking more than
half a decade ago sounds just about right.

In Para Para dancing, there are specific, preset movements for each song that
everyone does at the same time. Wikipedia makes the comparison to line dancing,
which is true, but it’s slightly more complicated. It’s sort as if “Achy Breaky Heart” had
its own dance with unique hand gestures signifying homage to the mullet, and all of
Toby Keith’s songs would include a simulation of giving Karl Rove a blowjob.

Para Para Max: The Moves 101 slowly leads the viewer through four songs performed
by pop star Yoko Ishida. The dance instructors, Mike and Randy, take turns breaking
each song down to distinct parts, each with its own terminology.

The first option you can select has Mike and Randy facing the viewer, which makes it
slightly confusing when you’re trying to learn the moves and have to remember when
it’s time to use the right arm and when it’s time to use the left. Fortunately, they also
offer a mirroring option. Getting the arms right is important if you’re going to bring your
mad Para Para skillz to a club, but since my performance was going to be restricted to
my living room, I didn’t really care.

We popped in the DVD and tried to learn the first featured the techno pop song “A
Cruel Angel’s Thesis.” I stood in the middle of the group, with the three-year-old on
one side and the six-year-old on the other. We worked on the moves for about an
hour, with a lot of rewinding and repetition, and let me just say this: OUCH.

Oh my god. Ouch.

An hour of holding your hands up over your head and waving them around in different
patterns hurts. The kids did a lot better than I did, of course, but for me it was a serious
upper body workout. (The lower body gets toned with low impact aerobics, since in
Para Para dancing, you either don’t move your feet, or you limit yourself to stepping
side to side.) Don’t believe me? Try this first lesson.

When Steve came home from work, we all lined up and made him sit next to the TV,
(to better keep an eye on the Para Para Dancing Girls) and performed our “Cruel
Angel’s Thesis” dance moves for him. He was a very appreciative audience, I must
say, even though he declined an opportunity to watch us again.

The next day when the kids asked if we could do Para Para Max dancing again, I was
all for it. I think if I follow the DVD every day for a month, not only will I have the dance
moves of a thirteen-year-old Japanese girl, I’ll have the ass of one, too.

Para Para Max: The Moves 101
distributed by Geneon
DVD, 1996

Replies: 1 Comment

Thanks, Leigh Anne, you must have the upper arms of a Goddess by now. Am I
jealous? Oh, perhaps.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anime%E2%80%9D
http://www.paraparamax.com/default2.html
http://www.geneonanimation.com/
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Starship Operators, Vol. 3: Truth (DVD)
Geneon

Review by Tom Good

Since it is World Cup time, I will attempt a soccer metaphor. If
Volume 1 of Starship Operators was a brilliant defensive play to
win possession of the ball, and Volume 2 was solid, precise
passing through the midfield to set up the attack, then Volume 3
is the daring sprint down the wing, the perfectly placed cross,
and the spectacular bicycle kick that scores the game-winning
goal. I sat down intending to watch one episode, and I could not

tear myself away until I had watched all five episodes in one sitting and reached the
conclusion of the series. It is that good. Starship Operators is one of the best short
anime series I have seen.

The art is crisp and appealing, and the English voice acting is so good, if I didn't know
better I'd think the series was originally in English. But it is the writing that really makes
this series unforgettable. Anyone who watched the first two volumes has probably
figured out by now that this series is unlikely to have a happy Hollywood ending with a
cute song-and-dance number. But other than that, the plot eludes easy prediction. The
young cadets on the starship Amaterasu must inevitably be pawns in some larger
schemes, but the way this ultimately plays out is both surprising and believable.
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The military tactics and political machinations grow ever more complex as the series
nears its end. But no ridiculous plot twists appear purely for shock value. Instead, the
plot unfolds to reveal an interesting structure beneath the events of previous volumes.
By the end of the final episode, everything falls into place to create a satisfying finish.

Starship Operators makes heroes and heroines of its young protagonists, but not by
portraying them as 40-year-old superhumans in teenage bodies. The characters
resemble actual young people, smart and tough in some ways, yet vulnerable and
naive in others. They willingly took on an interstellar conflict, not because they felt
certain of victory, not because they had no other choice, but because it seemed like
the best option at the time. Later, when there was an opportunity to leave the group, I
expected to see the movie cliche where everyone immediately vows to continue on no
matter what the odds, but the plot took a more realistic direction. All the small choices
like this add up to make a good series great.

I highly recommend Starship Operators. Whether you are a newcomer to anime or a
hardcore fan, the series has a lot to offer.
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De/Signing Women
Communication/Consumption
May 27, 2006 through June 25, 2006
Avenue 50 Studio
131 N. Avenue 50
Highland Park

323 258 1435

Gallery Review by Lui Sanchez

Recent artworks by Val Echavarria and
Samantha Harrison are presented at the
Avenue 50 Studio exhibition of
Communication Consumption. Here the two
women enter into dialogues between
themselves and us on obsessive and often
absurd manifestations of communication and consumption. Their
artworks are visually delightful, compact, precise and engaging,

but embody a more acute if not darker realization of human personification that is
worthy of our attention and investigation.

Samantha Harrison presents works of graphic delicacy that ironically elicits our
consumption of the work while criticizing the act to do so, as overwhelmingly generated
by corporate America. Her works are placards or signs of corporate co-opting -- where
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company logos and trademarks are composed with illustrated visages of human
anatomy, body accoutrements or tableaux that create a sublimely irreverent crosshatch
of a Darwin-esque Gray's Anatomy ad campaign/menu. This winsome mingle is
framed in preciously executed Rococo styled curvilinear leaves and stems that
arabesque throughout her works disguising the wry critical eye of Harrison behind an
eroticism that most advertising firms would die for. Though this type of excellent
crafting is commonplace for Harrison, with this work she moves to a more
monochromatic styling that signals a beautiful apotheosis in her ruminations of form
and content.

It is this beauty, however, that Harrison will not take for granted. The fragmented
bodies or organs that Harrison views as receptors of and for corporate values clearly
marks for us our addiction to designed consumerism. Our bodies, our selves are no
longer whole without the co-dependency of product we are led to ingest. In Harrison's
Coca Cola, the Coca Cola brand name fixes comfortably atop a woman's reproductive
system, marking it the perfect purveyor of consumer efficiency: a deftly illustrated how-
to page of corporate symbiosis that no longer gives birth to soul but to commodity.
There amongst the design, Harrison suggests that our desire to consume has matched
if not replaced our desire to reproduce. Quicker than we can gleam a Wal-Mart,
Chanel, or Disneyland sign across a television screen or billboard our beauty is
defiled. We become like Harrison's Exxon, an erotic visual frontispiece of bodily juices
literally spilt out into an ocean that only more consumerism can clean up, while any
remaining human essence is outlasted on an exquisitely placed company sign.
Harrison is right to quote Bush here, "America is addicted to oil," and our bodies,
however fragmented, are all the more comfortable for it.

Bush's words, however, do not go unscathed. Across the gallery Val Echavarria is
clearly resigned to the weightlessness of such words. Designed in carefully created 6 x
6" boxes, Echavarria structures thirteen curios or shadow boxes that strain, strive for,
or ridicule any last remaining vestiges of clear communication. In her Lip Service,
Echavarria reverberates Harrison's addicted dilemma. Language rather than the body,
however, is the defiled signifier and the iconic finger-waving talking head in Lip Service
becomes the more Republican under the trampling of words by Echavarria's geometric
yet abundant horde of elephants.

This trampling however is not a strictly Republican stronghold. Echavarria is wise to
question intents of communication particularly as it deflates around her in various
arenas. Her works imbued with warm yellows, oranges, browns and reds against the
gallery's sand colored walls often ask questions that seek sonic truths. The delicate
quality of her pieces, like Harrison's, disguises the fervent need to capture the word,
any word that would give answer and connection to her investigations. But unlike
Harrison, her fragmented illustrations of ears, mouths, lips, are in desperate need of
nourishment and yet we cannot serve them. Instead, Echavarria views our
communication mottled about as in Speak: somewhere there in the miasma we are
able to see letters but unable to put them together into words that give weight to our
thoughts, our structures. Our communication, rather, passes through our minds as a
sweetly familiar utterance that quickly dissipates just as it sounds in your head
suggests Echavarria in In One Ear. We may no longer be vessels of process even with
trampled words and in Echavarria's graphic cobweb our caught minds may long be
stored in the attic to recline.
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At which then, we can assuredly bounce back across the gallery to Harrison's
American Airlines. Harrison's condom instruction manual becomes more astute as,
here too, we suggestively can recline in first class, flying safely above any real
intercourse, perfectly gratified by unknowing what is fed to us. Someday we may be
able to answer Echavarria's what The Soup Chick says..., but these two women
certainly see the immediacy that such answers may well be gone if not well hidden in
the beautiful yet empty signs and language we engage in day to day. It is with no minor
delight that the partnering and interaction between Echavarria and Harrison in this
exhibition is well noticed, as Echavarrias's self-portrait in No Connection becomes
more of a woman that is perhaps sitting in the back of the corporate branding machine
board room confoundedly viewing next year's ad campaign that Harrison so warningly
displays.

It's an ad campaign we will no doubt consume. The remedy of this consumption,
however, may just be here with Echavarria and Harrison. We at times may well be
pleased to keep ourselves mute but when we are force-fed comfortably not to think we
can only look to de-sign ourselves and re-sign ourselves if only out of necessity to be
heard. Echavarria and Harrison dare to show us through the prodded colons and
extracted teeth, through the gaping mouth and stitched ear, what may be our last
knowing sensory organs of communication: not to be sold. Yet you might want to buy
these mementos -- that what should truly have our value -- but you may just be too
late, as you spend the last mound of income on the ad campaign that tattoos sign-
ificantly in your head.
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The Cricket Winter
By Felice Holman
Illustrated by Robyn Thomas
Published by Eerdmans Books
Release date: July 29, 2006 (excerpt)

Review by Kathryn Ramage

"If ever there were a cricket who really had something to say? to
some boy, for example? he could probably do very well at it, if he
had the heart to make the effort. This is a story about a cricket

with a heart."

And so begins this charming children's story, about a cricket named Orthoptera
Gryllidae (all crickets are named Orthoptera Gryllidae), who learns to communicate
with a nine-year-old boy named Simms Silvanus, through Morse Code.

The cricket, a mole, a family of mice, and some other small creatures live within the
walls of the Silvanus house, where they are terrorized by a bully of rat who takes all
their food. Since it is winter and the snow is piled high around the house, the little
creatures can't go elsewhere in search of food. It looks like starvation is imminent...
until the cricket hears Simms's science experiments with a telegraph, and responds.
The conversation between boy and cricket grows and becomes more detailed, and
eventually the cricket engages Simms's help in getting rid of the rat.
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It's a sweet and unusual story, with some dark edges where the dispatching of the rat
is concerned. Each chapter is prefaced by an epigram similar to the one above,
outlining some curious information about the nature of crickets or children.
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Rocky, Vol. 1: The Big Payback
by Martin Kellerman
Fantagraphics Books

Review by Tom Good

"Graphic novels are the new thing, baby, the slower and less
eventful the better. Humor strips are so five years ago. These
days funny-book readers want tedium, and lots of it." -- A

publisher explaining why he does not want Rocky's cartoons.

Rocky, a young slacker and struggling cartoonist, makes ends meet by drawing comics
for adult magazines. His relationships with women and interactions with his friends
create a variety of funny domestic situations. This basic structure also formed the core
of Beg the Question by Bob Fingerman. Both are semi-autobiographical tales, but
unlike Beg the Question, Rocky takes place in Stockholm and features cute animal
characters. Actually, the characters are more like humans with cute animal heads,
because they do not have tails or claws, and they wear human clothing. This comic has
been a huge success in Sweden and was even made into a play.

Rocky uses four-panel strips like many newspaper comics. In fact, it feels like a
slacker version of Dilbert, with couches and cafes instead of cubicles. Though the
characters may be based on real people, they come across as abstractions, and I think
this was why I started to lose interest after a while. If I had not already read Beg the
Question and a lot of Jeffrey Brown's comics, I might have liked Rocky better. But
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Brown and Fingerman both created characters who seemed very real, expressive, and
vulnerable, where Kellerman's characters never develop into much more than cynical
slacker stereotypes. Dilbert also uses archetypes instead of realistic characters, and I
may enjoy Dilbert more because I really do work in a cubicle; if my lifestyle were more
like Rocky's I might prefer this comic. Rocky is well drawn, and some of the strips are
pretty amusing, but the book was not a page-turner for me. An online sample of the
comic is available for download, so you can judge for yourself.
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MBQ - Volume 2 Big Bro
Art and story: Felipe Smith
Published by: Tokyopop

Review by Kathy LaFollett

RECOGNIZE! Dats right, bitch.

Omario finished his latest foray into comic literature and he is
hounding everyone in his circle 
of avoidance driven friends to read the damn thing.

But let's not digress to the main character, I doubt Felipe Smith
wanted it that way. "Hell Bent" stamped Big Bro, a UFC type badass fighter has a title
round to fight as we enter back into the MBQ world. One punch lays out the contender
and moves us deftly to Omario searching out his hooligan acquaintances to get their
opinion on his latest comic.

It's Omario's neighborhood travels that take us through another day in the lives of the
MBQ crew.

Felipe's latest edition calls to mind the movie Pulp Fiction. We go full circle connecting
the dots of each human presented in the storyline. They are all so different yet their
lives are completely interdependent. Each action leads to an opposite reaction of
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another.

Felipe is the Quentin Tarantino of Manga. Watch Tarantino's "Kill Bill," "Pulp Fiction,"
"Kill Bill" again... er I mean 2; they all support my statement. Neither Felipe nor
Quentin make apologies for their stories or characters. They shrug your judgment and
wincing off with more of the same.

MBQ throws all that could be offensive and the kitchen sink at your senses without
apology or explanation. He seems to say in each illustration; this is where we are now,
THIS is where we will end up, and YOU can't stop me from showing it to you.
Recognize!

And just when you think you can't take another image of violence or obscene human
nature Mr. Smith throws in his character, Jeff.

Jeff is the unfaltering Buddha of MBQ. He is the enlightened, untouched one. Jeff
restores your faith in the idea that although all else has gone to hell in a hand basket,
nay, the very pits of hell may have thrown up it's unwanted vagrants, there will always
me one left to keep the fabric together.

Bring on Volume 3!

Also see, MBQ, vol. 1 review.
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Monster (Vol 1.)
by Naoki Urasawa
Publisher: VIZ

Review by Kathryn Ramage

This first volume of Naoki Urasawa's graphic suspense novel sets up the storyline,
which begins in Dusseldorf, West Germany, in 1986. Life is pretty good for the brilliant
young surgeon, Dr. Kenzo Tenma; he's at the start of what promises to be a successful
career at Eisler Memorial Hospital, and he's engaged to the lovely daughter of the
hospital's director. Everything's looking up... until Dr. Tenma is called to perform
surgery on an opera singer while a Turkish immigrant, who came into the hospital first,
is shifted off to the care of a less skilled surgeon; the former surgery is a success, but
the latter patient dies. After being confronted by the dead man's family--and haunted
by his fiancee's callous remark, "All lives aren't created equal"--Dr. Tenma is wracked
with guilt. So, when a similar situation arises and he must choose between operating
on a little boy with a gunshot wound to the head versus the city's mayor, he refuses to
be called away, and saves the child's life.

Because of his choice, his career is ruined, his fiancee ditches him, and he finds
himself confiding his frustrations to the comatose boy. The boy's twin sister is also in
the hospital, shocked into a catatonic state by witnessing the assault that injured her
brother and killed both their parents. One night, both twins disappear from the hospital,
and the hospital director and everyone who opposed Dr. Tenma are also mysteriously
murdered. Dr. Tenma is made chief of surgery
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Nine years later, in 1995, Dr. Tenma's successful career is back on track and these
earlier incidents nearly forgotten. Then another series of similar murder occurs,
committed by "a monster," and the doctor learns to his horror that his good intentions
have led straight to Hell.

This introductory volume sets up a tense and compelling story. The astute reader can
guess just where it's going from the first chapters; the revelation of who the "monster"
is doesn't come as a complete surprise, but that doesn't take anything away from the
suspense leading up to that point. I have no idea where the story will go beyond this
first volume, but it's a powerful beginning.
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The Ticking
By Renee French
Published by Top Shelf

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

There’s this really great scene in the remake of The Fugitive,
where we're introduced to Tommy Lee Jones' big cheese U.S.
Marshall character for the first time. He gets out of his car and
walks quietly up to the scene of Harrison Ford’s latest escape.
The officer in charge on the scene is frantic, running around and
barking at people and letting everyone, including Tommy Lee

Jones, know that he is someone very important indeed.

'Just wait just a second,' he snaps when Jones approaches him to introduce himself.

Jones blinks briefly, then in as mild a tone as possible, says with amusement, 'Okay,'
and backs up until the officer finally calms himself down long enough to realize exactly
who he’s been so rude to.

Tommy Lee Jones doesn’t have to scream and yell to let people know he's the best in
his profession. He’s that good.

I realize this subject has been touched on before, but a lot of people don’t get into

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1891830708
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1891830708


Archived Entry - 06/10/2006: "Graphic novel review: The Ticking"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000600.htm[4/27/2019 3:11:12 PM]

comics for the same reason that they're put off by the barking man. Often, the writers
create characters that, if it was fanfic written by girls about Buffy, would be called 'Mary
Sues,' the writer’s larger-than-life, more perfect than perfect alter ego that all the other
characters are super-impressed with. Shocked. Awed. Invariably there’s a pneumatic,
limpid-eyed female to coo about how gosh, she thinks the hero is wunnnderful. The
protestations are so great, the yelling and screaming and chest-beating so over the
top, that the story and artwork are totally overwhelmed by the strident cries of attention
from the author's penis.

Renee French, then, is the comic world’s Tommy Lee Jones.

I'd thought, when I first started getting offers from publishing houses to review their
books, that it would curb the urge to buy my own. It hasn't. Not at all. All it did was
make my 'To Buy' list longer, because for better or for worse, the books you get sent
are not necessarily books you'd buy on your own. Due to the positive buzz The Ticking
has been getting, though, it was right at the top of my 'To Buy' list. So when my editor
at J LHLS offered me The Ticking for review, I leaped at it. From the very first page, it
was worth it.

The story tells of the life of Edison Steelhead, a little boy born
with grotesque facial deformities that he inherited from his father.
I thought Edison and his dad were supposed to resemble
lightbulbs, but according to a lengthy interview with the author at
Newsarama, it turns out she was going for a more of a fish face.

I was focusing on the 'Edison' part of the name and
thought 'lightbulb,' but evidently I was meant to
focus on the 'Steelhead' part of the name and think
'trout.'

Fortunately for me, French says in the same interview that she
hopes people will find their own personal meanings to her work,
so I feel like I have her permission to compare him to a lightbulb
and infer all sorts of lightbulb subtexts in the book that she didn't
actually put in there, and cleverly refer to the story as being
'luminous' and 'enlightening' and such.

There are so many complex family themes running though The Ticking, and so many
different ways to interpret those themes that it's difficult to describe the depth of such a
deceptively simple-seeming graphic novel.

Little Edison, whose mother does not survive his birth, is spirited
away by his quiet, gentle father to live in a lighthouse. For reasons
unstated, Edison and his luminous trout-face (whee!) are hidden
away from the public eye by his father, who perhaps is protecting him
from cruelty or is saddened and ashamed by him, or both. Edison

spends his time focusing lovingly on sketching slightly grotesque
details of human life: dead flies, locks on public bathroom stalls, bits
of pubic hair he found left behind on the toilet, covering the first of
French's major themes in the novel of accepting the mundane and
the ugly as being perfect the way they are. The second major
theme, the strife between parent and child, comes when Edison and
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his father Calvin reach radically different conclusions about their
disfigurement. Edison's approach, to embrace his appearance and
accept himself for what he is, doesn't sit well with his father, who
went through great lengths to change his appearance and
encourages Edison to do the same.

When Calvin realizes the extent of his son's loneliness, his response is to bring home a
little sister for him, a chimpanzee in a frilly dress. In his growing relationship with the
hirsuite Patrice, Edison discovers parts of him that are Calvin-like, namely, his
revulsion at Patrice's hobby of eating disgusting things she finds.

This deeply personal story about familial relationships and parental approval strikes a
deep chord. It's a struggle to be happy with who you are and what you do if your own
family is not happy with who you are and what you do. French, who claims that her
own father would prefer that she illustrate greeting cards for a living, (most likely the
polar opposite of the creepy little drawings that seem to pour out from her brain to her
hand onto the page) writes about this theme gently, but with such sadness and love
that it makes The Ticking an incredibly powerful novel.

French opens her story with a series of simple pencil sketches of
different patterns, consisting of lines and dots. Looking at the
sketches gave me the same feeling I sometimes get when looking at
a painting in the Art Institute. I love it, I find it riveting, I spend a lot of
time in front of it, staring, but I don't know why. And when French
begins delving into the story, telling us about the childhood of Edison
Steelhead, one of the recurring characters that pops up in her various
works from time to time, she somehow manages to send the same

underscoring message that she began with those wallpaper-like patterns she drew:
study every illustration carefully. Nothing is extraneous. Everything here has been
carefully constructed. Because the dialogue is somewhat sparse, it could be said that
you could zip through The Ticking in less than ten minutes. To do that would be
throwing away the gift French is giving the reader. French has paid her readers the
highest compliment of perfecting every word and every illustration before presenting
the finished product. It doesn't scream that it's perfect; it just is. Renee French doesn't
have to scream. She's that good.
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Project X Cup Noodle
by Tadashi Katoh
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

If you've ever eaten a serving of Nissin Cup Noodle instant
ramen, you must have wondered about how all the designs,
technologies, and ingredients in this product came about, and
what kind of heroic corporate workers contributed to its creation.
Well, OK, actually you probably didn't -- but you should have,
because the story is interesting. This nonfiction manga dishes out

all the behind-the-scenes facts about the development of the Cup Noodle. It would be
easy to make fun of how seriously these businessmen take instant ramen, and laugh
at lines like "No food so convenient! No food so indispensable!" But it's hard to argue
with the number: 8.2 billion served per year. Creating something so colossally
successful really is a fantastic achievement.

In a time when the industry had become "a war zone with over 360 companies
competing for profits," Nissin cut salaries and jobs amidst price cuts and declining
consumer demand. The Cup Noodle project, begun in 1970, was considered a huge
risk on a product that might not be marketable, especially at the target price, which was
higher than that of competing products. The man who had to design the container
became so stressed out that he had nightmares about being crushed under giant
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ramen containers. Another team member's wife worried that he had lost his appetite for
her cooking, but he was really just taste-testing too many noodles at work. The team
encountered obstacles in finding and preparing ingredients, and in finding ways to
capture the public's interest, but they persevered and eventually succeeded.

Director Momofuku Andou's original inspiration for the Cup Noodle was his visit to
America. He found that American families did not own Japanese-style bowls for eating
ramen, so he started to think about a product that could be prepared and eaten using
the same container it came in. Even the name "Cup Noodle" was chosen with
international sales in mind, based on the fact that the word ramen would be unfamiliar
to consumers in other countries.

Project X Cup Noodle has such an unusual subject that it is worth checking out just to
see a new twist on what manga can accomplish. The story, though mundane compared
to most manga, is still inspirational. In 1971 these guys saved their jobs, turned around
their company's fortunes, and created a product that is still enjoyed today. I still can't
quite grasp the 8.2 billion figure (stacked up, would those containers reach the moon?)
but I do know this manga was fun to read. 
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VIZ Sweeps the Bookscan Top Ten

VIZ's manga titles swept all ten top spots on Nielsen BookScan’s
Adult Fiction Overall Graphic Novel list for the week ending May
28, 2006.

The top ten titles were:

1. NARUTO, Volume 10
2. RUROUNI KENSHIN, Volume 27
3. NARUTO, Volume 9
4. BLEACH, Volume 13
5. FULLMETAL ALCHEMIST, Volume 7
6. NARUTO, Volume 1
7. NARUTO, Volume 8
8. NARUTO, Volume 2
9. DEATH NOTE, Volume 5
10. NARUTO, Volume 7

"We are extremely gratified to see ten of our manga titles on Bookscan’s Top Ten,"
stated John Easum, Executive Vice President of VIZ Media. "It’s not a stretch to say
that NARUTO has become the most popular anime and manga property in North
America and the favorable placement of six volumes of the series in the Bookscan list
validates that. We look forward to the continued stellar success of the series. We also
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anticipate continued growth for our other top performing titles such as BLEACH and
DEATH NOTE, and we are optimistic that some new VIZ titles will also soon break the
top ten!"

I was pleased to see Death Note make the list. It has one of the most intricate and
satisfying plots of any of the manga on my reading list, and it reminds me of a Sherlock
Holmes story.

Posted by Tom Good
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MOME Vol. 3 (Winter 2006)
Fantagraphics Books

Review by Tom Good

This volume of the MOME comics anthology contains one
outstanding piece: The Armed Garden by David B. The story
begins in 1415, based on the historical events of the Hussite
Wars in Bohemia. Rebelling against the Catholic church, the
followers of Jan Hus first fight against the armies of the Pope,
then after splitting into rival Taborite and Adamite sects they find

themselves in conflict with each other. But though it begins as if it intends to present a
history lesson, the story quickly evolves into a work of magical realism, full of
supernatural beings, talking animals, and dreamlike visuals. When the Adamite leader
Rohan engages the Taborite preachers in theological debate, the drawing shows the
letters of their words floating over their heads, clutching swords and other weapons, as
if the words are having a literal battle. The art has an intense, calligraphic style that
makes this a haunting work of dark fantasy.

The Armed Garden is a tough act to follow, and the rest of the stories in this book
suffer from the inevitable comparison with it. The cute but far-from-innocent animals in
Martin Cendreda's Matthew and Buster are amusing enough, and Jeffrey Brown
delivers his trademark autobiographical angst in two short stories. The rest of the
entries just seem like typical indie comics -- not bad, but not very exciting after The
Armed Garden. But David B.'s story puts this book solidly on the recommended list.
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See also: MOME Vol. 2 review by Leigh Anne Wilson
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Coffee and Donuts
by Max Estes
Published by Top Shelf

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

For several years the foyer of my old apartment building served
as a nighttime resting area for two homeless men. As soon as
night would fall and the Chicago winter wind would start piercing
the flesh and chilling down to the bone, they would show up at
our building, settle down onto the chilly ceramic tile floor and
sleep in a layered huddle. The foyer was unheated, but as long

as they weren’t rousted back out into the elements, they wouldn’t freeze to death.
None of us ever had the heart to complain about having to step over their bodies as
they snoozed away beneath our mailboxes, and eventually we became attached to
them in the way urban people are about the neighborhood homeless – we left gifts of
sandwiches and cans of soda next to them for when they woke up, and we worried
amongst ourselves on cold nights when we would come home from the clubs and they
weren’t there.

Max Estes’ Coffee and Donuts reminded me, just a little bit, of the difficulty of being
down on your luck in a city that, either out of necessity or unconcern, has closed its
heart against the homeless.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1-891830-80-5
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1-891830-80-5


Archived Entry - 06/04/2006: "Graphic novel review: Coffee and Donuts"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000596.htm[4/27/2019 3:11:26 PM]

This simply told, bittersweet story gently presents this against-the-odds tale of survival
by using two down-and-out anthropomorphized cats, the charismatic Dwight and the
silent Jules, who live in a cleaned out dumpster in the alley. Every morning, a kind-
hearted anonymous citizen leaves them a breakfast of coffee and donuts. This small
kindness is not enough for them to better themselves, and out of desperation the two
plan to rob an armored car. Their poorly executed plan goes horribly awry, and by its
end both the police and another cat duo – a pair of hardened criminals, these – are
after them.

Estes, a grad student at the University of Wisconsin in Milwaukee, tells his
straightforward underdog tale as clearly and accessibly as possible. The black and
white illustrations are presented on two circular panels per page, with thick lines and
obvious details indicating each characters personality: The amiable, mild mannered
Dwight wears glasses, and the bad guy wears an eyepatch. The storyline follows
Dwight and Jules from their self-inflicted plight and their pursuit by forces both good
and bad, right to its inevitable conclusion, with no twists or real surprises.

It is a quietly satisfying little book, appropriate for all ages. My three-year-old, in fact,
made off with the book while I was making dinner. I found him in his room, sitting on
the bed with it open on his lap.

"Run, kitty cats, run," he said as he looked at the illustrations.
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The Surrogates, Issues 1,2, & 3
by Robert Venditti and Brett Weldele
Top Shelf Comics

"Everyone dreams of changing the world. I only want to change it
back." -- Surrogates, issue 2

Review by Tom Good

In the year 2054, many people operate surrogates: cybernetic
substitutes for themselves, almost like avatars in an online game
but in the real world. Police officers and others in risky
professions can use their surrogates to do the dangerous work,

and if something goes wrong, the consequences are limited to surrogate repair or
replacement. Other people use surrogates as a way to relate to the world in a younger,
stronger, sexier body, or even a body of the opposite gender. But not everyone
supports the use of the technology. It has created a new class distinction between
those who can afford the devices and those who cannot, leaving the poor unable to
compete. And a group called the Dreads opposes surrogates for religious reasons, on
the grounds that man should not seek to improve upon God's creation. Against this
backdrop, Lieutenant Harvey Greer investigates a series of violent attacks against
surrogates. It seems that someone wants to turn the world back into a pre-surrogate
society.

It turns out that Greer's wife will only talk to him through her
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younger, more attractive surrogate. Greer himself uses a
surrogate that looks just like his real body, but he has to forego
that "abomination" and show up in person to meet the leader of
the Dreads. One of the interesting things about the comic is that
it can be hard to tell the surrogates from the real humans.
Though it begins like a typical detective story, the twists and
turns of the plot become very interesting by issue 3.

The Surrogates is a color comic that
combines forceful, almost angry lines with
moody gradations of color to suggest a film-
noir atmosphere. The visuals and concept remind me of the
movie Blade Runner, which also featured a police officer and
artificial humans, though it had a much different plot. The comic
fleshes out its back story with future "media material" spanning
several decades, such as newspaper articles, classified ads, and
television transcripts. This succeeds in establishing the story
within a large, convincing world. The additional content appears
at the end of an issue rather than at the beginning, so it does not
seem to slow down the story.

I would recommend The Surrogates. It is a good cyberpunk mystery that explores the
social implications of technology.

Replies: 1 Comment

When the movie comes out "Robert Venditti" will be a household name.

Posted by Uncle Mike @ 06/08/2006 10:18 AM PST
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Will You Still Love Me If I Wet The Bed?
by Liz Prince
Top Shelf Productions

Review by Tom Good

"Always two there are, no more, no less. A master and an
apprentice." -- Yoda, in Star Wars Episode I - The Phantom
Menace

Liz Prince may not literally be Jeffrey Brown's apprentice, but her
free, spontaneous black-and-white style noticeably resembles
Brown's. Her book also contains a one-page introduction by

Brown, in which he says her comics are "kind of what I try to do . . . Except cuter, and
funnier, and without all the wallowing in self pity" In contrast to the struggles and
disappointments that make up Brown's Every Girl Is The End Of The World For Me,
Prince's comic shows a selection of moments in a happy relationship.

The book consists of a series of single page, four-panel comics. They do not tell an
ongoing story except in the sense that all of the episodes occur in one couple's
relationship. Though each one might be too minor and short to qualify as a story, taken
as a whole they do give a sense of the couple's style of interaction, which is very cute.
If you like Jeffrey Brown's comics, you will probably like this. If you like Brown's
drawings but find his material too serious, this might be just the thing for you. I thought
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it was fun.
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Cry Yourself to Sleep
By Jeremy Tinder
Published by Top Shelf

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

One of the nicest gifts given to readers by artists who take the
personal approach with their artistic expression is how neatly it
simultaneously presents our differences and similarities. C. Tyler,
author of the brilliant Late Bloomer, presents her work from the
perspective of one who has traveled farther down the path than
some, and allowing us to see the evolution of an individual’s life

from innocence to wisdom, and from low times to high. No less valuable is the
presentation of life via characters who are just starting off on their path to maturity,
especially when presented in such a sweet and melancholy style as Jeremy Tinder’s
Cry Yourself to Sleep.

The little graphic novel gives us three loosely overlapping storylines. Jim, a yellow-
furred rabbit who loses his fast food job for refusing to wear the fingered gloves that
slide off his paws, struggles to make the rent by asking his parents for money. While
his rabbit mother is sympathetic, his human father is less so, refusing to accept that he
was fired because he is a rabbit (“Don’t play the species card, son.”) and insists that he
get a job at his company, where he is trained by an old-timer who resents having to
train the boss’ son. Jim’s roommate, Andy, is a video clerk and an aspiring novelist
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recently crushed by his first rejection letter, and their pal the robot, who wants to
discover his humanity and spends the novel literally trying to live as free as a bird.

While the robot story is amusing, it's definitely the least strong of the three stories, and
kind of gets in the way of the story of Andy, the sweet-natured video clerk who has
reached one of the first of many difficult adult choices adults must face: should he
continue to work toward life as a writer, or should he opt for the stability of a steady
paycheck, putting his dreams aside in hopes that he will be another Late Bloomer?

Additionally, Andy's shy, gentle courtship of a video store customer is so enearing that
Cry Yourself to Sleep should be required reading for all 20-something girls who are
interested in finding out what really lurks in the hearts of their male counterparts - it
even fits neatly into a purse.

Although Tinder's debut novel is so small it could be easily overlooked when
surrounded by larger, more sprawling and ambitious works, it's well worth looking out
for. As Cry Yourself to Sleep proves, it's often the soft, gentle voices most worth
listening to.

___
Cry Yourself to Sleep
by Jeremy Tinder
2006, Top Shelf Productions
Softcover
81 pp
ISBN: 1-891830-81-3

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1-891830-81-3
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 05/29/2006: "Comic review: Cry Yourself to Sleep"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000593.htm[4/27/2019 3:11:36 PM]

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 05/25/2006: "Graphic novel review: Castle Waiting"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000592.htm[4/27/2019 3:11:40 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Comic review: Super F*ckers #2"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Comic
review: Cry Yourself to Sleep"]

05/25/2006 Archived Entry: "Graphic novel review: Castle
Waiting"

Castle Waiting
By Linda Medley
Published by Fantagraphics

Review by Lynn Loper

If they'd had fairy tales like Linda Medley's 'Castle Waiting' when
I was little, I would have read fairy tales.

This is a charming book. The illustrations are detailed and full of
character and personality, and the story segues gracefully from a
slightly retold 'Sleeping Beauty' to her castle's next incarnations

as a refuge and a very atypical convent. There's a green baby whose mother thinks
casually that it has its father's looks, but thank heaven not his horns, laid in a cast-iron
cradle, safe from his mother's villainous husband. The castle's seneschal has a beak.
The knight-errant is Sir Destrier, and he's a horse -- a nice bipedal horse. There are
good witches and evil witches, none so evil they don't have some redeeming qualities,
good gremlins and bad ones, and the story winds up with an order of bearded-lady
nuns.

If the book has a theme, it's kindness: doing everything you can for those around you,
even if you have little to do with. Books like this make it seem so easy, and reading it is
like spending a few hours in a better world. I like to spend my time like that, and I
recommend this book to anybody who wants to spend a few hours there. Me, I'm off to
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find more work by Linda Medley.
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Super F*ckers #2
by James Kochalka
Top Shelf Productions

Review by Tom Good

Super F*ckers uses some fun, vibrant colors. I wish I had more
nice things to say about it, but the good news ends there, unless
you count "mercifully short" in its list of positive qualities. The

unappealing, immature super-heroes in this story shout profanities, make homophobic
jokes, and generally act like jackasses. Beavis and Butt-head used this style of humor,
and at least sometimes managed to be clever and funny. But this makes Beavis and
Butt-head look like Shakespeare. If I were an unpublished comic artist with some good
material, I might look at this in print and despair.

The best use for this book is probably to paint over the word balloons with white-out
and then create your own story. It is too bad, because I like some of Kochalka's other
work very much, especially American Elf. Part of me wants to give him the benefit of
the doubt and assume that this book is supposed to be a parody of shallow super-hero
comics, but even in that case it still does not work because it is not funny. Good artists
can make mistakes, and unfortunately this is one of them. Read American Elf instead.
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Every Girl Is The End Of The World For Me
by Jeffrey Brown
Top Shelf Productions

Review by Tom Good

This comic is so openly autobiographical that in reviewing it, I feel
like I am reviewing Jeffrey Brown's life. Here Brown portrays
himself as a guy surrounded by women who are willing to hang

out with him, but mainly as a way to pass the time while they wait for a more appealing
man to come along. The main plot revolves around his attempts to get back together
with an ex-girlfriend, with numerous detours into sub-plots about other women in his
life. He always seems to have opportunities for happiness, but none of them pan out.

If he were a fictional character, he might possess some cleverly-constructed tragic flaw
that would entertain readers and explain why fate treats him the way it does. But since
this is a "mostly true story" told as a comic diary, it contains no easy answers. Maybe
he should have paid more attention to a girl who might have indicated interest in him.
Maybe it is just bad luck. He seems a bit bewildered by it all.

On the surface, a story like this does not sound like it would be very compelling, and it
would be easy for it to turn into annoying whining and self-pity. But Brown takes this
material and infuses it with innocence and curiosity through his primitive but expressive
drawings. His talent is to be able to make a mundane slice-of-life like this feel like an
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adventure, full of convincing characters. I found the book hard to put down.
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Mome, Vol. 2 (Fall 2005)
Edited by Gary Groth
Published by Fantagraphics

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

The Fall 2005 issue of Mome, from Fantagraphics, is an
anthology of comics from several contributors. Printed on high
quality paper with a fancy glossy sheen, Mome comes across
like a Virginia Quarterly Review or Ploughshares -- its serious
presentation demands that the comic medium be considered with

the same respect as any literary art form. On many levels, Mome succeeds admirably.
It features a wide variety of artists with just as many separate styles and influences.
Some take a traditional approach, like Jonathan Bennett's "Needles and Pins," and
some dip into the experimental, like the minimalist "Event," Anders Nilsen's emotional
tale told almost entirely by using different colored squares. While some of the comics in
the anthology fall short of the high standards one would expect from a top literary
journal, there are far more that are well-deserving of serious literary appreciation.

Sophie Crumb, who by now must be utterly sick of the inevitable comparisons to her
famous father and, by extension, to underground commix in general, is about to get it
again from me, so close your eyes: "Parker, the Vegan Bike Punk," looks like an R.
Crumb drawn, G-rated version of Gilbert Sheldon's "Little Orphan Amphetamine," and
the message is the same: it's darned hard to hide that middle class bourgeois core. For
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example, I'll admit how easily Crumb the Younger exposed my own bourgeois core -- I
prefer her gently humorous "Parker" over the violent and depressing "Amphetamine."
Crumb's story makes the exact same point, but without the sledgehammer.

Jeffrey Brown's "Our Jam Band Is Going to Be Sweet" is a tale as well-told as any
story in The New Yorker. What seems at first to be a straightforward detective story
along the "Law & Order" lines. Once the story begins to draw to its close, you realize
that it wasn't about police work at all, but rather a revelation of apathy and betrayal.
The spine of the piece is the pathos of the human condition, and the detective story
line is only what cloaks it.

Andrice Arp's "Cormorant Feathers" is a visual adaptation of a Japanese creation myth,
explaining the origin of Japan's ruling class and their descent from gods. The
blue/black two-tone coloring is reminiscent of the Ignatz series, as is the moody,
dreamy quality of the illustrated narrative as a whole. "Feathers" recreates the birth of
the father of Jimmu, Japan's legendary first emperor, and by dusting off classical
mythology and repackaging it for comic book readers, comes across in this series as
one of the two most creative stories presented.

Although Mome clearly wants to prove that comics are a serious artform, this isn't to
say the creators take themselves too seriously. In an interview with Publisher's Weekly,
editor Eric Reynolds says, "There's something fitting in having an anthology of
contemporary talent named after an archaic word meaning 'blockhead.'"
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Cafe Kichijouji de,
Vol. 1, 2, and 3
by Yuki Miyamoto and
Kyoko Negishi
Digital Manga
Publishing

Review by Tom Good

Based on a radio
drama, Cafe Kichijouji

de tells the story of five very different guys who work at a cafe. There are no female
main characters, but that does not make this a yaoi or shonen-ai story. It is simply a
comedy about a group of co-workers. The supervisor Taro Kurihara is a neat-freak
who collects cleaning products as a hobby. The chef, Mr. Minagawa, carries voodoo
dolls around, harnesses supernatural forces, and has a flair for unlikely dramatic
entrances such as emerging from a cupboard. Maki the waiter is the ladies-man of the
bunch, and the small, girlish-looking Jun Ichinomiya has an uncanny strength. Finally,
the student Tokumi is chronically hungry and broke, and is easily bribed with food.

Though some magical or unexplained powers occur in the story, they are unlike the
typical sorcery or superpowers found in most manga. The characters take a casual
attitude towards these events, and the powers are not used to do anything especially
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heroic. In one episode Ichinomiya can lift a full-grown ox, and Tokumi is nearly eaten
by a whale-sized catfish. It reminded me of the "magical realism" found in novels such
as Like Water For Chocolate.

The art in CKD tends to be rather abstract. Many panels have empty white
backgrounds or some generic shading pattern behind the characters. In fact, when I
first started reading the first volume, I wondered whether these were the preliminary
sketches for the "real" manga. Every other chapter is a "Tiny" chapter where the
characters are drawn in the Chibi style and the story is shorter and more childlike. All of
this seemed weird at first, but once I adjusted to the look of the pages, I started to like
it.

Another interesting aspect of the art is that the shape of the word balloons has a lot of
significance. When the characters speak in calm tones, the word balloons are more
rounded, but when they get excited the word balloons become more angular.
Minagawa's spooky-sounding voice appears in the form of word balloons with curlicues
in their borders. Sometimes these shapes help identify which character is speaking.

I also liked the unpredictable plot of CKD. Just when I thought I understood what was
coming next, the plot would take some new turn. As I was reading this series I had the
feeling that it kept getting better and better. Looking back, I now realize that it was very
good all along but it took me a while to get used to it. The characters are the crown
jewels of the book, and it takes time to get to know them well enough to appreciate
their personalities and all their clever lines. Because they work at a cafe, they wear
nearly identical uniforms, and this makes them harder to tell apart from each other at
first.

The writing in CKD has little exposition, and leaves it to the reader to connect the dots
and figure out what the characters are up to. This may be because the authors expect
that readers will have heard the original radio show. I found myself reading at a slower,
more thoughtful pace than I read most manga. By the second volume I really liked the
characters, and by the third volume I loved the series. When I got to the end of the
third volume I felt sad that it was over. I would highly recommend this series.
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Fables of Transition in 3/7/11: A Lincoln Heights Tale
By José Cruz González

Essay by Roberto Cantú
California State University, Los Angeles

Cornerstone Theater Company (www.cornerstonetheater.org)
recently produced a play in collaboration with three Lincoln
Heights neighborhood schools. 3/7/11: A Lincoln Heights Tale,
written by José Cruz González and directed by Laurie Woolery,
was performed free of charge for the community on May 5 and 6
at Lincoln High School. The play involved students from Mr.
Imanishi's 3rd grade class at Loreto Elementary School, Mr.

Lieberman's 7th grade class at Nightingale Middle School, and Mrs. Collins' 11th grade
class at Lincoln High School.

As part of a grant from the California Council for the Humanities (California Stories
Initiative), Cornerstone was honored to work with Roberto Cantú, a distinguished
Professor of Chicano Studies at California State University, Los Angeles. The following
are his observations about the show.

Fables of Transition in 3/7/11: A Lincoln Heights Tale, by José Cruz González
Roberto Cantú
California State University, Los Angeles
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Next to myths and legends, fables constitute humanity's earliest forms of storytelling.
Fables, however, have distinguishing features: for instance, its tales of cunning and
innocent animals -- the wolf, the lamb, the tortoise, among others -- are generally
understood as a group reflection, a textual or dramatic background where each society
views itself critically. Fables are thus the product of imagination and self-criticism, the
echo of folklore and, simultaneously, a people's mirrored reflection. In 3/7/11: A Lincoln
Heights Tale, José Cruz González establishes the play's educational message through
fables of transition, that is to say, in tales that dramatize the rites of passage of urban
youth who represent society's future. The play includes humor, parody, and political
satire that will undoubtedly charm its audiences, as fables have done since time
immemorial.

As a dramatic performance, 3/7/11: A Lincoln Heights Tale begins with a storyteller's
invitation to a return journey, a homecoming that promises to be a rediscovery of a
recent past when the rule of the day was play. The performance begins, consequently,
with a pun that associates a youthful activity (to play), and a genre (a play), narrated as
a retrospective journey to an era of happy days, and as a dramatic present that is far
from being harmonious. The cast includes striking variants of the conjuring magus (the
storyteller), the symbolic puppets (the evil troll, the young shadows, the zombie-like
adults), monsters of chaos and illusion (El Espejo Grande, broken in fragments), and
the frightened and subjugated youth who recoil under such dark forces but who turn
victorious at the play's conclusion. In other words, 3/7/11: A Lincoln Heights Tale
concludes as a social comedy in which after the journeys and the many obstacles
faced by the play's youthful protagonists, the communities' conflicts are symbolically
resolved—and with no assistance from adults.

The play is composed of a prologue and three separate one-acts that, like Chinese
boxes, could be enjoyed as independent pieces but which ultimately form an integrated
whole comprised of three parts: La Casa de Luces [The House of Lights], La Red
Hooded Nightingale Girl, and La Reina de la Nieve de Los Angeles [Los Angeles' Snow
Queen]. Each act finds its correlation and thematic linkage to the other acts thanks to
structuring features and variants that stem from folklore and children's stories, such as
the Three Little Pigs, La Llorona, Little Red Riding Hood, and The Snow Queen, to
name only a few. Since the audience will be composed of parents and children who
symbolize, so to speak, a meeting of the East and the West—hence a metropolitan
community in its inter-generational and trans-national totality—the play may be viewed
as both a entertaining but no less significant: for parents and their children of various
ages to engage in a dialogue based on the play's compositional themes, conflicts, and
resolution.

Among the possible themes that parents and children may choose as topics of
discussion are the following: the alienating impact of industry and technology in the
expanding and dispersed metropolis—from the cell phone ("Can you hear me now?"),
to Hollywood ("a place of lies and false dreams")--and the diminishing degree of
community-related activities and spaces of conviviality for people in Lincoln Heights
and, by extension, the City of Los Angeles. Thus, instead of parks or gardens, the
character Xochitl (Nahuatl for "flower") settles for a potted plant: la rosa bonita (the
pretty rose). In addition, the play alludes to questions of literacy and education, on the
one hand, the mantra of no child left behind; on the other, the prohibition of human
faculties and fundamental forms of dialogue: the use of one's imagination and the
telling of stories, tales, and fables—these are verboten, forbidden, not allowed. The
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implicit references to George Orwell's 1984 appear at key moments in each act,
illustrating the dystopia-like characteristics of Los Angeles by means of the Big-
Brother-is-watching-you theme, the watchful helicopters hovering over the city's
streets, and Sergeant Stone Face who orders youngsters "You must not think but buy!"

Besides the humorous scenes and imaginative mix of folklore and children's stories,
3/7/11: A Lincoln Heights Tale offers timely and most appropriate topics to be
discussed in a family setting long after the play's conclusion. As fables of transition, the
message or "moral" in each one of the one-acts in 3/7/11: A Lincoln Heights Tale will
surely not be ignored, for it is evident that the play was written for and with the young
citizens who will one day inherit this promising City of Los Angeles.
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TSUNAMI! True Travel Tales of South East Asia
by Justin Hall
All Thumbs Press

Review by Tom Good

"There was nothing except the running . . . and the screaming,
which at first I didn't even realize was coming from my own

mouth. We raced the wave to the high ground, pulling along with us a fat, asthmatic
tourist with her face clenched in terror."

Like Baraka And Black Magic In Morocco, this is a travel comic. All of the stories in it
happened to the author except for the title story about the tsunami in Thailand, which
was told to him by Louisa Hirst. About six pages of prose and fourteen pages of comics
make this a fairly thin volume, but Hall includes observations about everything from
Buddhism to motorcycles to water-buffalo-milk yoghurt, so the $3 price seems very
reasonable.

As with Baraka, I liked the comic format for these stories because it made them seem
more personal than a photo essay. There are also four other comics in the True Travel
Tales series, and they all have sample pages available on the All Thumbs Press web
site. TSUNAMI! was short but fun, and made me want to sample more of Hall's work.
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Replies: 1 Comment

I wrote about "True Travel Tales" 1-3 for Sequential Tart in 2004, here
http://www.sequentialtart.com/archive/may04/art_0504_5.shtml. I loved 'em.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 05/15/2006 09:55 PM PST
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Saiyuki Reload Gunlock, Vol 1. (DVD)
Geneon

Review by Tom Good

Though it is a Volume 1, this series is a sequel to the earlier
series Saiyuki Reload. It is loosely based on the Chinese classic
story The Journey to the West (also known as Monkey). The
original story concerns a monk who journeys from China to India
to retrieve Buddhist scriptures, and it has provided inspiration for
many anime and manga including Dragonball. In this version the
monk carries a gun, smokes cigarettes, and sometimes drives a

car.

More than most anime, this one stakes its success or failure on the look of the art. It
does have a cool, modern style. There is something instantly appealing about the idea
of a handsome, brooding, gun-toting monk whose companions are demons and part-
demons. But even though there are funny plot points, like the episode where the party
gets menaced by a group of bears, the writing was not quite clever enough to make me
really excited about this series.

Many of the scenes feel oddly static, and this distracted me after a while. Often the
camera pans or zooms over a picture that contains little or no real movement. It started
to seem like an anime without enough animation, almost like a slide show, though one
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with very nice pictures. Some viewers may enjoy this style more than I did, so I would
recommend renting it to find out whether it works for you.

Replies: 1 Comment

Oh my God, I LOVE Monkey. And I'm really annoyed I can't find my copy now. Of
course I haven't looked for it in years, but, still...

My favorite parts are with the Budda and when the Goddess of Mercy has to rescue
them, even before she has time to do her hair. Great stuff, a little slow in places, but
overall worth it.

I had no idea that's what this anime and manga series were about. I knew I liked the
cover art, which was all I looked at. This makes it much more interesting.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 05/15/2006 09:01 PM PST
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The Law of Ueki, Vol. 1 (DVD)
Geneon
Release date: May 16, 2006

Review by Tom Good

The Law of Ueki is about a bunch of junior high school students
who have to . . . oh, go ahead, guess. Hint: there are no space
aliens, dragons, or giant mecha in this story. So there's only one
thing it could be, right? Yes, that's right, they have to compete in
a fighting tournament. This may not sound like a promising
concept, but the series definitely makes up in its execution what it

lacks in originality of the premise. As one of the candidates for the position of "Celestial
King," Mr. Kobayashi has to choose a student to back in the contest, and grant him a
special power. The mentor whose student wins will become the next Celestial King.

Mr. K decides on Kosuke Ueki to be his champion, but Ueki is so uninterested that he
chooses as his special talent the "power to turn garbage into trees." This may have
limited value in a fighting tournament, but luckily for Ueki, the other kids have equally
silly skills. Seiichiro Sano, who wants to win the tournament so he can create his own
hot springs, has the power to change towels into iron. Another competitor can make
people ugly by sticking fingers up their nose. The Law of Ueki makes fun of the
fighting-tournament genre, much like Jubei-Chan parodies the conventions of the ninja
story.
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Behind every successful guy in a crazy fighting tournament is a strong, clever woman --
well, maybe not the boys in Worst, but you get the idea -- and in this series the
beautiful, turquoise-haired Ai Mori fills that role. Her bio says her hobby is "meddling."
When she first witnesses Ueki's powers she thinks he is a space alien, but rather than
being scared, she confidently tells him that he'll never get away with taking over the
world. Once she understand what's really going on, she sets her mind on keeping him
out of trouble. Every time Ueki uses his powers to harm a non-contestant, he loses one
of his talents. Though he loses "the power to be liked by girls," for some reason Ai still
likes him and tries to help him win.

I recommend watching this DVD with English subtitles and Japanese audio. A lot gets
lost in the English dub. The Japanese voices are quirky and full of character, and they
make the English voices seem very bland in comparison. Part of the problem is the
translation. The Japanese dialogue uses a lot of slang, dialect, and interesting wording;
the English version captures the meaning but loses most of the flavor. For example,
the people with special talents are called nouryokusha in Japanese, and this is
translated as "power user" in English. But nouryokusha is a cool-sounding word,
whereas "power user" sounds like someone who is really good with Microsoft Excel
macros.

In one scene, the competitor Li Ho says he knows "nouryokusha no nioi." This is
translated as "the scent of a power user." The Japanese phrase uses alliteration and
has a fun, poetic quality that is lost in the English. If I had to translate this -- and it really
is a challenge -- I would probably try something like "the stench of intense talent." Take
the problems in that one phrase and multiply it by almost every line in the show, and
you can imagine the drawbacks to the English dub.

That is the bad news. The good news is that simply switching to the Japanese audio
with English subtitles transforms this into a really fun show that should not be missed.
Even if you don't understand a word of Japanese, this is still worth doing just for the
vocal quality of the Japanese voice actors.

The art has a wild, hyper-real quality, full of saturated yellows, purples, blues and
oranges (Ai's hair and eyes are practically minor characters in their own right). And the
opening theme "Falco," composed by Kazunori Watanabe and performed by Hitomi
Shimatami, is a cool song. Though I was not especially in the mood for yet another
fighting tournament anime, The Law of Ueki caught my interest and never let go. I'll be
eagerly awaiting the next installment.
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Baraka and Black Magic in Morocco
by Rick Smith
Alternative Comics

Review by Tom Good

When I was younger, a story like Baraka and Black Magic in
Morocco would have sounded like an exciting, exotic adventure,
and might have inspired me to plan my next overseas trip. Today,
it sounds more like the type of hassle that would encourage me
to stay home. But it is an entertaining story either way. Rick
Smith and his wife Tania explore the deserts, kasbahs and towns
of Morocco, but at times it seems everyone they meet tries to

cheat them, sell them drugs, or both. Sometimes the locals come up with inventive
variations like charging "admission" to the kasbah, or slipping the travelers drugged
tea to make it easier to rip them off. And given that this story takes place in 2000, I can
only imagine that the going might be even rougher today. But their trip had its
appealing moments, too, such as when Rick and Tania listen to some great Berber
music.

Compared to a typical travel essay with photos, a comic makes for an interesting way
to tell a travel story. The drawings convey the author's feelings and impressions about
the places he visits and the people he meets, instead of showing us their literal
appearance. It is more fun, for example, to see what the world felt like to Smith after he
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drank the drugged tea than it would be to see a photo of the incident. The art uses a
simple, flat style reminiscent of Jeffrey Brown. The book ends with the text of Smith's
original journal entries for the trip, which provides a kind of "behind the scenes" look at
some of the raw material used to create the comic. Baraka was a fun read.
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If Only They Could Talk: The Miracles of Spring Farm
by Bonnie Jones Reynolds and Dawn E. Hayman
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Kathryn Ramage

On the one hand, there is a fairly interesting story here, along the
lines of the veterinary tales of James Herriot, about two women
who made their farm into a haven for strays, and eventually into a
charitable organization dedicated to caring for abused, neglected,
and abandoned animals. Several of the stories of badly
mistreated animals being found and rescued were really moving.

On the other hand, these stories are frequently infused with a goopy
anthropomorphism that assumes the animals really do talk, and communicate with
humans on common terms.

If the book took itself less seriously on this point, I might be more tolerant--after all,
what pet owner doesn't have conversations with his or her pet and sometimes provide
both sides of the dialog? But the absurdity of having a discussion with a tom-cat about
whether or not to have him neutered (the cat says No), or a mouse having a friendly
chat with a group of cats, presented with all sincerity, is too much. One case, in which
a pony details a fitting punishment for the people who abandoned it, I feel undermines
the animal's real, mute suffering; if the pony's rescuers felt that way, why not express
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their opinions for themselves, instead of putting too-human words in its mouth?

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


Archived Entry - 05/07/2006: "Book Review - If Only They Could Talk: The Miracles of Spring Farm"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000582.htm[4/27/2019 3:12:13 PM]

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 05/03/2006: "Manga review: Chibi Vampire, Vol. 1"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000581.htm[4/27/2019 3:12:16 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Manga review: Fullmetal Alchemist, Vol. 5"] [Main Index] [Next entry:
"Book Review - If Only They Could Talk: The Miracles of Spring Farm"]

05/03/2006 Archived Entry: "Manga review: Chibi Vampire,
Vol. 1"

Chibi Vampire, Vol. 1
by Yuna Kagesaki
TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

Chibi Vampire is the story of Karin Maaka, a young girl faced with
the embarrassing discovery that once a month, she bleeds
profusely from her nose. (I know. Begun, the Subtext Wars have.)
She comes from a family of vampires, in a world where vampires
have strong preferences for the blood of particular types of
people. Karin's mother Calera, for example, likes the blood of

liars; not that of a small-scale liar who "only told lies to his fishing buddies," but the
blood of truly destructive liars. I guess this is the vampiric equivalent of craving certain
wine varietals. If I owned a vineyard, "Blood of the Liar" would make a great name for
an Oregon Pinot Noir.

Anyway, the family is actually European, and their original name is "Marker." The
parents still use the name Marker but the kids have adopted the more Japanese-
sounding version: Maaka. This sounds similar to the Japanese word "makka" which
means "deep red," so it is a suitable family name for vampires.

One night the new boy in school happens to see Karin in a park, wrapped around a
businessman and biting his neck. Since he doesn't know Karin is a vampire, he
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assumes she must be a schoolgirl prostitute. He later scolds her for not getting a real
job -- a reference to the "Enjo Kosai" phenomenon in Japan, where some high school
girls turn to prostitution in order to afford the expensive designer brands they crave.

This association between vampirism and sex occurs throughout the book. Karin's older
brother Ren points her toward a potential victim and says, "Take a . . . close look. As
you look at her . . . you get . . . more and more excited, right? You can't wait to sink
your fangs into her neck, can you? You don't need to do anything right now. Just enjoy
the feeling."

Later when Karin attacks the woman, the two are depicted in an embrace that looks
more lustful than violent, with Karin's fangs hidden so that her bite looks more like a
kiss, and the victim's head thrown back in what could be rapture as well as shock. To
intensify the sexual connotation, this panel shows the two women surrounded by an
explosion of iris flowers. (Earlier when Karin bit the businessman, she was surrounded
by roses, so the flowers are a recurring visual theme.) Even the nosebleeds are a
common manga metaphor for sexual excitement -- though this is mostly used with
male, not female characters. In Karin's case, the explanation for the nosebleeds is that
she is an odd type of "reverse vampire" whose body produces too much blood, so she
must give it to her victims.

Of course, many vampire stories have sexual overtones, so this quality is not unique to
Chibi Vampire. But it is interesting that this story downplays ordinary sexuality or
depicts it negatively, while vampirism comes across as positive. The characters do not
wear revealing clothing by manga standards, nor do they act sexy. The main
references to sex in this volume are the misinterpretation about prostitution, and a
subplot about workplace sexual harassment. On the other hand, the story shows
vampirism as beneficial to both the vampires and their human victims. In fact, the
vampiric bite has the power to solve people's problems by removing negative qualities
from their blood.

Karin's younger sister Anju appears in only a few scenes, but her Gothic Lolita fashion
sense combined with her smart, ruthless personality makes her one of the book's best
characters. She is not yet a full vampire, but she has the ability to control bats, and she
carries around a creepy talking doll. Anju is the perfect counterpoint to the easily
embarrassed, tentative Karin, and I hope to see more of her in future volumes. This
book is a very promising Volume 1, and I recommend it.

Replies: 1 Comment

Hey we are doing a Vampire theme at RTRS this month.. just thought you might be
interested.
Random Thoughts Random Speelings Blog

Posted by DeRex @ 05/08/2006 12:56 PM PST
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Fullmetal Alchemist, Vol. 5
by Hiromu Arakawa
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

This episode finds Ed, Al, and Winri in Rush Valley, "The Boomtown of the Broken
Down," and the home of the best automail mechanics in the land. The techies in town
admire Winri's workmanship on Ed's automail. Ed enters into an automail arm-wrestling
contest, but after his opponent insults him for being a kid, he cheats and uses alchemy
to win the bout.

Winri discovers some automail she admires, but unfortunately it is on the legs of a
female thief who steals Ed's State Alchemist watch. The girl is named Paninya, and
her advanced automail was made by a man named Dominic who lives in the middle of
nowhere. Winri wants to apprentice with him, but he is not interested. It turns out that
Dominic's daughter is pregnant and about to deliver, which leads to some interesting
drama where we also find out a funny secret about Winri's granny Pinoko.

The rest of the book is about Ed and Al's reunion with their alchemy teacher, Izumi
Curtis. Through flashbacks, Ed and Al reveal to her the terrible secret of how they got
into their current state, where Al is a disembodied spirit inside a suit of armor, and Ed
has some artificial limbs.
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I find it difficult to review this purely as a manga, because the FMA anime series is one
of my favorites, and I have seen every episode. So for me, the manga will always be a
fun way to remind myself of what I liked about the anime. But as a stand-alone manga
I do think it works pretty well. One of the nice things about manga is that you can read
at your own pace, and some of the FMA anime episodes felt a bit rushed, like a
complex plot with a lot of information was put into a short show. So the book allowed
me to savor some of the dialogue and the characters' facial expressions. I like the
anime slightly more than the manga, but that could be just because I saw the anime
first. Both versions have the same great story and characters, so I would recommend
both.

See also:
FMA, Vol. 1 review by Chad Denton
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Late Bloomer
By Carol Tyler
Published by Fantagraphics

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

As the second-wavers like to say, the personal is political. This
short little soundbite, so pithy and perfect and catchy, with the
dainty plosives enveloping the two letter verb like puffy lips, top
and bottom, like a kiss. And like any effective slogan, its ceiling
can become so high and broad that one loses sight of the fact

that, down on the ground, making the personal (private) into the political (public) can
kind of suck sometimes.

Writers who have the compulsion to pour their hearts and lives out on the page make
the choice of what to hold and what to show, and often even hide things right in the
middle of what they show (unlike fiction writers, who show things right in the middle of
what they hide. Or something.) So it's understandable that readers confuse the writer
with what she's written, because what she writes is true, or, as David Sedaris says, true
enough.

R. Crumb, a cartoonist who has drawn panel after panel of his very specific sexual
fantasies about very specifically drawn women, still drew a very revealing image of
himself during the filming of the documentary about his life Crumb. In the drawing, he's
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crouched in the position that all Cold War children remember well - knees drawn up to
the chin, arms cradling the head, eyes closed tight in preparation for the nuclear flash.
Surrounding him on all sides are dozens of cameras.

Thinking back to a cartoon he drew of himself riding piggyback on a big-legged woman
with no head, I thought, "What could he possibly have left to keep private?"

And when I read his introduction of C. Tyler's autobiographical cartoon compilation
Late Bloomer, I was startled when he wrote, "the level of honesty about herself
is...shocking at times."

She shocked R. Crumb? If you've seen an R. Crumb comic where he lays his racism
and misogyny right out there, you, too, would want to know exactly what's inside Carol
Tyler that she's willing to show. And is it true? Is it true enough? Exactly what kind of
person is this C. Tyler, anyway? Is she making the personal political, or is she just
telling stories, or what? Imagine my surprise when, after I read Late Bloomer, I
discovered that what shocked R. Crumb was nothing more than the inside of my own
heart.

Which, I think, is the key of the personal narrative's appeal. Carol Tyler's work
exemplifies the ability of the artist to lay it bare and confess all, drawing together the
common threads of humanity with a unique flair that makes you wonder what will
happen next.

In two of her strongest pieces, "Uncovered Property" and "The Outrage," Tyler
masterfully combines both commonality and individuality, the first with a hilarious and
sweet childhood anecdote, and the second, the tale I suspect shocked R. Crumb,
covers the all-too-familiar horrowshow landscape of any woman who has suffered from
post-partum depression.

Other stories include similar themes of dark domesticity; pointed critiques of church
elders portrayed as profane on Saturday night as they are pious on Sunday, elderly
women manipulated by con artists promising true love, and an achingly true-to-life
horror story of being trapped at an airport with a toddler and a headcold. The story that
was my sentimental favorite, however, is "Once, We Ran." There isn't much to it, really,
just one page describing a small perfect bubble of a moment when she and her little
daughter, in matching red skirts, dance on the blacktop of their driveway before going
inside the house, because, as she says, details like these tend to disappear.

One can't help but vow to scrapbook or journal the perfect details of your life with your
child just a bit harder after reading that important yet simple wisdom, even though the
majority of us won't bloom into the artist that Tyler has after the last of our chicks leave
the nest.

Although its obvious Tyler has the chops, her style does take some getting used to.
The dialogue in Late Bloomer overlaps and fills the panels, and song lyrics from a radio
drawn into several scenes simultaneously weaves through. Once the reader adjusts,
however, she becomes totally immersed in Tyler's flower-filled , animated life.

Tyler dedicates her book to "anyone who has deferred a dream due to raising children
or caregiving," to late bloomers everywhere. Tyler, like so many women before her,
deferred her own dream to spend years in the service of others. It is inspiring indeed,
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to find that after twenty years of living her creative life in the margins, Carol Tyler has
burst out into a full bloom of brilliance, creating something truly inspiring - a mommy
book without saccharine or excessive complaint, a testament to talent and creativity
shining through at last, no matter what.
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Click here for larger image.

Cornerstone Theater Company presents two free public performances of 3/7/11: A
LINCOLN HEIGHTS TALE, a new play written by José Cruz González and directed by
Laurie Woolery. Over 65 students from three Lincoln Heights Schools will perform with
the support of professional theater artists.

Lincoln Heights has been seized by a thorny witch, a Pachuco lone wolf, and a
mysterious ice queen. Will the young people find their collective voice in time to save

http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/3711Postcard.jpg
http://cornerstonetheater.org/
http://cornerstonetheater.org/what_mainpage.html#Educational%20Programs
http://cornerstonetheater.org/what_mainpage.html#Educational%20Programs


Archived Entry - 04/27/2006: "Local News: 3/7/11: A LINCOLN HEIGHTS TALE"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000578.htm[4/27/2019 3:12:27 PM]

their community? Join us as Naoya Imanishi's 3rd grade class at Loreto Elementary
School, Raphael Lieberman's 7th grade class at Nightingale Middle School, and Jean
Collins' 11th grade class at Lincoln High School wrestle to find the answer. This show
has been created as part of Cornerstone’s Participatory Educational Program. Our
mission is to introduce theater to young people and to promote reading, inspire writing
and increase critical thinking.

Friday, May 5, 2006 at 7:00pm
Saturday, May 6, 2006 at 12:30pm

At Lincoln High School Auditorium
3501 North Broadway, Los Angeles, CA 90031
(Northeast of downtown Los Angeles in the Lincoln Heights neighborhood)

FREE ADMISSION, DOOR PRIZES, ALL AGES WELCOME
No reservations necessary.
For further information call (213) 613.1700 ext.33

This project is the culmination of 8 months of creativity, play and really hard work from
the more than 65 participating students. The project is the first time performing on
stage for most of these young actors and a first for Cornerstone – our first participatory
education show with young people as artists onstage telling their stories.

The idea for 3/7/11 came from watching a student audience about a year ago. The
audience ranged from 6th graders through Continuation High School students, and as
they talked in the post show discussion, we were struck by the way they listened to
each other: the younger kids impressed but not intimidated by the older students and
the older students enjoying listening to and remembering their own younger
perspective. Inspired by the ways in which young people listen to other young people,
we decided to use theater to explore: What is it like to tell your story and to have your
story be heard? What is it like to listen to and hear other people’s stories? We were
curious about how the stories would be different across the different ages and what
would be the same for all the young people?

We found three great schools: Loreto Elementary, Nightingale Middle School and
Lincoln High School and three amazing teachers: Naoya Imanishi, Raphael Lieberman
and Jean Collins who were willing to go on this year-long journey with us. We began in
September 2005 and spent the Fall exploring theater, storytelling and writing with the
students.

Our playwright, Jose Cruz Gonzales took the students’ words and thoughts and
emotions about their age, their neighborhood, our world and created three short plays:
a third grade play, a seventh grade play, and an eleventhth grade play, The students
rehearsed these one-act plays with director Laurie Woolery in March and April and will
perform their one acts for the other participating students.

For this show, we bring all 65 students together to look at this neighborhood, Lincoln
Heights, from three different age perspectives. And to gain the joint perspective that all
65 students share: that of young people in our city and world today. This has been a
courageous journey for all these young people; most of whom had never done theater
before, many of whom did not think they could or should be on a stage at all–– all of
whom have many things going on in their lives and in their schools.
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Cornerstone has been privileged to take this journey with these students. These are
really great kids and great humans – funny, smart, sensitive, creative, kind and brave.
We have also been privileged to work with our teachers – three caring educators who
give so much to their students. In addition, we have also had tremendous help and
support from the passionate Principals and Assistant Principals at these schools who
helped us navigate LAUSD and work within the system to make the impossible happen
onstage.

José Cruz González served as Project Director of South Coast Repertory’s Hispanic
Playwrights Project for 11 seasons. His plays include Lily Plants A Garden, The Red
Forest, September Shoes, Always Running, Mariachi Quixote, Cousin Bell Bottoms,
Two Donuts, Salt & Pepper, The Highest Heaven, Manzi (The Adventures of Young
César Chávez), The Magic Rainforest (An Amazon Adventure), Marisol's Christmas, La
Posada, Harvest Moon, Calabasas Street, Spirit Dancing and Odysseus Cruz. Mr.
González has written for PAZ, a new series produced by Discovery Kids for the Ready
Set Learn! block on The Learning Channel. Mr. González was a recipient of a 1997
NEA/TCG Theatre Residency Program for Playwrights and in 1985 Mr. González was
a National Endowment for the Arts Director Fellow. He is a graduate of the University
of California, Irvine, where he received his MFA in Directing. He teaches theatre at
California State University at Los Angeles. Mr. González is a member of The
Dramatists Guild of America, Inc., a national board member of ASSITEJ/USA and an
Associate Artist with Cornerstone Theater Company.

Replies: 1 Comment

It sounds adorable having 3rd graders perform.

Posted by Kathy Gallegos @ 04/28/2006 03:35 PM PST
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Toonami Jetstream Announced

Yesterday VIZ Media and Cartoon Network announced a joint venture called Toonami
Jetstream, a broadband service to provide on-demand streaming video of anime series
such as Hikaru no Go and Naruto. The free, ad-supported service will launch on July
17.

"Cartoon Network has long been the dominant TV provider of the best anime and
action," said Paul Condolora, senior vice president and general manager of Cartoon
Network New Media. "And we were the first to stream, in 2001, full-length anime series
online. Now, with this joint venture with VIZ Media, we will give our fans the chance to
view our top shows on-demand and follow new series that cannot be seen anywhere
else. We also believe this will bring new fans to the action/anime genre, create interest
in new shows and build the overall popularity of "Toonami” on Cartoon Network."

The series available at launch will be: Naruto, Samurai Jack, Hikaru no Go, MAR, and
The Prince of Tennis. Additional series planned for release include Megaman NT
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Warrior and Zoids Genesis. I'm looking forward to giving this service a try -- maybe it
will help me justify my broadband bill.

Posted by Tom Good
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A Hunger Like No Other
By Kresley Cole
Pocket Books, 2006

Review by Lynn Loper

I read this book in one day. Usually when I review
romance/gothic novels, it takes me a couple of weeks of
determined effort, because most of those novels don't have
anything like a plot or characters. They have elements plucked
from someplace – usually other bad novels – that the author
messed around with and plunked back onto vulnerable pages.
Enigmatic/violent hero with accent? Check. Lingerie? Check.
Back story? Check. Euphemistic terms for sex? Double check.

But Kresley Cole manages to make "A Hunger Like No Other" a good read. It has
everything. Vampires, werewolves, ancient lore, Valkyries, furies, hordes, wraiths,
phantoms, a whole subhuman subculture, and they all have superpowers. Nobody
worries about diets (you wouldn't, if you drank blood), nobody worries about the
American Express bill, nobody pays taxes. Something happens on every page, and
she took enough care in the writing that when it happens you don't collapse in
hysterical laughter screaming "But how would he know that, he's from 1665!".

She avoids some of the usual pitfalls very neatly. Her Highlander werewolf has a

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1416523006
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1416523006
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1416523006


Archived Entry - 04/25/2006: "Book review: A Hunger Like No Other"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000576.htm[4/27/2019 3:12:33 PM]

quasi-Scottish accent, but she makes sure he doesn't use current terms. That's
something. Her half-vampire, half-Valkyrie heroine has issues and a terrific sun allergy,
but responds with something like real human emotions.

It has the lingerie, it has the back-story, and the enigmatic hero has the accent, and it
has a whole world -- one that humans can enter! -- full of wish-fulfillment powers,
strength, cunning and beauty. It really isn't half bad.

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


Archived Entry - 04/25/2006: "Book review: A Hunger Like No Other"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000576.htm[4/27/2019 3:12:33 PM]

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 04/19/2006: "Comic review: Conversation #2"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000575.htm[4/27/2019 3:12:37 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Manga review: Dr. Slump, Vol. 5"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Book
review: A Hunger Like No Other"]

04/19/2006 Archived Entry: "Comic review: Conversation #2"

Conversation #2
by Jeffrey Brown & James Kochalka
Top Shelf Productions

Review by Tom Good

I found myself comparing this comic to the movie The Five
Obstructions. Both involve two artists coming together to confront

the nature of their craft. In Conversation 2, Jeffrey Brown and James Kochalka discuss
their reasons for drawing comics and their concepts about art. Their conversation
evolves into a humorous brawl involving a mop used as a weapon. In The Five
Obstructions, Danish director Lars von Trier challenges fellow director Jorgen Leth to
remake one of Leth's earlier movies several times, under a variety of difficult and
seemingly arbitrary conditions. I have enjoyed Brown and Kochalka's comics, whereas
I had little prior interest in von Trier and Leth's work. In spite of that, I liked The Five
Obstructions much better than Conversation 2, and I think it is because the comic asks
the wrong questions.

The problem with asking an artist why he creates his art is that the answer is unlikely to
be very interesting. No matter whether he replies, "to pay the rent," or "because I'm
bad at math and couldn't be an accountant," or "for the fame," what have we learned?
Does it matter that Brown gave none of these answers? He said, "I want to feel like my
life has a sense of purpose, and making these books feels like I'm contributing to the
world." That may be a sincere answer, but how illuminating is it? Kochalka said, "My
ambition is to create an art so natural & free that it transcends notions of quality." My
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instinctive response to that is to think: well that's nice, but I don't really care whether or
not that is his goal. I'm interested in how he makes his art look natural and free, not the
trivial fact that -- like many artists -- he wants to.

In The Five Obstructions, von Trier and Leth do not fall into the trap of spending the
whole time talking about why they make movies and what they hope to achieve.
Instead, von Trier makes some difficult demands of Leth: he must film in Cuba without
constructing sets, each edit must be no more than 12 frames long, and other odd
conditions. The way Leth works around these restrictions tells us a lot about the kind of
director he is and what he wants his movies to be, without the need for him to explain it
in words. The movie held my interest because rather than tell us what Leth wante to
create, it shows us what he actually created in response to these challenges.

In short, I wish Brown and Kochalka would stop having imaginary battles with mops
and start having real ones with art. They are the sort of artists who could create the
comics equivalent of The Five Obstructions, once they get over their fascination with
the question of why they draw. On the plus side, this book did entertain me visually.
Each artist appears drawn in his own characteristic style, so it was fun to see the
mixture of styles on the same page.

See also:
Review of American Elf by James Kochaka
Review of Bighead by Jeffrey Brown
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Dr. Slump, Vol. 5
by Akira Toriyama
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

After logging more than 50 hours in DragonQuest VIII, I've become more of a fan of
Toriyama than before. His character designs for the game have lasting appeal, and
combine cuteness with a quirkiness that makes them more than generic adventure
game stereotypes. One of his simplest but most effective creations was the smiling
slime monster in the DragonQuest series. In this manga, the inventor Dr. Slump and
his robot-girl creation Arale live in Penguin Village and have a variety of silly, slapstick
adventures involving vampires, aliens, assassins, animals, and of course wacky
inventions.

This book mixes childlike visuals and jokes with themes that might seem more suitable
for older readers, at least by American standards. For example, in one story Slump
outfits Arale with a video camera in her glasses, then tries to use the device to capture
nude pictures of Arale's gorgeous teacher in the bath. Another single-page comic
between chapters tells the story of Toriyama's embarrassment at being recognized by
a manga fan while browsing pornographic magazines in a bookstore. This sort of thing
may surprise some American readers, but is not especially unusual in Japanese
comics.

The episodes are short and self-contained, so the book lends itself to being read in
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short bursts rather than all in one sitting. In the best chapter, "Goodbye Gatchan,"
aliens return to Penguin Village to claim their lost child. Here Toriyama deftly points the
reader's expectations in one direction, only to set up a clever joke in the surprising
ending. I also enjoyed the cute and funny visuals throughout the book, such as a
hippopotamus-drawn carriage, or Arale in a giant mecha. Though uneven compared to
Vol. 1, this is still a fun manga.

See also:
Review of Dr. Slump, Vol. 1
Akira Toriyama entry at Wikipedia
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Only the Ring Finger Knows novels and related news
Published by Digital Manga Publishing

Report by Ginger Mayerson

Sometimes you can get what you want and what you need.

In 2004 I read Digital Manga Publishing's "Only the Ring Finger
Knows" and have never been the same. At the end of the
manga, there was this note from the author of the novels, Satoru
Kannagi:

"If there are those of you who are curious about these two and
the progress of their relationship, please do checkout the novels as well."

Novels? Novel PLURAL? What NOVELS? From then on every review I read or
conversation I had seemed to end with this thought:

"Gee, if only we could read those novels, we'd attain enlightenment and transform this
mortal plane into a paradise." Or something like that.

Well, DMP was listening, they even put up an online petition and I've no idea who
many signatures it got, last I can remember it was over 4,000 cybersouls willing to shell
out for The Novels. Et volià! Last year at AnimeExpo it was announced at the DMP
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panel that The Novels, at least the first one, would be published in May of 2006. They
must have caught a tail wind, because it was actually published in mid March of this
year.

And, y'know, even I wasn't disappointed. For those of you who've read the manga,
those well drawn smooches get a whole other dimension in prose, and the end of the
second novel is worth the cost of the book. We waited a long time for it, it's not
graphic, but it's so in character with the overall tone of the manga and novels, I'm here
to tell ya, it was worth the wait.

And there's more good news, but I'll let DMP tell it:

Ginger Mayerson: How many more "Only the Ring Finger Knows" novels can we
look forward to? And do you have a timeframe for them?

Digital Manga Publishing: There are 3 novels total. The remaining two, The Left
Hand Dreams of Him and The Ring Finger Falls Silent, will be released later this year.

GM: Were there any hitches or odd incidents in licensing and publishing the book?

DMP: One funny story, we are so used to designing our books backwards, in the
traditional Japanese format, we almost put the cover on the back by accident!

GM: Is this, to your knowledge, the first yaoi novel published in English?

DMP: TokyoPop published the Gravitation novel first, but they didn't count it as yaoi.
So... I guess this is the first.

GM: Is there going to be a manga for "The Lonely Ring Finger"?

DMP: Not that I know of. The Only the Ring Finger Knows Novel was released in
Japan back in 2003. I think we would have seen the continuation of the series by now if
it was going to be more than one volume. The standard is no more than a year
between volumes. Sorry!

GM: Is the book getting reviewed and how are the reviews running?

DMP: The book has gotten a couple of reviews on fan sites such as AnimeOnDVD.
Overall, they are really positive and encouraging. We have also gotten a lot of fan
email asking us to release more novels.

GM: Will DMP Books be focusing strictly or more exclusively on yaoi manga and
novels from now on?

DMP: Not exclusively. Our Juné line will be entirely yaoi manga and novels, however,
we will still be releasing mainstream titles under DMP books. We actually have some
exciting things in the works for Summer and Fall 2006. Stay tuned for upcoming
announcements!

::::::::

And for those of you who, like me, like Satoru Kannagi's writing and Yukine Honami's
art, there IS something else to look forward to:

http://hackenbush.org/hackenblog/blogives/00002536.htm
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Rin!
Written by Satoru Kannagi and illustrated by Yukine Honami
Rated 16+; MSRP: $12.95 – October 25, 2006

Katsura, a second year in his high school's archery club, has a hard time controlling his
nerves. His "secret weapon" is his brother's best friend and childhood buddy, Sou! One
hug from Sou and Katsura's nerves are soothed to a peaceful calm. But he can't keep
Sou around him forever. As he wonders how he'll survive without Sou's hugs, his friend
Kouichi suddenly asks if he can be the one to save him, and kisses him! What now?!

This lighthearted yaoi tale combines the story telling of Satoru Kannagi, the genius
behind the best selling Only the Ring Finger Knows, and the artistic talent of Yukine
Honami, the illustrator of Sweet Revolution and Desire. DMP Books Press Release,
March 23, 2006

This is especially cool for me, because it's not that I didn't like the art in "Only the Ring
Finger Knows," but I liked the art in "Desire" better (although I had some issues [here
and here] with the storyline in "Desire," I really liked the art).

And finally, I'd like to welcome Rachel Livingston to Digital Manga Publishing. She
succeeds Isaac Lew, who could never be replaced, and will be making her debut at
AnimeExpo this year. J LHLS wishes her success and happiness in the wacky world of
DMP fans, aficionados, dilettantes, and those who defy category (like me!). As much
as I will miss Isaac, the ever patient and wonderful Erica Jeng is still around and that
takes a lot of the sting out of it. Thank you to Rachel and Erica for answering my
questions for this article. See you soon.
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I"s, Vol. 5
by Masakazu Katsura
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

Poor Ichitaka has two beautiful girls in his life, the classic beauty Iori and the sexy
artistic girl-next-door Itsuki, but he cannot make up his mind about how he feels about
them. One day he walks arm in arm with Iori through some Torii gates at a shrine
known for bringing happiness to couples. But later he rushes back to find Itsuki after
hearing that her house burned down, and their encounter revives his interest in her.
But by volume 5, Ichitaka's indecisiveness has started to get tiresome, and the series
needs some new plot twist to keep things fresh. Though the first half of this book drags
a bit, a promising new character and plot direction arrives near the end.

In the first scene of the book, Ichitaka sees a young girl who yells at him and criticizes
him. New readers to the series might be confused by this, because she appears real
but Ichitaka is just imagining her. She is an apparition of a girl who rejected him in the
past. This past trauma hurt his confidence, and now he tends to second-guess all of
his decisions, which explains some of his difficulties with relationships.

Later in the story, after Ichitaka has managed to offend both Iori and Itsuki, the school
gets a new art teacher, Mr. Takezawa. Takezawa is a handsome 28-year-old who
immediately provokes schoolgirl crushes, and he also happens to be Itsuki's private
tutor in sculpting. Naturally Ichitaka feels jealousy and resentment towards him, but
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Takezawa also seems like just the sort of mature guy who could be a great role model
for Ichitaka, so it will be interesting to see where this story goes. The book ends with a
bang, with a very strange but funny gag about a nude model in the school art class.

I"s is a good realistic romantic-comedy manga. By "realistic" I do not mean that
everything in it is completely believable, but that it avoids fantasy and science fiction
elements like monsters and mecha. It is based in our own world, and makes that world
seem full of possibilities.

See also:
Review of I"s Vol. 1 and 2
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Stars, Crosses & Stripes
by C. Hill
Kameleo Comics

Review by Tom Good

C. Hill promotes this large format work as a "gallery comic," meaning that it is comic-
influenced art, but meant to be displayed on a wall as in an art gallery. I have noticed
this style of art more and more lately. The genre poses some interesting artistic
problems, and C. Hill has come up with good solutions that make this a satisfying
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piece.

Hanging a piece of art on a wall creates an expectation that it will make a pleasing
impression from across the room. This is difficult for comic art, because the format was
originally designed to be held in the hands and viewed by a single reader at close
range. Framing a comic book page and putting it up on a wall can make it seem out of
place and inconvenient.

Some artists tackle this problem by scaling everything up, as in Roy Lichtenstein's
Whaam!, which works from a distance by being just a giant version of a comic panel.
The drawback to this approach is that a closer look does not really add anything -- the
whole story has already been told from afar.

The challenge is to make the composition work both from across the room and from
nearby, so that it invites the viewer to come closer and then provides some reward for
doing so. Stars, Crosses & Stripes succeeds at this. From a distance it looks like an
unusual version of an American flag. Closer up one can see that the blue area contains
a silhouette of a man, the red stripes contain white tombstones, and the piece as a
whole has accompanying text.

In comic terms, various rectangular regions of the flag form comic panels. The blue
rectangle at the upper left is the largest one, and the topmost red stripe makes a single
long narrow panel. The rest of the flag is divided into small sections for the tombstones,
which represent graves in the American cemetery at Normandy, for soldiers who died
during World War II.

Many of the inscriptions use rhymes, irony, or wordplay reminiscent of Old West
tombstones. For example: "Ted's canteen reached the shore in one piece at Utah
Beach," or "Oswald crossed a 'T' on a Kraut before another dotted his eye," or even
"On Operation Overlord, Pastor Phil drowned overboard." This humor adds another
dimension to the work, and extends its emotional impact beyond wistful sadness.

The text that begins and ends the piece tells the story of the author's French
grandfather and explores the impact of the war, America, and Americans on his life.
The fact that this story told on an American flag turns out to be the story of a
Frenchman is another nice twist.

The use of the flag as the main visual element invites comparison with Jasper Johns'
Flag. Looking at Flag leads me to think about the nature of representational art.
Though a painting of a horse is in no sense a real horse, a painting of a flag is in many
ways a real flag. Its arrangement of colors and symbols is not just a convincing
imitation of what we see when we look at a flag, but is essentially the very same thing.
Similarly, a painting of the word "horse" would really be a written word, not just a good
likeness of one. What about comics -- is it possible to imitate them, or only to create
them?

Stars, Crosses & Stripes presents itself as both a flag (though a modified one) and as a
comic. Is it a "real" comic, then, or something else that borrows certain techniques from
comics? Unlike Whaam!, which imitates comics but does not really attempt to become
one, Stars, Crosses & Stripes functions as a large, single-page comic. Though
technically Whaam! is a comic panel, after viewing it one would not say, "I read an
interesting comic today," but I think this could be said of Hill's work. I enjoyed it and
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found it to be thought-provoking.

Stars, Crosses & Stripes is available as a limited edition of 500 signed and numbered
prints, sold at some comics stores and online at kameleo.com.
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The Wood Boy/The Burning Man
by Raymond E. Feist/Tad Williams
Dabel Brothers Productions

Review by Kathryn Ramage

Although the juxtaposition of the two titles sounds as if they are
related to each other somehow (perhaps predicting the horrific
demise of the wood boy after he grows up and plays with
matches), these short stories in the same volume are actually
unconnected fantasy tales. Each is set in a separate world
originally created by the author in print format, and here retold in
vividly colorful graphic artwork.

The first, The Wood Boy, is adapted from a short story by Raymond E. Feist, as a side-
story to his novel, Magician. Dirk, the boy who delivers the firewood for the lord of the
local castle, tells a tale of a brutal army of invaders called the Tsurani, and a night
when several murders and a robbery were committed, but not by the invaders.

The Burning Man, by contrast, is the story of an old woman named Breda recalling her
girlhood, when she was in love with a handsome young man named Tellarin, and her
step-father kept a witch prisoner in his castle. The witch refused to reveal the secrets
of something called the Black Fire... although the secret, when it is revealed, is not
what anyone expected. This story is set in the same world as Tad Williams's fantasy

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0976401118
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0976401118
http://dabelbrothers.com/


Archived Entry - 04/09/2006: "Graphic Novel Review: The Wood Boy/The Burning Man"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000570.htm[4/27/2019 3:12:54 PM]

novel series, "Memory, Sorrow and Thorn."

Both are visually striking tales but, of the two, I think that The Burning Man works better
as a standalone story outside of world in which it is set. For example, in The Wood Boy,
Dirk observes that the invading Tsurani have no metal in their armor or weaponry and
don't seem at all familiar with basic metal tools like kitchen skillets, but the reason
behind this intriguing fact is never made clear in the short story; presumably, it is in the
novel the story is based on.
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Hikaru No Go, Vol. 1 (DVD)
VIZ Media

Review by Tom Good

I have enjoyed the Hikaru No Go manga series, so I was curious
to see how it would translate into an anime. The game of Go,
while fascinating, is not exactly full of hard-hitting action visuals,
so I wondered whether the story would really work as a video.
Much like the manga, the anime sticks to a very straightforward
visual approach that does not take a lot of chances, but works
well and allows the strength of the story to shine through.

When young Hikaru Shindo finds a haunted Go board in an attic,
he makes contact with Fujiwara-no-sai, the spirit of a Go master

who lived hundreds of years ago, and who wants a chance to play Go again. Though
Hikaru is initially not very interested in the game, he plays while letting Fujiwara-no-sai
tell him what moves to make. Of course, using this system Hikaru does very well, and
he ignites a fierce rivalry with Akira Toya, a very gifted Go player his own age who is
on his way to turning pro.

The English voice-over for Fujiwara-no-sai interprets the character as an eccentric
goofball. This is not necessarily the wrong choice, but it is also not what I imagined
from reading the manga, and it pushes the story more in the direction of comedy. It
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took me a while to get used to this, but once I did I found it to be pretty entertaining.

This DVD has one mis-feature that I must mention. It contains an un-skippable preview
for Naruto. I did not mind watching the preview the first time; in fact, I enjoyed it. The
problem is that every time I put this disk in my DVD player I am forced to watch that
preview again even though I have already seen it. By the third time it became
extremely annoying. I hope that VIZ will rethink this strategy for future releases.

If you like Go, this is a must-see anime. If you do not know anything about Go, this is a
pretty good drama that may spark your interest in the game.
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Mara and the Dragon
By Kathryn L. Ramage

This excerpt is from an unfinished fantasy novel, "Mara Sonnedragon," set on an
alternate-history medieval Earth. Mara is the only daughter and heir of the Grand Duke
of Noreland, and therefore titled Prince in spite of her gender. She is also the leader of
the Shieldmaids, a quasi-religious group of women warriors, but unlike many of her
fellow Shieldmaids, has not yet received a vision of the talisman beast that will serve
as her battle symbol and personal spirit-guide.

Click here to read more.
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The Ring
By Allison Burnett

Stefan Kline lay in bed naked, his arms behind his head, staring at the ceiling.
Projected on the wavy and crumbling surface were images of perfection. He was not
one to gloat, but he felt he had every right to, because that morning he had decided
that his evening would be perfect and it had been. Never before had he felt so secure
in the power of his will.

Click here to read more.
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Interview with Noboru Ishiguro

By Tom Good

Noboru Ishiguro, director of such anime classics as Astro Boy
and Macross, appeared at Sakuracon in Seattle to talk about his
new project, Mushishi, which had just won an award in the TV
Series category at the Tokyo International Anime Fair. He is
currently working on 6 new episodes. The following press
interview was conducted through an interpreter.

What is the series about?

It is hard to explain what the series is about. Probably the best way to explain is to
actually watch it, but even then you might not be able to understand it. But notice the
visual backgrounds. A lot of emphasis was put there, and they are much prettier than
most. It has about twice the amount of frames as most anime.

Was it an expensive production?

It had the same budget as anything else, so we've been working pretty hard. It's
something we've wanted to do for a long time, but as far as business is concerned, it
was treated budget-wise like any other anime.

It uses so many frames, but for the average person watching the show it doesn't look
like many frames, it almost looks like it is standing still. For example, in the days of
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Astro Boy, the number of frames in an anime was set to about 2000. Now it has
gradually increased to about 3500. We are constantly working to figure out how to
make the animation move as much as it can with as few frames as possible.

Are digital techniques and computers facilitating that?

I will talk about computer graphics later, but in the case of Mushishi, we have used as
few computer graphics as possible. Even with all the technology, we still have the old
habits to use as few frames as possible. In fact, Mr. Nagano, as a young person, thinks
the other way around: he uses as many frames as possible to make something look
still -- something beyond the imagination. For example, there is one scene where it
looks like a computer graphic, but it is all done by hand, 6 seconds using 1000 frames.
If this were like an old Disney film, that would be understandable, but not as a current
animation.

Is that level of detail practical today, given the expense of production?

You mean how to stay within the budget? No, we couldn't keep the budget down.

How long did it take to produce those 1000 frames for 6 seconds?

That kind of drawing is rather dull and simple, but it took about a week or two. As far as
I'm concerned, it wouldn't have made much difference if it had been done in computer
graphics. On average, we have 7000-8000 frames per episode.

How does Sakuracon compare to events in Japan?

I have been attending anime expos for 10 years, but my impression of Seattle is that it
has a more European atmosphere. Everyone is well behaved.

How does the influence of foreign markets affect anime production? You're now
producing for the world, primarily American markets, but European too.

There are some places where they make projects aimed towards overseas, but my
opinion is that most of those do not succeed very well. I have been making anime for
42 years, but I've never really made anime thinking about the overseas audience; I'm
primarily thinking about Japanese children. I was surprised to hear that people
overseas were watching and enjoying the shows. I wouldn't have imagined something
like this [Sakuracon] would have happened. But it's not about making an anime for a
Japanese or an overseas audience, it's more about making an anime I think is
entertaining. So I don't think about what Americans might enjoy or not. I always wish
the audience will understand the quality. Mushishi is very difficult to understand, and
I'm worried people may not understand it, but the quality is good.

Is it hard to understand because of cultural differences? Or is it just confusing?

The original manga is set in a Japan that never had the Meiji restoration, as if the Edo
period continued to this day in a parallel universe. It is difficult even for Japanese
people to understand it. It's a world where humans and vermin, not insects like we see,
but vermin [Note: the Japanese word "mushi" can mean insect], coexist in the same
environment , and these vermin sometimes will help humans and sometimes harm
them, but they don't really think about humans, they're not too concerned with them.
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"Mushishi" is a person who goes around and cures people who have been infected by
the vermin. Unlike Black Jack, sometimes he might fail to cure someone, or maybe
curing the disease was actually not a good thing for the person, so he has to figure out
what is good. He is not just the "slayer" killing bad things.

Each episode will stand on its own, it is not a continuous story, so in that sense it is
easier to understand. The idea that you can make an anime with this much quality and
broadcast it once a week -- even the production staff was amazed.

Is this what you are currently working on?

Yes, I've made the 20th episode, and the remaining 6 episodes will be out on DVD. It
is a continuation of the TV series, but we were unable to get the space on the air to air
it.

So there is only so much air time available, forcing some shows to be shown late at
night...?

Yes, this show was on at 3:30am on Sunday. We got 2% ratings at the 3:30am Sunday
slot. With that kind of time slot the average rating is 0.4%. The idea of 2% watching the
show is amazing.

A lot of anime art styles are being adopted by other countries like the U.S. for their
animation. What is your opinion of how Japan's style has influenced other countries?

Taiwan, China, and Korea are taking a lot of the techniques of Japanese anime and
are making lots of animation. In fact the governments of Korea and China sponsor
anime productions. There are some productions in Korea or China where they get the
government funding and do the basic plot or art design, but have it made in a
Japanese studio, then bring it back in their country.

The Chinese government gave money to anime producers and told them to make 100
anime a year, but producers said it can't be done. In surveys about the most popular
anime character in China, only one of the top 10 was from China.

With the animation techniques, it's great to spread them around the globe, but the
important thing in Japanese anime is originality, and that is difficult to copy. After the
war, for 60 years the culture of children's comic books developed by the genius Osamu
Tezuka laid the groundwork for the entire culture. From there the industry spread, with
more manga and storytelling, then 40 years ago TV animation in Japan started. These
days Japan makes 80 anime per year, and for that they must have aid from countries
like Korea and China. And for their part, [those countries] should get chances to steal
techniques -- and there are plenty of people who have good skills and techniques in
those countries already -- but the originality aspect is lacking.

What is your connection with the history of manga in Japan?

I loved reading manga as a child, and in my day it was considered something you
stopped reading after elementary school, but I would sneak read it in middle school,
and if my father found out I might get beaten. I also liked to draw my own manga. I hid
them from my parents. To this day I believe the reason I was unable to stop reading
manga is that there was something wrong with me. The world has become a better
place for me because I can say I work in manga and be proud.
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How is the anime industry doing in Japan?

Until 3 years ago it was so hectic that sometimes anime would not make it in time for
broadcast so they'd have to show the same episode twice. These days quantity wise it
is not so different, but they are managing to make them on time. Mushishi will
generally be finished 3 days before broadcast, but on a bad day, finished on the day
before. We can do this now because of digitization of production. I have been doing a
lot of productions where you submit it the same day [that it airs], and I'm not afraid of it,
but there is always a sense that if anything goes wrong it's all over.

Do you prefer the old style of cell animation to computers?

You can fix the color an hour before broadcast with digital. In the case of lip sync, if
there is a glitch you can't fix it on film. People have given up on cels. With digital you
can push it to the limit, more than with the old style.

I used to take the completed film and on the way to deliver it, I'd imagine it would be
funny if I got on the plane and told people, "if you want the film give me 10 million yen."
Back then you could do that, but now there's no time.

American animation is moving to full 3D CGI animation. Do you see Japan moving
towards or experimenting with that?

I'm disappointed that only Japan does 2D animation these days. In fact, maybe it is
better to make 2D a selling point of Japanese animations. Making the mecha and so on
will often be 3D. I'll watch a smooth moving 3D machine, and think that when I made
Battleship Yamato I would use 500 frames to move the battleship. If only I had
computers then! That clip of Yamato going by the screen uses 500 frames. One guy
spent a whole month working on it and didn't want to see it ever again. I'll watch a video
game of Yamato, and see it moving on the game screen. It's amazing, but there is
something missing with the quality of movement.

Are there trends or ideas you've seen in anime in Japan and worldwide that really
excite you about the future of animation?

For example Mr. Nagahama who did Mushishi, he is a young person and with young
people around him making great anime, they will be able to keep Japanese anime
going. For about 5-6 years there was a kind of despair about Japanese animation. I
was kind of disturbed about the roricon thing, the obsession with cute girls, yaoi, etc.
Maybe there was too much of that.

Instead of those kinds of things, I want to see good story-lines and something that
moves someone's heart. In that spirit I found someone like Nagahama-san and that
made me want to get back in the business. Next year I am thinking of making my own
original anime. It's still top secret but I have confidence that it will be a good piece. I
think I probably have about 3 years left in the industry, so I want to make the most of it.
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Sakuracon 2006

By Tom Good

Sakuracon, the largest anime convention in the Pacific Northwest,
took place in the Washington State Convention and Trade Center in
Seattle, its first year in this location. Noboru Ishiguro, director of
such anime classics as Astroboy and Macross, appeared to talk

about his new project, Mushishi, which had just won an award in the TV Series category
at the Tokyo International Anime Fair. Other guests included anime voice-over actors
David Vincent, Jessica Boone and Jennifer Sekiguchi. Michael "Piano Squall" Gluck
entertained the crowd with his piano arrangements of music from anime and video games
(read the interview elsewhere on this site).

David Vincent

David Vincent is the voice of Van in Gunsword, his first lead role in
an anime. He worked with director Liam O'Brian. "When Liam and I
got together we made a decision to stay as true to the Japanese
version as possible and try to match the tones," Vincent said. He
described Van as "basically a 27-year-old virgin. A bit nerdy, but a
badass. His nemesis the Claw kills his bride just before his
marriage, and Van dedicates his life to finding and killing the Claw."
Along the way Van meets Wendy, a girl whose older brother has
been captured by the Claw. She attaches herself to him and offers
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herself for marriage. He is appalled, but they stick together and have
adventures, fighting a lot of enemies along the way. "It has great writing and a lot of the
character development is really good," said Vincent.

Vincent has also appeared on the stage in New York, and his voice-over work includes Lt.
Dan in Quake 4 and the voice of Puck from The Real World on Celebrity Deathmatch.
Though he is involved with TV and film, he says voice acting will always be part of his
career.

Jessica Boone

Jessica Boone has voiced characters in many anime such as
Chrono Crusade and Magical Shopping Arcade Abenobashi. She is
currently pursuing an acting and directing degree at the University of
Houston. She says anime voice acting is "the best job in the world --
I get to be something different every day: zombie, ninja, queen . . ."
She took a class in phonetics where she learned the international
phonetic alphabet, and says that has helped her with anime voice-
overs.

Boone's roles as very young characters convinced some viewers
that she really was a child, and she says people are sometimes
surprised to meet her and discover that she is not 12 years old. And
when she showed an anime to her own father, he could not believe

which voice was hers and argued with her about it.

Her work on Abenobashi involved cultural references related to Osaka which were not
funny in English, so they had to try to think of something similar in American culture to
make a joke about instead. She said the recording took a lot longer than normal because
the cast couldn't stop laughing. Her favorite lesser-known role she wishes more people
would see is Sayuri in The Place Promised in Our Early Days.

Jennifer Sekiguchi

Jennifer Sekiguchi may have been the most animated (no pun
intended) guest of the convention. She claimed not to be a "gamer"
but spoke with great enthusiasm about playing games like Chu Chu
Rocket, Pac Man Vs., and Final Fantasy VIII. She also discussed
some technical and business aspects of the anime world. "Lex Lang
directed me in Fafner," she said. "He was adamant about not putting
both ears of the headphones on when recording." She said at first
she didn't notice the difference, but with both headphones on actors
tend to unconsciously monitor themselves too much, and their
sound becomes too self-conscious.

"I was in FLCL and someone told me that's a classic, and I thought,
oh no! I'm old! I'm in a 'classic'," she said. About her character Mamimi she explained, "I
really related to her. I was picked on a lot as a kid, and [. . .] I understand how that feels.
When she's alone she's very charming and special, but the other kids don't see that. I
think people have a fear of being alone, of being left."
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Sekiguchi talked about the business challenges faced by small studios. Distributors get a
discount for buying in bulk, so if they buy 1,000 units from a small studio without many
products, they may have to buy 1,000 copies of the same title. Whereas from a large
company they can buy the same number of units, but get a greater variety of titles, so
they would rather buy from the large company. She also explained the difficulties of
working for more than one studio at the same time. When scheduling conflicts occur,
people are understandably reluctant to rearrange their schedules so that a voice actor can
go do work for a competitor.

I asked her about the violence in Girls Bravo, where she played Kirie, and whether the
blood made the series more disturbing than the slapstick violence of the
Coyote/Roadrunner cartoons. "I just think that's anime," she said. "With roadrunner /
coyote, it's ridiculous, they can get completely flattened, then walk away and then be fine
in the next scene. And there's an element of that in the use of the blood, because it's so
unrealistic the amount of blood that comes out. And in the next scene they're fine again."

Cosplay Gallery
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Cosplay Event

In my favorite segment of
the main cosplay event,
Lisa Lincoln came out on
stage dressed as San
from Princess
Mononoke, and sang a
sweet, lyrical song from
the movie. From the front of the hall I heard a strange sound sweep
through through the crowd behind me, like thousands of people all
saying "Oh, wow!" Someone sitting near me stood up, turned
around and said, "Holy crap!" At this point I stood up and turned
around too. Hundreds of people in the crowd had turned on their cell

phones, turned the screens towards the stage, and were waving them back and forth in
the air. All the softly glowing lights resembled an immense field of fireflies. This visual
suited the music perfectly, and was especially mind-blowing because it was the very sort
of thing that might have happened in an anime -- one like Princess Mononoke. If I could
go back and experience one moment from the convention a second time, it would be that
one. Lincoln's performance won the "inspiration award" at the closing ceremonies.

Panels

Sakuracon hosted a variety of interesting panel discussions about anime. I attended Meg
Uhde's "Adult Content in Anime" panel. She traced adult themes in popular Japanese art
back to ukiyo-e prints during the Edo period, such as The Dream of the Fisherman's Wife
by Hokusai.

The discussion covered many different issues about adult anime. For example, some
distributors of adult-themed anime in the U.S. believed that their target audience was the
same people who would buy live-action porn, so they used porn actors to do the English
voice-overs, instead of using anyone who was actually good at voice-over work. The
panel audience got to see a laughably bad example of this phenomenon, with the subtitles
shown at the same time as the dubbed English to illustrate how much the content had
been changed. In the original, a young man and woman had a conversation that had
some subtlety, and showed at least a potential for character development and plot. The

http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Sakuracon2006/DSC02516.jpg
http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Sakuracon2006/DSC02518.jpg
http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Sakuracon2006/DSC02517.jpg
http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Sakuracon2006/DSC02658.jpg
http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Sakuracon2006/DSC02462.jpg
http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Sakuracon2006/DSC02466.jpg
http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Sakuracon2006/DSC02478.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukiyo-e
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edo_Period
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Dream_of_the_Fisherman's_Wife


Archived Entry - 04/02/2006: "Con report: Sakuracon 2006"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000560.htm[4/27/2019 3:13:15 PM]

scene felt more like something from a soap opera than porn. But in the English dub, her
lines were changed to: "Give me your body. I want to feel your ." Not only were these lines
stupid, but the awful reading made the character sound deranged instead of sexy, and the
timing was completely out of sync with the action on the screen.

Other topics included definitions of anime and adult anime, censorship codes in Japan
and the visual metaphors used to get around them, and a survey of adult anime genres.
Unde recommended as further reading the books Manga! Manga!, How NOT To Draw
Manga, and Even a Monkey Can Draw Manga.

Club Sakura

One of the convention center's large ballrooms was transformed into "Club Sakura" for
late night music and dancing. On Saturday night, the line for entry stretched off into the
distance, while inside dancers wore glowsticks and danced to J-Rock music. Hundreds of
people jumped up and down in time with the music, which shook the floor even in other
parts of the building. From one of the nearby panel discussion rooms, it felt just like an
earthquake.

Convention Wedding

Sakuracon's cosplay director Mike Stark got married at the convention in front of the fans.
I asked him how that came about. "Part of my job is to do the halftime show," he said,
"which is really at the end, while the judges are away. And normally, you get this sort of
pushed on to you... but this year I got to choose it, and I said well, we've talked about
getting married, so how about we do it then? And everyone laughed. And then we sort of
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weren't really serious about it until everyone started encouraging us, and a lot of people
on staff... started coming up to us saying, great idea, you really should do it! It was mostly
live, with very little that was scripted, because I do a lot of improv comedy, as part of The
404s ... we had certain cues, but most of it was live."

When asked whether this was the first wedding at a convention, Stark said, "Oh, I'm sure
there have been others, especially with sci-fi conventions -- there are probably some
Klingons out there -- but for anime, I've never seen it, I've never heard of it. ...and I was in
a great position where I was allowed to do it, so if they did, they may have done it on the
side, but we were allowed to do it right in front of everyone. "

Other Events

Sakuracon held a charity auction to benefit the Make A Wish
Foundation. A special badge number 1, which will identify the wearer
as the charity guest of honor at Sakuracon 2007, was a hot item.
Bidding opened at $1500, and the badge ultimately sold for $2300.

A fashion show was also held to showcase both anime themed
costumes and original designs like the one pictured here.

Setting

With more than 20 rooms full of events, there was always something
going on: workshops, panel discussions, booths about traditional
and online degrees in gaming, video screening rooms, gaming, and
a large vendor area. The convention center has plenty of space, a nice vertical layout
centered around escalators, and a simple numbering system for event rooms. This makes
it easy to navigate even without consulting a map. You don't have to read in the program
that an event will be held in the Homonculus Ballroom in the Onimusha Wing, then
wander around trying to figure out where that is. Instead, if an event is in room 601, clearly
that will be on one end of the sixth floor.

The convention center has some fast food restaurants conveniently located inside, but it is
worth the extra money to try the creperie that is just outside the main entrance, facing the
sidewalk. The food there is quick and delicious, and the lines are short.

I spoke to a few attendees who had never been to an anime convention before, and they
all seemed impressed by how friendly, fun, and approachable the fans and convention
staff were. That was my impression, too. I had a lot of fun at this convention and would
certainly recommend it to all anime and video game fans. 

Replies: 1 Comment

This is a wonderfull article!! I was at the con as well,(one of the people waving a cell
phone!) and i agree that Miss Lincoln', preformance was very intense and seemed to
stand out in my mind! (this could be beacuse i didnt get much sleep and the week endis a
bit of a blurr, though....^_^)
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Interview with Michael Gluck

by Tom Good

Michael "Piano Squall" Gluck arranges music from anime and
video games for the piano, and performs them while dressed as
the character "Squall" from Final Fantasy VIII. I participated in a
press interview with Michael at Sakuracon 2006 in Seattle.

How did you get started playing video game and anime music?

I began when I was about 9 years old. I started with a very popular video game called
Final Fantasy IV, which was one of the original Super Nintendo Final Fantasies. I
turned on the console and listened to the first song of the game, and I just . . . that was
it. As simple as that sounds, that was a major transition point in my life.

I decided to try to play that song, for whatever reason, on a nearby piano, which was
conveniently located next to my console. And I was listening to this piece. I didn't know
how to play the piano, but there was a piano in the house and I started pushing notes
with one finger, trying to see if I could find this melody.

I actually had some rudimentary ability to translate what I was hearing in the game to
the piano, and that was extremely exciting to me. I wondered if I might be able to
translate other pieces from video game to piano music, and that was the beginning of
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everything for me.

Which song?

It's the prelude, the Final Fantasy prelude, which is a recurring theme throughout the
series, but I found it particularly moving. And I asked my mother for piano lessons, so I
could learn these songs. So I began to play because of these games [ . . .] and
developed my video game repertoire pretty much exclusively.

Did you like the song from Final Fantasy because you liked the game, or was it the
other way around, that the music itself interested you?

It was the music, because it was my first Final Fantasy, so I didn't know that I liked the
game yet. [. . .] The music was the first thing that jumped out at me about Final
Fantasy, that's what made it unique. I've probably beaten about 70 console RPGs by
this point in my life, and still I've never found a series with music that inspires me the
way Final Fantasy can.

Did you base your cosplay character on the first game you played?

No, because I'm actually cosplaying Squall from Final Fantasy VIII, which I played
much later. With Final Fantasy IV, the sprites in the game are almost unrecognizable
in terms of what they're actually wearing. It would be very difficult to make a costume. If
you had enough skill to make a costume based on that, you wouldn't be me, because I
have no skill at making costumes.

The reason I chose this costume, is that when I began to do this, I decided I was going
to do more than just sit up there with a suit and tie and play the piano. I wanted to
express some of my pride in where I began, which was Final Fantasy, the series that
got me into this. As far as the choice of character, it was a pragmatic decision, I have
no craftsmanship, and this was the only costume I could make, so I chose Final
Fantasy VIII and the lead character Squall, and made that my show.

What's your favorite Final Fantasy?

Final Fantasy X. I'm not a graphics buff, that's not why I play the games, I play it for the
plot -- and Final Fantasy VII may have had a better plot -- but the ability of the graphics
to convey facial expressions and emotions that you could see on the characters, like
crying -- that brought you into the game more because it was a total experience, and I
found that I got into the character personas more in that game than anything else. That
pushed it over the edge for me. Plus, master Uematsu did a phenomenal job on that
score, as always, and I've enjoyed playing many pieces from Final Fantasy X.

Since you've been interested in video game music for such a long time, how would you
say the music in games has evolved over that time?

This is a great question. Over all, obviously technologically there are more possibilities
in newer consoles. For example, if you listen to the music of Megaman, you have
phenomenal melodies, right? But you're limited from being able to use real
instruments. So what you're hearing is this awesome MIDI. Newer consoles give us the
ability to create orchestral scores. For example: Dragon Warrior VIII, where the entire
game is performed by an orchestra. I think that's phenomenal. An orchestra performing
a soundtrack will really bring you into it.
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I don't think, however, that just because the instrumentation and technology is better
that the music is better. The core melodies, and the way the earlier stuff is composed, I
think is just as powerful as some of this later stuff, and it's certainly just as arrange-able
for piano.

You do your own arrangements. What are some of the challenges in arranging these
songs that were originally on a console for the piano?

The biggest challenge is the instrumentation. Sometimes it's figuring out which
instruments you want to put in. You only have two hands, and one hand is taken by the
melody line, so you have to do something with the left hand. It's never going to be just
like the orchestra, or just like you heard it in the game. I consider it a creative
challenge, because I get to bring in other influences.

For example, I'm a big fan of Scott Joplin, a very famous Ragtime composer, actually
credited as being the father of Ragtime music. So in a lot of my arrangements I will
incorporate a left hand, as he would have, into the melody line. Or I'll incorporate
something from a classical piece that I like. The harmony doesn't always have to
exactly line up with the video game. But I try to keep the melody as consistent as
possible, and that's usually easy, because if the piece is memorable that means you
can probably sing it. And if you can hear the melody line you can play it.

You also publish your arrangements on your web site for people to download. What
kind of response have you gotten to that? Have people performed your arrangements?

They have. It's funny, I publish my arrangements for free, so people download and
learn them. They've been downloaded thousands of times, and it's very rewarding for
me. It takes a very long time to write out what I'm hearing into the sheet music, and I
like seeing that people are downloading it, and watching videos online of people
performing the arrangement that I made, or seeing someone at a convention sitting
down at a piano playing that piece. And I come up behind them and I say, "That's
awfully familiar, I really like that arrangement. I gotta tell you, you did a great job on the
left hand."

It's very rewarding. What more does a performer want than to be able to get their work
out there and see other people enjoying it? That is, to me, the purpose of this. I have
25 arrangements on my site and I'm always working on more.

Do you have a favorite?

My best arrangement? I did a pretty good job on Time Scar, by Yasunori Mitsuda, the
opening theme to Chrono Cross. And I'm still writing it out. I've been getting emails
from people in Sweden who are like, "We've watched your video, where's the sheet
music?"

Is this your first time to Seattle?

Yes, this will be my 20th concert, but my first one on the West Coast.

How did your piano teacher feel about you wanting to play video game music?

Probably the reason I'm still playing the piano today is that she was extremely
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supportive of what I wanted to study. We worked on a video game repertoire. I guess it
was non-traditional. But I'm still playing today and enjoying it, whereas I know many
people who were forced to play things they didn't want to play, who just quit. So I'm
very happy that she was a supportive teacher.

What would you tell someone who is just starting out who wants to start performing?

You know what I did? I took my keyboard and put it on my back, and got on a train, and
went to the nearest convention, set it up in the hallway and just started playing. And
that was about three years ago. I'd just play for anybody who would listen.

People would talk about it at the convention, and post about it on the forums: "Oh did
you see that nerdy guy in black leather pants, playing the piano?" It starts to come up
more and more, and eventually the convention organizers come to recognize that
maybe it is something they want to include in the program.

So I'd encourage people to just get out there and perform in venues where people are
into that kind of music. This is a fan-driven industry, and if the fans like it, they will put
you in the program. That's where it starts, with getting out there and meeting other
people who love what you do, and performing for them.

[Inaudible question from the back of the room about a previous convention.]

. . . Video game music is unique in that it is always attached to visual imagery. So
when you hear the music, all the emotions of the scene where it was once heard come
back to you. And that's why people get so excited about it. It's like, not only do I
remember that melody, but I also remember the character associated with it, and the
scene where it was heard.

That's what makes it a different experience for someone who has never played the
game. I can play Aeris' theme for somebody who has never played Final Fantasy VII,
and they go "that's a pretty song." But the person next to them could be crying
uncontrollably, because all they can remember is that scene. So it can definitely elicit a
heightened response. It's the same with movie music, because you hear the Star Wars
theme and you think, oh, I remember that feeling.

Is there anything on the marketing side of EA games that you can share with us?

My job isn't particularly in sales, my main responsibility is to use statistics to figure out
how many units of the product we're going to sell before we launch. I'm an adviser to
the head of the sales team when we're planning our inventory, and part of that job is a
lot of research about games. I have to learn about the market and the consumers and
gauge interest, and look at a whole bunch of metrics.

That's all well and good, but then when the day is over I get to go home and write
video game music, because I met a producer who is making a new game, and he's
interested in getting some music from me.

Have you checked out the gaming level at the convention, and what do you think?

The video game room? Of course! I'm a big DDR [Dance Dance Revolution] fan.

Any plans to do arrangements for instruments other than the piano?
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No, not really. I started doing the arrangements because I play piano, and I don't play
any other instruments. I tried the guitar once, but found it was better suited as a blunt
object. But I do take it outside of conventions. I use the music for charity work quite
often. I've raised money for cancer research, for multiple sclerosis research, food
drives, for literacy programs.

There are college campuses out there looking to put together a fund-raiser, and they're
an anime club, and who are they going to bring in to do a concert? Well there aren't
that many choices out there, so I get a call. For example, I just did a concert in
Baltimore, for the Multiple Sclerosis Society, the Maryland Food Bank, and Baltimore
Reads, which is a literacy program where you donate books and they are distributed to
inner city children to learn to read. I've been doing this show for a few years now, and
the concert is publicized in the newspaper and it's open to the general public, not a
convention environment. So we're getting people that are local, that are into
conventions, and then we're getting their parents, and then we're getting senior citizens
who see that there is a piano concert and just want to check out what's going on.
They're always the most interesting, they're like, "uh, what is this? I like this."

Getting the general public exposed to video game music, it just helps that I'm dressed
up as a character. They don't know what I'm trying to do with this design.

"Is he a biker?"

Yeah, "is he a biker, is he a rock star?" Or animal activists? Oh, I've gotten that before.
[Points to the imitation fur collar on his jacket.] I've gotten PETA business cards.
"That's not real is it?" I say, "actually it's $5 synthetic rabbit fur." They're like, "Just
checking. We would have had to spray you."

You've been playing Magic: The Gathering for years, what's your favorite one?

My favorite Magic card? This is a new question I've never gotten at a press interview.
My favorite Magic card is a black swamp. Mana, there's an answer for you. My favorite
card is a swamp, because it allows you to do other things. No, actually my favorite card
is two blue mana, so I can counterspell. There you go, write it down. Two blue mana,
so I can counterspell. Oh God, that was a nerdy answer.

I read on your blog that until recently, most of your coworkers did not know that you did
this. Can you talk about that a little bit?

I did a little performance, a five or ten minute thing, at EA for my team, and I played
very popular music. Because you'd be surprised, even though it's a video game
company, not everyone there plays video games, especially on the business side.

So I brought my keyboard, I dressed up in full costume of course, and I told them "yes,
you probably already thought I was very weird, well now I'm going to show you that you
were absolutely right. I am weird, and when I'm not doing financial forecasting, or
composing video game music for our products, I dress up like a video game character
and I perform video game music. This is what I enjoy doing in my free time, and I
wanted to share some of it with you."

So I played some Mario Brothers, some Tetris for them, and they just flipped out, they
just loved it. So we're going to be organizing another concert at EA.
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Thank you for coming.

Thank you for having me.

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


Archived Entry - 04/01/2006: "Interview with Michael Gluck"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000559.htm[4/27/2019 3:13:19 PM]

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 03/28/2006: "Anime review: Starship Operators, Vol. 2 - "Memories" (DVD)"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000558.htm[4/27/2019 3:13:22 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Comic review: Innocents #1"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Interview with
Michael Gluck"]

03/28/2006 Archived Entry: "Anime review: Starship
Operators, Vol. 2 - "Memories" (DVD)"

Starship Operators, Vol. 02 - "Memories" (DVD)
Geneon

Review by Tom Good

"Viewers are going to get bored if all they see is empty space,"
says the embedded reporter on the starship Amaterasu, trying to
convince her producer of the need for a planetside visit. "...
audience ratings on Shu are the highest of any of the planetary
nations, right? Besides, reporting on the welcoming ceremony is
so news." Soon the starship crew, who sold the rights to their
story to a reality show (for more background, see my review of

Vol. 1), heads for the planet's surface. But the change of scenery does not change the
fact that the Amaterasu is at war, and their enemy "The Kingdom" promptly declares
war on Shu. Now more than ratings will be at stake as the crew struggles with another
a tricky situation.

In this volume, Starship Operators keeps up its wry humor about the media. One of the
girls discovers that her image has been used without her knowledge in a tacky ad for
an "exercise in 5 minutes a day" fitness product. They all grumble about this, but
realize they have no choice about it because of the wording in their contracts. And a
comment like "viewers will get bored if all they see is empty space" works on multiple
levels. It points out how a news show's quest for ratings can influence the objectivity of
its reporting, and even alter the very story being covered. But at the same time, it could
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just as well refer to the Starship Operators show itself, and how it needs to hold
viewers' interest just as much as the "reality show" does. So why not invent a reason to
show some pretty visuals from a new location? The clever, layered humor makes the
show worthy of repeat viewings.

In the space combat scenes, the show breaks with a typical convention of the genre by
showing engagements across extremely long distances. Many science fiction shows
compose dramatic visuals by putting two opposing ships at very close range, so they
can both appear in the frame at the same time. This looks nice, but it makes a space
battle feel kind of like a dogfight between World War I biplanes, which is hard to accept
as realistic. Even today we have air-to-air missiles that can be fired from miles away,
so it seems strange to think that long-range combat would be less important in the
future. But Starship Operators shows impressive-looking beam weapons firing across
vast expanses of space, from far beyond visual range, and this makes the weapons
seem more frightening. I really like this approach, just as I like the zero-gravity ship
interiors.

The show makes interesting use of retro elements, not only in the look of the uniforms,
but in the dialogue as well. The officers use traditional naval terminology, and even talk
about "sinking" enemy ships, though in space there would be nowhere for them to
"sink." This has a certain charm to it -- after all, we still use expressions like "dialing a
number" even though telephones no longer have rotary dials. And one of the battles
involves the fact that one ship cannot turn around fast enough to intercept another.
This may or may not be justifiable in terms of spacecraft physics, but it felt more like a
throwback reference to the type of naval maneuvers that occur on the oceans of Earth.

I do not want to give away any more of the plot, and in fact I recommend not even
reading the back of the box until you have watched the DVD, because the summary
does contain spoilers. But I will say that in addition to humor, the show contains
political intrigues, difficult decisions, and quite a bit of suspense. Starship Operators is
shaping up to be one of my favorite new shows.
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The Innocents #1
Written and illustrated by Gipi
Fantagraphics Books
32pp
Published in 2005

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

The Innocents #1 is the third release from the Ignatz series, a
small imprint featuring an international group of comic artists.

Edited and produced by cartoonist Igort, the collection seeks to
bridge the gap between American style funnybooks and high brow European graphic
novels. I am fully in favor of this, as I love the thick paper stock the series is printed on,
love the two-toned color scheme, love the sexy book jackets. I even love the saddle
stitching right down the center.

The Innocents #1 was written and illustrated by Italian artist Gipi (born Gian Alfonso
Pacinotti) an illustrator for the Italian paper La Repubblica. In my research about the
author, I managed to find his blog (www.bacidallaprovincia.com ). If you read Italian,
you're in luck, and all his secrets are yours, to be quietly treasured with just Gipi, you,
and the millions of other Italian-speaking people across the globe. However, if, like me,
you don't, you'll just have to be content with this little self-portrait I found when I was
visiting of the artist trapped in an airplane.
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The airplane doodle is somewhat similiar
to some of the illustrations in the book,
actually. The story, the first in the
serialization, opens with two passengers
in a car, brooming (the noise the car
makes) down the road to an as yet
unknown destination. Gil, the driver, is
travelling with his young nephew Andrea.
Although Gil, a reformed juvenile

delinquent, had planned on taking the boy to "Funfair" that day, a phone call from one
of his old gang abruptly waylays their plans, and their destination changes to an
isolated beach to meet his old friend Valerio. To pass the time, Gil tells Andrea the
story of his and Valerio's friendship, and how it was cruelly destroyed by two rogue
police officers taking out their aggressions by abusing Gil's once-gentle friend. When
the pair are finally reunited after a nearly two-decades-long separation, things
suddenly begin to spiral dangerously out of Gil's control.

The present day scenes are drawn in a dreamy, pleasant, semi-realistic form, looking
lush and rich even for the black and white ink. When Gil begins to tell the story of his
youth, the illustrations begin to become crudely drawn, representing the fading,
uncertain lines of memory.

The Innocents seems to be a fairly straightforward tale of love, friendship, and revenge,
but is so far well-told and beautifully illustrated, with pointed attention paid to the
relationships between the characters, accenting perfectly the points of affection and
tension between the three.

If you're developing an interest in comic books and graphic novels, you can't ask for a
better starting point than the books in the Ignatz series. The beautiful packaging and
the highly talented writers and illustrators in the collective are perfect for comic book
afficionados and newbies alike.
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Deep, Dark and Dangerous
By Jaid Black
Trade Paperback Original published by Pocket Books, 2006

Review by R. A. Landow

I enjoyed the romanticism of the general setting; Snow, ice and
winter frost seem to be representative of a certain purity and
freshness. This provided a beautiful atmosphere for the
beginnings of a love story.

There was also a good use of character contrast; the materialistic
Madelyn as opposed to the nonconformist survivalist Drake. It

worked well, sort of reminded me of a "Xena" and "Gabrielle" type of pairing.

Otar's character was well defined. He came across as being more civilized than many
men from the so-called civilization of the upper world. He represented honesty, love
and a system of balanced ethics---the most honorable ideals of life in any society. He
was able to sympathize with Madelyn's aversion to forced confinement; however, he
was bound by the tribal rules and traditions, which protected himself, his civilization and
his family. Thus Otar must learn to "toe a fine line." Given the limited resources that he
had to work with, he did a good job in maintaining a sense of balance. The conflict that
he experienced could be representative of the trials of any newly forming civilization or
religion.
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Otar's promise not to sexually force himself upon his new bride was absolutely
touching. He was determined to control his passions until his bride was ready to give
herself willingly to him. This defined the truest depths of love. Wonderfully done!

Good use of the "Taming Of the Shrew" ("Shrewd") analogy on page 7, ironic
foreshadowing of the direction of the plot as the story developed. Both characters draw
a romantic reference to the same movie, "Song Of The Viking." I love the
sentimentalism. (Pages 19, 20 and 31.)

Good use of humor on page 25, in which the girls try to milk a male goat. Good "fish
out of water" analogy. Hilarious!

Sexual scenes were not "rushed into." A plot line was developed in which the main
characters were able to gradually acclimate to their sexual roles. The context for the
coupling was well described, appealing, sensually gratifying and very well outlined.

I have a question: Are the other books in this series, "Hunter's Right" and "Tie Me Up,
Tie Me Down," intended to be prequels to this novel? Is there knowledge revealed in
the aforementioned novels that is necessary for the reader to have in order to
adequately understand "Deep, Dark and Dangerous?" If such is the case, it would have
been helpful if a summary of the main points of each book would have been presented
somewhere in the introduction. In that way, readers who have not read the first two
novels would have had a better understanding of the plot line of the third novel. I made
this observation because I felt that within the described Viking civilization, there were
many missing pieces to the puzzle which were never filled in.

For instance, take Page 13, an issue that stretches the believability quotient. Why
would a girl who went through such great pains to get away from society's comforts
and luxuries tote her $70,000 bed halfway across the Pacific?

Pages 19 and 67: computer-generated voices and elevators in an old world Viking
society? I don't think so.

Pages 94 and 95: description of the "auction block," a practice in which uncommitted
women get auctioned off to the highest bidder. This society's first and foremost
purpose should be to preserve and propagate its' race, given the limited number of
available women. In such a scenario, it is logical to believe that the most virile men
would be given preference to the women. Physical strength was usually associated
with the ability to impregnate a female and bear healthy children (whether correct or
not, such was a belief was commonly held in the context of underdeveloped cultures.)
Money and land ownership would not be a determining factor in determining survival of
the fittest. If a situation develops in which more than one man claims a certain women,
it is reasonable to assume that the men would "fight it out" and the survivor would win
the privilege of taking the woman of his choice.

Declaration of Hunter's Right, page 97--no ring, no family bond, no formal ceremony
and no witnesses. No wedding band, family tie or public declaration to signify that one
woman is bound to one specific man. In a society in which women are in such short
supply, I would think that such would be necessary to protect the bride and to preserve
the family rights of the groom.

There is also a "class" system in this civilization. Women of the so-called lower classes
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are considered as being too low in the social order to be worthy of marriage (Page
133). Now, get with the program, people! There is a shortage of women in your
society! You need to marry and propagate, so that your civilization won't die out! The
philosophy of being concerned with proper social class in such a context defies
believability. Likewise, why is kidnapping unwilling women from the overground world
considered a better alternative to choosing those from your own town whose only fault
is being born into a poor family? The whole thing just doesn't make sense!

In such a xenophobic society, in which even a camera from the upper world is highly
forbidden and must be destroyed at all costs, measure such against the threat of "racial
contamination" from the "repulsive overworlders." Something just doesn't seem to
balance.

Pages 108, 142 and 143: The barbaric treatment of women who were considered as
unfit for marriage (those of the lower classes) is unrealistic, unbelievable and horribly
cruel, especially in the context of such a society. They were required to dress like
"playboy bunnies," when they walked out in the street, wearing outfits that left little to
the imagination, thus tempting any male passerby to humiliate them. The women who
choose to "work" for a living had an even worse deal. They had to parade themselves
nakedly in a bar to service the drunken men who did all sorts of disgusting things to
them, just so that they could earn a few coins to support themselves. Now, think about
it, even putting standards of morality, decency and respectability aside, would not there
be a fear that these women might someday be needed to help produce and raise
healthy families? It's not like there were that many women to choose from. So, if even
one woman dies as a result of being physically abused or as a victim of some type of
venereal disease, the whole civilization is hurt as well. So, one would think that in such
a scenario as the author describes, men would go out of their way to care for and
protect women rather than abuse them.

The problem of how the women are forced to support themselves during wartime is
completely irrational. The author describes Madelyn, her sister and her sister-in-law as
being forced to put on a striptease show in order to raise enough money for bread and
water while the men are away at war. Unrealistic--History would tell you that in most
civilizations during wartime, when the men were away overseas, the women were able
to step into their jobs. Many had the first real chance to gain any type of work
experience, thus being able to reap one of the few benefits of being a wartime bride.
So, logic would tell us that the necessity for wartime women to work in a strip club was
indeed completely unrealistic.

The contrast between the Genetics Lab and The Underground Civilization: I believe
that the author was trying to make the point that there were aspects of the Overworld
which were much crueler and barbaric as compared to the Viking Civilization. Using the
example of a Genetics Lab just doesn't work for me. Many contend that Genetics
Research has done many good things to improve society. Some couples who struggle
for years to have a child of a chosen gender would welcome the opportunity to choose
the sex of their offspring. It's true that argument could be made from the opposite
perspective as well. (Who are we to meddle with the intent of God and nature?)
However, the barbarism of kidnapping a woman and forcing her to become a part of
your society to maintain the gender balance seems to be a more unfavorable
alternative to me than the aforementioned controversial aspects of Genetics Research.
It just doesn't work for me. If the author wished to convey a horrible enough contrast to
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the Viking Society, a type of institution such as the Nazi concentration camps would do
nicely.

Conclusion: in general, although I interjected several notes of criticism, I enjoyed this
novel. It held my interest. The "rough spots" that I've outlined may need a little bit of
smoothing out. However, I found the storyline to be lively, entertaining and even
touching at certain points. Over-all Grade: B-
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Wizard World LA 2006
Los Angeles Convention Center

Report by Ginger Mayerson

So, okay, I wasn't going to go. Okay, then WW
moved it from Long Beach to downtown LA. Okay, so
I decided to fill out the press forms and go, but press
registration link from the main page didn't work. I

sent an email, saying I was trying to get to that page, and got an email back saying
there'd be a press pass waiting for me at the convention. Wow, I thought, thank you,
Wizard World LA! Why isn't everything this easy?

So, Saturday morning I wander down to the Los Angeles Convention center. This is
much easier for me than Long Beach, and the two years I went to LB, the police closed
the part of the freeway that goes directly to the Convention Center. I think the freeway
was closed because it was the same weekend as the LB Grand Prix race. Anyway, I
got to see more of LB than I wanted to, but eventually got there.

But LA is my town, so I had to problem getting to the CC. Parking at the CC is $10, but
it's easy. Press pass, check. I'm goin' in. The first thing that stuck me was that there
was carpet on the floor, not installed, just huge pieces of low low pile black shag on the
floor. They must throw this carpet away after every convention. As at LB, the PA
announcements are LOUD, but, unlike LB, due to the size of the room, are impossible
to understand. I did hear the word "Funimation" and the word "upstairs" so I decided to

http://www.wizarduniverse.com/conventions/la.cfm
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.wizarduniverse.com/conventions/la.cfm
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investigate. They distribute "Fullmetal Alchemist," which I'm trying very hard not to like
very much.

The Funimation panel was on a motion capture feature film (from a series [I think])
called "Tony Hawk, Boom Boom Sabotage" in which skater punk extraordinaire Tony is
kidnapped for some reason by circus freaks and has to be rescued by skater punks.
Should be a big hit with both groups. The demonstration of how they capture the
motion was very interesting. However, I was lost in a tidal wave of nostalgia; you see,
in the mid-late-70s, my little brother was doing the skater thing. I those days they
skated in empty swimming pools, and then in these concrete valley skate park thingys,
and being a good sister, I went out and took pictures of him and his pals skating (and
falling down, but those pictures were suppressed). So, I was shocked to see what a big
business the whole skater thing had become. I thought the skater thing had gone the
way of the Betamax, Gunny Sax dresses and Leonid Brezhnev. I thought all the skater
stuff was just those kids falling down in deserted shopping courtyards; I had no idea
that at this point in history it was even possible that there was even such a thing as
famous skaters out there. I admit I don't get out much, and this might be why.

But it was interesting and the guys I talked to afterwards at the Funimation table were
totally nice. They were Ben Burden Smith, the Story and Skate Producer, and Casey
Kwan, the Production Design/CG Supervisor. I'm supposed to "get in touch" and might
write more, depending on what they send me to write about.

I like any kind of animation if it's well done or has soul. I even own a copy of "The
Incredibles," and I think this "Tony Hawk" thing might be highly watchable, if only for
the technique. Based on the teasers I saw, I think I'd enjoy the visuals, but might end
up rooting for the circus freaks.

I never actually got to the Wayans Brothers' panel that I wanted to attend because it
never started. Or maybe it started after I got bored and wandered off. They're doing
some kind of comic; I looked at it and decided it was nice, but not $4 worth of nice.

I was starving so I got a $6 cheesburger (no fries) and a $2 bottle of water. The other
option was greasy pizza, also overpriced. I wonder if it would kill the convention center
to have a stir-fry and sushi place; they'd certainly get my business. I'm just not tough
enough to eat convention food anymore.

On the exhibitors floor, I ran into the fabulous Mike Wellman of Atomic Basement. I
hadn't seen him since APE 2005 and WW LA 2005 before that. He's busy as usual; he
has a new Mac Afro comic in the works and is teamed up with Brad Rader (they
worked on TEX together) at DotNewsMagazine for another political comic, oh,
somewhere on the site. It's always great to see Mike, he's always so cheerful and wry
at the same time; it's amazing.

I looked around the floor a little more, but it was crowded and nothing really caught my
eye. The guys at the Press desk said they moved to LA from LB because they outgrew
LB. I wonder; they had the gamers in with the exhibitors and still didn't fill the one hall
they had in the South Hall (there was a home show in the other hall [hey, skater punks
vs. circus freaks, why not interior decorators vs. fanboys? Well, someone has to think
these thoughts]).

So, then I went home and later went to an art opening where none of the work was

http://atomicbasement.com/
http://hackenbush.org/hackenblog/blogives/00001588.htm
http://dotnewsmagazine.com/
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labeled. Thank God William Roper paints good pictures and signs them. They were the
best things in the show, except maybe the guy playing a brandy snifter glass
harmonica. The rest of it, I really didn't understand, especially the polyurethane
sculptures made, sorry, cast in bunt cake pans and jello molds. They were unsigned or
I'd do a web search and try to figure them out. Okay, I wouldn't, but I can't, so there.

Sunday, I drove way around the LA Marathon route to get to the convention center.
Those Wizard World boys can't catch a break in So Cal: in LB the Grand Prix messed
up the access; in LA it's the Marathon that closes most of downtown north of the CC.
Now, this is my town, but even I got a little lost going south on Alameda, to Pico, no
Pico doesn't go through, must use Washington, wow, that's where LA Trade Tech is,
where the hell am I? Well, I got there, and I watched "Lupin the Third: Missed by a
Dollar," which was pretty good. This greed head chick corners the market on oil
production and decides to start a war, not kidding, but there's some magic amulet
involved, which didn't make a lot of sense, but there was a monk with a sword and gun
guy, Lupin was pretty annoying; I think the 12-year old set would love it. Funimation
again; they were the only anime publisher/company I saw at WW LA. I think it would
behoove the WW organization to get more of these anime and manga companies to
come on board for LA; they certainly have room, and they'd get a bigger, wackier
crowd. I know Digital Manga Publisher and TOKOYOPOP have operations in LA and
would liven things up if they were at WW LA.

After "Lupin..." I wandered through the exhibit hall again, hoping in the seriously
thinned crowd I'd see something, I dunno, exciting! Or something. I was looking for
Mike Wellman because I wanted to ask him how the show in LA compared with the
previous years in LB. He liked LB better because there was nightlife and he'd go out
with whomever after the show. In LA, he just goes home. He also mentioned the
overloud incomprehensible PA announcements and the quarter empty exhibit hall.
Mike said the crowd was as good as ever, though, and that's the main reason he does
this con.

Mike introduced me to Anna Warren Boersig of Illusive Arts Entertainment in the booth
next to his. Her firm produces, among other things, a fumetti cartoon called "Dorothy."
No, I have no idea what it's about; someone named Dorothy, I suppose. Anyway, Anna
is a lovely person and a WW LA veteran. She had the same issues as Mike about the
lack of restaurants or coffee places outside and around the convention center (it's true,
it's a kind of wasteland out there on South Fig [they are building a hotel entertainment
complex near the Staples Center, but that will just make the traffic situation even more
of a nightmare for the poor devils who have to drive through there]). She said service
was fabulous at the con hotel, the Holiday Inn, but had had some difficulty booking for
the con and wished WW had been a little more organized about the hotel aspect. She
also wished the loading situation was easier, but in my admittedly limited con
experience, I've heard that from nearly everyone at every con I've been to, except APE;
the APE machine seems to work well for some reason (because it's small? Hm). Anna
thought the layout of the exhibit hall could have been better arranged. She felt that
there was synergy between Artist Alley and the Small Presses and that if they were
closer to each other, they could feed off each other's mojo. I don't disagree; I didn't see
the point of having the dealers clustered in the middle of the hall either. And Spike TV,
turn it down before you get WW class-action sued for damaging attendees' hearing.
Anna had some other observations, but they elude me now. Both she and Mike didn't
feel that the con had really grown in exhibitors or attendance. I couldn't really tell; last

http://illusivearts.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fumetti
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year the gamers were in a different hall in LB and the comics exhibitors didn't fill the
hall they were in either. I dunno, seemed like the dealers outnumbered everyone else
this year.

While I was talking to Anna, a lady dressed as a princess (I think) joined us. She's a
friend of Anna's and her costume made me realize that hardly anyone was in costume
at WW LA. Why is that? There were a few Imperial Storm Troopers, a Thing, and this
princess lady, and that was all I saw. I think the lack of costumes is a symptom of
what's wrong with WW LA; it's not a playful con. People in costume are fun to look at
and to watch how much fun they're having. WW LA has the comic book store vibe;
gamers and fanboys welcome, everyone else is on their own.

Now, I have nothing against gamers and fanboys if they have nice manners and are
well-groomed and vote Democrat, but WW LA organizers could you at least get some
manga publishers (yes, and yaoi manga, too) for diversity and so the rest of us can feel
more welcome? And toys! And more small presses because there isn't anything like
SPX on the west coast and APE seems to be in decline. And locate the dealers on the
other side of the gamers because people looking for vintage comics are very different
cats from those looking for new work. And what about an adults only section? You can
put it upstairs to control access if you don't want it where the kiddies might stumble in
and get an eyeful. Hey, No Minors Allowed.

I don't know what WW LA can do about the nightlife, unless you can somehow have a
cabaret in the CC on Friday and Saturday nights. That strip of south Figueroa is so
deserted at night, it's not the safest place to be roaming around after dark. Even for an
LA woman like me.

And speaking of women, I don't have numbers, but I think there were fewer women at
this WW LA than the one before and the one before that. I dunno, there are things I
like about WW LA, which is why I keep going, but I think it could be a little more
interesting for me if there were more publishers, large and small, and Artist Alley didn't
look quite so desolate. Oh well.

Will I go next year? Probably.
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Doki Doki High School, Volume 1
English language version produced by Geneon

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

A high school is perhaps anime's most commonly used setting.
For situations dramatic, romantic, or horrific, most anime
characters will spend at least a little time inside a classroom.
Despite the familiarity of the setting, Doki Doki High School will
probably manage to surprise most viewers and leave them trying
to picture the target audience for this show.

The story's premise is interesting. This is one of the very few anime series with a high
school setting that features the teacher as the main character. Our heroine is Mika
Suzuki, an unmarried 27 year-old who still lives at home with her parents. She stands
only 4' 10" and looks like a little girl. Although it's difficult to believe that in this day and
age there are still classroom situations that weren't already old and tired when our Miss
Brooks was still in braids, the teacher-who-looks-younger-than-her-students scenario
hasn't been completely strip-mined yet. Lots of potential for dramatic, and comedic
tension there, I think. (So if you're a would-be WB exec looking to create the next
Beverly Hills 90210 clone!) Doki Doki High School, as anime frequently does, takes an
interesting idea and goes totally oddball with it. Forget The Breakfast Club style melo-
trauma. Doki Doki High School is as zany as Jim Carey on a unicycle in a monkey
costume.
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The art style is childish, but some of the students' personalities might strike a U.S.
audience as being boldly adult. The class includes: a dumb jock, a vain rich girl, a
shop-a-holic, a guy who looks like a middle-aged man, an obsessed anime fanboy, a
boy-band obsessed girl, a lesbian in love with the teacher, a gay male student in love
with the jock, and a cross-dressing narcissist.

Done in a color palette so bold and simple that it would make Crayola blush, Doki Doki
High School has a strong manga feel to it. It's a veritable smorgasbord of anime
iconography. Eyes sparkle, noses bleed, tears stream, backgrounds go patterned, and
characters go chiba all at the drop of a hat. The animators aren't even afraid to drop in
text as explanations or sound effects. One begins to expect speech balloons start
popping up. The cuts between scenes are fast and frenetic, contributing greatly to the
general air of zany-ness.

Unfortunately, the writing contributes less. Doki Doki High School's jokes are very hit or
miss, mostly miss if you don't think there's something instantly and inherently hilarious
about boys who like to dress like girls. I did like the way the first episode quickly
identified each member of the large cast in a vignette that memorably encapsulated his
or her outstanding characteristics, but regrettably that was about all the character
development that took place in the episodes collected on this DVD. Doki Doki High
School doesn't have much of a sustained plot line. Episodes are built around events in
the Japanese school year. There's a Summer Festival episode, a physical exams
episode, a beginning of the term episode, etc. Characters and their relationships don't
change much, so this ultimately means that you're just seeing basically the same jokes
in a variety of settings. And if you didn't laugh the first time!

As often happens with DVD compilations of animation series, our package of extras is
thin. They give us two versions of the opening, previews for other videos, and a list of
credits for the DVD. Yet another example of the producer interpreting "extras" to
connote not bonus material that's a treat for the fans, but merely non-episode material
that needed to go somewhere.

Conclusion
As you can tell, Doki Doki High School was not quite what I wanted it to be. However it
is a slickly-produced, high energy series with an original twist on a well-worn genre. If
you're looking for a tonic to those Boston Public blues, then look no further.
The art style is childish, but some of the students' personalities might strike a U.S.
audience as being boldly adult. The class includes: a dumb jock, a vain rich girl, a
shop-a-holic, a guy who looks like a middle-aged man, an obsessed anime fanboy, a
boy-band obsessed girl, a lesbian in love with the teacher, a gay male student in love
with the jock, and a cross-dressing narcissist.

Done in a color palette so bold and simple that it would make Crayola blush, Doki Doki
High School has a strong manga feel to it. It's a veritable smorgasbord of anime
iconography. Eyes sparkle, noses bleed, tears stream, backgrounds go patterned, and
characters go chiba all at the drop of a hat. The animators aren't even afraid to drop in
text as explanations or sound effects. One begins to expect speech balloons start
popping up. The cuts between scenes are fast and frenetic, contributing greatly to the
general air of zany-ness.

Unfortunately, the writing contributes less. Doki Doki High School's jokes are very hit or
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miss, mostly miss if you don't think there's something instantly and inherently hilarious
about boys who like to dress like girls. I did like the way the first episode quickly
identified each member of the large cast in a vignette that memorably encapsulated his
or her outstanding characteristics, but regrettably that was about all the character
development that took place in the episodes collected on this DVD. Doki Doki High
School doesn't have much of a sustained plot line. Episodes are built around events in
the Japanese school year. There's a Summer Festival episode, a physical exams
episode, a beginning of the term episode, etc. Characters and their relationships don't
change much, so this ultimately means that you're just seeing basically the same jokes
in a variety of settings. And if you didn't laugh the first time!

As often happens with DVD compilations of animation series, our package of extras is
thin. They give us two versions of the opening, previews for other videos, and a list of
credits for the DVD. Yet another example of the producer interpreting "extras" to
connote not bonus material that's a treat for the fans, but merely non-episode material
that needed to go somewhere.

Conclusion
As you can tell, Doki Doki High School was not quite what I wanted it to be. However it
is a slickly-produced, high energy series with an original twist on a well-worn genre. If
you're looking for a tonic to those Boston Public blues, then look no further.
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Kimagure Orange Road, Volume 1, Volume 2 and Volume 3.
Based on the Comics by Matsumoto Izumi
Distribtured by AnimEigo

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

For me, the most surprising thing about this series is how quaint it
makes the 1980's look. Seeing its schoolgirls in knee-length
skirts and boys in pastels, you'd never know they were making
White Snake videos just across the big pond. My mention of the
Reagan decade should set your radar to buzzing with warnings

that Kimagure Orange Road is an anime oldie-but-goodie. So buckle in, kids. This
review is going to be chocked full of caveats, "taking into considerations" and
"appreciating the legacy of this series" type comments.

Artwork
Thus saying, let me get this out of the way first, the art is nothing to write home about.
It was about par for the time period, but looks a little washed out and cardboard-ish by
today's standards. This is not a series that anyone ever watched because they were in
love with the art.

Plot
What fans were (and continue to be) in love with is the story. It's
a charming specimen of the uniquely Japanese ("Mork and Mindy
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and "Sabrina, the Teenaged Witch" aside) Science
Fiction/Romance/Comedy genre. At the center of the story is a
love triangle. Kasuga Kyousuke (new guy in the neighborhood)
falls in love with the mysterious Ayukawa Madoka. Madoka has
the reputation of being a "bad girl" which she demonstrates by
smoking, riding motorcycles, and playing the sax (Like I said,
quaint). It turns out that the two go to the same high school.
Unfortunately, Hiyama Hikaru, Madoka's exuberant best friend
also goes to the same school and immediately falls head over
heels for Kyousuke. Despite his affection for Madoka, his own indecisiveness,
Madoka's mercurial nature, and Hikaru's attractiveness all combine to keep Kyosuke
bouncing back and forth between the two girls.

For me, the trick in getting a love triangle story to succeed is that the author must keep
the viewer/reader similarly invested in all the various possible combinations of would-
be lovers working out. By this standard, Orange Road doesn't quite succeed as well as
some other examples I could name. It's clear in these episodes that Kyousuke and
Madoka are the couple that is meant to be. Hikaru, cute and peppy as she is, functions
merely a romance roadblock. However, the writing, like Hikaru, is cute and peppy. It's
hard not to get caught up in the many near-misses, mistaken intentions, and missed
opportunities of Kyousuke and his lady loves.

The science fiction aspect of this science fiction/romance/comedy
is that Kyousuke, his two junior-high aged sisters, and their father
all have telekinetic powers. With admirable restraint, the author
usually chooses not to let Kyousuke use his powers to machine
ex deus his way out of plot complications. Several episodes
make no reference to the Kasuga family's powers at all.

The word kimagure means "whimsical." That's perhaps the best
way to describe Kimagure Orange Road's appeal. It's a light,
cute, romantic comedy about two people who can't make up their
minds about each other. Kyousuke's telekinesis is one of many
out of the ordinary circumstances that add interest to this

character-driven comedy. It's charming, amiable, a little old-fashioned, and all the other
synonyms I can think to avoid using the word "quaint" again.

Extras
One complaint --There are absolutely no extras on these disks. In one way, this is
understandable because it's been so long since these episodes were made. However,
not even a stinking image gallery? It was an enormously popular series in Japan and
was a favorite among U.S. anime fans in the 1980's. Isn't there anything that could be
said? No liner notes? No info on the artist? Nothing on the U.S. voice actors? C'mon,
AnimEigo, throw us a bone!

Conclusion
Well, in summary, notwithstanding my caveats, taking into consideration the times from
which this series arose, and appreciating its lasting legacy to modern anime series, I
re-confirm Kimagure Orange Road's "goodie" status despite it's "oldie-ness." Sample it
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as a side dish to a Molly Ringwald film buffet or use it as a preparation for your next
Ferris Bueller-type day out!
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Bottle Fairy, Volume 1
English Language version produced by Geneon

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Diabetics beware! Bottle Fairy is so cute and sweet, it's been
scientifically determined that there's more than an 80% chance
it'll make you plotz. If words like "precious" and "adorable" bother
you, turn back now! If you're disturbed by images of characters
with eyes bigger than their hands, read no further!

Still with me? Okay, then Bottle Fairy is a precious little series
starring four adorable little fairies with eyes almost twice the size of their tiny, chiba
hands. (Can't say I didn't warn you!) These miniature moppets live inside the desk
drawer of a teen-aged boy (which sounds a little Michael Jackson to me, but we see
very little of him and are given no explanation as to how or why the fairies came to be
in his desk.)

In each teeny-tiny, ten minute episode, the fairies learn about a different Japanese
celebration or activity associated with the month that appears in the title. There's not
really a plot, just pure cuteness. The fairies start with a comically mistaken idea of what
each holiday connotes. For example, they assume that Golden Week (the time of the
children's festivals) is about collecting gold, so they dress up as pirates. During the
course of the episode, they learn about how each celebration is practiced, but usually
end up with a new, cute, silly misconception.
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A word of warning though, lest you, like me, contemplate giving this DVD to an actual
American child, Japanese standards of age-appropriate content are different than in
the U.S. A few of these episodes contain scenes that might make the child's parents
frown at you. For example, one of the fairies gets drunk in one episode. Another
features a comic skit about a husband cheating on his wife.

The artwork is (wait for it!) cute, sweet, and adorable. The general style is anime-goes-
dollhouse. Everything and everyone is colorful and shiny. Bright primaries are softened
with pastel tones. Although not innovative, Bottle Fairy is easy on the eyes.

Because the episodes are so short, there's a generous half-dozen of them packed
onto this DVD. The selection of extras is skimpy, though, consisting only of non-credit
beginning and ending animations, previews, and DVD credits.

In conclusion, I want to recommend this DVD, but I'm not sure who to recommend it to.
Some of the content may be too mature for the age group for which it was originally
aimed. The information about Japanese customs might be interesting to someone
learning the language, but Bottle Fairy is too cutesy to be appealing to most college
and high-school students. Hmm, let me think! Okay, I've got it. If you're an adult or
teen-aged Hello Kitty fan who wants to learn about Japanese culture, even though you
already know enough about it to get the in-jokes, then this is the series for you! Both of
you! Take your insulin and enjoy!
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Grenuord #1
by Francesca Ghermandi
published by Fantagraphics Books
May, 2005
32pp, b/w

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

After reading Grenuord #1, the first comic in a series of six by
Italian comic book goddess Francesca Ghermandi, I felt like I
needed to tilt my head all the way over to one side and
vigorously shake all the pent-up surrealism out, like a swimmer
does who's trapped water in her ear. Film clips from Brazil,

where Robert DeNiro shows up as a bizarrely menacing repairman, and The Wall,
where Pink cringes irritatingly around for an hour and a half, whining that all the women
in his life are out to get him, a droopy black and white pencil illustrated leading man
that looks like Munsch's The Scream, and the old standby of the futuristic world mired
in fascism-lite and fealty to the Corporate Overlords - it was all there. The only thing
missing were melting clocks, but again, this was only the first issue. We don't want to
use it all up at once.

Francesca Ghermandi is quite the hot ticket in her native Italy. She made her debut in
1985, writing comic strips for The Reporter, and became known in the U.S. through her
works published in American anthologies such as Zero Zero, one of the top comic book
anthologies published in the late 90's. Known for her surreal city landscapes,
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Ghermandi went on to be published in newspapers across Europe, and published
several serial books; Pop 666, Helter Skelter, Indiana Joe, and her most acclaimed
comic, Pastil, the silent Alice-in-Wonderlandish girl with an aspirin for a head.

With Grenuord #1, Ghermandi has added a sort of hard-boiled layer over the top of the
surrealism, spinning out the story of George Henderson, a down-on-his-luck factory
worker/kept man who flees an abusive relationship and runs to Grenuord, a country
who, due to terrorist attacks, has turned into a police state. Like institutionalized
paranoiacs who don't fare well living in a place where they really are being monitored
all the time, Henderson's own growing paranoia only deepens in a country where
everyone seems to have a slightly menacing, unstated agenda. His downstairs
neighbor, (from the illustrations, I can only conclude the part of the neighbor is being
played by the Michelin Man - so nice to see him doing other work!) plucks up, and
makes off with, a toxic crumb from Henderson's basement, and a mysterious,
hallucinatory young hitchhiker demands to be dropped off by the side of the road so
she can float away into a cemetery.

If you are a surrealism superfan, you'll adore Grenuord #1. If you've never had much
exposure to it, you might find there's a lot here to discover. If you're somewhere in
between points A and B, you may find few surprises here.
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DearS, Vol. 3 (DVD)
Geneon

Review by Tom Good

When an anime episode takes place at a bath house or hot
springs resort, you know mayhem is on the way. No anime
character ever visits a bath house, takes a quiet, relaxing,
uneventful bath, and then saunters back home. Rather, an anime
bath house visit always includes "accidental" -- yet mandatory --
ventures into the changing room or bathing area of the opposite
sex, jokes about nudity and the size of various body parts, and

perhaps even contact with aliens or ghosts. Viewers know exactly what to expect as
soon as someone mentions "bath house" or "hot springs," which reduces the chances
that this sort of episode will really succeed. But here in DearS Volume 3, when the
inevitable hot springs chapter arrives, it manages to be funny and entertaining even
though it covers a lot of the traditional ground.

The DearS are a group of beautiful space aliens from a crashed slave ship. Some of
them live with Japanese people in "home-stay" programs, like extra-exotic exchange
students. The DearS girl named Ren lives with a Japanese boy named Takeya, and
she thinks of herself as his slave, though he just wants to be friends. When Ren wins a
local lottery, she gets 4 tickets to a brand new hot springs resort, and takes some
human and alien friends along.
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Takeya's friend Neneko -- the smart, practical girl of the group -- daydreams a steamy
fantasy about a "mixed bathing" session with Takeya. The more obvious route would
have been to put Takeya in a sexy dream sequence with one of the DearS, so this was
a nice choice. Though co-ed mixed bathing does exist at some hot springs in Japan, it
is an unusual exception rather than the rule. I have a feeling that for most real
Japanese high school kids, their chances of bathing nude in public with opposite-sex
classmates would be about equal to their chances of actually piloting giant mecha.

DearS works as a goofy sex comedy for several reasons. First, it has an over-the-top
weirdness that starts right from the opening theme song. Consider the lyrics: hold your
hand / touch and feel / gnaw and taste / through the night. This is not a problem with
the subtitles, because these lyrics are in English in the original. Every time I hear this
song I shudder at the word "gnaw," then burst out laughing. Takeya discovers that his
teacher is marketing her own line of amateur porn videos, and Ren says she "is
watching porn to study Takeya's preferences in the Earthly ways of sex." But when
Ren puts the moves on Takeya, he flees in embarassment.

DearS also features funny English voice acting. Ren's lines are done in a silly, sexy
voice, Neneko comes across as a girl who is mature beyond her years, and the cat-girl
Nia has a cute delivery that seems to grow more amusing with each episode. The
voice acting makes a lot of the situations funnier than they might be from the script and
visuals alone, and it also takes the characters beyond stereotypes to make them seem
more real.

Of course, the subtext of this show is kind of weird. Having the aliens attend school
and reside in home-stay programs makes them perhaps symbolic of foreigners. Seen
that way, the fact that these aliens are mainly interested in sex, food, and serving
Japanese boys as slaves might be a bit troubling. On the other hand, the show does
not depict Japanese people as superior to the DearS. The DearS have special
superhuman powers such as healing, and in terms of behavior everyone in this story --
with the possible exception of Neneko -- is equally wacky and crazy. And though some
of the DearS expect to be slaves like they were on their home planet, none of the
humans want this. It is more a case of mismatched cultural expectations on both sides.

Episode 9 reveals that Neneko crafts costumes for cosplay. Takeya advises her not to
bother wearing sexy clothes because she should leave that for the "hot girls." The
humans and DearS seem capable of learning from each other, so I just wish the DearS
could succeed in teaching Takeya to stop being such a jerk. Even so, I found DearS
Volume 3 to be a funny diversion.
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Insomnia 1
By Matt Broersma
Fantagraphics Books
25 pp
Date published - 2005

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

My husband often accuses me of being a sucker for marketing,
and I have reluctantly come to believe this is true. Nothing else
explains my secret desire - revealed on this web site for the very

first time! - for a Hello, Kitty! toaster. So cute! So pink! Toast with little cat faces on
them! Squeal!

Ahem.

Hey, you know what? Forget I said that.

Let me just say, for whatever reason, I find it delightful when something is as lovely on
the inside as it is on the outside, and this applies very nicely to Matt Broersma’s
Insomnia #1. The first in an ongoing series, Insomnia is one of the first releases from
the Ignatz series, a collection of internationally produced comics that seek to bridge the
divide between what most Americans think of as comics - the thin, mass-produced
pamphlets á la Archie and Jughead - and the more critically accepted graphic novels
such as Art Spiegelman’s Pulitzer Prize-winning Maus or David B’s Epileptic.
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The result is beautiful. Insomnia is printed on thicker, higher quality paper, and at 8 ½“
x 11” is larger than comic book size, and has a fancy book jacket with a gorgeously
moody illustration of a passenger train traveling over a bridge at night. Unlike a graphic
novel, it is saddle-stitched and serialized. Even the price, 7.95, falls carefully in
between comic pamphlet and book.

All that set things off on the right foot with me, and I was pleased to find that the world
Broersma created inside that nifty dust jacket really knocked me out.

It opens with an introductory story, “Four Kings,” animated skeletons sitting at a table in
what looks like a large supply closet, playing poker and swapping stories. The
skeletons look very much like the corpses that are used during Mexico’s Day of the
Dead holiday, and the “Four Kings” story itself, with its creepy bon vivants gently
celebrating the human joys of games and friendship, beautifully captured the spirit of
this unique Indo-Hispanic holiday. It was a perfect open-ended introduction to the main
story, “Eldorado,” which follows the story of Marco Clay, a bartender/con man living in
Mexico to avoid arrest for a crime he committed in the United States. The storyline, as
well as the dialogue, have a very 40’s noir-ish feel to them, and the two-toned
illustrations in shades of cream and blue, assist with the hypnotic atmosphere.

Even though I'm a big fan of wordy comics, I found the stillness of “Eldorado” - pages 7
through 15 have very few panels with any dialogue at all - to be absolutely essential at
capturing so many things; a long journey down American’s interstates through Texas
and into Mexico, a rain storm, and the overarching loneliness of the protagonist were
powerfully conveyed. Even his marital problems spoke volumes just through showing
the reader an unanswered phone call.

There’s so much more in Insomnia #1 that I want to go on and on about. It really fit that
little space inside my head that seemed to be reserved for loving things that blend
surrealism, goth, film noir, and neat-o packaging. So far Insomnia #1 is the only thing
in there. I hope soon I’ll be able to store Insomnia #2 there as well.
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Kaze Hikaru, vol. 1
by Taeko Watanabe
published by VIZ

Review by Tom Good

I rarely read shojo manga, but the cover art for Kaze Hikaru
caught my eye and I decided to give it a try. "Kaze hikaru" means
approximately "the wind is shining," and the winds in question are
the winds of change. The story takes place in 1863, during the
turbulent Bakumatsu period of Japanese history, the same era
that serves as the backdrop for Rurouni Kenshin. But in this
story, a young girl named Tominaga Sei disguises herself as a
boy, and in her male identity "Kamiya Seizaburo," she joins a

group of samurai. These are the "Wolves of Mibu," a group loyal to the shogunate, and
in their ranks Sei hopes for a chance to avenge the murder of her parents.

Like many shojo manga, this one displays a bit of a fascination with male
homosexuality. The Wolves of Mibu rarely have a conversation that does not include
some kind of gay innuendo or flirting, either sincerely or in jest. In fact, when Sei first
arrives, she feels betrayed by the fact that the group seems like nothing more than a
bunch of drunken perverts. Of course, things are not exactly as they first appear, or the
story would not be very interesting. But it is funny that while the guys admire their new
recruit "Seizaburo" as an especially feminine, attractive young boy, they are unwittingly
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developing heterosexual crushes on Sei. Though at times I wondered if this would turn
into a strange, reversed version of The Crying Game, I should point out that there is no
explicit sex in this book, it is all only implied. (The book is rated T for Teen.)

Visually, Kaze Hikaru has a pleasantly retro style. Watanabe draws some of the
characters' facial expressions in a way that reminds me of Osamu Tezuka's art. The
page layouts are straightforward and emphasize the characters' emotions. Sei has
shaved the top of her head to better pass as a boy, which makes her look goofy, but at
the same time this serves as a visual reminder of her dedication. Obviously out of her
element among the samurai, Sei works hard to fit in, help her comrades, and keep her
secret. The story succeeds because Sei is such a sweet, innocent, and instantly
likeable character.

Far from being just a remake of Rurouni Kenshin, this manga crafts its own unique look
at the time period, with its own style and cast of characters. In many ways it seems
more down-to-earth, focusing on human relationships rather than fantasy elements like
giant enemies and superhuman combat abilities. Some of the historical and cultural
terminology here may be unfamiliar to readers, but VIZ has supplied a glossary and a
few footnotes to help explain things. All in all, I liked this book enough to want to read
Volume 2.
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Raisin Pie #4
By: Rick Altergott / Ariel Bordeaux 
Publisher: Fantagraphics Books 
Page Count: 32pp 
Date Published: 2005

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

I feel like I came in a bit late to the party to review Rick Altergott
and Ariel Bordeaux's indie comic Raisin Pie #4, but even being
plopped down in the middle of a couple of plotlines, I found the
stories engaging enough to make me interested in reading the
first three.

The fourth issue of Raisin Pie contains three stories each from the husband and wife
team, Bordeaux leading the way with the first two, "The Pentecostal Pyro" and "The
Wrong Love," and Altergott finishing things up with the more visually complex "Blessed
Be," and two one page panels, "Young Doofus," and super surreal "The Garden
Weasel" on the back cover, an odd little tale that reads like a Kids in the Hall sketch
gone horribly awry.

Bordeaux, illustrating with a style heavily influenced by Ghost World author Daniel
Clowes, somehow manages, despite the sparcity of both prose and picture, to pack an
incredibly complex punch with "The Pentecostal Pyro." The narrator, fire inspector Les
Gibbons, investigates the burning of the public library. Strong circumstantial evidence
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points to Elizabeth Blount, an elderly widow notorious for religious extremism who had
vociferously complained about the library's stocking of a fictional novel that glorified
child rape. While the first half of the story sets up Blount as a First Amendment
opponent, the second half of the tale, structured as a jailhouse interview of Blount in
the "Modern Martyr Gazette," softens the reader's initial view of Blount, revealing that
her sister was a victim of a brutal child rape and offering a more sympathetic reason for
Blount's highly vocal complaints against the novel. In a few short pages, Bordeaux
delves past the surface issues of religious mania and censorship, and dips a toe into
the deeper waters of radical feminism, obliquely suggesting that what is distressing
Blount is actually her growing sense that the public glorification of rape leads to a
dangerous rape culture. Oh, and she has a crazy dream about swords, snakes, and
her naked sister.

"The Wrong Love," the first chapter in a tale of a teenage girl whose passive attempts
to maneuver the boys around her in the name of love backfire somewhat, was
definitely lighter fare. Bordeaux still manages to accurately nail down the wriggling
schemes and general discontent of lovestruck teenage girls who are trying to figure out
how to play by the societal rules that dictate that boys do the asking, and direct their
energies into convincing that special boy into thinking that asking her out was his own
idea.

Once the reins get passed over to Altergott, the tone of the comic shifts considerably.
Unlike Bordeaux's lean presentations, Altergott's illustrations are richly complex with a
heavy R. Crumb flavor - all the women have deep curves stuffed into clothing a size
too small, and all the men give the impression they're wearing dirty underpants, even
when they're fully dressed. The story line revolves around a young girl and her
constantly erect nipples, who come from a good family but are involved with a
disreputable boy who doesn't make an appearance in this issue. Acid-dropping
Satanists hanging out in the woods also factor in somehow, and possibly everything is
connected in someway that I'm not clear on.

Both Bordeaux and Altergott have a lock on middle class vignettes - the strongest part
of this installment of "Blessed Be" was the delving into the relationship between the girl
and her slightly desperate depressed mother whose rambles about cell phone roaming
charges thinly hide her fears for the growing gulf between her and her husband, and
the neatly displayed comparison of a mother and daughter who are so caught up in
their own personal dramas they can't fathom that others may have dramas of their
own.

Raisin Pie #4 is published by Fantagraphics, who consistently produce compelling indie
comics from their 400 pound gorilla Daniel Clowes to the brilliant Jessica Abel, whose
La Perdida series is a must-read for any indie comic aficionado.
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Star Trek Crosswords. Book 4
Edited by John M. Samson
Pocket Books, New York

Review by Kitty Johnson

Me! Me! Call on me, Mr. Internet, call on me!!!

'Cause I bet I'm the only one here who has actually read Meyer
Levin's The Old Bunch! And the reason I bring this up now is
because I can only remember one brief vignette from it -- see,

one of the main characters was developmentally disabled and the epiphany occurs
when her son who is this brilliant genius who for some reason never suspects she was
developmentally disabled until he looked at some of the crossword puzzles she was
always working on and found they were nothing but letters randomly placed in the little
boxes!!!!!

Well, I rather like that! I mean, way to go! Stick it to the puzzle man!!

Plus I suspect that we'll all be doing this before too long.

And why?

Well consider this: Star Trek Crosswords: Book FOUR!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Of course, this book is quite the treat for Treknoscenti: Number two across: A three-
letter word for your favorite Pakled's middle name!!!

Aw, I'm just janking you. Yeah, sometimes the clues are eerily enigmatic, for instance,
number 7 Down, "Father of Kolax." "Father of Kolax" could probably be solved by a
random collection of your favorite letters. Then again, look at "21 Down: What Picard
became as 'Kamin'? Three letters." "Bald." Uh, no. "Hairy." Heee! (Um, actually, I'm a
big enough nerd to know that when Picard became 'Kamin', he took up Kamin's
profession as an "iron weaver". But that's not three letters. Okay, let's go to the back
and look up the answer: "What Picard Became as 'Kamin'? The correct answer is
"Old." Old??? Well, that's both obvious but not really in need of a clue.) Oh, look here
at Number 6 across! "Riker and Troi did this in Nemesis. Five letters." Let's see, G-O-
T-S-O-M-E, no, no, that's not . . H-U-M-P-E-D. No that's not it either.

Oh, I give up! I'm just too stupid for this! But I still want to act like I'm smart, so let me
say this: Between email, rap music, porn films, and Star Trek, traditional spelling (and
hence traditional crosswords) will become, well, just like the Klingon bird in 62 Down,
i.e. "extinct."

And that's my clue for you. So I think you better buy this book while you still can.
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Bottle Fairy, Volume 2 (DVD)
Distributed by Geneon
DVD release date November 2005

Review by Leigh Anne Wilson

I'm not sure how this happened, but I managed to make it to the
age of 36 relatively anime-free. This era recently ended with the
viewing of the last 6 episodes of the Japanese children's
television show Bottle Fairy. It seems the Bottle Fairies are four
female fairies, sent to Earth in bottles with a small white winged
cat to spend a year studying humanity, in some sort of

human/fairy exchange student program. Their host family consists of the somewhat
anonymous Sensai-san, a college student with sexy shaggy hair and an aw-shucks
demeanor. Sensai-san, presumably, is to guide them toward humanity, teaching them
about traditional and modern Japanese customs, and introducing them to different
seasonal holidays and festivals. Most of their information, unfortunately for them, is
actually given by Sensai-san's next door neighbor, Tamachan, whose certainty is
persuasive, if sometimes misguided, and, typical of the first-grader she is, she takes
great delight in issuing them humanizing tasks before getting distracted and wandering
off to play video games.

Each episode is broken up into different months, from October and ending with their
graduation into humanity in March. Each month is devoted to learning about what is
special about each month, ("A typhoon is exceptional! A typhoon is an unbelievable
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superpower!") and preparation for the month's holiday.

The show, specifically geared toward Japanese girls between the ages of 4-8, is very
soft and gentle, with an emphasis on traditional femininity, with the exception of grey-
haired, red-eyed bottle fairy Sarara, who gives a shout out to the tomboys with her
love of sports, ninjas, and martial arts. However, the show occasionally gives
Japanese parents something to be amused by, with the bottle fairies often darting off
into small pop culture parodies of Japanese soap operas and a disdainful reference to
"obligatory chocolates" that Japanese women are required to buy men on Valentine's
Day.

As an adult anime virgin, I found the overly formal, slightly stilted English translations
sounded a bit jarring and sometimes, unintentionally hilarious, such as this
conversation between Sensai-san, the bottle fairies, and Tama:

Sensai-san: Hey. I didn't know all of you were over here.

Tamachan: Well, hello there, Mister Next Door Neighbor! To what do we owe this visit?

Sensai-san:Well, I just purchased some autumn treats, and I'd like to share them with
you.

Tamachan: Ah! That is the true taste of autumn, and it will never fail to capture the
heart of a lady!

Bottle Fairies: Sweet Potatoes!

So not what I expected, although now that I think about it, my husband did once court
me all those years ago with exactly that - a big steaming bag of sweet potatoes. That,
and the weird white winged cat that inexplicably floated across the screen at random
moments, and I was mostly too tripped out over the constant surrealism to fully
appreciate it.

Not so for my children. My sons, ages three and six, reacted to the DVD like it was a
big snort of brown heroin. They nodded out in front of it for literally hours, eyes growing
gradually more and more anime-like, until they began walking around the house,
giggling into their hands, saying stuff like, "Oh! I am feeling shy today, Sensai-san!"

This caused my husband to freak out and banish it from the house. He didn't care
when our six year old twisted his ankle running around the house in my high-heeled
shoes, but evidently he draws the line at a DVD that turns them into giggling Japanese
schoolgirls. Go figure.
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Appleseed SE
Distributed by Geneon

Review by Kelly Taylor

First, let me get the hype out of the way -- Appleseed is more
than a movie. It's the future of anime!

Okay, just had to get that off my chest.

Graphics:
What makes this movie so special is a technique that the creators

call live 3D animation. To be completely fair, live 3D animation not actually a new
technique as much as it is a very inspired combination of old techniques. The "live"
aspect comes from the fact that they make extensive use of motion capture. Lots of big
name animation studios use motion capture for bodily movement. What makes
Appleseed stand out is that they also used motion capture to generate facial
expressions for the characters. It's hard to put into words how much this added realism
intensifies the viewer's emotional involvement in the narrative. Let me hasten to say
that by "realism," I do not mean that the creators have abandoned traditional anime
character design motifs. The characters are not drawn in a realistic manner. They still
have oversized eyes, undersized mouths, and small, pointed noses. However, the
motion-capture gives them a new level of expressiveness that makes them absolutely
fascinating to watch. I was so captivated by the characters, I felt as though I was
watching anime for the first time.
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A shining example of the virtues of using facial motion capture technique comes in the
portrayal of the character Hitomi. She is a bioroid -- that is to say, a genetically
engineered clone. In one scene, she asks the heroine what it's like to be in love. Her
expressions and movements are so sweet and wistful that you just want to kiss her on
her perfect little forehead. This moment of bonding turns out to be important because
later in the story characters make decisions on the basis of their desire to protect
Hitomi. If you don't care about the character, those parts of the story fall flat.

It goes without saying that all the mecha look simply marvelous. They gleam with an
abundance of detail and texture designed to make any fanboy with a pulse wet his
pants in delight. Because they are mostly CG creations, they move... Well, what can I
say other than they move like mecha -- too precise to be human and too graceful to be
entirely machine.

Another design element that is served well by the combination drawn/CG-rendered
approach is the backgrounds. Both the murky battlegrounds and shining city of the
future come alive in vibrant, mood-setting color and amazing detail. Because all this
color and detail are contained in a computer model, the camera is free to pan, zoom,
and linger creating the sort of epic sense of place that traditional anime films seldom
achieve. You never have the feeling you get in some anime that the entire scene is
taking place in front of cardboard cutouts hastily constructed by preschoolers.

Story: 
One disadvantage to having the most impressive graphics to come along in a long
time is that the story gets a little overwhelmed. I had to watch the movie a second time
before I calmed down enough to notice there was a plot.

Appleseed is an adaptation of Mirasume Shirow's 1985 manga series of the same
name. Perhaps because the story was so popular at the time of its publication, it
contains a certain amount of anime conventions that have gotten a little worn and
hoary in the intervening years. Appleseed is an action-packed story of brave women,
noble men and big, shiny mecha fighting for survival of the human race in a post-
apocalyptic utopia on the edge of disintegration. If this scenario sounds a little familiar,
it's only because you've seen it a few hundred times since 1985. Still, Shirow's plot is a
masterly melodrama with enough twists to keep the attention of the most jaded viewer.

Packaging and Extras: 
The version that I viewed is called a "limited collector's edition" -- which means it
comes with the sort of extras you'd expect from the DVD release of a non-anime
movie. I'm being a bit unkind here. This double DVD set comes in a beautifully
decorated metal case. The primary disk contains the movie with all the normal
language options. The extras disk features a long "making of" documentary that goes
into every aspect of the production. Being the CG geek that I am, I enjoyed this
documentary as much if not more so than the movie itself. The extras disk also
features an extensive image gallery that includes not only still images and conceptual
art, but information on the lead designers and early CG test renders as well.

There are, of course, trailers for the theatrical release in both Japanese and English. I
was disappointed that there was only a link to the preview for the Appleseed game
instead of a trailer for it. For fun, they also included a music video of Boom Boom
Satellite's song "Dive for You" from the film and a glossary of terms from the story.
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Bottom Line:
If you are fan looking for a movie that not only satisfy your anime itch, but will make
even the most hardened anime-hating scoffer in your circle of friends stop and go,
"Wow!' then Appleseed is a definite buy. Pick it up today and get a glimpse at the
beautiful future of the art of digital animation.

Replies: 1 Comment

I just saw the trailer for this and was very impressed. I will have to watch it.

Posted by Tom @ 03/13/2006 07:38 AM PST
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Odds'R, The Odds on Everything Book
By Roger L. Schlaifer
Published by Bantam Dell
A Division of Random House, Inc.

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

You don't have to be good at math or a whiz at statistics to enjoy
this book. It's a collection of quizzes on topics fascinating to the
human condition; Life or Death, Health & Happiness, Love &
Marriage, and everything in between. Roger Schlaifer has
collected the odds on everything to do with these diverse topics
and arranged them in a humorous multiple choice format to test

your knowledge of Life As We Know It.

Let me make it clear that answering all these questions correctly will not give you the
answer to Life, the Universe, and Everything. (We all know the answer to that is 42!)
But did you know that, if you are in the ninth and lowest circle of Hell according to
Dante's Inferno, it's because you committed the sin of A) Blasphemy, B) Treason, or C)
Being Unbaptized? And if you had been arrested for witchcraft during the infamous
Salem witch hunt and trials of 1692, what would have been your odds of being
executed? Either A) 1 to 3, B) 1 to 6, or C) Zero -- they all got away on their brooms.
And in Roman Catholic liturgy, the busiest patron saints are those watching over
mortals in which of these unfortunate conditions? A) Depression, B) Demonic

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0553383469
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0553383469
http://www.randomhouse.com/


Archived Entry - 02/26/2006: "Book review: Odds'R, The Odds on Everything Book"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000542.htm[4/27/2019 3:14:13 PM]

Possession, or C) Dying Alone.

This is a fun book! If you enjoyed multiple choice quizzes back in school as much as I
did (because there's always a one in three chance that you're right, and if you're a fairly
intelligent person the odds are on your side anyway), then you're going to love going
through all the questions on your favorite topics before turning to the next page to see
if you got it right. Schlaifer always gives the questions on the right side of the book and
the answers on the left side, so it's possible to sneak peeks if you're the one reading
the questions aloud to a crowd of curious knowledge seekers. And if you're taking a
quiz alone, it's okay to cheat by looking ahead. Either way, you're sure to have fun
finding out what the odds are of you drawing a Dead Man's Hand at the poker table. If
you're a high school kid, find out in which sport you have the highest odds against
making it to the pros, as well as the odds that teenage girls don't consider oral sex as
really "having sex".

Personally, I was both proud to learn just how much I knew about some topics, and
humbled to learn just how little I knew about others. I think I can safely estimate that I
got an average of two out of three answers correct. And, as any Meat Loaf fan will tell
you, two out of three ain't bad. Oh, by the way, the answers to the questions in the
second paragraph are B) Treason (according to Dante, the ninth circle of hell is for
traitors like Judas and Brutus), B) 1 in 8 (over 150 people were arrested for witchcraft
during the Salem witch trials and hunt, of which 20 were executed, 3 died in prison,
and one 80-year-old man was pressed to death by heavy stones), and A) Depression
(seems there are 9 saints watching over the possessed, 17 guarding the depressed,
but only one -- my personal favorite, Saint Francis of Assisi -- watches over those
dying alone. And you thought he only cared for animals!).
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Princess Ninja Scroll Tenka Muso, Volume
1 and Volume 2
by Akane Sasaki
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

Imagine a tale of the American wild West
where Wyatt Earp is a little girl, Wild Bill
Hickok is a talking iguana, Billy the Kid is a
sasquatch, and the Dalton Gang is made
up of androids. This story is just as weird as

that, but set in Japan instead of America. The publisher describes these books as
"inspired by the true life events of one Hattori Hanzo, recognized as Japan's greatest
ninja and accomplished samurai." That may be its inspiration, but that description omits
any hint of how wacky this version is.

If names like Hattori Hanzo, Yagyu Jubei, and Oda Nobunaga do not mean anything to
you, then you will probably be confused by the story. On the other hand, if those
names do mean something to you, then you will still be surprised, because here the
famous eyepatch-wearing ninja Yagyu Jubei -- who also figures into Jubei-chan -- is a
talking bird (with an eyepatch!) perched on the shoulder of Hattori Hanzo, who is a little
girl. Together they meet ogres, gun-slinging cowboys, and robots, and even hack into
the computer system of their enemy. I suppose that in Japan these stories have
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already been told so many times that authors may feel compelled to put some new
crazy spin on them.

While you may or may not take to the story, I do recommend these books for the art,
which is very interesting. Akane Sasaki's characters do not inhabit a realistic three-
dimensional space. Instead, they are shown in an imaginary space where the same
character can appear in the same panel more than once, shown at different angles or
zoom levels. Sometimes a full-body picture of a character appears superimposed on a
close-up of the same character, as if the panel were a camera that had quickly zoomed
out.

In one memorable composition, a girl is shown kneeling with her back to the viewer,
facing a man, but right behind him is a large close-up of the girl's face. Clearly this
cannot be a literal depiction of what is actually occuring, but it presents a dreamlike
image that conveys the mood of the story.

Sasaki often positions small characters like Jubeh and Hanzo in the foreground while
taller characters appear in the background, making their size on the page just the
opposite of their real heights. And some panels start with a scene tilted diagonally
relative to the page, then add another character in a layer above it with a vertical
orientation. All of these techniques give Tenka Muso a dynamic, playful look that
makes it a feast for the eyes. Read this for the art, just don't expect it to be a history
lesson.
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Geneon Launches Video Podcast

Geneon Entertainment, the publisher of some of my favorite anime including Jubei-
chan and Starship Operators, have launched a free video podcast available at iTunes.
Right now it consists of video trailers for upcoming releases, but Geneon plans to
expand the content to include behind-the-scenes features, sneak previews and
exclusive footage only available through the podcast. I tried this out on my video iPod
and it looks pretty good. My only issue with it is that letterboxed content makes the
iPod's already tiny screen seem even smaller, so this is one of the few cases where I
would prefer to see a "pan and scan" version. But I still found it worth adding to my
subscribed podcasts.
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baobab, Vol. 1
by Igort
Fantagraphics Books

Review by Tom Good

This graphic novel tells parallel stories that take place in Japan
and South America in the year 1910. In Japan's Chiba prefecture,
a young boy named Hiroshi listens to his grandmother tell spooky
stories of her years in Africa, where the villagers believed that a
monkey god lived in a baobab tree. A family disappeared into the

tree and only a newborn baby emerged. As the grandmother tells the story, the eerie
shape of the tree seems to appear as a shadow on the wall behind her.

The South American storyline concerns an artist named Celestino Villarosa who has
never been able to distinguish waking from dreaming. Based on his dreams, he draws
odd, fantastic comics about "Morvo, the man who swallowed up the night," who
"converses with the souls of sardines," but his editor complains that his stories have
become eccentric and incomprehensible. Celestino is given the task of creating a new,
exciting story that will increase the newspaper's sales.

The two stories seem unconnected, at least for now, but both create an atmosphere of
foreboding, and leave the impression that the relationship between them may be
revealed in a future volume. The book is an oversize (8 1/2" x 11") two-color comic with
quiet, understated art that reminds me of the classic art in Tintin. It is rare to finish
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volume 1 of a series and still have very little idea what the story is really about, but that
is where I found myself after finishing this book. But the author does such a good job of
creating an interesting mood that I will definitely stick around for volume 2.
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Viewtiful Joe Vol. 1 (DVD)
Geneon

Review by Tom Good

Viewtiful Joe is a bit like the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles of
2006. But where TMNT began with Eastman and Laird's black-
and-white comic and eventually spawned videogames by
Konami, Joe began as a side-scrolling video game from Capcom,
and appears here as an animated cartoon.

Joe is an average guy who is a huge fan of superhero
adventures, especially his favorite Captain Blue. One day while watching a Captain
Blue movie with his girlfriend Sylvia, he watches in horror as she is kidnapped into the
world of the movie by the on-screen villian. He follows her in, where he learns to
transform into the superhero Viewtiful Joe by saying "Henshin a go-go, baby!"
(Henshin means metamorphosis in Japanese, and is also the name of a genre of
movies featuring transforming superheroes.) As Viewtiful Joe, he has a variety of
powers including slowing down time.

Like TMNT, Viewtiful Joe has a strong, distinctive visual style, parodies superhero
comics, and features a large helping of pseudo-streetwise "attitude." The voice acting
for the villians made me laugh time and time again, because they sound more
exasperated and eccentric than evil, perfect for a parody. But when Joe speaks, I can
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only cringe at how often he says dude, yo, awesome, like, totally, and whoa. Joe
sounds like Spicoli from Fast Times at Ridgemont High, and it only gets worse when
he tries to use modern street slang. "Dude, you frontin'?" he asks, and later remarks,
"Kind of hard to concentrate with a monster all up in your grill." Maybe his speech
pattern is purposely awkward and intended to be funny, but I just found it more and
more irritating the longer I watched.

I was intrigued by the visuals and character designs. Sylvia is an attractive character
without being an over-the-top sexpot, Captain Blue amused me as a greying, out of
shape superhero, and the motorcycle-riding green rhino monster is pretty funny. But I
suspect that this title may be better as a video game than as a cartoon, and it will
probably have more appeal for younger viewers than for adults. It did not really have
enough depth to hold my interest for more than an episode or two.
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HARK! An 87th Precinct Mystery
By Ed McBain
Published by Pocket Star Books, 2004.

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Okay, mystery fans, I've got good news and bad news. The good
news is Ed McBain has written yet another book about the 87th
Precinct. The bad news is Ed McBain died of cancer on July 7th,
2005 at the age of 78. So the question is, where did this new
87th Precinct novel come from? And the answer is: the book was
written and released in 2004, dummy! A year before McBain's
death! So this is obviously a re-release of a book you haven't

read before! Duh!

The point is that you 87th Precinct devotees shouldn't expect any more new releases
from Ed McBain in the coming year, unless he left a few "canned" novels on tape or
notes for new books, to be transcribed, written into book form and released at regular
intervals. (Which seems to be the case with a certain female fantasy writer of whom I'm
quite fond; why else would she have so many recent releases with the same
collaborator? But I digress...)

Anyway, this novel is the 54th in the 87th Precinct series, starring the same old gang:
Meyer Meyer, Burt Kling, Cotton Hawes, Steve Carella, et al. And last but not least, the
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Deaf Man, the most enduring (and dare I say endearing?) villain the cops of the 87th
Precinct have ever come up against. He's crossed swords with them on at least three
other occasions and the boys and girls of the old Eight-Seven are not happy to learn
he's back. Especially since he's taken to sending them love notes in the form of quotes
from Shakespeare, along with some baffling word puzzles called palindromes—that's
when a word or phrase is spelled the same way backwards or forwards, like "Madam,
I'm Adam," which is how Adam introduced himself to Eve in the Garden of Eden.

Being a Shakespeare aficionado from way back, I like the way the Deaf Man samples
the Bard's works for relevant verses that spell out what he's about to do. But the cops
of the Eight-Seven, who aren't big on culture, don't appreciate having to go to the
library or log onto the Internet to look up Shakespearean verses. Especially when the
conflicting clues indicate that the Deaf Man is going to strike at either a) a library where
a rare portfolio of Shakespeare's works is going to be read at noon by Patrick Steward
(the Star Trek connection gets me every time!), or b) a concert hall where a famous
Greek violinist is giving a concert at noon.

Besides being baffled by the Deaf Man, the cops of the Eight-Seven also have a
variety of personal problems that affect their outlook on the case. Detective Steve
Carella's widowed mother and sister are both getting married on June 12th, and he
insists on paying for a double wedding, even though his mother's fiancé is a well-off
Italian business man (No, he's not a Mafioso! He's a furniture maker from Milan!), who
offers to pay his share of the wedding, and his sister's fiancé is a prominent district
attorney. Unfortunately, he's also the DA who screwed up the case against Carella's
father's murderer, who went free after his defense attorney outfoxed the DA. Naturally
Carella's none too fond of him, nor of the gomba his mother is marrying so soon after
his father's death. (Two years is too soon? Does he expect mama to go into permanent
mourning, like back in the Old Country? That makes him even more old-fashioned
than Luigi Fontero, her husband-to-be!)

The course of true love isn't running very smoothly for Detective Cotton Hawes, who's
dating Honey Blair, the perky blonde investigative reporter from Channel Four's Six
O'Clock News. Someone takes a shot at Hawes as he's leaving her limo after she
gives him a ride home, and her program director makes it look like she's the target to
cash in on all the free publicity. Detective Burt Kling is also having romantic angst; he's
dating a gorgeous black woman, Sharyn Cooke, who's also the Deputy Chief Surgeon
for the police department, and Burt believes she's cheating on him with one of her
colleagues, a black doctor named James Melvin Hudson. He even takes to following
her after work like one of his suspects and sees her meeting the good doctor after she
swore she was going to a meeting. Not only that, but Detectives Willis and Burke, who
used to have a romantic thing going, look like they're about to get back together again,
and Fat Ollie Weeks, the most obnoxious racist/sexist pig who ever wore a badge, has
found both his lost manuscript (which was stolen by a transvestite hooker in an earlier
book) and true love, in the form of a pretty Puerto Rican cop named Patricia Gomez,
and now Spic jokes don't sound so funny to Ollie anymore.

Will the Deaf Man go for Shakespeare in the afternoon or a violin concert? Is he after
the bard's book or the Greek fiddler's priceless Stradivarius violin? Will Carella get his
mother and sister to the church on time, despite hating both their grooms? Is Kling's
black girlfriend leaving him for another black? Will Hawes catch the shooter who's after
him, not his celebrity girlfriend, and does she care if he does as long as she gets all the
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sympathy for being the alleged target? Will Willis and Burke get back together? Will Fat
Ollie finally lose weight and find love? The answers to these questions can be found at
your local bookstore, where you can pick up a copy of "Hark!" in paperback and revel in
the adventures of the cops of the Eight-Seven once more.

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


Archived Entry - 02/11/2006: "Book review: Hark! An 87th Precinct Mystery"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000537.htm[4/27/2019 3:14:29 PM]

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 02/09/2006: "Update on Only the Ring Finger Knows novel"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000536.htm[4/27/2019 3:14:33 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Graphic novel review: The Freebooters"] [Main Index] [Next entry:
"Book review: Hark! An 87th Precinct Mystery"]

02/09/2006 Archived Entry: "Update on Only the Ring Finger
Knows novel"

The Lonely Ring Finger (Pre-Order*)
Only the Ring Finger Knows Novel
Author/Artist: Satoru Kannagi, Hotaru Odagiri
ISBN: 1569709041
246 pages
Dimensions: 4 1/8" x 6 3/4"
Release Date: Mar 15, 2006
SRP: $8.95

Not only in Yuichi the most mysterious, sought-after guy at
school, he's got an excellent shot at getting into any prestigious
University...and no one knows this better than his secret love,
Wataru. But instead of a vacation break spent celebrating

beneath the fragrant sway of summer blossoms, both boys must surrender to Yuichi's
grueling study schedule. How can they possibly sweeten the deal? A bet that promises
to take their young relationship to the next level is in the works, but Wataru
complicates matters when the very ring that symbolizes their precious bond goes
missing. Prying girls and wisecracking best friends only fuel the flames of gossip, and
soon the small white lies that were only meant to protect the heart of Wataru's beloved
become poison arrows. With the test and their relationship on the line, can the boys
hold on long enough to survive the sticky meltdown of their longest summer.

Tender longing and young curiosity unite in The Lonely Ring Finger. Follow the cycle of
a teasing friendship that takes a serious turn and spirals into an intense romance. The

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709041
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709041
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709041


Archived Entry - 02/09/2006: "Update on Only the Ring Finger Knows novel"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000536.htm[4/27/2019 3:14:33 PM]

ring on each boy's finger is a symbol of two hearts that beat together despite the prying
eyes of classmates... and this is one couple who must weather a storm of scrutiny to
discover if their love is truly meant to last. (From the Digital Manga site)

*Powells has the description wrong, but everything else is right.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson

Replies: 2 comments

Hey, this is a returning reviewer (who also commented on your OtRFK manga review)
^_^

I will tell you this much. The novel is SO worth it, and it clearly shows how thoroughly
the manga followed the first story. It's almost a mirror image, only in text. The story that
follows "The Lonely Ring Finger" most certainly brings their relationship to the next
level in a very very reasonable progress. I guess that's another reason why the series
itself is so beautiful... what goes on between Kazuki and Wataru is actually /believable/
(which is really hard to nail down in yaoi stories sometimes). It's also packed with few
more pages of Odagiri Hotaru's elegant artwork too!

This novel is a high-recommend for any collectors~

Posted by Sachiko @ 03/19/2006 01:06 PM PST

Oh. My. God. It was SO worth it. Too wonderful. There's two novels, the one that the
manga is based on and then next one, which has annoying moments, but is totally
wonderful. Can't wait for the next one. Hooked like a bass again. Oh well.

To sum up: If you liked the manga you'll love the novels! Thank you, DMP books!
Thank you!

Off to reread the juicy parts. Woof!

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 03/22/2006 08:01 PM PST
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The Freebooters
by Barry Windsor-Smith
Fantagraphics Books

review by Tom Good

Barry Windsor-Smith, who worked on the Conan comic in the
1970s, later created a tale of another legendary warrior named
Axus. Axus, who once saved the city of Shahariza from the
demon Ammon-Gra, is past his prime -- a washed-up hero who
has put on some weight and spends his time drinking at the
Peacock tavern. A young man named Aran arrives in town to

warn of a terrible new danger, but is Axus up to the task of saving the world again?

Windsor-Smith uses language to great comic effect in The Freebooters. The story is
full of people who speak with odd accents and broken English. Aran attempts to use
sign language to explain his dire prophecy to a deaf girl, but his incompentent
translations convince her that he is a comedian. In another scene during a bar fight, a
tough guy exclaims, "Ert rerp yert lerm frerm lerm fer thert!" It may require a bit of effort
on the part of the reader to decode this silly dialect (translation: "I'll rip you limb from
limb for that!"), but that is all part of the fun. And though it is forbidden on penalty of
death to utter the name "Ammon-Gra," everyone seems to say it all the time, often
followed by "oops!"
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The story also makes fun of some of the conventions of comic books, such as floating
boxes full of narrative explanation. Here, the narration appears in the pretentious prose
of a scribe who records Axus' story. "Alert, the dynamic freebooter crouched low into
the shadows, his steel glistening." Of course this is exactly the type of description that
should not be necessary in a visual medium like comics, and these writings are even
funnier because they do not match what is really happening, but are merely absurd
exaggerations. We even see the first draft being revised in place, as in: "Queen Isandra
and her 'sisters of doom' girded their lions loins for our full frontal attack!"

Though The Freebooters is a parody, the characters quickly become convincingly
three-dimensional. It reminds me of Cerebus, which also started out as a kind of
parody of Conan in its early issues, then evolved into a story with complex characters
and psychological depth. But unlike the long-running Cerebus, which had 300 issues,
The Freebooters appeared in the magazine Barry Windsor-Smith: STORYTELLER,
which ran for only nine issues. Because of this, the story ends without a satisfying
conclusion.

It is a shame that this series did not find the commercial success it deserves. I finished
this book still eager for more Axus stories, and wondered what it might have become
after 20 or 50 installments. The book is an oversize, hardcover volume with full color
pages on high-quality paper, and it makes a great "coffee table book" for comic fans.
Recommended.
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Brokeback Mountain
Directed by Ang Lee
2005

Reviewed by Lene Taylor

I know, you're all wondering why I haven't reviewed this movie
sooner. Cowboys, hot gay sex, handsome men with impenetrable
accents, angst, gorgeous scenery - it doesn't get much better
than that, does it?

I admit, I'm a sucker for gay westerns, and I wanted to see the
movie as soon as I heard about it. But I also wanted to wait and

see it in the company of an actual gay man, just to make sure I got everything there
was to be gotten. The final score (from both of us, me and my friend): a good movie,
but not a great one. Neither of us cried, although we agreed that the ending was very
sad and emotionally touching. But I felt like the director, Ang Lee, was keeping me at
arm's length throughout the movie and I never got caught up in the way I am in, say,

The Wizard of Oz. (I mean that.)

I'm not going to rehash everything you've already read in 8000 other reviews, except
for two things: the "reunion kiss" between Ennis and Jack is one of the hottest things
ever; and women, as usual, have to clean up the mess made by men. Oh, I know,
Ennis and Jack don't hurt their wives and mothers and daughters and girlfriends on
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purpose, but it's plain that by denying the truth to themselves they create a shitstorm
for all the women they come into contact with. And all the women, curiously enough,
seem to know that very truth. I thought the actresses in this movie (particularly Michelle
Williams, as Alma, Ennis' wife) did a stellar job of portraying the pain, anger, and
frustration of people dealing with a bad situation not of their making. I don't want to use
the phrase "innocent bystanders", but it comes close to that.

I recently read the Annie Proulx story on which the movie is based, and I found that
more emotionally involving than the movie - compact, spare, with as much written
between the lines as in them. Having read it, I want to see Brokeback Mountain again.
It'll be worth it again just to see that kiss. Mmm-mmm.
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DON'T TALK ABOUT RELIGION OR POLITICS
Sergio Hernandez, Gwyneth Leech, Poli Marichal, John Paul
Thornton, and Mark Vallen.
Opened January 7th at the Ave. 50 Studio (131 N. Ave. 50 in
Highland Park).

Review by Don Newton

Unfortunately, this show is about to close (February 6) but if you can make it…

The Avenue 50 Studio is a bare storefront-size room in one half of an old building next
to the new tracks of the Gold Line. The exhibit is arranged (unsurprisingly) on 3 of the
4 walls, presenting an initial aspect of passivity, which the subject matter immediately
begins to contradict.

The only exception to the painterly, wall-mounted artwork is Poli Marichal's disturbing
"Elegy to Scheharazade," an installation piece: a rug mounted on a bloody, muslin-
covered table, and strewn with severed heads. On the rug itself, a red form of a woman
is painted, with one of the stylized heads lying on her stomach. The rest of the heads
are piled at the foot of the table on a bloody cloth, and it feels like the blood will get on
your shoes unless you're very careful. Behind this, there are several small paper
images of the "eye of Fatima," a traditional Muslim design with mottoes on each:
"Freedom to Study," "Freedom to Love," "Equal Rights as Men," "Freedom of
Movement," "Freedom of Speech." She has three more paintings on a facing wall, each
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of them dealing with a religious theme interspersed with politics.

Directly behind Marichal's installation, a large acrylic painting on
unstretched canvas shows camouflaged soldiers with automatic
weapons occupying a "First National Bank" building. Through the
window behind them, a tank aims its cannon straight at the
viewer while a helicopter hovers in a dramatic sunset. The
premises of the bank are strewn with a Coke can, a Kentucky
Fried Chicken foam cup, and a crumpled pack of Marlboros. Mark
Vallen, the painter, told me that these two soldiers -- who remind
me of the Russian soldiers occupying Chechnya -- had actually appeared in Soldier of
Fortune magazine. One of the soldiers has a woman next to him whose nail-polished
hand rests on his shoulder. To complete the scene (titled "A People Under
Command"): a poster of Rambo with a huge rocket launcher, and a news-stand holding
USA Today with Reagan's face on the front page. Vallen derived the title of the
painting (1985) from a stanza of a song on Christian TV, which refers to "God's Army."
He has three smaller pieces on an adjoining wall, one of them an image of a young
Muslim woman, which was used as a poster to counter racist attacks after 9-11.

Right away, you know politics is on the agenda. Mark Vallen is also the curator of the
show, and in his Curatorial Statement, refers to our "conservative times when
dissenting opinions are frowned upon." Instead of going along with the current, he says
that "remaining silent in a period of rising religious and political fundamentalism is
unimaginable." And the identification of politics and religion is not confined to Vallen's
opinions. All of the artists in this exhibition have wrestled with this theme.

Gwyneth Leech, for example, shows her 14 Stations of the Cross (Christ's Passion Re-
Imagined in a New Era of Torture, Terror, and Tragedy"). These are small (10x10 inch)
oil sketches made for a church in Norwalk, Connecticut. Her interpretations of Christ's
path to crucifixion use very contemporary references to heighten the pathos of the
journey: a naked Christ is set upon by vicious dogs, as captured insurgents have been
at Abu Ghraib and other prisons in Iraq; Guantanamo is invoked when Christ is
presented to the judges in an orange jumpsuit, with his arms bound; razor wire
surrounds the cross and protects the occupying army from the population in the
streets; torture and humiliation of captives, such as occurs in Palestine, Iraq and
Afghanistan, is echoed in Christ's suffering. Ms. Leech mentions (in her notes to the
series) the "seeming deluge of images of grief in the press -- the grief of families
around the world who have lost loved ones to war and terrorist attacks." One of her
pictures shows weeping Iraqi women joined at the foot of the cross by an American
father and his son, grieving over the loss of a family member. As she painted and
showed these images to the congregation in Connecticut, there were very strong
reactions on the part of the local population... she was repeatedly attacked in the press
for her mixing of politics in with traditional religion.

Sergio Hernandez is a veteran of the Chicano movement and
one-time cartoonist and illustrator for the famous Con Safos
magazine. His two paintings in the show go deeply into the
tangled connection between politics and art. "Church, Help Our
People" shows chained mestizo worshippers clinging to a stone-
faced crucifix, the bearded face on the cross wearing a bishop's
hat (or conquistador's?) and surmounted by dollar signs for a
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motto. A pan full of gold coins at the foot of the cross, refers (he
says) to the "millions in resources the church has amassed." This
painting was inspired by the successful protests led by Catolicos
por La Raza in 1970, demanding more resources for poorer
parishes in Los Angeles. "The Last Cachetada (The Last Slap)"

is a riveting image of a frozen moment: a shirtless man, tattooed with the Virgin of
Guadalupe on his back, raises his right hand to strike a young woman holding a crying
child. He holds a bottle of beer in his left hand, and stands in front of a saloon, next to
a graffiti'd wall. Inside the door of the bar, the flames of evil can be seen.

John Paul Thornton's work falls more toward the religious side of the equation, with
three paintings of views from South Asia of typical scenes, a wedding at the bank of a
river, a funeral ceremony on the Ganges, and a "Seeker" in red robe against an
impressionistic background. His artistic experience includes a nationwide campaign,
based on hundreds of portraits he painted, to popularize the search for missing
persons, which he began when one of his students disappeared.

All of these paintings are figurative, only Poli Marichal's moving
away from strictly "realistic" presentations of scenes and images.
During an Artists' Forum discussion on January 12, Mark Vallen
put forward his commitment to realism as opposed to abstraction,
basing his philosophical approach on a politics of inclusion and
popularization, which he feels is now outside the mainstream of
U.S. art. All of the artists presented slides at the forum, as well as
their aesthetic and philosophical ideas, making this a very satisfying contribution to the
intellectual depth of the exhibition.

At a time when Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson have repeatedly made outrageous
political statements based on their fundamentalist beliefs, and when the President of
the United States publicly prays before assembled ranks of military spectators, it is
refreshing and encouraging to see artists taking on the old American warning not to
"talk about religion and politics," and breaking free of the brainwash.
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Starship Operators, Vol. 1 Revolution (DVD)
Distributed by Geneon

Review by Tom Good

What if your interplanetary rebellion were funded by a reality TV
show? This is the question brilliantly posed by Starship
Operators. The crew of the starship Amaterasu, stunned by the
news that their home world has surrendered to the enemy
Kingdom of Henrietta, decides to continue the fight on their own.
But financing a war requires resources beyond the reach of these
young cadets, so they do what media-savvy kids would naturally

do: they sign a TV contract for the broadcast rights to their story.

The media money flows in, but so does the pressure to keep the ratings up. At one
point the show's producer urges the crew to pursue a risky military strategy because
viewers want to see more action and explosions. Starship Operators serves up some
beautiful social commentary about pop culture and the influence of media, but does it
with plenty of humor. I really enjoyed the writing in this anime; it seems like a perfect
story for our time.

Visually, this series gets a lot of things right. After watching countless science fiction
shows where people stomp around in the artificial gravity of spaceship interiors, it was
wonderful to see the crew of the Amaterasu gracefully float and glide through their
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ship. Zero-gravity scenes are generally avoided on live-action shows because they are
more expensive and complicated to film, but anime lacks that constraint, and this show
takes that freedom and makes the most of it. I'll never watch an "artificial gravity" show
again without wishing it were more like Starship Operators. The costumes are another
striking visual element. Though at first I found them distractingly retro, after a few
episodes I started to appreciate them as a cool retro-futuristic style, like Versace meets
The Jetsons.

The story of a brave crew of one battleship, outnumbered by a vast and powerful
enemy, reminded me of Battlestar Galactica. And like the new BG, this series is stylish,
clever, and suspenseful. Starship Operators is a must-see anime.
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Owly: Flying Lessons 
by Andy Runton
Top Shelf Productions

Review by Kathryn Ramage

In this latest all-ages graphic novel in the charming Owly series,
Owly and his best friend Wormy see a flying squirrel in the forest
one night and, once they figure out what this strange and fast-
moving creature is, try to befriend it.

The flying squirrel is of course alarmed at the sight of Owly--
owls, after all, naturally feed on small rodents--and it's up to the completely non-
threatening invertebrate Wormy to make the first overtures of friendship. Once the two
are friends, the squirrel takes Wormy out flying, carrying Wormy on his back as he
glides from tree to tree. Eventually, after some literal ups and downs, Owly joins them.

It's not a remarkable storyline, particular where Owly is concerned; the little owl's good
heartedness and generosity have led him to win other friends in the same way in
earlier stories. What makes this story different from its predecessors is that we learn
something about Owly and his past. A flashback takes us to Owly's school days--his
Flying 101 class, to be precise--and we discover that Owly flunked out. He couldn't fly
because his wings are too stubby. (Andy Runton doesn't go so far, but I found myself
wondering if Owly's short-winged flightless state was what made him a lonely little owl
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in the first place, shunned by his own kind and living as an outcast in the forest).
Wormy's "flight" gives him the incentive to try again.

It's a very sweet and inspiring story--but that also is not unusual for Owly.

I was once again impressed by complex conversations the characters have using only
pictograms with punctuation (mostly ! and ?), but no written words. Owly's and
Wormy's discussion of what they just saw after their first encounter with the flying
squirrel, and how they can find out what it was, was especially fun to read.
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The Siren Queen
by Fiona Buckley
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Kathryn Ramage

The Siren Queen is the latest Ursula Blanchard mystery, set in
the age of Queen Elizabeth I. Ursula is a lady of the court, an
unacknowledged illegitimate sister of Elizabeth, and she serves
as a sometime spy on the queen's behalf. This latest story in the
series is wound around the historical 1569 Ridolfi Plot, in which
an Italian nobleman involved various nobles of England--some
willingly, some unaware of what they were getting into--in a

complex conspiracy to see Mary, Queen of Scots, restored to her own throne... and
eventually to Elizabeth's, with a corresponding return of England to Catholicism.

Ursula stumbles onto this plot while visiting the Duke of Norfolk's home in London with
her husband and young daughter, when a courier bearing encrypted letters is
murdered. A second murder soon follows within the Duke's household, and Ursula is
requested by Sir William Cecil, Her Majesty's Secretary of State, to look into things.

As historical novels go, it's a good presentation of Elizabethan London, with fictional
characters interacting easily with real historical figures, and nothing egregiously
anachronistic: we are treated to a witchcraft trial and some naughty topiary. There's a
nice sense of suspense as Ursula deciphers the coded messages and uncovers the
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plot. But where the story fails, in my opinion, is in the murder mystery itself: it's too
obvious early on who the murderer is--not through any poorly placed clue, but through
the author's and Ursula's assessment of one of the characters. As I was reading, I
hoped I was wrong, that it wouldn't be as obvious as that... and to my disappointment,
it was.

So, my advice to those who enjoy historical mysteries is to read The Siren Queen as
an Elizabethan political thriller, but don't expect much of a whodunnit.

Note: Powells and Simon and Schuster have a different (red) cover for this title.
However, the ISBN and description are the same, so we have no reason to believe it
isn't the same book Ms. Ramage reviewed. ED
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Take Me
by Bella Andre
Published by Pocket Books, 2005

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Having just finished one book featuring a plus-sized heroine
(Alternate Beauty by Andrea Rains Waggener), I wasn't reluctant
to start another novel with a plus-sized protagonist. Her name is
Lily Ellis, an interior designer from San Francisco; she has red
hair, blue eyes and abundant curves. Unlike Ronnie Tremayne,
the heroine of "Alternate Beauty", Lily is a mere size sixteen,
which makes her too fat for the average American, but the

perfect size for Italian men, who prefer full-figured women. Italy plays a prominent role
in this story, especially Tuscany, where the man of Lily's dreams, the gorgeous blonde
architect Travis Carson, takes her on a buying trip to furnish a house he just built.

How does Lily go from San Francisco to Tuscany? Well, first she agrees to help out
her kid sister Janica, the fashion designer, who's having her first showing and needs a
plus-sized model for the beautiful plus-sized dress she created, after the original
model gets sick. Lily is the nervous type, and she's also best friends with Travis' more
compassionate twin brother Luke, so she calls Luke to come to the show and sit in the
audience where she can see him to give her moral support. Unfortunately, Luke
Carson is a talented surgeon who's always on call, and he gets Lily's call after he gets
a page from the emergency room. He can't blow off a medical emergency, but he can't
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let a friend down either, so he convinces his reluctant twin brother to go to the fashion
show in his place and sit close enough to the stage to let Lily think it's him. Ol' Travis is
a playboy who's been ignoring Lily since they were kids growing up in the same
neighborhood. He prefers skinny blonde model types to Lily's lush curves, but to
please his brother he goes to the show, hoping to nail one of the models afterwards.

But when he sees Lily sashaying down the runway wearing the fabulous dress Janica
designed, along with a mask that turns her into a Woman of Mystery, he falls for her --
hard. They end up hooking up together at the after party, from there he takes her to his
apartment and things began to get delightfully hot. WARNING: This book
contains explicit sex and language, making it definitely for adults
only! At times it gets extremely graphic, especially after Lily and Travis go to Tuscany
together and end up sharing the same hotel room. There's a sex scene involving a hot
tub and a vibrator that's definitely not for the squeamish. Ditto for the Making Up After
The First Fight scene, when Travis brings her a container of chocolate gelato as part of
his apology, and the sweet stuff is used to add flavor to their lovemaking, especially on
their naughty bits. If you like your romances hot and spicy, this is definitely the book for
you, especially if you're a woman bigger than size twelve who's been brainwashed into
believing that nobody over size ten can ever be loved by a man.

"Take Me" isn't all sweetness and light. There are rough parts, especially the catty
comments some of Travis' friends make when they find out about his romance with the
oversized Lily. There were also times when Lily's lack of self-confidence made me so
impatient that I wanted to smack her; just when things are going good between her and
Travis, she starts wondering if he really loves her or if he's just having fun with the fat
girl. She's so accustomed to being mocked and/or rejected, she just can't see how
beautiful she really is. But there is a feistiness hidden beneath Lily's meek exterior; she
even has a passing thought about her and Luke seeing the latest movie with Queen
Latifah after the fashion show, because she loves any actress with a full figure; it
proves that other women have curves too. And so we do; there happens to be an indie
movie about a determined Latina lass called "Real Women Have Curves" that I'm sure
Lily would also like. By a strange coincidence, there's also a new movie starring Queen
Latifah called "Last Holiday", about a timid cookware salesperson who finds out she
has a fatal disease and only one week to live, so she decides to go out with a bang;
quitting her boring job after telling off her arrogant boss, borrowing a hefty sum of
money from the bank that she knows she'll never live long enough to pay back in order
to go on vacation to a swanky resort, where she treats herself to a new wardrobe, eats
as much as she wants and goes skiing for the first time... but I digress.

To sum it up, "Take Me" is strong medicine for any oversized woman who's unsure of
her wow power. It's liable to provoke a negative reaction among romance fans who are
accustomed to willowy heroines who take their beauty for granted. Having confidence
in yourself as an attractive woman who deserves love can be as empowering as the
most potent aphrodisiac. Lily gains confidence in leaps and bounds as she goes
leaping and bounding through the Tuscan countryside with Travis, fulfilling all her
romantic fantasies, satisfying her physical and sexual appetites in a way that leaves
Travis and the reader begging for more.
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Fafner - (V.3) Human Force (DVD)
Geneon

Review by Tom Good

Though the plot of Volume 2 had some dramatic twists and
emotional moments, the script in Volume 3 falls short of that
mark. Because of this, it is the artwork that takes charge of this
disc. The gorgeous backgrounds, colors and glow effects kept
me spellbound even as I lost interest in the dialogue. Color
supervisor Hitomi Okura, along with "team Triple A" (credited
with ink and paint), deserve a lot of credit for creating scenes with

beautiful color balance. Everything from the giant mecha to the island's scenery looked
great, and I could have watched some of these scenes over and over.

But if I had not liked the art so much, I might not have kept watching. The English voice
acting was about as good as in the previous volume, but the actors struggled with a
weak script. Much of the dialogue sounded unnatural in English. I had a hard time
believing that young military personnel would speak to others of equal rank with such
formality.

In addition to problems with the style of speech, a lot of the conversations were just
plain boring, except for a few bizarre moments. One character, in the midst of a mech
battle, delivers the following proclamation: "You know what they say -- a beast with 10
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horns hates all women. It'll strip her naked . . . eat her flesh. Then it'll burn her down."
This is quite a weird thing to say, and it makes the character seems a bit unhinged. I
believe this is actually supposed to be a Biblical quote from Revelation 17:16, "And the
ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall
make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire." The
passage was probably translated into Japanese and then back into English, which
jumbled the wording a bit.

One thing I really liked in this DVD was a short scene of rock climbing that surprised
me with its realism. Rock climbing is rarely shown very accurately in movies or TV
shows, but here the character moves with convincing climbing technique and even
wears a chalk bag and climbing shoes. I would guess that someone with climbing
experience was probably involved in this production. I also love Fafner's ending theme
song. Over all, Volume 3 was a mixed bag. If you watch anime primarily for the plot,
this one does not measure up, but if you want to see an action series with very nice art,
it is certainly a feast for the eyes.
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Alternate Beauty
By Andrea Rains Waggener
Published by Bantam Dell, August 2005

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

I don't know when I've enjoyed a more satisfying read! Such a
simple story; at least it starts out that way, with an overweight
woman, Ronnie Tremayne, who dreams of being a fashion
designer. But she has to settle for being a saleswoman in a plus-
size boutique because she lacks confidence, thanks to a
perfectionist Rich Bitch mother who starves herself to remain a
perfect size 10, as well as the daily insults she and every other fat

person has to endure from a society that equates thin with beautiful. It all comes to a
head when Mommy Dearest informs Ronnie that her boss, an overweight woman
herself, is thinking of letting her go because the customers at Luscious Landing Large
Women's Clothing Boutique find her weight "disturbing". How can fat women find
another fat woman disturbing? Poor Ronnie is only a size 28! Compared to some of the
human hippos I've seen taking up two bus seats, she sounds positively girlish!

Nevertheless, this final blow to her fragile self-esteem causes Ronnie to go home that
evening and pig out on leftover lasagna and fried rice. Afterwards, she lies in bed
surrounded by comforting calories - Doritos, Oreos, Whoppers, Ritz crackers, peanut
butter and guacamole--while she watches a videotaped episode of that day's "Oprah
Winfry Show", where Ms. Winfry interviews the author of a self-esteem book called
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Connecting with Your Authentic Self. A woman in the audience stands up and
announces she has just lost fifty pounds and is finally connecting with her authentic
self, even finally loving herself, now that she's slender and happy. The rest of the
audience bursts into applause, but Ms. Winfry, who has suffered from obesity herself in
the past, interrupts with some much needed words of wisdom: "I don't want to diminish
your accomplishment, but I also don't want people to get the wrong idea here.
Happiness doesn't come only in size eight. In fact, there are a lot of pretty unhappy
size eights out there. The key to happiness is loving yourself, and self-love comes from
within. It took me most of my life to get that. All of you looking out there someplace for
the key to happiness, you're looking in the wrong place. The key's in here." And she
taps her own bosom.

This makes our plus-size heroine burst into tears and fling food at the TV screen
before collapsing on the bed and moaning to her sympathetic cat, "Oprah's wrong. The
key to happiness is living in a world where fat is beautiful." She then cries herself to
sleep. But when she wakes up, Lo and behold! She finds herself in an alternate
universe where fat is, indeed, beautiful. In that world, her fashionably thin and popular
next door neighbor is ostracized for being thin, and Ronnie herself is considered a
babe. When she walks down the streets of Seattle shaking her bountiful booty (Hey,
you can't help jiggling when you're a size 28!), her auburn hair, which she considers
her only attractive feature, shining in the sun, a bunch of construction workers start
hooting, hollering and whistling at her like she's a hot mama. The Luscious Landing
Boutique is an upscale clothing store for all the fashionable women in town, who are all
plus-sized and proud of it. Her therapist friend, Alanna MacAuley, is counseling a
gorgeous actress who's "a perfect three hundred pounds" but lonely as hell because
men are afraid to ask her out and women are too jealous of her to be her friends! Even
the commercials on TV glorify fatness the same way that we glorify thinness in this
world; a L'Oreal commercial featuring a huge model with glossy red lips and double
chins who tells you "I'm worth it!", a commercial for Fatfast (just two shakes a day in
addition to your regular meals and you can put on at least two pounds a week!), a
Baywatch where the babe's swimsuit could cover the entire cast in this world, a James
Bond movie where the Bond Girl could smother two Bonds in this world, and an
infomercial for a CD set that helps you act as your own eating coach "to help you get
the rolls and lumps you've always wanted", complete with interviews with pretty, skinny
women crying because they hate themselves.

Well, our heroine is in hog heaven! Now that she's beautiful and popular, she finally
gets enough self-esteem to show her designs to her boss and get her help launching
her own fashion line. Her Rich Bitch mother is so proud of her she invites Ronnie to all
of her high class parties, where she gets to meet and mingle with the Beautiful People
(who are all so fat, you hope that the floor of Mommy's mansion has been reinforced).
She's also surrounded by hefty but handsome men who are all dying to take her out
and take her to bed. Eventually all this attention starts going to Ronnie's auburn head;
she breaks previous engagements with her old girlfriends for these huge hunks,
completely ignores the nice, plump but non-famous fellow in the men's wear store next
to her boutique who was her boyfriend in this world, but now isn't good enough for her
in this new world, and even moves in with a famous photographer she's only known for
a few days, who openly admits he can't wait to take her out and show her off. That
runs up the first red flag, as she realizes that she has become a sex object, not a
person.
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More red flags follow when she notices that the slender girls in the local girl's club
where she serves as a mentor are being overlooked in favor of the big beauties, and
when she sees a skinny waitress being bullied by a fat senator's wife at one of Mommy
Dearest's parties, she finds herself reluctant to intervene, where before she was willing
to stand up for the underdog, no matter how much it weighed. She also overhears a
conversation between two rotund guests at that party about an organization called the
WWSP, which she later learns stands for World Wide Sweep Project, whose members
want to purge society of thin people the same way that a certain skinny element in this
world wants to purge fat people, or anybody perceived as fat. Remember the Russian
ballerina who sued the Moscow Ballet, claiming she was fired because they thought
she was getting too fat for the male dancers to lift her over their heads? What about
airlines that charge overweight people double for taking up two seats? Not to mention
the health club that rejected a fat woman for membership because they thought her
obesity would clash with the club's healthy image.

Slowly but surely, Ronnie begins to see that being part of the In Crowd carries a hefty
price tag. When she finds herself skimping instead of stuffing her face and losing
enough weight to be noticeable, people in her new world begin treating her with the
same contempt they treated her with in this world. Even her Rich Bitch mother starts
criticizing her again, telling her she has no self control and urging her to eat!

The author, who has suffered from a weight problem herself, going from a size 8 to a
size 26 during her adult life (she's currently a size 10), is all too familiar with the
problems oversized women face in this society. I believe she wrote this story as a way
of reassuring all women who hate their weight that they are beautiful, no matter how fat
or thin they are. The key to happiness, as Oprah Winfrey said, is not being a perfect
size whatever, but being happy with the skin you're in no matter what size it is. As long
as you take care of your health and don't let your blood pressure or cholesterol go out
of bounds, you can eat whatever you like, within reason, and still be attractive, even if
it's only in your own eyes. Of course most women would prefer to be attractive in the
eyes of their lovers, which is why the diet industry makes so much money off of us,
because they know how desperate we are to be loved. So many men seem to prefer
the fashion industry's concept of the Ideal Woman - tall, thin and blonde - that millions
of otherwise sensible women try to shoehorn themselves into a size 10 or smaller in
the mistaken belief that this will magically make them desirable. Hasn't anybody
noticed that most of those petite beauties are unbelievably bitchy, because they never
get enough to eat? Or are so wrapped up in themselves that they consider the men on
their slender arms to be merely adornments for their beauty?

When I was a teenager at the height of the Women's Liberation Movement, I
deliberately cut my long hair short and stopped wearing makeup so that I could be my
own woman, not society's idea of a woman. Naturally this did not sit well with my
traditional Puerto Rican mother, who was brought up to believe that marriage and
motherhood were the only careers for women; how was I going to find a husband if I
wasn't pretty? Well, I eventually did get married, and still am, to a man who was able to
see my inner beauty when nobody else could, just like Jack Black's character in the
movie "Shallow Hal". Which proves that beauty lies in the eye of the beholder; even if
you don't consider yourself beautiful, somewhere out there is a person looking for
someone just like you. Mind you, this is no reason to be complacent; you still have to
make an effort to look good enough to attract this person! But the point that Ms.
Waggener and I are trying to make is that you have to love yourself enough to believe
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that you deserve the love of others. Then it won't matter if you look like Paris Hilton or
Roseanne Barr; your inner beauty will shine through whether you wear dresses big
enough to cover a picnic table or small enough to cover a picnic basket.

When Ronnie loses enough weight to become a pariah - her rich boyfriend throws her
out, her boss fires her, then adds insult to injury by using a hidden clause in their
employment contract to steal the new fashion line Ronnie created for oversized
women, because this time it's her lack of weight that's considered bad for their image! -
she moves back in with Mommy Dearest and has to put up with her verbal barbs as
she becomes so depressed she doesn't eat more than enough to keep her alive,
thereby losing even more weight. That's when she finds out who her real friends are;
the old girlfriends she didn't have time for before, as well as the nice, plump and non-
famous fellow who thinks she is beautiful in both worlds, rally round her and help her
get back what she lost, her self-esteem and her career as a designer. It's a long road
back, but she makes it, with a little help from her friends. She even makes it back to
this world eventually, but not before she has a revelation about beauty in all its forms,
while she's still learning to love the newly slender body she's in, even as she's
mourning for the loss of the big beauty she once was. This ambiguity about one's looks
is all too familiar to me and every other woman struggling with her weight; do you
believe the good friends who love you the way you are, or the self-appointed
arbitrators of fashion, otherwise known as The Beautiful People, The In Crowd, The
Cool Kids and other societal tags, who keep telling you you're just not good enough to
be one of them? Why do you want to be one of them? Will it really change your life for
the better? Or will you just get a whole new set of problems along with your new looks,
like Ronnie did?

Thanks to this book, I find myself a lot more relaxed about my weight than I used to be.
I even eat chocolate more often than I used to, but not as much as I did before,
because I would rather be well-fed and happy than hungry and miserable. The bony
beauties with prominent cheekbones who stare at me from the covers of those
magazines I never read no longer have the power to intimidate me, because I know
that one day they'll be out of style. Who even remembers Twiggy, the skeletal waif who
was so popular during the 60's? Lightweight Kate Moss is also on her way out, thanks
to that photo of her snorting coke that appeared on the cover of a British magazine.
Full-figured models are gaining in popularity, and a popular actress even had to gain
weight for her role in the movie version of "Bridget Jones' Diary". Who knows, if the
pendulum swings back far enough it might even be sexy to be full-figured again! In the
meantime, eat in moderation, exercise regularly, dress attractively in a manner befitting
your age as well as your body type, and do read "Alternate Beauty". It will make you
feel better about yourself while inspiring you to take better care of the body you have,
instead of yearning to be a size you used to be or never were.
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Green River, Running Red
By Ann Rule
Published by Pocket Star, a division of Simon and Schuster, Inc.

Review by Richard Mellott

This True Crime story about the serial killer who stalked the
South side of Seattle for many years is quite gripping from page 1
to the end. We are all fascinated with death and mayhem, and
this man provided us with plenty of grist for the mill. Our author,
who lived in the area during the era, was writing other stories,
and going to local readings, but kept up on this story as it
developed. Once Gary Ridgway was identified as the Green
River Killer, and his picture published, both she and her daughter
recognized him as a man who silently watched from the wings as

she gave book talks about other murder cases. Her personal involvement in the
investigations, and her previous police investigator experience, lend a great deal of
credibility to her descriptive accounts of the long investigation's evolution.

What Ann Rule does so successfully throughout her book is humanize the victims,
women down on their luck, and/or professional sex workers, putting a face and life
story to each of the known victims. We learn the background, the family history and
other member's influences on the young women who became prey for this psycho-
killer. She does just as well as in giving us insight into the development of the serial
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killer as predator. We learn about his controlling mother, his ex-wives, his son (who, at
the age of 8, was actually taken along for a ride when Gary did away with one girl). In
the process, she gets us as involved as she can in the unfolding of the events, the
police investigators, her own writing career in the True Crime genre, and all the
overlaps between victims. We come into the middle section of the book, hungering to
put a face with the names of the characters, and she calmly obliges us with B&W pics
of all the major players, in a chronologic order that follows the unfolding of this twenty-
two year rampage.

She does an excellent job of characterizing each of the players, the funding of the
investigation, the politics behind the police work, and the media's involvement in both
reporting the separate incidents and the eventual revelation of the killer's identity. The
beauty is in the details, and she gives them to us in such a coherent and consistent
style, that we as readers are captivated and tortured. Thankfully, the coup de grace is
never administered, and we walk away as humbled and misty-eyed survivors, thankful
for our place in family networks that protect us from the monsters that prowl the night...
we hope.
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Love and Honor
By Randall Wallace
Wheelhouse Books

Review by Chad Denton

Because he cannot find a way to adequately and concisely
describe his feelings on the book, "Love and Honor," through a
traditional review, the author of this review, Chad Denton, will
instead record an imaginary conversation with a friend (with bits
of real conversations thrown in):

"Hey, Chad, why are you reading a book by Randall Wallace? I
thought you hated 'Braveheart'"?

"Well, I hated the movie. I never read the book and after reading this I never will. But,
still, it might be much better than this book., unless it keeps that cheesy and idiotic plot
twist about William Wallace being Edward III's real father. Oh, and the homophobia..."

"Right, right. By now we all know your "Braveheart" rant by heart. So what's 'Love And
Honor' about?"

"Oh, Benjamin Franklin wants to keep Tsarina Catherine the Great of Russia from
supporting George III's suppression of the American Revolution, so he sends a young,
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idealist Virginian soldier, Kieran, to convince Catherine not to declare war on the
colonists."

"Wouldn't Franklin do it himself?"

"Well, that kind of came up in the book. Franklin convinces Kieran that he's sending
him because he took French and German and was a good orator in college."

"...What?"

"I know, I know. Anyway, the real reason is because Franklin thinks Kieran will become
Catherine's lover."

"Well, that doesn't sound so bad, as long as it's handled tongue-in-cheek..."

"It wasn't. And to prove himself, Kieran fights the Cossack rebellion led by Pugachev.
And has to deal with a plot by a British ambassador to stop him. Somehow this all filled
434 pages."

"So you didn't like it?"

"Well, the writing is well-handled and even engaging in some spots. But the
characterization is just too hollow and it seems every character comes out of three or
four templates, the dialogue sounds like something out of a generic Hollywood movie,
and there's so, so much padding..."

"I'm afraid to ask about the history..."

"Oh, but I'm glad you brought that up. I know I'm not a professional historian, not yet
anyway, but there were important details he could have easily gotten right without
having any effect on the story. When in one chapter Catherine describes her past, she
claims the husband she overthrew, Tsar Peter III, was the son of the Tsarina Elizabeth,
when in actuality he was her nephew. And Wallace then writes that one month after
Catherine married Peter III, Elizabeth had him strangled! I don't even know where to
begin in telling you how that's wrong. I mean, I understand that in historical adaptations
there has to be some adjustments for the sake of dramatic license and for making the
plot manageable and accessible, but there is no reason for Wallace to flub these small
but crucial facts – unless he's lazy, inept at research, or just doesn't really give half a
damn about the history. And there's probably dozens of more unnecessary mistakes I
just missed. If you're going to ignore the history, then you really just ought to write
something that's entirely fictional. It's not like the actual history isn't entertaining
enough or that Wallace doesn't have the money for at least one research assistant..."

"Right, right. But, hey, the critics seemed to like it."

"Oh, it's definitely written like something made to be the 'inspiration' for a great,
mundane blockbuster. It hits all the notes in that respect. There's even a classic
Hollywood ending that's only missing all the characters standing around and laughing."

"I wonder what Catherine the Great would have made of it..."

"Well, it depicts her as more of a tyrant than she probably was in real life. Wallace even
has her starve a minister to death! And the protagonist is almost literally raped by her
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when they finally meet in private! Because, you know, a powerful woman that enjoys
sex would certainly have to be a nymphomaniac. So, yeah, her reaction probably
wouldn't have been healthy."

"Let me guess, when Catherine sexually harasses Kieran, he overpowers her, yells at
her manfully and patriotically, and in the end she agrees to his request because she's
impressed by his righteous, American manliness?"

"More or less. But now that I've told you all this... do you want to buy a book from me
for just two dollars and fifty cents?"

"...No."

"But surely the advice to never read anything by Randall Wallace, especially if you
actually care about history, has to be worth something, right?"

"Hmm, I'll go get you a beer."
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Jubei-chan 2: The Counterattack of Siberia Yagyu, Vol. 3
Revelation (DVD)
Geneon

Review by Tom Good

Jubei-chan 2, the comedy about a junior high school girl who is
the reincarnation of a 17th century samurai, has become one of
my favorite anime series. This disc comes filled with the series'
typically quirky humor. Characters talk about things that
happened "in the last series," as if they know they inhabit a
sequel. Jubei-chan's father tells the long-winded narrator to shut

up. And in a subtle yet hilarious gag, one of the "monkey boys" quickly draws some
portraits featuring detail and shading that is artistically superior to the style in which he
himself is drawn.

Some of the jokes are kind of obscure, though, like a reference to the complexity of
sorting garbage and recycling in Japan. And one character wears a shirt with a symbol
on the front, which is sometimes a punctuation mark and other times a Japanese kanji.
As a running joke, the symbol keeps changing to reflect whatever is happening. To
explain this, an English translation of the symbol appears at the very top of the screen.
Unfortunately, English-speaking viewers may miss the connection between these
words and the shirt, because the ever-changing shirt is such a weird idea in the first
place.
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Even with all these jokes, the mood is a bit darker than in Volume 2. Thanks to the
manipulations of her cute but evil rival Freesia, Jubei-chan is led into a hurtful
confrontation with her father. (Here, Freesia has "antenna-hair" like Maya in Tenjho
Tenge, but Freesia's antennas stick straight out to the side instead of up.) I found
myself taking the story more seriously than I have in past episodes, and finishing this
disc left me wanting more. The music and art were top-notch, as usual. The DVD
Extras section includes a character gallery, previews, and a live-action segment about
the Tea Ceremony that only has Japanese audio. Jubei-chan 2 is still going strong with
Volume 3, and I recommend this DVD.
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Death Note, Vol. 1 & Vol. 2
Story by Tsugumi Ohba
Art by Takeshi Obata
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

Light Yagami has a magic notebook,
originally the property of a Shinigami, or
"death god." If Light writes someone's name
down in the book, that person will die.
When I first heard about this I thought it was
a clever story idea, but then I wondered
how it would be possible to sustain it for

more than a few dozen pages. First he will have to decide whether to use the
notebook, and of course he will use it, since otherwise the story would be boring. So,
with an undetectable way to kill people, he will kill some, and then what? He sits
around feeling guilty? Actually, Tsugumi Ohba turns this into a very interesting story
about the cat-and-mouse game between Light and the detective who is trying to catch
him.

How do you catch a killer who can murder from a distance without leaving a trace?
There will be no ordinary clues at the scene, but there may be other information
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available. The mysterious young detective known as "L" thinks he can solve this
puzzle, and he comes up with some ingenious ways of narrowing down the search,
which I will not reveal here. Adding to the story's complexity, Light believes that he is
doing a good thing. He feels that he has been given this opportunity so he can make
the world a better place by eliminating those who are truly evil. This vigilantism is
reminiscent of the comic The Punisher. And Light's father is a policeman, so perhaps
he wants to prove he can deal with crimials more effectively than his father.

Ryuk, the Shinigami, follows Light around and talks to him, but only Light can see him.
Over time, Light learns from Ryuk that the Death Note is more complicated than it
seems. Ryuk looks kind of like a very tall goth clown, with sharp teeth and spiky hair.
The trouble his Death Note causes in the human world seems to amuse him, but he
refuses to take Light's side. Takeshi Obata, the artist who also created Hikaru no Go,
does a great job of putting this strikingly odd character into what is otherwise a very
realistic world. Because of the overall realism, unlike most manga Death Note would
probably work well as a live-action movie.

Death Note is a very inventive and entertaining manga, and should not be missed.
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Mermaid Forest, Vol. 3 "Unquenchable Thirst" (DVD)
Geneon Distribution

Review by Tom Good

Eating mermaid's flesh is a kind of culinary Russian roulette:
most of those who partake are killed or turned into deformed
monsters, but for a lucky few the result is immortality. Rumiko
Takahashi's Mermaid Forest fixates on this idea, spinning out
many variations on its "just say no to mermaid flesh" public
service campaign. (After watching many episodes, a running joke
in my house now goes something like this: "You know what I did

today?" "You ate the mermaid flesh!?") But though the concept may be rather odd, this
DVD is quite good, with quality English voice acting and the best visuals in the series
so far, featuring some high-contrast scenes and nice glow and fog effects.

The main characters Yuta and Mana ate the mermaid flesh and became immortal.
They never age, and their wounds heal almost instantly. Now they travel around the
country solving mysteries and warning people against eating mermaid. Naturally, their
"it worked great for us but is far too dangerous for you" speech is not always very
convincing, so they sometimes have to use more than words to put things right. The
series emphasizes the unintended consequences of people's decisions, even when
they have good intentions.
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In the first episode, "Bone Princess," Yuta comes across a charlatan who sells fake
mermaid flesh. But though his product is counterfeit, his daughter has healing abilities
that are very real. Yuta has to investigate the claims of a mysterious monk who wants
to destroy her. The second and third episodes make up a two-part story called "The
Last Face." This tale of a mother and her kidnapped son is full of plot twists and
deception, and is my favorite story in the series. The first part is kind of confusing, but
all is explained in the end, and Yuta is portrayed with more emotional depth here than
in some of the earlier stories.

Though Rumiko Takahashi also uses supernatural themes in Inuyasha, this series is
much darker and scarier, and lacks jokes to lighten the mood. In fact, Mermaid Forest
is not appropriate for young children due to its violent and creepy content, including
graphic acts of violence against "the younglings," to use a George Lucas term. The
DVD is suggested for ages 16+.

See also:

Mermaid Forest, Vol 2. (DVD)
Mermaid Saga, No. 4 (Manga)

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 12/06/2005: "Anime review: Mermaid Forest, Vol. 3"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000522.htm[4/27/2019 3:15:20 PM]

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 12/05/2005: "Movie review: Aeon Flux"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000521.htm[4/27/2019 3:15:23 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Comic review: Submarine File"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Anime
review: Mermaid Forest, Vol. 3"]

12/05/2005 Archived Entry: "Movie review: Aeon Flux"

Aeon Flux
Directed by Karyn Kusama
Written by Phil Hay and Mat Manfredi
Characters by Peter Chung

Review by Chad Denton

I was required by law - nerd law - to go watch "Aeon Flux," so I
could help gauge Hollywood's latest butchering of a well-
executed, original concept.

Of course, to some of us the relationship between Hollywood and
'fandoms' is like that of an abusive lover and their victim; maybe,

just maybe, this time, the victim hopes, they'll be different. And, while I knew that it
would be impossible to make an even mostly faithful adaptation of "Aeon Flux" that
would appeal to a broader, mainstream audience, I was hoping we'd at least get an
interesting and fun action/sci-fi exercise out of the bargain. 

While I definitely wasn't expecting them to not provide a cohesive narrative, have Aeon
meet a bloody death at any point, or even take up Peter Chung's messages about
violence by lingering on the death throes of Aeon's otherwise anonymous victims as
the original cartoons do, I was surprised by how far they went to miss the point. There's
none of the strange but sophisticated eroticism that the cartoon did so well (sure, they
try to capture it, but they can't even pull off Aeon-as-dominatrix right), the writers
completely oversimplify Aeon's relationship with Trevor Goodchild, and they take away

http://imdb.com/title/tt0402022/
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all the mystery and alieness of the world of "Aeon Flux" by constructing a premise
that's so scientifically implausible suspension of disbelief will do you no good.

Oh, and I can't decide which was worse - the dialogue or the acting of said dialogue. A
character reacts to the apparent destruction of their life's work with a mumbled "No."
Significant pauses are peppered into every exchange. Plot information is repeated so
much and so unnecessarily even a caffeine-ridden kid with ADD would get annoyed -
as my friend Lauren put it, they could have cut three minutes from every scene. There
were a few Roger Moore-esque attempts at wit, but at least twice they were met with
actual 'pity laughs' from audience members. And there were even a few moments when
I swear the characters were on the verge of pulling a "Dr. Scott! Brad! Janet! Rocky!"
Worst of all, in regards to the action scenes, everyone seems to have the ability to
instantaneously teleport, and in the future people can walk just fine a few minutes after
falling through walls and getting shot more than once.

So... no, it's neither 'interesting' or 'fun.' There were a few overblown but still nifty sci-fi
concepts (although, really, does anyone in the future just use a door?) and the sets
were purty, but... well, that's about it, really. The guy they had as Trevor wasn't even
decent eye candy.
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Submarine File
by Carmen Ogden
Published by Happy Goat

Review by Tom Good

The more comics I read, the more surprised I am to come across
something really new and different. I usually note how much a
comic grabs me with its first impression, and then compare that
with how much staying power it has: how much and how long I
keep thinking about it after I've finished reading. In both of these
categories, Carmen Ogden's mysterious Submarine File series

scores high marks. When I discovered it at the Stumptown Comics Fest earlier this
year, it stood out from the other comics I saw that day, and I have been thinking about
it ever since.

The drawings show the inhabitants of a submarine, usually framed by the rounded
doorways and hatches of the vessel. Through-the-doorway compositions lead the
reader into feeling like a stowaway on the submarine, spying on the crew. This device
establishes the location of the story, but also hints at more universal themes. Some of
these bordered drawings remind me of a cartouche, while other drawings arrange the
characters like fetuses in the "womb" of the submarine, or emerging from hatches as if
being born.

The artistic style is primitive, yet thoughtful and full of personality.

http://liheliso.org/
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It seems almost like the comic itself could have been drawn by
one of the submarine's crew as a record of his or her
experiences. The issue called file: 1811525 enhances this
impression by putting a drawing of a bird on the inside cover,
apparently as just a decorative device outside of the story. But
later a very similar drawing appears on a piece of paper held by
one of the characters.

The first few issues of this comic have no words and no
conventional narrative, so reading them is a bit like trying to
decode the secrets of a lost civilization from fragments of pottery.
One gets the sense of seeing intriguing glimpses of a much
larger story. Later issues have some dialogue as well as "artifacts" such as typed and
handwritten notes from one character to another, and transcriptions of conversations.
(Who transcribed them and why? Is someone listening to them?)

So far, Submarine File offers more questions than answers. It may frustrate those who
just want a straightforward story with plenty of explanations, but I found it hard to put
down and impossible to forget. It is strange, to be sure, but strange in a very interesting
and intense way. It reminded me of the feeling I had upon discovering the paintings of
Gustave Moreau, whose dreamlike canvases seem to hold more secrets than the
viewer can grasp.

I recommend Submarine File as a good independent comic that breaks some new
ground.

Submarine File is available by subscription for 20 dollars/year, from:

Carmen Ogden
327 Market St
Santa Cruz, CA 95060-2930

or e-mail Happygoat@wobblyart.com for a free sample.
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Mad Night
by Richard Sala
Published Fantagraphics Books, Inc.

Review by Kathryn Ramage

Judy Drood, Girl Detective, is my new hero. This Nancy Drew
wannabe may swear a blue streak when faced with a bizarre or
dangerous situation, but she never loses her head and always
manages to fend for herself in a crisis. She's always prepared for
an emergency. As she explains to one of her would-be abductors
after he returns to find her not so tied up as she was when he left
her:

"You think I've never been tied up before? A couple of Houdini moves, a
little wriggling and--bingo! I grab my trusty blade--which is always strapped

to my thigh. You clowns don't know how to search girls, do you?"

Judy is the heroine in the black-and-white graphic novel (graphic in more ways than
one!), Mad Night.* She attends college at a gothic-looking campus, where the student
body seems to consist of a large number of busty young women, and a few geeky-
looking guys. The faculty are grotesque, creepy, undead, or all of the above.

Students are being killed off in a series of grisly murders, to extract some glandular
secretion from the neck of each for a life-prolonging serum. Judy is inadvertently drawn

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1560976810
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into the plot when her camera is stolen by pirates (The pirates are another collection of
young ladies, all with flower names, led by a hand-puppet named Aunt Azalea--the
puppeteer is unseen). In her efforts to retrieve her property, Judy finds herself in the
midst of this macabre secret that lies at the heart of the campus history, dragging
along her dweeby sort-of boyfriend, Kasper Keene every step of the way to the
exciting denouement in the secret laboratory in the campus clocktower.

Mad Night has thrills, chills, laugh-out-loud moments, and a body count that I lost
count of (let's just say you don't want to get too attached to any young lady besides
Judy who appears in this tale).

*Previously published in serial form as "Reflections in a Glass Scorpion."
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Why do Men Have Nipples?
Hundreds of Questions You'd Only Ask a Doctor After Your Third
Martini
By Mark Leyner and Billy Goldberg, M.D.
Three Rivers Press (a division of Random House), 2005

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

When I selected this book for review, I was under the impression
that it was a serious, informative tome written by a doctor and a
scholarly layman, using a question and answer format to respond
to all the questions that are most commonly asked of doctors at
parties. And was it? Well, yes and no.

You see, while Billy Goldberg is a real doctor who works as an emergency room
physician in New York City, Mark Leyner is a real smartass who normally writes topical,
satiric humor, a la Dave Barry. You may have read some of his books, My Cousin, My
Gastroenterologist; Tooth Imprints on a Corn Dog, I Smell Esther Williams, etc. This
dynamic duo makes a credible attempt to answer the questions most frequently asked
by party guests of anybody who is introduced as a doctor, in the form of a table of
contents divided into chapters with headings like "YOU ARE WHAT YOU EAT for food
questions ("Why are you served juice and cookies after you donate blood?"), "BODY
ODDITIES" for physical questions (like the titular question "Why do men have nipples?
") and even "ALL YOU (N)EVER WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT SEX (for the answer to
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such old wives' tales as "Does using a tampon for the first time make you lose your
virginity?"). But the running (or run-on) dialog Dr. Goldberg uses between chapters to
describe a party that he and Mark went to, where he was pestered with dumb
questions like the aforementioned while Mark made a pest of himself by getting drunk
and giving impromptu lectures on Life, the Universe, and Everything, as well as the
many transcripts from their Instant Messaging, which resembles a Marx Brother's
movie script, lets you know that neither of these gentlemen (a word that is debatable in
Mr. Leyner's case) really takes this book seriously.

Oh, they pretend to; many references are made to the book in their Instant Messaging
segments, namely as an obligation that must be met, along with unflattering
descriptions of their editor and various acquaintances who fail to recognize their
literary genius or medical skill. Those of you with sensitive stomachs or delicate
sensibilities should be forewarned that the language used to describe your inner
workings gets pretty graphic, though the bad words are kept to a minimum. For
example, the byproduct of digestion is always referred to as "poo", while male and
female genitalia are properly referred to by their grownup names (though Mr. Leyner
tends to fall back on such cutsie phrases as "Private Willie is Playing Reveille" to
describe morning erections, which, incidentally, tend to happen most frequently during
the REM, or Rapid Eye Movement, phase of sleep), and descriptions of really gross
stuff like vomiting are kept to a minimum. But on the whole, this book is an amusing
blend of practical knowledge and sheer smart aleckiness that is sure to help you win
bets and settle arguments at any party.

By the way, the answers to the above questions are:

"Why are you served juice and cookies after you donate blood?" There is no real
medical reason for this; it's just a polite tradition. The idea is that it will help you
replenish your body fluids and raise your blood sugar. But donating blood doesn't
affect your blood sugar, just your blood volume, and the small amount of juice they
give you isn't enough to replenish the amount of body fluid you just lost, or they
wouldn't be telling you to increase your intake of fluids for the next 24 hours.
Apparently the purpose of this little snack is "to allow you to rest and adjust before you
go on your way after doing your civic duty." Goldberg and Leyner also suggest some
alternate food combinations to attract more potential donors, like champagne and foie
gras for the upper-crust crowd, Vitamin Water and a Power Bar for the hipster, diet
soda and a steak for the Atkins crowd, and a forty and some fried wings for the hip-hop
crowd. Not too stereotypical, is it?

As for the titular question, "Why do men have nipples?", it should be apparent to
anybody who hasn't swallowed the Intelligent Design Theory that we are all mammals,
descended from apes (or lower humanoids, if you prefer), and all members of
mammalian species have three things in common: body hair, three middle ear bones,
and the ability to nourish our young with milk that females produce in modified sweat
glands called mammary glands. That's right, guys; those lovely protuberances that you
admire so much are nothing but overdeveloped sweat glands! But even though
females have the mammary glands, all human embryos start out the same way in the
womb. During development, the embryo follows a female template, which is the basic
design for all humanoid bodies, until about six weeks when the male sex chromosome
kicks in. Then the embryo begins to develop male characteristics. The finished product
is left with nipples and some breast tissue, which may or may not be covered by chest
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hair. Men can also get breast cancer. There are even some medical conditions that
cause male breasts to enlarge, a condition known as gynecomastia, usually caused by
obesity or using anabolic steroids. (This revelation is followed by a tasteless Barry
Bonds joke regarding his probable use of steroids, which I strongly suspect was
inserted into the book by Leyner the smartass.)

As for the old chestnut, "Does using a tampon for the first time make you lose your
virginity?" the answer is a resounding NO! The only way you can officially lose your
virginity is by having sexual intercourse for the first time, or "going all the way". Yes, I
do mean having a man insert his erect male organ all the way into your vagina! The
average tampon isn't long enough to penetrate the hymen, that little fold of tissue that
partly covers the mouth of the vagina. Granted, the hymen can become stretched
during activities like gymnastics, horseback riding, even masturbation, but you can still
use a tampon and remain a technical virgin, if you're an old-fashioned girl with your
heart set on marrying an old-fashioned boy with the same traditional beliefs and values
as yourself.

There are lots of more fascinating questions in "Why Do Men Have Nipples?" which
are bound to amuse, offend, or titillate you. I don't have the time or space to answer
the more fascinating ones like "Why do beans give you gas?" or "Can you catch
diseases from a toilet seat?" or all the other mysteries of the universe that have been
intriguing you since your school days, the questions you didn't dare ask your parents or
teachers, or spent hours arguing about with your friends. Just get your own copy and
you're sure to find yourself the most popular person at any gathering where a doctor is
having difficulty explaining these dubious facts of life to people who've been too well
lubricated by alcohol to let a subject drop. At the very least, you'll be taking pressure off
the poor doctor!

Replies: 1 Comment

A friend sent me your review. Given the subject matter of the Why Do MEn HAve
Nipples, I was wondering what you thought of my recent book--Odds'R--The Odds On
Everything Book, or if you had read it.

Posted by Roger Schlaifer @ 01/22/2006 02:43 PM PST
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The Light Invisible
by Robert Hugh Benson
Published by Once and Future Books

Review by Kathryn Ramage

The Light Invisible, originally published in 1903 and recently
republished by Once and Future Books, is a sort of spiritual
supernatural tale. The story is not so much a novel as it is a
series of vignettes about an elderly priest who sees something
beyond the material world (rather like the lead character in his
brother E.F. Benson's short story, "The Man Who Went Too Far,"
with less disastrous results.) Each chapter/vignette is framed by

the priest telling the narrator about the extraordinary things he has seen in the invisible
world--visible to him--throughout his life. 

Although they are not precisely in chronological order, the stories progress from the
priest's experiences in his youth to a mature age. The earliest stories are less
explicable and often have a creepy, ghost-story-like feel to them: a gleeful face
appears in the trees to delight in the shooting of a bird; two young boys, lost in the
woods at night, witness some very odd goings-on. The later stories, as the priest
embarks upon his vocation, become more conventionally religious in tone: a woman
finds comfort during her moment of deepest grief over the loss of a loved one; a
confirmed sinner repents his wickedness; a nun's prayers hold vast importance in the
spiritual world.
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Note: E.F. Benson was the author of the Mapp and Lucia novels and a number of
ghost stories. The Bensons were a deeply religious family (their father, Edward White
Benson, was Archbishop of Canterbury). While the rest of the family remained devout
Anglicans, Hugh Benson converted to Catholicism and became a priest himself.
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FullMetal Alchemist Volume 1: The Land of Sand (novel)
by Makoto Inoue
Translated by Alexander O. Smith
Published by VIZ Media

Review by Tom Good

This novel, based on the hit anime and manga series FullMetal
Alchemist, tells the story of Edward and Alphonse Elric, two boys
who have suffered the consequences of an alchemy experiment
gone wrong. This disaster left Edward with an artificial leg and
hand, and his younger brother Alphonse as a disembodied spirit
inhabiting a large suit of armor. The two heroes search for the
Philosopher's Stone in the hopes that it can restore their bodies.

On their journey, they come across a desert mining town in decline, with the gold rush
over and its fortunes long past. Here, another pair of boys has been impersonating the
Elrics and conducting alchemy experiments of their own.

Though The Land of Sand is the first FullMetal Alchemist novel, the main story is
actually based on episodes 11 and 12 of the anime, which were called "The Other
Brothers Elric." This is followed by a short, 44-page bonus story called The Phantom of
Warehouse 13, which is an amusing "ghost story" based on part of an unrelated
episode.
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This novel presents a very competent adaptation of the anime, and gets the characters
of Edward and Alphonse just right, contrasting Ed, who is outgoing and headstrong,
with his shy, sweet, and thoughtful brother Alphonse. The two Elric impostors also
share some of these characteristics, which the brothers cannot help but notice. And
Ed's famous sensitivity about his own short stature, which figures into almost every
episode of the anime, also appears here.

While reading this, I could not help comparing it with Ghost In The Shell 2: Innocence,
After The Long Goodbye. Whereas the Ghost In The Shell novel reveals a whole new
side story and adds more depth to the character of Batou, The Land of Sand does not
really add anything new. If you have seen the FullMetal Alchemist anime, you already
know what happens here. The book is fun, but could have offered more if it had
presented some new information about the story or characters.
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Gankutsuou: The Count of Monte Cristo, Chapter One
English Language version produced by Geneon, 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Gankutsuou is without a doubt the most stunning anime I have
ever seen in my entire life. The visuals grab you by the eyeballs
and swing you around like it's a three-year-old with a rag doll for
the entire duration of this DVD. After seeing the trailer for
Gankutsuou, I cynically thought, "Well, that's impressive, but I
wonder what it will really look like?" Imagine my surprise to find
that the episodes actually look like the trailer. It was quite a shock
to a jaded critic like me, let me assure you.

Gankutsuou has an art film look to it, due primarily to the unique method the art
director chose for presenting textures. Hair and clothing move over texture that
remains stationary...Yeah, I'm afraid that's the best I can do to explain it. This
technique gives the film a rich, but oddly off-kilter look. The creators throw in a lot of
unexpected elements to almost every scene to keep the viewer off-balance and
engaged. The first episode opens at carnival. The colors are dazzling. The amount of
movement and detail stuns you. "Something," you realize, though, as you see the
Earth hanging in the sky of a city on Luna, "is wrong here."

Oh, yeah, I forgot to say. This adaptation of The Count of Monte Cristo is set in the
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future. Since I'm a die-hard Dumas fan, you might expect that to bother me. It didn't.
The time transposition merely demonstrated the resilience of the source material.
Monte Cristo, even when set in a time when gentlemen duel with mecha instead of
swords, remains the same engrossing story of action, social commentary, intrigue, and
bittersweet romance.

With all the swirling colors and textures, the future painted by the writers and artists of
Gankutsuou is a unique, gold and brass vision. The hints of extreme decadence save it
from becoming cyber-quaint. It's French Rococo Steampunk, if you can imagine that.

The most shockingly creative liberty taken is the portrayal of the Count himself. In the
synchronicity of cultural cross-fertilization, Edmund Dantes, in the guise of the Count of
Monte Cristo becomes in this version a blending of Lord Byron, Count Dracula, and
Captain Harlock. Unlike the book, Gankutsuou is told from the point of view of
Mercedes' son, Albert. Therefore we are introduced to Dante near to the apotheosis of
his role as the Count. We meet him fully formed as a creature of vengeance without
first witnessing the events that caused his transformation.

Gankutsuou literalizes Dantes' metamorphosis into a monomaniacal monster. The
appearance of Gankutsuou's Count is clearly non-human. He is given the
characteristics of a vampire. Although this interpretation was surprising at first, I think
it's very fitting. Remember that in traditional Japanese folklore, vampires (or "hungry
ghosts") are frequently creatures who crave vengeance for wrongs done to them at the
time of their death. Edmund Dantes, as he existed as the honest, young, carefree
sailor, "died" in the Chateau D'If. The Count of Monte Cristo is the not-quite-human
guise he assumes to exact vengeance on those who caused his happy existence to
end.

Gankutsuou's Count, even with the pointed teeth, is still charming and mesmerizing.
When he's in the scene, it's hard to look at anything or anyone else. In a way that other
more literal adaptations sometimes miss, Gankutsuou's Count also carries an air of
menace that envelops him like his richly textured cloak. You can understand why the
other characters are simultaneously attracted to and repelled by him. He is as
fascinating and deadly as a cobra.

Albert, who serves as our narrator in Gankutsuou, is a rather annoying character in
Dumas' original. I was surprised at his successful transition to anime. In the book, we
meet him well into the second half of the story. Although you are supposed to care for
him as Dantes does, Albert is so clueless it's hard to see him as anything but a
roadblock to the forward motion of the Count's revenge. When you begin the story from
Albert's point of view, however, his ignorance is far less troublesome. Instead of
looking at the young man through the eyes of an impatient reader who must wait for
Albert to figure out what you already know, the viewer becomes a peer who uncovers
the mysteries of the Count and his mother's past along with the young nobleman.

Beyond this, Albert is simply a character built for anime. Over a century before
mankind ever dreamed of putting big-eyed boys with spikey hair into flying robots,
Alexander Dumas seems to have built the perfect anime lead character. Physically
attractive, stalwart, but naïve and impulsive, Albert could change places with any of the
dozens of angsty-cute heroes behind the controls of any random super-transforming
mecha of destiny in the Robo-Gundam-tech clone series of your choice.
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The only characterization I was disappointed in was Mercedes. Instead of being the
conflicted mature woman of Dumas' book, she is barely distinguishable from the
dozens of other richly painted but dimensionless beauties who populate Gankutsuou. I
hope that in subsequent chapters, she is allowed to gain a little more dimensionality.

As if there was any doubt at this point, I give Gankutsuou: The Count of Monte Cristo
my highest recommendation. It is the most creative and inventive anime I've seen in
years. Gankutsuou is that rarest and most delightful of things, an animated film that
combines both graphic brilliance and narrative excellence. Anime fan or not, Dumas
fan or not, you owe it to yourself to see this one!
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Rurouni Kenshin, Volumes 17 and 18
Story and Art by Nobuhiro Watsuki

English Language version produced by VIZ
Media

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Sometimes it's entertaining to enter a
storyline in the middle of the action instead
of at the beginning. This was my
experience with Rurouni Kenshin. I had
heard of this classic manga series and its
anime adaptation before, but had never
read or seen any of it. These two volumes

of the manga series plunge the reader breathlessly into the heat of the action. Volume
17 presents a climatic battle. Volume 18 lets the readers see the characters collecting
themselves before being swept up into Meijii era intrigue once more. Important
relationships are already established and are being tested. These two volumes give
the reader an exciting snapshot of vigorous series in progress.

Story
Rurouni Kenshin a historical drama, packed with fight scenes and enlivened with
romantic comedy. Stylistically there's lots of parallels to Inuyasha. Of course, the two
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series are set in very different eras of Japan's past and Rurouni Kenshin deals less
with magic and the supernatural. Other than that though, both feature a sword-wielding
hero who travels with a large entourage who openly bicker and secretly lust after each
other in between pitched battles with powerful foes.

As I said in the opening paragraph, Rurouni Kenshin is a classic example of the
historical/action/drama genre of manga. As might be expected, this means we have a
full complement of the usual suspects who tend to turn up in samurai dramas -- the
strong and silent hero, the rough and ready sidekick, the annoying kid, the loyal would-
be girlfriend, etc. The easy level of camaraderie and entertaining banter between the
characters breathes life into these stereotypes, though.

Art
Rurouni Kenshin's artwork is also a prime example of the level of excellence typical of
manga spawned by Shonen Jump. Bold and decorative graphics use slick cinematic
composition to propel the story forward. Big-eyed girls and spikey-haired boys battle
squint-eyed villains with flowing black locks. Action lines streak across pages of battle
scenes. Onomatopoeia burst forth from the page like bottle rockets. Melancholy leaves
drift into quieter moments. Although not terribly innovative, Nobuhiro Watsuki's art for
this series is masterfully workman-like and gets the story told in a charmingly
aggressive fashion.

Extras
My favorite parts of this manga are the odd little messages from the author. Some of
these are about the story and the characters. Some are surprisingly informal little
letters that talk about his obsession with action figures and finding an apartment with a
good view of the sunset.

There's also useful glossary of significant terms from the Meijii era. You'll need it. I was
impressed by the attention to historical accuracy in this manga and enjoyed the
political commentary that is woven into this action/adventure story. These ties to reality
gave the sometimes fantastic plot depth.

Summary

Reading back over this review, I don't sound as enthusiastic about this series as I feel.
I seem to have used the word "typical" in every other sentence. I think this is because I
just finished reviewing Gankutsuou and Samurai Champloo -- easily too of the most
daringly creative anime projects I have seen in years. Don't let my bedazzled eyes and
jaded attitude put you off Kenshin, though. Although not the most bleeding edge
innovator of its generation, this is a good, solid series that will charm, delight, and
entertain you. I liked the middle so much, I now look forward to going back and reading
the beginning.
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Samurai Champloo, Volume 2 and 3
English Language version produced by
Geneon, 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

At first, when you hear the rap theme music
paired with the wood-block print-like
graphics of the Samurai Champloo's
introduction, you're going to think, "What an
interesting choice the translators have
made here..." Nope. The rap is original.

These people are serious about their anachronisms. Shinichiro Watanabe, who also
worked on Cowboy Bebop and the Animatrix, directs the series. Chief designers
include Kazuto Nakazawa (Kill Bill Vol.1) and Mahiro Maeda (Last Exile, Blue
Submarine No. 6). If you can mentally combine the quirky, hip attitudes of all these
projects into one very quirky, very hip series and set it in feudal Japan, you've got
Samurai Champloo.

This is one anime that lives up to its "mature" rating because it's truly a narrative for
grown-ups -- not just because they throw in some cuss words and nekkid cartoon
ladies. The basic premise is simple. Fuu, a teenaged girl, enlists the aid of two rogue
warriors Mugen, and Jin, to track down a samurai who smells of sunflowers. (Do
sunflowers have a smell?) After that, things get funky. In these two volumes, they
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encounter such diverse personas as a gay Dutch trader who tries to pass as Japanese
because he thinks Japan is the capital of Man Love, a blow-hard warrior who travels
with his own human beat-box so he can rap his challenges, and a group of war-like
monks who plan to use marijuana to conquer the world. The humor of the series,
although outrageous, is not the zany-goofy-stupid stuff of most anime. Samurai
Champloo's humor is much like that of the Kill Bill series -- subtle, off-kilter, and often
juxtaposed against extreme violence.

The series is not merely humorous, though. Some episodes, such as the one in which
Jin has a brief affair with a woman whose husband has sold her into prostitution or the
one where Fuu forms a bond with a doomed young pickpocket are bittersweet and
poignant. This picaresque series is hard to put into the box of any established genre.
It's a historical drama with surprisingly modern elements smoothly integrated. It's an
action series that doesn't glorify violence. It's a comedy that's often very sad. It's its
own thing.

From a short description, the characters seem to be standard issue. Fuu is a naïve,
capricious female. Mugen is a rebel without a cause. Jin is the strong and silent type.
In practice, however, they are remarkably three-dimensional and unique. Fuu is
simultaneously intuitive and flighty, greedy and generous, romantic and hardheaded.
Mugen is pure anarchy, continually wobbling the line between wonderful and
despicable. Jin is a jaded ronin, who despite himself still hopes for a redemption that
he knows will never come.

If you've read other articles by me, you know be for a subtitle-hugging, Japanese
language version snob. Don't take it lightly, therefore, when I say that I found no
significant difference between the original voice acting and the English dub. Perhaps
because they are asked to interpret well-written dialogue instead of Dragonball Z-style
grunts and groans, the English language actors do a wonderful job of bringing their
lines to life. The voice director skillfully chose performers with pitch and tones very
similar to the originals. I've got to admit, when voice direction and acting is this good,
I'm like the rest of you. "Screw the subtitles!" I will shout like a normal person on the
happy day that all English dubs reach this level of quality. "Who wants to read when
they don't have to?"

The artwork, though bold and graphic, is more subtle and nuanced than the average
anime. Samurai Champloo seems to owe more to Ukiyo-e than to Walt Disney.
Character design is executed in simple clean lines, but never descends to the merely
cute. The series' color palette includes the usual fire engine reds and lime greens, but
frequently dips into sepia tones as well.

The DVDs are attractively packaged. The cover and incidental art is feudal-fabulous.
Don't ignore the inserts inside the front cover. Open them up for stylishly presented
essays from the creative team. In Volume 2, Fat Jon, DJ Kent, and KZA talk about
writing the wonderfully distinctive soundtrack. Volume 3 gives writer Dai Sato a chance
to discuss the freedoms and restrictions of writing a historical drama in which one
"researches, then throws the research away." As is true of most collections of episodes
from an anime series, Samurai Champloo's "Extras" section is fairly stingy. Line art
galleries are the only real "bonus" material there. However, since the liner notes
pleased me so much, I won't complain.

Overall, there's precious little to complain about in Samurai Champloo. It's a brilliantly
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creative series whose sophistication doesn't overwhelm its offbeat playfulness. In
short, Samurai Champloo is what every anime should want to be when it grows up.
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Blame! Vol 1
By Tsutomu Nihei
English Language version produced by TOKYOPOP

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

It's my own fault. I chose this book to review because its blurb
lauded its similarity to French comics. Halfway through the
manga, I remembered why I don't like French comics. It's not the
French. It's me -- I say as if I'm breaking up with this manga.
Although I'm no Mary Sunshine, I'm just too...American to enjoy
this much existentialism in one large dose. If you are a jaded,
Goth, cyberpunk with a taste for Satre, though, Blame! may be

just your cup of absinthe.

The artwork is complex, dark and evocative. Nothing cute, cuddly, or warm here.
Things, people, and scenery manage to look simultaneously drippy and mechanical.
Adding color to this stark techno reality would only be necessary if you prefer to see the
occasional spurts of blood and guts in red instead of black. The style is masterfully
cinematic. You can almost hear the drips and empty, echoing clanks as the protagonist
moves silently down level after level of this mechanical hell. Although dialogue is
sparse, the viewer gets a clear sense of the lonely passage of time from the way the
artist arranges wide and narrow shots of the empty passageways. No comment is
necessary to underline the poignancy of a scene where the main character climbs past
a television displaying a sunny beach scene to an uncaring tangle of pipes and
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conduits. Tense silent exchanges take place in skillfully executed close-ups. Blame! is
a testament to how much narrative can be conveyed without words.

This visual clarity is particularly welcome since the few words used don't help you out
very much. I'm about to launch into a plot summary here, but because of the scarcity of
narrative, I'm somewhat hesitant to do so. I must stress that this is only my opinion of
what might be going on. The protagonist, Killy, is traveling down an endless labyrinth.
He is attacked by and kills several metal, metal-slimey, and pure slimey creatures. I'm
not terribly sure why. Although he seems pretty nice, he usually ends up killing anyone
or anything he talks to. Maybe that's why they call him Killy. Other people/things he
encounters are looking for something they call "New Terminal Genes." Killy may be
looking for them too. I'm not sure. I have no idea what they are.

That's it. That's the story. It's pretty much him walking around. Occasionally stuff tries
to kill him. He kills stuff. He walks some more.

At the beginning of this review, I characterized Blame! as existential. I say this because
I'm assuming that the writer is trying to make a metaphorical comparison between
Killy's endlessly violent, endlessly pointless journey and our own uselessly aggressive
reality.

Then again, maybe he just couldn't come up with a plot.

In summary, all I can say is that Blame! is a superb, dark, masterwork that calls into
question the purpose of authority, belief, and even purpose itself. You will like it... if you
like that sort of thing.
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Howl’s Moving Castle
From the Novel by Diana Wynne Jones
Screenplay written and directed by Hayao Miyazaki
English language version produced by VIZ Media

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

The first thing I feel I must tell you about this manga is that it's not
really a manga. It's the picture book version of a movie by the
same people who created "Kiki's Delivery Service," "Nausicaa
and the Valley of the Wind," "Princess Mononoke," and "My
Neighbor Totoro." I call it a picture book instead of a manga
because the illustrations are fairly uniform sized stills from the
movie with dialogue balloons inserted. The arrangement of the

pictures displays none of the artfully varied compositional style typical of manga art.
However, that being said, it is a lovely little book.

It's interesting to contrast the richly creative narratives typical of Miyazaki films to the
largely calorie-free confections served up to the same target audience by the Disney
corporation. To begin with, our heroine, Sophie, is a young woman, not a child. She is
the plain older sister, not the vivacious younger one (who looks like she's just waiting to
become a Disney princess). At the beginning of this story, Sophie is hassled by
soldiers -- another thing that never happens in American children's films. In order to
avoid them, she runs afoul of the Witch of the Waste. (I think I've actually met the
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Witch of the Waist before...) This temperamental conjurer turns Sophie into an old
woman. Embarrassed to face her friends and family in this condition, Sophie takes
shelter in the moving castle of Howl, a wizard who is rumored to eat the hearts of
young women. She hires herself as his housekeeper and sets off for adventure in the
company of this morally suspect creature.

The artwork is much in the same style as "Kiki's Delivery Service." To me, it looks like a
children's book from the 1930's brought to life. Scenes are colorful and fantastically
detailed. Character design is bold and attractive without being too cutesy. As it's own
publicity proclaims, this little book is "a generous collection of stunning visuals." It looks
as though each key frame of this portion of motion picture is represented. This thick
volume is only number one of what looks to be a four-volume set. The creators are so
generous, in fact, that they even include a glossary that translates the sound effects
frame by frame.

This picture book gives a tantalizing taste of what promises to be a marvelously
engaging children's film. Although I doubt the conservative parents' groups will ever
allow it to be released in theatres in this country, I do look forward to eventually seeing
this enchanting film when it reaches my local Blockbuster.
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Ghost Talker's Daydream
English Language version by Geneon

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

If I have learned nothing else from "Ghost Talker's DayDream," it
is that you can't judge an anime by its trailer. The trailer for this
DVD paints the picture of an arrestingly dark gothic fantasy. I was
particularly intrigued by the fact that the main character is a
medium who works part-time as a dominatrix. Usually mediums
in anime are very spiritual characters. In the same way that
people in Western narratives who meet angels are usually nice,

(at least somewhat) religious people, Japanese characters who have contact with the
spirit world are usually good Buddhists -- calm and responsible. "What could happen," I
wondered, "that could cause this person who is in contact with suffering souls to want
to inflict pain for a living?"

Well, gentle reader, as you have probably already figured out, I was thinking too much.
The reason to make a medium a part-time dominatrix is so you can see her nekkid butt
in a leather thong a couple times each episode... Which is another thing -- Although
the trailer makes the DVD look like a movie, it's actually a four-part OAV series. So
rather than developing one long story, you get four relatively short ones.

When researching this title, I ran across a review that praised "Ghost Talker's
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DayDream" as being startlingly erotic without resorting to being hentai (a term which
loosely translates as "weird and/or perverse.") Startlingly erotic, I'll agree with. Not
hentai, though... Not so much. The "comedy" in several episodes centers on the fact
that the main character doesn't have any pubic hair -- which apparently is deemed a
bonus by the men who buy her panties. To make up for this lack, she has a hair-like
creature or weapon that lives wrapped around her thighs.... If that's not hentai, then I
don't want to see what really qualifies.

If one can look past the blatantly gratuitous nudity and goofy, cringe-y, hentai humor,
there is an okay storyline. Misaki Saiki, our dominatrix/medium, reluctantly works as a
special consultant for a secret division of the local government -- when she's not selling
her panties to perverts. She is assisted by/burdened with a seemingly mild mannered
government agent, a traumatized young girl who also develops the ability to talk to the
dead, and a stalker from the S&M club where she works.... Not exactly the Scooby and
the Gang, is it? The stories themselves are fairly interesting. In each she is drawn into
communication with tortured souls against her will and must bring their murderers to
justice so they (and she) can rest. There are tantalizing hints throughout the episodes
at the troubled past that has led her into this profession that I assume will be more fully
revealed in later in the series.

Not exactly a compliment to say this, but the packaging was my favorite part of this
DVD. The cover art is striking. The menu screens are pure gothic decadence. The
extras, while not as generous as I'd like, contain some substantive treats such as
printable posters and "Ghost Talker" wallpapers for your desktop. If the contents were
as delectable as the package they come in, this anime would be a real collector's item.

In the final analysis, I have to say that it wasn't so much that "Ghost Talker" was bad as
it was just not as good as I imagined it would be. For me, the humor fell flat, and the
overall plot and the bulk of the graphics were not as tight and innovative as I hoped. I
am left wishing that instead of continuing the storyline presented in the episodes;
"Ghost Talker's" creators on their next outing will just start over and create a movie
based on the trailer.
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Tenjho Tenge, Round Three DVD
Distributed by Geneon

Review by Tom Good

Maya, the beautiful leader of the Juken club, executes a flying leg
scissors attack, crushing her opponent's head between her
thighs. This move not-so-coincidentally causes her miniskirt to
ride up and expose her panties, and the sequence features a
ridiculous zoom and slow-motion effect. Back on her feet, she
turns towards the "camera" and asks, "was the fan service a bit
much?" The delivery of this line slyly suggests that the question

might be coming from the actress who plays Maya and not the character, almost like
this is an outtake. Here in volume three, Tenjho Tenge starts to poke a little fun at itself.

There are plenty of other funny things in this story, but most are more subtle and not
presented as overt jokes. During one battle, gorgeous chi effects crackle and blast
through the space around the characters, enveloping them in glowing bands of
powerful energy. When the pyrotechnics settle down again, the background reappears
and we are reminded that the setting is not an ancient temple or mist-shrouded cliff,
but in fact just a bowling alley.

In a more serious moment, Aya (Maya's younger sister) gets involved in a fight and
discovers that she truly enjoys hurting her opponent, continuing to brutalize him after
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he is obviously defeated. The power of the "Dragon's Eye" technique seems to be
tempting her to more and more violence. She looks to Souichirou for advice, but he
tells her success in fighting comes from thinking only of destroying one's adversary.

Though Tenjho Tenge's hip-hop opening theme song has never really appealed to me,
the incidental music on this DVD is very good, especially the dramatic strings that
accompany some of the fights, and the English soundtrack is good. The parallel
storylines and extended flashbacks make the plot non-linear and a little hard to follow.
On the other hand this series is driven by art, style and attitude more than the exact
details of the plot. This is the most playful round of Tenjho Tenge yet, and I thought it
was a lot of fun.

See also:

Tenjho Tenge Round Two
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the most attention is in July and August, when the temperatures run around 90F and
the humidity around 100F.
My Mother Hated Gardening
By Lynn Loper

Search entries:

 

 
The Wapshott Press

http://liheliso.org/
http://liheliso.com/Issue8/Issue8.html#my_mother
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/


Archived Entry - 11/10/2005: "My Mother Hated Gardening"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000506.htm[4/27/2019 3:16:16 PM]

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 11/10/2005: "Autres Forsytes, Autres Mores"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000505.htm[4/27/2019 3:16:19 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Poser Nation"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "My Mother Hated
Gardening"]

11/10/2005 Archived Entry: "Autres Forsytes, Autres Mores"

A look at moral perspectives in the various film and TV versions of The Forsyte Saga
Autres Forsytes, Autres Mores
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Last fall, my students were doubly pleased when I made a connection between
Berger's observations on oil painting and artwork generated using Poser, my 3D
graphics obsession of choice.
Poser Nation
By Kelly S. Taylor
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Like soap operas, superhero comics are a notoriously conservative genre, even
despite the celebration of such innovative imaginations as Grant Morrison, Alan Moore,
or Warren Ellis.
Tearing Down the House of Morrison
By Chad Denton
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My super-heroes were Amazons -- Wonder Woman and Troia -- because of what they
represented to me. Wonder Woman wanted more than anything else in the world for
human beings to peacefully coexist with each other. I can think of no greater sentiment
than that, and that's why she's my hero.
An Interview with Phil Jimenez
By Chad Denton
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One Little Sin
By Liz Carlyle
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Lynn Loper

I have one of those history major's problems with "One Little Sin".

Someone in the book mentions wondering if Wellington will
resign, which places it between 1828 and 1830. And Lord (or
maybe Sir; he's called both in the course of the book) Alasdair
MacLachlan, who is Scottish, lives in London. I wonder why? I
wonder if he would have been entirely welcome in London at this
time? I know Scotland and things Scottish became popular during

Victoria's reign, but she didn't ascend the throne until 1837.

And if he was welcome, would it have indicated that he was the lapdog of the English
nobility, and if that were the case, would the lovely young Highlander Esmée Hamilton
ever have set foot in his house?

I might be wrong about this, and invite anyone who knows more Scottish history than I
do to correct me.

I have to say that Liz Carlyle doesn't bludgeon us with the "These people are Scottish!"
club more than she has to: one Gaelic line early in the book, and a few comments on
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their Scottish heritage, and she lets it lie there unless it's mentioned in context. She
doesn't bludgeon us with much, really. The characters aren't terribly deeply written, but
they don't seem like terribly deep people, so it works out all right.

The characters are no more evil and no better than most people we meet every day,
working out problems (adultery, getting jobs, getting married) that we might actually
encounter someday. There are some pretty dresses, some pearls, and a bratty little
girl (I think her brattiness was meant to be charming; I didn't find it so). No one is
frighteningly beautiful or abysmally evil.

All in all, this book was like taking a nice vacation from your brain, and a lot cheaper
than a cruise. If you have to read a romance novel, read this one.
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Spiral-Bound: Top Secret Summer
by Aaron Renier
Top Shelf Comics

Review by Kathryn Ramage

So, you're a shy little elephant named Turnip living in an average
small town with your dad (who makes a mean peanut stroganoff)
and you dream of being an astronaut. Your new best friend, a
hound-dog named Stucky, has a crush on the girl who sat two
seats ahead of him in school; she's a bunny-rabbit with

journalistic ambitions, and becomes the 'cub' reporter for an underground newspaper
run by a dryly humorous and old-fashioned hipster tortoise. You're taking a summer art
class--the teacher, Ms. Skrimshaw, is a baleen whale who gets around on dry land in
an enormous water-filled globe on a giant tractor--and you have to come up with a
good idea for a sculpting project.

Could be just your usual summer vacation, hanging around, listening to your favorite
band, and having fun, but the local community is an uproar over rumors and sightings
of a monster that lives in the lake, and you and your friends begin to stumble onto
clues that something very mysterious is going on around town...

Welcome to the world of Aaron Renier's Spiral-bound.
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Despite the unusual cast of characters and wild plot, this graphic novel (drawn on what
looks like the lined pages of a spiral-bound notebook, complete with doodles on the
cover and a pencil shoved down the spine) has a genuine small-town-life feel to it; it
could almost be Mayberry RFD as played by various animals. Renier presents the way
children interact with each other and adults nicely, capturing their diffidence, their
naivete, and their smart-mouthedness. The story is nicely done too, with the separate
plotlines weaving in and out between each other until it all comes together at the end.
We also occasionally slip into Turnip's space-faring fantasy-life with Calvin-and-
Hobbesesque ease--although Turnip's real life is pretty weird anyway, and there were
a couple of points where I wasn't sure whether or not what was happening was
supposed to be "real." For example, when the truth is revealed about the monster in
the pond, and Spiral-bound's conclusion takes a turn into the truly bizarre (and
wonderfully sweet as well as funny).
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Yaoi-con of my Middle Age
By Ginger Mayerson

EDIT 111005: Here's a link to Lene Taylor's Yaoi-Con podcast, with me! And also
special guest Isaac Lew of Digital Manga Publishing. Podcast 14 and I read comics
website.

So I decided to go to Yaoi-Con No. 5 and I'm very glad I did.

First, the industry news from Digital Manga Publishing (DMP) and TOKYOPOP:

New books in 2006 from DMP: "Little Butterfly," "Lost Boys," something I didn't catch
(see website www.dmpbooks.com), and "Don't Worry Mama." Will be publishing a yaoi
art book called "Kiss of Fire." Will be publishing a twice yearly yaoi magazine/anthology
called "J-Boy." These were greeted with great enthusiasm by everyone in the room
who knew what they were. This group did not include me, alas, but I'm sure I'll love
them when I see them.

And don't forget, DMP will be publishing the "Only the Ring Finger Knows" novel next
spring. As I understand it, there are two novels, "Only the Ring Finger Knows" and the
sequel to that, "My Left Hand Desires You," the title of which Isaac said they might
modify a little before its publication in English. No estimates on when the second novel
might be published, but, like spring, I have no doubt we shall all see it eventually.
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TOKYOPOP: Has a new line of books called the "Blu Line," which gave me the giggles
because of "Blue Movies." Anyway, here's the list: "Earthian," "Love Mode," "Hidden
Heart," Wild Rock," "Gorgeous Carat," "Loveless," "Shout Out Loud," "Menkuei," and
"Man's Best Friend," which is a yaoi manga about a dog becoming a hot guy and
making it with his master. I found that kind of interesting, and I'm not especially partial
to dogs. There's a website for this line somewhere, but damned if I can find it.

I came home with no review copies. I found the Dealer Room disappointing and I give
up on trying to review for Be Beautiful (they just don't want J LHLS reviews, and that's
fine with me). DMP had nothing new that was finished, but will be sending me new stuff
hot off the press, as usual. Also as usual, it was wonderful to see Isaac and Erica, and
very soon I hope to have a link to an I Read Comics interview Lene T did with Isaac at
the con. Keep an eye on IReadComics.blogspot.com until I do have a link for you.
There's always lots of good stuff there.

Now, about Yaoi-Con...

I liked this con very much. I found it well organized, comfortable and friendly. I stayed
at the Westin because the con rate was great, it has a free airport shuttle every 15
minutes, and I'd never stayed at a con hotel for a con. This Westin is a lovely hotel and
I've finally slept in a bed worthy of me. They even had a brochure about the bedding in
the room, next to the room service menu, from which I ordered a stellar omelet. The
Front Desk was lovely, too; seeing a rather tired middle-aged woman whose plane was
an hour late due to Bay Area weather, they let me check-in and go up to my room a
little before the usual check-in time. This earns them a gold star and a reasonable
effort to stay at a Westin whenever possible. The hotel staff were very good-natured
about the con. This must be entertaining for them and the Yaoi-Con-goers are a
pleasant bunch. Even I thought so, and I'm old and cranky.

As I said, I liked this con, I liked the vibe, the con-goers, and the overall just plain
happiness of it. I haven't been to that many cons, but the ones I have been to have had
an edge of hostility and paranoia about them. Yaoi-Con confirms that it wasn't just me
projecting my hostility and paranoia at Comic-Con, etc., which makes even happier I
went. As another lady of a certain age, a Star Trek (among other fandoms) veteran,
commented as we watched the costumed attendees scampering hither and thither, this
was a younger and somewhat "goofier" crowd than you get at today's Trek
conventions. I could not but agree; the attendees of Yaoi-Con couldn't care less what
anyone thought of their Temporary Autonomous Zone, and more power to them. Yaoi-
Con was also a sweeter smelling con (yes, Comic-Con, I'm looking at you) and a better
dressed one, too.

This con was an over-18 con and I liked that because there was a whiff of the maturity
and sophistication to it (and the goofiness of freedom), but also because of heightism. I
like kids, but I don't like the little bastards crashing into my lower extremities in con
crowds. One must take extra care of the hip and knee joints after a certain age. Now,
at Yaoi-Con, any crashing into would be above the waist, and as someone who thrived
on slam dancing in the mid-70s, I can cope with that kind of body contact. Heh.

The costumes were very impressive, too. I only had a few "Put some clothes on, young
woman!" moments the whole time I was there, and nobody looked like they were cold. I
think that's a tribute to their metabolisms, because it was rather cold in the hotel
common areas and outside, as San Francisco in late October is wont to be. They were
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all very cute; I really must get a camera for these cons, really I must.

I also observed a surprising, to me, number of young men attending Yaoi-Con. 'Can
this be,' I asked myself, 'evolution in action?' Have these highly intelligent young men,
in pursuit of mates and a way to pass on their genes, discovered the unlimited mating
possibilities of the fertile, educated, well-washed, healthy, young, over 18 females in
the yaoi fandom? I realize that, over the eons, males have adapted their mating rituals
to the situation; any male of any species that can learn to wear tuxedos and dance the
waltz is profoundly committed to the species imperative to reproduce. Why not develop
a tolerance for yaoi? I mean, they could tell their potential girlfriends that they're too
delicate for full-on yaoi, but could read some shonen-ai with her, say, by candle light at
her place after she makes them a nice dinner. Furthermore, Digital Manga has a tee-
shirt for guys that says "Yaoi -- Do it for the chicks" or words to that effect. Why not? I
mean, just the other day some guy over at Dark, but Shining etc was just whining
writing about how hard it is to get chicks; could Yaoi-Con become the mating ground of
fandom? A place where fanboys will display their vast and potentially annoying
knowledge of all things yaoi?

Unfortunately, I voiced a version of this inchoate train of thought to the fabulous Lene
T, who promptly rained all over my theory, my eyesight, and my gender-perception by
pointing out that many, possibly up to 75 percent, of these beardless youths I was
admiring were cross-dressed girls. Well, there went that plan to save humanity.

On Saturday, because I was so late, Lene T and I only did one rather disappointing
panel together. It was a panel on the History of Slash. Because I have no shame, I
even left for a huge chunk of it. However, when I left the lead moderator of three, was
discussing the mid-70s origins of slash, and when I got back, she still hadn't gotten into
the 80s. Now, I think it's brave of a maiden of 19 or so summers to get up in front of a
room mostly full of older women who've been around the fandom block more than
once, and try to talk about something she's only scratched the surface of, but I do think
all the moderators could have been more in control of the material and the discussion.
There was far too much clowning going on up front, so of course some of the stronger
voices in the audience were trying to wrest some kind of structure into the discussion. I
mean, that's what fanfic slashers do; they make the mess of canon coherent, they plug
plot-holes in their sleep, fer God's sake. Fill of room with them, and they'll clean up
whatever chaos, sloppy research, or less than razor-sharp thinking on slash is extant.
So, other than a seething and passionate desire to get someone in academia with
good grant writing skills and a lot of patience to do a wide-ranging and thorough oral
history of slash fanfiction, I didn't get much out of this panel except a couple of teeth
marks in my tongue.

After this disappointing (for me) panel, Lene and I strode womanfully over to the
Clarion Hotel, which is also very nice, to look at vids for a while before dinner. We
never got the name of it, but we waltzed into a very intense anime that had seven good
brothers and an eighth bad brother, all of whom seem to be able to astral-plane (I think
that's what they were doing), and herds of golden lions and huge golden dragons and
the pay-off was one, puny, mumbled "I love you" from hunky guy one to hunky guy two,
and they don't even look at each other before hunky guy one walks off. We thought it
was kind of pretty, but we sure didn't get it.

Then we had a good dinner at the hotel (very expensive menu, but the hamburger I
had and the pizza Lene had were yummy and affordable), and then upstairs to
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podcast! Yay! Then Lene took off and I had a fabulous shower under the Westin dual
showerhead contraption. Then I read a few more pages of the new, deluxe VIZ
translation of the "Socrates in Love" novel I brought along. See, I think I'm so tough,
but I was getting all misty over this novel. Or maybe I was just very tired when I was
reading the tear-jerking-est parts. Anyway, I put the novel aside and struck artful
poses in the most fabulous bed on earth until I fell asleep.

The next morning I had another fabulous shower and a fabulous omelet. To kill a little
time before the Digital Manga Publishing and TOKYOPOP panels, I thought I'd toddle
over to the Clarion and watch a few vids. On that morning, they were song vids. Now,
I'm not a big fan of song vids even when I know the fandom, so I was completely lost
for the five vids I stuck around for. Yes, I got through five very confusing, somewhat
disturbing, but extremely well made song vids before I made a graceful exit. In my role
as your, dear readers, cultural emissary, I have these experiences so you don't have
to. However, I did get one website, www.WingBoys.com, if you want to see some nice
work with your own eyes. My personal cynicism notwithstanding, yaoi song vids are
impressive: I salute the creative imagination that inspires them and technical
competence that makes the dream come true for all of us. Why, when I was girl, we
didn't have yaoi anime, let alone song vids that skimmed off the cream of the
smoldering-to-pornographic cartoon moments. All we had was Bugs Bunny sexually
harassing Elmer Fudd, and we had to look really hard to see that, too.

Fanboys, I still think your happy hunting grounds for cool chicks is at Yaoi-Con. The
entire future of the species might be depending on you. Don't blow it, okay?

Sisters, go to Yaoi-Con at least once. It will make you smile and you can unclench
your abs and relax for a day or two.

And last, but certainly not least, a very big thank you to April G and the convention
staff for the press pass and a simply wonderful experience.

Respectfully submitted,

Ginger Mayerson
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Alien Rock: The Rock'n'Roll Extraterrestrial Connection
By Michael C. Luckman
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Richard Mellott

Just the title is enough to get a skeptic like me going on and on
about the nut-jobs roaming the planet…and then I thought, I like
science fiction, why not go along for a pretend ride? So, Google
in hand, I proceeded to read, giggle, and google names, dates,
and stories. I wanted to check into these stories about Aliens and
Rock Stars.

I started doing the dates and names together, and got some interesting results. I did
find that some of the people he mentions did exist, but not in relationship to the artists
or events in question. When I began to see that happening again and again, I realized
this author probably just used the art of juxtaposition to bring unlikely stories together,
with a sense of reality. One of the rock concerts he talks about happened on the dates
he mentioned, and was organized by the managers that he names, but the key figures
never mention the events he talks about in his book. I am referring to a man named Dr.
Don Hamrick, who was supposed to have been introduced to John Lennon as a
concert promoter. The mention of two other concert promoters, John Brower and
Ritchie Yorke, who were actually associated with a peace festival in Toronto in 1970,
apparently lent some credibility to the story. Hamrick's alias of Z. Charneau didn't show
up anywhere, either. So, I began to see how, by inserting a "mysterious character" he
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was able to spin fantastic tales that gave a sense of historic basis in fact, a common
ploy used by historical fiction writers. That's all well and good in a literary piece, but not
in a supposed reality-based story about aliens.

I always thought the MIB interpretation of the National Enquirer as the place to really
find the truth had already been exposed as a joke. Unless you are really a patient
person, the willingness to suspend suspicion is difficult, especially when the author is
writing in a style reminiscent of tabloid writing. Mr. Luckman claimed that unidentified
flying object (UFO) sightings had been reported by Jimi Hendrix, someone whom I
highly revered in my youth. Being a child of the sixties myself, I also had no illusions
about Hendrix's source of inspiration. While the music and poetry of the New Age used
many references to space, aliens, and prophesy, there is nothing real about the
imaginations of an albeit great musician who's under the influence. The New Age of
Jimi Hendrix had much more to do with the use of LSD and mescaline, magic
mushrooms, peyote, amphetamines, marijuana, heroin, and cocaine. Under the
influence, we all saw many wondrous things, including the lawn of our parents' home
rushing up to meet our faces.

I persevered in my desperate pursuit of interesting reading, but the same old story
twists kept emerging. My imagination wasn't brought along on the trip, and I no longer
experience the flashbacks from my youthful indulgences. I couldn't be cajoled into
enjoying the image of Elvis cavorting with aliens at the age of "between five and ten"
and having his gravesite visited by ET. The description of aliens touching him sounded
more like something a child would report after abuse. The author's link of Elvis's having
a Blue Light hovering over his birthplace while he was being born, supposedly
witnessed by his father? Google never heard of it, except in references to this book,
and it may have been the origin of Kmart's Blue Light Special. Let's face it, if indeed we
have been the subject of study and invasion, I'll be eating a lot of crow, but I have a
hard time believing that Elvis would be of any scientific interest, unless it would be an
anthropologist investigating the social phenomena of hip-shaking, cow-licked truck
drivers.

When I was growing up around the same time as most of these musicians' heydays,
none of these events were publicized in the underground newspapers of the day, or on
the underground radio stations. My generation, in its teens during the Summer of Love,
prided themselves, as much as the burgeoning drug use would permit, of being
skeptical of whatever the government would have us believe. We seemed to be
enchanted by the possibility of aliens, as an alternative to religion. It might have had
something to do with protests against the Vietnam War, the influx of drugs into the
Freak and Hippie subculture, and conspiracy theories surrounding the wave of
assassinations. Maybe aliens started the Women's Liberation movement, hell yea! I
know some of the Jesus freaks that I talked to, along with the Hare Krishnas had this
otherworldly quality to them, the blank stare of the group-hypnotized zombies... Those
were strange times, I must admit.

There were many science fiction authors who fascinated me, and whose aliens were
very "realistically" portrayed. I also read about monsters in space, but had no trouble
distinguishing between the reality of Earth, and the tales of dragons, wizards, elves,
Ents, and little people. We enjoy these stories because they appeal to our childish and
naïve nature, and take us back to a time when Santa Claus and the Easter Bunny were
central to our existence. J. R. R. Tolkien's characters were only in books at that time,
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and we thoroughly enjoyed his creation of whole new fantastic kingdoms, creatures,
and histories. The Hobbit and the Trilogy were subjects of many book reviews and
drunken wandering in the woods, looking for walking trees, but it was all in fun.

Mr. Luckman is one of those who have taken note of this sentiment and tried to lure us
to go a step further. However, his attempts to convince us of the truth of aliens among
us fall far short, both empirically and stylistically, of the excellent fiction and video
game artists whose distant worlds and peoples we dive-bomb and battle on a daily
basis. Mr. Luckman's purpose may have been to bring the head-bangers among us
back to reality, not an easy task, but I ain't buying it. I can take it in small doses at the
grocery store, but it choked me to read a whole book of it, and I had to hit the (flying)
sauce® to get 'er done by Halloween, before the mother ship comes to get me.
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Fafner, Vol. 2
"Ultimate Sacrifice"
DVD
Distributed by Geneon

Review by Tom Good

I tend to mentally classify anime according to how much yelling
they contain. Action/adventure and science fiction anime often
have a lot of yelling (with some notable exceptions like Cowboy
Bebop). And for some reason, stories with giant mecha are
usually scream-fests. There may be a direct correlation between

the size of the monsters or mecha that the heroes must fight, and the amount and
volume of yelling.

The yell factor usually counts against an anime for several reasons. First, it annoys my
girlfriend, who makes me turn down the volume. Second, yelling is authorial laziness
made audible. I mean, how much effort would it take to write dialogue like this:

"Hero-guyyyyy!!!"

"Sidekick-guyyyyyy!!!"

"Over heeeeeeere!!!"
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"Look ooooouuuuutttt!!!"

"Gyaaaaaaaaaaah!!!"

"Noooooooooooo!!!"

(Fafner's dialogue is much better than that. It is just an example of the type of thing
that bothers me in some other anime.) And finally, though yelling ought to inject more
emotion into the story, it usually backfires, especially if characters who were just
screaming their lungs out forget all about their feelings a few seconds later.

I mention all this because even though Fafner is about kids who pilot giant mecha and
yell a lot, it packs more of an emotional punch than most such stories. These kids care
about each other, and we see that not just when they yell each other's names in the
heat of battle, but also in quieter, thoughtful moments back at the base, or when they
talk about each other's lives. And here, problems that occur in one episode are not
forgotten in the next. This is a nice change from the episode-amnesia that can plague
some series. To avoid spoilers I will not divulge any details, but this disc contains some
powerful moments and bold plot developments.

Fafner also has some interesting political overtones. The "Neo U.N." of this future
world is presented as an oppressive, manipulative body that "bullies Japan." I am not
sure what this is supposed to mean, whether it represents a direct, literal complaint
about the actual U.N. of our era, or whether the Neo U.N. stands for America, or
something else entirely. Certainly the development and deployment of the advanced
new mecha could represent the re-militarization of Japan, though in the context of the
story this is done in justifiable self-defense.

Fafner surprised me with its emotional depth, and proved an entertaining discovery.

Like the other Geneon DVDs I have reviewed, Fafner has good English voice acting
that sounds natural and convincing. I have come to expect this from Geneon discs.
There was a time when the big advantage of anime DVDs over video tapes was the
option to listen to the Japanese audio with English subtitles, rather than having to
endure the horrible English dub. Fortunately, it seems like those days may be at an
end. It is still great to be able to choose between audio tracks, but now it is more often
a choice between two good ones.
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Ghost In The Shell 2: Innocence
After The Long Goodbye
by Masaki Yamada
translated by Yuji Oniki with Carl Gustav Horn
Published by VIZ Media

Review by Tom Good

Sometimes a hard-boiled cyborg detective just wants to do the
right thing for his dog. He'll go out in the rain to get her favorite
dog food. And if his dog goes missing, he'll do anything to track
her down. His electronic brain gives him superior reflexes, but it
has its vulnerabilites. Hackers can insert false data into his
memories. And his love for his dog may lead him into great
danger.

This story features Batou, a character from the Ghost In The Shell series. But it is not a
novelization of Ghost In The Shell 2: Innocence. Rather, it takes place just before that
movie, and reveals a lot about the inner life of Batou. Yamada writes in a style
reminiscent of Raymond Chandler. Even the subtitle, "After The Long Goodbye," is a
reference to the title of Chandler's last novel, The Long Goodbye. The first few
chapters had me worried that this book would be little more than an attempt to imitate
Chandler in a sci-fi setting, but it proved to be more interesting than that. Yamada
conjures up some intriguing ideas, like a future in which rival fast food chains mount
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paramilitary operations against each other, or a form of dog racing where the "rabbit"
exists only as a virtual reality inside the mind of the cyber-greyhound. And the story,
told by Batou in the first person, contains some gems like this:

"The smart drinks of the previous century were a brief fad indeed -- no one could
convince themselves for long that drinking could make you smarter. But people always
trusted drink to make them sadder, angrier, happier, and lovelier. So the emortinis and
psychopolitans on the bill at the God Dog hardly needed marketing. They're
supposedly non-addictive and free of side effects, which is an odd claim, considering
this isn't true of actual emotions."

While I enjoyed the Ghost In The Shell animated movies, Batou never really came
alive for me as a character until I read this book. Here he has a very introspective
personality, constantly aware of the limitations of his cybernetic enhancements and the
unreliability of his emotions and memories. This book makes a great companion to the
anime, and for those unfamiliar with the series, it may be a good place to start.
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Mermaid Forest, Vol. 2 
"Bitter Flesh"
by Rumiko Takahashi
Distributed by Geneon

Review by Tom Good

Eating mermaid flesh grants some people the gift of immortality,
but drives others insane or turns them into deformed monsters.
Yuta and Mana came out on the good side of this gamble, and
gained immortality and healing abilities from their supernatural
snack. But when Mana gets hit by a truck, Yuta arrives at the

clinic looking for her, only to be told that Mana has already left. He searches a nearby
forest, which is rumored to contain the burial site of a mermaid. Then a giant monster
dog attacks him, and it seems that the dog's owner may have her own plans for Mana.

This spooky story has a lot of sadness to it, in that the temptations of mermaid flesh
prove too much for most people, usually with tragic results. Yuta and Mana find
themselves struggling with adversaries who are more misguided than truly evil. And
even though the two main characters escaped the side effects of the mermaid flesh,
they do not seem to really enjoy their new lives. They wander around, not really fitting
in anywhere they go, dealing with supernatural problems created by the same process
that helped them.
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The voice acting in this DVD works well. I especially enjoyed the voice of the Hunter in
the third episode on the disc. Doug Stone created a fun, engaging "mountain man"
voice, while wisely avoiding the familiar Yosemite Sam sound.

Though I liked this anime, I did not like it as well as some of Rumiko Takahashi's other
creations, like Inuyasha. Inuyasha's larger cast of recurring characters and greater
complexity make Mermaid Forest seem limited by comparison. Though Yuta and Mana
are in an interesting situation, I did not become interested in them as people. The
manga version of this story, Mermaid Saga, seemed to have a little more depth and
interest than the anime.
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Arcadia of my Middle Age
Some thoughts on Space Pirate Captain Harlock

A Revessay by Ginger Mayerson

Ginger Mayerson: Alex Row is very sexy. ... Where did this character come from?
What was the inspiration for Alex Row?

Range Murata: The director and writer asked me to model him after Captain Harlock,
who is from an earlier anime series. He's a character that goes by himself, a loner.
Captain Harlock is that character, and they asked me to make Alex Row Captain
Harlock-ish. Same kind of black clothes.
An Interview with Range Murata, July 3, 2005

Famous last words: What's Captain Harlock?

Disclaimer: Eventually I'll send "Arcadia of my Youth" and "Space Pirate Captain
Herlock, The Endless Odyssey, Outside Legend" from the completely wonderful people
at AnimEigo and Geneon, to the completely wonderful Kelly Taylor for a real review.
She's a very serious person. Years ago, she used to watch undubbed and unsubtitled
versions of bootlegged Harlock and then wait for translations to be posted to the BBS. I
mean, wow! Anyway, she's the one who noticed that AnimEigo had "Arcadia of my
Youth" and then I noticed Herlock at Geneon, and then I watched those DVDs and this
essay-like thing you're about to read (unless you've surfed off) is what happened next.
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Although they both start with letter "e," this is more of an exorcism than an essay. That
being said, all that's left to say is: Proceed at your own risk.

It's always interesting to me how I approach
a review. Sometimes I confuse it with a
confessional essay. However, the
confessional stuff is below, here's the
review. (Note: as promised there will be a
more thorough review from Kelly Taylor, but
I don't feel Geneon and AnimEigo should
have to wait that long, so here's mine.)
Spoilers galore.

"Arcadia of my Youth" (1988) is lovely,
young Captain Harlock is lovely, everyone in it, except for the
bad guys, is lovely. The plot is operatic and so moves slowly; there are a few places
where the action stops and the characters talk about what's going on. It's a leisurely
130 minutes of good anime. Not "Ghost in the Shell 2," but almost nothing is.

Phantom F. Harlock VXII (that's a very rough estimate based on Phantom F. Harlock,
Jr. being in the Luftwaffe) is piloting his huge ship, the Deathshadow, home alone with
the last of Earth's refugees from the Illumidus Occupation. He crashes his ship, no one
is injured, and turns down a lucrative offer to collaborate. He meets Zoll, a Tokargan in
the service of the Occupation forces, and another alien, La Mime. He goes looking for
his girlfriend, Maya, but she's the head of the resistance and the voice of Radio Free
Arcadia, and because the occupation government is also looking for her, she is
somewhat difficult to find. Anyway, Harlock is understandably depressed by everything,
and goes to get a bite to eat. He feels sorry for a former ship's mechanic dressed as a
beggar (you can tell by his uniform under his beggar's rags). The mechanic feels sorry
for him and gives him a bottle of sake. On his way out, some Illumidus thugs start to
beat up the smaller mechanic. Harlock gets in the fight and this makes him feel much
better. The mechanic's name is Tochiro and they wander off together to drink the sake
and talk about how bad the Occupation is. Zoll arrests them and brings them in for a
"gene memory" scan. Turns out their ancestors knew each other a thousand years ago
in WWII. Then Zoll lets them go, and in his report to the Occupation forces, clears them
of any rebellion. Then the head of the Illumidus Occupation Force, Excellency Zeda,
offers Harlock a job taking Earthmen to Tokarga to destroy it because that planet has
served its purpose. Harlock knows Earth is next and refuses. While this is going on,
Tochiro, has followed a huge ship to where it's made an emergency landing. This is
Emeraldas' ship, she's a free trader, neither friend nor foe to anyone, she has the Jolly
Roger on her clothes and on a barrette in hair. Her ship is called the Queen
Emeraldas. Tochiro is very handy and starts fixing her ship. Meanwhile, Harlock finds
Maya, unfortunately at the same time as the police do and he gets very shot up. This is
where he loses his right eye. Anyway, he staggers to Emeraldas' ship and, after
Tochiro patches him up and Maya has made a broadcast imploring "someone" to leave
before they die, Harlock asks Emeraldas if he can steal her ship. She says okay. But
they are interrupted by Zoll, La Mime and some other Tokargans who've learned,
through La Mime (who works for Excellency Zeda) that their home planet is to be
destroyed. They want the Queen Emeraldas to go rescue Tokargara. There's lots of
arguing about this and it's decided that Harlock, Tochiro, La Mime, and one of the
Tokargans will go to Tokarga in the ship Tochiro has been building in the sewers.

http://www.animeigo.com/Products/AOMY.t
http://geneonanimation.com/MainContentPage.aspx?PageUID=57464a8a-7851-4ec0-9b3c-1b73a1715e80&CatUID=7e51ecae-1202-4cf7-bba0-0c37b9953f93&Letter=C&TitleType=bc3bba18-208c-4534-9697-f3719fd13683&Title=4380ce22-2f2f-4381-9867-59a37e0330d8&ctl_BrowseGridpg=0
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Emeraldas takes off in her ship to create a diversion for Harlock. Maya sends Harlock
a mysterious suitcase. Harlock, Tochiro, etc, get to Tochiro's ship, the Arcadia, that
he's been building for years in the sewers, waiting for the right captain to come along.
They spend some time standing in front of the ship, discussing this. The Arcadia's
maiden voyage is pretty spectacular, I must say. Harlock opens Maya's suitcase and
finds a huge Jolly Roger flag and a complete pirate outfit, including boots. He looks
very sexy in this outfit. In the meantime, not only Maya but also Emeraldas have been
captured and are going to be executed if Harlock does not return to Earth. Harlock
doesn't return, but Zoll rescues Maya and Emeraldas, who are wounded in the rescue.
Maya wasn't doing so well in the first place; she'd been shot and was sick with some
kind of lung thing. Zoll is shot in the back and killed in the rescue. Harlock and the
Arcadia go to Tokarga, but they're too late to rescue anyone but Zoll's little sister and a
handful of Tokargan youths. On their way back to Earth, they have to fly through the
Prominence Streams of Fire, which is where the Queen Emeraldas was so badly
damaged, and because the Streams also feed on life force, they kill Zoll's little sister
and, because she was the last Tokagan female, the Tokagan males leap into the
inferno to save the ship. So they get back to Earth, find out Zoll is dead, Emeraldas
carries the dying Maya to Harlock, Maya dies in his arms, and they all leave in the
Arcadia, and Emeraldas in her ship, but not before Excellency Zeda challenges
Harlock to a duel. So the Arcadia and Excellency Zeda's ship duel and Harlock wins.
There is a very dramatic burial in space (accompanied by Samuel Barber's "Serenade
for Strings" [or is it Dvorak?]) of Maya, Zoll and Zoll's sister, and that's the end.

Lots of plot, but there's lots of film for it to slosh around in. I'm not sure what the WWII
flashback accomplishes, other to make Tochiro look good and show off how hot
Harlock Jr. is in a tight aviator uniform (I mean, he IS hot). Well, maybe it's worth it for
that. But, for me, it did nothing to advance the plot or develop the characters. When the
"gene memory scan" is over, Harlock and Tochiro are still the same messed up guys
they were earlier in the day. Maybe a little more bonded, but not especially.

I'm somewhat amazed that Tochiro could build a giant spaceship in the sewers of
wherever they are. But we don't know how the Phantom of the Opera got that pipe
organ into the Paris sewers either. I also wonder how he kept his uniform so nice while
living as a beggar. Miracle fabric? It is the year 3000 and something. So, I'd hope that
in a thousand years medicine would have progressed enough that Harlock's eye could
have been completely regenerated in an office visit. I mean, where is Dr. McCoy when
you really need him?

I call the science in "Arcadia of my Youth" middle of the road futurism. Some things
seem sophisticated, other are not. It's not Steampunk or Cyberpunk, because it
predates them by many years, and it's not even particularly dystopian. There is an
element of dystopia-driven xenophobia because the Earth has been conquered and is
occupied by a stronger alien race. In an interview, the creator Matsumoto Leiji said that
Harlock had been around in his head since 1949. I believe Japan was still occupied by
American forces in 1949, so Matsumoto Leiji was a teenager when all this was going
on.

Male friendship and manly conduct are serious business for Harlock. In the WWII
flashback, Harlock Jr. sacrifices himself to save Tochiro. In the year 3000, Harlock XVII
returns to Earth to keep his promise to Zoll to do what he could for Tokarga. In the
Streams of Fire, the Tokargan men commit mass suicide to save the Arcadia and the
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non-Tokargans on it. Even the women are gallant and heroic. Our heroes are
constantly facing down the possibility of being ground down by circumstances and
behaving in dishonorable ways. Even though Zoll has collaborated, he becomes
himself again when he rebels. Once he rebels, he's okay for the five or ten minutes
before he's killed. Everyone else is so deeply true to themselves that capitulation never
occurs to any of them as a viable alternative to, well, death. However, only Maya dies;
Harlock, Tochiro, La Mime, and Emeraldas all survive and have many more
adventures. However, I only have "Endless Odyssey" for the next series of Harlockian,
or Herlockian adventures.

That said, I really love this overblown, melodramatic, wonderful anime and will buy a
copy for myself after I send this one to Kelly.

In the 13 episode OAV series, "Space Pirate Captain Herlock. The Endless Odyssey.
Outside Legend" (2004) we find Herlock XVII in his forties, breaking his crew out of a
maximum security prison and racing off to fight an ancient monster. Much much
muchness happens, but in the end, he wins. Great stuff, I loved it.

This older Herlock is colder and somewhat sadder than his younger version in "Arcadia
of my Youth," which I suppose is how things go in the space pirate business. He never
laughs in this story, and you have to really look closely to see him smile. He doesn't
move around very much either, but I think that's stylistic (the animation is static-ish,
except for when they do something as amazing as when Kei Yuki throws a knife and
her whole body is in motion, mmmmm). This Herlock is also more detached, but still
committed to manly honor and manly behavior. He actually goes on and on about it,
which is odd because he's usually the strong, silent type in this story. He says, "Anyone
who wants to be a man, board my ship." I'm not sure how this applies to the three
women on his ship, but there you have it.

There are battles, shoot-outs, interdimensional travel, space truckers, bad guys are
redeemed, wimpy teens grow up, and some lovely lovely visuals and great music.

So I have named this essay "Arcadia of My Middle Age" because after 40, a woman
can, without apology or affectation, enjoy the hell out of the very dishy skinny
buccaneer, Harlock, in all his spellings and incarnations, and write about it without
giving a damn what anyone thinks about it. If that's not a happy, peaceful place, then I
don't know what is.

***

Things I read in preparation (but do not blame) for this essay:

Captain Harlock
(Alternate spelling: Captain Herlock)
High-Adventure-Romance in the Inky Black Void
http://www.mit.edu/people/rei/MANGA/Harlock.html

Arcadia of My Youth (review)
http://www.dvdvisionjapan.com/arcadia.htm

Captain Harlock Archives
http://www.cornponeflicks.org/harlock/harlockmain.html

http://www.mit.edu/people/rei/MANGA/Harlock.html
http://www.dvdvisionjapan.com/arcadia.htm
http://www.cornponeflicks.org/harlock/harlockmain.html
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Individualism and Collectivism in Disney and Anime Drawing Styles, by Aimee Rusli.
http://aimee5.deviantart.com/art/Thesis-2005-Disney-vs-Anime-121880673

Atomic Imagery in Animated Japanese Science Fiction, by Brian D. Fuller
http://www.brianfuller.org/writing/atomic_imagery.html or pdf at
http://www.brianfuller.org/vitae/fulleratomic.pdf

***

These are my wacky notes, when I thought this was a very different kind of essay.
Enjoy!

I.

My first encounter with the skinny buccaneer was with the 13-part series, "Space
Pirate Captain Herlock. The Endless Odyssey. Outside Legend." I don't know why it
has so much title, but it does. This is also an alternate spelling of Harlock. Or Harlock
is an alternate spelling of Herlock; either. This actually simplifies things: when I use
Harlock, it's for "Arcadia of my Youth" and all things relating to the character,
whichever way the name is spelled. When I use Herlock, it's specifically for "Space
Pirate Captain Herlock. The Endless Odyssey. Outside Legend" (SPCHTEOOL).

II.

According to Range Murata, Alex Row from "Last Exile" is based on Captain Harlock.
Having obsessed on Harlock even more than "Last Exile" (note: "Last Exile" obsessing
was for the interview with RM), I can now see where the characters converge and
diverge.

Similarities between Harlock (or Herlock) and Alex Row:

Fashion: Basic black and flowing capes.

Ship's names: Arcadia and Silvana (silvan is a variant spelling of sylvan).

Hair: massive and all over their faces. Although Harlock is doing a better job with the
volumizing brush, they both have great hair, boy band hair even.

Animation Studios: Madhouse and Gonzo (not that it matters, but still...)

Similar differences:

Guns: 
Alex - some kind of walking cane pistol.
Harlock - a more a macho saber-pistol, with a Jolly Roger logo on the knuckle-bow (or
knuckle guard [I had to call American Swords in Costa Mesa to find this out because I
couldn't believe it didn't have some fancy French name like garde d'articulation du
doigt, but it's all a voyage of discovery and so all good, really]) and a scabbard.
Harlock has the JR embossed on everything.

Motivation: 
Alex Row's rage stems from what he considers a personal failing: that he lived and
everyone else died. Alex has a severe case of survivor guilt. He's very repressed.

http://aimee5.deviantart.com/art/Thesis-2005-Disney-vs-Anime-121880673
http://www.brianfuller.org/writing/atomic_imagery.html
http://www.brianfuller.org/vitae/fulleratomic.pdf
http://geneonanimation.com/MainContentPage.aspx?PageUID=57464a8a-7851-4ec0-9b3c-1b73a1715e80&CatUID=7e51ecae-1202-4cf7-bba0-0c37b9953f93&Letter=L&TitleType=bc3bba18-208c-4534-9697-f3719fd13683&Title=2ac17f9e-2a78-4939-975f-63fd384b5474&ctl_BrowseGridpg=0
http://dictionary.reference.com/search?q=arcadia
http://dictionary.reference.com/search?q=sylvan
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Harlock's rage stems from his planet (Earth) being raped by the Illumidus occupation.
Harlock has a severe case of survivor rage-for-revenge that he acts on. Harlock
represses nothing and therefore has no issues. By the time we get to Herlock and
SPCHTEOOL, he seems to be completely over the Illumidus occupation, so I'm not
sure what's keeping him going. He even says, "I don't have a place either, that's why I
wander like this, without a purpose." However, he does snap right out of it when it's
time to save the Universe.

Goals:
Alex wants to destroy Exile and change the world.
Harlock does whatever he decides is honorable and manly to do. Full stop. If that
happens to involve keeping a promise to a friend, and by extension, saving the
universe, that's what he does. Herlock saves the universe for his own personal
reasons, not because it's the right thing to do. He feels it's just the right thing for him to
do.

Crews:
I think the Silvana is supposed to be a pirate-esque ship, but they all wear uniforms
and sort of work for the Empire.
All of Harlock's people are pirates, most of them have the Jolly Roger embossed on
something they're wearing, but pretty much they wear whatever they want. Many wear
midriff shirts; Kei Yuki wears a hot pink, skin-tight catsuit and a gun.

Command style:
Alex never operates anything on the Silvana. He gives orders occasionally, but usually
his First Officer does that. Also, the bridge crew disobeys a direct order from Alex at
one point and he doesn't kill anyone. I think he should have, but that's just my opinion.
Harlock is more active; he actually steers the Arcadia from time to time, fires the guns,
and give orders that his crew follows. Herlock's first officer, Yattaran, isn't even on the
bridge except when he's explaining the Big Bang, amping up the weapons systems, or
firing the amped-up guns.

First Officers:
Alex's Sophia Forrester on the Silvana is petite, beautiful and a princess in disguise.
Later she's Empress. She's in love with Alex.
Herlock's Yattaran is short, fat, brilliant, and has a thing for building model tanks and
airplanes. He hardly notices Herlock; they never speak directly to each other in 13
episodes.

Ships:
The Silvana is huge, but the interiors are cramped. I don't know how they weren't all
over each other on that cramped bridge. The cabins are tiny, too; Dio Eraclea says at
one point: "I like your cabin, it's so squalid," or words to that effect.
The Arcadia has a huge, cathedral-like bridge. Many of the ships and interiors in
SPCHTEOOL are huge and wonderful spaces.

Technology:
"Last Exile" - Steampunk.
Harlock - MOR Futuristic.
Technology takes a back seat to adventure in both the "Last Exile" and the Harlock
universes.
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Children:
There are too many kids doing too many things for too long in "Last Exile."
The one kid in "Arcadia of my Youth" dies after five minutes of screen time. The little
girl in SPCHTEOOL might be an archetype manifesting as psychic hallucination in the
imaginary dimension to which Noo has kidnapped the Earth, or she's there to push the
plot along. Doesn't matter; she's only on screen for about five minutes total, and she
might or might not even exist, so I don't care what she is.

Looks:
Alex Row is prettier.
Harlock is lovely; and Herlock, um, compellingly distinguished. Or something.
(In one of those odd convergences that happen far too often in my life, I'm also writing
about Jonah Hex, another tough guy with a heart of gold and a facial disfigurement.
[Did I mention I have a thing for Snake Plisskin, too?] Yes, I mean disfigurement; let's
not be coy: a scar here and there is character, a huge scar across the face and losing
an eye is disfigurement.)

III.

Harlock and Friends:
Male friendship is a many facetted and splendid thing, and that's partly why certain
segments of the fanboy world are so freaked out by certain segments of the fangirl
world. I mean, guys, I understand, sort of, but please realize that women have coped
with an ocean of lesbian-porn-for-men for decades; you can learn to live with yaoi and
gay-porn-for-women. Face it, fanboys, masculinity and civilization will survive, if not
thrive in the spirit of peace, prosperity and tolerance for taste and actions of consenting
adults. Let's see, where was I?

Male friendship is romanticized and exalted in the Harlock universe. Much of what
drives Harlock is keeping faith with his friends, whether they're living or not. This kind
of friendship seems completely de-sexualized to me, so I see no place in the Harlock
universe for Kei Enjoyji and Ranmaru Samejima of "Kizuna" ever.

However, there is a flashback, of sorts, in "Arcadia of my Youth" to Harlock Jr. in WWII
(a fighter pilot in the Luftwaffe), and, you know, I could see Harlock Jr. knowing his
fellow fighter pilot, Rosen Kavalier, and possibly meeting Rosen's boyfriend, Pfirsich
Rommel (the Desert Peach) at least once. For some reason that doesn't seem terribly
outrageous to me.

IV.

Harlock and Sex:
Nah. I see no one in these DVDs he'd be intimate with. He's in love with Maya in
"Arcadia of my Youth," but she's head of the resistance, so he can never find her. I
don't see Meemeh with Herlock either. Not that it's really her fault; Herlock is so cold
and honorable, there's no room in him for mere sex. And Herlock is so thin, he must
look horrible in the nude.

V.

Music:
The music for "Arcadia of my Youth" was wonderfully heroic and somewhat corny. Very

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desert_Peach
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well played and the sound on AnimEigo's DVD was fantastic. I do have to say that I
groaned out loud when I heard "Serenade for Stings" near the ending. Please God,
can we write some new sad/heroic music and let "Serenade for Strings" rest in peace?
I mean, I like Samuel Barber and that piece, but just off the top of my head it's been in
"Platoon," "El Norte," and now, in "Arcadia of my Youth," enough already. Japan has
some of the best composers in the world; let's use their original work and leave
"Serenade for Stings" alone for a generation at least. Did you hear "Serenade for
Strings" in "Ran"? No, of course not.

I liked the music better in SPCHTEOOL. Tighter orchestrations, less sappy, and some
wicked good steel-pedal guitar in just the right places. Okay, it had "Movie of the
Week" sounding moments, but overall, it was wonderfully appropriate for the story.

***
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Beg the Question
by Bob Fingerman 
Fantagraphics Books

Review by Tom Good

Like an X-Rated Seinfeld, this story pits some young New
Yorkers against the absurdities of life, and gives them free reign
to amuse us by talking in circles about nothing. Rob, the semi-
autobiographical main character, is a comic artist who pays the
bills by drawing pornographic comics but dreams of doing more
with his art. When he's not drawing sex, fantasizing about sex, or

talking to his friends about sex, he's having sex with his girlfriend Sylvia. This is shown
in a fairly explicit way, but it does not exactly come across as erotic because of the
matter-of-fact way it is presented. Unlike the smut comics Rob draws, this seems more
like a documentary that happens to include all aspects of the characters' lives, their
sexuality as well as their insecurities.

Rob and his friends are the type of hipsters who compulsively drop quotes from
movies and TV shows into their conversations, then berate themselves for doing it,
then congratulate themselves that at least they quote suitably obscure material and
have not yet stooped to quoting Monty Python or Woody Allen. In one of the funniest
chapters, "Conventional Behavior," Rob tries to promote his latest comic at a
convention, but cannot even show it to most of the attendees because they are under-

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1560976853
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1560976853
http://www.fantagraphics.com/artist/fingerman/fingerman.html
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age. His friend Matt goes along to take part in a subculture of ultra-competitive,
backstabbing Godzilla fans, who vie with each other for access to the rarest
collectibles. The chapter also spoofs other types of convention-goers, from Trekkies to
Furries.

Fingerman's art uses grey tones and white highlights that make everything look
rounded and shiny. The characters are stylized, but their dialogue and offbeat
appearance makes them seem more like real people than most comic book
characters. The wild, funny dialogue reminded me of the movie Clerks. Like that
movie, it was plenty entertaining while it lasted, but I did not spend much time thinking
about it afterwards. Still, Beg the Question skillfully combines humor with a more
serious undertone about the struggle involved in human relationships, and that makes
it a worthwhile read.
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Only With a Highlander
By Janet Chapman
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Lynn Loper

I started out this review by picking the book apart. But then I
thought about it.

The embittered man who cannot love, and the young innocent
woman who loves him and endears herself to him is an old, old
plot, and that's essentially what you'll get with "Only With a
Highlander" by Janet Chapman.

There's a very superficial Scottish flavor (Scottish names, the usage of "Nay" and
"bairns" a few times, kilts, sword fights), but really, these people might as well be
Hungarian, for all the Scots cultural traits they show.

There's some popular magic (Druids, time travel, a ludicrous "I'm my own
grandmother" ending). But a ten-year-old who's read a Harry Potter book would expect
something more sophisticated. There are hidden identities, trees of life, spells and
talking animals. These are all things that a mundane writer who's watched 24 hours of
TV on Scifi can pick up and use.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0743486323
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The sex is the "His arousal touched her desire", followed by fireworks (literally –
remember the Druids part?) type. There are a few hilarious phrases like "...took off her
boots before stepping into the monstrous kitchen..." (Monstrous? Abnormally large?
Twisted? Hideous?), and "...only to gasp at the sight of her tiny white legs wrapped
around his tanned body..." (Tiny? Tiny??? If they're tiny, how do they wrap around
him? And how does she walk on them? They said she was five feet six and she has
tiny legs? Is her torso five feet four?).

It's not generally badly written. The problem is that it's too crowded with too many
unexplained incidents (people suddenly announcing that they're 800 years old, to no
public shock), too much magic (people call the rain), too many trips inside the mind of
the heroine (you'll know what I mean), too many talking animals, and way too many
characters. By the end, the author could tell you that you're a talking crow yourself and
you'd be too tired to argue.

But the embittered man does love the girl in the end, and if that's what you're after, and
you've already read 'Jane Eyre' or other books that did it a lot better, then you could
read this. Same principal as if you have some nice pasta and artichokes in the
refrigerator, and instead you pull out a 20-ounce bag of potato chips and have that for
dinner.
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Angry Youth Comix #9
By Johnny Ryan
Published by Fantagraphics Books, Inc.
Visit Johnny's Site: http://www.johnnyr.com

Review by Kathy LaFollett

In their October 6 issue, Rolling Stone Magazine named Johnny
Ryan "2005 Hot Cartoonist".

As an aficionado of MAD Magazine, this does not come as a
surprise. I've seen his work add to the chutzpah of MAD
Magazine and I can attest to the fact he's neither a drug addict

nor a sociopath; but for reasons of National Security we really cannot comment further
on the subject.

AYC Number 9 delivers Johnny's consistent merry-go-round of impossible folk such as
Loady McGee and Blecky Yuckerella. Personally I think Blecky Yuckerella COULD be
the next Barbie if Mattel would get off their ass and see the potential of a polar-speak
product line that spits in the face and smashes the kneecaps of America's sick
obsessive nature towards Patriarchal tendencies.

Johnny Ryan takes us on a long, long, PAINFULLY long roundabout that resembles a
snake eating its own ass. Actually it's probably all a metaphor for a snake eating its

http://fantagraphics.com/artist/ryan/ryan.html#ay9
http://liheliso.org/
http://fantagraphics.com/artist/ryan/ryan.html#ay9
http://fantagraphics.com/artist/ryan/ryan.html#ay9
http://www.johnnyr.com/


Archived Entry - 10/23/2005: "Comic review: Angry Youth Comix #9"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000491.htm[4/27/2019 3:17:06 PM]

own ass. Johnny likes those high-faluten fancy shmancy word things.

There's a reason why Mr. Ryan is 2005's Hottest Cartoonist. So check your
predisposition towards the extreme, expectations towards acceptable spelling skills,
and closed minded assumptions of right and ungodly at the door.

Pick up a copy of AYC #9 and forget everything you thought you knew about the terms
"potty-mouth", "shit-disturber", and "antidisestablishmentarianism".

Mr. Johnny Ryan wrote us a new dictionary.
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BLAB! 16
By Monte Beauchamp
Featuring the musings, art, and splotches of untold genius listed
within the contents of this grinding, ink-drenched, semigloss, slip-
n-slide production of Fantagraphics.
Published by: Fantagraphics Books, Inc.
For further excitation visit http://www.blabworld.com

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Have you ever been to a party that you didn't want to leave? That one party-during-
college-in-your-senior-year-before-having-to-go-out-and-get-a-real-job-and-grow-
the-hell-up party that no matter how fast you flitted about boozing it up, pressing flesh
and squeezing palms you just couldn't fully absorb the sounds, smells, words,
humanity, liquor or food that was in that one room.

You are bombarded with the moment and all that it contains. You want all the
information and colors and thoughts and impact to stay and not get lost in the next
day's hangover.

You swear to god, every joke is the funniest joke.
You swear to god, every drink is your last.
You swear to god, you are leaving soon to get up for class that following Monday.
You swear to god, you can't remember a better party.
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That's Blab!

Not JUST Blab! 16, but ALL of the Blab! publications. Doesn't matter which you read,
doesn't matter if you stole it, read it at Barnes and Noble or found it on your friend's
desk; you won't want to put it down and when you do, you'll swear you missed
something, and pick it back up.

Blab! 16 stays the course of all Blab! editions before it.

It is your favorite wool sweater you wear with no shirt underneath. It itches like hell and
you really don't mind. It's your favorite.
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Kanpai!, Vol. 1
By Maki Murakami
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Betsy Phillips

This is the first manga I've ever read. Honestly, I don't know what
the heck this is about. There are some preternaturally mature,
overburdened junior high kids, one of whom fights people who
fight monsters. There's a lot of moping. There's a bitter black
rabbit type thing. The hero is in love with the back of some
chick's neck.

And the climax of the book is an intense game of "rock, paper, scissors."

So, I can't say that I exactly liked it, and I have no idea if anyone else will like it, but
there's something cool about a plot that hinges on "rock, paper, scissors." So, for that
reason, I'd recommend it.
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The Man Burns Tonight
By Donn Cortez
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Betsy Phillips

This is the kind of book where the main character, who's
supposed to be as square as they come, before he learns his
great life lesson brought on by the transformative experience of
the Burning Man Festival, is named Dex Edden. Yes, Dex Edden.
If the thought of reading a book about a normal guy named "Dex
Edden" already annoys you, this is not the book for you.

Also, if you don't like super genius villains with convoluted
motives and unsympathetic dead people, you're probably not going to like "The Man
Burns Tonight." (Hmm. Warning: this last paragraph actually makes the book seem
more interesting than it actually is.)

But if you're looking for a good introduction to The Burning Man Festival, I think this
book is great in that regard. Cortez does a great job of describing the Festival and the
quirky communities that spring up. He also provides a lot of information for how to
survive in the desert for a week. And he does a fine job of developing his secondary
characters so vividly that I imagine you could go to the Festival and pick out the people
they were based on.
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So, as a mystery, it's not so great. As a travel guide and introduction to The Burning
Man Festival, it's a good read.
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Hurricane Relief Musical Benefit (pfd flyer with graphics!) If you have a blog, and are so
inclined, please spread the word, thanks.

Saturday, October 29, 2005, 8:00 – 12 midnight in Los Angeles

The Arroyo Arts Collective, Avenue 50 Studio, Inc., Culture Vulture, the Mexican
Cultural Institute, and Riganetti Productions are jointly sponsoring a musical benefit for
the victims of hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Stan. Our event will feature two up and
coming local bands, Timbaloo and the Nightmares. Here’s how these two bands have
been characterized:

"Timbaloo"- Chicano Cumbia with a side of Salsa. The rich rhythms of this dynamic
group fronted by vocalist/songwriter Eddika Organista is sure to make even the
wallflowers dance. Members of Phatso, The Stellas, and Highland Parks’ own La Flota
make up "The Nightmares", which is anything but. This eclectic, super charged
configuration known for the sweet but strong vocals of Johanna Moore and Cindy
Martin will make you hope you never wake up from this dream.

We invite you to wear a costume and dance.

Music, refreshments, face painting, art

Suggested donation: $10

http://liheliso.org/
http://gingermayerson.com/misc/HurricaneReliefFlyer.pdf
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100% of Proceeds at the door will go to the Red Cross for Hurricane relief

When: Saturday, October 29 @ 8:00 pm

Where: The Avenue 50 Art Complex, 131-135 No. Avenue 50, Los Angeles, CA 90042
(323) 258-1435

Sponsored by the Arroyo Arts Collective, Avenue 50 Studio, Inc., Culture Vulture,
Riganetti Productions, and the Mexican Cultural Institute

Special thanks to Councilman Ed Reyes and his staff
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The Next Mrs. Blackthorne
By Joan Johnson
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Lynn Loper

Things I learned from reading The Next Mrs. Blackthorne:

• Difficulties between families can always be resolved by females
from family A offering themselves for sexual uses to the males
from family B. 
• No one in Texas has a normal name. They're all named
Rockhorn Blackthorne, or Chance, or Breed: big names, names
with meaning and resonance, names authors use when their

books have no meaning or resonance. If your name is Mary Ellen, Mike or Ralph, you
can't live in Texas. 
• Women's sexual arousal is always heralded by their nipples becoming prominent.
This author has a thing for nipples. Also sexy underwear. The pure virgin who is the
main character in the first half of the book wears a half-cup bra from Victoria's Secret
under her snazzy, but pure, clothes. Right.
• Women belong to men. "Would North want an accomplished lover? Someone who
could give him pleasure? Or would he find satisfaction in knowing he'd stolen her
virginity from Clay Blackthorne?" What about stealing Clay's virginity?
• When you run out of other adjectives, use 'incredibly'. You'll save time, and the reader
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will get some fun out of phrases like 'incredibly long bed' (Six feet? Sixty?) and
'incredibly provocative underwear' (What do people do when they see it? Froth at the
mouth? Lose their minds?). 
• Everyone manipulates everyone else. When people make suggestions to you, they're
trying to get you to fulfill their fell designs. Nobody just wants you to pick up a Quarter
Pounder for them when they're at McDonald's -- it's all part of their plan to dominate
the world. 
• The climax (forgive me) of all human relationships is sexual. 
• You can publish a novel in this country even if some of the sentences in it read like
they were lifted directly from the weekly soap opera roundup: four or five names, all
verbs. "She'd introduced Jocelyn to her brother North in hopes that North would
distract Jocelyn from Clay."

Okay. Down to details. We have an illegitimate daughter of feuding families who wants
to reconcile her Romeo-and-Juliet-twenty-years-later parents, we have stock sales
and blackmail and a virgin heroically offering herself on the altar of family loyalty (the
virgin, who wants to have her cake and eat it too, is the one with the Victoria's Secret
underwear and a tattoo of a butterfly where only someone who takes off her
underpants can see it), a mad bomber and his wacky son, some cattle brandin' and
horse ridin' and skinny dippin'.

Maybe if you'd read the first book of this series (nothing could make me do that now), it
would make sense. But since every character in the book is lifted from something I've
already read (Mr. Rochester from 'Jane Eyre', Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farms), and
since nothing that happens in the book has any relationship to anything that might
happen in my life, its 417 pages of names and verbs have slid, as they say, in one
head and out the other. I read it this morning, and I honestly can't remember the book's
title.
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The New York City Cab Driver's Book of Dirty Jokes
by Jim Pietsch
published by Warner Books, 2005

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

First of all, I'm a native New Yorker, so you know dirty jokes don't
offend me. Secondly, I miss the old days when New York City
cabs were driven mostly by local boys from Brooklyn, who
smoked cigars and talked like Archie Bunker, and who liked
talking to their passengers and telling them jokes, the same way
the author of this little tome did. Jim Peitsch is a former NYC cab
driver who's already written two previous collections of jokes he's
heard and told during his career (The New York City Cab Driver's

Joke Book, Volumes 1 and 2). I'm just sorry I missed them, because I enjoyed this
book so much. Even though I have heard many of them already, thanks to my favorite
radio station, WAXQ-FM, where the morning DJ, Jim Kerr, has a sidekick named Shelli
Sonstein who loves dirty jokes so much, she has a Monday morning feature called The
Dirty Joke of The Week, in which she tells dirty jokes that were submitted to her via e-
mail by the morning show's listeners. (I've submitted three jokes to her myself, but I've
yet to hear any of them on the air.)

Even rehashes of familiar jokes sound good the way that Jim Pietsch tells them, like
the one about the cursing parrot who's put in the same cage with two praying parrots to
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see if they'll be a good influence on her. There's even a mild version of The Aristocrats,
the granddaddy of all dirty jokes, which everybody has probably seen the movie
version of by now. (BTW, I read a really raw version of The Aristocrats as told by Data
of "Star Trek: The Next Generation", written by a fellow Star Trek fan. Space and good
taste forbids me from repeating it here. But take it from me, it's filthy and funny!)

There's also a plethora of blonde jokes, all perpetuating the stereotype about the
limited intelligence of blondes, such as:

Q: What is the mating call of a blonde?
A: "Boy, am I drunk!"

Q: What is the mating call of a brunette?
A: "Has that drunk blonde left yet?"

Q: How can you get a blonde to marry you?
A: Tell her she's pregnant.

Q: What's the first thing a blonde does in the morning?
A: Puts on her clothes and goes home.

Q: What's the difference between a blonde and a parrot?
A: A parrot can say "no".

I'd better quit before I'm accused of prejudice against blondes. I assure you that I have
no bias whatsoever against blondes, no matter how much taller and thinner than me
they are. I also have nothing against gays, but I really liked the gay jokes, among them:

Q: Did you hear about the gay midget?
A: He came out of the cupboard.

Q: What is the politically correct name for "Lesbian"?
A: A Vagitarian.

Q: What's the best thing about being gay?
A: After sex, you have someone intelligent to talk to.

The above joke can be interpreted liberally to mean that if you're gay, you consider all
other gays to be more intelligent than straights. Or it could be interpreted narrowly to
mean that you're a woman-hater, if you're a man, or a man-hater, if you're a woman.
There's something for everyone in this book! Even some lawyer jokes that I never
heard before, such as:

Q: What happens when a lawyer takes Viagra?
A: He gets taller.

Q: What does a lawyer use for birth control?
A: His personality.

You just have to buy this book to experience the sassy humor of a New York City cab
driver for yourself. I warn you, he doesn't pull any punches or spare any ethic or
religious groups, so if you're a devout Catholic you're bound to be offended by the
child-molesting priest jokes. Likewise, if you're a devout Jew you're sure to be offended
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by the cheap Jewish jokes. But that's the way that humor is supposed to be; politically
incorrect, sparing nothing and nobody! Remember, true humor consists of being able
to laugh at yourself, as well as at others. So if you're offended by anything you read in
The NYC Cab Driver's Book of Dirty Jokes, just keep reading and you're sure to find
something worse about a particular group that you dislike. Which reminds me:

Q: Why did God create Lesbians?
A: So feminists couldn't breed.

You see? Now, as a Feminist, I personally find that joke offensive. But I can see the
humor in it, especially when I found several about men that are equally vicious, like:

Q: What's the difference between a penis and a prick?
A: A penis is the male sex organ, and a prick is someone who owns one.

Okay, I ain't giving away any more freebies! Buy this book and you're sure to be the
center of attention at any party after a few drinks, in New York City or anyplace else.

Replies: 2 comments

you might be intered in Shelli's classic dirty joke book- published in 1984- available on
the web for about $5 if you punch in shelli sonstein

Posted by andrew rubin @ 12/16/2005 03:22 PM PST

freakin awsome jokes :>

Posted by gmoney @ 01/23/2006 12:58 PM PST
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Le Portrait de Petite Cossette
Distributed by Geneon Animation

Reviewed by Kathryn Ramage

Cossette is, or was, a young French girl who lived in the 18th
century and was painted by an Italian artist named Marcello. They
fell in love, but when Cossette began to grow up and change,
Marcello felt that his paintings were the true representation of her
beauty, the true Cossette, and not she. The relationship ended
badly.

And, after her death, Cossette's soul became somehow imprisoned in a piece of
Venetian glassware, until someone who loves her enough to die for her can free her.

In modern-day Tokyo, a boy named Eiri works in an antique shop. He's an art student,
and has a few friends and a Tarot-reading psychic sister, but no girlfriend (although
there is this hysterical, whiny girl who works nearby and has a rather demanding crush
on him). When Eiri finds the Venetian glass in his shop, he begins to see flashes of the
lovely Cossette's life--and her death, as if he were killing her. He questions his sanity,
but he can't help being drawn more deeply into her world with each vision, until
Cossette appears before him. She tells him that he has Marcello's soul, and must be
punished for his love.
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This bizarre love-story-through-time is told in 3 episodes on one DVD. The story itself
is fascinating, with some interesting things to say about the nature of art and reality,
love and sacrifice, and some of the images are striking and wonderfully surreal. On the
other hand, much of the animation seems oddly static, with minimal movement, as if it
were a photographed graphic novel, showing panel after panel on a page (some of the
taller images are even shot sideways, appearing horizontally across the screen).

Although the original episodes were in Japanese, the DVD is in English, which results
in some amusing quirks in the translated dialog; a few of the lines made me laugh out
loud. For example, Cossette describes her relationship with Marcello: "What I believed
to be pure white sugar was a rotten clump of meat." 

Special Features on the DVD include cast interviews and a music video.

Replies: 1 Comment

i saw this movie at a friend's house, and it kind of freaked me out at first. But as i got
more and more into the story, i found myself being sucked into the romance, drama,
horror, confusion, and beautiful gothic art style of this unique and intriging anime.

Posted by cryptin @ 01/01/2006 07:42 PM PST
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DearS Vol. 1, 1st Contact
Distributed by Geneon

Review by Tom Good

A shy, geeky schoolboy meets a beautiful girl who turns out to be
an alien from another world. The alien girl is obsessed with food,
but kind and eager to please. A human girl criticizes the boy for
taking advantage of the alien girl. So far, this could be Girls
Bravo, and in many ways the two shows are similar. But DearS
succeeds in areas where Girls Bravo stumbles.

Here the boy is Takeya, and the role of the scold is played by Neneko, the daughter of
Takeya's landlord. Unlike the violent Kirie in Girls Bravo, Neneko does not physically
attack the male lead. She does nag him in a weary tone of voice sometimes, but she
also comes across as smart, worldly, and wryly funny. A bit of a geek herself, she
seems like she could be a good match for Takeya, and she often uses her intellect to
help him out. Neneko is a much more likeable character than Kirie.

The main alien is Ren, one of a group of alien girls called the "DearS" who crash-
landed on Earth and try to assimilate into Japanese society. Ren has amazing
superhuman powers, and can learn new skills very quickly, but she has decided she is
Takeya's "slave." Takeya, on the other hand, has no interest in being Ren's "master"
and just wants to have a normal life. Like Miharu in Girls Bravo, Ren is fascinated with
food, but her favorite snack is melon bread.
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Minor characters include the sex-crazed teacher Ms. Mitsuka, who gives her classes
assignments like translating erotica. She compulsively caresses herself in class, and
her students have to keep reminding her to behave more appropriately. Mitsuka is the
least believable character, and she functions as absurd comic relief.

Japan treats the DearS sort of like exchange students and allows them to attend
Japanese schools, even setting up a home-stay program. In this series, most people
actually notice that the aliens are aliens and treat them differently -- though in one
funny sequence, some neighborhood women have trouble deciding whether Ren is
really an alien or just a cosplayer. And rather than instantly accepting Ren as just
another girl, Takeya worries that the DearS may have come as the first wave of an
alien invasion force. He has funny nightmares in which she removes her beautiful girl
"mask" and reveals a hideous alien beneath it. Takeya wants to like Ren, but part of
him is afraid of alien brainwashing.

The English voice acting is good, especially for Ren, who sounds a lot like the
Japanese version. Like Girls Bravo, DearS is a silly sex comedy, but it is more
consistently funny, and its strong, dynamic characters and more fully developed plot
put it at a higher level.
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10/02/2005 Archived Entry: "Burne Hogarth at Art Center"

Nancy Lilly -- with a little help from artists and models who also
knew him -- remembers Burne Hogarth. This recollection was
requested by J LHLS for the Hogarth section of Comics Journal
Library, vol. 5, published by Fantagraphics.

Burne Hogarth at Art Center in Pasadena, California
By Nancy Lilly

Yes, he was egocentric, but -- damn, he was good!

Burne Hogarth comes through loud and clear and with predictable bombast in Gary
Groth's incisive interview with him in "Classic Comics Illustrators", Volume V in the
Comics Journal Library.

He also came through loud and clear, etc. when teaching students at Art Center
College of Design during the 1980's and 90's, which is where and when I knew Hogarth
and can therefore vouch for the validity of Mr. Groth's interview. But what I truly
appreciated, in reading the interview, was the opportunity to hear Hogarth explain,
discuss, elucidate, clarify, (pontificate about?) so much of his background and so many
more of his points of view than I had heard at Art Center.

And the prints chosen for the book give an excellent overview of work -- and the
incredible intricacy of the pieces demonstrate the complexity of the artists' mind and
illustrate the wide ranging thought processes that Groth's interview brings forth. The
historic pieces from "Tarzan" are great, as expected -- but it was the prints from the

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1560976527?&PID=28872
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King Arthur Portfolio that really knocked me out. I'm reminded of the illustrations in one
of my favorite fairy tale books from my childhood -- Hogarth takes you to a wonderful
and dream-like fantasy world in those drawings, and they show a side of him that I
never realized.

His philosophical comments about maturity and morality in relation to comics are really
quite fascinating -- and are probably offensive to you devotees of the genre in many of
its contemporary manifestations! And the literate discussion of Tarzan's genitalia has
its place and makes its point -- if you don't see the hair in his armpits and on his chest,
or see and smell the probable dirt and sweat on his body, why should you see the
genitalia? Makes sense to me.

Mr. Groth's interview gave such a thorough picture of Hogarth's view of himself (and he
certainly was a force to be reckoned with), that I thought I might contrast (or enhance) it
with a few views from others who were affected by Hogarth at Art Center College of
Design in Pasadena during his years of teaching there.

Now, having put on my clothes and sat down behind a desk in 1979, I was too late to
pose for Hogarth's figure drawing classes at Art Center. And from what I heard from
some of the models, I don't know if I would have wanted to. He would insist that the
model get in a difficult pose, and then would demand that the model hold the pose
based on "Hogarth time" which had nothing to do with the accepted protocol of 20 or 25
minutes per pose. Try to stand, with all your weight on one foot and leg, and DON"T
MOVE for twenty minutes and you'll get an idea of the problem. Some of the models
were totally intimidated, others chose to work for him as seldom as possible.

The model Joe Miller was wandering down the hall on a break one day, when
Hogarth's voice roared out "Where is the model? WHERE IS THE MODEL?" Poor Joe
went flying in a panic down the hall, eyes bulging, the sparks from his cigarette flying,
skidded into the studio, to find that Hogarth was not yelling for HIM -- he was actually
berating a student for drawing a figure on much too small a scale. The fact that poor
Joe avoided a heart attack was miraculous.

Some of the models managed to take him in stride. As model Peggy Moore
commented, "He was such a control freak - you were always allowed to disagree with
him, but you were never allowed to win. It's the students I felt sorry for -- he could be
really hard on them -- it rolled off some, but others were completely cowed."

And Peggy reminded me also of how Burne, in his reserved 1980's professorial tie and
"Mr. Rogers" sweater- vest oufits, would positively reek of patchouli oil -- if you closed
your eyes, you would think you were back in '60's hippie-dom. What an anomaly; I
wonder if he was wearing it during the interview, it was so all-pervasive, I would think
Gary Groth would have mentioned it.

Anne Anderson Saitzyk, who had been a student of his and who went on to become a
faculty member at Art Center, was trading stories with Peggy, and had stories both pro
and con, serious and humorous, to tell. In her preface, she said, "I was happy that I
was an older student when I had him (around 29) so I didn't take him personally. He
was very charming but he really didn't feel that his authority should be questioned.
Even if he was wrong.

"One day, he taught us how to draw an imaginary environment around the model,
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basing the perspective of the environment on the model's body. This was such an
enlightening experience for me. I don't do this kind of work, but it was a totally brilliant
lesson. Maybe this is something obvious to a great many people, but to me it was so
eye-opening and inventive, it remains one of my strongest memories of his teaching.
To me this is an example of how an artist's invention is as valid or more so, than a
more technical, linear approach to problem solving."

Bob Kato, also a Hogarth student who became an Art Center teacher, had enough
stories to fill a book -- here is just one: "I had Burne Hogarth's drawing class on
Thursdays while many of my friends had his class on Tuesdays. Burne had a format -
lectures and demonstrations before lunch and then drawing from the model after lunch.
His lectures were intended to teach us about anatomy, but they were really about
Burne's opinions about his superior intellect and insight. One Wednesday I asked a
friend in the Tuesday class what Burne was going to talk about in his morning lecture.

"He's going to ask if you think a garbage can is fine art," my friend said. I asked,
"What's the answer?" and he told me, "The answer is 'yes'.

"I went to class that Thursday and Hogarth started his lecture about the muscles of the
leg and before long led the lecture toward the question, "What is art?" My ears perked
up as I saw an opportunity to look smart as Hogarth went into his rant about the
meaning of art. Predictably, Burne asked us if we would recognize real art if we saw it.
We all reluctantly nodded yes. He then forcefully grabbed a garbage can, thrust it upon
a drawing bench, and asked the class if we thought it was fine art. With immediate
confidence I raised my hand and answered "YES!" Without hesitation, Hogarth
bellowed, "NOOOOOOOO!!!" Confused and humiliated, I asked why not and Hogarth
yelled, "Because I didn't INTEND it to be!!!". The overall message of this and all his
lectures was the same. Burne is always right. The rest of us are all wrong, less
talented and not nearly as smart.

"But I loved his class immensely for its entertainment value; and a few years later,
when I first started teaching, Burne enlightened me with some of the most insightful
advice anyone has ever given me in my teaching career. He said that, whatever I do, I
should stand for something. Go ahead and let the students either love you or hate you.
But by holding your ground you help students figure out who they are and what their
point of view as an artist is. I can honestly say that Burne helped me do that."

Well, the man is gone. He died in Paris in 1996 while in France attending a comic art
convention. But the tales about him remain. The reputation remains. And thank
goodness, the art and creativity and lessons of his work remain. This is important in the
face of the frequent debasement of the genre -- and although I must say there were
ways in which I disagreed with him, he carried his drawings to a high peak of popular
and philosophical art. Gary Groth's masterful interview with him well showed the
individual and cantankerous structure upon which it was built, and verified the
philosophy -- that you should stand for something, and you should hold your ground...
and Hogarth truly did.

Someday there will be a Burne Hogarth Website at www.BurneHogarth.com. Just fyi.

Note: Powells Books has the wrong cover on their webpage, but the correct ISBN for
Comics Journal Library, vol. 5 so it really is this book. Or you can get it from
Fantagraphics. ED
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Replies: 1 Comment

I only modeled for Hogarth once and he completely ignored me and the other model,
except to bark a few orders at us. He didn't have us pose in the morning, but we had to
be in the class anyway. Hograth was very feisty before lunch, but ran out of steam
shortly after lunch. However, that morning he drew a very detailed head of an old man
from memory. This was the first time I'd ever seen an Art Center (or any) teacher draw
from memory like that. I was impressed. (Before there are riots, let me clarify: I know
Art Center teachers can draw, and I've seen them draw from the model, I just never
saw any of them draw from memory like that [or draw anything like Hogarth did that
day].)

I heard some gossip that a model once blew up at Hogarth in the cafeteria, but that
was before my time, and I never knew what the blow up was about.

I remember one student said about Hogarth, later in another class (Vern Wilson's
pastel class, as a matter of fact), when I said I'd modeled for Hogarth, she said: "Oh,
Hogarth, he scares good work into you." Must be so.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 10/02/2005 08:54 PM PST
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BAAU interview with Ian Sy, whom I met at AnimeExpo this past
July.

GM: What are you Bay Area Artists United working on these
days?

BAAU: Now that school has started again, a lot of our members
are less active. However, we've just launched work into our fifth
collection of short stories. Our members are now hard at work on
cover art and stories for BAAU Down 5.

GM: Who are the members of BAAU? And what are your
backgrounds in art and life that lead you to be BAAU?

BAAU: We, as a group, are mostly students. We've all begun our journeys into art and
are having tons of fun in our art classes. Some of our most promising members are
now majoring in art related courses. Some of us are already working full time -- some
in game companies, web portals, and some in the semiconductor industry here around
San Jose.

(Note: For links to some of the individual BAAU artists' webpages, please see Tom
Good's review of BAAU Down 4. Or this page. GM)

GM: Are any people in BAAU working on independent projects in the art or comics
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industry?

BAAU: Our founders, Studio XD, started out as a comics studio, doing contract work
and creator-owned work. Now they run Gaia Online. We also have a few members
working with game software companies, or as graphic designers. The rest of us work
on our art through BAAU Down or other collaborative comic works.

GM: What's the BAAU history with Fanime?

BAAU: Fanime was probably the first convention many of us went to. Some of our
older members have friends who now run Fanime! We love being able to set up shop
at Fanime, and get in touch with all our local friends and fans.

(Note: I was under the impression that BAAU founded and ran Fanime, but I seem to
have been mistaken. GM)

GM: Does BAAU do other conventions? Which ones and what kind of response have
you had from them?

BAAU: We also go to Anime Expo, down in the Los Angeles
area, and Pacific Media Expo in our home San Francisco Bay
Area. We've just increased our print run, so we're planning on
attending more cons like Wondercon or Alternative Press Expo
this coming year.

GM: Does BAAU have any feelings about the manga industry in
the US?

BAAU: Well, BAAU is a large group with many opinions. We all
hope that the manga industry stays healthy both for imports and
for homegrown art. We hope that there will always be a wide
variety of stories and art styles to read and enjoy. We hope that we'll be part of the
manga industry some day!

GM: Are there manga publishers BAAU particularly admires and why is that?

BAAU: Again, there are so many people that opinions range widely. Personally, I
admire the independent artists and wish that both the artists and their customers are
able to take risks and find new and exciting material.

GM: What anime titles and artists do you admire and why would you recommend J
LHLS readers seek those titles and artists out? We're always looking for a new thrill,
but we usually need a little more motivation.

BAAU: I'm going to take this chance and answer with my own personal
recommendations. Through BAAU, I met and greatly admire two artists from North
America who are just beginning to make a splash. Do a search on the web for Brian
O'Malley's "Scott Pilgrim", and for Corey Lewis's "PENG" and "Sharknife". I don't think
you'll be disappointed.

GM: Who have been BAAU's role models?

BAAU: Studio XD! They are a great prototype for awesomeness. Friends who

http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/baauint2.jpg
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gathered and met on the internet, and have grown into great friends and artists. We
hope that our art is a gateway to our growth and our lives.

GM: What keeps BAAU going? Fear, greed, lust or something else?

BAAU: BAAU keeps us warm in the winter when there's not enough light to see our
drawings. Maybe it's just the heat fans from our computers, but we all support each
other with inspiration and good cheer and ridiculous online chatter.

GM: How did BAAU get started?

BAAU: BAAU started as a way to meet people. Studio XD's original members all
came to the Bay Area, but didn't know many people besides themselves. But, with a
little bit of IRC and a handy website, BAAU found out that a lot of artists were right
around the Bay Area. It's really an amazing thing to meet fellow artists -- I think we're
rare enough that it's always a thrill meeting someone who appreciates art enough to
want to give back to art as a whole. It's like a perpetual motion engine.

GM: How has BAAU evolved over the past four (or five?) years?

BAAU: I think BAAU was more social in the beginning, being a smaller size. These
days, I think the social nature is still there, but it's dispersed through different websites
and different chat engines. Still, the BAAU homepage is a warm hearth for us all to
gather back and keep in touch! Definitely, the core mission of BAAU is to produce
BAAU Down, now. This didn't exist in the early days. Oh, lest I forget: We also exist to
hold a fat barbeque once yearly to feed the starving Bay Area artists ;)

GM: BAAU puts out a beautiful print anthology every year. I think you can take a baau
for that (ha ha... yeah). What have been the most interesting aspects of group
publishing and print publishing in general?

BAAU: I think that the large scale of the project breeds a great sense of trust and
reward. Collaboration is the key word -- from sitting down and sharing magazines and
comics, to shooting the bull until a random conversation becomes a story, all the way
to thrilling each other with new art that's never been seen before -- BAAU re-circulates
and re-energizes itself every step of the way.

GM: What are BAAU's hopes and dreams for the future for BAAU and for the members
of BAAU?

BAAU: I hope that we all find a spot for art in our lives, whether it be our jobs or a way
to unwind at the end of a long day. BAAU is a place that takes creativity and
enthusiasm and shows how adding a little structure can really reach out into the world
and make a difference.

GM: Thanks, BAAU.

BAAU: Thank you Liheliso! It's a great honor to sit down and chat with you.

Email Ian Sy at ian@studiokyuu.com to order BAAU Down 4 (see J LHLS review for
more information). List price is 10$, and 5$ for shipping and handling.
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Replies: 2 comments

Hello! This is Ian Sy, aka ian_oji, from BAAU. Many thanks to Ginger for giving a
review opportunity for BAAU Down. The images here are previews, works-in-progress,
for our next volume, BAAU Down 5! We still have issues of BAAU Down 4
(http://liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000452.htm) on sale. Feel free to email me at
ian@studiokyuu.com to order! List price is 10$, and 5$ for shipping and handling.

Posted by Ian Sy @ 09/30/2005 09:30 PM PST

Thanks, Ian!

Posted by Ginger @ 10/01/2005 11:00 AM PST
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Tenjho Tenge, Round 02
Distributed by Geneon

Review by Tom Good

Welcome to a world where school has little to do with classes,
teachers, or homework, but simply serves as a battleground for
extracurricular martial arts duels between rival clubs. Here, the
girls look like Pamela Anderson Lee but fight like Bruce Lee, and
battles are guaranteed to lift their skirts or shred their clothes.
Students never have to study or talk to their parents, but have
plenty of time to go bowling and figure out miraculous new uses

for their chi powers. This is the world of Tenjho Tenge (literally: "Heaven Above,
Heaven Below").

A premise like this could be played for laughs, but for the most part Tenjho Tenge
stays completely serious. Surprisingly, this works. The viewer may laugh at the strange
proceedings, but the characters never do. By committing fully to its weird story and
insisting on its reality, the show manages to bring viewers along for the ride. What this
series offers is a journey into pure escapist entertainment, and as that it really
succeeds. After a while, the idea that girls bring samurai swords and throwing knives to
school does not seem that odd any more.

Like the other Geneon discs that I have reviewed, this one gets high marks for colors

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B0008191Z6/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20' TARGET=
http://liheliso.org/
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and picture quality. The English voice-overs are also quite good. I would recommend
reading the first volume of the manga or watching part 1 before watching this DVD.
Starting here with episode 5 will probably be confusing, because there is virtually no
explanation of who the characters are or what has already happened. This is not a
deep story, but it is strangely compelling, crazy fun. 

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


Archived Entry - 09/29/2005: "Anime review: Tenjho Tenge, Round 02"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000480.htm[4/27/2019 3:17:43 PM]

PO Box 31513
Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 09/27/2005: "Manga review: Dolls 4"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000479.htm[4/27/2019 3:17:47 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Manga review: Honey Mustard, vol 1"] [Main Index] [Next entry:
"Anime review: Tenjho Tenge, Round 02"]

09/27/2005 Archived Entry: "Manga review: Dolls 4"

Dolls, Vol. 4
by Yumiko Kawahara
Published by VIZ Media

Reviewed by Kathryn Ramage

The latest volume in Kawahara's lovely, graphical, fantasy series
about living plant-dolls carries on the standard set by its
predecessors. There are only four stories in this volume, but with
one exception they are longer and more complex than the stories
in the previous collections--more a set of graphic novellas than
short stories.

As always, the theme of each story concerns the odd relationship
between the dolls and their owners. This time, three of the four stories are about
children, both little boys and girls, who have an almost spiritual connection with their
beloved dolls. Only the last one has to do with an obsessive owner, and a grown man
in love with a doll--both of which have played prominent roles in many of the earlier
stories.

This set of stories also elaborates on the mysterious, magical, botanical processes that
go into the making of a doll:

 The story titled "A Gift" has to do with the creation of an angel-doll--i.e., one that can
grow wings.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/159116866x' TARGET=
http://liheliso.org/
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 In "Coral," a little girl grows a tiny doll in the heart of a "plant mite" in a fish tank.

 The tiara featured in "The Tiara of Melancholy" is actually a flowering parasite that
grows on a plant-doll's head, blooms only for a few minutes, and kills its host. Only an
obsessive millionaire would want to destroy an expensive doll just to see the tiara in

bloom.

As always, thoroughly enchanting.

For my reviews of Dolls Volumes 1-3, see
http://liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000230.htm,
http://liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000347.htm and
http://liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000425.htm.
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Honey Mustard, vol 1
Created by Ho-Kyung Yeo
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Honey Mustard is the best of what Comedy/Romance Manga can
offer in spirited characters, misplaced affection, crossed signals
and obligatory family expectations.

Poor Ara finally brings herself to ask the boy of her dreams out
on a date. Too much liquor and a misplaced kiss in front of the
school's chaperone brings the news to both sets of

conservatively strict parents. Family uproar, demands of proper etiquette and requisite
while retaining the good family names on both sides force Ara and Young Woo to
either get married and have children... or forever lose face.

And so Ara and Young Woo agree they must appease their families and make the best
of this with a mature resolution. One is left wondering if her true interest, Jung Hanil,
will ever find out he was the true target of Ara's affections. If he does add up the
evidence, what will he do?

The pages containing the story of "the kiss" is classic in of itself. Truly any High School
Senior can relate and probably cringe with their own memory of a drunk induced
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choice.

Volume One of Honey Mustard is a raucous introduction and promises to deliver even
more in the next publication.

Great fun and soft affection wrapped in young confusion.

Replies: 2 comments

I picked up Honey Mustard mainly because it seemed so real to me. The plot seems to
be mocking me in me in MY recent mistake. I loved it. It was perfect, though I was
totaly sober and stuff but we got expelled. We did do worse though. Even though we
weren't actually caught by a teacher. Anyway, it rocked. Some of the words went over
into the margin making some of it hard to read. But the art was great. I'm getting
repetitive so, in conclusion, it rocked.

Posted by Kurtizzle @ 11/20/2005 11:36 AM PST

I picked up honey mustard because i could relate to it.

Posted by Kalya anne @ 03/08/2006 03:32 PM PST
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Kamichama Karin, vol 1
Created by Koge-Dondo
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Can you imagine what would happen if a small and fragile human
were granted the powers of the heavens?

No need to imagine, meet Karin. Our young goddess in training.
Kamichama Karin presents an average girl who is below average
in self esteem. Her parents are gone her favorite pet dies, and
she is left alone struggling in her own confusion.

Following feminine manga fashion Karin learns the ring her mother left her grants her
the powers and destiny of a goddess. And what does a girl do with such beauty, power,
and strength?

Anything she wants to do. Of course, also following the feminine manga fashion all the
powers of heaven cannot free her from the hold of romantic crushes and wispy
impulses brought on by the site of the cute boys that enter her life.

Kamichama Karin is a sweet and funny Manga series that will surely prove to be a
favorite among the young female fans. Volume One offers many storylines and
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possibilities for the volumes that will surely follow. The characters and places are fertile
and entertaining ground indeed. Karin will have her work cut out for her as a goddess
or as a young girl.

Replies: 2 comments

omg i just lov this manga i couldnt put it down!! itz so funnie

Posted by someone @ 01/07/2006 07:09 PM PST

It's just like DiGi Charat. Not bad, though.

Posted by Vinny @ 03/17/2006 10:37 PM PST
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War on Flesh, vol 1
Story by Justin Boring and Greg Hildebrandt
Art by Tim Smith 3
Published by: TOKYOPOP

Review by Kathy LaFollett

War on Flesh is the Voodoo Curse of a witch doctor named Ew
Chot Channy. Ew Chot, like any evil servant of Satan, is eager to
see the living harnessed as the walking dead. What better way to
mock God himself than to permenantly store all of mankind in the
container of the living dead? He unleashes an army of Ew Chot
Hornets to raise this army of walking dead.

Ancient history tells of Sergot, the leader of a tribe aware of Ew Chot and determined
to stop the War of Flesh. He gathers his best men and sends the strongest of his
warriors to kill Ew Chot and the minion of walking dead he has already cursed.
Through the death of Ew Chot the curse is temporarily paused as the very soul of that
voodoo incarnation is planted in the heart of a small boy and carried to the future
through the lineage of children and his children's children.

"And thus begins a declaration of war on the living, a war on all souls, and a war on
flesh!"
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War on Flesh delivers the essence of black voodoo with violent and raw graphics
depicting the stereotypical expectations to satanic ritual, murderous minds, and
general evil towards the living. Many nasty scenes of oppression and torture drive the
superior evil of Ew Chott home to the reader.

The curse, that age old evil incantation based in reality, movie and voodoo itself is
used again within the pages of WOF. Night of the Living Dead, et al meets Pet
Cemetary.

Chapter One is gruesome and you will cringe and have a time reading the text and
taking in the graphics. Extreme content. Any Extreme Manga lover will find a grand
entrance of the macabre.

Volume One delivers Manga Horror via Black Magic, and does it well. As always Tim
Smith 3 proves why he's a Fan Favorite in the TOKYOPOP creatives.

Replies: 1 Comment

It does my 'ole Black Heart well to read that someone abosolutely get's what my story
is all about! Long live LHLS!
-JBoring

Posted by Justin Boring @ 10/25/2005 09:39 AM PST
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Project ARMS, The 2nd Chapter, Vol. 5 "Through the Looking
Glass"
Distributed by VIZ

Review by Tom Good

"Oh, and Takeshi . . . you're in charge of saving the world if we
die. No pressure though, buddy." -- Episode 43: "Turn"

This volume in the Project Arms series starts by exploring some
of the backstory of Alice, a girl who was the first child to be
implanted with "living metal." She developed a relationship with
the powerful machine AI known as Azazel, and taught it
emotions. Living as a virtual prisoner within the laboratory that

created her, Alice wanted to free the other experimental children and see the outside
world. When Alice's plans lead to tragedy, Azazel absorbed her body and took on her
anger at mankind.

After these flashbacks to the origin of Alice, the rest of this DVD mainly concerns
battles between characters whose nanomachine implants give them incredible powers.
For example, Keith Violet, who despite her name is female, has the power to control
light and create laser beams and visual illusions. She is nicknamed "March Hare," one
of many names in the story to make reference to Alice In Wonderland. It is hard to tell
if these allusions have any deeper meaning or whether they are simply a charming
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naming convention.

This DVD has nice imagery and colors, and some good English voice acting, especially
for Alice, Keith Violet, and Dr. Tillenghast. Unfortunately, the voice actors do not have a
lot to work with, because the script is rather weak. The characters spend too much time
explaining situations to each other -- even to the point of giving out information to their
enemies -- and describing things viewers can easily see for themselves ("Look at that!
It's like little shards of glass!").

The heroes also use profanity in a way that does not feel necessary or natural. Unlike
the gutter-mouthed poetry of Deadwood, here the unimaginative cursing just makes
the heroes seem immature. And instead of the clever banter that livens up good action
movies, this show is peppered with clunky speeches like this: "Man's greatest gift is his
own free will. I'm choosing to fight this battle. Now give me your body. I'll show you
how real men fight without fancy computer programs and machines."

Ultimately, though I liked some of the visuals, voices, and ideas, the writing did not
draw me in enough to make me want to invest more time in this series. Viewers who
are already fans of the series will probably enjoy this DVD and appreciate the chance
to learn more about Alice.
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Rizelmine
Created by Yukiu Sugisaki
Published by: TOKYOPOP

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Rizel, a genetic engineering project of the government is a
healthy and cheerful 12-year old. Permanently. She is destined to
stay prepubescent unless she can find her true love who will help
her, through his love, to continue her development.

Rizel also has a problem with her tears. Her sadness can destroy
a city block.

Poor Iwaki Tomonori, a 15 year old boy who prefers older women and being left the
hell alone is about to have a rude and permanent introduction to engineered contracts
and projects.

Tomonori arrives home from school to find Rizel and her "papas" speaking to his
parents. The government will take care of his family financially if he will only marry and
love Rizel. This isn't a bribe, it's a done deal. At 15, right after the school ended,
Tomonori got married and didn't even know it.

Another boy has his eyes set on Rizel, although she will never be interested in him,
and the reasoning brings most everything full circle.
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"The girl of my dreams just stepped on my face! Did you see Jeeves? Those panties! I
vow to make her my wife!" So swears Master Ryuuno-suke.

"Your nose is bleeding." So states his butler, Mr. Obvious.

Rizelmine, is a quirky study into what it means to be human; engineered or otherwise.

Replies: 1 Comment

I think that Razelmine is so... cute and preciously beautiful!
She should have more pictures than this though because she is so... gorgeous to me!

yours truly
~pangia yang ~

Posted by Pangia Yang @ 01/13/2006 11:52 AM PST
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Indigo Animal and Indigo Animal and the Lawn Statuary Institute
by Rue Harrison
Published by Porch Lion Press

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I started reading Indigo Animal in the Issue 2 of "The Secret
Alameda" which was one of the coolest Dada-esque magazines

ever. At first the strip didn't have a strong narrative, but over the years it developed one
on Indigo's interest in lawn statuary and subsequent enrollment in the Lawn Statuary
Institute. The strip is ongoing in "Works + Conversations," but it's so nice to have them
all, plus a few more in two books: "Indigo Animal" and "Indigo Animal and the Lawn
Statuary Institute."

The creator, Rue Harrison, does a much better job than I could do explaining the strip
in her interview with "Works + Conversations," reprinted at J LHLS.

I've always been a big Indigo fan, because the strip explores the idea of how we use
our time, and by extension, how we use our consciousness. Indigo is an animal drifting
through a mundane life, watching gold on TV, for God's sake, when one day s/he
(gender is never clear in the strip) notices the beauty of a piece of lawn statuary and
becomes intrigued by the whole subject of lawn statuary. What's interesting is not so
much what wakes Indigo up, but how she proceeds from that. Where nothing had been
interesting, suddenly everything is, but she focuses on lawn statuary, so not to lose the
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passion of this new line of study. Serendipitously, Indigo discovers the Lawn Statuary
Institute, thus affirming that once the student is ready, the teacher will appear. This is
most of the plot of Indigo volume 1, in volume 2, Indigo explores the Lawn Statuary
Institute, where s/he makes a friend and an adversary over the merits of classical lawn
statuary.

This strip reminds me a little of Krazy Kat. Although less wacky and episodic, Indigo
Animal has the same deceptive depth and profundity of the doings in Kokonino
County. Definitely a find... once you, um, find it.

For more information and sample pages, see IndioAnimal.com. Indigo Animal books
can be ordered like this: "Indigo Animal" is $9.95 and "Indigo Animal and the Lawn
Statuary Research Institute" is $12.95. Add 8.25% sales tax for delivery in California
(so that would be $10.78 and $14.02 respectively, Californians). Priority Mail rate is
$3.85 for up to three books; Book Rate is $1.50 for the first book and 50 cents for each
additional; First Class is $3.00 per book. Make checks payable to Rue Harrison
Whittaker and mail to Porch Lion Press, PO Box 5008, Berkeley CA 94705. For
more information, contact the publisher at publisher@IndigoAnimal.com or call
works + conversations at 510-653-1146. And, yes, you can contact them through J
LHLS if you are so inclined. We're always happy to forward emails.
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Jubei-Chan 2: The Counter Attack of Siberia Yagyu - (V.2)
Vendetta
Distributed by Geneon Entertainment

Review by Tom Good

Yes, this DVD has a long, awkward title, but it is all part of the
joke: Jubei-Chan is a brilliant, hilarious parody of the typical
action/adventure anime. The heroine Jiyu (nicknamed Jubei-
chan) is a junior high school girl who happens to be the
reincarnation of the 17th century samurai Yagyu Jubei
Mitsuyoshi. The historical Yagyu Jubei is traditionally depicted

wearing an eye patch. When Jiyu puts on her magical artifact, the Lovely Eye Patch, it
transforms her into a tall, beautiful, super-powerful female samurai. Despite its power,
the Lovely Eye Patch is shaped like an absurdly cute glowing pink heart.

Jiyu's rival Freesia is cleverly named, since she was frozen in a block of ice for 300
years. As the daughter of Yagyu Jubei, she considers herself the true "Yagyu Jubei II"
and has an eye patch of her own in the form of a glowing blue spade. In a great
flashback sequence, Freesia thaws out from her hibernation and arrives on the island
of Hokkaido, where she encounters a forest full of talking, singing animals. The first
three animals she meets are a bear, a tiger, and a snake, just like Baloo, Shere Khan,
and Kaa in The Jungle Book. Freesia asks a squirrel to go and find out what happened
to her father. The squirrel says, "sure thing." Cut to a scene of the little guy returning on
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Freesia's birthday, looking weary. The other animals ask, "Mr. Squirrel! Where were
you the last five years? We were worried."

As a parody that outshines much of the genre being parodied, Jubei-Chan reminds me
of Kung Fu Hustle. The art, generally strong and varied, has a few intentionally jarring
contrasts of artistic style for comic effect, such as scenes where only one minor
character is rendered with 3D computer graphics. The music and sound effects stand
out as some of the best in anime, from the percussive rhythms that had me swaying in
my chair to the funny sound effects that mark especially dramatic glances. There is
plenty of silly humor, but once you catch on to their real intent, the deadpan overly-
serious scenes become some of the funniest parts of all. The voice actors probably
cracked up laughing immediately after saying some of the most overwrought lines.

The show has masterful pacing, with silence and visual pauses used to great effect.
Sometimes a pause intentionally stretches out too long, producing a very interesting
effect. At first, one cannot resist interpreting the pause as a serious, compelling
dramatic pause that heightens tension in the scene. But as the seconds keep ticking
by, there comes a kind of "breaking point" where the mood of the moment abruptly
shifts from suspenseful to completely ridiculous. This may be the first show to ever
make me laugh through the simple trick of having nothing happen.

Jubei-Chan is an outstanding comedy that remains funny after repeated viewings. I
highly recommend it for all anime fans.
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Angst Boy Comics No. 5 and No. 6
"How Angst Boy Got His Groove Back" and "The Amazing
Inebriated Follies and Spectacular Hangover of Angst Boy"
Stories and Art by Karl Christian
A Drunken Tiki/Ennui Production
Visit Karl's LiveJournal at
http://www.livejournal.com/users/karlchristian/

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Again Karl Christian offers up a Black and White orgy of
character interaction and development.

Angst Boy Number 5 opens with a montage of inks, photos and topography; a veritable
smorgasbord of itchy thoughts. Karl as an alter boy, BATBOY from the tabloids, lyrics
from David Bowie (his hallucinogenic years) toon-girls of polar emotions and the
opening salvo of Angst, "The cogs and gears of Angst's brain shuddered, locked, and
gave up."

God I love Karl Christian's synapses.

Number 5 walks the path of Angst and Relationship Envy. Others are happy. Others
are getting along with...others. SHOULD he have a girlfriend? Should he even consider
that as a goal? What does one do?
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Angst sucks at light conversation. He's got enough going on in that head of his, and
cannot summate small talk value within the context of his angst.

His date, being female, has little trouble prattling on. Alcohol seems to lighten the load,
but alas, poor Angst is left sober and unsure of what a relationship is supposed to do
for his tortured moment on this planet.

Thankfully, she just wants to be "friends."

Is it his Karma or her PMS? Who the hell knows?

Number 6 is my favorite of the two. Karl allows us to slosh through a night of
debauchery with Angst. You only THOUGHT you were drunk during college. You don't
know drunk until you've swum the tides of Angst's .8 blood alcohol.

I was sober all those years and didn't even know it.

Lucretia plays herself while in the hand puppet sequence is played by non-other than
Mr Alligator.

There's a alternate universe of hand puppets as well as "Perki Girl Comics" first run.
Karl, you are an evil genius.

In the end, it isn't Angst that says, "Fuck".

So ya, he's got that going for him.

Karl, thanks for the signed copies!!! You ROCK.

(Karl, if you have better graphics, P L E A S E send them to me at ginger AT liheliso
DOT com, thanks. GM)
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Star Trek: Vanguard: Harbinger
by David Mack
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Kathryn Ramage

Starbase 47, named "Vanguard," has ostensibly been built to
establish a Federation presence between Klingon and Tholian
space. There�s a lot going on on Vanguard: an Orion crimelord
has an active syndicate; there�s a Klingon spy surgically altered
to look human; an investigative journalist is not only looking for a
good, juicy story, but is having an affair with a married Starfleet
officer; a piano-playing Vulcan seems to be arranging a few
things behind the scenes; and an exoarcheologist has discovered

an ancient artifact on a nearby planet, and a moss with an unusually complex genome
sequence. At the center of it all is some unspoken secret--something is going on on
Vanguard.

Into the midst of all this activity comes the Enterprise, under the command of its new
captain, one James T. Kirk, and fresh from the events of the original series pilot
episode, "Where No Man Has Gone Before." Kirk�s suspicions are aroused even
before he arrives at Vanguard--what, he wonders, is the real reason why this huge
starbase was built so very quickly out in the middle of nowhere? Vanguard�s
commander is extremely reticent about answering the young captain�s questions.
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When another starship making frequent calls at Vanguard is destroyed under
mysterious circumstances, Kirk and crew are assigned to investigate. It�s here that all
the disparate characters and story threads begin to come together and Kirk--and the
reader--find answers to some questions� but not all the answers, since this book is
only the first volume of the Vanguard saga.

Although Kirk and his crew have a part to play in solving the mystery surrounding
Vanguard, this really isn�t the Enterprise�s story; for most of the first half of the
novel, they remain on the periphery, occasionally entering the plot while other
characters and situations are introduced, but not central to it. I found the first half of the
novel--the set-up of so many plot threads and introduction of so many characters--
rather slow going. People appear, and then disappear with their stories unresolved; I
can only assume that they will return later on in subsequent volumes of the saga.
However, things do pick up once the investigation starts and pieces of the puzzle begin
to connect.

This book includes a color fold-out of the external and internal layout of the Vanguard
starbase and, since it is sometimes difficult to keep track of all the players without a
scorecard, a helpful guide to the principle characters can be found at the back.
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Tricked
by Alex Robinson
Published by Top Shelf

Review by Tom Good

People on Public Radio talk about "driveway moments." These
are the times when motorists pull into their driveways and stop,
but cannot get out of the car because the radio show is so
interesting. So they sit there in the driveway until the show ends.
The equivalent for books must be the "alarm clock moment." I
look at the time, realize how late it is, and tell myself that I have
to get up for work the next day and that I should really go to

sleep. Then I keep reading anyway. That is what happened when I read Tricked. Once
the story gets rolling, it is hard to put down, and at 350 pages it is not a quick read.

The book follows a variety of people who seem unconnected until their lives all
intersect in a pivotal scene at the end. This type of story structure can sometimes feel
forced, as if too many coincidences are required. Robinson subtly addresses this by
numbering the chapters backwards, counting down from forty-nine to one. This tips off
the reader that the subplots will converge on some main event. The plot also weaves
together a study of the nature of fame and authenticity.

Ray is a legendary rock star trying to find the inspiration to put together a comeback
album, and Lily is his muse. If Ray is a genuine celebrity, Nick is a fake one: Nick
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forges the signatures on counterfeit sports memorabilia. His customers crave
connection to celebrity through some physical artifact, but get only an illusion. On the
other hand, Ray never touched most of his official signed photos either, they were
produced by an auto-sign machine in his office, making even the "real" artifacts fakes.

Steve's interest in fame is more cerebral. He is a devoted music fan whose
encyclopedic knowledge of music trivia makes him feel superior, but he is also bitter,
unstable, and slowly falling apart. When he reads an article about Ray's upcoming
album, his obsessive mind starts to fixate on Ray. The waitress Caprice, perhaps the
most likeable character, represents the average, ordinary person. And Phoebe is a sort
of anti-celebrity, a shy girl who attracts so little attention she is practically invisible.

Alex Robinson draws Tricked with a flat, high-contrast style, featuring minimal shading
and large areas of black and white. His character designs follow the same "less is
more" philosophy, expressing a lot with a few lines. I found myself sketching some of
the characters from this story while reading it, something I almost never do, but the art
made me want to draw, like tapping along to the beat of a song. Tricked is a winner,
and I would highly recommend it.

Warning: the remainder of this review contains plot spoilers. If you have not read the
book yet, you may want to stop reading now.

The book contains a sly cultural reference. Steve becomes obsessed with an album by
an artist called Zodiac Filler. The name "Zodiac Filler" is a reference to the Zodiac
Killer, and one of the suspects in the Zodiac killings was Ted Kaczynski, the
Unabomber. As Steve becomes more murderous, he puts on a hooded sweatshirt and
starts to look more and more like the famous FBI sketch of the Unabomber. At the
beginning of the book Steve's face has a five o'clock shadow, but by the time he puts
on the sweatshirt he has grown a mustache like the one in the FBI sketch.

The best twists in the story revolve around two signatures. Steve is pushed over the
edge by a signed photo of Ray he receives in the mail. Because it is "defaced" with a
funny drawing and the signature does not match the ones on all his other photos of
Ray, he decides it is a fake and becomes angry and confused. Ironically, this signature
is actually the only genuine one; all the others came from the auto-sign machine. And
when Nick feels guilty about selling Caprice a fake item, he takes it back and gives her
a baseball card with a real autograph instead. But by giving away this valuable card, he
starts the chain of events that leads to his own downfall. So in a story full of forged
autographs, the only two real ones cause all the trouble.
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Girls Bravo Vol. 2 DVD
Distributed by Geneon

Review by Tom Good

In the universe of Girls Bravo, whenever Yukinari opens up a
door without knowing what is on the other side, he always
discovers a room full of naked or scantily clad girls. Then Kirie
yells at him for being a pervert, and she beats the tar out of him.
(Maybe he should learn to knock.) Miharu, an alien girl from the
world of Seiren, and the only girl Yukinari is not physically allergic
to, stands around being cute, sweet, and obsessed with food.

Occasionally she makes conveniently sexy mistakes with Earth culture, such as when
she wears a maid's apron with nothing underneath because she saw it in "one of
Yukinari's magazines."

In this set of episodes, agents from Seiren try to bring Miharu back, Miharu's big sister
wants a husband, and a school science experiment accidentally creates hundreds of
Miharus. On a technical level, this DVD has a lot of good qualities: a sharp picture,
vibrant colors, easy-to-read subtitles, and good English voice acting. Even the odd
vocal delivery of the eccentric Fukuyama resembles the Japanese original. The DVD
also contains a gallery of line art and the "original ending," though this is not a different
conclusion to the plot, just a different ending credit sequence. And the soft-rock music
that goes with the ending credits is strangely catchy and fun.
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But Girls Bravo suffers from a flawed set of characters. Kirie's defining characteristic is
impulsive violence. Yukinari happens to be in the wrong place at the wrong time,
whereas Fukuyama really is an aggressively lecherous guy, but Kirie treats them both
exactly the same: she viciously attacks them again and again. The violence is not
wacky enough to be funny, and it does not really make sense, so it just feels wrong,
like Charlie Brown kicking Snoopy. It might work better if Miharu were the violent one.
After all, she comes from another world where women vastly outnumber men, so
cultural norms could be different there. Because Yukinari and Miharu are both so
passive and Kirie is irrational, minor characters like Fukuyama and Miharu's sister wind
up stealing the show.

The story works best when it goes completely over the edge into all-out silliness. When
an accident creates hundreds of Miharus, they terrorize the town, eating up everyhing
in site, and someone screams, "they've become mindless eating machines!" Fukuyama
has to save the day by dressing up as a giant banana. This part is really funny, and it
makes episode 8 the best one on the disc.

Also of interest, Tom Good's review of the manga "Girls Bravo, vol 1" at J LHLS M and
E. ED

Replies: 1 Comment

wat is girls bravo 2 is going 2 be about anyways

Posted by sakuya @ 11/03/2005 11:19 PM PST
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Ikebukuro West Gate Park, Vol. 1 and 2
Story: Ira Ishida
Art: Sena Aritou
Translation: Duane Johnson

Review by Tom Good

In Ikebukuro, an area in the northwestern
part of Tokyo, Makoto is just another young
man who wants to hang out with friends,
meet girls and have a good time. But when
a serial killer starts to stalk Makoto's turf, he

becomes determined to hunt the hunter and put an end to this new threat. His journey
into vigilante justice takes him into the dark world of the Tokyo sex trade, teenage
prostitution, and gangs.

This manga is based on a live-action Japanese TV show, which was in turn based on
Ira Ishida's award-winning mystery story. Though drawn in a typical manga style, the
initial story feels more realistic than that of the average manga. The characters seem
like real people, so the threats they face produce real tension. Even the exaggerated
comedic scenes do not really compromise this.

The first story arc begins in Volume 1 and concludes part way through Volume 2. At
this point it is worth reading it once more from the beginning, to pick out some of the
clues that may have slipped by the first time through. Volume 2 continues with Makoto
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on a new mission to take down a local drug dealer and help out a friend. Here the story
shifts to a lighter, less realistic tone, with more emphasis on humor, almost like a
grittier version of City Hunter. But rather than playing the lecherous hero, Makoto
seems embarrassed when girls throw themselves at him, offering to help maintain his
"cover" by shedding theirs. He usually makes at least a token effort to talk them out of
this.

I liked IWGP for its colorful portrayal of the Tokyo street scene. There are also some
funny references to manga. One of the girls in Vol. 1 draws manga-style art with "the
otaku touch," and a prostitute in Vol 2. dresses up as Lum from Urusei Yatsura.
Because the story deals explicitly with Tokyo's underground of sex and drugs, it is
rated M: for mature audiences 18+.

(To view Ikebukuro in Google Earth, enter the coordinates
35.72994701427134,139.7068011632971)
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Bambi and Her Pink Gun, Vol. 1
by Atsushi Kaneko
Translation: Duane Johnson
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

Bambi is a punk girl whose mission is to deliver a kidnapped child
to the mysterious "Old Men." But when the child's father puts out
a 500 million yen bounty on Bambi, a horde of would-be
assassins pursues her, eager to kill her and collect the reward.
How can this teenage girl have a chance against so many hit

men? The story hints that Bambi is somehow not quite human, but more like a
ferocious cornered animal, "a monster with self-preservation instincts."

Bambi hates to bathe, and at one point she smells so bad that she gives herself away
to her opponents by standing upwind. When she finally takes a bath in a hotel room, a
gunman takes the opportunity to attack while she is unarmed. Bambi senses him
coming, spills liquid soap on the floor, and wraps her hand in a towel. When the killer
walks in, she smashes the bathroom mirror with her fist, and when he slips on the
soapy floor she stabs him to death with a jagged piece of the mirror. Without a word or
a second thought, still naked and covered in blood, she calmly walks into the next room
to check on the child. As a hard-boiled action scene, this 5-page sequence is excellent,
maybe a masterpiece. However, this manga's moments of greatness arrive within an
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ultra-violent story that relies heavily on shock value.

The movie Kill Bill: Vol. 1 may be a good touchstone to predict whether or not you will
like this book. If you laughed at the over-the-top violent excesses of Kill Bill, you might
enjoy Bambi. And in much the same way that Kill Bill combines Asian and Western
styles, and shows American characters dueling with samurai swords, Bambi
incorporates many typically American visual elements, like cowboy hats, American
cars, and a character who looks like a fanged Elvis impersonator. All the American
elements have such a negative context that they may be a sort of political commentary,
criticizing the Westernization of Japan. But it is hard to tell whether a story like this
intends to be taken seriously as a political statement.

If you are at all offended by violence and gore, this is definitely not the book for you.
Sometimes people use the term "cartoon violence" to refer to art where lack of realism
mutes the emotional impact, such as in the Coyote/Roadrunner cartoons. This is not
that type of cartoon violence at all, it is twisted and disturbing. The book is rated M: For
mature audiences 18+ for good reason. Honestly, this manga is so violent, it makes
Hokuto no Ken look like Hikaru no Go.

As the story opens, one character comments, "Damn. Whole world's diseased.
Everything's covered in filth. Even the air has this weird taste. Has the human spirit
gone hard? Ain't there nothin' pure left in the world?" Bambi repeatedly refers to her
own "beautiful, pure body" but is disgusted by the polluted water and unhealthy food in
the horrible world around her. Ultimately, the only truly pure things in the story may be
the child, and Bambi's will to survive.
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Inuyasha: Swords of an Honorable Ruler
Based on the manga by Rumiko Takahashi
English Language Version produced by VIZ, 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Inuyasha fans, rejoice! The third Inuyasha movie, Swords on an
Honorable Ruler, is everything U.S. viewers hope for in a movie
based on a television series, but so seldom get. Rather than
being a strange new creation loosely based on the original,
Swords of an Honorable Ruler is a supercharged mega-episode.
You get some new information about the characters you love.
Exciting things happen. All production elements are prettied up
and prancing around in their Sunday best.

Pardon me while I rant, but why the hell is the satisfying transfer
of a show from the small screen to the big screen so rare in the

U.S.? Are budding directors required to take a "Fans: Why You Must Learn to Hate
Them" seminar? Why do directors seem to say to themselves, "Great! I've got a huge
built-in audience of television viewers for my "My Three Sons" movie. This is my
perfect opportunity do the "Sons and Lovers" adaptation I've always wanted to do!"?
Why do production staff meetings seem to begin with comments like, "Okay, the
original was a romantic comedy, so the two things we want to avoid most in our new
version are romance and comedy"?
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Well, the Japanese anime industry -- kooky, simple people they are -- is still under the
odd impression that all you need to do to make a movie based on a successful TV
show is to write a longer script and spend more money. Weird. Weird. Weird.

Swords of an Honorable Ruler focuses on the rivalry between Inuyasha and his older
half-brother Sesshomaru. I'm glad that the writers chose to focus on conflict instead of
his pursuit of the demon Naraku as the previous two movies did. I don't have anything
against Naraku, I just find Sesshomaru more interesting -- and not just because it looks
like he's wearing a boa. Okay, okay, I know it's not a boa. It's mane-type thing... I
think. Then again, it could just be a furry boa... an evil furry demonic boa. Sesshomaru
has the kind of cool it would take to pull something like that off.

For me, having Sesshomaru as main antagonist is a superior choice in terms of plot.
Naraku has this frustrating, Wo Fat on Hawaii Five-O type thing going on. Just when
you think he's dead, it turns out that either the demon they killed wasn't really Naraku,
or Naraku simply gets over being dead like it was a bad cold.

Since Sesshomaru is an important continuing character, pitting Inuyasha against his
older brother forces the writers to be a little more clever than usual. Instead of just
figuring out how Inuyasha can win the fight, they have to figure out how he can not win
the fight and still get out of it alive. Sesshomaru is older, stronger and more
experienced than Inuyasha. And Sesshomaru does hate Inuyasha. Every morning
when he gets up and looks at his "Things to Do" list, "Kill Inuyasha" is always in the top
five... probably right after "Brush Mane/Tail/Boa." (How does he keep it so clean and
fluffy?) Therefore each time they meet, something unexpected has to happen. Either
someone (usually Kagome) has to interfere, some new plot twist must intervene, or
some line of thought must motivate one brother to refrain from killing the other.

Motivation is the second element that makes Sesshomaru more the more interesting
antagonist for me. Naraku is an absolute villain. He was a mean human being who
became a super-mean demon. The more we find out about him, the more we find out
that he is motivated by pure meanness. There is no hope for redemption for Naraku.
To resolve his storyline, he must be utterly destroyed. Beautiful, powerful, yet tragically
flawed Sesshomaru, though, is a whole different kettle of puppy chow. He has many
characteristics that seem to settle him squarely in the villain category. He is a demon.
He wants to cause harm to our protagonist. However, unlike Naraku, Sesshomaru has
complex, multi-layered motivations for his actions. Admittedly, some of these spring
from some pretty evil impulses, but then again, he is a demon. They're all about the
evil, you know.

I say that he has complex motivations, but that conclusion is based on guesswork and
interpretation. In contrast to Inuyasha and his endlessly chatty companions,
Sesshomaru is marvelously silent. One must glean his motivations from his action and
puzzle out the contradictions between what he says and what he does. He says he has
nothing but contempt and loathing for human beings, but he has by this point in the
story adopted a young human girl named Rin. Although he says he protects no one, he
protects Rin. Although he says he hates Inuyasha and will kill him, he at times seems
to act out of a desire to protect Inuyasha. Sometimes in the midst of trying to kill him,
Sesshomaru will scold Inuyasha in an almost fond, brotherly way.

Swords of an Honorable Ruler explores the roots of this ongoing sibling rivalry. We get
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to see Inuyasha and Sesshomaru's father for the first time. The presence of the Great
Dog Demon really brings out the Oedipal aspects of the conflict between the brothers.
It's Freud played out with really, really big, phallic swords to aide the interpretationally-
challenged. The two half-brothers neatly split an Oedipus Complex. Sesshomaru talks
about his desire to kill his father so he can become a successful adult. Both Rin
(Sesshomaru's ward) and Kagome (Inuyasha's semi-girlfriend who is an incarnation of
Kikyo, Inuyasha's former girlfriend) are clearly linked to Inuyasha's mother, Izayoi.
There's even a hint that the two girls may be reincarnations of Izayoi. Add on the visual
of all those really, really big and important swords and... Well, like I said, Freud's
making overtime on this one. If he were alive, I'd bet he'd be taking clips from this film
with him on all the "Good Morning" shows on his next book tour. It's that Oedipal.

All joking aside, the psychological depth of the conflict between the brothers raises the
story above the level of a mere beat-'em-up action flick. The brothers fight at least in
part because each challenges the other's self-concept. They see each other as a
reflection of what each might have been or might yet become. When the brothers fight,
they battle not only to defeat an enemy but aspects of themselves that make them an
imperfect likeness their father's greatness.

As I indicated earlier, the artwork has received a fresh coat of pretty. Character design
is not altered but coloring is subtler than the made-for-TV version and the overall
graphics have been enhanced. There's an extra level of detail in landscapes and
architecture. Computer-generated clouds waft from explosions and demonic
disturbances. CGI crowds march through a few scenes. Although not as impressive as
they must have been on the big screen, these augmentations add an extra level of
oomph to the visuals.

My only real complaint is that the DVD is disappointingly light on extras. There's an
image gallery (of course), Japanese and English trailers, and advertisements for the
Inuyasha card game, video game, and manga. The only thing of any value is the option
called "Special Footage." After I got over the disappointment of realizing this was not a
collection of new animation, I was happy to go through this well-chosen collection of
clips from the series reviewing important events in Inuyasha and Sesshomaru's
tempestuous relationship. I would recommend watching this footage as a warm-up for
the movie.

In short, Inuyasha: Swords of an Honorable Ruler is absolute must-see for fans of the
series. All the other cool kids will laugh at you if you don't. And although Swords of an
Honorable Ruler is late in the continuity of the series, the writers have provided
sufficient glossing so that a newcomer to the series who's been wondering what all the
fuss is about "that dogboy cartoon" can understand and enjoy the film. Even if you're
just a psychology major looking for a way to explain Freudian theory to middle-
schoolers, this film has something to offer everyone. Go buy or rent it today!
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École du Ciel, Vol. 1
by Haruhiko Mikimoto
Translation: Ikoi Hiroe
English Adaptation: Ikoi Hiroe & Paul Morrissey
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

This story about a military training academy for mech pilots
invites comparisons to Top Gun, and because it is set in the
Gundam universe, I started to think of it as "Top Gundam." Both
stories have main characters who must live with their fathers' bad
reputations. In Top Gun, Maverick's father was blamed for

causing an accident that killed him and other personnel. Here, the heroine Asuna is the
daughter of a former professor at the Zeon national defense academy, who is now
wanted for war crimes. Both heroes arrive at a pilot school where the training is
demanding and expectations are high. But in many respects, the characters are very
different. Unlike the cocky hotshot Maverick, Asuna is a shy waif who is failing her
classes at École du Ciel ("school of the sky"), and seems to lack the skills to survive
real mech combat.

Some critics including Pauline Kael have claimed that Top Gun had a gay subtext. In
this episode, Asuna and her best friend Emilu have a relationship that one could
interpret with a lesbian subtext. In one scene, Emilu feels Asuna's breasts, supposedly
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to judge whether they have gotten bigger. A male student who observes them says,
"Don't worry, I have no prejudices. Love is love, right?" The reader is left to decide
whether this is purely comedy or something more. Later, in the aftermath of a
dangerous battle, Emilu helps Asuna to her feet. In terms of the plot this makes sense
as a practical, innocent action, but the style of the drawing makes it resemble a
romantic embrace, with Asuna's hand falling (or is it reaching?) to touch Emilu's bare
thigh.

Manga artists often use a low angle perspective looking up at characters, either to
make them look taller and more imposing, or sometimes to supply the ever-popular
"upskirt" shots of female characters. Mikimoto takes the opposite approach here, and
frequently draws his characters from a high angle looking down. This makes them
appear small and vulnerable, and also saves the low-angle effect for where it is
needed most: to emphasize the immense size of the mechs.

Despite its high-tech, military theme, this manga features soft textures and a gentle,
dreamy look. This contrast works brilliantly, and helps convey Asuna's perspective and
personality. I enjoyed the beautiful charcoal-textured drawings that appear
occasionally in the story.

This manga contains 12 pages of bonus materials, including interviews with mobile suit
designer Yoshinori Sayama. The Gundam universe uses some special terminology,
but new readers can refer to online material that includes an extensive glossary. École
du Ciel bills itself as "the perfect series for anyone who hasn't yet been introduced to
the wonderful world of mobile suits." I think it delivers on that promise.
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Kumoricon 2005
Report by Tom Good

An anime convention blurs the line between show and audience.
Costumed fans become part of the attraction, and they know it.
"This could be an empty stage, you don't even need me up here,"
one speaker joked, as comments shouted from the crowd started
to turn the opening ceremonies into a Rocky Horror style comedy
event. The fans were so fired up and ready to take part, I kept
checking my watch to make sure it was really 10 a.m. on a
Saturday. It was, and Kumoricon '05 was already off to a good
start.

Kumoricon's name (literally, "cloudy-con")
suits its Portland location, but September

sunshine appeared, allowing for plenty of nice outdoor photos,
and even tempting some fans to venture into the hotel's
swimming pool. And the mood here was anything but gloomy.
Convention staff, guests, and fans were very friendly and nice;
one fan from Washington who went to get some cosplay tickets
came back with an extra one for me, even though we had never
met, and I soon found myself talking with him and his friends.
The hallways felt like fashion runways at times, and with three
anime screening rooms and a video gaming room, there was

http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Kumoricon/RedHat.JPG
http://liheliso.org/
http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Kumoricon/Link01.JPG
http://www.kumoricon.com/
http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Kumoricon/Alchemist.JPG
http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Kumoricon/costume.JPG


Archived Entry - 09/08/2005: "Kumoricon 2005"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000463.htm[4/27/2019 3:18:42 PM]

always something to do.

Upstart Artists

The "Upstart Artists" panel turned out to be one of my favorite events of the
convention. The creators of three online manga talked to fans and answered questions.
These articulate panelists seemed at ease addressing the room, almost as if they had
been doing these panels for many years. Though I had not seen any of their manga
before, after the panel I got online and started reading.

Emi, author of The Way To Your Heart, has created a long-
running online manga about a Japanese rock band. The art in the
beginning of the series struck me as bland, but over the course
of four chapters it evolved into a bolder, more confident style that
works very well. Compare this early page from chapter one to this

later page from chapter four, and the difference is striking. The Way To Your Heart is
currently the most popular manga out of the thousands available at onlinecomics.net,
and a well-deserved success.

Chosen, by J. Andrews, S. Daniels, and W. Holcomb, opens with some striking visuals.
Mysterious glowing white symbols on a black background accompany a legend of
angels, demons, Elves and humans. I instantly liked the style of the prologue, so I hope
this type of art gets used again later. On the other hand, I am less fond of the
translucent word balloons in the main story. Rather than blending in, they pull my
attention to the part of the picture under the word balloon, which feels distracting.

Finally, high school student Natalie Nourigat is the author of Out of Place, a fun online
manga that shows a lot of potential. She has an efficient style of storytelling that gets a
lot out of each page, and keeps the story moving forward without much "filler." The
elevator scene in chapter three stayed with me; I thought of it while looking at the hotel
elevators the next day. Out of Place has a good sense of humor, too. Natalie says on
her site that this will be a 16 stage manga, and I am looking forward to the reading the
rest of the story.

Breaking Into Anime
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Joshua Seth, who has done voice-over work for many different
anime including Wolf's Rain and Akira, gave a talk about
breaking into anime as a voice actor. He played a demo
recording in which he did dozens of very different voices, but said
it had not been effective in getting him work. "Don't have too
much variety," he said, because producers may appreciate the
versatility but not know where or how to use it. He then played a
shorter demo with a narrower range that had been much more
successful.

Seth also advised would-be anime voice actors to transcribe
dialogue from their favorite anime, then practice reading along
with the sound turned off, to learn the skill of synchronizing with
the lip movements on screen. Local radio, he said, can offer an opportunity to get
valuable "mic time" and experience.

Translation and Adaptation

Janet Gilbert, who has written English adaptations of manga for
VIZ, gave a presentation about the process of translation and
English adaptation. She explained that the translator first writes a
100 word English synopsis of a manga, from which the editor will
compose the back cover blurb. This means that the back cover
blurb may be written by someone who has not yet read the book.
A full literal translation comes next, and the English adaptation
follows.

The writer of the adaptation improves areas where the literal
translation may sound awkward in English. Sound effects can be
especially hard to translate: Gilbert gave the example of having
to find words for the sound of "falling Tupperware." And the

Japanese sound effect shin, which represents silence, does not have a good
equivalent word in English.

Gilbert said she does not censor any content while writing the adaptation, but this may
be done later by the publisher depending on the target rating of the book. I asked
whether the translator indicates which Japanese dialects the characters are using. She
said she had not seen that, but that it may not have been an issue for her series Happy
Hustle High, where the characters are from the same town.

Budo Taijutsu

Peter Kramer and some students from his dojo put on a
demonstration of Budo Taijutsu, a martial art which includes
traditional ninja techniques. They began with simple stances and
ukemi and progressed to exotic weapons such as the naginata
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and hand claws, defense against multiple attackers, and
unconventional tactics such as the use of powders to blind an
enemy.

Unlike most Hollywood fight scenes, real martial arts
demonstrations can be difficult for viewers to interpret. The action
can be so quick and subtle that viewers see someone fall down,
but do not understand what happened. To avoid this confusion,
Kramer repeated techniques slowly while explaining how they
worked, so the audience could learn as well as being entertained.

He took questions before, during, and after the demonstrations, and customized his
presentation based on what the audience asked to see.

Inuyasha

Toshifumi Yoshida, producer of English version of Inuyasha,
screened an Inuyasha TV special from Japan that will appear as
2 episodes (147-148) in the U.S. about a year from now. This
special contains the back story of how Kikyo and Inuyasha first
met. Yoshida also showed the third Inuyasha movie, and
answered questions from the crowd.

Cowboys and Samurai

Dr. Antonia Levi, a professor at Portland State University, Ph.D.
in Japanese History, and author of the book Samurai from Outer
Space: Understanding Japanese Animation, gave a presentation
about cowboys and samurai. She related nostalgia for the
Japanese Meiji Era to the nostalgia for the American old West,
and outlined some plot similarities between Westerns and samurai stories. The
audience participated in the discussion, and shared their ideas about Japanese and
American history.

Dr. Levi noted that some Americans formed an initial impression of samurai as noble,
honorable warriors, only to be surprised by some negative "leftist" depictions in later
anime. These stories, such as Princess Mononoke, took the point of view of peasants
who saw the samurai as a sinister, corrupt upper class. Similarly, many early Western
movies concentrated on virtuous "white hat" cowboys who fought "savage" Native
Americans. But over time the emphasis shifted to acknowledge corruption and
decadence.

Dr. Levi will contribute to Mechademia, a new academic journal for anime, manga and
fan arts.
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Cosplay.com Q&A

Cosplay.com started in 2002 with an initial goal of signing up 500
members in the first year. They actually got 10,000 in that period,
with the total close to 40,000 members today. Adella and Kyle
held a Q&A session focused on tips for cosplayers.

Adella advised cosplayers to look better in pictures by wearing
wigs, hosiery, and plenty of makeup. Even fans whose own hair
resembles that of the character will probably be better off with a
wig, because real hair is too thin to look like "anime hair." A test
photo shoot before the convention will reveal how the costume
will look in photos and which poses will work best.

The panel also explained that cosplayers who want to go all out
to win a craftsmanship award can improve their chances by
creating a portfolio that explains the costume. This can include
reference pictures for what the costume is supposed to look like,
together with pictures of the costume's details and descriptions of
how it was constructed. And fans without skill or interest in
making their own costumes can still find something to wear by

commissioning work from other cosplayers.

What makes a costume difficult to construct? According to Adella, tricky factors include
characters with unnatural proportions, costumes with strange shoulders, complicated
accessories, and elements such as antlers. Adella and Kyle were very gracious,
helpful, and willing to share their knowledge with fans. They both also got up early on
Monday morning to go to a panel and explain the judging decisions from Sunday's
cosplay event.

Cosplay Competition

It was obvious from the long line snaking all around the building
that the cosplay competition generated a lot of excitement.
People started lining up more than an hour in advance.

One cosplay group came out in anime costumes, then took the
audience by surprise by stripping down to fig-leafed shorts to do
an imitation of the Yatta! video. For those who had seen the
video this was hilarious, while other fans wondered aloud why
the skit made no sense.

Later a group dressed as the crew from
One Piece performed a musical number
based on the tune "Go Greased Lightning" from Grease. "Luffy"
sang the song and the whole crew danced. This skit won the
award for performance.

Pikmin Link's costume "Link of Toaru Village" won the
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craftsmanship award. One judge said later that the detail on the
costume was amazing, and that it looked like professional-quality
work. Unfortunately, this may not have been as obvious to the
audience, especially those in the back of the hall. The lighting on
stage washed out the understated colors of the costume, so from
a distance it may not have looked as great, but some good
pictures are available on the creator's site.

Many people who walked across the stage to show their costumes moved too quickly,
and did not hold poses long enough to create an opportunity for good photos. Maybe
this was because of nervousness, or maybe they had been told not to take too long,
but cosplayers on stage would be wise to stop and hold one favorite pose for a
minimum of 3-4 seconds (which probably feels like 3-4 minutes on stage in front of a
large crowd). That gives the photographers time to see the pose, realize it looks good,
focus, and shoot.

Other highlights included a funny "year in cosplay" routine, with a
sequence of short skits based on true stories of the difficulties of
costuming, and a "dark secrets" skit in which Mario took off his
overalls and shirt to reveal a schoolgirl uniform underneath.
Some audience members jokingly claimed to have been
"scarred" by seeing this side of Mario.

The comedy group Bakazoku performed for this occasion, as well as at several other
events during the convention, and they kept the audience laughing while the judges
deliberated. Two groups were disqualified for technical rules violations, one for failing
to remain in the Green Room during the required time, and the other for having
"projectiles" in their skit.

Fangs

Have you ever been just about to talk to someone, then suddenly
noticed that they have vampire fangs? I forgot all about what I
was going to ask and reached for a stake, but all I had was a
camera, so I asked to take a picture. Thanks to one booth in the
vendor area, custom realistic fangs were readily available. They
looked very convincing, and brought out the dramatic side of the
women in this picture. I have another great vampire picture of a

different person who asked me not to publish it, so like the crate in the final scene of
Raiders of the Lost Ark, it will have to disappear into storage.
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Closing Thoughts

A father looking for his daughter scanned the crowd outside the
hotel and said, "I see a Sailor Jupiter, but not mine." This quote
stuck in my head, not for the words but the way they were
spoken. The voice was not one of an exasperated parent,
thinking "oh, the kids are into this weird anime stuff, and it's
driving me crazy." Instead, he sounded happy and amused, as if
to say "it's great that so many people share an interest in this."
That sort of feeling summed up the convention for me.

As can be expected with a relatively new convention, there were a few rough edges.
The printed schedules were difficult to interpret, causing some confusion about when
events started, and the cosplay competition failed to introduce the judges. But these
are minor problems that can easily be fixed next year. In general, the convention was a
fantastic event, and seemed to end too soon.

Kumoricon 2005 took place at the Doubletree Hotel in Portland,
and attendance was estimated at 1,750 people. 

Replies: 6 comments

Ok so I live in Portland and am a pretty big fan of making
costumes my self...so why the hell am I always like amonth to
late on these damn conventions. I missed ADELLA and the guy
in the Katamari outfit and EVERYONE!!!! Damn it, Alright well i
guess i better just keep the cosplay in the closet until I find
people or places that dont mind me rolling around my apartment
in a Solid Snake outfit...O well my day will come...soon,

Posted by MajorTom021 @ 10/06/2005 01:50 AM PST

Sorry for, like, posting of topic and stuff, but I'm interested in Japanese symbols and
wondering if anyone knows where I can find a table or chart or something of Japanese
Onomatapia? (Like bang, pow, scratch, etc.) Thanks

Posted by Kman @ 10/26/2005 07:04 PM PST

oooh~

Posted by ai @ 12/06/2005 07:51 PM PST

You need to find room to put InuYahsa on every day and like earlyer and get better pix
of him for google. (Because most of theirs SUCK)

Posted by April @ 12/31/2005 10:29 AM PST

What the............Is she riding a chocobo or a chicken?

http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Kumoricon/KatamariDamacy.JPG
http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Kumoricon/chocobo.JPG
http://www.google.com/maps?q=doubletree+hotel&ll=45.531253,-122.655410&spn=0.065690,0.071918&near=Portland,+OR&cid=45523611,-122675000,2900918134050094753&num=10&start=0&hl=eT
mailto:Vicious021@hotmail.com
mailto:the_kman_100@hotmail.com
http://www.inuyasha159897swebsite.piczo.com/
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Posted by Renaa @ 01/10/2006 06:07 PM PST

its a chocobo^^ shes a moogle riding a chocobo...i was sad when i had to miss
kumoricon 2004...;_; im happy i got to go to 2003 and 05 ...i cant wait for next
year..^^...i caused a bit of ruccus when i fell a sleep in a friends room without telling my
gaurdian..i dont need to worry about that next year...tanks goodness..anyways...nice
job describing the con!^^

Posted by smidgetchan @ 01/28/2006 12:14 AM PST
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Only You
Urusei Yatsura: Movie 1
Based on the manga by Rumiko Takahashi
English version produced by Animeigo

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

I love Lum. It's kinda hard to explain why, though. She's really
sort of a bitch. Well, then again, maybe that's what I like about
her. Lum is the central character of Rumiko Takahashi's first
successful manga series, Urusei Yatsura. The title literally
translates as "The Noisy Aliens." However, since urusei is a

somewhat impolite term, it might capture the feeling of the original better to say the title
is "Shut Up, Aliens!" or "Those Damned, Trouble-Making, Noisy Aliens!"

The beginning of Only You is a perfect introduction to the series. After a flashback, the
story starts with a big pink creature with a beak wearing white cap riding a bicycle
through the air delivering wedding invitations that systematically throw the entire town
into absolute panic. And that's Urusei Yatsura for you in a nutshell. Serene normalcy is
cheerfully interrupted by the intrusion of the inexplicably -- though cutely -- bizarre.

Lum is a big-eyed, green-haired, tiger-striped bikini-wearing, alien princess. As an
unexpected result of an interspecies game of tag played for the survival of Planet
Earth, Lum becomes engaged to Ataru Moroboshi, the most lecherous high-school

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?link_code=ur2&camp=1789&tag=gingermayerso-20&creative=9325&path=ASIN/B0000C2IWW/qid%3D1125950328/sr%3D11-1/ref%3Dsr%5F11%5F1
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?link_code=ur2&camp=1789&tag=gingermayerso-20&creative=9325&path=ASIN/B0000C2IWW/qid%3D1125950328/sr%3D11-1/ref%3Dsr%5F11%5F1
http://www.animeigo.com/Products/UY.t
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rumiko_Takahashi
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B0000C2IWW/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
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student to ever live... at least in the early 1980s. More lecherous high-school students
may have come along by now... although I hope not. Lum winds up living in Ataru's
closet, going to school, and driving most of the boys on her planet and ours mad with
desire, while she remains stubbornly loyal to her "darling," whose lifelong dream is to
have his own harem. Fortunately she has the power to fly and deliver high-voltage
electrical bursts to shock some sense into Ataru's commitment-phobic, girl-crazy little
ass when the situation calls for it. Her alien friends, family, and/or enemies visit and/or
take up residence. Madcap adventures (that make you sound more than a little stoned
when you try to recount them) ensue.

As you can tell, Urusei Yatsura is all about the zany. Although Only You is a cheerful,
slapstick, bikini-clad alien fest, fans of Takahashi's later work may find this movie a
little shallow. Even taking into account the number of Japanese puns and folklore
references that fly straight over the heads of foreign viewers, Urusei Yatsura generally
didn't have the comedic depth or the dramatic range of her later work. Only You
magnifies some of the flaws of the series as it concentrates on getting as many
characters on screen as possible at the cost of plot and character development.
However, it's still a ton of goofy fun as only Rumiko Takahashi can serve up.

Fans of Inuyasha or Ranma 1/2 who have not yet been exposed to Urusei Yatsura
may enjoy seeing how Takahashi has continued to develop themes and characters
across her work. Temperamental and powerful alien princess Lum donates many of
her characteristics to the vain but vulnerable heroes Ranma and Inuyasha. Patient,
though superhumanly strong schoolgirl Shinobu would later move up to star status as
Ranma ½'s Akane and later Inuyasha's Kigome. Although Inuyasha's Miroku is tall and
handsome like Urusei Yatsura's Mendou, he still has many of the avaricious qualities
of the monk Cherry as well as a healthy dose of Ataru's lecherousness.

Because I usually complain about the English language voice actors, I feel I must
mention the enthusiastic work done by Steve Rassin who voices Ataru Moroboshi in
the dubbed version. Ataru is a mercurial character who can switch from a sincere
expression of devotion to utter desperation to maniacal laughter and back within the
same sentence. Rassin does a great job of reproducing the giggles, growls, and
groans that make Ataru sound like Ataru.

Animeigo has once more included the same sort of broad selection of DVD extras that
reduced me to gleeful gushing in my review of Oh My Goddess. As I said in that
review, extras really warm the heart and open the pocketbook of the avid anime
collector. Even if you're already familiar with some of the material covered, liner notes
and other extras allow the fan to spend more time enjoying a show they love.

In addition to the standard image gallery and biography of the English language voice
acting leads, Animeigo has included some interesting extra material. The first item on
the extras menu is an odd choice. It's a compilation of rejected voice actor auditions. I
thought this might be funny, but it's actually a rather long sampling of uninspired,
unsuitable, or downright bad voice acting.

Next is a "Behind the Scenes" featurette. This collection of scenes presents taped
footage of each of the voice actors at work creating his or her portion the soundtrack
for the English dub of the movie. To be honest, it's not the most exciting stuff in the
world. However for hard-core fans, it's a very interesting (and very, very, very long)
look backstage at the demanding work performed by voiceover actors.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B0000C2IWW/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B0000C2IWW/ref=nosim/gingermayerso-20
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The most useful item for me was the collection of character biographies. Only You
features cameo appearances from all the major characters in the series along with a
new collection of personages from the Planet Elle created just for this movie. The
twenty-three (yes, I said twenty-three) bios collected in this grid may therefore serve
as a very necessary reference guide and refresher course for even long-time fans of
the series.

Once again as it did for Oh My Goddess, my little fannish heart warmed at the sight of
the tri-folded liner notes inside the front cover of this DVD. The viewer is provided with
background on the series and a quick lesson in Japanese forms of address. The most
interesting part for me was the explanations of some real "stumpers" -- popular culture
references and puns that make no sense to the non-resident of Japan in the early
1980's. The English dub of the movie displays abbreviated forms of these explanations
in the form of subtitles. I heartily approve of this type of footnoting. The notes are few
and far enough apart in the movie to avoid being intrusive. Between the liner notes and
the judicious use of subtitled footnotes, Animeigo did a good job of smoothing over all
the "What in the bikini-clad heck was that?" moments for me. Makes me feel sorry for
the poor schmo who's out there trying to footnote "The Simpsons" or "The Family Guy"
for East Asia, though...

In short, this is a fun piece of anime history that every aficionado of the genre will
enjoy. Although the graphics are very 1980 un-computer enhanced plain, the content
is 1980 retro good. Animeigo has put together a fan-friendly package that will deliver
your much-needed alien-girls-in-bikinis fix in style.
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Oh My Goddess! Volume 1
Based on the manga by Kousuke Fujishima
English version produced by Animeigo

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

I could say that I find the Oh My Goddess series fascinating
because of the creative mixing of Norse mythology and modern
technology, or that I am interested in the way that the theme of
renewal is integrated as a vital component of the plot's theme of
romance, or that I appreciate the fact that positive values such as

humility and generosity are consistently valorized and rewarded. However the truth is
that this show appeals to the squealing girly-girl within me that years of reading and
teaching Feminist Theory just can't kill. Oh My Goddess is a sweet, funny, kooky
Science Fiction/Romance about big-eyed boys and girls with great hair and beautiful
costumes. It's a cute show... or as the Japanese would say "kawaii". Be warned,
cynics. Oh My Goddess is totally kawaii. Ka-wa-frigging-ii.

The 1993 series chronicles the adventures of Keiichi Morisato, a humble freshman at
the Nekomi Institute of Technology who, in stereotypical nerd fashion, has trouble
meeting girls. While attempting to order take-out, he accidentally contacts the Relief
Goddess Office. When Relief Goddess Belldandy unexpectedly pops in to grant him a
wish, he very understandably, if not very sensibly wishes that she would become his
girlfriend for life. She agrees and madcap adventure ensues.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?link_code=ur2&camp=1789&tag=gingermayerso-20&creative=9325&path=tg/detail/-/B00005LB8E/qid=1125950535/sr=1-2/ref=sr_1_2?v=glance%26s=dvd
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Through plot complications that occur in the episodes included in this collection, Keiichi
and Belldandy set up housekeeping in a restored temple and are joined by Keiichi's
little sister and Belldandy's sisters, the goddesses Urd and Skuld. Belldandy, Urd, and
Skuld are based on Verthandi, Urth, and Skold, the Norse equivalent of the Fates of
Greek mythology. In Norse myth, Verthandi, Urth, and Skold tend to Yggdrasil, the tree
of Life. In Oh My Goddess, Belldandy, Urd, and Skuld are system manager,
programmer, and debugger for Yggdrasil, the super computer who controls reality.

I've got to stop here and say that I just have to officially give the Japanese the
International Peanut Butter and Banana Sandwich Award for Creativity Above and
Beyond the Call of Duty in Mixing Weird Crap Together in an Entertaining Way. I tell
ya, pal, there's nothing that can peel away the jaded veneer lacquered onto the
average U.S. viewer from trying to watch television seasons packed with minor
variations of what boils down to be the same damned reality show over and over again
-- that is itself actually a low-budget remake of gameshows from the 1970's -- like
watching an action adventure cartoon based on characters from esoteric Buddhism or
a romantic Science Fiction comedy starring Norse Goddess who are also IT
professionals.

Just needed to get that off my chest.

The cherry on top of this ice cream sundae of kooky anime goodness is that the hard-
working people at Animeigo have packed this little box with extras. Real extras. Not
just four different categories of language choices. Not an image gallery that features
only the DVD's cover art. Real extras. Well, okay, they're a little odd, but they're extras.
I'll discuss them in ascending order of DVD yummy-ness.

First up, in the two oddest choices, Animeigo offers hard to please viewers the chance
to dub their own version of Oh My Goddess. This version includes incidental music and
sound effects unencumbered by any dialogue or subtitles. Next, viewers who prefer to
read their cartoons may choose the "Silent Movie" mode, which includes music,
effects, and subtitles, but leaves out all that pesky voice acting.

Next we have commentary. I don't think I've ever seen a commentary track option
included on an anime DVD. Like all avid collectors of DVDs, I love commentary. The
promise of a good commentary track can be a primary factor that motivates me to buy
rather than rent a DVD. Like all collectors, I revel in having insider information that will
increase my understanding and appreciation of a film. As you may be able to tell, I got
so excited about the commentary track just being there at first it didn't matter to me
whether it was good or bad. The commentary on these three episodes of Oh My
Goddess is from the English language actors who voice several of the main characters
and Voice Director Scott Houle. It's okay. Sometimes the actors' comments are cute
and funny. Sometimes they're just giggling about the show or things that happened
during taping that they can't or don't explain. I was amused to note that Juliet Cesario,
the actress who voices Belldandy, seems to share her character's Pollyanna outlook.
Every few minutes she points out a scene, line, costume, or image that is her "very
favorite." Whenever one of the other voice actors is mentioned, she seldom fails to
comment that he or she is "great" or "the best." It's a little like what commentary from
Belldandy herself would be.... Just too damned kawaii for words...

As is the case with much of the commentary by actors created for non-anime DVDs, I
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think the producers need to "prime the pump" a little more to insure a better quality
product. Actors need to be provided with more points of interest about the film, its
themes, and production that they can fall back on when they run out of things to say.
They should also be coached to avoid the trap of getting caught up in watching and
critiquing their own performance. For example, one of the actresses doing commentary
for one episode of Oh My Goddess compulsively redelivered many of her lines either
slightly before or slightly after her onscreen character spoke. That's not commentary.
That's an echo.

The real prize for me was the liner notes. Inside the front cover of the DVD you get a
5"X7" sheet of folded cardboard that contains gems such as an explanation of the
series' title in Japanese and the English translation, information on the connection
between the goddesses and Norse mythology, a discussion on Romanizing Japanese
names, and lyrics to the opening and closing songs. I even learned something. I was
familiar with the little cartoons called "eyecatches" that the Japanese use to go into and
come back from commercial breaks. What I did not know was that these chiba skits
had become so popular that anime producers frequently include them in OAVs that do
not run commercials. Interesting. Not exactly earth shattering, but interesting. Like the
commentary option, the liner notes extended the time I could spend enjoying this DVD
and enhanced my appreciation of what I was watching.

In summary, I must recommend this sweet little anime confection as a worthy addition
to the shelf of any anime fan. Furthermore, I give a tip of my metaphorical reviewing
cap to Animeigo for including so many bonus features directed to creating a more
satisfying viewing experience for the novice as well as for the collector. And while I'm in
the giving mood, a final shout out to the Japanese. Keep on being the goofy,
unpredictable cement mixers of cultural myth and iconography that you are, dudes.
Save me from yet another season of Celebrity Deathmatch of the Extreme American
Makeover Idol Bachelorette Survivors!
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The Gimoles, vol. 1
By Mike Bullock and Theo Bain
Published by Alias Comics

Review by Kathryn L. Ramage

Gimoles, noun, (gim’moles) 1) Tiny green elves responsible for
creating the season of spring.

The above definition, taken from the title page of this new
children’s comic, neatly describes the featured characters. The
Gimoles live underground during the winter, keeping busy with
embroidering the leaves and painting the flowers to bring their

handiwork out in spring. This has been their job since time immemorial, until one year,
when a terrible thing happens.

Ichabod Cornelius Frost, the master of winter and villain of this story, has kidnapped
Mr. Groundhog -- whose appearance on February 2nd, as we all know, presages the
coming of spring, and therefore sets the Gimoles’ work schedule for the next six
weeks. Without Mr. Groundhog’s appearance on Groundhog Day, it seems there can
be no spring at all, which is just as Frost wants it. As Frost himself says (and he
actually lets out one or two MWA-HA-HAs of evil laughter as he explains his fiendish
plan): "There’ll be no more Groundhog Day... There’ll be no more Summer Solstice...
In fact, from now on... there won’t be anything but frost!"

http://www.runemasterstudios.com/gimoles1preview.php
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This interruption of the regular cycle of seasons will throw off the delicate balance of
nature, and someone must put a stop to it. The only way to do this is to go to Frost’s
palace at the foot of Mount Winter, turn off his ice machines, and rescue Mr.
Groundhog. Two young Gimoles volunteer for this daunting task: the brash and
adventurous Limmy and his sister Nina. As the first issue ends, Nina has already
broken her arm, leaving Limmy to get past the ice trolls that guard Frost’s palace and
go inside by himself.

It’s difficult to assess a comic from its first issue alone, but the story so far seems
charming, and the mythology of the seasons -- as we glimpse it briefly when the
Seasonal Council meets -- is interesting: in addition to the villainous Frost, there is a
fiery red master of summer, and the rather withered-looking Niffles, who manage the
creation of each year autumn just as the Gimoles create spring.

(Not a clue how you get this comic. It's published by Alias, but doesn't appear on their
website. Nor is it easily found in the Runemaster store [at least it eluded this editor].
Best bet is to contact Runemaster Studios and inquire. ED)

Replies: 1 Comment

I think any comic where the brother and sister team are the good guys is a winner.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 09/04/2005 01:11 PM PST
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Scrapped Princess Vol. 1
Story: Ichiro Sakaki
Art: Go Yabuki
Character plan: Yukinobu Azumi
Translation: Alethea Nibley
English Adaptation: Liesl M. Bradner
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

Ah, oracles. Their prophecies about children so often involve
extreme events like saving the world or destroying it. They rarely
reveal destinies like becoming a good cook or finding a puppy,

although that might be nice for a change now and then. Oracles like the one at the
beginning of this story tend to stick with tradition, and so this one predicts that the
Scrapped Princess will become "the poison that destroys this world" unless she is
killed. The Royal Knight Recita gets assigned to perform the assassination, and she
rides out in search of the princess, but winds up befriending her and her siblings
before she realizes who they are. Thus begins the first of many ethical dilemmas in the
story: can Recita kill these people now that they are her friends?

This manga contains some untranslated Japanese terms of address, which can make
the dialogue tricky to follow. Shannon is the older brother of Pacifica, the Scrapped
Princess of the title. So she calls him onii-san (elder brother), onii-chan (a less formal
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form), or Shannon-nii.

Since Shannon only has one younger sibling, whenever someone says Shannon-nii it
must be Pacifica speaking. This helps make sense of one page where some text
appears in the wrong word balloons. There is an exchange where the word balloon
near Pacifica says "What are you mumbling about? Did you hit your head on
something?" Then the word balloon pointing at Shannon says, "Shut up, Shannon-nii."
Obviously these two pieces of text should be swapped, since Shannon would not tell
himself to shut up, or refer to himself as his own older brother.

The magician Raquel is the older sister to both Pacifica and Shannon, so they call her
onee-san (elder sister), onee-chan (a less formal form) or Raquel-nee. Recita's
younger brother also calls her onee-chan in a flashback. The bodyguard Kuphir calls
Pacifica ojou-chan (Miss, or young lady), and she teasingly calls him otchan (old man),
though these two terms are footnoted with translations.

While it does add interest and flavor to keep some of these terms untranslated, and
most hard-core manga fans will understand them, a Volume 1 ought to provide
definitions for all of the Japanese words in an appendix or footnotes. (A guide to simple
Japanese words is also available online.

Scrapped Princess qualifies as a guilty-pleasure melodrama. Both Recita and Kuphir
have similar back stories involving the loss of loved ones. Pacifica has a heartrending
scene with a cat. Kuphir has Wolverine-like claws and a tough-guy attitude. In short,
many things in the story seem a little too obvious, easy, and commonplace. But in spite
of that, I still like it. It works because it taps into some powerful, instinctive human
desires: the urge to protect one's own family and friends, and the need to act with
honor.
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My favorite Goth perfumers - Black Phoenix Alchemy Lab - perfume review.

What they say about it:

AVE MARIA GRATIA PLENA (Love Potions)
A pale, delicate, truly angelic blend. A scent created to emulate Adonis' halo of beauty:
fragile, distant, and radiant. Rosewood with Sicilian lemon peel, red Mysore
sandalwood, pale musks, sweet mountain sage and a dusting of lily, night-blooming
jasmine and orris.

What I thought:

This is the best perfume so far. Good rose tone and everything else smells simply
divine on me. I don't know how they blended this, but however they did, they did it
right, if not more so. This scent would wear well in an office or for going out in the
evening. Highly recommended.
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Rurouni Kenshin Vol. 15
by Nobuhiro Watsuki
English Adaptation by Gerard Jones
Translation by Kenichiro Yagi
Published by VIZ Media

Review by Tom Good

A book made almost entirely of fight scenes risks falling into a
boring, repetitive rhythm, but this volume of Rurouni Kenshin
sidesteps that problem by bringing out a great mixture of
characters, weapons, and styles of combat. Kenshin's friend
Myojin Yahiko does battle with the freakish Henya, a skeletally
thin man who throws sticks of dynamite, and with each explosion

he soars into the air using wings strapped to his back. The art in this sequence
emphasizes sharp angles and brute force. Then when pretty Kaoru and Misao take on
the effeminate young man called Kamatari "The Scythe," the fight seems more
elegant. The weapons move in graceful arcs, especially the swirling chain attached to
Kamatari's scythe.

Things change yet again when Kenshin's teacher Hiko Seijuro faces the monstrous
giant "Fuji." Against this immense opponent, Hiko uses a combination of
swordsmanship and psychological manipulation. And finally, in a battle that hinges on
speed, Kenshin faces Seta Sojiro. Sojiro's blindingly fast footwork seems to give him
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the advantage, but of course Kenshin is not about to give up.

So this book demonstrates how an artist can line up a series of battles one after
another, but make them all feel completely different. Rurouni Kenshin is a clever,
consistently good action series. Newcomers to the series should probably start off with
an earlier book, because this one has little plot or explanation, but otherwise this is well
done.
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Bizenghast, vol. 1
By M. Alice LeGrow
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Kathryn Ramage

This gothic-horror fairytale in manga form tells the tales of a
teenaged girl named Dinah, who has been orphaned and sent to
live with her aunt in the small town of Bizenghast, Massachusetts
-- a ghost town in more ways than one. Not only is Bizenghast
abandoned and falling into decay, but it is haunted to the rafters
with ghosts that only Dinah can see. Her aunt thinks the girl is
seriously disturbed.

With the help of her friend Vincent, Dinah escapes her aunt’s house one evening, and
the two young people stumble upon a lost graveyard and towering mausoleum in the
woods. (Newspaper clippings between the story chapters helpfully inform readers that
"a large number of death certificates officiated in the town between 1701 and 1950 do
not match up to any of the plots in the residential graveyard.") While exploring the
mausoleum, Dinah discovers a key and a plaque, which opens to reveal a contract that
reads:

"The undersigned does hereby agree to be owned body and soul until such
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time as this mausoleum’s vaults are emptied of captive spirits or by the
undersigned’s sudden death, whichever comes first."

Her name is already at the bottom.

And then a giant half-spider woman appears and says, "Hello, Dinah. We’ve been
waiting for you..."

What follows is a series of vignettes of Dinah’s service to the spider-woman, whose
name is Bali-Lali: Dinah must free all the spirits in the tombs beneath the graveyard.
Clues on each grave-marker lead Dinah and Vincent to travel back into the past, to the
time of that person’s death, so that they can solve the riddle and lay that spirit to rest.
Dinah must sneak out every night to go to the graveyard and free one spirit, and all the
while, Dinah’s aunt grows more concerned about her behavior and is making plans to
have the girl committed to a sanitarium.

Oh, and if Dinah fails, she will become a "cleaner," a sort of living corpse under Bali-
Lali’s command at the mausoleum, as all of her predecessors have become.

The chapters concerning the freeing of spirits in this first volume are short; each puzzle
is introduced and solved within a few pages, but the story as a whole is involving and
features some haunting (if you’ll pardon the pun) imagery, sometimes rather lovely --
like the prince waltzing in a ballroom full of life-size, mechanical wind-up dolls -- and
sometimes extremely creepy or even grisly. And this first set of tales is only the
beginning Dinah’s and Vincent’s adventures.
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An Interview with Rue Harrison, creator or Indigo Animal

The following is the transcript of a conversation which took place
at The Berkeley Art Center January 26, 2005. The topic of
conversation was "Art and the Unconscious." Rue Harrison, an
artist as well as a practicing psychotherapist, reflected about her
own experience with the appearance of the dark and mysterious
animal figure which first appeared in her paintings fifteen years
ago eventually evolving into the ongoing cartoon narrative "Indigo
Animal." This interview originally appeared in the journal Works +
Conversations, which, in many ways, has been and continues to
be an inspiration for the J LHLS. The editors wish to express our
deepest gratitude for permission to reprint it here.

Richard Whittaker: How shall we begin with this big subject?

Rue Harrison: My intention is to explore some questions I have which relate to the
topic. I've been working as an artist all my adult life, but for the last 15 years, I've been
working with a narrative which has yielded a lot for me, and I can think about it in two
ways: from the standpoint of art or from the standpoint of psychology. I've become
interested in it both ways. In general, the idea is that the unconscious is the part of us
which remains hidden. It emerges sometimes in images and dreams, and these can
become an important part of art making.
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RW: Do you really think the uncovering of these hidden parts of ourselves could be a
transforming process?

RH: Yes, and I feel that I can attest to that personally. Engaging in an artistic process
can lead one to places that you would never know were possible in terms of putting
oneself back together.

When I was in my twenties, I would let myself go and when an image came up, I'd
paint it. I'd have a piece of paper and ideas would come to me, and I'd react to those
and try to depict them. Draftsmanship wasn't my main interest; I was mostly interested
in color, but when the painting would be finished and I'd look at it maybe a week later,
or a month later, I'd see something revealed about things that were going on in my life
at that time I'd painted it. Relationships, childhood memories; these things would be
there, but when I did the painting, I would not be at all aware of that. I'd just be making
the painting. After awhile, I started to look forward to that time a week later when I
would go to the painting and suddenly it was showing me something very graphically.

RW: You mention childhood memories. Do you think these are an important aspect for
you in your art making?

RH: Well, for one thing, some of my most vibrant memories go back to first and
second grade, the experience of getting that clean sheet of paper and the crayons, and
realizing that I could make a world.

Looking back, I realize that was a special gift. But life intervened and I lost that direct
relationship with visual arts for some time. I did a lot of writing, but it wasn't until I got to
college that I got into taking art classes again, and once again, it felt like a very
important aspect of my life. There was this similar kind of quickening; this excitement of
being in contact with something that is really alive, which is what I think calls artists to
continue this kind of exploration.

RW: Among your various university degrees, I know you got an MA in visual arts from
San Francisco State, but it wasn't until many years later that Indigo Animal first
appeared in your paintings. Could we jump forward to the appearance of this figure in
your paintings?

RH: Here's the first painting. At that time, I was often painting
landscapes of the neighborhood, but I would let other things
come into the paintings, too. Here, this animal figure appeared in
the landscape. I let that figure come in. That's the first one [see
cover image].

RW: And there's that little figure in the middle of the painting, too.
Can you say a little about that?

RH: It literally looks like a shadow figure. This painting actually reminds me of a
Jungian psychoanalyst I've been reading, Donald Kalsched. Let me read a quote from
his book, "The Inner World of Trauma" -- "In dreams the regressed part of the
personality is usually represented as a vulnerable young innocent child or animal-self
who remains shamefully hidden. Occasionally it appears as a special animal. Whatever
its particular incarnation, this innocent remainder of the whole self seems to represent
a core of the individual's imperishable personal spirit, what the ancient Egyptians called
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the Ba-Soul."

I relate to that with regard to Indigo Animal because its emergence wasn't so easy. It
felt like such a simple little figure, but to have it come out and appear in a painting like
this was kind of a risk. The figure had to remain hidden for awhile in these paintings.
As far as the little shadow figure goes, I remember when I painted it that it had a lot of
energy, and there was a sense of going up into an unknown space that was kind of
thrilling. The animal figure looks sort of dreamy and completely unknown, while that
little figure has the quality of being almost dangerous. So there is this separation
between these two qualities in this painting.

Something else that comes in here is the feeling of having to be successful and well-
known. You can get very critical of yourself for not being more successful. I was
certainly prey to this, and at this point in my painting, I was somewhat despondent.

RW: Can you say more about the risk of having the animal figure appear?

RH: It's hard to describe some of these things. Having the animal appear was fun, but
I was feeling some lack of confidence at the time and I guess in saying it felt risky, I
was trying to give some context around this painting, for instance.

RW: Now here's the second appearance of this animal figure.

RH: Yes. I got interested in this creature, and then did this one a
few paintings after that first one. Suddenly the animal here is
very resolute. It seems like it really wants to emerge at this point.
It has a strong, stubborn spirit which was very meaningful to me
when I painted it.

RW: The stairway is much clearer and the figure seems more intent on climbing those
stairs.

RH: The animal also has eyes in this painting which later disappear. It seems that both
figures in the preceding painting are now merged into this one image. This is the full
emergence of the creature which became a very important vehicle for me.

RW: There was another painting which hasn't survived, in which the animal was facing
sort of a Greek portico of columns. Do you have any thoughts about that painting?

RH: I remember I was pushing myself to go beyond a limit, and I met with some
disappointment with myself. It was another aspect of being very critical with myself, so
I painted over it. There were a few others that haven't survived either.

RW: Eventually you began doing drawings which led to the cartoon narrative. Would
you tell us about that?

RH: It happened very quickly. I had a job as a graphic designer at the time, and it
wasn't really what I wanted to be doing. I was riding the bus, facing another day going
to work, when some words started coming to me. When I got to work, I wrote them
down as best I could.

Then over the next few weeks, I started to draw this cartoon. I was immediately much
more engaged by having words with the images than I had been by just doing
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paintings. I felt much more free and happy.

RW: It was on the bus that the name "Indigo Animal" came to you?

RH: Yes, along with the first ideas for drawings and words. That first strip had seven
drawings. After a little editing it went: "Indigo's feelings are inchoate, impossible to
understand, formless. Indigo Animal's thoughts, like shards of lights, briefly illuminate
the uncharted inner landscape, only to disappear again for unaccountable reasons.
Indigo Animal trudges onward struggling to connect words to images, but more often
than not, failing to do so."

RW: It's like a literal account of the beginning of the process of the unconscious
coming to light.

RH: In a way, that moment is the most precious moment. It's a question of what
happens after that. Yes, it's a powerful moment. It was very exciting that something
unknown was emerging. When I started to work with this cartoon, it was so engaging
for me that it didn't really matter what other people thought about it, so it released a
sense of play in my work.

I guess I'd been so critical with myself that I'd always been somewhat inhibited in my
art expression. This really released something for me. And also, as a therapist, this is a
really interesting process. For Indigo Animal to enter the world and start walking down
these streets was, for me at least, a momentous event.

RW: A new space opened up, an inner space.

RH: Yes. It always felt very alive. It began to give me a place to let out this part that
had always been the most hidden part. The magazine [The Secret Alameda]
(precursor to Works + Conversations. ED) allowed me to get it out into the world and
to begin to get a little feedback, which was also very important to this process.

RW: Can we look at some of the first drawings? I know we've got some right here.

RH: This one is one of the first. This was really fun to do. It was
kind of letting the animal out, and since it was now in a narrative,
there was an excuse to keep drawing it. So the animal is out
walking through the neighborhood and you can see that the
animal looks a little uncomfortable. Also the trees and the
shadows are a little bit scary and forbidding.

Question [audience]: Does the animal have a gender?

RH: Well, I struggled with that. In the early ones, it was a she.
Then I started to like the idea of Indigo Animal's gender being
ambiguous. I've tried to write it so it's not clear what Indigo's
gender is. I also think I'm influenced-for instance, if I'm talking
with men, it becomes a "he" [laughs].

Question: Do you feel a connection with Chagall? I ask because of the dream-like
dissociation of some of your images.

RH: I think what you're seeing is one the reasons I went toward the story in a cartoon
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format. I felt totally free in this cartoon narrative. It was freeing because it's not so
serious, as I said.

Let me read another quote here. Shaun Mcniff, who's an art therapist, says in his book,
"Art as Medicine" -- "The commercial art world is allied with a particular set of
economic values, and we make an error when we perceive this context to be the
exclusive, or the highest, realm of art."

That speaks to something I found it very difficult not to feel hampered by. The market
side of art, art as a commodity, kind of rules the experience of many artists. I think
every artist has to learn to be able to exist outside of that world in order to be able to
continue.

Those artists who are able to make it in this commodity atmosphere usually do have
strong egos, but a lot of artists have been through some sort of a loss or early difficulty.
People, like me, who are in that camp, have to deal with this self-critical part of
themselves.

So it's a vehicle for growth, but in the context of the art world, people can be dissuaded
and can give up on a process that eventually can be very healing.

RW: You touch on something very significant there, but maybe we should get back to
how Indigo Animal developed.

RH: Yes. So here is Indigo Animal trudging onward, and here are just a couple more
images from that first strip. The animal starts to walk around in this gray world, and
here something finally connects [drawing of Indigo colliding with a
tree -- audience laughs]

From there, there were a number of cartoon strips which show, I
think, a kind of psychological development that was going on.
Now there's another part of this which I wanted to bring up, the
idea of imaginary worlds. This is something I don't have any
resolved feeling about yet, and this narrative definitely becomes
for me, a kind of imaginary world. I think a lot of people have
various kinds of imaginary worlds, and that points to the edge of
what I'm trying to understand about my work, and also about
anyone who creates an imaginary world. At what point is such a world cutting you off
from a relationship to the outer world?

Imaginary worlds, as an inner process, stand sort of mid-way between being really
split-off and dissociated, and starting to gather oneself together through an artistic
process. Everyone experiences dissociation, but this is something people who have
been traumatized use much more than others.

So if you create an imaginary world, you are giving your inner world shape, and you're
focusing on it in a way that potentially can lead away from dissociation, but that's
unclear. You can't say a hundred percent that it's a positive thing. Sometimes people
get stuck in their imaginary worlds.

RW: Perhaps you could argue that art making itself, this involvement in a private,
personal world, is a form of dissociation.
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RH: I think that's a really important question. I want to read another quote from Donald
Kalsched. He asks "through what process of normal development is the world of
transpersonal, numinous experience linked up in a dialectical relationship with
mundane reality so that life becomes truly meaningful, vital and alive?"

If you think of the artist in his or her studio working, you could say that the artist is not
just in a fantasy world; the artist is actually putting work into mundane reality, also. One
thing that often happens is that what the artist makes doesn't exactly correspond to
what the fantasy is. So that's one way the artist is brought into contact with mundane
reality. There's some kind of relationship with what has actually been made.

It seems like that link to a dialectical relationship-self, other-is essential for growth. It
can happen that way, or it can happen if a patient brings his or her dreams and works
with a therapist. And for the artist, there are all the interpersonal challenges which are
part of the problem of getting the work into the world.

So some kind of connection has to happen. A deepening has to be going on extending
into the body and feelings in order, ultimately, for an experience of grounding to take
place. Then growth might occur. So how does that happen exactly? All of this remains
a question.

RW: What about the "numinous experience" in your quote, and also the reference to
"normal development." How do you see that?

RH: Well, in terms of transpersonal, numinous experience, I think that people who
create imaginary worlds -- which is more where I am involved -- that it allows for these
archetypes to appear. I mean, they appear in dreams, or they can appear in art work.

Art making can create this play space that I was talking about and that enables these
things to enter, representations of something larger which Jung called, "the Self."
Maybe this is represented by archetypes. It brings with it a sense of meaning and
connection with something larger than oneself. This doesn't have much to do with
one's own personality. It's something deeper. That's what I think of with this phrase
"transpersonal numinous experience."

Then with regard to normal development, I'm not really sure what Kalsched means by
that. But maybe he's saying that things develop normally if they are connected to
mundane reality. If you remain in a world of transpersonal, numinous experience and
never find a way to let it stream into your mundane existence in one way or another, it
may not be helpful. But this process is more mysterious than we know.

Margaret Lowenfeld, a social worker, who was in charge of a home for WW1 orphans
was the first person to make a study of what later become known as "sand-tray
therapy." The orphans were given a sand box and all kinds of toy figures to play with-
horses, cows, houses, fences, and so on. Day after day the children played creating
"worlds" in the sand. At first their worlds expressed their fears and distress, the chaos
they'd been through. But without any interventions from Lowenfeld, eventually most of
the children began creating more orderly wholesome worlds, and they began to re-
engage with life.

However, what happens with people who have serious pathologies, is that their inner
magical world starts to develop scary characters. You don't want the inner world to get

http://www.lowenfeld.org/Lowenfeld/
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so cut off that it's peopled by demons. Jung tries to express idea through the
alchemical term the lesser conjunctio. That's when a connection is made, but it's not
this connection to mundane reality.

RW: I'm not sure I follow that.

RH: The lesser conjunctio is more like an addictive process where two things connect,
but in a way that doesn't lead toward growth. There's no grounding physical reality.

RW: An obsessive connection? Something that sort of spins off in some kind of
cocoon?

RH: I think so. I think that's why it's hard to talk about these ideas. You know, people
having imaginary worlds is somehow equated with being mentally ill. Do you know that
bumper sticker? "I do whatever my Rice Crispies tell me to do." So I think that's why
Jung talked about the greater conjunctio which is something that can really move
towards growth, and the lesser conjunctio, where something never breaks through to a
connection with reality.

That's why, in a way, art process has such potential value. There is such difference
between someone living in a fantasy world-not separated from it, who thinks it's real-
and somebody who is taking that fantasy world and is writing about it, painting it, taking
it out and looking at it. Then there's a space that appears. That is the beginning of this
greater conjunctio starting to take place. Shaun Mcniff says the art process in itself can
be the teacher.

RW: Well, let's return to Indigo Animal which has led to these real
connections with mundane life.

RH: Yes, and basically the story of Indigo Animal is kind of like
moving from a place of less confidence, of having weak spots in
one's psyche, to having them begin to get filled up.

RW: Say more about that, and how the narrative has
progressed.

RH: Well Indigo Animal watched too much television, but sort of knew that there was a
world out there. Indigo had an interest in beauty, but "Indigo lacks purpose."

In one of the strips, the TV is stolen and Indigo has to deal with
this, and goes through a long period of depression. But at a
certain point, Indigo experiences a minor state of enlightenment.
This is the moment when the theme song from "Jeopardy" finally
stops playing in Indigo's head. [laughter]

With the TV gone, Indigo does a lot more walking around and
becomes even more interested in lawn statuary, because there's a lot in the
neighborhood. That leads to some reading and eventually to a study of the "ancient
laws of proportion."

Anyway, as the narrative continues, Indigo is able to rally some inner resources and
slowly begins to undergo a transformation.
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RW: There's a drawing we don't have with us, but while studying the ancient laws of
proportion, Indigo Animal took some careful measurements and found that its own
proportions perfectly corresponded to these ancient laws of proportion. [laughter from
audience]

RH: It was a win-win.

RW: Maybe there's something you'd like to speak to that hasn't yet come up.

RH: I'd like to read this one short quote: "How is the magical world of childhood
retained into adulthood?" Maybe we don't have to try to answer that one. Maybe we
can just let it sit there.

And I'd like to show these last few pictures. Here Indigo Animal discovers The Lawn
Statuary Research Institute. This is the where Indigo is going at the end of the first
book.

Beyond that, other characters appear. These two, I didn't realize until a couple of days
ago, are kind of like parent figures. This is a marmot, Dame Eleanor, and this is
Orange Bearcat. They are power-possessing beings is this new world that Indigo
Animal enters. Orange Bearcat is the director of the institute. So this is a work in
progress.

RW: Dame Eleanor, before she came to LSRI, was the "Fountain Restorer to the
Queen of England." [to the audience] I thought you all would like to know that.
[laughter] But maybe we could open it up for questions now.

Question: I'm a therapist and an artist, and I have the kind of training that you do.
The most healing experiences in my own life have been involved with art or meditation,
not with talk therapy. I've struggled throughout my long career to bring art into the
therapy process, and I see a parallel between what you're talking about in the art world
and how it is in the therapy world.

I was raised to think my work would find its way into galleries in New York and the
Museum of Modern Art. By the time I was thirty, I could see that wasn't going to
happen. In the psychological community, psychoanalytic therapy "is real," like a
museum show, while a degree in art therapy is seen as sort of flaky-unless perhaps it's
adjunct to a medical setting. So there's the same kind of messages going on which
alienate me from what I know deeply to be healing. It's telling you that there isn't
something "kosher" about it, just as there might not be something "kosher" about your
wonderful painting in the high art world. I'm saying I see a parallel there.

RH: That is so helpful, because these things, they're very oppressive, and they're not
usually seen. They're unconscious, the ways things are separated out that stop one
from acting. I think it's something that has to get lived out. Doing this talk is a way of
making it more evident to me, for instance, where limitations are being put that don't
need to be there.

Question: There's this one quote you handed out from Prinzhorn, a surrealist, "When
the soul is depressed, isolated, mad and distraught artistic images appear." I was
thinking about how the TV disappears and Indigo is depressed, and there's the Void,
and then some enlightenment follows. Do you think depression is inherent in the
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creative state?

RH: I don't think it always is. That quote interested me because something came to me
out of the blue when I was on that bus, and I really felt rather lost at the time.
Something just came in, but I'm sure one can be too depressed. I'm not quite sure
what's really required to have that experience, but certainly in some essential way,
Surrealism itself grew out of the tremendous pain of World War I.

Question: My wife is an art-therapist and has seen kids emerge out of depression by
putting this stuff on paper.

RW: In the art world, the high art world, the idea of art making being a therapeutic
activity for artists is not, it seems to me, an honored concept. In fact sometimes this
aspect of art making is even regarded with contempt. I think it's unfortunate because,
in the history of mankind, as far as we can tell, one of the central uses and benefits of
art has always been for healing.

Question: Indigo appeared in a very ordinary setting, and was very mysterious.
That's his appeal. That seems to parallel what you were describing, that something
was arising in this setting where everything was too conscious and laden with
intentionality-graphic design.

RH: Absolutely. It's something that couldn't be fitted into any category. And it's still
true, because I don't really know what kind of animal it is.

Indigo Animal books can be ordered like this: "Indigo Animal" is $9.95 and "Indigo
Animal and the Lawn Statuary Research Institute" is $12.95. Add 8.25% sales tax for
delivery in California (so that would be $10.78 and $14.02 respectively, Californians).
Priority Mail rate is $3.85 for up to three books; Book Rate is $1.50 for the first book
and 50 cents for each additional; First Class is $3.00 per book. Make checks payable
to Rue Harrison Whittaker and mail to Porch Lion Press, PO Box 5008, Berkeley
CA 94705. For more information, contact the publisher at
publisher@IndigoAnimal.com or call works + conversations at 510-653-1146.
And, yes, you can contact them through J LHLS if you are so inclined. We're always
happy to forward emails.
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Hikaru no Go, Vol. 4
By Yumi Hotta & Takeshi Obata
Translation and English adaptation by Andy Nakatani
Published by VIZ Media

Review by Tom Good

Years ago, when I first started getting interested in manga, I
immediately noticed the huge variety of subjects addressed in
manga stories. I was accustomed to reading American comics
about superheroes. But I discovered manga stories with topics
like golf, professional wrestling, or becoming a sushi chef, and I
wondered if anything like that could ever appear in America. I
would not have expected to one day see an English translation of
Hikaru no Go for sale, because it revolves around the game of

Go, a game much more popular in Asia than in English-speaking countries.

But this manga steers clear of technical Go strategy, instead delivering a character-
driven story about the spirit of competition and the quest for excellence. So even
readers who have never played a game of Go will still enjoy the book. The main
character, Hikaru Shindo, plays for his middle school's Go club. After an encounter
with a haunted Go board, he joins mentally with the spirit Fujiwara-no-Sai, the ghost of
a dead Go master. Sai just wants to play the game again through Hikaru, but Hikaru
knows other players will suspect him if he suddenly starts playing at such a high level.
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Also, Hikaru wants to achieve success at Go by becoming a good player himself, not
merely through paranormal "cheating."

In this volume, while on an trip to watch a professional match with his schoolmate
Kimihiro, Hikaru discovers the world of Internet Go, logs in as "Sai" and lets the ghost
fully control the play. This sends the regular online players into a frenzy of speculation
about the identity of this powerful newcomer who can play at the level of the pros.
Everyone wants to play against Sai, including Hikaru's rival Akira Toya, a student who
is ready to take the professional test.

Artistically, though nothing about Hikaru no Go stands out as spectacular or unique, it
is nevertheless a solid, consistently executed comic. It does not take many risks, but
never makes a mistake. Each player has a distinct personality, and the story feels true
to the ups and downs of competition and the journey of learning a difficult skill. Go
players will certainly want to read this manga, and manga fans may find themselves
inspired to learn more about Go. Kudos to VIZ for making this available in English.
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Koi Kaze
Based on the manga by Motoi Yoshida
Produced by Geneon, 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Despite its beauty, there's a definite "ick" factor to this title. Yes, my friends, "Koi Kaze"
is definitely bound to join "Flowers in the Attic" and "The Blue Lagoon" on the small
and infrequently visited shelf of incest romance classics. Koshiro and Nanoka’s parents
separate when Nanoka is still an infant. The two meet by chance years later and fall in
love not knowing that they are siblings. They find out that they are brother and sister
and the story begins in earnest.

The emphasis that the author, Motoi Yoshida, places on the suffering inflicted on these
two passionate characters by an unkind and unforeseeable act of fate gives the story a
classical feel -- although I can’t recall Shakespere or the Greeks ever including a
scene where the hero sniffs a pair of the heroine’s panties....

One thing I was particularly impressed by was the way Yoshida uses the very
mundane setting to heighten our appreciation of the misery of the characters. Poor
Koshiro goes through epic angst in a sad little one-and-a-half-room efficiency
apartment. Cruel florescent lighting and the tattered toilet tissue of torment follow him
everywhere. I’m being flip, but there are several genuinely affecting moments. The one
that comes most strongly to mind is the scene where the two of them are sitting on a
pier. After several moments of silence, Nanoka asks in her calm little voice, "Well, are

http://liheliso.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?link_code=ur2&camp=1789&tag=gingermayerso-20&creative=9325&path=tg/detail/-/B0008191VU/qid=1124924503/sr=8-1/ref=pd_bbs_1?v=glance%26s=dvd%26n=507846
http://www.geneonanimation.com/MainContentPage.aspx?PageUID=57464a8a-7851-4ec0-9b3c-1b73a1715e80&CatUID=7e51ecae-1202-4cf7-bba0-0c37b9953f93&Letter=K&TitleType=bc3bba18-208c-4534-9697-f3719fd13683&Title=fd1f4304-3d87-4f33-ac6d-dd72764b5555&ctl_BrowseGridpg=0


Archived Entry - 08/24/2005: "Anime review: Koi Kaze"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000453.htm[4/27/2019 3:19:18 PM]

we going to commit suicide now?"

Like I said, there’s an "ick" factor to "Koi Kaze." It's not there because the anime ever
gets that graphic. It’s also not there because I stubbornly kept remembering this was a
story about incest when the presentation wanted me to get caught up in the romance.
It’s there because the anime plays on both the cute sweetness of a story of young love
and the cute sweetness of a story about family. Put them together and you have incest
romance... and I’m afraid incest just doesn’t seem cute, sweet or romantic to me.

The greatest cognitive dissonance comes from the juxtaposition of competing generic
paratextual cues. Paratexts, of course, are like paramedics, and paralegals... Yes,
they get paid a quarter of what their similarly skilled colleagues do. Actually paratextual
cues are the elements of presentation that guide us how to classify something that we
read, hear, or see. Although we say that you can’t judge a book by its cover, thanks to
paratexts, we usually do. The cover of "Koi Kaze" and the closing credits of each
episode feature images of Koshiro, Nanoka, and their parents as a happy family. The
back cover of the DVD and the opening title sequence shows Nanoka, our big-eyed,
school-girl-uniformed heroine in the watery pastels of romance.

More jarring are the paratexts where cues for heart-warming family drama and sweet
teen romance are combined. Inside the DVD jacket is a sheet of "No-No Big Brother"
stickers. On one, Koshiro orders, "Don’t let your eyes wander!" On the other, Nanoka
sadly muses, "I want to be your only girl." Then there’s the teddy bears.... Nanoka is
fond of teddies. The little bears become a symbol for her and show up several times in
the episodes. For example, she writes a very anguished letter about their relationship
to Koshiro on teddy bear stationary. The juxtaposition of the youthful innocence of the
teddies and the mature subject matter of the letter is poignant in this instance, but the
producers of "Koi Kaze" run with this imagery in a way that just gets weird. One of the
extras on the DVD is "Bear’s Mini Theatre" in which a brief synopsis of the entire series
is acted out in comic form by teddy bears.

Previews for upcoming episodes are also presented in an unexpectedly jocular vein.
These chiba sketches frequently feature one of Koshiro’s office mates, who serve as
comic relief. The very idea of comic relief in a story about incest skirts on the borders
of bad taste… Really, it does more than skirt. It sits there like a zit on prom night,
leaving you to stare and wonder, "Why the hell is this here?"

In final analysis, do I recommend "Koi Koze"? I have to answer with a resounding, "I
dunno." It's well written, beautifully drawn, and skillfully packaged by Geneon. The
characters are engaging. Their plight is high drama. The anime definitely held my
attention. However, there's just no getting around the fact that it kinda creeped me out.
Collectors specializing in the unusual and controversial will definitely want to pick up a
copy. For the rest of you, use your own judgment on this one.
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BAAU Down 4
Bay Area Artists Unite
Various artists

Review by Tom Good

The growing popularity of manga in the U.S. has inspired a new
generation of artists to explore the style. Bay Area Artists Unite,
located in the San Francisco Bay area of California, recently
published their fourth annual collection of art by their members.
These young artists, some of whom are still in high school, have
put together some fun and promising work, and this trade

paperback anthology provides a look at what may be the future of home-grown
American manga.

Boy Meets Girl, by one sugar dream, shows off a sweetly flowing style and some very
nice page layouts. The panels float across the page, producing a sense of motion, and
the occasional overlap of elements from one panel into another helps to pull everything
together. Understated character designs suit the romantic story, and my only complaint
about this one is that I wish it had been longer.

Grind, by Christian "Ian Oji" Sy, with a story by Studio Kyuu, manages to fit
skateboarding, video games, a mind-control soft drink, a Three Kingdoms joke, and
more into just a few pages. The writing is above average, as is the lettering, and the art
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is clean and easy to read. I would like to see this as a full-length book.

The odd opening story, BAAUttle Royale, parodies the manga Battle Royale, but with
BAAU members as the main characters. It is followed by a section about a BAAUttle
Royale collectible card game. These felt like an inside joke that would probably be
funnier for readers who know the BAAU members.

Alison Marceau contributed some pin-ups to BAAU Down 4,
including a version of the Cassiel character that can be seen on
Alison's web site. I admire the artistry in many similar pictures,
but this one has that "something extra" that makes me want to
find out about the story behind this character. Put this on the
cover of a comic book, and I would pick it up.

Another pin-up by FoN says, "This is my angst. I call him Fluffy."
The picture shows a girl with an angry-looking rabbit sitting on
her head. This one made me laugh. FoN says, "I'm generally into
drawing cute things. . . . cute things that inevitably are evil."

Pink's OMGWTFRAGNAROK offers comedy based on online multiplayer role-playing
games. Dragon Saint, by George Cauley and Amanda "Usaku" Chaffee, explores a
young woman's friendship with a cute baby dragon. And "I lost someone very dear to
me," by Porku and Afuji, makes great use of textured backgrounds in a story about life
and death.

With over 25 pieces in all, this collection confirms that the Bay Area is home to a
thriving manga scene. I hope to see more from these artists in the future.
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Girls Bravo 1
by Mario Kaneda
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

Yukinari Sasaki is a high school boy who is literally allergic to
girls. He breaks out in hives when they touch him. Then one day,
he meets Miharu, a beautiful girl from another world called Siren,
where women outnumber men 9 to 1 and constantly fight over
men. She falls for Yukinari, and he discovers that she does not
trigger his allergic reaction, although she does have a strange
obsession with food. But Yukinari remains attracted to Kirie, an

Earth girl with a hair-trigger temper who keeps hitting him over real or imagined
offenses. And Risa, a girl who uses magic, believes that a fortuneteller's prophecy
shows that Yukinari is destined to be her mate.

This story aims to be a sexy romantic comedy, but it contains quite a few weird
elements. Kirie is consistently physically abusive towards Yukinari. At first I thought her
punches might not be intended to be taken literally, but later in the story she
specifically threatens to hit him again. Nobody seems to think there is anything strange
about this. None of the other characters tells Kirie, "hey, punching people in the face
whenever you get mad isn't cool." Yukinari never questions why this girl is so
unbalanced and violent, or whether it would be a good idea to get closer to someone
like that.
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Risa also comes across as a dangerous, obsessive stalker, who will use black magic
to get to Yukinari. At one point she leaps through the air and body-slams him to the
ground. Then he is shown sprawled on the ground with blood coming from his head
and mouth. But after this he simply asks, "who the heck is she?" Not "where do I get a
restraining order?"

On the other hand, Miharu, the alien girl, is sweet but clueless. Her instant devotion to
Yukinari does not wane when she gets to Earth. She fails to notice that unlike her
home world, this planet offers plenty of other guys to choose from. Nor does she miss
her world or any of her friends back home. People assume she is a foreigner from
another country, but do not ask her about her home or family. Her alien origin becomes
almost irrelevant to the story. She could just as well be an exchange student.

Yukinari's experiences suggest that women, while sexy, are also scary, unpredictable,
crazy, abusive creatures whose mere touch is dangerous, except for alien women from
other worlds, who are friendly and compassionate but not very bright. Now, the political
incorrectness of this does not bother me, because comics are entertainment, not
guidebooks to how to live one's life. But these elements do bother me in that they are
weird and not adequately explained, so they keep the story from hanging together the
way it should. The characters do not react to their situations the way normal people
would. And though the violence is supposed to be slapstick humor, it does not seem to
fit with the rest of the atmosphere.

The book ends with a 25-page side story which is a warped, lecherous retelling of the
Japanese folk tale Momotaro, with the Girls Bravo characters in the lead roles. I found
this funnier than the main story because as a crazy parody, I did not expect it to make
much sense. But I cannot recommend Girls Bravo, because other recent titles like I''s
and Sokora Refugees work much better within the romantic comedy genre.

Edit 091705: Also of interest, Tom Good's review of the anime, "Girls Bravo, vol 2." ED
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Beck: Mongolian Chop Squad, Volume 1
by Harold Sakuishi
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

I once asked a Russian friend whether it bothered him that
Russians mainly appeared in American movies as the bad guys.
"It doesn't bother me," he said. "In fact, I don't even think of those
characters as Russians: they usually don't speak very good
Russian, and I know we are not really like that." I remembered
this while reading Beck, because the Americans in the story are
either drunken bullies, obnoxious guys who sexually harass

Japanese women on the streets, or rich, stuck-up students. The only friendly
"Americans" are Ryusuke and his sister Maho, who are actually Japanese, but have
just returned from living in New York.

So is this a case of America-bashing? Probably not. This story's fourteen-year old
main character, Yukio "Koyuki" Tanaka, does feel threatened by the Americans around
him. But then again, he finds almost everything around him threatening, including
Ryusuke's dog Beck, who repeatedly bites him. Koyuki is a small, awkward, painfully
shy kid. So the portrayal of Americans fits within a larger pattern of depicting his
character and the kinds of experiences that have shaped him. Everything around him
feels foreign and bad, so why not include actual foreigners?
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Koyuki struggles for words around his beautiful schoolmate Izumi, but then she invites
him to go bowling with her. He also admires Ryusuke's cool, tough-guy worldliness,
and starts to hang around with him. When Ryusuke's rock band needs a new singer, it
just might be Koyuki's big chance to come out of his shell.

As often happens with a first volume, this book mainly introduces the characters and
prepares the way for the real story. It is a good setup, but with the world of rock music
ahead to be explored, the best is probably still to come. And I still have no idea what
"Mongolian Chop Squad" means, so maybe that will be explained, too. I will be looking
forward to Volume 2.
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BLAME! Vol. 1
by Tsutomu Nihei
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

I used to have nightmares about wandering around lost inside a
giant office building. Reading BLAME! made me thankful that at
least those nightmares were not quite as creepy as this story.
BLAME!'s hero Killy explores a huge techno-industrial complex
full of cyborgs, insectoid monsters, deformed creatures, robots,
and vicious, unpredictable humans. It is not clear what this
building is or even whether it is on Earth, but he searches it for

genetic samples of the "Net Terminal Genes," whose purpose remains a mystery.

Nihei gradually reveals Killy's world through dark, moody scenes that have infrequent
dialog and very little in the way of explanation. With this style of storytelling, the reader
will either lose interest quickly, or become interested enough in the art to start forming
theories about what is going on. For me, it was the latter. The visuals reminded me of
the Alien movies or Doom video games: often gruesome and disturbing, but also
arresting and memorable.

Killy fires his gun more often than he has conversations. In fact, this is an extremely
violent book in which bloodstains feature as a recurring artistic element. The various
creatures of this world may be mysterious, but clearly they do not like each other
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much. Cleary, readers in the mood for a cute or funny manga should look elsewhere,
but BLAME! works as a horror story. In the end, this manga was so weird that I wanted
to know more about it, and when I asked myself if I would read Volume 2, my answer
was yes.

This review originally appeared at MangaLife.com.
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Daphne in the Brilliant Blue, Vol 3
Published by Geneon, 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Margaret Cho has said that girls tend to travel in groups of three
consisting of: the sweet one, the pretty one, and the 'ho'. The
Japanese must believe that young women travel in groups of five:
the nice one, the cute one, the smart one, the quiet one, and the
wild one... And they all like to dress as the 'ho'. Following in the
girl team formula perfected in titles as diverse as Bubblegum
Crisis, Silent Mobius, and Sailor Moon, Daphne in the Brilliant

Blue explores the adventures of nice girl Maia. She joins a team of female bounty
hunters, who strip down to tiny, bikini-like strips of cloth when they go to work.... Oh,
silly S.W.A.T. teams bundling up in all that stuffy body armor! What are you thinking?

Okay, I'm getting old. I can remember a time that doesn't seem that long ago when my
mom walked in while I was watching Dirty Pair.

"What are they wearing?" she asked, appalled. 
"They're anime characters," I replied, blasé. "That's just their costumes."

Now, I sit staring at the cover of Daphne in the Brilliant Blue wondering what special
laws of physics are at work to keep those things on. This cover is an example of what
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is called "fan service" by those in the know. I'm strangely happy that anime aficionados
have come up with a term for pandering to the lowest common denominator of fan
desire that actually sounds like a euphemism for prostitution.

For those of you who look at the cover and think (as I did) "Is this porn?" fear not.
Daphne in the Brilliant Blue is actually a nicely-paced classic anime series.
(Conversely for those of you looking for porn... Well, sorry Bucky. As usual, there is no
sex in the Champagne Room.) I was pleasantly surprised to find that Daphne in the
Brilliant Blue is more than just the chronicle of the misadventures of big-eyed, big-
boobed, battle babes. The story is intriguing. It's set in a post apocalyptic future...
Although it is the cheeriest, brightest post-apocalyptic future I've ever seen. Although
the identity of the titular "Daphne" is a mystery, viewers will immediately see "Brilliant
Blue" everywhere. Earth's surface has been ravaged. Humanity escaped annihilation
by retreating to cities on the ocean floor. These cities have now risen back to the
surface and exist between sparkling blue oceans and clear blue skies.

My favorite aspect of the show is the plethora of little touches that reinforce the
viewer's impression that this story is set in the future. In one scene, unmentioned and
unnoticed, a little robo-trash-pail whirrs through and collects a drink can from a trail in a
park. Our scantily clad heroines go on a vacation in a huge jet-powered ocean liner
instead of an airplane. Once at their destination, they rent translator headsets that
allow them to speak with the natives. Clever little touches like these abound and really
drew me into the story.

Volume three seems to be an important collection of episodes in the continuity of the
series. Episode 10 gives background on Maia's past. Episodes 11 and 12 fill in some
gaps about how the Earth got into its present condition. I like the way hints and clues
that all is not well are dropped casually into each story without ever giving too much
away.

The artwork is lush and attractive... especially if you've got a taste for cheesecake. The
writing manages to capture that brand of goofy Charlie's Angels/Dirty Pair sort of
fun....in a mildly exploitative sort of way. Despite my reservations, I enjoyed the
episodes and look forward to seeing more.

Geneon wrapped this bonbon in a pretty package. First off, there's the DVD cover art
that I'm going to have to hide the next time my mother's in town. Complimenting this,
there's a mini-poster inside the liner notes and more pin-up art inside the front and
back covers. Our only extra on the DVD is an art gallery. While this will certainly
service some fans, I'd like more. A short featurette with information on the series
creators would be nice. A guide to each of the formerly submerged cities would also be
welcome.

While it's not going to get the Gloria Steinam Award for sensitive and empowering
presentation of positive female role models, Daphne in the Brilliant Blue is highly
watchable bundle of fun with a surprising amount of brains to match its surprising
amount of boobs.

To see more of Daphne, click on DaphneDVD.com and lean back from your screen,
please.
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New Getter Robo, vol. 3 - The Hell on Earth
Published by Geneon, 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Usually in anime review, I try to attach the series I'm reviewing to
an established Western genre to help the viewer establish
expectations. You know, that "If you like romantic comedy, you'll
love..." stuff. Not here. No use. To like New Getter Robo you
need to like... anime. Despite the "new" in the title, 
New Getter Robo is as old-school as you can get. If you've ever
thought, "I wish Transformers had more blood, more battles,

more cursing, and less plot" then.. happy birthday, Bucky! They made this one for you.

This is not a piece of quaint japanoisery for the dilettante. It is not postmodern or ironic.
It is a manly story of manly men fighting big manly demons with big manly swords in
big manly robots. 
New Getter Robo is unashamedly the pulp fiction of manga brought to life via
animation.

The art style has a raw, comic book edge. No cel-shaded pastels. No computer-
prettied graphics. Just sharp-faced characters with spiked hair in primary-colored robot
suits. The color palette is dark and vivid. Red and black is smeared through almost
ever scene.
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Speaking of smeared, I'm not kidding about that "more blood" thing. The plot -- such as
it is -- moves quickly from fight to fight. Vanquished villains geyser fountains of plasma.
Several scenes feature Mortal Kombat-style finishes to fights. Yeah, that's right, buddy.
Not to be a spoiler, but you're going to get to see a demon spinal column dangle like a
fishing lure.

There's cussing, too. Japanese, like English, has a few words that are considered
crude under all circumstances. However most "curse words" in Japanese are actually
impolite forms of address. For example, "urusei" simply translates as "noisy." In
context, though, it can mean something closer to "shut the hell up." Because Japanese
"cursing" is so context dependant, translators have a lot of leeway in deciding how
impolite they want to be. Geneon has favored a more aggressively adult translation of
the script. For example, in Ranma 1/2, Ranma habitually calls his father an impolite
form of words meaning "old man." Ranma 1/2's producers decided to translate the
term as "Pops." Geneon translates the same term in New Getter Robo as "old
shithead."

I am in favor of the more "adult" translation of the dialogue for this series. As my review
thus far should have already made abundantly clear, New Getter Robo is not a kiddie
cartoon. Please do not allow your children to watch this video. With this understood,
the darker, more violent translation appropriately underscores the violence of the story
and cues the viewer to take the show as seriously as it takes itself.

If you've read other anime reviews by me, you know by now that I always recommend
that fans listen to the Japanese version with subtitles. Well, that advice goes double for

New Getter Robo even for those non-readers out there. Since the plot consists mostly
of battles, much of the "dialogue" is in the form of grunts and groans. Therefore there's
not too many words to bother you. The Japanese actors throw themselves into those
"I've got a katana in my gut" cries of anguish with true kamikaze glee. The English
language actors always have at least a touch of "This is going to sound like I'm having
a bowel movement" trepidation.

Geneon has put 
New Getter Robo in a pretty package. The inside as well as the outside of the DVD
case is covered with striking artwork. There's liner notes with episode synopses. The
DVD has all the usual language options. For bonuses, we get not only the standard art
gallery, but a music video as well. Sort of cheesy, yes, but I luuuv me some anime
music video! I think this should be a standard feature on all DVD collections. Nothing
quite says anime like a fast cut montage of flinty-eyed heroes emoting to a blast of
power chords...

In summary, although 
New Getter Robo is not for everyone, it will be perfect for the hard-core adult anime
aficionado. If you like your anime uncomplicated and in your face, New Getter Robo
may scratch a place that's been itching for quite a while.... Might want to get some
powder on that, too, Bucky...
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Worst, Vol. 2 and 3
by Hiroshi Takahashi
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

Worst presents an interesting artistic puzzle
for Hiroshi Takahashi. This manga features
a very large cast of characters -- the
"character introduction" pages at the
beginning of Volume 2 show 18 different
characters. But all of them are male, and

almost all are close to the same age and height. So how will the reader be able to tell
them apart? Takahashi gives these bad boys of Suzuran High School a striking variety
of hairstyles and facial features. The tough country boy Hana Tsukishima is completely
bald, with thick eyebrows and a broad, innocent smile. Other characters have
mohawks, tight perms, dreadlocks, slicked-back hair, Pompadours, and many other
styles. Their faces are not the faces of conventionally cute manga heroes. Instead,
they often glare and grimace at the reader, an effect enhanced by Takahashi's style
which uses a lot of facial close-ups. Over all, this style, perhaps born of necessity,
creates a look that sets Worst apart from anything else in manga today.

When Worst, vol. 2 and 3 arrived, at first I hesitated to actually read them. I liked
Volume 1 so much that I was almost afraid that the next books might not measure up
to that promising beginning. But these two books did not disappoint me. The gang
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members of Suzuran High square off against each other to determine which faction will
rule the school, and the complex internal politics of the gangs keeps the story
interesting. In Volume 3, a new external threat arrives: the toughs from rival school
Hohsen, who are determined to "destroy" Suzuran.

Takahashi sometimes builds up to an exciting fight and then shows only the aftermath,
omitting the actual fight scene, or showing it later as a flashback. In this way, he avoids
falling into a predictable formula, and keeps the reader guessing. The fights we do see
are quick and explosive. These kids may not have magical fighting styles with
poetically named moves, but they do have an abundance of raw aggression and
power.

Worst, vol. 1 was no fluke: this series really works. The unique visual style adds to the
well-executed plot, and makes this a manga well worth reading.
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His Dark Desires
by Jennifer St. Giles
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Betsy Phillips

This is not a very good book. The characters are flat and the red-
herrings don't feel like potential clues, just distractions. The
romance is predictable and the two main characters are instantly
attracted to each other for no reason.

That being said, I wish it had been longer.

St. Giles really knows how to put together a plot and how to keep
it moving along at a brisk pace, but the setting -- post-War New Orleans and the
characters -- the young widow Juliet Boucheron and her lover and potential enemy
Stephen Trevelyan -- cry out for a story that unfolds slowly, for a passion between
them that builds up bit by bit. Some characters, like Mr. Hayes, the leader of the White
League, seem to really pop off the page, and yet others just lay there, languishing, and
not just because they're being poisoned. Too much happens -- is the theater troupe
really a theater troupe or are the members searching for Boucheron's dead husband's
gold? Is there a ghost or an intruder? Who is poisoning Ginette and why? Is
Boucheron's dead husband actually dead? -- in too short a time for you to really feel
invested in what the answers to the questions turn out to be. And yet, I stayed up late
to finish it.
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So, oddly enough, I liked this book, I just felt it wasn't fully formed yet.

Replies: 1 Comment

I disagree with your review on this book as I've had the fortune of reading the
advanced copy. I'm certain the post Civil War setting may not be appealing to
everyone but it doesn't play heavily in the story. This isn't suppose to be another
Mistress of Trevelyan and I'm glad. I see the differences in the style and it adds
another interesting dimension to the series. The instant attraction between the two
main characters made it sexy and the story still has a similar dark, mysterious and
brooding feel. St. Giles' is brilliant with making characters likeable and keeps you
entertained. That makes the book worth reading. Yes, the story could have been
expanded a bit more, but it didn't lose it's appeal to me. I can say I thoroughly enjoyed
this historical and do recommend it to those who like St. Giles' voice.

Posted by Jocelyn Cassidy @ 08/25/2005 03:22 PM PST
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Lions, Tigers and Bears (Issue 4)
By Mike Bullock and Jack Lawrence
Published by Image Comics

Review by Kathryn Ramage

This fourth issue of the children’s comics series continues the
adventures of a little boy named Joey and his feline friends, and
concludes the first phase of their story.

Previous issues of Lions, Tigers and Bears introduce the set up:
one night, Joey is drawn into a magical world where his stuffed
animals--Pallo the lion, Minerva the black panther, and two tigers

(one orange, one white), named Venus and Ares--become huge jungle cats who do
battle against grotesque ape-like ogres called the Beasties who are threatening the
animal’s world. The Beasties’ nefarious deeds also include the kidnapping of a little girl
named Courtney.

At the end of issue 3, Joey and the big cats attempt to rescue Courtney, but things
have gone wrong. The cats need rescuing too before the adventure is at an end, and
in this issue, it’s up to Joey to find his bravery and use his imagination to save both
them and Courtney.

The graphics are dramatic, with vivid colors on a black background. The cover art is
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especially striking. The story maybe be a little scary, but not too scary, for small
children, and contains a not-too-terribly preachy lesson or two about growing up.
There are also some cute hints of future romance between the two children--even
though Joey is still in the ‘girls-are-icky’ stage--and darker hints that the Beasties
haven’t finished with them yet.

I’m looking forward to what happens to Joey and the big cats next.

See http://liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000372.htm for my review of Issues 1-3.
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Escential Lotions and Oils Perfumes
Specialty perfume blends - White Flower,
Plum Blossom, Sensuality, and Suede

Review by Kathy LaFollett

This is my second review of Escential products, lucky me!

White Flower is a fresh, VERY light fragrance. It's a perfect for applying after a shower
right along with your lotion. At least that's what I do. Feminine and clean I'd consider it
a summer fragrance to be sure.

Plum Blossom is a very unusual spiky scent. Pop open a can of Fresca, stick you nose
in the opening just as you open it. The carbonation tickles your nose while a burst of
citrus fills you senses. THAT'S Plum Blossom. It’s a great scent for work. Polished and
attractive and the aromatherapy side wakes you up in a way.

Sensuality is a VERY sexy smell. I think there's patchouli oil in there. It's a deep,
musky, almost pheromone in tone. Reserve this for romantic dinners and the bedroom.
Definitely wear this if you are currently hunting a certain someone for a relationship.
You'll get his attention.

Suede is a fabulous bright men's scent. It’s strong, masculine and splashy. There's a
tone of humor and outdoorsy expression in the immediate application, with time the
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scent turns subtle and quite intriguing. I gave this to my husband. He's not allowed to
wear it to work, but I thoroughly appreciate it when he wears it at home.

As always Escential's blends are so incredibly organic in nature, that they can only be
incredibly organic in presentation.

Unlike some fragrances where the first hour is an overpowering presentation (as the
alcohol evaporates pushing the scent out fast) and dieing a weak and somewhat ugly
version of itself hours later, Escential fragrance lasts well throughout the day quietly
ending as it began; pleasant and complimentary.

Their website escential.net is also a pleasure to use. The navigation and presentation
is clean and crisp just as their fragrances. I highly recommend you visit and look
around. They have 130 different blends and bases to choose from in the fragrances,
and you can literally create your own. They offer skin care, soaps, lotions, oils,
aromatherapy in different forms and even products for men. Their prices are shockingly
low considering the quality and uniqueness. This is a company and product line that
will be around for quite sometime I should think.
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Chrono Code, Volume 1
Story by Eui-Cheol Shin
Art by Il-Ho Choi
Published by Tokyopop

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Three people lost in time and space struggle to find each other in
hopes of changing destiny. With a satellite, secret code and
"future" police on their tails they must rely on a girl, with amnesia,
to unlock the secrets lost in the very time and space they now
travel in.

Her friends, in the future, are the answer.

Chrono Code serves up a heavy does of SciFi Manga Action, that any aficionado will
appreciate. The cool factor lies not only in the strength of the characters, but in the
exceedingly sexy manga art. The Kum Do scene that takes place at the Dojo in the
beginning pages of this volume, is so skillfully drawn one would be hard pressed to
even want to see it as live action manga. These few pages offer a glimpse at the best
of the best in manga art. Couple that skill with imaginative SciFi Tech pieces and the
art alone dazzles.

The book cover itself is gorgeous and begs time and a bit of attention for it's beauty.
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Chrono Code offers Character setup and storylines that crisscross in a delicate
balance that create and relieve tension at just the right pace. Eui-Cheol Shin's talent at
pacing is impressive and a delight to read. He plants comic relief like strategic
landmines while balancing all with a strong purposeful storyline that carries the reader
to the end.

A top notch addition to the Tokyopop lineup. 
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MBQ, Volume 1
Art and story: Felipe Smith
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Kathy LaFollett

"Omario is a struggling artist who's got quite the chip on his
shoulder - but he better get over himself before he ends up
flipping burgers at MBQ, the local fast-food restaurant. When the
hopes and absurdities of trying to make it in this world clash,
Omario just might melt down like a cheeseburger under a blazing
heat lamp..."

Filipe Smith presents: Life, real...or "What no one tells you REALLY happens in REAL
life".

Felipe Smith defines Manga Action/Comedy with the American sickness that is
capitalism. What a read!

His art is as hard, edgy, and straightforward as his writing. Slow down while taking this
manga in, you'll miss some understated sarcasm, cynicism or barbs at society if you
don't take the time to really appreciate his ink work. That's half the fun of Felipe's work.
Finding the hidden jabs at all that is considered sacred in this Country.

He deftly exposes the hypocrisy and thin humanity by creating an inner-city fast food
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joint (take THAT McDonalds, you and your filthy clown). What a read!

Each character carries the task of defining expected stereotypes and then crushing
those definitions under the weight of the story.

A few characters make you cringe. They force you to see the ugly side of desperation.
"Dee" will stop you in your mental tracks. Dee will make you think, "God! Could there
BE somebody this sick?"

Felipe Smith says, "Hell ya, be thankful you don't know him...", as his shoves Dee
down your throat in an all out ultra violent scene of anger and hate and arrogant
disinterest toward humanity. Their ain't no WE in Team..."beeyotch".

Enter Jeff, he's a big guy, bigger than anyone in his life. Jeff has a heart just a big,
bigger than anyone else's. He works at MBQ serving food, but more importantly,
humanity.

MBQ does this, it offers a jarring roller coaster ride of human emotion. The lowest and
highest points on the same rail.

Felipe Smith takes the time to shatter our stereotypical beliefs in law enforcement; you
know, the group of people that keep us safe from Dee, and dole out justice fairly. Or
maybe not. Rookie Officer, Aiden O'Malley offers nothing but extreme manic emotional
justice that is scarier than Dee's extreme manic arrogance. As stereotypical
middleclass citizens, we're screwed in Felipe's world.

Felipe Smith takes the description of Action/Comedy to heart and explores every
square mile of same thoroughly.

This is fresh Manga served up hot and cold.

Replies: 1 Comment

I couldn't agree with you more. MBQ is one of the best manga's I have ever read.
Everyone needs to buy this book!!!

Posted by MangaSkunk @ 08/27/2005 04:22 PM PST
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Happiness Sold Separately
By: Libby Street
Published by DownTown Press -- PocketBooks

Review by Kathy LaFollett

If you are female aged 13 - 101, you'll be enamored with this
story. If you are over 21 you'll find yourself giggling while reading
as your own parallel memories are coaxed alongside the
storyline.

Really, the collaborating authors known as Libby Street have
offered a wonderful avenue bringing back gentle memories of

being a young, confused, scared, and a dramatically driven female. Doesn't matter
when you were that age, yesterday or 50 years ago, moments will stir in your heart and
you will giggle and smile all the way to the end of Happiness Sold Separately.

Ryan Hadley channels the reader's past experiences through her own. A fresh New
York transplant, arriving with big plans and big dreams only to wake up months later to
feel incomplete, empty, and off target. Did she compromise? Did she fall behind? Did
she waste time to a thin variation of her dreams? Her two best friends snag great
promotions while revealing it was THEIR plan all along! Her best male friend stands on
the precipice of being a major rock star; HIS plan all along!
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Yes our poor channeling heroine missed her boat and her man.

Enter an old flame, whom was badly burned by our own Ryan Hadley. The plot
thickens.

A charming, feminine, female big city trial of errors ending with a 5 year plan with an
item titled "Become the Queen of a small island nation". God, you just HAVE to love
Ryan.

A beach novel. A warm tea, afghan, over-stuffed chair novel. A Oreo cookie-n-milk
novel. A waiting for my son's Karate Class to be done novel (Okay, that one's mine).

I loved this book so much I gave it to my daughter.

If you know what "Sex and the City" is, if you are familiar with Bridget Jones,
Happiness Sold Separately too, will please.
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J LHLS Reviewer News

Via J LHLS, Kathryn L Ramage and Tom Good have been asked by MangaLife.com,
the new manga review site of the Silver Bullet Comics pages, to reprint their manga
reviews.

The last few lines from Kathy LaFollett's review of A Time to Heal grace the very first
page of the new Trek book, "Vanguard, Book One," with other reviews of author David
Mack's work.

Congratulations everyone. J LHLS has always had some of the best writers and writing
on or off the web, and I'm glad Kathy, Kit, and Tom are getting some recognition for the
wonderful work they do here.
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I"s, Vol. 1 and 2
By Masakazu Katsura
Published by VIZ Media

Review by Tom Good

"Did a girl in her underwear just... come through that door?
Maybe I'm getting too good at fantasizing?" -- Ichitaka, in I"s Vol.
2

This series made me stop and think about what makes a sexy
manga work well. On one end of the spectrum is the type of
comic where a woman decides to go into battle against heavily
armed robots wearing only a metallic bikini, using combat moves

straight from the Cheerleading Style of Kung Fu. Although the drawings may be racy,
the reader is left bewildered by the sheer implausibility and awkwardness of the
proceedings. At the other end, there are manga like Sokora Refugees and I"s, where
sexy illustrations fit into a fully-realized world with likable characters and an intelligent
plot.

This high school romantic comedy, by the creator of Video Girl Ai, stars Ichitaka, a boy
who has fallen for his bikini-model classmate Iori. He desperately wants her to see him
as more than just another hormone-crazed teenage boy lusting after an attractive girl.
This presents something of a challenge, since he is, in fact, exactly that.
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But Ichitaka may have more to offer, since he is also a sensitive and perceptive youth,
still haunted by a prior rejection by another girl. Uncomfortable with his feelings, he
spends a lot of time sweating, blushing, or both. Ichi is a well-drawn character who
neatly demonstrates the wild roller coaster of teenage emotions.

I"s is pronounced "aizu" not "is." The title refers to the fact that the main characters'
names start with the letter I. At first Ichitaka and Iori are the only ones in this group, but
in Volume 2 a third I arrives in the form of another cute girl named Itsuki, who happens
to be Ichitaka's childhood friend. She plays it cool at first, but she may be more
interested in Ichi than she is willing to admit.

This is a great manga. My only criticism is that the cover designs, though good, look
very feminine, which might imply to some manga fans that only female readers would
enjoy this series. But I think that most men can probably remember a time when they
were at least a bit like Ichitaka, which makes the story quite hilarious and fun for us,
too. I would like to see this series reach a large audience, so I hope that future covers
will have a less narrowly-focused appeal.

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 08/07/2005: "Manga review: I"s, vol 1 and 2"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000437.htm[4/27/2019 3:20:11 PM]

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 08/07/2005: "Perfume review: Selected BPAL scents"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000436.htm[4/27/2019 3:20:15 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Perfume review: BPAL's Two, Five and Seven"] [Main Index] [Next
entry: "Manga review: I"s, vol 1 and 2"]

08/07/2005 Archived Entry: "Perfume review: Selected BPAL
scents"

Black Phoenix Alchemy Lab perfume oils: Snake Oil, Languor, The Hanging Gardens,
Tezcatlipoca, Jabberwocky, and Absinthe.

Review by Tom Good

Let me start by saying that I really like interesting scents. Right now I have eleven
different kinds of incense in my living room, and probably a dozen different scented
candles scattered around the house. My current collection of colognes includes
Luciano Soprani Uomo, Gucci for Men, Carolina Herrera 212 for Men, and L'eau Par
Kenzo. Whenever I am in New York or Las Vegas, I always take the time to go to
Sephora and check out new perfumes. So I was very pleasantly surprised to discover
Black Phoenix Alchemy Lab, a company with a unique and fascinating approach to
scents.

BPAL, the Bad Girls / Bad Boys of perfumery, have created their own Goth approach
to scented oils. They also have one of the best commercial web sites around. Their
active forums show that they have reached that often-mentioned but rarely-achieved
web site nirvana: forming a community of people who share a common interest.

Snake Oil is a bold, lush scent that reminds me of the rain forest. It smells like some
new magical species of orchid. This was my girlfriend's clear favorite of the BPAL oils;
she pronounced it "rockin', awesome." I was going to wear this one myself but I think
she has now claimed it.
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Languor and The Hanging Gardens are also luxurious floral scents. Languor has more
of a decadent, sensual feel to it, whereas The Hanging Gardens feels more like the
botanical research of a James Bond villian, with a hint of bubble gum. They would both
work either as perfumes or as room scents in a diffuser.

Tezcatlipoca, the only sample that my girlfriend hated, smells like a sauna full of
demons. While I do not dislike it -- it is very interesting -- I find it hard to imagine an
occasion where I could use this as more than a novelty.

Blood Pearl is a heady, intense rush of a scent, evoking incense, woods, and
naughtiness. This would make a great scent for a massage oil.

Finally, Jabberwocky and Absinthe are both energizing, wake-up scents. Personally, I
would not use these as perfumes, but they would be great in a room scent, body wash,
soap, or massage oil. Jabberwocky (named after the Lewis Carroll poem) smells like a
pine forest full of friendly monsters, and Absinthe smells a lot like the drink.

BPAL has come up with some incredibly creative perfume oils. None of these resemble
what you might find in a trip to the perfume section of your local department store. If
you are unsure about where to start with, order the versatile Snake Oil.
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My favorite Goth perfumers - Black Phoenix Alchemy Lab - perfume review.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

What they say about it:

TWO, FIVE and SEVEN (Mad Tea Party)
A huge bouquet of squished rose petals: Bulgarian rose, Somalian rose, Turkish rose,
Damascus rose, red and white rose, tea rose, wine rose, shrub roses, rose, rose,
rose...

...and just an itty bitty bit of green grass.

What I thought:

When I first put it on, the tea and wine rose and grass were very strong. I thought it had
a citrus tone to it, but then I realized it's the wine smell that's really intense, if not
overwhelming, and it never mellows.

I found this a shame because I like rose scents. Now I know I like them in moderation
and only one at a time.
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Sticky 3
Story by Dale Lazarov
Art by Steve MacIsaac
Published by Eros

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Sticky 3, in fact, all the Sticky comic books, are master lessons in storytelling. There's
not a word of dialogue and the narrative is perfectly clear. I used to hang around USC
film school (looking for the next George Lucas's student film to score) and one of the
students (whose film I did score) told me that the example her teachers used for non-
verbal narrative was "Witness," where the most important action has no dialogue. If you
haven't seen "Witness," well, try to; it's worth whatever effort you have to put into it. If
they teach non-dialogue narrative in sequential art classes, these Sticky books could
be their textbooks. Heh.

The Sticky 3 narrative moves right along: two hunky guys meet at
a Halloween party and go home together. They don't bake
cookies when they get there either, they have lots of hot and safe
sex and might even have fallen a little in love by the last page. I
know, hopeless romantic, c'est moi.

As Lene T says in her review of Sticky 3, these are the most sex
positive comics she's seen lately. I couldn't agree more; no one is
a victim or abused or humiliated or anything I found creepy in this

http://liheliso.org/
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or other Sticky comics. Gay anal sex is always graphically
portrayed with a graphically portrayed, highly visible,
unmistakable condom, and all the other sex is low or no risk. (I
know there's a debate about how safe oral sex really is, but even

the very cautious Dr. Rodgers has it on the low risk side, and a lower risk than
unprotected anal or vaginal sex.)

The Sticky comic books might not be for everyone, but no one can ever say they're not
extremely well done in all respects. Or, I suppose, one could say that, but then I'd have
to explain to one in detail, possibly even with a PowerPoint presentation, why one
would be wrong about that. Don't make me get out the projector, pal.

***

Sequential Tart had the above image on their interview with Dale Lazarov and Steve
MacIsaac in the July 2005 issue. We thank them, because we sure couldn't find it at
the Eros website. ED

Replies: 1 Comment

Please, do begin the presentation :)

Posted by Dale Lazarov @ 08/12/2005 07:09 PM PST
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Sticky 2
Story by Dale Lazarov
Art by Steve MacIsaac
Published by Eros

J LHLS would like to thank Eros Comix for this copy of Sticky 2, which was given to us
at Comic Con. J LHLS reviewer Lene Taylor isn't writing reviews these days, alas, but
she is podcasting about the comics she's received from J LHLS. This review originally
appeared on show number 6 at I Read Comics. ED

Transcribed from Lene Taylor's I Read Comics, Show 6:

On to the gay porn portion of the show! What I have here
is Issue 2 of "Sticky." And "Sticky" is gay porn erotica,
that's what it says, being published by Eros Comics, and
this was kindly given to us at Comic Con by
Fantagraphics. Number 3 is out, but I haven't gotten a
copy because they sold out of it at Comic Con, which is
also great. This one is, as Number 1 was, written by Dale
Lazarov and drawn by Steve MacIsaac, one of my most
favorite artists of all time. So, I'm not going to dwell too
much on what's in here because it's pretty much two men

having sex, except there's no sex at all for the first 10 pages, there's a real story here.
It's a sweet little story and there's lots of sex in the second 10 pages to more than
make up for it, and it ends very romantically with one man bringing the other flowers

http://liheliso.org/
http://eroscomix.com/
http://www.troubledscience.com/podcasts/IRC6.mp3
http://ireadcomics.blogspot.com/


Archived Entry - 08/07/2005: "Adult comic review: Sticky 2"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000433.htm[4/27/2019 3:20:25 PM]

and a six-pack of beer, which I really like. There's also another little story at the end,
which is just 4 pages which is called "Too Drunk to Fuck," which is exactly what it is,
and it's kind of cute and funny. So I highly recommend this; I can't wait to get Issue 3.

More what I wanted to talk about was why I think these comics are so important: as far
as I know, there are the only really nice, sex-positive gay male comics that are out
there. I haven't seen any others -- God knows I've looked for them -- but I actually
cannot remember any others that are realistic. I know there are some gay superhero
stuff that's out there and a few others that are more in the realm of fantasy, but this the
only one that really gets to real people in real relationships. And I'm glad that Eros is
publishing it, the reason I'm glad that Eros is publishing it because, in general, I really
hate Eros.

Eros is a division of Fantagraphics and I would say 99.9 percent of what they publish
makes me cringe and run screaming. Like, I can't even look at the splash page of their
website because it offends me so much. Here's a selection of some of the titles from
Eros, just to give you an idea of what they publish. So they have eight new theme
anthologies from Eros, the first one is called "Blow Job," the second one's called
"Dildo," they have another one called "Foot-Licker," there's one called "Head," there's
one called "Kama Sutra," there's one called "Menage a Trois," there's one called "Pee
Soup" (guess what that's about), and the last one is called "Rear Entry," isn't that nice?
And the one I got (Fantagraphics gave us some free ones) is called "Menage a Trois,"
and it's really not what I would consider sex-positive with a very few exceptions. My
buddy, Molly Kiely, has some stuff in here which is really nice. Eros, under
Fantagraphics, publishes a bunch of stuff that Molly did -- "Diary of a Dominatrix" and
"Saucy Little Tart" are two of her series -- which I love to death. I think Molly is a
wonderful wonderful artist; I think she does do some sexy stuff in a very positive and
fun way, and she's like the "one," besides the stuff the Hernandez Brothers did, they
did "Birdland," which is a selection of kind of "Love and Rockets" alternative universe
stuff, some of the same characters are in it, but in a very different and weird way. And I
like their stuff, too, it's also very fun and positive.

But most of the other (Eros) stuff is horrible. I think it's degrading to women, I know
that whatever floats your boat is fine, but I can't even look at this stuff because it just
sends shivers down my spine sometimes. And the bondage stuff, I just can't even think
about it.

So I think that they (Eros) needs to have more sex positive stuff, because there should
be more of it out there. And there are enough good artists out there who can draw the
kind of stuff that's interesting, that women can pick up and look at, whether it's gay
porn or lesbian porn or whatever, so you can look at it and it doesn't totally creep you
out, I guess, is the way I would like it to be. I would like to have (more) erotic comics
that don't creep me out. So whatever we can do to change the point of view on that
would be nice. It's funny that pornographic comics are something that a lot of people
buy but nobody really talks about very much. Like, Eros is making a huge amount of
money for Fantagraphics, this I know, and you never see these comics really promoted
anywhere, you hardly even see them when you're at someplace like Comic Con, and
Fantagraphics has their booth set up. Sometimes they have the little adult section set
off and they even have this curtain in front of it, which to me is amusing as hell. It's like
you're at the bookstore with the dirty section at the back of the video store when they
used have the Adults Only and there was a tattered sheet you had to sneak through to
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go look at the filthy stuff. And even in regular comic shops, there's like this little room
where they keep the dirty things, and I never see these things written about, I never
see them reviewed, I never see artists mentioning this stuff with pride, like, "Yeah, I
draw these pornographic comics and I'm really proud of it, it's some of my best work."
Who says that? Nobody ever says that, except somebody like Molly Kiely because it is
some of her best work and she's not ashamed of it. You just don't see people
promoting it as something they want to be known for, and I think that should change. I
think people should be drawing smutty comics that they can be proud of, that they can
put out there, and say, "Look! The is great! This celebrates all sorts of human beings in
a positive way, no matter what it is they're doing in there. It makes people happy and it
makes them feel good about sex. That's the way I think it should be.

And I'd be curious to know what everybody else thinks about that, too. I know that you
all buy dirty comics, somebody must be buying them, and I know that if you're a comic
book geek, I'm sure you're buying them. And I mean the really filthy ones, too, not just
the ones that come from Image, and not that crap like "Stryke Force" I talked about
before. So let's get a dialogue going on dirty comics and let's get Eros to publish some
more positive stuff. One other thing I wanted to say about "Sticky," is that, Number 3,
which again is done by Dale Lazarov and Steve MacIsaac, is out, it's the last one that
the two of them are doing, and I think it would be great if, somehow, there could be this
groundswell of support for Eros to keep "Sticky" going with other artists to do the same
sort of thing. To have these real human stories, in a really positive way, that they could
sell. The fact that "Sticky" Number 3 was sold out at Comic Con was great; it really
made me happy. There's a "Sticky" mailing list that Dale Lazarov runs that has like 300
plus members. So, I'm actually going to write to Dale and say, "Hey, you guys should
be trying to organize people to have more of this happen."

***

Sequential Tart had the above image on their interview with Dale Lazarov and Steve
MacIsaac in the July 2005 issue. We thank them, because we sure couldn't find it at
the Eros website. ED

Replies: 1 Comment

It *may* be the last issue of STICKY for Eros -- they haven't offered us a contract for
more issues -- but it's not going to be the last issue of STICKY.

Steve has scripts for four more 24-page issues as well as a script for a 64-page original
graphic novel.

I'm also collaborating on 48 pages of gay erotic comics with Drubskin. It has a title but
I'm keeping mum; it's more carnality and sweetness but it's between men with more of
an alternative culture flavor than STICKY's men.

Posted by Dale Lazarov @ 08/12/2005 07:22 PM PST
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The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 7

Well, here we are at Issue 7, seems like only two years ago we were at Issue 1!
Editorial
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It goes without saying that the United States energy situation appears very dire. With
the prices at the pump going up and up and up, I finally reached a point where I had to
start looking for serious alternatives.
My Oily Life
By Jesse Gotham
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Slash: homoerotic fan-fiction featuring paired characters, frequently fictional, usually
both male. The term 'slash' refers to the piece of punctuation known as a virgule (/),
which is used to denote a specific pairing, i.e., Kirk/Spock, Starsky/Hutch,
Legolas/Aragorn.
Slash Writing: Variations on a Theme
By Kathryn L. Ramage

Replies: 1 Comment

Want to leave a comment?

Posted by Editor @ 01/13/2006 09:31 PM PST
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Yes, I was one of those people in the mid-1980's. I couldn't let go. Punk was dead. It
had its brief, extremely brief, moment under the moon and then it was no more.
My Left Ear: An Inspiring Story
By Russell Smith
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It's a scandal that, after 500 years, the astonishing Portuguese fiction "Menina e Moça"
has still not been translated into English.
"Menina e Moça": A neglected masterpiece
By John Emerson
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Since the rise of the Catholic Church in the West, nudes in painting have been a
subversive mode of expression.
John Drake-Moore Art Book
By Ginger Mayerson

Search entries:

 

 
The Wapshott Press

http://liheliso.org/
http://liheliso.com/Issue7/Issue7.html#john_drakemore
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/


Archived Entry - 07/31/2005: "J LHLS 7: John Drake-Moore Art Book"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000427.htm[4/27/2019 3:20:44 PM]

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 07/31/2005: "An Interview with Mike Nelson"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000426.htm[4/27/2019 3:20:47 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Manga review: Dolls 3"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "J LHLS 7: John
Drake-Moore Art Book"]

07/31/2005 Archived Entry: "An Interview with Mike Nelson"

Well, it's both nature and nurture. I can't believe that God would create Larry King all
on His own.
An Interview with Mike Nelson
By Ginger Mayerson and Laurel Sutton

Replies: 1 Comment

asd

Posted by sdf @ 01/23/2006 04:51 PM PST

Search entries:

 

http://liheliso.org/
http://liheliso.com/Issue7/Issue7.html#Mike_Nelson
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/


Archived Entry - 07/31/2005: "An Interview with Mike Nelson"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000426.htm[4/27/2019 3:20:47 PM]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,

http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 07/31/2005: "An Interview with Mike Nelson"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000426.htm[4/27/2019 3:20:47 PM]

comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with
your comment and we'll add it.



Archived Entry - 07/31/2005: "Manga review: Dolls 3"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000425.htm[4/27/2019 3:20:50 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Manga review: Beet, The Vandel Buster, Vol 5"] [Main Index] [Next
entry: "An Interview with Mike Nelson"]

07/31/2005 Archived Entry: "Manga review: Dolls 3"

Dolls, Vol. 3
by Yumiko Kawahara
Published by VIZ Media

Review by Kathryn Ramage

Yumiko Kawahara continues her series of graphic short stories
about living dolls -- actually, 
plants that look like beautiful, golden-curled little girls.
Sometimes, the dolls grow up to be women. As in Volumes 1 and
2, this latest collection of stories are exquisitely drawn black-and-
white fantasies about the dolls and their owners, and the
emotional connections between the two -- but the overall tone of
the stories is a little more macabre this time.

The first story is about a young man who finds himself becoming more responsive to
light -- and drowsy at darkness -- and develops a sudden aversion to eating meat.
When he goes in for a medical check-up, his doctor has an astonishing diagnosis: he is
turning into a tree! “Patients with this illness are very few in number,” the doctor reports
matter-of-factly, although he is familiar with other cases. He takes his patient off to his
family home, which has been converted into a research center for this rare disease and
introduces the young man to a tree in the yard that he claims used to be his father. The
other patients at the research center are all old men who seem to be looking forward
to their future life as trees and enjoy picking out their spots in the garden and
discussing which species they’d most like to turn into. The young man believes at first
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that he’s the victim of some bizarre scam and is anxious to leave, until he discovers the
dolls that are also kept at the doctor’s house and begins to think that it wouldn’t be so
bad to stay awhile after all...

This is only the beginning of an entrancing, oddly whimsical tale that blurs the
distinction between plants and animals in more ways than one. Of all the stories in this
volume, it was the one I enjoyed most.

Other stories include:

A father buys a doll that looks just like his teenaged daughter as a little girl, and
fusses obsessively over it the way he used to fuss over her (there are some

creepy pedophilic overtones here).

A group of people, each too poor to afford one of the hideously expensive dolls
on his or her own, pool their resources to purchase one together. There are strict
rules about who gets to visit and care for the doll at what times, and how much
contact the members of the group have with each other outside of their mutual

doll-related meetings, but of course people wind up breaking the rules.

A little girl was abducted by a fortune-teller as a baby (the blurb on the back cover
says “a woman” is kidnapped, but the child isn’t more than 9 years old), and is
suffocatingly over-protected by her parents once she is returned to them. She
speaks wistfully of the less confining life she had with the fortune-teller, tells

fortunes herself and, since no one can tell her apart from her living doll, thinks
that her parents wouldn’t notice if she ran away and left them with the doll to care

for instead.

A hack writer buys a doll for his girlfriend, and finds himself taking care of it -- and
telling it stories -- after she leaves him.

A rich woman’s boy-toy is desperate to have a doll of his own; when the lady
refuses to buy one for him, he steals it.

All in all, it’s another wonderful and fascinating collection of stories for the fantasy
reader.

The book concludes with a few charming single-page illustrations of dolls -- pin-ups for
doll fanciers.

See http://liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000230.htm and
http://liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000347.htm for my reviews of Dolls Volumes 1 and
2.
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Beet The Vandel Buster, Vol. 5
by Riku Sanjo and Koji Inada
Published by VIZ Media

Review by Tom Good

As I read the first few pages of Beet Vol. 5, I chuckled at some of
the odd character names: Beet, Rozzgoat, Frausky, Grineed. The
next thing I knew, twenty minutes had passed, and I was gripping
the edges of the book, enthralled by the battle scenes and
concerned for the main characters. In this fantasy action manga,
Koji Inada poses the characters for maximum effect in a series of
balletic fight sequences. Beet's feet seem to sink into the ground
when he fires his weapon at full power, and the reader can

almost feel the impact of various attacks, falls, and explosions.

The dialogue problems that were apparent in Volume 2 are no longer an issue. The
writing flows more naturally now, and the plot works well. Beet has to master his
cyclone gun and use the power of air to fight the Vandel named Frausky. Beet's friend
Kissu, who has served the Vandels in the past, must decide where his loyalty lies and
what sacrifices he is willing to make. Finally, near the end of the book an intriguing new
character makes an appearance. I will not spoil the surprise, but Beet and Poala may
have a lot more on their minds after this. This is a good manga that keeps improving.
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Vampire Princess Miyu, Volume 1 and
Volume 2
By Narumi Kakinouchi
English translation by AnimEigo, 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

There's something sexy about an import.
This is true for cars, wine, and, surprisingly
enough, folklore. The Japanese are as
crazy about Western-style vampires as
Americans are about ninjas and samurai.

Like almost all cultures, the Japanese have their own home-grown vampire myths.
However, in the same way that a BMW seems to glitter more brightly than a Buick,
anime artists tend to evoke Dracula more often than native kyuketsuki.

Vampire Princess Miyu is an anime classic from the late 1980's that blends both these
traditions into a moody and evocative exploration of the twilight world of damnation. In
the same way Western vampires are rooted in Christian tradition and embody fears of
uncontrolled metamorphosis and the defilement of purity, Japanese vampires spring
from Buddhist beliefs about karmic self-destruction and chthonic manipulation.
"Possession," one of the characters explains, "is a source of terror smoldering in the
depths of the Japanese soul." The kyuketsuki, unlike the Count and his kin, are
pathetic creatures who, usually from circumstances beyond their control, are cursed to
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rise from the dead and attack their own family. They are only one step above the gaki
and jikininki, "hungry ghosts" whose jealousy, greed, and other selfish impulses in life
condemn them to an afterlife of feeding on human corpses and feces. Decidedly not
glamorous even by goth standards.

Princess Miyu is a creature who uses both the words kyuketsuki and vampire to
describe herself. She was born human... or at least human-ish. She's a sort of a demi-
vampire (or maybe a super vampire..?) with special powers and few of the weaknesses
(garlic, crosses, sunlight) of the undead hoi poloi. Hordes of shinma (creatures that are
both gods and monsters) are inadvertently released when Miyu's mother tries to
prevent her from awakening to her vampiric heritage. Miyu, as a result, must now
defeat and recapture all the shinma before she can have a normal (or normal-ish)
death.

Assisting her is a powerful shinma who, though he originally sought to kill her, wound
up becoming her devoted servant. There was originally a lot of speculation about this
shinma's name. In Japanese, it's pronounced "La-baa." Since there is no "v" sound in
Japanese, some fans chose to interpret his name as "Lover." However, the author,
Kakinouchi Narumi, has come out and definitively stated that this character's name is
"Larva." Again, not glamorous by any means, but not that inappropriate for a demon
who might have grown up with kids called "Wormtongue" or "Hellspawn." Larva, as his
name suggests, is a silent character cocooned in floaty layers of robes. A distorted
mask conceals his beautiful face. In the manga the author reveals that Larva, Miyu's
best friend and confidant, has agreed to kill his princess when she finally accomplishes
her mission.

Pursuing this pair is Himiko, a spiritualist. A spiritualist, in Western terms, is someone
interested in contacting the world of spirits. In other words, we would assume she is a
medium. In Japan, spiritualist also connotes healer and exorcist (kind of like that weird
little woman in "Poltergeist"). In a duality-heavy narrative like Miyu, it should come as
no surprise that the author uses the character of Himiko to explore the symbiotic
relationship between hunter and hunted. The more obsessed Himiko becomes with
Miyu, the more hints we are given that Himiko may be an unawakened version of the
same sort of creature Miyu is.

Alas, we will never know. Vampire Princess Miyu is an unfinished masterpiece. There
are only four episodes in the OAV (original animation video) series. Himiko's storyline
is not featured in the manga. There was a new Miyu television series aired in 1997
(and recently released on DVD by Tokyopop), but the tone was decidedly less
philosophical than the original OAV series. One fan website summed the difference up
best for me when she described the TV series as being the chronicle of Miyu's never-
ending quest for bishonen (beautiful young men) er, I mean, souls.

AnimEigo has lovingly collected all four episodes into a beautiful, two-volume DVD set.
The cover art is gorgeous. Speaking of gorgeous, I must mention that I was surprised
at how dated Miyu's artwork looks. In the late 1980's, Vampire Princess Miyu was a
graphic rose in the midst of a field of Robotechs. It was a beautifully nuanced vision of
what anime could be. However, when compared to the state of the art today when
even the most uninspired Poki-clone is presented in eye-popping, detailed, and
delicately cel-shaded, computer enhanced graphics, a good deal of Miyu's ground-
breaking visual impact is lost. It's like comparing pre-steroids Barry Bonds to post-
steroids Barry Bonds. The original was great, but wow.
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This is the first AnimEigo video that I've reviewed, and I'm pleased to report they did
several things that made me clap my little fannish hands in glee. Like all anime DVDs,
this production company offered the episodes several language options; English,
Japanese with subtitles, Japanese without subtitles, etc. The default option is
something I've not seen elsewhere. AnimEigo calls it, "English with signs". Using the
same technology used to place subtitles, the translators will occasionally insert a little
footnote to explain a Japanese term or place name. I thought this was great idea. The
footnotes appear infrequently enough to not be annoying and serve to clear up points
that could easily confuse the audience. Viewers who are adamantly against reading
can simply turn the option off if it bothers them. I think this is fabulous idea and should
be adapted by all other publishing companies importing anime post haste.

Captioning is done very nicely. Words appear a little higher up than other companies
place them, avoiding bottom of the screen cutoff and allowing you to keep your eye on
the action while you read. When two people are speaking, each character's dialogue is
rendered in a different color again making it easier to comprehend quickly.

This might be a commentary on my own personal laziness, but I also liked way they
handled the obligatory image gallery. Instead of having to figure out how to navigate
one's way through, the gallery is an automatic slide show. My favorite part of the image
gallery was the music. At first, you have the usual silent screen. Then after several
frames, eerie Princess Miyu music begins to fade in so softly that it kind of freaks you
out which what you want from a good vampire DVD.

If you've read other anime reviews by me, you know I am a xenophilic snob when it
comes to voice acting. I think the Japanese actors are always better. The same is true
here. However, there is not a marked degree of difference between the two sets of
performances that will ruin your enjoyment of the translation. For an example of the
kind of differences I'm talking about, the English-language actress voicing Miyu plays
her as a creepy little girl. In the original Japanese, she sounds more like something
creepy pretending to be a little girl. Too subtle for most people to notice or care. The
beautiful thing about having this program on DVD is that the true connoisseur has the
opportunity to sample the excellence of each and compare.

AnimEigo included liner notes inside the jacket of each DVD. This made me squeal
with pure grognard glee that is, until I read the second liner which turned out to be a
charming little note announcing that there were no liner notes for the second DVD.
Cute, but why not just divide the information on the first card in two and use larger print
or -- and this is radical, I know -- just write more? For mere money, I'd be more than
happy to fill up an index card

As my ex-husband used to complain, I always want a little more. In addition to seeing
the lovely full-motion menus and image galleries, I'd like to have seen more original
content to complement the OAV. I'm inordinately fond of "making of" featurettes. If
there's no original Japanese promotion material still available, I would have been
satisfied to see a slide show of images with information on the author (Narumi
Kakinouchi is one of the few very successful female anime artists. She is also married
to another famous anime artist) the manga, the voice actors, and perhaps even a little
historical context discussing the impact of Miyu on subsequent generations of anime
artists.
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Whining aside, I must say that the people at AnimEigo have done their job well. This
collection of Vampire Princess Miyu embodies exactly the sort of careful, intelligent,
and attentive handling of a classic title that every anime aficionado should demand of a
publisher. "Do I need to buy a DVD of an anime that has been available at every local
Hastings or Blockbuster from Kalamazoo to Possum Trot, Tennessee since 1989?" the
hardboiled fan may ask. "Yes," this slick and lovely package will coo back seductively.
"Yes!"
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Robot
Edited by Range Murata
Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

In Hanaharu Naruco's Picnic, the second story in this collection,
the Shibuya district of Tokyo appears as an abandoned,
overgrown ruin, an image I found as startling and memorable as
the final scene in the original Planet of the Apes movie. Each of
Robot's 20 stories is quite short, but they manage to pack a lot of
emotionally involving images into a few pages. The gorgeous full-

color, large size format also helps to show off each of these artists. Range Murata, the
editor of this collection, is also known for his work on the anime Last Exile.

If I had to sum up Robot in a few words, I would say it is full of surprises. This book
contains science fiction, fantasy, comedy, action, horror, and even a few full-page
pinups. In Sabe's strange and hilarious There Goes Suzume Robo, an obnoxious
talking sparrow from the future parodies the cliche of the cute animal companion.
Suzuhito Yasuda's Ebony and Ivory finds great dramatic potential in using just a touch
of color in a mostly black-and-white comic. And in Oputon, artist Okama creates a
funny and sensual four-page story about sleeping. After reading this I started lusting
after a delicious afternoon nap.

However, not everything in Robot is quite so cute. Mami Itou's story Carogna is a
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disturbing and violent horror story that is definitely not for the squeamish. I cannot
remember ever reading a comic that made me cringe the way this one did. Since that
is at least partly its goal, it does succeed as a piece of art. But sensitive readers may
want to skip this one and enjoy the rest of the book.

Most of the short pieces in Robot are complete stories, but a few will be continued in
Robot Volume 2, so I am looking forward to the second book in this series. Robot was
a fun read, and makes a good coffee-table book.
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The Pirate Coast. Thomas Jefferson, the First Marines, and the
Secret Mission of 1805
by Richard Zacks
Published by Hyperion

Review by Tom Good

The Marine Corps hymn begins:

From the Halls of Montezuma
To the Shores of Tripoli,
We fight our country's battles
In the air, on land, and sea.

As a child, I learned to play that tune on the piano, but not until reading The Pirate
Coast did I learn what actually happened on the shores of Tripoli. Richard Zacks
recounts this episode in history, a story so full of larger-than-life characters, bold
deeds, and strange twists that it often seems more like the plot from a Hollywood movie
than anything that could have really happened.

Though the story takes place 200 years ago, many of the themes could have been
plucked from recent headlines. Tripoli had declared war on the United States, and the
Barbary pirates attacked foreign ships in what today would be called state-sponsored
terrorism. In 1803, when the U.S.S. Philadelphia, one of only six ships in the U.S.
Naval fleet, ran aground in Tripoli harbor, its 307 crewmen were captured and
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imprisoned by the government of Tripoli. This created America's first international
hostage crisis, which would be echoed much later in the Iran hostage crisis of 1979.
Months later, with the U.S. sailors still in captivity, President Thomas Jefferson decided
to send a small group of men on a secret mission to overthrow the government of
Tripoli. This would be America's first covert military operation on foreign soil.

The leader of the expedition was William Eaton, a sort of 19th century Rambo who felt
the honor of the United States was at stake and would do anything to restore it. His
daring march across hundreds of miles of desert to attack and capture the city of
Derne would be even more inspirational if it were not also such an amazing act of
overconfident recklessness. His eventual victory against overwhelming odds serves as
a vivid reminder that cautious, sensible men do not often make history.

Rarely is a history book such a suspenseful page-turner as The Pirate Coast. I enjoyed
this book so much that as soon as I finished it, I ordered all of Richard Zacks' other
books. This chapter in American history deserves to be better known, and so I highly
recommend The Pirate Coast.
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Marriage Most Scandalous
By Johanna Lindsey
Published by Pocket Books, 2005

Review By Ida Vega-Landow

I've been addicted to Regency Romance novels since I was
twelve. Growing up poor on the Lower East Side of New York
City, where you traditionally got new clothes only three times a
year, at Christmas, Easter, and on your birthday (if at least one of
your parents was working, that is!), it was a delightful piece of
escapism for me to read about beautiful young noble ladies
making their coming out in tailored gowns of exquisite materials

like silk, satin, and organdy, trimmed with lace or shiny buttons of gold, or silver, or jet.
Not to mention the pretty hats they wore, trimmed with ribbons, feathers and fake fruit.
And all the accessories like gloves, scarves, shoes, fans, muffs and so on, all lovingly
described in great detail by imaginative authors like Georgette Heyer, the foremost
among Regency Romance writers, in my opinion.

I've read a great many romances in the intervening years, but none has ever made as
great an impression on me as the ones written by Ms. Heyer. Until this one, that is.
Johanna Lindsey has succeeded in writing a romantic whodunit in the spirit of my
beloved Ms. Heyer, as well as the late, great Agatha Christie, that gives us not
romance, scandal, and mystery, but a convoluted plot with a surprise twist near the end
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that leaves you breathless!

I never saw it coming; one moment, I'm enjoying the sexy, steamy love scenes
between the practical but pretty heroine, Lady Margaret Landor, and the hero, her old
childhood friend, Lord Sebastian Townsend -- now known as The Raven, a mercenary
who has lived on the continent since being exiled from his ancestral home after killing
his best friend, Giles Wemyss, in a duel -- the next minute I'm going "Wha-a-at?" as I
discover that the real mystery isn't "Who's trying to kill the Earl of Edgewood?"
(Sebastian's father and Margaret's guardian), but "Who is this woman, Juliette Poussin,
who Sebastian's brother Denton married after Sebastian shot her husband in a duel
over her dubious honor?" It seems the lovely Frenchwoman, Lady Juliette, is no lady at
all (as proved by her seduction of Sebastian the night she met him in London, before
he learned she was his best friend's new bride), but a professional gold digger with a
new angle. It involves false identification and blackmail, sending her own brother to
prison in France to keep him from spilling the beans, and trying to nag her husband
into killing his brother so that Denton will be the sole heir to the Earl's title. But is she
trying to kill the Earl as well? 

I'm not going to write any more spoilers. For the answers to these and other questions,
which put Marriage Most Scandalous a cut above your average Regency Romance,
please buy this book by Johanna Lindsey and immerse yourself in it as thoroughly as I
did. You'll find it hard to put down; best to read it stretched out on the sofa or in your
most comfortable easy chair, or even in a bubble bath, like the one depicted on the
lavish cover, with a box of bon-bons by your side. That's what reading romances is like
for me; like eating a box of chocolate bon-bons slowly, relishing every bite, enjoying
the fruity taste of sumptuous fashions lovingly described, savoring the sweet liquor of
brave, impetuous gentlemen and spirited heroines who refuse to tamely submit to what
is expected of a well-born young lady of the Regency period, crunching on an
occasional nut as a plot complication turns up, and a happy ending that you can
swallow whole without choking on the improbability. I know that too many bon-bons
aren't good for you, but damn it! Even the most liberated woman needs a little romantic
escapism now and then. So buy this book and enjoy it; let it be your guilty pleasure, like
eating that box of bon-bons without sharing it with anybody or spending more than you
intended on that pair of designer shoes you know you're never going to wear more
than once. Life is too short to be practical all the time!
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Antique Bakery, Volume 1
Story and art by Fumi Yoshinaga
Published by Digital Manga Publishing (better view of the artwork
on this link)

Review by Ginger Mayerson

"Ohhh No No No. He's no ordinary gay. He's a demonically
charmed gay, unspeakably gay, a legendary gay! He's scored
with every man he's ever found pleasing, and his mere presence
transforms the kitchen into a stage for TORRID romance... !!"

Oh my God. First I'm attracted to Alex Row, and now I'm in love with a manga.

Mmmm, "Antique Bakery." This manga makes me want cake!

From the DMP website: "Ono has come a long way since the agonizing day in high
school when he confessed his love to handsome Tachibana. Now, some 14 years later
Ono, a world-class pastry chef and gay playboy has it all. No man can resist Ono's
charms (or his cooking skills!) but he has just found a new position under a man named
Tachibana. Can this be the only man who resisted his charms, and if so, will the man
who once snubbed the 'magically gay' Ono get his just desserts? And how in the heck
did a former middleweight boxing champion wind up as Ono's cake boy?"

Well, I can't even begin to describe the plot of this story better than the above. Suffice

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?link_code=ur2&camp=1789&tag=gingermayerso-20&creative=9325&path=tg/detail/-/1569709467/qid=1121927938/sr=8-1/ref=pd_bbs_1?v=glance%26s=books%26n=507846
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?link_code=ur2&camp=1789&tag=gingermayerso-20&creative=9325&path=tg/detail/-/1569709467/qid=1121927938/sr=8-1/ref=pd_bbs_1?v=glance%26s=books%26n=507846
http://www.dmpbooks.com/titles?n=16&t=38
http://www.absolutetrouble.com/alexrow/gallery/
http://www.dmpbooks.com/titles?n=16


Archived Entry - 07/21/2005: "Manga review: Antique Bakery"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000419.htm[4/27/2019 3:21:12 PM]

to say that a lot happens and very little happens. I can tell you that the boxer, Kanda,
has detached retinas, so that's why he's out of boxing and in the pastry kitchen. There
are lots of subplots, so lots of characters. I suspect most of these minor characters will
be back in later volumes because none of their stories really seemed finished to me.
The three main characters: Ono, Kanda, and Tachibana are utterly adorable, ornery
and wry. There's one smooch and some very in/discreet sex in this manga. It's all so
subtle that I nearly missed them both on the first read through.

There isn't any "free talk" "side" or whatever it is at the end of this manga. This is a
shame because I wanted to know more about Fumi Yoshinaga, but I was thwarted. I
was further thwarted when I searched online for information and, although many hits
for her work came up, I found nothing about her background. Of course I'm not the
most patient person in the world, so I might have missed it. Links in the comments
would be much much appreciated.

As usual, the production values on this DMP title are outstanding. DMP manga are
slightly larger than the usual format, beautifully bound, crystal clear reproduction, and a
lovely dust jacket on each and every book. There's an added bonus on the cover of this
book: one of the strawberries on the tart on the cover is a scratch and sniff thingy.
Adorable! Brilliant! Astonishing! Digital Manga Publishing - it's wonderful!

I don't know if this is interesting or not, it's interesting to me, this book, "Yellow," and
several other upcoming titles are all by one author/artist. DMP's first releases -- "Only
the Ring Finger Knows," "Desire," and "Passion 1 and 2" -- were all adaptations of
novels, so the artist was not the writer. I don't think it matters, I just think it's interesting.
And speaking of novels... lucky us! Thanks to DMP's superior licensing department, we
all get to read the "Only the Ring Finger Knows" novels in May of 2006. Hopefully, we'll
get to read about Kazuki nailing Wataru or vice versa (yeah, in my dreams). So there
IS something to look forward to!

Note 1: I also review this title and "Yellow" in podcast number 5 at I read comics. It
was recorded with the fabulous Lene Taylor while at the San Diego Comic Con on July
16, 2005.

Note 2: I don't know when Amazon will update their information, but this book is
available now, not in 1-3 months.

Note 3: No, that isn't my Alex Row site, and, no, I can't explain this thing I have for a
cartoon character, however sexy I find him. I mean, everyone's attracted to Bugs
Bunny; that's normal. But this thing I have for Alex Row, it's a mystery even to me. I
guess I still just like those bad boys in black. And in a uniform, too! [shiver]
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Two new comics podcasts at I Read Comics, and I'm even on Number 5, talking about
"Yellow" and "Antique Bakery," which will be reviewed here very soon.
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Yellow, Volume 1
Story and art by Makoto Tateno
Published by Digital Manga Publishing (better view of the artwork
on this link)

Review by Ginger Mayerson

This book is the manga version of "Starsky and Hutch" if they
were both prettier and Starsky was gay. No, really, that's not
exactly what this is, but that's the general vibe I got from it. The
heroes are named Taki (straight guy) and Goh (gay guy). They
are "drug snatchers," which seems to mean they steal drugs from

the Yakuza, but don't exactly turn them over to the police. They turn them over to a
local café owner, who gives them tips on where to find the drugs to snatch. Well,
anyway, as odd as that sounds, the plots are actually well done and make more sense
that the preceding sentence or two.

There's a lot of sex in this book. It seems like every drug-lord mob boss has a 15 or 16-
year old boy-toy that Goh is boffing in his spare time, which is copious. Taki is more
amused than appalled by this. Taki is also more annoyed than outraged when Goh
turns his smoldering charms on him. Or jumps him, which happens now and then. Oh,
and they live together. And nothing is going on between them. Yet. For now. Yeah.
But, hey, this is only volume 1.

It's delightful. Lots of action, lots of snappy repartee, lots of sex, and more sex, have I
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mentioned the sex? Great art and a cool translation. You can just hear Starsky, I mean,
Goh, yeah, Goh sweet-talking those chickens into bed. Yay!

As usual, the production values on this DMP title are outstanding. DMP manga are
slightly larger than the usual format, beautifully bound, crystal clear reproduction, and a
lovely dust jacket on each and every book. Digital Manga Publishing, it's wonderful.

Note: I don't know when Amazon will update their information, but this book is
available now, not in 1-3 months.
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Kizuna, Volume 1. The Bonds of Love
Story and art by Kazuma Kodaka
Published by Be Beautiful, a division of Central Park Media.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

This book starts with some very well drawn rough sex. At first it
seems like a rape, but it turns out they just like it rough. Or the
top, Kei (president of the tea ceremony club), has to subdue the
bottom, Ranmaru (Ran [which means chaos, but probably not in
this story], president of the kendo club), because... because...
well, I don't know why, but that's how the book starts. The rest of

their sex scenes are wonderfully sweet and tender. The ensuing calmer sex between
them leads me to believe that a couple of nice dinners, some flowers, a weekend in the
mountains or at the shore, foreplay, and suchlike, would have done the trick just as
well. It would have taken longer to get to the first sex scene, but I guess I'm in the
wrong genre for such thinking.

The antagonist in the story is Kei's younger half brother, Kai (these names annoyed
me a little, but I got over it), who is in love with Ran and makes overtures to Ran in
front of Kei. There's a lot of posturing and feather ruffling over this, but, except for Kai
attacking Kei with a sword, there's no real violence between the half brothers in what is
otherwise a fairly violent story.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?link_code=ur2&camp=1789&tag=gingermayerso-20&creative=9325&path=tg/detail/-/1586649566/qid=1121926762/sr=8-1/ref=sr_8_xs_ap_i1_xgl14?v=glance%26s=books%26n=507846
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Ran seems to be the unlucky one in this volume, as he is in peril several times over
the course of the 196 page story. Interestingly (to me), in one instance, after Kai
rescues Ran from being raped while drugged, Kai then rapes the still drugged Ran
himself. Kei doesn't seem terribly upset about this, so who am I to object? I think these
"happy rapes" in yaoi are wearing me down because they're no longer pissing me off
as much (see the Passion vol 1., and Desire reviews in the Archives [I'm too lazy to
link]). I can't tell if that's good or bad, but it does mean I'm enjoying these manga more
than I used to.

(Meanwhile, children, here in reality, when you say NO, the other person(s) should and
must STOP whatever is going on. I'm not kidding about this; please do not be
confused. The old "your lips say no, but your eyes say yes" line is as much bullshit as it
ever was. End of public service announcement.)

On a second or third reading, I discovered what a funny book this is. The humor is
subtle in the text and the drawing, but the story is so dense, it took me the first or
second reading to really know what was going on, and then a third and more reading
to admire the willowy beefcake and be amused. And, you know, I know the sovereign
nation of Japan has their own unique censorship laws, but I just can't get used to these
blow jobs of, well, nothing. I realize this is probably some personal failing on my part,
but there you have it.

At $16.00 USD a crack, these are expensive little books, too. But, if you like your yaoi
to be YOW-WHEEE, these might be the books for you.

Note: Hot damn, there's an anime of this coming out sometime this year! So there IS
something to look forward to!
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Selfish Love, Volume 1
Story and art by Naduki Koujima
Published by Be Beautiful, a division of Central Park Media.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Okay, the sex, sorry, SEXXX, is in the last four stories at the end,
which are unrelated to the main story, "Selfish Love." So, this
being the kind of review that this is, let me deal with them first.
They're those kind of sex scenes I still call "happy rapes," but in
the yaoi context they're staring to grow on me. Either the sub isn't
fighting too seriously or seriously being hurt, or he puts himself in
a position to have sex with the hunky top, and protest all the

while. Methinks the sub doth protest too much, yea verily, brother. Anyway, these
stories make up for the dearth of sex in the main story, which I will tell you about right
now.

This story is about class warfare. The rich university student, Orito, is trying to buy the
poor university student, Ryuya. It is more complex than that, but mostly this book is
about Orito's pursuit of Ryuya, with the occasional Ryuya-mauling and occasional
glimpse of what a jerk and nice guy Orito is (or could be). Most of the jokes fell flat for
me, some of the story was very sad, but what kept me reading, and will make me seek
out any sequels, was the creepy relationship that does evolve between Orito and
Ryuya. Basically, Orito just runs Ryuya into the ground with his rough and relentless
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http://www.bebeautifulmanga.com/showSeries.cfm?seriesid=3
http://www.centralparkmedia.com/


Archived Entry - 07/21/2005: "Yaoi review: Selfish Love, Volume 1"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000415.htm[4/27/2019 3:21:26 PM]

courting. (Now that I think about it, there nothing but rough and relentless courting in
this title. So it's trend, not a theme.) This intrigued me more than impressed me, but I
would like to see how the sex scenes, if there are any, shake out between Orito and
Ryuya in the sequel(s).

This is a pricy little tome at $16.00 USD a crack, but you get a lot of story and a lot of
sex scenes for that money, so, if you, like me, like this kind of thing this could be the
book for you.
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Agent 44 Art Digest
By Jake Parker
Published by Agent44.com

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I loved Jake Parker's contribution to "Flight 1," and I enjoyed this little
sketchbook very much. It has some great drawings in it, including
sketches for "Flight 1," and a 10-page space age flying girl story. What

could be better than that?

Visit the site, Agent44.com for more artwork. It's worth the time.

Search entries:

 

http://www.agent44.net/shop.htm
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.agent44.net/shop.htm
http://www.agent44.net/shop.htm
http://www.agent44.net/
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/


Archived Entry - 07/20/2005: "Comic review: Agent 44 Art Digest"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000414.htm[4/27/2019 3:21:29 PM]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,

http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 07/20/2005: "Comic review: Agent 44 Art Digest"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000414.htm[4/27/2019 3:21:29 PM]

comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with
your comment and we'll add it.



Archived Entry - 07/20/2005: "Comic review: Daisy Kutter - The Last Train"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000413.htm[4/27/2019 3:21:32 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Gallery review: Avenue 50 Studio - J. Michael Walker"] [Main Index]
[Next entry: "Comic review: Agent 44 Art Digest"]

07/20/2005 Archived Entry: "Comic review: Daisy Kutter - The
Last Train"

Daisy Kutter - The Last Train
by Kazu Kibuishi
Published by Viper Comics

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Once I got over the shock of robots in the Old West and Daisy
Kutter's weird hair-do, I really enjoyed this book. I mean, who
isn't a sucker for an independent blonde babe retired train-
robber, gunslinger in an Old West that contains killer robots
guarding trains?

The plot is classic: retired outlaw Daisy Kutter settles down and
opens a dry goods store in some generic western town (that has robots [no, I don't
know why, but it works]). She reluctantly accepts one last train robbing job, but with a
hitch: she's robbing the train at owner's request and being well paid to do it. Of course
things go right and things go wrong and many things are not what they seem. I won't
spoil it for you, but the action scenes will keep you on the edge of your seat and the
ending will make you misty.

Buy this thing, you'll love it.

And now Mayerson gets bitchy and personal; read no further if you're the sensitive,
delicate type: I enjoyed this review copy given to me by the creator of "Daisy Kutter"

http://www.marsimport.com/display_comic.php?ID=8813&affiliateID=20
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MUCH more than I enjoyed meeting the creator, Kazu Kibuishi. Maybe I'm being too
hard on the guy, but I think he could have been more gracious when I said that I liked
"Flight 1" enough to buy a copy for myself (it got a good review by another reviewer
[look in the Archives, I'm too lazy to link]), and that I didn't review "Flight 2," which I
also bought, because I thought the content and overall book were weak due to the fact
that, unlike "Flight 1," most of the stories were not about, well, flight. So then KK says,
they (the stories) weren't supposed to be about flight. Huh, sez I, but the first volume
held together so beautifully because it was thematic. But, sez he, the first volume
wasn't supposed to be about flight. And then his cell phone rang before I could ask:
THEN WHY WAS IT CALLED "FLIGHT"?! At that point I gave up, exchanged a few
pleasant words with one of the nice guys at the table, and dusted. I still like Kibuishi's
work and will continue to follow it, but I hope I never ever meet the guy again.

Replies: 4 comments

i can imagine that kazu's situation was one of an un-intentional pigeonhole, but i
suppose his response and the timing were not the best for deep discussion of the
issue.

regardless, as Amazon's Editorial review suggests:

"Most of the stories in this gorgeous color anthology are about flying, but the title also
refers to its contributors starting to take wing."

cheers, --ian

Posted by oldman_ian @ 07/24/2005 08:58 AM PST

Thanks, Ian. I withdraw my problem with the name because I checked my copy of
"Flight 1," and there's an essay-like thing at the end by Scott McCloud that explains it. I
either missed it or forgot about it.

Ginger

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 07/24/2005 12:06 PM PST

heh :)
I still feel that the second collection, while being a fun project, still didn't gel as well. i
think that the large size goes against it. but, since i also have a large project to
manage, i can't really speak :) it's good to give a chance to work and be recognized to
your friends.

Posted by oldman_ian @ 07/24/2005 08:42 PM PST

Due to the horrors of comment spam, comments on this entry are closed. Please send
your comments via http://liheliso.com/contactLHLS.html if you'd like to leave one.
Thanks.

Posted by Editor @ 08/20/2005 08:10 PM PST
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Archived Entry - 07/20/2005: "Comic review: Daisy Kutter - The Last Train"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000413.htm[4/27/2019 3:21:32 PM]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,

http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 07/20/2005: "Comic review: Daisy Kutter - The Last Train"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000413.htm[4/27/2019 3:21:32 PM]

comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with
your comment and we'll add it.



Archived Entry - 07/20/2005: "Gallery review: Avenue 50 Studio - J. Michael Walker"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000412.htm[4/27/2019 3:21:36 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "An Interview with J. Michael Walker"] [Main Index] [Next entry:
"Comic review: Daisy Kutter - The Last Train"]

07/20/2005 Archived Entry: "Gallery review: Avenue 50 Studio
- J. Michael Walker"

Mermaids Spotted in L.A.
Gallery review by Paul Evans

Geisha mermaids, that is...And they can be seen through August
7 at Avenue 50 Studio in Highland Park. The artist, J. Michael
Walker, offers us a glimpse into his visionary world of these
curious hybrid seductresses.

The paintings on view, according to Walker, are meant to honor
women. Initially, one may view these works as lighthearted,
playful narratives but there might be more at work here. Walker’s
process is quite simple and he succeeds in making large works

on canvas look more like intimate pen and ink drawings. The geisha mermaids and
accompanying narrative are painted in black over an apocalyptic color-field under-
paint (greens, yellows, and reds). It’s an effective and no nonsense device. The
ubiquitous black forces the viewer to contend with or contemplate the protagonist in
Walker’s stories.

Conventionally, we imagine mermaids as illusionary sirens, luring
sailors with the promise of love but leaving them to their demise
in the depths of the sea. Geishas, by contrast, are usually
earthbound, relegated to special districts and trained to
“entertain” men. Like mermaids, geishas convey the illusion of
the ideal or perfect woman but ended up as temporary
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companions to many men. In Walker’s temptresses, these
disparate environments, qualities and conditions commingle in
suggestive and disorienting ways.

That being said, one can perhaps view these works as salvations. Why does he
choose to combine these two archetypes? I would like to believe both the mermaids
and geishas have learned a thing or two. By combining them here, they are now über-
women. All past discretions vanished, the geisha mermaids can now live freely;
catching up on some much needed summer reading, enjoying a massage from a
friendly octopus (perhaps this monster of the sea has received some comeuppance?),
or even a drive along the pacific coast highway. Walker successfully takes a tricky
subject matter and makes us question stereotypes and human behavior. He also
reminds us that sometimes it’s ok to just relax and enjoy ourselves a little.

Enjoy yourself by visiting Avenue 50 Studio at 131 N. Avenue 50, Highland Park, CA
90042, 323-258-1435, Tues through Thurs 10:00am to 12:00 noon; Sat and Sun
10:00am to 4:00pm

Las Geisha Mermaids runs through August 7 HELD OVER to August 21.

Paul Evans is a Los Angeles based artist and freelance writer.
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Interview with J. Michael Walker

J. Michael Walker is a Los Angeles-based artist whose work is
grounded in his decades-long immersion in the rural Mexican
culture into which he married over twenty-five years ago. He is
the recipient of more than a dozen grants, artist residencies,
fellowships, and public art commissions; and has participated in
more than eighty-five exhibitions in the United States and
Mexico, including solo shows at the David Rockefeller Center for
Latin American Art, at Harvard University; el Museo Nacional de
Culturas Populares, in Mexico City; and the Arkansas Arts

Center. He is also a California Humanities Scholar. He very kindly gave this interview
via email to Ginger Mayerson of J LHLS and Kathy Gallegos of Avenue 50 Studio in
July of 2005.

Ginger Mayerson: What are you working on these days?

J. Michael Walker: Around mid-March I completed the latest installment of my
ongoing public art project, "All the Saints of the City of the Angels", which is a poetic
and visual exploration of the cultural heritage of Los Angeles. At that point I wanted to
try something different -- and that certainly is what occurred. I brought a dozen or so
large square canvases into my studio and began envisioning a theme to paint. I had
recently been spending quite a bit of time listening -- and I would emphasize "listening"
-- to my close female friends as they spoke of what they're going through, what they
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like and dislike, what they put up with and are tired of, what they wish they were doing,
etc. All those thoughts and sentiments somehow coalesced into this strange but
charming hybrid of the Geisha Mermaid, who became the focus of (so far) 20 paintings.

As an artist I work intuitively, but analyzing it, I think that the elegance an erudition of
geishas married with the freedom and earth-connectedness of mermaids helped
create a thematic voice for a lot of what I heard my women friends expressing. I've just
fallen in love with Geisha Mermaids -- and I am deeply moved by the positive response
they have elicited in others, and in women in particular.

JMW: Over the years I have concentrated in works on paper, chiefly in a technique I
developed of drawing with color pencils to create a surface impression of oil painting.
For the "All the Saints" series I taught myself to paint with Sumi ink and bamboo brush
-- which I love for its improvisational draftsman-like immediacy. I have also worked a bit
in ceramics (I created a large ceramic tile mural for the Weingart Center, on San Pedro
Street, in Skid Row). And, for the Autry Museum's upcoming exhibition on Yosemite, I
created a large digital photo print. Regardless, I consider myself to be a dibujante,
someone who draws.

GM: Did you have formal training in art or are you self-taught?

JMW: There are certainly moments when I wish that I did have formal art training!
Much as I longed to attend art school fresh out of high school, that was not a financial
option for me. My alternative was to educate myself, eventually acquiring hundreds of
art books, and buying myself a box of color pencils and teaching myself how to use
them. That said, I believe there are real advantages -- along with the obvious
disadvantages - to being self-taught: perhaps the principal advantage is not
confronting a deterring voice.

GM: What artists or art periods, if any, do you feel have influenced or inspired your
work?

JMW: My influences range widely. Since forever I have loved the
work of the so-called Flemish Primitives, such as Gerard David,
Hans Memling, Petrus Christus, and so forth. Similarly, I really
identify with the painters of the Mexican Virreinal, such as Miguel
Cabrera, Jose de Paez, the dozens of anonymous authors of
crowned nun portraits, and so on. Early Spanish, Flemish, Irish
and German illuminated manuscripts are glorious treasures, as
are the woodblock prints of some of the Japanese Ukiyo-e
artists, such as Utamaro, Hiroshige, and Hokusai. I am humbled
by the work of self-taught artists, like Howard Finster, Gertrude Morgan, Rev, Mary
LeRavin, and dozens more too marvelous to believe. And I love the primitive graphic
arts of the Americas, such as broadsides, engraved holy images, and early advertising.
I could go on: tintypes, glass slides and stereoviews; Mexican folk art; African masks
and Benin sculptures…

GM: What do you consider the most important aspects and experiences in your
development as an artist?

JMW: I think every opportunity to exhibit or to create work for a commission or
installation affords an opportunity for growth. I relish the chance to work in a media
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which is new to me, for I find I develop a new visual style in response to the materials.
This has been the case with my work as I've moved, over the years, from color pencil
on paper, to Sumi ink and acrylic wash on paper or canvas; to ceramic glazes; to
linoleum prints and lithography; to ceramic tile murals; to digital photography; etc.

Also, I've come to see it as a blessing -- however unwished for -- that I've labored in
relative obscurity, so that I've not experienced the pressure that other artists face, of
being stylistically or thematically consistent.

GM: How has your personal and artistic background influenced your art?

JMW: I doubt anything has influenced my work as much as personal experience, from
growing up in Little Rock, Arkansas, at the tail-end of segregation; to living in rural
Mexico off and on for several years, and marrying into the culture there; to immersing
myself in the imagery and traditions of Mexican Catholicism; to having an incredibly
supportive, intelligent and fun wife; to moving to Los Angeles and slowly falling under
its spell; to becoming the father of an extraordinarily gifted and goodhearted son; and
probably a number of other experiences I've not yet singled out as influential.

Kathy Gallegos: Does your culture or the Chicano culture here in Los Angeles have
any influence in your art?

JMW: Soon as I stepped foot into la Sierra Tarahumara -- the region people here tend
to know as the Copper Canyon -- thirty-odd years ago, I felt like I had come home for
the first time. I was spiritually and culturally transformed by the experience; and that
profound and positive impact has been everlasting. In the same way that a person from
another land can come to the U.S. and find themselves truly a hybrid of the two
cultures, I found the same to be my experience, as so much of what I came to
intimately know in rural Mexico seeped deep into my heart and soul. Oddly, I feel more
like an immigrant here than when I am in Mexico.

That said, I have almost always found that the artists, writers and other intellectuals of
the Chicano and Latino communities here in Los Angeles have treated me as "one of
them." No one seems to question my right to express myself in the way that I do, as an
essentially culturally Latino artist (if, perhaps, of "immigrant" status). I think my art
speaks for itself.

GM: What are the most important aspects and experiences in your practice of art
now?

JMW: For at least a decade now, most of my art has been woman-centered, which is
to say that I try to portray women in such a way so that their interior beauty is conveyed
together with their exterior beauty. As well, I have been laboring for over five years now
on artworks that explore the cultural heritage of Los Angeles, because I find our history
here to be quite compelling, a rich vein to tap into for narrative and symbolic pieces,
and, of course, illuminating in the ways that such art might address contemporary
situations.

Together with those thematic concerns, I find I increasingly welcome the intrusions of
chance into my work. Telephone calls while I'm drawing or painting away in the studio
often provide an unexpected yet influential opportunity to reconsider the direction of a
piece. Similarly, I am always attentive to the chance comment from someone I
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encounter while I'm working on a painting or drawing; I never know when something
said ill find its way into guiding my approach when I return to the studio to work. The
music I listen to while working also definitely impacts the work. And, of course, the
most exciting moments for me as artist are when I disappear; become a vessel for the
painting, and permit it to happen without my conscious intervention.

GM: Are there any shows in the LA area or elsewhere you've seen lately that have had
an impact on you?

JMW: I'm truly a terrible person to ask this question, because I am so utterly reluctant
to leave the studio to visit museums and galleries. Unfortunately, galleries and
museums tend to be open during the same hours I consider to be my studio "work
hours" -- from 9 to 5 -- and I am reticent to take time away from the studio for that. It
would be easier to recall exhibitions I did not see which I truly meant to see: chief
among these would be the recent show down in San Diego, of 2000 years of Mexican
portraiture. I can't believe I never took the time to drive down to see that, but I was too
busy working on my Geisha Mermaids.

There is what must be incredible exhibition of work by Basquiat opening now at MOCA
and I hope I take the tie to drink that one in. I believe Basquiat is one of the truly
inspired draftsmen of the 20th century: there is such an extraordinarily broad and
profound richness to his work, thematically, culturally, and visually. In a sense, almost
everything that preceded Basquiat appears on some level in his paintings and
drawings; it is really remarkable.

KG: If you could talk with younger artists, how would you explain the role of inspiration
and self-discipline? And, which is more important?

JMW: I think it all comes down to passion. If you have a passion for something -- like
art -- then both inspiration and self-discipline will find their ways into your soul and your
work. It truly baffles me when I consider that other people sometimes do not have a
passion for something. I have always known -- literally, always -- that I am an artist, so
there was never any question in my mind that I was placed on earth to create art --
even if the kinds of art that I might create at a given point in time is at odds with the art
I would create earlier or later in life.

I'm a great believer in silence; I try to create quiet sorts of "openings" for ideas and
concepts to enter my forethought, or for images to catch my eye and suggest an
approach. Similarly, when I find myself stuck on the next step to take in a piece I'm
working on, I sleep. That isn't a very evolved notion, perhaps, but I find that if I lie on
the studio floor and sleep for, say, five minutes, "I" get out of the way somehow, and
my subconscious resolves the issue or conflict. I awake refreshed and the direction is
clear.

Working frequently over the years on very time-consuming drawings has given me a
different approach to time as well. Many of my drawings in color pencil on paper are
quite large and take months to complete -- four years ago I created a seven feet high
by ten feet wide drawing for Seattle University that took six months to complete. Not
only did the aforementioned silences, naps, and interruptions find their way into my
work habits, I also learned that I should take advantage of every given moment to
work. This meant that, if I only had twenty minutes one day to draw, I would go into my
studio and draw on the piece for twenty minutes: I wouldn't complain that it was too
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little time to accomplish anything. And it worked -- I developed a real appreciation for
time and opportunities to work.

GM: What are you reading and/or listening to these days?

JMW: Much as I love both poetry and fiction, I must confess that most of my reading
directly relates to my art. Therefore, I mainly read nonfiction reference material,
principally about Southern California history and, another of my longtime passions, the
representation of people of color in art and other imagery. I've been reading "Lands of
Promise and Despair," a collection of articles, journals and essays about other peoples'
experiences of California up to the United States takeover; and an interesting book
called "Colored Pictures", about the depiction of blacks in popular media in the US up
to the early twentieth century. I am always reading nineteenth century travel books
about Southern California (I've acquired a little collection), and they are invariably
fascinating and depressingly racist. Most recently I've been reading books about
geishas and Ukiyo-e prints, in relation to my Geisha Mermaids series. Oh, and haiku.

Musically, there tends to be a bit of a soundtrack I associate with each body of work I
create. For most of the Geisha Mermaids series I listened to Coldplay, Beck's Sea
Change, a couple of Joseph Arthur albums, a great collaboration between Jan
Garbarek and the Hilliard Ensemble, and this wonderful singer-songwriter I recently
discovered, Angela Correa. I am particularly excited about Angela because her writing
and music are so singular, and because she has agreed to perform a concert in honor
of las Geisha Mermaids, at Avenue 50 Studio, on July 29. That will be fabulous!

GM and KG: Thank you, Michael.

JMW: My pleasure. Thanks for your interest.

Mr. Walker has a show of paintings at Avenue 50 Studio, 131 N. Ave 50, in Highland
Park until August 7 HELD OVER to August 21. Please call 323-258-1435 for gallery
hours or visit the website at www.Avenue50Studio.com.
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An Interview with Molly Crabapple

Molly Crabapple is a New York-based artist, model, and dancer. She very kindly gave
artist, illustrator, photographer, comic book, and graphic novel creator Molly Kiely, who did
J LHLS a huge favor (because Ginger Mayerson really knows how to beg), this interview in
July of 2005. We here at J LHLS thank them both from the bottom of our editorial hearts.

Molly Kiely: First of all, Crab Apple or Cra' Bopple? What inspired you to choose a
pseudonym? I know my mom wished for years that I used one, but it never occurred to me.
(But then my name is already Molly…)

Molly Crabapple: Crab-Apple. No relation to the Simpsons teacher!

I got my pseudonym when I was living in Paris. My boyfriend of the time, a playwright
liberally plagiarizing from Sheridan, made a character after me. The disreputable lass hangs from a gibbet by act
three.

He named her Molly Crabapple, because, like me, he didn't think her very sweet.

MK: What did you learn in your Mediterranean travels that you've applied to your art in a significant way, that
you didn't learn in art school?

MC: I learned to draw while traveling. Traveling gives you large chunks of free time and an intimate
acquaintance with boredom (think 32 hour bus rides). To keep myself busy, I got a fancy sketchbook, and
started doodling. I drew everywhere- in squares, on trains, to thank people who had given me a place to sleep.
Sometimes, I drew six or seven hours a day. An art school I know says everyone has ten thousand bad drawings
in them. I got a lot of those drawings done with in Europe- and made some fine ones as well.
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But being a broke kid with a backpack teaches you more than pen technique. Traveling gave me a PhD in wile,
guile, cunning, and skullduggery. On the road, I've done just about everything to save a buck. I snuck into
Spanish parks to steal oranges. I begged butter off of restaurants and bread from bakeries. I slept in hotel
kitchens, snuck into mosques, bought books with rocks (very significant rocks, mind you), and haggled harder
and more vindictively than any vendor of designer Gucci knock-offs.

This is the best training for running a small business that I know.

MK: I'm a visual artist, but most of my profound creative influences weren't. You mention being inspired to live in
Paris by Anais Nin. Who are your other non-visual artist inspirations?

MC: I grew up an obsessive reader of biographies. Two major inspirations? Richard Burton, the first Westerner
to sneak into Mecca, is responsible for a lot of my Middle Eastern tomfoolery. Not to mention two years spent
studying Arabic.

I also love Oscar Wilde. Not only is he arch and witty and incisive, but he's also someone who became famous
ten years before he did anything more noteworthy than walking around in velvet breaches. I don't consider Wilde
a gay martyr so much as a martyr to the myth of celebrity. My favorite Wilde story is The Remarkable Rocket, a
satire on self importance by a very self-important man. …

In real life, my friend A.V. Phibes, owner of EvilKid Productions, is proof that you can make art, make money,
stay sharp, and have an office full of hunky personal assistants.

MK: I live in the southwest, where Southwest Art runs rampant. Particularly ghastly to me are the romantic
"noble savage" portraits painted in full neon colors. This is beyond kitsch, totally false. Similarly, many images of
burlesque dancers are glorified and lovely. I'm guilty of this myself -- I draw a little, and the girls are usually cute
and perfect. But, do you have any desire to show the downside of this life? I'm thinking particularly of a journal
entry of yours describing waking up with caked makeup and black rimmed eyes...

MC: Pretty girl art is great. I've got a Rion Vernon calendar on my wall, filled with big eyed, big busted cartoon
cheesecake. But sometimes, after go-go dancing, when you're schlepping to the subway at 3 am in fake
eyelashes and hooker heels, you feel less like cheesecake and more like ground up meat. I want my work to
show the aching backs, the fake smiles, the low wages, the greasepaint and the sweat of performance as well as
the tassels and sequins.

MK: Your marketing is very focused -- I particularly love your Street Team. I've come to the point where I just
can't draw if there are dollar signs attached to it or it's someone else's idea. Is there a difference in quality of or
your approach to your work for hire and your own creative work? How do you compartmentalize "I'm doing this to
eat" and "my muse is calling"? Is there a difference?

MC: First off- I love illustration work. I love getting paid to draw. And I love drawing in my
style, irregardless of the subject.

But illustration is different than fine art. When I'm drawing for myself, I experiment. I don't
care so much about keeping a consistent style, or if, while stippling, I leave a big ink splot
on the page. I can work around that.

With a client, I'm hired to create, in a specific style, by a specific deadline, the client's idea. If the client has good
ideas, this is fun, and expands your repertoire. But if the client has bad ideas… Fortunately, most of my clients
know my strengths and give assignments that suit my sort of snarky, very Victorian way of wielding a pen.

But, would I give up illustration, with all it's awful clients, for a life of waiting tables in artistic purity? Not on your
life.
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I think the idea of artistic poverty is one of the ways galleries keep artists down. If we shouldn't be doing this for
the money, then why should we protest high commissions or asked to be paid on time? I'm more inspired by
Salvador Dali's model of an artist as a good businessman. It wasn't for nothing Breton called him Avida Dollars.

MK: Can you expound a bit on kitsch and artifice, and the appeal it holds for you?

MC: I don't know if kitsch is my thing, but, in grandiose moods, I see myself as artifice's defender. Artifice- or
lying- is the basis of Western art. We take an honest piece of paper, and through trickery we show palaces and
tigers, courtesans and teddy bears. There's a reason the Bible banned graven images. They're dishonest.
Representational art, novels, performing arts- for me these are black magic. Even Keene paintings have a whiff
of sulfur.

That's the hoity-toity reason. Here's the visceral one. Despite not having a performing bone in my body, I love
showbiz. I love sitting in the sweaty upstairs dressing room at the Knitting Factory and painting myself a new
face. I love how, onstage, you create an entirely different self in the same way you create a canvas. I love how
stage garments reshape of the body. I love the cinch of a corset. I love the power of being what you're not.

I love how a good photograph doesn't so much as capture a moment as invent one -- a moment far more
poignant and symbolic than the one when the picture was taken.

So, I like artifice cause it's the basis of what I do. And I like it cause it's fun.

MK: Most of your work -- just what I've seen on your website -- is very cheeky, and really, G-rated. If I had kids,
they could look at your work (which is probably why I shouldn't have kids). But I would imagine that the
adventures you had during your travels are a bit more edgy and dark. The Turkish prison must have been
stressful at the very least. Do you use any of those elements in your work? Is there an angry Molly Crabapple?

MC: Humor's one of the great virtues in my little pen and ink world. Where other people might denounce, I poke
fun. But I am a sharp-tongued little git, and some of my favorite pieces reflect this. In Dinner Party, two twins
conspire to poison an aristocratic lecher. One distracts him with her boobs while the other pours the arsenic. I
got my start drawing for porn mags, and some of my erotic pictures are my meanest. In one, a Rococo girl goes
down on a masked aristocrat. The banner reads, "In Society, Lulu wondered, is it more important to save face or
give it."

Other pictures deal with women growing old and dying, with useless rich and drudging poor, with making a living
appealing to really unappealing men... I just draw them with a funny, detailed pen.

MK: Evil onions, drunken clowns, tapeworm stripteasers: do you have any interest in children's books? Do you
write stories?

MC: I write lots of stories. Or, more accurately, I talk about writing lots of stories. I've done complete illustrations
for "Nine Naughty Tales of Old New York," nine interlocking stories of how an ambitious showgirl, a drunk
reporter, a fake mystic and two forces of history lead to the Astor House burning down on the eve of 1901. Have
I written these tales? Nope. Do I earnestly plan to? Yep.

More reliably, I write a series of essays on the jittery highs and comic depths of working as a nude model. Since I
don't model much anymore, I write more about high-falutin things like objectification and artifice, and less about
old men having heart attacks on me. My dream is to turn Confessions of a Naked Model into an illustrated
column. Do you hear me, Playboy?

And I'd love to do a children's book. In fact, I have one all planned out...

MK: Do you ever work in three dimensions? There's almost a Rube Goldberg-esque quality to your drawing.
Rube meets Niki de St. Phalle. This is more of an observation than a question, but I am curious. Plus, the idea of
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you in a French Maid outfit wielding an arc welder is intriguing.

MC: I've done a lot of hand bound books- mostly to give as gifts. A few years ago, for the
Terrible Toy Fair at CBGB's 313, I made a series paper dolls called A Paper Tart's
Progress. Through changes in outfits, our heroine, Mimi, goes from a Moulin Rouge
chorine to a high-paid mistress, only to turn artist's model and die for love. It comes with a
little drawing of a bloodstained handkerchief that attaches to Mimi's hand.

I love artists books, and have plans to start making some limited editions.

And then, being an altruist, I provided Molly Crabapple brand hot pants to the Gotham Girls
Roller Derby. Does that count as 3-D?

MK: You have carte blanche at your favorite art supply store. What brands do you favor --
what would you buy?

MC: Wow, I'm excited now! I buy lots of really thick, creamy Aquabee paper, the kind with a little bit of tooth.
Fresh pen nibs with very fine tips, sharp as razors. Dr. Martin's black India ink and concentrated watercolors
(they come with an eyedropper). Mechanical pencils. And a few insane purchases-like Chinese ink brushes or
lithography stones- for arts that I never intend to master but seem so yummy in the store.

MK: I carry my art supplies in a Chinese silk brocade box. I like my tools to be in a lovely case and I have an
antique desk I draw at -- it helps set the mood. Do you just pick up and draw anywhere, or do you have a special
place in your home? Do you listen to music while you draw?

MC: I like to draw at cafes with a bunch of friends. The art I do is tedious- lots of tiny, curly lines. But when I'm
chatting and guzzling espresso, the ink seems to fly over the paper. Coffee's my constant companion. At home, I
draw at my living room table with incense burning. Sometimes, I smoke a hookah.

I want a Chinese silk box…

MK: Your fascination with burlesque and Victoriana is evident. What are your current burgeoning interests --
what can we expect next? Postmodern? Jazz baby?

MC: I've started looking at early 19th century American poster art. You know, poster art before they got the hang
of it. It's creepy and stiff and overly detailed with lots of windy text. All the children look like midgets. I'm
convinced that, given their ridiculous literalism and hallucinatory detail, Central Lithography Co, must have been
huffing printers ink.

I love old illustrated ephemera -- matchbooks, cigar boxes, ticket stubs. It reminds me of a time when art was
part of everyday life. I'd like to start designing some myself- both for gallery shows and actual use.

Being a burlesque girl, I spend lots of time in Coney Island . I danced in the Mermaid Ball and have a piece
hanging in the Coney Island Museum. And, being surrounded by these disreputable sideshow types, I picked up
a few tricks. I can eat fire and hammer a nail up my nose. No, these don't help at job interviews. Yet.

MK: Since this is a literary journal, could you give me a reading list? What books have spoken to you and
lingered? If I want to understand what's it like to be you, what should I read?

MC: The entire Sandman series, Crimson Petal and the White, Circus of Dr. Lao, Complete Works of Dorothy
Parker, How to Survive and Prosper as an Artist, Secrets of the Flesh -- Life of Colette, Varieties of Religious
Experience, The Rubaiyat, Elleman's biography of Oscar Wilde, Teach Yourself Turkish (I've forgotten most of
it), good biography of Richard Burton, League of Extraordinary Gentlemen, Tart's Progress.
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MK: When I'm interviewed, I'm generally disappointed in the questions. What question didn't I ask you about
your art that you would have loved to answer? And what's the answer?

MC: This is one of the best interviews I've ever gotten to answer. But you could have at least asked me how it
feels to be the greatest artist of the 21st century, an Olympic cyclist, and save orphans in my spare time.

Don't worry. I forgive you.

MK: Ha! Thank you, Molly.
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Wonderland Scents
By Black Phoenix Alchemy Lab

A perfume review by Kathryn Ramage (with some assistance from Kay Ramage)

According to their Web site, the Black Phoenix Alchemy Lab specializes "in formulating
intriguing, compelling body and household blends with a dark, romantic Gothic tone."
Their featured products "run the aesthetic gamut of magickal [sic], pagan and
mythological blends, Renaissance, Medieval and Victorian formulas, and horror/Gothic-
themed scents."

Among the esoteric potions produced by these modern-day alchemists are perfumes
inspired by literary allusions. Browsing through the Web site's pages, which are
decorated by grisly medieval woodcuts and Aubrey Beardsley illustrations, one can find
perfumes with names like "Grand Guignol" and "Penny Dreadful," the recent line of
Lovecraftian "Springtime in Arkham" scents (I was extremely amused and very much
tempted by the Gibbering Madness gift pack), and the Alice in Wonderland-themed set
titled "Mad Tea Party" that I chose to sample for this review.

Since my mother was visiting when the "Mad Tea Party" perfume samples arrived, she
had to give them a try, and occasionally offer an opinion; I've included her comments
with my own. The descriptions of the perfumes quoted below are taken from the Black
Phoenix Web site at www.blackphoenixalchemylab.com

http://liheliso.org/
http://blackphoenixalchemylab.com/
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Alice. This is a pleasant, girlishly delicate scent of "milk and honey with rose,
carnation and bergamot" that seems appropriately named. Mom and I agreed that my
young nieces, who range in age from 5 to 10, would probably like it and, of the sample
set, it's one of my favorites. I've worn it on several occasions since its arrival,
particularly with pink.

The Caterpillar. "Heavy incense notes waft lazily through a mix of carnation,
jasmine, bergamot, and neroli over a lush bed of dark mosses, iris blossom, deep
patchouli and indolent vetiver." Heavy, indeed! This scent was a bit too pungently
powerful for my tastes; I think it's the patchouli that overwhelms.

The Dormouse. This perfume is composed of "four teas brushed with light herbs
and a breath of peony." I'm not certain what teas and herbs are involved in its making,
but I found the scent of this to be oddly reminiscent of dish-washing soap.

Mad Hatter. This is a "gentlemen's lavender-citron cologne unhinged by the feral
pungence of black musk and a paroxysm of pennyroyal." Gentlemanly, yes, but I like it
too. I've gotten comments on it the couple of times I've worn it but no one, not even
Mom, thought it was too butch for a woman to use in small doses.

The Queen of Hearts. This is a sweet and old-fashioned, ladylike perfume, made
of "Lily of the Valley, Calla Lily, [and] stephanotis" with "a drop of cherry." It's very nice
if you like lilies. Mom, however, thought it was "too sweet."

The Unicorn is made of "linden blossoms, white flowers, and a touch of sweet
herbs." It's another favorite of mine -- strong, but sweet, warm, and comfortingly
familiar with a sort of minty tang to it. ("Like toothpaste," said Mom; I suspect she didn't
like it as much as I did.)

White Rabbit. This perfume of "black tea and milk with white pepper, ginger, honey
and vanilla, spilled over the crisp scent of clean linen" has a scent similar to "Alice," if a
bit stronger and more complex. Mom didn't like it as much as "Alice," but she doesn't
share my fondness for the scent of vanilla.
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Ghost Wars: The Secret History of the CIA, Afghanistan, and Bin
Laden, From the Soviet Invasion to September 10, 2001
By Steve Coll
Published by Penguin Press

Review by Richard Mellott

The title makes reading the book anti-climactic, but the details
are interesting. In this "Day of the Jackal" inspired life we are all
living, as we conduct our lives here in the West Coast Bull's Eye,
the townies are always speculating about the new stranger in
town. Our Cowboy Nation, led by Trail Boss Bush, got
bushwhacked a while back, and we're still looking for the varmint

what done it. What you don't know is that the Sheriff was in on it, having at one time
hired this gang of thugs to clean out a bunch of rustlers on the other side of the Big
Valley. Sorry, I digress into fantasy... or do I?

Steve Coll, the managing editor at the Washington Post, has written a historically
accurate rehash of the foreign policy and events that led up to 9/11, based on many
documents, interviews, and personal experiences as the Post's South Asia bureau
chief between 1989-92. He also cites many interviews and the writings of other
journalists published in the arena of the discussion of Afghanistan and the Middle East.
The 90 pages of notes and acknowledgments of persons both named and unnamable
give credibility to his thoroughness. The book's 576 pages make this no simple feat to
digest, yet I found it extremely valuable, and the time and effort pay off many dividends

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?link_code=ur2&camp=1789&tag=gingermayerso-20&creative=9325&path=tg/detail/-/1594200076/qid=1121749163/sr=8-2/ref=pd_bbs_2?v=glance%26s=books%26n=507846
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to the diligent reader.

This 1990 Pulitzer Prize winning author for explanatory journalism has spent his life
and time to help us understand the workings of our government, as it promoted first
one faction, then another, in the fight against the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan. He
then describes the workings of the CIA, mostly under the direction of George Tenet,
and helps us to understand the complexities of the foreign policies of our past four
presidents. This run-up to the War on Terrorism, which describes the players on the
both sides of the aisle, shows how the situation got out of control in our intelligence
agencies and foreign policy. The idiom, "too many chiefs and not enough Indians..."
was invented with this political quagmire in mind.

While "Ghost Wars" is a basically non-partisan look at the workings of governments,
both ours and those of the major players in the Middle East, it has you rooting for the
mavericks in the CIA who advocated Lethal Force strikes against Bin Laden years
before anyone in Kansas knew his name. If you understand how Hamid Karzai came
to power in Afghanistan, then you may understand how his arch-rival, Massoud, got
iced by Sheriff Osama the day before 9/11. If you're an amateur war games strategist,
like most of us are now trained covertly by the news, you'll thrill to the plans of
capturing Bin Laden, and agonize with the what-if crowd. For those of us who sat out
the various 20th Century Wars for moral reasons, you will be able to talk at length of
how international animosity is developed, nurtured, and brought to fruition by dedicated
professionals. Buy this book, and I'd be willing to bet the ranch you'll be somewhat
cynical when the Trail Boss asks for new hands to help with the round-up. To quote
one of my favorite childhood songs from when I used to want to play cowboy, "Get
along little doggie, It's your misfortune, and none of my own." Sorry, guess I watched
too much Gun Smoke when I was a kid.
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The Never-Ending Battle
Written by Roger Stern
Published by Pocket Star Books

Review by Jack Shaver and Kelly Taylor

It's important to note right out of the gate that reading a comic
book has as much in common with sitting back and watching a
movie as with reading pure prose. That comics are a visual
medium has everything to do with the flamboyant appearance of
the characters, and the power fantasy elements of super heroics.
There's no reason that a story about a flying man CAN'T work as
prose, of course, but watching a man fly has a simple immediacy
that reading a description of flying rarely matches. Similarly,

reading is a more intellectual activity than watching; thus, visual mediums are far more
likely to portray action and spectacle- requiring an increased suspension of belief.

"The Never-Ending Battle" is a specimen of a hybridization process near as odd as that
imagined by the creators of the peanut-butter/banana sandwich. It is a novel about
comic book characters. When an author transfers comic book characters to the novel
format there is something lost. Along with the artwork goes that special sense of
immediacy; an author can write about someone getting punched but a picture of
someone getting punched has effortless visceral impact that prose requires great skill
to convey. However, in today's world of the $3.00 comic books that can be read in five

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?link_code=ur2&camp=1789&tag=gingermayerso-20&creative=9325&path=tg/detail/-/0743417143/qid=1121748346/sr=8-1/ref=pd_bbs_1?v=glance%26s=books%26n=507846
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minutes, a novelized comic certainly holds the potential for delivering more bang for the
fanboy's buck.

Roger Stern, author of "Never-Ending Battle" makes the transition from comic to novel
fairly well. He exploits one of the primary benefits afforded by the switch to novel
format by taking advantage of the room it provides for character development. Comic
books are much briefer, more concise, and more action-oriented. A comic book, for
example, could never spare the space Stern took to portray the trip Superman and
Flash take from Alaska after the completion of a mission, all the while reminiscing
about the Justice League and their shared Midwestern roots. One of Stern's strengths
is his ability to blend characterization seamlessly into action. He has a strong sense of
who these heroes are, and an ability to recreate their voices. If you know these
characters from the comic books, you will recognize them in this novel. Their
personalities shine through with a sense of authenticity in their actions and in dialogue
such as the joking byplay between Superman and Flash. Superman is consistently a
descent guy with super powers. Batman is very focused on his work. The Flash is a
goof, but not the caricature he is on the current cartoon. The Martian Man Hunter is…
well, an alien who loves his adopted Planet, its people, and its Oreos…

Only Stern's characterization of Wonder Woman seems flat. She shows up and does
her job, but Stern provides no little moments that let her unique personality shine
through.

Stern's storyline also takes advantage of the more relaxed pace of novels. Stern
devotes the bulk of the book to showing the heroes doing what would have to be the
work-a-day grind for superheroes -- saving villages from volcanoes and other perils.
The Justice League is involved in rescue operation in Alaska. The Martian Man Hunter
fights a fire -- even though his weakness is fire. The Flash digs victims out of a freak
blizzard. Superman tows ships safely into port out of an unnatural fog. The Green
Lantern stops a tsunami. Rescue is one of the most virtuous, morally unambiguous,
things a superhero can do…. and it isn't very interesting to watch. That's why comic
books are almost always about people punching other people. Watching Superman
plug a volcano ultimately isn't very interesting. It's a mark of Stern's skill that he is able
to carry off devoting so much of his story to the "everyday" lives of his super-
protagonists.

There is super villain behind all the mayhem, of course. If you have the misfortune to
read the back cover blurb of this novel, fear not, the villain isn't Evil Dr. Turban Man
and his gang of Islamic super-terrorists. The book is in no way the heavy-handed
commentary on the current geopolitical situation its own publicity makes it out to be.
Purveyors of escapist fantasies should learn from the example of the Zindi storyline
that killed ENTERPRISE; if we wanted to be reminded so blatantly of nastiness going
on in the real world, we wouldn't be watching space operas.

The main villain IS recognizably a terrorist, of sorts, but an established bad guy. The
identify of the villains wasn't revealed until 300 pages into the book, but I, a comic book
grognard, figured out who they both were some 60-odd pages in, though both
characters were admittedly on the obscure side. But that's just nit-picking.

If I were to complain about the plotline -- and mind you, this is more nit-picking -- I
would say that the novel missed a little in that it needed to either be more about
Superman or more about the Justice League. Stern spends a lot of time exploring
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Superman's "downtime." There are enough scenes of Superman spending time with
Lois, his parents, and going to work at the Daily Planet to disrupt the flow of the plot
little, but not enough to make it a really good Superman story. The story is too big or
too little. I'd rather it was a Superman story or a Justice League story -- not a
"Superman starring in the Justice League" story, but again, this is a minor complaint.

Roger Stern is a workhorse writer who had already mastered the comic books format
twenty years ago. His stories are always good, though not so often great. Although his
stories tend to lack the level of sheer visceral impact that the very very best comic
writers deliver, he consistently produces solid stories that make sense, given the
limitations of the milieu, about people you can understand and like. Stern's stuff is
smarter than average without being pretentious. It's representative of near top drawer
mainstream comic book writing. It's pleasing that he, unlike some of his equally
talented peers, (not to name names or anything, but Peter David most assuredly can
write a mighty fine funny book, and ought to stick to that) is able to translate his
command of these characters to novel form. Indeed, Stern's often low-key writing style
is, if anything, a better fit here.

To those already familiar with the wonderful world of four-color comics action, it should
be sufficient to say that this a Roger Stern book… but longer...without the pictures. The
money you would have spent on three comics will provide hours more entertainment.
For the rest, "The Never-Ending Battle" tells a straight-forward story clearly with
enough exposition to give people who aren't familiar with the characters and their
histories enough information to understand what is happening. It's a novel written for
comic book fans, but there's no reason why anyone who can get past the fact that the
protagonists their underwear outside their clothes wouldn't enjoy this book.

"The Never-Ending Battle" is a specimen of a hybridization process near as odd as that
imagined by the creators of the peanut-butter/banana sandwich. It is a novel about
comic book characters. When an author transfers comic book characters to the novel
format something is lost. Along with the artwork goes that special sense of immediacy;
an author can write about someone getting punched but a picture of someone getting
punched has effortless visceral impact that prose requires great skill to convey.
However, in today's world of the $3.00 comic books that can be read in five minutes, a
novelized comic certainly holds the potential for delivering more bang for the fanboy's
buck.

Roger Stern, author of "Never-Ending Battle" makes the transition from comic to novel
look effortless. He exploits one of the primary benefits afforded by the switch to novel
format by taking advantage of the room it provides for character development. Comic
books are much briefer, more concise, and more action-oriented. A comic book, for
example, could never spare the space Stern took to portray the run Superman and
Flash take from Alaska after the completion of a mission, all the while reminiscing
about the Justice League and their shared Midwestern roots. One of Stern's strengths
is his ability to blend characterization seamlessly into action. He has a strong sense of
who these heroes are, and an ability to recreate their voices. If you know these
characters from the comic books, you will recognize them in this novel. Their
personalities shine through with a sense of authenticity in their actions and in dialogue
such as the joking byplay between Flash and Green Lantern. Superman is consistently
a descent guy with super powers. Batman is very focused on his work. The Flash is a
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goof, though not the caricature he is on the current cartoon. J'onn J'onzz, the Martian
Manhunter is… well, an alien who loves his adopted Planet, its people, and its Oreos…

Only Stern's characterization of Wonder Woman seems flat. She shows up and does
her job, but Stern provides few moments that let her unique personality shine through.

Stern's storyline also takes advantage of the more relaxed pace of novels. Stern
devotes the bulk of the book to showing the heroes doing what would have to be the
work-a-day grind for superheroes -- saving towns from hurricanes, and other perils.
The Justice League is involved in rescue operation in Alaska. The Martian Manhunter
fights a forest fire -- though his weakness is fire. The Flash digs victims out of a freak
blizzard. Superman tows ships safely into port out of an unnatural fog. The Green
Lantern stops a tsunami. Rescue is one of the most virtuous, morally unambiguous,
things a superhero can do…. and it isn't very interesting to watch. That's why comic
books are almost always about people punching other people. It's a mark of Stern's
skill that he is able to carry off devoting so much of his story to the "everyday" lives of
his super-protagonists.

There is a super villain behind all the disasters, of course. If you have the misfortune to
read the back cover blurb of this novel, fear not, the villain isn't Evil Dr. Turban Man
and his gang of Islamic super-terrorists. The book is in no way the heavy-handed
commentary on the current geopolitical situation its own publicity makes it out to be.
Purveyors of escapist fantasies should learn from the example of the Zindi storyline
that killed ENTERPRISE; if we wanted to be reminded so blatantly of nastiness going
on in the real world, we wouldn't be watching space operas.

The main villain IS recognizably a terrorist, of sorts, but an established bad guy. The
identify of the villains wasn't revealed until 300 pages into the book, but any comic
book grognard should figure out who they both were some 60-odd pages in- though
both characters were admittedly on the obscure side. But that's just nit-picking.

If I were to complain about the plotline -- and mind you, this is more nit-picking -- I
would say that the novel missed a little in that it needed to either be more about
Superman or more about the Justice League. Stern spends time exploring Superman's
"downtime." There are enough scenes of Superman spending time with Lois, his
parents, and going to work at the Daily Planet to disrupt the flow of the plot a bit, but
not enough to make it a really satisfying Superman story. The story is too big or too
little; I'd rather it was a Superman story or a Justice League story -- not a "Superman
starring in the Justice League" story -- but again, this is a minor complaint.

Roger Stern is a workhorse writer who had already mastered the comic book format
twenty years ago. His stories are always good, though not that often great. Although
his stories tend to lack the level of sheer visceral impact that the very very best comic
writers deliver, he consistently produces solid stories that make sense, given the
limitations of the milieu, about people you can understand and like. Stern's stuff is
smarter than average without being pretentious. It's representative of near top drawer
mainstream comic book writing. It's pleasing that he, unlike some of his equally
talented peers, (not to name names or anything, but Peter David most assuredly can
write a mighty fine funny book, and ought to stick to that) is able to translate his
command of these characters to novel form. Indeed, Stern's often low-key writing style
is, if anything, a better fit here.



Archived Entry - 07/18/2005: "Book review: The Never-Ending Battle"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000407.htm[4/27/2019 3:21:53 PM]

To those already familiar with the wonderful world of four-color comics action, it should
be sufficient to say that this a Roger Stern book… but longer...without the pictures. The
money you would have spent on three comics will provide hours more entertainment.
For the rest, "The Never-Ending Battle" tells a straight-forward story clearly with
enough exposition to give people who aren't familiar with the characters and their
histories enough information to understand what is happening. It's a novel written for
comic book fans, but there's no reason why anyone who can get past the fact that the
protagonists wear their underwear outside their clothes wouldn't enjoy this book.
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Mosquito
By Dan James
Published by Top Shelf

Review by Sarah Rasher

I am a text-oriented person, and this sometimes creates
problems between me and visual media. When I was four years
old, a friend of my grandmother's gave me a picture book that

had no words, only beautiful watercolor illustrations, for which I immediately proceeded
to inscribe captions in crayon. This instinct still prevails when I read graphic novels that
have minimal or no text. Frequently enough, it doesn't stop me from enjoying them:
Sammy Harkham's pirate tragedy Poor Sailor has such evocative images and such a
clear narrative that I hardly notice the lack of words.

However, I notice every text-free panel in Dan James's Mosquito. It's not just that I feel
motivated to caption the images, it's that I have no idea what is going on in most of
them. In order to tell a story in pictures, those pictures must be so clear and arresting
that they convey the narrative without the assistance of words. The images in Mosquito
are quite the opposite. They are blocky, like bad woodcuts, and they're printed in eye-
straining red on white. The characters are almost indistinguishable visually, and the
pictures are so simple and cryptic that most of the time, it's impossible to tell what is
happening and why. Good dialogue might have compensated for the middling art, but
without words to fall back on, the inadequacies of the drawings are especially
apparent.

http://www.marsimport.com/display_comic.php?ID=9131&affiliateID=20
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.marsimport.com/display_comic.php?ID=9131&affiliateID=20
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I'd love to have included a plot summary, but I'm lost. It appears that a man, possibly in
the Old West, sets out on a quest to climb a mountain and be attacked by mosquitoes,
or possibly monsters, or possibly vampires. There are other episodes, with a multitude
of characters warning the hero of impending "sangre" and a little girl eating a bug, but I
can't figure out where they fit in. The whole story is a blur -- a tomato-red, blocky,
vertigo-inducing blur.

I've read this book three times, each time assuming I was being dense and missing
something, but the narrative remains impenetrable. I've come to the conclusion that my
problems with Mosquito have little to do with its lack of words and everything to do with
its failure to compellingly relate a story. It's confusing and amateurish, and the pictures
aren't pretty enough to make up for that.
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My Wicked Highlander
By Jen Holling
Published by Pocket Books 2005

Review by Lynn Loper

"What are these books like? " said Winston curiously.

"Oh, ghastly rubbish. They're boring, really. They only have six
plots, but they swap them round a bit. Of course I was only on
the kaleidoscopes. I was never in the Rewrite Squad. I'm not
literary, dear -- not even enough for that." George Orwell, 1984

I read "My Wicked Highlander" in an hour and a half. It's 328
pages long, and I wasn't in a hurry. You don't really read it; it's like being in the room
with someone you know very well, well enough to know that you don't have to
concentrate on the conversation.

There's really nothing for your mind to stick to in "My Wicked Highlander". It's a jumble
of anachronistic speech and thought, misspellings, a few hilariously inapt ethnic
touches, and characters that have no characteristics. It reads like it came off the six-
plot kaleidoscope and skipped the rewrite squad. The main character is a witch, and
we all know what that means, which is good, because except for the witch's obsessive
fear of being hung (which switches in mid-book to a fear of being burned: more
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accurate but inconsistent with what we've been told in the rest of the book) and some
predictable visions, the author doesn't bother with exploring it. She spun the character
kaleidoscope and came up with Feisty Virgin 43B, variation Q5 (Woman With A Secret:
Occult).

Then there's the braw Highlander who comes to carry her to her home -- strong silent
type 17C -- where her father has contracted her in marriage to someone who turns out
to be a creep. Why? We never find out. He just has. But by the time she gets home,
Plot 16A, variation 3, has kicked in, and of course she and the Highlander are in love.
Sex ensues, villagers try to burn the witch, and she escapes and goes home. End of
story.

The heroine starts the book with a sickening feeling of unease in her gut. By the end of
it, the reader has one, too, and knows exactly why.
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My favorite Goth perfumers - Black Phoenix Alchemy Lab - perfume review.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

What they say about it:

BLACK ROSE (Funeral Oils)
Exquisitely melancholy. The background scent to an ancient exequies. Heavy, dark
and floral: a blend of roses, with a touch of amber and musk.

What I thought:

This perfume will annihilate any other perfume in the room. Except maybe "Old Spice,"
which the musk and amber remind me of. Don't get me wrong, I like "Old Spice."
Reminds me of my youth. I also conducted a survey at work, and everyone wanted to
know why I was wearing "Old Spice." I mean, they all like "Old Spice," but they were
justifiably wondering why I was wearing it. Oh well. Ahoy there, matey. I wonder if they
have a blend that smells like Brut.
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My favorite Goth perfumers - Black Phoenix Alchemy Lab - perfume review.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

What they say about:

NOCTURNE (Funeral Oils)
An olfactory serenade. A somber, contemplative scent -- dreamy and subdued.
Deepest violet touched with lilac and tuberose.

What I thought:

Violently Violet! When I was a little girl in the 60s, there was a line of dolls based on
scents: Rose, Jasmine, Honeysuckle (I think), and Violet. The dolls came in plastic
perfume shaped cases and the Violet doll, in her purple case and purple draperies,
scented with violet. Back in the present, my boss thought this perfume would be good
for a little girl, perhaps one under 12. Violet is a very sweet scent, add a little lilac and
tuberose and you have sweet squared. There is a metallic undertone to this fragrance,
which is probably the tuberose. I switched from wearing tuberose to essential oil of
rose a few years ago because of that. I like violet, but I like it better as a sachet than a
perfume. "Nocturne" is way too sweet for me, even as a change of pace, but I do think
it would be cute on a little girl.
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An Inteview with Range Murata

Renji "Range" Murata is a Japanese artist and designer, best
known in the United States for his conceptual design work on
anime series "Last Exile" and "Blue Submarine No. 6". He still
continues to do some work in this area today, and is working on a
new anime series for GONZO studios for DVD/Video release
called "Mardock Scramble" (I'm not completely sure of the name,
but that was the best we could figure out in English). Mr. Murata
was born on October 2, 1968 in Osaka, Japan. He originally
studied industrial design, with an emphasis in auto design, at
Osaka Art College. He has published more than a dozen books
of his work, some of the most notable being "Robot", "rule", and
"futurhythm".

Mr. Murata graciously gave this interview to Ginger Mayerson of J LHLS in Anaheim,
California (across the street from AnimeExpo 2005) on July 3, 2005. The interview was
courtesy of Isaac S. Lew of Digital Manga Publishing, which was hosting Mr. Murata's
visit to California for DMP's launch of the English language version the first "Robot"
anthology. The translator was Katherine U.

Ginger Mayerson: What are you working on these days?

Range Murata: For "Robot," the first volume, that's being released in the US, and
volume 3 is going to be out on July 8 in Japan and I'm currently working on volume 5,
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and for "Robot" I'm thinking about releasing four, five or six maybe a year. Apart from
"Robot," I've been working on illustrations in general and, to be more specific, I've been
doing cover illustrations for novels, and apart from illustrations, my animation job right
now, I'm working with GONZO studios with the upcoming anime series that I can't say
too much about right now.

GM: May we know what anime series?

RM: Really, I can't discuss too much about it yet, but the title is "Mardok Scramble,"
and the animation is adapted from a novel that received an SF award in Japan, so this
will be one of the series that GONZO has worked on with its original video animation
series, like "Blue Submarine Number 6".

GM: Is this like "Last Exile"?

RM: This is different. This is only released in video; "Last Exile" aired on TV.

GM: I have a few questions about your background as an artist. Where did you receive
your formal training?

RM: It was in industrial design, at the Osaka Art College. I wanted to be a car
designer.

GM: In your training as an artist, what do you feel was the most important part of it?

RM: I've been drilled in figure drawing and color scheme design, design layout. That
has really helped me to do my illustrations now.

GM: Has your training in car design affected your human character designs?

RM: In doing my industrial design, we did learn about the history of design, and
through those lessons I was able to discover the lines that I liked, the shapes that I
liked. So going through that I was actually kind of ambiguous at that time, and from that
training I was able to find the real thing I wanted to purse as an artist.

So, from way back, I knew the lines that I favored, and the lines I leaned toward, and
by actually learning about the history of design I was able to find the eras that shared
my viewpoints, the eras that actually had themes going along the same as I favored,
so by finding out about these times when everyone liked these particular designs and
lines, I was able to be more connected it. By looking at the car designs of each era,
you can get a glimpse of what the building designs, clothes designs, and other design
of each era, I've been able to explore it further. And the car designs of each era,
they're the most innovative styles of that era. So, I'm not limited to just liking the car
designs of that era, I like everything of that era, like the tables, lamps; everything from
that era, all the designs.

GM: Do you feel that car design is the top of heap in each era's design?

RM: I don't feel that car design is the best. But in car design, you do have to take more
into consideration, such as number of passengers, how the driver drives the car, what
shapes give it maximum spend or comfort. You have to factor all this in and still
achieve something with maximum speed and efficiency.



Archived Entry - 07/04/2005: "An interview with Range Murata"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000401.htm[4/27/2019 3:22:10 PM]

So, I started my work in car design because of my love of cars. I think it's really
interesting, because of the (design) restrictions for cars because of the road rules and
engineering, but amidst all those limitations, that are posed in car designing, the car
designer has to take those, turn them around and create something that is actually nice
for the consumer, comfortable to drive and ride in.

As a child, I always liked drawing things with wheels, and as I pursued that drawing, I
found things related to it that I liked and influenced my work as an artist.

GM: One more car question-

RM: I like car questions.

GM: What do you think of the new line from Chrysler? Like the PT Cruiser and those
cars?

RM: I like them, I like the way they're putting old time designs on modern cars.

GM: Old wine in new bottles?

RM: Yes!

GM: Okay, back to art questions. What artists in the past do you admire?

RM: For like manga artists or artist artists?

GM: Artist artists.

RM: For American art, I like Norman Rockwell.

GM: And for Japanese art?

RM: I really haven't been influenced by Japanese art. I really haven't been really
influenced by any one artist; I've taken bits and pieces from the eras of art more than
from the individual artists.

GM: In modern time, in anime and manga, what artists do you read and do you like?

RM: In animation, right now, I'm looking at Garasu No Kamen (Glass Mask), it's an
anime from a manga by the same name. It's airing in Japan right now. The original
manga is a Shojo comic, a girl's comic, that's been around about twenty-five years, and
is still being written, so right now there's forty-two volumes of it (the manga). I'm
watching the show every week.

GM: What media do you work most in? How do you create your work?

RM: I draft in pencil and then scan them into computer. I've been using Photoshop for
about three years. But before that I did my drawings on paper and then colored them in
with markers.

GM: Is Photoshop better?

RM: In the beginning it was hard to learn all the functions, but now I find it better.
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GM: What is your favorite media to work in? For your own pleasure?

RM: Computer.

When I used to use markers, markers seemed to promise you endless possibilities, but
they really don't (deliver). In the beginning, when I was drawing with markers, for my
drawing skill, markers did fulfill their purpose and I was able to express my feelings
through markers. But when I tried different styles, the markers kind of hindered my
expression. But with computers, unlike markers, there are billions of colors out there
for me to choose from, and I can actually go back and fix up certain elements. For
computers, the bad thing is that there is only one piece (one color) like this in the world
and it can't be varied. I think it's a fair trade: the markers limited my ability to express
feelings, and on the computer, I'm not hindered by this.

GM: What do you feel is your most successful project so far?

RM: For American audiences?

GM: All of it.

RM: I don't feel that any of my projects have ended in failure. My name is pretty
famous in Japan as an illustrator, so I've been able to make a lot of art books and other
different things, and that was easy to do because my name was known in Japan. But
in America, where they don't know me too much, it's very difficult break out and just
publish and sell our books.

It's a different story for animation because animation is exported to the world, so I've
become known through that.

GM: What project have you enjoyed working on the most?

RM: All the projects that I've worked on, they've all had their good times and their hard
times, but I don't take projects that aren't interesting to me. Basically, I've enjoyed all of
them.

GM: I was only able to get and view the first eight episodes of "Last Exile," so I have a
few "Last Exile" questions, if you don't mind.

RM: Okay.

GM: In designing the characters for "Last Exile," did you have models in mind or were
you working from the script?

RM: I made my character designs from directions of the director and the writer. They
asked me bring out certain characteristics of the personality, the gestures, the age.
The scenario also plays a big role in shaping the character design.

GM: This is a little silly, but I really like Alex Row. He's very sexy.

RM: [laughing] Is that a question?

GM: No, but there is question in here: Where did this character come from? What was
the inspiration for Alex Row?
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RM: The director and writer asked me to model him after Captain Harlock, who is from
an earlier anime series. He's a character that goes by himself, a loner. Captain Harlock
is that character, and they asked me to make Alex Row Captain Harlock-ish. Same
kind of black clothes.

GM: What was your favorite character to design in "Last Exile"?

RM: I liked them all. There are different challenges with each character, some are
easier to draw than others. Of course I do like Alex, too.

I had to take Alex's military type clothes into consideration and in designing his
uniform, I put in all the lines that I liked, and then the black and grey covered them up
when I colored his clothes. It turned out all black, no matter how carefully or subtly I put
in the line, the were all the same when I colored it in.

The animators weren't very happy with Alex because it was hard to animate him
because of his wavy hair and constantly moving cape.

Have you seen them around (people in Alex Row character costumes at AnimeExpo)?

GM: Oh yes! What do you think of them?

RM: I'm worried they're going to get heatstroke (AnimeExpo is in July in Southern
California).

GM: Okay, "Robot" questions. Was the "Robot" anthology a new kind of project for
you? Had you put an anthology together like this before?

RM: I did release a similar anthology in 1999 called "Flat." For both "Flat" and "Robot,"
it got together a bunch of artists. The difference between "Flat" and "Robot" is that
"Flat" was a one-shot project, and "Robot" is an ongoing project, where we release two
or three issues a year.

GM: How did you choose the artists for "Robot."

RM: I asked my friends to draw for it, and I asked the people I admire to draw for it. I
also asked my publisher to recommend a few artists.

GM: What was the most difficult aspect of putting "Robot" together?

RM: There were things that were hard to do, like the deadline: I didn't have a definite
release date for it.

GM: Why not?

RM: We weren't able to have a specific release date because some artists take a long
time to get done with their work, and it was impossible to have a specific release date.
It was really hard to get everything to come together to make a final product. What I
was trying to do was to let the artists give it their best so they could be proud of being
in "Robot," and I gave it my best, too.

GM: How long did it take to publish it?
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RM: A little less than a year.

GM: What's next for you?

RM: The anime I'm working on now, "Mardok Scramble."

GM: How long will you be working on that?

RM: Over a year.

GM: "Robot 3" is out in Japan, are you working on "Robot 4?"

RM: Yes, I'm working on "Robot 4." I'm trying to get the production time to be less. I'd
like it to be a monthly.

GM: That would be quite a monthly. Thank you, Mr. Murata.
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Reviewer Lene Taylor's I read comics podcast number 3

Show 3 on MP3

Now it's a trilogy. This week's topics:

Legion of Substitute Heroes
Tammy Pierce is Unlovable (starts at 8:45 )
Alien Loves Predator (starts at 17:19)
Comic Rants podcast and tips for fanboys who want to date Hot Comic Babes (starts
at 22:40)
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February 9, 2006: UPDATE ON THE NOVEL!
The Lonely Ring Finger (Pre-Order*)
Only the Ring Finger Knows Novel
Author/Artist: Satoru Kannagi, Hotaru Odagiri
ISBN: 1569709041
246 pages
Dimensions: 4 1/8" x 6 3/4"
Release Date: Mar 15, 2006
SRP: $8.95
More info! or Leave a comment!

*Powells has the description wrong, but everything
else is right.

End of update.

I don't know if it's been announced elsewhere, but Isaac Lew of
Digital Manga told me today at AnimeExpo that the "Only the Ring
Finger Knows" novels will be published in May 2006. Lucky us! Thank
you, Digital Manga and everyone who signed the petition!
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Hotchpotch
Musical debut collection from Maaya Sakamoto
Published by GENEON
Concert Info
Fan Site
GENEON Entertainment

Review by Kathy LaFollett

I have "Hotchpotch" playing in the background as I write this review.

In fact, I've had this playing for the last 3 hours.

The depth and texture of the music is incredible. Maaya brings a soft sterling voice
hovering over clouds of musical scores that touch on pop, rock, orchestra, theme, and
back again. It is a glorious compilation that brings new notes and melody presentations
no matter how often you listen to a song. Hotchpotch goes from Bagpipes, to violins, to
drums, to guitars, to orchestra, to chimes, to drums while Maaya adds her soft inviting
voice. You won't be able not to hum along and sway your way to the end of the CD.

"Hotchpotch" raises the bar in arrangements, layered instrumentals, and what an
angel's voice sounds like.

Maaya's artistic expression is packaged with outstanding mixing skills and track
layouts. Transitions between tracks are flawless never allowing the listener to loose
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their groove footing.

You'll get goose-bumps while listening to her soar through her vocal ranges. I can't
bring a similar artist to mind that measures to her work. I find myself smiling while
listening. I can honestly say my blood pressure has dropped, and I couldn't be more
relaxed right now. If you want to mainline happiness and joy, just go straight to track 5.
My favorite song.

You just can't help but be swept away on the music.

Don't forget to pull out the insert and enjoy the photography, lyrics, and snapshots of
Maaya herself. She is as beautiful and happy as her music.

I feel fortunate indeed to have had the opportunity to be introduced to such an extreme
talent. She deserves attention in the US. I think her impact on the music scene will be
an 8.0 on the Richter scale.

I LOVE this CD.
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Heat Guy J, Vol. 1
by Chiaki Ogishima, Kazuki Akane, Nobuteru Yuki, and Satelight
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

In a futuristic world, criminal gangs traffic in an illegal addictive
drug: tobacco. Travel between cities without permission is also
considered criminal. Androids are outlawed, but Special Service
Agent Daisuke Aurora has as his partner the most powerful
android of all: Heat Guy J. And when Daisuke gets official
permission to carry a gun, the agency will only issue him 4

bullets. Interesting twists like this make Heat Guy J one of the most enjoyable new
manga I have read this year.

J contemplates the human condition and has a lot of philosophical lines. "A man should
not cling to the earth forever" he tells Daisuke. Later he says, "The definition of a man
is someone who, no matter what the situation may be . . . will stand up for his friends
and those who are weak!!" His formal speech sometimes creates humor, such as when
he tells his creator, "Antonia, you are not displeasing to my optical processors." In
response, Antonia tells J how much she missed him, and it seems she may have fallen
in love with her creation.

Visually, Heat Guy J reminds me of the 80's manga Cobra. (One of the bad guys even
has a gun embedded in his arm, which may be a nod to the "Psycho Gun" from Cobra.)
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And like Cobra, it presents a world where almost everyone is exaggeratedly sexy. The
men have six-pack abs, and every woman -- from Kyoko the Special Service auditor to
Antonia, the scientist who created J -- looks stunning in a bikini and is eager to prove it.
Though basically an action story, this book is also full of pleasing, well drawn eye
candy. The visuals also link Heat Guy J to the great hard-boiled detective stories of the
past. J's long dark coat and fedora make him look like an android version of Humphrey
Bogart in The Maltese Falcon.

Heat Guy J has four chapters, each of which stands on its own as a mini-story. I like
this format, because it can be rewarding to read a single chapter in a short span of free
time, without having to put the book down in the middle of the story. This volume
contains a generous 23 pages of bonus material, including character sketches,
background information, and an interview with the director of the anime series. I have
not yet seen the anime, but considering how good this manga is, I will have to go and
find it. Heat Guy J makes great summer reading, and I highly recommend it.
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My favorite Goth perfumers - Black Phoenix Alchemy Lab - perfume review.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

What they say about it:

LES FLEURS du MAL (Funeral Oils)
The scents of the blossoms of darkness, condensed into one perfume. Features a rose
base, softened with lilac and wisteria.

What I thought:

Very strong on the lilac, like overwhelming everything else, when I first put it on. It
mellows fairly quickly, or mellowed fairly quickly on me, I felt it was still more lilac than
rose on me (might be different with your body chemistry). The wisteria adds to the lilac
intensity, or vice versa, for an intense floral rush. I'm a great lover of rose scents, (as
shall be revealed to faithful readers, every scent sample I selected has rose in it) but
the rose in this fragrance was very muted; more muted than suited me. Although I
found the lilac and wisteria scent unusual and an interesting change of pace, it's
brighter and perkier than I, as a woman of a certain age and temperament, would care
to wear on a regular basis. I feel this is a scent for a very young or very mature woman.
Or a middle aged woman who looks better in pastels than I do.
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Sakura Taisen Vol. 1
by Ikku Masa, Kosuke Fujishima, Ohji Hiroi
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

In Sakura Taisen, mecha and monsters roam the streets of
Tokyo. But the year is 1923, so these mecha are steam-
powered. (Oddly, the back of the book says it is 1921, but content
within the story indicates it is 1923.) The manga is based on an
anime franchise known in the U.S. as Sakura Wars. (Taisen
means great war in Japanese; sakura means cherry blossom,

and is also the name of one of the characters in the story). As volume one begins, the
brave and handsome Ensign Ichiro Ogami gets a new assignment. He is sent on a
special mission at the Imperial Theater, where an all-female opera troupe is
performing.

Happy to be surrounded by beautiful women, Ogami expects some kind of top secret
intelligence work. Instead, he finds himself assigned to be a mere ticket taker. His
frustrations are described in the humorously named "Chapter Two - The Meaningless
Busywork." But Ogami discovers that all of the actresses seem to be experts in martial
arts, and so there may be more to his boring assignment than meets the eye.

The steampunk sensibility of this manga immediately sets it apart from most others.
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The costumes are beautiful, and the steam-powered tanks and robots have a cool,
high-tech-that-never-was look to them. The story mixes action and comedy, and
though it contains some violence, it is not gory or upsetting. Fans of Sakura Wars
should definitely read this book, and those new to the series will find this a fun place to
start.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

MAD MAGAZINE "disgraced" by the Chicago Tribune

NEW YORK, NY, June 23, 2005 -- The editor of MAD magazine expressed outrage
today after learning that The Chicago Tribune had named MAD as one of their "50 Best
Magazines." "It's a disgrace that with 17,500 periodicals in print, this supposedly
respected newspaper would single MAD out for, of all things, excellence," said Editor
John Ficarra, barely containing his furor. "It's further evidence of a growing decline in
the standards of our culture in general, and of the lack of judgment of this paper in
particular. It's just the type of thing we're always railing about in MAD's pages."

Growing red in the face and pounding his desk for emphasis, Ficarra continued,
"Frankly, it makes us distrustful of anything that The Chicago Tribune reports. Are their
headlines legitimate? Can their sports scores be trusted?"

After several more minutes and the administering of a sedative, a groggy Ficarra
concluded, "And we only ranked #43?!? Behind Time, Vanity Fair and The New
Yorker? What's THAT all about?"

MAD MAGAZINE ranks # 43 on the Chicago Tribune's list of "50 Best Magazines",
narrowly edging out HELLO! (#45), Money (#46), Lincoln Lore (#47) Whole Dog
Journal (#48), Absolute (#49) and Lake Superior Magazine (#50).
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MAD Magazine is America's longest-running humor publication. Founded by Bill
Gaines in 1952, MAD has inspired generations of fans by parodying politicians,
movies, television and modern life. Whether in print, on television, film or on the web at
madmag.com, MAD remains one of the favorite American icons. MAD Magazine is
owned by DC Comics, a Warner Bros. Entertainment Company.
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06/23/2005 Archived Entry: "Another incredible podcast at I
Read Comics"

"Episode 2 is up
"Show 2 on MP3
"Yay! Another show in the can. This week's topics:
"Music by La Mayerson
"Chronicles of Conan Vol 2 (starts at 1:45)
"The Comics Code (starts at 3:22)
"Desire from Digital Manga (starts at 10:30)
"B.A.B.E. Force (starts at 21:10)
"Neil Gorman's Comicology podcast
"Comic Geek Speak podcast"
Another incredible podcast by Lene Taylor at I Read Comics!

Replies: 1 Comment

Thanks for the great review. Come by San Diego and see us at Booth #130.

Posted by Kirk K. @ 06/27/2005 09:49 AM PST
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Leo Limón and Robert Delgado at Avenue 50 Studio
Gallery review by Raoul De la Sota

The current art exhibit, Stages at the
Avenue 50 Studio brings together two
veteran artists, Robert Delgado and Leo
Limón. Each artist has produced engaging
and provocative work that challenge the
viewer but in very different ways and with
very different results.

The two paintings and seven chalk pastel drawings of Leo Limón
in this show cover an intensely prolific period from 2004 to the
present year. He uses iconography, humor and techniques that
reflect both his interest in the Los Angeles environment and in
images from Mexican mythology and history. Those that know
Limon's past style will feel comfortably familiar with these
narrative works. Colorful Los Angeles landscapes abound with
cars, bicycles, Palm trees, shopping carts, tow trucks and canoes
while blending seamlessly with an exciting flow of deities and
cosmic symbols that compete for visual attention. In these works
the artist stages dreamlike scenes that involve onlookers from the
ancient past as well as ourselves. In "Downstream Uprising" the
LA River, peopled with bicyclists and canoeists, plays an
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important part while above it loom the figures of troubadours,
cacti and the cosmos. This is probably the most romantic piece in
the gallery. In "Fruta de la Vida", again using the LA River as a subject base, Limon
presents a darker and more dramatic moment. The viewer's focus is upon the leering
face of a painted cat flanked by two immense spray cans both working to seemingly
obliterate the image. Graffiti marks the surrounding walls while above the heavens
sparkle with energetic images. With the non-stop activity of these and other drawings
setting a frenetic visual pace, it requires the viewer to take time and absorb the
individual images and marks.

Part of the satisfaction derived from these works is the deciphering of the mythic
iconography used. To this reviewer the paintings do not compete favorably with the
dynamic chalk drawings. The inherent quality and distinctive marks of the pastels have
an exuberant and spontaneous quality about them while the paintings seem more
methodically produced. Both the drawings and paintings take advantage of Limón's
wise use of dark surfaces as his ground. The chalk marks and the paint strokes glow
luminously against their backgrounds. These are joyous works.

Robert Delgado has chosen to show 6 large, (most near eight feet in height) complex
acrylic paintings on fiberglass mesh that work beautifully in their space. The surfaces
are made up of shapes each one painted with meticulously blended brushstrokes using
a stencil technique and at first glance suggest an abstract collage-effect. As one
stands before the work, images become apparent: a face, hands appear as the shapes
begin to coalesce into recognizable forms. These are difficult works requiring the
viewer to study them in order to find the three or more images that are imbedded in
each. To help us solve these visual questions Delgado has provided us with an Artist
Statement that includes a list of photographic images used. In the two most colorful
paintings, "Lady with Egg Crate" and "Cheerleader 1", the artist presents beautifully
glowing effects that ultimately become ironic and contradictory when the photographs
used are recognized. These works as well as others can only lead to the revelation that
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social and political statements are the artist's focus. Certainly the attractive colors and
surfaces giving way in cases to horrific disclosures reflect the artist's preoccupation
with governmental news management contrasted with actual events. I don't want to
disclose too much of the visual references since each person's personal discovery
remains an important process for these paintings. As one proceeds around the gallery,
one notes the change in tone and hue of Delgado's work. From the stridently bright
red, orange and green hues of the first paintings the others become more subdued with
grays, browns and beiges dominating as if to create a strange serenity that masks the
realities hidden just below the surface. In "Warthog" we discover three figures along
with an armored army vehicle and an ordnance feeder for a machine gun that also
resembles the tracks laid down by heavy machinery and that in turn resemble human
vertebrae. The interplay between these images becomes the message. These are
serious paintings.

Both artists benefit from the tasteful arrangement and hanging by gallery owner and
curator Kathy Gallegos. The exhibit is on display until Monday, July 4.

For more information on the show that runs until July 4, 2005, please visit Avenue 50
Studio or the interviews with Roberto Delgado and Leo Limón. On a personal note, if
you're in the LA area, I urge you to see this show in person because these .jpgs do not
do these works justice. ED.
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Interview with Leo Limón

Mr. Limón gave Ginger Mayerson of J LHLS this interview at the
Avenue 50 Studio on June 11, 2005, where Mr. Limón has a
show up until July 4.

Ginger Mayerson: What are you working on?

Leo Limón: I'm working on pastels and a series of paintings
based upon the Aztec calendar.

GM: What media do you work most in?

LL: I love chalk pastels, I love the textures on the papers, the
technical aspects of pastels. If you make a mistake, opps! That's it.

GM: Do you tape new sections of paper on like Degas did?

LL: No, just the paper I started with.

GM: What kind of paper do you use? I was looking at some of your pastels and there's
a very nubby look to the paper.

LL: Canson paper.

GM: Did you have any formal training in art or are you self-taught?
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LL: I am self-taught. I've never taken a painting class, but I have a certificate in sign
painting. And as you can tell I am a sign painter.

GM: A painter of signs?

LL: Exactly. I was very fortunate in my youth to attend the Otis Art Institute, while in
High School, to a class of minority kids. The class was actually started right after the
Watts Riots in the mid-Sixties for the African American community. The program
originally traveled around South Central and ended up at Otis.

A group of people came to my High School, Lincoln High, I graduated from there in
1971, and they choose me out of eight other participants. I didn't know how to draw for
lick when I got to the class, I loved it!

GM: Do you remember any of the teachers?

LL: Charles White, he was faculty of Otis, and he taught the "cool" life drawing,
because he was too cool. He was African American, did a lot of stuff in Chicago, and
he drew the African American experience really beautiful, but on weekends he was just
Mr. Cool. He smoked Kools, of all things.

Bill Tarrow, leader of the pack, a dynamo advertising guy, took us across the street to
Diamond Jim's, gave me my first martini.

GM: What artists or art periods, if any, do you feel have influenced or inspired you as
an artist?

LL: Picasso, Van Gogh, Daimier, Rousseau, Leger. I joined the Army after High
School to go to Europe and study the art there, first hand, and it was a dynamite
experience.

GM: Are there any Chicano or Mexican schools of art that have influenced you?

LL: Yes, the Masters; Carlo Almaraz, but he was Charles then in 1973, but when I
came back from the service he was Carlos. Carlos took me to see Ceasar Chavez. I
guess he was becoming Chicanoized, because he'd missed that, he was very
institutionalized, Carlos was, he'd gone to New York and China by the time I had met
him, and he was very much looking for something. But he was a fantastic fantastic
draftsman, and if rubbed off; they say I draw like Carlos. I draw nothing like Carlos, but
there's the same intensity in my drawing as his.

And then there's Tammayo, Frida Kahlo, she's the one. She's like the Van Gogh of
Mexico. I think she's going to become bigger, like the art princess of the Americas.

The school of Chicano art has been an influence, too, especially since there's places
like this (Avenue 50 Studio) and others in LA to show our work. Guys are going to art
school and learning things and interpreting the older schools of art in their own way.
Right now, we're already getting criticism for 'Oh, you put the Virgin Mary in there,
sombreros, Mariachis, Zapata...' and I'm going 'Yeah! That's right! So?' Even now,
guys are showing me stuff that is, like, Motherwell-ish or like Jackson Pollock, and I go
'Yeah, that's Chicano art. Sure.' If you want it to be, if you're influenced by that school.
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GM: What are the most important aspects and experiences in your practice of art
now?

LL: I'm Mr. Old G.

GM: What?

LL: Oldie but Goodie. But young people call me Mr. A Old G, which is Ancient Oldie
but Goodie.

It seems like the youth find there's no future, you know, so the things they do now, they
say 'Yeah, I smoked for three years, man, I almost killed myself, but you know, I got
out of it.' And I'm looking at this 18 year old kid, and I'm going 'Yeah, wow, my uncle
smoked for 80 years.'

GM: Do they really think there's no future?

LL: Yeah, the kids I find out there -- I'm looking for taggers -- and I find them. There's
thousands of them, literally thousands of them, and they've grown up, because of the
change of times, in a different generation. There used to be a gang, the neighborhood
is called whatever it is and the gang would mark the territory (with graffiti that was the
name of the gang ED). And then Maria's or Johnny's little brother decided to be part of
a crew, which is three or four or five or six at the most kids, who go out and tag. Now
they've learned through Heavy Metal magazine and interpretations of air brush, well, a
spray can gives that look.

GM: Are they tagging for a gang for themselves?

LL: Themselves.

GM: Oh, so this is Me-Tagging?

LL: Yeah, Me-Tagging.

GM: I've seen some amazing tags in my neighborhood. Especially on the freeway and
on billboards. I'm amazed they can do that without killing themselves. I mean, do you
consider these taggers to be, like, the new muralists?

LL: No, because these kids know nothing about the local art history, they're tagging
the murals. There's commercialism in tagging. Like I said, I have a certificate in sign
painting, and these guys (taggers ED) are signing, but they're not saying anything.
Their tag, which is their art, is their signature. And they sign them, and they actually
put a copyright on them, with a stencil.

GM: Are there any art shows in the LA area that have had an influence on you?

LL: Not shows, but I've put the MOCA in several of my paintings. I've yet to step inside
it, but I've painted it a lot. I go to museums when they have shows of Chicano, Mexican
or indigenous art. I spend a lot of time in the Natural History Museum. I find things
there. Like, I found this 32 million year old cat, one of the first saber-tooth cats, it had
small fangs, not the big large ones like the California cats, the California ones came
later on, got larger for some reason. Anyway, the smaller cat is called Hoplophoneus.
Hop-lo-phon-e-us. But then I put the word Hip in front of it, and then I thought of J-Lo;
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so Hip Hop Lo, I have this character that's a female that's in my work that I'll be
producing.

GM: This is a Kathy Gallagos question: If you would talk to younger artists, how would
you explain the role of inspiration and self-discipline?

LL: Quite easy. You have to apply yourself, by finding the time to work, to get to the
library and find information, figuring out a different way to sit down and do your
discipline. Do a lot of reading, if you can't read, then look at pictures, copy those things.
Basically, we're all copy-catters; we're not inventing anything new.

I was lucky, I figured out the old question of 'ho hum, what should I draw?' very early.
When I was in High School, I went to a used bookstore and found a old set of
dictionaries. In these older dictionaries, they had these full page illustrations of horses,
cows, fish, farm equipment, and I saw these illustrations and read the information, and
realized how much information and images I could put in a drawing or painting. So I
draw everything, I have sketchbooks full of drawings and information that I've never
painted, so when I need subjects for paintings, I just open an old sketchbook and there
it is.

I was trained that way, the Otis course was basically a sketchbook class and I got very
good at it. I tell kids, learn to draw first because you'll use it forever, especially when
you're not around a computer.

GM: This is another Kathy Gallagos question: Which is more important? Inspiration or
self-discipline?

LL: They're both the same thing, they're equally important.

GM: How are they the same thing?

LL: You have to have both to create art. You have to have the idea the technique, the
heart and the hand. Inspiration and finesse.

GM: What are you reading or listening to for fun these days?

LL: Well, I listen to KPFK. I also listen to a lot of jazz, I was brought up with it, and I
listen to it religiously. I listened to this show with Leonard Feather and he taught me a
lot about jazz.

Reading, I'm reading Howard Zinn, "History of the United States."

GM: Thank you, Leo.

Mr. Limón has a show of paintings at Avenue 50 Studio, 131 N. Ave 50, in Highland
Park until July 4. Please call 323-258-1435 for gallery hours or visit the website at
www.Avenue50Studio.com

Replies: 1 Comment

If you'd like to leave a comment on this interview, please use this form. Thank you. ED

Posted by Editor @ 01/04/2006 07:07 PM PST

http://avenue50studio.com/
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Hoax
by Robert K. Tanenbaum
Published by Pocket Star Books, 2004

Review by: Betsy Phillips

The only explanation for this book is that Robert K. Tanenbaum is
not a man who lives in the world with other human beings, but is
instead some kind of robot programmed to take the most
ludicrous plot points and most vile racial, ethnic, religious, and
gender stereotypes and print out 600 pages of dreck for his/its
publisher.

Let's start with the lesser of those two evils: the ludicrous plot points. On the off chance
that you'll want to read this book even after being warned, I won't tell you what they
are. Instead, I will use parallel ridiculousness. The first insanely stupid plot point would
be like if your best friend were killed during a tragic peanut butter and jelly sandwich
accident and you vowed never to eat a peanut butter and jelly sandwich again. But
then, the ghost of your best friend comes back, again and again, begging you to make
peace with peanut butter and jelly and to again enjoy its tastiness. Then, people around
you begin to die and your best friend comes back and says, "Hey, you, you must make
peace with peanut butter and jelly sandwiches or more people will die!!!!!" And you still
aren't sure if you should do it. You really wrestle with it for a long time. And then,
nothing really happens with the peanut butter and jelly storyline.
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http://liheliso.org/
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The other, crucial plot point around which the whole last half of the book centers, would
be like if you were the janitor at Koko the sign-language gorilla's place and a crime was
committed and only Koko, through her sign language could help the police solve the
crime and somehow we're supposed to believe that you could sneak Koko out of her
enclosure and hide her without anyone seeing you do it, without help, and without
anyone figuring out it's you.

At least that stuff is funny. But the other problem with the book--the stereotypical
characterizations of racial, ethnic, and gender groups (as well as religious)--is really an
insurmountable problem. Lest you think I'm joking, here's just a short list of the stuff
you'll find: black characters who don't aspire to the traditional upper middle class
professions are sweepingly dismissed as lazy. The Latino characters are all
gangbangers and are promptly killed if they try to leave that life. The whole Catholic
church, with the exception of two priests, is corrupt and full of child molesting monsters
and murderers. The Native Americans are all more spiritual, and healthily spiritual than
everyone else, and they help the white women find spiritual fulfillment. The "fiery"
Sicilian woman is a killer. The Italian guy from New Jersey is mobbed up. The women
constantly need rescuing by the men (when they aren't rolling around in the mud,
fighting each other), and the women think only about their men and their men are the
center of every conversation they have. And everyone speaks in dialect so ridiculous I
was constantly snickering.

Last, but not least, I suspect that the author's copyeditor must have been so offended
by what she was reading that she quit as there are a number of errors even a bad
copyeditor would have caught. The three funniest are (1) that two women are driving
around Indiana looking at the covered bridges from The Bridges of Madison County,
which must be quite a feat since that took place in Iowa; (2) the Puerto Rican kid's
grandma came to the United States from Puerto Rico because she wanted the better
opportunities in this country. This change in the citizenship status of Puerto Ricans is
bound to be quite shocking to the great number of them who are under the impression
that, for better or worse, they are a part of the United States; and (3) the main
character ponders what a group of lawyers would be called, perhaps, like cows, they
would be called a murder. A murder of cows! Sure, it's a typo, but one that should have
been caught.

The book is terrible on so many levels.
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The Killing Kind
by John Connolly
Published by Pocket Books, 2003

Review by Betsy Phillips

Holy cow is this book good! From the opening page clear through
to the end it's as much a rumination on the nature of evil and the
ways the past haunts the present as it is a thriller about a
shadowy religious group called The Fellowship that appears to be
involved in the disappearance of another religious group some
forty years before and the recent death of a young grad student.

Charlie Parker, John Connolly's ex-cop turned private eye, is
hired to solve the death of the grad student and is soon caught up in a shadowy
underworld full of almost supernatural evil. From the get-go, the book sucks you right
in. More than that, Connolly really gets what being a character like Parker would be
like for one's psyche and Parker is literally haunted by his past as he tries to come to
terms with the events in this book and events that, I assume, happened in previous
books in the series.

My only reservation is that this book is full of bugs -- especially spiders -- so if you have
any kind of bug issues, parts of this book are going to be extremely unbearable.
Spiders don't scare me, but after reading this book, and going to bed, I woke up in the
middle of the night to the dog making some weird noise and my first thought was that
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an army of spiders was coming to get me. So, just a warning.
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Outlaws, Rebels, Freethinkers & Pirates: Essays on Cartoons
and Cartoonists
by Bob Levin
Published by Fantagraphics Books, 2005

Review by Betsy Phillips

Let me admit, right up front, I would have not bought this book. I
don't know that much about comic books and I would have
looked at the illustrations and thought "This is going to go some
place I'd rather not." And that would have been a shame because
this is a beautiful book.

I don't say that lightly. There are portions of this book I was tempted to read out loud.
Bob Levin is a great writer and this book is as much a meditation on the creative spirit
and what compels people to devote so much time to a craft for which there seems to
be so little reward as it is a collection of his essays from The Comics Journal.

Clearly, his main audience is fans of Chester Brown, Dori Seda, the Crumb brothers,
and other non-mainstream cartoonists. But anyone who enjoys thoughtful musings
about the nature of creativity and artistry would enjoy this.
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STAR TREK VOYAGER Spirit Walk
Book Two -- Enemy of my Enemy
Written by Christie Golden
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Kathy LaFollett

As a refresher you can read the review for "Book 1 -- Old
Wounds."

Captain Chakotay and Sekaya, his sister, are being help captive
on Loan II by a Changeling. The Changeling is an outcast
Founder who has, for the last six years, been masquerading as
Chakotay's second-in-command. For the last six years the

Changeling has also been working in concert with the Butcher of Bajor to gain his
shapeshifting abilities back, among other advanced alien DNA driven talents.

Crell Moset, the Butcher of Bajor, plans to use Chakotay's Sky Spirit DNA to create a
super species that will bring him the fame and acceptance his warped little mind
craves. Yes, this guy is warped and deliciously macabre. The Changeling has his own
plans for Moset's creatures and successes, which prove his undoing in the end.

Leaving Chakotay and Sekaya to Moset's whim, the Changeling assumes Chakotay's
image and infiltrates the Starship Voyager as a way to escape to Earth undetected. Dr.
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Jarem Kaz and Lieutenant Harry Kim become suspicious of their captain's odd and
unusual behavior. They turn to Admiral Janeway and Lieutenant Commander Tom
Paris for help. The assistance and talents of Seven of Nine as well as the Holographic
equivalent of Dr. Moset himself, are required.

Ultimately, even with all the Starfleet talent called to arms it's left to Sekaya and
Chakotay strapped to the laboratory tables of the Butcher of Bajor, to meet the threats
through a "Spirit Walk" that can only yield one of two results; death or success.

Christie Golden delivers big with the finish of the 2 book series "Spirit Walk". Again, a
quick four hour read, but riveting in detail, believability and turns of fate. Spirit Walk
closes all the details left dangling in Book One, while offering a few new open ended
considerations for (hopefully) more books down the road. I thoroughly enjoyed the
twists and turns while being drawn into the relationship between Chakotay and his
sister, Sekaya. Sekaya is a wonderful character and I feel she could have stolen the
show had the storyline permitted.

A great read. the Two Book series offers every detail a Star Trek fan could hope for,
and then a few more to seal the deal.
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Ménage à Trois 1
By various artists
Published by Eros
← See the Note at the end of
the review if the words are too
blurry. ED

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Well, I've had this comic on
my desk for months now and,
as part of J LHLS's ongoing
commitment to public service
- "We read these things so

you don't have to!" - I guess it's time to review it.

The section I liked best is by Sandra Chang, who has a series of Alice in Wonderland
parodies in various Eros comics. This one is "Animae Anodyne in Wonderlustland 2,"
and is it ever. As you can see, she's at the Mad Tea Party and it just gets wilder from
there. No bestiality, all the action is with Animae, the Mad Hatter and a rather dishy
stand-in for the March Hare, which is why the Dorm mouse in the lower right corner
feels this comic is unfair to furries. Whoever said anything was fair to furries?

I liked the drawing in "Animae Anodyne..." best of everything in this issue. I spoke to
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Sandra Chang at Wizard World LA last March and she said she kept running out of
ideas for this comic. One would never image that that was ever so with this comic. It
seems quite full of ideas; it even gave me a few ideas.

Roberta Gregory's contribution, "Elsewhere," is a tribal three way. A shaman and
shamaness (sp?) dress up as animal spirits and show a fasting, presumably peyote
eating seeker of wisdom a good time. And have one themselves in the process.

Unfortunately "Ménage à Trois 1" goes rapidly downhill for me after this. I complained
to an artist who draws erotica about the lack of subtlety and what I consider sexy in the
seven Ménage à Trois books I've seen, and was told that the "mouth-breathers" do not
pay money for subtlety and what I consider sexy, and that the mouth-breathers are the
main consumers of the Eros list. Capitalism. Oh well. Anyway. Onward, but I'll be brief:

"Three's Cumpany!," by hero patriot Rodger Wormburper of "Ménage à Trois 6" fame.
Cute and cartoony. The husband wants to add a tall woman swinger to their happy
marriage and the wife isn't so sure. The moral of the story, and in the immortal words
of Mr. Spock: Be careful what you ask for, you might get it.

"Three, The Perfect Number," by Marco Turin. This comic didn't make much sense to
me and I disliked the drawing. I also found the ending very confusing. I don't know
what it says about me that I can't understand a badly done porno comic, but there you
have it. (By the way, this is the first comic in the book, I feel that's a bad place for such
a weak offering. One should start these things off with a bang, so to speak.)

"425," by Philo. Future porn. Anybody remember in "Logan's Run" where Logan dials
up a date and she materializes on the transporter pad or whatever it was? This is like
that, only messier, much much messier. I'm sure the mouth-breathers love it.

I'd like to take a moment to ask you all the think positive thoughts for the Eros editor.
That has to be one of the most thankless jobs in the universe.

Okay, time's up.

Note: If you can't read the panel above, (and I had to look at the comic book to write
this) here's what's there:

Bottom left corner: After being freed from the window (Footlicker 1), Anodyne is invited
to the Mad Hatter's tea party.

Mad Hatter: "Let's play truth or dare."

Dorm Mouse (lower right): "This comic is unfair to furries."
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The Black Swan
by Mercedes Lackey
Published by Daw Books, Inc., 1999

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Once again I find myself reviewing a book by Mercedes Lackey,
a sci-fi fantasist without peer. Anyone who's familiar with the
ballet "Swan Lake" will know the story, which Ms. Lackey has
given her own unique interpretation. For those of you who aren't
into ballet, here's a brief rundown: the black swan is Odile von
Rothbart, the only child of a powerful, shape-shifting sorcerer,
Baron Eric von Rothbart. Odile lost her mother when she was a

little girl, and her father considers his wife's death the ultimate betrayal. So his self-
appointed task is to fly about the German countryside disguised as an eagle-owl, one
of the most cunning birds of prey, to ensnare faithless women and turn them into
swans. He makes his daughter the guardian of this enchanted flock, giving her the
ability to become a black swan whenever she pleases. But the others are cursed by his
magic to be swans by daylight and maidens by moonlight, including the beautiful
Princess Odette, who becomes the white Swan Queen, the head of this all-female
flock, some of whom are nobly-born ladies, some peasants. But all are guilty of having
betrayed a man in some way or another, usually by refusing to wed the man their
fathers picked for them to marry, which in those days was a no-no for any girl.

Remember, back then it was "Father knows best", and the father was regarded as the
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supreme head of the family, just as the Pope was, and is, the supreme head of the
Catholic Church. Women were considered weak, inferior creatures in need of an older,
wiser being to rule them, so they were ruled by their fathers until they came of age to
marry, sometimes as young as twelve, then they were married off to a suitable
husband of their father's choice. Love matches were a minstrel's fantasy; if you were a
woman, you had to marry whomever your father picked for you, even if he was older
than your father, even if he was an alcoholic, a brute, a gambler, or had another
woman on the side. Or several women, as well as their illegitimate children. Anyway,
Odette, a spirited princess who refused to marry the old man her father the king had
chosen for her, despite the vow he had made to her dying mother never to force her to
marry (because he had a bigger army than the king's and had promised to use it to
defend the kingdom in exchange for a princess bride), challenges the sorcerer to win
her freedom and that of the rest of the flock. Von Rothbart accepts her challenge, and
tells her that she must "capture the faith of a man who knows you as you are, and hold
him as well," for one month, from full moon to full moon, then she will break the spell
upon herself and the other maidens and they will all be free. The catch is, the man
must remain "utterly true to you, and swear to no other."

Odile, who fears her father as much as she loves him, knows in her heart that he has
no intention of keeping his pact with the Swan Queen. Somehow he will find a way to
break it and keep her and the others enslaved. And he does; Queen Clothilde, regent
of a kingdom far from the baron's domain, is scheming to murder her only son, Prince
Siegfried, who is about to turn eighteen and claim his late father's throne. The queen
has gotten too used to ruling to give up the throne now. So she gladly conspires with
the sorcerer to marry her son to his daughter, in exchange for von Rothberg arranging
an untimely death for the prince as soon as his new wife bears him an heir. Unknown
to the sorcerer, his daughter is fast becoming as good an enchanter as he is. She's
getting stronger every day, but is still unsure of her power, because she's still so
dependant on her father's love and approval. She's so blinded by her need for her
father's love, she doesn't even notice, as Odette does, how drained of energy she feels
after her father touches her, or how listless the flock of swans becomes after he has
been to see them. He is drawing energy from his own daughter, as well as the swan
maidens, in order to make himself and his magic stronger. Will Odile see through her
father's machinations in time to save her friend the Swan Queen and the other
enchanted maidens from spending the rest of their lives as swans?

As ever, Ms. Lackey writes with one foot in the realm of fantasy and one in the real
world, giving us a look at life in the past and how hard it really was for peasants and
nobles alike; living in drafty homes without central heating or running water (all those
colorful tapestries you see on the walls of castles in the movies are there as much to
keep the drafts out as for decoration), going without fresh vegetables all winter and
eating only cured meats like ham because there was no refrigeration to preserve
perishable food, making all their clothing by hand, drinking only wine or beer because
the local water was often brackish or tainted by cholera. All the nasty little details of
living in the past that are so often passed over by other novelists are casually
mentioned in passing by Ms. Lackey, as if they were no big deal, just some minor
inconveniences the characters have to put with every day, the same way we put up
with traffic jams and newspaper strikes. But her talent for creating sympathetic
characters causes you to believe there really was a beautiful princess enchanted into
swan shape by an ambitious, woman-hating sorcerer, who doesn't hesitate to use his
own daughter to further his ambition. The handsome Prince Siegfried is not without
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flaws, among them being overly fond of women, but he is redeemed in the end by his
love for the Swan Queen. But your heart must go out to young Odile, the sorceress in
training, when she finally discovers her father's evil plan, which is to replace the Swan
Queen with his own daughter in disguise at the prince's coming of age costume ball,
where he plans to announce his betrothal to the woman he loves.

The theme of the story seems to be that of loyalty and betrayal; two parents, Queen
Clothilde and Baron von Rothberg, intend to betray their children for the sake of their
own ambition, while their children, Odile and Siegfried, are trying so hard to win their
love and approval. Odile hides the true extent of her sorceress talent from her father
when she sees he only approves of her "womanly" magics, like a spell for cleaning and
dusting a hall full of shabby old banners, while Siegfried plays the dutiful son and puts
aside his wastrel ways to court the favor of the people he must rule, showing respect to
the older nobles at court and playing fair with their sons while practicing swordplay,
even being nice to the six princesses his mother comes up with for him to choose a
bride from. Of course, once he meets Odette all bets are off. Odile's moment of truth
comes at the royal costume ball, which she and her father are invited to, of course,
when she finds herself in a beautiful black swan costume wearing the face of Odette
and being presented to the prince as his beloved by her treacherous father, whose
magic prevents her from speaking up and telling Siegfried who she really is.

The hypocrisy of a sorcerer who considers it his duty to seek out and punish
treacherous women, while betraying the woman who is closest to him, is equaled only
by the hypocrisy of a queen who wishes to go on ruling for the good of the state
because her son is so incompetent, blissfully ignoring the fact that she raised him that
way, to insure she'd be asked to go on ruling once it was seen how hopeless a ruler
Siegfried would be. Clothilde is as ill-pleased to see Siegfried becoming a good ruler
as von Rothberg is at seeing his daughter attempting to master stronger magic,
because both know that their plans will be foiled if their children turn out to be as good,
or better, than they are. In the "Swan Lake" ballet, Prince Siegfried and Odette choose
to commit suicide together rather than be parted, but in Ms. Lackey's retelling of the
tale Odile is given the sad choice of either betraying her friend the Swan Queen or
betraying her father the evil sorcerer, so that at least one of them can live happily ever
after. Which proves that "what goes around comes around"; treachery breeds
treachery, and parents who abuse their authority over their children shouldn't be
surprised to find those same children turning against them when they get old enough
to know what's going on.

"The Black Swan" is an excellent coming-of-age tale for a young girl, especially one
who's into ballet and folklore. It's also a good read for those who enjoy traditional
fantasy with a twist, the "what if" school of fantasy of which Mercedes Lackey is a
proud graduate, along with Tanith Lee (Read Lee's "Red As Blood", a gothic retelling of
the Snow White story in which the heroine is a vampire), both of whom have built
successful writing careers as much on the retelling of old tales as on their own original
material. I highly recommend it!
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Putting Another Black Cloud In The Sky
Angst Boy Comics # 7
Story and Art by: Karl Christian
Published by: Angst Boy Comics
Visit Angst Boy Group http://groups.yahoo.com/group/angstboy

Review by Kathy LaFollett

The whole is more than the sum of it's parts. Every part of the
whole of this issue resonates. I love the stickers on the front and

back, the binding is perfect. It seems so careless and flippent. The inkings are strong,
sharp, fast and borderline doodled. As though the artist has a hard time keeping up
with his thoughts.

The whole package screams, "QUICK! Look
at this before I forget what I was saying!"

A read through gives
another part of the
whole. Our cynical,
sarcastic, confused
human subject who
hates people, and yet

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/angstboy
http://liheliso.org/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/angstboy
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/angstboy


Archived Entry - 06/15/2005: "Comic review: Putting Another Dark Cloud in the Sky"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000383.htm[4/27/2019 3:23:08 PM]

hates not being
around them. Or maybe not; truly not even
the therapist is sure about that one.

Deeper almost directly in the middle of the
book we find a page spread that is the core
of the problem, the flashpoint to the angst
that is our subjects bane. Death. Someone
died, maybe.

Concrete graphics
leave no concrete
information. Issue 7
does what the best
graphic novels/comic
books do; it enables the reader to understand the feelings of the
characters, not necessarily the reasons for those feelings. We
are able to completely empathize with a drawing.

Now THATS comic book excellence.
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Sympathy for the Devil
by Holly Lisle
published by Baen Books, 1996

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

This book was published by Baen, which is responsible for giving
us the delightful "Chicks In Chain Mail" series. The story takes
place in Charlotte, North Carolina (the Bible Belt, no less!), where
a compassionate, widowed nurse named Dayne Kuttner, who is
sick at heart from being forced to maintain the bodies of
comatose and brain-dead patients, as well as at the injustice of
seeing good people die while bad people seem to live forever,

sends up a prayer to God which is more of a challenge. She asks Him to give all the
damned one more chance to redeem themselves. "You said ask and believe. So now
I'm asking. Let them have the chance to repent, God. All of them. Every single soul in
Hell. Let them have the chance to learn from the mistakes they made; let them into
Heaven if they repent."

Like most average Christians, Dayne is unaware of the fact that the damned in Hell can
be redeemed at any time; all they have to do is ask for God's forgiveness, in all
sincerity, the same way that she prayed. Unfortunately, the damned are just too proud
to ask God's forgiveness. All of them, from Satan himself down to the merest imp,
would rather be damned than admit they were wrong to rebel against God.

http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0-671-87703-8
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0-671-87703-8
http://baen.com/


Archived Entry - 06/15/2005: "Book review: Sympathy for the Devil"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000382.htm[4/27/2019 3:23:11 PM]

But being the just and merciful Father that He is, God decides to grant Dayne's prayer-
-in His own way. Most average Christians are also unaware of the fact that God has a
sense of humor. In fact, He's a consummate practical joker, which is why you should
be careful what you pray for, because you might get it. In this case, God contacts
Satan and gives him permission to set up a branch office in Charlotte, to be staffed
entirely by demons, imps, succubae and other infernal denizens in human disguise.
Oh, He puts plenty of restrictions on them, like forbidding them to physically harm a
human being, using threats of violence, force or coercion to make them sign a demonic
pact, and any other underhanded device. He just wants Satan and his minions to play
by the rules and use conventional means to persuade humans to sign their souls over
to them; promises, bribes, offers of money and power, access to attractive and willing
sexual partners, etc. In other words, the same recruiting tactics that all your average,
high-powered corporate firms use to attract recruits.

Naturally Satan jumps at the chance to raise some hell on earth and immediately puts
his second in command, Agonostis--Chief Fallen Angel in Charge of Lust and
Fornication--in charge of their new branch office, with orders to not only increase
profits and souls for the first fiscal year, but to bring him the soul of Dayne Kuttner in
thirty days. Since Agonostis' fornication numbers are currently at an all time low, due to
the spread of the AIDS virus, he's in no position to refuse. So, after setting up office in
an abandoned warehouse, with over fifty-eight thousand of Hell's finest fiends, a bunch
of computers and boxes of assorted supplies (instruments of torture, law books and
contracts, clothing consisting of hellish polyester leisure suits in Lava Orange,
Gangrene Green, Boil Red, etc.), Agonostis puts himself through an earthly hell called
a shopping mall, disguised as a balding, paunchy, middle-aged man, and emerges with
new clothes and a new body, both of which he changed into in the men's room. Now
stereotypically tall, dark, and handsome and calling himself Adam D'Agonostis, he goes
about the damnation of Dayne Kuttner, mixing business with pleasure as he makes all
the right moves and finds her responding in all the ways a small, dark, and pretty
woman usually responds to the attentions of a handsome man, especially when her
own man has been dead for a year.

But a funny thing happens to Agonostis while he's on the highway to hell; he ends up
falling in love with Dayne, while she's falling in love with him. Slowly but surely, the evil
in him begins to turn into goodness, to the chagrin of Satan, who sends in Agonostis'
archrival Jezerael, a female demon who's lusting after his job, as a backup plan. She
goes about the damnation of Dayne in a much more businesslike way and actually
seems on the verge of winning her soul, except for a small technicality she overlooks--
and everyone knows the only way to beat the devil is on a technicality.

This book can best be classified as a serious comedy. It starts out humorous, becomes
deadly earnest, then does a 180-degree turn and becomes funny again. Even God
doesn't remain static; He appears as the conventional white-bearded and robed
Christian god, as well as one-eyed Odin, and even as a full-figured African fertility
goddess with braided hair, to keep checking on Dayne's welfare. So much for the
atheistic claims about God's indifference! He does care about us, very much; He just
doesn't want to interfere in our lives or try to influence our freely made choices. That's
why He's mostly an observer nowadays, because nobody really wants divine
intervention in their lives unless they ask for it with all sincerity, the same way that
Dayne prayed for the damned, especially her late husband, a handsome devil with a
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weakness for other women. Holly Lisle must have a great deal of insight into the
human soul, to be able to write about God and Satan in such a believable way, one
that has you cheering for the good guys--not all of whom are angels--and gloating over
the defeat of the bad guys, not all of whom are demons. By the end of the story, as
damnation becomes salvation for one lonely soul, you may find yourself shedding a
tear over the revelation that God does love us after all, so much that it hurts Him to see
us screwing up our lives in pursuit of money, power, sex, fame, and all the other
transient things that mean so little in the end.
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Lene Taylor reads comics and then podcasts about it!

This is SO exciting! Not only because it's Lene T, but because she is the first woman in
comics podcasting (that we know about)! Even if you don't like comics, go have a
listen; it's not just about comics.

If you link to such things, we'd be much obliged if you'd link to her podcast at
http://ireadcomics.blogspot.com/2005/06/first-show-up.html. Thanks!
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Interview with Roberto Delgado

Roberto Delgado’s work evolves from the reality of the photo.
Both his easel work and public art murals have been based on
the people and circumstances that he encounters, with both
being an appreciation of the human figure. He was born and
raised in the Koreatown area of Los Angeles, did his time in the
US Army, and is a 1976 MFA graduate of UCLA. He spent most
of the 70s and 80s in Chiapas State, Mexico, where he honed his
skills in murals and public art. In 1985 he was awarded a
Fulbright Fellowship and lived in Mexico City, working on large
monotypes and murals. Delgado works and lives in Los Angeles,
the second largest city in Mexico. He continues to paint and lately
has been doing some airbrush over photosilkscreen experiments
in cut fired tile. Mr. Delgado gave this interview via email to Kathy
Gallegos of the Avenue 50 Studio where Mr. Delgado has a show
up until July 4, and Ginger Mayerson of J LHLS in June 2005.

Ginger Mayerson: What are you working on these days?

Roberto Delgado: I make my money from public art
commissions, mostly in the public sector. I use acrylic for indoor
treatments and tile for the outdoors. I have no illusions that what I
do for shows such as at Avenue 50, is more than just fun, fun, fun
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and maybe a bankroll for my estate down the line.

GM: What media do you work most in?

RD: Acrylic when the weather is nice and wet and the paint flows like butter; oils when
not; and 2D ceramic tiles with airbrush over photosilkscreen glazes.

GM: Did you have formal training in art or are you self-taught?

RD: MFA, UCLA, 1976. GI Bill, good scholarship money, free medical, a studio, and
the keys to the print shop. Other than that, self-taught in murals and ceramic tile.

GM: What artists or art periods, if any, do you feel have influenced or inspired your
work?

RD: Benvenuto Cellini and the interesting intrigue of public art in the renaissance. Not
so much because he was such a great artist, but because Benvenuto took no crap
from anybody in a time when this could get you killed by a cardinal named Borgia
and/or his sister Lucretia. Had good discipline to keep the inspiration going and was an
excellent craftsman and technician. Wouldn't want to live at that time, though.

GM: What do you consider the most important aspects and experiences in your
development as an artist?

RD: Chiapas, Mexico in the 70s and 80s.

GM: How has your personal and artistic background influenced your art?

RD: Stationed with US Army Southern European Task Force, Vicenza, Italy, 1967-70,
midway between Padua and Verona. Good art history. And then I went to Chiapas. Oh
boy. Now, hanging out at these places and making some art takes a little bit of self-

http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Ave50/Ave50DelgadoThirst.jpg
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discipline. In public art, working with others not necessarily harmoniously, but to get
the job done with the highest quality - that helps. And that's probably a personal
background that has more to do with high school sports than Painting 101.

Kathy Gallegos: Does your culture or the Chicano culture here in Los Angeles have
any influence in your art?

RD: The culture of Mexico, about thirty centuries old, two hours away, and still
maintained. Can't avoid it. Unlike the Germans and Irish, it's right next door. "Chicano
culture" is such characteristically gringo hubris, as if it's not part of something bigger,
and sprouted whole cloth from the inner city. But then Mexican has always been
considered a dirty word - especially by Mexicans born, living, and dying in LA. See
denials and misperceptions below.

GM: What are the most important aspects and experiences in your practice of art
now?

RD: Denials and mass misperceptions: Apart from being a
moneymaker, the public art game is interesting in how it's looked
at by the fine arts establishment. On the one hand, the High
Renaissance is studied and praised, on the other, no one
considers a contemporary muralist a serious artist. Which is good
for me, because they don't teach public art and mural painting in
the university art departments, giving me less competition and
good job prospects. Denials and misperceptions: "Chicano" art as
if that 600 pound gorilla called Mexico had nothing to do with it.
For those who bother to see deeply the colors and forms of
what's coming out of an LA barrio, if not read about what the
Olmecs were doing around the time of Abraham, low rider culture
has more to do with the Mercado Sonora in Mexico City than with
Detroit. Detroit has a good basketball team.

GM: Are there any shows in the LA area or elsewhere you've
seen lately that have had an impact on you?

RD: No, but they're a lot of fun to go to and watch the people with
some free wine.

KG: If you would talk with younger artists, how would you explain
the role of inspiration and self-discipline?

RD: It's hard to keep inspiration going without some self-
discipline, and self-discipline is easier when you have mastered
the craft, and mastering the craft is OJT and trial and error. And if you don't enjoy the
above, you probably want some money up front so get your real estate license, make
some bread, and buy my art.

KG: Which is more important?

RD: Self-discipline.

GM: What are you reading and/or listening to these days?

http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Ave50/Ave50DelgadoWomanWithEggCrates.jpg
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RD: Book on what happened in China at the start of the investment frenzy in the
1990s. Written by a Brit who learned Mandarin and was in on some of the biggest Wall
Street underwitings of China Inc. Listening to Wayne Healy's XM satellite radio at the
Rosemead studio: Bull Dog Drummond and the Whistler from late 40s radio; the latest
from La Habana and Paris. Other than that, classical guitar.

GM and KG: Thank you, Roberto.

Mr. Delgado has a show of paintings at Avenue 50 Studio, 131 N. Ave 50, in Highland
Park until July 4. Please call 323-258-1435 for gallery hours or visit the website at
www.Avenue50Studio.com

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

http://avenue50studio.com/
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417


Archived Entry - 06/13/2005: "An Interview with Roberto Delgado"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000379.htm[4/27/2019 3:23:21 PM]

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 06/11/2005: "Manga review: iD_ENTITY 1"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000378.htm[4/27/2019 3:23:26 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Manga review: Visitor 1"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "An Interview with
Roberto Delgado"]

06/11/2005 Archived Entry: "Manga review: iD_ENTITY 1"

iD_eNTITY 1
Written by Hee-Joon Son
Art by Youn-Kyung Kim
TokyoPop, Inc. 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Hee-Joon Son, the author of iD_eNTITY, has come up with a
horribly plausible idea for the next next generation of
videogame consoles -- dream-mode. Dream-mode allows
players to jack into their MMORPG of choice to play all night
instead of just frittering away eight hours sleeping. So, yes, this

means that five to ten years from now I will be a psychotic, REM-state deprived
zombie, but I will have finished Final Fantasy XII, by golly!

Other than making me worry about what the clerks at EB Games will be like after they
have completely given up sleep as an option and puzzle over the creators’ eccentric
grasp of capitalization, iD_eNTITY is a fun read. It follows the adventures of three
friends obsessed with a fictional MMORPG (massively multi-player online role playing
game) called Lost Saga.

Despite being published by the very Japanese-sounding Tokyopop, iD_eNTITY comes
to us from South Korea, the country voted most likely to forego sleep in favor of playing
Lineage for the tenth year running. MMORPGs of all sorts are hugely popular in South
Korea... which distinguishes them from North Korea, where WMDs are the current fad.
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I take exception to the fact that this manga is identified as cyberpunk on the back
cover. Cyber, definitely. Punk? I think not. Thus far in the story, only the villains wear
black. Instead of a grey, Orwellian bourgeois-hell, the protagonists’ "real" reality is a
school where cute, big-eyed girls wear plaid mini-skirts and over-sized knee socks. No
one is addicted to anything... except for the game. The characters aren’t even allowed
to drink in the virtual tavern in the game world. Where’s the punk in that? If anything,
iD_eNTITY must fall into the heretofore under-publicized genre of cybercute. Mark your
calendar if this is the first time you have heard the term. It won’t be the last time...
especially if the Japanese have any say in the matter.

The characters seem like standard issue at first. Our primary protagonist is shy and
sensitive in the real world, but a bold hero in the game world. His friends are an
impetuous muscle-man type and a mysterious intellectual type. They run into a pair of
faux bad girls who are actually pop singer princesses slumming it in cyberland.

The only thing that saves iD_eNTITY from cliché-ville is its sense of humor. The
running jokes get more amusing with repetition instead of more annoying... which is a
very good thing. The author gives each character his or her own foibles. These
imperfections are frequently deployed to deflate the plot’s attempts to turn the story
into something too serious. The banter between the friends is easy and charming.
iD_eNTITY’s humor is heavily based in online RPG culture, but is not unintelligible to
the uninitiated. Should the reader begin to feel left out of the cyber-loop, a lexicon of
gaming slang has thoughtfully been provided at the back of this volume

As far as the graphics go, the title of this manga is an indication of the type of fun artist
Youn-Kyung Kim likes to have with fonts. In a touch I thought was particularly
effective, game commands are rendered in a gothic typeface to distinguish them from
normal dialogue.

The artwork is pretty much what you’d expect in a teen-adventure manga, but makes
up in boldness and energy anything it lacks in originality. Characters and their
accoutrement are stylishly rendered. Wacky chiba versions of the characters appear to
indicate zany-ness in progress.

Overall, I give iD_eNTITY two cyber-thumbs up. If you are a massively multiplayer
online role-playing gamer looking for a massively offline role-playing game manga,
then this is the book for you!
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Visitor 1
By Yee-Jung No
TokyoPop, Inc. 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

The first thing that hits you about Yee-Jung No's Visitor is the
artwork. The style is teen romance with an eerie edge too it. A
handful of the main characters have the big sparkly eyes and
lush hairstyles so typical of teen romances. In stark contrast,
other characters are drawn in a much simpler, no frills graphic
style.

This juxtaposition of styles makes the more elaborately rendered characters stand out
to the point of seeming out of place. The "everyday" characters at the high school in
which this story is set are so plain they make the exceptional characters seem almost
like supernatural beings.

Characters frequently remark on the stunning beauty of Hyo-Bin Na, the main
character. The artist has drawn her in such a way that the reader too will be
mesmerized by her extraordinary loveliness. Hyo-Bin Na has the most beautiful hair
I've ever seen on a manga character. She has long, obsessively highlighted black hair
that she wears in a different and more interesting style in almost every scene. Her eyes
are long-lashed and super-sparkly. She even has lips which is sort of rare for manga-
girls. Hyo-Bin's beautiful, sad face dominates almost every page of this manga.
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She is both haunting and haunted. Yee-Jung's art lets you know right away that there's
something weird about this girl. And yet you still feel drawn to her.

The storyline doesn't let the reader get too comfortable either. Just at the point when
you've settled in and decided that this is just a typical high-school romance, an event of
bizarre violence takes place. Is Hyo-Bin Na the perpetrator of these acts, or the
helpless pawn of some evil force? Tune in next issue to find out and to see what
gorgeous thing she's done with her hair. I know I will!
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Excerpts from an exciting new book on Delta blues (think Muddy Water's thoughts) that
reviewer Betsy Phillips worked on: Lost Delta Found. Many are called but damn few
are cool enough. Or something.

This book isn't shipping yet, but here's the Powells link. God, how does anyone
compete with Amazon anymore?
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Specialty perfume blends: Organic Herba
Fresca, Organic Coco Coriandre, and
Organic Aqua Fioria from Escential Oils and
Lotions

Review by Kathy LaFollett

I've never been a big jewelry fan. I only wear my wedding rings. I've never been a
perfume fan either. Most scents seemed contrived, chemical, and fake. Like cheap
makeup.

I'm still not a big fan of jewelry. But the three specialty blends from Escential.net have
completely changed my mindset about fragrances. After a short time of having them, I
feel naked if I don't wear one of them.

Escential's blends are so incredibly organic in nature, that they can only be incredibly
organic in presentation.

I've always felt uncomfortable wearing fragrances because they seem an intrusion on
other's space. Sure, I may like the smell, but what if the other people in the elevator
hate it? And can anyone deny the experience of having an older woman (great-
grandma age) walking past them in the grocery store and thinking "Holy hell woman!
You smell like a French Whore House!"
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So I stayed away from wearing fragrances.

I've been wearing these three particular blends daily since receiving them. Everyday,
swapping one for the next. I am a business professional and am out among peers and
the general public daily. I have received an unsolicited compliment about these scents
EVERY DAY I've been out. And most of those days were multiple compliments. The
one comment that was stated consistently was how natural the scent smelled. Like
wildflowers and their scent belong in a field, so to Escential blends belong on a
woman. They are natural, and compliment the wearer, not overpowering at all. One
gentleman even stated the scent was a pleasant surprise, and asked where he could
get a bottle for his wife.

Unlike some fragrances where the first hour is an overpowering presentation (as the
alcohol evaporates pushing the scent out fast) and dying a weak and somewhat ugly
version of itself hours later, Escential fragrance lasts well throughout the day quietly
ending as it began; pleasant and complimentary.

Currently I only have 2 of the three blends left. My daughter permanently borrowed the
"Organic Aqua Fioria" scent. Flowers and more flowers in that one. She loves it so
much her haute fragrances (ie, Chanels etc.) sit gathering dust on her vanity. This
speaks volumes here, we are talking about a Louis Vuitton/Gucci/Tiffany/Chanel/Marc
Jacobs/Prada girl, turning her back on the very names and houses she worships in her
general buying practices.

Which makes perfect scents.

Their website escential.net is also a pleasure to use. The navigation and presentation
is clean and crisp just as their fragrances. I highly recommend you visit and look
around. They have 130 different blends and bases to choose from in the fragrances,
and you can literally create your own. They offer skin care, soaps, lotions, oils,
aromatherapy in different forms and even products for men. Their prices are shockingly
low considering the quality and uniqueness. This is a company and product line that
will be around for quite sometime I should think.

I'm an adamant Escential fragrance wearer now, and will be visiting their website to try
new blends and other sundries.

Now, if someone would like to send me diamonds or gold jewelry to review, I may
change my mind on that subject as well.
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Are You There Alone? The Unspeakable Crime of Andrea Yates
By Suzanne O'Malley
Published by Simon and Schuster
Visit : http ://www.simonsays.com/
*The updated edition "Are You There Alone?" features a new
chapter on the appeal of the Yates case, as well as personal
updates on both Andrea and Rusty Yates.

Review by Kathy LaFollett

I lightly followed the Yates murders when it hit MSNBC and CNN
like a Mac Truck. I remember thinking, no mother in her right
mind could do such a thing -- 5 times in a row -- without being
insane. No way.

As the national press and media fed upon the bodies and souls involved like demonic
vampires (nope, I have no faith or respect for the mainline media) the collective
masses watching learned nothing but misinformation, lies, and prejudicial statements.
Some grew to hate religion, some the husband, some the system, some the mother,
and some all of the above. And others, particularly one investigative reporter, chose to
be analytical, logical, and unemotional for the sake of the truth. And in so doing, single-
handedly saved a sick woman's life, and brought justice to the situation.

Ms. O'Malley's work is currently being praised and honored. That in itself is validation,
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but it is obvious she had a larger reason for working so hard, long, and personally on a
woman's case in Texas. Because THIS woman's case in Texas could be ANY woman's
case in any other corner of the world.

Andrea Yates was failed by her family, her husband, her doctors, her religion, and her
friends. She was sick from the very beginning. With each birth (supposedly chosen by
god) she drew closer to imploding. It would later be found that her family has a history
of bipolar illness. AFTER her delusional sick self murdered her children. To late.

And that is the story of Andrea Yates. Too little, too late. A day late and a dollar short.
At the moment of needed justice and fair trial, an expert witness would lie through
arrogance and laziness. Defense attorneys would fail to see the bigger picture and
expose that lie, and Andrea Yates would be convicted on a reference to a nonexistent
television show episode in HALF the time it took a jury to indict.

The last final blow to her luck and destiny?

It all happened in Texas. Texas has an extremely difficult legal system for the insane.
You can't win for losing or vice a versa. Damned if you do, and damned if you don't.
But I'll let the eloquent skill and strong knowledge of Suzanne O'Malley explain that bit
of ironic fluff. Suffice it to say, Andrea Yates was damned the day she became sick and
has been living the very life she tried to eliminate from her children's. Living the life of
the damned.

This book is MORE than just a story of a family ripped apart and destroyed by religion,
medicine, and law. This is an indictment against those very systems. An incredibly
gripping read, that quietly whispers "This could be you and your children, and no one
will really give a damn either."

To Ms. O'Malley's credit, she saved a life, extinguished countless lies, uplifted a family,
held out hope to a sick woman tormented by demons and meds, and continues to hold
out hope to that woman. The word tragedy does not touch upon the sadness and loss
contained in this story.

Are You There Alone? The Unspeakable Crime of Andrea Yates is an absolute must
read.

There by the grace of god (or lack thereof) go I.
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Lions, Tigers and Bears 1-3
By Mike Bullock and Jack Lawrence
Published by Image Comics

Review by Kathryn Ramage

Oh my!

Despite the title, this children's comics series has only a basic
thematic similarity to The Wizard of Oz: a young person is drawn
into a fabulous fantasy world, journeys to see the ruler of this
land, faces some dangers, and learns some important lessons
about growing up along the way. Instead of a scarecrow and

tinman, our young hero's companions are all huge jungle cats (and not one of them
cowardly).

Our hero is a young boy named Joey, who is moving to a new home and is trying to
overcome his fear of the dark. He is especially worried about the monsters in his
closet, which he calls "The Beasties."

Before he leaves, his grandmother, a reputedly wacky old lady whose "cheese is
sliding off her cracker," gives him a present: a set of four cute little stuffed animals to
place around his bed at night to protect him from the Beasties. They are a lion named
Pallo (Leader of the Pack!); a black panther named Minerva; an orange tiger named
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Venus; and a white tiger named Ares. On his first night in his new home, Joey puts the
four animals around his bed -- and, sure enough, as soon as he's asleep, something
tries to come in through the closet, but Pallo blocks the way. The next night, Joey finds
himself in the midst of a battle: the cute little stuffed animals have grown into full-sized,
hip-talking big cats, and they are fighting grotesque ape-like creatures. In the course
of the battle, Joey is pulled into the cats' world, with no immediate prospect of getting
home. The king of this land, when we meet him, is a giant bear who looks very much
like the teddy-bear who used to protect Granny when she was a child.

It's a colorful story, with some dark shadings–intense at points, but not too graphic
(when injured, the denizens of the big cats' world literally have the stuffing torn out of
them) -- charmingly written and occasionally funny. And the cats are cool.
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Palestine
Story and Art by Joe Sacco
Published by Fantagraphics

Review by Kathy LaFollett

I've put off writing this review on Palestine for about 2 weeks. I
can't find a place to put my foot down on the opening sentence to
this article. How can I possibly meet the author's extreme skill,
intelligence, patience, empathy and artful execution I find myself
thinking "I am not worthy" to write a word.

The Israel/Palastine conflict (and I use that word "conflict" VERY
loosely in reference) is SO convoluted, so OLD, so very very

deep and painful only those in the theatre of conflict and inherent to the history truly
understand the immensely doomed situation. Until 2001 when Palestine was first
published.

Any reader who carefully reads and studies the art of this publication will finally get a
toehold to this god-forsaken situation. And after you read Palestine you must admit,
God has VERY little to do with the day-to-day life, death and torture that is the
Palestinian experience.

I'll bypass the politics and religion for now, and stay within the boundaries of this
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historic publication. It is historic in that one of history's and present's most violent and
least understood human drama is explained in such a manner that anyone of any age,
religion, race or gender can finally grasp where it came from and why it is what it is
today. Not that it will make a difference to the situation. Generations contained within
the context of the Gaza conflict do not even KNOW what it means to live without fear
or poverty or hunger, or terror, or torture or threat. They only know this state. This sad,
horrendous human state of affairs brought on by deeply engrained religious prejudice
over a swath of land covered in sand. It's really hard to bypass the politics and religion
of this, come to think of it.

It's a mess. It is a travesty. It is useless, and it will never end.

Mr. Sacco has provided a first person expression of his experience on the ground
breaking bread with the very souls that struggle in Palestine. His art drives points home
that are barely a blip on the television news ticker.

Truly, this book should be mandatory reading in every school of every nation in the
world. It should be studied and discussed just as the Holocaust is in every history
class. Yes, there are two sides to every story and conflict. And yes, Israel has a side to
all this as well. But considering Israel has had the World's stage for decades now, it is
heartening, if not enraging at times to hear the Palestinian side.

I dare any open-minded reader to view the history and present of this conflict the same
after reading Joe Sacco's perspective. The term "occupied territories" will no longer be
a vague undefined place of despair.

Palestine is a frightening, riveting, compelling, landmark publication.
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February 9, 2006: UPDATE ON THE NOVEL!
The Lonely Ring Finger (Pre-Order*)
Only the Ring Finger Knows Novel
Author/Artist: Satoru Kannagi, Hotaru Odagiri
ISBN: 1569709041
246 pages
Dimensions: 4 1/8" x 6 3/4"
Release Date: Mar 15, 2006
SRP: $8.95
More info! or Leave a comment!

*Powells has the description wrong, but everything
else is right.

End of update.

EDIT 070105: I don't know if it's been announced elsewhere, but
Isaac Lew of Digital Manga told editor Ginger Mayerson today at
AnimeExpo that the "Only the Ring Finger Knows" novels will be
published in May 2006. Lucky us! Thank you, Digital Manga!

Only the Ring Finger Knows
by Satoru Kannagi
Publisher: Digital Manga Publishing

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709041
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709041
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http://www.s-kannagi.net/top.htm
http://www.dmpbooks.com/manga


Archived Entry - 06/04/2005: "Manga commentary: Only The Ring Finger Knows"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000370.htm[4/27/2019 3:23:49 PM]

Commentary by Lene Taylor

Why Is Yuichi Kazuki So Mean?

Doesn't that sound like a Japanese country-western
song, or maybe an indepdent film title?

This commentary contains plot and character information
that might be considered spoilers. Please proceed at your

own risk. Or come back after you've read the manga. Thank you. ED

Only The Ring Finger Knows is my first exposure to manga/yaoi, and I'm
so pleased that it's first-rate! Of course I'm probably not
understanding more than half of it, but what I do understand I like. A
lot. The artwork is beautiful (one you get into the stylized portrayal of
boys that look like elves) and the text is a cool wonky cross between
Speed Racer and Love & Rockets.

But I digress. What I want to know is: Why Is Yuichi Kazuki So Mean?

I know, I know, he's embarrassed about the fact that he loves Wataru
Fujii - another boy, gasp! - and doesn't know how to show it. He tries
to hide it under a cover of being cool and distant. I went to high
school, I understand this stuff. But he is mean beyond just covering
up his feelings - he's cruel, repeatedly cruel, in ways that seemed
designed to provoke Wataru to violence (and he actually does slap
Yuichi). So is this some Japanese cultural thing I don't get? Problems
in translation? Or is Yuichi just a budding sociopath? To wit:

On page 30, Yuichi calls Wataru "a dummy" for not understand why
his (switched) ring doesn't fit; on page 31, he says "It's creepy being
paired up with a guy", thus insulting both himself and the object of his
desire. On page 44, he insults Wataru's looks by saying "Carrying that
big package makes you look even smaller." Of course, we the
audience realize that Wataru's size - he looks like he's a good six
inches shorter than Yuichi - is part of his appeal to this arrogant alpha
male. The same thing happens again on page 55 when he says that
the wrapping paper of the package Wataru's carrying suits him: "The
floral gift wrapping is a nice, feminine touch." It gets worse on page
56 when Yuichi asks him "You sure you aren't…funny that way?"
Wow, isn't that the pot calling the kettle gay!

The sociopathic stuff starts on page 56, when, after leaning in really,
really close to Wataru, and murmuring his name in a very seductive
way, he says "I just wanted to see how you would react…What, did
you think I was gonna kiss you or something?" This is classic mind-
fucking. Yuichi gets his love-toy all worked up with a blatant come-
on, and then backs off and denies it ever happened, denies that he
even had any naughty intentions. And he ends this little scene by
demanding that Wataru address him as "sir" (which I think is the

http://www.marsimport.com/display_comic.php?ID=7814&affiliateID=20
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difference between "-san", the standard form of address, and "-dono",
which is much more respectful - somebody please let me know what
the original Japanese is).

The final straw comes after Yuichi finally kisses Wataru (and a
wonderfully drawn kiss it is, too) and Wataru pushes him away,
thinking it's a joke. Well, wouldn't you, after all that abuse? Yuichi
decides that if he can't have Wataru, he'll just start dating his little
sister: "She's pretty cute…and I like 'em stubborn. On top of that, the
fact that she looks like you…sounds like fun." Wataru, naturally, hauls
off and pops him one. It's the only thing that shuts him up.

They do end up together in the end, but I gotta wonder - why? Sure,
Yuichi is beautiful and rich (and presumably hung, although we don't
see that), but will love really change him? Won't he just continue to
run this relationship however he wants? There's a little hint of this at
the end, when he kisses a somewhat anxious Wataru right on the
street - with a very firm grip on his wrist. Oh well, maybe Wataru just
likes being a sub. I for one would like to read the novels and find out.

Interesting cultural note: Bells in Japan don't go "ding dong", they go
"kan kon". Who would have guessed?

And now for the original review of this book.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Why older women should read yaoi manga redux.

Warning and Full disclosure: I'm forty-four years old and I've just
started reading yaoi mangas and I'm hooked like a bass. Furthermore,
I know there's a lot of yaoi theory out there and not only have I read
none of it, I intend to read none of it. So what you read here is purely
my impression of what I found thoroughly enjoyable about Only the Ring
Finger Knows, which wins the wacky title of the week award, and what
I found a little squirrelly about it. Frankly, once I got into it, I loved it,
I really loved it. I reviewed another yaoi manga, Passion, earlier and
will be using some of that text. So yes, I know I'm repeating myself,
but no, it's not senility (yet).

When I was twenty-nine I made a point of reading
my first and only Barbara Cartland romance. I read it
because I didn't want such a thing to pollute the
purity of my thirties (my twenties were beyond
redemption). I think I read it in an evening, mildly
enjoyed it and forgot all about it until I read Only the
Ring Finger Knows this week and was reminded of it,
because this manga is as sweet and as full of

improbable events as the Cartland novel. But I liked Only the Ring Finger
Knows much more.

http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/ring1.jpg
http://www.marsimport.com/display_comic.php?ID=7814&affiliateID=20
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Plot synopsis from Digital Manga: "At Wataru Fujii's high school, it's
all the rage to wear paired rings with the girl you love. Wataru wears
one though he is single, and one day inadvertently discovers that his
ring pairs up with that of tall, handsome and smart Yuichi Kazuki, the
senior classman idolized by the entire school. Though Kazuki has a
reputation for being kind to all, when dealing with Wataru, he is
strangely harsh. Their paired rings somehow draw them together and
the two alternately clash and attract, as they must sort out their
budding feelings for each other."

Plot synopsis from Mayerson: "He hates me, he loves me, he doesn't
love me, he's a guy, I'm a guy, I hate him, I love him, he loves
someone else, I can't eat, I can't sleep, how am I ever going to get
over this and get into Tokoyo University? Oh wait! Maybe he. . . he,
um . . " Etc. It's adorable! I wish there were more of this. I understand
there are novels, and if they were translated into English or even
French, I would buy them and read them and obsess on them, too. If
anyone can go to Satoru Kannagi's site, which is in Japanese and tell
him this, I'd be much obliged. If anyone can also tell me why the
author and artist's blood types and sun signs are on the dust jacket,
I'd be much obliged to know that, too. Kind of a nice, but odd (to me),
touch.

So, unlike Passion, Only the Ring Finger Knows is aimed at the sixteen
and over crowd of girls, I assume, because I wonder if guys would get
it at all. This yaoi manga is full the sweetest smooches I've ever seen
between two guys who look like girls. And what causes me to stare at
these kisses is that, although I am far from an expert on how men
kiss each other, it seems to me that Yuichi and Wataru's kisses are
more like the way a gentleman kisses a lady: his hand lightly under
her jaw, more for support and direction, but never dominating,
grasping or scary. Whereas the male kisses I've seen in films and
books, usually one guy has the other guy's skull clamped between his
hands, as if to fully restrain him, and were the other guy, with luck
and dexterity, to liberate himself from such a kiss, he would need to
spend some time in a neck brace later on. So, every time Yuichi
kisses Wataru (and Yuichi is always the active partner), I think, "Gee,
how nice," and what I think might happen in a sequel is between me
and my fevered imagination. But what are yaoi mangas for if not to
give a woman something to think about?

I find it interesting that Only the Ring Finger Knows is aimed at sixteen
and older girls, which is about the age, maybe a little earlier, when
girls begin to wonder what's really going on with boys. And vice
versa, but girls (as I recall) really try to figure it out starting around
age sixteen. I think that a book like Only the Ring Finger Knows would
throw a pretty serious curve into that process because the main
characters are much prettier than most boys that age, hell, they're
prettier than most girls that age. And although the plot is more
rational and better executed, and the main characters are more
masculine than in Passion, Yuichi and Wataru are still not behaving in
any way I've ever seen real boys behave. Maybe real boys do obsess
about each other and maybe they do kiss each other that way, but,
unlike Yuichi and Wataru, who indiscreetly smooch in parks, schools

http://www.dmpbooks.com/titles?n=11
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and in the street, maybe other boys just hide it better. I also don't
know what the social customs in Japan are on such things; Only the
Ring Finger Knows might be firmly in realm of fantasy, of which yaoi is
probably an established part.

Anyway, I thought it was cute. I remember being struck by a line
somewhere in Brideshead Revisted where some woman explains that
boys grow up to be happier men if their first love is another boy
(whether they ever act on it sexually or not). That fits beautifully with
Only the Ring Finger Knows, except you want them to stay together
forever. Come to think of it, that's also what I wanted for those two
guys in Brideshead Revisted, but I digress.

For me, the appeal of gay erotica has always been seeing men
allowing themselves to be vulnerable to and tender with each other.
Yaoi throws that off kilter because the men do look like girls and
what I assumed to be the passive partner really looks more feminine
than the already feminine men around him. But I got over that very
quickly. However, this dissonance, lack of realism, detail, and, well, a
certain amount of logic set up a space for mentally reframing the
action in a more suitable way. At least that's what I did. Yes! I
obsessed on a yaoi manga, I admit it, I freely admit it.

The format throws an uninitiated Westerner off kilter, too, the book is
read right to left and thank you, Digital Manga Publishing, for the
handy-dandy diagram on what seems like the first page, but turns out
to be the last page, explaining how to read the damn thing. Once I got
the hang of it, it still felt weird, but that weird feeling kept me on my
toes, so I really paid attention to what I was reading. This book can
be read more than once, mainly because it can take one or two
readings just to stare at the drawing and get the hang of the format,
another reading just to take it all in, another reading to really focus
on who's speaking to whom and in which panel, another reading to
puzzle over what the hell might be going on here, and all the readings
after that just to mull it over.

So, you know, life is sometimes very stressful and sometimes a grown
woman needs something to relax with after a hard day in the world. I
would recommend Only the Ring Finger Knows, not exactly a literary
valium, but not unlike a literary glass of mid-price Chablis. Enjoy!

Edit November 23, 2004: I guess this isn't yaoi, according to this and
a few other things I read that finally convinced me, it's Shonen-Ai.
Apparently Shonen-Ai is "boy's love" and yaoi is gay porn. It's good to
learn something new everyday.

EDIT June 24, 2005: Hey there, yaoi lovers, don't miss the fabulous
Lene Taylor's wonderful podcasts on Only the Ring Finger Knows and
Desire. They're great!

Replies: 4 comments

Ah, Lene, you are the sunshine of my life, illuminating all the dark
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corners I didn't even realize were dark.

I dunno; based on the manga, I once thought Yuichi was a really nice
guy, but he was driven to act like a jerk by his sexual conflicts over
Wataru. Now I wonder. The only way to really know if he's going to be
a good lover and be good to Wataru, who is the real hero of this story,
is if we can ever read the damn novels! Here's the petition,
http://www.yaoi-manga.com/petition, the more people that sign the
bugger, the better chance we'll all have that DMP will take pity on we
poor suffering fans and publish the novels. Until then, I can only
wonder if Yuichi Kazuki will mellow out and live happily ever after
with Wataru. Or will Wataru dump him and find somebody much nicer.
Or something. I don't know about anyone else, but I NEED those
novels, and NEED them badly.

But, anyway, Lene, thank you for this commentary. Some of these
things were bothering me and I'm glad to seem them so well thought
out and on paper, so to speak. I know you're probably wishing this
was yaoi, but it's actually Shonen-Ai. Here's what Wikipedia has to
say about it http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shonen-ai.

Original review:
http://liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000225.htm
Petiton entry:
http://liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000324.htm

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 06/04/2005 11:11 PM PST

I Like your article and agree about Yuichi being a little mean... he's
still cool though... i for one am only about 14 and read the manga
while some houswives read it > - <; i also love the drawing style,
that's all!

Posted by Akira Watashi Denjiro @ 06/09/2005 03:06 PM PST

If you're still wondering 'Dono' can be translated into 'lord' in
japanese at least that's what I remember <3. I've bought Only The
Ring Finger Knows and LOVE IT!!! I almost missed this baby while
looking throught chapter thinking 'They wouldn't have yaoi/shonen-ai
here would they?' I was soo glad that I found this title it's UBER
AWSOME!! -^_^-

Posted by Destini @ 07/18/2005 03:14 AM PST

I just got ãã®æŒ‡ã ã‘ãŒçŸ¥ã£ã¦ã„ã‚‹ and I really like it. I'm not all
that into shonen ai and all, and was creeped out when I read the back
(or saw the front for that matter) but it was pretty and after reading
about half I was soooo interested.
Wataru is my fav and after reading and really looking at Yuichi's facial
expressions again I can see his inner conflict over being near Wataru.
DMP is doing the novel, so I'm really wanting them now. Too bad it is
in Feb... Looking on the Jap amazon site I think I saw that the authors
have either up to 3 or 4 novels published. I hope DMP does bring the
3rd and 4th ones to America too. They can't just end on the 2nd
one!!!!

http://www.yaoi-manga.com/petition
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shonen-ai.
mailto:fonsecajr@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Lady_Kleopatra@hotmail.com
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I like this, why can't Legal drug be this appealing?
ãã®æŒ‡ã ã‘ãŒçŸ¥ã£ã¦ã„ã‚‹ (OTRFK is good!)

Posted by Me @ 12/26/2005 11:51 PM PST
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Snakes and Earrings
by Hitomi Kanehara
translated by David Karashima
Published by Dutton (Penguin Group USA)

Review by Tom Good

When 19-year-old Lui meets a man whose modified tongue is
forked like a snake's, she becomes fascinated with the idea of
having a tongue like his. She starts with a more conventional
tongue piercing, and before long she has fallen into a Tokyo
subculture of body modification, tattooing, drinking, sex, and

violent crime. Lui narrates her journey in a bored, matter-of-fact manner that reflects
her inner emptiness, as in this excerpt:

"I wondered which would be better -- to work as a prostitute to live, or to die rather than
work as one? I'd say that latter answer would be the one chosen by the healthy mind,
but then again, there's not really anything healthy about being dead. Anyway, they do
say that women who are sexually active tend to have a better complexion. Not that I
cared if I was healthy or not."

Numbed by the lack of meaning in her life, Lui poses as a helpless bystander to her
own choices. The characters never have good reasons for their actions, and so sex,
tattoos, and even murder occur without purpose, like the weather. This book attempts
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to shock the reader with sex and violence, but in a time of Howard Stern, HBO, and
tell-all blogs, the idea of a truly shocking novel seems almost quaint. Still, the graphic
nature of this book guarantees that it is not for everyone.

At the age of 20, author Hitomi Kanehara won Japan's Akutagawa Prize, which is
given to new or rising authors, for this novel. The prize committee must like this type of
story, because Snakes and Earrings has an unmistakable similarity to Ryu Murakami's
novel Almost Transparent Blue, which won the same prize in 1976. Both are tales of
alienated youth who descend into shocking decadence, though Murakami's story
emphasized drugs rather than body-piercing. Though they differ a little in plot, in spirit
they feel like two versions of the same story.

Murakami got there first and had a better turn of phrase, but Kanehara distinguishes
her version with a female perspective and a crisp, condensed style. At 120 pages this
is a quick read, and could make for good summer beach reading in the "I Was A
Teenage Deviant" category.

Other Links: Interview with translator David Karashima
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Portland Rain and
Dream
(Perfume oils from Escential Oils and
Lotions)

Reviews by Tom Good

I live in Portland, so I was curious about what a scent called Portland Rain would smell
like. This fresh, clean floral scent brings up images of a light summer rain shower in the
Portland Rose Garden. It smells like roses, with a nice powdery finish. I wish every
rainy day in Portland smelled this good.

Dream is a cooler, earthier scent that seems to contain vanilla and some spice.
Whereas Portland Rain is very floral and feminine, Dream is sensual but could work for
either sex. It makes me think of walking through an exotic market full of delicious food
and colorful silks.

Escential offers shopping online through their web site, and also has two Portland
stores, one at 710 NW 23rd Ave., and the other at 3638 SE Hawthorne Blvd. I have
been to both of these stores and they are well organized and inviting, with a variety of
bath and skin care products, a large selection of essential and perfume oils, and
friendly service. They also offer custom scents on many of their products, with over
130 oils to choose from, so you can design something for yourself. One-half ounce of
Portland Rain is a bargain at $11. I do not have price information for Dream, but most
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of their other perfume oils seem to be between $11 and $18.
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Arcana #1
by So-Young Lee
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

Inez, a young girl with the power to communicate with animals, is
outdoors with her faithful dog Zode when they witness the first
snowfall in the land in a hundred years. Then after surviving a
terrifying encounter with a demon, Inez wakes up in the Imperial
Palace. There she begins to learn of her destiny, which involves
her abilities and the ancient race of dragons.

Visually, Arcana has a lot of gender ambiguity. Two of the male characters, Yulan and
the Emperor, are both drawn with flowing hair, narrow faces, thin eyebrows, earrings,
and dark, full lips. If the text had not specifically said they were male, I would have
been fairly certain that they were both women. And several other male characters have
a very feminine appearance. On the other hand, the heroine Inez appears with more
masculine clothing and posture, and a boyish body. These artistic choices do add to
the sense of mystery in the story.

The book introduces many different characters and mysteries, but it is written with a
style that hints at things rather than spelling everything out. Whereas some manga
stumble with too much clunky, plodding exposition, Arcana shows what can be
accomplished with a lighter touch. The characters always seem to be speaking to each
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other and not making asides to the reader. This rewards attentive readers with a
satisfying feeling of discovery.

Though Arcana uses some well-worn themes – dragons, demons, and a child with a
mysterious destiny – its treatment of them makes the story feel fresh and new. The art
uses delicate, fine lines and subtle textures to give the book a very pretty, dreamlike
look. It makes for a good start to a new series.
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MICHAEL WINGO
11 Paintings (Cross Series/Large-Scale)
6 week exhibit

Townsend Gallery /Tim Yalda
1581 W. Colorado Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA. 90041
323.478.9513
10am-5pm M-F
weekend hours (call ahead, not sure of exact weekend hours)

Directions:
210 East.
exit Figueroa (south or left)
right (west) Colorado Blvd. (about 5 minutes)

gallery pn north side street at a corner, diagonally across from Trader Joe's on south
side street. just east of Townsend (signal). Street parking (no meters)

Drive-by viewing: Well lit nights/days & clearly visible through huge glass windows
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New Show June 4 2005 -- July 4, 2005

Avenue 50 Studio
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http://liheliso.org/
http://avenue50studio.com/pages/dreamsandvisions.shtml
http://avenue50studio.com/index.shtml
http://avenue50studio.com/index.shtml


Archived Entry - 05/30/2005: "Stages at Ave 50 Studio"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000364.htm[4/27/2019 3:24:10 PM]

Highland Park
323 258 1435

Stages

Pastels and Paint

Leo Limón

Roberto Delgado

Exhibition Dates: June 4 2005 -- July 4, 2005

Artists’ Reception, Saturday, June 4, 2005

The Avenue 50 Studio is pleased to announce an exhibition of contemporary paintings
by artists Leo Limón and Roberto Delgado. Viewing the world as theater of life, Limón
and Delgado, create compositions of intriguing stories painted in Chicano voice.

Leo Limón graces us with a magical theater of mezoamerican cosmic symbols. Rich in
narrative, each piece tells a story of the "world we live in and the spiritual world that
surrounds us".

Rebel artist Roberto Delgado, brings to the forefront a storyboard of socio-political
issues set in a world stage. Confrontational in style, spiritual in his use of color,
Delgado has the ability to grab our attention with his intensely painted canvases.

Please join us for what will prove to be an evening of intense color and intriguing
Chicano stories.

Artist Reception

Date: Saturday, June 4, 2005
Time: 7:00 -- 10:00 p.m.
Place: Avenue 50 Studio, 131 N. Avenue 50, Highland Park, CA 90042, 323.258.1435
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Hollow Men
A Star Trek Deep Space Nine novel
by Una McCormack
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Kathryn Ramage

Deep Space Nine was my favorite Trek series and, for a time, my
favorite TV show. One of the things I loved most about it was its
moral ambiguity -- what the show itself called "shades of gray."
For a change, the Federation was not always right nor perfect.
We frequently heard the points of view of people from other
cultures -- the Bajorans, the Cardassians, Odo, Quark -- and at
times they had very good points about the social blandness or

underlying bigotries of the Federation world. The bad guys could sometimes be helpful,
sympathetic, and even charming. Conversely, our Starfleet heroes sometimes
committed highly questionable acts.

The best episodes of DS9 reflect this ambiguity. For example, the high point of the
sixth season was an episode titled "In the Pale Moonlight." In the midst of the
Federation's war with the Dominion, Captain Sisko hopes to convince the Romulans to
join in the fight. To this end, he engages the services of Garak, the station's resident
outcast Cardassian, former spy, interrogator, and possibly professional assassin.
When their efforts to uncover evidence proving that the Dominion plans to attack the
Romulan Empire next fail, Garak proposes that they forge some. In spite of his
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reservations, Sisko agrees to this plan; he says he'll "do anything" to bring the
Romulans into the war on the Federation's side. He doesn't really mean anything -- as
a upstanding Starfleet officer and Federation citizen, there are limits to how far he'll go
-- but Garak takes him at his word. Step by step as the plan unfolds, Sisko ends up
overlooking, allowing, or encouraging various ethically dubious or illegal acts that
Garak commits under his authority, until the plan culminates in the death of a Romulan
senator and his aides. It's Garak's work, but the Dominion is blamed and the Romulans
become Federation allies, just as Sisko had hoped. At the end of the episode, Sisko is
distressed by the path he's been led along to accomplish his goal, but he insists that he
can live with it–he repeats it several times–and then he deletes the personal log into
which he has narrated all of this. It is a powerful conclusion to a powerful episode.

Una McCormack's Hollow Men follows up with the ramifications of Sisko's and Garak's
actions in "In the Pale Moonlight." The question here is: Can Sisko live with what he's
done after all? The novel begins soon after the events of the episode, and Sisko's
conscience is tormenting him. The death of the Romulan senator Vreenak particularly
haunts him. He blames himself as well as Garak, but seems to take it out on Garak
more than himself.

When the two travel to Earth to attend a conference with the Federation's new allies,
Sisko's conscience finally overwhelms him. He confesses to his superiors, and their
response is not at all what he expects. Then, two mysterious men show up to tell
Garak that they have another job for him: There is a troublesome ex-Starfleet officer
who's now leading an anti-war movement; he's been speaking out against the military,
and they want him silenced....

What follows is a tense and compelling story, as Sisko tries to work through his
unassuaged guilt, and Garak tries to determine the best way to cope with the
impossible situation Sisko's confession has put him in. The resolutions to their
individual problems are not simple nor entirely comfortable, but they are wonderfully
within the spirit of the episode they follow and the best of DS9 as a series. It's a look at
the Federation's highest ideals versus its dark side, plus some ugly truths about the
exigencies of war. When I finished reading, I was left feeling almost as if I had seen a
new episode of the show for the first time in a long time.

While all this is going on on Earth, the rest of the DS9 crew is involved in a subplot
back on the space station that concerns the theft of a large amount of liquid latinum,
some darling Bajoran matrioshka dolls, an odd alien prisoner of Odo's who doesn't
seem to stay in his cell, and Dr. Bashir's sudden distaste for his favorite Bond-type spy
games (I am especially grateful to Una for leaving the odious holo-lounge singer Vic
until the very last pages, and not letting him into the rest of the story).
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Jing: King of Bandits #4
by Yuichi Kumakura
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

Jing: King of Bandits is a fantasy story. Not fantasy as in "Elf vs.
Orc medieval smack-down," but fantasy as in Alice in
Wonderland or even Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Its world
contains buses shaped like crocodiles, trains pulled by giant dodo
birds, an orb that can steal dreams, and a thief named Jing who
wants that orb.

Jing, accompanied by a magical bird called Kir, is incarcerated in a prison called
Seventh Heaven. He plans to steal the dream orb from another prisoner, but before he
can finish the job, he discovers that he is actually in the "prison of dreams," where
escape will be even more difficult, the geography resembles an Escher drawing, and
most of the inhabitants are the stuff of nightmares.

The plot is fairly strange and unpredictable, but it held my interest. The text
incorporates bits of song lyrics, a Biblical quote, and even rhymed verse, including a
short parody of Poe's The Raven. All the language works so well throughout the story,
it is easy to forget that this is a translation.
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What I liked best about this book was Kir. The little bird fills the role of the goofball
sidekick, and though that is not exactly a new concept in manga, here it is brilliantly
done. Artistically, Kir reminds me of Dave Sim's Cerebus character. They both have
very expressive faces, and are funniest when they are being intensely serious. Kir
tends to steal the show, but if anyone can steal it back, the King of Bandits can.
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Witchblade, #83
Written by Ron Marz
Published by Top Cow

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Editor note: This is not the cover for this comic because I coudn't
find the cover for this comic.

Well I feel like a dweeb. I've never read WitchBlade before. I thought it was a television
show.

#83 with it's limited cover pretty much fixed that situation, though. Imagine it only took
Top Cow 22 pages to make me an addict. I'm a TombRaider addict, too. I think I'm
living vicariously. ((damn you Top Cow))

Sara Pezini in her old yet new form is an inviting lead for this reader. I also love
Batman and Lara Croft for the same reason. The hero/heroine has a particular
"characteristic"; super power, anger, divine declination to villain kill'n, whatever, and
they fully and wholly embrace that situation and insane drive as we would embrace our
latest fad diet.

I LOVE that. I LOVE a balls-to-the-wall, F-it attitude that smears the face of confusion
with silence.
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Sara and Lara and Bruce himself welcome crazy turns of events and people and
villains and environments that would make the rest of us pass out in fear. But they
jump in, eliminate the deal and walk off for a smoke, or a bite to eat, or just that badass
strut into the sunset.

So yeah, Witchblade is on my reading list now and I highly suggest you give her a look.
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Hunter/Killer Issue #1
Created by Marc Silvestri and Mark Waid
Published by Top Cow

Review by Kathy LaFollett

It's a GOOD thing I make some serious bank as a Graphic Artist.
Top Cow is going to cost me a lot of change.

Hunter/Killer is an extravaganza of Best Practices in Comic Book
creation.

We've got Ultra Sapiens crawling around planet earth, and of
course we earthlings of normal report have NO clue they are here or there, or washing
our car for that matter. What happens if these Ultra Sapiens go "rouge"? The
Hunter/Killers step forward and clean house.

Into Issue 1 we learn quickly that Ultra Sapiens are pretty normal (contextually
speaking of course) and have children, families and lives they lead out just like Subpar
Sapiens (that would be us). Issue 1 also teaches us that there are good Ultra Sapiens
and bad Ultra Sapiens and just like any other race, they war amongst themselves for
power.

This is getting interesting, eh?
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http://liheliso.org/
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It looks as though we'll have Ellis, a power by proximity Ultra Sapien to walk us through
the coming storylines. Poor kid, just as we and he were trusting and caring about his
parents they up and go Ultra Violent on him and...

Never mind, go buy the comic.

Outrageous lead, ink, and paint drive the Ultra Cool writing. Ellis already proves out the
theory that Ultra Sapien does NOT mean non-human. Many familiar emotions and
tribulations will be able to be written through this new character.

It's imperative you and I both scrounge out a copy of #0. This is a collector series. I can
smell the creamy coolness of collectible all the way from here.
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Star Trek -- Engine's of Destiny
By Gene DeWeese
Published by Pocket Books, a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.

*available as a downloadable eBook!

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Montgomery Scott has decided to leave Starfleet after the death
of James T. Kirk. A chance encounter with a mysterious woman
named Guinan leads him to hitch a ride on the U.S.S Jenolen --
which crashes into a Dyson Sphere, leaving only Scotty to
survive suspended as a transporter pattern.

After seventy-five years as a transporter pattern, Scotty is revived aboard the
Enterprise-D -- on which Guinan serves as a bartender. Fate has not finished with
either Scotty or Guinan. The engineer hatches an audacious plan to travel back in time
and rescue Jim Kirk the moment before he would vanish into the nexus and bring him
back to the twenty-fourth century without damaging the timeline.

Scotty's plan, however, does not go as expected. Though Kirk is rescued, the famed
captain and the engineer, as well as Captain Picard, Guinan and the crew of the
Enterprise-D, are trapped in an altered past where there is no Federation, and no
human race. Sarek of Vulcan leads a ragtag collection of species fighting a losing

http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn= 0-671-03702-1
http://liheliso.org/
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http://www.simonsays.com/content/content.cfm?sid=44&pid=504616
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battle against the Borg, who have swarmed into the Alpha Quadrant and assimilated
Earth.

Starfleet's finest miracle worker must find a way to restore the timeline before the
galaxy is overrun...

~*~

There's more than time travel involved with this book. Engines of Destiny actually stops
time while you are reading. You actually feel as though your mind and brain are stuck
in mud and you can't move and you can't think and you are stuck on the same
sentence over and over and over and...it's Groundhog Day!

I couldn't finish this book. I WANTED to finish this book, I NEEDED to finish this book,
hell I PROMISED to finish this book. But I just couldn't do it.

Engines of Destiny started out well enough, but at a certain point of the book, we are
following no less than 4 threads of time which are being jumped, hijacked, twisted or
fought at the SAME time even though they are DIFFERENT times from each other but
AFTER the past of their future to begin with. What time is it?

Does anyone know WHY I didn't take calculus in College?

Anyone?

Anyone?

Bueller?

BECAUSE I DIDNT WANT TO BE A ROCKET SCIENTIST.

So why am I reading a paperback that's trying to explain quantum theory, chaos theory,
and relative probability in a blackhole? Either it's fiction, or it's advanced rocket
science. I became SO stuck in the effort of trying to UNDERSTAND how all these
factions and frictions and functions, and junctions were correlating (or not) that I forgot
what the story was about and who was trying to do what in the FIRST place (or
SECOND place).

Side note: No matter what; Kirk wasn't freaked out after coming back to life and he
sure wasn't scared. I doubt anything bad happened to him. Or Scotty for that matter.

I did make it to page 196 though. Which is to say, I read the words, but I don't know
what happened.

But I DO know that a guy can float in space as a data pack for 75 years and still come
out the other end mentally normal.

(Which reminds me WHY can't my email, also a data pack, make it across Tampa
successfully????)

Scotty is so normal enough he can jury rig a small space vessel to jump a time port of
gravity and dust and light and end up just a few minutes ahead of the thing he tried to
stop 75 years before and get Kirk before he dies.

http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn= 0-671-03702-1
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn= 0-671-03702-1
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But yet, the guys following THAT guy can't seem to understand how to jury rig a small
space vessel to jump a time port of gravity and dust and light and end up just a few
minutes ahead of the thing THAT OTHER guy tried to stop 75 years ago before, but
they THINK they are a week or 3 days BEHIND that other guy, but they aren't sure and
their droid isn't sure and their time traveling shape shifting hussy isn't sure either, even
though she runs into her alter--time self on board the Enterprise and goes to a cabin
and has tea with herself.

Reading the back of the book the two sentences that should have made me run like
Forrest Gump, literally laugh at me now in retrospect:

*A chance encounter with a mysterious woman named Guinan leads him to hitch a ride
on the U.S.S Jenolen -- which crashes into a Dyson Sphere, leaving only Scotty to
survive suspended as a transporter pattern."

*After seventy-five years as a transporter pattern, Scotty is revived aboard the
Enterprise-D -- on which Guinan serves as a bartender."

DeWeese, you jumped the shark on this one.

Which reminds me of a joke; A rocket scientist, a transporter pattern and a duck walk
into a bar... the duck asks the bartender what time it is...

Replies: 1 Comment

Well, Kathy, I think people like you and me should write time travel books so people
like you and me can understand them. I mean, String Theory? WTF?

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 05/20/2005 07:53 PM PST
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Kiss and Tell Issues 6 and 7
Created and Written by Jeff Amano
Pencils and Inks by Craig Rousseau 
Colors by Giulia Brusco
Letters by Omar Mediano
Published by Beckett Comics

Review by Kathy LaFollett

The author of this review begs forgiveness
for not making the time to buy and read
issues 1-5. It's just a damn shame. A Big
shoutout to Craig, Guilia, and Omar for

extreme comic art. I do enjoy your work.

Kiss and Tell brings us Sam, a 1940's style lead character who seems to have some
issues. At least by issue 6.

"Sam's vow has been broken. The first drop of alcohol to ever touch his lips has turned
him into an "ordinary bum. Now filled with too much booze, Sam tries to come to grips
with his shame by doing the only thing he really knows how to do. Fight."

Gritty, dark, smelly and real.

http://liheliso.org/
http://beckettcomics.com/
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We find Sam drunk, sitting on the floor with a drinking buddy, at a bar. "Kid" shows up
and helps Sam to get his bearings and get out before the cops showup. Can you hear
it from the past? "Jiggs it! Da Cops!" Too late though, they find Sam, "kid" and the
drinking buddy in the back alley. Six pages of action panels later Sam is standing and
the cops are laid out.

"Get OUTTA here, Kid! GO!", Sam yells at kid.

"No Sammy. I ain't leavin witout you."

"Dammit, Kid! Can't you see? You're bad LUCK for me! ALWAYS was! Now GIT!"

Tears well up in Kid's eyes... he bolts out the opening of the wet, dark, dirty alley. Sam
hits the bottle.

More scenes of both cops and robbers trying to kick Sam's ass. More scenes of inner
demons tormenting a soul that only loved... a woman in Red.

Issue 7

Sam worked for the Mob Boss, Daggoni, see. Daggoni used Dahlia, our lady in Red, to
find out Sam's secrets, see. Betrayal.

According to the opening page of Issue 7;

...one day, in stepped Dahlia, and Sam's whole world exploded. Legs that curved
around your throat and twisted any good sense right out of your head. And hell, Sam
never had any good sense to begin with."

That one line and all the pages of art and one liners and graphic moments of angst has
completely sold me on Kiss and Tell. There's an ease about the comic. As though no
one had to force a pen stroke, or word out to the paper, but rather it has always flowed
from the artist since day one of Sam's conception.

Kiss and Tell would have brought a smile to James Cagney's face, for sure.

One last shoutout to Jeff. Your cover art sets the tone without misleading expectations.
Nice.

I love this comic.
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Beyond the Horizon
Gallery review by Lui Sanchez

The Avenue 50 Studio presents Claro
Oscuro: Metaphors, an exhibition of
painters Raoul De la Sota and Andres
Montoya. At near opposite ends of the
career spectrum, De la Sota is an
established painter whose work is well
documented in Los Angeles and Andres

Montoya is an emerging L.A. artist.

De la Sota’s mountain series hangs on the west wall of the
gallery. Mountain tops and ranges cascade along the wall. De la
Sota reflects on the San Francisco Peaks, Mt. Hesperus,
Popocateptl and others, as sacred ground from which he views the sky and the
cosmos. The mountains serve as pedestals holding the universe above.

It is however, the skies that take focus in most of his paintings. His skies and horizons
are richly painted with colorful vistas, clouds bursting at sunset or deep navy hues
spotted with constellations. He embellishes these vistas with ancient, native American
cultural iconography. Images of Quetzalcoatl and Xolotl give rise to the stars
suggesting that such cultural language was not developed by humans, but rather
provided for us by a universe that would ensure civilizations throughout all millennia.

http://liheliso.com/buzz/imagedir/Ave50/Ave50DelaSota3.jpg
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De la Sota observes that we choose what becomes precious to us, to the people of the
past and, perhaps, of the future: our cultural significance.

In Study for San Francisco Peaks and San Francisco Peaks with Kachinas, the cultural
language of the cosmos finds ground. Sketches, drawings, scratches of Hopi, Navajo,
or Aztec characters provide the texture of the mountains. They drift ghost-like on the
mountain terrain and or pose as markers for a wayward climber. The skies beam
quietly as De la Sota finds truth in the mountain crevasses. Here, De la Sota’s
fascination with the cosmos gains balance as his closer inspection of these mountain
pedestals gives strength to his painting and provides a solid base to ponder.

In contrast to De la Sota’s paintings of outward spacial investigations, Andres Montoya
moves inward into an emotional realm. On the east wall of the gallery, Montoya’s
paintings form a pattern of color and composition of portraits and figures in quiet
moments. The vibrancy of these paintings are not so much due to his rich color
palettes: powdered reds and oranges, grounded purples and browns, but to his
brushstrokes which elicit investigations of his subjects, their skin, their clothing, and the
air that surrounds them. His brushstrokes are quiet examinations of these elements
seeking truth in a flesh tone or a fabric weave. Consequently, this introspection leads
to unapologetic, yet humble emotion, as found in the solemnity of First Street Bridge
and Blinded. His brushwork is controlled and searching in Temptation of the Sentries
as if asking with the dog in the painting, "What is behind the curtain...and these solemn
journeys?" The brushwork ultimately provides no answers and subsequently the
emotion in these journeys fade away into carefully placed horizons.

Montoya’s painting, however, is strongest when the brush takes over, or even fights
back against him as it does in, Ni de Aqui, ni de Alla, -- Neither From Here Nor There
and Protecting My Heart. Here the paint and brush challenge the painter, move him
and the spectator from introspection to immersion where the emotion comes through. It
may be a solemn emotion for Montoya, but suddenly we feel, rather than just observe.
The colors and brushwork act as the vehicles for his investigations rather than the
tools. So much so that when you go back to his perfectly executed Bound with its
controlled formality and steadfastness, the painting becomes the metaphor for the
artist; a bound figure residing in memory. A painting like Ni de Aqui, ni de Alla then
hopefully releases Montoya outside the bounds of sublime yet safe metaphors into
actual sense and perhaps beyond the horizons Montoya has placed.

For more information on the show that runs until May 23, 2005, please visit Avenue 50
Studio or the interviews with Raoul De la Sota and Andres Montoya. On a personal
note, if you're in the LA area, I urge you to see this show in person because these .jpgs
do not do these works justice. Ed.

Replies: 2 comments

De La Sota's work is beautiful and brilliant.

Posted by Lauren Ceglia @ 05/19/2005 10:40 AM PST

Mr. De la Sota's work reflects a deep knowledge of the cosmos and his affection for
and belief in the subject. It was fullfilling to see his work. I hope to see more.
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Posted by Estela Goldsmith @ 05/23/2005 12:55 PM PST
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Miniature Sulk
by Jeffrey Brown
Published by Top Shelf

Not many comics give me a feeling of nostalgia for childhood, but
this one did. It reminded me of some of the odd pastimes of my
younger years: twirling nunchaku, throwing snappers (those little
twists of white paper that explode when they hit something),
wrestling matches, and fantasizing about super-powers.

Jeffrey Brown's unpretentious, primitive black-and-white style
works very well with material like this, and the small format book
(6 1/4" x 4") easily fits into a pocket. Most of the segments are

only one or two pages long, so it is great for a quick laugh when you only have a
minute or two. Though Big Head was pretty funny, I think Miniature Sulk is my favorite
Jeffrey Brown comic yet.
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Initial D #11 DVD and Street Fury: Envy
Edition DVD
TOKYOPOP

These two DVDs are both aimed at car
enthusiasts. Initial D is an anime about
Japanese street racing culture. It is
somewhat like The Fast And The Furious,
with rival car clubs racing for glory at night
on twisting Japanese mountain roads. In
this episode, Kyle's turbocharged 4WD

Mitsubishi Evo III takes on Tak Fujiwara's old-school 2WD
Toyota AE 86. The Evo has the clear advantage in power, but the lightness and
handling of the 86, combined with Tak's driving skills, may just keep him in the race.

Initial D's characters discuss subjects like the difference in cornering strategy between
turbocharged vs. normally aspirated cars, and the "misfiring system" used by WRC
cars to eliminate turbo-lag. Racing fans will love this, but it may be a little arcane for
the casual viewer.

The cars are made with 3D computer-generated art, and come out looking like
something from Grand Turismo 4. The rest of the art, however, uses traditional
animation. Though both types of visuals look great, they never blend quite seamlessly,
which can be distracting until you get used to it. I kept wondering if this might work

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?link_code=ur2&camp=1789&tag=gingermayerso-20&creative=9325&path=tg/detail/-/B0007UVX0O/qid=1116206488/sr=8-1/ref=sr_8_xs_ap_i1_xgl74?v=glance%26s=dvd%26n=507846
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?link_code=ur2&camp=1789&tag=gingermayerso-20&creative=9325&path=tg/detail/-/B0006FFRYS/qid=1116206603/sr=8-2/ref=pd_csp_2?v=glance%26s=dvd%26n=507846
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?link_code=ur2&camp=1789&tag=gingermayerso-20&creative=9325&path=tg/detail/-/B0007UVX0O/qid=1116206488/sr=8-1/ref=sr_8_xs_ap_i1_xgl74?v=glance%26s=dvd%26n=507846
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?link_code=ur2&camp=1789&tag=gingermayerso-20&creative=9325&path=tg/detail/-/B0006FFRYS/qid=1116206603/sr=8-2/ref=pd_csp_2?v=glance%26s=dvd%26n=507846
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?link_code=ur2&camp=1789&tag=gingermayerso-20&creative=9325&path=tg/detail/-/B0006FFRYS/qid=1116206603/sr=8-2/ref=pd_csp_2?v=glance%26s=dvd%26n=507846
http://tokyopop.com/
http://www.drifting.com/forums/showthread.php?t=1400
http://members.tripod.com/~LancerEVO/
http://www.j-garage.com/3510.htm
http://www.rallycars.com/Cars/bangbang.html
http://www.wrc.com/
http://www.us.playstation.com/Content/OGS/SCUS-97328/Site/


Archived Entry - 05/15/2005: "DVD review: "Initial D 11" and "Street Fury: Envy""

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000355.htm[4/27/2019 3:24:42 PM]

better without the 3D, but ultimately I got swept up in the excitement of the races, and it
made me want to go out for a drive.

Street Fury: Envy is a live-action, nonfiction series about the import car scene. It
shows what happens when Japanese car culture meets the multicultural mix that is
West Coast style. Host Big C travels to the Fast and Furious tour in Mexico, the SEMA
show in Las Vegas, and the Japan GT race in Los Angeles. There are also a few
fashion segments and appearances by a variety of pretty Asian models. This DVD
works as a good companion to Initial D, because part of it shows a restoration of an AE
86, which happens to be owned by an associate producer on Initial D. The team
completely dismantles the 86 and starts to work on improving it. Unfortunately, this
DVD only contains the first half of the project, so the finished car will not appear until
the next episode. If you like import cars, both of these DVDs are worth viewing.
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Stickleback
By Graham Annable
Published by Alternative Comics
48 pages, $6.95
ISBN: 1891867806

Reviewed by Jane Seaton

An author has a problem with visual arts. In a conventional novel
or short story, if a work of art is key to the narrative, the reader
must also be some kind of creative genius. The author may
describe the work, and then use his characters to pronounce it

good, but ultimately, he has little control over the photofit in the mind of the reader. 

So just as the graphic novelist enjoys more control over the appearance of his
characters and his locations, he also has a natural advantage when he's dealing with
the visual arts. He can put the artist's work right there on the page for the readers to
make their own judgement, to form their own emotional reaction. It doesn't have to be
entirely second hand. So what are we to make of the art George Stickleback creates in
preparation for his forthcoming show? There is no question that the emoting homunculi
he fashions out of toilet tissue and hair spray are 'art' in the eyes of their creator, but
Annable's panels link these monochrome, low rent depictions of humanity into
Stickleback's life in a way that suggests they don't so much transcend as transfix his
marginal existence.
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A supporting cast of critics, in varied guises, echo this reader's reaction to Stickleback's
work. It's trivial, negligible, obsessive and doesn't earn him enough to pay for his own
lemonade. So I guess it must be art.

All the same, I found myself rooting for the artist, and I'm convinced that even after the
final catastrophe, Stickleback will make another cup of tea and get back to work.
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Salmon Doubts
By Adam Sacks
Published by Alternative Comics
128 pages, $14.95
ISBN: 1891867717

Reviewed by Tom Good

I dare you to read Salmon Doubts and not be haunted by it a
week later. That being said, let me back up and begin from the
beginning.

There can be a fine line between minimalism and laziness, and one man's minimalist
masterpiece is another's "I could have done that," to which the connoisseur replies,
"but you didn't." Well, I didn't create Salmon Doubts; but I wish I had, because like the
paper clip or the Post-it note, it is simple yet wonderful.

All this book does is anthropomorphize salmon. But in doing so it boils down all of life's
big issues to their essence. Friendship, politics, leadership, loneliness, courtship, love,
joy, sadness, disillusionment, and death are all here, presented within the salmon life
cycle. Like the story, the artwork is an exercise in restraint, with colors limited to a few
blues and grays. A few deft lines give each fish an expressiveness that suggests an
interior world. Salmon Doubts is a book that I keep thinking about. Easy to read
through quickly, but hard to forget, this one is a keeper.
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What Happens to Star Trek Now?

Star Trek Fans Rejoice...

Pocket Books to be the Only Source of New, Original Star Trek Material

NEW YORK, NY -- With the finale of the Star Trek: Enterprise television series airing
on UPN on May 13th and no immediate plans for Star Trek to return to either the large
or small screen, the only source of new, original, authorized Star Trek storytelling will
be Pocket Books.

For more than 25 years, Pocket Books has been the exclusive Star Trek publisher.
Publishing its first Star Trek novel in 1979, more than 500 Star Trek titles have been
published and tens of millions of copies have been sold, frequently appearing on
national bestseller lists.

As Star Trek: Enterprise ends, Pocket Books continues its successful, unparalleled
publishing program of releasing at least one new mass-market Star Trek novel every
month, as well as several trade and hardcover titles each year. In addition to fiction
based on the various Star Trek television series, Pocket Books offers a variety of
novels introducing new characters and settings to the Star Trek universe. In this
tradition, August brings the launch of STAR TREK VANGUARD, an exciting saga that
revisits the era of the original Star Trek through the eyes of entirely new characters.
The first Vanguard novel includes a special fold out diagram of the Vanguard space

http://liheliso.org/
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station created exclusively for this series.

Pocket Books is also continuing its efforts to reach out to Star Trek fans by inviting their
participation in the publishing program. The annual STRANGE NEW WORLDS short
story contest for amateur authors is currently entering its ninth consecutive year; and,
for the first time, Pocket Books is this year holding a contest in which fans have the
opportunity to design the look of a starship that will grace the cover of an upcoming
novel in the bestselling Star Trek TITAN series.

"As Star Trek prepares to celebrate its fortieth anniversary in 2006, fans can take heart
that Pocket Books will continue its long tradition of exciting, diverse and innovative
storytelling set in the enduring world of Star Trek," said Scott Shannon, Vice President
and Associate Publisher of Pocket Books, "We look forward to the next forty years."

# # #

Hm. I don't watch TV, so, other than that it sucked, what killed "Enterprise"?
Testosterone poisoning?

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 05/12/2005: "Pocket Books Press Release: What Happens to Star Trek Now?"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000351.htm[4/27/2019 3:24:55 PM]

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 05/09/2005: "Book review: Cold Case Squad"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000350.htm[4/27/2019 3:24:58 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Book review: Breaking the Time Barrier: The Race to Build the First
Time Machine"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Pocket Books Press Release: What

Happens to Star Trek Now?"]

05/09/2005 Archived Entry: "Book review: Cold Case Squad"

Cold Case Squad
By Edna Buchanan
Publisher: Pocket Books

Review by Betsy Phillips

This review contains plot and character information that could be
considered spoilers. Proceed at your own risk.

Edna Buchanan's Cold Case Squad is the first book in a new
series about, appropriately enough, a cold case squad in Miami.
Since it's an introduction of sorts, it has to accomplish two tasks:
it's got to pull you into the specific stories it tells and present you

with a rich enough universe that you feel compelled to read more books set in that
world. Buchanan's world is a contemporary Miami populated by murderous criminals,
exotic dancers, ethically-challenged reporters, and a police force still reeling from
decades of corruption. Pretty predictable crime novel stuff.

In order to bring you quickly into the book, Buchanan's characters are, at first, a little
too stock. Take the maid from the opening chapter: of course her name is Consuela
and, when a garage explodes, of course she falls to her knees, says dios mio, crosses
herself and looks to heaven. All of the characters are this predicable when they are
introduced: there's the broken-hearted drunken Lieutenant who lost her lover, the
young cop everyone thinks is having torrid affairs who is really taking care of his
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grandma, the sexist guy who really just wants his wife to take him back (one could
write a whole lot about how interesting it is that it's his acquisition of a cat -- a pussy cat
that seems wild, but has been neutered by the city -- that seems to spur him to
reconnect with his wife and daughter, but that's a nerdy tangent, so I'll spare you).
They all seem entirely obvious.

Even the crimes seem a little too contrived: a serial killer is captured because the
young cop's grandma just happened to work for a Jewish family, and a chance meeting
at the Mystic seaport helps solve the mystery of the exploding garage which so
frightened poor Consuela.

But just when I got to the point where the book seemed too formulaic, something
happened: the man the drunken Lieutenant was in love with turns out to really have
been a philanderer who had women all over Miami. I was surprised to find out that the
Lieutenant would love someone like that, but it fit. It's this little moment of unexpected
complexity, the first sign of real dimension, when I thought I might really give a damn
what happened to these characters.

After that the rest of the characters really come into focus as well. As I said, you have
to suspend your disbelief a little to allow for the coincidences that allow the crimes to
be solved, but I ended up being very emotionally invested in how these crimes would
affect these characters. So, at the same time I was like, "Oh, come on, you expect me
to believe that?!" I was also dying to know what would happen next.

So, I'd have to say that, as a stand-alone book, it doesn't quite work. It's just not quite
good enough and doesn't have enough of a payoff. But as an introduction to potentially
compelling and complicated characters, I think it's fine.
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Breaking the Time Barrier: The Race to Build the First Time
Machine
By Jenny Randles
Publisher: Pocket Books

Review by Betsy Phillips

Jenny Randles's book, Breaking the Time Barrier: The Race to
Build the First Time Machine must be the kind of book that
people with any kind of scientific knowledge hate, because
people like me, who had to cheat to get through high school
physics, read it and think we now have some deep knowledge of
quantum mechanics.

So, being totally ignorant of almost all physics (what I know, I get from the Discovery
Channel or old episodes of Star Trek) I liked it. Randles takes really complicated
scientific problems and theories and articulates them in very easy to understand prose.
She introduces the reader to a number of famous and not-so-famous scientists who all
have, at one time or another, been working on the question of whether people will ever
be able to travel though time. She asks what I think are interesting questions about
whether "kooky" phenomena like some kinds of reports of alien abduction might be
easily explained by some type of heretofore unknown but potentially naturally occurring
time travel anomaly. And it's nearly impossible not to get caught up in her enthusiasm.
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Still, I can't help but suspect that her quest to make complicated theory
understandable to the average person means that she sometimes simplifies things to
such an extent that she's then doing bad science. Like I said, I cheated my way
through physics, so I don't know for certain, but here's an example of what I'm talking
about. She spends a great deal of time talking about string theory, which is the idea
that there are these tiny sub-atomic doohickeys that might be like tiny vibrating strands
or strings. (Though she doesn't get into it, it's the theoretical presence of and behavior
of these sub-atomic doohickeys that give some scientists hope that they will be able to
reconcile the laws of the universe on a grand scales with the laws of physics that
operate at the subatomic scale.) My understanding, limited though it may be, is that
these strings are the fundamental building blocks of everything -- infinitely thin but
potentially infinitely long, existing in many dimensions -- and that if one could look on a
small enough scale, she would find these strings everywhere. And I thought that this
was what Randles believed.

However, then, she starts talking about how scientists think that if they could locate
one of these strings that was long enough to reach from here to, say, Mars, that it
would have enough density to cause space-time to warp around it, thus allowing time
travel.

But, if these strands are the building blocks of everything, aren't they already there, too
small for us to see? Aren't they all already warping space-time around them? Wouldn't
it be simple, once scientists learned how to locate these strings, to find one between
here and Mars? To find millions of them? I don't know and she doesn't explain it.

So, as much as I enjoyed reading it, I can't say that I feel secure in the veracity of what
I've read. Because of this, I'd have a hard time recommending it to other non-science
people. I'd be really curious to know what someone with a good grasp of physics
thought of the book, but I can't imagine why such a person would read it, since it's so
clearly a basic introduction to these ideas.
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Star Pet
By Bash Dibra with Kitty Brown
Publisher: Pocket Books

Review by Betsy Phillips

When it comes to training dogs, I subscribe to the PBJ method --
Persistence, Bribery, and Jocularity -- the basic philosophy of
which is that you might as well learn to laugh at yourself and your
dog because it's going to take you a lot of repetition and handing
out of treats to teach your dog anything, and it'll go better if you
find a way to enjoy the time in which the dog cannot understand
what you want her to do.

Unfortunately for Bash Dibra, the author of Star Pet, and Pocket Books, the publisher,
few people will pay for the wisdom I've just imparted. So, if you're going to sell a book
about pet training, you've got to have something more to offer.

If you know anything about the publishing industry, you will appreciate this train-wreck
of a book, because the various attempts at solving this conundrum -- how to get
people to pay money for common-sense advice -- inadvertently makes this book
extremely funny.

As I was reading through it, I tried to guess who was responsible for which odd or
stupid thing. Let's start with the concept: training your dog (or cat, but mostly dog) to
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be in show business. I'm guessing that the agent saw an episode of Showdogs Moms
& Dads on Bravo and thought that she could pitch a book along those lines.

Fair enough, but why does a book about how to make your pet famous need 150
pages of pseudo-history on dogs? I suspect because Bash Dibra thinks he's just a little
more important and interesting than he actually is. Don't worry if you skip this part, he
repeats all of the interesting stories at least twice more throughout the course of the
book.

But who's to blame for the cheesy cover, with the cat with the Photoshopped hat?
Well, who would think that the phrase "celebrity clients ranging from Sarah Jessica
Parker to Henry Kissinger" is a good selling point? (Is there really someone
somewhere who wishes he had access to Henry Kissinger's dog trainer?! If so, I'm torn
between being frightened and needing to meet that person.) Marketing, of course.

Eventually, I started to wonder if I was the first person who'd read the book all the way
through, a clear indication that the acquiring editor was sold on the concept, not the
manuscript.

Anyway, I think the dog training advice is solid, but there are much better books out
there that will teach you how to get your dog to sit. I have no idea if his advice about
breaking into show business is any good. It's hard for me to believe that anyone has a
pet so special that entertainment-industry types would be willing to work with an
unknown trainer just to have access to that pet, but you never know. After reading the
book, I'm not anxious to find out for myself.
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Dolls II
by Yumiko Kawahara
Publisher: VIZ

Review by Kathryn Ramage

The dolls are back!

The living dolls featured this second collection of graphic short
stories written and beautifully drawn by Yumiko Kawahara are
actually a plant that grows to resemble a beautiful Victorian-style
doll. They live on milk and sugar cookies, are eye-poppingly
expensive, and require a near-slavish devotion to maintain. The
dolls often choose their owners; they respond only to people

they've taken a liking to, for reasons known only to themselves. It seems that the dolls
reflect their owners' personalities for better or worse -- or perhaps it's the other way
around, and the owners reflect their dolls? Sometimes the line between dolls and
owners are even further blurred and confused, until it's hard to tell which ones are
which.

The stories in this second volume include:

• A lonely repossessor's assistant who winds up taking
care of a doll left in an abandoned apartment.
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• A maid hired to look after a doll owned by a mysterious
young man from an incredibly wealthy family.

• A young woman seeking a doll just like the one her
grandmother had.

• A flighty and shallow model who buys a doll after her
husband leaves her, and finds an unlooked-for measure of
success.

• A poet who has a possessive obsession with a doll who sings, even though her song
is reputed to presage death.

While the first set of stories seemed to me to be primarily quirky fantasies about
obsessions carried too far, this second set of stories are more romantic in tone. These
stories are about love, between the dolls and their owners, or between human beings.
The Pearls of Heaven -- a rare and precious jewel that comes from the tears of a doll;
and a doll must love to cry -- feature in several stories.

Like the first volume, I found these stories to be frequently lovely and haunting, and
occasionally disquieting; the final story about a woman (or doll?) who won't stay dead
is the most noteworthy in this respect.

Please see my review of the first volume of "Dolls."

Replies: 2 comments

I absolutely fell in love with this Manga as soon as I said eyes on it. I've always had a
special place in my heart for porcelain dolls, and so this manga really caught my eye.
The stories are all very well done, and the art is spectacular. The style reminds me of
Petshop of Horrors, actually, but with better art. Anyways, I highly recommend this
manga, and hope that any others who read it will enjoy it as much as I did.

<3,
Nanashi

Posted by Nanashi @ 06/14/2005 01:58 PM PST

Leave a comment.

Posted by Editor @ 01/13/2006 06:20 PM PST
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Escalator
by Brandon Graham
Alternative Comics

Review by Tom Good

"I never saw a traditional plaid skirt Catholic school girl until I
moved to New York. I remember wondering why the little girls
were dressed like strippers." -- Escalator

Escalator is a collection of short comics by Brandon Graham, and
it is full of interesting ideas for stories: a demonic FedEx guy,
extraterrestrial pornography, an illegal musical instrument that
can kill its owner if played carelessly, a sumo hero, and more.

Frustratingly, none of these take the form of a fully realized story
that can really do justice to the creative concept. I found myself wishing that any one of
these stories had been expanded to book-length.

Graham's art is fun and playful, with a little bit of graffiti influence (there is even a story
in this collection about graffiti taggers). You can find some examples available online at
brothersgraham.com. Though Escalator is in black-and-white, the covers and the
material on the web show that Graham has a nice sense of color balance, so I hope he
does more work in color.
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Reading this collection is a bit like watching a whole reel of movie trailers. Some of the
trailers look great, some only OK, but at the end of it all you want to pick one of the
promising ones and watch the whole movie, you don't want to be all done after only
seeing previews. So paradoxically, Escalator is disappointing because it is pretty good,
and even though I felt a bit let down by it, I will definitely read more of Graham's work.
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Safe Area Gorazde
The War in Eastern Bosnia 1992-95
by Joe Sacco
Publisher: Fantagraphics Books

Review by Tom Good

"Who reads a graphic novel about the war in Bosnia?" That was
the reaction I got recently when I told some people about Safe
Area Gorazde. Here is my simple answer to that question: you
should read it. If you appreciate the graphic novel as an art form,

you would really be missing out if you skipped over this book. It has no superheroes,
ninjas, or giant robots -- just very good war journalism, with enough background
information that it also serves as a miniature history lesson.

"Gorazde was in love with me. People I didn't know hailed me by name.
Whole high school classes jumped up when I entered the room. Drunks

offered me the town slut. Soldiers wanted to talk girls, and girls wanted to
flirt, they wanted me to carry them off to a Gap outlet in the sky. I'd like to

tell you it was me they loved, but that wouldn't be the Real Truth. What
really made 'em swoon was how I'd gotten there, not by foot and over

mountains through enemy minefields, but by road -- the Blue Road, the
U.N. Route to Goradze."

-- Safe Area Gorazde
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The town of Gorazde was a U.N.-declared "safe zone," a small island of Muslim and
Croat territory surrounded by a sea of Serb-controlled land. Sacco traveled there,
talked to the locals, and got an inside look at what it was like for civilians caught in the
middle of a vicious war.

Even the phrase "caught in the middle" is not quite right, because it implies that it was
all a mistake, with civilians accidentally caught in a crossfire between armies. Actually,
these civilians were often deliberately targeted, and one of the strange things about
this war was how often people fought enemies they personally knew. The sniper
shooting at their kids may well have been a neighbor from down the street who was
once their classmate in school.

There is nothing remotely clean about "ethnic cleansing," and there is nothing remotely
easy about telling a story like this as a graphic novel, but Sacco succeeds in creating a
gripping, memorable story that is suspenseful and entertaining. No realistic war story
can be expected to be uplifting or cheerful, and this one does contain some harrowing
accounts of atrocities, but Sacco keeps the book from being a one-dimensional
downer. He shows these Bosnians to be clever, resourceful people, most of whom are
less interested in political ideologies than in a new pair of jeans, or in obtaining the
written lyrics to American rock-and-roll songs. At a party, one Bosnian soldier
approaches Sacco and recites, from memory, the text of a Time magazine article about
the Paula Jones trial, then explains that the magazine was his only entertainment at
the front.

I probably would not have read a more traditional book about this same subject, but I
read this because it was a graphic novel. Safe Area Goradze stretches the usual
boundaries of the format, and proves that nonfiction comics deserve a place on any
comic fan's shelf. Recommended.
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An Interview with Raoul De la Sota

Raoul De la Sota was born and raised in Los Angeles by Mexican
parents in a bilingual household. He studied at Los Angeles City
College and then at UCLA where eventually he earned his
Master of Arts degree. He received soon after graduation the first
Fulbright Fellowship ever awarded to a Chicano artist for a year¹s
study in Peru. That trip was to change his life by experiencing a
Latin American country in person for the first time. The traditions,

beliefs and sacred mountain landscapes have stayed with him throughout his life. He
has exhibited in Oaxaca, Morelia and Valle de Bravo in Mexico along with shows in
Lima, Peru, and Spain. Closer to home, he has exhibited his work in the Gallery of the
Organization of American States in Washington, D.C., the Laguna Museum of Art, the
Armand Hammer Museum in Westwood and the Museum of Latin American Art in
Long Beach. The Institute of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles commissioned a
sculptural piece, and he was commissioned to do the cover of the book Wild Steps to
Heaven by Victor Villaseñor. He currently leads travel groups to Peru, Spain and
Mexico seeking a better understanding of Hispanic and Pre-Hispanic sites and their
cosmological beliefs. He also teaches art at Los Angeles City College. Mr. Montoya
gave this interview via email to Kathy Gallegos of the Avenue 50 Studio where Mr. De
la Sota has a show up until May 23, and Ginger Mayerson of J LHLS in May 2005.

Ginger Mayerson: What paintings are you currently working on?
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Raoul De la Sota: Rather than a painting I am currently working on an idea
continuing with the earth and cosmos relationship. Perhaps the next one will be more
abstract. I see the colors I want to use but the form remains unclear.

GM: What media do you work most in?

RDlS: I mostly work in acrylic paint because I can make it do anything I want. The real
excitement comes from the surface on which I apply the paint from hard-surfaced
wood to softer canvas. That is what makes all the difference in the painting.

GM: Can you explain your art training?

RDlS: I had a straight-forward training on HOW to paint at UCLA but my art "training"
really began when I started to investigate my cultural past and identity - that's when I
started to know WHAT to paint.

GM: What artists or art periods do you feel have influenced or inspired your work?

RDlS: My earliest influences were european artists of the 20th
century like Kokoschka, Matisse and then I discovered the
Mexican painters, Dr. Atl, Tamayo, Siqueiros. Their strong color
and exciting brushwork attracted me.

GM: What do you consider the most important experiences in your development as an
artist?

RDlS: It was the year I spent in Peru on a Fulbright Fellowship. for the first time I saw
art as an extension of a people and not in the gallery/museum framework. The second
greatest experience was the first long trip I took to Mexico, the land of my parents and
truly felt the differences in the land and the people.

GM: How has your personal background influenced your art?

RDlS: I was very ill with asthma until the age of 10 so I was never outside, with
friends, on the streets. therefore my art never dealt with the urban scenes of other
Chicano artists. I was schooled at home and I think that made me more aware of my
family identity.

Kathy Gallegos: Does Chicano culture here in Los Angeles have an influence in
your art?

RDlS: I don't think that at this point in my development I look to anyone as an
influence. I respect many artists for their skills and risk-taking but just as that 9-year old
reclusive, introspective kid, I keep to my own ideas.

GM: What are the most important experiences in your practice of art now?

RDlS: Those would be classroom discussions with my Art History students. They
seem to bring out new ideas, new approaches to how to identify and paint my culture.

GM: Are there any shows in the LA area or elsewhere you've seen lately that have had
an impact on you?
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RDlS: I've been too busy lately to see many shows although I've been to the Autry,
LACMA, the Natl. Hist. Museum and some galleries. NO is the answer.

KG: When you talk with younger artists, how would you explain the role of inspiration
and self-discipline? Which is more important?

RDlS: Inspiration has always sounded phony, like some outside
force that has little to do with your inner workings. Inspiration
sounds like something you experience with the eyes. Instead I
ask my students to consider who they are, what makes them
happy, what feels natural, what is it thast they really know well
enough to describe with paint. Self-discipline is leading a

balanced life. To me it doesn't mean working constantly at painting. To experience
your emotional, physical and intellectual self sometime during the day is self-discipline
to me.

GM: What are you reading and/or listening to these days?

RDlS: I love to read history and non-fiction: Krakatoa by Winchester, Collapse by
Diamond and by the way the show Collapse at the Natural History Museum is a real
bust, and Goya by Hughes. I ALWAYS listen to music-classical and world music in
particular.

GM and KG: Thank you, Raoul.

Mr. De la Sota has a show of paintings at Avenue 50 Studio, 131 N. Ave 50, in
Highland Park until May 23. Please call 323-258-1435 for gallery hours.

Replies: 4 comments

I love Raoul's work and the show was wonderful.

Posted by merrill flam @ 05/19/2005 01:00 PM PST

Dear Ms. Mayerson,

I read this wonderful reveiw and interveiw on Raoul's work and you have done a
wonderful job. The writer seemed to really sense the inner workings of Raoul's art.

Leticia

Posted by Leticia Garcia-De la Sota @ 05/19/2005 02:43 PM PST

This interview makes clear the difference between having artistic talent and using it to
say something important or explicate something mysterious. I admire the fact that you
have explored so many different art forms and subjects. So many artists stick to the
same subjects all the time, but you aren't satisfied with that. I found especially
interesting what you said about your discussions with your students relating to self-
discipline and a balanced life. We should all follow that model.

Posted by Susan Shields @ 05/20/2005 12:18 PM PST

Want to leave a comment?
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Legendz, Vol.1: The Tornado Comes!
Art by Makoto Haruno
Story by Rin Hirai
Published by VIZ, 2003

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

I've got mixed feelings about Legendz. It's an obvious toy tie-in
comic for kids. And we all agree that's bad, right? But it's a tie-in
for a toy that doesn't actually exist. So that makes it okay, right?
The hero is a kid who is obsessed with a game that's a cross
between Pokemon and Tamaguchi. And that's not a great role
model, right? But the hero is also a charming, optimistic outsider
who transcends the challenges in his life and teaches his
classmates lessons about teamwork and caring which is pretty

cute, right? Like I say, I'm kinda on the fence on this one.

Probably the first thing I should say is that Legendz is obviously aimed at a juvenile
reading audience. The main characters are fourth graders which is the last time I
thought of sixth graders being as large, powerful, and intimidating as the ones in this
story. The storyline moves along briskly, if a bit predictably. For me, the primary thing
that saves the plot from mediocrity is that the author doesn't take the characters too
seriously. It's no surprise that Ken Kazaki, the main character, is portrayed as being
kind, generous, and noble. However in a move an lesser author would not make, we
also Ken being kooky, nerdish, and downright obsessive.
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Art-wise, Legendz is a solid example of classic Shonen Jump style. The art is slick but
still energetic and clever. Each big-eyed kid and his/her pet monster is lovingly
rendered in all their manic/depressive moods. Onomatopoeia and starbursts of lines
sprout from every other panel.

The manga itself is nicely presented. VIZ chose to leave the book in the original right-
to-left orientation. There's a page about the writer and author at the beginning and a
two page spread at the end that details each Legendz creature and its owners powers.

Legendz is not innovative. It is energetic. Legendz is not brilliant. It is cute, cuddly and
fun. Enjoy Legendz with your favorite quirky/loner, Pokemon/Tamaguchi-loving fourth
grader and you'll both be happy.
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Time Traders
A two-part sci-fi novel by Andre Norton
Published by Baen Books, 2001

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Every now and then, I get nostalgic for an old-fashioned science
fiction story written during the classic period (1930-1950). But
that wasn't my intention when I saw Andre Norton's name on the
cover of this novel. I first became familiar with her works when I
was in high school, back in the 70's. I'm more familiar with her
Witch World series, which featured strong, independent female
heroes, as befitted the era of the dawning Women's Liberation
Movement, of which I was an ardent member. So I was genuinely

surprised to find that Time Traders was originally published as two stories; "The Time
Traders" in 1958 and "Galactic Derelict", in 1959, both by the World Publishing
Company. As was customary in those days, the protagonist and all the main
characters are male, with scarcely any mention of women in general. There is one
outstanding female supporting character in part one, Time Traders; Cassca, a
priestess of the Great Mother, who assists the disguised time travelers. But the cast of
characters is predominantly male, who conventionally fall back upon force of arms
rather than diplomacy when conflict arises.

Despite the dated format, this was a surprisingly good read. I'd recommend it for
nostalgic readers who enjoy a good old-fashioned action novel set in time and space.
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The protagonist in part one, Ross Murdock, is a petty criminal who gets recruited into
an underground government project as part of a plea bargain agreement because he
possesses the traits most valued in a secret agent; a man of action who doesn't always
follow the rules, who can adapt to circumstances at a moment's notice, and is ruthless
enough to fight or kill anybody who gets in the way. Such men played a big part in
founding this nation and on the Western frontier, but would be out of place in peaceful,
civilized society because of the very ruthlessness that helped them to survive in war.

Fortunately, there's still a place for such men in covert government organizations like
the CIA, where their skills are valued because they help protect our country and our
way of life. So it is with Operation Retrograde, which uses technology salvaged from an
alien ship first discovered by the Russians, now competing with our all-American
heroes for the chance to change history. The Cold War mentality is very much in
evidence throughout this book; there's no doubt in anybody's mind who the enemy is,
which can be refreshing in this politically correct era, where everybody has to be so
careful not to say or write anything offensive about any ethnic or political group,
because today's ally was yesterday's enemy or vice-versa.

Speaking of minorities, the protagonist in part two, "Galactic Derelict", is a Native
American, an Apache rancher named Travis Fox, who stumbles upon the time
travelers by accident while they're investigating an anachronism in the desert adjoining
his brother's land; ancient arrowheads and spear-tips found in a burial mound that
resemble traditional Native American weaponry of the prehistoric era, but which turns
out to be of modern manufacture. Ms. Norton was definitely ahead of her time, making
a nonwhite male a lead character back in the 50's. Small wonder that she was able to
make the transition to strong female characters by the 70's. One can forgive her for
writing such formulaic science fiction, especially when the story moves as fast as this
one does. It moves through time and space with incredible speed, with enough historic
detail and alien intervention along the way to make your head spin!

This novel is definitely a page-turner; you won't be able to put it down. I highly
recommend it for escapist reading. Just try not to get huffy over the absence of female
and minority characters, aside from Travis. Remember that a book should be judged by
the standards of the period in which it was written, as well as by the more enlightened
standards of the 21stt Century. (The same "enlightened" standards which cast women
as scientists [Star Trek: Enterprise] and archeologists [Tomb Raider], only to dress
them seductively and have them fall back upon a man for assistance? Just wondering
how far we've really come from the good old days...)
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RG Veda, Vol. 1
by CLAMP
TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

The four-woman team known as CLAMP has created many
popular manga such as Tokyo Babylon and Chobits. Rg Veda is
CLAMP's first major work, and though the name refers to the Rig
Veda, the story seems unrelated to the Sanskrit original. As this
story begins, the cruel king Taishakuten sends his servant Lord
Yasha to kill the Royal Stargazer Kuyou, who has escaped from
her prison. She tells Lord Yasha what she has seen in the future:

that six stars will fall and defy heaven, the child of a vanished race will be found, and
this child's destiny will be to kill Yasha. Yasha discovers the child, who is the earthly
form of Lord Ashura, and the wheels of destiny begin to turn. Though aware of the
danger, Yasha quickly becomes attached to the child.

This manga contains many of the artistic elements CLAMP is known for: tall, slender
men, flowing hair, very cute women with large eyes, and many close-ups of faces. At
the end of the book, a three page "RG Veda Bonus Manga" is actually a parody of the
main story, where Bishamonten tells Taishakuten, "Leave it to me, dude. No prob. I'll
waste those six stars for sure. Totally." This surfer-dude version is quite shocking and
funny, but it also points out by contrast how the more formal dialogue of the main story
can seem ponderous at times. Still, for CLAMP aficionados this is great material, and
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even casual manga fans might want to check it out.
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Heaven Above Heaven, Vol. 1
by Kang-Suk Kyun and Joong-Won Jeon
Publisher: TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

"You . . . Morons!" says Bakhong, "You've ruined the moment . . .
a moment I may never get again in my life!" Filled with rage, the
young man turns on those who disturbed him, and whirling his
staff he takes on three Volcano School swordsmen in a wild
battle. But what was the moment they disturbed? Only Bakhong's
attempt to peep through a hole in the bathhouse roof to catch a
glimpse of a beautiful naked woman below. (The bathhouse

voyeurism scene seems to be a common stock element of manga, much like the chase
scene with fruit cart in action movies.)

Heaven Above Heaven combines martial arts action with comical mischief, almost in
the style of a Jackie Chan movie such as Drunken Master. Even when Bakhong makes
a mistake like dropping his staff, his opponents think it must be a trick or secret
technique. But the main story concerns a prophecy about a cursed child who will bring
about unimaginable destruction. Martial arts masters who knew of the prophecy tried to
kill the child in infancy, but were defeated. Bakhong meets this child and is unaware of
what she is, but for how long?
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Heaven Above Heaven is drawn in a style full of sweeping parallel lines, acrobatic
poses, and detailed textures. As is typical with a Volume 1, a lot of the material here
just sets the scene and establishes characters, but Bakhong's encounter with a
gambler running a three card monte scam is especially amusing. Danshula, the girl
who Bakhong spied on, turns out to be the daughter of a local martial arts teacher, and
it looks like she will be a recurring character. This first volume is a quick and funny
read, but it is too early to tell whether the story will reach its potential.
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The Plot Against America
By Philip Roth
Publisher: Houghton Mifflin 2004, ISBN 0618509283, Hardcover,
400 pages.

Review by Richard Mellott

The first thing I noticed about this book is the cover. With a large
swastika on the front, and the title in bold, I didn't feel comfortable
carrying the book around in public. Being a tall white guy with
short hair, I thought the impression might be negative. Several
people who visited my place asked me about the book, so the
cover is certainly an eye-catcher. The premise of Lindbergh

being elected as a pro-Nazi president, and having an anti-Jewish homeland policy, is
the foundation of the book, which is close enough to what almost happened with the
isolationist movement in both WWI and WWII to make it eerily close to historical truth.

The next item that caught my attention was the relatively young protagonist -- 9 year
old Phillip Roth. Written as an autobiographical memoir, the problem I had was the
elaborate and extensive recall this precocious child had of his experiences during a
time admittedly back quite a few years. The age of the protagonist kept me from fully
accepting the viewpoint, as well as the character's reaction to the events. Don't get me
wrong, it's a good story, and definitely a scary possibility given the closeness to the
reality of those times, it's just that I wasn't happy with the perspective. I would have
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preferred an adult making some of the observations, although a child's eye on the
proceedings was kinda cute! The boy just couldn't convince me of several of the major
themes, and was unable to sufficiently characterize the horror felt by those around him,
as their world crumbled.

The intriguing part of this story was the way the author unfolded the political process so
neatly. He was able to demonstrate how broad-scale happenings can affect the
people, down to a young boy and his peers in a New Jersey neighborhood. The trickle-
down effect of choosing the president, and of the policies that seem so rational on the
National political campaign trail, but have such a different interpretation at the ground
level are so very explicitly drawn. One has only to compare that to our present day
situation, and the result is rather scary. The recent elections of a president who is a
right wing religious fanatic, and a pope who was in the Hitler Youth, and you get my
drift. However, nothing compares to the insidious manner in which he gets inside the
head of the family's father, and displays the anger and indignation that go along with
the feelings of helplessness in the face of what seems like such a clear threat to
survival.

So long as Americans are able to publish mainstream novels that unravel the thought
processes of those in power, and represent the Emperor's new clothing for what it is,
we have hope. Our fearless leaders should not be so fearless, because we are still
here. Question authority, and question the authors of our time. Thank you, Mr. Roth,
for stepping up to the plate once again. Your display of courage should not go
unrewarded.
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Owly: Just a Little Blue
by Andy Runton
Publisher: Top Shelf Productions

Reviewed by Kathryn Ramage

The adorableness continues.

Andy Runton carries on the adventures of Owly, the lonely little
owl whose kindness and generosity helps him to find friends.
(See my review of the first Owly graphic novel.) In Just a Little
Blue, Owly and his best friend Wormy, along with a butterfly

named Flutter who shows up unexplained halfway through the story, try to make
friends with a bad-tempered bluebird and his family. The bluebird is hostile and
suspicious, certain that, as a member of a predator species, Owly must be up to no
good. He resists all friendly overtures... until Owly’s good-heartedness wins out in the
end.

As in the first book, the dialog here is not written text, but easy-to-understand
pictograms. I was surprised and impressed at the rather complex concepts that could
be conveyed by this system. For example, Owly and Wormy plan to build a birdhouse
for the bluebird family; searching for building materials, they consider and reject other
objects before Owly decides to sacrifice his little wooden handcart. Wormy protests this
idea at first -- he enjoys riding in the cart -- but when he contrasts his enjoyment of
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riding in the cart with the thought of the bluebirds sitting out in the cold wind and rain
with no shelter, he overcomes his selfishness and agrees to Owly’s plan. And all
without a written word!

What else can I say? The second Owly book is as charming, sweet, funny, and
touching as the first.

And don't forget Owly "Splashin' Around" is this year's Free Comic Book Day (May 7)
comic from Top Shelf Productions.
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Owly lovers take note!

Owly: Splashin' Around
By Andy Runton
"Top Shelf is proud to join the industry-wide FREE COMIC
BOOK DAY celebration with an all-new, heartwarming tale from
the all-ages graphic novel series, OWLY. Already winning fans
around the world, Owly is the kind, yet lonely little owl who knows
what it means to be human. Join Owly in his latest adventure,
Splashin' Around, as he learns that following your heart can bring
the greatest reward. ... Relying on a mixture of symbols, icons,
and expressions to tell his silent stories, Runton's clean style
makes it a perfect all-ages read for anyone who's a fan of Jeff
Smith's Bone, Mike Kunkel's Herobear and the Kid, or Dav
Pilkey's Captain Underpants. -- 32 pages, Comic Book

"ABSOLUTELY FREE AT A COMIC BOOK STORE NEAR YOU ON MAY 7TH, 2005 --
FREE COMIC BOOK DAY!"

And according to reviewer Kathryn L. Ramage, it's absolutely adorable, too!
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Wonder Woman wanted more than anything else in the world for human beings to
peacefully coexist with each other. I can think of no greater sentiment than that, and
that's why she's my hero. I didn't really need a gay hero to identify with; what I look for
in my heroes is an end goal that means something to me. It's why Superman and
Batman mean less to me than Wonder Woman; she's a teacher and ambassador of
peace, while Superman's essentially a cop and Batman's a crazy guy in need of
therapy.
An Interview with Phil Jimenez
by Chad Denton
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Van Von Hunter
by Mike Schwark and Ron Kaulfersch
Publisher: TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

"You are in no position to make demands, Von Hunter! For I ...! I
have the power of the Black Marble. Or as I like to call it, the
Blarble!" -- Van Von Hunter

Van Von Hunter has characters with amnesia, with physically
impossible hairstyles, and with weapons so huge that the heroes
need magical enchantments just to lift them. It has sexy

barmaids, cryptic legends, giant shoulder pads, dangerous artifacts, and tortured,
awkward exposition. It has characters who need everything explained to them, but who
fail to heed the explanations until it is too late. In short, it contains every horrible cliche
of fantasy adventure manga. Good thing, then, that Van Von Hunter is a parody.

This book is often laugh-out-loud funny, especially if you read enough manga to
recognize the common elements being lampooned. My favorite part was when the
heroes stopped to read the "Manual of Exposition" in order to find out more about their
quest. The art is cute, and you can get a good look at it online at
www.vanvonhunter.com. After reading this, it becomes awfully hard to read a serious
manga without imagining the VVH characters jumping in and making fun of it, MST3K
style. I hope the effects wear off in time for my next review.
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Temptation
by Glenn Dakin
Publisher: Active Images

Review by Tom Good

A bearded man, alone in a desert, is tempted again and again by
a devil who tries every kind of offer and trick to get him to bargain
away his soul. This is the theme, and each one-page episode of
Temptation offers a new variation. This humorous comic almost
belongs to its own unique category, but in its strict adherence to a
simple storyline, its focus on two main characters, and its short
episodes it resembles the old classic Spy vs. Spy from Mad

Magazine. But where Spy vs. Spy had a slick, stylized look, the art of Temptation feels
more like a spontaneous sketch or doodle.

At first glance Dakin's art it seems crudely drawn, but over time its effectiveness will
make a lasting impression on the reader. It has been compared (accurately enough) to
Krazy Kat, but some of it strongly reminds me of Picasso's Don Quixote. Temptation
was originally created in 1982, and Active Images has done comic fans a great service
by giving the complete set of strips new life in this collection. This book is easy to pick
up and makes a fairly quick read, but it is one that you will not soon forget.
Recommended.
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The Diva's Guide to Selling Your Soul
By Kathleen O'Reilly
Publisher: Downtown Press, New York: 2005

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Let me say first off that this is a cute book. It will make a really
cute movie. If no one makes this book into a movie, then
everyone is passing up a perfectly good chick-flick making
opportunity -- And not just any chick-flick either -- One that can
star a name-brand female actress just on the edge of her
expiration date. Look in People or Us for lists of A-list (for the
moment) celebs who have become eligible just this week. How

great would that be? Might even get Liz Hurley to play the devil again.

Yes, the devil is a woman in this book. Interesting choice, I know.

Well, I'm not going to say the plot is formulaic, but here's the recipe if you want to try
this at home. Start with a couple pounds of Faust. Stir in an equal portion of Sex in the
City. Add a dash of Bewitched and just a hint of Harlequin Romance. Garnish with
enough name-dropping and product placement to choke a horse and serve.

Which is not to say this is a bad book. Kathleen O'Reilly is a good cook... I mean,
author. The dialogue is witty. The narrative is clever. The plot jaunts forward briskly
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with the panache of Carrie Bradshaw on Fifth Avenue. The end, though not entirely
surprising, at least managed to borrow from a different source than I anticipated. This is
an absolutely perfect, summer-at-the-beach, read-the-funny-parts-out-loud-to-your-
girlfriends novel.

What bothered me about the book was the title. O'Reilly says she was inspired to write
the novel after seeing the cover of "The Devil Wears Prada." When she found out that
book was actually about the fashion industry, she set out to write the novel she had
imagined went with the title -- one in which the Devil integrates him/herself into NYC's
fast lane. "The Devil Wears Prada" would be a perfect title for this book. Unfortunately
that one was already taken. After some back and forth with her publishers she ended
up with "The Diva's Guide to Selling Your Soul" which in turn caused me to imagine a
very different work. My "Diva's Guide to Selling Your Soul" would have to be a tragedy
instead of comedy. What is a diva without her diva soul? What could ever induce a
diva to sell the very thing that makes her a diva?

Be warned, reader divas, "V," the heroine of this book, is not really a diva. She sells
her soul for thin thighs and a trendy purse shop. She does not know that being a diva
is not about how you look or what you wear. It's not about what (or who) you do. In
some ways it's more about what you don't have to do. All true divas know that being a
diva is having at least one point of absolute confidence about some ability or attribute
you possess. Poor "V" doesn't have absolute confidence in anything about herself.
Even as Satan's minion with superpowers (perks of the Devil's Life Enhancement
Program), she's still a job-scared lackey with a low opinion of herself.

You can tell she's not a real diva by the powers she craves. At the beginning of the
book, she's trying to convert one more of her acquaintances to sell their soul... I mean,
join the Life Enhancement Program so "V" can become a Level Four and gain mind-
reading abilities. What could be more useless to a true diva? When a diva is in her
element, she knows what people are thinking. They're thinking, "You thrill and amaze
me." If they're not thinking that, then they can't appreciate genius and therefore what
they're thinking is probably not going to be that interesting.

"V" is definitely not a diva when she sells her soul. Despite her "life enhanced" bling,
she is not a diva when we meet her. Ultimately, I suppose the book is the story of "V's"
journey to find the confidence to become the sort of person who would never sell her
soul -- to find out how to be a real diva instead of just acting mean and having things a
diva might buy or wear.

I could've told her... and I'm only a part-time diva. But then again, I am a part-time,
semi-retired diva who is charged by the State of Texas (whether they know it or not)
with seeing to the care and training of fledgling divas and making sure that they have
the points of confidence they need to not sell their souls to corporate America, frat
boys, Jenny Craig or whatever form the devil happens to be taking this week.

Hey, maybe I should write a book....
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The Comics Go To Hell: A Visual History of the devil in comics
by Fredrik Stromberg
Publisher: Fantagraphics Books (2005).

Review by Russell Smith

This reviewer would love to get a look at Frederick Stromberg's
personal library. All of the images of the Devil that appear in this
book are from his personal collection of comics. In the prologue,

he says they are mere samplings but, "that the selection should be as representative
as possible of the comics culture as a whole..." Of course he begins his discourse with
a disclaimer that his work is more like a pop study than a doctoral thesis. Thank
heavens! Mr. Stromberg has delivered to the public a readable and immensely
interesting study of the history of the Devil in comics.

The Comics go to Hell is a delightful collection of images of the Devil in a 6.25 x 6.25
inch, 320 page hardcover book. All of the illustrations are in black and white. Opening
the book, one is presented with a cartoon on left page; opposite a snippet of
explanation about the accompanying work of art. His commentary includes information
about the creators, the country of origin and the year it was published. While no keen
wit, Mr. Stromberg's critiques are infinitely interesting, sometimes insightful, and only
occasionally wrong. There is no table of contents, but there is an excellent index and
an appendix with translations of non-English text.
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Throughout the book, the author has chosen to call the his subject the Devil, "unless
there is a specific reason to choose another name." This was done in order to avoid
confusion over the many names that society has dubbed this icon that represents evil
in its most pure form. Although Stromberg is an atheist, his approach is objective,
except on the matter of Christian proselytizing through a medium that is geared mainly
at the young. Examples of these truly creepy comics can be found pages 35, 47, 49,
65 and 179 and are authored by a whacko named Jack T. Chick (these are commonly
known as Chick Comics). Particularly weird is the image of the Pope riding a horse
with a quote from one of the founders of the Reformation, Martin Luther, declaring that
the Papacy is the Antichrist. This reviewer found the image presciently bizarre.

The book is divided into nine chapters with titles like, Ancient Devils, Funny Devils and
Superdevils. Drawing mainly from American comics, other nations represented include
Japan (the only non-Western example), France, Belgium, Sweden and its neighbors,
Norway, Denmark and Finland. Mr. Stromberg sees a divergence of attitudes between
European artists (and their markets) and Americans. In European comics, the Prince
of Darkness is more often than not portrayed as a comical character or a sophisticated
metaphor, such as a symbol for internal moral struggles. As an brief aside, the
Japanese version of the Devil is a poodle. Obviously, the artist, Osamu Tezuka (page
174) knows poodles well.

Let's get Stromberg's boo-boos out of the way, so I can concentrate on the why I
recommend this book to anybody who has an interest in comics or the Devil, or both.
His criticism of the artistic abilities of artist Voenix (pseudonym for Thomas Vomel) is
unwarranted (page 97). The image of a half-ram half-human creature holding a big
goblet with a baby's head swimming in blood is nothing short of brilliant. Remember all
those scary stories of the Goat Man? Well, here his is in all his glory, just as I've
always imagined him. The image of a baby's head sweating and talking juxtaposed
against the emotionless face of Goat Man gives new meaning to the hackneyed
phrase -- a grisly tableaux. Here's the translation from German of what Baby Head has
to say, "Go back through that gate while you still can..." Sounds like good advice.

The other little point will be annoying to fans of Dragon Ball Z. On page 136, the
illustration is of a character drawn by Akira Toriyama that is called Demon or Devil. Mr.
Stromberg asserts that in the American version of the comic, his named is changed to
King Piccolo. Wrong. Just do a Google image search on King Piccolo and you will find
an elf-like creature, who does look pretty evil, but looks more like Spock in a smock
than The Lord of the Flies, The Prince of Darkness, the fallen angel that is the Devil.
(The reviewer would like to thank L-Rox for pointing out this error).

Now that we're done with this unpleasantness, this reviewer can now sit back and
gush. Frederick Stromberg should be applauded for tackling a topic so vast and
organizing it into an intelligent and engaging nugget of devilish gold. The ever-
pervasive story of Faust is dealt with extensively. The paradox of the very existence of
Satan in Christian theology is also discussed; that is, why would an omnipotent God
create an opponent who is doomed to lose and has no control over his own existence
and fate? Does this sound like a loving God? To paraphrase the Rolling Stones, let's
have some sympathy for the Devil. Mr. Stromberg very logically explains why the devil
is often portrayed as a sympathetic character and why readers are often eager to
accept this characterization.
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Star Trek: Ex Machina
by Christopher L. Bennett
Publisher: Pocket Books

Review by Kathryn Ramage

This novel begins immediately after the events in Star Trek: The
Motion Picture, but it's really more of a sequel to the original
series episode, "For the World Is Hollow and I Have Touched the
Sky." While there are references to the transcendental fate of the
Will Decker and Ilia, the "machine" central to the story here isn't
V'ger, but the Oracle that runs the spaceship/planetoid Yonada
featured in that episode.

The Yonadans have arrived at their destination, a planet called Daran IV, some time
before the story begins. Former Oracle Priestess (and former McCoy love interest)
Natira is doing her best to bring her people into the 23rd century, but perhaps she is
moving too far too fast, for a number of Yonadans resist the abrupt change and refuse
to give up the religious aspects of their old way of life under the mind-controlling
Oracle. Many continue to worship the old spacesphere they've left behind, which is
now visible in orbit above their new home. Some have turned to violence, even
terrorism*, to force a return to the old ways. The Enterprise is called to Daran IV --
which is just what the terrorists have been hoping for, since they remember Kirk and
his part in the destruction of their Oracle's power very well.
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For me, the chief delight in this novel is not the story itself, but the way it plays with
some long-standing Trek tropes: Kirk's reputation as a hot-headed, impulsive man of
action, and as a "god-killer" (i.e., the man who's talked who-knows how many
computers into short-circuiting). There are also some very interesting subplots
involving our lead characters' personal lives. McCoy is reluctant to face Natira -- who,
unlike so many of Kirk's love-of-a-lifetime-this-week, has not obligingly died, and to
whom the good doctor has to confess that he is no longer in love with her. Spock has
his own problems as he tries to adjust to the emotions he has acknowledged after his
mind-meld with V'Ger in The Motion Picture, and as he faces the prejudice of other
Vulcans because of it. These two subplots collide when McCoy and Spock have a
wonderful conversation about their old logic/emotion debate, and actually agree that a
synthesis of the two is probably best. This may be my favorite scene in the book.

* Is it my imagination, or is there a lot of contemporary-sounding terrorist activity going
on in Trek novels these days?
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Lullaby
by Hector Sevilla
Publisher: Image Comics

Review by Tom Good

If you know nothing about Lullaby, you are in luck, and I will not
be telling you much about it, either. Let me explain. Every once in
a while a story comes along that is best experienced without any
prior knowledge of what it is about, and Lullaby is one of these.
Obviously this presents some challenges to a reviewer. Normally
I do reveal some plot elements of the comics I review, as long as
I think it will not diminish the enjoyment of the book. With Lullaby,

trust me on two counts: first, this is a comic you should read, and second, it is so much
fun to see the story gradually unfold page by page that I cannot spoil any of it. This is
not due to some shocking twist at the end as in The Sixth Sense, but because every bit
of it adds a new piece to the puzzle, a puzzle that is still far from complete at the end of
issue 1.

This comic features gorgeous art full of saturated colors, smooth lines, and a magical
atmosphere where everything seems to gently glow. And if there were an award for
Best Costumes in a comic, this might win. In general, Lullaby starts with some
seemingly familiar elements, and then does a brilliant job of making them new and
mysterious. It is, I suppose, a type of "alternate universe" story. But writing this review
is like struggling not to tell a friend about a surprise birthday party. So please, just
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show up for the party: read Lullaby.
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Full Metal Alchemist, vol 1
Story and Art: Hiromu Arakawa
Publisher: VIZ

Review by Chad Denton

As is often the case with such things, Hiromu Arakawa's Full
Metal Alchemist first became known in the United States through
the anime, even though in its native Japan it first appeared as a
manga published by Square-Enix, best known as the producers
of the "Final Fantasy" and "Dragon Quest" video game RPG
series. In fact, to my knowledge, the manga comes to American
shores not only after the anime has gone through about half of its
51-episode run on Cartoon Network's Saturday night Adult Swim

line-up, but after two video game adaptations have been released.

Full Metal Alchemist takes place in a world not unlike early twentieth-century Europe
except that what's called alchemy, the ability to manipulate matter and energy on a
very fundamental level, is considered a science. Like any science, alchemy has
fundamental laws governing it, the most important being the First Law of Equivalent
Exchange, "To obtain, something of equal or greater value must be lost." The story
follows two young alchemist prodigies, Edward and Alphonse Elric, who hoped to bring
back their beloved mother from the dead using forbidden alchemistic techniques.
Unfortunately, they failed to bring the right ingredients to the exchange and Edward not
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only literally lost an arm and a leg (which were replaced by metallic limbs, hence his
nickname, the Full Metal Alchemist), but Alphonse lost his entire body, forcing Edward
to use alchemy to seal his soul to a massive suit of armor. Together the two young
brothers are trying desperately to find a way to reproduce the Philosopher's Stone, a
semi-legendary object that might help the two brothers restore their bodies, a mission
that leads them to join their country's military's alchemy branch. However, the two boys
are far from the only ones after the Philosopher's Stone and a beautiful but sinister
woman who calls herself 'Lust' seems very interested in the young alchemists'
progress.

In volume one, there are three story arcs: in the first, the Elric brothers stumble upon a
prosperous desert city ruled by a man who claims to be able to perform miracles.
Edward instantly deduces that the man is using alchemy to set himself up as a miracle-
worker, but does he really have the people's interests at heart (the short answer: no)
and is he using the real Philsopher's Stone? In the second, the brothers are assigned
to a dying mining town, which is being bled dry by a corrupt officer in the military they
serve. And in the third, the brothers just happen to be in the same train as an important
military official, which just happens to be hijacked by a terrorist group.

The most striking thing about Full Metal Alchemist is the unique approach it takes to
fantasy, at least compared to most American output in literature and comics. This isn't
a world of gods or faeries or elves; it just so happens that the dominant 'science' there
resembles what we would call magic, but beyond that the Full Metal Alchemist
universe's conception of alchemy follows a set of logically consistent laws. It's
refreshing to see an ambitious epic fantasy that bypasses the J.R.R. Tolkein route
completely. Also the focus isn't on the structure of the world that the characters of Full
Metal Alchemist inhabits, but on the characters. For better or for worse, young Edward
Elric, who for most of the story is fifteen, acts exactly like you'd expect a cynical
teenaged child prodigy with great power to act, while Alphonse is an open-hearted,
idealistic child trapped in a monstrous bulk. Like the premise itself, the theme of
responsibility and accepting the way one's life is runs through the stories. At the center
of all, the Elric brothers constantly seek to undo the damage caused by their hubris. It's
also wonderful to see a fantasy epic stray away from villain-hero cliches: while it's easy
to tell what side the villain of the first story arc, Father Cornello, is on, the story's
military leaders aren't automatically corrupt or untrustworthy, which is definitely a nice
change of pace.

The art is quite good, although if you're not used to the conventions of manga one
might find the sometimes cartoonish expressions and reactions of the characters to be
jarring, considering the serious tone most of the volume carries. The backgrounds
aren't very detailed, but the character sketches are fantastic with a great deal of variety
and individual detail given to even the smallest player. Likewise the dialogue is crisp,
drawing out character details in just a few panels, and the plots are simple but
enjoyable, mixing fantasy tropes (a false prophet armed with a ring that grants him
special powers) with modern scenarios (government corruption and political extremists
hijacking a train).

Fans of the anime won't be disappointed, as the stories closely resemble the anime
they inspired, but with different plot events, more detail here and there, and other minor
changes (for instance, the order of stories in the manga and the anime's episode order
already appear to be different). It's a refreshing and exciting effort and hopefully one
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that will get the attention it deserves here in the U.S.
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Sokora Refugees
Story: Segamu
Art: Melissa DeJesus
Publisher: TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

When I found out that Sokora Refugees stars Kana, a flat-
chested high school girl who goes through a portal in the girls
shower room into a magical world where she mysteriously has
much larger breasts, I lowered my expectations for it. I figured it
would be at best pointless, at worst unbearably juvenile, but I
was completely wrong. Actually, this is a very entertaining and

impressive first graphic novel by artist Melissa DeJesus and writer Segamu.

This manga works because of the relationships between the characters. In the land of
Sokora, the elves Tristan and Tien work through conflicts typical of two brothers, while
Salome the sexy raccoon-girl hopes that her feelings for Tristan will lead to something
serious. All three fight together as "The Sokora Organized Resistance" against the
goblins that hunger for their flesh, as well as other evil creatures. Back on Earth, Kana
is a high school girl whose best friends are tough, athletic Tamara and sweet, studious
Julie. These two worlds collide when Kana gets drawn through Tien's portal into
Sokora, and finds that her body has changed into that of a voluptuous elven sorceress.

From there the story travels back and forth between Earth and Sokora, weaving
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together the magical and the mundane, action and character development, the sexy
and the silly. These elements all balance out nicely, making Sokora Refugees pure fun
to read. I expected a scene or two with Kana in the shower -- I did not expect a scene
of Kana in the shower with a goblin!

Like Buffy, the Vampire Slayer, this manga uses magic and monsters not as an escape
from everyday teenage issues, but as a way of exploring them from a different
perspective. In her human form, Kana literally cannot keep up with Tamara athletically,
nor is she as popular with the boys. She also lacks Julie's academic skills. In her elf
body, Kana becomes a sexy bombshell who turns every male head, including Tristan's,
but she finds that this is not always an advantage, since it often makes her
uncomfortable and self-conscious. With two worlds and two bodies available, the
possibilities for character interaction multiply, and the book takes full advantage of this.

The art has a smooth, clean, uncluttered look, with a variety of appealing character
designs. DeJesus uses exaggerated facial expressions to good comic effect, in a style
reminiscent of many Japanese manga. I really did not stop and think about the art very
much during my first reading of this book, and I mean that as a compliment: the art
effectively immersed me in the story and got me interested in the characters. This type
of art accomplishes a lot while making it all seem easy and natural. A six page bonus
section at the end of the book contains annotated character sketches and explains
some of the artist's decisions. As a reader, I always appreciate extra material like this.

Sokora Refugees is worthy of a place on any manga fan's reading list. A debut this
good is likely the start of a great series.

Replies: 2 comments

Posted by segamu @ 04/12/2005 05:38 AM PST

Actually, I am quite glad you enjoyed the book, Mr. Good, and thrilled that we were
able to overcome your intial reaction. Your impression is exactly what we were striving
for from day one. Much appreciated.

And to the individual who feels compelled to speak for me above, I'm quite capable of
expressing my own thoughts, thanks.

Posted by Segamu @ 04/14/2005 04:10 PM PST
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Ghost in the Shell 2: Innocence
Based on the film by Mamoru Oshii
Published by VIZ

Review by Ginger Mayerson

I think this ani-manga edition of "Ghost in the Shell 2: Innocence"
is just for me. I saw "Ghost in the Shell 2: Innocence" three times
(twice paying retail) and still couldn't take it all in. The first time I
saw it, I was overwhelmed by the sheer beauty of it. There are
moments in this anime that will simply take your breath away.
The second time I saw it, I was trying to reconcile the visuals with
the soundtrack, which is also impressive in and of itself. The third
time I saw it, I was trying to follow the nuances in the dialogue

subtitles while on visual and aural sensory overload. The plot is a fairly straight forward
futuristic police/government tale; someone is breaking laws we here in the present
could never imagine and breaking them for reasons I'm still not clear on. However, this
ani-manga clears up many points in the dialogue that I was longing to have cleared up.

"Ghost in the Shell 2: Innocence" explores themes of what it means to be human. In a
futuristic society where everyone has some kind of cyborg/robotic enhancement
(sometimes being more machine than, well, flesh), the issue of what constitutes the
human and the ghost (I'm not sure if ghost is closer to soul or mind or some
combination of both; I'm still mulling it over with my unenhanced fleshy gray matter)
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becomes crucial. Are we human because we have a "ghost," or in spite of it? If you
transfer the "ghost" from a human into a machine, what does that make of them both?

The two main characters are reluctant partners in the traditional tough guy cop style. Of
course they fall in love -- just kidding -- Batou is a cyborg and Togusa keeps talking
about his wife and daughter, but they do end up coming to terms with each other and
having some fairly intimate conversations. It is these conversations this ani-manga
limns and does a great job of it, too. There is a scene in a cross between a helicopter
and jet where Batu and Togusa quote poetry to each other. (Oooh, shivers.) Here's a
taste from that scene as they are on their way to the lawless, high tech industrial zone,
which, visually utterly defies description, but just remembering it makes my knees
weak:

Batou: "Reminds me of the line 'what the body creates, is as much an expression of
DNA as the body itself.' ... If the essence of life is information carried in DNA, then
society and civilization are just colossal memory systems... And a metropolis like this
one, simply a sprawling external memory."

Togusa: "'How great is the sum of they thoughts if I should count them, they are more
in number than the sand.'"

Batou: "Psalm 139 ... the way you spout these spontaneous exotic references... I'd say
your own external memory's pretty twisted."

~snip~

Togusa: "'His legions, angel forms, who lay entranced thick as autumnal leaves that
strow the brooks.'"

Batou: "Now you're quoting Milton."

See? Great stuff (from two guys who are NOT in love); and this anime is full of such
dialogue, but it's hard to catch with everything else that's going on in the moment.

But that's where VIZ, the makers of these beautiful little dust-jacketed jewel-like books
in a boxed set that I will treasure forever and ever, come in: they've got it all here and
you can take it all in at your own pace.

Frankly, I feel the perfect gift would be this boxed set, and DVD's of both "Ghost in the
Shell" animes. You get beauty, philosophy, action, and really cool music and sound
effects. Who could ask for anything more than that?

From the Press Release:

"The exclusive Ani-Manga edition of GHOST IN THE SHELL 2: INNOCENCE was
created using over 2000 full-color stills from renowned director Mamoru Oshii’s
spectacular film, which was released theatrically in North America in 2004 by
DreamWorks. Each volume in this four-volume set comes with elegant dust jacket that
mirror’s the original Japanese edition, along with the complete and uncut Japanese
sound effects, and a bonus glossary. Also included is a special original essay on
director Mamoru Oshii and Innocence."

The Anime:
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Ghost in the Shell 2: Innocence (Very slow for modem users.)
The DVD

Edit 20050521: So, now this ani-manga is even more important to me because I
was a fool, a FOOL I tell you, and bought this crappy DreamWorks DVD of "Ghost in
the Shell 2," which, in the English subtitle version, unbelievably stupidly subtitles sound
effects, like, oh, stretching and tearing sounds, bird cries, dishes rattling, etc. I kid you
not, it is annoying as hell, and I wish I'd heeded the Amazon reviews of how bad this is.
DreamWorks must think the people who buy this DVD are idiots, which is very much
not the case (see urgent edit below). Oddly, or appropriately, the French subtitles
lack these annoyances. So, even though I can read French, I find myself watching
more and more with the subtitles disabled, and if I really need to see some text, well,
hah! I have this ani-manga! Yay!

I can only hope the Special Edition of GITS2 is as good as GITS1, which is simply and
purely lovely. I'm hooked, hooked like a bass. Dear me.

Special 103105 Edit: Apparently subtitling sound effects on the DVD was either a
mistake or the outgreat has been so great , click on that link for details. Well, that's nice
of them.

http://www.gofishpictures.com/GITS2/main.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&creative=9325&camp=1789&link_code=ur2&path=tg/detail/-/B0006A9FMI/qid=1114922685/sr=1-1/ref=sr_1_1?v=glance%26s=dvd
http://www.gofishpictures.com/GITS2/main.html
http://www.twitchfilm.net/archives/001010.html
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/


Archived Entry - 04/07/2005: "Ani-Manga review: Ghost in the Shell: Innocence"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000326.htm[4/27/2019 3:26:16 PM]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,

http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 04/07/2005: "Ani-Manga review: Ghost in the Shell: Innocence"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000326.htm[4/27/2019 3:26:16 PM]

comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with
your comment and we'll add it.



Archived Entry - 04/07/2005: "Book review: On the Border"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000325.htm[4/27/2019 3:26:19 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Petition for "Only the Ring Finger Knows" novels (Eeeek! Go sign!
Please!)"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Ani-Manga review: Ghost in the Shell: Innocence"]

04/07/2005 Archived Entry: "Book review: On the Border"

On the Border
By Michel Warschawski
Publisher: South End Press

Review by Allison Burnett

The Third Way

Before the United States declared its global war on terror, no
subject could more quickly inflame and divide a gathering of the
politically aware than the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Today, it's a
tie. Hardly surprising, when you consider how much the two
conflicts have in common. After all, both involve questions of
national security, religious fundamentalism, terrorism,

colonialism, and the struggle for basic human rights, and more recently, since the
invasion of Iraq, the two conflicts are entwined to the point of being almost
indistinguishable.

The best evidence that the real or imagined security needs of Israel lay near the heart
of the neo-conservatives' drive to topple Saddam Hussein is the simple fact that Israel
is almost never mentioned by U.S. policymakers in any discussion of the war. It's
almost as though Israel did not exist. When, last year, Israel was cited, by General
Anthony Zinni, as one of the reasons for the war, he was roundly attacked as an anti-
Semite and the discussion moved on.

http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn= 0-89608-731-X
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn= 0-89608-731-X
http://southendpress.org/
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For this reason, Michel Warschawski's book On The Border could not have come at a
better time for the American reader, because its bold and honest examination of the
dangerous schisms that the Palestinian question has opened in Israeli society warns us
of the similar schisms that the war on terror is opening in ours. It is a book that speaks
to a great upheaval going on in the world today: between those who draw borders
between people and those who despise them.

Warschawski -- known widely to Israelis and Palestinians as "Mikado" -- is a radical
activist who has spent his life hating borders, perhaps because he has lived on both
sides of so many. Although he moved to Israel as a teenager to study the Talmud, he
is today an agnostic. Although he loves Israel with all his heart, he is a radical anti-
Zionist; and, while not of Arabic descent, he has spent much of his life seeking to
understand and honor Arab aspirations. He is an internationalist in the truest sense,
whose loyalty is not to short-term partisan agendas, but to universal human principles -
- justice, tolerance, freedom, and the right to self-determination -- and for this reason
he is the ideal writer to examine the Israeli-Palestinian question.

A book of such importance does not come along very often and so any attempt here to
capture its full scope and depth will necessarily be reductive, so I will only hint at a few
of its glories. On the Border is, among other things, a memoir that traces the evolution
of Warschawksi from a deeply religious teenage immigrant, ignorant of Israeli history
and the roots of the Israeli-Arab conflict, to a deeply committed Anti-Zionist radical.
The first turning point came after the June 1967 war, when he witnessed first hand
"hundreds of men and women and children marching to the east, loaded down with
bundles of every sort." He was witnessing the forced deportation of three Palestinian
villages. A few weeks later the villages were razed to make room for a park. In the
weeks that followed, Warschawski leapt over the border meant to divide him from the
Palestinians. He allied himself with occupied instead of the occupier. Fortunately, his
father, also deeply religious, supported him. "Any kind of occupation is wrong," he told
his son, "and morally corrupts those who take part in it; pray to heavens that this one
ends as quickly as possible."

From here, Warschawski takes us on a thirty-five year journey through the changes
that took place in Israeli society. We learn of his involvement with Matzpen, a Marxist,
anti-Zionist organization, which was the first to speak out against the occupation: "To
all those who insist on illusions, we repeat: the economic or political superiority on one
human group over another has never provided the means to resolve political problems
between nations." The fact that this statement was published in conjunction with Arabs
was deemed by many as an act of treason. So out of step was Matzpen with the
mainstream of Israeli society at the time that its members were shunned, libeled,
harassed, threatened, and arrested. Some, like the author, were even imprisoned.

But then came the 1973 Yom Kippur War, which struck Israeli society as a "hugely
traumatizing surprise." The surprise was that Israel had come so close to defeat that
Golda Meir had actually considered the use of nuclear weapons. Only the intervention
of the United States saved the day. This trauma, Warschawksi asserts, shattered the
arrogance of the Israelis, ushering in a new era of self-doubt and introspection, where
healthy political debate was at last possible. So marked was the change that when
Anwar Sadat began his peace initiative, 100,000 Israeli demonstrators forced the
government to retreat from Sinai and to dismantle its settlements.

But, as so often happens, no sooner does liberalism take hold, but a conservative

http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn= 0-89608-731-X
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn= 0-89608-731-X
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backlash occurs. In this case, it was the invasion of Lebanon, a national tragedy which
cost thousands of lives and revealed deep divisions in Israeli society. For the first time
since 1967, there was a powerful and vocal peace movement. Soldiers in great
numbers refused to fight. Suddenly, the positions of Matzpen had moved from the
farthest left of the debate to its very center. Warschawski gives one a vivid sense of
what it was like to be on the front lines of radicalism throughout these events, as well
as through both intifada, all the way up to the horror of the Sharon government.

Warschawski is brilliant on the subject of the religious right and the way that it has
moved (as it has in the U.S.) from an ignored and often ridiculed minority to one of the
most powerful forces in Israeli political life. It is no surprise that Warschawski does not
admire those who want to turn Israel back toward a fundamentalist Judaism; what is,
perhaps, surprising is that his contempt for the Zionist left is far more withering. The
former he at least respects for its consistency and frankness; the latter he disdains for
its hypocrisy, its craven bad faith. It is hard to read his attack on the Zionist left and not
think of our own Democratic party, so devoid of courage, honesty, and authenticity.

In this brave chapter, entitled "The Left-Wing Colonizer," Warschawski writes: "There is
no need to elaborate on the internal contradiction between a socialist or at least
humanist ideology, and a colonial project, which under the worthy guise of building a
refuge for persecuted Jews, denies not only the most elementary human rights but the
very existence of an indigenous community, deprives it of its lands and its access to
work in order to provoke its eventual mass exodus. To live with this contradiction the
left Zionist must deny reality; literally erase it from his memory." Warschawksi is
thorough and merciless in his illumination of this brand of liberal amnesia, which "has
nothing to do with historical facts; since his intentions are pure and the values he
defends noble, he can never be held responsible for the crimes he has committed. If he
killed or stole or expelled, it's because he was attacked, and he is twice a victim: for
being attacked and for being forced to do a bad thing to defend himself. The
schizophrenia of the left Zionist is supported by a shrill paranoia that beholds the Jew
as Jew, an eternal and absolute victim."

Despite Warshawski's attacks, laments, and disappointments, this is a book of hope,
for he never loses sight of what he calls "the Third Way" -- a path between, on the one
hand, the liberal "dream of reconstituting national unity around colonialism with a
human face, and on the other the headlong fight toward an archaic, Messianic,
nationalist and fundamentalist Judaism." He believes this Third Way is being forged by
young anti-globalists who fight all forms of injustice and repression, whether they are
inflicted by Nike, the IMF, or the IDF. It is also being forged by the New Historians and
the New Sociologists, intellectuals who have become a dominant voice in Israeli
universities. First and foremost, theirs is a movement of honesty that seeks to tell the
truth of the past, free of mythology and self-deception. No longer will the underlying
struggle of the past fifty years be seen as based on inveterate, baseless hatred of Jews
by Arabs, but of Arabic "resistance to a colonial enterprise."

In the end, what the author believes in most fervently is a world without borders. He
believes that for his own survival the Israeli must see through the imaginary border that
he has placed between himself and his enemy. "It is only by rediscovering its Jewish
roots and opening itself up to the Arab dimension of its identity and its environment that
Israeli society will be able at last to live normally and plan the future of its children with
serenity."
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February 9, 2006: UPDATE ON THE NOVEL!
The Lonely Ring Finger (Pre-Order*)
Only the Ring Finger Knows Novel
Author/Artist: Satoru Kannagi, Hotaru Odagiri
ISBN: 1569709041
246 pages
Dimensions: 4 1/8" x 6 3/4"
Release Date: Mar 15, 2006
SRP: $8.95
More info! or Leave a comment!

*Powells has the description wrong, but everything
else is right.

End of update.

Edit 070105: I don't know if it's been announced elsewhere, but Isaac
Lew of Digital Manga told me today at AnimeExpo that the "Only the
Ring Finger Knows" novels will be published in May 2006. Lucky us!
Thank you, Digital Manga! Yay!

"Petition for Only the Ring Finger Knows Novel

"There is more story behind the ring finger than
what anyone knows...

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709041
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709041
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/1569709041
http://www.yaoi-manga.com/petition
http://www.yaoi-manga.com/petition
http://www.yaoi-manga.com/petition
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"The genre of Boy's Love novels is well known in
Japan but is almost unrepresented here in the
United States. Now that the growing trend towards
publishing yaoi is occurring in the translated manga
market, we would like to bring one of our most
popular yaoi titles to our readers in its original form.
"Only The Ring Finger Knows", the novel.

"So let your voice be heard! For those fans of the OTRFK manga, if
you wish to see this title, and possibly other BL novels published in an
English format, please fill out the online petition listed here."

Message from Ginger:
PLEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAASSSSSSSSSSE sign this,
I'm DYING to know the whole Kazuki/Wataru story. Tell eveyone you
know, too, please, okay? Thanks! GM

Here's my review from last year.

EDIT June 24, 2005: Hey there, yaoi lovers, don't miss the fabulous
Lene Taylor's wonderful podcasts on Only the Ring Finger Knows and
Desire. They're great!

Replies: 20 comments

Best ever. needs more!!!!!!!

Posted by Gwendolyn Treptow @ 04/29/2005 12:37 PM PST

I REALLY wanna read the rest of the story!! ^^

Posted by Kim @ 05/23/2005 01:19 PM PST

Man OTRFK is the BEST!!

Posted by YES! I wanna read the rest!! @ 05/29/2005 04:55 PM PST

This is such a heart clenching story! Its soo admirably sweet!
Definetly need more! MORE! XD

Posted by Rei @ 07/08/2005 10:28 AM PST

I just finished reading this 10 minutes ago...it is such a sweet story,
with just enough BL to keep it interesting, and I would love to read
the original novel.

Posted by Jennifer @ 07/08/2005 05:58 PM PST

I Just !Loveeeeeeee! this story!! It's sooo sweet and loving and full of
bishies we all wanne see again!! YES! ~Now gimmy my novel >.<

http://www.yaoi-manga.com/petition
http://ireadcomics.blogspot.com/2005/06/first-show-up.html
http://ireadcomics.blogspot.com/2005/06/episode-2-is-up.html
http://ireadcomics.blogspot.com/2005/06/episode-2-is-up.html
mailto:ladybugpipp2001@hellokitty.com
mailto:horsegirljen10@aol.com
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Posted by Debz @ 07/14/2005 03:03 AM PST

OMG, I can't wait, I've been obsessed with the manga and would kill
for a chance to get a hold of the novels, I ish very happeh now. ^^

Posted by Cortney @ 08/16/2005 12:02 AM PST

I'M IN LOVE(x100000) with this manga !

Posted by jeanee' @ 09/22/2005 08:16 PM PST

ps gime' the novel or die...thankyou :)

Posted by jeanee' @ 09/22/2005 08:18 PM PST

YYYyyeeeeaaahhhhhh!!!!!!!!!!! only the ring finger knows ROCKS!!!hells
yeah! give it!give il!!I want it!!fui!

Posted by furanshizu @ 10/13/2005 11:11 AM PST

LOVE IT!!! MUST.HAVE.NOVEL!!! ^_^ Soooo fluffy!! ^_^!!!!

~#keito#~

Posted by keito @ 10/18/2005 05:10 PM PST

PLEASE I WANT TO SEE THE REST OF THE STORY!!!!!!!!!!! GIVE US
MORE!!!!!!!!!

Posted by Erin @ 10/18/2005 09:32 PM PST

I love the graphic novel so much. I want to read the novel too. I can't
wait till they translate it. I love it so much. SPASMS!!!! TWITCH!! SO
CUTE> I LOVE YUICHI!!!

--CAYLEE--

Posted by Caylee @ 10/19/2005 07:04 AM PST

OMG!Please, i wanna read wut happens afterward. I wanna read the
novel!!!!!!!!!

Posted by Char-Char @ 12/08/2005 06:51 AM PST

Ack!! I love this manga! It's the reason why I became a yaoi fan!! Yay!!

Posted by Kiki @ 12/17/2005 04:04 AM PST

GOD! YOU HAVE TO MAKE THESE BOOKS IN ENGLISH AND SELL
THEM IN CANADA! I LOVED THE FIRST ONE AND I WANT TO READ
THE REST PLEASE! I BEG OF YOU! "ONLY THE RING FINGER KNOWS"
IS ONE OF MY FAV. OF ALL TIME! PLEASE MAKE THE REST IN
ENGLISH SO I MAY ENJOY THEM! PLEASE!

Posted by Ashley @ 12/19/2005 08:51 AM PST

http://www.sunstripe.net/
http://none/
mailto:dropbuf1@aol.com
mailto:caybee5@yahoo.com
mailto:hot_baby_goodys@hotmail.com
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I HAVE TO READ THAT BOOK!!!!!!!!!PLEASE!!!!!!!!!I NEED IT!!

Posted by angelina @ 01/03/2006 07:01 AM PST

yessssss!!!!!!
must have more!!!!!!
i read the manga
so fuzzy
so now i have to read everything else too!
the novel and all the other stuff
its necessary!!

Posted by rein matsushita @ 01/03/2006 04:47 PM PST

they already have ONLY THE RING FINGER KNOWS here in u.s.a., I
think your web is alittle behind, I own a copy from BORDERS.

.........IT IS GOOD THOW......... REALY GOOD.

Posted by alyssa walla @ 01/14/2006 08:53 PM PST

Want to leave a comment? Please scroll down to the Comments box.
Thanks!

Posted by Editor @ 01/15/2006 07:29 AM PST
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Sticky #1
by Dale Lazarov & Steve MacIsaac

24 pages, $4.95
Published by Fantagraphics

Reviewed by Lene Taylor

Dear Readers, the arrival of a comic book with art by Steve MacIsaac is one of the
most exciting events in a woman's life. Especially if that woman is me.

But first, let me step back and say that I have huge issues with the publisher, Eros
Comix. As much as we here at LHLS love Fantagraphics (who owns Eros), we cringe a
little when we look at the lastest Eros offerings. Eros specializes in hardcore sex
comics, 90% of which feature enormously-breasted women being raped and brutalized
and subjected to baroque S&M scenes. Is this really every straight man's fantasy?
Wait, don't answer that. Oh, there's also some straight-guy lesbian stuff (featuring
aforementioned enormously-breasted women). With the exception of Molly Kiely's
exceptional comics, there isn't much that doesn't make me close my eyes tightly. Feh.

So when we heard that Eros was going to put out a gay male comic, we cheered. And
when it turned out to be drawn by Steve MacIsaac, well, it was like Christmas and
Fourth of July all at once.

Let us be honest with one another, readers: We're not looking for War and Peace when
we pick up a smutty comic, are we? And when the cover is a big burly naked man

http://www.lastgasp.com/d/25470/
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.lastgasp.com/d/25470/
http://liheliso.com/Issue6/Issue6.html#erotica_utopia_and_judicial_proceedings
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leaning over another naked man who's sucking his nipple, well, you just hope there
isn't too much dialogue. Guess what? There's NO DIALOGUE! Dale Lazarov's plot – a
casual pick-up that turns into an afternoon marathon fuck session – is conveyed
through looks, gestures, and a whispered suggestion for (yes!) more sex. The actual
fucking is pretty graphic and very very hot; there's a nice give-and-take dynamic
between these two guys. Lube and condoms are present in abundance. And it all takes
place in a clean, well-lit, comfortable little room that seems just made for an afternoon
tryst. Great story, great art, great cocks - what more could you want?

I really love that Lazarov and MacIsaac structure this comic like a classic porn film;
Sticky ends with a money shot that's two minutes long (there's a clock on the wall).
There is come *everywhere*. And then, sweetly, we leave our guys kissing, and
kissing, and kissing – and gearing up to do it all over again.

My favorite part is the "dizzy circle" over one guy's head after a particularly intense
round on his back. It reminds me of the way Dori Seda used to draw couples post-sex
– only she had the circles over their crotches.

It's interesting that the blurb for Sticky says It's "suitable for gay men and the women
who love them.” Gasp! Could this mean that Eros thinks women read dirty comics?
Could this mean they might actually make MORE comics for women? Guys at Eros,
the Sticky series is a great start. You're going to make a ton of money from women on
it. Don't fuck it up now.
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There and Back Again: An Actor's Tale 
By Sean Astin
Published by St. Martin's Press
ISBN: 0312331460
308 Pages, $24.95

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

I now know more about Sean Astin than I ever wanted to know.
Not a judgment, just an observation.

I thought Astin was brilliant in the Lord of the Rings movies, just
the right blend of common sense, rustic arrogance, and

unflinching bravery needed to make Sam the hero of Tolkien's books. You know that,
right? That Sam is the hero? Frodo, by comparison, is a whiny holier-than-thou
wanker. Notwithstanding Elijah Wood's big blue eyes, Frodo is so very tiresome. And
Sam gets the last line (indeed, the last spoken line) in the trilogy – possibly the best
closing line in 20th century literature. It makes me teary every time I read that last
scene.

Anyway, Astin's book. Mostly it's about his experiences making the LOTR movies,
which is really the only reason anyone would buy it. I mean, he's the son of famous
parents, but aside from these movies he hasn't done anything earthshaking (yet). He's
clearly got a long career ahead of him – including, as he says several times in the
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book, holding public office - and by the time he's 60 he'll probably have loads of great
stories to tell. For now, you'll have to settle for some low-level gossip about his co-
stars (Ian McKellan stole his makeup artist! Elijah Wood smokes clove cigarettes!
Christopher Lee was mad that his scenes were cut from ROTK!) and some fairly
interesting glimpses of what it was like to work for Peter Jackson for three years. A
good afternoon read.

I gotta say, though, riding Astin's emotional roller coaster does get tiresome. Never
having read the books, Astin didn't know who Sam was or how important he was to the
soul of the story, or that Sam only realizes his strength over the course of the quest.
So he spent a lot of time worrying about Sam coming off like a buffoon and not having
as much screen time as the other characters in the first two movies. This problem
could have been easily solved if he had just READ THE DAMN BOOKS before he
started the movie! Or, failing that, he could have hired a rabid Tolkien fan (like me) to
explain it all to him and tell him in no uncertain terms that yes, Samwise Gamgee is in
fact the goddamn hero. And that he should've been nominated for an Oscar.
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Louder Than Bombs: The Progressive Interviews
by David Barsamian
Publisher: South End Press

Review by Chad Denton

For the politically active liberal, The Progressive probably needs
no introduction -- founded in 1909 (originally named until 1929
"La Follette's Weekly"), "The Progressive" has been an icon of
American liberalism, involved in issues from arguing for non-
intervention in World War I to greater support for the poor during
the Great Depression to opposing nuclear weapons (famously
one essay, "The H-Bomb Secret: How We Got it and Why We're

Telling it," was repressed by the U.S. Government for six months until the courts
decided in favor of the magazine), so it's no surprise that Louder Than Bombs, a book
collecting interviews conducted by "The Progressive" journalist David Barsamian,
would be both mired in the political concerns of the last seven years and in questions
over globalization, neo-conservatism (or, as one interviewee puts it confusingly,
'neoliberalism'), and the Wars on Drugs and Terror.

The personas featured in this book may not be entirely familiar to everyone (there were
more than a few that I've never heard of and if anyone is a 'big ass liberal,' it's me), but
it is a very wide selection, from writers Edwidge Danticat, Kurt Vonnegut, and Arundhati
Roy; activists Angela Davis, Haunnani-Kay Trask, Noam Chomsky, Eqbal Ahmad, and
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Vandana Shiva; columnist Juan Gonzalez; politician and activist Ralph Nader;
historians and political writers Tariq Ali, Edward Said, Eduardo Galeano, Taylor
Branch, and Howard Zinn; economist Amartya Sen; and journalists Ahmed Rashid,
John Pilger, and Ben Bagdikian. Even if most of the names don't ring a bell, the book
itself covers a wide range of contemporary and near-contemporary issues -- some hot-
button issues, like the War on Drugs, Iraq, corporate involvement in globalization,
black actors in Hollywood, the continuing effects of colonialism, and contemporary
socialism -- and many which get little press even in many liberal circles: poverty and
violence in Haiti, Hawaiian rights and autonomy, and alternatives to traditional prisons.
Fortunately, the publisher was wise to see that the book could be valuable as a
research tool and included an index of topics in the back. Given the scope of the book,
which has interviews dating as early as 1997, it even provides an interesting look in
liberal concerns and issues during the Clinton years and before the War on Terrorism
and the Patriot Act altered the political landscape.

What of the interviews themselves? Like any skilled interviewer, David Barsamian
knows to let his subjects just talk, and in many cases the interviewees simply respond
to a statement or a cited fact he lays down, not to a question. He's also, as "The
Progressive" editor Matthew Rothschild says in his prologue to the book, not afraid to
let his subjects contradict or streamroll over him. Rothschild's favorite example of this,
and mine as well, is Arundhati Roy's response to Barsamian making a statement about
Roy feeling a sense of responsibility to "these silent voices that are calling out to you":
"No, I don't feel responsibility because that's such a boring word."

Personally, while not every interview went in the direction I'd prefer (for instance, I felt
the interview with Vonnegut could have covered more ground, especially outside of
contemporary issues), I found plenty of humorous, sad, and insightful bits, even with
subjects I'm not entirely familiar with. Haunani-Kay Trask, in speaking about the
concerns of Hawaiian natives, laments how rents and real estate values are raised by
wealthy Americans who come to live in gated communities on the islands as a second
home. "They want to live on our land, but they don't want to see us," she says. Noam
Chomsky agrees with a TV journalist that he is "from Neptune". Kurt Vonnegut reacts
to George W. Bush: "We have a president who knows absolutely no history, and he is
surrounded by men who pay no attention to history. They imagine that they are great
politicians inventing something new. In fact, it's really quite old stuff: tyranny. But they
imagine they're being creative." Finally ,Eduardo Galeano objects to the label of
politican writer: "I hate to be classified. This world has an obsession with classification.
We are all treated like insects. We should have a label on the front...Just give me the
name of any writer in human history who was not political. All of us are political, even if
we don't know that we are political." Obviously one's own political tastes will determine
whether or not they get anything out of Louder than Bombs. Those not inclined toward
activism may find it preachy or lukewarm and obviously those who agree with the likes
of Christopher Hitchens or Andrew Sullivan will despise it. Still, at the least it's a
collection of insights into the minds of some very active, very intelligent people, and
that's always worth a try.
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Shining Knight #1
Story: Grant Morrison
Art: Simone Bianchi

The Guardian #1
Story: Grant Morrison
Art: Cameron Stewart

Review by Chad Denton

There're only so many ways to repeat that
Grant Morrison is a genius who
continuously defines and redefines the

medium, so I'll be unimaginative here: Grant Morrison is a genius who continuously
defines and redefines the medium. His current project, under the omnibus title of
Seven Soldiers, will be a collection of seven mini-series with two book-ends (Seven
Soldiers Special #0 and #1) that will finish publication on April 2006 with issues of the
two mini-series coming out each month. The trick here is that, while all the series are
part of a larger story, each is meant to be self-contained. Each Seven Soldiers mini-
series focuses on a different second- and third-tier denizen of the DC Universe - the
Shining Knight, Zatanna, the Bulleteer, the Guardian, Mister Miracle, Frankenstein, and
Klarion the Witch Boy -- with each exploring different genres and different corners of
the DC canon ranging from urban superhero to fantasy to gothic horror. It's an
ambitious and refreshingly intricate project, particularly for an era when original series
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that don't include Wolverine or Superman rarely last past the tenth issue. Different
talented artists are being brought to the table as well, so, in addition the various genres
being explored, each series is really a different beast. Although Grant Morrison is
working with established characters and he has stated in interviews that his aim is to
delve into the minutiae of the DC Universe, it's almost like reading a universe of
Morrison's own.

The variety in Seven Soldiers is already clear with the first pair of offerings: Shining
Knight #1 and Guardian #1. The former, with art by Simone Bianchi shows Justin, a
young and novice member of King Arthur's Knights of the Round Table, trying to save
Camelot from destruction at the hands of a malevolent race of supernatural beings.
However, his efforts to penetrate the bizarre stronghold of the enemy with his winged
horse Victory ends with the young, Old Welsh-speaking knight lost in time and smack
in the middle of Los Angeles traffic. The latter, which is based on an old Jack Kirby
creation and has art from Cameron Stewart, follows a depressed ex-cop who left his
career after he caused a tragic accident. To end his years-long depression, his family
points him to a job at the Manhattan Guardian, the newspaper that's proud to claim that
it doesn't just report crime, it fights it. Both artists take full advantage of the widely
different genres: Stewart's art has a realistic tone that at the same time imitates the
classic art of Jack Kirby but isn't afraid to indulge in some more bizarre visuals for the
inner workings of the Manhattan Guardian and for the robberies and massacres carried
out by the story's subway pirates (you read that right). Bianchi's art, on the other hand,
looks like the illustrations of a fantasy novel or a fairy tale with knights wearing
elaborate armor and a demon-queen who dances on the line between grotesque and
sensual.

As always, Morrison's scripts are strong, with fast-paced plotting (another oddity in this
current era of comic book writing) and references to obscure DC Universe continuity,
as well as Welsh and Irish mythology for Shining Knight #1, that don't stand in the
reader's way but add a new layer to the story for those in the know. As one would
expect from Morrison, there are the completely over-the-top, kinetic ideas which could
fuel a whole series on their own: An invisible, organic castle that exists outside time. A
New York City newspaper office that hires its own corporate superhero to fight the
newest headline-gripping crime spree. Pirates that attack subway cars and claim
business suits and cell phones as trophies. Camelot as an advanced, fantastic
civilization that was erased from the history books and replaced by a much more
mundane world. Skillfully mixed with these are more grounded moments that flesh out
the characters and give us the feeling that we are peering into a real world.

Time will tell if Morrison succeeds in breathing new life into this misfit collection of
characters or even into the DC canon itself, but it looks like Seven Soldiers is off to an
excellent start.
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Banana Fish Book 6
Story and Art by: Akimi Yoshida
Published by: VIZ

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Shojo Pulp Fiction, readers:

Banana Fish is simply a juicy, easy read that is just too fun.

Ash, our dazzling hero, started life as a runaway who was
adopted by crime lord "Papa" Dino Golzine. He is the expected
heir to the crime throne. Ash wants no part of this kingdom and
after loosing his older brother in Vietnam, he sets out to step

away permanently from Papa. Eiji Okamura, a young photographer from Japan, has
made Ash's acquaintance just in time to fall with him into this bloody whirlpool. Now the
Chinese Lee Syndicate has delivered Ash, Max Lobo, Ibe and Dr Alexis Dawson to
Papa Dino. "Banana Fish" has been used to brainwash Shorter Wong and manipulate
him into mutilating Eiji Right before Ash's eyes.

Oh ya, Pulp Fiction only Quentin Tarantino could do better.

Akimi Yoshida offers up aggressive Manga art that never crosses the line into extreme.
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Edgy, gritty, demanding linear work that propels the characters, antagonist and
protagonist alike, forward. Motives and means explain the characters inner being while
substantiating their nemesis' own id.

Banana Fish itself offers a view on the underbelly of what ends man will go to kill each
other. Nasty stuff that banana fish.

American Mafia, Japanese Syndicates, the Pentagon's own need for new ways to
deliver death, angry young men with very large guns, and banana fish.

One book, and I'm addicted.
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Star Trek - Captain's Blood
By: Willaim Shatner wtih Judith and Garfield Reeves-Stevens
Published by: Pocket Books (a Division of Simon & Schuster,
Inc.)
Visit: www.SimonSays.com

*available as a downloadable eBook!

Review by Kathy LaFollett

I can't get past this, so I'll just write it up front and move on: it
really bugs me when the author's name is larger than the title of
the book itself.

It double bugs me when the author's name is three times the size of the title and ten
times the size of the co-authors of the book. It's pretentious.

Any Trekkie knows Mr. William Shatner is a commodity unto himself. James Kirk is
synonymous with Star Trek. He's the 007 of space.

It is accepted that Captain Kirk; his persona; his ability to never loose nor feel
threatened; and his ability to leap and bound through danger like a kevlared deer, is an
absolute force, like gravity. His is the story of epic proportions, his is the victory no
other could attain in like manner, his is the story that never gives pause to the viewer
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or reader, because quite frankly, we already know Captain Kirk never fails.

Which is the problem with Captain's Blood.

The storyline is very interesting and well constructed. It doesn't cave-in under it's own
weight. Spock is publicly assassinated at a Romulan peace rally. Starfleet and the
Federation cannot search for the criminals responsible without triggering intergalactic
war. Enter James T. Kirk, retired, to investigate his friend's murder. Picard, Riker and a
few other standard Starfleeters appear. The key to the Captain's Blood lies in James T.
Kirk's own son, Joseph. It seems Joseph is a hybrid entity with Romulan, Remus,
Klingon and a few other bloodlines coursing through his veins.

Leave it to Kirk not to have a regular kid, he's got the be-all end-all hybrid kid.

Trapped on an alien world on the eve of a Romulan civil war that has the potential of
dragging the entire galaxy into the conflict, Kirk discovers a hidden Reman fortress.
There, he learns of the true threat facing the Romulans, and is forced into the
heartrending realization that for peace to prevail, he must sacrifice the freedom of his
son, whose very blood holds a staggering secret.

Which is the problem with Captain's Blood.

Kirk and Joseph's separation is not heartrending. I couldn't get enough adrenaline
rolling to care. Kirk is Kirk, and nothing bad happens to him and you KNOW, you just
KNOW that whole separation thing is a setup somehow and somewhere, and only Kirk
knows that, while everyone else is running around ringing their hands in heartrending
ways.

Unfortunately Kirk's son, Joseph is pretentious to the point of annoying (although, he's
a hybrid, so... okay I'll accept that hybrid alien children sporting Klingon bloodlines
are... pretentious).

Kirk is also pretentious, and he's not near as young or cute as his boy, so I'm not that
forgiving. Captain Kirk's persona has been ridden hard and put up wet. He really needs
to be a supporting character at best. He's too familiar, too grandiose, and overexposed.

Captain's Blood is an excellent Star Trek tale. Spock and his storyline draw you in and
support the years of context before in TV and movie form. Spock's own storyline in the
book is far more interesting and emotional.

Captain James T. Kirk is a bore. I think he had the right idea in the first place: retire.
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Wicked: The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the West
by Gregory Maguire 

Published by Regan Books 
ISBN: 0060987103
416 Pages, $15.00

Reviewed by Janine Fennick

I finished Wicked this morning and I'm sorry I did.

I really really disliked the book. I was reading the Amazon reviews for the book and I
cannot believe that so many people were extolling its virtues. Dull, tedious,
meandering, pointless. I hated all the characters, I didn't have empathy for anyone, I
never understood anyone's motives, I kept waiting for something to happen and it
never did. It got up on a lot of soap boxes about things but never followed through in
terms of payoff, it raised points and then forgot about them, there was never any
explanation of anything. I'm not a big fan of the film and I am a huge fan of the books
but I wasn't looking for serious canon as long as it was entertaining. It wasn't. I can't
swear to what the musical is like -- haven't seen it yet. I'm hoping it's better (there's no
way it could get worse and I'm sure most of the psuedophilosophy must've been cut
away to fit into a 2 1/2 hr musical).

It's a shame because someone else might've taken the same concepts (even the
highly pretentious non-stop socio-political-spiritual ones) and written a thought-
provoking, entertaining book. It wasn't that I wanted it to be a grown up Oz book or

http://liheliso.org/
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even just the same -- I just wanted it to be likeable. It's also odd how a lot of the
Amazon reviews spoke of it being a satire or funny -- I found very little humour in it at
all.

I've since removed any other Gregory Macguire books from my wishlist since this one
made me want to gouge my eyes out.

Replies: 4 comments

I haven't read the book yet, but I heard that the musical is very good. I plan to see it in
New York. I'll be honest with you, I can't wait! I think anyone that can be negative about
someone's thought that they thought was good has a cold heart.

Posted by Lily Kathleen @ 01/04/2006 04:18 PM PST

I agree with Janine Fennick's comments. I, too, felt the book was unfocused, had
pointless episodes and raised issues regarding personal relationships, social class,
religion, and the nature of evil that remained unexamined in any depth. Although I
found the book a compelling read (probably because I kept hoping something
significant would happen), I also found it frequently bizarre, irritating and unpleasant.
Telling the story from the Witch's point of view is an intriguing idea that unfortunately
resulted in a story full of sound and fury, but signifing nothing.

Posted by P Sharp @ 01/07/2006 10:47 PM PST

The jury is still out on how I felt about this novel. At times I found it brilliant, yet other
times I found it muddled and hazy. The best I can surmise of a theme (apart from the
obvious political commentary) is the pardoxical nature of man. I wanted to sympathize
with Elphaba, but found no redeeming qualities in her in the end. She was a failure at
everything she did, crippled by the failures of her parents. Because she never quite fit
into any world or any social group, she couldn't thrive. Though she attempted to make
a connection with the Animals, they too rejected her in the end, thus perpetrating her
lacking sense of direction. I never did get the business with the shoes and why she felt
she needed them. It was not believable that her character would have wanted them or
even bothered so hard to get them. What do you make of Yackle? She pops up at
every transition in the novel, but I have no idea what to make of her. I did, however,
find the novel intriguing, and I would definitely give Macguire another chance. By the
way, the musical is worse than the book. Fortunately the music, powerful and
electrifying, makes up for the meandering and often confusing plot.

Posted by Jennifer Manuel @ 02/09/2006 07:32 PM PST

I don't think I would go as far as to say I hated the book, it was well-written and
intriguing. The characters that I really sympathised with either died or were absent for
most of the novel. This served a purpose of course, it's just unfortunate that Elphaba
worked so hard at making herself unlikable. The parts of the book that made very
specific reference to the original novel felt very awkward and forced to me. By the time
Dorothy is approaching the Witch's castle in Winkie Land, Elphaba's actions have
ceased to make any sort of sense. I found the novel to be gripping at many points and
I was quite curious to see how things would develop into the story I was familiar with. I
would say the books strengths are in setting up a classic greek tragedy, extemporizing
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on familial relations, the nature of existence and pre-destination and making the reader
feel dreadful. The religion I found to be rather irritating, really, mainly because of my
clingy purist view of Oz and the complete lack of religion or anything like in Baum's
books. As to the musical, I heard enough of it too often to really detest it. I don't like
broadway musicals on the whole and 'Wicked' is very broadway. I'm relieved to see
that I'm not the only person in the universe who had issues with this book.

Posted by Jack Walton @ 03/04/2006 02:50 AM PST
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The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 6

I had hoped to be writing this editorial during the Kerry administration, but, as was
proved late last fall, the Dems we got now couldn't win a race against a blind hog with
one trotter tied behind its back.
Editorial
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Being the recollections of Kathryn Ramage, with additional notes from her friend,
Susan Hawman, on their literary travels
The Jane Austen Tour
By Kathryn L. Ramage
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When I was in my early twenties, an admirer looked at me fondly as we embraced on
his couch and said, "You are perfect."
My Nostril Hair
By Russell Smith

Replies: 6 comments

This guy is really great! So Honest and Real. We want more of him!!!!

Posted by Alison @ 04/04/2005 07:00 AM PST

I am in love!

Posted by David @ 04/04/2005 07:01 AM PST

I too struggled with unmanageable nostril hairs...aren't they the worst?
When is the next column?

Posted by Lucinda @ 04/04/2005 07:03 AM PST

I just made an appointment at the Nikel Mens Spa on 8th & 14th for the "works" If you
hear any screaming 6PM EST, it's just me.

Posted by GuyG @ 04/05/2005 01:28 PM PST
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Awesome, an accurate description of life in Los Angeles!

Russell, try the Panasonic brand of nose/ear hair trimmers.

Posted by Boot Lee Lee Farnsworth @ 04/06/2005 04:00 PM PST

Want to leave a comment?

Posted by Editor @ 01/15/2006 10:19 AM PST
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A brief survey of Molly Kiely's art and life
Erotica, Utopia and Judicial Proceedings
By Ginger Mayerson
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George Herriman's "Krazy Kat" is one of those works of artistry that is simultaneously
very simple and very difficult to explain.
Krazy and Ignatz 1933-1934: Necromancy by the Blue Bean Bush
By Kelly S. Taylor
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In the 1820s the Danish archaeologist Christian Jürgensen Thomsen divided human
prehistory into three stages, basing his division on the materials used to make
weapons and tools: the Stone Age, the Bronze Age, and the Iron Age.
The Coming of the Age of Iron
By John Emerson
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Of course you can be moral without a belief in God -- hell, you can be moral without a
belief in morals. What I like best about religion is the ritual -- we have gotten away from
understanding the importance of ritual on connecting us with the great mysteries. I
spent my 60th birthday sitting in a graveyard in an Indian village in Mexico, for midnight
to dawn, watching the Day of the Dead rituals. It was extremely moving, partly
because no one was telling me how to feel or what to think. This Christmas, for the first
time ever, we hung lights on our house -- not because we believe in Christmas, but
because we believe in lights.
An Interview with Jon Carroll
By Ginger Mayerson and Laurel Sutton
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Warcraft: The Sunwell Trilogy Vol 1. Dragon Hunt
by Richard A. Knaak & Jae-Hwan Kim
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

If you play World of Warcraft online, congratulations on logging
out long enough to read this review. If you have not played this
amazing game, it is a multiplayer online RPG set in a detailed
fantasy world, and I highly recommend it. Though it contains
many standard fantasy elements such as Elves, Dwarves, Trolls
and Orcs, it also has some interesting twists. For example,

though swords and sorcery are the standard means of combat, gunpowder also exists
in this world and primitive guns are fairly common. And the Orcs in Warcraft's world of
Azeroth originated on another planet: the world of Draenor. There they were a noble,
shamanistic people before being corrupted by a demon lord and brought to Azeroth.
The eight-page introduction to this manga explains this and many other details, and
provides an intriguing summary of the history and lore of Azeroth.

In the main story, though, a woman named Anveena discovers a wounded blue dragon
who can also assume a rather handsome human form. She quickly becomes
enamored of this dragon, Kalecgos -- even taking him home to meet her parents -- and
risks her own safety to assist him. He is pursued by a band of hunters who work for a
ruthless Elf named Dar'Khan. Dar'Khan wants the Sunwell, a lost source of Elven
magic, and believes that Kalecgos knows its location. The story becomes more than
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just a series of fights and chases when Anveena and Kalecgos are joined by a female
dragon who says she is Kalecgos' future mate, which creates a potential love triangle.

Warcraft fans will be delighted to see some familiar locations like the town of Tarren
Mill appear in the story, and the art stays faithful to the general look of the game. My
only complaint about the art is that it uses shading tones so much that after a while
Azeroth starts to feel very grey and dimly lit. And though the dialogue works, it suffers
from a lack of humor to balance out the serious plot. The World of Warcraft game
contains numerous jokes and sly pop-culture references, but none of that is evident
here. Still, for a first issue, this manga does a good job of setting the scene for what I
hope will turn into a great story. If you are a World of Warcraft fan with an interest in
the lore behind the game, this is a must-read.
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In Dream World, Vol. 1
by Jae-Ho Yoon
Published by TOKYOPOP

Review by Tom Good

In Dream World seems as if it based on a collectible card game,
but as far as I can tell, there is no such game. So it is based on a
hypothetical, or at least not-yet-released, collectible card game.
The characters travel through a world of dreams, doing battle
using magical cards that can unleash elemental energies or
transform their owners into powerful creatures. I must admit that
though I liked the second half of this manga, for the first half I was

completely confused about what was going on. I kept turning back a few pages to see if
I had misinterpreted something or accidentally skipped some vital explanation. And
often I had indeed misinterpreted the page.

This manga demands some effort on the part of the reader, because many factors
make it initially confusing. It launches right into the action from the first page without
any background explanation. It is set in a dream world that is inherently somewhat odd,
and the story is told in a nonlinear way with many sudden shifts of perspective. And
most importantly, it uses an artistic technique that can easily lead the inattentive reader
astray. The artist very often shows one character while showing the dialogue of a
different character. In other words, many of the frames are "reaction shots." Since the
characters do not have very distinctive speech patterns, it can be difficult to figure out
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who is speaking, especially because many of the word balloons do not have any
directional indicator on them. Once I figured out that this was the source of my
confusion, it became much easier to read the rest of the story, and I enjoyed it a lot
more.

The main characters, Drake and Hanee, explore the In Dream World, having RPG-like
battles and learning the secrets of the In Dream Cards. Hanee carries a stuffed shark
with her everywhere and uses it as a body pillow, a funny image which appears full-
page at the start of chapter two. As the book's sexiest character, she gets to wear a
very revealing sailor style top and short shorts. This never claimed to be "In Modesty
World," but with school uniforms like that, it is puzzling how anyone ever graduates.
Her companion Drake is a bold hero who protects Hanee with his sword and his
collection of In Dream Cards.

As Hanee searches for a way back home, she meets a girl wearing rabbit ears (a
reference to Alice in Wonderland), who cannot remember her past. This Bunny Girl
joins Hanee and Drake on their journey. Then the group meets Rosemary, a girl who
carries a feisty animate doll named Elizabeth. Unlike Hanee, Rosemary does not want
to return home. She prefers In Dream World, because she sees the world she came
from as full of lying adults who want to exploit her. Though this book was not the
easiest to read at first, by the end I had come to like the characters and artwork, and
now I am looking forward to part two.
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Ranma 1/2 Season Seven
by Rumiko Takahashi
VIZ Video 2003

Review by K.S. Taylor

There is simply no American equivalent to Rumiko Takahashi's
Ranma 1/2 series. Well, maybe… Can you remember the old
"Archie" cartoons? Okay, now imagine that instead of just being a
high school student, Archie was also a phenomenal martial artist
who fell into a magical pool while on a training exercise and now
is cursed to transform into a woman when he's hit with cold water
and that his and Betty's fathers agreed that they should be
married before they were born and now Archie's father is insisting

that Archie and Betty become engaged because he and Archie are broke and need a
place to stay and that Reggie has fallen in love with Archie when he's in his girl form
and that Veronica is also a skilled martial artist who is also cursed and turns into a cat
and Jughead turns into a pig and Moose turns into a duck… Okay, so in other words,
Ranma 1/2 is pretty much nothing like "Archie." The similarities drop off sharply after
taking into account the fact that both series are about high school students who have
zany comic adventures. As you may already be able to tell, Takahashi has taken
"zany" to levels that are light years away from the standard "We have to spend the
night in the haunted mansion so we can inherit from my eccentric uncle" plots of
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American teen-comedy.

Ranma 1/2 started out as a print comic in 1987, appearing in Shonen Sunday. It was
the follow-up to Takahashi's popular Urusei Yatsura series. At that time, Dragonball Z
and its hundreds of clones dominated this market. Ranma 1/2 is at heart a parody of
the martial arts adventure genre. Episodes in this DVD collection alone feature arcane
specialties demonstrated by ultimate masters from the schools of Martial Arts Eating,
Martial Arts Tea Ceremony, and Martial Arts Cheerleading (although since I live in
Texas, cheerleading as a martial art seems perfectly normal to me...) Ranma and his
father are proud representatives of the Anything-Goes School of Martial Arts whose
techniques encompass a very, very broad range of strategies for coming out on top in a
match. The Anything-Goes School of Martial Arts even has special techniques for
necessary skills such as tricking your enemy, running away, or giving up.

Beyond the martial arts genre parody, Ranma 1/2 is also a social comedy. You don't
have to be an expert on Japan to know that much of traditional Japanese culture is
centered around avoiding situations that might embarrass whatever group one is part
of. In a society where an individual could be obligated to kill himself or herself for
humiliating their peers, this is a very serious and important consideration. Ranma 1/2 is
full of characters who do all they can to break this basic social contract.

Like I alluded to in the first paragraph, Ranma Saotome and his father Genma, broke
and out of luck, descend on the Tendo family. Genma and Soun, the head of the
Tendo household had been martial arts students together. Not only do the Saotomes
impose on the Tendo's hospitality, Genma reminds Soun that the two of them had long
ago made a pact that if they each had children, those children should marry so as to
solidify mastery of the Anything Goes School of Martial Arts into one family.
Fortuitously, Tendo has three daughters and Saotome has a son. A bit awkward for the
Tendo girls, though, right? To have some guy show up at your door and suddenly find
out he's your fiancé? That would be enough plot material for the entire run of an
American situation comedy, but not for Rumiko Takahashi. To take the situation to a
much higher plane of social discomfort, the Saotomes were in an unfortunate accident
with unusual consequences. While on a training mission to China, they visited
Jusenkyo, a valley filled with pools that each carry a curse. If one falls into one of these
cursed pools, one transforms into the shape of the animal or person who drowned
there. Because the Saotomes are both rather arrogant and careless, they don't read
the signs warning them this will happen. The end result is that Ranma Saotome, the
surprise fiancé of one of the Tendo sisters, is a teen-aged boy who when hit with water
transforms into a petite, voluptuous girl.... Would make some interesting family
reunions, right?

Again, we've already got enough plot for an entire series... that would probably be way
too racy to run on American television. (Even HBO has shied away from comedies
about gender-swapping teenagers thus far. Of course, if it was a reality show, it would
be running on the WB right now.) But like the ginsu knife, Ranma 1/2 keeps on going.
This is only the first episode. From here, things start to get crazy. In almost every
episode, Takahashi adds new characters with bizarre problems who make the Tendo
and Saotome families' lives together more and more difficult.

The thing that makes Ranma 1/2 my all-time favorite anime series is that despite the
incredibly high level of sheer zany-ness of the situations, Takahashi's writing still keeps
me caring about the characters. Most anime comedies I watch the same way I would

http://www.emerchandise.com/browse/RANMA1_2/a:V1115
http://www.emerchandise.com/browse/RANMA1_2/a:V1115
http://www.emerchandise.com/browse/RANMA1_2/a:V1115
http://www.emerchandise.com/browse/RANMA1_2/a:V1115
http://www.emerchandise.com/browse/RANMA1_2/a:V1115
http://www.emerchandise.com/browse/RANMA1_2/a:V1115


Archived Entry - 03/27/2005: "Anime review: Ranma 1/2, Season Seven"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000307.htm[4/27/2019 3:27:21 PM]

watch a train wreck on Mars, thinking "I can't believe I'm actually seeing this. I can't
understand what is happening. And yet I can't quit watching." I watch Ranma 1/2 with a
foolish hope in the back of my head that somehow someday things will work out for
these crazy little people who are trying so hard in the face of very uncooperative
circumstance to have a normal life. (Then again, I was the sort of kid who kept
watching the adventures of Gilligan and his friends thinking that this week they'd surely
manage to get off that damned island.)

Takahashi has created for Ranma 1/2 a whole slew of her trademark romances that --
despite coming excruciatingly close -- never quite work out. Would-be lovers are star-
crossed not only by fate but also by their own personality flaws which prompt them to
say and do exactly the wrong thing at just the perfect moment. Chief among these ill-
fated relationships is the one between Ranma and Akane, the youngest of the Tendo
girls. Her sisters elected her to be Ranma's fiancée over her strident objections. When
she protests that she doesn't want to be engaged to a weirdo who turns into a girl, her
sisters say, "Well, that's okay. You don't like boys, anyway." Akane, unlike the ideal
demure Japanese heroine is assertive, independent, and loud. She's an excellent all-
around athlete and is a serious student of the martial arts. In classic comedic style, she
and Ranma instantly hate each other but grow very fond of each other as the series
progresses. Of course, both are too proud to admit to their growing attraction after
having loudly proclaimed their hatred of the other on their first meeting and many
occasions afterwards. Usually moments of tender understanding on the part of one of
the pair tend to coincide with moments of frustrated outrage on the part of the other.
"Ranma no baka!" (Ramna's stupidity!) is Akane's signature cry. This collection
contains some classic Ranma/Akane moments, including one episode where
circumstances force Ranma to publicly say "I love you!" to Akane and another hilarious
one where they run around holding hands and calling each other "Honey" and "Baby"
for half the episode.

An example of how Takahashi chooses to complicate this already complicated
relationship is the addition of the character of Ryoga to the mix. Ryoga is in many
ways Ranma's mirror image. He is also a phenomenally talented (though directionally
impaired) teen-aged martial artist who fell into one of Jusenkyo's cursed pools (Ryoga
turns into a cute little black pig.) His life is centered around his quest to revenge
himself on Ranma for offences so heinous neither of them would speak of them at first.
(It turns out that it's because Ramna used to break in line in front of Ryoga in the
cafeteria in primary school… Oh, don't pretend like you don't have lifelong feuds with
people for the same reason.) Despite his supernatural strength and power, poor Ryoga
always ends up coming in second place to Ranma. In this DVD collection, there is one
multi-part episode in which Ryoga gains the upper hand for a while by mastering a
technique where he gains power from being miserable. Poor Ryoga! Unlike Ranma, he
almost instantly falls madly in love with Akane, who thinks of him only as a friend and is
unaware that the cute little pet back pig she loves to cuddle and take to bed with her is
actually her embarrassed but enraptured would-be suitor. A lot of episodes get
mileage from contrasting Ramna's difficulty in committing to Akane with Ryoga's
desperate desire to do so. There are several good Ryoga episodes in this collection. In
one he gets close enough to replacing Ranma as Akane's fiancé to start debating with
himself about what pet names they will call each other after they are married. (If you
can't tell, Ryoga is my favorite character. I'm just a sucker for the underdog… or under-
pig in this case.)
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Season 7 was the final season of Ranma 1/2. Like every other hard-core Ranma 1/2
fan, I believe that the first season of the anime series was the artistic apex of the entire
run. The storylines stuck closely to the already excellent manga. The comic timing was
flawless. The art was attractive and creative. To top it all, season one has the cutest,
peppy-est theme song ever danced to by an animated panda or pig. So of course, it
was a complete ratings failure. Ranma 1/2 was briefly taken off the air for retooling
between the first and second season. With all the puzzling cultural differences that
show up when watching or discussing anime, it may be reassuring to know that
"retooling" means "to make crappier" in both English and Japanese. The second
season abandoned character development in favor of crazy martial arts action. The
quality of the artwork suddenly dropped to American Saturday morning levels and the
pace of the show was ratcheted up to stupid. And of course in the logical way that
television works all over the world, the series suddenly became a huge hit. Ranma 1/2
spent the rest of its run trying to recover from the second season, in my opinion.
Season 7, like seasons 3-6, is a mixed bag. There are a few crappy second season
style episodes scattered on these disks. However, there are some really good story
arcs in this collection. Old friends and enemies make appearances. All of the regular
cast members get a turn in the spotlight. We even finally get to meet Ranma's mom.
Season 7 is a definitely a big, yummy, Chinese dumpling of a treat for the true Ranma
1/2 fen. I am still smacking my lips in delighted satisfaction.

However, as usual, I must register a complaint about paucity of extras on this collection
of DVDs. You can choose to listen in either English or Japanese with or without
subtitles. There is even a short documentary about the cast of the English version
celebrating the completion of their final episode… which might be much more
interesting if I didn't always listen to the show in Japanese. But that's it as far as extras
go. Ranma 1/2 is a series that really calls for footnoting. The series constantly features
everyday Japanese customs that are completely alien to the U.S. audience. Plots and
characters depend on knowledge of unfamiliar Asian folktales and celebrations. Even
characters' names frequently have double meanings. Shampoo's name, for instance, is
a pun in three different languages. VIZ could at least include the same story synopses
and short character background descriptions they put in the front of the Ranma 1/2
manga they publish.

Overall, though, if I had to summarize my evaluation of this DVD collection… Let me
put it this way -- if I were an anime character, my eyes would be big hearts and there
would be little black cupid pigs of joy floating around my head... which would cause talk
down at the Dollar General, I'm sure. Ranma 1/2 is masterpiece of anime comedy.
Takahashi's series manages to walk the fine line of being simultaneously outrageous
and charming. Season 7 is a fitting finale to this great series. Ranma 1/2 is like nothing
you'll ever see in the U.S.... unless we have a very special season of "The Simpsons"
where Bart and Homer travel to China and then move in with the cast of "The O.C."
with regular guest shots from the cast of "Sabrina, the Teen-Aged Witch" .. Hey,
maybe I could be a T.V. executive after all...
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Inu Yasha -- First Season Box Set
Based on the Original Comix of Rumiko Takahashi
Licensed and Published by: VIZ, LLC
www.viz.com
For the hardcore Inu Fan who can't sleep for the excitement of it
all; http://www.inuyashaworld.com/

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Inu Yasha takes pieces of Japanese folklore, clever anime
practices, and skillfully uses humor and intrigue to set the
standard in anime writing, art and tradition. InuYasha is the
standard by which all others strive. Rumiko Takahashi has a
talented and successful history in Japan with titles including

Ranma 1/2, Urusei Yatsura, and the Inu-Yasha television series. A veteran and a
talent who's work is impressively gathered inside this box set.

The first season box series of twenty-seven episodes is presented in classical anime
artwork. The packaging itself makes a very small footprint on the shelf. One of the past
frustrations for buyers were the size of the box sets. Thankfully the Inu set presents
with economy, but traditional anime beauty. It's a set any Inu fan will be proud to own.

The first episode of 27 begins with our lead Kagome Higurashi, 15 years old and near
the age of adulthood, falls down a dry well. Kagome is transported into the feudal past,
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approximately 50 years after her ancestor Kikyo imprisoned the half-human/half-
demon, Inu Yasha. Kogome becomes the reincarnation of Kikyo, possessing a magic
jewel that greatly increases the power of all demons. Kagome-Kikyo restrains Inu
Yasha with the help of Kaede, in the process the jewel is shattered. Kagome and Inu
Yasha must then ally to find all the fragments.

The beauty of a boxed set is the ability to marathon a weekend through the whole
season. I imagine many fans have already done this, and many more are planning the
same.

Make time on your calendar before opening this box. You won't be able to watch one
episode and walk away that easily. Each episode expertly ends where the viewer
would prefer not, thus demanding continued attention. Not a bad place to be if you
planned well and haven't forgotten snacks and a drink within reach.

Inu Yasha is my personal favorite because Japanese folklore runs strongly throughout.
Traditional lore is kept whole and not dissected for expedient's sake. Japan's history
offers such grand stories, it always breaks my heart to see their threads cut short just
to make a comic or cartoon move faster.

Excellent anime is a tradition itself, and again Ina Yasha holds true to the medium and
art never becoming expected or dull but offering a crisp new vision to a craft already
proven.
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The Incal
Story and Art by:Jodorowsky and Moebius
Published by: Humanoids/DC Comics
Visit: http://www.dccomics.com and http://www.humanoids-
publishing.com

Review by Kathy LaFollett

This review contains plot and character information that might be
considered spoilers. Please continue at your own risk.

If you were to take "A Clockwork Orange", add "MadMax", stir in
a pinch of "Star Wars" (the original three, not the tripe of this

decade), and finally baste the whole with a creamy layer of "Hitchhiker's Guide to the
Galaxy", serve that up with a side of "The Fifth Element" and you've just made The
Incal in your own kitchen.

Stanely Kubrik must have loved this story with characters like; Technopope,
Metabaron, and The Supreme Highness. Everything in Technocity is SO techno-
techno. Or should I say ultra-violent, or better; ultra-ultra-violent.

The storyline, although entertaining, is a bit tired. John DiFool, class R detective,
seems quite happy having homeo-whore sex, drinking too much, smoking whatever is
available, and stepping into situations where he's getting beat-up by someone who he
torqued off in the past. Everyone loves a seasoned detective with no self-respect.
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Place DiFool in a galaxy far far away, then you can bring in a corrupt future
government offering robots, and technology as a god. You'll also avail yourself of aliens
and beings that don't need explanation outside of the word mutant. Saves time.

The Incal offers good and evil weighted but dependant on each other in the form of two
sisters. They each have or want back an Incal, one light, one dark. Again, a ying/yang
thing.

And herein lies the crux of all to come: DiFool falls onto the white Incal. Go figure.
DiFool has a bird as a pet who offers a bit of humor and side jokes. Much like the
detective show, "Barretta" back in the 70's.

The story itself gives us many unexpected avenues to walk. I get the feeling
Jodorowsky was making this up as he went along, which gives the unexpected. DiFool
proves the only genetic possibility to the sister of the dark Incal to whit, he impregnates
her for the birth of a child to save the world. He doesn't remember that part though.

So, let's see, we have an immaculate conception for a child to save the world (and later
becomes the biological computer brain of a space ship), two crystals of equal but
opposite power that must be joined again, corrupt galaxy-wide government with a
"Prezident" who after a cloning event SURE dresses, walks, and talks gay,
hunchbacks, killer nanobots, arctic weather spots, an ultra-violent Metabaron of
greatest purported warrior status, a Technopope and a gritty detective.

Boil it down here's the moral of the story; Life isn't fair, good without evil is nothing and
vice versa, technology kills in the wrong hands, nobody likes an arrogant detective,
absolute power corrupts absolutely, and repeated cloning makes you gay. ((okay, I
made that last part up myself)).

But honestly, I can find that out any day of the week by turning on CNN.

What keeps you interested in this meandering tale is Moebius' art. His art is not a
crutch, but rather the very cornerstone, weight-bearing wall, and spinal cord to The
Incal. He makes the ridiculous sublime. You can watch the cloning of the Prezident and
buy it. A child becomes the talking Operating System of a ship? No problem. Acid
lakes and acid whirlpools that don't splash acid on kayakers? I can buy it, now.
Techno-techno is SO true. "The Black Egg" that eats Suns and turns a galaxy into a
large piece of poop? Sure, Moebius proved it out. Psychorats that feed off mind-waves
of fear and rage. Moebius makes them believable.

Moebius is Jodorowsky's "get out of jail free" card.

The Incal was originally published in France in 1988.
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Goodbye Chunky Rice
By Craig Thompson
Published by: Top Shelf Productions
Visit Top Shelf's Site: www.topshelfcomix.com

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Chunky Rice belongs on the book shelf next to The Cat in the
Hat.

What a sweet, kind, honest and thoroughly expressive trip through life.

Life's chaotic features, both fair and unfair, explainable and not, are given a moment to
show themselves. Life, death, friendship, hatred, jealousy, hate, love, patience, fear,
joy, loneliness, prejudice, aversion, justice, injustice are just a handful of what you'll find
with Chunky Rice.

Truly, this book hides it's own depth and honesty. An adult will have memories come
flashing back. A child will empathize and ask questions, a young child will simply
admire and love the little mouse and turtle.

An amazing, refreshing and utterly sweet classic. I bought a copy for my nephew. He's
6 months old.
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Chunky Rice is a turtle, who is best friends and loves, a little mouse. And now he must
go and journey the world. He has no real reason to leave his friend and current life, but
is called to travel and sail the sea.

Through his journey we meet characters and moments that open a door to life's many
facets.

The art is as sweet and expressive as every character and written conversation. This
book should be a classic fable.

What joy and privilege it is to own a copy.
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Star Trek
I.K.S. Gorkon -- Book 3
Enemy Territory
By: Keith R.A. DeCandido
Published by: Pocket Books (a Division of Simon & Schuster,
Inc.)
Visit: http://www.simonsays.com/st

*available as a downloadable eBook!

Review by Kathy LaFollett

The Elabrej Hegemony, a race that believes there is no other life
in the universe apart from their own.

The Klingon Empire, a race that knows better.

Mr. DeCandido brings Captain Klag to the forefront (my personal first meeting with the
Captain) as this book's leading man, or should I say, Klingon.

While exploring the uncharted Kavrot Sector the crew of the IKS Gorkon learn that
their brother ship, the IKS Krovokh, was fired on by an alien vessel and subsequently
destroyed. Setting course to investigate the new people, the Kravokh disappears, but a
massive alien fleet is gathering at their last known location.
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Captain Klag must find out what has happened to the Kravokh, and who this new and
obviously foolish foe is.

Secret agents of governmental Elabrej oligarchs and Klingon Imperial Intelligence
deepen the conflict and complicate matters within each empire's motives and actions.

And of course, Klag may have a mutiny on his hands. What Star Trek Captain doesn't
have a mutiny on his hands?

Enemy Territory presented a very enlightening view through the eyes of the Klingon
Empire rather than the Federation. The Hegemony present an excellent nemesis and
counter example to the Klingon Empire. I found myself thinking, "They have NO idea
who they are messing with" many times.

A Klingon perspective brought a lot of clarification of the empire, and the Klingon way
of life and travel. After reading Enemy Territory I feel I've learned so much about the
Empire, that I look forward to future ST reads including a Klingon or two.

Enemy Territory presents a believable and exciting view into a clueless society who
just bit off more than they could chew with the attack on the Klingon Ship.

It is entertaining at times to read the reaction of the hegemony to their new realization
to aliens such as the Klingons. Not only are their religious beliefs shattered, but The
Elabrej find the Klingon's too hideous for comprehension. They are stunned at their
appearance. Which is saying alot considering the Elabrej have 6 arms they use to roll
around rather than walk, no head, and their "face" (I use the term lightly) is in the
middle of a mass that connects all 6 arms.

The real treat of Enemy Territory lies in the perspectives between these two races and
the familiar tone taken with the Klingon as lead hero. Klag proves to be a great warrior
and character.

Enemy Territory provides humor, knowledge, history, and challenges to assumed moral
absolutes. A great book indeed.
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The Shadow of The Lion
by Mercedes Lackey, Eric Flint and Dave Freer
Published by Baen Books, 2002

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

This review contains plot and character information that might be
considered spoilers; proceed at your own risk.

This hefty paperback (913 pages!) is the work of three well
known sci-fi/fantasy authors, Mercedes Lackey of the Heralds of
Valdemar series, Eric Flint of the Joe's World Series, and Dave
Freer, author of "Wizard of Karres". I must say it's not bad for a

book that was written by committee. In it, we go back in time to the days of the Holy
Roman Empire, from April 1537 to September 1538, in the city of Venice, where a
magical conspiracy is afoot.

The old expression "Too many cooks spoil the broth" definitely doesn't apply here.
Each of the aforementioned authors adds their own particular seasoning to the recipe
for this story. They have formed a cohesive unit to tell a convincing story, set in the
Renaissance Period when the Church and the State were practically one and the
same. There seems to be something for everyone within the covers of this book; for
lovers of historic fiction, famous people who actually lived during this time period,
interacting with the fictional characters in a believable way. For lovers of romance,
plenty of handsome heroes and beautiful heroines, as well as villains and villainesses;
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this leads to innocent love, "pure and chaste from afar", as well as steamy sex for
pleasure and profit. Love of God and love of power are also represented, in the form of
white and black magic. This leads us to fantasy in the form of a horrific monster
imprisoned in an ancient casket, disguised as a holy relic by a false nun and the fallen
priest she has seduced. There are also undines (water nymphs) swimming in the
Venice canals, as well as various spirits, benevolent and malevolent, controlled by the
mages, or practitioners of magic. As a costume drama it would be a ratings
blockbuster, if a producer could be found who is more interested in originality than
formula.

Now pay attention, because this book has an extensive cast of characters. Enough for
a TV mini series, if enough high caliber actors could be found. Experience in costume
dramas would be a must, which means the ability to ride a horse, use a sword, recite
magic spells in Latin, row a gondola, and speak in Italian. (WARNING: Though written
in English, this book contains quite a few Italian words and phrases, including a
common obscenity that is easily understood if you are Latino. It also contains a few
explicit, but not graphic sex scenes, so avoid it if you're easily offended.) Anyway, here
are the main characters, in order of appearance:

Charles Fredrik Hohenstauffen, the Holy Roman Emperor (I see him played by
Anthony Quinn), hires Erik Hakkonsen (easily played by Robert Duncan McNeil) of
Clann Harald in Iceland, a young warrior whose people are bound to him by an
ancestral oath, to be bodyguard and mentor to his nephew and heir Prince Manfred, a
handsome young slacker who's strong as an ox and just as smart. He grows up and
smartens up fast under Eric's tutorage.

Father Eneko Lopez, a Basque cleric and magician skilled in white magic (I picture
Edward James Olmos in this role), and his assistants Father Diego and Father Pierre.
All three are working undercover for the Holy Father in Rome to determine whether
Chernobog, an ancient Slavic demon, is behind a series of magical murders in Venice.
They suspect that Jagiellon (a role made for Ron Perlman), the Grand Duke of
Lithuania and Poland, has been possessed by this demon. They are right; the first time
we meet him, he's frying up a batch of flayed human skin with blood sauce (the
remains of his last shaman) as a snack for himself and his new shaman, a subtle
warning to the new guy about what to expect if he screws up.

Meanwhile, Enrico Dell'Este (what a pity Mark Lenard is no longer alive to take this
role!), Duke of Ferrara, also known as the Old Fox, is trying to locate his two
grandsons, 16-year-old Marco and 14-year-old Benito, who have been missing since
their mother, the duke's promiscuous daughter Lorendana Valdosta, was murdered last
year. Most of the action in this novel revolves around Marco and Benito, since their
mother was an agent for House Dell'Este who was murdered by an agent from a rival
Case Vecchie (Italian for "noble house"). After her murder, both her sons go into
hiding. Young Marco spends a miserable year in the Jessalo Swamps just outside of
the city, where he is taken in by the mad old sorcerer, Chiano, and his partner Sophia,
an old herb woman; they teach him about medicinal herbs, as well as how to survive in
the swamp. Meanwhile Benito becomes a canal brat and learns the arts of roof
climbing, pocket picking, delivering messages and mysterious packages whose
contents are better left unknown to shady characters, and squatting in abandoned
buildings to survive in Venice.

When the two brothers are finally reunited, they decide to appeal to one of their late
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mother's acquaintances, Caesare Aldanto, a handsome blond Milanese mercenary (I
see him played by Denis Leary) and former agent for House Montagnard. Unknown to
them, Caesare is also responsible for their mother's death. He didn't actually kill her; he
was in bed with her at the time and covered her mouth so she couldn't scream loud
enough to wake the boys when the assassin Montagnard had hired crept in to cut her
throat. Having survived an assassination attempt by his former employers, Caesare is
now at liberty and willing to do anything to earn a dishonest lira. He's also tickled to
death at the thought of Lorendana's boys coming to him for protection, since he needs
innocent dupes to help him in his nefarious schemes. Just like Maria Garavelli (whom I
see played by Nicole DeBoer), a small, dark, and feisty canal girl who makes a living
as a gondolier. She rescued Caesare a year ago, after his former associates hit him
over the head and threw him off a bridge into the canal, but he wound up falling into
Maria's gondola. She nursed him back to health and they became lovers, but he's only
using her to amuse himself while hiding out from his enemies. He lives with Maria but
has two other mistresses, both Case Vecchie; one is Alessandra Montescue, the
treacherous sister-in-law of young Katerina Montescue (Kate Bosworth would be
wonderful in this role), known as Kat, who also works as a gondolier, smuggling illegal
merchandise and magical artifacts after dark to support her impoverished noble house;
the other is Angela Dorma, the young lady whom Marco falls in love with and is
eventually forced to marry after she becomes pregnant by Caesare.

Confused yet? That's understandable; the whole novel is a soap opera between two
covers, with enough sex, magic, mystery, action and romance to satisfy anybody who
loves historic fiction. All of the aforementioned characters end up interacting with each
other in some form, with plenty of coincidences and mistaken identities, as well as
revelations of true identities, like when old Chiano recovers from his amnesia and
remembers that he was once a powerful strega, a pagan priest, who lost his memory
after surviving an occult attack by the same evildoers who are keeping the monster in
a box and using it to kill their enemies, Christian and Pagan alike, in Venice. The
monster is set loose at intervals in the canals of Venice, to swim up to the water door
or the nearest dock of its victim's dwelling so it can rip them to pieces, devouring their
souls as well as their bodies. The only thing worse than reading about how the victims
were devoured was reading about how the monster itself, after a failed mission, was
partially devoured by Jagiellon, who had imprisoned it in that casket in the first place. It
was able to heal and regrow its missing limbs over a period of time, during which more
magical mischief is perpetuated by the evildoers who control it, including a false charge
of witchcraft against Kat and a murder attempt on Eric.

Over all these characters lies the shadow of the lion, which refers to the great statue of
the winged lion of Saint Mark, which can be seen in the Piazza San Marco in Venice.
Legend says that the winged lion can be brought to life to defend the city of Venice in
her hour of need, but only by a great mage descended from one of the four Case
Vecchie; Terrio, Montescue, Lacosto, and Valdosta. When Venice's hour of need
comes upon her, in the form of an invasion from the smaller duchies and principalities
outside her borders, one of our two young heroes from Casa Valdosta becomes that
mage; you'll have to read the book to find out which one.

This is definitely a good book to take on a long airline flight; it starts out slow, but then
it pulls you in and doesn't let you go. A brief background investigation with my search
engine revealed the fact that these three authors have worked together before on
various novels, one of which, "This Rough Magic", is due to be released this summer.
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Could it be a sequel to "The Shadow of The Lion"? I certainly hope so! I, for one, would
like to find out what happened to one of the villains who fell into Jagiellon's hands while
fleeing from Venice at the story's end.
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Dr. Slump, Vol. 1
by Akira Toriyama
Published by: VIZ

Review by Tom Good

Before creating the hit series Dragon Ball, Akira Toriyama
became well known for the manga called Dr. Slump. This story
takes place in Penguin Village, a location also featured in Dragon
Ball. The doctor, whose real name is Dr. Noriyaki Senbei (a pun
on the name of a type of rice cracker), begins the story by
inventing a robot girl called Arale. She has superhuman strength,
but despite being a robot she has to wear glasses, because Dr.
Slump did not do a very good job with her eyes. Arale is

convincing enough that the rest of Penguin Village thinks she is a real girl, but her
inexperience with the human world, combined with Dr. Slump's wacky inventions, lead
the pair into a variety of slapstick adventures.

The doctor always looks a bit disheveled, but most other characters are drawn with an
intensely cute, playful style and childlike appearance. Though I suppose some readers
looking for a more serious "adult" manga might be put off by the cuteness, from the
moment I opened this book I loved the artwork, and found that it often made me smile.
The drawing style, as well as the themes of robots and fanciful inventions, reminded
me of the classic manga Doraemon.
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Though the artistic style may suggest that Dr. Slump is aimed at young children,
actually the content is more adult-oriented than one might expect. For example, one
episode revolves around the fact that Dr. Slump did not make Arale fully anatomically
correct, due to his lack of any experience concerning the parts in question. To gather
more data, he invents a set of high-tech goggles that can see through clothing.
Obviously there is a lewd slant to some of the humor, but it is accomplished through
innuendo rather than anything very graphic.

Some of Dr. Slump's other inventions include a robot dog, a cyborg bear, a time
machine, a camera that can take pictures of the future, and a "Big-Small Ray Gun" that
can shrink and expand the things it shoots. Of course, his creations never quite work as
expected, and often wind up causing more trouble. In a way, Dr. Slump is like a
smarter Homer Simpson, and Arale is sort of like a robotic Bart/Lisa. And like The
Simpsons, Dr. Slump is full of funny pop-culture references -- when a man offers to
buy Arale anything she wants, she asks for Gamera. Dr. Slump is a fun, lighthearted
manga with very amusing art, and I would recommend it if you are in the mood for a
story that does not take itself too seriously.
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Ménage à Trois, Number 6
By Roger Wormburper
Publisher: Eros Comix

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Someday, in the future... if we live... some clever curator will
collect all the lefty comics in one show, and thus show all the
world how well we fought... and lost anyway.

Among the many, there will be TEX!, there will be The Bush
Junta, and there will be "Ménage à Trois, Number 6," subtitled "Trapdoor Spiderwoman
for President," an adult comic from Eros.

Well, the good Lord, or deity of your choice, knows we tried. I think we just didn't know
the depth of what the Left and all us free-thinking, peace-loving, live and let live types
were and are up against. I have never been afraid of my government until now. I have
never felt as much hatred directed my beliefs and desires until now. I have never felt
that things can only get worse for my country until now. I have never stopped believing
that we can all live in the same country until now. I have never felt this angry at
Republicans until now.

2004 was a sucker vote, a fear vote, a vote against gay
marriage, peace on earth, reproductive rights, freedom of
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expression, progress, true compassion, and economic
justice. Bush voters voted the hate ticket, which is not in
their best interests. On my good day, I think they didn't
realize what they were doing. On my bad days, which are
many, I think they did realize they were voting against
themselves, but that's okay as long as they could believe
the gays, uppity women, and black and brown people
would be worse off, too. And their vote against

compassion is really paying off in spades: I no longer care what happens to Bush
voters; this is still sort of a democracy, this is the kind of dog-eat-dog country they
voted for, let them try to live in it.

I suppose future generations... if there are any... at the museum show I envision, and
looking at the collection of protest comics, and know how hard Mike Wellman, Carol
Swain, Brad Rader, Carol Lay, Mack White, and even good old Roger Wormburper,
author/artist of "Ménage à Trois, Number 6," to name only a very few of the hard-
working cartoonist polemicists fighting the good fight with everything they had, who
tried to get the word out on what bastards the hard Right was and continues to be. And
they did get the word out; the other side just couldn't be swayed into sanity. It's not that
the Rightwingnuts didn't know; it's that they didn't care. Somehow denying gays
marriage is more important than keeping BSE out of the food supply; invading Iraq is
more important than 44 million citizens without health insurance; government power is
more important than government accountability and competence, and remember, folks,
it only took four years, one, maybe two, stolen elections, and the Bush administration
allowing the WTC terrorist act to occur either through incompetence or cynicism for the
United States to get this close to a dictatorship. The scary and infuriating part is that
the alarm was sounded and is being sounded everywhere, including Eros comix, but
the powers that be have such a stranglehold on the government, formerly our
government, has no incentive not to grind us all under their heel. The bankruptcy
reform bill that just became law will do more damage to our economy than anything I
can ever remember and, as Warren Buffett (who makes more sense than not) said
recently, it will create a sharecropper society. No, I'm not 100 percent sure what that is,
but I do know it's not good for most of us. Especially those of us with incomes under
one million USD per year, which is MOST of US.

And yet, in all my outrage, "Ménage à Trois, Number 6"
cheered me up a little. Yes, we lost, but we, all of us
except the DNC and the Kerry campaign, put up a helluva
fight.

"Ménage à Trois, Number 6" is chock full of quotes from
the likes of Walter Cronkite, Barbara Tuchman,
Nostradamus, and Al Franken. I've never seen such
informative dialogue over so much sex, well, anywhere.
One of the main arguments against the extreme Right
agenda is laid, if you'll pardon the expression, out very
clearly: the pursuit of happiness can be many things, and
as long it's all between consenting adults, it is no one's
business but their own. It is especially not the



Archived Entry - 03/17/2005: "Adult Comic review: Ménage à Trois, Number 6"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000300.htm[4/27/2019 3:27:45 PM]

government's or the court's business. Wormburper also
goes to bat for freedom of speech and gets the Dixie
Chicks naked with Michael Moore (who is not naked, so it IS sexy), and constitutes a
very amusing take down of Toby Keith. The bad guys don't get any in this comic, or if
they do, they don't get to enjoy it. GW, Laura and Barbara Bush all get trashed, along
with Dick Cheney, who gets his comeuppance from a certain blonde Senator from New
York. "Ménage à Trois, Number 6" is sexy lefty didactic laugh riot cross between a
protest song and a blue movie. Too bad it's a relic of defeat, instead of a novelty of
resistance. Adult comics should never have a tragic air to them, but this is merely a
manifestation of the way we live now.

So, at this future museum show of pro-democracy comic books and graphic novels,
"Ménage à Trois, Number 6" would certainly be there. I can only hope this show will
take place in an enlightened future where we still have the freedoms we have now,
including the freedom to read as many naughty comics as we can stand, and not in a
future where such a show would be labeled "Degenerate Art."

And if our and democracy's best and brightest hope is Howard Dean (whom I sorry I
didn't support, switching to Kerry after Clark dropped out), then Dr. Dean, I just want
you to know that Wormburper and Mayerson are right behind you. Don't freak out.
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Ex Machina: The First Hundred Days
by Brian K. Vaughan, Tony Harris, Tom Feister
Published by Wildstorm/DC Comics

Review by Tom Good

Mitchell Hundred is an ex-superhero who gave up his costume to
go into politics. Now the unmasked Mayor of New York City, he
has to deal with an assassination attempt, a series of bombings,
and even a controversial art installation involving Abraham
Lincoln. The Mayor's superpower allows him to "talk" to machines
and give them orders, so he has no fear of guns, because he can
tell them to jam. But one adversary neatly bypasses Hundred's

power by hitting him on the head with a club.

Hundred acquired his powers through the aftereffects of an explosion, one caused by a
terrorist bomb. And speaking of terrorism, it seems that enough time has passed since
9/11 that comics can include that day as a piece of history, without having to try to
explain it, or directly address the emotional fallout of those events. Without spoiling the
plot, all I can say is that in Ex Machina's world the events of 9/11 unfolded in a slightly
different way.

Ex Machina is a superhero comic about the essential impracticality of being a
superhero. That aspect of it reminds me of Rising Stars. But where Rising Stars had a
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very large cast of characters, Ex Machina is definitely one man's story. And by making
Hundred a politician first and a superhero second, the book adds a new twist to the
typical Big Apple crime-fighter plot.

Some bonus pages at the end of the book show names and photographs of the real
people who "played" the characters in the comic. Though the comic was drawn by
hand, the art was based on reference photos of people acting out the scenes. The
bonus material shows how these photographs were turned into sketches, then inked
and colored. I liked this behind-the-scenes look at how the art was created.

If you enjoyed Rising Stars or Watchmen, you will probably like Ex Machina. It is off to
a good start, and I am interested to see where the story is going.
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Family Reunion
A mini comic based on part of the novel "Perfect Circle" by Sean
Stewart
Art by Steve Leiber

Review by Ginger Mayerson

It says on the back cover of the "Family Reunion"
mini/promotional comic:

"ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR
"Steve Leiber is a bum. A peanut-headed bum.
www.steveleiber.com"

I must look more closely at Mr. Leiber's head next time I see him. I don't recall it being
peanut-like in the least. He sure can draw, I'll tell you that much.

"Family Reunion" is a "San Diego Comic-Con Bootleg Edition based on the characters
from the novel 'Perfect Circle.'" (Note: The comic comes free with any order or you can
buy it for a buck.) Based on this comic, this novel looks worth reading. The comic and
the novel concern a nice, but unsuccessful guy named William Kennedy who is
pestered by his family's ghosts. Real ghosts, not all that stuff people scream at each
other at holidays. In this mini, he's pestered by his uncle (?) Travis, who is long dead in
Vietnam, but shows up at the family reunion picnic to read the newspaper and annoy
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William. At first William thinks Travis is annoyed at the current war news, but it turns
out that Travis, who was a college baseball star before he was drafted, just wanted him
to turn to the sports page for him. It has a happy ending with Travis reading the sports
page and William eating potato salad with his uproarious family. Well, I thought it was
happy.

(A version of this review originally appeared in the January 2005 issue of Sequential
Tart.)
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Vice
By Anson Jew
Self-published

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Anson Jew is a Noir wunderkind. He beautifully tells a weird and
vivid story in black and white, three rectangles to a page, and
twenty-three pages in the book and it just left me breathless.
Bravo!

(A version of this review originally appeared in the January 2005
issue of Sequential Tart.)
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Desire
Story by Maki Kazumi
Art by Yukine Honami
Publisher: Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Yet again why older women should read yaoi manga.

This review contains information that could be considered
spoilers. Please take this into consideration and continue at your
own risk.

I like the art in "Desire," but the sex bothers me. It's the old, "your lips say no but your
eyes say yes," or "your whole body, except your dick says no, but I'm only listening to
dicks now" or "quiet! you came, now I get to fuck you" deal that bothers me. In two sex
scenes, Toru repeatedly begs Ryoji to stop and is repeatedly ignored. Eventually Toru
just gives up and let's Ryoji do what he wants with his body. It's all very well drawn and
not offensive... until you think about it.

I've said this elsewhere, so I'll say it here: I think this kind of thing would confuse the
hell out of a young woman (ages 14 18 to, oh, 30), which is the market yaoi is aimed at.
I don't know what that says about our society or what the fall-out will be, if any. I also
don't know any women in that age group, so if you read this stuff and still know that no,
means no, please speak up. On the other hand, you might know that no, means no,
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but do the men in your lives respect that? I'm just asking because I was young once...
and it was not a picnic.

I dunno. I guess once you're over forty no, means no, your situation awareness is
really working, and rape (date or other) is not as much of an issue. So, I could enjoy
this manga without getting too into it. It is, as my colleague at Sequential Tart, Margaret
O'Connell, wrote in her essay on "Kizuna: Bonds of Love, Volume 1" that the yaoi
bodice ripper trope is very much like our romance novel and daytime TV bodice ripper
trope from the Sweet Savage Love era of 1970s. O'Connell's writing on this is top
drawer and I highly recommend her essay.

So, younger women, clue me in here: What is the attraction to forced gay unprotected
sex in yaoi? I mean, I guess we get a happy ending: the hero ends up with his, um,
with the guy he didn't want to have sex with and now does, and... um... WTF?

Okay, and here's one last thing that bothers me a little: At the end of my rather well-
thumbed copy of Desire, author Maki Kazumi, on the "Maki Kazumi Side," writes,
referring to the artwork: "There were some scenes that made my heart pound, for
example, take a look at the part where Toru is looking down showing his back after
sleeping with Ryoji for the first time. That was so sexy, wasn't it?"

Actually, no, not for me. I thought it was painful because Toru's humiliation in that
scene was palpable. But I've never understood the turn-on in humiliation, although I do
understand it's quite popular. Not that any of this interfered with my enjoyment of this
manga, but it does make me wonder what else the author considers sexy. There were
plenty of things in this manga I thought were sexy, without anyone being humiliated or
suffering.

One of the things I really enjoyed about this manga was how Ryoji comes around and
stops being such a jerk. I also enjoyed wishing Toru had given the other guy more of a
chance to make him happy, but I'm on the sentimental side, I guess.

Digital Manga Publishing puts out a superior product. The glossy color dustcovers,
strong bindings and nice clean reproductions make these books a joy to behold and
handle. Content aside for a moment, I'm impressed by the care and thought DMP has
put into these books and I hope their list flourishes. They have several lines of manga,
a series on how to draw and write manga, and an agreement with Dark Horse, so
they'll probably be just fine.

I'm giving "Desire" high marks because I, personally, liked it. I can read and enjoy
limited amounts of this stuff as melodrama and critique it as someone else's rather well
drawn fantasy. I just hope everyone sees it that way.

Oh, and by the way, the publisher now has the Girls Only Sanctuary. Fall by and give it
a look. Sadly, for me, when I see the word "Sancturay," I can't stop thinking about
Temple Drake. Weird, I know, but c'est moi.

(A version of this review originally appeared in the January 2005 issue of Sequential
Tart.)

EDIT: Hey there, yaoi lovers, don't miss the fabulous Lene Taylor's wonderful podcast
on Desire. It's an eye, sorry, ear-opener! She said great things about Only the Ring
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Finger Knows in her first podcast.

Replies: 10 comments

a lot of girls like yaoi. ive just turned 14 and me and my friend are obsessed (yes, we
are straight). i dont understand y guys wouldnt like it

Posted by Avarice @ 04/03/2005 11:16 AM PST

I like yaoi or at least I can accept it, and it's not all that bad. No this doesn't mean I'm
WEIRD. Besides most of it is just fiction, so I don't think it's that offensive.

Posted by Krystal @ 07/09/2005 06:50 PM PST

I LOVE Yaoi and Shonen-ai!! But because I'm only 15 I try to stick with the soft-core
more fluffy stuff (so cute!!-^^-) rather than the hardcore sex/erotica stuff Lol ~___^-

Posted by Destini @ 07/18/2005 03:00 AM PST

I'm 25 and I've recently been getting into Yaoi and Shonenai. In fact, I even made a
gay character for one of my role-playing games. (YOu know, like D&D?)

I understand the Japanese like Yaoi because women think it is so tragic that the love is
taboo.

I just think its hot, and I don't know why! There is just something about beautiful, naked
men, I suppose. And gay men are so wonderful and nonthreatening!(Er, to ME.)

Yeah, I would prefer it not be about rape. I am sure there is some that isn't about rape.
But it is kind of hot when one of the characters denies his desires for a while, ne?

Posted by Carolyn @ 08/08/2005 11:53 PM PST

As a demograhic rarity among yaoi readers (42 year old gay male), I love reading
romance comics where the main characters are gay youth. It's a representation of
queer sexuality that I wish I had had access to in my own teen years.

The non-con nature of the yaoi stories can probably be seen metaphorically as young
gay men breaking through their inhibitions. True, it's a bad example of how to love
someone but, like het romance stories, the tacititurn will eventually learn to say "I love
you" and the cold will turn warm.

And gay boys will walk into the sunset hand in hand.

Posted by Talktooloose @ 08/22/2005 01:57 PM PST

Yaoi is so beautiful and forbidden... especially when theres a wee bit if insest... man im
weird...

i have alot of male guy friends ad there ALWAYS stealing my yaoi... so its not only for
women although me being female is buying it... heh heh...

the thing im bothered by is that its hard to find and like to flick through the books before

http://ireadcomics.blogspot.com/2005/06/first-show-up.html
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i buy them *shrug*...

this book sounds really nice though... shape about the slight rape aspect...

Posted by leviathan @ 10/16/2005 09:50 AM PST

I'm an 18 year old girl just getting into yaoi. The main reason is it's one of the only
areas of manga where the focus is on the gorgeous bishonen I love! Still, there are lots
of other manga genres which are also great if you can't really enjoy yaoi.

Posted by Kat @ 11/17/2005 11:59 AM PST

I like to read yaoi and I'm only 13. I think that gay guys are sexy and at least they wont
harm me.

Posted by Lissa @ 12/09/2005 08:42 AM PST

after i read this yaoi book i became hooked to guy on guy action so thats why i draw it
now THank You yaoi ceartors!! X3

Posted by Tomoyo KInomoto @ 12/19/2005 04:36 PM PST

Want to leave a comment?

Posted by Editor @ 01/19/2006 03:34 AM PST
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The Mystery of Woolverine Woo-Bait
By Joe Coleman
Publisher: Fantagraphics
Visit Joe's Site: http://www.joecoleman.com

Review by Kathy LaFollett

"But there are not many men like myself who could successfully
synthesize the courageous dementia of maestro beings like Ed
Gein, Dean Corll, Dale Nelson, Peter Kurten, Albert Fish, Edward
Painsel. My mentors who conducted private research into their
own twisted subconscience...but uncontaminated by the

pompous limitations dictated by science, morality, reason and all external authority.
Men who let themselves be conducted by the rhythms of their instincts and sexual
appetites." (Page 7, The Mystery of Woolverine Woo-Bait)

So spoke Frank as he conversed with the decapitated head of Senator Muro (Muro's
floating in a large pickle jar at this point). Senator Muro needs Frank to put his head on
a new body. He wouldn't have needed this little plastic surgery had it not been for
Frank's brother. But that's a side issue.

Frank is Joe Coleman as far as I'm concerned. And Joe Coleman is the authority on
things lurid and twisted.

http://fantagraphics.com/
http://liheliso.org/
http://fantagraphics.com/
http://fantagraphics.com/
http://www.joecoleman.com/
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I have a faint memory of seeing Coleman's pen work as a teenager. I can't remember
where or why, but I was smitten with his inkings. Drooling spotches of purposeful intent
filling up every available square inch of the paper. His thoughts bleeding, blurring and
screaming across the pages. I could study the forehead of one of his characters for
hours, the inkings were so finite and demanding. I often wondered what madman could
pour that much time and effort into an 8 X 11 sheet of paper.

The same madman that can produce something called Woolverine Woo-Bait. That's
who.

Kudos to Fantagraphics for reprinting Woo-Bait and throwing Highay on the back end.
This print is a keeper, a talisman to what graphic books CAN be if you dare travel that
road.

Do yourself and Joe a favor. Read the last page first though. He was kind enough to
put a flashlight inside his head and explain his icons, tokens, talismans, and cameo
presented beings. You'll need these Cliff Notes.

Joe Coleman is Dr. Suess on acid. What a trip.
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"Hey Comics Fans,

"For the next ten days -- from Sunday March 6th thru Tues March 15th -- Top Shelf is
having its biggest web sale ever. When you visit the site, you'll find over 90 graphic
novels and comics on sale, with fifty titles marked down to just $3 (!), twenty titles
marked down to just 1 (!) and a slew of other key titles just slashed! All we ask is that
you hit a $30 minimum on sale and/or non-sale items (before shipping). It's a great
opportunity to load up on all those graphic novels you've wanted to try, but just never
got around to picking up. Get 'em while supplies last!

"http://www.topshelfcomix.com"

From today's email. Go Go Go!
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The Hand of Kahless
John M. Ford and Michael Jan Friedman
Publisher: Pocket Books

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

The Hand of Kahless is less than meets the eye. I was very
eager to review this book. Looking at the cover, I assumed that
John M. Ford, writer The Final Reflection, a book I consider to be
the best Star Trek novel ever published, had after twenty years
finally teamed up with another writer to create a sequel. Alas, no.
Opening the book, I found that The Hand of Kahless is Final
Reflection and another novel combined into one volume. Quellle

disappointment.

Getting over my initial letdown, I settled in to re-read Final Reflection. I was pleased to
find that after twenty years, my original estimation of the book's quality had not
changed. In fact, re-reading deepened my admiration of the novel. I caught references
that had gone over my head on my initial reading and noticed details that I had missed
before.

Final Reflection is a book about war and peace. For me, it resonated differently with
contemporary politics. It's hardly a secret that in Star Trek, created during the Cold
War, the Klingons are the metaphorical equivalent of the Russians. Final Reflection,
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published in 1984, reflects more the attitude of Gorbachev's era of perestroika.
Klingons are no longer mere cardboard villains, motivated by love of evil, but a
complex culture responding to internal and external pressures. In a passage I don't
remember from the my first reading, the main character, Krenn, explains that "empire"
in Klingonese means "a thing that grows." The only other linguistic term they have to
describe a society is the polar opposite, "a thing that dies." As was happening in the
1980s in U.S./U.S.S.R. relations, Final Reflection is about the process of appreciating
similarities and understanding differences with the enemy. Reading the book today as
an American at the what is probably the height of the American Empire, the book was
for me much less about understanding the enemy than it was about comprehending
some of the reasons why we do the evil that we do.

The only complaint I've ever had about Final Reflection is with the brief introductory
and closing chapters that take place on the Enterprise. These chapters seem tacked
on. It's as if someone at Pocket Books said, 'star Trek fans will never buy a book in
which Captain Kirk's name never appears." The only function served by these bookend
pieces seems to be making sure that Captain Kirk's name appears several times.

Above and beyond being the best Star Trek novel published (which is admittedly a
pretty low bar to jump). Final Reflection is a good read for any lover of Science Fiction.
Although Ford is playing in Roddenberry and Company's sandbox, he fleshes out this
alien race in surprising but satisfying directions and makes it his own. The plot is tight
and action-packed. The prose is crisp and intelligent. It is a lovely little novel.

You will probably not be surprised to hear that I felt that Friedman's "Kahless" suffers
in comparison. It's like Pocket Books decided to pad out the page count of a reprint of
"Anna Karenina" by tossing in a free copy of "Love's Savage Fury." Well, to be fair,
"Kahless" isn't that bad. It's just not that good.

The book's primary flaw is that it suffers from a malady that developed and spread
during the Next Generation era - the bad B plot. Finding that they lacked either the
stamina or creativity to write the less than forty-five minutes of plotting necessary for
an hour-long TV show, the writers of Star Trek: The Next Generation began to
routinely include what they unashamedly referred to in interviews as a "B" plot, events
taking place at the same time as the main action that didn't necessarily further the plot
but gave minor characters the chance for a little face time. Strangely enough, even
though the amount of actual air time for hour long shows is steadily decreasing, writers
of later incarnations of Star Trek have lovingly embraced the hoary "B" plot tradition
even going so far as to develop "C" and even "D" plots in a few mind-numbing
instances.

Don't get me wrong. I have nothing against subplots. Done correctly, the contrasting or
paralleling subplot is a lovely piece of literary legerdemain. Executed by hacks, it's
hamburger helper. "Kahless" has a little too much superfluous breading for my taste.

The main plot is pretty interesting. It reconstructs the story of Kahless, legendary
leader of the Klingons, told by Worf to his son in a Next Generation episode. In
Freidman's version, mistaken identity transforms the story from a simple parable about
honor and sacrifice into the journey of an ordinary Klingon learning to be the hero his
people need. This part of the book is fine. The plotting isn't as tight and the prose isn't
as crisp as Final Reflection, but it's not a bad little novel.
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Then we start tacking on subplots. The "B" plot tells the story of the contemporary-to-
the-Next-Generation-universe incarnation of Kahless cloned from blood found on his
dagger discovering and defeating a conspiracy to overthrow Galron. Despite the depth
and seriousness of the conspiracy, Kahless is able to avert it with the assistance of
three people, Captain Picard, Worf, and Worf's brother. Plot twists are so predictable
that the story begins to take on a fairy-tale like quality. It reminded me a lot of the story
of Henny Penny. In fact, if you can imagine a really well-armed, aggressive but self-
doubting Henny Penny, you've pretty much got this part of the book.

The "C" plot is the story of Alexander being worried about his dad. That's it... And that's
important, I guess, if you're a real big fan of Alexander and have always wanted to see
more of him coming to terms with being worried about his dad...

The moral of this review, dear reader, is that more is not always better. If you're a Star
Trek fan and you haven't read Final Reflection then get your geeky butt down to the
local used bookstore pronto where you can still pick it up for the original 1984 price or
less. Do your fannish heart a favor and give this fatty, over-priced, super-sized
marketing ploy of a book a miss.
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Duty, Honor, Redemption
by Vonda McIntyre
A Star Trek Signature Series novelization of "Star Trek II: The
Wrath of Khan", "Star Trek III: The Search for Spock", and "Star
Trek IV: The Voyage Home."
Published by Pocket Books

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

This three-part compilation consists of the novelizations of three
of the most popular Star Trek movies, first released in the 80's as
companion novels to the above movies. Having originally read all
three novels after first seeing the movies, and finding them a

poor substitute for the real thing, I thought I would give them another try and see if my
opinion of Ms. McIntyre's writing had improved with maturity. I was barely into my
twenties at the time; now that I'm in my forties, I've mellowed about a lot of things I
used to think harshly of in my careless youth. Unfortunately, Ms. McIntyre's writing isn't
one of them.

In the first place, no one with access to a VCR can have possibly missed seeing ST II,
III and IV by now. So this novelization can only be of service to someone who either
has no VCR (or DVD player; I understand they're available on that format now), or who
is dating a Trekkie and wants to impress him or her with their knowledge of the most
beloved characters of the original series without the bother of actually seeing the
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movies. I hope whoever buys the book with this intent has the sense to stick to the gist
of the stories and not try to quote the characters; the author has taken considerable
liberties with the scripts. Little changes here and there, like Spock's memorable line to
Kirk in the privacy of the captain's cabin when Kirk tries to apologize for relieving him of
command in "The Wrath of Khan"; "You are my commanding officer, as well as my
friend; I always shall be yours." The correct line is: "I have been, and always shall be,
yours." Even Spock's poignant death scene in the engine room is padded out with
additional dialog; do we really need to extend Spock's suffering, as well as ours?

Ms. McIntyre has also gone to considerable trouble to flesh out the minor supporting
characters, like the female Klingon agent on board the doomed merchant freighter who
is regretfully destroyed by the Klingon commander to whom she delivers the
information about the Genesis Project. In the movie, it is understood that she is his
par'makai, or lover. But when McIntyre quotes her last words, "Success my lord. And
my love," she explains it as the woman's gratitude to her superior for an honorable
death, rather than the understanding of a dutiful Klingon agent for the hard choice her
equally dutiful lover must make, for the sake of the Klingon Empire. Several other alien
characters, as well as humans, are similarly fleshed out and have words put into their
mouths which I am sure were not the original motivation of the scriptwriters. How Ms.
McIntyre managed to get away with this, I don't know. While I hardly expect the late
Gene Roddenberry to have proofread every novelization of his movies, someone at
Pocket Books should have made it their business to do so, knowing how fanatic Star
Trek fans are about every little detail concerning our beloved heroes. Or did whoever
edit the original three novels just flip through them and say, "This is good enough;
those geeky kids will never know the difference"?

While I respect Ms. McIntyre's literary abilities enough to be grateful she took the time
to write these novelizations in the first place, to put them all together under one cover
and release them as something new is sure to irritate the very fan base she's trying to
attract. So it is with polite regret that I must give Duty, Honor, Redemption a B minus
for a sincere but misguided effort. I would prefer to read an original Star Trek novel that
puts fresh words into my favorite characters' mouths, words that are consistent with
their character, rather than this recycled bunch of secondhand quotes from somebody
who couldn't have been paying much attention to the movies in the first place.

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn= 978-0-7434-9660-5
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 03/02/2005: "Trek Book reivew: Duty, Honor, Redemption"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000288.htm[4/27/2019 3:28:12 PM]

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 03/02/2005: "Art book review: Underbelly"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000287.htm[4/27/2019 3:28:16 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Issue 7 Reminder"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Trek Book reivew:
Duty, Honor, Redemption"]

03/02/2005 Archived Entry: "Art book review: Underbelly"

Underbelly -- Additional Observations of the Beauty/Ugliness of
Mostly Pillowy Girls
Weasel Number No. 1
The art of Dave Cooper
Published by: Fantagraphics
Visit Dave's Site: http://www.davegraphics.com
Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

Let's get one fact on the table, Dave Cooper is a talented,
expressive, focused artist who has more brain synapses running than most. His
technique and mastery of his medium are without question.

That being said, let's move onto the subjective part of this review.

Underbelly is offered as a simple thrown together collection of Coopers recent
paintings. A montage of visual bites presenting the whole of his latest work. Sketches,
paintings, close-up photos of said, and general burps of inspirational creations.

As a whole the book bears out the first line of this review, without delay or modesty.

The text offers the theory that we are taking a visual walk through satiated, thriving,
aggressive, if not violent, sexuality, represented by morbidly obese (pillowy) girls. I'll go
there as an artist, and agree that the art does just that... and more.

Throughout the book, my artistic memory is thrown directly into "Dante and Virgil in
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Hell" a masterpiece created by Adolphe-William Bouguereau, but without the classic
training, beauty or nuance. Dante's Inferno rings in my ears, as Hieronymus Bosch's
panel "Hell" scorches my memory. William Blake's "Last Judgment", and a number of
other priceless pieces continue to be drawn to the forefront of my thoughts.

You get the picture.

There is no sexuality or sensuality in this book. There are bodies, bloated with excess,
screaming for more. There are females of varying sizes, shapes, contortions, and
exuding an air of complete exhaustion strewn throughout this book sometimes wearing
only expressions of the empty echoes of fierce lost battles for control of their angst.
Cellulite-embedded vistas of female dissipation of one form or another assail the eye
while the huge mouths of the painted subject, like gaping wounds, insult the mind.

Teeth, gums, breasts, nipples, sweat, sagging human flesh, crawling squirming forms,
set in stylized recognizable environments we all live in.

Mr. Cooper seems to be attracted to the values and hues of the color green. A
subliminal green tint runs through the pages, suggesting infection and sickness. No
male counterparts are present, although hints of "maleness" show up through subject
positioning, cars, tall buildings, and suchlike.

Underbelly is the carnival freak show we all snuck into when we were ten years old.
We covered our eyes in aversion, but peeked through our fingers in utter awe.

I'm sure Mr. Cooper will be delighted to know I am completely repelled and drawn to
this book at the same time. A love/hate relationship was built after the first page.

It is suggested that this is a coffee table edition. I can't bear the idea of having this out
in the middle of the living room. But then again, I wouldn't invite the Fat Lady to sit
around on my couch either. No, this book will be safely ensconced behind a door,
under a few other books. As with all freak shows it's not meant to be out in the sunlight,
but rather hidden away, behind the curtains waiting for the viewer to voluntarily
"walkin" and gander at the Underbelly.

(Fantagraphics has a little gallery of Images from Underbelly for you thrill-seeker J
LHLS readers. Ed.)
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Silent Scars of Healing Hands
By Naomi Hirahara and Gwenn M. Jensen
Publisher: The Center for Oral and Public History at California
State University, Fullerton
ISBN: 0-930046-2-2-6

Silent Scars of Healing Hands was an extremely rewarding and
thought-provoking read. It was a challenging book as well
because I careened from outrage to guilt to sadness to hope to
cheering and running through all those in various permutations
while reading and thinking about this book. But worth it, and I feel
everyone in America should read Silent Scars of Healing Hands,

because we stand on the brink of making the same foolish and wicked mistake. Except
this time it would not be a mistake: we know better.

The general facts of the Japanese internment are well documented, if not especially
well known: on February 19, 1942, FDR signed Executive Order 9066 ordering all
persons of Japanese descent removed from the West Coast of the United States. This
sounds innocuous, but the level of suffering was and is immeasurable. Entire families
were uprooted, often broken up, lives were lost to disease in the concentration camps;
businesses were destroyed, careers derailed, and entire communities never recovered
from this forced relocation. Silent Scars of Healing Hands follows the lives of some of
the victims of this action, how they coped, and how they recovered. And how they
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forgave the country that wronged them.

The book is a collection of oral histories beautifully woven into background material.
The first chapters detail how Japanese mothers, mainly, although the fathers must
have been supportive, too, encouraged their children to go into medicine or dentistry.
Regardless of the family financial situation, many of these families were Issei
(immigrant) with modest businesses like grocery stores or flowers. Many of the Nisei
(second generation born in U.S.) children worked in the family business, as farm
laborers or at whatever jobs they could get to help pay for their educations. If they
could get into a medical school, that is, because regardless of their academic records,
there was still considerable prejudice against Asians at the time (late 1920 through the
1930s) these Japanese students were applying to medical school. Competition was
fierce and medical schools scarce in California. The only medical school in the entire
University of California System was in San Francisco. Outside of the UC system,
University of Southern California, Loma Linda, and Stanford had medical schools.
Many West Coast Japanese went east to become doctors.

The year Sakaye Shigekawa applied, USC medical school accepted only two women:
Masako Miura and Tsutayo Ichioka. Undaunted, Dr. Shigekawa went to medical school
at Loyola in Chicago. The amazing Togasaki Sisters received their degrees and
training in California, as well as back east: Dr. Kazue Togasaki received her nursing
degree from Stanford's Children's Hospital School of Nursing, and then in 1933 she
received her MD from Women's Medical College in Pennsylvania, thus becoming the
first of two woman of Japanese ancestry to receive a medical degree in the United
States. After graduating from UC Berkeley in 1926, her younger sister, Mitsuye,
received her nursing degree from Children's Hospital in San Francisco. Third sister Dr.
Yoshiye Togasaki received her medical degree from John Hopkins in 1935. Chiye
Togasaki obtained her nursing degree from UC Berkeley in 1929 and Dr. Teru
Togasaki received her medical degree from University of California Medical School in
1936. Their father had an art supply store and later an import-export business in San
Francisco.

And yet, these brilliant, motivated, well-educated citizens were the kind of people
whose lives and careers our government derailed for reasons of paranoia and racism.
Detained (essentially imprisoned), first in Assembly Centers (often horse stalls, such
as the ones at Santa Anita in Los Angeles County) and then in the camps, the
Japanese medical personnel coped as best they could with insalubrious conditions
and, in some cases, the malevolence of the white administrators.

"(Dr. Henry) Sugiyama had a personal stake in the condition of the hospital (at
Walerga Assembly Center), because his sister was having complications with her
pregnancy. 'She had toxemia, elevated blood pressure, and swelling', he recalled."

The white administrator would not move her to a proper hospital because they were all
being moved to Tule Lake in a few weeks.

"'So her baby died.'" (p. 46)

At Santa Anita, only a coat of whitewash was slapped over years of encrusted manure
in horse stalls where entire families, including pregnant women were held until they
could be moved to the camps. (p. 52)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Issei
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Issei


Archived Entry - 02/28/2005: "Book review: Silent Scars of Healing Hands"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000285.htm[4/27/2019 3:28:22 PM]

There were many cases of food poisoning and there were rumors that the government
was trying to poison the detainees, but it was really due to the food being left standing
for too long. (p. 55) And because of the food poisoning, people with diarrhea were lined
up for the outhouses. This was especially tough on the women, who would not go into
the latrines (no stalls for privacy) until all the men had left.

Yet, in all this dreadfulness, the Japanese medical professionals practiced medicine
with the same dedication as they had before being interned. As Emi (Somekawa)
Beckwith said about her detention at the North Portland Assembly Center, "when you
have a profession like that (nursing), you feel like you're needed."

And they were very needed. At the Poston and Gila River Camps in the Arizona desert,
camp construction had stirred up the dust enough that there were many cases of
Valley Fever, which is similar to tuberculosis. There were two types of Valley Fever:
one that could be cured with bed rest (which was all they had, since penicillin and
other antibiotics were not widely available until after 1943) and the other type that was
fatal.

Although tuberculosis was the third leading cause of death of internees one year of
age and older in the camps (p. 81), it killed far fewer people than it could have due to
the dedication and diligence of the Japanese medical personnel in the camps.

God bless Stanford Medical School: "Shigeru Hara also witnessed how (Dr. George)
Kambara was able to receive help from his former alma mater. 'He called his university
(Stanford), and they said, "Set these cases aside, and we'll send a doctor there (Tule
Lake in California) to help you." So Stanford sent an eye doctor to help him take care
of [those] patients that he couldn't.... The government won't take anything for nothing,
so they gave [the Stanford doctor] one dollar." (p. 69-70)

And when Dr. Yoshiye Togasaki began her mission to vaccinate more than ten
thousand people at Manzanar camp in California for a variety of communicable
diseases, including smallpox, typhoid, paratyphoid, tetanus, and diphtheria, our
government (which was basing all this on how they vaccinated young men in the Navy,
which is not a population that includes children and the elderly) would not provide
pertussis immunization, which protect against the bacteria that causes whooping
cough.

"Togasaki got in touch with a female researcher at Stanford University to obtain
pertussis immunizations. 'We got it eventually, despite what the Navy thought. The fact
[is] that it avoided epidemics.' During the first month of the center's operation, 14,750
typhoid inoculations and 6,968 smallpox vaccines were administered." (p. 56)

Go Dr. Togasaki and staff! Why you had to rise to such a horrible occasion is one of
the great crimes in U.S. history, but whether the circumstances were right or wrong, it
made no difference; you were a doctor, first, and foremost and I salute you.

I salute all of them. They worked miracles every day in those camps because they had
to. And, yes, they lost patients: one delivering mother bled to death because they
couldn't give her a transfusion to keep her alive long enough to stop the bleeding (p.
55). Her baby lived though. There were terrible conditions and a terrible administrator
(Dr. Reece Pericord) at Tule Lake (p. 99). There was the extremely insulting Loyalty
Oath that led to even more discontent in the camps (p.97).
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There were a few bright moments: Dr. Hara and Dr. Sugiyama had completed their
medical training just before being interned and were allowed out of Tule Lake long
enough to take (and pass) their boards in Sacramento (p. 63). Principal Herman
Kramer at Hood River High School mailed diplomas to fourteen of his former pupils,
now interned, even though these kids missed the last month of their senior year. "'...Mr.
Kramer said, 'Well, it's not their fault that they couldn't attend school.'" (p. 111) This
was important because when the Quaker-supported American Friends Service
Committee established the National Japaneses American Student Relocation Council
to help young Nisei leave the camps to pursue their college degrees, there were
fourteen kids who could get out and get an education. (Go Quakers!)

Because they would no longer be near the West Coast and wanted out of the camps,
some Japanese doctors were eventually able to arrange jobs in the Midwest. Dr.
Sakaye Shigekawa took a job at Walter Memorial Hospital in Chicago (p. 110) in 1942.
Many doctors, like Dr. Robert Kinoshita were proud to serve in the U.S. Military as
medical personnel (p. 116), and, like twenty-seven-year-old battalion surgeon Dr.
James Yamazaki, found himself the only Asian American in the 106th Division,
accompanying teenage infantry soldiers to the front lines. Dr. Yamazaki was captured
at the Battle of the Bulge and held as a POW until the end of the war.

"He was honorably discharged from the army as a captain in March 1946, but his
experience of World War II and its aftermath did not end there, for he was recruited to
serve as a pediatrician with the Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission (ABCC) to
investigate the long-term effects of the atomic bombs. Also joining ABCC on a different
research project was Dr. Mac Suzuki." (p. 122)

Silent Scars of Healing Hands mentions in passing that many of the interned Japanese
were recruited from the camps to help out in the Occupation of Japan as translators
and medical personnel. If there's a book about those experiences, I would very much
like to read it.

The book follows its subjects to the ends of their lives in the Epilogue. All of the
medical personnel pursued careers in medicine in spite of having to start from scratch
and the lingering racism that denied them hospital privileges at many hospitals (for
example, Queen of Angels was a reluctant exception in Los Angeles [p. 139] and Holy
Rosary in Ontario, Oregon "just threw their arms open" to the returning Japanese
physician Benjamin Tanaka [p. 143], but these were the not the norm). The way some
returning Japanese physicians dealt with the lack of hospital privileges was to build
their own hospitals and practices in the Japanese sections of large cities. And then
there was the double-whammy of being a female and Asian doctor (p. 145), which
made it even more difficult to practice medicine. Other Japanese doctors resumed their
practices in smaller towns to look after returning Japanese farm workers.

Silent Scars of Healing Hands' narrative is structured around fourteen chapters, telling
the story of each doctor chronologically from about 1932 to the early 1950s. This
makes it a pleasant and varied read. Although the narrative jumps from doctor to
doctor from camp to camp, it is never confusing and the larger story emerges in
manageable stages. I found it easy to read, but difficult to review as I'm not trained as a
historian, so I can't comment on the methodology. However, I don't think I've ever
found oral histories quite as compelling and informative as this book, partly because
the historians do a wonderful job filling in the historical background and sources. I used

http://coph.fullerton.edu/ohphome.html
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many quotes in this review, because these are the things that had the most impact on
me as a reader and reviewer. These are also the things I want the world to know about
this book.

Content aside, I felt this book was very well done. It has just the right amount of
photographs and other illustrations, which never get in the way of the text flow. It has a
very sturdy binding for a trade paperback, a nice faux dust jacket and the pages are
well laid out. I would have liked a glossary and a more extensive index, but, overall, I
was very impressed with the book. This is no dry historical recital of a shameful period
in U.S. history; this is a vivid, gripping, compelling and thought-provoking read that
stays with the reader for a long time and holds up well on subsequent reads. It is
published by the Michi Nishiura and Walter Weglyn Multicultural Publication Series,
located at the Center for Oral and Public History at California State University,
Fullerton. One of the main forces behind this project was Dr. Gordon Saski of
Pasadena, California. As head of the Japanese American Medical Association, Dr.
Saski was instrumental in bringing this book into existence. Dr. Saski and his wife
Joanne persistence in grant-writing and personal underwriting of the project expanded
the original concept, resulting in twice the number of interviews and doubling the size
of the book. As Dr. Saski writes of the book in his preface: "It is, at the very least, a
dramatic kaleido-scope of human emotions and life-changing experiences."

Gwenn M. Jenson, Ph.D., who conducted many of the interviews, wondered if the title
writes was really appropriate. She writes that each interview ended on a positive
upbeat note, as if everyone had transcended their experience of incarceration. It was
only when she was able to review the transcripts alone in her office could she see the
damage, the scars, their unjust incarceration had left on these indomitable people. A
passion for medicine and helping people never left the Japanese medical
professionals interviewed in this book, but human history has left its scars on them, as
it has on everyone victimized in that era.

But there's a little more to it than that. The United States government behaved
abominably towards its own law-abiding citizens and committed an unforgivable act
against these decent people because of their race and location. There was no due
process, no court of appeal, none of the rights our nation has fought so hard for and
cherished so deeply until September 12, 2001. But the people our country wronged
were still able to forgive the country they were adopted or born into.

As Gus Tanaka tells of his father, Dr. Benjamin Tanaka: "People asked him about his
bitterness... ... that people would hold him responsible for the war... when he had
nothing to do with it and didn't sympathize with it. But he figured the treatment the
Japanese got here was really an aberration of fundamental American principles, and it
would work itself out, and it did. It has."

For all our sakes, I hope Dr. Tanaka's was right.

How to buy this book (it's worth the effort):

"Proceeds from the sale of Silent Scars of Healing Hands benefit the Japanese
American Medical Association Scholarship Fund. Books may be purchased through:
The Center for Oral and Public History at Cal State University,
Fullerton via its website at http://coph.fullerton.edu/ or by sending a payment of
$18.50 plus 7.75% California sales tax and $3.50 handling to COPH, CalState

http://coph.fullerton.edu/
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Fullerton, PO Box 6846, Fullerton CA 92834-6846 and The Japanese American
National Museum, via its toll-free order line (888) 769-5559, Tues.-Sun., 11am-
5pm, PST, or at www.janmstore.com. National Museum members receive 10%
discount on orders of this book."
http://coph.fullerton.edu/SilentScarsflyer3.pdf

Center for Oral and Public History
http://coph.fullerton.edu/
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Creature Tech
by Doug TenNapel
Publisher: Top Shelf Productions

Review by Tom Good

Creature Tech begins with a mad scientist trying to lure giant
space eels to Earth, and it only gets stranger from there. The
hero, Dr. Michael Ong, researches alien activity at a facility
nicknamed "Creature Tech." While opening crates from an
excavation site, he finds a monster, the ghost of the space-eel
scientist, an alien, and the Shroud of Turin, which has the power

to raise the dead. The symbiotic alien attaches itself to his body, the ghost is
resurrected by the shroud, and Ong embarks upon a series of battles to thwart the evil
scientist.

This is Doug TenNapel's first graphic novel, but he has worked on video games such
as Earthworm Jim and The Neverhood,. The character designs in Creature Tech,
especially that of Dr. Ong, remind me of a 1995 computer game called Full Throttle. Dr.
Ong looks a bit like a thinner version of Full Throttle's main character Max, and both
heroes ride motorcycles. Of course, the similarities end once Ong gains a few extra
limbs from the symbiotic alien and then starts fighting against demon cats. In general,
the art looks loose and spontaneous without seeming unfinished.
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Ong has a complicated relationship with his father, who was once a great scientist but
is now the town pastor. Ong took the opposite path in life, leaving seminary school to
take up a career in science. The two men discuss science and faith, and evolution vs.
intelligent design. But the story is full of overlaps between the two realms. Ong scoffs
when a local claims to see the face of Jesus on a cinnamon bun, yet his scientific view
is unshaken by the existence of ghosts and demons. On the other hand, Ong's father
and other churchgoers seem relatively untroubled by the idea of insect-like aliens and
giant space eels. In Creature Tech, the world contains more than anyone expects, but
the characters adapt, learn, and remain receptive to the unknown. That may be what
makes the story so much fun.

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

http://www.marsimport.com/display_comic.php?ID=3710&affilateID=20
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417


Archived Entry - 02/27/2005: "Graphic novel review: Creature Tech"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000284.htm[4/27/2019 3:28:26 PM]

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 02/26/2005: "Manners and Means"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000283.htm[4/27/2019 3:28:36 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Book review: Wodehouse: A Life"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Graphic
novel review: Creature Tech"]

02/26/2005 Archived Entry: "Manners and Means"

Manners and Means
By Julia Talbot

201 pages
Published by Torquere Press
Available as a downloadable PDF or LIT file ($4.95), or on CD-ROM ($9.95)

Reviewed by Lene Taylor

Dear Readers, there's nothing like a fine romance, is there? Especially one set in a
fantasy version of the Middle Ages, with some Greek, Russian, and Hungarian
vocabulary thrown in, a murder plot, a good dose of romantic angst, plus a LOT of hot
gay sex. And a happy ending. What's not to like? 

You should know, however, that a lot of the sex is between sixteen year old boys and
older men (or man, I should say). The author takes great pains to present this as
romantic and desirable and in no way pervy; I didn't find it offensive, but if you have
issues with a harem of young boys in a castle, you're better off somewhere else in
Torquere's catalog. The main character and narrator, Mistral, is a Marty Sue but not an
insufferable one - his writing style is a bit overwrought, but maybe that's just to make
sure you understand that this is serious stuff and not just an excuse to read about lots
of HOT GAY SEX with young nubile boys in twosomes, threesomes, and foursomes.
Are there books like this about harems of young nubile girls being initiated into the joys
of sex by the master of the castle? OK, don't answer that, I don't really want to know.
Anyway, the murder mystery gets solved and then everyone can get back to the most
important thing, which is lots of HOT GAY SEX.
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Oh, and there's a character named Tupelo. Made me think of Elvis every time he
showed up.
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Wodehouse: A Life
by Robert McCrum
Publisher: W. W. Norton and Company

Review by Kathryn Ramage

"...threatened by unbearable thoughts, 'one has deliberately
to school oneself to think of something else quick'."

This phrase from P.G. Wodehouse's diary, as quoted by Robert
McCrum, seems to me to be the key to his biography of the
celebrated author of dozens of light-hearted stories featuring
such characters as Bertie Wooster and his manservant Jeeves,

Lord Emsworth of Blandings Castle, and Psmith -- stories set in an idyllic and innocent
Edwardian England that never was. The phrase is used at least twice, as a means of
explaining Wodehouse's outlook and some of his more controversial actions.

Although this biography covers the entirety of P.G. Wodehouse's life, the focus is on
his actions during World War II. Wodehouse and his wife were living in the French
coastal resort of Le Touquet at the beginning of the war, and delayed leaving their
home for England until it was too late to flee when the German army invaded; they
found themselves trapped. McCrum begins with a foreword describing the day that the
Wodehouses encountered the invading forces in occupied France, before recounting
the details of Wodehouse's childhood and early success as a writer, then returns to this
event at the book's midpoint. Wodehouse was interred as an enemy alien and shifted
from one prison camp to another, until the Nazis became aware of the identity of this
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elderly English prisoner; he was then taken to Berlin for a series of radio broadcasts --
the substance of which were innocuous in themselves, but the fact that Wodehouse
agreed to do them left him open to accusations of collaboration and even treason from
the British.

McCrum explains this incident in terms of Wodehouse's background, citing his upper-
class Victorian childhood away from his parents and his upbringing in the stiff-upper-lip
style of behavior, where one learns to command ones feelings, to keep up a calm
appearance and light-hearted demeanor in the face of adversity, and "to think of
something else quick" rather than dwell on unpleasant situations. It is McCrum's
contention that Wodehouse's writing was often an escape from harsher realities (for
example, I was astonished to learn that the blithe Jeeves and Wooster comedy, Joy in
the Morning, was largely written in the Tost prison camp). He sees his subject as an
old-fashioned gentleman who simply could not understand the politics of the modern
world, nor the war he had been caught in the middle of:

"Wodehouse is often described as a 'naïve' or 'innocent' in his political
under-standing, but neither of these descriptions quite captures the
peculiar, even ironic, quality of his detachment. In so far as it is possible
seriously to characterize Wodehouse's approach to international relations, it
should be understood as essentially Victorian, in which greater power
politics were treated as a kind of game." (McCrum, pg. 257)

While McCrum uses this as his focal point -- and these chapters were compelling
reading for me, since I hadn't had a clear idea before of exactly what had happened to
Wodehouse during those years -- the meticulous research he has put into this
biography throughout provides a wealth of detail about his subject. This biography
provides a look at some of the other parts of Wodehouse's career that are mostly
forgotten today: his work as a musical lyricist with Jerome Kern on a number of hit
Broadway shows in the 1910's and '20's (and he was considering revivals and ideas for
new shows into the 1960s); his brief stints as a scriptwriter in Hollywood -- although by
all accounts, including his own, he wrote very little during that period that ever made it
to the screen.

What struck me most while reading was how little of this so-very quintessentially
English author's adult life was actually spent in England. I was also impressed by his
longevity and amazing productivity. He was almost 60 at the beginning of World War II,
and was 65 at its end; for most people, this would be the end of the "story," but
Wodehouse's life and career still had nearly 30 years to go. He was cleared of the
suspicion of treason by British Intelligence immediately after the war; nevertheless, he
never returned to England, but went to live in America, taking a house on Long Island
and eventually becoming a naturalized U.S. citizen. He did not retreat into quiet
retirement to spend those years in obscurity, but continued to work on new projects. As
a professional writer, he kept to a strict schedule and wrote nearly every day of his life
from his early 20's onward (McCrum provides several variations of this schedule), right
up until the very end. He was working on the manuscript of his final Blandings novel on
the evening when he died, at the age of 93.

A fascinating look at a remarkable writer's life.
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Blasphemy
Edited by M. Rode

205 pages
Published by Torquere Press
Available as a downloadable PDF or LIT file ($4.95), or on CD-ROM ($9.95)

Reviewed by Lene Taylor

Dear Readers, am I the only one who reads anthologies through as if they were
novels? I think I must be, since almost every anthology I've read gets a bit...repetitious.
I suppose they're meant to be taken like vitamins, one a day, rather than ingested all at
once. But let us proceed on the assumption that this is my problem, not yours. In any
case, Blasphemy is a fine collection of gay porn (mostly male, a few lesbian stories)
that should satisfy anyone looking for some hot, well-written smut that pushes a few
boundaries. Don't worry, there's nothing terribly kinky here (aside from some light
S&M), but the scenarios are, well, blasphemous. Priests fucking! In churches! On
altars! In alleys! Everywhere!

Well, as my friend Kitty would say, dog my cats! Priests fucking - people, other priests,
demons, vampires? Jesus-fucking? Yep, pretty blasphemous - no argument here.
What surprises me is how limited the concept of "blasphemy" seems to be; all but four
of the stories in this collection are about breaking Judeo-Christian taboos. To be sure,
they are fine stories - wonderful language, good dialogue, interesting characters, hot
hot sex - but so many of them? Are we so locked into one worldview that nothing else
seems sinful? This is why I so heartily applaud the four stories that are not about

http://www.torquerepress.com/cgi-bin/ccp51/cp-app.cgi?usr=51F6840124&rnd=1767240&rrc=N&affl=&cip=67.180.119.233&act=&aff=&pg=cat&ref=anth003&catstr=HOME:genre:anthologies
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.torquerepress.com/cgi-bin/ccp51/cp-app.cgi?usr=51F6840124&rnd=1767240&rrc=N&affl=&cip=67.180.119.233&act=&aff=&pg=cat&ref=anth003&catstr=HOME:genre:anthologies
http://www.torquerepress.com/


Archived Entry - 02/21/2005: "Blasphemy"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000280.htm[4/27/2019 3:28:48 PM]

scandalizing Jesus and his Dad. "To Worship the Breaker of Horses" focuses on a
Greek statue come to life (and here's a nice link to a picture of the statue in question),
raising issues about the true nature of gods and what we might owe them. "A Deeper
Shade of Stars" is - are you ready? - a science fiction tale about the rules we take with
us and what it means to break them.

The two best stories (as judged by your reviewer) in this anthology could not be more
different. "To the Marrow" is a short, angry, raw piece of fiction about women and life
and death and blood. Women have such a complex relationship with blood; it's
refreshing to see it dealt with so directly and unflinchingly. And with sex. Did I mention
that all the sex in this book is really hot? Finally, my personal favorite of the entire
collection - and it contains some extremely hot sex - is "Home Ice", by Tulsa Brown
(possibly the coolest pen name ever, and if it's her real name, I'm insanely jealous) .
This is the kind of story that makes you want to smack people who say that
smut/porn/erotic writing is trash. No religion here, other than the kind you find in small
towns, built on the deities of sports heroes. In real life, breaking family traditions is far
more blasphemous than fucking in the pews at church. The wrath of God? What about
the wrath of Mom and Dad? "Home Ice" is a love story and a coming-of-age story and
a comedy and a really hot number all at the same time. I love you Tulsa Brown!
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Hutch Owen: Unmarketable
by Tom Hart
Publisher: Top Shelf

Review by Tom Good

If Dilbert represents a view from the inside of corporate America,
where cubicle-jockeys learn to play the corporate game, then
Hutch Owen takes a completely different, outsider's view. Hutch
is an anti-establishment slacker who scrounges food from
garbage cans and is suspicious of the very idea of commerce.

In the book's longest story, titled Public Relations, Hutch attends
a PR event for Bird Burger, where he grabs the microphone and rants at the crowd:
"You gluttonous job-gotting free-food greeding tomato eaters [. . .] The world creaks
and you buck and whinney like a gangrene mule to your graceless desires!" His
behavior is so over-the-top that a PR executive assumes he must be a paid actor,
there to showcase the plight of the underprivileged.

A job offer follows, and Hutch finds himself employed by the sort of corporation he
despises. Hutch's antithesis is Dennis Worner, a powerful capitalist who spouts
boardroom babble: "What is the half-life of your innovation?" he asks. "If you have
nothing left then where are your marbles?" Though Hutch Owen is drawn with a
primitive style, the artwork is very expressive. Hart cleverly chose to draw Worner as
cleaned-up, presentable version of Hutch, which highlights the fact that both are angry,
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opinionated men who believe in the life they have chosen. Though Hutch Owen has an
anti-establishment philosophy, the corporate executives defend their point of view
when they debate Hutch. "What is your [moral] compass doing?" one asks him.
"Telling you to sleep on cots and roam the streets? How are you making a difference?
Your stubbornness and crankiness - is that bettering the world?"

By allowing the reader to sympathize with both sides, the story develops more depth
than a simple complaint against the corporate world. And the book is full of funny
moments, such as when Worner's assistant proposes making easier to pronounce
prescription drugs ("Ask your doctor about happy yellow pill."). Hutch Owen is
charming, thought-provoking and recommended reading.

Link: Hutch Owen daily
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Holy Moly
by Leah Hayes
Publisher: Fantagraphics Books

Review by Tom Good

Imagine finding a student composition book left behind in a
library. Inside, there are no class notes, but only page after page
of wild drawings. A girl declares her love for steak and eggs, but
the steak rejects her, saying, "It's really not a good time for me
right now." On the same page, what appears to be a narwhal

bullies a snail. If I found something like this, I would want to return it to its owner, but I
also would not be able to resist reading the rest of it first.

Holy Moly resembles such a lost artifact, right down to the blue-lined paper on which it
is drawn. It even has a hand-drawn bar code on the front cover. I doubt this would
actually scan, but it is an amusing touch. The art is crudely drawn, as one might expect
from doodles in a notebook; in fact, according to the publisher the book was "written
and illustrated almost entirely during class time over several years."

The book is not so much a story as it is a collection of images and cryptic phrases. This
gives the work the feel of a partially-overhead conversation. Readers certainly could
imagine a story based on this material, but the original intent is far from clear. Though
in many books this would be a deficiency, here it works, because it just makes the
"found notebook" seem more mysterious. A quick read, Holy Moly might be a good
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complement to an afternoon cup of coffee.
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IWGP -- Ikebukuro West Gate Park, Issue 2
Writer: Ira Ishida
Artist: Sena Aritou
Published by Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Chris Husmann

Issue Two starts off immediately after Issue One. Here's a short
recap of Issue 1: (mind you, I'm trying to keep the spoilers down
to a minimum) near the end of issue one Makoto learns that the
"Stranger" wasn't the one who murdered his saucy girlfriend Rika.
Soon after he learns that bit of info Hikaru is kidnapped by a

returning face to IWGP: Yamai (He returns from Issue 1. Though you don't see him
much at all.)

Okay, back to Issue 2: Makoto shows up to where Yamai is hiding out with Hikaru and
learns a lot more than he bargained for; truths are told, hearts are broken and ways
are parted, which leaves our detective-like hero, Makoto, on a completely new
adventure. Makoto's immature mother, Izumi, decides to take off on a "business trip"
way far south in the sunny and tropical regions of Japan.

Don't think she's leaving Makoto empty handed. Oh no she leaves him with the
responsibility of taking care of the family business as well as a near impossible mission
of earning 600,000 yen in sales within TWO weeks! The next day or so a familiar face
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pays a visit to Makoto: his old friend Chiaki. She confronts Makoto with 30,000 Yen as
well as a problem: "Please, help me! Someone's life depends on it." She asks him to
stop by the "Store" for more details.

Turns out that certain "someone" is Chiaki's Iranian immigrant boyfriend Kashif. Seems
that ol' Kashif "inconvenienced" the Yakuza and now they're after his head. The
Yakuza are offering 5,000,000 to anyone who can manage to nab Kashif and bring him
to them. Makoto must now team up with an unlikely team of experts to help get Kashif
out of trouble and somehow manage not to get caught by the Yakuza.

First thing I'll say is the story definitely improved itself in this issue. Many interesting
events happen and, as before, a few funny parts. Kashif's random outbursts really had
me laughing out loud in a few scenes as well as a certain characters cross-dressing.

The only thing that bothered me was that there were a few scattered unnecessary sex
scenes involving Chiaki. The store she works at is a whorehouse. So you'd be reading
about Makoto and then the next page they'd switch it to Chiaki doing one of her "jobs."
If you ask me it got rather annoying. Though the first one, I suppose, was a necessary
part of the storyline.

I'd say Issue 2 definitely improved IWGP. It brought many more fun and comedic
scenes as well as better character development and a deeper story. All in all I'll up my
last score for IWGP to a 7.5/10.
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February 9, 2006: UPDATE ON THE NOVEL!
The Lonely Ring Finger (Pre-Order*)
Only the Ring Finger Knows Novel
Author/Artist: Satoru Kannagi, Hotaru Odagiri
ISBN: 1569709041
246 pages
Dimensions: 4 1/8" x 6 3/4"
Release Date: Mar 15, 2006
SRP: $8.95
More info! or Leave a comment!

*Powells has the description wrong, but everything
else is right.

End of update.

From the Digital Managa Press release:

"Digital Manga Publishing announces 2 highly anticipated websites --
The re-launch of the Digital Manga Publishing site at
http://dmpbooks.com/ and the launch of the long-anticipated 'Girl's
Only Sanctuary' Yaoi-Manga.com site at http://yaoi-manga.com The
sites also feature acquisition announcements on several upcoming
DMP titles --

"For Immediate Release -- Digital Manga Publishing Announces 2 New
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Websites and Three New Titles

"Digital Manga Publishing announces 2 highly anticipated websites --
The re-launch of the Digital Manga Publishing site at
http://dmpbooks.com/ and the launch of the long-anticipated 'Girl's
Only Sanctuary' Yaoi-Manga.com site at http://yaoi-manga.com The
sites also feature acquisition announcements on several upcoming
DMP titles --

"The all-color manga anthology Robot Vol. 1, compiled by
Range Murata (July release)

"The yaoi title Alone in My King's Harem (September release)
(Now THIS sounds interesting! GM)

"The newest DMP instructional title -- Let's Draw Manga --
Fantasy (October release)

"Confirmation on the acquisition of yaoi cult favorite Our
Kingdom (October release)

"Dir. of New Business Development, Isaac S. Lew states, "This is an
exciting year for Digital Manga. The new www.dmpbooks.com is
exemplary of Digital Manga Publishing's work -- the highest quality,
larger dimensions, and unique content. Our new co-publishing
agreement with Penguin Group arms us with the ability to continue
publishing bestsellers in the spirit of our co-published titles Trigun,
Hellsing and Berserk."

"'Our much anticipated Yaoi-Manga.com site shows the world that
this is another stepping stone in DMP's goal for yaoi publishing
leadership.' Only The Ring Finger Knows was a smash success, as were
our hits Desire and Passion. Passion Volume 2 arrives in March, and
Yellow, hitting stores this June, is one of yaoi's representative works,
already printed in four countries."

"For yaoi fans, yaoi-manga.com is the source for new releases and for
exclusive, high-quality yaoi merchandise. Available now are our
popular yaoi t-shirt line and new seme-uke bears. A place where yaoi
fans can congregate, our "girls only sanctuary," also lets site visitors
download yaoi multimedia, contribute fan art and stories as well as
win exclusive DMP prizes."

###

I really adore DMP, but I do wish they'd stop calling Only the Ring
Finger Knows yaoi, when it's really shounen-ai. It's like confusing
Claudette Colbert with Linda Lovelace; both are actresses, but very
different kinds of actresses. Surprisingly (to me), I'm more of a
shounen-ai person.

And... "seme-uke bears" ...? Huh.
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IWGP - Ikebukuro West Gate Park, Issue 1
Writer: Ira Ishida
Artist: Sena Aritou
Published by Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Chris Husmann

Issue one starts off with Makoto Majima, a spunky, punk-like
Japanese teenager living in Ikebukuro, wandering the streets
with his buddy, "Masa." In search for a date for the New Years
Countdown he has a little run in with a girl, Hikaru Shibusawa,
who's being pursued by three typical perverted thugs. Upon

helping her make a quick getaway he's introduced to one of Hikaru's friends: Rika
Nakamura; whom he ends up dating.

After the New Years Countdown reports of a "Serial Strangler" (who drugs, strangles
and rapes teenage girls) begin to spread through Ikebukuro, marking the beginning of
Makoto's troubles. Soon after Makoto and Rika form a more "intimate" relationship she
becomes another victim to the "Strangler" and is killed. Makoto, now pissed, summons
the help of Ikebukuro's most notorious street gang, who he has well ties with, the G
Boys to initiate a full-out twenty-four hour patrol around Ikebukuro to catch the
"Strangler."

IWGP (adapted for manga by Ira Ishida), though originally a novel, is based on a
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popular live action TV series. Though the characters are all quite cool and have some
funny interactions from time to time, which kept me a little more interested, I felt that
the story thus far was a bit stodgy. There are a few nude, obscene, and violent parts
but they aren't really that graphic; save for one part where a certain character gets his
eyelids lacerated with a scalpel. The artwork, drawn by Sena Aritou, is very well done.
Not choppy or boring at all, Sena certainly has a nice style and I personally found it
appealing throughout the whole read.

Not much for me to say about IWGP. Nice artwork, cool characters, bit of a slow start
on the story end but I liked it. Overall I'll give it a 6.5/10. Maybe issue two can spark up
the score. We shall see.
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Rurouni Kenshin, No. 11
by Nobuhiro Watsuki
Published by VIZ

Review by Tom Good

Martial arts stories often include the idea of secret, ultra-powerful
techniques that once learned, can make any fighter nearly
invincible. This is a bit of an odd idea. Muhammed Ali, for
example, did not win because he knew some mystical secret
punch that nobody else knew how to throw. He won with the
same basic techniques that other boxers used -- he was just
better at them. And in reality, a simple technique you have spent

many years practicing is probably more effective than a new, exotic one you just
learned yesterday. Still, secret techniques make for great stories, and they provide a
way to explore the master-student relationship.

At the end of Rurouni Kenshin, No. 10, Kenshin had asked to learn the final secret
move of Hiten Mitsurugi swordsmanship. His master, Hiko Seijuro, refused because he
thought Kenshin lacked proper character. Now, after learning more about Kenshin from
his friends, he is moved to reconsider, and master and apprentice begin more training.

Elsewhere, Shishio plots to destroy Kenshin and attack the city of Kyoto, and Aoshi
and Okina build up to an epic one-on-one battle. Fight scenes are common in manga,
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but this one is fantastic, with slicing swords, whirling tonfa, and of course some
spectacular special techniques. The artwork uses a variety of angles to capture the ebb
and flow of the battle. This is not just another fight scene, but a beautifully
choreographed fight between interesting characters, which gives it real emotional
impact. I would highly recommend this volume.
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Flame of Recca, No. 2, Secrets of the Hokage
DVD - 100 minutes
VIZ

Review by Tom Good

What goes through the minds of all the anonymous students in
an anime story, the ones who are not shamen or ninja, and do
not pilot mecha or channel dead Go masters or chum around
with alien companions? Do they even notice how weird their
school is? Or do they only read about it in the newspaper? In a
funny scene in Flame of Recca, No. 2, the main characters are

shocked to find a story in the local newspaper about the devastation caused by
Recca's last battle. This joke works on many levels, and pokes fun at some of the
"rules" of anime.

Other jokes in this story do not translate as well. For example, when Recca and his
friends find out that another character's name is "Ganko" they crack up laughing. In the
English version this seems very strange, as if they have suddenly gotten the giggles
over nothing. But it is actually a pun, something along the lines of the English name
"Ben Dover," because ganko also means "stubbornness."

Though this volume is subtitled Secrets of the Hokage, Recca does not yet learn many
secrets of the Hokage ninja. Before he can get very far, powerful new enemies kidnap
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his "Princess" Yanagi. Recca has to face a sorcerer who uses the power of plants and
can send root-like tendrils out from his body. Later he encounters a puppet master who
can animate puppets and also take control of living humans. As with volume 1, the
character designs are excellent, and give they story a lot of visual appeal.

The DVD contains episodes 5 through 8 of the show, and features both Japanese and
English audio. I wish there were more extras than the few character sketches included
here, but other than that, this is a solid anime.
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Hanging Out with the Dream King: Interviews with Neil Gaiman
and His Collaborators
By Joe McCabe
Publisher: Fantagraphics

Review by Chad Denton

Few writers in comics, which is still despite the progress it's
made very much an inclusive industry, have achieved as much a
following as Neil Gaiman. Grant Morrison and Alan Moore are
not only genre trendsetters, but celebrities in their own right, but
they don't quite have the... groupies that Neil Gaiman tends to
inspire. So it seems natural there would be an entire book about

people talking about working and being friends with Neil. How much of an audience it
will find remains to be seen.

Joseph McCabe's Hanging Out With The Dream King is a collection of twenty-nine
interviews, three of which had been previously published, by Joseph McCabe with
people who had collaborated with Gaiman to some way or another. The included
interviewees are collaborators, artists, editors, and even letterers who worked with him
on The Sandman and other projects, including Vertigo pioneering editor Karen Berger,
horror artist Kelley Jones, humor-fantasy writer Terry Pratchett (who worked with
Gaiman on the novel Good Omens), Alice Cooper, and popular musician (and close
friend of Gaiman) Tori Amos. It's an eclectic mix, and it's quite impressive that McCabe
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was able to get an impressive interview out of even the letterer that worked on The
Sandman, Todd Klein.

Joseph McCabe is, without a doubt, a skilled interviewer who isn't afraid to have actual
conversations with his subjects. It's also interesting to see the history McCabe hits on:
the early years of the Vertigo imprint, the 'British Revolution' in comics, Alan Moore's
taboo breaking run on Swamp Thing. Naturally, although McCabe seems to try to
avoid it at times and other works by Neil are discussed, much of the discussions in the
book revolves around Gaiman's magnum opus, The Sandman, which was inevitable
since that, out of all the things Gaiman has worked on, required the most collaborators.
Unfortunately, with that comes an inevitable redundancy, and often you find yourself
wishing that McCabe would follow the thread to a new topic.

It's an ambitious project, which any fan of The Sandman, Neil Gaiman himself, or
simply in the comics and sci-fi/fantasy novel industries might find entertaining and even
insightful. Still, how much you like it depends on whether you find the idea of thirty
artists who are interesting people lead interesting careers in their own right talking
mostly about one man and his works. 
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Black Panther, No1
Reggie Hudlin-Writer
John Romita, Jr-Pencils
Klaus Janson-Inks.
From Marvel Comics

Review by Richard Mellott

With a release date of February 1, 2005, the Black Panther saga
reemerges from the basements of comic book headquarters.
From the interview with Hudlin by Dave Richards, a contributing
editor at the zine Comic Book Resources, we learn that the
stunning Black Panther character has been at the back of

Hudlin's mind ever since he witnessed the original debut during the Fantastic Four
series. This character has fascinated him, as it is symbolic of a country in Africa that is
"technologically advanced" and has " ...never been conquered." He will be writing
another comic book for Marvel soon, taking over as the lead writer for the "Spider Man"
series. The guy has chops!

The supernatural drawings, the work of a dynamic duo, provide a background for some
background information, as this series begins again. The purpose of reestablishing who
and what the Black Panther represents is to make it available to the younger
generation. I found the language used during the minimalistic dialogues to be
specifically geared to the sensibilities of the young reader, with symbolic imagery
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making an almost subliminal contact with the psyche of the oppressed youth of today.
The drawing is emblematic of the old school comics, while the language brings it into
sharper focus in today's lingo.

This will probably get to the Goth kids among us, first. Their lust for darkness, along
with their brevity of speech and worship of antiheroes make them a perfect target for
the exploits of a mysterious and powerful individual/country. They will appreciate that
Wakanda and the Black Panther remain both defiant of the "Redneck agenda" and are
capable of staving off any challenge to their autonomy...except for the skulking villain
sent by the corporate types who want to crush them and reap their rich and
unexploited resources. Funny, their might be some parallels to reality going on here.

In any case, we see our government getting briefed about the Wakandans and the
Black Panther by a CIA researcher, with the historical facts laid out for our mulling,
while we watch Condi Reese (However, in the completed comic the name is changed
to Dondi. Ed) take out the racist general with a single evil eye. We learn about how the
Panther defeated the white settlers on their way to colonize, humbling their measly
firearms and primitive Gatling gun with magical malfunctions. The researcher tells his
story with humility, and is finally dismissed by the military types, whose myopic
disregard for the facts is of course legendary. The whitebread agenda continues to
plow ahead, as the Reese brings in the Klaw, and sets him on a mission of revenge
against our dark hero. Will there ever be any justice? See issue two. I'll be there,
watching and learning.
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Mermaid Saga, no. 4
by Rumiko Takahashi
Published by VIZ

Review by Tom Good

If you have read other Rumiko Takahashi manga like Ranma 1/2,
Urusei Yatsura, or Inuyasha, the drawing style of Mermaid Saga
will be familiar. In fact, one of the characters looks a little bit like
Ranma. But the genre may surprise you. Mermaid Saga is a
horror manga, reminiscent of traditional Japanese ghost stories.

The main characters, Yuta and Mana, are a couple who have
become immortal by eating the flesh of a mermaid. You might think this would create a
thriving market for mermaid jerky, but things are not that simple. Many other people
who eat it are killed, disfigured, or driven mad by the effects. So Yuta and Mana
investigate all sorts of spooky situations, and try to set things right.

In the first half of Mermaid Saga 4, the couple comes across an old, Western-style
mansion where an elderly woman is haunted by a mysterious doll and a strange visitor
who keeps returning from the dead. In the second half, they find a young boy whose
mother has a dark secret. Each of these sections works as a stand-alone piece, so
though this is volume 4, it is fairly easy to jump in at this point. Mermaid Saga reveals a
darker side to Rumiko Takahashi. Sit by the fireplace and read it late at night to get the
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full effect.
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Boys Over Flowers, Vol. 9
by Yoko Kamio
Shueisha,
Toei Animation 1996
US and Canada distribution by VIZ

Review by Kelly S. Taylor

Boys Over Flowers belongs to a genre of animation that does not
exist in the U.S. -- the teen romance. We have books,
magazines, and television series galore devoted to this topic but,
thus far, no cartoons. The series is not a particularly difficult to

identify specimen of the genre, either. As the title may lead you to expect, there are
boys and flowers everywhere. Male characters out-numbered female character two to
one in the four episodes on this DVD. And they are pretty -- the boys, that is. (The
flowers aren't bad either.) Despite the fact they're supposed to be high-school boys,
the male characters are very tall and square-shouldered. They have big, expressive,
black-lashed eyes. Each is given a distinctive and beautifully drawn hairstyle. Their
costumes are as carefully rendered as the females'. In fact, I think boys changed
clothes more often than the girls did in the segments I watched.

Not only are these young men very concerned with good grooming, they are also in
touch with their emotions in a way that seems absolutely alien to me as I sit writing this
review on Super Bowl Sunday, our annual celebration of all that is testosterone-laden.
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At one point in the story, Tsukasa, the current love interest, tells Tsukushi, our heroine,
that he's glad they are forced by circumstances to spend some time alone together
because he feels they need to "open up to each other." She assumes he really means
that he wants time to convince her to have sex with him. But no. He really, really
means that he wants the two of them to talk about their feelings for each other and the
problems each is having with his or her family.

Feelings are of utmost importance in this series. For example, the artwork employs
four different visual techniques just to convey the emotion of embarrassment. First,
there's the standard red streaks on the cheeks. Second is the more exotic blue
forehead of discomfiture. This is used when characters are humiliated, somewhat
outraged, and made so uncomfortable they're a little sick. If things go further, it might
make a character's eyes go from huge to tiny black specks indicating that the situation
has become cartoonishly ridiculous. Finally, and worst of all, a character's eyes can
turn into spirals while they have little bubbles floating around their head. This means
that the individual is about to pass out from sheer mortification. That's a lot of
embarrassment, isn't it? In a typical half-hour segment, the cast of Boys Over Flowers
goes through more instances and degrees of shame than Paris Hilton can generate in
a week.

We see events through the eyes of Tsukushi, a girl from a poor family who is for some
reason attending high school with some very wealthy and snobbish young people. The
wealthiest and snobby-est of these, Tsukasa, has fallen in love with her. The viewer
hears what Tsukushi is thinking much more often than we hear what she is saying.
She actually speaks very little. Usually she's too embarrassed to say anything. The
bulk of the show consists of shots of little Tsukushi's enormous, Elijah Woods eyes
sparkling with emotion as she endures the slings and arrows of her outrageous fortune.
As frequently happens in teen romances, nothing goes right for this poor girl. Her
mother gives her a bad haircut. The cookies she bakes burn. She goes to a party she
thinks is going to be casual and it turns out to be formal. Tsukasa's mother hates her
and tries to bribe her into saying she won't see him again. At the beginning of the DVD,
she's in the hospital because a gang of thugs assaulted her.

After two hours of watching these characters getting slapped, abused, ostracized, and
embarrassed, I began to wonder about the inherent violence that is a standard part of
the romance genre. Outsiders assume that romance stories focus on lovers spending
time enjoying each other's company. Insiders know the opposite is true. Romances
spend most of their time and energy setting up impossible barriers to love and
happiness. I know the course of true love is never smooth, but really... It's almost
masochistic, isn't it? Why do so many unpleasant things happen to heroines of
romances? Why is the life expectancy of the typical female character on the Lifetime
channel so short?

You can ponder these and other pleasant Valentine's Day thoughts as you enjoy this
attractively packaged anime series from VIZ.
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Star Trek: To Reign in Hell -- the Exile of Khan Noonian Singh
by Greg Cox
Published by Pocket Books

Reviewed by Kathryn Ramage

To Reign in Hell begins with Kirk, Spock, and McCoy beaming
down to Ceti Alpha V. As they explore the site of Khan's
abandoned colony, they discover a series of caves beneath the
desert surface. In these caves, they find not only Marla McGivers'
tomb, but another, unoccupied tomb intended for Khan that
contains McGivers' records of the first months of the colony, and
Khan's written journal.

What follows is an extended flashback -- the bulk of the story --
told from Khan's and Marla's point of view, beginning when Kirk
leaves them on the planet immediately after the series' episode
"The Space Seed," and ending on the day when the hapless
Chekov and Captain Terrell stumble upon the colony in The
Wrath of Khan. Between these two points lies an engaging story.

Readers who haven't seen The Wrath of Khan recently and may have forgotten some
of the key plot elements are reminded in Kirk et al's introductory scenes: a neighboring
planet will explode six months
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after Khan and his Botany
Bay colonists arrive, turning
Ceti Alpha V into a nearly
unlivable desert; Marla will be
killed by one of those nasty
little eel-creatures that crawl
into people's ears. There is
therefore no surprise nor
suspense about the fate of
the colony when Khan and
Marla begin to tell their tale --
these events will inevitably
occur -- and yet Cox makes
their story compelling.

The story takes place in two
parts: The first tells of the first six months of the colony's existence, before the disaster,
as they try to make a new home on an Pleistocenic world, hunting bison-like beasts on
a vast prairie, and being hunted in turn by sabre-toothed cats. Marla faces the hostility
of Khan's people, who consider her a traitor and an inferior being who lives only under
Khan's protection. Khan has to deal with dissention in his ranks -- not only because of
his affection for Marla, but because some of his followers, noticing that his plans to
take over the Earth or even over the Enterprise haven't gone very well, have lost faith
in his leadership. The second half of the story begins with the explosion of Ceti Alpha
VI and the destruction of Ceti Alpha V.

It's in the second part that the story becomes most harrowing.
The survivors of the colony are forced to flee into the caves and it
is Khan's will to live -- and his growing desire to have his revenge
on Kirk, whom he comes to blame for all that has happened --
that keeps them alive. Khan never gives up the fight to survive
even as the dying, poisoned world of Ceti Alpha V grows

increasingly hostile, and even as he faces a growing dissention from his followers that
eventually turns into outright treachery. By the time Chekov and Terrell arrive and
accidentally discover the remains of the colony, we see exactly how and why Khan has
become the madman whose hunger for vengeance drives the plot of The Wrath of
Khan.

In the midst of this harsh tale of survival, there are some nice little
pieces of Trek continuity that I must note I appreciated. We see
how Khan injured his hand -- hence the glove he wears
throughout The Wrath of Khan -- as well as a rather interesting
explanation for how the multi-racial band of exiles near Khan's
own age seen in "The Space Seed," are replaced by the
considerably younger, Aryan-looking group of followers seen in
the film.
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Mr. Darcy Takes a Wife: Pride and Prejudice Continues
By Linda Berdoll

476 pages 
Published by Landmark 
ISBN: 1402202733
476 Pages, $16.95

Reviewed by Lene Taylor

Dear Readers, this is a bad book. I hate to start off a review so bluntly, but we should
have no secrets from each other, you and I. I've seen this book referred to many times
as a sequel, which it is certainly not, if you accept the definition of "sequel" as "A
literary, dramatic, or cinematic work whose narrative continues that of a preexisting
work." The narrative of Mr. Darcy does many things, but it does not continue the
narrative of the classic novel by Jane Austen.

Publishing fanfiction as actual fiction is quite the trend these days. It's grown beyond its
origins in the Star Trek and Star Wars universes to include "sequels" to Emma,
Wuthering Heights, and Rebecca, to name just a few. (Rosencrantz & Guildenstern
Are Dead is an actual work of art all by itself and is in no way a sequel.) Publishers
must be having multiple orgasms over this discovery: hire some low-level editor to
scour the web for half-decent fanfic about a book that's in the public domain, slap a
classical cover on it, and watch it sell a million copies. Extra points if it has lots of
explicit sex, and if the author is a Big Name Fan with a built-in fanbase.
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This book, therefore, gets about 500 points right off, since it has more explicit sex
scenes in it than the last book I read from Torquere Press. The amusement of reading
about Darcy and Elizabeth fucking, even with the endless variety of faux-Georgian
euphemisms for sex and genitalia, wears thin pretty quickly and one begins to wish for
Jane and Bingley to join them in a foursome. The authoress, apparently, forgot to
include a plot in the first 2/3 of the book and so the last 60 pages are crammed with
birth, death, war, and all manner of shocking paternity revelations. Darcy lives;
Elizabeth lives; they have twins. There. Now you don’t need to read it.

Mr. Darcy Takes a Wife (*takes* a wife – get it? Nudge nudge, wink wink) is a badly
written book as well, with misspellings and impossible word use galore. This is perhaps
my favorite exhange between our two randy lovebirds:

She mouthed the words, "I love you."
He wordlessly said, "I know."

I laughed for 10 minutes over that. While perusing some of the reviews on
Amazon.com, I noticed that some fans of this book defended the author's excessively
convoluted style as satire, trying to out-Austen Austen, I suppose. The same excuse is
given for all the sex – of course it's nothing like Pride and Prejudice, it's a comedy! It’s
a rollicking, bawdy homage!

Well, you know what? It's bullshit. You can’t have it both ways. If you're going to write a
comedy, you can't fill it with dead children, suffering, and emotional pain; if you're going
to write satire, your pen had better be as sharp as a boning knife and you damn well
better know the difference between "prone" and "supine". It's as if the author is saying
"If you liked it, then I wrote a good book; if you thought it was bad, then I meant it as
satire and you missed the point." Hedging your bets is no way to write a novel.

In closing, dear readers, let me say how glad I am that I did not purchase this book. I
read it on a dare from a friend and I will be happy to return it to her. You owe me lunch,
JK.

Replies: 1 Comment

As a mere high school student, I can’t possibly say that my opinion holds any weight on
the subject, but I must say, I am a huge Pride and Prejudice fan, like so many of us
are. (I’m not much of a romantic either, so this was actually quite shocking.) Elizabeth
and Darcy are two of my all time favorite characters amongst the books I have read, so
yes, I was thrilled to see a wide variety of sequels. Although Jane Austen’s brilliance
can be characterized by her amazing writing abilities, I found to have loved her
characters and the plot, much more than the style. So, for those of you who are
reading this book only because you love Jane Austen, I find this book doesn’t capture
her writing abilities and you may not necessarily like it, unless you go in with an open
mind. But for those like myself, who are reading this book to find a much anticipated
ending to Austens’ beloved characters, this is definitely the book for you. Now to my
opinion of the book – as most have mentioned, the explicit bedroom scenes were, to
my virgin ears, a bit too graphic, but to an adult, this book might not be so bad. (For
those who might assume it couldn’t be as bad as everybody is making it out to be, think
again. I almost felt a need to attend church after I read the beginning chapters.) But
after awhile, the graphic scenes died down. Other than that and the fact that it was, at

http://www.torquerepress.com/
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times, extremely verbose and after every other sentence I had to pick up a dictionary, I
found those to be the only two minor deficiencies of the book. In the end, I actually
found the book to be quite intriguing and I was completely absorbed in the book for
about a week and every time I wasn’t reading the book, I was thinking about it and
wondering what was going to happen next. The book is long, yes, but at the very end, I
found myself slowing my reading pace to savor every last word-I didn’t want it to finish.
But now that it’s officially over, I find that I’m still thinking about it constantly. To me, the
book was exciting, well organized, and absolutely fascinating. It made me laugh, cry,
and pound my pillow amidst all the action. It was a perfect ending to the perfect book
and now that it’d over, I find myself bored with all other books and am quite sad that it’s
over. I could read the other sequels, but I found this one to be utterly perfect and if I
read another, I’d feel the authenticity and genuineness of Mr. Darcy Takes a Wife
would disappear. I absolutely enjoyed this book and on a scale of one to ten, it’s
definitely a eight and a half.

Posted by Alyse @ 06/14/2005 03:18 PM PST
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Fiddler on the Roof
Minskoff Theatre

200 West 45th Street
New York, NY
Opening 26 Feb 2004
Closing Open-Ended

Reviewed by Janine Fennick

My parents actually saw the original production of this play twice although never with
Zero Mostel, sadly. The first time he was out sick and was understudied by Harry Goz
(yes, all you Sealab 2021 fans, THAT Harry Goz). The second time, he'd left and Harry
Goz had actually taken over the role as his own. I've only seen amateur productions of
it. And we had much better seats that I thought we would get. Anyway: the show was
very good. Harvey Fierstein was an amazing Tevye and I liked Andrea Martin as Golde
too. The guy playing Motel (John Cariani) was a little over the top, the guy playing
Perchik (Robert Petkoff) was both adorable (in an odd Danny Masterson sort of way)
and had a GORGEOUS tenor -- probably the best voice in the show and all of the girls
playing the daughters were really good.

The staging was interesting. The story was, well, Fiddler on the Roof. The music was
great -- but then again, I've had those songs ingrained in my brain since I was about a
year old. It's amazing that I knew nearly all the words to all the songs (except for one
I'm pretty certain had been added in for the new production) and that some of them
could still make me verklempt. Afterwards, my mom and I were joking about her
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grandfather, my great-grandfather, who I knew (he died when I was about 9) and how
much he was like Tevye (mainly the dairy man, immigrant thing). Overall, it was really
good. I'd pay to see Harvey Fierstein read a phone book anyway. And, despite some of
the reviews, he was incredibly butch as Tevye so it wasn't like he was the Sissy
Dairyman or anything. You could also see he truly loved the role and it meant a lot to
him.

Upon leaving, I heard a couple discussing (and debating) whether a 10 year old kid
could understand the story or not. WTF? It's not that complex a show. It's not that
esoteric a subject. Maybe you'd have to explain a little bit about czarist Russia to a 10
year old kid or a little bit about Jewish culture to a goyishe kid but I've always thought it
was a pretty good family-oriented show. People are weird some times.
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The Martian War
by Gabriel Mesta
Publisher Pocket Books
Release date: May 2005

Review by Chad Denton

Full disclosure: I'm actually not too knowledgeable on the works
of H.G. Wells, beyond what everyone else tends to know: the
Morlocks, Martian invaders dying from the common cold, and the
man that went around the world in 80 days (oops, wrong science-
fiction pioneer...). And unfortunately I know even less about the
man's biography. Gabriel Mesta's "The Martian War" is, above

all, a homage to not only Wells and his body of works, but to the man itself, so it reads
like an odd but easy mix of fiction and biography. Here we find a young H.G. Wells,
whose career is just beginning, is drawn into a secret British agency experimenting with
'high-concept' science, such as anti-gravity alloys and an invisibility formula. After it's
revealed that a newly discovered alien civilization on Mars is planning an invasion of
Earth in order to take a fresh stock of slaves to work on maintaining Mars' dying
ecosystem, Wells, his fiancé Jane, and his old teacher Professor Huxley are
accidentally sent to the Moon and later to Mars, where they find themselves given the
impossible task of thwarting an entire civilization.

The basic concept is like Alan Moore's "League of Extraordinary Gentlemen," except
real-life figures as well as fictional characters are thrown in the mix. Further the setting
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is in our world and the narrative posits that Wells received his inspiration from the
eccentric characters he meets and bizarre adventures he has, so we have Wells meet
a Dr. Griffen, find a society where the high caste has become utterly dependent on a
mass slave class, running into a real-life Dr. Moreau, and so on. The book's actions are
split between the adventures of our Victorian trio and between a diary describing an
early encounter between Dr. Moreau and Percival Lowell (a late nineteenth century
astronomer who promoted the theory that there were artificial canals visible on Mars)
and a Martian scout, whom the two hubristic scientists mistake for an ambassador.

It's a fun concept, but it is a little hard to swallow that a top-
secret agency tirelessly developing unorthodox and
incredibly potent devices and weapons for a nation with thinly
disguised imperialistic dreams would let someone write
widely published novels based on their top scientists, most
powerful inventions, and other classified information they
have gathered. Still, Mesta runs through nineteenth century
scientific theories, early modern cosmology (outer space is
still outer space, but the moon has oxygen and even sustains
an ecosystem), bits and characters taken from Wells' novels,
and Victorian culture with a classic pulp sensibility. Even the
tone of the book feels more like a pre-World War II
adventure (I smiled at the naiveté our heroes have when
they confront the Martians) than a modern novel. While I
didn't have the background to fully immerse myself in
Mesta's pulp-ish adventure, it was still a quick, fun read with simple but appealing
characters and an eye toward the underappreciated strangeness of early science
fiction and speculative nineteenth century science.

(Many thanks to Head Designs for the HG Wells and "friend" graphic. Ed)
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Rurouni Kenshin, vol. 10
by Nobuhiro Watsuki
Publisher: VIZ

The title of this manga means "Wandering Kenshin," and
"Kenshin" is the main character's name. In Japanese his name is
written with the character ken meaning "sword" and the character
shin meaning "heart/mind/will." So the title also alludes to the
idea of a wandering swordsman. And when written with a
different set of characters, the word "kenshin" can also mean
"devotion."

Though Kenshin is not technically a samurai, the plot resembles
that of a typical samurai story, except that it is set in the Meiji period, a time when
Japan was becoming Westernized and the era of the samurai was ending. The story is
fictional, but the surrounding events are based on real Japanese history. If this sounds
a lot like Vagabond, it is actually quite different. Where Vagabond is dark, gritty, and
realistic, Rurouni Kenshin has a more playful feel, with a romantic sub-plot, some
fantasy elements, and many humorous interludes.

Kenshin, an ex-assassin who has given up killing, now carries a "reversed" sword
(meaning that the dull edge is where the sharp edge should be) called a sakabato. This
is only one of many unusual swords to be found in this episode. Another character
owns a double-bladed sword and a sword with a blade so thin that it functions more
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like a whip (or like Ivy's sword in Soul Calibur 2). In this episode, Kenshin searches for
a new sakabato to replace his broken one. Of course, being an ex-assassin he still has
many enemies, so there is plenty of conflict and suspense.

Rurouni Kenshin is a complex story, and includes some untranslated Japanese words.
Luckily, there is a glossary in the back that defines many key terms, and other
information about Japanese History is available online. This is a very entertaining
manga, and I would recommend it.
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Hana Yori Dango - Boys over Flowers
Story and Art by: Yoko Kamio
Published by: VIZ

Review by Kathy LaFollett

The title alone carries a story for the Shojo fan.

Some say Yoko Kamio created a pun from the Japanese proverb
"Sweets over Flowers", which suggests choosing the practical
(food) over the ethereal (flowers). Changing the kanji of "dango"
changed the pronunciation to read boys instead of sweets.

An alternative interpretation in Japan suggests that Hana Yori Dango is used as a joke
in reference to the Hana-mi festival in Japan celebrating the annual arrival of cherry-
blossoms. During the festival, people gather outside, and picnic under full, blossoming,
sakura trees not bothering to pay attention to the flowers themselves. Leaving the
proverb that people pay more attention to everyday things (the "dango") rather than
cherish the beauty of the cherry-blossoms (the "hana").

As proverb or pun, Yoko Kamio seems to suggest before even
turning a page in her book, that one should never miss the forest
for the trees.
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Inside the pages of issues 7 and 8 of Boys over Flowers, Yoko
Kamio offers the storyline of high school romance, struggles,
peer pressure, and angst.

We have Tsukushi Makino, our leading young lady. Sweet,
innocent, and poor. Her parents consistently hounding her to find
a rich boy to date and then marry. They are so driven to this end,
her parents forsake all financial good sense to send her to the
elitist School, Eitoku High School.

Tsukasa Domyoji, Rui Hanazawa, Sojiro Nishikado the pinnacle boys of the infamous
F4. A High School gang who, through the influence of their parent's money and their
personal intimidation rule Eitoku High School.

Surrounding the lead characters are typical Manga personalities that intertwine, impact,
and generally keep the dizzying pace of Shojo Manga rolling.

Melodrama at it's height is the flavor of HYD. Extreme emotions bounce off each
character creating a chaotic roller coaster of feelings. A true to life expression of High
School life. Everything is life or death.

In Book 7, Tsukushi defends a friend and butts heads with the F4. She becomes the
target of their bullying, and head games. Throughout the ebb and flow of the F4
bullying she becomes attracted to Tsukasa, the leader of the F4, an oppressive self-
centered maniacal boy who, on a good day, can act much like a loving boyfriend. This
teetering emotional walk only complicates Tsukushi's mind and heart.

Rui Hanazawa, Tsukasa's best friend and member of the F4, has been absent through
earlier books, but he has always been an object of Tsukushi's affections and interest.
Rui returns from France in Book 7, to follow his own love, Shizuka Todo. Alas, Shizuka
accepts the marriage proposal of another even more wealthy and successful boy
forcing Rui to step aside.

Rui and Tsukushi find themselves alone on a beach sharing the heartache, and a kiss.

If this reads like an American Soap Opera, then you have grasped the backbone of
Hana Yori Dango.

Book 8 opens with Tsukasa witnessing the kiss between Rui and Tsukushi on the
beach. He declares the end of his relationship with both Tsukushi and Rui, whom he
casts out of the F4. Tsukasa's sister, Tsubaki, arrives to add even more drama and
stereotypical manga pace to the angst. Tsubaki, a highly successful fashion model has
returned from a long stay in America. She has also returned with an American Attitude.
Throughout Book 8 Tsubaki smacks Tsukasa down (literally) for every selfish moment
he creates. She involves herself heavily even to the point of telling Tsukushi to give up
on her brother.

Throughout the extreme emotional play Tsukushi actually waffles between Rui and
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Tsukasa.

Hana Yori Dango, is a huge hit on many continents and now a running theme for
movies, books, and anime online. Yoko Kamio truly leaves a footprint in the genre of
Manga/Anime. Her artistic abilities and writing define the art itself on many different
levels. Melodrama, featured static character portraits, emoticon like graphics,
suggestive topography, the works. Yoko Kamio has defined her style and raised the
bar for other Shojo artists.

Replies: 2 comments

i think this manga book is awesome!!! i just love the way tsukushi makino stand up to
the F4!!! GIRL PRIDE!!!!!

Posted by Ka Ying Moua @ 04/25/2005 05:14 PM PST

Want to leave a comment?

Posted by Editor @ 01/12/2006 07:16 AM PST

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

http://www.emerchandise.com/browse/BOFLOWERS/a:V1115
mailto:hmong_girl14@yahoo.com
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 01/31/2005: "Manga Review: Boys Over Flowers, vol 7 and 8"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000260.htm[4/27/2019 3:29:48 PM]

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 01/30/2005: "Manga Review: Shaman King 5"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000259.htm[4/27/2019 3:29:52 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Anime Review: Inuyasha, Vol 26"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Manga
Review: Boys Over Flowers, vol 7 and 8"]

01/30/2005 Archived Entry: "Manga Review: Shaman King 5"

Shaman King 5
by Hiroyuki Takei
Published by VIZ

Yoh Asakura, a young Japanese shaman, has entered the
"Shaman Fight," a tournament to decide who will be the next
Shaman King. The tournament showcases shamans from many
different cultures. First Yoh matches up against the Ainu shaman
Horohoro, who uses snow and ice magic and even rides a
snowboard while fighting. Then Yoh must battle Faust VIII, a
necromancer descended from the original Dr. Faust.

Silva, one of the tournament supervisors, thinks Yoh should
forfeit this match rather than risk his life against Faust, who has already killed another
shaman during a match. But Anna, Yoh's tough young fiancee, will not hear of it. In a
very entertaining sequence, she refers to Faust as a "corpse jockey" and insists that
Yoh must fight him.

When Faust VIII first arrives, his odd clothing and formal speech patterns make him
seem almost comical. But when he raises an army of the undead to fight Yoh, things
really get creepy. In fact, this manga contains some disturbing moments, such as when
Faust inflicts a gruesome surgery on Yoh's friend Manta. But by using plenty of humor
to balance things out, Shaman King 5 turns out to be a brilliant combination of creepy
and cute.
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(See also: Shaman King: Master of Spirits for Gameboy Advance)
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Inuyasha
Curse of the Generations, vol. 26
Brothers in Arms, Vol. 26
Based on the comic by Rumiko Takahashi
Produced by Yomuri TV/VIZ.

Review by Kelly Taylor

Imagine that you are a television producer in a hypothetical
foreign country. You are in charge of finding programs for young
adults. You buy a bundle of American television series that

feature teenaged characters. In the box next to "Totally Raven" and Phil of the Future
you find Buffy the Vampire Slayer. When you screen the series, you are surprised by
the presence of parody, satire, and self-referential jokes in what you assumed was a
series aimed at 8-14 year olds. You are horrified by the amount graphic violence and
are completely bumfuzzled by the irreverent sexual humor. What do you do? Do you
dive in with the scissors and edit like a mad dog? Do you bowdlerize scenes that seem
odd or inappropriate? Do you simply let puzzling or troubling lines go untranslated? Do
you slap a parental guidance sticker on it and let the chips fall where they may? Do you
work for years producing a lovingly accurate translation with footnotes?

(Here's a clue: if you picked the "with footnotes option," odds are that you do not and
probably never will work in the broadcast industry. Also, the nation you imagined is
really probably a college instead of a country.)
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These are the unenviable choices faced by the English translators of the works of
Rumiko Takahashi. Takahashi, the author of anime classics like Urusei Yatsura,
Maison Ikkoku and Ranma 1/2, writes for a more mature audience. And when I say,
"mature," I mean Adult Swim mature, not Anna Karenina mature. Cartoons in Japan
are not exclusively for children like they are in the U.S. Anime encompasses kid
cartoons like Pokemon, adult cartoons like Akira, and teen-to-college-age cartoons
like Inuyasha. The anime market in Japan is much more like the comic book market in
the U.S. In other words, there's the equivalent of Richie Rich and Archie, but there's
also Maus and Love and Rockets with a lot of Teen Titans and The Amazing X-Men in
between.

Like Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Inuyasha is simultaneously an engaging example of a
supernatural action/adventure series and a parody of the conventions and pretensions
of that genre. As on Buffy, Inuyasha alternates between "continuity" episodes that
further the plotline of the struggle between Inuyasha and his brother or the half-demon
Naraku and comic "character" episodes that center around defeating an interesting foe
and/or giving the minor characters some face time.

The plot shares a great deal with
Takahashi's Fire Tripper series from the
1980's in which a Japanese schoolgirl
travels through a dimensional portal to
the past and meets a powerful warrior...
Speaking of power, let me just get this
out of the way... Inuyasha, the hero of
this story, has a really big sword. It's not
only outrageously big; it expands at

moments of extreme need. His mentors all tell him that he needs Kagome, the heroine
of this story, to help him learn how to control and use his sword, but he prefers to
experiment with it on his own. His older brother is murderously jealous because
Inuyasha inherited this really big, powerful, expanding sword from their father while he
got a smaller, less powerful sword. Nothing Freudian here, right? Now I am just going
to quietly leave the valley of phallic symbol jokes and move right along without making
further comment. You, however, may remain here as long as you care to.

As is her habit, Rumiko Takahashi started this series with a reasonable number of
characters. However, by season three where this collection of episodes takes place,
the cast has reached epic proportions. You know, I think that's what happens to the
anime adaptations of her manga. They aren't cancelled. They just reach critical mass
and collapse under the weight of their own opening credits.

At first I didn't particularly like Kagome, the Japanese schoolgirl who falls through a
magical well to Japan's mythical past. She's a ninth-grade schoolgirl who behaves,
surprisingly, like a ninth-grade schoolgirl. She's cute and spunky, but can also be
pushy, silly, over-confident, and inarticulate. She is resourceful and brave, but might
also panic, over-react, or drop everything to play matchmaker or argue with Inuyasha.
Kagome grows on you, though. She's a refreshing change from the standard anime
female who can be easily positioned on the standard female characterization
continuum set with good, helpless virgins on one end and evil, self-reliant whores on
the other. (This "range" for female characters is standard in other cultures, too...
Cultures whose name I will not mention... except to say their initials are U.S. ... In fact,
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in most cultures, if you find a female character who is a good, self-reliant virgin, you are
probably either reading a children's book or a book written by a woman... Not that I'm
bitter, or anything...)

Unlike most characters caught in an alternate dimension, Kagome can travel back
through the enchanted well to her own home. Thus we don't have to waste a lot of time
listening to her moan about wanting to go home, when we know good and well the
series will be over when she does and that she'll be totally bored once she gets there.
Kagome brings back useful items like her bike, medical supplies, and ramen noodles -
which are a big hit in mystical feudal Japan, let me tell you.

Men, on the other hand, are dogs... Or at least half-dogs. Inuyasha, whose name
literally means dog-demon (and you have to wonder about parents who decided to go
with "Dog-Demon" for their baby instead of Justin, Brandon, or Troy, don't you?) is a
teen-aged half-demon trying to grow up, come to terms with his mixed heritage, and
get control of that expanding sword-thing like I said before and am still not making any
jokes about. Inuyasha will be a very familiar character to fans of Ranma 1/2. Inuyasha,
like Ranma, can best be described using contradictory descriptors. He is arrogant,
naïve, proud, cute, mean, ambitious, abrupt, and vulnerable. The creators of the series
even got the same voice actor who played Ranma to voice the role.

The art style is standard big-eyed Japanese pop, but with little touches of subtlety here
and there. For instance when Miroku and Sango are having an highly charged
emotional moment where they are strenuously not expressing their true feelings for
each other, the camera pulls back to watch a snail crawl across a leaf, giving us a nice
visual metaphor for how slow subjective time is passing for these characters. Not
Kurosawa by any means, but a lot more arty than what you're going to get in Dragon
Ball Z.

VIZ has delivered the collected series in a nice, three episode, DVD packages.
Episodes are presented unedited, with all the un-family-hour sex and violence intact.
Viewers have a choice to watch in English or Japanese, with or without subtitles. If
you're a fan who prefers to watch in English without subtitles, you're probably sick to
death of hearing pretentious anime snobs like me tell you that Japanese shows are
better in Japanese. Well, all I have to say in response to that is, "Dude, it's like totally
better in Japanese." (See how using the words "dude," "like," and "totally" has
completely sucked all the pretentiousness out of that statement?) The English
translation isn't bad and the American voice actors aren't horrible, but they're... just not
as good as the original.

The American voice actors don't put enough emotional shading into their performances
to really convey the dramatic impact and charm of this series. For example, the
Japanese actor who voices Sesshomaru, Inuyasha's half-brother, clearly conveys
through his use of pitch and intonation that this is an aristocratic character who, despite
the fact he tightly restrains his emotions, is filled with bitterness and malice. The
American actor's voice gives you the impression that Sesshomaru is really fond of
Vicodan. The American playing Inuyasha gives him with the same "Golly-gee, Batman"
teen-aged hero voice you might hear on Digimon. He completely fails to capture the
tough but vulnerable characteristics that make the Japanese Inuyasha so... well, sexy,
in a cartoon sort of way. Most importantly, the American actors simply do not have
mastery of the vocal acrobatics that the Japanese actors perform to clearly convey the
sense of "Okay, now we're going to switch from high melodrama to low comedy... And
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now we're back to being serious again!" For me, it's these rapid gear-shifts between
deadly earnest drama and dead-on parody that make the series clever, goofy fun
instead of just goofy.

If I have one complaint to direct towards the good people at VIZ who have provided us
with these lovely, pristine, unedited versions of episodes from this series (by the way,
thank you, good people at VIZ!) it is that since this is a DVD, not broadcast television, I
would like to have the footnoted version. I'd like more extras than just the Japanese
promos and a few sketches. Granted, Inuyasha isn't as complex as Ranma 1/2 (in
which, for example, one character has a name that is a pun in four different languages),
but I would still love to at least have a page that gives American viewers a little
background on the pieces of Japanese folklore, history, or popular culture referenced
in each episode.

If you like your horror/action/adventure with a heaping side dish of romantic comedy
and aren't morally offended by the thought of having to read while you watch television,
try Inuyasha from VIZ in the original Japanese. Trust me, your love for the series will
grow like a rapidly expanding, huge, mystical sword-thing!
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Wild Com.
By Yumi Tamura
Published by: VIZ
Visit: http://www.viz.com

Yumi Tamura presents Shojo offering an insightful and heartfelt
viewpoint on the ethereal side of life's possibilities and
probabilities.

Yumi proves through wild com. that her awards, 1983
Shogakukan Grand Prize for new artist and 1993 Shogakukan
Manga Award for Best Female-Oriented Managa, announced her
place in Manga heritage.

Wild Com. contains three short graphic stories. "Psychic Squad Wild Com" tells of a
heroine struggling with the denial of her psychic abilities, powers that could spell life or
death for those around her. She is faced not only with the challenge to accept and
embrace the idea of being different, but what to do with the powers that make her
different: good or evil, waste or profit, hide or step out for the betterment of man. Our
young heroine has serious decisions at a young age.

"The Beasts of June" tells the tale of urban violence, of two souls lost in the grip of
corruption and greed. How does one, after selling their soul to the devil for short term
escape, find a way to release their soul over the long term? Two people facing the
same struggle but not in concert. They each have their own reasons for staying and
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leaving, yet they must join together to find the one path that would lead them out of the
grips of evil. Yumi offers the insightful visuals of an ancient story of the dragon and the
dragonfly to open the view into our lead characters' struggles as well as characteristics.
In so much as nature has it's cycles, struggles, and natural outcomes dictated by
instinct, so too, do humans.

"The Eye of the Needle" offers a macabre thriller wrapped in the age old story of fame
and fortune. Yumi offers art that sustains the heavy pace and edginess throughout the
piece. Finally tuned, the end is not what you expected. I found myself thinking that this
particular storyline could easily be a feature in The Twilight Zone. Very well done.

There is a quiet sweetness to Yumi's work. She expresses the weight of personal
struggles with beauty and care. Her visual and verbal abilities have a wide range of
strength, Yumi is able to offer love, hate, murder, and romance with a simple and
powerful stroke of pen and ink.

Her art is expressive and completely balanced with textual additions. The reader does
not so much "read" her stories but travels through them visually.

At the end of the book of three stories we are given an inside view of Yumi herself.
She scribbles quick drawings with personal writings. It is a journal of the artist and I
found these pages to be an insightful and personal gift from the artist.
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Flight, Volume One
Edited by Kazu Kibuishi
Publisher: Image Comics

Review by Tom Good

"I believed, deep in my heart of hearts, that one day I'd find a genie lamp in a desert
- and wish to fly, first thing." (from I Wish by Vera Brosgol)

Have you ever noticed how few out-of-body experiences seem to involve burrowing
into the earth? On the other hand, dreams about flying feel inspirational and
uplifting. Notice that word: uplifting. Our language encodes our desire for flight into
that word, as well as in expressions like "flying high," "walking on air," "on cloud

nine," and many others. Why is "earthbound" a disparaging term? What is it about flight that we find so
inspiring?

Flight, Vol. 1, a collection of comics by twenty different artists, explores the literal and metaphorical
aspects of flight. Flying squirrels take to the sky here, but so do whales, pigs, and penguins. Zeppelins,
biplanes, circus performers, and winged girls also appear in these twenty-four stories. There are even a
few actual birds.

Most of the artists featured here have web comics or some form of web presence, and the full list of links
can be found in the sidebar at Flight's main page. One of my favorite stories was Deep Blue by Phil
Craven, a tale of a "flying" penguin, which has an online preview. I also really enjoyed the boy-and-his-
dog adventures of Copper, and after reading the two episodes in Flight I found more available on the
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web.

Though it may have roots online, Flight succeeds as a printed book, with beautiful colors on high-quality
glossy paper. The stories and art have enough variety to offer something for everyone, so I would
recommend it to all comics fans. I am looking forward to Volume 2.
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Star Trek - New Frontier: Stone and Anvil
By: Peter David
Published by: Pocket Books
Visit: http://www.simonsays.com/st
available as a downloadable eBook

StarFleet meets the Island of Dr. Moreau, only
better.

Review by Kathy LaFollett

A crewman is murdered aboard the USS Trident, all evidence
including DNA from the victims points to Ensign Jano of the USS

Excalibur. Enter Mackenzie Calhoun. Calhoun serves up serious character
development and charm. The reader will find themselves drawn into his life, and past.
Calhoun, being a friend of Janos for years, cannot believe his trusted friend could be
the killer and immediately launches an investigation into the crime.

The murder soon escalates into a full-fledged diplomatic crisis that threatens to pit
Calhoun and Captain Elizabeth Shelby against the United Federations of Planets as
well as Captain Jean Luc Picard of the Enterprise.

Shelby presents a fascinating ying to Calhouns yang. The storyline between these two
powerful individuals is laced icing on the cake.
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The reader is given a cameo appearance from Mr. Spock in this great tale. More icing
indeed.

The story is laid out with such finesse and lilting chronology that the reader will find
themselves thoroughly engrossed easily passing through the book without concern for
time or page number. We are allowed to see cause and effect while reading through
the Then and Now of our main characters. The reader is introduced to their entry into
academy, as well as their lives prior to that entrance. The hindsight view adds depth
and personal knowledge enriching each page.

A fine piece of writing and storytelling. I was sad to see the last page.
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Wildfire - Book Number Six in the Star Trek SCE Series
By Keith R. A. DeCandido, David Mack, and J. Steven York and
Christina F. York
Published by Pocket Books, November 2004

Review by John D. Groper

My editor asked me, rhetorically I think, why it took so many
people to write one book of fewer than 400 pages. The simple
answer is that the book is a collection of three short stories by
different authors. The stories were originally published in e-book
format during 2002 and 2003. The SCE series relates adventures
of the Starfleet Corps of Engineers, a division of Starfleet, the
exploratory arm of The United Federation or Planets (The

Federation,) for whom the legendary Captain James T. Kirk, Commander Spock and
their compatriots of the starship Enterprise served, and whose exploits have been so
voluminously recorded. And I do mean voluminously. Have you visited a major chain
bookstore recently and seen the number of titles in the Star Trek pantheon? As a point
of interest, I searched amazon.com's listings and found more than 900 titles. Quite a
collection! Not content to restrict themselves to novelizations based on the characters
in the ongoing series of Star Trek television shows, the franchise holders have
expanded their cast in much the same manner as George Lucas' Star Wars has also
done. You will find many of them reviewed here on the website of the J LHLS.

I am old enough to remember watching the original Star Trek in its first run on NBC,
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and occasionally still watch the latest incarnation: Enterprise, but I have only read one
previous volume in the ever-expanding print series. It was recommended to me by my
daughter, and was far better. I expected to enjoy this volume more than I did. The
series is about a starship with a crew composed primarily of engineers who travel the
galaxy solving problems that "normal" Starfleet ships would find impossible. As an
engineer myself, I would probably have titled the series "Star Tech" for all its focus on
technology. Technology is, of course, nothing new to the Star Trek series. Many of the
"tech toys" from the television series, including replicators and transporters, are now
well known - even to many in the general public who don't follow the series, either on
television or in print.

Following is a brief synopsis of the stories. To go into greater detail would reveal too
much of what happens, and spoil things for subsequent readers. Suffice to say that
heroes do tend to win out over incredible odds, although there are losses.

The initial story in this volume titled Enigma Ship is by the Yorks. It tells the story of the
sudden and mysterious disappearance of a Starfleet vessel, the Lincoln, from the
middle of a convoy. An SCE ship, the U.S.S. da Vinci, is sent to investigate, and
presumably to salvage the wreckage of the Lincoln. An invisible, slow-moving
"anomaly" has been discovered, and the Lincoln is presumed to have collided with it,
and disappeared inside. Given the greatly different velocities of the starship and the
anomaly, it is assumed that the starship has been destroyed in the collision. The story
continues with the investigation of the anomaly, named The Enigma.

The second title, War Stories, by Mr. DeCandido is a series of shorter tales. The author
uses a clever plot device of stolen starship log files to bring the reader a series of
adventures focusing on key personnel of the aforementioned U.S.S. da Vinci. We all
have our own individual "war stories" that do, in the telling, show who we were at some
point in the past, and thus illuminate how we came to be the people we are today.
Actors call them "back stories." Mr. DeCandido has written many volumes in the Star
Trek oeuvre, and definitely knows lots of the existing "back stories," and how important
they can be. As the creator of the SCE series, he is working to quickly create some of
them for the characters we will find in this series. As I said: clever.

The third title, Wildfire, by Mr. Mack gives its title to the collection, and fills nearly half
the book. Too bad he kills off some of the very characters that Mr. DeCandido so
carefully set up in War Stories! But fiction doesn't have to be linear, and we may find
some of these characters re-appearing in later volumes. Oddly, another starship has
gone missing in this tale, and the U.S.S. da Vinci and its crew are again on their way to
help. Space is a dangerous place, it seems. The ship must descend into the
atmosphere of a gas giant, encountering clouds of liquid hydrogen in their attempt to
reclaim a lost experimental device, a stellar-ignition device, code-named Wildfire. Why
Starfleet wants to blow up stars is a good question, but they do. And "something goes
terribly wrong," as the saying goes.

All in all, these are easy reads. Perhaps not up to the highest quality of a real good
"airplane book," but they would suffice. Also, eminently forgettable. If you need
something to read on a plane, you could do much worse (but much better too!)
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Krazy and Ignatz 1933-1934: Necromancy by the Blue Bean
Bush
By George Herriman
Edited by Bill Blackbeard and Derya Ataker
Designed by Chris Ware
Published by Fantagraphics Books, 2005

Review by Kelly Taylor

George Herriman's "Krazy Kat" is one of those works of artistry
that is simultaneously very simple and very difficult to explain.

Let's start with simple. "Krazy Kat" was a comic strip about the misadventures of a
crazy cat that ran in newspapers from 1916 to 1944. Okay, here's the hard part. How
do I start with this basic description and lead you to visualize "lyrical surrealist classic"
instead of "Garfield"?

For almost a century now, literary notables such as e.e. cummings and Umberto Eco
have been writing about this simple, crudely drawn comic strip. "Krazy Kat" was said to
be Woodrow Wilson's favorite comic strip (Wilson, in case you've forgotten, was an
American president who was famous for being smart -- if you can imagine that...). The
strip was also beloved by William Randolph Hearst -- which was important not because
Mr. Hearst was noted for his literary tastes, but because he published newspapers. He
continued to run "Krazy Kat" despite the fact that people were so agitated by the strip
that they wrote in to complain about it. Therefore many chains refused to run it (I have
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to say, this degree of animosity towards a lowly comic strip is a mystery to me. From
1982-1986 I did keep a running total of how many consecutive days I could read
"Family Circus" and never be tempted to laugh or smile. I just chalked it up to personal
cynicism and never wrote in to complain, though).

Like "Road Runner" cartoons, "Krazy Kat" only had one basic plotline that was iterated
daily for its entire run. Ignatz, the mouse, with aggression not normally associated with
mice, throws bricks at the head of Krazy, the cat. Officer Pup, the dog, puts Ignatz in
jail for doing so despite the fact that... well, now, here's the part where things start to
get complicated... Krazy Kat does not wish to press charges for assault. Krazy loves
Ignatz and takes each brick as proof of his love. Offisa Pup is in love with Krazy, who
seems unaware of his affection. And Ignatz is in love with... throwing bricks, I think. It's
hard to say. He's not overly affectionate towards anyone -- even his wife and children.

Although Offisa Pup and Ignatz are clearly identified as males, Krazy's gender is
something of a mystery. Readers are given contradictory clues and are left to draw
their own conclusions. Poet e.e. cummings came down of the female side of the
question. He describes the trio's relationships as follows, "To our softheaded altruist,
she is the adorably helpless incarnation of saintliness. To our hardhearted egoist, she
is the puzzlingly indestructible embodiment of idiocy. The benevolent overdog sees her
as an inspired weakling. The malevolent undermouse views her as a born target.
Meanwhile Krazy Kat, through double misunderstanding, fulfills her joyous destiny."

Gentle Reader, I hope you can sense that we have left the territory of the comic antics
of the likes of "Marmaduke" and have now moved on to the sweet plains of high
metaphor. Umberto Eco wrote of the strip's repetitive plot that, "It was thanks only to
this that the mouse's arrogance the dog's unrewarded compassion, and the cat's
desperate love could arrive at what critics felt was a genuine state of poetry, an
uninterrupted elegy based on sorrowing innocence. In a comic of this sort, the
spectator, not seduced by a flood of gags, by any realistic or caricatural reference, by
any appeal to sex and violence, freed then from the routine of a taste that led him to
seek in the comic strip the satisfaction of certain requirements, could thus discover the
possibility of a purely allusive world, a pleasure of a 'musical' nature, an interplay of
feelings that were not banal."

"Krazy Kat" was, to broadly paraphrase Jack Kerouac, a metaphor for...durn near
everything... Okay, that paraphrase got so broad I missed Kerouac entirely and wound
up paraphrasing Snuffy Smith instead. "Krazy Kat" is a simple story about passion --
the self-less, unreasoning, uncontrollable passion we humans sometimes feel for that
which, despite our fervor, does not necessarily have our best interests in mind. The
strip can therefore be seen as being commentary on relationships, religion, politics,
rebellion, masochism, existentialism... well, as I said before, durn near everything.

Krazy and Ignatz: Necromancy by the Blue Bean Bush is a particularly loving collection
of rare strips circa 1933-34 from the good people at Fantagraphics (who, if you're a big
fan of classic comics like I am, are already your best friends from way back). The
cover and interior artwork by Chris Ware are just nouveou-deco delicious. Or as I'm
sure Krazy would declare, "Werra priddy an' werra, werra gojjiss!"

For newcomers to the series, I will warn that the strips that appear in this volume are
chosen for their rarity, not their excellence. As a result, the reader gets an average
sampling of the comic instead of a "greatest hits" collection. That's not necessarily a
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bad thing. These strips were created before the death of Herriman's wife and the onset
of arthritis that caused a decline in the quality of the last few years of "Krazy Kat's" run.

For the collector, this volume is an unmitigated "I love you" brick to the head.
Herriman's artwork has been painstakingly restored in clear full-page form. The editors
have also unearthed publicity pieces about Herriman and samplings of other strips by
the artist. For the most part, I'm afraid these other comics are primarily of the "there
but for the grace of Krazy goes Herriman" variety. His non-Kat strips were remarkably
unremarkable. It gives one pause to consider that same person voted the best comic
artist of the 20th century by the editorial board of The Comics Journal and widely called
a genius could produce such uninspired, formulaic, and pedestrian works as "The
Amours of Marie Anne McGee."

I was intrigued to see that this volume contains a few examples of Herriman's non-Kat
strips that focus on African American characters. Although offensive by today's
standards, the sort of "darktown" humor sampled here was a staple of the time. The
strips interest me because in contradiction to all the self-penned publicity blurbs
included in this volume, Herriman was born in New Orleans, not Los Angeles. His birth
certificate records his race as "colored." George Herriman was a black man born in
New Orleans who died a white man in New York.

His African-American characters are drawn in accordance with the accepted
iconography of racial stereotyping of that day. Their heads are colored black except for
large circles of white around their eyes and mouth. Let your eyes drift across to the
next page and you may notice Krazy Kat's black head relieved only by his white-circled
eyes and mouth. Kinda adds another layer to a story about learning to love the bricks
thrown at your head, doesn't it? See, I told you. "Krazy Kat" is about durn near
everything...

Buy the book. Enjoy a simple cartoon. Think deep thoughts.

Get more Krazy (and Ignatz):

Krazy and Ignatz: There is a Heppy Land, Fur, Fur Away: The Complete Full-Page
Comic Strips 1925-1926

Krazy and Ignatz: Love Letters in Ancient Brick: The Complete Full-Page Comic Strips
1927-1928

Krazy and Ignatz: A Mice, A Brick, A Lovely Night: The Complete Full-Page Comic
Strips 1929-1930

Krazy and Ignatz: A Kat a'Lilt with Song: The Complete Full-Page Comic Strips 1931-
1932
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Startrek New Frontier: After the Fall
by Peter David
Publisher: Pocket Books

Review by Richard Mellott

I would recommend this book for those who are interested in how
this author is fleshing out his sector of the universe, which isn't
quite under the protection of the Federation. The 15th book in a
series, After the Fall by Peter David, takes place in the remnants
of the Thallonian Empire, now called the Thallonian Protectorate,
a loose confederation that Si Cwan, the offspring of the previous
Imperial family, is trying to strengthen. The various characters

whose life stories we are following include: Starfleet Captain Mackenzie Calhoun; his
thought-to-be-dead son, Xyon; Moke, an adopted Calhoun son, disturbed by the
reappearance of his older bro; Soleta, a half-breed Vulcan-Romulan, suffering the
dilemma of being unacceptable to both sides; Kalinda, the kidnapped sister of Si
Cwan, the love interest of the major plot.

I'm so old I have trouble remembering names and dates, so don't ask me in which
month or year I saw my first Star Trek serial show. I'm a science fiction fan turned book
reviewer in my decline. Go Figure! The Star Trek New Frontier series, to which I have
been newly introduced, seems geared to the sparse teenager sci-fi crowd, or the
average Trekkie. This novel reminded me of how eagerly I used to tune in to the

http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/biblio?inkey=62-074349184x-0&partner_id=28872
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/biblio?inkey=62-074349184x-0&partner_id=28872
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/biblio?inkey=62-074349184x-0&partner_id=28872
http://www.peterdavid.net/
http://www.simonsays.com/content/content.cfm?sid=44&pid=501030
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/biblio?inkey=62-074349184x-0&partner_id=28872


Archived Entry - 01/16/2005: "Trek book review: After the Fall"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000252.htm[4/27/2019 3:30:17 PM]

original Star Trek episodes on the little screen, back in the day.

Happily, I found this work to have a more modern approach to the morals of tomorrow
than that straight-laced show. The use of language related to sexual behavior was
really casual, yet respectful and humane. In a short time reading, with minimal review, I
was able to relate to previous times, places, technologies, ships that go fast, and
various aliens who share amazingly human qualities and quirks.

I was enthralled at the opening conversation with Spock, only to find it was a
hallucination on the part of the introductory character, Soleta, during her post-torture
and trauma disassociation. In other words, the author is adept at turning unexpected
corners. "This is the only logical thing to do..." and quickly we believe.

The portrayal of these archetypical characters was droll and I was amused by the way
the characters often anticipated and mocked each other. The author's character
development left me with the sense that I had been witness to the conflict of "old souls"
who desired "intelligent conflict." As a continuation of an ongoing series, the writer
accomplished leaving the reader aching for more, at the end of the book, by leaving
everyone hanging in the abyss.

In following the various conversations that make up the majority of the story, you are
not informed much about the appearance of the planets, how atmospheric differences
are accommodated, or any such issues are handled, etc. This bothered me at first, but
was secondary in this case. This isn't a "hard science" fiction at work. The author
throws in a little Trek Tech when describing the space transportation, and the use of
universal translators, but for the most part, this story is about relationships of powerful
people and intercultural politics. While most of the characters are alien, with some
even appearing to be part squid, the sense of humor and the dilemmas are definitely
humanoid in nature.

The background mystery subplot, one of ancient races and intercultural warfare, is
woven in and out of the storyline. It dominates the conclusion of this novel, and sets up
the beginning of the next in the series. However, the battle scenes are mostly fistfights
and martial arts, with our hero, Mackenzie Calhoun, being the protagonist. His
gargantuan sidekick, Zak Kebron, the ship's counselor, backs him up. His opponents,
Fhermas and Tiraud, are another father and son duo. They have the dual tasks of
recovering Kalinda, Tiraud's betrothed, and having Mackenzie's son, Xyon, the
kidnapper inspired by love, put to death for their dishonor. The twists and turns of this
political and familial conflict are the main meat of this story, delightfully skewered. The
author's colorful depiction of those in power gives breath to what could otherwise be a
very stale and predictable tale of heroes and villains.

Replies: 2 comments

When is the next book coming out?

Posted by Trevor @ 05/16/2005 08:41 PM PST

Wish I knew when the next book is going to be out. However, you can set an alert here
http://www.simonsays.com/content/content.cfm?sid=44&pid=368280&app=alert_me.
I've never used it, but I'm told this notification thingy works well and they don't send you

mailto:thundercatsho777@hotmail.com
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any spam.
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Alien Loves Predator
by Bernie Hou

Well, I like this strip (it's collage, right, art mavens? [EDIT
February 2, 2005: The correct term is Fumetti. Thanks go to
Stephen Gerding and his aLp review at 4-Color Comics. Every
day I must learn something new.), I think aLp is funny and well
done, but I wasn't sure what else to think. So I assembled a
panel of webcomics non-experts to give me their non-expert
opinions. Many thanks to all who participated. Here's what I got:

"I LOVE AlP. These are the only two guys (or, "guys") who can
survive in New York City and make it look hella funny, too. How

does the strip's creator manage to make the backgrounds look so good? I'm in awe of
his Photoshopping (or whatever he uses) skills.

"Sometimes I think that this isn't a webcomic at all, but a reality show."
Laurel Sutton (Catchword)

"They grow on you. I didn't like it the first time, so I didn't answer, but I gave it a second
look and liked it much better. I liked the graphics from the first, but the concept took
awhile. I'm not a comix guy.

"So I guess I'd say, if you're gonna publish, beat your brains out to introduce the main
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concepts in a really catchy way with your best stuff. Once people get hooked then you
could branch out. A truism, I know."
John Emerson (Idiocentrism)

"Not my cup of meat, Ginger. Couldn't get past the ballpark panels. So it goes."
Name withheld

"This is one of the funniest web strips I've read in a long term (kind of hard to stifle the
laughs at work). I think this guy needs a development deal, except I'm not sure Fox (or
whoever owns the rights to these guys) would be so open with their characters. It's too
bad. It's fair bet the strip is ten times funnier than that prequel they put out this year."
(The Shaterian)

"i thought it was funny, almost cute (and you know i don't do cute). It reminded me very
much of 'boondocks' in a couple of places. i love the names!"
lynn loper

"Hi. I just looked at the first page. I liked the art very much, but I just didn't find the
words especially funny or clever. And I'm a New Yorker. But then I'm not a big fan of
comic strips unless they're political. No need to link, since I haven't said anything
especially insightful or earthshaking."
Name withheld

And for those of you webcomic non-experts who'd like to make YOUR voice heard,
well, there are Comments. Knock yourselves out. GM
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Turn The Other Chick
By Esther Friesner
Published By Baen Books 2004

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Once more into the breeches, dear friends! Those of you who
love sword and sorcery tales about brave, beautiful
swordswomen, cunning wizards, evil villains and vile monsters,
prepare to have your funny bones tickled as Ms. Friesner turns
the fantasy franchise upside down in her fifth anthology of stories
about warrior women.

Obviously a lover of fictional female heroes from Buffy to Xena, Ms. Friesner brings us
22 fractured fairy tales from various authors, even sneaking in one of her own stories,
in her never-ending quest to remind us radical Feminists from the 70's, as well as our
proto-Feminist younger sisters, not to take ourselves too seriously. Her introduction
reminds us of the advances we've made since the Women's Liberation Movement
opened so many doors for us, back in the days when, all too often, we were told that
"You can't do that 'cause you're a girl!" To which the only appropriate reply, according
to Ms. Friesner, is a resounding "Sez you!" Nowadays, the old radical feminists among
us also put in their sixty-nine cents by saying "You can't do that 'cause you're a
Feminist!" Apparently our red-stocking sisters fear it would endanger our hard-won
independence if we admitted that we wanted power, whether it's the ability to swing a
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sword or use magic, not just for its own sake but to make us beautiful as well as strong,
to get us a man, and to give us the option to decide whether we really want to devote
ourselves to a career or take time off to bear and nurture children.

Ms. Friesner also takes aim at those men who regard swordswomen as mere eye
candy; quite a few of the stories criticize the scanty armor swordswomen tend to wear
in the typical sword and sorcery fantasy. One story in particular, "Combat Shopping" by
Lee Martindale, tells about Horatia, a woman warrior who is forced to go shopping for
new armor after a clumsy mage fighting on her side accidentally dissolves her armor
with a stray spell. After receiving a settlement of three thousand pieces of gold, she
goes to Forgecroft, a town famous for its armories, only to find that the best one in
town, Ambyrcryffye Y Fyrcche, caters strictly to male warriors and has neither the
desire nor the intention to make alterations for women.

They refer her to another establishment, Feddoricce GroveHoly's, which they assure
her works exclusively in "designs for women", but Horatia finds nothing but the same
delicately made pieces of metalwork and leather you usually see adorning the well-
endowed bodies of swordswomen on the covers of fantasy magazines and role-playing
game sets; "Take the item identified as a 'breastplate', an intricate interspiraling of what
appeared to be hammered gold and silver, displaying fine craftsmanship and an
engineer's eye for cantilevering. But it was plate armor by only the thinnest definition of
the term and left more of the titular anatomy exposed than it protected. The idea of
having anyone see her in it made Horatia blush; the thought of facing a bare blade with
nothing but it between the blade and her was one she put aside quickly." Not only that,
but the snooty saleswoman, who looks more "like an undernourished preadolescent
boy, although why a boy would be wearing a spirally breastplate and a microscopic
breechclout... she couldn't guess" is quick to pluck an overpriced bit of mail, consisting
of two tiny triangles of iridescent links strung on a thin chain, right out of Horatia's
hands while telling her that "Our artisans design for an elite clientele and... that does
not include oversized women".

The third armory, Llaene Briant, specializes in armor sized for full-figured women, but
all the "neat piles of mail shirts, rows of breastplates, stacks of greaves, and racks of
helmets" have been painted black, dark brown or olive, because, the bubbly
saleswoman assures her, "Dark colors are so slimming, don't you think? A Llane Briant
exclusive, guaranteed to take twenty pounds off your appearance." A bit of
anachronistic reality to temper fantasy is always good for a laugh, no matter what the
hard-core fantasists and feminists tell you.

"She Stuffs to Conquer" by Yvonne Coats, is about a woman warrior who inherits her
mother's enchanted suit of armor and discovers that, while it bestows great power upon
the wearer and makes her practically invincible to weapons, it also feeds upon her life
force, which requires her to eat copious amounts of food daily to keep from wasting
away. So what's wrong with being a well-muscled, full-figured woman in a pink suit of
armor (it used to be Heart's Blood Red, but it faded through the years)? Nothing,
except that it isn't very sexy or romantic envisioning a big, strong woman in well-fitting
armor cutting down her enemies with a terrible swift sword, then relaxing after the
battle by stuffing her face at the local bakeshop instead of dallying with a muscular
swordsman at the local tavern. Personally, I like the idea of wearing a magical suit of
armor that allows me to eat as much as I like while making me invincible and keeping
my weight down. So what if I don't look like Xena, as long as I can fight like her? Who's
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going to have the nerve to tell me to my face that I'm too fat?

Another story of a well-fed warrior, "Princess Injera Versus the Spanakopita of Doom",
tells us of a husky, dusky African warrior princess (I love it when the heroine isn't a
willowy blonde white woman! In fact, the book contains several stories about dark-
skinned heroines, much to this Puerto Rican Princess's delight) who enjoys a magical
feast conjured up by a wizard in payment for the quest she's about to go on. Just
reading about the foods she eats will make you drool; reading about the demons in the
form of food which she fights in the cursed temple will make you laugh. But by the end
of the story, when the wizard reneges on his agreement to provide her with another
feast, due to being killed by one of the food demons, what she's forced to eat may
make you nauseous. It's disturbing, but amusing as well, reminding us that anything
tastes good when you're hungry.

One of my comedic favorites was "The Gypsy Queen" by Catherine H. Shaffer, about a
transgendered Romany swordswoman named Lorayne, who's really a cross-dresser
named Loris, her male partner Coedric, and the hilarity that ensues when they have to
rescue Lorayne's sister Esmeralda from an evil overlord named Guano. The whole
story is chockfull of puns and subtle transpositions of names that need to be read to
believed, with a surprise ending that will have you shrieking with laughter.

Laughter also abounds in Ms. Friesner's own contribution to her anthology, a Biblical
story entitled "Giants in the Earth" about King David, his favorite concubine Tirzah (a
former shepherdess who happens to be as good with a slingshot as David used to be),
and what happens when another giant appears at the gates of Jerusalem claiming to
be Goliath and demanding a rematch.

On a serious note (serious satire, that is), the last story in the anthology is by Harry
Turtledove, the well-known writer of alternate histories. Here he takes a classic novel,
"Of Mice and Men", reduces it to short story form and gives it a comedic twist, along
with a happy ending-well, at least nobody dies! In "Of Mice and Chicks", Lenny and
George become Lani and Georgia, two mercenary fighters who ride giant rabbits, along
with all the other warriors in this alternate universe, and who fight for Baron Howard to
keep Baron Ritz's bunnies from grazing on his land. Those of you who believe a great
literary classic is being defiled by this pun-filled send-up, complain to Mr. Turtledove,
not me!

All in all, "Turn the Other Chick" is a fun-filled volume of lore for those of us who enjoy
the fantasy genre but can't help carping at the details, like that flimsy armor the women
warriors always seem to wear, the hunky heroes whose muscle-bound bodies and
good looks can't compensate for the lack of brains in their handsome heads which
makes them only a little bit smarter than their horses, the stereotypical maidens in
distress who are always beautiful and well-endowed, and the wizards who always
seem to be on a quest for some great magical talisman that's supposed to either save
the world or destroy it. After reading this book, or any of the previous volumes, "Chicks
in Chainmail", "Did You Say Chicks?!", "Chicks and Chained Males", and "The Chick is
in the Mail", you'll never take conventional fantasy seriously again.
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Star Trek
A Time for War, A Time for Peace -- Book 9
By: Keith R.A. DeCandido
Published by: Pocket Books (a Division of Simon and Schuster,
Inc.)
Visit: http://www.simonsays.com/st
available as a downloadable eBook!

Review by Kathy LaFollett

...and they lived happily ever after.

Okay, that's a bit slim on the story line to be sure. But, book 9
dishes closure from the very first page. It's a bit rough writing a

full storyline explicit review without being a spoiler. And some of these endings are too
good to spoil.

Book 9 offers up an insightful and explicit ending to all the character lives as well as
the Federation history. Standing applause to the authors for tackling such a monolith
property as Star Trek. We are given a rich and pleasing view into the cause and effect
of life on a Starship, political goings-on inside the Federation and galactic size
viewpoints. Truly, as a whole the series is an astounding compliment to the very core
of Star Trek.
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Within three hundred and forty-one pages the author leaves us standing on the
precipice of new beginnings to old endings. The reader is left hopeful for the future that
is Star Trek, and at times a bit sad. In the last pages of book 9 we say goodbye to one
of the most intriguing characters to be created for the Star Trek/Next Generation story.
I felt quite a loss at that moment, not to mention shocked.

A strong sense of believable humanity is painted on each and every entity, human, and
being. The reader will find themselves caring very much about these beings. Revealed
are the foibles and weaknesses of the Federation as a political organization. Yet, the
crew of the Starships, who still orbit named and unnamed planets, remain to uplift and
strengthen the core values prescribed by the Federation. There is hope in the
individual, even if the whole is weak and challenged.

As a whole, the series of 9 books is an absolute read for any Star Trek, Deep Space 9,
and Next Generation fan. Even Scotty, Spock, and the great Captain Kirk are brought
in for a curtain call.

I should think, that somewhere in some galaxy, Gene Roddenberry is smiling with
satisfaction, that his ideas and ideals are still holding strong.
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WILL EISNER, "THE FATHER OF GRAPHIC NOVELS" AND NAMESAKE OF THE
EISNER AWARDS, IS DEAD AT 87

Will Eisner, the great American master of comic art for whom the comic industry's
Eisner Awards are named, died late Monday night, January 3, 2005, in Ft. Lauderdale,
FL. He was 87. The cause of death was complications from quadruple heart bypass
surgery.

---------------------------- Original Message ---------------------------- 
Subject: WILL EISNER, "THE FATHER OF GRAPHIC NOVELS" (THE NEW YORK
TIMES) AND NAMESAKE OF THE EISNER AWARDS, IS DEAD AT 87 
Date: Tue, January 4, 2005 1:03 pm

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

WILL EISNER, "THE FATHER OF GRAPHIC NOVELS" (The New York Times) 
AND NAMESAKE OF THE EISNER AWARDS, IS DEAD AT 87

Will Eisner, the great American master of comic art for whom the comic industry's
Eisner Awards are named, died late Monday night, January 3, 2005, in Ft. Lauderdale,
FL. He was 87. The cause of death was complications from quadruple heart bypass
surgery.

In a career that spanned nearly seventy years, Eisner was recognized internationally

http://liheliso.org/
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as a giant in the field of sequential art, a term he coined. "The world has lost a true
original, a constant innovator, and a prolific and powerful storyteller who created till the
end," said Denis Kitchen, Eisner's literary and art agent. "On a personal level, I have
lost a mentor, and a surrogate father. There will never be another anything like him."

Eisner's contributions to Wow, What a Magazine were published when he was still a
teenager in 1936 and he was at the forefront of the birth of the comic book industry in
the 1930s. From 1936 to 1939 Eisner partnered with Samuel "Jerry" Iger to run the
Eisner & Iger Studio, providing a steady supply of content to publishers at the onset of
the comic book industry. The Eisner & Iger staff included such future luminaries as
Jack Kurtzberg (later Jack Kirby), Lou Fine, Bob Kane, Mort Meskin and many others.
While partnered with Jerry Iger, Eisner created Sheena, Queen of the Jungle, followed
by Dollman, Blackhawk and other characters.

In 1940, Eisner sold his interest in the packaging house to Iger and went on to create
his most famous character, The Spirit, a masked crimefighter. The Spirit was the lead
feature in an unprecedented new format: a 16-page color comic book that was inserted
in Sunday newspapers, the first of numerous Eisner innovations. At the height of its
popularity, The Spirit insert appeared in twenty newspapers with a combined
circulation of 5 million readers each Sunday, quintupling the circulation of America's
best-selling monthly comic book. The Spirit has been called "The Citizen Kane of
comics" by USA TODAY and Eisner's achievement remains a benchmark in the
industry. Art Spiegelman said of the series, "The Spirit still crackles with the energy of
an artist consumed with the excitement of cascading new ideas. Inspired by the
Hollywood noir movies of the period, Eisner brought something brand new into the
world-not 'movies on paper' but picture-writing that keeps moving in your head."

The Spirit continued without Eisner's direct involvement while he served three years in
World War II, producing educational cartoons and comic strips for the Army. After his
discharge from the Army in 1945, Eisner returned to The Spirit producing it till 1952
and reaching heights of artistic accomplishment that have drawn comparisons between
The Spirit and the films of Alfred Hitchcock. Although Eisner "retired" the Spirit in 1952,
the series has rarely been out of print since. The first comic book reprints were issued
by Quality (from 1944-50), followed by Fiction House (1952-54), Harvey Comics (1966-
67), Kitchen Sink Press (1973), Warren Publications (1974-76) and Kitchen Sink Press
again (from 1977 to 1998). Since 2000, DC Comics has published 15 volumes in the
hardcover series THE SPIRIT ARCHIVES, which is projected to run 24 volumes.

"Will was a multi-faceted treasure," said Paul Levitz, the President & Publisher of DC
Comics. "He was a pioneer as a cartoonist as well as a young entrepreneur at the
dawn of comic books. He taught generations of creators in the studio, the classroom
and by example. Best of all, to our delight as students and readers, he returned to the
board to develop the nascent form of the graphic novel and establish himself as the
cartoonist laureate of the immigrant Jewish experience in America. Any one of his
accomplishments would be enough to honor a lesser lifetime; the sum of them, done
by one man is astonishing. He was a friend, an advisor and an inspiration."

As a Pentagon-based Warrant Officer during World War II, Eisner pioneered the
instructional use of comics. His combination of information with cartoon elements
proved so effective that he continued to supply information in that form to audiences as
diverse as the U.S. government and schools across America.
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Perhaps Eisner's most lasting legacy is the creation of the graphic novel with his 1978
publication of A Contract with God. This book launched what is now the fastest-
growing genre in American publishing. Eisner subsequently created nearly twenty
graphic novels, roughly a book per year, inspiring countless fellow professionals to
follow his lead. His most recent graphic novel, Fagin the Jew, a reinterpretation of the
character in Charles Dickens' Oliver Twist, was published in 2003 by Doubleday.

In May, 2005, W. W. Norton & Company will publish Will Eisner's new book, THE
PLOT: The Secret Story of The Protocols of the Elders of Zion. Eisner turned his
attention to nonfiction with this project, producing his first book of history, a work more
disturbing than fiction. He considered THE PLOT to be his most important project ever.
Umberto Eco just completed an introduction to the book last week.

In addition, Norton has recently acquired world rights to the Will Eisner Library graphic
novel backlist, comprising 14 graphic novels, including the seminal A Contract with
God along with Dropsie Avenue, A Life Force, Name of the Game, The Heart of the
Storm, and others. Norton will begin publishing these graphic novels in a new format,
with new material, in November of 2005.

THE PLOT: The Secret Story of The Protocols of the Elders of Zion unravels one of
the most pernicious hoaxes of the twentieth century. The Protocols of the Elders of
Zion, a notorious piece of anti-Semitic propaganda created and disseminated by
Russia's secret police 100 years ago, purported to be a blueprint written by Jewish
leaders for taking over the world. Although the Times of London revealed in 1921 that
The Protocols was a hoax, millions continue to believe its fictitious plot is true. Now, a
new generation, fueled by anti-Semitism and the many Internet sites that spread
hateful messages, has adapted the text to suit its purposes.

THE PLOT: The Secret Story of The Protocols of the Elders of Zion explains how and
why the Protocols were crafted and presents a pageant of historical figures, from Tsar
Nicholas II to Henry Ford to Adolf Hitler. THE PLOT exposes the twisted history of the
Protocols document, from 19th- century Russians to modern-day Klan members to
Islamic fundamentalists. By setting the record straight, Eisner hoped he could raise
public consciousness of anti-Semitism throughout the world and draw attention to the
nefarious ways in which governments use propaganda to influence public opinion.
Arrangements have already been made for THE PLOT to be published in eight
countries, and Eisner himself was making arrangements for an Arabic translation.

Norton executive editor Robert Weil, Eisner's editor at Norton, comments, "Will Eisner
possessed a tremendous intuitive gift for storytelling, conveyed through the
combination of art and words. Like a superb novelist, he could engage the reader and
reveal the deepest life forces, both comic and tragic. Through his depiction of place,
especially through his evocation of Depression-era life on one block in the Bronx, he
was able to create an entire universe of experience. These unique gifts have lifted
Eisner's work from the domain of low culture, where comics and comic novels were
long relegated, to the realm of literary genius."

Eisner, who taught comics classes for years at the School of Visual Arts in New York
City, has authored two definitive instructional books on the medium, Comics and
Sequential Art and Graphic Storytelling. Both are perennial sellers.

One of the comics industry's two most prestigious awards, The Eisner, is named after
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him and presented annually before a packed ballroom at Comic-Con International: San
Diego. Nominees are selected each year by a blue-ribbon committee, with winners
selected by a vote of comics professionals. Will Eisner has modestly accepted several
Eisner Awards over the years, as well as several Harvey's, named after his close
friend, the late Harvey Kurtzman. In 2001 he made history again by winning separate
awards for works created sixty years apart, with THE SPIRIT ARCHIVES Volume 1
winning "Best Reprint" with material originally published in 1940, while his Last Day in
Vietnam, published in 2000, won "Best Graphic Novel". Eisner has also won numerous
international awards.

In May 2002 Wizard magazine named Will Eisner "the most influential comics artist of
all time." On June 3, 2002, Eisner received a Lifetime Achievement Award from the
National Federation for Jewish Culture, only the second such honor in the
organization's history, presented by Pulitzer-prize winning cartoonist Art Spiegelman.
Two separate film documentaries about Eisner's career are underway.

Eisner died on January 3 in Fort Lauderdale, FL.

For a full bio of Will Eisner, please see the website of Eisner's longtime literary agency,
Kitchen & Hansen, at www.kitchenandhansen.com.

end
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Phoenix Vol. 2 Future
by Osamu Tezuka
Published by VIZ

Review by Tom Good

My last review was of an issue of Vagabond where most of the
action took place during a single swordfight. In complete contrast
to that, Phoenix Future spans many billions of years. Species and
civilizations rise and fall over the course of the story, but
throughout it all a mystical bird called the Phoenix appears as a
guide for other beings.

The story begins, naturally, in a future world. Humanity lives underground and a few
giant computers govern society. Class II Space Patrolman Yamanobe Masato finds
himself in trouble because he is in love with a "Moopie" named Tamami. Moopies are
alien creatures who can assume different shapes, and this one has the form of a lovely
human girl. But Moopies are considered dangerous because they can stimulate human
minds and cause them to enter a dreamlike state full of pleasant illusions. The
government has banned moopies and ordered all of them killed, so before long,
Masato and Tamami are on the run.

After that, the plot twists and turns in a wild ride that I will not spoil here. The story
seems to invite all sorts of philosophical questions. Does intelligent life naturally tend
towards self-destruction? Are video games and movies kind of like Moopies, and are
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they dangerous? Does progress lead inevitably to decadence and stagnation?

Future, first published in Japan in 1967-68, is the second volume of a series of twelve
Phoenix stories by Osamu Tezuka, an artist regarded as the "Father of Manga" and
perhaps best known for the Astro Boy series. This is the first time Future has been
published in English translation. Tezuka's art is wonderful here, and now has a bit of a
retro-futuristic feel. Masato's costume and blaster gun remind me of something from
Buck Rogers, for example. For manga fans, this is a chance to see some of the work
that influenced today's scene. Phoenix Future is one of the best manga of 2004. Highly
recommended.
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Subway Series
By Leela Corman
Published by Alternative Comics
144 pages, $9.95
ISBN: 1891867148

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Just after I finished reading and enjoying this book, and while in
the middle of a marathon telephone session with Dell, I knocked
my coffee off my night table and spilled it all over the back cover.
This isn't relevant to the review, but I thought I would mention it,

as it's all I can think about when I look at the damn thing now.

Anyway: I don't remember high school being like this. I mean, some of the stuff was
the same: bitchy girls, guys who only wanted to fuck you, other guys who seemed like
perfect boyfriend material but who constantly gave you mixed signals, etc., etc. Tina,
the main character, suffers all these as well as losing her virginity at a party when she
really doesn't want to ("Well, if you're gonna bitch so much about it…"). Yep, that
seems right on the money.

What's weird is that there are no adults at all in the world of these high schoolers –
except for a hooker, a cranky teacher, and a mention of someone's mom passed out in
the living room. Growing up in New York, the kids stay out all night, hang out in coffee
shops, and rarely attend school. Well, maybe I'm just old. I couldn't help but think that
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Tina could benefit from a little positive adult influence, but if it were there, would she
even recognize it?

I like the art - very cursive and flowing, with a lot of expression in the faces and body
postures. The dialogue, too, is concise and laden with meaning, in the way that all
conversation is when you're an adolescent (e.g, "He's better than nothing!") One minor
rant: on the very first page, one of the main characters is introduced by the wrong
name. It took me two complete readings to figure out that it was a mistake, and not my
brain messing with me.

There isn't really a plot, just the story of Tina negotiating all the land mines of female
teenagerhood, and coming out pretty much OK in the end. Along the way she learns
some things about self-reliance, and how to play the guitar. We can't ask for much
more than that from our larval years. 
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The Incredibles
Written and directed by Brad Bird
Released by Pixar

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Because I have a small child, I see a lot of animation, on TV and
in the movies. But maybe that's just my rationalization; I grew up

watching Warner Brothers cartoons religiously and as an adult (or maybe "adult") I
went to the movies to see "Heavy Metal" and Spike and Mike festivals, etc. Having a
kid just means I get to watch the same things 80 times instead of 8. For this reason
alone I worship the House of Pixar, because I can still sit through "Toy Story" for the
81st time and enjoy it. The same cannot be said of, say, Disney's "The Fox and the
Hound".

So I thought "Finding Nemo" was great and I was really jazzed by the previews for
"Incredibles" – and as it turns out, the scene in the previews isn't even in the movie.
Bottom line: I've seen it only once and I’m pretty sure I like it – but there was so much
going on that my reptile brain could not process the whole thing. I can only imagine
what my kid thought.

I admit that my favorite part is right at the beginning, when the police chase a bad guy
down San Pablo Avenue and we see that the street grid of Mr. Incredible’s town is
actually that of Emeryville, where Pixar is located (and where I used to live). (NB: Bad
guys are often found barreling down San Pablo Avenue, sometimes even being
chased by the police.) The rest of the movie is the Incredibles vs. a Really Bad Guy,
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but who cares about the plot when there are so much amazing animation and in-jokes
flying around? I'm really glad Pixar abandoned any attempt to make humans look
realistic; I think they hit the wall with "Toy Story 2" and realized it was better to have
everthing else look as realistic as possible and make the humans look like cartoons.
Am I the only one who thinks the people in "Finding Nemo" look like they just stepped
out of a Nick Park ("Wallace & Gromit") movie?

Edith Head-inspired Edna Mode, designer of super hero costumes (and voiced by
Brad Bird, the film's creator), is hands down the funniest character in the film,
especially when she's holding forth on the dangers of capes (think jet turbines). Holly
Hunter is great as ElastiGirl, but I was not impressed with Craig T. Nelson as Mr.
Incredible (see my rant about June Foray in a previous review). Oh well; I guess one
shouldn't complain too much when a movie features an almost shot-for-shot replay of
the forest chase sequence from "Return of the Jedi" and an incredibly cool killer
machine (although it and the way it's defeated seem straight out of Harlan Ellison's
"Life Hutch"). There's probably lots of other stuff I missed the first time around, but
when it comes out on DVD I'll see it at least two dozen times and and update this
review. In the meantime, check in with the geeks at Slashdot and they'll tell you
everything you need to know.
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Star Trek: Stargazer: Maker
by Michael Jan Friedman
Publisher: Pocket Books

Review by Kathryn Ramage

Maker is the latest book in the Stargazer series by Michael Jan
Friedman, which recounts the adventures of a younger Captain
Jean-Luc Picard in command of his first starship. In particular,
this book refers to events in one earlier novel -- The Valiant --
which I haven't read, but from the backstory given here and
characters' conversations, I gather that:

A.) People from beyond the barrier at the rim of the galaxy,
descendants of the crew of another starship who were transformed into super-powerful
psychic, silver-eyed beings (a la Gary Mitchell in the Original Series episode Where
No Man Has Gone Before) fought a war with another race called the Nuyyad from
outside the galaxy and enlisted Picard's help.

B.) Picard got laid. One might be inclined to say "great for him!", except that the
woman he was involved with lied and betrayed him in the earlier book, so that the good
captain has some difficulty trusting her when she shows up again and asks for his
assistance in this novel.

Why have she and her people returned to request Picard's help this time? Herein lies
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the plot of Maker: one of the Nuyyad has hyper-evolved into a being of incredibly vast
and godlike powers, stolen a ship, and kidnapped a former member of the Stargazer
crew, Andreas Nikolas. This creature, Brakmaktin, has killed everyone else on the ship,
and destroys everyone else he comes in contact with, but keeps Nikolas alive for
reasons of his own. Picard and the Stargazer crew must find Brakmaktin and try to stop
him somehow before he reaches inhabited space and causes even greater
devastation.

Nikolas' story is the most compelling part of the book, as he finds himself at the mercy
of this monstrous being who can do just about anything and witnesses one horrific
event after another. Some of the deaths Brakmaktin causes are disturbingly gory and
imaginative, echoing the horror stories of Clive Barker or Harlan Ellison's I Have No
Mouth, and I Must Scream (a phrase almost identical to this title is used when Picard
finally confronts and is tortured by Brakmaktin near the end of the novel; I have to
wonder if it's a deliberate reference to Ellison's short story). Everything that happens
between Picard and his lying lady-love, and with the crew aboard the Stargazer coping
with the Nuyyad who assists them in their search pales in comparison. I admit I
skimmed over the parts of the story set on the Stargazer, hoping to get back to what
was happening with Nikolas and Brakmaktin as quickly as possible. It is for these
scenes I recommend this book.
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Star Trek: A Time to Heal - Book 8
By: David Mack
Published by: Pocket Books
Visit: http://www.simonsays.com/st
Available as a downloadable eBook

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Book 8 by David Mack offers the political mystery of a Tom
Clancy work that sets this particular edition apart from the first 7
books. It also comes painfully close to today's headlines in a
blatant (to me) yet whispered nod and wink.

The reader enters again the violent story of Tezwa and it's
hidden secrets left over from the Dominion War. A new government has been put in
place on the planet and all seems ready to proceed to peace.

If it weren't for those pesky WMD that the Federation had installed.

An insurgency seems to threaten the lives of the occupying Federation personnel as
well as the very life of the new government. The reader is taken through war as
thousands of Star Fleet personnel die to cover-up the lies planted by the Federation
President and his top two cabinet members. Yes, Virginia, even in the world of Star
Trek the President has no problem sending his soldiers to death for no real reason. At
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the cusp of the story's culminating revelation Picard states: "Thousands of lives were
sacrificed here in the service of a lie."

He continues his thoughts saying, "All that we stand for has been betrayed".

Ambassador Lagan adds to their conversation, "What are we going to do about it?"

Therein lies the rub. In Star Trek land, the high road is taken, honor, morality, the
greater good, respect for life, and decency is defended. It is impossible (unless you are
a huge fan of our current occupation and president) to read the outcomes and unfurling
of this story without a bit of heartache. Picard again, comes through and finds a way to
solve an unsolvable situation with the help of noble and honorable leaders along his
side.

Book 8 is a tightly written, riveting book. A fast read that offers believable intrigue,
stunning war descriptions, striking character struggles and nemesis confrontations. Mr.
Mack also dishes up a sweet endings to a number of key long term characters. It
leaves a dedicated reader comfortable and fulfilled.

If Book 8 were the score for an opera, it would obviously be the crescendo to the
curtain drop.
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An Ordinary Person's Guide to Empire
By Arundhati Roy
Published by South End Press

Review by Carol Colin

I had never heard of Arundhati Roy before she was interviewed
for the L.A. Weekly, February 21-27, 2003, just weeks prior to
the U.S. invasion of Iraq. In that article, "Happiness Is A
Weapon", Roy spoke about the role of the artist as activist, about
being torn between retreating to write her next novel or being out
in the streets protesting injustice in her native India. She
proposed an appealingly idealistic response to tyranny, a vision of

everyone doing what they do best, refusing to fear, refusing to go along with the
corporate plan, a vision of the world somehow responding in kind with the peace
reasonable people seek.

An Ordinary Person's Guide to Empire, Roy's third collection of essays, restates this
call for peace and justice and goes further, building an eloquent case for practical
idealism in a world gone mad. Her written voice has the urgency and informality of the
impassioned conversations many of us have been having with friends and neighbors
for the past several years. But while our conversations often bog down in despair these
days, Roy's message is direct, uncompromising and inspiring. Her perspective is
unfamiliar to most of us, and her litany of the daily terrors rampant now in India, a so-
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called democracy and one of our "natural allies", drives home a loud, clear warning of
where the U.S. could be headed.

Roy turns her spotlight on the interdependence of government, corporations, and
corporate media. She examines the schism between what we know and what we are
told. She explains crisis reportage and how it distorts the real issues, polarizes people,
and leads them to make uninformed choices in elections. She talks about the tactics
and legacies of Gandhi, Mandela, and Martin Luther King. And finally, Roy calls on the
ordinary people of the world to exercise the freedoms left to us while we still can.

Using the examples of different directions protest has taken in India, Roy rejects both
armed resistance and joining the political fray. She calls on us to agree on a plan that
will give our side a victory, overarching factions and diffusing confusion. The point of
agreement is that the U.S. must withdraw from Iraq and pay the Iraqi people
reparations for the damage the war has inflicted. Characterizing the invasion of Iraq as
a dispute between "business partners who fell out over a dirty deal", Roy suggests that
the anti-war movement must now "become the global resistance to the occupation",
soldiers refusing to fight, reservists refusing to serve, dockworkers refusing to supply.
She suggests selectively going after war profiteers, boycotting their products, finding
their offices in every city, shutting them down. She calls on us to reclaim civil
disobedience as a means to the end, rather than a symbolic media photo-op.

"At a time when opportunism is everything, when hope seems lost, when everything
boils down to a cynical business deal, we must find the courage to dream. To reclaim
romance. The romance of believing in justice, in freedom, and in dignity. For
everybody. We have to make common cause, and to do this we need to understand
how this big old machine works - who it works for and who it works against. Who pays,
who profits.... Fearlessly, but nonviolently, we must disable the working parts of this
machine that is consuming us." p.116, "How Deep Shall We Dig?" 
An Ordinary Person's Guide to Empire

Replies: 2 comments

Arundhati Roy is a magnificant writer and speaker. She is a wonderful warrior.

Posted by Donald Veach @ 12/23/2004 05:24 AM PST

This just in: January 20, 2005 (inauguration day) has been declared Not One Damn
Dime Day. In protest, purchase nothing that day. After that we should be more focused
in boycotting the war profiteers. More as available.

Posted by Carol Colin @ 01/05/2005 08:58 AM PST
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Vagabond, No. 17
By Takehiko Inoue
Publisher: VIZ

Review by Tom Good

Vagabond, based on the book Musashi by Eiji Yoshikawa, tells
the story of Miyamoto Musashi, one of the most famous
swordsmen in Japanese history. But this episode concerns the
deaf but highly talented swordsman Sasaki Kojiro, who will one
day fight a duel against Musashi.

Comics have no predetermined pace, so a sequence of panels can represent a few
seconds or many years. In the case of Vagabond, No. 17, most of the book takes
place during a single swordfight between Sasaki Kojiro and Yoshioka Denshichiro. This
gives the book a slow-motion quality, but this is well balanced by an intensity that
keeps it from ever becoming boring. As the two men battle on a moonlit beach,
Denshichiro questions his own weaknesses as a fighter, and Kojiro learns that fear can
be more useful than indifference.

The art here is much more detailed and realistic than that found in most manga.
Waves, rocks, and trees seem full of life, and are nearly as carefully drawn as the main
characters. The drawings have a dark, haunting look, often shaded with a style that
reminds me of wood grain, and the compositions are excellent. Because Vagabond is
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quite violent, it may not be for everyone, but I would definitely recommend it for adult
readers.
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MAD Magazine - 20 Dumbest of 2004
No. 449 January 2005
Published by: EC Publications
www.madmag.com

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Back in the 70s I was addicted to Mad Magazine. So much so that at the age of 13 I
sent in a portfolio of work hoping to garner employment as a cartoonist/humorist. But
Alas, my character "Mr. Tic" didn't make the grade. I received a rejection letter with a
personal note from Alfred E. Newman though. Which I slept with for months. I knew
Alfred didn't REALLY exist, and that some editor was kind enough to take the time to
let me know my talent was young and rough, but could go somewhere if I chose to take
it forward. I still have that letter. I also still have an addiction to the pointed irreverence
only dished out by the mind boggling talent found in Mad Magazine.

The artists, writers and graphic designers at Mad are the Robin Williams of publishing.
Genius, mania, crank, acid, vinegar, sugar and chainsaws all mixed up leaving a
mother's milk of cynical liquid that once mainlined, leaves the reader an addict on the
corner next to their local magazine store.

"20 Dumbest" cuts through the layers of rationalization and prejudice only America can
pile on to hide the fact we have, as a society, barely evolved out of the larvae stage. In
the immortal words of Forrest Gump, "Stupid is as stupid does..."

http://madmag.com/
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The Art Director at Mad must have some level of mental chaos pathology in as much
as every square inch of paper real estate is crammed with humor so dry, James Bond
would thirst for his next shaken martini. Visually the magazine practically vibrates on
it's own with movement, color, pacing, and supreme writing. You can't put the
magazine down till you've read through to the last page. So don't try.

Don't read this in a library, you'll get kicked out for laughing too loud.

Don't read this walking or driving, you'll run into something.

Don't read this while sipping tea, you'll just end up squirting tea out your nose.

Don't read this if you happen to be an uptight-judgmental-purist of ANY sort. You won't
get the humor, and you'll be outraged at the flippancy and absolute brutally honest
approach taken towards 20 American monikers of 2004.

CNN would like you to believe and has tried to get you to believe over the last 12
months that the aforementioned were important at the time. That these matters were
life and death and demanded our tireless attention and opinion at the water cooler.

Thank god the writers at Mad cleared that up.

And thank god somebody still has the balls in media to state the fact that George Bush
does dumb things, consistently.

And thank god Sergio Aragones' continues on. Sergio, it was your art and writing that
first pulled me in.

I'm a bit bummed on the whoring of our Black and White nemesis' into the Corporate
Capitalist Machine. Did Spy vs. Spy REALLY need to be put through the shredder of
marketing? It smells right up there with Led Zepplin selling out to Cadillac or Aerosmith
providing the soundtrack for Buick commercials. Isn't anything sacred?

Oh wait... never mind.

There is something comforting in knowing a magazine exists that prints and distributes
the answer to the question we all ask ourselves while brushing our teeth before going
to bed. No, we aren't the only one who thinks most of what goes on in the headlines is
dumb.

Besides, what other magazine has the talent and chutzpah to use the word bloviating
properly in a cartoon?
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Sensual Phrase #5
by Mayu Shinjo
Publisher: Viz

Review by Tom Good

Aine, a high school girl, is in love with her pop star schoolmate
Sakuya, who is in a band called "Lucifer." But Tomoyuki, another
pop star from the group "Jesus" also has designs on Aine, and he
is not above using a little hypnosis to get his way.

In this story, every character's hair flows and drapes so
beautifully that at times it seems like a shampoo commercial that

forgot to mention the product, and instead evolved a complex plot. This plot is pretty
standard fare for a romance manga, and the characters are likewise drawn with an
elegant and attractive style. Translator Joe Yamazaki succeeded in turning the
dialogue into contemporary, idiomatic English that never feels forced, even when
characters use expressions like "whassup" or "no worries."

Perhaps the most striking thing about
Sensual Phrase is all of the abstract
backgrounds. Often characters appear
against plain white backgrounds or abstract
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textures rather than in realistic
environments. This gives the story a
dreamlike quality and emphasizes the
characters' emotions rather than their
surroundings. Almost every page features
some new type of shape or texture, and
sometimes these appear superimposed on
the characters. This style works very well
with the subject matter.

Sensual Phrase is rated M for Mature. It contains a few sexual situations that are not
very graphic, and some profanity. Basically it is a sweet, cute story, more so than the
M rating might imply. Recommended for romance fans.

Replies: 2 comments

I love Sensual Phrase and all my other friends do too! i give it more than 100+

Posted by Emily @ 05/25/2005 04:10 PM PST

We love the manga sensual phrase!!! What's the last volume and what happens???
We're just new to this manga...

Posted by Kira & Lil @ 06/28/2005 10:38 PM PST
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Beet The Vandel Buster, Vol. 2
Story by Riku Sanjo
Art by Koji Inada
Published by VIZ

Review by Tom Good

Beet The Vandel Buster takes place in a world where evil
magical creatures called Vandels have taken over. The activities
of the Vandels resemble a typical fantasy Role-Playing Game in
reverse: the Vandels get "points" and a type of money called
Sorcery Bills in return for attacking humans and disrupting their
society. Vandels can use these Sorcery Bills to purchase new

monsters, such as giant beetles or living torches called "Criminal Torch." One of the
Vandel leaders of is a giant humanoid rabbit named Shagie, who is the Chief of the
Dark House of Sorcery.

Beet, the hero of the story, is a boy who has dedicated himself to destroying the
Vandels. He fights with a spear in this episode, which is a nice change from the
standard issue giant sword that many manga heroes carry. Beet's pretty companion
Poala reminds me of Gabrielle from Xena: Warrior Princess. Together they must face
Grineed and Beltorze, two powerful Vandels, as well as a variety of monsters.

The artwork in this book is cute and well-executed. Detailed backgrounds
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establish the sweeping landscape of Beet's world, the characters are
engaging, action scenes are suitably dynamic, and Koji Inada's art does a
great job of conveying the massive size of some of the monsters.

Where the book disappoints is in the dialogue, which often falls flat. This
could be a problem with the translation, but then again the Japanese version might be
similar. Occasionally the dialogue is amusing and memorable just because it is so odd,
as in this exchange: "Thus, the efforts of Vandels like me, who systematically dismantle
human society, shall be valued at a higher priority level." "Of course! That's why they
call you the clever honcho of deep green!" This is funny, but mainly because it keeps
the reader guessing about whether a Vandel will eventually say "All your base are
belong to us."

Ultimately, in spite of the dialogue this is still a fun manga. If an RPG-like setting with
plenty of magic and monsters appeals to you, check this one out.
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From Sawdust To Stardust
The Biography of DeForest Kelley, Star Trek's Dr. McCoy

By Terry Lee Rioux
Published by Pocket Books (Advance copy released 2004, 
Final Version to be released 2005).

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Of all the beloved characters in the Star Trek pantheon I could have written about, I
had to end up with Doctor Leonard "Bones" McCoy. Not that I'm complaining (If I were,
I'd be writing, "Damn it, Jim, I'm a Star Trek fan, not a professional book reviewer!");
the late Jackson DeForest Kelley (he never used his first name) was a Southern
gentleman of the old school, the kindly father figure of the powerful command team
known as Kirk, Spock and McCoy. His persona of the good old country doctor was a
reassuring presence to many who viewed Gene Roddenberry's vision of the future.
Risky as it is to quote from a work in progress, I can't resist quoting Ms. Rioux from
Chapter XX, in which she defines both Gene's vision and Kelley's: "Gene lived and
fought so that when the future arrives, there will be humans in it. DeForest lived and
endured so that when the future arrives, it will be humane."

The only complaints I have about Ms. Rioux's book is that:

1) There aren't enough pictures of Kelley in his glory days as Dr. Leonard "Bones"

http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0743457625
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0743457625
http://www.simonsays.com/content/content.cfm?sid=33&pid=504543


Archived Entry - 12/06/2004: "Trek Biography: DeForest Kelly "From Sawdust to Stardust""

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000237.htm[4/27/2019 3:31:09 PM]

McCoy.

2) She goes into too much detail about his early years in Hollywood. Hopefully the final
version will contain a more condensed account of his early years, while not forgetting
to mention his friendships with such stars as George Reeves (the first TV superman),
John Carradine, Kirk Douglas, Burt Lancaster, etc., most of whom he met during his
20's and 30's when he was starring in Western movies.

Jackson DeForest Kelley was born in Conyers, Georgia in 1920 to the Reverend
Ernest David Kelley and his wife Clora. This son of a preacher man grew up dirt poor
but honest, raised with rock solid, fundamental religious values by good, honest folk.
Like most preachers' sons, he and his older brother Casey, born 1917, were under a
great deal of pressure to be perfect in word and deed. Maybe that was what inspired
young Kelley to run off to Hollywood to become an actor, despite his father's
disapproval.

Once in Hollywood, Kelley didn't exactly set the world on fire. According to Ms. Rioux,
success at his chosen trade came gradually, not overnight, as so many aspiring young
actors nowadays believe it usually does for stars. A gypsy fortuneteller he met at a
seaside carnival even told him that he wouldn't become a big success until he was in
his forties. By a strange coincidence, Kelley was in his early forties when he was
signed on as Doctor McCoy.

After some months as a struggling actor, Kelley signed up with Paramount Studios and
underwent their rigorous "star making" system, by which young actors had to work their
way to the top via walk-ons and bit parts, gaining experience until they were
considered ready for the big time and offered more meaty roles. He was actually up for
the role of the gunslinger Raven in "This Gun For Hire" back in 1941. Unfortunately,
the role went to Alan Ladd, who was already a more established actor than young
Kelley, whose draft status made him too big a risk for Paramount. (The United States
was already entering World War II and every able-bodied man over 18 was draft
fodder.)

Kelley starred in a play called "The Innocent Young Man" with the Long Beach Theatre
Group in the spring of 1942, where he met the love of his life, his co-star Carolyn
Meagher Dowling. She was already married to Jim Dowling, but after he was drafted
and sent overseas, they gradually drifted apart. Kelley squired her about town in her
husband's absence and managed to remain "just friends" with her (aside from a
discreet interlude at a friend's apartment, which he never bragged about, being a true
gentleman) until she was granted a divorce from Lieutenant Jim Dowling 'just after
Saint Patrick's Day of 1944". Then they got married at the Los Angeles municipal court
on September 7, 1945, and they stayed married until Kelley's death on June 11, 1999.
(BTW, Carolyn Kelley recently died on October 12, 2004, after a long illness; they had
no children). That in itself is a remarkable achievement for a star of Kelley's magnitude,
to remain married to the same person for 53 years! To me, in this age of disposable
relationships and "starter marriages" (like that of a certain blonde pop star, who was
married all of 48 hours!), that is further proof that DeForest Kelley was a good, old-
fashioned Southern gentleman.

Believe it or not, our De played a bad guy in most of the western movies that were so
popular during the late 50's-early 60's period; even on great TV westerns like
"Bonanza", "Rawhide", and "Wanted: Dead or Alive". His most memorable role was
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that of Toby Jack Saunders, the roughest, toughest, meanest hombre in the West. In
fact, he was so good at playing a bad guy, he was almost passed over for Gene
Roddenberry's new TV show in 1966, a sci-fi epic which was then called "Wagon Train
to The Stars". Fortunately for us all, Gene remembered Kelley for his memorable
performances in another Roddenberry TV series, "Police Story". He persuaded the
suits at Paramount Studios to give Kelley a chance. They agreed, and the rest is
history.

All of his former "Star Trek" co-stars agree that DeForest Kelley was a true gentleman.
Even William Shatner, who is as well known for his big ego as for his small talent
(much as it pains me to admit it), treated Kelley with respect on the set, while
continuing to "disrupt, redirect, or negate the roles and lines other actors were
attempting to work with." He didn't do it to Leonard Nimoy because Nimoy wouldn't let
him, his private persona being as strong off-camera as the Vulcan one is on camera.
But despite this great inner strength (or maybe because of it), Nimoy is considered one
of the most fan friendly "Star Trek" actors in the business. He's known as a mensch, a
good Yiddish word meaning a kind, decent person and an all-around nice guy whom
everybody loves. But even he couldn't hope to match DeForest Kelley's Southern
charm and chivalry: "I was always fascinated by the simplicity of his life. He seemed to
be the kind of guy who could sit on the back porch with his wife and watch the grass
grow. On the other hand, when he was at work, he was totally professional, always
there, worked as hard as if not harder than anybody else..."

Happily, Shatner soon learned to appreciate Kelley's peaceful, diplomatic persona.
This respect carried over to "Star Trek V: The Final Frontier", the epic stinker which
Shatner directed (I'm sorry, Bill, but it was pretty bad! Even a devoted Trekker like
myself can't deny that simple fact. In fact, it was so bad that it was given the Mystery
Science Theater 3000 treatment by a group of Star Trek fans impersonating the MST
crew. Next time you're at a Star Trek convention, look for a video copy of "Mystery
Trekker Theater 3000" in the dealer's room.) In it, Shatner gently led Kelley through
the scene where Sybok, Spock's charismatic half-brother (played by Lawrence
Luckinbill), forces McCoy to relive the greatest pain of his life, where he allows his
elderly, terminally ill father to die with dignity.

Much later, when Kelley laid dying of cancer, Shatner actually took a day off when
Kelley called asking to see him, and spent the whole day talking to him about ideas for
original cast movies, keeping the dying man's spirits up. He also read one of Kelley's
poems at a Star Trek convention where Kelley was unable to appear because of his
illness. He even visited Kelley at the Motion Picture and Television Fund hospital and
told him jokingly, "De, don't die! But if you die -- give me your hair!" And he still enjoys
telling fans the story about De and the English muffins he stole from him on the set of
ST V, when everybody was gathering for breakfast at the Kraft Services Wagon.

I was moved to tears by Ms. Rioux' moving account of DeForest's final moments.
According to her, De remained a gentleman to the end; even as he lay dying, he spent
more time comforting his grieving friends and worrying about his ailing wife then he did
speculating over where he would end up. I'm sure he knew that the Lord would
welcome him; despite his spotty church attendance after leaving Conyers for
Hollywood, he managed to live a good, upright life compared to most of his
contemporaries; his long, loving marriage, his steadfast loyalty to his friends and
family, the quality of his acting, which reflected the quality of his sterling character, are
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all proofs of this. The rockbound Christian faith he was raised with never deserted him,
despite the rocky shoals of life he was occasionally forced to steer through. He always
carried a copy of the Actor's Prayer in his wallet to get him through those hard times;
it's comforting to think he may have been whispering this prayer at the very end.

I think Terry Lee Rioux did a decent job telling an honest, exact account of the life of
one of "Star Trek's most beloved actors. I look forward to reading the finished product,
after it's been edited and boiled down to its essence, so that everyone will know what a
treasure we lost when the life of Jackson DeForest Kelley ended. Rest in peace, Mr.
Kelley. And thank you for a very good biography, Ms. Rioux.

Replies: 1 Comment

Hi Terri:I Love the book and by the way I've got two copies of it and I'm really enjoying
the novel plus I love the pics that you in there along with DeForest,William & Leonard
what an awesome picture and I have no complaints about the book because and it's
book to enjoy you did a wonderful job on writing such a beautiful novel Keep up the
good work.

Posted by Tara Berardi @ 05/16/2005 04:45 PM PST
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From Far Away Vol. 1
Story and Art by Kyoko Hikawa
First published in Japan by Hakusensha, Inc. 1992
Adapted and translated edition published by VIZ, 2004

Revolutionary Girl Utena: The Adolescence of Utena
Story and Art by Chiho Saito
First published in Japan by Shongakukan, Inc. 1996
Adapted and translated edition published by VIZ, 2004

Princess Mermaid
Story and Art by Junko Mizuno
First published in Japan by Bunkasha, 2003
Adapted and translated edition published by VIZ, 2004

Review by Kelly Taylor

What do comic books do? I mean other than produce that enchanting odor of molding
paper that permeates so many of our closets, attics, and basements? Do they express
forbidden hopes? Fears? Dreams? Aggressions? Desires? Reading Japanese comics
(called manga) always makes me wonder about the true functionality of American
comics. In Japanese hands, what is familiar about the genre becomes defamilarized.
What is natural and normal becomes exotic and dreamlike. Transplanted from their
cultural context into ours, Japanese comics make a reader like me aware of the subtle
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nuances of the process of consuming this category of entertainment artifacts and our
collective motivations for producing and collecting picture books for grown-ups.

If you have never read a manga -- and I'm going to assume you haven't -- you're in for
a veritable sushi bar of cultural oddities. Viz has chosen to print two of the books I'm
reviewing in Japanese page ordering style. The books read from back to front. The
pages scan from right to left instead of from left to right. It's a dyslexic's nightmare.
Starting at the back of the book was no challenge, but remembering to begin on the
right was beyond me. I found myself trying to grasp the entire page at once. Whether
or not the artist intended for me to, I saw each page as a collection of simultaneous
images broken into bits and clusters of overlapping dialogue. The stories seem
therefore more cinematic, more like stories about groups instead of individuals.

Japanese onomatopoeia are different than American ones. In From Far Away a falling
monster goes "zashaa" upon impact. The hero runs away -- "fwoosh, woosh, woosh."
The monster follows -- "guoo." The hero stops -- "scpt." The monster pounces --
"guau!" You can't really say that these Japanese approximations of sound are any
more far-fetched than our own. For instance, if you ever get punched in the face and
your head makes a noise that sounds like "biff!" you'd better hope you've got some
major medical coverage.

Noticing strange onomatopoeia made me reflect on the whole issue of sound in comic
books. It's easy when presented with pages packed with luscious graphics to forget
that American comic book artists, like their Japanese counterparts, go to some trouble
to create a soundscape to accompany their visual feast.

I was struck by how quiet these three manga were. Not only is the Japanese
protagonist more likely run to the tune of "fwoosh, woosh, woosh" than "thumpa,
thumpa, thumpa," he or she is also likely to be seen in more panels that feature silent
moments of emotion. American comics are full of bulging muscles and breasts. Manga
are full of glances packed with mystery and silent foreboding. An American comic book
hero is frequently shown with fist clenched, muscles straining in determination or
outrage. In manga, there are more pictures of faces. A male character will glance over
his shoulder, his features beautiful but unreadable. A heroine's large eyes go wide with
embarrassment or glitter with feeling at a moment of epiphany. Epiphanies seem to be
very important in manga. Perhaps that's why the monsters go "zashaa" instead of
"blap." Everyone's being quiet so they can think.

Two of the manga, From Far Away and Revolutionary Girl Utena, are produced by a
company called Shojo. Shojo provides a definition of its own name inside the back --
no, front -- cover of each book. Shojo is 1) manga appealing to both male and female
readers, 2) exciting stories with true to life characters and the thrill of exotic locations,
3) connecting heart and mind through real human relationships.

Can you imagine D.C. or Marvel introducing their products in such a manner? Would
adolescent American boys (heterosexist proto-pigs that they are allowed to be) be
caught dead reading anything that was supposed to appeal to girls as well as boys?
Would even the creators of The Uncanny X-Men and Spiderman boast of "connecting
heart and mind through real human relationships" instead of touting their "pulse-
pounding action?" Manga come from a different world.

Speaking of coming from a different world, From Far Away begins with a premise
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familiar to any reader of amateur Science Fiction. A young girl, the daydreaming
daughter of a Science Fiction author, is swept into an alternate dimension where she is
a terribly, terribly important person. There's a dark edge to this Mary Sue adventure,
though. The dark, mysterious, emotionally unavailable, supernaturally gifted
warrior/mage who rescues her thinks he might have to kill her in order to save his
world. I'm betting that he doesn't, but stay tuned for part II.

Revolutionary Girl Utena: The Adolescence of Utena starts out as such a wild,
inarticulate, mish-mash of Eastern and Western metaphor and iconography I was
actually disappointed when it started to make sense. The book begins with Utena's first
day at a high school that looks like an upscale shopping mall. You may figure out that
something symbolic is going on when you read that the "princes" of the school have
sword-fighting duels in a rose garden suspended above the school grounds -- unless
they did a lot of that sort of thing at your school... Winning a duel with the reigning
champion gives the victor possession of the oh-so-willing Rose Bride. Don't let yourself
be too titillated by the brief cross-dressing and continuing threat of imminent hot two
girl action, though. This is serious After School Special about how hard it is to grow up.

Princess Mermaid, my pick for best of the three, is a gothic fairy tale. The Neo-Deco-
Retro Pop art style is relentlessly cute, but serves as an unsettling counterpoint to the
unrelenting ugliness of the plot and the black hearts of the characters. Like all good
fairy tales, Princess Mermaid is about seduction, betrayal, murder, madness, and
death.

To go back to my original question, what is it, then, that comic books do? Like I said
earlier, epiphanies are important in manga. Even though all three of these plots feature
relationships, I wouldn't categorize them as Romances. These stories are not about
overcoming obstacles in order to live happily ever after. They are about learning (or not
learning) about oneself from interaction with an Other.

Bracket for a moment all the adolescent fascination with sex and violence. Comic
books in both cultures are coded ways of exploring reality. In the same way American
comic books are about metaphorically defeating that which frightens or angers us,
Japanese manga let the reader play detective in the great human mystery --
discovering your true self.
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Star Trek Voyager - Spirit Walk
Book One- Old Wounds

Written by: Christie Golden
Published by: Pocket Books
www.simonsays.com/st

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Captain Chakotay rejoins his ship Starship Voyager as Commanding Officer. Starfleet
Command is skeptical towards his abilities and cynically wait for the new Commanding
Officer to go back to his Maquis Ways.

Voyager's first mission with Captain Chakotay as Commander is the transport and
repopulation of the Planet Loran II with the remaining displaced colonists. The crew
expects a simple mission flight to Loran II, planetary inspection, offloading of colonist's
and their belongings with a last check before departure home.

Such assumptions seem logical. Chakotay will have his sister, Sekaya on the mission
as spiritual advisor to the colonists and the colonists themselves are gentle, peace-
loving people.

But when the Voyager arrives at Loran II, they discover a large foreboding storm
hovering over the colonists home. Chakotay and his sister Sekaya take the shuttle with
a few other lead crew members to investigate.
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What they find leaves all those onboard the voyager, the colonists and especially
Sekaya and Chakotay wondering if they have only begun their mission. Questions, old
threats, and a particular nasty Cardassian present themselves.

Spirit Walk was a very quick read for me, about 4 hours and done. This doesn't speak
to the quality of the story. I did enjoy the overtones of American Indian History, Indian
spirituality, and the transition of same into a fictional time and place for Star Trek
Voyager to go. Quite nice.

Sekaya proves a far more interesting character, for me, than her brother Chakotay.
The storyline itself, introduction of character lines and undulating political currents
present a nice rhythm. Definitely a "vacation on the beach" book.

I'll look forward to the next in the series, as I'd like to know what that nasty Cardassian
has up his slimy sleeve.
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Less Than Heroes
by David Yurkovich
Publisher: Top Shelf Productions

Review by Kathryn Ramage

Superheroes just aren't what they used to be. Faster than a
speed bullet? Able to leap tall buildings in a single bound? Uh-
uh. Self-obsessed and full of post-modern ironic detachment?
Yep. At least, that's the kind of heroes we get in David
Yurkovich's comic-book universe.

The situation in Less Than Heroes is explained in an introductory
section, complete with slide show and Starbucks rant: in this universe, superheroes are
unionized, and most major cities contract with specific superheroes for protection
against supervillains and their evil plans. Philadelphia, however, where this story is set,
has hired a quartet of non-union heroes -- namely, our heroes, who collectively call
themselves Threshold. Since Philly sees very little in the way of supervillainry, the
members of Threshold tend to spend more time hanging out around their headquarters
and eating cookies (Hydrox cookies are a featured favorite) than acting in the city's
defense.

This wouldn't make much of a comic-book adventure, but problems arise when a
number of New York's villains decide to make Philadelphia their new home. In
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addition, Threshold must contend with an escaped top-secret government living
weapon named Lightning Man, and the fearsome Stamp Collector, who turns his
victims into stamps in his book. This last adventure was my favorite, especially during
the sequence when our heroes are trapped inside the Collector's book, and wander
from stamp to stamp trying to find their way out. One member of the team, who is
obsessed with dental hygiene, also runs into what seems to be his perfect arch-
nemesis -- a villain who goes by the name of Root Canal and holds the power to "show
you pain the likes of which you've never experienced."

This comic novel is a lot of fun -- even laugh-out-loud funny at points -- but there are
also some genuinely disturbing moments, particularly in the Lightning Man saga. At the
end of the book is an essay by the author that considers the question of how comic-
book characters age: should they only exist in monthly installments, so that they age
very slowly and span decades with little change, or should their adventures take place
in real time, so that they grow old at the same rate as real people do?
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Owly
by Andy Runton
Publisher: Top Shelf Comics

Review by Kathryn Ramage

This is adorable -- one of the sweetest children's
stories I've seen in a long time.

Owly is a graphic novel about a lonely little owl who finds a friend.
The first panels capture both Owly's loneliness and kindness
beautifully, without one word: birds at a feeder fly away in alarm
as someone approaches, but it's only Owly, come to replenish

the birdseed for them. Owly finds two fireflies trapped in a glass jar; he releases them,
only to have them also fly away in fear. Then it starts to rain. Five pages in, the full-
page image of this little owl standing alone in the middle of the woods in a rainstorm is
just heartbreakingly poignant. When Owly hears someone shouting for help, he finds
and rescues a worm drowning a mud puddle, and takes it home.

The book is divided into two stories: In the first, "The Way Home," Owly helps his new
friend Wormy find his home and family again after the worm was swept away by the
rainstorm. In the second, "The Bittersweet Summer," Owly and Wormy befriend a pair
of hummingbirds. In both stories, Owly is required to let his friends go and risk losing
them, and yet he does so.
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The dialog in the word-balloons throughout the book is not presented as written text,
but as a set of pictograms that are easy to understand and tell the story without
crowding the pages (and without making the reader wonder just how a worm and owl
would talk to each other). More complex ideas, like information on the care, feeding,
and migratory habits of hummingbirds, are conveyed via a book on birds, which Owly
consults to understand their behavior.

Owly is charming, sweet, and kind-hearted, but never overly precious or treacly. I
found it not only adorable, but genuinely touching.

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

http://www.marsimport.com/display_comic.php?ID=7939&affiliateID=20
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


Archived Entry - 11/27/2004: "Graphic Novel review: Owly"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000233.htm[4/27/2019 3:31:22 PM]

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 11/22/2004: "Resident Evil: Genesis"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000232.htm[4/27/2019 3:31:26 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Manga Review: Worst (No. 1)"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Graphic
Novel review: Owly"]

11/22/2004 Archived Entry: "Resident Evil: Genesis"

Resident Evil: Genesis
By Keith R Decandido

Publisher: Pocket Books

Review by William Wentworth-Sheilds

Resident Evil: Genesis is the novelization of the first Resident Evil movie. When the
movie first came out, it was (rightly) dismissed as a dim, thin, loud, bad action movie
with zombies. No doubt the pitch went something like: “Imagine Aliens, with none of
the tension, grace, charisma, and humor ... but with zombies!” RE: Genesis actually
adds a little depth to the movie, especially in the first half. But it isn't enough. Not
nearly enough.

The Resident Evil franchise (called Biohazard in Japan) is a very typically Japanese
effort at cultural and technological blending. It was paired with the first (successful)
home videogame console (pay no mind to the CDi's and SegaCD's gathering dust, and
bankruptcy notices, in the corner) to use optical media as the medium for its games,
giving game developers for home consoles their first real opportunity to create games
with the kind of graphic detail, and length as those made for desktop personal
computers. PC game developers had access to hard drives and CD-ROMS, allowing
for lush, polished games like Myst, and Seventh Guest. They may or may not have
been particularly good games, but there was no denying they looked darn nice, and
sold millions upon millions of copies.

The Super Nintendo Entertainment System (SNES), and other home consoles of the
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same generation could support long games, with very deep gameplay; but they used
cartridges as their storage medium, and the longer, more beautiful the game, the more
memory was needed, and the more expensive the cartridge became to manufacture.
CDs were orders of magnitude cheaper, effectively ending the memory bottleneck.
Enter the Sony Playstation.

Games created for the Playstation, released in 1996, the same year as the first
Resident Evil game, could feature the kind of graphics that before then could only be
experienced on a desktop computer. With less computational heft than PCs, loading
screens were required for many games, in order to stream the data off of the CD. It
was considered a worthwhile trade-off. The RE series employed one of the cleverest
loading screens: as players advanced, the time required to load the next room or area
of the game was filled with a scene of a door opening. Rather than distracting players,
it built a sense of anticipation for what would be found the next screen over. Even as
the series has been remade and expanded for faster, more capable videogame
consoles, like the Sega Dreamcast, and the Nintendo Gamecube, it has retained the
convention of displaying a door opening to segment, and pace the player's experience
of the game, and heighten the suspense.

RE looked like a PC adventure game, with densely detailed, colorful backgrounds, and
well animated characters rendered using geometric shapes to give them dimension
and heft. It played like a twitch-action game; players had to solve puzzles, explore their
surroundings, and advance the story, all while shooting zombies, mutated dogs and
birds, and boss monsters. Or, lacking ammunition, run from all of the above, searching
for weapons and devices that would even the odds. Biohazard/RE was an incredible
success, and made the director of the game, Shinji Mikami a household name in
Japan, where videogame developers are regarded as famous movie directors and
producers are here in America. Since the first game, many, many derivative sequels,
ports, and repackaged "special" editions have been produced. All of them feature
variations on the elements of the first game: tank-like controls for moving your
character around the screen, dodging and fighting the undead, the undead and
assorted minions of the, er, undead, a healthy smattering of set-pieces designed to
startle players with enemies jumping through windows, from the ceiling, out of
ventilation shafts, etc, absolutely god-awful cinematics, painful dialog, and wonderfully
mangled engrish.

It's pretty easy to picture Paul Anderson,
the director of the first RE movie, and
screenwriter of both, sifting through and
discarding most of the convoluted
backstory that knits the various games
together. Unfortunately, the new material
that's intended to make the movie
accessible to people who've never
played the games loses much of the
sweaty, over-heated charm of the series.
Ironically enough, in the videogame, the
action drives the story; players kill
zombies, clear rooms, solve puzzles in
order to trigger cinematics that feature dialog, and advance the story. As painful as the
dialog is, no matter how wooden the voice acting, nonsensical as the story might be,
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advancing through the game is measured not in carnage, but by uncovering the story.
In the movies, the opposite is the case; the dialog and story is endured in order to
reach the next scene of explosive, kinetic carnage and destruction.

The movie, like the first game, begins in a large, seemingly abandoned mansion, and
introduces a new character, Alice. Alice, played by the inscrutable and grouchy Milla
Jovovich, wakes from unconsciousness, having completely lost her memory. She
doesn't know how she ended up where she is, and is floored by the presence of
wedding pictures on top of and high-powered pistols in the bottom drawer of "her"
dresser, as well as the night-vision wearing commandos smashing through the
windows into a cavernous, marble-festooned foyer. This isn't a terrible start, and it
mirrors, in its way, the mentality of the average videogame player holding the
controller, manual untouched, waiting for the game to tell them what to do, where to
point their gun.

Videogames, good ones, structure the experience of the player
in several ways. There's the incentive to open new “cut scenes”,

but that's (hopefully) only the beginning. Most typically, there's a learning curve where
players are introduced to gameplay techniques, and then given a tasks to perform that
involve chaining together a series of those techniques. To start, a player might run
away from a zombie, pick up a gun in the next room, go to the next room, equip and
aim the gun at a new zombie, and then shoot until it ceases to move and a pool of
blood forms on the floor under its body (then realize that you have no bullets left, and
realize that you'll be spending a lot of time running ...). In practice, this curve often
resembles a staircase, as players master some techniques, clear a set of tasks, and
are then challenged to learn more techniques, and perform more elaborate tasks.
These usually involve subtle variations of the preceding iteration, such as learning to
aim your gun toward the ground, causing the zombie to stumble, enabling the player to
run past the momentarily disabled enemy. As the player becomes more proficient, the
game introduces new challenges.

The movie largely ignores this element of the franchise. Alice may not remember her
name, but she can kick the shit out of anything that moves, regardless. We (and she)
are told straight off what the mansion is, who she is (an elaborate facade on top of a
vast underground bioweapons laboratory, and head of security, respectively), and the
movie abandons forthwith it's most interesting and enigmatic set in favor of gleaming,
intermittently illuminated corridors, offices, and vaguely “scientific” rooms. The original
game was much more intimate in scale, and players spent the first half of the game
(many ... many hours) exploring the mansion that occupies perhaps the first seven
minutes of the movie. This largely involved key “fetch” quests, exploring for items that
would open new rooms to explore. Clearly not something that would translate well to a
fast-paced action movie. Given that it's a terrible action movie, it might have been
worth a shot to make a movie that actually built upon the experience of someone
playing the game, showing Alice isolated, having to improvise weapons and plans to
elude the zombies that have overrun the mansion and blocked her escape, and in the
process peeling away at the mystery of how the zombies came to life. Instead, she
spends most of the movie as a somewhat passive member of a team of largely inert
muscle-heads that are armed to the teeth.

This may well have been making a virtue of necessity, given the limitations of the
Playstation's computational prowess, but the RE series has never emphasized cutting
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down hundreds of enemies with massive firepower, Dawn of the Dead-style. It has
always been paced more existentially and deliberately. One of the most fearsome
bosses, a horrific, hunched creature, her arms shackled together with an enormous
block of metal that she uses to tremendous effect as a mace, is named “Lisa,” and
turns out to be the daughter of the architect of the mansion, George Trevor. She was
infected with a virus that turned her into the creature the player fights. The founders of
Umbrella Corp., who comissioned the building of the mansion, trapped George in a
maze in the basement, where he starves to death. The player finds scattered remnants
of his anguished notes, and letters from Lisa to him throughout the mansion. There are
also diaries written from the point of view of grunts working in the lab who have been
accidentally exposed to bioweapons that depict them slowly losing their sanity, and
humanity. The prose is decidedly purple, but the games recognize, in ways the movie
is oblivious to, that the zombies are objects of fascination, the one thing that players
can actively interact with, and tries to serve that need. RE was a technological
milestone, to be sure, but it wanted very much to be a serious contribution to Japan's ...
extensive ... cultural reckoning with the folly of playing God. Can't imagine where they
picked up that obsession.

One of the most evocative examples of this sensibility can be found in one of the
innumerable games inspired by RE, Forbidden Siren. Actually, the commercial,
advertising it to the Japanese market is probably more interesting than anything in the
game itself. It featured a young girl knocking at the window of a house looking in over
her shoulder, and then cuts to her parents inside who are stricken with horror. We then
cut back and see that the girl is a zombie. RE: Genesis, to its credit, uses this device in
structuring the first half of its narrative. One of the major characters in the book only
appears as a zombie in the film; we learn more about her, and her relationship to her
brother (one of the living characters), and something of the texture of working for
Umbrella, the company that is at the root of the evil in Resident Evil. As the movie
devolves into a desperately monotonous series of chase and fight scenes, the book
succumbs to the limitations of its source, going as far as to reprint, verbatim, entire
passages to pad the book to its 277 page length, as well as injecting an incredible
amount of spectacularly awful sex talk. No sex, just a whole lot of mouth breathing
about how damn sexy everyone is. Sigh. Coulda, shoulda been so much more.

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

http://www.gamespot.com/live/choose_prefs2.html?title=Forbidden+Siren+Pulled+Forbidden+Siren+Commercial&path=siren_ps2_1112_jcom144.asx&pid=918848&ppath=ps2/adventure/siren&ksubmoid=b3d6a413-c4e8-120c-9e3f-c5769eab343d&urdate=1082444400
http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/partner?partner_id=28872&cgi=product&isbn=0743492919
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 11/22/2004: "Resident Evil: Genesis"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000232.htm[4/27/2019 3:31:26 PM]

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 11/21/2004: "Manga Review: Worst (No. 1)"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000231.htm[4/27/2019 3:31:29 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Manga Review: Dolls"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Resident Evil:
Genesis"]

11/21/2004 Archived Entry: "Manga Review: Worst (No. 1)"

Worst (No. 1)
by Hiroshi Takahashi
Publisher: Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Tom Good

Suzuran Boys' High School is the worst school in the city, and is
famous for being full of thugs and troublemakers. Into this mix
comes Hana Tsukishima, an unsophisticated country boy who
has never seen a cell phone except on TV. He finds himself living
in a boarding house with some tough classmates, and trying to
get his bearings at Suzuran, a school which features an annual

Freshman fighting contest. And far from being a secret, underground event, this
competition is actually announced over the school's official PA system.

(click on images for larger image)

Worst is a classic "fish out of water" story, with Hana as the plucky outsider
who has to negotiate the challenge of a new school and a different
subculture. The story is amusing, though not especially original. But the
artwork in Worst really shines. Rather than drawing the saucer-eyed, spiky-
haired boys who inhabit a large portion of the manga universe, Takahashi

created a quirky style that makes the variation in the characters' faces into the primary
visual element. It may take the reader a chapter or so to get used to this style, but it is
an investment well worth making.
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Worst (No. 1) is like a symphony composed of facial expressions. The boys'
cool, brooding stares transform into impish smirks and back again with a
flair that makes me want to read the same pages over and over again.
Perhaps to test whether readers are paying attention, Takahashi even
sneaks in a two-page section where all the faces are completely missing.

The clever art in this book puts it into the "must read" category. Manga fans will not
want to miss this one.
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Dolls
by Yumiko Kawahara

Publisher: VIZ

Reviewed by Kathryn Ramage

The 'dolls' in this graphic collection of thematically related short stories are living dolls;
according to the dialog in the stories, they are some kind of plant that grows to look
exactly like a lovely, golden-haired Victorian-style little girl doll. They live on milk and
sugar cookies -- and mustn't ever be fed anything else! -- and will only consent to be
purchased by someone they have taken a liking to. But who knows what thoughts go
on behind those little rosebud smiles and placidly gazing eyes? The dolls are all sold
from one shop in an unnamed city by an androgynous shopkeeper with an oddly low-
key sales pitch (but a very effective one, considering the number of initially reluctant
customers who are persuaded to buy one of these incredibly expensive, high-
maintenance toys).

Owning one of these dolls, it seems, can become an obsession. The collection features
a number of stories of doll owners being drawn deeper and deeper in by their efforts to
maintain their dolls and keep them happy, including:

A man who feeds his doll foods he shouldn't to try and please it, including
a few drops of brandy in its milk.

A father who gives his traumatized and silent little girl a doll that looks
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exactly like her, and then gets the two of them confused.

Two different tales about the 'Pearls of Heaven," a rare and fabulous jewel
that comes from the tears of a doll. But how do you make a doll cry?

An artist who has been commissioned to paint a portrait of a doll for an old
man who has fallen in love with it.

A capricious gambler who buys a doll as a lucky charm -- which turns out
to be the last straw for his long-suffering girlfriend.

The stories are sadly touching, even haunting, sometimes unsettling, and even
occasionally funny. Also, since this was my first experience in reading a graphic novel
"backwards" -- i.e., although the text has been translated into English, the layout of the
book remains in the original Japanese style, and reads from right to left from the "back"
-- I was never entirely certain that I was reading the panels in the correct order, and
this gave the plotlines and dialog a somewhat disjointed and dream-like feeling, which
increased the uncanniness of the dolls and their world for me. But I think that even the
more experienced manga reader with a taste for quirky fantasy will find this to be a
strange and lovely set of stories.
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Flame of Recca, Vol. 1: A Ninja's Test (Episodes 1-4)
Publisher: VIZ
Format: DVD

Review by Tom Good

Recca Hanabishi, like most high school boys, has special fighting
powers and a mysterious past. (Well, like most high school boys
in anime, anyway.) He belongs to a secret ninja clan and can
harness the power of mystical fire. Clearly it is no ordinary fire,
because it can burn the clothes off a female opponent without
damaging her skin -- an ability that high school boys everywhere

will appreciate. In theory, such powers might lead to an isolated and secretive life, but
luckily for Recca, most of the other people he encounters possess supernatural
artifacts: weapons called madogu, which in Recca's world are as common as cell
phones.

In A Ninja's Test, Recca must first learn to use his fire, then fight against adversaries
whose madogu have the powers of wind and water. He dedicates himself to serve his
"Princess" Yanagi, a female classmate with healing powers. Another woman, the
mysterious Kagehoshi, puts Recca into dangerous situations, but is she trying to kill
him, or just toughen him up?

The English audio on this DVD is a good example of why I usually like to listen to the
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Japanese audio with English subtitles. The English audio track changes the feeling of
the characters. In Japanese, Yanagi sounds very childlike and cute, but her English
voice sounds too old. On the other hand, in Japanese Recca sounds more grown-up
and thoughtful than his English counterpart, who sounds too immature to me.
Kagehoshi is pretty good in both versions, though. With this DVD, you can try it both
ways and compare.

Another factor with the audio is that a good bit of the dialogue consists of yelling. Some
scenes are full of stock exchanges along the lines of, "You'll never escape this!
Gyaaaaaaaa!!" "Oh yeah? Kyaaaaaaaaa!!" For some reason, I find this more annoying
in English.

A Ninja's Test is entertaining, and I liked the character designs, especially for Recca
and Kagehoshi. The DVD extras include a gallery of character sketches, English and
Japanese audio, and opening and closing theme songs.
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Dark Thirst
Featured Authors: Omar Tyree, Angela Allen, Monica Jackson, Linda Addison,

Donna Hill, and Kevin Brockenbrough
Edited by: Angela Allen
Published by: Pocket Books (a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.)
Visit: http://www.simonandschuster.com

Review by Kathy LaFollett

According to L.A. Band, author of the Vampire Huntress Legend series, Dark Thirst is
"A dark disturbing, hauntingly unique compilation of stories told in multiple, talented
voices."

I'll agree.

Dark Thirst presents itself as an epiphany in Vampire Literature created by the cutting
edge talent currently found in the African American arena. A proffering of 6 tales from
the black perspective, which, according to the introduction has not been done before.
I'll take their word for it. The introduction itself is a great historical read. I recommend
you read this chapter before cutting your teeth on the tales within.

Rather than dissecting the publication story by story I feel a holistic view would be far
more valuable. The most striking, but not surprising, tone throughout the book is the
level of pride to the black race as a whole. The life of vampires is filtered through the
black experience (I'm white, so I tread lightly with this statement) with abandon and an
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"in your face; no apologies" manner.

Each story lends a view of a prismatic whole. I thoroughly enjoyed each flavor on it's
own merits, as well as, in compliment to the first. When I first read through the
introduction pages, I was concerned that I may feel alienated by the blatant
expressions of "these are BLACK vampires". And at the same time, I thought, how
sad, that I would even consider that thought in the first place. As history has played out
the alienation of the black community via TV, radio, retail, education, and civil rights.
Yes, although the stories transported me easily with fabulous tales, I was often drawn
to the "racial issues". I must be a liberal.

Dark Thirst as a "Vampire Tales" compilation truely raises the benchmark on so many
different levels. One can consider the past authors of the Vampire and their ways and
come to the conclusion that they never pushed the envelope like the crew of Dark
Thirst. You'll find yourself pulled into twists of personality, practice, and mythology
reworked that shatter the expected. New ground is broken, even within the Werewolf.

Eroticism is pushed to pornographic detail and weight. And yet, the writing and
storytelling is strong enough to validate such extreme sexual content. And it is extreme
at times. There is a balance between the pornography and character content that truely
challenges the reader to "get real" and consider the fact that if an undead creature is
carnal in feeding, it would only stand to reason it's habits would also be carnal and
animalistic.

You'll most likely read through the first story fully aware of the "black perspective" of
this publication. But by the end of the second you will be so engrossed by the talent
and their offerings, that perspective will quietly give way to the very essence of each
tale. My favorite tale is the last. For me, Kevin Brockenbrough crashed through the
barriers of preconceived ideals to the vampire and tread new ground with brutal
honesty towards today's society. "The Family Business" is an addictive read. I found
myself whispering "wow" out loud on a number of pages simply because Mr.
Brockenbrough took an angle of thought and discourse that was so fresh, so gutsy, the
reader can only grin to himself and enjoy the ride. Good fiction stands on fact. He's
taken the past fiction, rewrote it to live in these times and this place we, the reader
know, and forced a rebirth of what is and is not a vampire. I would very much love to
see a full epic come from the laptop of this guy.

Dark Thirst does what it sets out to do according to Angela Allen, "Each of these artists
has dared to enter the world of the vampire not as pale imitations of themselves,
stripped of all cultural identity and reduced to cheap caricatures, but as strong African
American writers who bring a new dimension to an old story, taking it above and
beyond the accepted norm. In doing so, they change the definition of vampire forever."

Yes, Angela, you and your peers did just that.
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Bighead
by Jeffrey Brown
Top Shelf Productions

Review by Tom Good

Bighead is a spoof of costumed superhero comics, and as such it
reminds me of Flaming Carrot (an old favorite of mine that had
one of the best covers ever) and The Tick. But Bighead has a
more down-to-earth feel than either of those comics. Bighead
himself is a superhero without superpowers, but he does have an
awfully big head. He inhabits a world where, luckily for him, most

of the super-villains have powers like being distractingly good-looking ("The
Temptationress"), or having a claw for a hand ("Crabby").

Bighead neatly parodies comic gimmicks by having an Issue 0, a Wedding Issue with
"multiple collectible covers," a Spanish-language issue, and even a "Worthless
Collector's Quadruple Print Second Issue!" Aspiring artists can consult the How To
Draw Bighead section and the rough sketches in the back. The book is full of grin-
inducing details, from the name of Bighead's love interest, Rebessica, to the villain who
cackles, "nothing will stop us from distributing these bootleg compact discs of today's
hottest selling contemporary performers!" If there were an award for being hilariously
awkward, Bighead would win it. Recommended.
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February 9, 2006: UPDATE ON THE NOVEL!
The Lonely Ring Finger (Pre-Order*)
Only the Ring Finger Knows Novel
Author/Artist: Satoru Kannagi, Hotaru Odagiri
ISBN: 1569709041
246 pages
Dimensions: 4 1/8" x 6 3/4"
Release Date: Mar 15, 2006
SRP: $8.95
More info! or Leave a comment!

*Powells has the description wrong, but everything
else is right.

End of update.

Edit 070105: I don't know if it's been announced elsewhere, but Isaac
Lew of Digital Manga told me today at AnimeExpo that the "Only the
Ring Finger Knows" novels will be published in May 2006. Lucky us!
Thank you, Digital Manga!

Edit 20050406 IMPORTANT MESSAGE (scroll down for review):

"Petition for Only the Ring Finger Knows Novel
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"There is more story behind the ring finger than
what anyone knows...

"The genre of Boy's Love novels is well known in
Japan but is almost unrepresented her in the United
States. Now that the growing trend towards
publishing yaoi is occurring in the translated manga
market, we would like to bring one of our most
popular yaoi titles to our readers in its original form.
"Only The Ring Finger Knows", the novel.

"So let your voice be heard! For those fans of the OTRFK manga, if
you wish to see this title, and possibly other BL novels published in an
English format, please fill out the online petition listed here."

Message from Ginger:
PLEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAASSSSSSSSSSE sign this,
I'm DYING to know the whole Kazuki/Wataru story. Tell eveyone you
know, too, please, okay? Thanks! GM

and now here's the review:

Only the Ring Finger Knows
by Satoru Kannagi
Publisher: Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Why older women should read yaoi manga redux.

Warning and Full disclosure: I'm forty-four years old
and I've just started reading yaoi mangas and I'm
hooked like a bass. Furthermore, I know there's a lot
of yaoi theory out there and not only have I read
none of it, I intend to read none of it. So what you

read here is purely my impression of what I found thoroughly
enjoyable about Only the Ring Finger Knows, which wins the wacky title
of the week award, and what I found a little squirrelly about it.
Frankly, once I got into it, I loved it, I really loved it. (Images, except
one, removed 20041226, sorry. However, the art is worth buying a copy.) I
reviewed another yaoi manga, Passion, earlier and will be using some
of that text. So yes, I know I'm repeating myself, but no, it's not
senility (yet).

When I was twenty-nine I made a point of reading
my first and only Barbara Cartland romance. I read it
because I didn't want such a thing to pollute the
purity of my thirties (my twenties were beyond
redemption). I think I read it in an evening, mildly
enjoyed it and forgot all about it until I read Only the
Ring Finger Knows this week and was reminded of it,
because this manga is as sweet and as full of
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improbable events as the Cartland novel. But I liked Only the Ring Finger
Knows much more.

Plot synopsis from Digital Manga: "At Wataru Fujii's high school, it's
all the rage to wear paired rings with the girl you love. Wataru wears
one though he is single, and one day inadvertently discovers that his
ring pairs up with that of tall, handsome and smart Yuichi Kazuki, the
senior classman idolized by the entire school. Though Kazuki has a
reputation for being kind to all, when dealing with Wataru, he is
strangely harsh. Their paired rings somehow draw them together and
the two alternately clash and attract, as they must sort out their
budding feelings for each other."

Plot synopsis from Mayerson: "He hates me, he loves me, he doesn't
love me, he's a guy, I'm a guy, I hate him, I love him, he loves
someone else, I can't eat, I can't sleep, how am I ever going to get
over this and get into Tokoyo University? Oh wait! Maybe he. . . he,
um . . " Etc. It's adorable! I wish there were more of this. I understand
there are novels, and if they were translated into English or even
French, I would buy them and read them and obsess on them, too. If
anyone can go to Satoru Kannagi's site, which is in Japanese and tell
him this, I'd be much obliged. If anyone can also tell me why the
author and artist's blood types and sun signs are on the dust jacket,
I'd be much obliged to know that, too. Kind of a nice, but odd (to me),
touch.

So, unlike Passion, Only the Ring Finger Knows is aimed at the sixteen
and over crowd of girls, I assume, because I wonder if guys would get
it at all. This yaoi manga is full the sweetest smooches I've ever seen
between two guys who look like girls. And what causes me to stare at
these kisses is that, although I am far from an expert on how men
kiss each other, it seems to me that Yuichi and Wataru's kisses are
more like the way a gentleman kisses a lady: his hand lightly under
her jaw, more for support and direction, but never dominating,
grasping or scary. Whereas the male kisses I've seen in films and
books, usually one guy has the other guy's skull clamped between his
hands, as if to fully restrain him, and were the other guy, with luck
and dexterity, to liberate himself from such a kiss, he would need to
spend some time in a neck brace later on. So, every time Yuichi
kisses Wataru (and Yuichi is always the active partner), I think, "Gee,
how nice," and what I think might happen in a sequel is between me
and my fevered imagination. But what are yaoi mangas for if not to
give a woman something to think about?

I find it interesting that Only the Ring Finger Knows is aimed at sixteen
and older girls, which is about the age, maybe a little earlier, when
girls begin to wonder what's really going on with boys. And vice
versa, but girls (as I recall) really try to figure it out starting around
age sixteen. I think that a book like Only the Ring Finger Knows would
throw a pretty serious curve into that process because the main
characters are much prettier than most boys that age, hell, they're
prettier than most girls that age. And although the plot is more
rational and better executed, and the main characters are more
masculine than in Passion, Yuichi and Wataru are still not behaving in
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any way I've ever seen real boys behave. Maybe real boys do obsess
about each other and maybe they do kiss each other that way, but,
unlike Yuichi and Wataru, who indiscreetly smooch in parks, schools
and in the street, maybe other boys just hide it better. I also don't
know what the social customs in Japan are on such things; Only the
Ring Finger Knows might be firmly in realm of fantasy, of which yaoi is
probably an established part.

Anyway, I thought it was cute. I remember being struck by a line
somewhere in Brideshead Revisted where some woman explains that
boys grow up to be happier men if their first love is another boy
(whether they ever act on it sexually or not). That fits beautifully with
Only the Ring Finger Knows, except you want them to stay together
forever. Come to think of it, that's also what I wanted for those two
guys in Brideshead Revisted, but I digress.

For me, the appeal of gay erotica has always been seeing men
allowing themselves to be vulnerable to and tender with each other.
Yaoi throws that off kilter because the men do look like girls and
what I assumed to be the passive partner really looks more feminine
than the already feminine men around him. But I got over that very
quickly. However, this dissonance, lack of realism, detail, and, well, a
certain amount of logic set up a space for mentally reframing the
action in a more suitable way. At least that's what I did. Yes! I
obsessed on a yaoi manga, I admit it, I freely admit it.

The format throws an uninitiated Westerner off kilter, too, the book is
read right to left and thank you, Digital Manga Publishing, for the
handy-dandy diagram on what seems like the first page, but turns out
to be the last page, explaining how to read the damn thing. Once I got
the hang of it, it still felt weird, but that weird feeling kept me on my
toes, so I really paid attention to what I was reading. This book can
be read more than once, mainly because it can take one or two
readings just to stare at the drawing and get the hang of the format,
another reading just to take it all in, another reading to really focus
on who's speaking to whom and in which panel, another reading to
puzzle over what the hell might be going on here, and all the readings
after that just to mull it over.

So, you know, life is sometimes very stressful and sometimes a grown
woman needs something to relax with after a hard day in the world. I
would recommend Only the Ring Finger Knows, not exactly a literary
valium, but not unlike a literary glass of mid-price Chablis. Enjoy!

Edit November 23, 2004: I guess this isn't yaoi, according to this and
a few other things I read that finally convinced me, it's Shonen-Ai.
Apparently Shonen-Ai is "boy's love" and yaoi is gay porn. It's good to
learn something new everyday.

Edit June 7, 2005: And don't miss the fabulous Lene Taylor's
commentary on this manga "Why is Yuichi Kazuki so Mean?" And then
sign the Petition for Only the Ring Finger Knows Novel so we can all find
out what happens next.
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Edit June 24, 2005: In her second podcast, Lene Taylor takes a look at Desire.

Replies: 30 comments

Edit - Note to Jane:

"I wasn't kidding about older women reading these and being able to enjoy the fantasy
aspect of it. Younger women would have to have a skeptical attitude, and that's
antithetical. Skeptical young women would bring the species to a screaming halt in a
NY minute."

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 11/16/2004 10:47 AM PST

A slight correction -- shounen-ai (as interpreted by Westerners, not by the Japanese)
tends to mean mild Boys Love. Yaoi is NOT gay porn by any definition, though. By
Western standards, it simply means Boys Love with more sex. Both terms have other,
similar meanings in Japan, where Boys Love is the general term.

Posted by April G. @ 11/30/2004 06:53 AM PST

Thanks, April! Okay, now I think this is shounen-ai and "Passion" is yaoi and neither
are porn. Hm, whole new set of terms to learn, eek.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 11/30/2004 07:51 AM PST

I enjoyed reading your review of this manga. The story is as beautiful as the art. For
your interest, and the interest of those who read this review, Be Beautiful is a
publishing company that was recently formed to release yaoi titles - yea! They have
released some good titles, with more to come.

Posted by Shami @ 12/03/2004 08:48 PM PST

Thanks for the review, it's great.
"Only the Ring Finger Knows" has one of the most prettiest art I have seen, at least in
shonen-ai/yaoi mangas. Though I'm young (I mean really), I understand why women
like these kind of comics, books or whatever. It would be nice to talk with someone
who has this same intrest, if someone wants to talk, feel free to write me.

Posted by Nea @ 12/05/2004 11:53 PM PST

Thank you so much for this extensive review! I just read the manga yesterday and I
was so regretting not buying it (will do so today *laughs*).
Everything you mention is really true about the book - art is beautiful, the plot is
adorable beyond words. Guys being feminine in Boy's Love genre is essential for the
visual appeal (having masculine moncho guys isn't really effective in fantasy, ne? :P). I
like Only the Ring Finger Knows though, as while they're feminine in looks, they aren't
THAT feminine otherwise. Thank you once again for the review, because this manga
definitely deserves a long one like yours ^_~

Posted by Sachiko @ 12/29/2004 08:56 AM PST
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I haven't read this manga, but I plan on. I haven't even bought it yet, but I am definately
going to after reading your review! I threw my plans to buy Eerie Queerie vol. 1 to get
this! I sure as hell hope it is the best. I'm only 14, but I guess that Manga isn't manga
without the cute gay guys! ^-^
But are there any more bolumes, or just the one?

Posted by Larewen_evenstar @ 01/25/2005 12:25 PM PST

I LOVE this manga! It was absolutely beautiful in its simplicity, while still carrying an
undercurrent of pure, adult, sophisticated emotions. Yet another magical wonder of
yaoi. ;)

By the way, sun signs and blood types are incredibly important in Japanese culture. I'd
have to find you a source, but historically, marriages were only arranged between two
people of compatible blood types. If the types weren't compatible, then the marriage or
joining was no go. *smile* Some still carry on the practice to this day. Compatible blood
types are supposed to signify a "powerful" or "meant" joining. ;) I hope that helps.

Posted by yumijimeru @ 05/14/2005 11:20 PM PST

hey 1st i like to say to say wataru and yuichi are gods!!!!(lol)
have the novels come out in america?(flordia)?I'm dying to read them i really want to
know what happens afterword!!!

Posted by Raven @ 06/07/2005 01:54 PM PST

It's great to know the growing awareness and acceptance of this Japanese genre. I
haven't read this manga yet and it does sound like a loveable one. I'll definitely check it
out.

In regards to the other comments, I would like to add my two-cents. This manga is not
a yaoi but shonen-ai. Shonen-ai are more about young 'boys love' where as yaoi is
more graphic depiction of sex. Compare to the rating system in the USA, then light
shonen-ai would be PG-13 and hardcore yaoi would be XXX. There are several genres
within this category; from first loves to older man and teenager couples to shota to
slash doujinshi. The Japanese market has a wide spectrum of this type of genre with
the focus audience of teenage girls to young women. The majority of manga-ka
(manga authors) are female and novel writers are male. With the addition of American
publishers in translating these genre, the market for shonen-ai and yaoi material is
becoming more available. There are even drama CDs and anime you can purchase
readily now via online stores. Some reccomendations are Amazon.com, JPQueen.com
and Sasugabooks.com.

In regards to the blood type question. To the Japanese, the blood type is like the
zodiac signs, it determines the persons behavior and compatibility.

Now to the depiction of these boys/men that are drawn as women. Well, the general
Japanese audience much like myself prefer to look at pretty people and having gruffy
looking men with facial hair and everything is not so attractive. The Japanese call
these pretty boys bishounen. This terms refer to other non shonen-ai and yaoi guys
too.

I hope that covers it. Now if you are wondering how I know all this? I've two years of

http://bobstuffs.no-ip.com/cgi-bin/lar/YaBB.pl
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Japanese study and has been a fan of Japanese mangas, animes and novels ever
since I was a teenager. So if you have any questions, feel free to contact me via email.

If you are looking for some excellent reads, here are my personal favorites to name a
few:

Love Mode, Kizuna, Gravitation, Fake, and Fujimi no Orchestra

Posted by Amani @ 06/07/2005 03:18 PM PST

I love Only the Ring Finger knows and I would love to know what happens next. I'm
looking forward for the yaoi part.

Posted by Rebecca Ha @ 06/11/2005 09:12 AM PST

I'm looking forward to the yaoi part too. That's why I'm really hoping DMP will publish
the novels so I can at least read the yaoi part. Don't forget to sign the peition, please
and thank you.

http://www.yaoi-manga.com/petition

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 06/11/2005 04:28 PM PST

Ok, first off i have to say i love this manga!!! I'm an artist, and i really love/adore/admire
the art in OTRFK. This manga HAS to be read - it really is that good (the art, story...
everything)! And now for some good news that you might not know yet.... DMP are
going to publish Only The Ring Finger Knows - the Novel!! WOHOO!!! Guess everyone
(myself included) who signed that petition will be cheering now. No exact release date
set yet, but keep your eyes and ears open. At the moment they've listed the new novel
in the 'Future Releases: Just Announced' part of DMPs web site (www.yaoi-
manga.com), so go check it out! I think it might come out in 2006 (maybe?), so we can
all look forward to that year, 'cos then we non-Japanese-speaking people can finally
find out what happens next! ^_^ YAY!

Posted by Kes @ 07/13/2005 12:05 PM PST

any male manga-ka (manwha ga maybe) created a shonen ai/ yaoi 
doujinshi/manga before? -.- never heard of any but we learn new things everyday

Posted by SasuNaru lubbs @ 07/22/2005 11:57 AM PST

Ah yes, this manga instantly caught my eye when I went into the anime store. I've been
a fan of anime for over 5 years now and a fan of yaoi/shounen ai for 4 (i'm 18 now).
Most of my manga collection consists of mangas that are, if not outright shounen
ai/yaoi, then at least hint at it (it's more fun sometimes to imagine what pairings
COULD the mangaka have meant lol). A bunch of my friends are also rabid yaoi fans
(fangirls yeah~!!!).

This manga is definitely one of the better ones out there, beautiful art, light plot dabbled
with angst and humour, just perfect all around. I've noticed as I'm sure have a lot of
other fangirls that yaoi and shounen ai mangas are beginning to gain real momentum
here in North America and for that I am so grateful cuz I remember 5 years ago not
being able to find ANYTHING manga/anime related much less yaoi/shounen ai related.

mailto:amaniblue@yahoo.com
mailto:rebeccaha1974@yahoo.ca
http://www.yaoi-manga.com/petition
mailto:dlpritchett@hotmail.com
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I also recommend Legal Drug, Gravitation, Wish, Golden Cain (careful, this one's full
blown yaoi), Yami no Matsuei, and Fake. Although all of these (except Golden Cain)
are longer than just one volume (Gravitation is on it's 11th volume and counting), they
are all excellently plotted and drawn. If anyone wants to chat, just come to my website
www.livejournal.com/users/koneko_desu/
(it's also my blog =^-^=) and leave a comment (use the anonymous option to leave a
message if you don't have an account yourself).

Posted by Omi-kun @ 09/24/2005 02:40 PM PST

OH MY GOD SO CUTE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Spasms!!!!
Hahahahaha!!!!

Posted by Caylee and Kory @ 10/17/2005 09:22 AM PST

OHMIGAWD SO CUTE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Spasm's!!!! 
TO CUTE *DROOL* ^_^ =^..^= <(MEOOOOWW)
----Kory----

SO CUTE!!!!!! MAJOR SPASM'S!!!!!! I LOVE YUICHI KAZUKI!!! WATARU IS CUTE
TOO!!!! ;)
----Caylee----

Posted by Caylee and Kory @ 10/18/2005 09:16 AM PST

OMG!!! MAJORLY MAJOR SPASM"S !!!! HA HA HA!!! this is one of the cutest yaoi
books i have ever seen. *TWITCH* SPASM's *SQUEAK* * DIES*
Barried with OTRFK's. But seriously it is a very good book. =^..^= <( hehehe I MEAN
MEOW)

----Kory----

Posted by Kory @ 10/18/2005 09:21 AM PST

Well...Only the ring find knows is about the only shounen-ai I like. I admit. I love smutty
yaoi. haha but OTRFK is so sweet in a sick sadist sorta way. I can't wait for the novel
to be released.

Posted by froggie @ 10/18/2005 02:01 PM PST

I loved Only the Ring Finger Knows and I am DYING for the release of the novel! I
would import it and translate it myself But that takes too much work. <.< 
OTRFK is the CUTEST and SWEETEST yaoi manga ever!!! OTRFK.....ah....my daily
crack.

Posted by Candi @ 10/23/2005 04:58 PM PST

I very like how the story line goes. I admire the drawing very much and would want to
read part two but can never find it in book stores. I'm dying to read part two of Only the
Ring Finger Knows. I very injoy reading yaoi's graphic novels and would want to read
more. Keep up the good work. ^0^ cool

Posted by t-stir @ 10/25/2005 04:29 PM PST

http://www.livejournal.com/users/koneko_desu/
http://www.livejournal.com/users/koneko_desu/
mailto:caybee5@yahoo.com
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I sooooooo love Only The Ring Finger Knows! I love read yaoi, but my parents hate it,
mainly my dad, but I still read it and I love it! My all time favorite yaoi series is
Gravitation, but I read what I can get! I soooooo want th 2 volume of OTRFK, but I can't
find it anywhere! Grrrrr

Posted by Rage @ 10/29/2005 04:28 PM PST

Anyone wanting to read more Yaoi, eXtasy Books has just brought out two stories by
best selling author Morgan Hawke. Torrid is a novella, Hungry Spirits is a full book.
Watch for more in the Torrid series, the next being published in December. Come
check them out at:
http://www.extasybooks.com

Posted by Veronica @ 11/08/2005 09:28 AM PST

i absolutely adore "only the Ring Finger Knows" and just want to tell all that it is really
important to sign this petition. If you dont like OTRFK, i dont know what you are doing
on this page but o well, sign this for the benifit of others.

Posted by Some random yaoi crazed fangirl @ 11/13/2005 04:44 AM PST

hi! *waves* 
I really liked OTRK, so imnagine the shock when I saw in the bookstore. *bouces
around happily* Yes, I kinda overacted since it saved me $$ from buying it on Amazon.
*i'm Australia by the way* so it was hard to find it. ;_;
Its not really yaoi but more bittersweet shonen-ai. Viewfinder is yaoi.
I been an anime fan for as long as I can remember however I'm still new at being a
shonenai fan. XDD

Posted by surrealistic_destiny @ 11/20/2005 05:08 AM PST

Does anyone know how many novels are in this series? I would really like to know.
Thanks.

Posted by Heather @ 12/10/2005 12:38 PM PST

Surrealistic_destiny...in OTRFK (Only the ring finger knows) there is only the one
book...and I loooooove it...people find me yucky cuz of the kissing but I think the way
they do that in this book is incredibly sweet it just makes ya wanna go "squeeeeeeee!"

Posted by just there to be there @ 12/26/2005 07:46 PM PST

OMG OTRFK is such a amazing book i loved it soo cute the art was beaytiful and the
story was perfect i can't wait for the novel hoping that it comes out soon. Yuichi and
Wataru are such a cute couple i hope they stay together FOREVER!!!!!

Posted by ME @ 12/27/2005 02:00 PM PST

AAAAAAAAAAAHHHHHH!!! I'm totally gonna read all the titles suggested! But i need
to ask, anyone know where i canbuy books online and pay cash? 'Cause sadly that's
all i've got, only 15 you know. if you do please help! Oh and anyone else just love the
totally hard core stuff? Like when they take it in the ass and say no but mean yes?

http://www.extasybooks.com/
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Sadistic, masochistic, you name it. s&m. I love that stuff! if any one wants to jus talk
about it please email me! Please and thank you! (show of hands) who thinks I'm an odd
15 year old? (my whole school raises hands.)

Posted by Claudie the yaoi fanatic @ 01/04/2006 10:33 PM PST

Due to comment spam, like in the hundreds, this entry is closed to form comments,
however, you can use this link to leave a comment, and it will be added here. Thank
you.

Posted by Editor @ 01/31/2006 08:55 PM PST
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Review materials may be sent to
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11/13/2004 Archived Entry: "Book review: When A Fan Hits
the Shit"

When a Fan Hits the Shit
By Jeanine Renne
Published by Heisenberg Press
352 pages, $14.95
ISBN:0-9653136-4-6

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

In which we ask the question: Are science fiction/fantasy fans
really crazier than the rest?

Harlan Ellison once wrote an essay called "Xenogenesis" in
which he detailed all kinds of horrific and appalling fan behavior

perpetrated on SF/fantasy authors, himself included. The truly insane and dangerous
fans are a small minority, to be sure, but they make the rest of us look like a bunch of
lunatics, don't they? Once story in particular was about a Very Famous Author who
showed up to speak at a con, only to find there was no con – it was all a front so that
the con "organizer" got to spend the weekend with said author.

Multiply that by the cast of the Lord of the Rings movies and you've got the plot of this
book. If you hang around Fandom Wank you've probably read pieces of this story;
that's how I got hooked on it. I followed it there and at the now-defunct Bit of Earth web
site, checking in every day to see what new revelations were coming to light, courtesy
of Jeanine Renne, aka Turimel, the author of this book. The short version: a woman

http://www.turondo.com/
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.turondo.com/
http://www.lordoftherings.net/
http://journalfen.net/community/fandom_wank/
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named Amy Player blew into LOTR fandom up in Portland, Oregon and immediately
began "organizing" (scare quotes used as above) projects and festivals involving cast
members of the movies, for the sole benefit of herself and her girlfriend ("Those Two"),
i.e., so that they could meet them and hang out with them and be fangirls. In the
process they screwed many people out of many dollars, pissed off people in three
continents, broke the law regularly, and lied creatively and compulsively. Did I mention
that Amy Player tried to pass herself off as Elijah Wood's male cousin? And that she
believed she could channel actual hobbits?

Jeanne Renne was one of the people who was conned out of many dollars and got
mad enough to do something about it. Her detective work into the many lives of Amy
Player was originally posted to the Bit of Earth site, and then to her Live Journal; she
decided to publish the saga as a book so that everyone would know the real story of
"Those Two", and also to right financial wrongs as best she could. As a book, it's lively
and funny, crammed with the kind of details bring the reader right into the story. It's
almost too much information: I could have wished for a scorecard to keep track of the
cast of characters, and a linear timeline - the book's chapters jump back and forth
chronologically, which is an effective storytelling device but confusing as hell when
you've got so many different versions of the same events. At times I thought that the
lies should have been printed in red and the truth in blue; it would have made for a very
colorful book.

Of course, the story isn't over. "Those Two" are still out and about, in LA, presumably
still telling people lies but not actually breaking the law whilst doing it. These stories
aren't ever over, really; we all know people who con and manipulate others, sometimes
emotionally, sometimes financially, just so they can get what they want. Know anybody
like this who changed and became a trustworthy member of society? Didn't think so.

When all this shit blew up, there was some talk online about "how the other fans
should have known they were being conned" – after all, would you believe somebody
who claims to be Elijah Wood's cousin, who also claims to be running from the IRA,
who has just asked you for your credit card number? But that's the funny thing about
fandom: you join it to find a home with people who are crazy about the same things
you are, and you're instant friends, and you have all this stuff in common, and why
would they lie to you? That's the basis of fandom. You want to believe, to trust. You
help each other, work cooperatively, volunteer your time and energy just to have more
fandom to play in. And when you find out that another fan – somebody like you – has
taken advantage of you, well, that really is when the shit hits the fan. Sometimes you're
lucky no one ends up dead.

This book is only available now at Renne's website, Turondo, Unlimited, and I urge you
to go buy yourself one. You can also buy some lovely pottery there, include Hobbit
Chia Feet (I'm not kidding).

Also, go to the Newsletter page of Turondo and scroll down to the picture of Royd
Tolkien, JRRT's great-grandson. Is he hot or WHAT? And he had a small role in
ROTK, as a Ranger! Why has no one told me about him before? You people really
need to write me more often.

Replies: 4 comments
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And that she believed she could channel actual hobbits?

If it was anyone but you, Laurel, I would wonder if they were making that up. Hm, why
are the weirdest stories usually true?

Posted by Ginger @ 11/13/2004 11:54 PM PST

Oh trust me, it is so completely true. There's even chat transcripts in the appendices of
about the channeling experiences. Jeanine also found out after it was too late to add
anything to the book that the channeling stuff was going on full force all through the
time she knew "Jordan" ... a teenager who lived with them sent her an email with lots
of details. I'm kind of torn about whether Those Two really believed this, or if just
Abbey did, and Amy/Jordan was manipulating her mental weaknesses or something ...
for all we know Abbey and/or Amy STILL believe that they have been chosen by the
great diving spirits to change the world and are being contacted by them through the
guise of the LOTR characters.

There are some quotes from those parts of the books in this FW thread:
http://www.journalfen.net/community/fandom_wank/557821.html

Posted by Grianne @ 11/18/2004 08:11 AM PST

I have no doubt as to the truthfulness of the complaints against Amy, I knew her for a
few years during my high school days and frosh year of college (my uncle and her
father work together) and she always did seem a bit off and a bit full of shall we say
bovine fecal matter.

Posted by Bryan @ 05/20/2005 02:34 AM PST

When I heard about the book and all the things that Amy & Abby had done I was very
surprised. I hope that they both realize what they did was wrong and ask for
forgiveness, while trying to get help. I also hope that Amy knows we were all shocked,
but being that I am kin to her will do anything and all I can do to help her if the road
gets rocky.She has always known she can talk to me.

Posted by Christine @ 05/24/2005 02:24 PM PST
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Passion, volume 1
by Shinobu Gotoh

Publisher: Digital Manga Publishing

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Why older women should read yaoi manga.

Warning and Full disclosure: I'm forty-four years old and I've just started reading yaoi
mangas and I'm hooked like a bass. Furthermore, I know there's a lot of yaoi theory out
there and not only have I read none of it, I intend to read none of it. So what you read
here is purely my impression of what I found thoroughly enjoyable about Passion and
what I found thoroughly weird about it and everything in between.

Okay, plot synopsis: It doesn't really have a plot, it's just a series of events that the two
main characters react to (sort of). It starts with the High School student, Hikaru, anally
raping (or trying to) his doll-like male teacher, Shima, in a deserted class-room. Now,
this is weird already, but gets weird squared because Mr. Shima acts like nothing
happened. Then Hikaru shows up at Shima's apartment and they have more sex
stylized sex. Then Shima's old flame and fellow teacher, Mr. Amamiya, wants to get
back together with him so badly, he sexually assaults him in the men's room. Shima
fights him off and, again, acts like nothing unusual happened. Later that week, Shima
makes out with Hikaru on a school rooftop.
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Now, don't get me wrong, I enjoyed this manga in the same way I enjoy all melodrama.
The events are very melodramatic, but the characters are so deadpan, it sets up a
space to obsess in and God knows I love to obsesses on stuff like this.

The art style is new to me and it took a while for me to get used to having males who
look like girls and females who look like dolls. But I got over that very quickly, what
disconcerted me was one panel where there should have been a penis and there was
just white space impersonating a penis. Well, okay, but in a way this is too bad
because I've seen penises in Japanese erotica and they are indeed impressive.
However, I suppose the pop erotica market is lower key. Is Passion erotica? Sure, but
surreal, sanitized and strange erotica. But that's okay, that's what I liked about it. No
one worries about filing charges, bruises, safe sex, or drawing sex in a believable way,
and this actually worked for me. But I am an older woman and know that sex and
anatomy are not as they are portrayed in Passion. Passion isn't even like it's portrayed
in Passion, there's more... passion in it or something.

I do wonder how younger women, the 18 and older crowd it's aimed at, react to this
stuff. I'm pretty sure they realize the dangers of unprotected sex, that coerced sex is
not the norm, and that men have penises. At least I hope they realize this because yaoi
manga is meant to entertain, not educate, and if they don't know that, these young
women have a pretty steep learning curve ahead of them.

And this why older women could read and enjoy yaoi manga because it isn't didactic,
political, intense, or distressing. It's as light, mellow, and improbable as a daydream in
the checkout line. I found the writing (translated from Japanese, I assume) only so-so.
I've read two yaoi mangas and I thought the other one was better written (which is why
I liked it more).

For me, the appeal of gay erotica has always been seeing men allowing themselves to
be vulnerable to and tender with each other. Yaoi throws that off kilter because the
men do look like girls and what I assumed to be the passive partner really looks more
feminine than the already feminine men around him. But I got over that very quickly.
However, this dissonance, lack of realism, detail, and, well, facts set up a space for
mentally reframing the action in a more suitable way. At least that's what I did.

The format throws a Westerner off kilter, too, the book is read right to left and thank
you Digital Manga Publishing for the diagram on what turns out to be the last page
explaining how to read the damn thing. Once I got the hang of it, it still felt weird, but
that weird feeling kept me on my toes, so I really paid attention to what I was reading.
This book can be read more than once, mainly because it can take one or two readings
just to stare at the drawing and get the hang of the format, another reading just to take
it all in, another reading to really focus on who's speaking to whom and in which panel,
another reading to puzzle over what the hell might be going on here, and all the
readings after that just to enjoy it.

And so I say unto you, sisters of a certain age, we can still keep those coffee table
erotica collections from Fantagraphics on the coffee table, but we can read yaoi manga
just to amuse ourselves, too. And, yes, this confuses men, but that won't hurt 'em.

EDIT: And don't forget to look for Passion, vol. 2, so we can know how it all works out.
For what its worth, my money is on Mr. Amamiya.
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Replies: 8 comments

Edit - Note to Jane:

"I wasn't kidding about older women reading these and being able to enjoy the fantasy
aspect of it. Younger women would have to have a skeptical attitude, and that's
antithetical. Skeptical young women would bring the species to a screaming halt in a
NY minute."

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 11/16/2004 10:46 AM PST

I think your wrong. Theres a lot of younger woman reading and enjoying this kind of
manga. Only they dont come out or had guts to say they like reading this stuff. Anyway
thank you for the review and scan sample. Hope the volume 2 come out soon.

Posted by Bl Fan @ 12/06/2004 07:11 AM PST

Oh, come now, I didn't say younger women wouldn't enjoy yaoi, I said they might be
somewhat confused later on if they assumed sex in real life is like the sex depicted in
yaoi manga. I have since been informed that my younger sisters can take care of
themselves, thank you, thank you verra much.

I dunno, being a teen in the 70s was way different from being a teen now.

However, I'm looking forward to Volume 2 of this manga as well. The release date on
the publisher's site is next February. So there IS something to look forward to.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 12/06/2004 10:31 PM PST

I think that you were mistaken in stating that younger women wouldn't enjoy Yaoi. I,
myself am a huge yaoi fan, as is my 13 year old sister. In fact, she is the one that got
me addicted to yaoi, as well as this very series. Dammit, I want to volukme two to come
out!!

Posted by Sonjia Seek @ 12/26/2004 02:57 PM PST

I never say younger women wouldn't enjoy yaoi, I said they might be somewhat
confused later on if they assume sex in real life is like the sex depicted in yaoi manga. I
have since been informed that my younger sisters can take care of themselves, thank
you, thank you verra much.

Posted by Ginger @ 12/26/2004 03:27 PM PST

Me, I read Desire, and although I really shouldn't, considering I'm only thirteen, but I
enjoyed the book very much. Yes, Desire is a yaoi, not a shounen ai, and I know full
well the difference. I own the full gravitation series. Reading these comments makes
me think that Passion really is for the older teens like Desire, but only in mind. If you
are mature enough, yaoi is very enjoyable.
Many people, since I'm still in eighth grade thinks boy love is gross. I don't see how
they feel as if yaoi or shounen ai is "gross". I think yaoi is actually much more romantic
than straight love.

Posted by Jenny Oh @ 10/07/2005 07:55 PM PST
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I agree with you, Jenny. Although on yaoi manga they has warning signs on them, but I
wonder how did you get Desire when you are only 13 years old?

Ah, well, you read what you like as long as you're mature enough to read it/them.

I also agree that yaoi IS more romantic than straight love. How boring it became to me!
Anyways, I have BOTH Passion volumes and I love 'em!! For those who haven't, get
'em, read 'em and enjoy!!!

P.S. Hikaru is so cute, you really can't help but love him, for he REALLY loves his
teacher.

Posted by Zaidy @ 11/06/2005 10:08 PM PST

Want to leave a comment?

Posted by Editor @ 01/19/2006 02:08 AM PST
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American Elf
by James Kochalka
Top Shelf Productions

Everyday life may be one of the toughest subjects for comics.
Saving the world from alien invasion sounds exciting because,
well, it probably would be. But topics like brushing one's teeth or
petting a cat are more difficult to work with because they are so
familiar. What can the artist find to add to something the reader

already understands so well?

James Kochalka tackled this problem in American Elf. In October of 1998, Kochalka
started keeping a daily diary in the form of a comic strip. American Elf collects an
astounding five years worth of this material. These days when I think of diaries I think
of blogs, and in fact the current day's strip can be seen online www.AmericanElf.com.

Once I realized that the diary would contain all of 2001, I naturally became curious
about the entry for September 11. That day so overshadows the rest of the year that I
had to skip ahead in the book to see it. I am not sure what I was expecting, but
Kochalka did capture the shock and confusion that Americans felt on that day and the
day after. After reading those two strips, I could return to taking in the book in
chronological order.

These black and white, four panel strips do not sparkle with technical wizardry, nor are
they consistently funny. The simple, direct drawing style evolved very little over five
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years, suggesting perhaps that Kochalka knew what he wanted all along. But even
though any given day's strip may or may not succeed as a stand-alone work, American
Elf taken as a whole is brilliant. It perfectly captures the rhythms of daily life, and the
sheer scale of five years worth of material allows it to gradually draw the reader in to
Kochalka's world.

The book has a sweet, charming quirkiness that adds enjoyment to the mundane
subject matter. For example, Kochalka draws his friend Jason as a cute dog for no
apparent reason, and draws himself and his wife as pointy-eared elves. Though they
inhabit the familiar everyday world we all know, it is a world seen through Kochalka's
unique perspective, which may be what makes it work so well. Just as Seinfeld was "a
show about nothing" but still a great TV classic, American Elf is an instant classic as a
comic diary. Recommended.

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

http://www.marsimport.com/display_comic?ID=7480&affiliateID=20
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 11/09/2004: "Comic review: "American Elf""

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000222.htm[4/27/2019 3:31:58 PM]

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 11/09/2004: "Comic review: "Conversations #1""

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000221.htm[4/27/2019 3:32:01 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Interview: Esad Ribic"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Comic review:
"American Elf""]

11/09/2004 Archived Entry: "Comic review: "Conversations
#1""

Conversations #1
by James Kochalka and Craig Thompson
Top Shelf Productions

Conversations #1 shows James Kochalka and Craig Thompson
discussing the nature of art. At first I thought this might be a sort
of comic equivalent of My Dinner With Andre, but though the
artwork is plenty amusing, and has a more fantastic style than
American Elf, the conversation itself never really fulfills its

potential. Their talk is full of statements like, "making art is like getting in a wrestling
match with God!" and "mastery is subtlety, or subtlety is mastery." Either of these
declarations could be a good starting point for an interesting conversation, but only if
developed further. Unfortunately, the book simply lines up a series of vague
statements, then ends without any resolution. Since this is "#1", perhaps the ideas can
be expanded in the next volume.
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Esad Ribic, artist for Marvel's "Loki" mini-series and many other comics, in an interview
with Ginger Mayerson and Nirut Poonsombat for the Journal of the Lincoln Heights

Literary Society.

Ginger Mayerson: I've asked Nirut Poonsombat from Comics Odyssey in
Pasadena, California to help me with this interview because I've only recently become
interested in your work due to the "Loki" miniseries. What are you working on these
days so I can ask Nirut to add it to my pull when it comes in?

Esad Ribic: I just started Silver Surfer 6 issue mini series, I can't really give you any
more info about it now.

Nirut Poonsombat: Are you currently reading any comics?

ER: Yeah, ABC line: Promethea and top ten (Promethea is, imho, best Alan Moore
work so far), Black hole by Charles Burns and... that's it!

GM: If you're self-taught, please ignore these questions. Where have you studied and
would you recommend that training to other artists?

ER: I finished "School of applied arts and design here in Zagreb, Croatia; but I learned
much more by working in animation studio(Zagreb film).I did huge amount of
backgrounds and animation there and I think it was much better training than any
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school that was available to me.

NP: Which other artists, if any, have influenced your style?

ER: Moebius and Frazetta during my teen years, so it probably shows the most. Later
influences were just incorporated in the mix but they're not very visible(or, are they?
What do you guys think? A while ago I read some review of my work and that guy
compared it to some names I never heard of) I try not to copy stuff I like so nowadays I
look for inspiration outside of comics. Movies mostly.

GM: What do you consider the main positive and negative influences in your
development as an artist?

ER: Hm... I don't know,really. I'm lazy; that's negative. Everything else has to be
positive, then.

NP: What art medium do you prefer to use?

ER: Gouache, watercolour, tempera. Rarely acrylics.

GM: I'm guessing, but it seems like you've done a lot of life (figure) drawing. Do you
still draw from life in groups or workshops or only when you're working?

ER: Not nearly enough ,I'm afraid. Last time I did it was in high school.

NP: How long did it take to do a page of "Loki"?

ER: Anything from an afternoon to a whole week. Two days for average page.

GM: Were the "Loki" pages and covers done in oil on canvas or in some other media?

ER: Gouache, watercolour, tempera. I hate oil, it stinks! It was done on regular Marvel
paper, nothing special.

NP: Do you have any favorite writers?

ER: Alan Moore, Philip K Dick, Iain Banks, Roger Zelazny, Frederick Pohl, Neil
Gaiman, Michael Moorcock, AleXandro Jodorovsky.

NP: Is there anyone you'd like to work with?

ER: Live ones from above list!

GM: What kind of project would you like to do next? Do you work in other media, like
sculpture or installations and is that work in galleries or on the web?

ER: Well, I just started something that I'm thrilled about (look first answer). I never
ventured in "fine arts" world, I did some sculpting for my own fun.

NP: What was your first major comic book work?

ER: Four Horsemen with Rob Rodi! Axel was editor too.

NP: How did you like collaborating with Kent Williams on "The Brotherhood"?
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ER: It was a thrill, but I don't think it worked well.

NP: What were the inspirations or models for the covers of "Wolverine"?

ER: Wolverine's a bum and that's how he should look. I pushed it as far in that
direction as my editor allowed.

GM: The women in "Loki" are lovely. Were there any particular inspiration(s) or models
for them?

ER: I don't use models but I use "inspirations" and that's usually people I know.

GM: Do you work with models, figure and otherwise? And if so, do you work with them
in the preliminary sketches (if you do preliminary sketches) or all through the process?

ER: No models in any phase, prelims are usually very rough, except when editor has
to get approval. Then I touch 'em up a bit.

GM and NP: Thank you!

(And thank you to Callie Burrows at DKC News for putting J LHLS in touch with Mr.
Ribic.)
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The Mirror of Love
by Alan Moore and José Villarrubia
Publisher: Top Shelf Productions

Reviewed by Kathryn Ramage

When I first heard about this new edition of the epic poem by
Alan Moore (of Watchmen, From Hell, and The League of

Extraordinary Gentlemen fame), I thought that it would be a graphic novel. It isn't - but it
is a remarkable visual experience.

Moore's poem was first published in 1988 as part of AARGH!, Artists Against Rampant
Government Homophobia, an anthology of comic art in protest against Britain's Clause
28, which prohibited local authorities from "promoting" homosexuality. The poem is a
history of gay people, and perceptions of them, from the beginning. ("Leviticus
condemned most sexual practice as unclean, including that between two men. / This
was designed to snub the Canaanites, whose male priests practiced sodomy. / Had
they been cannibals instead, how different might things be.") In its initial publication,
the poem was illustrated by a love affair between two hermaphrodite angels, mirror
images of each other. The title of the poem, The Mirror of Love, is taken from an 1895
Aubrey Beardsley print of the same name, and which also features an androgynous
angel.

In this new edition, the angels are absent (although Beardsley's angel appears on the
final page); instead, the text is beautifully illustrated by photographs taken by José
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Villarrubia. Each page contains two or three stanzas of the poem, and on the facing
page is a one of a collection of striking images: a Greco-Roman statue with red paint
(or blood?) smeared on its lips; two women lying head-to-head, bodies in opposite
directions, amid a bed of flowers; a man in Spartan costume, teeth bared ferociously.
Some images are erotic, but never explicit. Others are disturbing, but again, without
being graphic. Blood on the snow, for example. The page facing lines on the Holocaust
("The showers, they say, held bodies piled. . . Can you imagine? Can you?") is utterly
black.

Reading the poem is a moving experience in itself. Seeing what images accompany
each page only enhance and intensify the words.

Like T.S. Eliot's The Wasteland, The Mirror of Love comes with footnotes - or rather,
an appendix of notes on Who's Who among the historical figures referenced in the
poem. Further appendices contain the full text of poems quoted by Moore in his own
work - by Sappho, Emily Dickensen, Walt Whitman - and an explanation of the Clause
that initiated the protest. There is also, a foreword by Robert Rodi on the history of the
poem, and an introduction by David Drake on how this new edition came to be.
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Welcome to Issue 5. In our first issue I mentioned that time flies when you're over forty
and it seems like I wrote that editorial only yesterday.
Editorial
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That being said, in these past few weeks of May, it has been impossible to avoid the
story of the seventeen-year emergence of the Cicada. It is their year and the media is
letting them have it. I understand the attention. It is a fascinating story.
Cicadas
By William Roper
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Let us define bickering as being between a man and a woman. Some activists want to
expand the definition to include same-sex arguing, but that would only weaken some
of society's most sacred values.
Between a Man and a Woman
By Tom Good
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I'm not kidding. This thing is the most amazing cleaning product I've ever tried. In case
you haven't seen it, it looks like a white sponge, only lighter and squishier.
Mr. Clean Magic Eraser is the shit
By Laurel Sutton

Replies: 2 comments

Enjoyed your article immensely. Been there and done that, more than once. Your spirit
is so alive. 
All the best,
Rena Thorstensen
Montecito Heights/USC

Posted by Rena Thorstensen @ 10/26/2004 12:28 PM PST

Want to leave a comment?

Posted by Editor @ 01/13/2006 07:48 PM PST
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Oh New York City, New York....where do I even begin? You're like Pennsylvania's
older, cooler cousin.
New York City News
By Ertel Gray
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Not too long ago, I was a 40-something straight screenwriter. Then I awoke one
morning to discover that I'd become a hot young gay novelist.
Coming Out
By Allison Burnett
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Sequential art jumped the paper to pixel divide like a gazelle. Then, at Plan 9
Publishing, it sort of jumped back.
Paper Freaks in the Digital Age
By Ginger Mayerson
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Because balancing a laptop in the bathroom is tricky. Seriously, people still like the feel
and smell of a book. It doesn't need batteries, cables, and you never get spammed.
Also, there is a big difference between a comic at 72 dpi and a printed page at 600 dpi.
An Interview with David Allen
By Ellen Bauerle, Ginger Mayerson and Laurel Sutton
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Just a reminder that March 1, 2005 is the the next essay deadline for the next issue of
LHLS. Please see the editorial policy and submission guidelines, and feel free to
contact us if you have any questions, thank you. Hope we see you on March 1.
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The Expanse
Novelization by J. M. Dillard. Based on the episode written by Rick Berman and

Brannon Braga
Publisher: Pocket Books/Star Trek
ISBN: 0743484851

Reviewed by Jane Melander

Sometimes, the line between exploiting a real-life event and merely studying it is very
fine indeed. Such is the case of The Expanse -- the Season 2 finale of Star Trek
Enterprise on which the novelization by J.M. Dillard is based.

First, some background. I recall the arguments of many in Trek fandom when it was
announced that the producers of Enterprise would be introducing a new story arc that
would have 22nd century Earth suffer a massive and sudden assault, resulting in the
loss of millions of lives.

Perhaps the events of a real life attack on US soil, set at the dawn of the 21st century,
were still a little too fresh in memory. There were many in fandom that worried
producers Rick Berman and Brannon Braga were cashing in on the nation's own
wounds and obsession of future attacks. Jumpy from anthrax attacks and color-coded
terror alerts given on a continual basis (matching ironically with the yellow and red
alerts of the original Star Trek series), some were all too quick to condemn the
proposed story arc as potentially exploitative. With a pre-emptive war already
underway in real life, the Season 3 arc for Enterprise had the potential of exploiting fact
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for fiction--a sort of righteous and bloody crusade that many thought would be contrary
to creator Gene Roddenberry's vision of a hopeful and peaceful galaxy. We were
attacked, so the rallying cry goes, so now it's time to hunt down and destroy those who
would destroy us.

Many fans, including myself, lacked faith that the producers were up to the task of
centering an entire season's episodes on one horrific and destructive event without it
devolving into smarmy exploitation. The producers, Berman and Braga, weren't known
for their subtlety. Certainly they weren't subtle in using the cool seductiveness of Jeri
Ryan's character, 7-of-9, in her skin-tight catsuit in Star Trek Voyager or the angular
curves of Jolene Blalock's character, T'Pol, in Enterprise to entice the targeted young
male demographics. Many of their 'message' episodes were dealt a heavy hand. Fans
voiced that the producers were overextended, acting both as executives and head
writers for the new series while also guiding the lackluster Star Trek Nemesis for the
big screen. The first two seasons of Enterprise seemed, at times, half-fulfilled with
promising plot lines but ineffective delivery--not for lack of trying by the actors but by
lazy writing and limp, contrived endings. With many fans jumping ship, the series
struggling to find ratings, and UPN threatening cancellation, Season 3 with its
ambitious arc would either be Enterprise's triumph or swan song.

In hindsight, with Season 3 completed and Season 4 just starting, I can look back to
the arguments back then and say that our concerns were for the most part unfounded.
Star Trek has always been strongest when it has dealt with the events of the current
world, all the while viewing those issues in another environment (like the future, or
between rival alien cultures). Certainly there were missteps taken. There were a
number of times when I wished the producers would take more risks in Season 3 and
truly engage in examining the human condition. However, by bringing in new writers
(including the extremely talented Manny Coto, who penned the exemplary episode,
Similitude), there were pearls along the way. The Expanse and The Xindi ushered in
an ultimately compelling story line that kept me interested until the resolution in the
suspenseful season finale that aired in May 2004.

So what does this all have to do with the book? I'm finally getting to that! Having
already seen all of Season 3 on television, my goal in reading the novelization was to
learn some extra background about the characters and how they dealt with the crisis at
this early juncture to the arc. Obviously, the written word can be a better means to get
into a character's head or provide a scene that otherwise would be missing in the
filmed version due to time or budget constraints. Such is the case with Dillard's
novelization--to some extent, at least.

The Expanse opens in the year 2153 with a scene we never witnessed in the filmed
version. The prologue begins back on Earth, in the Florida Keys, with a young woman
named Elizabeth Tucker. Lizzie, as her family and friends call her, is the youngest
sister of Charles "Trip" Tucker, who serves as chief engineer aboard Earth's first deep-
space ship--Enterprise. As we get to know Lizzie, we learn more about her family and
the big brother she admires so much. As a highly successful architect, Lizzie
specializes in designing living spaces that combine function with a flair of style and
harmony that fits its culture and environment. She's a unique person who despises
boring, impersonal high rise 'boxes' (as she calls them). You get a feeling she's a chip
off of the Tucker block--a young woman who's unafraid to speak her mind and stand
up for her beliefs. She's also someone who likes to have fun. We meet Lizzie in her
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favorite element--30 feet below the Gulf of Mexico's surface in her scuba gear. She's
just returned home to the Keys after landing the winning bid to design the new
corporate offices for a health firm in Chicago. She's home to enjoy some well-deserved
rest and relaxation. It's just an ordinary day, much like any other. I, for one, came to
really like her, which made the final scene of the prologue--her death--all the more
riveting and unbearable. Just like that sunny morning in September a few years past,
we all now can relate at some level to the sudden swiftness of the unthinkable and the
unbearable emptiness that remains for the survivors.

As we learn in subsequent chapters, an alien probe has attacked Earth in a sudden
and vicious assault--decimating a wide swath from Florida, through the Keys and Gulf
of Mexico to Venezuela. Everything in its path is utterly destroyed--including Lizzie and
millions of others. Earth forces are thrown into shock and there is a real fear that other
attacks by the unknown aliens may follow. A desperate call is sent out by Admiral
Forrest to Enterprise--return to Earth to help protect their home.

Although it is difficult for Captain Archer and the crew to fathom the magnitude of the
tragedy, no one is as personally affected aboard ship as Commander Tucker. After
getting to know Lizzie in the opening scene, it makes his shocked denial and utter
devastation at the news all that more heartrending.

However, even though grief-stricken, Archer and his crew are delayed from getting
home themselves by a surprise attack by the Suliban. The captain is abducted and, as
T'Pol and the crew are left searching for a way to retrieve him, Archer finds himself
ushered to a meeting with a mysterious humanoid figure from the future. Not
surprisingly, the figure already knows about the attack on Earth and informs Archer
that the probe was sent by a race known as the Xindi. Archer is not told much about
the Xindi, other than they are located within the hostile region of space called the
Delphic Expanse and, according to the mysterious figure, they believe that Earth is
responsible for the destruction of their home world in the future. Archer learns that the
Xindi are desperate to save their race so they are developing an even more powerful
weapon that will destroy all of Earth. Archer finds himself caught between believing the
words and motives of the humanoid figure to stop the weapon from contaminating the
timeline and his own goal of saving Earth from further destruction.

The little glimpses into Captain Archer and the characters from Enterprise were
wonderful, although frankly I wished there were more. If you missed the third season of
Enterprise and want to read how it all started, you can't go wrong with The Expanse.
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Secrets and Confidences
The complicated truth about women's friendships

Edited by Karen Eng
Publisher: Seal Press

Review by Ginger Mayerson

In 2000 Dr. SE Taylor at UCLA published a paper on the biobehavioral responses to
stress in females (see quote). Somehow this paper got distilled down in the zeitgeist as
incontrovertible proof that women are as capable of genuine friendship as men. Well,
of course. But, as usual, it's not that simple and Secrets and Confidences takes up
where science leaves off.

But, first, let's have some science!

"Keverne et al. (1999) suggested that female-to-female bonding may have
piggybacked onto maternal/infant bonding attachment processes. Consistent with
Keverne et al.'s (1999) hypothesis, research has reported that animals prefer to spend
time with animals in whose presence they have experienced high brain oxytocin and
endogenous opioid activities in the past (Panksepp, 1998), suggesting that friendships
may be mediated by the same neurochemical systems that mediate maternal urges. As
is true of the maternal-infant caregiving system, contact with a friend or a supportive
other person during stressful events downregulates sympathetic and neuroendocrine
responses to stress and facilitates recovery from the physiological effects of acute
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stress (Christenfeld, Gerin, Lindon, Sanders, Mathur, Deich, and Pickering, 1997;
Fontana, Diegnan, Villeneuve, and Lepore, 1999; Gerin, Milner, Chawla, et al., 1995;
Gerin, Piper, Levy, and Pickering, 1992; Glynn, Christenfeld, and Gerin, 1999; Kamark,
Manuck, and Jennings, 1990; Kirschbaum, Klauer, Filipp, and Hellhammer,1995; Kors,
Linden and Gerin, 1997; Lepore, Allen, and Evans, 1993; Roy, Steptoe, and
Kirschbaum, 1998; Sheffield, and Carroll, 1994; Thorsteinsson, James, and Gregg,
1998). Both men and women experience these stress regulatory benefits of social
support, but women disproportionately seek such contact, and the stress-reducing
benefits are more consistent when the support provider is female rather than male
(e.g. Gerin et al, 1995). The enhanced desire for social contact that females
demonstrate under conditions of stress, relative to males, may also be modulated by
endogenous opioid mechanisms. Endogenous opioid peptides are released during
stress, and are believed to influence social interaction (Benton, 1988; Jalowiec,
Calcagnetti, and Fanselow, 1989). Animal studies suggest that higher levels of
endogenous opioids are associated with higher levels of social interaction and
maternal behavior. For example, Martel et al. (1993) found that administration of
naloxone (an opioid antagonist) in female rhesus monkeys reduced both maternal
behavior as well as social grooming of other females. Further support for this
hypothesis and for its possible differential relevance for females is provided by an
experimental investigation of the effects of opioids on affiliative behavior in humans.
Jamner, Alberts, Leigh, and Klein (1998) found that administration of naltrexone (a
long-acting opioid antagonist) increased the amount of time women spent alone,
reduced the amount of time that they spent with friends, and reduced the pleasantness
of women's social interactions, as compared with men; in addition, women given
naltrexone initiated fewer social interactions than when they received a placebo. Thus,
endogenous opioids appear to play a role in regulating social interactions, especially
for women. Endogenous opioids also moderate the release of other peptides in the
limbic system (e.g., oxytocin, vasopressin), as well as other 'stress-related'
neurohormones, such as norepinephrine (Keverne et al., 1999), and cortisol (Klein et
al., 1998), which may contribute to the sex differences observed in social behavior
under conditions of stress."
Biobehavioral Responses to Stress in Females: Tend-and-Befriend, not Fight-or-Flight
(Taylor et al., 2000) (PDF or HTML)

At our most fundamental, physical level, it really is all about keeping the species going.
However, due to civilization as we know it, women can not only choose not to have
children, but can also indulge in friendships that are not related to having and raising
offspring.

The essays in Secrets and Confidences explore certain aspects of female friendship in
language ranging from elegant memoir to blunt confession. Cartoonists who happen to
be women - Molly Kiely, Ariel Schrag, Arial Bordeaux (two sequential artists named
Ariel in one book has got to be statistically significant), Ellen Forney - are among the
essays as well.

What was lacking for me (and maybe this is another book) is how women over forty
relate to each other. Some of the essays touch on work and art in female friendships,
but I feel there could be another anthology just on that subject. Making art (and writing
book reviews) requires more alone time than one might imagine the tend-and-befriend
kind of women is capable of. So, how do women get such things done and how do
their friends, peers and colleagues fit into all that? These are my questions and if you
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don't like them, well, I have others. I mean, I know how I and my friends do it, but what
about the rest of the female world?

To their credit, the essayists in Secrets and Confidences manage to keep their writing
on a personal level without ever ending up in treacle. They are heartfelt, politics-free
reminiscences that are enjoyable to read in the way travelogues of places one never
wants to go or go back to are enjoyable to read.

Women bond for myriad reasons - survival, inspiration, prosperity, comfort, joy - and as
we change over the course of our lives so do our friendships. What Secrets and
Confidences captures very nicely are snapshots of women at various stages of their
lives. And, though I found much of it alien and some of it annoying, I did enjoy reading
it.
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The Bush Junta
Edited by Mack White and Gary Groth

Publisher: Fantagraphics (Release date: October 5, 2004)

Review by Ginger Mayerson

You know you're living in interesting times when cartoons and comic books are now
didactic as well as entertaining and have pages and pages of endnotes. Joining TEX
on the comics barricades, please welcome The Bush Junta. These two books might
not have gone over the barricades, but, in some ways they have gone over the top.
But these are the times we live in; mellower voices have been drowned out by the
rightwing rant of Fox "News" and talk radio and all those other scary people who think
the rights and protections of the Constitution should only be available to those who can
afford them. Oh, and the bush family has been covered in blood, swimming in it really,
since the 1930s. I knew they were bad; now I know how bad.

There is a lot of well documented information in this collection. I can see it being used
as a supplemental U.S. History text when the dust settles (if it ever does) and future
generations try to figure out what the hell happened to our country in the first four
years of this century. All I can say is that I could have used a book like this on Nixon
and Reagan eras.

There is a lot of well documented polemic in this book; an outrageous and outraged
quality that might be a turn-off for some readers. I say to those readers: buy a copy of
this so your guests will know how cool you really are and then go read something else,
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like Joe Corson or Eric Alterman or any of these books. These are outraged and
outrageous times we live in; some books are going to reflect that more than others.

The soul of The Bush Junta, the one comic that I put the book down to think about
after I read it, read it again and thought about it some more, is Carol Swain's
contribution, "Florida 11/7/00", a beautifully told story of a black woman's thwarted
attempts to vote in Florida on 11/7/00. It will break your heart. For all the carrying on
and shouting, this one simply told story of a citizen trying to be a good citizen and not
being allowed to be so due to forces that I will not hesitate to call wicked, if not evil,
reminds us that what we stand to lose to the bush junta is vast and worth fighting to
keep.

The sane populations of the United States are fighting the bush junta with everything
they've got. From blogs to comics to concerts to arguing with total strangers in the
grocery store, the Left has finally figured out that the world does not run on love and
turning the other cheek just gets you smacked twice. Backing down is not an option
when your back is against the wall. Can we ever go back to being lovers instead of
fighters? Well, maybe someday. But for the foreseeable future we're going to have to
fight the present as well as the past. The Bush Junta is a welcome arrow in the quiver.
For now, it explains why we must vote bushco out of office so Kerry can fix the
international situation and Edwards take on the domestic mess. In the future, it will
explain why we had to vote bushco out of office to save the world. You think I'm
kidding? I'm not kidding, but don't listen to me, listen to Ted Kennedy on just one area
of, um, hysterical (for me) concern:

The Effect of the War in Iraq on America's Security
by Senator Ted Kennedy
Remarks delivered at The George Washington University
Published on Monday, September 27, 2004 by CommonDreams.org

And in addition to that: North Korea has nukes, oil got up to $50 a barrel, health care
costs are rising three or more times faster than wages, tens of thousands of people
have died in an illegal war in Iraq for non-existent WMD, the Taliban are back in
Afghanistan, there's probably going to be a draft, and John Ashcroft is still Attorney
General and NO ONE in the bush junta sees any of this as a problem. Job One is take
our democracy back and vote these monsters out of office. And if you need still need
convincing or just need something to read at the polling place, allow me to recommend
The Bush Junta.
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Shockwave
Novelization by Paul Ruditis. Based on the episode written by Rick Berman and

Brannon Braga.
Publisher: Pocket Books/Star Trek
ISBN: 0743464567

Review by Jane Melander

What would you do if you knew that your disappearance -- though seemingly minor in
the grand scale of the universe -- would eventually bring about the total destruction of
your world centuries later? Like George Bailey in It's a Wonderful Life, Captain
Jonathan Archer of the Enterprise NX-01 is about to find out in the novelization
Shockwave by Paul Ruditis.

Based on the climactic Season 1 finale and Season 2 premiere of the UPN series Star
Trek Enterprise, Shockwave begins innocuously enough, with an invitation to meet a
friendly race of beings called the Paraagans. However, shortly after Archer, Chief
Engineer "Trip" Tucker, and Armory Officer Malcolm Reed begin their journey down
through the planet's volatile atmosphere (due to the high concentration of the gas
Tetrazine), their shuttle appears to touch off a chain reaction of events that completely
destroys the planet, including the Paraagans.

Devastated, Archer blames himself for the horrific tragedy. He reports to Starfleet and
takes full responsibility. The Vulcans react in a logical albeit predictable fashion. They
order Archer to rendezvous with a Vulcan ship, which will ferry T'Pol and Phlox back to
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their homeworlds. Once that order is completed, the Enterprise is to be recalled back
to Earth, effectively ending humankind's first foray into deep space and, perhaps,
setting back Starfleet's mission for decades to come.

While Archer broods privately, his crew reacts to the tragedy in various ways. It was
fun to read about Crewman Cutler's flirting with Dr. Phlox -- which made for a rather
interesting diversion from the seriousness of the episode overall. (However, the scene
made me grieve anew at the untimely loss of actress Kellie Waymire, who played
Elizabeth Cutler.) Another minor character, Crewman Rostov, gets to voice the
concern of the entire crew about their recall and the investigation into what happened
to the Paraagans.

At first, Captain Archer seems paralyzed in his guilt, even brushing aside as
inconsequential a possible lead that the shuttle may not have ignited the atmosphere
after all. Determined to dwell on the tragedy, Archer goes to bed although, he admits,
not to sleep. After turning off the lights, he calls for his dog, Porthos. Getting no
response, he switches the light back on and finds himself NOT in his quarters on
Enterprise but in his old apartment in San Francisco -- before the launch of Enterprise
a year earlier. There, the nebulous Crewman Daniels joins him. We learn Daniels is a
time traveler from the 31st century and Archer is in the middle of a Temporal Cold War
that has far-reaching ramifications for himself and all of humankind. What ensues from
this point forward is a tale of time travel, encounters with the unpredictable Suliban,
and a desperate mission to thwart hidden factions of the Temporal Cold War from
writing Archer out of history and, thus, causing the destruction of Earth in the distant
future.

The author includes a number of flashbacks that helps develop the story and brings
insight to readers who may not have caught the previous Season 1 episodes. That, for
me, was a good thing as I had missed the entire first season.

Shockwave is a quick and enjoyable read. It's action is well-paced and it gives just
enough of background to fill out Archer's character beyond the filmed version. As a
novelization, it perhaps does a better job than many in conveying the action of the TV
version. The characters are better defined at this point (in comparison to those in the
novelization of Broken Bow, the series' premiere episode). For the most part, the other
major characters get their own moments, but this is definitely a story about Archer and
his place in Starfleet's future for centuries to come.

If you're a Star Trek fan and want a good introduction to Enterprise before the October
8th premiere of Season 4, you can't go wrong with adding Shockwave to your reading
list.
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My Life
By Bill Clinton
Publisher: Knopf

Review by Kitty Johnson

I Hear America Singing: A Review of My Life by Bill Clinton.

What, when drunk, one sees in other presidents of the United States,
one sees in Bill Clinton sober.

What a great quote! I just made it up! (With a little help from Kenneth Tynan.) Oh, how I
miss our Bill Clinton, the Arkansas minotaur! But now I have his Life in my lap again,
and, well, it's just such a relief. Remember what a terrific president Bill made, smarter
than anyone who was more optimistic, and more optimistic than anyone who was
smarter? Bill knew us the way a great lover does (unlike the swinish Childe Bush who
goes into a full Pet-the-Goat trance when faced with the raw desires of his country.)

And here in 2004, it is useful to notice how Bill, in his Bill-ness, reminds us of the three
great issues of every American election: race, money, and Elvis in general.

A) Race.

Curious how the Other Brother seems to unreservedly thirst for wild, cheap food and
wild, sweet sex – and yet is this not also the commonly held view of Bill Clinton!? This

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0375414576/qid%3D1096603737/sr%3Dka-1/gingermayerso-20' TARGET=
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0375414576/qid%3D1096603737/sr%3Dka-1/gingermayerso-20' TARGET=
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should be no surprise, since Bill comes from one of the hotter, more jungly parts of the
world, a world made of spooky moonshine stills and pork-flavored romance. . . hey,
wait a minute.

That's me! I mean, that's us! I mean, that's, that's . . . us'ns! And that's America. (see
B).

B) Money (see C).

C) Elvis in General.

After Elvis clawed his way to the top, you know what did he do with the money? He
gave everybody a Cadillac! Yes, Cadillac socialism! How sweet success is when it's
shared by everyone. It's nice, now that Childe Bush is busy dismantling America, to
remember how Bill urged us to have it all. Spiritual Cadillacs all around!

Besides, Bill also exhibits all the exquisite Dixie checks-and-balances of Elvis. Gospel
and funk, black and white, Apollo and Dionysius. Bill balances his untamed hick mom
with Hillary's rectitude, and then he matches Hillary's steel with Monica's humidity.

In a book which is nothing but a 900-page Elvis movie, my favorite loop is the one on
page 584. Hot dog! The archetypal brute hillbilly event, Mother's funeral, has just
occurred, and not only is it Elvis's birthday (January 8) but Barbra Streisand shows up
too! Now, after a quick guzzle of the unlimited funeral meats at the Little Rock Sizzlin
Steakhouse, it's time to rush back to the big house where Bill's still President of the
United States. It's the unironic hillbilly dream par excellence.

So, actually, it doesn't matter if all those murmuring televised Calibans get Bill or not;
their rancor is evidence of his power as a fertility symbol of the imagination (a positive
dream rabbit, as P.G. Wodehouse says in another context.) He is our Comeback Kid,
like Jesus, like Osiris; I mean, really, is there anything Bill can't serve as metaphor?
(When Bill had his recent heart attack, the papers reported that hundreds turned up at
hospitals wanting their own hearts monitored. Do you see the Shakespearean
vehemence of these metaphorical gestures?)

Bill is large; he contains multitudes. Hey, remember that Elvis song 'If I Can Dream'
with its birds flying higher and its lights burning brighter? Oh, yeah, W. Bush makes us
sweat in our sleep, but, unlike Bill, he has never bred a dream, and a dream is what
America should be.
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On the subject of Scary Teddy. (Somewhat better known as Teddy
Scares. Ed)

Some reviewesque thoughts from our own Kitty Johnson

A note from the Editor: We here at J LHLS love our reviewers very
much, even when we're not completely sure what they're writing about. We hope you
will please bear this in mind (get it? bear this in mind?) as you read this, um, review
and proceed at your own risk. Thank you.

Would everyone like to start crying now and perhaps cease only in late 2005? Then let
me tell you the story of my life.

See, my mother told me that Santa Claus didn't bring dolls to big girls who were 10
years old. (In East Tennessee, the implication was that Jerry Lee Lewis would drop by
instead with an engagement ring).

Guess what? That was 1959.

And guess what times two? 1959 was the first Christmas Barbie dolls were unleashed
on an unsuspecting world.

So I never had a Barbie doll - never never never.

http://teddyscares.com/
http://liheliso.org/
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Gentlemen, start your sobbing. (Thou accursed poppet, thou haunt'st me still.
Remember those bouquets of Barbies in the Sears Christmas Catalogue. Wishbook?
Oh, I hardly think so: call it rather the First of Many Defeat Books. )

But this is America, and capitalism will find a way. So I dressed my rubbery big-footed
bride dolls as well as I could in tattered hankies and even provided them a primitive
escort service. The Kens, yes, the Kens, the Kens were teddy bears 
(Kens transformed by a wicked doctor Mattel into silent lurching brutes, but they were
the only male dolls I had). Obviously I'm well prepared for any toy a post-millennial
world can unleash.

Including Scary Teddy of the Applehead Factory Design studio.

Scary Teddy has tiny red eyes; he seems to breathe darkness and exhale fear. (I just
made that up.)

But I'm afraid the scare of Scary Teddy is nothing like the fear aroused by a recent ad I
saw for a Bradford Mint "Stonewall Jackson" Ornamental Decorative Ceramic
Nutcracker. That's the scariest knickknack shit ever, that is.

And Scary Teddy is also not nearly as unsettling as the toys on page 336 of the 1980
Sears Christmas catalog (I have old Sears catalogues behind each uncertain rustling
purple curtain in my study): See, page 336 is the . . . oh my god . . . the ventriloquist
dummy page!

No amount of loitering in the Twilight Zone could prepare us for these horrors.

To wit, item A: The Lester dummy of Willie Tyler and Lester! (What did Lester do in his
other lives to deserve that face!!!)

Item B: The anatomically incorrect (and how) Simon Sez in his 1970's Pele-Disco
drag!

Item C: The Susie Says vent figure! Or is it 666 Susie Says!

Shudder! Postmodern Santa, what will it be? Scary toys that aren't scary because of
the irony factor, or unironic, unscary toys that redefine terror?

I knew this would end in tears.

Replies: 1 Comment

wow, this is life...

Posted by natty @ 06/20/2005 08:51 AM PST
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America (The Book)
By Jon Stewart, Ben Karlin and David Javerbaum 

Warner Books

Review by Tom Good

Just in time for this year's Presidential election, the writers of The Daily Show have
created America (The Book): A Citizen's Guide to Democracy Inaction. This guide to
the past, present, and future of American Democracy explains everything from the
invention of democracy by "Our Big Fat Greek Forerunners" to a future inhabited by "a
sub-race of genetically perfect blonde toddlers who are only allowed to vote because
they can kill with their minds."

This book is not just a collection of jokes, but a parody of school textbooks, complete
with discussion questions ("Why do you think the Framers made the Constitution so
soul-crushingly boring?") and classroom activities at the end of each chapter. This
structure adds considerable nostalgic humor for those of us who have been out of
school for a while. One of my favorite sections explains the difference between
Democrats and Republicans:

"The Republican Party is the party of nostalgia. It seeks to return America to a simpler,
more innocent and moral past that never actually existed. The Democrats are
utopians. The seek to create an America so fair and non-judgemental that life becomes
an unbearable series of apologies."
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America also contains a bonus chapter about the rest of the world, where we learn, for
example, that "New Zealand boasts a remarkable 50 sheep for every Orc." On the
whole, I really enjoyed this book. It is funny from cover to cover, and I could not resist
reading a lot of quotes from it out loud. If you like The Daily Show, America is a must-
have book.
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Exterminators
By Christopher Golden

Pocket Books

Review by Chad Denton

The Justice League wards off an alien invasion. Normally this wouldn't really spark
much interest, but Christopher Golden's "Exterminators" tries to merge a big "The
Authority"-esque threat, incorporating elements from the classic "Alien" model as well
as kaiju, with DC superheroics. The plot follows both the original incarnation of the
Justlice League (you know, the one with the Black Canary) and the present team (well,
'present' as of Grant Morrison's relatively recent run) as they deal with two separate
alien invasions - although probably more accurately described as infestations. The
former had massive kaiju-like beings land in the United Kingdom and start wreaking
havoc, forcing the first Justice League to destroy them after all attempts to
communicate with them fail. The second begins with people across Britain inexplicably
gaining super-powers, only to slowly 'evolve' into monstrosities called 'burrowers',
seemingly similar to the aliens the Justice League fought a decade ago.

The best part of the book is its opening half, as the members of the Justice League find
themselves running into very powerful and very British superhumans (or metahumans,
as the DC Universe lexicon go) who, for the most part, want no part of the spandex life.
Most endearing is the character of Ian, a young, happily married Englishman who finds
himself with telekinetic powers, becomes close friends with the Flash and the Green
Lantern, and becomes for the entire book our 'de facto,' non-JL hero. For these
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chapters we find iconic superheroes running into people who have powers but don't
want to become superheroes. There's one wonderful scene where Ian briefly considers
becoming a part-time superhero, but realizes that he finds the costumes the Flash and
Green Lantern "daft" and desperately the two heroes try to justify their choice of work
clothes.

An interesting and little explored premise would have been to see some of the down-
to-earth consequences of a world where people fairly routinely gain superpowers. In
fact, Golden does skirt through some of the issues with a prominent actress who finds
she has to keep her abilities secret, a man who loses his mind and makes a
nonsensical threat against the Queen Elizabeth II, and a woman who tries to take
revenge against a hopeless political situation. Unfortunately, as the new alien threat
manifests itself, that is all brushed aside for the Justice League fighting monsters.
Fortunately, it's not that simple, as the Justice League finds itself in a number of ethical
dilemmas as well as posing the harsh question: did their predecessors ten years ago
do the right thing and are they to blame for the current crisis? (Frankly, though, I don't
think the ethical situation is as complicated as Golden wants us to believe, but it still
works.)

The beauty of the final chapters comes from its scope, as the narration views all sorts
of heroes from around the DC Universe responding to the crisis, from the Atom to
Mister Terrific to Booster Gold. Someone who isn't exactly in tune with the very, very,
very sizable cast of the mainstream DC Universe might be daunted, but Golden gives
enough space to these different champions to leave hardcore DC fans satisfied.

Golden does a fine job of conveying the threat and the power of the aliens and the
solution the Justice League does find to the problem is almost like something out of a
Japanese b-movie (not to give too much away, but you should know what you do when
you're faced with a big monsterï¿½). Also, luckily, Golden brings forward a few
characters that are fleshed-out and sympathetic to the point that, while we know the
Justice League members will go unscathed, the audience might very well worry for
their well-being.

Despite the abrupt change of gears about halfway through the book as the narrative
goes from a story about normal people getting superpowers to one about monsters,
Golden's writing is quite good, whether it's a basic character-building scene, a shout-
out to old-fashioned DC fans, or an epic fight scene. Unfortunately, Golden's prose
does feature one annoying habit.

The habit involves one-sentence paragraphs like these to build suspense.

All in all, though, this is quite a solid, entertaining book. I'm not sure, given the number
of characters drawn in, how accessible it will be to those not up on their DC characters,
but like all good prose based on comic book superheroes it manages to invoke a real
love for the characters with an eye to the more down-to-earth details.
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Tales of the Dominion War
Edited by Keith R.A. DeCandido
384 Pages, $14.00 (paperback)
Published by Star Trek Books
ISBN: 0743491718

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Ah, Deep Space Nine. My favorite of the Trek series (next to the
original). People said it was dark and complicated and angsty and all

about the characters and you know what? That's why I loved it. There were a lot of
characters, so if you got tired of one, there was bound to be someone else you wanted
to watch. I think DS9 had the best selection of character actors in secondary parts;
they consistently stole the show from the regulars. Just watch Andy Robinson as
Garak, if you don't believe me.

Which brings me to Jeffery Combs as Weyoun, the Vorta bad guy. This was a role that
could have been so shallow and boring � and it was, in fact, when there were other
Vorta involved � but Combs managed to make Weyoun the center of every scene he
was in. Even though the Vorta were supposed to be cloned servants with no lives apart
from being tools of the Founders, Combs played Weyoun with a strong sexual
undertone, as if he was getting off both from being completely submissive to the
shapeshifters and completely nasty to the Federation. He always seemed on the verge
of orgasm. This constitutes a stellar performance, in my book. Oh, and it didn't hurt that
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he was totally hot (both as Weyoun and in real life.)

Alas, there are no Weyoun stories in this book, although there is a Vorta or two (pale
imitations of the original, unfortunately). It's a good solid collection of stories about the
Dominion War, which took up most of the second half of DS9's run; the stories are all
by profic writers, so the quality is quite good overall. (To see the listed authors, jump to
the end of this review. Impressive!) As with most Trek books these days, there's a mix
of series canon and profic stuff, but if you haven't read any profic, don�t worry, you
won't get lost. The original characters are interesting and lively, and there's even a
good dose of humor ("Mirror Eyes", about a Romulan operative working on DS9; it
contains the immortal line "�After I had cleaned up the bloodstains on the counter
from the raw steak�"). There are familiar primary characters (Picard, Lwaxana Troi,
Scotty and McCoy, Sisko) and one very fine story, titled "A Song Well Sung", about
Klag, a Klingon who was in an extremely slashy episode of TNG (A Matter of Honor;
Sunbeam says "Apparently, Jean-Luc and the captain of a Klingon vessel grant each
other most-favored-boytoy status; the Klingons get Riker. Lotsa of steamy moments
ensue. Riker takes a real shine to lanky farouche Klag who returns the favor.").

It's not a good idea to read this book straight through, like I did. It's a book about war,
after all, but scene after scene of death and devastation and horror � it's exhausting
and depressing. Not to mention timely, though I don't think this book was released as a
political statement. Unlike real life, the Dominion War was very much good vs. evil, and
even the bad guys (Cardassians) recognized this and switched sides in the end. True
to Trek, after Evil was conquered it admitted its mistake and stopped being evil and got
forgiven, and even cured of certain death. Somehow I don't think humans will be so
fair-minded, even in the 24th century.

And for me, that was the disappointing ending to the last story in this book, "Requital".
A human who has been through the worst of the war � fighting for months, barely
hanging on, seeing all of his friends killed before him - has a chance to assassinate the
leader of Evil. And he almost does, except Sisko, that Prophet in disguise, talks him
down off the ledge and he drops the phaser. Yeah, right. Look, anyone desperate
enough to put a gun to the head of their worst enemy for the sole purpose of killing
them is not going to be talked out of it. He expects to die trying, and that's OK with him.
That's the kind of human baseness we needed to see more of in Trek. It was totally
absent from TNG and only made a comeback in DS9, which, again, is why I love it so.
And Weyoun: Hot-cha!

Contributing authors: Greg Cox � Peter David � Keith R.A. DeCandido � Michael
Jan Friedman � Dave Galanter � Robert Greenberger Heather Jarman & Jeffrey
Lang � David Mack � Michael A. Martin & Andy Mangels � Josepha Sherman &
Susan Shwartz � Dayton Ward & Kevin Dilmore � Howard Weinstein
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This review: Hot-cha!
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House of Reeds
By Thomas Harlan
Publisher: Tor Books

Review by Jessica Groper

(This review contains plot and character details, please proceed
at your own risk. Ed)

One of the great things about science fiction is how far away the
reader can be transported. Alien cultures, superior technology,
conflicts between species; they take the reader to a reality in
which anything can happen, because the imagination is unlimited.

Sometimes, though, the science fiction author gets a little too caught up in the
boundlessness of the imagination. The created world becomes complicated with
politics, histories, and too many characters. I can’t help admiring any author who can
bring so many details into an imagined universe, but when there’s so much going on it
can be hard to jump into the plot and really know what’s going on. This is a big
challenge in Thomas Harlan’s House of Reeds.

The second in a series, this book is set in a world where the dominant human powers
come from an ancient Mexican culture and from Japan. The characters range from a
team of corporately funded archaeologists, to a bedraggled starship crew, to a
powerful group of political conspirators, to an out of control Mexica prince. Somehow
all of these characters arrive at the same location, an alien planet under Imperial rule,

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/0765301938%3Fv%3Dglance
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just in time for an outbreak of rebellion and violence. The large reptilian creatures – I
imagine them as undersized t-rex’s – have been manipulated by sedition and rumor,
and armed by underground militant groups. The archaeological team has been sent to
search for an unidentified magical artifact, and their leader, Gretchen, seems to be
plagued by visions of a previous life. Presumably something happened in book 1 to
Gretchen that had to be buried in her memory, but all the reader gets are cryptic hints.
Meanwhile, Tezozomoc, the youngest son in the Mexica royal family, is on a non-stop
bender of alcohol, mind-altering drugs, and any trouble he can sniff out, with his long
suffering bodyguards in tow.

And that’s only the beginning! This book is densely packed with sub-plots, sub-
characters, and mysteries that never get explained (hey that’s what a sequel is for).
But, while I was lost for a large majority of the book, I was never bored. The writing is
intelligent, the use of Aztec inspired subject matter brings the past into the future, and
the fate of all the characters kept me reading despite my confusion. House of Reeds is
a prime example of inspired science fiction.
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Sky Captain and the World of Tomorrow
Written and Directed by Kerry Conran
Actors and blue screen, mostly blue screen.

Review by Ginger Mayerson

Grrrrrrr. What are they teaching these boys in film school?

So, speaking of nostalgia for things that never were: In the mythical old days of early
Hollywood, set in the same mythical time frame as "Sky Captain etc.", a guy like Kerry
Conran would have spent a decade assistant directing for a master director before he
got a film. And, because in a decade everyone knows if you have "it" or not, he would
never have gotten a film. Or he would have ended up directing B- movies.

And by "it" I mean a soul. This film has no soul, it doesn't even have much personality.
It has "style" and style will not get you through an hour and forty-seven minutes. It also
has flaws that have been enumerated elsewhere, but here's the one that annoyed me
most: you would think they could have spent a little money on a dialect coach for poor
Angela Jolie. When I saw the trailer, I thought she sounded German.

And speaking of Germans: I must say that Jude Law and Gwyneth Paltrow are fine
Aryan specimens indeed. Conran has envisioned a streamlined vision of the future set
in the not so distant past with no black or brown people in it. A culture that glorifies
war, technology, the sleek, art modern design, and those sleek deco blondes in tight
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skirts and one-eyed dominatrix brunettes of indeterminate accents in tighter uniforms
that go with it. This really gave me the creeps about half way through the film and, as
you can see, I still haven't quite shaken it.

If Nazi Germany had won the culture war, this is what the world would be like. In this
parallel development, only a super villain like Totenkoff could be more monstrous than
the ideas of National Socialism triumphant. Where are your black and brown people in
America of the 1930s, Mr. Conran? I'd sure like to know.

But Conran, as a product of CalArts, probably doesn't see it that way. He just sees the
cool things he can do with the technology and never mind the human element. (This is
why real war is so horrible nowadays, but I digress.) The films Conran seems to be
paying homage to were made on very low budgets; it was up to the actors to "put them
across." The reverse is true in this film; the actors could have been CGI and who would
have really cared? Conran is longing for an era he doesn't understand.

So, yeah, it's only a film. And as a film, it's a boring failure and so, in the end, we really
do know what Mr. Conran is made of: style, but no content. Will he get another chance
to fail? Maybe; this film is raking in the bucks, and to fail in Hollywood these days, you
only have to lose enough money.

Edit 092404 - after a good night's sleep: Does it bother anyone else that this kind of
mildly entertaining, mostly hypnotic, weirdly revisionist vision of Nazi era design and
culture is coming out just as the last of the Holocaust survivors are dying? If this film
heralds a trend, it's a very bad trend.

Edit 101104 - Ah ha! I knew there was something else bothering me. Sky Captain
and his women all mention Nanjing but never the Rape of Nanjing (300K+ civilians
murdered), which would have been in the same "theoretical" time frame. And here's
the story that jogged my memory:

"TOKYO - A popular Japanese cartoonist has come under fire for depicting the
Japanese imperial army carrying out brutal acts in the 1937 Nanjing massacre, a report
has said.

"The publisher of the Weekly Young Jump comics magazine had received strong
protests for printing the 'inappropriate' strip by 57-year-old cartoonist Hiroshi Motomiya
last month, the conservative Sankei Shimbun daily said on Saturday.

"The cartoon is titled Kuni-ga Moeru, which means 'the country burns', and tells the
story of a young bureaucrat in the years when Japan was heading into World War II
before rising from the ashes after its defeat.

"An excerpt from the strip depicts Japanese soldiers slashing Chinese captives lined
up for execution, with comrades cheering the gruesome scene.

"The Sankei did not say who had made the protests, but the Kyodo news agency
reported that those responsible included a group of 37 members of local assemblies."
Cartoon strip on Nanjing massacre draws flak, APF, October 10 or 11, 2004, as seen
in The Straights Times, as seen in Thought Balloons

Japanese history textbook makers have been trying to sanitize their texts on the Rape
of Nanjing (or Nanking) for years. Do they really need Kerry Conran's help on this? I

http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/asia/story/0,4386,277361,00.html
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mean, most of that generation in Asia has died off, so only the horror of the Rape of
Nanjing and the Japanese occupation of China (like Hiroshima and Nagasaki and
Dresden and London and Rotterdam and Guernica and too many to list here) and the
existence of written survivor accounts and other documentation are all that keeps
history as, um, honest as history can be honest. Conran's film does a terrible disservice
to the victims of the WWII era by taking the horror out of it.
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Enigma (Star Trek Stargazer, Book 5)
Written by Michael Jan Friedman
Published by Pocket Books
272 pages, $6.99
www.simonsays.com/st

Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

A mysterious alien agressor is attacking Starfleet ships. It has the ability
to bypass all Federation shields and defensive techonologies. It attacks,

renders the Starfleet vessel lame, boards the Starfleet vessel, leaves all aboard alive
but unconscious, and then retreats without taking anything or anyone.

Enter our intrepid Commander Picard, at the age of 28, captaining the USS Stargazer.
Even at this age Picard has created the famous ability to be inserted in the most trying
situations only to come out victorious. Picard and crew are ordered to help form a line
of defense against the alien aggressor, as it seems hellbent on plunging directly into
the heart of The Federation - Earth.

Onboard the Stargazer, unnoticed by fellow crewmembers, is a spy, the key individual
who can solve the question of the alien's motives. A witness to the spy's secret data
transmissions puts the criminal in a holding cell. Unfortunetly, as interrogations and
incarceration go on, the spy cannot remember why he was sent or who sent him; in
fact he can barely remember his real name. Trailing one of the alien attack formations
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is a tiny Starfleet shuttle with a half dozen crewmembers aboard. One of them is
Picard's first officer and best friend, Gilaad Ben Zoma. Another is Arlen McAteer, an
ambitious admiral with an ax to grind against Picard.

Enigma is an entertaining weekend read on the beach, with a number of absorbing
personality storylines that prove to be a solid rip current to the main tidalwave of
excitement.
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SpecWar - Special Warfare
Issues 2 - 8
By Frank A. Lauria
Published by Peter Four Productions
www.peterfour.com

Review by Kathy LaFollett

The author, Frank Lauria, is a retired NavySEAL which lends an inside
thread of authenticity to this timely military comic series. For all intents

we are led through the missions, lives, and personal viewpoints of the SpecWar Team,
commanded by Lieutenant Anthony DeBolla.

The author skirts the reality of current military events by presenting the SpecWar Team
in the field and out. This is actually a very addictive series. The reader is left wondering
if they were allowed a view into the hidden world of our special forces in the 21st
Century.

At times the testosterone levels get kitchy, particularly in the bar scenes depicted.
"Townies" seem quick to start fights with the Team members. It all seems a bit
stereotypical if not "Top Gun-ish". I found myself thinking it not likely a member of such
an elite group of highly trained men could be baited so easily in public. At one point a
Team member hits a woman in a local bar to start a fight. I hope this wouldn't happen,
and I would find myself rather disappointed if it were true. I found the civilian scenes
somewhat distracting.
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The mission scenes were exciting and very well laid out both artistically as well
conversationally. The art itself is impressive and very expressive. Excellent coloring
and line wieghts leave a clear, crisp explanatory visual to complement the writing.

SpecWars offers a lot in story and art. It's a great read. I recommend the series for all
military buffs.
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The Collected Gothic Nights: A Tale of Scarlet Passion
A rendered concept borrowing from Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley's
"Frankenstein"
Dramatized by: David Barbour
Scenes by: Timothy B. Vigil
Background Paintings by: Timothy B. Vigil, Adam McDaniel, and
Stephen Ryan
Inscribed by: Brent Carpenter
Published by: Rebel Studios

Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

A werewolf, a Countess Vampire, Baron Frankenstein, angry villagers, retribution,
bloodlust, Burgomaster, sex as a powertool, horror, and goth; therein lies the core
coolness of Gothic Nights. Every aspect of this comic challenges it's counter to a new
strength in timing, layout, syntax and story development.

I cannot say enough about the art. Ink work blessed by the gods and demons alike.
ASTOUNDINGLY precise, vivid to the point of insane it pulls the reader in and traps
the imagination in a death grip. The dramatization and rework of Shelley's
"Frankenstein" gives a sexy new twist to a sexy old twist.

The opening lusty scene grabs the reader by the throat and sets the tone for the rest of
the book. You haven't seen or read twisted cool until you've read the first 4 pages of

http://liheliso.org/


Archived Entry - 09/21/2004: "The Collected Gothic Nights: A Tale of Scarlet Passion"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000195.htm[4/27/2019 3:33:35 PM]

this comic. Our Countess is the lover/mistress/servant of Anton our Werewolf. In the
night they meet for a gothic tryst. We are introduced to the scene with a fullpage
rendition of the Baroness' Castle. SWEEEEEET. Incredible art. The scene is brought
to a climax, literally, as our couple orgasm together as Anton turns at that same
moment. A new definition to fetish. What a scene. What a storyline. What a comic.

If you are a horror, gothic comic aficionado, do yourself a favor and GET THIS COMIC
BOOK.

A Note from the Editor: We here at J LHLS try very hard to provide links for our
readers to buy the stuff we review, if they are so inclined. However, this one stumped
us. So, if any of you readers know or find out how to buy this comic, please post that
information in the Comments section. EVERYONE will thank you. Thank you. Ed.

Replies: 1 Comment

Ms. LaFollett:

A friend referred me to your website saying you had some kind words regarding
GOTHIC NIGHTS. I'm glad you enjoyed the book. Tim Vigil produced what I still think
is his finest work to date and I'm proud to have been a part of it.

If any of your readers are interested, THE COLLECTIED GOTHIC NIGHTS can be
obtained at the link below:

http://brokenhalos.safewebshop.com/gothic_nights_trade.html

Thanks,

David Barbour

Posted by David Barbour @ 01/16/2005 03:56 PM PST
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Gone South, Issues 1 and 2
Created and Written by Mike Wellman

Art and Cover by Guy LeMay
Lettering and Production by Johnny Lowe
Published by Atomic Basement

Reviwed by Kathy LaFollett

Gone South presents Victoria and Sylvia, vampiresses trying to find their way and
place alongside the mortals of the world and among their peers.

The guys at Atomic Basement have a really well rounded storyline laid out. Victoria and
Sylvia as individuals present unique views into their way of the living death. Politics of
the Vampire Nation are expressed as the girls fight their tendancies, vampire
comformity, and grudges. I dig the characters and the writing.

Now comes the confusion and disappointment. The artwork is lost unto itself.

Issue One utilizes an inking style that is reflective of expected comic book practices.
Stylized to a point that, at times, distracts from the read, the art did carry its weight.
Issue Two offered such a drastic change it took half the comic before my mind settled
on the new look of the characters. I never was able to feel comfortable and "at home"
with this art. Heavy, chunky and childlike the art does not carry the expression of
sensual vampires and their world. Basically, Issue Two is a disappointment strictly due
to the art.

http://www.atomicbasement.com/
http://liheliso.org/
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Gone South is a great story presented with distracting simplistic artform. If they can get
the art undercontrol, this would be a solid comic book.
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Berserker: The Wild Hunt #1 (of 4)
Story by Jens H. Altmann
Art by Harris O'Malley
Published by Studio Underhill
You can preview this comic online

Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

According to the originator of the Berserker character the history of this
character and storyline goes as follows:

In the mid-1980s, a young man and his girlfriend went on vacation in Haiti, to see if
they could salvage their relationship. They were entrapped by an evil Voodoo priest.
The young man escaped, but his girlfriend was killed and turned into a zombie. Guided
by Merlin (who used an alias), the young man found the Norse war-god's sword Tyrfing
at an antiquities store. He got the sword, was afflicted with the curse of the Berserker,
and went on to massivley trounce the evil Voodoo priest.

The opening salvo for the character and storyline is questionable at its inception. We
have a couple with a goal to regain their relationship...in Haiti. That would be a first.
The poorest nation in its hemisphere will not provide such an environment. A practicing
Voodoo priest in Haiti. That's believable considering "Vodou" is considered their
religion. A French derivative of Creole perspective, Haitians practice VooDoo (or
HooDoo) derived from the supernatural, and proceed from the influence of the sun.

http://www.studiounderhill.com/comics.html
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.studiounderhill.com/comics.html
http://www.studiounderhill.com/comics/berserker/berserker01.html
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Tribes that contributed to the VooDoo pantheon were the Nago, the Ibo, Congo,
Dahomean, Senegalese, Haoussars, Capalaou, Mandinga, Mondongue, Angolese,
Fons, Lybian, Ethiopian and the Malagache.

That being said, the introduction of Norse war gods and Merlin (most notabley
recognized as a wizard) using an alias just plain pushes the envelope.

Mr Altmann continues:
In the mid- late 1980s, horror audio dramatizations were very popular in Germany, I
wrote the above story as a full-cast dramatization in the hopes of starting a franchise to
cash in on this trend. Didn't work out; I couldn't find anyone willing to produce it. The
Berserker went back into the files.

Well there ya go, the idea is so jaded that it won't work for a "horror audio
dramatization".

Mr. Altmann goes on:

From there, I ressurrected him in the early 1990s. I was creating a superhero comic
book series, HEROES, INC and needed characters to fill the roster. Since I still had
Berserker lying around, I mentally continued his back story and put him on the team. I
still have the script around here somewhere. Unfortunelty, my timing sucked, and I
started submitting the pitch just as the comics market imploded at the tail end of the
speculator craze.

Enter the Warren Ellis Forum. I had long abondoned the idea of writing for comics,
focusing on prose writing instead. But posting on that message board brought back the
old passion. I sat down and fleshed out several ideas.

Among them was Berserker, which I dusted off and updated. It was not exactly a
surprise when I ended up discarding everything except the character and the sword.
Instead of crossing cultures, I decided to stick to just the Berserker's own culture; the
Norse/Celtic culture circle.

I can appreciate any artisan refining and reworking their art. As an artist myself I too
sometimes reapproach what I thought was a good core idea. Obviously, Berserker
could never be a superhero. He doesn't fit the genre in the least. As we read through
the history of this character it is evident he is an orphan with no home and a niche idea
with no playing field. Getting rid of the cross culture meld as a good idea.

Mr. Altmann finishes his history lesson:

A rough outline in hand, I posted my need for artists on the Warren Ellis Forum. Harris
O'Malley was one of the people who replied. I showed him the outline, he liked it, and
he was on board. The following weeks were quite interesting, as Harris and I bounced
ideas off of each other. The synergy between us was great, and in the final tally, the
story improved immensely from him input. So we worked out a pitch, and pitched.
Unfortunetly, nobody wanted it. The project tapered off and we both went on with our
respective lives and other problems. Until, by a major stroke of luck, the question of
how to pay for self-publishing Berserker: The Wild Hunt was solved. We got our act
together, and here we are.
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As a personal aside, I really hope that Berserker will prove successful enough to
warrant a sequel. Because I'm still itching to do the "Berserker vs. Zombies" story...

And herein lies the crux of the matter. Berserker is a personal project/hobby. Driven by
love of the idea and the need to put it out there for the world. History has laid out the
decision for Berserker. There's a reason why Jens Altmann is having trouble getting
Berserker off the ground. The idea at its center is flawed and disjointed. The current
artwork attached lends no help in uplifting the weakness of the writing and tale. As a
commercial product it cannot stand the test of current market demands. Conversely, as
a personal project for the "love of the game" I'm quite sure it stands strong as a
testament to artist and writer alike. There is a sense of pride and accomplishment to
take such a large undertaking to end result. But until our publishing duo takes the art
and story up a few notches, Berserker will continue to be a simple personal publication.

Replies: 3 comments

That's a very interesting review of my little essay in the back of the comic.

I would be more interested, however, in what you think of the comic itself. All this
review tells us are your thoughts about a text piece.

I would be more interested in what flaws you see in the comic itself, and why you think
it fails as a commercial product. If only for practical reasons. ;)

Posted by Jens Altmann @ 10/01/2004 02:59 AM PST

It's a pleasure to meet you and see you here Mr. Altmann.

I apologize if my utilization of your bio and history of the comic wasn't explicit 
enough towards the product itself.

Let's see if I can do a better job for you and your work.

Berserker: The Wild Hunt is presented in a linear manner. This in and of itself tends
to be boring and flat. There is no staggered character storylines or introductions.

Allow me to digress to another subject for explanation. In the 60s, the television
program "Batman and Robin" was written and filmed according to comicbook multiline
character storyline. For example, if you remember Batman and Robin would be running
to the
Commissioner's office, and in progress the narrator would say, "Meanwhile back at
Catwoman's Lair...". There was a constant switch of storyline back and forth, thusly
offering the appearance and feel of alot of action and themes.

Taking this thought to your first comic, I would offer the suggestion of utilizing
such a timeframe swap between the goings on of The Hunter, The investigation, and
the character of Berserker himself. Intertwining the subject lines would lend more
depth to the visuals as well as the writing itself. It would also facilitate more
pages to introduce our new character Duncan Hart. As it currently stands he seems
to be some homeless man who pulls a sword out of a molten metal, then end.

Currently the comic stands as, here's a victim, here's the hunter, here's his nemisis,

http://http/www.jensaltmann.com
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here's the cops, here's the neighborhood, and here's Duncan. Very linear.

Using a miltilinear storyline and timetable the reader can literally watch as life
lines converge into each other.

As far as product marketability, I must admit that this is my opinion based only
on current comicbook sales, and the segmentation and differentiation of same.
The mainstream market is brutal, readers are unforgiving, and publishers even 
more so...the story and character as it currently stands wouldn't make it through
first cut. There is no edge to the theme. The Hunter, death, satan or immortality
have been visited before. There is no human study. I read no Id, Ego, or Alter Ego
play between characters. There is no long term mystery. I read a future of Berserker
chasing and eliminating evil, while trying to kill The Hunter. Redundancy kills.

These are only my thoughts, of course.

There is a way to bypass, and improve the character and storyline though. If you
were to create a website specific to Berserker, with scheduled publishing dates
(downloadable .pdf's), and also create a forum for readers to join and offer
suggestions,
you would gain direction, readers, and a foundation to work against while testing
against
the very readers you are gunning for (for the mere cost of the URL and hosting).

Self-publishing directed by visitors who can share between themselves as well as with
you via the forum is the "warp zone" to the development cycle. I build websites, I know.

All is not lost, but trying to parse out the growth and direction of this idea via
paper publishing and a few forums (not owned by you specific to YOUR goals) will not
yield the results.

I hope you find something of value in this dissection. And I do want to state that
I have all the respect in the world for the years of time, thought, effort and money
you've put into the project. Tenacity, intelligence and creative juices are admirable.
And quite frankly, I'd love for you to serve me crow one day, and take this to great
success.

Posted by Kathy LaFollett @ 10/03/2004 07:53 AM PST

Leave a comment

Posted by Editor @ 01/13/2006 10:09 PM PST

http://www.visionized.com/
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
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Star Trek: A Time to Kill (Book 7)
By David Mack
Published by Pocket Books (a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.)
368 pages, $6.99
Visit http://www.simonsays.com/st
Available as a downloadable eBook!

Reviewd by Kathy LaFollett

There is a creepy familiarity in this book to current events. There seems
to be a drawn reference to our current political and military goings-on. And I like it.

At the apex of the Dominion War and only known to a select few at the top innercircle
of the Federation Command, the Federation secretly armed the neutral planet Tezwa
with horrendous weapons of mass destruction. Created as a contigency plan against
the Dominion if the front lines collapsed, the WMDs lay at the border of the Klingon
Empire in direct violation of the fragile peace treaties between the Klingons and the
Federation. The placement of the WMDs guarenteed final success at all costs, but also
guarenteed scandal if the Klingons and other Federation members found out.

Tezwa's prime minister, hungry for power, if not a dictatorship, uses the WMDs as
leverage against the supplying Federation as well as menacing his neighbors.

Sound familiar? Sure it does.

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/A HREF=
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/A HREF=
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The Federation calls upon Captain Picard and the Enterprise crew to take on a
"diplomatic mission", without revealing the full truth about the WMD origination point.
Without that knowledge the Enterprise crew is put in the crossfire as the crisis quickly
escalates amid the lies and deceptions of the Federation, Klingons, and the Tezwa
Elite.

Sound familiar? Sure it does.

As time runs out to a full war between the Klingons and Tezwa, Ambassador Worf is
asked to choose between his heritage, honor, and loyalty to Martok, Chancellor of the
Klingon Empire and for all intents and purposes Worf's mentor and fatherlike friend,
and his new role within the Federation.

Sound like a familiar political figure now? Sure it does.

Book 7 is an EXCELLENT read.A Time to Kill is surely my favorite within the series to
date. David Mack's first attempt at spearheading a Trek Book proves to be a
benchmark in my opinion. I hereby declare myself his biggest fan.

Of course the ending is not like the ending we are currently heading toward in our
timeframe: Picard doesn't liberate Tezwa with more WMDs and misguided initiatives.
Although he did cause the removal ofthe soon-to-be-dictator and set up a promising
peaceful end and new government in Tezwa sans WMD. Mission Accomplished.

George could learn a thing or two from Jean Luc.

Book 7 is an outstanding addition to an already impressive Star Trek series.
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From the Les Toil Collection of Big Beautiful Pin-Ups:

AMAZON LEA

Review by Allan Landow.

Clothing of the period was quite realistically portrayed. The lowcut breastplate was
significantly suggestive, but yet left just enough to the imagination. She effectively
exhibited toughness and sexiness at the same time.

Her legs, although largely proportioned, were not overly muscular. They conveyed just
the right amount of femininity. Her torn skirt could be symbolic of the perfect blend of
sexuality and power.

The weapons that she used suggested a strong preference for dominance -- not only in
battle, but in other areas as well. I pity the man that would try to get in her way!!
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Stryke Force
Vol 2, Issue 1, May 2004

TopCow Productions
Writer: Jay Faerber; Pencil: Tyler Kirkham; Ink: Marlo Alquiza; Colors: Brian Buccellato
Release Date: April 7, 2004
"A Top Cow classic superhero series returns, updated and re-energized for the 21st
century! Morgan Stryker leads a new team of outlaw heroes-for-hire on dangerous
missions around the world, always staying one step ahead of the law. In their first
adventure, the Strykeforce team is hired by a recently widowed woman whose young
son has mysteriously vanished…."
Pages: 32

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Rant mode: On! 

First, let me tell you that you can get the whole comic online at the Top Cow site, if you
have a high-speed connection and Flash installed. Please refer to the description
above for a plot summary. (I'd link to the exact page, but the whole TC site is in fucking
Java and I can't.) I laboriously captured and edited these images for you, so that you'd
have something to look at while I ranted. Here is my version of the conversation
between the Writer and the Artist as they created the "new team of outlaw heroes-for-
hire":

http://liheliso.org/
http://www.topcow.com/
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W: OK, those are the male characters. Now we
need some women.
A: Yeah. Do they have to wear clothes?
W: Hmm. We need to give them super powers.
And they can't be fat or ugly. Let's see, one can be
like a martial arts chick and have swords-
A: Great! Drawing women with knives is so cool.
You can pose them like Barbies.
W: - and the other….WAIT! GET THIS! The other

one will be INVISIBLE!
A: Why is that great? Sue Storm was invisible and she wasn't so hot.
W: She was when Kirby drew her. Listen, you know how when people are invisible,
their clothes are invisible too? And like that doesn't make any sense? Well, this time it'll
make sense because -
A & W: - SHE'LL BE NAKED! Yeee-haw!
A: This is like a dream come true. Let's make her blond.
W: With pigtails!
A: And a lollipop! Here, what do you think?
W: Wow, that's really…really… wait, I'll be right back.
[10 minutes later]
W: Sorry. Like I was saying, that's so cool. She's like young and nubile and totally
unthreatening, even if she is a superhero.
A: Here, this is the other one, the not-blond.
W: Make her tits bigger.
A: There.
W: Bigger.
A: There.
W: Bigger!
A: THERE!
W: No, too big! Go down one cup size. That's better. And make her skinnier. She
should look like a broomstick with soccer balls. And make her outfit skimpier. She
should be essentially naked.

A: High heels?
W: Of course.
A: How's that? I made her tits and ass be right up front, even though
there's no reason to focus on them.
W: That's really…really…wait, I'll be right back.
[15 minutes later]
W: Sorry. These are excellent. You so rock, dude. No one draws tits like
you.
A: Thanks. Do we have a plot?
W: Who cares? We have naked girls! And explosions!

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
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Outfoxed: Rupert Murdoch's War on Journalism
Director: Robert Greenwald
DVD released date: July 13, 2004
Studio: The Disinformation Company
Run time: 114 minutes

Uncovered: The Whole Truth About the Iraq War
Director: Robert Greenwald
DVD released date: March 30, 2004
Studio: The Disinformation Company
Run Time: 90 minutes

Reviewed by Janine Fennick

I have a pretty much former friend - let's call her Ms. X - who is a Fox
News groupie. She used to have a brain in her head but the last time I saw her, she
was telling me about how hot Bill O'Reilly and Sean Hannity were and how she will
only listen to them, etc. I knew about the propaganda tactics of Fox News Channel
already (thanks to 7 years of film school and a lot of reading) but while I was at the
movies I thought about her and how I would love to mail her an anonymous copy of
these films OR strap her down and force her, Clockwork Orange style, to watch the
damned things.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/B0002HDXTQ/qid%3D1095556426/sr%3D8-1
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I saw a double feature of Outfoxed and Uncovered this afternoon. They being the
documentaries on Fox News Channel and the Iraq War by Robert Greenwald. I cannot
stress enough how each and every one of you should go see them (or buy them from
Amazon.com at the low low price of $10 each or rent them or get them from Netflix or
wherever) IMMEDIATELY. At least in the next 6 weeks and BEFORE the election.
They're both chilling to say the least. Outfoxed pretty much outs the one sided totally
Unfair and Unbalanced practices of FNCs and their "reporters" and the people behind
the scenes (Mr. Ailes, Mr. Murdoch et. al.) and the lies they tell and HOW they tell
them. The majority of the people interviewed were former Fox News people who left or
were fired for actually trying to cover both sides of an issue rather than being a
ventriloquist dummy for the Right (esp. the current Administration).

Uncovered is all about the lies and propaganda used to get us into the Iraqi War and to
keep us there. Most of the people interviewed are former military, former Intelligence
Agency or former government people. Many of them are Republicans. None of them
are happy about the way people have been duped -- and believe me, they have been.
The audiences were pretty funny for both because the films were pretty much
preaching to the choir and it was like a non-stop peanut gallery of commentary all
around. It was almost interactive film watching.

Well, guess who I ran into as we were leaving the theatre? Yep, Ms. X.

She was all dressed up in a suit and she called to me and gave me this HUGE hello.
She told me she was going for some interview at the Cinema Arts center because she
was doing a documentary -- she never told me how or what about. Anyway, she asked
what I had seen and I told her the names of the films and then said (somewhat
sarcastically), "You really ought to see Outfoxed. You might learn something."

"Oh, what's it about?"

"Fox News -- especially Bill O'Reilly and Sean Hannity."

And then (and I kid you not) she squealed and said in a voice normally reserved for
tweenagers when discussing Orlando Bloom or Josh Harnett or Brad Pitt "Oh! I
loooooooooove Sean Hannity." I think she pretty much has put him in the same
pantheon she once reserved for Mick Jagger, Paul McCartney and Bono. I begged off
because I really did not want to talk with her -- I think if I hadn't just been subjected to 3
hours of documentaries on just how heinous her beloved FNC and Dubya & Company
were, I might not have been THAT caustic but I just have no respect or patience for her
(or anyone of that ilk) anymore. Those days are over.

It was weird. I felt like just by thinking of her, I'd summoned her. Anyway, everyone
should go check out those films if they can. Especially if you're undecided or think
some of us are prone to paranoid fantasies about vast right wing conspiracies. They're
worth your time. Like I say over and over again, think for yourself and make your OWN
decisions.

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
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Dragon Precinct
by Keith R.A. DeCandido

Publisher: Pocket Star

Review by Kathryn L. Ramage

Dungeons and Dragnet…

A warrior, an elf, a dwarf, a barbarian, a priest, and two halflings stop for the night at a
seedy inn in the city of Cliff's End. Typical quest, or set-up for an elaborate Tolkien-
geek joke? Keith R.A. DeCandido's fantasy-oriented detective novel, Dragon Precinct,
tends toward the latter. First, the warrior is murdered at the inn under mysterious
circumstances. Then the elf is killed in the same way. Cliff's End Castle Guard
detectives Torin ben Wyvald and half-elven Danthres Tresyllione are called in to
investigate the case.

While DeCandido's story is set in a fantasy world that seems like a composite of every
Tolkienesque pastiche written in the past 50 years-or played out with a 12-sided die-
underneath it all is a hard-boiled crime drama. Tresyllione and ben Wyvald conduct
their investigation against a backdrop of familiar police-story cliches: a nagging
superior officer who tries to control his loose-cannon detectives, pressure from higher-
up to solve the case quickly, and the requisite visits to brothels, bars, and other
assorted, sordid dives. There is even a romantic history and some sexual tension
between the male and female detectives.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/0743467701%3Fv%3Dglance
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As a take-off of the standard crime drama, Dragon Precinct succeeds nicely. Dressed
in sword-and-sorcery trappings, the cliches of the genre are given a fresh twist. The
two detectives work to solve the mysterious murders with grim seriousness-but since
their case involves rounding up the usual elves for questioning, an encounter with a
hobgoblin, and one of the prime suspects a wizard who doesn't seem to stay dead, it's
difficult for the reader take the matter as seriously. The story is often very funny,
skirting the edge of parody without crossing over into the completely ridiculous. The
solution to the mystery is interesting, and not something I anticipated, having been
effectively distracted by two separate red herrings.

Where the novel doesn't work as well for me is in the fantasy element beyond the set-
up for jokes. My chief disappointment lies in the initial premise; the characters listed
above seems rife with possibilities that are never fully explored. Granted, one of these
characters is already dead as the story begins, but there are opportunities to do
something more with the others in the course of the investigation that are missed. For
example, we are told that after the first murder, Tresyllione and ben Wyvald interview
the rest of the travelling companions, but only one of these conversations is shown;
one or two others members of the party appear later on, but for the most part they are
never fully developed as either characters or objects of parody, and their part in the
story-and in the mystery-seems lacking because of it.

Depth of characterization is reserved for the two detectives. We are given a lot of
background detail on ben Wyvald's and Tresyllione's mutual and independent pasts.
Their previous cases are frequently alluded to, as if this particular mystery were only
the last in a series-and as if we can expect to see more of these two and their
investigations into the various murders and mayhem of Cliff's End in the future. In spite
of my disappointment with some parts of this novel, I would like to see more stories in
this same setting.
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Hot and Sweaty Rex
By Eric Garcia
Published by Villard Books, 2004

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

Our boy Vinnie is at it again! This time Vincent Rubio, the dinosaur
detective, is up to his artificial eyebrows in mob business. For those of
you who missed the first two books in this serio-comedy series by

California writer Eric Garcia (also the writer of "Matchstick Men", which was recently
made into a movie starring Nicholas Cage), the premise, in brief, is that all the
dinosaurs (who were really quite intelligent, despite their walnut-sized brains) faked
their own extinction and now live among us, disguised as humans in stretchable latex
outfits and masks, similar to the ones used on the original "Mission Impossible" TV
series. They also have their own sects and secret societies within this human-
dominated world. One of them is their own version of the Mafia.

Garcia does a great job convincing us that the dinosaurs would have evolved into a
more or less decent race, interacting with humans without fraternizing with us. He also
does a disturbingly good job of convincing us that some of our most prominent
celebrities are actually dinos in disguise. The disturbing part is that such a claim is
plausible. I mean, just look at Julia Robert’s jaw line! Doesn’t it look like a disguised
Stegosaur’s? It also explains why the majority of the Republican Party is referred to as
a bunch of old dinosaurs. But I digress; it’s because Garcia’s dino protagonist and his
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ilk are all so ”human” that makes them believable.

What I find endearing about Garcia’s dinosaur detective is the fact that he’s so--well,
human! Vincent Rubio may be a wisecracking reptile in a rubber suit, but he acts like
your average fictional P.I; he has friends as messed up as he is or worse, contacts in
the L.A. Police Department (who are also dinos in disguise), likes his women with big
tails (typical male!) and has a weakness for herb--the cooking kind, not cannabis sativa
(Dinosaurs get off on cooking herbs like basil, oregano and cayenne pepper the way
that humans do on marijuana.) He doesn’t smoke cigars, but he smells like one;
Garcia’s dinos all have their own unique body odor reminiscent of things of nature.
They also have their own sects and secret societies within this human-dominated
world. One of them is their own version of the Mafia.

Vinnie gets involved through a casual friend, a dino lounge singer who invites him to
the home of a prominent Velociraptor mobster, Frank Tallarico, ostensibly to celebrate
the thirteenth birthday of the mob boss’s son (that’s the age at which a young dino’s
claws come in, equivalent to a human boy’s bar mitzvah). But it seems Mr. Tallarico
needs a private eye to follow Nellie Hagstrom, a ranking officer of a rival Hadrosaur
mob in Miami, who’ll be visiting Los Angeles in the next few days. In return for this
service, he makes Vinnie an offer he can’t refuse; twenty thousand dollars, enough to
pay off his overdue rent and utilities, as well as some fresh herb, the finest basil ever
grown Too bad Vinnie is an herbaholic. Yep, nine months on the wagon and he hasn’t
touched a single herb. But the money alone is enough to send him on Hangstrom’s
trail. The next thing you know, our boy Vinnie is being ordered to follow Hangstrom to
Miami and stay with Mr. Tallerico’s kid brother Eddie, who’s running the family
business there, while keeping tabs on Hagstrom. When an old friend from New York,
Glenda Wetzel (a female Hadrosaur in women’s clothing), turns up unexpectedly,
Vinnie takes her along too.

Once in Miami, Vinnie is reunited with his old childhood friend, Jack Dugan, who turns
out to be the head of the Hadrosaur gang, and Jack’s kid sister, Noreen, who was
Vinnie’s high school sweetheart. (They were supposed to elope on graduation night,
but he got so stoned on fresh oregano he slept right through the rendezvous.) Now
Noreen’s engaged to her brother’s right hand man, who happens to be Nelly
Hagstrom, the mobster that Vinnie is following; he isn’t too fond of Vinnie and isn’t shy
about letting him know it. Vinnie is forced to play both sides against the middle as he
tries to convince Eddie Tallerico that he’s on his side, while helping his old friend Jack
find out who’s the Raptor mole that’s been planted in his organization who keeps telling
Eddie where Jack will be so they can rub him out.

When Jack is finally rubbed out after the third attempt, Vinnie becomes a dino with a
mission; find out who killed his friend, who’s gunning for Noreen, now in charge of the
Hadro mob, and try not to succumb to the ever-present temptation to fall off the wagon
and sample the Hadro mob’s new hooch, an herb-based liquor called Infusion. (Basil
gin, cilantro vodka, cinnamon stick rum--makes all those fruit-flavored human liquors
look like soda pop!) But even after dispatching the murderer of his friend, Vinnie’s
victory is a bittersweet one. In the end, he will lose another old friend, as well as the
woman he once loved (and still does, deep down inside), while earning the respect of
both Raptor and Hadro mobs alike. The ending is particularly chilling, when Vinnie’s
back in L.A. and uses one of the Raptor mob’s methods of assassination to even the
score with Frank Tallerico for Jack‘s murder. It leaves you wondering if Vinnie will be
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around for a sequel.
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The Immortals
By James Gunn

Publisher: Pocket Books
First Trade Paperback Edition September 2004
ISBN: 0671534866

Review by John D. Groper

I love short stories. The best of them astound the reader with the author's ability to
draw one in, tell a tale, bring light to characters and events, and quickly withdraw - all in
the space of a few short pages -leaving the reader with a new understanding, but also
with a strong desire to return to that which had only just become familiar, but is now
gone. One wishes this was one of those books in which each additional tale brought
greater clarity to the subject, and appreciation of the talents of the author. It is not.

This book is a collection of five stories: four written in a seven-year period beginning in
1955; one new from April of 2004. The author recounts the history of the writing in a
preface that shows, ironically, that some stories seem to have a life of their own.
Ironically, because the subject matter here is immortality. All have appeared in various
Science Fiction magazines, and ABC made a Movie of the Week in 1969, based on
ideas from the early stories.

The author, according to his preface, was asked by his publisher to write a new story
which is the third of five stories in this collection. In their attempts to sell the book again
for yet another movie, they have landed upon a character, the doctor, to enhance and
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fill in gaps left by the four earlier stories. Additionally, the author has returned to the
original texts and "updated" them. He mentions HIV in passing - an obvious change to
text written more than fifty years ago. Unfortunately for the reader, these "updates"
bring no additional light to the subject.

The conceit behind these stories is twofold: first the immortal human; the second the
failure of the healthcare system, leading to the decline of civilization. The first is an old
idea - the mutant human (a term highly overused lately, but never in these stories,
thankfully). In this case a man carries within his DNA a modified gene that keeps his
circulation system from aging. The bearer of this gene is immortal, and cannot die,
save from some catastrophic event. Further, his blood, taken as a transfusion, brings
health and even recovery from near-death to the recipient.

The second, and more interesting idea, is that of the failure of the healthcare system. It
is a tale "ripped from the headlines." In these stories, those who can afford healthcare
get it, and those who cannot, do not. There is no in-between. In a future where The
Hospitals grow to expand to fill hundreds of city blocks to serve the wealthy, all else in
the city is a slum. In a city where there is no day when The Hospitals are not
constructing "at least two more wings" to provide care to the wealthy from the suburbs
and exurbs, penicillin is the drug of "the street."

The first story tells of a homeless man who, unaware of his unique nature, sells a pint
of his blood. Unfortunately for the poor man, seen only in the early pages of the book,
the blood is administered to an extremely wealthy, elderly man on the edge of death.
This man recovers spectacularly and realizes he has found the "elixir of life," but also
discovers that its effects are only temporary. He joins with others like him to search for
the unknown donor, so they may continue to scavenge his blood, vampire-like, to
extend their own lives. The donor is first found and warned by the doctor, and the
chase is on.

The search continues to find the man with the special blood. This search is carried out
by a secret organization funded by the extremely wealthy, and by money from others
have already dead, their dreams of immortality unfulfilled. The organization also seeks
descendants of the original donor who also carry the gene of immortality. Some few
are found; some of their blood is used to try to discover the secrets in their DNA, but
most is used to lengthen the lives of those whose only "right" to it is their ability to pay.

Most of the remainder of the stories revolve around The Hospital, the doctor's search
for immortality in the genes of the original donor, and how medical technology - in its
quest to extend and improve life - increasingly creates treatment options whose high
costs make those very options less available to those who need them most. Tell me.
How many versions have you read of the decline of civilization? There's The Bomb,
The Disease and Alien Invasion. There is the takeover of the government by The
Corporations or The Military or by Self-aware Computers, both friendly and unfriendly. I
cannot remember in my reading of science fiction a previous instance the medical
system been the catalyst for the decline. (There probably are several, and I'm sure I'll
be told about them!) Here the author's work is a reflection of stories we hear daily.
Those are the stories of people throughout the world who cannot afford one of the
basic necessities of twenty-first century life: quality medical care.

There is much to be said and written on the subjects of DNA research, healthcare
options, the search for longer, healthier lives, and the cost impacts they will have on all
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of us: rich, poor and in-between. In this election period, we hear about it every day.
And there is a significant role for fiction to play in that discussion too. "What if"
scenarios, especially when they involve science, are frequently better played out on
the fictional landscape where people, even as this reviewer, can take their pot-shots,
say how things could have been done better, and move on - hopefully to something
that really is better. Like the military and their war games, this is one scenario. Let us
hope for a better future than this book shows us. Almost any one would be. I, for one
hope, as the man said (says? will say? All of the above): "Live long and prosper."

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


Archived Entry - 09/10/2004: "Book Review: The Immortals"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000183.htm[4/27/2019 3:34:14 PM]

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 09/06/2004: "Between The Cracks -All Miracles Have a Price"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000182.htm[4/27/2019 3:34:18 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Star Trek Book 1 - A Time to Be Born"] [Main Index] [Next entry:
"Book Review: The Immortals"]

09/06/2004 Archived Entry: "Between The Cracks -All Miracles
Have a Price"

Between The Cracks - All Miracles Have a Price
By: Harris O'Malley

Published by: Studio Underhill
Visit: http://www.studiounderhill.com

Review by Kathy LaFollett

According to the back cover:

"A dead woman awakes to the sound of gunfire.
A chance meeting of eyes across a crowded club lead to a whirlwind of secrets and
lies. A cursed musician seeks to escape his immortal lover, while a writer's addictions
force him to face creatures from myth. And a young woman's search for love exacts a
horrible cost.

Welcome to Abbott."

What I found was closer to:

The Bride of Frankenstein becomes a prostitute.

Some guy with no personality and his smartass sidekick buddy hit the bars because
Mr. No Personality remembers seeing this chickk at a bar last week that he wants to
meet real bad, which he does within two pages and the chickk can’t speak and ends up
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murdering Mr. No Personality and his old girlfriend after she finds them in bed because
for some reason Mr. No Personality didn’t much like Ms Can’t Speak as much he
thought back at that last bar and decided to bed his boss instead.

A musician with a bad haircut sold his soul back in the 1400s to an immortal female
who became bored with his sex and started getting really kinky so he decides to get a
random mortal chick pregnant in hopes of breaking the bond with Ms Immortal Sadist
but it doesn’t quite work out so Mr. Immortal with a Bad Haircut has to tell his mortal
girlfriend that he knows she’s pregnant and that he nailed her to get away from Ms.
Immortal Sadist and now to save her own skin she’ll have to join him in a plan to end
the bondage. Alas, it doesn’t quite work out. Ms Immortal Sadist blows his soul back
down his throat and he disintegrates, mortal girlfriend has a miscarriage on the
sidewalk (I think. The artwork suggests it.) and she’s left crying on the pavement over
some selfish pig.

Some horror author who is an addict goes to his dealer only to run into a couple of
vampires hiring a male prostitute to eat which ends up making Lestat mad enough that
he calls all the local vampires out and puts a hit on Mr. Addict’s head. All the while Mr.
Addict is writing his fear and loathing of vampires out on his laptop while rolling on his
juice in high paranoia. Ultimately we watch as the convergence of vampire hit men and
Mr. Addict’s final chapter in writing and suicide play out. His suicide leaves Lestat a bit
unfulfilled as he had "wanted to see the expression on his face when he ripped his
head off."

Finally we come full circle with a version of The Little Mermaid that ties back into the
Ms Can’t Speak back at the bar with Mr. No Personality. Ms Can’t Speak is/was a
mermaid.

Welcome to borrowed storylines regurgitated.

I’ll give credit where credit is due. The tieback storyline was solidly played out. As I
was reading I became quite bored and felt like the writing, storyline, and direction of
the whole book was unmoored and lost at sea. But the closing story tied a MUCH
needed knot.

Unfortunately, the tieback isn’t good enough, or the storyline strong enough to make up
for the rest of the book. Generally, the characters are weak and lifeless; no time is
given to their growth. The stories are, at best, borrowed.

There are moments I can glimpse the purpose behind this effort. We live in and
amongst a parallel universe of inhabitants. Some of us come too close and lose. I can
say that theme is a strong reason to create a graphic novel. I like it. I can also say
Between the Cracks doesn’t come close to carrying out the idea. It is shallow writing.

The graphics too are shallow, and at times cheap. They support the simplistic
weightless writing, but do not express much more than the direction of the weak
dialogue. Between the Cracks also proves out the theory that a simple render with
Poser Version 4 3D software does not make a realistic human form. There are frames
created with line art, photos, and negative montage that only serve to further convolute
an already watered down graphical consistency. When you add in the rendered bald
Posette on the back cover, plus the inside backcover 3D art, plus the self portrait done
in Poser, it just doesn't add up to a whole.
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There are a number of Black and White line art frames that show excellence in
expression and illustration. The author’s ability to utilize negative/positive space in line
art is impressive. Why did he only throw that startling ability in a few times, I do not
know.

I’m left wondering why the author didn’t follow the paths of his strengths. The moment
we experience The Bride reliving memories from her different "donor" women via body
parts attached was intriguing to say the least. And yet, once the idea of The Bride
having to live with these multitudes of memories is presented it is never explored
again. Quite a lose for me as a reader.

The Little Mermaid story could have been left out completely. Disney did a better job
explaining the Sea Witch meets a naïve mermaid. I found the two males presented in
the duel story line tedious and simplistic.

Vampires make great stories. I’m all for a heavy dose of the sensual borderline sadistic
nature of the beast. Yet the author foregoes the time tested literary angles of vampires
and leaves us reading stereotypical Hollywood conversational lines. Why?

The Sadistic Immortal being and her soulless slave in and of itself had no depth to
support the heavy supposition. We are asked to swallow a lot of facts with no water of
supporting background; stale and chalky.

There are a myriad of examples that show the author is trying to go somewhere with
this graphic novel; small tentative attempts at something grand which leaves the reader
with more false starts than true ends.
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A Time to Be Born 
Star Trek - Book 1

By: John Vornholt
Published by: Pocket Books (a Division of Simon and Schuster, Inc.)
Visit http://www.simonsays.com/st
Available as a downloadable eBook!

Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

Book 1: an introduction to advanced physics and the turning point of Picard's career as
he once knew it.

The Dominion War leaves a scar in space known as the Rashanar Sector. For all
intents and purposes the site is a testament to the worst of the battles. It is a swirling
mass of broken ships containing the crew members left behind after the battle. The
graveyard is made up of anti-gravity, gravity, matter, antimatter, broken ships waiting to
be pillaged, human and alien remains and somewhere in the midst of the macabre
junkyard and cemetery floats a Nemesis of severe and unexplainable powers. To add
to the physics of chaos the large number of varied warp drives through out the region
has severely distorted the space-time continuum leaving behind lethal energy fluxes
and extreme gravitational anomalies.

The Juno, another Starship of the Federation has been set to task. She and her crew
are to guard the Federation ships left behind and at the same time board and remove

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0743467655/qid%3D1094228241/sr%3Dka-1/gingermayerso-20
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0743467655/qid%3D1094228241/sr%3Dka-1/gingermayerso-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0743467655/qid%3D1094228241/sr%3Dka-1/gingermayerso-20
http://www.simonsays.com/content/content.cfm?sid=358&pid=482081


Archived Entry - 09/03/2004: "Star Trek Book 1 - A Time to Be Born"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000181.htm[4/27/2019 3:34:21 PM]

the remains of all crews lost to the battles. To the Federation and some races, the
battleground is hallowed space, but to others including the Androssi, it is a salvage site
and scavenger’s dream.

Picard and the Enterprise are sent to assist the Juno in their goals.

The book itself is an excellent introduction to the multiple storylines to be written
through the series. The introduction and background writing to the crew members and
their personal lives is well written and intriguing.

The plot of the Rashanar Sector forebodes the political, environment, emotional and
human entanglements and long term effects of a bad assignment gone ugly.

Vornholt has created an opening scene with superb skill. The reader will be left wanting
the Book 2 at their fingertips.
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A Time to Hate
Star Trek - Book 6

By: Robert Greenberger
Published by: Pocket Books (a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.)
Visit: http://www.simonsays.com/st
*available as a downloadable eBook!

Review by Kathy LaFollett

Book 6’s opening salvo is the tale of Will Riker as a young boy about to embark on a
fishing trip with his father Kyle. The short tale reveals disdain and frustration on the part
of “Willy” toward his father. His father likewise can only offer shallow cold and
controlling parental input, relying on assumed knowledge by the mere act of taking his
son fishing. The reader can almost hear Kyle’s thoughts as simply, “I’m taking you
fishing, son, doesn’t that prove I care?” Their relationship is defined as uncomfortable
at best.

Fade scene and open to current timeline to find Christine Vale attempting to organize
some sort of security plan to answer for the escalating violence and chaos taking over
the planet of Delta Sigma IV. She will find her attempts at times futile with lose of life
and many injuries sustained by both security and volunteer staff beamed down to Delta
Sigma IV.

Picard throughout the book is left to little end except to stay near the Council meeting
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halls, which have been separated between Dorset and Badar.

Meanwhile, Will and Kyle Riker continue their chase of the missing El Bison El, who
committed the planet’s first murder. All the while Kyle exerts control and parental
handling of Will which gives further insight that the more things change the more they
stay the same.

Finally all eyes and hope rest on the shoulders of Dr. Crusher who with determination,
no sleep, and inconsistent replicated soup chases after the chemical and medical
answer to the problem first realized by Kyle Riker and the Federation.

But, we find, it isn’t a mistake, this violent vs. peaceful state of being. We find that the
Federation has, through Kyle Riker located a new weapon that would be handily used if
another war such as the Dominion War should occur; a drug that leaves the enemy
flaccid, peaceful and lost to the idea of fighting.

Ultimately the story reads long and fast with murders, arson, rioting, assaults, phaser-
fire,
hatred, racism, and malcontent between the Badar and Dorset races. It is at times a
pulsating read wherein, you just beg in your heart for the Enterprise to zap the planet
and move on. But of course, this is not the Federation Way, and Picard as always
chooses the high road in humanism. And so the only objective that remains for all is to
“maintain” a semblance of peace while all wait for Beverly Crusher to offer up the
solution.

There is also an additional problem being handled by LaForge. The Dominion War has
depleted supplies throughout the Federation and as parts fail and need replacing the
Enterprise is faced with finding a means to locate and obtain these items. Human
ingenuity runs rampant throughout the book as crew members face and solve a myriad
of challenges onboard and on Delta Sigma IV.

LaForge obtains the assistance of a Ferengi named Dex who travels between
Starships much like a DHL delivery guy delivering and swapping necessary items of
need. By book’s end LaForge becomes Quartermaster of the Quadrant with the help of
Dex as driver. It’s a refreshing point of view, to see the Federation and its lead Starship
face real life issues. Normally one is under the assumption that The Federation has
endless money, supplies, people and perfect policies. Through the series we are given
the view that these assumptions are not true, and that even The Federation has
problems with simple matters of replacement parts. This multilevel storyline added a
great touch of reality.

The ending is a great culmination of believable storylines. I enjoyed the book
thoroughly.
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Things That Never Were: Fantasies, Lunacies, and Entertaining Lies
by Matthew Rossi

Publisher: Monkeybrain, Inc., 2003

Review by Chad Denton

What if the Boy Scouts are part of an occult conspiracy on par with the Illuminati? Was
Roger Bacon engaged in a secret war against Kublai Khan in the thirteen century? And
what if there is something behind the seemingly crackpot theories that a sentient
reptilian race created humanity as part of their genetic experiments? In Things That
Never were: Fantasies, Lunacies, and Entertaining Lies these and other important
questions are asked by author Matthew Rossi, who draws upon not only his own
eclectic imagination, but a wealth of sub-culture literature, historical obscurities, real-
life oddities, and cultural abberations, in a collection of essays ranging in topics from
the secret bloodline of Jesus Christ, nanotech, the Hellfire Club, and Lovecraftian
prehistoric societies.

As the reader might have already guessed, it is difficult for any reviewer, especially
myself, to really pin down a classification for Rossi's essays. Some are musings on real
events or philosophical topics, such as chaos theory, strange artifacts, and still
unexplained historical events (for instance, did you know that in 1944 residents of a
town in Illinois reported being attacked with gas by a mysterious transvestite?); some
are tellings of alternate histories or even alternate universes, such as a story that paints
a picture of what would happen if 'Flash' Gordon failed to stop Mongo from initiating
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their dreaded invasion of Earth (hint: it involves both Orson Welles and Doc Savage
fighting the good fight); and some are outlandish but strangely plausible explorations of
our world, universe, and history. I suppose the best classification for Rossi's work
would be 'speculative non-fiction,' but that seems too tame a phrase. At any rate,
Rossi's work isn't only speculation, but an introduction of sorts into the study of the
fantastic, of the art of trying to translate miracles out of an increasingly mundane world.

Rossi's narration, our tour guide to this underworld of the strange, mostly remains
conversational and even intimate through out, although it stays scholarly. Sometimes
the reader is flooded with the many and varied references Rossi pulls out, but Rossi's
enthusiasm for all his subjects is infectious and it's simple enough to meet him at his
conclusions.

In his introduction to Things That Never Were, Paul Di Filippo states that Rossi "may
have invented an entire new art form." Indeed, to go back to my earlier question,
Rossi's book may be an attempt to find the limbo between fiction and non-fiction and,
in so doing, give us reason to hope that our world might not be as dull as currently
advertised.

Things That Never Were can be ordered and sampled through
www.monkeybrainbooks.com

Read a sample essay: Fields of Force from Things That Never Were.

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

http://www.monkeybrainbooks.com/Things_That_Never_Were.html
http://www.monkeybrainbooks.com/Things_That_Never_Were.html
http://www.monkeybrainbooks.com/
http://www.monkeybrainbooks.com/Fields_of_Force.html
http://www.monkeybrainbooks.com/Things_That_Never_Were.html
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 09/02/2004: "Book Review: "Things That Never Were""

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000179.htm[4/27/2019 3:34:28 PM]

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 09/01/2004: "Star Trek - Book 4 - A Time To Harvest"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000178.htm[4/27/2019 3:34:31 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Review: Captain's Blood"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Book Review:
"Things That Never Were""]

09/01/2004 Archived Entry: "Star Trek - Book 4 - A Time To
Harvest"

A Time to Harvest
Star Trek - Book 4 

By: Dayton Ward & Kevin Dilmore
Published by: Pocket Books (a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.)
Visit: http://www.simonsays.com/st
*available as a downloadable eBook!

Review by Kathy La Follett

They say patience is a virtue. Obviously I lack that virtue, but I did receive a gift of
great storytelling in “Harvest”. Book 4 opens revisiting the closing Book 3 details as we
marched toward the words “To Be Continued”.

We find the crew dispersed via shuttles throughout the Dokaalan colony
troubleshooting violence, destruction and questionable allies. All the while infiltrators
have positioned themselves on the Enterprise to hack, crack, and introduce computer
viruses to control the Starship’s ability to solve the problems and locate the enemy to
the Dokaalan race and their goals.

In an attempt to help the Dokaalan during the assumed internal insurrection Data
creates and offers a way to modify software and chemical introduction that will
speedup the terraforming efforts. Jean Luc is incorrectly assuming a quicker means to
an end will solve the infighting and possible mutiny.
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Unfortunately he has apposed problems. First, the Dokaalan sporting the pride of
Maximus and the stubborn mandates of old laws fight every attempt by The Enterprise
to assist and speedup their terraforming. Secondly, an unknown force within seems to
be feeding off their assistance and increases violence against that very help. It’s all
quite frustrating for the Federation Mandate but becomes clear once the enemy and its
modus operandi are revealed.

The Satarrans, a replicating race utilizing an advanced exoskeleton, have “replaced”
Dokaalan leaders as well as Enterprise Crew members. It seems they require the
about-to-be terraformed planet as their own due to the outcome of the Dominion Wars
affect on their home planet. It also seems one of the leaders of the Satarran has a
bone to pick with Picard. Rather than accepting assistance postwar from The
Federation to relocate, they have infiltrated the Dokaalan government, modified
terraforming software and have over the last 100 years or so, been creating an
environment suitable to their needs rather than the Dokaalan. Violence and
insurrection were but a ruse to hide their work and goals.

Replicating aliens, software viruses, and stubborn alien races; just another day in Jean
Luc’s Command.

Thank the stars for Data. I often wonder while reading these books, and even watching
The Next Generation episodes how the other Starships possibly survive without their
own Data. Data is the equivalent of IBM’s “Big Blue” in a human form. The Satarran
realize he must be eliminated to continue their efforts without being discovered by the
Enterprise Crew. Infiltrators enter and pose as Enterprise Crew members. Their
undoing though, is the necessity to kill those they wish to replicate. Enterprise Crew
Members do not go softly into that goodnight. Discovered bodies coupled with the
Empath, Deanna Troi’s ability to sense emotional feedback uncover the Satarran on
board while Data jumps online, with a USB port no doubt, and runs audits on all the
mainframe computers locating, isolating, and removing the planted viruses.

The saving grace to the storyline is the writing. The action is fast and furious and quite
well written. I found myself turning pages quickly and expectantly. It was great
entertainment. I felt I got my time investment back from Book 3. The ending was
believable, and sat well within the lines of satisfying. I won’t reveal any of that simply
because there are a few twists and turns so well written that you will be surprised.

I only wish my LAN system was so easily maintained and repaired.
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Captain's Blood
335 Pages, $23.95 (hardcover)
Published by Star Trek Books
ISBN: 067102129X

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

The things I do for you people. Are you familiar with the word "slog"?
Here’s a definition: “To make one’s way with a slow heavy pace
against resistance; to work diligently for long hours; a long exhausting

march or hike.” Me. Shatner. Slog.

It's not even that the book is badly written, because it's not; it's not even the laundry list
of characters who populate every scene (Kirk, Spock, McCoy, Scotty, Picard, Riker,
Troi, Crusher, LaForge, Worf, Janeway, EMH – and those are just the canon
characters). No, it's the plottiness of the plot that I cannot fathom. Something to do with
Remans, who are like the hillbilly cousins of the Romulans or something; I didn't see
the last theatrical movie, so I don't really get this. They want to kidnap Kirk's weird-ass
son and make him King of the Romulan Hillbillies. Then there's stuff about a civil war,
and this alien shapeshifter shows up and turns things into dust. Oh, and this is the
second book of a trilogy (Captain's Peril was the first), so you don't get to find out
what happens at the end.

Spock "dies" four times in this book. Once he gets blowed up good, real good, then
strangled, then suffocated, then dissolved. As someone once said about Kirk, he don't
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never die and stay dead. I'm guessing he's going to turn up in Book Three, because
even Shatner doesn't get permission from Paramount to kill primary characters – not
while there's some long green to be made from them.

As in the previous book, there are some particularly nice Kirk moments, which I
attribute to Shatner; his voice is pretty clear as Kirk, and it's a refreshing change from
the TNG characters, who all talk the same. McCoy is well-written too, and I wonder if
Shatner is responsible for that, as well. One wonders exactly how much input he has
into these books. As he himself has said, "Sometimes I go over to Gar and Judy's
house and watch them type."

I'm also annoyed at the ShapeShifter Lady, who has some magic power that makes
men see her as the woman they desire most, and then they forget everything and trail
around after her with their tongues hanging out. This Super Sex power affects Vulcans
and Romulans, too. What's up with that? And isn't it convenient that there are no
women or gay men facing off against her? Interestingly, when she finally does use her
mind tricks on a woman, a Vulcan, she appears as the Vulcan's mother. You may draw
your own conclusions about that. I don't want to think about it.
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I saw "Hero" today, I recommend you go see it on the biggest screen you can find while
it's still in theatrical release.

So, I wasn't going to write about "Hero", but
then I accidentally read a review I disagreed
with:

"Already criticised in some quarters for its
theme of unification, implying that mainland
China's policy of owning Taiwan and Tibet
should be sanctioned, any political message
is buried by the film's style-heavy

sequences."

I didn't think it was about that. I thought it was about the individual sacrificing for the
greater good. The theme of 'Our land' was about ending the endless wars, and the
only way one very wise character (okay, three very wise characters) realized to do that
was to have the King of Qin be king of all China because he (it seemed) was strong
and wise, and therefore, the best bet, no matter what his armies had done. And, c'mon,
it was 300 B.C. - endless war, stagnation, the Mongols killing everything in sight -
something had to be done. I really didn't think the film propped up modern China's
relationships with Taiwan and Tibet. I can't comment on Taiwan because I despise the
history of the Kuomintang, Chiang Kai-Sheck and the Soong family and this causes me
to have mixed emotions about the country they took over when they were finally
chased out of China. On the other hand, Tibet was and is naked aggression and
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madness and had been hotly condemned by the world, something that could never
happen 200 years ago let alone 2,000 years ago. Is "Hero" an allegory of modern
times? Nah. Except that it says a lot about seeing, or trying to see the big picture and
living for a life greater than the one you know now, and making the sacrifices
necessary for a peaceful future. There's more to life than revenge, and a true hero and
leader realizes that, however painful, possibly fatal, it might be.

"Rather difficult to judge for its own merits in the wake of Ang Lee's Oscar-nominated
film, "Hero" inevitably feels like a Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon wannabe, despite its
astounding cast, splendid design and stunning fight work."
Film Reviews

Y'know, it reminded me more of Kurosawa's masterpiece "Ran", than that rather stupid
"ain't we artsy?" movie Crouching whatever. Part of my problem with Crouching
whatever was that the story wasn't big enough for the production and, also, I admit, I
loathed "The Ice Storm."

Last week I saw "Zatoichi" and loved it. However, I do find it a little odd that here we
have two sword-centric films and the up-close-and-personal folk tale is an arterial
spray-fest, and the epic was very very restrained on the hemoglobin. Interesting (well,
to me).

GO SEE THEM BOTH WHILE THEY'RE STILL IN THEATERS!

Oh, and, why do people bring their pre-literate spawn to an intense foreign film like
this? Why? Anyone know? It really can't just be to annoy moi, can it?

Edit: Nice overview of what's going on in Asian films today:

The neophyte's guide to East Asian film
By Joe Williams
Post-Dispatch Film Critic
08/29/2004

Hm, wonder if I can find a reason to be in St. Louis this November.
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Same Difference and Other Stories
By: Derek Kirk Kim
Published by: Top Shelf Productions
A Low Bright Collection
Visit: Top Shelf Productions

An endearing book that tugs at memories we all carry from those
confused and demanding years in our twenties. I often found
myself softly laughing and sighing at each turn, thinking the
author had gone to my high school and later followed me into my
mass confusion. There is a twist though; his experience is
seasoned by being a Korean American. And there are times the

reader will envy that flavor.

The opening story is the story of regret and missed opportunity due to pride and
conformity. It reads like a storyboard from a movie rather than a comic. One gains
insight and understanding through sub notes as well as rambling humor running
through seemingly meaningless conversations. But, as the reader travels this road with
the author it becomes clear every word penned and expression drawn carries a
pronounced importance to clarity and empathy. I laughed, I cried, and couldn’t stop
reading.

It is hard to say if this is fiction or the author copying from his personal journal with
cartoonish humor. There are times the reader will wonder if they’ve stumbled on past
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doodles done during math class in an effort not to fall asleep. Personal, frivolous,
pointed, and opinionated, Same Difference clearly allows the reader a view into the
mind of the author.

This is an easy read that offers an evening or so of sweet entertainment and holds up
upon re-reading.

The art itself is laden with real camera framing technique and there are more than a
few times I found myself pondering a frame thinking how incredibly well done and
expressive it is. These multidimensional spots allow a visual resting place to catch your
breath and take in all that is being said through text and graphic.

The pace of the book is a slow dance. One doesn’t feel compelled to hurry up and read
to get to the conclusion, but to rest in the moment of expression and revel in its
simplicity. It’s all quite Zen really. Conversely there are moments of pure American
Jadedness that reminds the reader where all this is taking place and how easily
assimilated an outsider can become.

A charming publication that lives up to the author’s talent it is bound in such a manner
that suggests a transient state from child to adulthood.

It is neither a chick’s book nor guy’s book. It is a human’s book.

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 08/28/2004: "Same Difference and Other Stories"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000175.htm[4/27/2019 3:34:42 PM]

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 08/27/2004: "Comic review: "Fade From Grace""

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000174.htm[4/27/2019 3:34:45 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Graphic Novel Review: Carnet de Voyage"] [Main Index] [Next entry:
"Same Difference and Other Stories"]

08/27/2004 Archived Entry: "Comic review: "Fade From
Grace""

Fade from Grace #1
By Gabriel Benson, Jeff Amano

Beckett Comics

Review by Jane Seaton

Issue one plods through the standard superhero set up, looking fresh only because
we're seeing the story through the eyes of girlfriend, Grace. She's clearly done her
research. Even though she precipitates John's metamorphosis into an invisible
strongman by getting herself trapped in a burning apartment, she knows that doesn't
give her the right to insist he returns to normality, domesticity and traditional romance.
Ever practical (yet feminine), she gets him checked over by a friendly medic and
resolves to stick by him. Neither one of this all-American pair of lovers seems entirely
clear what this will involve, but clearly, it threatens to be more radical than rescuing the
occasional damsel from a dark alley full of muggers.

I'm hoping that in #2, they'll move to a pleasant middle class suburb, where dark alleys
are unknown and apartment blocks are fitted with sprinklers, and discover that John's
superpowers will never be needed again.
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Carnet de Voyage
by Craig Thompson
Top Shelf Productions
ISBN 1-891830-60-0

Review by Jane Seaton

I was in Marrakech two months earlier than Craig Thompson, and
I swear, I can see my lingering footprints in his sketches of the
alleyways in the soukh. I'm not going to bother with vacations in
future. I'll simply commission this genius to visit places on my
behalf and send me his notebooks.

Sure, this book is a personal record, not a glossy travelogue. Thompson goes far
beyond 'objective reporting', and has drawn and written a fascinating piece of
autobiography with an acute sense of time and place. But when he accuses himself of
whining, and embeds simulated third party commentary in the mutterings of gargoyles
and the squawks of basketfuls of chickens, he just increases my delight in our common
experience of French family life, fresh orange juice, stinking tanneries and skinny cats.

Thompson describes the book as a self-indulgent side-project. I disagree. Carnet de
Voyage is almost perfect.

Search entries:

http://www.marsimport.com/display_comic.php?ID=7476&affiliateID=20
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.marsimport.com/display_comic.php?ID=7476&affiliateID=20
http://www.topshelfcomix.com/
http://www.topshelfcomix.com/catalog.php?type=12&title=404
http://www.topshelfcomix.com/catalog.php?type=12&title=404


Archived Entry - 08/26/2004: "Graphic Novel Review: Carnet de Voyage"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000173.htm[4/27/2019 3:34:49 PM]

 

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


Archived Entry - 08/26/2004: "Graphic Novel Review: Carnet de Voyage"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000173.htm[4/27/2019 3:34:49 PM]

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 08/20/2004: "Book Review: Confessions of a Master Jewel Thief"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000172.htm[4/27/2019 3:34:52 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "WANTED - Death Row Edition #1"] [Main Index] [Next entry:
"Graphic Novel Review: Carnet de Voyage"]

08/20/2004 Archived Entry: "Book Review: Confessions of a
Master Jewel Thief"

Confessions of a Master Jewel Thief
by Bill Mason with Lee Gruenfeld
Villard Books
365 pages

Review by Tom Good

"To Catch A Thief" made jewel thieves cool. "The Pink Panther" made
them funny. Bill Mason makes them real. So how does a real life "cat

burglar" operate?

"I examined the lock with a practiced eye, suavely whipped out my butter calfskin
wallet and carefully selected a pick from a row of variously sized tools. Once I'd done
that, it was simply a matter of inserting the gleaming pick into the lock and jiggling it a
few times as I looked away and let my sensitive fingers do their thing. Three or four
seconds later I was rewarded with a loud and satisfying click as the lock succumbed to
my extraordinary expertise.

"Just kidding. In real life, picking a lock is a bitch. Even when it works, which isn't all
that often, it takes a long time to get each of the pins lined up just so, one at a time
without disturbing the ones you've already worked.

"[. . .] there are faster and surer ways to defeat the lock."
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Confessions of a Master Jewel Thief tells the story of one of the most successful jewel
thieves in American history, a man who stole not because he needed the money, but
as something like a very unorthodox hobby. This allowed him more flexibility, which in
turn reduced his chances of getting caught. He could afford to wait years after a
robbery to fence the proceeds, or back out of a job if it looked too risky.

Like a magician explaining his tricks, Mason reveals his methods, which are often
startling in their simplicity. Mason never cartwheeled over laser beams while wearing
night vision goggles, but he did come across a lot of unlocked doors, unarmed alarms,
and poorly thought out security measures. He was a strong climber who felt at home
scaling walls, and an even better planner who found creative solutions to difficult
problems. His research before a job could last months while he learned people's habits
and planned for every possible outcome. The stories behind these thefts make for
highly entertaining reading, so I will not spoil any of the surprises here.

The generally brisk narrative starts to drag a bit when Mason goes into detail about his
personal life. But then again, whose domestic life is as exciting as a daring theft from a
Mafia-owned safe? Mason's genius for committing unsolved thefts did not extend to
staying out of trouble in general, though. Once the police started paying close attention
to him, he could not resist taunting them, a habit which ultimately led to disaster. And
Mason's eventual downfall helps keep the reader from becoming unhealthily attracted
to his hobby.

Confessions of a Master Jewel Thief is exciting, funny, and offers a glimpse into an
unfamiliar world. It has all the ingredients of ideal summer reading.
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WANTED-Death Row Edition #1
Mark Millar and J.G. Jones and Paul Mounts

Presented by:MillarWorld
Produced by:Top Cow Productions, Inc.
Visit the fine folks at Image Comics

Reveiw by Kathy LaFollett

Let’s get one thing straight, Top Cow RULES. I’m at the point now where I don’t look at
covers or names or titles first, I look for that familiar udder-in-space logo, and I know
it’s a home run. I KNOW I will love that publication.

And so we are greeted by a cover of simple hardcore comic art, and we turn the page
to find our outline of things to come; and I quote:

“WANTED: Wesley Gibson leads the life of a quiet desperation. His dead-end job
numbs him, his girlfriend cheats on him, and his hypochondrium convinces him he has
every disease from cancer to the common cold. His world is the depth of dismay.”

Let’s stop here and visit the writing and art that express this depth of despair within the
first 10 pages. In-your-face-no-bullshit-big-dog-top-cow-rollercoaster-make-you-
nauseous comic production that screams in your face, “Bring it!”

Top Cow RULES.

http://www.topcow.com/
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.topcow.com/
http://www.millarworld.biz/
http://www.topcow.com/
http://ww.imagecomics.com/
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“But there is another world; one buried just inches below what Wesley thinks is his life.
What happens when the scales fall from your eyes and the real clockwork of the world
is laid bare? What happens when you’re Wesley Gibson, one minute the most
downtrodden wretch the world has ever seen and the next…you’re Wanted?”

Read that passage again. The remaining pages of Issue 1 of Wanted takes those
words and lays them out in such a visual presentation that you will NOT put this comic
down until you’ve finished it. And when you have finished it, you’ll reread the whole
issue because you don’t have Issue 2 to satisfy the gapping comic lust left behind in
Issue 1.

Top Cow RULES. “Wanted” is now on my mandatory reading list and I vow I will own
the whole series intact. “Wanted” steps up to bat and hits a home run without breaking
a bloody sweat.
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Bikini Automatic #4
By Ken Wright. However, a very nice lady who looked a lot like
Bikini Automatic, now that I'm thinking about it (hmmmm), gave
me a review copy of #4 and we here at J LHLS World
Headquarters are very very much obliged. I'm hooked; they
ought to do a subscription thingy.

A review (if you will) by Ginger Mayerson

Okay, I don't have a TV, but sometimes I end up in the vicinity of
one and last night it was at Toyota of Glendale whose service
shop is open 7AM to Midnight. Not to worry, it was just an oil
change, but being able to get an oil change late at night is more

fun than during the day, honest. Anyway, they had a TV in the waiting area and, lo and
behold, the Olympics are on: Olympic Women's Beach Volleyball. USA vs the Czech
Republic, which, though landlocked, put up a helluva fight. I also thought those willowy
Czech volleyball sirens wore their bikinis better than our girls; our girls were on the
brawny side, if you ask me. And although Greece has plenty of coastline, this match
was, yes, on sand but in a sports arena, causing me to wonder if it's not at the beach,
why must they wear bikinis? Why? Why not tops and shorts or sweats or leotards or
something more comfortable-looking? Answers are welcome in the comments below.

Why do I mention all this? Well, it reminded me that I have a copy of Bikini Automatic
#4 to review! Yay! Bikini Automatic is adorable and if you can get a copy of this comic,

http://www.kenwrightonline.com/comics.htm
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http://www.kenwrightonline.com/comics.htm
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do so! You will smile and your friends will marvel at your complete and utter good taste
and all around cool in the indy comic realm.

In this fearless episode, Bikini thinks she has the Banana Bob situation under control
and goes on a pro surfing tour. But the minute she turns her bikini-clad back, he
makes a daring (okay, whatever) jail break and runs amok naked. Well, of course this
wrecks Bikini's vacation and the rest of the comic hinges on this so I won't ruin it for you
by giving anything else away except to say nobody plays volleyball.

And while I'm at it, here's a link to something to listen to while you're reading "Bikini
Automatic" - a sample of "Bikini Girls With Machine Guns" or get the whole thing on the
free trial at Emusic.com. (I'm very tempted by this. Somehow a Cramps cover of
"Jailhouse Rock" seems like something not to be missed in this life.)
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Silly Daddy
Publisher: Reed Press

Review by William Wentworth-Sheilds

Joe Chiappetta's Silly Daddy collection is a funny, manically inventive, often very, very
harrowing series of autobiographical vignettes. He focuses a great deal on his
daughter, Maria; the animating force that connects many of the stories is his desire to
be a good, worthy father, and to live his life in an ethical, moral way, in order to create
a better world for her.

His imagination is boundless; while the drawings are sometimes crude, the sense of
invention present is razor sharp, as is the emotional anguish and depth of feeling.
Chiappetta unsparingly depicts how his temper caused him to strike Maria, and the
overwhelming shame he felt as a result. The dissolution of his first marriage, his
anguish at feeling his daughter growing closer to her mother, and pulling away from
him, and his conversion to Christianity are all portrayed with unsparing emotion.

There's no sense of performance here, no artifice. In collected form, the Silly Daddy
comics tell a larger story; it does coher, but not into an easily summarized homily with a
clear meaning. The whimsical title, and Chiappetta's genuinely funny, heartfelt voice
hint at a happy resolution, but once you're actually reading the stories, and following
his life over the last thirteen years in comic book form, that safety dissapates.

http://www.reedpress.com/books/1-59429-019-9.asp
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.reedpress.com/books/1-59429-019-9.asp
http://www.reedpress.com/graphica/
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Whatever incredible amount of work went into creating the Silly Daddy comic books,
they don't feel like translations from a interior monologue, or something carefully
arranged in order to impart a simple punchline, or insight. They feel like Chiappetta
opened a vein, and dipped his brush. This doesn't mean the final product is some kind
of primal rant, the very opposite is the case, actually. For example, when he shows the
conversation that lead to his first wife deciding to divorce him, the moment of decision
takes place in a large panel, a wide angle on the room they are sitting in, from a three-
quarters view. Trailing away from his wife's head as she says "Let's get divorced," are a
series of faces, showing the range of emotions playing across her face as she makes
her choice.

Most of the orignal comic books that are collected in Silly Daddy are out of print, but
you can find issues #20, #21, and #22: Weapons Not of this World at his website, as
well as Jesus the Radical, and Son of God. I did mention his conversion to Christianity,
right? Issue #20 wasn't available for review, but #21 is filled with poetry, including a
really funny page of "Chicago Proverbs." My particular favorite: As the 'Loop' is really a
rectangle,/so the Bears are merely men. Issue #22 is an illustrated essay touching on
many of the events in the larger collection; and expands on some of them. It lacks the
visceral immediacy of the collected book, which is no bad thing. If Chiappetta didn't
vary his emotional pitch, he wouldn't be working at a job where he helps people with
mental disabilities, he'd be on the receiving end of such help.

Replies: 1 Comment

You hit it right on the head with this review. Dave Sim also described my work as
"crude" recently. I used to take offense at this, wrongly thinking that everything I did
was a masterpiece. But now I actually understand the "crude" label as descriptive,
rather than a put-down, and I think that's cool.

Posted by Joe Chiappetta @ 10/25/2004 07:57 AM PST
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Review by William Wentworth-Sheilds

In noir, the line separating the sublime from ridiculous is whisper-thin. Kiss and Tell
doesn't straddle it well. The art is lush, distinctive, and stylish; the writing, pacing, and
characterizations are less competently handled.

Kiss and Tell shares many of the genre conventions as Frank Miller's Sin City stories.
But where Sin City's pace is whip-fast, and no panels are extraneous, Kiss and Tell
meanders. The events of the first three issues would probably comprise the first three
pages of a typical Sin City tale. Where characters like Marv and Hartigan in Sin City,
and That Yellow Bastard, respectively, anchor their scenes effortlessly, Sam Swede
doesn't exert that kind of presence. Many of the panels that show him as a man of
action actually capture him just before, or after, the moment of decision, or show him
being interrupted at the moment of climax, so to speak. He's trailed by a character, his
"mother," whose main function appears to be follow up his every decisive utterence or
action with "... but your vow!"

There are two kinds of noir stories. There's the kind typified by the classic, profoundly
violent, paranoid 1955 Mike Hammer film, Kiss Me Deadly, that's probably a pretty fair
archetype for the Sin City romps. It's propulsive; Mike Hammer speaks with his fists,
and the plot, centering around nuclear annihilation, and McCarthy-ite red fears, follows
along behind. The violence is horrifying, and disgusting, and finally, cathartic. In the
other camp is the author James Ellroy, and his LA Quartet (The Black Dahlia, The Big
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Nowhere, L.A. Confidential, and White Jazz), which evokes a kind of labrynth of
corruption, and glimpses into the dark machinery of hell. Ellroy's protagonists are
assertive and speak with their fists quite well, but what lingers are quieter moments, of
despair, and aching loss.

Kiss and Tell has some good, sharp violence going for it, highlighted by a sequence
where Swede rips off a man's arm and uses it for a cudgel, and some good scenes of
betrayal, but ruins the tempo with a story that should be told in a matter of pages, not
three (and counting) issues, dialog with no snap or rhythm that goes on forever, and
plot twists that make no sense. There's some ambition here; enough to attempt a larger
portrait of an organized crime syndicate, and the people ruling, and fighting against it.
Unfortunately, Sam Swede still hasn't come into focus. His "mother" has repeatedly
referred cryptically to "his vow," and we're not one iota closer to discovering what she's
talking about. Emblematic of this problem: much of what passes for a plot takes place
off the page, unseen by the reader. Nearly every significant event involving Sam's
"fiancé," Phyllis, falls into this category.

Kiss and Tell, despite being easy enough to look at, doesn't hook the reader into caring
enough to actually read it. It doesn't promise (or deliver) a journey through dark places,
and Sam Swede, despite having the strength of ten men, is an indecisive wimp. By
itself, the latter is no criticism; the archetype of a weak man in a strong man's body is
perfectly capable of clotheslining a good story. But in addition to being weak, Sam is,
fatally, not very interesting.
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Just a quick heads up to let y'all know TEX! comic has a domain all to itself now:
www.bushcomic.com. I believe Kathy LaFollett is going to review this for us when she
gets it, hurricanes allowing.
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In an interview with LHLS, Gareb Shamus, the founder and chairman
of Wizard Entertainment spoke of the comic book industry's need to
continuously "re-invent" itself, in order to grow, attract new talent, and
bring new readers into the fold.

The comic book industry may be small compared to other media
concerns, and people like Joss Whedon and Kevin Smith, guests at

WizardWorld Chicago, are "not doing it for the money, that's for sure, especially with
the kind of dollars they can get outside this industry." But with that comes a certain
credibility. "So they can come into this world and do comic books, because you know
they love it, you know they want to do it."

Mr. Shamus estimated that the number of regular buyers of comic books falls in the
range of two to three million people. "The way I look at [comic book sales], it's the sea
that forms the pearl. Even though the industry itself might be a three to five hundred
million dollar a year business, there are multi-billion dollar businesses that have been
created around the use of a character."

The tension between the tried-and-true, and the necessity of (re)invention surfaced in
Mr. Shamus' thoughts on the challenges of attracting new readers, and female readers
in particular. "It's tough, it's tough. Not a lot of women shop in comic book shops. If
you're a company and you want to create a product with the widest audience, the
biggest audience, you're [creating] for someone who is male. If you're going to create a
product that's just for women, it's a tough sale out there. There's clearly not as many

http://wizarduniverse.com/conventions/chicago.cfm
http://liheliso.org/
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women out there to sell to."

Bringing new readers and talent into the comic book industry involves several factors,
from finding a compelling character or story, perhaps from seeing a movie based on a
comic book, like Hellboy, or from marketing creators like WizardWorld Chicago's Guest
of Honor, Joss Whedon. "When you've got a guy like Joss Whedon, who created Buffy,
there are a lot of Buffy fans out there who are going to go, 'Hey, I loved his stuff on
television, I'm going to give his stuff a try, in comic books.'"

Mr. Shamus points to his company, and his magazines as offering a solution to the
problem of giving new readers a starting point. "You can go to a Wizard and say "Oh,
this interesting, I really like that guy's artwork," rather than trying to look at a shelf of a
hundred books, and try to figure out which one you think you're going to like."

Also playing a role is the gradual expansion of comic books into new distribution
channels, such as bookstores. "Comics books before were a very difficult product to
sell, as stand-alone issues on the newstand, and you had people trying to sell the
material who didn't know anything about it. Well, now they're available in collected
editions; the companies aren't collecting stuff that didn't sell, or stuff that people didn't
like, so we send our best material into the bookstores."

And despite the risks of developing new material without a proven audience, there are
new kinds of comics being created and finding an audience that challenges the
stereotypical image of the comic book marketplace. "That's why you need things out
there like ... Terry Moore [Strangers in Paradise], and Frank Cho [Liberty Meadows],
guys that can produce books that women will like, and on top of that material like
manga that can bring in female readers as well." Mr. Shamus said, "There's a lot more
themes that are covered in the Japanese material that aren't covered here, like love,
and relationships, and those kinds of things that are attracting a lot of female readers."

According to a press release from Wizard Entertainment, the just-concluded
WizardWorld Chicago Convention attracted over 54,000 attendees, up from 48,000 in
2003.

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

http://www.strangersinparadise.com/sipindex.html
http://www.libertymeadows.com/
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 08/16/2004: "An interview with the founder of Wizard Entertainment"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000166.htm[4/27/2019 3:35:51 PM]

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 08/15/2004: "Hurricane Charley by Kathy LaFollett"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000165.htm[4/27/2019 3:35:54 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Trek book review: Imaginings"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "An
interview with the founder of Wizard Entertainment"]

08/15/2004 Archived Entry: "Hurricane Charley by Kathy
LaFollett"

We very seldom get first-person reports on acts of God, but we have one today from
our reviewer down Tampa way, Kathy LaFollett. We are all very glad she and her
family are okay. Ed

Charley Stood Me Up…thank God.
By Kathy LaFollett

Living in a coastal location in Florida has one rule. You will dance with the Devil
sometime between June and November of any given year. August 13, 2004 the Devil's
name was Charley. And he stood me up…thank God.

Wednesday morning, the East Coast of Florida was watching Charley head toward the
Cayman Islands and Cuba. We were focused on the suggested track up and toward
us, but where the eye laid its claim no one quite knew. Doplar, Vipir and all the high-
tech radar available refused to give a definitive answer. As weather planes flew over
and through its mass we waited for new readings and feedback. The local Home Depot
and Lowe's were quiet. Masking tape, board, nails, hammers, generators, bottled water
were in abundance. Pinellas County hadn't seen a direct visit from the Devil since
1921. We were arrogant and certain that again, the devil would choose a different date
for the evening.

I had a 9 am appointment with a client on Thursday the 12th. Ironically I was hired by
my husband's employer for production work. After my appointment with the Creative
Director I walked through the office's labyrinth to my husband's desk. We lightly

http://liheliso.org/
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discussed the weather but at that time, Pinellas had not been announced as the lucky
date for the Devil. Generally there was the attitude he'd go North or South, but surely
not Pinellas. The Devil hadn't chosen Pinellas since 1921; he probably didn't even
remember us.

At noon while driving back from my appointment, the radio brought news that hadn't
been heard of in 51 years. The Devil had chosen Pinellas as his date for the evening.
He had, for all intensive purposes, woken the arrogant sleep of Pinellas County. At
noon I pulled into a gas station to fill the Jeep to full capacity. I wasn't alone. The
station was packed and lines were forming for each pump as the sleepy county
residents realized they had a date to keep, whether they liked it or not. At 12:30 I
arrived home to switch on local weather and realized…we had a major problem named
Charley. By this time the weather planes had brought data that served a frightening
thought, he was just skirting over the thinnest part of Cuba, bypassing the mountain
range that would have slowed his furry, and not yet clear of the island was morphing
from a CAT 2 to a CAT 3 hurricane. 125 mile an hour winds with gusts flirting with 145
mile an hour. A small part of my brain said, "This'll be a CAT 4, it's going to be ugly."

Tampa Bay and the Clearwater area offer an intriguing lesson in Physics, nature, and
population growth. In 1921, the area we all call "the Tampa Bay area" was lightly
populated, home of the rich and vacationing. Farmers and the wealthy enjoyed the
environment. There were no Condos, Hotels, or overbuilt properties. In 2004 matters
are different. 6 million plus call the Pinellas County and Tampa Bay home. This doesn't
count tourists and visitors. Pinellas is notoriously overpopulated in humans and more
importantly, cars. We have 3 bridges across the Bay to use as escape. We have a
signature bridge going south. We have one major highway going North and South to
get out of the County. Our highways and byways are not built to support the flux that
was about to occur. 380,000 people would receive a mandatory evacuation notice.
That included our family of 4. Pinellas as a nature lesson offers up the simple truth that
overbuilding, overpopulating, and over demand of natural water resources makes for
water control problems. We flood VERY easily. Nature had already dished up enough
rain to put us 10 inches ahead of the year's rainfall. We were soaked, saturated and
soppy. Any more rain would bring flash flooding that would close roads. Physics
presents the last nasty lesson for the area. Excessive high winds coupled with 16 foot
storm surges during high tide puts everyone in danger; period.

At 1:00 pm I called my husband to facilitate "Operation Get the Hell Out". We live in
Zone C. On the water, higher than most, but mandatory evacuation is a simple
assumption with a CAT 3 storm. By this time, the weather planes were wondering if the
Devil named Charley may not put on a show for us and become a CAT 4 at landfall.
Yes, indeed, my brain may be right Charley would be a very ugly date. CAT 4
hurricanes are the line of no return. Someone will die, and many things will be
destroyed and no one in its path will be the same.

At 2:00 pm I had a reservation at a hotel as far as time would allow us to go East in
Kissimmee. By this time approximately 1 million people between Pinellas County and
Tampa Bay were asked to evacuate. Approximately 1 million people were on the
phone or their cell phones as well. I couldn't get through to my husband via cell or
landline to let him know we had a safe destination. Of course, the Devil, Charley,
hadn't let us all know he had other plans, and that safe destination would end up being
right in the middle of his travels on Friday.
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At 3:00 Cali was able to call me and inform me that his friend would be giving him a
ride home from work, and that my reservation would be just fine.

Our son Chris and I were then left with the task of moving 40 some plants inside our
apartment, pack food, clothes for 2 nights, gather important documents and prepare
our apartment to go offline from the electric grid. We spent the next hour locking down.
A short trip to Lowe's for masking tape revealed the locals were finally paying attention.
Board, tape, bottled water, batteries, and the like were flying off the shelves and into
shopper's carts at an astounding pace. We left with 3 rolls of 2 inch tape. Let's face it, a
CAT 4 in this county made most efforts futile.

Arriving back at the apartment we were greeted with many phone messages from
friends and family up North. Not familiar with the Florida map and our true location,
they all assumed we were already swimming. No time for return calls though, no news
is good news, could be worse, all mantras ringing in my head as we applied large X's
on all the windows and glass doors.

Cali arrived with our good friend and a 6-pack of beer. This is tradition in hurricane
zones. Hurricanes and beer go hand in hand in Pinellas County. We stopped
operations, turned the TV back on to see the current threats and discussed plans.
Fred, our friend, had a home in St Petersburg located directly in the center of the
"white zone", or better known as the "no evacuation zone". He was adamant that we
not try and travel the overburdened highways and come directly to his home. He was
adamant that the storm would not hit Pinellas and we could drink and Xbox our way
right through the event. He was adamant and Cali was in full agreement.

Evacuation for hurricanes is akin to a crap shoot. You gamble against the devil, laying
bets on where he will be dancing and when he will be calling it an evening. We went
"all in" on our bet and decided to ride the storm out at Fred's no evacuation house.

I called the reservation desk in Kissimmee and cancelled our reservation, which they
easily refilled as hindsight would prove that a large portion of evacuees arrived in
Orland and the Kissimmee area by midnight Thursday. They lost their bet, and had a
dance with the devil.

We gathered our packed things, loaded the dogs and cat into our Jeep, shut down the
circuit breakers and left our home still and dark; The quiet before the storm.

Thursday night was spent drinking, gaming and swimming in Fred's pool. The men
gamed and drank while our son joined in the gaming with Sobe flowing freely, and we
all ate grilled chicken. The quiet before the storm resembled just another beautiful if not
rainy night in Florida and we treated it as such. Fred and his live-in girlfriend have two
cats, and adding our animals we were now five adults and five animals, waiting
impatiently to get the dance underway. Waiting is the really the most nerve racking part
of a hurricane. Waiting to see who was right, who was wrong, and who gets the dance.
There is way too much time to think about the Devil's appointment. Imagination kicks in
and you can easily drive your blood pressure through the roof thinking about the
myriad of ways Charley will step on your head; or at least that's what I did Thursday
night.

Our daughter chose to handle the storm in the company of friends and would
intermittently call-in to see "what we were doing" and what I thought the final outcome
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would be; none of my answers were enough to alleviate worry or entertain her
imagination away from bad thoughts. But touching base was comforting and we both
knew we had done the best we could for this date, and our bets were laid and couldn't
be taken off the table at that point.

We all woke up at 9 am on Friday. The animals had finally made their own
introductions and were doing well together oblivious to the threat and more interested
in chasing each other over the hardwood floors at breakneck speeds. On a side note, a
shorthair house cat, we found, is faster than a Silky Yorkshire Terrier. It's amazing what
you'll learn during a hurricane.

With the click-click-click of animals chasing through the house we watched with
increased dismay that Charley still had his sites on the mouth of Tampa Bay. Which
leads to another lesson; everyone calls the City of Tampa, Tampa Bay. That is a
misnomer. Tampa is Tampa, the water is Tampa Bay. Pearls of wisdom thrown out
under the dark clouds of Charley.

My nerves were shot at this point, and being a Cancerian I had had enough of two men
acting so relaxed and unimpressed with the situation. SOMEONE needed to be as
worried as I even if I had to drag them into my dark place. I walked out to the back
deck and announced it was time to locate boards for windows to secure at least two
safe rooms. I would later learn, Fred humored me with that purchase and would have
disagreed with me had I been his wife. But he didn't have that piece of paper to
negotiate with and agreed. Cali and he head out to find the last 3 boards available in
Pinellas County. I joined Fred's girlfriend, Lauren, to hunt for bottled water and
batteries. A quiet, but present individual, who for all intensive purposes was but a side
note to the human factor of my story; she had already taken the stance that what
would be would be, "C'Est La Vie" had operated in her head since we first entered
Fred's home.

Lauren and I returned empty handed being turned down by three local stores as they
locked their front doors. The men returned victorious with overpriced board ready to
secure the precious two rooms of safety. By this time I had forgotten that a CAT 4
hurricane makes these efforts futile. Nevertheless I relied on the knowledge of the
covered windows much like a security blanket.

Again gaming and drinking resumed as we fast approached our appointed date with
Charley.

At approximately 4 o'clock Charley took on a manic personality and gained center-eye
speed and strength but slowed its march to the mouth of Tampa Bay. The Devil folded
on our "all in" bet and stayed at the table with Port Charlotte.

Ironically, since the media had been chanting "Tampa, Tampa, Tampa" for a day and
some the folks in Port Charlotte, Punta Gorda and surrounding areas did not ramp
their evacuations to a level necessary for the Devil's Dance. They would pay dearly for
that bet very soon.

We all spent the rest of the event back where we started on Thursday night, eating,
gaming, drinking and watching in shock as Charley gave Port Charlotte a beating it
hadn't seen in decades. It was at this point, that we realized Polk County, Kissimmee,
Orlando were in a direct line of mauling. The dance turned into a moshpit when
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Charley's eye took land and would prove strong and tempestuous all the way back
over Florida and out into the Atlantic coast. I sat in stunned shock at the thought of our
prior destination. I had laid a bet that Fred and Cali had called off the table. We were
saved by a 6-pack and two men far more level headed than myself. Cali would later
reveal that he had not been sold on my idea, but due to my nature knew I could more
of a force than any hurricane. He'd rather bend to me than Charley. It's the Devil you
know at times I suppose.

At 10 pm our mandatory evacuation was called off, and under the dark but calm skies
now vacant of Charley's presence we packed animals, cooler, clothes and Xbox
games back into our Jeep and headed back home.

By 1 a.m. we had the tape off our windows, the plants back on the porch and the
animals at their own food bowls. We were home. We were safe. Charley stood me up,
thank God.

Hurricane Earl left a message on the answering machine today. I'm hedging my bets.

A final thought:

This storm wasn't a joke and it wasn't entertaining. Many people have suffered and
some have died. I have many friends who road out this storm inland and came back
with horrible frightening stories. For those who have lost much and those who lost their
loved ones, I mourn for you and wish you peace and comfort.

***

Replies: 1 Comment

i was on holiday visting florida on holiday we were so scared we saw people and they
were apologising for the worst storm they had in a long time we were so scared we
stayed in the howard jhonson in kissimmee h192 we saw people crowd the hotel we
didnt get badly hit but there was 1 thing i take everyday as it comes it was so scary and
just seeing the damaged it caused upset me alot and i no many people lost everything
that day but ive never been so frigtend in my life i wish some people in this country can
imagine what it was like for us over there im so sorry for the people who lost everything

Posted by alison @ 08/06/2005 10:39 AM PST

 

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/


Archived Entry - 08/15/2004: "Hurricane Charley by Kathy LaFollett"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000165.htm[4/27/2019 3:35:54 PM]

The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 08/14/2004: "Trek book review: Imaginings"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000164.htm[4/27/2019 3:35:59 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Comic review: The Darkness/The Incredible Hulk #1 review"] [Main
Index] [Next entry: "Hurricane Charley by Kathy LaFollett"]

08/14/2004 Archived Entry: "Trek book review: Imaginings"

Imaginings: An Anthology of Long Short Fiction
Edited by Keith DeCandido

Published by Pocket Books
352 pages, $14.00

Review by Laurel Sutton

Novelettes are funny animals. At 8-15,000 words, they're way longer than your
average short story, way shorter than your average novel, and often confused with
novellas, which usually run 15-40,000 words. Like any short fiction, they are whole
discrete entities: characters are introduced, the stage is set, and before you know it the
plot has climaxed and it's all over. If it's a good novelette, the point of the story has just
whacked you right between the eyes before you have time to catch your breath.

Anthologies are also a gamble – will there be enough variety to keep you reading? Will
half the stories be great and the rest suck?

(See our review of Strange New Worlds.) You have to rely on the editor; fortunately,
we're in good hands with Keith DeCandido, himself quite a prolific SF author. This
collection has a broad range of topics, styles, and settings, so if you don't like one
story, you're bound to find another more to your taste.

The best speculative fiction is all about what's possible. What if there was a revolution,
but nobody showed up to revolt ("Next Year in Jerusalem")? What if people with
telekinetic powers were just plain walking-around folks right now ("Amends")? What if
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you could see just a little into your future ("Great White Hope")? And those stories are
just for starters. By the time we get to the last piece, "Of a Sweet Slow Dance in the
Wake of Temporary Dogs", we're faced with a decision between an uneventful but
stable life, and the possibility of pure, exquisite happiness for nine days at a time –
when the tenth day is pure hell?

A few complaints: the premise of "A Planet Called Elvis" is great – uh, a planet full of
Elvii – but the main character is too stupid and pathetic to care much about; I liked his
female sidekick much better. In "Insider", a woman who has been living virtually in an
online environment (kind of like Stephenson's "Snowcrash" etc.) for twenty years has
to go to the outside world to save a life. Um, I know her body was cared for all those
years, but hell, if you were basically immobile for that long you couldn't support your
own weight, much less hoof it around town.

The most interesting story is also the most frustrating. "Walking Contradiction" is a
detective noir-ish tale in the not-too-distant future where there are "ambigendered"
folks - both male and female. Huge kudos to the author, Nancy Jane Moore, for using
non-gender-specific names and for avoiding the use of personal pronouns when
writing about ambis, and making it look effortless. (Kind of like trying to write a novel
without the letter "e".) But I have a big problem with the behavior of the main character,
Morgan, who is fierce in defending the rights and choices of ambis, but completely
opposed - irrationally, I think – to a group of people who want to become sexless.
WTF? Both sexes at once is OK, but wanting to be neither is bad? I couldn't tell if the
author was expressing her own opinion here, or whether I was supposed to recognize
that Morgan was being just as closed-minded as the people who think ambis are
freaks. Help me out, here.

However, those are minor quibbles. One of the best things about this collection is that
the stories are uniformly well-written. There's so much bad writing being published
these days that it is pure joy to read 342 pages of fiction that is free from spelling
errors, grammatical mistakes, clumsy construction, hackneyed metaphors, cardboard
characters, and plot holes bigger than Donald Trump's ego. (Try reading "The DaVinci
Code" if you don't believe me, in which "Aston Martin" is misspelled. Twice. And don't
get me started about the use of "tutored" as a substitute for "said".) Let us be joyful that
in the world of so much published bad writing, there are still editors and publishers who
care about such things. Opa!
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The Darkness/The Incredible Hulk
Cover: Dale Keown 

Writer: Paul Jenkins 
Pencil: Dale Keown 
Colors: Matt Milla 
Release Date: April 28, 2004 
32 pages, $2.99

"Two alumni of both The Darkness and The Hulk come together to tell this explosive
story. The Darkness is a violent killer and the Hulk is a violent pacifist. When those two
worlds collide who will remain standing? Can the Darkness stand in the face of the
Hulk’s brute strength?"

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

The last time I read a Hulk comic book was probably in 1973 or so, and I never saw
the movie, either. Sometimes I think it's better to have some background on what we
review here at the old J LHLS, but then I think Hey! This thing needs to stand on its
own!

So I'll tell you upfront that I have no idea who these artists and writers are, I don't know
who the hell the Darkness is (is he related to the Ghost? No, wait, that was a lion in a
movie with the "actor" Val Kilmer), and I don't know why the Hulk's head is a tiny pea
sitting on top of his huge and scary body. He still wear purple pants, though, so at least
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we're in the same universe.

Actually, this is a really good crossover, and you don't have to know anything about the
characters to dig the beautiful art and typical Marvel smart-ass dialogue. The whole
story takes place in a NYC subway station and it's appropriately creepy, especially
when the forces of Darkness show up and do very icky things to the bad guys. Pairing
Mr. Darkness, who is a contract killer trying to do good, with the Hulk, a good guy who
kills indiscriminately, is an interesting idea, and it's executed really well here. Who are
the bad guys? The Chechnyan freedom fighters who want to blow up the train? The
Hulk, who kills them and the cops who show up to grab him? Darkness Guy, who
manipulates Hulky to save innocent bystanders? Deep stuff, I'm telling you. I might
even have to start reading The Darkness and get caught up on this guy's backstory.

And I was perhaps too pleased to read a superhero comic without any fake Barbie
women in skimpy outfits. Hooray!

I leave you with some fabulous direct Hulk quotes, which I transcribe exactly as they
are in the book. Doesn't he say "Hulk Smash!" anymore?

RRAGH!
AAARGH!
RAAARGH!
GRRAWH!
BRAAWGHH!

Replies: 1 Comment

Thank you for the Hulk quotes, they're hysterical.

Posted by Ginger @ 08/13/2004 11:59 PM PST
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Something Rotten
Jasper Fforde

Publisher: Viking Books
ISBN: 0670033596

Review by Jessica Groper

As a bookworm, I've often wished that there were more appreciation of good literature
in mainstream society. When I make a Jane Austen inspired joke, it saddens me that
so few people realize how freaking funny I am. If you too are nostalgic for a world in
which authors are as well known as directors and characters replace actors in our
gossip columns, then let me introduce you to Jasper Fforde and his "Thursday Next"
series. In this series of books, militant supporters of the theory that Francis Bacon
wrote all of Shakespeare's plays go door to door with pamphlets and intimidation
tactics. Audiences at productions of Hamlet scream out the lines and throw things à la
"Rocky Horror." The Crimean War has never ended, time travel is both possible and
policed, and some lucky people are able to leave the world of reality and enter the
world of fiction, literally getting lost in a good book. The heroine of these novels is
Thursday Next, a literary detective in England who hunts down Shakespeare forgeries
and works to preserve the purity of the great works of literature. By chance she ends
up entering the world of fiction and interacting with literary characters who, when they
aren't actively participating in their books, have an entire government and society.
Thursday encounters Mr. Rochester from Jane Eyre, is apprenticed to Miss. Havisham
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from Great Expectations, and brings Hamlet into the real world to help him deal with
his identity crisis and put an end to his ceaseless squabbling with Ophelia.

Okay, here's where the advertisement starts. The fourth book in this series, Something
Rotten, has just been published. As a stand alone novel, this book is excellent. It is
witty, entertaining, funny, and will be over far too soon. Any important details from the
first three books are carefully provided within the context of the current plot. Any reader
can start with Something Rotten and come out having had an enjoyable reading
experience. But, may I suggest that since all four "Thursday Next" books are in print
that you start from the beginning with The Eyre Affair. By reading all four books you will
get four times the hilarity, four times the subtle references to other books and genres,
and four times the random comments from the Cat formerly known as Cheshire
(borders have been moved in Fforde's England). You will also have the opportunity to
witness and admire the way in which Fforde develops his characters (and other
author's characters) and how beautifully he manages to introduce plot lines in all the
books only to have them suddenly play a huge role in the fourth installment. If you like
Austen, Kafka, the Bronte sisters, Poe, Wordsworth, Shakespeare, Dickens, science
fiction, and even romance novels you will love how they are brought to new life in this
series. If you like Terry Pratchett, Tom Robbins, or Douglas Adams you will love the
slightly absurdist wacky style that Jasper Fforde uses to create his world. And when
you're done, check out his ridiculously busy website: www.JasperFforde.com for even
more fun.

Replies: 2 comments

Not being a book worm myself,i must say after your review i am curiously inspired of
an author i would have passed by.nice work. danielle

Posted by danielle russell @ 08/13/2004 08:16 AM PST

...but does Pickwick ever learn to stand on one foot in return for a marshmallow? Plock
plock? Perhaps not the most brilliantly witty character in this series, but I am charmed
by the image of a pet who sits on the television and watches the sofa.

Posted by marcia @ 09/03/2004 06:36 PM PST
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Star Trek
A Time to Love – Book 5

By: Robert Greenberger
Published by: Pocket Books (a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.)
Visit: http://www.simonsays.com/st
*available as a downloadable eBook!

Review by Kathy LaFollett

It’s a testament to the authors and cooperative publishing effort behind this series that I
never noticed I had read out of sync with the book releases. My last read was Book 3.
Not paying attention, I opened Book 5 and jumped right into the storyline. It was then
(through the sharp eye of my husband, who now is reading the series) I realized that I
was missing Book 1 and Book 4. Simon and Schuster were generous enough to
immediately accommodate the missing books this week. I’ll be submitting this review
today, and backtracking to 1 and 4 to pick up the storyline. But as the series is written
and the authors support their peers within the life of the Enterprise crew it amazes me
that in release order or out, the books flourish and offer excellent reading and
imaginative scenarios.

Book 5 introduces us to the Bader and Dorset races. Normally highly aggressive with
each other to the point of warring, they join forces to colonize a planet, Delta Sigma IV.
The success of the shared coop planet becomes a testament to Federation
interspecies cooperation. But all is not well on Delta Sigma IV. Is it something in the

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/0743462858/qid%3D1092159570/sr%3D12-2%3Fv%3Dglance%26s%3Dbooks
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air? A once cooperative and friendly interspecies existence is threatened by extinction.
Enter Kyle Riker, father of Will Riker. Kyle Riker sent by the Federation to study and
search out the escalating violence and fighting discovers an existing gas on the planet
that will, by sheer compounding attrition bring extinction to the Bader and Dorset
lineage within a few generations.

Emerging violence and chaos is visited on a once peaceful planet, and the very people
it threatens, unfamiliar with such matters calls upon the Federation to solve and cure
the threat. Picard and crew, still under the dark political angst of the Federation
Politicos arrives to pick up where Kyle Riker left off, and succinctly disappeared
somewhere on the face of Delta Sigma IV. Commander Riker is forced to confront the
reality that his own estranged father may be held responsible for the catastrophic
threats, while Picard and crew are pushed to the very limits of their talents and
fortitude in maintaining safety, security, and leadership among a clueless Congress of
Delta Sigma IV.

Yes, it does smack of current political goings-on here in the US. But that’s another
dissertation.

A Time to Love offers a great read. I was pulled into the storyline and character
struggles immediately. Antagonists and protagonists exist on multiple levels while
intermingling to the very end of the story development. This is murder mystery, science
fiction, human (and alien) struggles, and action all wrapped up in one very well written
sequel within the series. A Time to Love carries the format of puzzles and mystery with
a twist at the end. It left me thinking, “Oh ya! THAT’S the answer!” with regards to the
impending doom of the Bader and Dorset races and how it should be solved.

The core storylines found in the original Star Trek for me has always been the logic
puzzle. The riddle found in the middle of a mess, if you will. James Kirk would find
himself and his crew on a planet amongst foreigners faced with what seems to be an
insurmountable puzzle. Left unchecked that question would lead to the doom of all!

A Time to Love carries on the tradition in great form.

Making my way through the series, I find myself looking forward to the moments of the
day and evening where I can pick up my current sequel read and sit quietly amongst
the stars with the crew of the Enterprise.
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Brownsville
Written by Neil Kleid, art by Jake Allen
196 pages
To be published in 2005 by NBM Publishing

"'Jewish gangster' isn't a term you hear much in post-
Holocaust society... but back when the Dodgers played in
the East and licorice cost a penny a bag, Brooklyn
corners were lousy with semitic young toughs looking for
adventure and excitement - none more so than in
Brownsville."

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

I want to tell you all to run right out and buy this book - I
like it that much. But you CAN'T, because what I'm reviewing is a 14-page preview that
I got at Comic-Con. The actual book, a 196-page graphic novel, will be out in 2005 and
even thought that's like 6 months away, I really really want the book NOW, please.

I love gangster stories, probably because my mother is an Italian lady from Brooklyn
and at one time dated a semi-made man ("I didn't like him. He tried to boss me
around."). The Italians always get the lion's share of attention for running the Business
in the early 20th century, but their Jewish counterparts were just as active. This graphic

http://www.rantcomics.com/rant-brownsville.html
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novel tells (will tell?) the story of two who were members of Murder Incorporated, the
Mafia's enforcement arm.

In these 14 short pages we get the cinematically drawn and elegantly scripted story of
Allie Tannenbaum's first meeting with Louis Lepke Buchalter, when Tannenbaum was
just a boy working at his father's country club in the Catskills. Allie knows who he's
talking to, knows they're killers, but he can't help but be dazzled and tempted by their
power, their friendly ways, their insistence that he not be a sucker. He's a good boy,
and he listens to his father's warning, but we know from the start where he'll end up,
getting orders to kill in the back room of a Brownsville candy store.

If you didn't snag a preview copy, there's a note at Neil Kleid's site that says:

Retailer preview requests and press requests/releases can be obtained by emailing
neilkleid@aol.com. Black and white preview copies of the book can be obtained via
snail mail or FTP.

So go ahead and ask him for one if you want to see how great this will be. Don't be a
sucker.

Replies: 3 comments

Just came across this review - thanks for picking up a preview copy of the book - glad
you liked it.

Trust me... Jake just sent me pages 50-84 and I want the book now, too ;)

Neil Kleid
www.rantcomics.com

Posted by Neil Kleid @ 08/09/2004 10:18 AM PST

My longtime friend Jake Allen is the artist working on this book with Neil. Their devotion
to this project has been second to none. The story is very interesting, and the artwork
brings this book to life in the way that great art should. Buy this book, and recommend
it to a friend, you will not be dissapointed.

Posted by Jon George @ 08/14/2004 01:11 PM PST

Want to leave a comment?

Posted by Editor @ 01/08/2006 07:28 PM PST
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The Worlds of Star Trek: Deep Space Nine (Vol. I)
By Una McCormack and Heather Jarman

Publisher: Star Trek; 2 Bks in 1 edition (June 1, 2004) 
ISBN: 0743483510

Review by Kathryn L. Ramage

Volume I of The Worlds of Star Trek: Deep Space Nine - the first of a new series from
Pocket Books - presumably sets the template for future volumes. This book features
not a single novel, but two novellas, each looking at a planet from the Trek universe,
but unrelated except for their mutual connection to Deep Space Nine.

The first story, Cardassia: The Lotus Flower by Una McCormack, is set after the end of
the DS9 series, as the Federation helps to restore post-war, Dominion-devastated
Cardassia. McCormack uses well-established characters from DS9 as her key players:
Elim Garak, and Miles and Keiko O'Brien. Former spy/assassin/plain-and-simple tailor
Garak has not only returned to his homeworld, but he is working as part of the new
Kardasi government ("At my time of life," he laments, "to be reduced to upholding
democracy!"). The O'Brien family have been stationed on Cardassia; Keiko is the
director of a project to develop fertile soil in a barren desert land, and she encounters
some problems with Cardassians who still hold xenophobic values, including a terrorist
organization called The True Way. When the arrival of a visiting Bajoran religious figure
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sparks an incident - in the very contemporary form of a child suicide bomber - these
three main characters each acts in their own way to resolve the tense and suspenseful
situation: Keiko from the inside, Miles anxiously outside (working with Gul Macet, who
bears a striking resemblance to the belated Gul Dukat*), and Garak going back into his
past to find his own means of dealing with The True Way.

I enjoyed this story immensely, but I have a long-standing fascination with things
Cardassian, and Garak is one of my favorite DS9 characters. I'm also very fond of
Miles O'Brien. It was interesting to me to see O'Brien and Garak work together on
friendly terms - remarkably friendly, considering some of the tensions between them in
the past, but the author makes the relationship work. McCormack understands the two
characters well enough- in that they are both pragmatic men who understand they
have a mutual goal and can respect each other's strengths in spite of their differences -
to make their alliance plausible. The only false note I detected was when Garak
addresses O'Brien by his first name. I would have liked a little more mention of Dr.
Bashir, since friendship with him is another thing that both men have in common… but
one can't have everything in a Trek novel.

In contrast to McCormack's story, which looks at a long-familiar planet in the DS9 saga
and gives us a chance to catch up with some old friends, Heather Jarman's Andor:
Paradigm involves new characters, who have at most appeared in previous novels,
and a planet never visited on the series (or on any other Trek series, as far as I know).
Established DS9 characters - Kira, Bashir, Nog-are referred to, but never appear. The
story is focused on Humans Prynn Tenmei and Phillipa Matthias as they accompany
Andoran Thirishar ch'Thane to his homeworld after the death of one of Thirishar's
bondmates. Andorians are a four-gendered species, and are having some biological
difficulty because of it; attempts to resolve the problem via genetic and cultural
changes in the population have resulted in serious political tensions on the planet.

Once Thirishar and his companions leave the space station, its denizens become
unimportant and Andor: Paradigm becomes more of an individual piece of science
fiction. This, I think, is to the story's advantage. Although Andorians have been a part
of the Trek universe since the original series, there has never been a regular Andorian
character, nor much information given about their homeworld. This lack of an
established canonical framework gives the author plenty of open ground to work with
(although she does acknowledge other, previous novels for plot set-up and background
material) and to provide some fascinating glimpses into the society and psychology of
the Andorian people. It also gives her more of a chance to focus on the
characterizations of Prynn and Thirishar and their bordering-on-romantic relationship,
which I also felt was a strong point to this story. Since they aren't the focus here, the
gratuitous appearance of regular DS9 characters would have been intrusive and
distracting. While I preferred Cardassia: The Lotus Flower (but I admit I am biased
toward a good Garak tale), this was also an enjoyable read.

* An inside joke; both Guls were played by Marc Alaimo.
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Loki #1
Cover By: Esad Ribic

Writer: Rob Rodi
Published by Marvel

Review by Chad Denton

I admit it, I've always been a sucker for supervillain origin stories or tales told from the
perspective of the villain. Even when I was a kid and just getting into the colorful
universes of superheroes, the villains always seemed more interesting to me: after all,
one could often relate to their motives more often. Who hasn't wanted to stick it to the
smart and smug guy, like how Dr. Doom wants to humiliate and destroy Reed
Richards? Who hasn't secretly wished that a Magneto would hurl men like David Duke
or Fred Phelps into the middle of the Pacific Ocean and leave them to die?

Loki is a particularly interesting case. Maybe even more than Dr. Doom or Magneto,
his mission is a highly personal one. All he really wants is to humiliate his overbearing
stepbrother, Thor. If the best way to do it is actually take over their world, Asgard, then
so be it. This story, which may or may not be canonical (I'm not really up on my recent
Thor continuity, so I actually don't know), asks the question of what would happen if
Loki actually did manage to throw his brother in chains and take the throne of Asgard.
Would he find satisfaction or is the only satisfaction he can ever have is in the thrill of
the fight? Does Loki even really want to defeat Thor?

It's not a story we haven't seen before, especially in Marvel Comics. A graphic novel
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from the '80s, The Avengers: Emperor Doom, hit upon the very same themes. But it's
always a great idea, especially when applied to Loki, who hasn't received the same
attention as other popular, well-established Marvel villains (mostly because, I suspect,
humanizing characters who actually are gods and constantly speak in purple prose
seems like a daunting task). Writer Robert Rodi so far has a mixed record from critics:
the first issue of the "Rogue" solo series he's helming has received very mixed reviews,
the "Identity Disk" mini-series has mostly been panned, and his run on "Elektra" wasn't
popular but was well-received by critics. Here, I think, Rodi's work really shines. He
gets a bit of a handicap from the always impenetrable, faux-medieval dialogue of the
Asgardians, but he manages to make it work. What really catches the eye is his
characterization of Loki, who was forced from the very beginning to take the role of
outsider. It's also interesting to see, over the course of this issue, Loki's confidence as
the new ruler of Asgard start to dwindle until he falls into bitterness over the situation
he made for himself.

Topping this off is the artwork of Esad Ribic, who brings a painted, epic feeling to the
storyline, yet gives his Asgardians very human expressions. The Thor in Loki's
flashbacks appears smug and obnoxious, like a frat boy, and we see through his
expressions alone that Loki is actually revolted and terrified of the idea of finally killing
his nemesis. Ribic's Loki is a sad, twisted creature with uneven teeth and a worn face
that does not exactly invoke a feeling of godliness. Similarly Ribic tones down the
divine nature of Asgard. Instead of giving it a 'sci-fi' air like Jack Kirby originally did, the
Asgard in this series has far more in common with the Europe of the Dark Ages, which,
in my view, is a much more interesting interpretation.

As I said, my tastes might bias me, but this promises to be an interesting mini-series,
even for those who don't read "Thor" or know the slightest thing about his corner of the
Marvel Universe, with insights on a little-explored but important character in the Marvel
mythos. Hopefully, too, it will establish Rodi's career as a reliably entertaining writer.

Replies: 2 comments

You know, Chad, this reveiw and this cover (see enlargement here, yow!) are enough
to have this added to my pull at (One Woman's) Comic Odyssey.

I wonder if this is the same Rob (Bob) Rodi who used to write about Desert Peach,
however long ago that was.

PS. According to Kenny at Comic Odyssey, Loki #1 is selling briskly, but he promised
to take one away from one of those kids and put it in my envelop. Kenny is my hero!

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 08/03/2004 06:12 PM PST

Okay, I paid money for this and it is worth EVERY PENNY. It's part of my pull thingy
until furhter notice. The art... is incredible. I don't really have any strong feelings about
the writing, it did the job, but didn't knock me out or anything. But what wonderful art!

It's like Maxfield Parrish art directing for Irving Klaw at Bayreuth.

Woof! I say, Woof!

Posted by Ginger @ 08/17/2004 10:22 PM PST



Archived Entry - 08/03/2004: "Marvel review: Loki #1"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000158.htm[4/27/2019 3:36:20 PM]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


Archived Entry - 08/03/2004: "Marvel review: Loki #1"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000158.htm[4/27/2019 3:36:20 PM]

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 08/03/2004: "Comic review: Avengers 500"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000157.htm[4/27/2019 3:36:23 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Book review: "Forever Barbie""] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Marvel
review: Loki #1"]

08/03/2004 Archived Entry: "Comic review: Avengers 500"

Avengers #500
Cover By: David Finch

Writer: Brian Michael Bendis
Pencils: David Finch
Inks: Danny Miki
Published by Marvel

Review by Chad Denton

Here at last is not only a hugely important anniversary issue (according to the
numerology that serves as a religion for superhero serials), but the first part of the
much-hyped "Avengers Disassembled" issue which had quite a few preludes in other
titles up to this point. The title alone doesn't provide much of an indicator as to why this
story should be a big deal: after all, one of the motifs of the Avengers is that the line-up
is often in flux and its members don't quite get along as well as other superhero teams.
Besides, we know there has to be an Avengers team or else there won't be much point
in having a series, unless the creators are planning to do what Chris Claremont did
with the X-Men in the late '80s and follow the wanderings of individual members for
years.

Brian Michael Bendis and David Finch both produced this issue, which has so far
gotten a mostly lukewarm response. The things that critics dislike and fans love about
Bendis' writing - the 'realistic' stop-start dialogue, for one - actually don't seem to be in
full effect here, but the plotting seems to be going to desperate lengths to convince us
that, yes, the Avengers are really screwed this time. The opening pages are quite

http://marvel.com/catalog/showcomic.htm?id=1717
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effective: the Avengers are having a quiet breakfast (in costume, for some reason)
when the zombified form of a recently killed member appears on their doorstep. But
then all hell breaks loose: at the U.N. Tony Stark (who has, by the way, become
Secretary of Defense over in his own title) goes beserk on the delegate from Latveria;
an Avenger is seemingly killed; the Avengers Mansion is destroyed; and, well, there's
more, but I shouldn't spoil it. Just one or two of the crises that affect the Avengers here
would have made for a good story, but there's just a feeling of overload here, and with
that a sense that the catastrophes that have struck will not really stick.

That said, I don't think it's that dire an opening chapter. In between the massive
disasters, there are a few effective character scenes - two Avengers having an almost
fanboyish discussion about a supervillain in one of those trademark Bendis moments
and Captain America demanding that a SHIELD operative respect Jarvis as much as
he respects him - as well as some striking moments of horror - the unfolding of the first
catastrophe to strike, the sight of the rubble and what lies under it, and what She-Hulk
does toward the end of the issue. What power these individual moments have, though,
are inevitably lost in the static.

There's still plenty of time for the plot to go in more interesting and unexpected
directions and perhaps in retrospect this one issue will seem more powerful - after all,
Bendis is the father of decompressed storytelling in comics - but so far this doesn't
even feel like a story, but an exercise in putting the Avengers through hell.
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Forever Barbie: The Unauthorized Biography of a Real Doll
Written by M.G. Lord

Walker Publishing Company, Inc. , 2004

Review by Ida Vega-Landow

"Forever Barbie" tells you everything you wanted to know about Barbie, as well as
some things you really didn't want to know, from the point of view of a former Barbie
owner, as well as someone whose view of womanhood was shaped by the childhood
trauma of losing her mother to breast cancer. Whether you love Barbie, hate her, or
are just plain indifferent to her, you've got to read this book for the sheer satisfaction of
discovering the truth about one of our most popular cultural icons. Let's face it, Barbie
is to dolls what Elvis Presley is to rock music and Marilyn Monroe is to glamour.

What can you say about a gal who has everything? Everything that you never had
growing up, like good looks, lots of pretty clothes, cars, houses, glamorous jobs, a
good-looking boyfriend who never makes sexual demands--that's our Barbie, the
"teenage fashion model" doll created in 1959 by Ruth Handler and named after her
daughter Barbara. Ruth founded Mattel Creations with her husband Elliot in 1945; the
idea for a child's doll with a woman's body came to her when she saw her daughter
and her friends playing with paper dolls who were "never the playmate or baby type,"
but rather "the teenage, high-school, college, or adult-career type." ("Forever Barbie",
Para.3, page 29)

"Through their play," Ruth said, Barbara and her friends "were imagining their lives as

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/0380720493%3Fv%3Dglance
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adults. They were using the dolls to reflect the adult world around them. They would sit
and carry on conversations, making the dolls real people. I used to watch that over and
over and think: If only we could take this play pattern and three-dimensionalize it, we
would have something very special." (Ibid, paga. 2, page 30)

So when Ruth came across the Lilli doll while she was shopping in Switzerland on a
family vacation--Lilli being "an eleven -and- a -half- inch, platinum-pony tailed,
Nefertiti-eyed, fleshtone plastic doll", based upon a gold digging comic strip character
popular in Post WWII Germany, intended as an erotic toy for men--she immediately
saw the potential in it. She bought three Lilli dolls, two for Barbara, already in her
midteens, and one for herself. "I didn't then know who Lilli was or even that its name
was Lilli, Ruth said. ":I only saw an adult-shape body that I had been trying to describe
for years and our guys (the male designers at Mattel) said couldn't be done." (Ibid.,
para. 2, page 29)

So the Lilli doll was passed on to Jack Ryan, a Yale-educated electrical engineer at
Mattel who was a whiz at designing toys. He took it with him on his next business trip
to Tokyo in July 1957. He had to go through several Japanese doll manufacturers
before he found one--Kokusai Boeki Kaisha (KBK), a Tokyo-based novelty dealer--
willing to take on the challenge of redesigning Lilli, whose slutty look definitely did not
appeal to the prudish Japanese. After two years of trial and error, their doll maker,
Yamasaki, finally came up with an acceptable design, in which Lilli's hard plastic body
became soft vinyl and her arms and legs acquired definable fingers and toes via
"rotation molding", that is, turned slowly in their molds while the vinyl hardened.

Meanwhile, back in California, Jack Ryan was giving Lilli a makeover with the help of
his friend Bud Westmore, the makeup czar at Universal Pictures. After getting rid of
her beestung lips, heavy eyelashes, and the "weird widow's peak" on her forehead,
they came up with the prototype "All American Girl" look that we are all familiar with.
Oddly enough, the doll bore a strong resemblance to Charlotte Johnson, the fashion
designer whom the Handlers assigned the task of creating Barbie's wardrobe. Ms.
Johnson, a tall, statuesque blonde, worked closely with the Japanese designers who
created the prototype for Barbie, so it is possible that the doll maker and the
seamstresses were so impressed by her good looks that it subconsciously influenced
the final casting of Barbie's face.

The hard part was convincing American mothers that Barbie would be a wholesome
influence on their little girls. So the Handlers hired Ernest Dichter, Ph.D., director of the
Institute for Motivational Research in Croton-on-Hudson, New York, to do a study for
them. In 1957, Dichter was considered a marketing genius; people like Betty Friedan,
author of "The Feminine Mystique", considered him an evil genius, for being able to
zero in on people's weaknesses and use them as a marketing device. For example, in
his research for Chrysler, Dichter found that "men viewed sedans like wives; they were
"comfortable and safe", while convertibles were like mistresses; they were "youthful,
beckoning to "the dreamer" within. So, to lure men into showrooms, car dealers should
use convertibles as "bait". (Ibid, para. 2, page 37) Betty Friedan devoted a whole
chapter of her famous book to Dichter's sins; she asserted that his research backed up
her thesis; that being a housewife made most women miserable. Dichter exploited their
misery by seeking to fill their anguished, barren lives with products. "Properly
manipulated ('if you are not afraid of that word,' he said), American housewives can be
given the sense of identity, purpose, creativity, the self-realization, even the sexual joy
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they lack--by the buying of things." (Ibid, para. 1, page 38)

So it was only a short step from making Mommy want to buy things to relieve the stress
and boredom of being a housewife to making Mommy's little girl want to buy Barbie
and all her pretty clothes and accessories, so she could play at being the independent
career girl that Mommy never got to be, but she still had a chance to become. After
interviewing hundreds of housewives and their little girls in the 8 to 13 age group,
Dichter came up with a marketing strategy for Mattel: Convince Mommy that the well-
groomed, well-dressed Barbie doll would be a good influence on her tomboyish
daughter, that acquiring a Barbie doll would teach her little roughneck to dress well, to
accessorize, to appeal to men in a more ladylike way as she grew old enough to care
what boys thought of her. So Barbie was marketed as a teenage fashion model,
making her official debut at the American Toy Fair in the winter of 1959 in her black-
and-white swimsuit and bushy blonde hairdo. By the summer of '59, the doll was flying
off the shelves of toyshops, and thus a star was born.

Barbie was given a steady boyfriend in 1961; like her, Ken was purchased in a
swimsuit. Like his girlfriend, he was also not anatomically correct. In fact, there were
initially three different versions of the Ken doll with "bumps" in the groin area of varying
sizes; small (you couldn't even see it), medium (you definitely noticed it), and large
enough to make Ken's gender unmistakable. Ruth and Charlotte, Barbie's co-creators,
initially wanted the Ken doll with the most realistic looking bulge, but the male
executives at Mattel were too embarrassed to release a male doll that actually looked
like a man. So they compromised by choosing the version with the medium-sized
bulge, modified to fit under his tiny tailored trousers, after rejecting the male executives
suggestion that he should have a permanent swimsuit painted on. Barbie's best friend
Midge came along in 1963; a freckle-faced, brown-haired girl who could wear Barbie's
clothes, but never with the same panache as Barbie. No, her reason for existence was
to be Barbie's faithful sidekick, Dr. Watson to her Sherlock Holmes, more comic relief
than competition. The following year Midge got a boyfriend named Allan and Barbie got
a little sister named Skipper.

Other toy companies tried in vain to make their own fashion dolls that would knock
Barbie off her pedestal; Ideal Toy & Novelty made Tammy, American Character Doll
Company made Tressy, and Remco created the entire Littlechap Family. But none of
these knockoffs could come close to matching Barbie's glamour and her allure as a
swinging single girl of the 60's. Tammy was a nice but boring doll based on Debbie
Reynold's character in a movie of the same name, about a simple country girl who
comes to the big city and wows men with her beauty, honesty and character. Tressy's
main attraction was her hair, which could be pulled in and out of her head like a tape
measure and made up into elaborate hairdos. When the beehive hairdo became
passé, so did she. And the Littlechap Family was a transparent attempt to push the
concept of the Nuclear Family on the American public, whose structure was slowly
changing as more and more women were forced to take jobs outside the home to
maintain the family's standard of living, making it all but impossible for them to
preserve the cherished male ideal of a wife and mother who only exists for and through
her husband and children.

Barbie's most serious competitor was Miss Seventeen, created by Louis Marx & Co.,
who actually copycatted the Handlers' idea by acquiring the rights to the German Lilli
doll and releasing their own version in America. Then on March 24, 1961, they had the
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nerve to sue Mattel for patent infringement. It seems that both Barbie and Miss
Seventeen had a leg joint that enabled them to sit down with their legs together rather
than spread apart, which I'm sure you'll agree is a useful feature on an adult fashion
doll. Anyway, Marx accused Mattel of ripping off the patent for this joint, as well as
copying the "form, posture, facial expression and novel overall…appearance" of the
Lilli doll, which they now owned, (Ibid, para. 1, page 59) while Mattel accused them of
conspiring with the Germans to market "an inferior doll in the United States of
confusingly similar appearance to Barbie". (Ibid, para. 2, page 59) After two years of
suing and countersuing, Judge Leon Yankwich handed down a "plague on both your
houses" ruling by dismissing both Mattel's and Marx's claims and counterclaims and
awarding no damages to either side, with each side to bear its own costs and
attorney's fees, and neither being allowed to reintroduce the suit. This wouldn't be the
last time Mattel was forced to defend Barbie's honor in court.

In 1970 she became "Living" Barbie with jointed ankles that allowed her feet to flatten
out, instead of being permanently on tiptoe so she could only wear high heels. Now
Barbie could stand on her own two feet and wear sensible shoes. Unfortunately, by
that time she had already acquired a reputation of being a ditzy glamour puss who lived
only for shopping and clothes, so she was rejected by feminists, along with Topper
Toys' Dawn, another glamour doll, and Ideal's Bizzie Lizzy, whose main accessories
were an iron and a mop; the feminists claimed that these dolls encouraged little girls
"to see themselves solely as mannequins, sex objects or housekeepers," as reported
by the New York Times after the Toy Fair in February 1972. As a result of this
rejection, "Living" Barbie soon went back on tiptoe and stayed there.

There have even been Black and Hispanic models , released in 1980. Black Barbie
was designed by Kitty Black Perkins, an African-American designer hired by Mattel in
1975. Her Barbie was considered more realistic-looking than the companion Hispanic
Barbie, released the same year. No one will take credit for this stereotypical-looking
chica, who comes dressed in a peasant blouse, a two-tiered skirt and a mantilla, even
a rose pinned at her neck. (At least they didn't put it in her teeth!) Don't the doll
designers at Mattel know that the Hispanic community is made up of more than
Mexicans? The Black Barbie is allowed to wear contemporary clothing, embellished
with African-style jewelry. Why doesn't Hispanic Barbie come dressed in authentic folk
costumes from the various ethnic groups that make up the Hispanic community:
Cuban, Puerto Rican, Dominican, etc.?

In the 45 years between the summer of '59 and the summer of '04, Barbie has
undergone a great many changes. Through all the changes in her looks and design,
Barbie has been all things to all people, especially women. Feminists deride her for
being a stereotypical female who teaches little girls that they are only valued for their
looks. Socialists use her as an example of the changing roles of women in Western
society, as she evolved from a teenage fashion model to an independent working
woman who could do any job a man did, and look good while doing it. Collectors hoard
her in all her incarnations, buying and selling her like any commodity as they attend
conventions devoted to Barbie and her fans that make Star Trek fans look like Kiwanis
Club Meetings. Artists have used her and Ken as examples of stereotypical gender
roles in Western society; while Islamic Fundamentalists banned her in Saudi Arabia
since 1995 to prevent the corruption of their little girls. At the beginning of every school
year, the religious police blanket the schools and streets with posters denouncing
Barbie for her "revealing clothes" and "shameful postures". Apparently they know
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nothing about child psychology, or they would know that this sort of approach only
makes children more eager to sample the "forbidden fruit".

The latest lawsuit Mattel has bought on behalf of Barbie's honor was in June of this
year. Photographer Tom Forsythe had to defend himself over a series of photos he had
taken known as "Food Chain Barbie", in which he used nude Barbie dolls in
provocative poses (nothing new there!) as well as parts of dinner entrees; wrapped in
tortillas, smothered in salsa, or baked in a casserole dish. Mattel lost that battle and
had to pay Forsythe $1.8 million dollars in legal fees and court costs. Forsythe
described his work as critical of "materialistic and gender-oppressive values", and the
judges agreed that he had a First Amendment right to parody Barbie.

While Mattel was busy defending its intellectual property (strange as it may seem to
associate Barbie with anything intellectual!), our gal was busy dumping good old Ken in
favor of a new heartthrob named Blaine, due to arrive on toy store shelves in August.
He's a surfer boy from Australia, whose favorite saying is "Dare me?" according to the
Mattel website. Let's see how long he lasts in Barbie's fickle affections before she
sheds him like an old outfit and moves on to a new conquest. 

Replies: 3 comments

Wow, there's an Anti-Barbie Club:

http://www.antibarbie.com/. I'm not making this up. I saw it on Yahoo.

Ginger

Posted by Ginger @ 08/28/2004 11:58 PM PST

LOL Funny how some things can come back to haunt you. I was interviewed (and am
quoted) in there. It's an interesting book although she definitely dwells on the seedier
side of doll collecting.

Posted by Jan Fennick @ 09/18/2004 11:52 PM PST

Now where can one go to find out if I have the prototype of prototypes I have been to
several diffrent auction houses and they have taken pictures after pictures only to no
avail,I am still and the lest in what's to say in dismay as to where and how someone as
myself can find out the if this doll i have is the first doll ever created!!!the real deal and
have her appraised,last but not lest get her to the person who has the whole collection
that has ever been made!! Possibly Barbara. my girlfriend who use to work in occupied
japan for a company that did patents and trademarks stated that the was in fact the
real macoy and that I should have her insured for a half a million dollars. I do know that
Phil Donahue had special show dedicated to Barbie and that they wheeled out a safe
as big as the stage and when they unlocked it , it had every doll that had ever been
made. this was in 1988 this is all I have been able to get on this story please take me
for real and only serious replies need respond, HELP ASAP..... in Arizona desperate in
the desert...

Posted by corrina @ 12/31/2004 11:41 PM PST

http://www.antibarbie.com/.
http://gingermayerson.com/
mailto:Arizonamaiden1964@yahoo.com
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Post Office
A Novel By Charles Bukowski

Published by Ecco Press

A review (of sorts) by Ginger Mayerson

Henry Chinaski is the spiritual father of Customers Suck.

From Part One:

I caught all this a she rushed at me. I was sliding the registered letter back into the
pouch.
She screamed, "Give me my letter!"
She grabbed the letter and ran to the door, opened it and ran in.
God damn! You couldn't come back without either the registered letter or a signature!
You even had to sign in and out with the things.
"HEY!" I went after her and jammed my foot into the door just in time.
"Go away! Go away! You're an evil man!"
"Look, lady! You've got to sign for that letter! I can't let you have it that way! You are
robbing the United States mails!"
"Go away, evil man!
I put all my weight against the door and pushed into the room. It was dark in there. All
the shades in the house were down.
"Either give me the letter back or sign for it." ... I showed her where to sign.
She handed back the pen... Then she was in front of the door, arms spread across.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0876850867/qid%3D1058333150/sr%3D2-1/gingermayerso-20
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0876850867/qid%3D1058333150/sr%3D2-1/gingermayerso-20
http://www.livejournal.com/~customerssuck
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The letter was on the floor. "Evil evil evil man! You came here to rape me!"
"Look lady, let me by." With one hand I tried to push her aside. She clawed one side of
my face, good. I dropped my bag, my cap fell off, and as I held a handkerchief to the
blood she came up and raked the other side. (pg 37)

So the next time you're having a bad day with a customer, I want you think of old Henry
Chinaski and ask yourself: What would Hank do?
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SpecWar

Not exactly reviewed by Ginger Mayerson

Sometimes, rarely, but sometimes I come across something that simply defies
Mayersonization and this time, it's SpecWar. Although I did like #8 (Pirates!), I just
couldn't connect enough with this comic to say, well, anything about it.

I originally thought it would be like the DARPA.gov website and be about, y'know,
speculative warfare, but it's not. I find the DARPA website rather scary; I'm a secretary
for a medical researcher so some of the concepts at DARPA are familiar, but designed
to kill, not heal. However, our lab is applying for a DoD grant in medicine (the healing
kind) and the online submission site is possibly even more scary than the DARPA site.
Leave it to the DoD... oh never mind.

Anyway, these comics (#2-8) are very well drawn and produced and even though I
didn't get it, I'm sending them to another J LHLS reviewer who might get it. I do have a
thought on the next comic convention Mr. Lauria (who was very charming to me)
attends, I think he might spruce up his booth or table with camouflage or bunting or
something; I recall it being rather plain. He might also see if the military will lend him
some guys and gals in uniform to talk to the potential customers. I mean, if he's at
CCSD next year, there's more military around there than you can shake a stick at.
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The Ballad of Sleeping Beauty
Writer: Gabriel Benson

Beckett Comics

Reviewed by Jane Seaton

Gabriel Benson crowds Hawthorne and Atiyeh's vividly realised Old West scenery with
people and plots we already know. Sure, there's Sleeping Beauty, but we've also met
the cynical, and irritatingly cryptic, old timer who educates the rube, we've heard the
night-before-the-hanging confessions, and we've dared to hope for the last-minute-
before-the-hanging rescues. We may not have shared ghost stories in the shadow of a
gallows, but we know the formula. And if we're not North Americans with wagon train
folklore flowing in our veins, we're familiar with it through the medium of film and TV,
and it resonates and enriches the Ballad of Sleeping Beauty so much that I was
surprised to pick up the comic again a few days after I first read it and find there were
only 24 fairly uncrowded pages.

This comic is a blend of good old wines poured into a new wineskin, and your reviewer
awaits issue #2 with eager anticipation, to see if anything is going to burst.

(Here at J LHLS World Headquarters, we just got a copy of Sleeping Beauty #2, thank
you Beckett Comics, and will be sending it to Jane ASAP. Ed)
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Prince Valiant Vol. 50
Vikings on the Isle of Man

Published by Fantagraphics

Reviewed by Chad Denton

Comics, especially the comics page of the Sunday newspaper, aren't exactly the most
diversified medium, but it's always seemed strange to me that historical stories haven't
made more of a splash with comics in any form. History is just one endless mine of
good stories and interesting characters, while the highly visual nature of comics would
lend itself well to a historic yarn. Maybe the thought of having to research the
architecture and costumes needed is too much for most artists, but, as people like
Jerry Bruckheimer demonstrate time and time and time again, historical accuracy
doesn't even rank twenty-seventh on many people's list of priorities.

"Prince Valiant," of course, is a big exception to all this. Well, actually, it's not history
per se. Everyone wears idealized medieval outfits or costumes that look late Roman.
The stories of "Prince Valiant," even when the characters do interact with the places
and forces that shaped that strange era just after the fall of the Western Roman
Empire, only claim to take legends as their main inspiration, and sometimes even the
canonical Arthurian legends don't quite jibe with what we read. Luckily, little of this
matters, as it's clear Foster is endlessly fascinated with both the legendary and the
historical, even though the former dominates. At any rate, Foster's attention to detail is
so exquisite that, indeed, even the most demanding history buff (such as myself) won't
be troubled by questions of accuracy. We're in Foster's own world, not our own.
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Volume 50, the last to be published by Fantagraphics' Classics line and the last drawn
by Hal Foster before his death, is a suitable finishing point. Oddly enough, Prince
Valiant shuns the spotlight here. Most of the stories revolve around the series' already
unwieldy supporting cast: Valiant's sons Galan and Arn, the Lady Aneta, Sir Gawain,
the Lady Enid, and, of course, King Arthur himself. The stories are just as diverse: a
simple tale of surival involving a hunting trip gone wrong; the title story, which has Arn
go undercover to find the plans of a group of Vikings who have settled on the Isle of
Man; Valiant being captured and sold into slavery; and finally a plot by Arthur's evil
brother (not son or nephew in Foster's stories) Mordred to poison Arthur and claim the
throne.

In this format, it's difficult to read "Prince Valiant" in one setting. The original strips
were usually five to nine panels in length, with the first one or two panels usually
devoted to providing exposition from the last strip, so it does seem a bit choppy. Also
there's little by way of transition between the central stories and, due to the strip's
nature, the focus feels as though it sometimes swings from character to character,
which can be a bit overwhelming given the size of the cast of "Prince Valiant" by this
volume.

Still, one can't help but be impressed by what Foster and his successors have
accomplished with the strict limitations of this medium. There's a cliffhanger for nearly
every strip and time is taken to actually provide meaningful character moments, like
Galan's first encounter with poverty, although, as mentioned before, we're not allowed
to linger on them. But Foster's art alone merits this and any volume a glance. Foster's
art has a rough but exquisitely detailed and realistic quality that matches its subject
matter perfectly. One particular highlight is a highlight showing a looted ship, depicting
both the carnage and the victors grimly setting about the task of stripping the ship of
goods.

Most likely only those interested in "Prince Valiant" to begin with would be interested in
this and other volumes, but just a glimpse should be enough to prove that "Prince
Valiant" is still one of the most unique and best things to come out of the comics page.
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Comic con 2004 swag:
REVIEWED "House of Reeds", Thomas Harlan, www.throneworld.com; 
"Tex", Mike Wellman et al.,Political satire, includes CD, www.bushcomic.com; 
REVIEWED "Gone South" 1 and 2, Mike Wellman et al.,Yankee vampire gals in the
deep South, http://www.angelfire.com/ca6/pinballcomics/atomicbasement.html. There
was a major art shift in this duo. If this were a film, it would look like William Wyler
directed the first one and Ingmar Bergman directed the second. 
"B.A.B.E.Force", "Jurassic Trailer Park" and Free Comic book day book,
http://forcewerks.com/fwpublish.html; 
REVIEWED "Specwar" 2-8, Frank A. Lauria, Warfare comic, http://peterfour.com. (I've
no idea what's on this site because I'm on dial-up); 
Family Reunion, Sean Steward and Steve Lieber. Based on characters from the novel
"Perfect Circle", http://www.unrewarding.com/steve/; 
REVIEWED "Wanted - Death Row Edition", Top Cow, Mark Millar et al.,
http://topcow.com/. (Top Cow's site hates dial-up, too); 
REVIEWED "Same Difference and Other Stories", Derek Kirk Kim. Top Shelf,
http://topshelfcomix.com/, (just won an Eisner); 
REVIEWED "Carnet De Voyage", Craig Thompson. Top Shelf,
http://topshelfcomix.com/. (just won an Eisner); 
REVIEWED "The Collected Gothic Nights", David Barbour et al., Rebel Studios. Quite
a lot for the Vampire/Werewolf porn aficionado in this floppy. I dunno, see if you can
google a webpage for this thing. 
REVIEWED "Bikini Automatic" #4, Ken and Maggie Wright. This little comic is a riot. I
managed to miss it at APE, but I'm glad I found it at Comic Con.
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http://kenwrightonline.com; 
"Vice", Anson Jew, http://www.satnitesite.8k.com/news.html; 
REVIEWED "Between the Cracks", Harris O'Malley,
http://www.studiounderhill.com/comics.html; 
REVIEWED "Berserker: The Wild Hunt", Jens Altmann,
http://www.studiounderhill.com/comics.html.
Stay tuned for reviews!
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Deficiency
By Andrew Neiderman

This edition: Mass Market Paperback
Pub. Date: 08/2004
ISBN: 0743483219
List Price: $7.99

Reviewed by Jessica Groper

This review contains details of plot and character; please proceed at your own risk.
Thank you.

In 1997, Andrew Neiderman hit the jackpot when his book The Devil's Advocate was
made into a movie starring Keanu Reeves and Al Pacino. His newest book is called
Deficiency, and I couldn't help thinking that Neiderman wrote this book with the hopes
that it would also make the transition from page to screen. Deficiency tells the story of a
young doctor, Terri, who finds herself in the middle of a mysterious rash of
unexplainable deaths. Only just established in her own practice, Terri finds herself
trying to treat patients who are dying of severe vitamin deficiencies. A young woman
who was healthy and active in the morning shows up in the E.R. with an extreme case
of scurvy that turns fatal before her complete lack of vitamin C can be corrected. Terri
is confused and alarmed as similar deaths occur in her small upstate New York town.
With no medical explanation for how these deaths could have been caused, Terri can't
help questioning her own skills as a doctor. Meanwhile, the perpetrator of these attacks
settles into the sleepy town to enjoy the easy pickings. His victims are all women that
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he lured with his extraordinary good looks and his almost hypnotic charm. The manner
in which this character sucks the life out of his victims is never completely explained,
but it involves supernatural sex. After each supernatural sexual encounter, the
unnamed character revels in his godlike appearance and strength. But as his periods
of weakness grow closer together and more frequent, he begins to question his
existence. He does not know where he comes from or how he came to be. He has
trouble remembering events in the recent past and yet, a nagging feeling tells him that
he is being pursued and must continue moving. It turns out one of his pursuers is the
FBI, and as Terri gets drawn further into the case she learns about the mystery man in
her community. Is he responsible for these deaths? How does he commit them? Is he
schizophrenic; alternately committing the crimes and then trying to solve them?

This book could easily find its way into your local Cineplex, so much about it is visual.
The chiseled perfection of the killer's face and physique, the passionate sex scenes
that turn into murders are very Basic Instinct, and scenes late into the book involve
mistaken identity and the confusion of two identical men (hint: there's cloning involved).
One climactic scene involves a man and his clone confronting each other and then
fighting to the death. This is a moment that has little to no impact on the page since the
readers has to imagine the mirror images savagely attacking and clinging to each
other. But, it could be made very dramatic on screen where the audience wouldn't be
able to tell which man survived until an essential clue was revealed. Unfortunately, the
story told in this book is not very compelling. There's sex, murder, mystery, covert
government funding of bad science, danger, and romance; but none of it really grabs
your attention. Terri's lawyer fiancé is so unsympathetic that I kept hoping the murderer
would change his modus operandi and kill a man for once. Terri's medical knowledge
allows Neiderman to display all the research he did on diseases caused by medical
deficiencies; but the passages detailing these diseases and their cures are way too
long and unnecessary. But, considering the pomp with which this book is being
presented to the world, the publishers went so far as to offer me an interview with
Neiderman, there are definitely hopes riding on this book. And who knows, maybe
what didn't make a good book will make a good movie. It just seems a shame that
Neiderman couldn't skip the middle step and go straight to writing screenplays.
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Wither's Legacy
A Wendy Ward Novel

By John Passarella
This edition: Mass Market Paperback
Pub. Date: 10/2004
ISBN: 0743484797
List Price: $7.99

Reviewed by Jessica Groper

This review contains details of plot and character; please proceed at your own risk.
Thank you.

Let's say I'm a writer. I want to write a supernatural novel. I create my characters and
my plot and it all goes well. I get published and a good response that merits my writing
a second book about the same characters. Assuming the publishers and readers are
still pleased, I am now poised on the brink of turning my supernatural novel into a
series of supernatural novels. I can only guess that this is roughly the way John
Passarella came to produce Wither's Legacy, the third book in his Wendy Ward series.
Unfortunately Passarella seems to have gotten lost in his pursuit of the supernatural
series and lost sight of the individual novel he was creating.

Because I had not read the first two books in this series I was worried that I wouldn't be
able to follow the plot. Not to worry, Passarella and his characters rehash the past for a
good two thirds of the entire book. The young Wiccan, Wendy Ward and her posse of
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friends: Kayla, Hannah, Alex, and Abby have all been deeply traumatized by their
narrow escapes from the dark magical forces that keep popping up around them. All of
the evil schemes by Wendy's arch nemesis the witch Wither are retold as each
character deals with his or her own emotional and physical scars. The characters are
so self-involved that it is only halfway through the book that Wendy even realizes she is
being hunted by a demon and that her life and the lives of many others are again at
stake.

A demon? Well, yes, of course. Apparently in the second book Wendy managed to kill
Wither; so the series needed a new bad guy. With her dying breath Wither cursed
Wendy and summoned a demon to rise up and kill her. The readers get to enjoy
watching this demon awaken and begin its pursuit of Wendy, in between scenes of a
completely clueless Wendy still feeling guilty about the death of her parents, the
trouble she's brought into her friends' lives, and all sorts of other worries. Eventually
the mysterious creature is identified as a wendigo - some sort of snow demon. While it
is tracking Wendy it has flashbacks to its previous incarnation as a French Trapper in
the unsettled American frontier. The wendigo is merciless and terrible, definitely the
enemy of our heroes, so why Passarella took the time to give it a history is really
beyond me. Perhaps it's just another character who has suffered trauma and must
spend this book mourning what it once was.

It is only in the last one hundred pages of the book that we finally get some action. The
wendigo finally arrives and makes its attack. Wendy's magical skills are put to the test
and once again she must protect her friends from danger. Of course not everyone can
survive. Fortunately the main characters manage to escape death and the casualties
offer more guilt-ridden trauma to haunt their loved ones. At the same time, Wendy is
able to face some of her pain and move past the depression that has been plaguing
her, and the reader, for the whole book. Unfortunately Wither's curse demands
Wendy's death, so no one can rest easy, even with the wendigo dead. There's also a
section of the book in which Wendy finds an ancient journal kept by Wither. The journal
does not seem to offer any important information, but surely its inclusion in this book
isn't accidental. As the writer of a series of supernatural novels knows: it's important to
tie your current book back to its predecessors so that the plot makes sense, and tie it to
your future books so that readers will want to buy the next one. Unfortunately, this
writer didn't pay enough attention to making his third novel in the series very
interesting. It is not capable of standing alone as a good book. By reading all of John
Passerella's Wither's Legacy, I feel that I know enough about what has happened that I
don't need to read his first two books, and I can guess enough about the plots of future
books that I don't want to read them.

Replies: 1 Comment

I really like Wither & Wither's Rain and i highly doubt that your review is correct for the
larger percentile of readers.

From early sneak-peaks i've being dying to read this book as have many other readers
and i know this as a fact.

Obviously, this review will be outnumbered by positive reviews in the near future.

Posted by Chris Cudbertson @ 07/27/2004 03:02 AM PST
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Marvel Age Spider-Man #5
Plot by Stan Lee & Steve Ditko
Script by Daniel Quantz
Penciled by Jonboy Meyers & Mark Brooks
Covers by Mark Brooks
“Who is Dr. Curt Connors, and what has he done to
lure Peter Parker and J. Jonah Jameson to the
darkest corners of the Florida Everglades? What
secrets lurk in this alien landscape? MARVEL AGE
continues to thrill as Spider-Man battles the Lizard
in their unforgettable first encounter! Plus: One of
Spider-Man's original nemeses returns! The Vulture
is back, and he's looking for revenge!”
32 pages, $2.25
Issue #5 UPC: 5960605505-00511

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

NB: The image you see here is the interior first
page of the comic. Marvel doesn’t have the cover
up at their website, despite the fact that the thing

came out on June 2, 2004, and they didn’t include the cover in the pdf I got to review.
So I saved this image for you, dear reader, as it is crucial to my revessay.

Review: Steve Ditko never drew Spider-Man with a basket like this. I mean, look at this

http://www.marvel.com/catalog/showcomic.htm?id=1589&format=comic
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.marvel.com/catalog/showcomic.htm?id=1589&format=comic
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thing! He’s got an armadillo in his trousers! Let me assure you that the art continues in
this vein, so to speak. Peter Parker is hung like a horse.

I mention this because 1) how can you not notice it??!? and 2) it exemplifies the
ridiculous updating of these scripts, which were written nigh on forty years ago. I
understand the concept behind the “Marvel Age” comics and, like communism, it
sounds good on paper – let new artists loose on classic plots, give the kids a chance to
see what it was like in the Silver Age, retell milestones in the Marvel Universe.
Unfortunately the executions do not live up to the spirit of the endeavor. I’m not familiar
with the artists in this issue, but I can tell you that I don’t like what they’ve done here.
Besides his over-obvious endowment, Spidey in costume is too ripped and bony; out
of costume, PP and the rest of the humans look like crosses between anime and CGI –
very, very cartoony. Not comic-book cartoony, but television cartoony. And maybe
that’s the goal – to make it look like a TV show or video game. The Lizard is suitably
monstrous, but Curt Connors resembles a mean scarecrow.

And – OK, I know who the target audience is, but please – could Marvel stop artists
from drawing all the women like models? Even Betty Brant looks like she just stepped
off the runway.

This got me thinking about the legal and artistic ramifications of the “Marvel Age” gigs.
Do Lee and Ditko get money for this? What do they think about their work being
reinterpreted? Lee probably doesn’t care (hell, it was probably his idea), but Ditko is
one of those Ayn Rand adherents and I think he would be offended by attempts to
“improve” on the original. Or maybe he’s washed his hands of the whole thing. It’s
Hollywood, right? No original movies, just remakes of movies that aren’t even ten
years old, in some cases. Eventually, there will be no new content. Some people are
saying we’re already there, but I buy independent comics and I disagree.

Also, I didn’t see no Vulture in this issue. Maybe next time, eh?

PS. Just for comparison, I found a scan of the
original first page art for this story, from Spider-Man
#6, published in 1963. I recommend you buy The
Essential Spider-Man, Vol 1, and lose yourself in
the glory of Lee and Ditko.

PPS. Spidey wins and turns Mr. Lizard back into a
guy. Are you surprised? 

Replies: 1 Comment

BUWHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHA!
Wheeeeeeze. Man alive, LS, you're the queen of
the revessay!

By the way, this months Harpers has a huge-ish
(though not as big as that basket) review of three
(or four) books on silver age comics. Worth reading
and, being Harpers, worth buying a copy.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0785109889/qid%3D1090432849/sr%3D2-2/gingermayerso-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0785109889/qid%3D1090432849/sr%3D2-2/gingermayerso-20
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Yours in total awe.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 07/22/2004 12:14 PM PST
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The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 4

This issue of the Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society is dedicated to William
Benson.
Editorial
by Ginger Mayerson
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From the eleventh century onwards, foreign invasions into Northern India and Punjab
caused the gradual disintegration of the fabric of the society, its law and order, and the
political traditions of its people. It was a nasty blow to the society at large and its
cultural traditions.
A Brief History of Punjabi Poetry
By Durlabh Singh
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Every other Monday
Moonlighting
By William Benson
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In six weeks or so I'll be forty-one years of age. This is not a matter of grave
importance, or a substantive statement toward my own value as a human. But, this
gateway does usher in an epiphany of sorts for me as mother, wife, daughter, and
female.
Zen and Zoom
By Kathy LaFollett
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The doctor will see you soon
The Doctor Will See You
By Robert Tribble
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There are arguments now being advanced for making cloning (and other high tech
reproductive interventions) illegal.
Sermitorial
By Jane Seaton
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I began that day as all serious authors begin their days: I brewed some coffee then
lunged at the computer to check my Amazon.com sales rank.
I Was Stalked on Amazon.com
By Allison Burnett
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The biggest danger facing the U.S. right now is ignorance. Ignorance and apathy. This
administration is screwing this country over for years and years to come and so many
people have the attitude that it is treasonous to disagree with our government's shady-
assed behavior. It's absurd. People are slowly waking up, though.
An Interview with Keith Knight
By Ginger Mayerson and Laurel Sutton

Replies: 1 Comment

Great to read about our man Keef! The only 
thing missing in the interview was a picture of a sheep.

Onward with the Sign of the Black Marker!

Tim.

Posted by Tim Blackmore @ 10/04/2004 05:22 PM PST
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Canvas
by Alex Fellows

Fantagraphics Books

Reviewed by Jane Seaton

I wonder if Mrs Kent Sr buys superhero comics for those bittersweet moments when
you recognise yourself in a story. 'That's SO what it feels like to be Superman's mom!'.
After all, you can't share those self doubts, those little guilt trips, with your girlfriends
when your son's big secret is that big. You'd need make contact with some comic
writers if you wanted a friend who really understood.

But I'm going to have to revise my long held assumptions about graphic novels. It's no
longer about battling Evil, saving the American Way of Life and having a space capsule
buried under your barn. 'Canvas' is firmly set in the kind of world I inhabit, drinking in
the kitchen while my children party. It's also a novel dealing with parental angst and
teenage alienation that is more powerful because it packs the narrative into a graphic
format. By the end, I was barely registering that the heroine's parents are a pig and a
frog. Or is he a frog? He looks more like a trash can to me. Maybe this is a novel about
parental alienation and teenage angst. Maybe Fellows is simply using the conventions
of fairy tales in a new format.

Canvas (no, I don't know why she's called that, but the author's online strip is called
'Blank Slate' - draw your own conclusions) is on the other side of the teenage fault line
from her oh-so-normal pig-and-frog parents, but using light touches, Fellows leaves us
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http://liheliso.org/
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in no doubt that Canvas is her parent's daughter. He makes and breaks connections
between all his characters with great economy, and Canvas struggles in the shifting
web. The adult (and sub-adult) world at once fascinates and repels her, while
childhood still seems, like a warm sleeping bag or a trashed bedroom, a nice place to
be - sometimes.

When another emotional and experiential gulf threatens to open between Canvas and
her friend Alison , she panics and takes uncharacteristically decisive action. Since this
is a 'graphic novel', the action was graphic too. It took me a moment to adjust my
expectations and decide that the explicit illustration is justified. Canvas is coming to
terms with her body, with other bodies, and with a shift in her perceptions as she too
moves across the fault line into adulthood.
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The Classic Pinup Art of Jack Cole
Edited by Alex Chun

Publisher: Fantagraphics Books
Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

I own a nice collection of art books representing talent from comics, graphic novels,
magazines and fine art. Until recently I never realized that every artist I’ve chosen
creates nothing but the exaggerated female form. Frazetta, Bizley, Ward, Mozert,
Madureira and others grace my library shelves. As of this month, Jack Cole joins the
grouping. I met Jack Cole at the tender age of 11 (if I remember right). I found a hidden
stash of Playboy magazines in the basement, curiosity drove me to see what was
behind the cover as I stumbled onto his drawings. These were old magazines and at
the time I had no idea what they were FOR, but the cartoons struck hard and I just
looked at the lines in wonderment. I ignored the jokes, mostly because I didn’t get the
jokes. And I didn’t bother with the rest, because as a little girl, that was a bit WEIRD.
Not too long after my discovery, the magazines disappeared. And I never saw Jack
Cole again until I was old enough to seek his work out on my own.

The most striking part of this publication is the fact that historical background and
biography is short, to the point and at the front of the book. 80% of the book is devoted
strictly to Jack’s art. I appreciate that. Mr. Cole’s life ends by his own hands abruptly
and at the epoch of his career in ’58. He was a young man who only shared his last
thoughts with two people, his wife and Hugh Hefner. Alas, natural genius and talent
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seems to be joined hand in hand with personal turmoil. The biography is clear and well
written, simplistic with no storytelling attached. I appreciate that. Once given the
chance to “get to know” the artist the reader is allowed to spend the rest of the book’s
time on “getting to know the artist’s art”. And it is a joy. Printed on semi glossy paper
the black and white washes and line art jump out with fresh verve and intent. Binding
and inner cover graphics are simple without a lot of fanfare. I found myself drawn to
the inner graphics of scanned images of Jack’s scribbles and notes on an envelope.
Some of the artwork features hand written “liners” rather than typed font. I believe the
tone, feel, and layout of this publication reflects the artist very well.

There is sweetness to his humor. It is quite charming to be sitting in 2004 reading sexy
gender humor of 1950ish. What was audacious then is absolute puritan now.
Stereotypical assumptions and male body preferences haven’t changed these last 50
years or so, though. Simplistic, large breasted women seeking wealthy men of any age
to pay their way through life, seems to be the flavor running through Jack’s humor. The
men don’t necessarily seem to mind in his single pane moments. There is a reciprocal
knowledge between male and female contained in his art and humor. Knowledge by
the women that yes, the men NEED and WANT to look and touch and knowledge by
the men that the women know it, and they’ll have to come up with some tricks to get
that objective. Hence, Jack avails an infinite well of humor. There are a number of
pieces though that transcend the gender play and go to the heart of human interaction.
Couple those with Jack Cole’s art and you find the era’s standard bearer of pinup art
and humor. Cole is at his best. 

The reader is also introduced to his early works, attempts at comic art, and a
newspaper comic strip. Jack was a man of many trades and obviously a master of all.

“The Classic Pinup Art of Jack Cole” is an essential addition to any collector who
wishes to represent that era’s female found in art and humor. Jack Cole succinctly, with
tongue-in-cheek and India Ink in hand lays out the female plight and the male’s hidden
dreams of the 50’s. And really, when we get right down to it, the more things change,
the more they stay the same.
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The Great Comic Book Heroes
By Jules Feiffer

Fantagraphics

Reviewed by Kathryn L. Ramage

Fantagraphics has reprinted this 1965 essay in which Jules Feiffer - novelist,
screenwriter, and long-time cartoonist for The Village Voice - looks back on the classic
comic books of the 1930s and '40s that inspired his early love of the cartoon art and
set him on first steps toward his own career.

Separate chapters are dedicated to the major superheroes of the era: Superman,
Superman's clones (particularly Captain Marvel), Batman, the Spirit. Feiffer also looks
briefly at the super-patriotic comics published during World War II, recalls his own
early jobs in the shlock comic houses, and comments on Frederic Wertham's
Seduction of the Innocent. (That 1954 book that decried the violence and sexual
content in comic books; it was Wertham who first publicized the theory that Batman
and Robin were a homosexual fantasy - as if it were a bad thing - and his work
instigated the Comics Production Code, which cleaned up and, some say, gutted the
comic book industry.) Superman is Feiffer's declared favorite, and it shows. I found
Feiffer's insights into the appeal of the all-powerful Superman for an essentially
powerless child to be one of the most interesting sections of the essay; in particular,
his examination of Superman's psyche regarding the choice of alter-ago Clark Kent
and Superman/Clark's relationship with Lois Lane was fascinating. I would love to
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quote this entire passage, but since runs for several pages, I will have to content
myself with just a sample:

"It seems that among Lois Lane, Clark Kent, and Superman there existed a schizoid
and chaste menage a trios. Clark Kent loved but felt abashed with Lois Lane;
Superman saved Lois Lane when she was in trouble, found her a pest the rest of the
time. Since Superman and Clark Kent were the same person this behavior demands
explanation. It can't be that Kent wanted Lois to respect him for himself, since himself
was Superman. Then, it appears he wanted Lois to respect him for his fake self, to love
him when he acted the coward, to be there when he pretended he needed her."

Feiffer writes from two points of view throughout the essay: as the grown-up,
professional cartoonist, and as the comic-book-loving child-that-was. The professional
cartoonist notes with great appreciation the "crude and vigorous," drawing styles of
Superman's Joe Schuster and Batman's Bob Kane, which created effective images
with just a few dashes of ink, as opposed to the slicker art and more polished
draftsmanship of later comic-book eras. The child-that-was looks affectionately back at
the impression these comics made upon his childhood, recalling the powerful appeal of
this type of "junk" (a term that Feiffer argues in favor of with regard to comic books: "I
know it's junk, but I like it."), and why it played so crucial a part in his early fantasy life.

I was a little disappointed to find that there is no mention at all of the Marvel Comics of
my own childhood - Spiderman, the Fantastic Four, the Hulk - which were only just
beginning at the time this essay was originally published. They are presumably a
product of that slicker, post-Code era that Pfeiffer alludes to, and I would have liked to
learn how he viewed them when they were the newest comic wave.

According to a foreword by the editor, the essay was originally published with 127
pages of examples of the comics Fieffer discusses. These are gone from this reprint,
but single-panel illustrations from comics of the era are scattered throughout the text to
illustrate Fieffer's point, or to provide an ironic counterpoint (I was especially amused,
for example, by some of the possibly homoerotic images of Batman and Robin, or of
Wonder Women facing feminine foes that accompany the Wertham-related section).
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Y, The Last Man, Trades 1-3
Publisher: DC Comics

Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

"It’s the Women, Y.”

I highly recommend you read Ginger’s excellent review along with mine of this series.
Y All the Misogyny in "Y, The Last Man"?

I love roller coasters. I love them because I KNOW they will scare me, I KNOW they
will make me feel like I’m going to drop out of the sky, I KNOW they are faster than I
like to go, I KNOW they are loopier and zigzaggier than I like to go, and most of all I
KNOW it’s just a ride that was built specifically for that purpose and the feelings are
real, but the outcome will never be; My death from riding one.

And so it is with “Y, The Last Man”.

The series isn’t about Yorick but rather a female society left with no other way to
continue the race outside of the hiccup found in the middle of the plague; Yorick. He
didn’t die, and neither did his monkey, Ampersand. Y, you ask? We aren’t told by the
end of issue 3; bummer, too, because I have some ideas and thoughts to the matter.
But I digress.
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There is a Mad Max current running through this series, and I LIKE IT; ALOT. The
edge could be construed as misogyny, but I choose to not see it that way, but to take it
for what it is, male writers given a budget and talent to create this series. Screw it. I
don’t take men too seriously, I’m not going to take one of their publications too
seriously either. I’ve chosen to roll with it, and it’s a GREAT ride.

I dated a guy like Yorick back in High School. Always walked around with a half smirk
on his face, like he knew something no one else in the world knew. A dry humor
wrapped in a nice package. He had an unusual talent as well; he was a self proclaimed
actor. Our Yorick, is a self proclaimed escape artist and magician. This comes in handy
at times when different groups of women try to tie him up, handcuff him, or lock him up.
He won’t stay put, and they are relentless in pursuit. Which now that I come to think of
it, is and always will be a general wet dream of young men; women chasing and
wanting them 24/7. But I digress.

Yorick has mommy issues. Mommy is Hillary Clinton (or a reasonable facsimile
thereof,) and offers little to no mothering type of love. Yorick has a sister who turns
rather angst after the death of all the men. She doesn’t realize Yorick made it through
the male die-off and actually hunts him down not knowing the “he” is HIM until it’s a bit
too late. She seems to have serious issues about herself and her own worth in a pre
and post male die-off world. She ends up joining an interesting troupe of gals post
male die-off and works hard to earn her way to Number 2 status.

Ampersand is a monkey Yorick had adopted and volunteered to train to help physically
handicapped people. He is now also Yorick’s pet and fellow Y Chromosome survivor.
Forget the fact that laymen cannot train monkey’s for that type of life work. He did it
because he’s underemployed and bored. I know A LOT of young men who adopt and
train monkeys when they are bored. They are all monkey lovers, and they all spank
their monkey. But see, that’s the beauty of “Y, the Last Man.”. The nonsensical nature
of linear thought and outline demands the reader acknowledge that the series is off the
wall and totally GRAPHIC NOVEL…novel. It’s quirky, silly, presumptuous, sexy, ugly,
vile, demanding, funny, well written, funky, macabre, sentimental, irreverent, stupid,
smart, and artistically outstanding pulp fiction!

”Y, the Last Man” is everything a comic book is supposed to be, and nothing like the
real world WOULD be. And damnit, as a highly educated, strong, male loving female, I
LOVE THIS SERIES.

I’m not sure if I’ll see the movie; probably not. I do NOT want to take visuals from a
movie through the series as I read it. I want the art to support the copy to support the
story. I don’t need some Hollywood intrusion on my mind’s eye. I will collect this series
for my personal library, and am VERY much looking forward to #4. I was honestly let
down when I came to the end of #3 knowing there was no more.

I’ve been waiting for a series like this for the last 10 years. Yorick…I luv ya, man.

January 19, 2006: Comments are open until the comment spam becomes unbearable.
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Me and Edith Head
By Sara Ryan and Steve Lieber

16 pages, $2.00 (you can pay by Paypal!)
Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

If you go to the website for this little book you will see all sorts of rave reviews. What
else can I add to that? I agree wholeheartedly. The story, about a positive change of
direction in a young woman's life, is beautifully and succinctly told, with pain leavened
by humor, and more than one lesson learned. The art is comic-booky but not
unrealistic, with a lot of details that add texture. Wouldn't it be great if life was really like
this – that in your adolescent years someone reassured you it would get better, and
that you, yes you, could make it better? Maybe this story will inspire us all to reassure
someone, and give them hope beyond high school.
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Star Trek: Strange New Worlds VII
Edited by Dean Wesley Smith
Published by Pocket Books
304 pages; $14.95
ISBN: 074348780X

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Summary: Fanfic becomes profic. Again.

Review: What's the difference between fanfic and profic, anyway? Is it just that you get
paid for one and not the other? It can't be the quality of the writing; I've read lots of
horrible profic and lots of incredible fanfic. It must be the blessing of John Ordover, who
has long been in charge of the SNW collections: he raiseth his hand and behold! Fanfic
is transubstantiated into profic! And Paramount owns the rights to it, throughout the
universe and in perpetuity!

That, to me, is the most offensive thing about the SNW contests: all entries – that's
entries mind you, not just the winners – become the property of Paraborg. In my mind,
this translates into them stealing your ideas for use in future profic novels. Am I
paranoid? I have advised friends against sending in entries to SNW because of this.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/074348780X/qid%3D1088911602/sr%3D8-1
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/074348780X/qid%3D1088911602/sr%3D8-1


Archived Entry - 07/03/2004: "Trek book review: Strange New Worlds"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000128.htm[4/27/2019 3:38:04 PM]

Anyway, there are enough people who want to be published and are willing to give up
ownership to keep this part of the franchise going. Not having read a volume of this
stuff since it was called "The New Voyages" and edited by those two fun-loving slashy
gals, Sondra Marshak and Myrna Culbreath, I was interested to see that there were
stories from all the series, including Enterprise. I guess it was a good idea at the time,
but it turned out to mean that they had to publish something for every series, no matter
the quality. So, here's the scorecard:

TOS: 7 stories, most of them very good. The best one is about Elaan of Troyius, called
"Obligations Discharged". I take issue with the first story, "A Test of Character", which
gives us a version of how Kirk cheated on the Kobayashi Maru. It's like this:

Kirk: Damn, I've taken this test twice and failed. Me! I know, I'll sneak in when no one's
here and change the programming with an old Yanni CD. Wonder where Security is?
[Next day he beats the test]
Admiral: KIRK! IN MY OFFICE NOW!
[Kirk stands at attention, smirking]
Admiral: Why did you do it, cadet? You know I could throw you out for this.
Kirk: Risk is our business. And I don't like to lose.
Admiral: You bet. One hundred pushups, and I'll see you in class tomorrow.

My point is that this story treats a very important event in Kirk's life rather shallowly. I
have read better fanfic versions, and I'll be happy to point you to them if you email me.
Moving along:

TNG: 6 stories, one of which wins the Grand Prize. There's way too much crossover
stuff here, and a story about Harriman? Are we not grasping at straws? I did like the
one about Captain Bateman of the Bozeman (played by Kelsey Grammer).

DS9: Two stories, both about Quark. Sigh.

Voyager: All 4 of these stories suck. Sorry, had to say it. One of them is based on the
last ep, which I have on tape and never watched (although I have heard about the
Pythonesque dismemberment of the Borg Queen), and so it made no sense to me at
all.

Enterprise: 1 story and it was OK, I guess. I find it hard to believe that caffeine is the
strongest stimulant on the Enterprise.

There is one more section, called "Speculations", which has 3 stories that are much
better. The best one is about Horta! Yay! Go Horta! It name-checks every minor
character ever, seemingly. Why aren't there more Horta stories? We even get Horta vs.
Armus, the Skin of Evil what killed Tasha Yar way back when! I'd buy a book that was
nothing but Horta stories, believe me. Horta and Vorta. Now there's a snappy
combination. That Jeffrey Combs is something to look at. More Weyoun fic!

Well, I seem to have strayed from the book a bit – no matter. They'll keep pumping out
these books as long as there are fic writers, which means forever. One suggestion to
Paramount: Could you please include an appendix with these suckers that lists all the
references? I think it is too much to ask of your readers that they know every character
and every plot line in every series. Some of us do have lives outside of Trek, you know.
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Replies: 3 comments

Horta and Vorta. Now there's a snappy combination. That Jeffrey Combs is something
to look at. More Weyoun fic! Wheee! I second that!

Some of us do have lives outside of Trek, you know. ShhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhHHH!

Great review in the best revessay tradition. I salute you, L.

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 07/04/2004 10:24 AM PST

Fanfic becomes profic? You mean, you can get paid for doing what you love to do? But
that's what I've been trying to do for years by writing fanfic! I thought I was rehearsing
for the day when I'd write a "real" Star Trek novel! And all this time, I could have broken
through by submitting to SNW? GR-R-R-R!
Hell hath no fury like a disillusioned Star Trek fan!

Just for that, I'm going to keep on writing fanfic and thumbing my nose at the suits at
Paramount/Viacom. Why should they get fat off my labor?

Posted by Ida Vega-Landow @ 07/21/2004 01:24 PM PST

Interestingly enough, I first heard about the Strange New Worlds competition when
someone very much like you spammed every fanfic venue they could find. They
warned that the Paramount legal department was planning to sue all fanfic writers for
copyright infringement. Due to little known publishing laws, they could seize any
property you owned. Their underhanded plan for developing a database of fanfic
writers was to stage a fake "contest" to lure us all into submitting stories -- evidence of
our crime -- with our names and addresses.

In the first place, there is no such law giving owners of copyrights the power to seize
property. In the second place, as long as you are not trying to make a profit from your
writing, or getting money by passing yourself off as the official representative of the
people who own Star Trek, nobody cares.

And as for people stealing ideas: why? What makes a story is not the idea. The idea is
five, maybe ten, percent of the story. (Story idea: Girl meets boy, they think they hate
each other, they conflict, realize they love each other but must struggle to overcome
problems, eventually succeed. How big is the romance section at the used book store?
Every novel there is based on the same idea. How the idea is presented makes the
difference.) Everyone has hundreds, even thousands of great ideas for stories. If you're
halfway aware of your surroundings it's impossible not to.

That phrase I used in the second paragraph, "people who own Star Trek," is important.
Every bit of Star Trek fiction is owned by Paramount. Every novel, every short story,
every movie. A "real" Star Trek novelist is paid a flat fee for her writing; she retains no
legal right to anything she has written. That includes the original proposal, the sales
pitch the writer makes to be awarded the contract to write the novel. There's nothing
nefarious about everything submitted being the property of Paramount. When you are
writing stories using intellectual property owned by another, that's how the business
works.

Another aspect of using intellectual property owned by another is that you have to play

mailto:vulcanbychoice@yahoo.com
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by their rules. Nothing you write can contradict what is established on screen. No
graphic sex; no graphic violence. A key element of your story must be something
recognizably Star Trek, whether it's a Borg on Risa, a redshirt on an away mission, or a
wino on the streets of "The City on the Edge of Forever."

In fanfic there are no rules. You can write about Kirk and Spock both falling madly in
love with you. You can kill off Seven of Nine and bring back Kes. You can explore Worf
and Riker's secret love affair, have Kira break up the O'Brien's marriage and reveal
that Hoshi is the Go'ould Isis.

I have heard it argued that the rules are restrictive and it's more fun to write without
them. To me --paraphrasing Robert Frost -- ignoring the rules is like playing tennis
without a net. Sure, it's easier, there's less pressure to conform to objective standards,
but is it as challenging, as satisfying? Have you accomplished as much? If it is,
wonderful; write fanfic. For me it is not. When I learned there was a higher standard to
which I could aspire, I strove to reach it.

I was too late to get a story in to that first contest. I tried every year after that. In all,
between SNW2 and SNW7, I submitted thirty-six stories. In the process I became a
better writer: my stories tauter and more focused; my use of language more sure and
accurate. I also became more professional in my attitude, learning what I could from
other writers, studying stories to see what techniques the author used to tell their tale
effectively, and learning to take and use the insights -- and criticisms -- of others.

In its first year, two thousand stories were submitted to Strange New Worlds. In the
years since, the average has been closer to four thousand a year. Each year's
anthology has up to twenty-three stories in it; the top three prize winners and up to
twenty runners-up. Some years there have been as few as nineteen stories in the
anthology because -- out of the thousands submitted -- there were not twenty-three
stories worthy to make the cut.

And what sort of stories do get in? "Isolation Ward 4" in SNW4 was nominated --
though it didn't make the final ballot -- for a Nebula award. "Whatever You Do, Don't
Read This Story" in SNW3 tells with powerful imagery one of the most original ideas in
fiction. Though every story will not appeal to every reader, in every volume there have
been gems of Trek writing; fresh and original voices. It's not at all surprising that writers
like Dayton Ward and Ilsa Bick who began in Strange New Worlds have gone on to
write some of the best novels in Trek.

Due to international tax laws, the contest is limited to those living in the United States
and Canada. (And due to Canadian language laws, those living in Quebec are
ineligible since the book is not published in French.) If you are eligible, if you love to
write, and if you're willing to be professional about mastering your craft and developing
as a storyteller, and most of all if you want to write Star Trek -- I gotta tell you the best
way to get into this business is Strange New Worlds.

Submissions for this year's anthology must be delivered to Pocket Books in New York
no later than 5:00 PM eastern time, Friday, October 1, 2004. Go to the Star Trek area
at www.simonsays.com or the Book Database area of www.psiphi.org for complete
rules. Better yet, read the books. Not only are they full of great stories, the rules are
printed in the back.

http://www.simonsays.com/
http://www.psiphi.org/
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-- KeVin

Posted by Kevin Killiany @ 08/03/2004 08:45 PM PST
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ElfQuest
The Searcher and the Sword

By: Wendy and Richard Pini
Published by: DC Comics
Visit: http://www.dccomics.com and http://elfquest.com
ISBN: 1401201830

Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

Whimsy is the word that came to mind when I thought of ElfQuest. The art, words,
storylines and characters wove a tapestry of lighthearted yet painfully sincere
emotional interplay.

And so, years have passed with no new visions from Wendy and Richard, until now.

July 7 will usher in a bright, colorful and ever promising reintroduction to Wendy’s
personal Epoch, ElfQuest. WARP (Wendy and Richard Pini Graphics) haven’t lost their
touch with this series and these lovely characters.

We find the elves, most particularly Treestump, having trouble adapting to the loss of
the Troll Smiths, their forgers of weapons and tools. He decides it is his destiny as an
elf to learn the art of metallurgy, which is a shocking new thought within the realm of
Wolfriders.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/1401201830/qid%3D1088649219/sr%3D8-1
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Shuna, the adopted human daughter of cutter and Leetah has her own new
parameters to bring to the Wolfriders. While trying to come to terms with her true
parent’s violent deaths, she grows as a woman and seeks her own destiny as an
autonomous human. This drive causes pain for her inasmuch as she is forced to
consider choosing between the humans and Wolfriders.

And so we enter Elfquest once again with 2 different quests at full throttle, both ending
where they began, but much the wiser, and so much so the richer for the journey.

The art, blocking, timing, and writing once again prove why Wendy and Richard are so
recognized within the fantasy graphic novel arena. The art winks at manga but ever so
slightly, offers a bit of sensual play, fantasy and a logic driven race and community of
characters that one cannot help but to embrace and care about.

This is a wonderful publication on all merits.
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Star Trek – Book 3: A Time to Sow
By: Dayton Ward & Kevin Dilmore

Published by: Pocket Books (a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.)
Visit: http://www.simonsays.com/st

*available as a downloadable eBook!

Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

With the Federation Politicos still wincing, the Ontailians still having their undies in a
bind, and the echo of the Rashanar incident ringing in everyone’s ears we find The
Enterprise, again Captained by our daring Jean-Luc Picard, heading toward an
unknown and unvisited corner of space (which by definition is what Starfleet is all
about).

Politically speaking, The Federation needed a goose chase far away to send Jean-Luc
on until the chatter and heat from the Rashanar Incident subsided.

At the Epoch of Picard’s political conundrum a message was received in Federation
Space. A message sent more than 2 centuries ago by the Dokaalan as they faced the
destruction of their planet and the possible end of their race. A message pleading for
help and interception received centuries too late.

The Federation placed The Enterprise in the Goose Chase of locating and researching
the possible origin of the message as well as the Dokaalan race.
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The Goose Chase turns into a stunning moment as Jean-Luc and his crew locate the
last of the Dokaalan living as a colony fighting to stay alive in a makeshift asteroid belt.
The surviving citizens also surprise the Enterprise travelers by revealing their plans to
terraform a planet for future generations to repopulate and recreate a planet life lost
generations ago.

But politics, discord and bitter feelings are not only found within The Federation. Even
The Dokaalans seem to have time for such emotional ends while simply trying to
survive.
Soon Jean-Luc and his best fleet members are battling terrorists, sabotage and
possibly a second race infiltrating the Dokaalan’s for their own benefit.

Ward and Dilmore have a fine writing style together. If Book 2 was fantasy romance,
the Book 3 is Political Stellar Intrigue. The first ¾ of the book reads quickly while filling
in many gaps left behind in other book series. I very much appreciated the pace,
syntax and story layout they produced. Book 3 is a very fleshy book with finite details
that will be most interesting to any Next Generation fan.

Things turn dark quickly as an assassination takes place removing 2 Dakaalan
Senators. This scene, reads more like a screenplay rather than a book as it is abrupt
and shocking with little fanfare. Although this execution obviously is chosen for the
shock value coupled with the line drawn for the reader saying, “Things are going to get
messy now.” I found it dry and lacking compared with the first 250 pages.

Stephen King once said that he can point out scenes in many of his books that at the
time did not please him, but worked well enough. It solved a plot, character, or
motivation problem, but only slightly.

This is how I took the assassination scene. But the line it drew in the sand was not
“Things are going to get messy now.” but rather, “We are getting bored telling this
story, so get ready for redundant characters, rehashed motives, and repackaged
rhetoric.”

It seems an antagonist of prime import to the terrorist side of things is a shape shifter
of some means. Relying on an energy field to acquire his victim’s appearance, he
infiltrates the Enterprise and all its databases.

I feel the shape shifting (by any means) is cheating. Fiction can go anywhere it wants
as long as the reader doesn’t feel cheated from invented, irreverent or ingenious new
logic. Fiction readers are not stupid. They WANT to be convinced of a new order to
things.

This shape sifter was cheating a quick fix to a plot problem.

Our arch nemesis also seems quite able to hack ALL the databases on the Enterprise
easily and deafly. He in fact, laughs at and belittles the software he is hacking, much
like a Linux user degrades Windows. His hacking is narrated so weakly that we the
reader are asked to believe that passwords owned by Enterprise Ensigns are enough
to allow him to access the very core of the database, extract and download encrypted
data onto his terminal unencrypted and ready for use, all the while chuckling to himself
in wonderment as to the sloppiness of humans and their software. Also, humans are
smelly to this guy. It is made abundantly clear that humans are vile smelly creatures.
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“The Matrix” anyone? Remember the scene where Agent Smith is grilling Morpheus in
the glass headquarters and he laments the “stench” of “this place”?

“Matrix Reloaded” and “Revolutions” anyone? Software programmers and programs
prove to be the pivotal point of clarity. It’s all weak and a game and anyone can hack it.

The last chunk of this book slides fast and is weak.

The very idea of terra forming is old news. We were introduced to Project Genesis long
ago by the Federation. It works, we know it works and fictionally speaking we know
HOW it works. The Dakaalans are by description operating on 21st Century
technology. That is to say they are struggling with technology not up to the task and
making the process drag on for decades. When they are introduced to the power of the
Federation, the technology of the Enterprise and the possibility of an advanced race
and community helping them finish their terra forming early, the Dakaalan’s Leader
refuses and declines any assistance stating accepting shortcuts and help would not
respect or reflect the sacrifice and strength of the millions of Dakaalans that died
before.

If I was one of those dead Dakaalans I would have come back and HAUNTED that
Senator for saying something so stupid.

Trudging through to the end of the book, wanting the payback for swallowing all the
weak and simplistic storylines I was greeted with a non ending; a, “to be continued”
with a teaser for Book 4.

I will most definetly be reading Book 4 and am looking forward to it. They owe me a
good ending for that last 60 pages in Book 3.
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Bukowski: Born into This
Directed by John Dullaghan.

Reviewed by Russell Smith

I recommend this movie. If for nothing else, it's camp value. The best parts of the
movie show clips of the man, reading poetry and ripping a heckler a new one, guzzling
hooch in grainy, nostalgic footage. This was at the beginning of the movie. It slowly
descends into a crypt of schmalz that would make Bukowski, if he were alive, puke up
a half gallon of bourbon in disgust. But let's get back to the good parts.

Did you know that Bukowski was married to a woman with no neck who he met in a
lonely hearts ad? They wrote back and forth for a while and then they decided to get
married, sight unseen. Granted, Bukowski was no Adonis, but the still photo of this
unfortunate woman arm and arm with the Buk was worth the price of admission. It
appears he sponged off her income and tormented her for two years before she threw
in the towel and fled back to Ohio.

Meeting the mother of his daughter, a woman with copiously long white chin hair, was
quite illuminating as well. Mother and daughter purport that Bukowski was a loving, if
eccentric, father. From the daughter's reminiscences, it appears that Bukowski wasn't
around very much. Probably a blessing. At any rate, we see a side of Bukowski that no
one may have ever had a chance to see. It was really touching.

The nadir of this movie was reached when we learn of the conference call between
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Bono, Sean Penn and Bukowski. You see, Bono and Sean were hanging out at Bono's
pad (read palace) in Dublin and they started quoting the great man at each other. What
fun! But guess what! Sean Penn and Bukowski are close personal friends. Sean rings
the old guy up and they just have a grand old time talking away. Sigh. I don't know
about you, but you'd have to be made out of stone not to let that story make your heart
go aflutter.

But I have a personal bone to pick with Bukowski's publisher, John Martin of Black
Sparrow Press. He gushes about Bukowski's last wife, Linda. You see, according to
Martin, Linda saved Bukowski's life by moving him out of "East Hollywood" and down to
San Pedro, "which really has some nice parts to it, if you look around." Let me just say
this. This movie shows the great man kick this wonderful woman off the end of a couch
in the middle of an interview. He screams at her on the floor and covers her with
abuse, without spilling a drop of his cocktail. What kind of woman, blonde, young,
nubile in her low-cut peasant blouse, sticks around for that kind of shit? I'll tell you - a
gold digger. The footage of her in a graceful middle-age, kneeling beside his grave
made me want to puke up my bottled ice water. It must be so hard to live off the man's
royalties.

Oh, and another thing, Mr. Martin, who did so much for Bukowski and knew the man
better perhaps than anyone else, it was Hollywood that was the crucible for his best
work and made you your best buck. I live here. I love it. I don't want to live anywhere
else. What's this "East Hollywood" crap? I live in the heart of Hollywood. Hollywood is
Hollywood. Why don't you come skulking around here some time, after dark, you might
find yourself another writer worth publishing.
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The Bubble of American Supremacy: Correcting the Misuse of American Power
George Soros

Public Affairs Books
$22.00

Reviewed by Daniel Drennan

There is something gratifying in the arrival of this book from George Soros, who has
made no bones about his desire to see George W. Bush out of office. Along with any
number of other books that are currently targeting the Bush administration and its
policies in Iraq, Soros's book tries to put into perspective the players, events, and the
stage of our current foreign policy, comparing the crisis of our foreign policy to a stock
market bubble, which, when its reality surpasses the ability of people to believe
otherwise, causes it to burst. Coming from a market capitalist, his words carry a certain
weight, and are not as easily dismissed as those from the Left. This, however, is also a
weakness of the book, in the sense that if you disagree with the idea that the free
market is a workable idea, then you are going to have problems with some of Soros's
solutions. Likewise, in encapsulating certain topics in order to prove points, Soros
leaves much out. Granted, a lot of the topics are extremely complicated, but at certain
points while reading the book I felt as if there should have been a note added: "Read
Paul Krugman's The Return of Depression Economics; "Read Alain Ménargues's Les
secrets de la guerre du Liban ; this book by Edward Said; this book by Noam Chomsky;
etc. That said, The Bubble of American Supremacy spells out Soros's basic tenets:
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George Bush is a danger to "open" societies and must be put out of office, and Bush is
a theocrat who was waiting for an event of major proportions to put into play his Party's
platform--that has its origins in Ronald Reagan and before him, Barry Goldwater--of
American supremacy. Whether you agree with his market-based methods is another
point; but the very fact that he has been targeted (and I mean targeted) by the Right in
this country points up how much he is seen as dangerous, and therefore needs to be
listened to.

Soros understands the politics of the world; first, historically, as a survivor of the Nazi
occupation of Budapest as well as the Communists' arrival in his native country of
Hungary, and second, in terms of globalization--economics are indeed politics today--
and he is able to connect dots that go back through various other crises, political and
economical, that America has dealt with. It is interesting to read his thoughts on some
of these crises, as they reflect a refreshing non-American point of view that you read in
the foreign press, but rarely here. For example, he states that the Republican party has
come under "the domination of a curious alliance between religious fundamentalists
and market fundamentalists", pointing out that the religious fundamentalists provide a
"cover" for the "amorality of the market". How often does a capitalist say something like
that? His use of words such as "fundamentalist", "radical", and "extremist" to describe
the Republican Party mindset is refreshing if only because it points back the rhetorical
gun at those who use those words against others. He describes Bush's disengagement
with foreign policy that doesn't concern our economic interests. (I'd argue that that has
been American policy throughout history). He discusses lucidly the history of Israel,
and the power that country holds--eschatalogically speaking--over evangelical
Christians in this country. He also discusses Israel in terms of "victims turning
perpetrators", which is refreshing in and of its own; interestingly enough, Robert Fisk's
book Pity the Nation: The Abduction of Lebanon starts out with a similar discussion. He
then describes America as the same post September 11, 2001: "That comparison is
rarely made at home: American lives are valued differently than the lives of foreigners,
but the distinction is less obvious to people abroad."

The book moves from the historical precedence for our current supremacist bent, to a
history of Iraq and the region, and then on to discussions of sovereignty, nationalisms,
the United Nations, international treaties, etc.; as I read these chapters I felt as if I were
reading a history book, but the Cliffs Notes version. This is perhaps more a function of
my veracity for historical exegeses than anything that will be considered by the general
reader, which I had to continually remind myself of.

I do have a few bones to pick with Soros. He states that "under the prodding of the pop
star Bono, President Bush has been very forthcoming in fighting HIV/AIDS." That Soros
doesn't get the Bush/Orwell doublespeak of such pledges and promises is disturbing
compared to how he sees through the other deceits of this president. Likewise, I'm not
so sure that De Beers is an "excellent example of [a] poacher turned gamekeeper".
That this is pointed out as a positive development in Africa, and not, for example, the
returning of vineyards and farmlands in South Africa to black and other-race control,
shows, I think, Soros's desire to believe in the market as a valid system. Again, if your
beliefs run counter to his, you'll find the second half of this book a bit bothersome. He
also cites Henry Kissinger as someone who believes that the United States "comes
closer to basing its foreign policy on principles than do most other countries." Hmmm.
I'd like to ask any random person from Asia, the Middle East, or South America what
they think of Mr. Kissinger's statement. On the other hand, he does point out Jean
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Kirkpatrick's bizarre differentiation between totalitarian and authoritarian regimes, and
why the former were our enemies, and the latter our friends. Then again, he describes
Bill Clinton and Tony Blair as being on the "political left"--depending on where you see
yourself on the political spectrum, this ping-ponging back and forth might pose a
problem

The book starts to fall apart again slightly at the end; Soros brings up Karl Popper,
social Darwinism, scientific determinism, Marxism. He starts to cite himself a little too
much, almost as if to say that it's his plan that needs to be put in place, not George
Bush's, which would reduce this book to a merely bitter polemic. Which it isn't. It's a
challenging book that needs to be viewed in terms of the middle-roaders who might
read it and be swayed by the arguments within; it's not a dangerous book, it doesn't
challenge our prevailing system, and so is more accessible and acceptable. It does go
a very long way in pointing out the lies, lies, and more lies of this administration, and
how their support at home, along with the disbelief therein abroad, and the difference
between these two belief systems, is going a long way to tarnishing our name, ruining
our ability to govern ourselves, and destroying our credibility and sway with others.
Sticking to this premise, this is a much needed book; the disagreements with some of
his statements are reduced to quibbles.

Soros summed it up best in an interview with the French socialist daily newspaper
Libération: "When reality is interpreted falsely, the perception of that reality is at first
reinforced, but at a certain point the bubble bursts..." The problem is defining that
reality; George Soros gives us his version--much of which I agree with--here. The
solution? I would beg to differ with him on that. The result? Instability and a great push
in the other direction, so says Soros. One can only hope.
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The Devil in the Design
Edited by Monte Beauchamp

Publisher: Fantagraphics
ISBN 1560975423

Reviewed by Kathryn L. Ramage

He knows when you've been bad or good… so be good for goodness sake!

The Krampus is a sort of anti-Santa, a devil in European folklore who acts as a "dark
servant" to St. Nicholas. Author/designer Monte Beauchamp explains:

"In Austria, for example, [Christmas] festivities are well underway by December 6th, on
St. Nikolaus Day–when God grants the legendary bishop a return visit to earth. He
arrives bearing gifts, his big Book of Sins, and is joined by his controversial companion,
the Krampus. As Nikolaus travels door to door doling out gifts to boys and girls who've
been goldenly good all year, those who have behaved badly are dealt with by the
Krampus." (p. 40)

The Devil in the Design is a collection of postcards commemorating the Krampus, first
published in Germany in the late 1890's and continuing until 1914. The appearance of
the Krampus changes from postcard to postcard - he can be tiny or giant, impishly cute
or fiendishly horrific - but he is always depicted as a furry, horned creature whose
distinguishing feature is a protruding tongue that Gene Simmons would envy. He often
bears a basket on his back, carries a birch switch or broom to beat wrong-doers, and
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wears chains wrapped around his waist, sometimes attached to manacles on his
wrists.

There isn't much to read here, only 7 pages of text - an introduction, a history of St.
Nicholas, a description of the Austrian Krampuslauf festival ("The Running of the
Krampus") and a history of the postcard - but more than 100 postcards are wonderfully
and luridly reproduced. Opening to any page at random, I find myself in the midst of a
bizarre, amusing, and sometimes disturbing array of images of the Krampus doing his
job: lying in wait for unwary children and carrying off those who misbehave, usually in
the basket on his back or leading them off bound in his chains. He occasionally carries
off misbehaving adults too. (Although I couldn't help noticing that, while the children
are screaming and crying, the grown-ups don't seem very upset at being abducted by
a demon. Many of them appear quite complacent about their fate; some, particularly
the ladies, are smiling. Draw your own inferences.) A number of postcards bear the
cheerful inscription, "Gruss vom Krampus" or "Pozdrav of Certa" ("Greetings from
Krampus/the devil") to give the grim proceedings an ironically chipper note.

Some of the postcards that struck me particularly include:

A grinning Krampus turning a set of sad-faced hearts on a spit over a fire. A
Valentine's Day card?

The Krampus flying in an airplane above a globe (rather like the old Universal
Studios logo) and flinging his birch switches down upon the warring world.

St. Nicholas and the Krampus peering into a bag filled with babies, presumably
preparing to sort the nice from the naughty.

A trio of smirking, scantily dressed, and probably very naughty ladies riding on the
back of what appears to be a well-to-do gentleman in top hat, monocle, and tails…
but with that give-away tongue dangling out.

A little girl bathing the demon in a wooden washtub as if it were her dolly or a pet
dog (my personal favorite).

And every time I browse through, I find some new odd or funny card I hadn't noticed
before. All in all, it's a fascinating look at a genre of popular postcard art from a century
ago, and of a dark side of the Santa-Claus legend that hasn't survived in American
customs.
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Star Trek - Book 2: A Time to Die
By: John Vornholt
Published by: Pocket Books (a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.)
Visit: http://www.simonsays.com/st

*available as a downloadable eBook!

Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

I am a fan of Star Trek. I am not an obsessed fan, or Trekkie. I watched reruns when
convenient back in the 70s and 80s. Spock was my favorite. My favorite line from Star
Trek; “Damn it Jim! I’m a doctor not a magician!” Well, maybe that wasn’t a real line,
but we’ve all used it once in our lives.

My approach to this series was a bit reserved. I don’t read fiction. And I normally try to
avoid books that are spawned from television. But nevertheless, I am quite smitten
with Jean-Luc Picard and The Next Generation was a scheduled diversion at times so I
felt somewhat intrigued.

At on the onset of the book, we find our charismatic Captain relieved of his duties and
in the Federation Medical Mental Hospital by Court Order. It seems a routine mission
of mercy turned into a disastrous event with the total destruction and loss of all hands
aboard the USS Juno. Of course politics thickly applied by the Starfleet Command
holds Captain Picard accountable due to actions and dangerous due to lack of action,
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thus his own personal cell, his own personal therapist, and the loss of the Enterprise.

Will Riker is acting Captain of the Enterprise and takes a skeleton crew out to conduct
a covert operation to clear Captain Picard of all charges. The covert trip takes the
Enterprise right back where it all started, the skeleton graveyard of Rashanar. In the
center of the battle for Picard’s freedom and good name as well as the center of this
floating, whirling graveyard lives a mythical being. It is responsible for the destruction
and death of countless fully armed starships. Mayhem, danger, and complete chaos
await the crew, but so does a long lost friend and former Enterprise Ensign who will
prove invaluable throughout the struggles.

I read fiction now. I have to, so that I can finish this series as soon as possible.

Truly, this is a great read, well told with excellent timeline execution. No matter the
chaos, the reader never gets lost. I enjoyed the book thoroughly and found it a nice
diversion. I would have to say, that given the choice between reading a bound version
of The Next Generation, or watching it as an episode on television I would chose the
book every time.

John Vornholt does a tremendous job handling a storyline, back dating stories for
edification and clarification, and introducing a few newcomers that must stand up to the
test of character lineage that is Star Trek.

I only have one bone to pick with Mr. Vornholt.

What’s with the character Fristin? He is the Jarjarbinks of this book! He is the Gollum
of the Enterprise! 
Honestly, his syntax was completely distracting. Considering who he was, and what he
knew, this treatment did not work. I understand he had been through a truckload of
torture at the hands of the Ontailians...so he may have a problem or two. I can accept
that theory.
But he IS Jarjarbinks!

Please don’t do that again.

Thankfully Fristin is far and few between conversations. And his impact, although
annoying like a sugar peaked 4 year old, is not enough to sway my opinion of the
book.

I highly recommend book 2 of the Star Trek series, A Time to Die.

Look for upcoming reviews on Book 3 and Book 4
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In webcomic news: United Media has decided to run Pibgorn (see Naked Flying
Babes and An Interview with Brooke McEldowney at J LHLS Issue 3) from strip
number 21 (the first 20 are available online for free). This started on June 13, so get a
move on; UnitedMedia only makes the archive available for 30 days unless you pay for
access. Go. Enjoy!
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It's a Bird
by Steven T. Seagle
Publisher: DC Vertigo; (May 1, 2004) 
ISBN: 1401201091

Reviewed by Chad Denton

Believe it or not, there are a few rules and regulations writers
of all media risk disobeying at their own peril. One of the
most important ones is: "Never, ever write a story about

writing." You can probably get away with having a novelist or a scriptwriter as a
protagonist, but you risk the wrath of the gods if you have the audacity to base a story
on the process of writing. well, sure, Joseph Heller got away with it with "Portrait of the
Artist as an Old Man" (but he literally got away with it just because he was Joseph
Heller), but it's a very risky thing to do, unless you have the background and the genius
to pull it off without seeming like you're treating the audience to a huge indulgent
exercise. Many writers are so full of both megalomania and self-loathing (myself not
excluded) that it's hard for the typical reader to relate terribly well.

Anyway, Steven Seagle's "It's A Bird" is quite the risky exercise: a graphic novel about
writing comic books, specifically Superman, so the issues and themes Seagle
addresses can be applied to the superhero genre in general. But, fortunately, it's not
just about that, but Seagle's struggles to understand and cope with a horrific hereditary
disease passed on in his family. Seagle's growing confusion, helplessness, and anger
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converges with his struggles to understand his own reluctance to take on the job
offered to him on a silver platter by his editor: the task of writing Superman. He
wonders whether there's a place for Superman in both a grim, adult world and in a
medium that has become increasingly violent and cynical and, most of all, if Superman
truly represents justice and idealism or merely the ancient principle of might-makes-
right. Dispersed throughout the book, interrupting the action in Seagle's life, are brief
vignettes from the Steven's imagination (one, my favorite, is of a woman who realizes
that everyone in the world who reaches out to other people has a bit of Superman in
them) and from (apparently) his own notes about Superman.

If this sounds like things you've thought about or read about before, you're right,
although in my opinion Superman seems to get less critical attention than his darker
and more psychologically enticing counterpart Batman, and, while Seagle certainly
goes at the Superman mythos from a variety of angles (while at the same time making
insights on life, justice, charity, and history), he makes no conclusions that are
particularly earthshaking. Of course, that's probably the point, and indeed "It's A Bird"
is much more about Seagle using Superman to make a point than Superman being
channeled through Seagle.

To Seagle's credit, he spares no punches on his own character (assuming, naturally,
the narrator isn't a complete fabrication). In the course of the book, he alienates his
caring girlfriend, fails to tell his brother about their father's disappearance, and punches
colleague and close friend "Joe Allen" (suggested to be fellow Superman scribe Joe
Kelley) for no good reason. Unfortunately, Seagle goes a bit overboard and turns
himself into an unsympathetic narrator. While the segments concerning his family's
disease are heart wrenching, his failure to cope with it and his lashings out against his
loved ones are not so. Even if the narrator isn't just an unfiltered mouthpiece for
Seagle, his actions can be perplexing and obnoxious.

As for artist Teddy Kristiansen, he is without a doubt a gorgeous and unique visionary,
but I couldn't help but wonder if he was the right artist for this project. His unfocused,
dream-like style works brilliantly with the vignettes about imagining Superman, but in
the real world segments it doesn't seem to fit in well. For instance, one character,
Rafa, who is supposed to be a young Latino looks like a starving vampire.

It's also not perfectly clear what audience Seagle is aiming for. The usual Vertigo
crowd will probably pass it by (especially since it doesn't involve "The Sandman"), even
though Seagle has been a staple writer at the imprint. Likewise with many Superman
fans, who will probably recognize right off that this isn't really intended to be an expose
on Superman or the process of imagining worlds for them. Aspiring comic book writers
(like, again, myself) might be tempted to take a peek, but information about the
industry and about the 'lifestyle' is just between the lines and, besides, they might find
themselves wondering what the big freakin' deal about writing Superman is.

There's no doubt that "It's A Bird" is well crafted and somewhat insightful, but, at least
for me, it left me wondering if I missed something.

***
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One-Car Caravan
By Walter Shapiro

Publisher: PublicAffairs Books; 1st edition (November 4, 2003) 
ISBN: 1586481878

Reviewed by Julia Hendricks

Let's start with who, what, where, when, why and how.

Walter Shapiro is a political columnist for USA Today. He decided at the beginning of
the runup to the early primaries to write the untold story of the candidates and their
campaigns before everyone starts to pay attention, and he took off for New Hampshire.

That, for better or for worse, is not what the book turned out to be about. There are
some interesting, somewhat limited character studies - Edwards is charming and has
been tested, Lieberman reminds Shapiro of his relatives, Dean is fractious, Kerry can
be poked into losing his composure in a reserved way, Gephardt never had a chance
and Al Sharpton (who Shapiro does not approve of) is not a stupid man. There's one
juicy detail here which, although it was only mentioned in passing, I'm surprised we
haven't heard about elsewhere, considering - according to Shapiro, Joe Trippi tried to
talk Dean out of opposing the war. He didn't think it would be a popular stand.

So, you know, as a politics junkie, I'm enjoying this material immensely, even if I'm not
learning a great deal about the candidates as potential presidents. Shapiro doesn't
believe that the candidates' stands on issues are all that important to the story.
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No, really, he said so. This is from the chapter where he explains that reporters on the
campaign trail shouldn't pay so much attention to the candidates' proposals or,
apparently, the contrast between the record and the candidates' proposals:

"...Somewhere amid the endless spools of TV tape and the gigabytes of text devoted
to chronicling the 2004 campaign, we desperately need to find a way to make the
daring leap from the realm of fact into the admittedly speculative world of presidential
possibility.

"I write this keenly aware of my own deficiencies as a prophet of presidencies. As a
USA Today columnist covering the 2000 race, I was gulled by Bush's bland public
pronouncements and this moderate record as Texas governor onto badly misreading
the far-reaching extent of his unswerving conservatism. I also neglected to fully
appreciate the way that his Harvard MBA training and his post-drinking-life sense of
discipline would contribute to what is unquestionably the most orderly, leak-proof and
on-message White House in modern history...

"...But the roots of my errors in forecasting the contours of future presidencies was that
I placed too much emphasis on the lessons of the campaign trail and spent too little
time speculating about the essence of the candidates. As I have belatedly discovered,
a slavish fidelity to so-called journalistic truth is ultimately little help in predicting how
any new president will weather the transition from the confetti-cannon exuberance of
campaign rallies to the sobering rigors of the Oval Office".

OK, how profoundly wrong is this? Let me count the ways.

The reason the press got Bush so catastrophically wrong is not that they were bound
to "a slavish fidelity to so-called journalistic truth." The reason the press got Bush so
catastrophically wrong is that they had long since taken "the daring leap from the realm
of fact into the admittedly speculative world of presidential possibility."

You were not gulled by his bland public pronouncements. You were gulled by your own
refusal to accept that the guy you found so affable was the man who was responsible
for all the spectacularly nasty things his campaign did on his behalf. If you got through
South Carolina with the impression that Bush was a bland and moderate candidate,
you did it by sheer force of will, and you passed that blatantly contrafactual assessment
on to the people who read your paper looking for information they could use to judge
the man they had to vote on.

They didn't get that from you.

You were not gulled by Bush's moderate record as Texas governor. You were gulled by
accepting what his campaign told you was his moderate record as Texas governor. His
record in Texas was a very neat foreshadowing of what he did when he got into office.
He campaigned in the center, and he went as far right as the little power he had
allowed him to. He gutted any environmental regulations he could get his hands on.
Poor people got poorer and sicker. He fought like a wildcat to keep the people of
Texas from getting a Patient's Bill of Rights. He used his power to make money for his
friends, and the property-rights Governor used eminent domain to do it, in a manner so
blatantly illegal that the courts had to step in. All of that information was available. You
ignored it.
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Harvard MBA training? Discipline? The man has spent more time on vacation than any
president in American history, and his cabinet has spent the past three years knifing
each other with gleeful abandon.

This is a level of tunnel vision I find extremely disturbing in someone who seems to be
a respected figure in political journalism (there's quite the glittering list of logrolls on the
back cover).

I was much happier when reporters at least pretended they were trying to do the right
thing. Vice can spare the occasional tribute to virtue, I think. It's doing so well these
days.

***
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Broken Bow
Novelization by Diane Carey from the teleplay by Rick Berman and Brannon Braga 

Publisher: Pocket Books/Star Trek
ISBN: 0743470621

Reviewed by Jane Melander

How did humankind finally take those first bold steps into space? What were the
struggles that they had to overcome in getting there? What dangers did they
encounter? What beauty and incredible sights did they discover? How did humankind,
itself, evolve as their horizons grew beyond their own solar system? And how did a
fledgling, Earth-based organization called Star Fleet eventually evolve into a far
greater entity--forging a Federation of Planets that reached across an entire galaxy
and countless cultures and life forms?

Those questions, or the promise thereof, are what launched the fifth reincarnation of
the venerable Star Trek franchise--Enterprise. They are also the basis for the
novelization of the series premiere episode, "Broken Bow."

"Broken Bow," a novelization by Diane Carey for the UPN series, is a well-written book
that does an admirable job, given the constraints all novelizations based on TV
episodes face, in laying the foundation for the fledgling fifth series of the Star Trek
franchise. Set in the year 2151 (long before Captain Kirk, Spock, and 'Bones' McCoy
came on the scene), "Broken Bow" opens with a rare glimpse into the childhood of a

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/0743470621/qid%3D1087441163/sr%3D1-1
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/0743470621/qid%3D1087441163/sr%3D1-1
http://simonsays.com/st


Archived Entry - 06/16/2004: "A Trek Back - "Broken Bow" review"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000117.htm[4/27/2019 3:38:40 PM]

future starship captain--Jonathan Archer. As he and his father, Henry Archer, share a
quiet moment painting a model starship in the book's Prologue, we learn a lot about the
history of humankind since Zephran Cochrane developed Earth's first warp-capable
engine in the 21st Century. Walking in Cochrane's footsteps, Henry Archer has
become a renowned warp engine designer in his own right in the 22nd Century. It's a
model of his own starship design that he and Jonathan are carefully painting in the
opening scene.

Ms. Carey does a fine job of fleshing out the frustrations that the Terrans from Earth
experience in the company of the technologically advanced Vulcans. We witness much
of this friction in young Jonathan's eyes as he recognizes that his father's work is being
held back on purpose by the Vulcans. Knowing that the Vulcans look upon the human
race as primitive and illogical, it's understandable that young Jonathan would want to
preserve his father's honor--and that of his planet--by pushing back at the underlining
racism of the time. In one of the more humorous moments, young Jonathan refers to
the Vulcan Ambassador Soval as "Ambassador Pointy" (due, naturally, to the alien's
pointed ears). Even at a tender age, politically correct Jean-Luc Picard he is not!

This attitude continues as we catch up with Jonathan Archer thirty years later. We've
learned he's grown into his own, landing the enviable job as captain aboard the
Enterprise NX-01-- Earth's first Warp 5 capable starship. In spite of his success,
however, Jonathan still harbors a great deal of resentment towards the Vulcans. For
one, his father never lived to see the fulfillment of his hard work and fervent dreams.
It's Henry Archer's engine that powers the great starship and Jonathan feels he needs
to prove that his selection as her captain wasn't based on sentimental reasons but
because he earned it on his own terms. He also needs to prove that humankind is
ready to take that first step into space. Although the Vulcans continue to say that they
are "not ready," Archer is itching to prove them wrong. All of this comes to play when
Captain Archer is called into Admiral Forrest's office to discuss an important matter
with the Vulcans, including "Ambassador Pointy" Soval himself.

What is set in motion at the meeting is a bold mission by Captain Archer and his crew
to return an injured Klingon to his homeworld. Nevermind that Soval and the other
Vulcans are dead set against it. Nevermind that Archer doesn't understand the Klingon
warrior culture. Archer argues his case and wins--perhaps one of the few hard-won
victories for the Terrans against their superior benefactors. Even though this is
considered a humanitarian mission, Jonathan knows this is his moment to prove
himself and his crew. Captain Archer is given only days to assemble the remaining
members of his crew. However, at the last minute, Ambassador Soval adds one final
ultimatum. He will allow Enterprise to return the Klingon to Qo'noS as long as a Vulcan
is added to the mission crew. That Vulcan officer is the quite alluring female Sub-
Commander T'Pol--who becomes Enterprise's Science Officer. Throughout the course
of the novelization, Archer and his crew find themselves dealing with mounting stakes
to complete their mission, all the while facing their own prejudices and misconceptions
about their Vulcan "chaperone."

The book does its best to introduce the other members of the ensemble cast. One of
the more rounded depictions is afforded to Archer's close friend and Chief Engineer
Charles "Trip" Tucker, III. Tucker and T'Pol immediately hit it off about as well as Spock
and McCoy did in the original series. With Tucker's willingness to speak his mind and
T'Pol's stubborn logic, the two are at one another's throats from the get go. T'Pol
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supplants Tucker as Enterprise's First Officer, which understandably doesn't sit well
with the young engineer. It is Tucker who most vehemently voices his wariness of the
Vulcan Sub-Commander, raising the questions that others may only be thinking about
their alien shipmate. Thus, Tucker garners some of the best lines in the book. The
other characters receive a minimal amount of introduction, though that is mainly
because the action begins quite rapidly once the mission is under way. The
assumption is that we'll learn more about Security Chief Malcolm Reed,
Communications Officer Hoshi Sato, Helmsman Travis Mayweather, and Chief Medical
Officer Phlox during the course of the story (and, of course, the series itself).

Although the series has struggled to find an audience since its premiere in 2001, the
latest word is that Enterprise has been renewed by UPN for a fourth season. Captain
Archer has lost his "golly gee whiz" innocence after three years in deep space. With a
new writing team in Season 3 and a story arc involving a surprise attack on Earth,
Enterprise finds itself not just as an exploration vessel, but vital to the future of Earth,
Starfleet, and the future Federation of Planets. Thanks to the fans who promoted the
show relentlessly in an intense letter and ad campaign, and the strength of the writing
this past season, we'll be able to see more of the story unfold on the founding of the
Federation and the continuing adventures of Archer and his crew.

"Broken Bow" is a straightforward telling of the series premiere, and also an easy and
enjoyable read. It adds some extra insights into the various characters that couldn't be
easily rendered in the episode itself, especially that of Captain Archer. There is also a
"Behind the Scenes" look at Enterprise tagged onto the end. Written by Paul Ruditis,
the 38-page addition is well worth the purchase price itself. If you missed the beginning
of the series, "Broken Bow" is a must read for new fans.

***
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Van Helsing's Night Off
Writer/Artist: Nicolas Mahler
Publisher: Top Shelf Comix
ISBN: 1891830384

Reviewed by Chad Denton

Newspaper comics: no one you know reads them, or rather admits to it, but you'll
probably get more than a few who'll proudly claim they zero in to only the 'edgier' fare
like "Boondocks" or "Doonesbury" or rare acceptable-to-call-acceptable hits like "Get
Fuzzy" or "Calvin & Hobbes," but those don't seem to count anyway. No, mostly I'm
referring to the old classics that have stuck around on the paper and on the cultural
consciousness like soap operas. Their names almost read like a catalogue of
Olympian gods or Batman villains: "Blondie," "Garfield," "Wizard of Id," "Hagar the
Horrible," "For Better or for Worse," and, most infamous and wretched of all, "Family
Circus." The format is deceptively basic: simple and allegedly funny jokes given in the
visual and textual equivalent of a shot glass. Yet, looking through all the bland gags
repeated ad nauseam (Garfield's owner is a loser! Blondie's husband is lazy! Today's
"B.C." strip has eerie Christian undertones!), it's easy to get the idea that the brief
humorous comic strip is a medium that dooms its inhabitants to eventual stale-dom.
Even "Peanuts," once a legendary strip, eventually became almost as redundant as the
decades-old marketing blitzkreig that is "Garfield." But, fortunately, every now and
then, something comes along to remind people what it could be.
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Like these comic strips, the Austrian artist Mahler's vignettes collected in "Van
Helsing's Night Off" are all jokes that usually take only a few minutes to digest. They all
center around classic horror figures with a few variations - from The Mummy to Van
Helsing to the Wolf Ma'am - just going to the bar or trying to pick up chicks or coping
with their social lives. The big difference seperating Mahler from his mass produced
American kin is that, well, frankly, nothing about his work is predictable or tried. And it's
freakin' hilarious. My own favorite strip, "Van Helsing, Ladies' Man", finally answers the
question of how Van Helsing might combine his professional life with his love life.

The strips, which are each longer than what you'd find even in the Sunday comics, are
all silent, without either dialogue or captions, inviting the reader to employ his own
imagination to the visuals and providing his own elaboration to the funny situations
Mahler hypothesizes. The art is simple - all the characters are freakishly thin and tall or
completely squat, with long noses consuming their entire faces - and will probably
remind more than a few people in style and tone of a long missed comic strip classic,
"The Far Side." However, Mahler's work here is a phenomenon of its own. My only
complaint (and it's a petty one) is that this collection is too short, with only about
sixteen extended strips, and I would love to purchase a more volumnious format. At
any rate, one doesn't need to be a fan of the old Universal pictures to appreciate or
'get' Mahler's situational humor, and it serves as a hopeful reminder of what one can do
with a 'mere' comic strip.
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I was raised on baseball.

The Meaning of Sports: Why Americans Watch Baseball, Football, and Basketball and
What They See When They Do.
By Michael Mandelbaum
Publisher: Public Affairs Books
IBSN 1586482521

Reviewed by Ginger Mayerson

Reading this book reminded me of sitting on the couch with my late father, watching
sports. These were some of our happiest times because we could be together as a
family without trying to communicate. The Dodgers' long-time announcer, Vin Scully,
seems like a member of the family.

Anyway, in an effort never to have to really do any real fathering, not only did my father
watch ALL sports on TV, including golf, we even watched programs about the sports,
which ran before and after the actual sport. Needless to say, I don't have a real
fondness for spectator sports, so I was intrigued by Michael Mandelbaum's book and
actually enjoyed reading it.

In a nutshell, Mandelbaum sums up the spectator of sports experience thus:
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Baseball - our lost agrarian past and innocence as a nation.

Football - WAR!

Basketball - the postmodern specialist working as a component in the team but not
really being of the team.

I am not a big basketball fan. I find the continuous action overwhelming. And now I
know why our team is called the Lakers (I only know of one lake here), which I never
wondered about in the first place. What I learned from the book: basketball most
closely resembles soccer (it does now that I think about it); it is of urban origins,
whence springs its main source of players; due to the simplicity of equipment and
compression of the court it's played on, basketball is the most played game in the
inner city; inner city, black-top, pick-up games foster no allegiances or team spirit
because of the shifting dynamics of the players, it's a pick-up game, after all, thereby
expressing the alienation of our modern metropolis (or something); it is played
professionally in a completely artificial and enclosed environment; of the three, it is the
one women's leagues have had the most success in; it is currently the most popular
sport in America. I wonder about that last because as far as I can tell, football and
baseball seem to be doing all right.

I have always had trouble understanding what the hell was going on in a football game.
After reading this book, I feel I have a better grasp on it - it's all about the clock - but
the action is too broken up for me. Stop. Go. Stop. Stand around for a while. Go! Stop!
And then it's over. Football, as the representation of antique infantry in battle rings true
for me as an observer of the game. However, I think I'd rather watch the battle scenes
in Spartacus or Ran over and over to get the same experience and there's less stop-
and-go in those "real" battles. Interestingly, Mandelbaum makes the point that with the
(previous) demilitarization of our society after Vietnam, football because less popular.
Also interesting is that President Eisenhower played football for West Point, went on to
be the Supreme Allied Commander and a two term president. Vice President Gore was
captain of his high school football team, did his military service in Vietnam, and should
be president. Our current "president" did none of these things. So, I have mixed
emotions about football. However, I think I will enjoy it more next time it's on at the nail
salon while I'm getting a manicure and pedicure.

Did our Zeus-like former President, William Jefferson Clinton, play football? Does it
matter?

If I had to pick one sport to watch while stranded on a desert island, it would be
baseball. It's the one I understand the most because my father played it, watched it
religiously, and then he coerced my little brother into playing little league so he could
coach it and thereby wring all the joy out of the game for all us until he bolted off with
another woman and could no longer be bothered with his abandoned wife and children
in any way, shape or form. Don't get me wrong; at the very worst, this was a mixed
blessing.

But, although we don't spend any time talking about it, my brother and I still like
baseball: he actually watches it and I think about it.

Mandelbaum's theory of baseball differs slightly from mine. His vision is that it is a
game of individuals competing against each other in a natural setting: pitcher vs.
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batter; runner vs. fielder, und zo on. Equality is expressed by the uniforms and
because only the best make it to the pros, meritocracy and racial harmony are
triumphant on the playing field, even if that is no longer the case in our society (if that
was ever really was in the first place).

My vision of baseball is that it is the individual acting within and without the group.
When fielding, he's part of the team, group or even society; when batting, he stands
alone against the group to prove himself or fail all by himself. Even if there are men on
base, the batter is still on his own; he has to best the pitcher by hitting the ball and then
- if it's not out of the park - he has to best the group in the field - one of whom will be
wherever he hits the ball - to first base, where there is another member of the opposing
team waiting for him.

As individuals and members of various social groups, we face little hurdles almost
everyday, often without realizing it. Watching baseball, we can very leisurely see an
abstraction of our lives performed for us. Many people find this relaxing, many other
people would rather watch a Star Trek marathon. We are lucky to live in a society
where, as long as we can afford it, we can do both or either, and no one really cares
very much if you do.

Mandelbaum touches on the money aspect of all three sports and, most tellingly, the
infamous baseball strikes, one of which either seriously delayed or cancelled, I think,
the 1994 World Series. Now, I am a daughter of baseball and I can remember being
outraged by the strikes, which were millionaire players demanding more money from
millionaire owners. You'd think millionaires would have more perspective. I mean,
who's paying for these people to be millionaires? The fans and communities, that's
who. Robert Reich blundered into the middle of it; he took his son to a ballpark and
while talking to one of the owners he noticed the press asking his son what he thought
about the strike. Rushing to rescue his kid, the justifiably proud father heard his boy
child say: "I don't know about the strike, we just want to see the guys play." Is that too
much to ask? I think not. I also think this is why actors never or rarely strike: they want
to play perhaps more than people want to see them play.

And, lastly, the whole greed thing bothers me because if were supposed to be seeing
the best of ourselves as a nation out there on the playing field, I ask you: why aren’t we
all making countless millions a year? And for those who don't make
$25,000,000.00+/year like Alex Rodriguez, why aren't guys like this, on and off the
playing field, funding college scholarships, job training, healthcare, small businesses,
etc. for people who need them? People who might even be their fans.

I highly recommend The Meaning of Sports, I was entertained, enlightened and
occasionally outraged by it. That's three for three and as good as it gets for me.

***
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Eats, Shoots & Leaves: The Zero Tolerance Approach to Punctuation
By Lynne Truss
Published by Gotham Books
240 pages; $17.50
ISBN: 1592400876

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

I’ve been wanting a copy of this book ever since I read about it in a
British newspaper, oh, around Christmas. Thought about spending the

$25 or so that it would cost me to buy it via UK Amazon and decided to be patient and
wait for it to be published in the US – and here it is! And I didn’t have even have to buy
my own copy because Burt got it for a present, autographed by the author, even, when
she was reading at Cody’s in Berkeley.

This is a lovely little book, aimed dead-on at absurdly fussy writers like me and my
cohorts at Catchword. It contains many pages of ranting and hilarious invective aimed
at people who cannot tell the difference between “its” and “it’s”, which is my most-
hated grammar mistake (when I was teaching at Berkeley I regularly threatened to fail
my students should they confuse the two). Truss gives the history and evolution of
rules for using apostrophes, commas, dashes, hyphens, colon, semi-colons (my
favorite), and both parentheses and brackets. She also gives many examples of right
and wrong usage, the latter of which will gently amuse you or drive you to screaming
rage, depending on who you are.
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I still disagree with some of the rules that seem arbitrary – for example, that one should
use apostrophes when pluralizing letters and words: F’s, R’s, do’s don’t’s. It just looks
weird to me, and if you don't use an apostrophe with dates, like "1980s", why should
you use one with letters? Oh well. As Truss points out, usage changes over time and
what was once commonplace yesterday is rare today (or to-day, as they used to write).
But she makes a passionate case for using, and LEARNING, correct punctuation, so
that we all may communicate more clearly and more pleasingly. Buy it for yourself as a
reference, for your friends to amuse and instruct them, or for the poor students who
received Fs in my classes so they can finally get it right.
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Captain's Peril
By William Shatner and Judith and Garfield Reeves-Stevens
Published by Pocket Books; 400 pages, $6.99
ISBN: 0671021281

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Plot Summary: Kirk and Picard are buds. (Please continue to suspend
your disbelief. I know, it’s very hard.) They go on vacation together to
Bajor (I know what you’re thinking and I want you to stop it right now)

and solve a murder. Kirk remembers his first command crisis, when a crew member
died on him. Other people die. Picard dies – no wait, he doesn't. There's a big squid
that lives in an inland ocean and which is possessed by a Bajoran spirit. It's the last of
its kind, but when Kirk rips out its innards, causing species extinction, that's a good
thing. Then the galaxy turns into dust, or something; the book isn't too clear on that. 

Review: There is so much talking in this book that it should have been called "My
Dinner With Jean-Luc". We all know Picard is a windbag, but Kirk out-talks him, the
Bajorans out-talk Kirk, and not much happens in between people getting offed.

Let us all agree on the fact that Shatner does not actually write these books. They are
written by the oddly named Judith and Garfield Reeves-Stevens, which in my mind is
far too close to Peter Cook’s Sir Arthur Streeb-Greebling (Greeb-Streebling?) in the
Frog and the Peach sketch. I’m sure Shatner has plot ideas along the lines of
“Wouldn’t it be great if Picard and Kirk solved a murder?”, and there are places where
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you can clearly hear his voice as Kirk, especially when Kirk remembers what it was like
to be a young starship captain, invincible. Those are the good parts, which amount to
about 10% of the entire book.

I think Shatner is responsible for the religious meanderings in the story, which are
interesting but hardly break new ground; DS9 spent many eps debating the nature of
the Bajoran Prophets, and the fact that Sisko went to join them in the wormhole only
served to confuse the hell out of us all. (I was really hoping there would be a DS9
movie which would clear this up, but I guess it wasn't deemed cinema-worthy. As if the
last TNG movie was.) It's the same sort of stuff he explored in STV, and the resolution
here is just as unsatisfying.

If you want to read 200 pages of Kirk and Picard arguing about the worthiness of the
Prime Directive, then this is the book for you. I will be selling my copy on Amazon, in
case you're interested.
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Shrek 2

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Ginger and I are going to Comic-Con this summer and I am so excited because,
among other special guests, June Foray will be there! June Foray is a legend in the
world of voice work – her list of credits is a mile long and she (along with Bea
Benaderet) did the female voices for all of the classic Warner Brothers cartoons of the
40s, 50s, and 60s. She has 150 voice credits in the IMDB! She was the glue for all the
Jay Ward cartoons. All of her voices had depth, and feeling, and were funny as hell
besides.

Cameron Diaz, who plays Fiona, is not June Foray.

She is not even Ellen DeGeneres, nor Annie Potts, nor any of the other wonderful
female actors who have voiced characters in recent animated feature films. The rest of
this review will deal with the other, talented folk who worked on Shrek 2.

I liked this much better than the first movie, and a big part of that reason is John
Cleese, who absolutely steals the show as Fiona's father, the King of Far Far Away.
His king is silly and spineless and loving and determined and always very English, and
is well-matched by Julie Andrews as the Queen. Rupert Everett plays the vain and
swishy Prince Charming (a role he was born to play, apparently) and Jennifer
Saunders is his mum, the (evil) Fairy Godmother. My daughter, Diabla, thought that
Eddie Murphy's Donkey was the funniest thing ever, and Donkey singing "La Vida
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Loca" with Puss in Boots (Antonio Banderas, or Tony Flags, as he's known around
here) just killed her. The first half of the movie is all set-up, but it's worth it for the
action-packed second half, which was executed so well that I forgot I was watching a
cartoon. There are about six million references to classic movies, which your children
will not get, but they will make you laugh and laugh.

The coolest thing that happened when we saw it was this: About halfway through the
movie, Shrek gets turned from an ogre into a handsome guy (same voice). After about
15 minutes of this, Diabla turned to me and whispered, "Mommy, I want to see the real
Shrek." All right, director whose name I can't remember and can't be bothered to look
up! You communicated the point of the movie to a four-year-old! Yay!

Oh, and it has a happy ending: Shrek turns back into an ogre and gets to stay with
Fiona, and Prince Charming ends up with Larry King. Really.

Replies: 1 Comment

I wasn't going to go see this, but now I think I must.

Posted by Ginger @ 06/10/2004 09:40 AM PST
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When We Were Very Maakies
by Tony Millionaire

Fantagraphics Books, 91 pages

Reviewed by Tom Good

Don't be fooled by the fact that the main characters are cute animals. Gabby the
monkey and Drinky Crow would never be allowed in a Disney movie, but they would
probably sneak in, get drunk, and cause trouble if they could. When We Were Very
Maakies is a collection of single page black-and-white strips starring these two
delinquents in a series of short, strange adventures.

Maakies has a large range of content, from bodily function jokes to poetry to
philosophical musings. In one strip, Gabby finds a tree and happily saws it down.
Unknown to him, the tree happened to be home to a beautiful bird sitting on a nest full
of eggs. When the tree comes crashing down, the nest is destroyed and the bird flies
away in terror. Oblivious to this, Gabby continues with his work: he takes the wood
from the tree and uses it to build a birdhouse. 

With the variety Maakies has to offer, you will never know what to expect when you
turn the page. Just when you think you have the "formula" figured out, Maakies will
show you something completely new. I found it clever and funny, but be warned that
this book is not for kids or easily offended adults. Sex, violence, and alcohol are
recurring themes, and the strips are all the more shocking for the extremely casual
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way they portray these topics.

Maakies made me laugh, and it made me think, and it made me want to read it again. I
would definitely recommend this book.

(See also: maakies.com)
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Went to see "A Day Without a Mexican" and loved it.

Reviewed by Ginger Mayerson

I thought it was a bit heavy-handed, could have had snappier editing, and fewer MTV
moments, but I still loved it and came away from it with a few more facts than I had
before. For example, Hispanics, legal and other, contribute about $100B to California's
economy while they only absorb $3B in services. We're $97B up; are we stupid, why
did Pete Wilson make a career (such as it was) of attacking the very people who make
this such a vibrant and prosperous place? I know racism sells, but if you shoot the
driver, we all go over the cliff, no?

Alas, my real problem is that a film like this never gets to anyone who needs to see it. I
don't need my mind changed and probably this film would not change Pete Wilson's
mind. It might make him uncomfortable and, for me, that would be a start.

My wacky theory on how you get these anti-racism messages across is to slip them
into action films where the people who need to see them will see them. Let the hero be
Hispanic. Let the hero save some Hispanics from something. C'mon, Hollywood, you
can do it! Or as it's been done on TV: Nichelle Nichols on "Star Trek", Bill Cosby on "I
Spy", and Dianne Carroll on "Julia" did quite a bit for African American representation
in the 1960s. Yes, I know African American have always been entertainers, but these
entertainers portrayed a Star Fleet Officer, a spy for our side, and a hospital nurse. It
doesn't get cooler, more successful and professional class than that, does it?

http://liheliso.org/
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So, as much as I loved "A Day Without a Mexican", I just don't see it as a protest or a
vehicle for change. Being an Angelino, I got most of the jokes, which might go by most
other people. Oddly, what I considered the biggest joke near the end was not played
for laughs, but probably the producers of this film are better people than I am.

Oh, and here's an important fact: Agriculture is California's biggest industry, not
Hollywood, biotech or the IT industry. And agriculture would not exist here without
Hispanic labor. So, you can put that in your pipe and smoke it, Dr. Huntington.

Also saw a trailer for the remake of "The Manchurian Candidate", which makes me
think pop culture is about to declare war on rich white people again. How many years
since they were the bad guys on the "Titanic"? And, based on this trailer, I'm not so
sure this isn't going to end up being a documentary on the Bush family. Anyway, all I
can say is thank God Janet Lee is too old to be in it; she drives me nuts.

And lastly, my mood and nearly my car were ruined by a confrontation in the Paseo
Colorado shopping parking garage. Curses were exchanged, but no lives were lost.
However, I've decided the Paseo Colorado shopping center and its theaters will not be
getting anymore of my business until they make it easier to get in and out of their
parking garage. I'll wait for films to get to the Academy 6, which really rocks.
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House of Bush, House of Saud
By Craig Unger

Publisher: Scribner
ISBN: 074325337X

Reviewed by Lynn Loper

I ought to define where I stand before I say what I think about Craig Unger's "House of
Bush, House of Saud". Under the Bush II administration, I've descended to levels of
cynicism I wouldn't have believed possible a few years ago. I was always the
optimistic, hopeful one who believed in that people are basically good, basically driven
by the desire to do the best for mankind.

Now I'm at the 'They all work for the same company. What's the difference?' point
when I think about electoral politics. The politics that matter, I think, happen on levels
we don't see, and are entirely driven by the desire of a few people for money and
power over others; evil people who don't live in the same world I live in at all.

And the conclusion I carried away from "House of Bush, House of Saud" was oddly
reassuring. Almost soothing. 

Unger's research is meticulous, and he doesn't often slip over the edge into
unattributed comments and bloggish "Bob heard that Bill heard that Steve heard that
Bush has a herd of weasels in the basement!" excess. He builds his case steadily,
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brick by damning brick. I think what Unger wants the reader to see is that the worst
dreams of any cynic are true now: the world is being run by a small select group of
people whose power is based on money, and on the exploitation of natural resources,
and those who aid them.

And that's where what I walked away with surprised me.

I saw a couple of families whose beginnings and destinies are bound by common
interests, whose world views are only the ones they'd grow up with growing up as they
did, and whose natural tendency is to keep what they have. The Bushes and the Sauds
are family friends.

When I say 'family friends', I think almost everybody knows what I mean. Your family
had another family that they played cards with, and went on vacation with sometimes.
They were always invited to birthday parties and graduations. The children played
together and the parents worked together. You had interests in common - the same
church and schools, same neighborhood, same tax rates.

The Bushes and the Sauds might not play cards – then again, I can imagine some
high-stakes games between George II and Prince Bandar - but they vacation together;
they fly around the world to celebrate their family anniversaries. Their children travel in
the same circles and go to the same schools. And God knows, they have a common
interest.

The Saudis live on top of the oil, and the Bushes have the law firms and the oil
equipment and the knowledge to get it out of the ground and turn it into money, and
jets, and jewels, for themselves and for the Sauds. It's a wonderful relationship.
Everyone profits.

That, for me, was the reassuring part: these aren't people with concealed forked tails
and cloven hooves. They live pretty much the way you or I would if we'd grown up the
way they had. They don't hate us; they need us. We consume what they produce, and
we're the tiny little figures swarming over the machines that they see from their palaces
and White Houses. They're just folks. Very, very rich folks.

Unger's book details the interrelationship between the Texas
oil/law/machinery/government combine and Middle East politics better than anything
else I've ever read. It ought to be required reading for anyone who has a political
opinion in 2004.

Replies: 2 comments

Okay, maybe they're not devils, but I still think they make immoral decisions based on
profit instead of anything resembling respect for their fellow human and/or the
environment and/or even the future. I realize the Bush family does not consider itself
part of our common future, but we here in reality know better.

I still want the bastards out of power ASAP. I know we're a flawed experiment in
Democracy, but I don't need it exploited and thrown in my face by people who are too
rich for their own good. Enough already.

Loved your review. Ginger
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Posted by Ginger @ 06/06/2004 02:38 PM PST

Bush 1 and 2 are complete morons, thanks to them, their greed and unethical politics
we are hated

Posted by albert sanchez @ 07/06/2005 10:39 AM PST
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Buzzboy, The World's Most Upbeat Superhero!
Story & Art by John Gallagher & Tim Ogline (or Steve Hauk)

Publisher: Sky Dog Entertainment

Reviewed by Sarah Rasher

The satiric superhero has become his own subgenre. After a few generations of men
called by fate to put on masks and save cities from supervillains, cynicism and self-
awareness caught up with the superhero myth, and writers across media have
considered what superpowers might be like for a real, flawed human being.
Sometimes, as in Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons's classic Watchmen, the portrayal is
melancholy. More often, as with The Tick and Buffy the Vampire Slayer, there's a
bittersweet levity.

In Buzzboy: Monsters, Dreams & Milkshakes, John Gallagher approaches the subject
with madcap silliness. Buzzboy, the world's most upbeat superhero, is a sunny oaf with
a taste for fast food -- the sort who, being chased by a dragon, exclaims, "I am sooooo
busted!" His cast of sidekicks almost, but not quite, put a new spin on things: a busty,
wisecracking cheerleader; a reformed ex-supervillain; and an absurdly competent
African-American hero who doesn't just wink at tokenism but grins at it.

So far, so everything from Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles to Farscape, and sure
enough, a lot of this is overly familiar territory. There's not much new to be found in a
battle against a picture-perfect family that turns out to be demonic, or in tentacled
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aliens that kidnap people for their brains. A lot of the jokes are similarly tired: lines like,
"He disappeared quicker than a Tony Danza sitcom" only made me nostalgic for
Buzzboy's forebears. The stories also seem to be overpopulated with inside jokes that
only Gallagher and his friends are likely to appreciate.

To be fair, Monsters, Dreams & Milkshakes is largely an anthology of odds and ends,
rather than a linear graphic novel, and it includes a number of early stories and other
outtakes. The variable quality is most visible in the art, which is in some places shoddy
and amateurish, but in others polished, detailed, and gleefully retro. Gallagher draws
influence from Archie Comics as well as the more usual suspects, and his cartoonish
style fits his subject matter well. His characters, in particular, are distinct and
expressive; it's clear he spent quite a bit of time designing them.

He also clearly spent a lot of time devising outrageous adventures for Buzzboy, and
the most outrageous of them are the most effective. The army of laser-wielding wiener
dogs is a juvenile gag on the surface, but drawn with such knowing absurdity that it's
hilarious. Becca, the cheerleader sidekick, transcends her plucky-girl stereotype,
snagging many of the best lines in the book, including an exhortation for comic book
snobs everywhere to shut up and read Norman Mailer.

Gallagher's enthusiasm for his creations makes Buzzboy a winning, if not terribly
original, stab at postmodern superhero comedy. Fans of The Tick and the Evil Dead
films will probably love the humor and the bright, clever art. Still, it's difficult to read this
without thinking of all the other heroes who are an awful lot like Buzzboy; he may be a
harbinger of a genre that is fast passing into cliché.
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The Pirates and the Mouse:
Disney's War Against the Counterculture (2003)
Bob Levin
Fantagraphics Books, 270 pages, $24
ISBN: 156097530X

Reviewed by William Wentworth-Sheilds

If you only know Mickey as a 'Hello Kitty-esque' theme-park
mascot, The Pirates and the Mouse is a startling and evocative
book that recreates an earlier time, when Mickey Mouse was an
important, potent avatar of American values.

From 1930 to 1955 the daily comic strips and Sunday pages Floyd Gottfredson plotted,
illustrated, and often wrote, were the most vivid expression of Mickey's personality and
world-view. After 1955, the format of the strips changed from adventure serials to gag-
a-day jokes centered on Mickey's life as a suburban working everyman (Gottfredson
continued to illustrate the strip until 1975.). But for a quarter of century, the character
featured in the comic strip was a very different beast from the bland, blank, safe
creature we know today. Mickey was a bravura, swashbuckling hero to match and
exceed the adventures of the man who inspired his first animated short, Plane Crazy:
Charles Lindberg. Mickey retailed his fair share of innocuous, slapstick humor, but the
heart of the strip were longer stories that featured Mickey as a muckraking journalist,
an FBI agent, the beneficiary of a genie's lamp with the ability to wish away city dumps,
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and poverty, a pilot charged with delivering medical supplies to a remote Alaskan
village, and a detective who unmasks a smuggling ring posing as ghosts in a haunted
mansion. The strip had a distinct and visible point of view, a political voice and focus
that was noticed by others before Air Pirates Funnies began its abortive run.

In 1937, Gottfredson began a story that centered on the premise that the ruler of an
obscure, financially destitute Ur-Eastern-European country just happens to look
remarkably like Mickey Mouse himself. Mickey's doppelganger is a dissolute, spoiled,
arrogant, immature fellow who is seen by his advisers as an obstacle to his nation's
solvency. King Michael is gently convinced to take (quite literally), an extended
vacation, while his advisers bring in Mickey. Some remarkably familiar "reforms," such
as cutting taxes, reducing government expenses, and some unfamiliar ones as well,
such as cutting the size of the army in half, are enacted at the instigation of Mickey's
can-do spirit. The latter sequences, of Mickey explaining how to utilize the talents of all
the out-of-work soldiers he has laid off is a fairly bittersweet echo of the times, and
Disney's subsequent efforts as a propaganda arm of the U.S. government during
WWII, producing PSA's and training films for the military, including the notorious
Victory Through Air Power (Which was released a few weeks ago as part of the DVD
collection On the Front Lines, removing it from the short list of films Disney has
declined to republish, Song of the South being the most notable example.).

Mickey incurs the wrath of the fictitious Duke Varlott, who
resolves to put an end to the "King's" new programs,
saying, "One dagger may succeed when a thousand
swordsmen fail!" This made the actual government of
Yugoslavia rather uncomfortable, and they banned several
installments of the strip. And they arrested the reporter for
the New York Times and Reuters, Hubert Harrison, who
reported their censorship. "Monarch of Medioka" ends by
restoring the status quo, more or less. Michael is shown
the error of his ways, resolves to grow up, and stop
throwing the lavish parties that are bankrupting his

country. Mickey and Minnie foil Duke Varlott's coup attempt, enabling Michael to return
to his palace in a hay cart with the cheers of his people ringing in his ears. He pledges
to continue Mickey's reforms, and Mickey and Minnie begin their journey home.
Mickey, the nation-builder!

The entire story is an extended riff on the 1937 adaptation of The Prisoner of Zenda
starring Douglas Fairbanks Jr, a fairly straightforward technique employed many times
by Gottfredson. He would often lift plot-lines, and story ideas from current movies, and
from shorts and movies being produced at Disney. He ruthlessly devoured the cultural
landscape around him, and his strip was as current and edged with satire as any that
shared the page. It wasn't Doonesbury, but it had a point of view, and underneath the
saccharine exterior, Gottfredson's art was deeply political. Fairbanks' Zenda is a
swashbuckling sword-fighting romance epic. In Gottfredson's hands, it becomes
something stranger and dangerous, a duel matching men with guns and cannons
against Mickey, armed with nothing more than his false identity, and his wits. Long
before the Mission: Impossible television series, or the James Bond movies, or Tom
Clancy's Rainbow Six, Gottfredson crafted stories representing an American hegemony
that was beneficent, wise, resourceful, and subtle. In 1970, a small group of young
underground comic-book artists came to believe, after twenty years of wars in Europe,
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Korea, and Vietnam, that this portrait of American power was a lie, and proposed a
novel and unsettling avatar to express their newly ascendant understanding, and strike
back at the established order: Mickey Mouse.

By proving that Mickey could work just as effectively as the embodiment of their
viewpoints, they would make manifest the agenda the Disney Company propounds,
and reveal its corrupt and malignant propagandizing of the discredited establishment.
In service to this ambitious undertaking, Dan O'Neil, Ted Edwards, Bob London, Shary
Flenniken, and Gary Hallgren published two issues of a comic-book titled Air Pirates
Funnies under the imprint "Hell," a nod to Dell Publishing, the company actually
licensed to publish comics featuring Disney's properties, including Mickey Mouse,
Donald Duck, and Uncle Scrooge. The "Air Pirates" were originally villains featured in a
1933 series of strips titled "The Mail Pilot," reprinted in glorious color by
Gladstone/Another Rainbow/Pantheon Books for Mickey Mouse's sixtieth anniversary,
in 1989. It is possible that someone involved with that particular publishing event has a
dark sense of humor. The Air Pirates of 1933 utilized a gigantic, magnetic, metal spider
hanging from a vast zeppelin, shrouded in a man-made cloud to snatch planes out of
the sky. The Air Pirates of 1970's vintage utilized far more confusing weapons that,
often as not, missed their intended targets by a wide margin.

Bob Levin drew from a series of articles he wrote for The Comics Journal as the
inspiration for The Pirates and the Mouse and it retains the pacing and tone of a good
magazine feature. Most of his sources are still alive, including all five of the original
creators of Air Pirates Funnies. As much as it is a treatise of a landmark legal case,
one that "set back parody twenty years," it is an oral history of a decade-long event at
the epicenter of the world of underground comix. There are two major difficulties Levin
(and his readers) encounter in this project. First, it is steeped in the ambiguity of
remembrances seen through a haze of marijuana, alcohol, and acid. Compounding this
phenomenon is the man at the center of the narrative, the fellow who conceived and
articulated the mission of undermining Disney's grip on American culture using its own
characters. In the words of one of his attorneys, a quote that can be found in the first of
the many, many footnotes to the main text (190 in all), "You don't talk to Dan [O'Neil] if
what you're interested in is some Kantean[sic] discourse addressing the abstract
nature of truth. He's Irish." Everywhere he appears in the text, curlicues, caveats,
footnotes, addendum, and bemusement follow close behind.

Pirates is a short book that covers an
enormous subject. There are
chapters devoted to summarizing the
histories of the Disney Corporation,
the Underground Comics movement,
the birth of comic conventions, the
emergence of the direct sales market
for comic-books, Dan O'Neil, Irish
Revolutionary and Epic Fabulist, and
not least, the decade-spanning slap-
fight that was Disney's response to
the publication of Air Pirates Funnies.
Despite taking such a very long road
to its final conclusion, the outcome
was never in doubt. O'Neil and his
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co-conspirators never succeeded in convincing a single judge of the merits of their
defense, not the man assigned to run their trial (Which never actually transpired,
because they failed to defeat Disney's motion for summary judgement. Indeed, their
lawyer failed to meet the deadline for responding to Disney's motion.), not the three-
judge panel at the Ninth Circuit Federal Court of Appeals, or the magistrate who
decided to impose the maximum allowable damages under the law as punishment for
their infringing behavior. The Supreme Court declined to even hear the case. Only after
all these men had decided against him, did O'Neil produce something that succeeded
in articulating his arguments concerning the limits of copyright protection, the protected
status of parody, and the hypocrisy of Walt Disney's moral vision.

With a $190,000 judgement hanging over his head and a decade-spanning series of
rulings from the federal court system entered against him, "Communique #1 from the
M.L.F.," a four-page manifesto explaining his intentions, and limning his answers to
the legal and moral questions raised by his adventure, appeared under Dan O'Neil's
name in Stewart Brand's Co-Evolution Quarterly #21, in the spring of 1979. Stewart
Brand, who founded and edited the original Whole Earth Catalog, would go on to co-
found The Well, and was one of the founding board members of the Electronic Frontier
Foundation. His resume notes his role in founding and editing CoEvolution Quarterly,
but alas, is silent on his stature as one of the few, the brave, the absolutely-fucking-
insane who have published Dan O'Neil's work.

Pirates reprints "Communique #1" in its entirety, along with the covers of the two Air
Pirates Funnies comics, the cover and further exerpts from the Air Pirates Pirate
edition, produced in 1971 in violation of the injunction forbidding O'Neil, Richards, et al
from featuring Disney characters in their art, as well as photos of the main players, and
a great deal else besides. It's almost worth the asking price for the illustrations by
themselves. What makes Levin's analysis interesting is his careful weaving of legal
analysis with his first-hand reporting, featuring the people directly involved. We learn,
for instance, that the original vision of the air pirates, to comment on, and revile
Disney's cultural agenda with its own properties is worthwhile, and worth being
protected. The artwork they actually created and published in the pages of their comic
book? A tougher call. As a case study of modern copyright law, and the conflict
between free expression, intellectual property, corporate, cultural, and countercultural
values, The Pirates and the Mouse is an invaluable primer, and should be parked in a
place of honor on your bookshelf next to Lawrence Lessig's The Future of Ideas, and
Free Culture

 
The Wapshott Press

http://www.well.com/aboutwell.html
http://www.eff.org/about/
http://www.eff.org/about/
http://www.well.com/user/sbb/bio.html
http://www.the-future-of-ideas.com/
http://www.free-culture.cc/freecontent/
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/


Archived Entry - 06/01/2004: "We must start our revolution at once!"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000106.htm[4/27/2019 3:39:18 PM]

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 05/31/2004: "Trek book review: Last Roundup"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000105.htm[4/27/2019 3:39:22 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Graphic Novel Review: "Y, The Last Man""] [Main Index] [Next entry:
"We must start our revolution at once!"]

05/31/2004 Archived Entry: "Trek book review: Last Roundup"

Star Trek: The Last Roundup
By Christie Golden
Published by Star Trek Books
326 pages, $6.99
ISBN: 074344910X

Reviewed By Laurel Sutton

Plot Summary: Kirk, Chekov, and Scotty go off to some new colony founded by Kirk's
boneheaded nephews. Things are not as idyllic as they seem, and soon Our Gang
(aided by Spock et al aboard a Klingon ship) have to save the galaxy from blowing up.
They do, and everyone breathes a sigh of relief until the next book is published, thirty
minutes later.

Review: I knew this was going to happen. We just start reviewing these Trek books,
right? The first one I pick is Catalyst of Sorrows, which happens to be a really good
book by an author I like. Yay! I am happy! I pick up the next one in the queue and what
do I get? An implausible plot, characters doing the Stupid Dance, and a deus ex
machina in the form of Azetbur, who wants to pay back a debt to Kirk for saving
everyone's hash in STIV.

Oh, and a new alien who's really, really annoying. In fact, I was wondering exactly why
she annoyed me so much - until I realized that she is Mary Sue in disguise! Yes, in a
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pro novel, published by ST Books and everything. Cadet Skalli, the first of her race to
join Starfleet – beautiful (except she's purple and has horse ears), smart (an eidetic
memory, no less), ambitious (she wants to be an ambassador), terribly emotional
(crying at the drop of a communicator); she gets to have Kirk as her personal advisor,
cutting in line ahead of the thousands of other cadets who've waited their turn through
6 movies; and so devoted to JTK that she quits the Fleet to follow him to this colony
and ends up helping him save everything! She convinces the bad guy to not be so bad
and to destroy his Ultimate Weapon! Hurray for Skalli!

It was amusing to read a book that featured the three Trek characters whose
portrayors hated each other the most. (Sulu's in there for a little bit, so you get some
bonus bitterness.) In Chapter 5, Kirk decides, for no other reason than it's summer
vacation at the Academy, that he will throw away everything and leave Earth and
Starfleet forever and join his nephews in a little colony they're setting up in some far
corner of the quadrant. And he invites Chekov and Scotty to join him. And they do,
because Chekov's bored and Scotty doesn't like the rain in Scotland. Huh? Oh sure, no
friends, no responsibilities, we'll just take off and have fun ploughing the fields on
Sanctuary (now there's a fresh name for a colony). The stuff with Spock and McCoy
and Uhura palling around with the Klingons is fun, but it doesn't make up for the
ridiculousness of Kirk's being in the middle of the mess on Sanctuary.

The science-fictiony plot stuff – aliens wanting to retake a planet, nanoviruses
implanted in dilithium crystals, the Orions acting all Sopranos – is fine and would
probably make a much better story featuring someone else that isn't Kirk. This isn't a
bad book, just a dopey one; I hope the writer got enough money out of this one to go
write some original fiction, because – minus the Mary Sue – she seems better than
writing to spec for the Trek factory.

You may also want to know that you get a free Trek crossword puzzle in the back of
this book, along with thirteen pages listing all the Trek books available from Pocket
Books. At this rate, Stephen King will be hard-pressed to stay ahead.
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Y, The Last Man, Trades 1-3
Publisher: DC Comics

Reviewed by Ginger Mayerson

Y All the Misogyny in "Y, The Last Man"?

Before we get started, I wish to recommend my fellow reviewer, Kathy LaFollett's
review, It’s the Women, Y, be read along with this one for another point of view on this
work. GM July 10, 2004

After reading the first three trades of "Y, The Last Man", and learning that there is a film
in the works, I must wonder why there is so much institutional support for such a
negative vision of a world, for whatever reasons, dominated by women? Are women
really that scary or are women just scary to the people who produce pop culture?

Basically, here's what happens: For reasons yet to be explained, all the men on earth
die, except one guy, Yorick Brown, who just wants to get from NYC to Australia so he
can marry his vacationing girlfriend. Yorick has a male pet monkey, who has somehow
also survived and couldn't care less. In the 1980s, Frank Herbert published a novel like
this called "The White Plague" (ISBN 0517445158), which killed most of the women on
earth with a lethally designed virus that spread like the flu. So, some women survived
simply because they didn't come into contact with the virus before it ran its course. This
left enough women around for the practice of polyandry to be necessary, which is not
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only logical, but is about as close to a happy ending as a book like this gets.
Interestingly and unlike "Y, The Last Man", the world after the White Plague did not
devolve into savagery presumably because there were still enough men at the tiller or
something. Also along these "last man" lines is Harlan Ellison's "A Boy and his Dog"
(ISBN 1883398479), of which I've only seen the film (ASIN B0000C825J). However,
when the literally virile protagonist is captured by the underground literally sterile family
values-types, he is not allowed to run amok among the maidens, impregnating them
willy nilly. No, unfortunately for him, he's strapped down and is being milked for his
sperm because these family values-types must control everyone's reproductive
system. Of course he escapes and feeds his girlfriend, who helped him escape, to his
starving telepathic dog. I'm not sure if this is a happy ending or not; I'd say the species
imperative (reproduction) is as strong in the boy as any other virile boy, but his desire
to keep his telepathic dog alive outweighs his desire to mate with that particular female
(loyalty and gratitude aside), especially when his chances of finding other females to
mate with were higher with his telepathic dog, and lower with his girlfriend. Happy
ending? Perhaps not, but it is certainly a more logical and natural narrative than
anything in "Y, The Last Man". [1]

Alas, poor Yorick (that's who he's named after, honest)! He is the only male human left
on earth and therefore is so precious, he must be enslaved for his own good. And by
whom is he enslaved? By a bevy of powerful women, because only powerful,
resourceful, and heavily armed women can protect him from the enraged, homicidal,
and heavily armed lesbians, and the cold, steely-eyed, and heavily armed Israeli
Commandos (female, of course), who are trying to kill Yorick for some as yet
undisclosed reason.

Hey, I had nothing to do with this plot line. When this book was first described to me, I
had visions of a Kevin Costner-type hunk, marching across a blasted American
landscape on a quest for his soulmate and perhaps delivering a little mail on the way.
What you have in Yorick Brown is more a Jim Carrey-type of guy, which tells you how
much trouble the species is really in. He's a loveable nebbish of a guy, the kind of guy
whose wife wins the arguments with auto mechanics, files the taxes, and generally
props up his misshapen ego so as to allow him to lead the life of a sheltered maiden of
old. Now, am I still talking about an improbable sci-fi comic or am I talking about a
sizeable number of inept, but charming, men who've found strong, gainfully employed
women to take care of them in exchange for sex (maybe), companionship (of sorts,
what does a househusband have in the way of conversation?) and staying out of the
(paid for by the wife because she can't stand the mess) housekeeper's way once a
week? If marriage wasn't state sanctioned prostitution before, it sure is now. In a world
where brains and typing speed have, for better or for worse, prevailed over brawn, is
the very best the West can come up with really the Institutional Gigolo?

Full disclosure: I like men who are good at something other than male posturing. The
word "mastery" is a good word and everyone should, in addition to having enough skills
to support themselves, master or strive to master at least one thing in life. Whether it's
a musical instrument, a sport, the stock market, feng shui, gardening, or working for
world peace; there's all kinds of things out there to make it a better world, it's just a
matter of getting off the couch because the Institutional Gigolo, and the Professional
Wife for that matter, are not doing much to make the planet a place future generations
are going to thank anyone for. In fact, the way things are going, the Institutional Gigolo
and the Professional Wife aren't going to last long in the wilderness they are
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contributing to and only the Kevin Costner-types will be left to rule the wastelands.

However, back to "Y, The Last Man". The writer on the first trade, Brian K. Vaughan,
sidesteps the issues of how men and women can live together in peace by giving us a
world where they no longer have to live together at all. This is accomplished by killing
off all the men on earth, except the one whose DNA or RNA or endocrine or immune
system or aftershave or something has saved him. And all that's left in the world to
prop up this one guy (and his monkey) are women: good ones, bad ones, fat ones, thin
ones, you name it ones, because that's all that's left, folks. Is this comic misogynist?
Yes, because women are stereotyped, parodied and often trashed in it.

So, let's take a look at these humans with two complete chromosomes:

1. Yorick's girlfriend, who is vacationing in Australia, has no real purpose in the story
yet beyond a plot device and some cheesecake value.

2. Yorick's mother, who is an anti-choice liberal member of Congress. Aside from
providing the comic value of an anti-choice liberal and illustrating how messed up
things are after all but one of the men die, she hasn't done much else in the story thus
far. She does appear to be helping the Secretary of Agriculture (a woman) who is now
President run the country from D.C. Of course if the U.S. really did devolve into chaos,
D.C. would be the most irrelevant place on earth.

3. Israeli commandos or commandas, who are trying to kill whatever men are left along
with anyone who can explain what the hell might be going on (which would be nice in
this story), but we readers have no idea why these soldiers are on this mission. Even
they don't seem to know. Why are they Israelis? I've no idea other than that there was
a hint of a subplot that takes place in Israel, but nothing more was made of it by the
end of the third trade. And if there are anti-Semitic notes here, I missed it in the sea of
misogynistic tympani.

4. The good, blond Russian agent with bad English who gets to save the day, but
that's about it.

5. The homicidal, radical, lesbian feminists who lend an element of psycho menace to
the story. These characters are the worst nightmare of every little boy trapped inside
the body of an angry thirty-plus year old man. Rush Limbaugh couldn't have done a
better job realizing his Feminazis, who, no longer having any innocent men to oppress,
must oppress each other. These villainesses are a weird combination of a 1970s
feminist rally and the Manson family. I found it hard to take them seriously as
villainesses because they are such an extreme version of feminism gone wild, they
become a humorless and insulting parody of gender scholarship, feminism, women,
and women in society as we know it.

6. The weird and clueless scientist lady wearing glasses who cloned a baby boy to
save her nephew from leukemia and somehow killed all the men when she went into
labor. Okay. I'm not an expert in parthenogenesis, so I asked Professor K.E. Rodgers,
Ph.D., DABT, at the University of Southern California School of Medicine and she said
it is only possible to create women that way. You can fertilize an ovum with an ovum,
but without a Y chromosome, which lives in sperm, you can't get boys, only girls. And
then, how one event -- the birth of a child -- could trigger the death of every male but
one on the planet is going to take a great deal of explaining to make any sense. I could
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accept a virus, an allergy, a toxin, a climate change, or some organic event wiping out
the male population, but just one birth? I mean, neither sex of our species has a global
"off" switch that I'm aware of. I'll be very interested in the comic book explanation of this
phenomenon. [2]

7. And then we have Agent 355 who is the only major black character in all four
hundred and more pages I read. She's a secret agent for a secret bureau of the U.S.
Gov; she's so secret no one can know her real name; she only kills as a last resort; she
has no sense of humor; she's tough as nails, and she's getting a crush on Yorick
(remember him?). Now, perhaps I'm reading too much into this, but when I combine a
strong black woman protecting an inept white man on a journey to freedom or
whatever, how can I not start feeling that this is some kind of a futuristic "Huckleberry
Finn"? I'm just waiting for Yorick to say "Come back to the raft, 355, honey" and I can
retire from all this review stuff.

Yes, there are other women in this story; there are even two other men who don't last
very long, and all of these characters are even flatter than the ones I've mentioned
above.

And then there is Yorick, who is saving all his sperm for his girlfriend in Australia if he
can ever get there. Now, this kind of fidelity would be admirable in a normal world, but
in a world where he should be spreading his seed as much as possible, it's merely
effete, passive, and self-castrating. I cannot help but feel that Mr. Vaughan's
presentation of Yorick's sensitive modesty is not designed to make the last man among
us look good (it only makes him look weak), but to make the women around him look
bad. Compared to Yorick, the women around him are savages, brutes, and
psychopaths, when in the hands of a more sympathetic writer, they might simply be
trying to rebuild a world that was at least 50% screwed up by men, who are no longer
around to clean up their half of the mess.

What comic book consumers is "Y, The Last Man" aimed at? Certainly not women
reading comics; every female stereotype is blown out of proportion and frequently in
the most offensive way possible. I can't speak for all men, but I don't know many who
would be able to identify and sympathize with Yorick (or his monkey). People of color
are pretty much invisible in this comic, so they're not going to like it. Israeli commandos
have better things to do than read comics that cast them as the morally questionable, if
not bad guys, I mean, gals. Science fiction lovers are going to be annoyed by the bad
and improbable science. Little kids are not going to understand it and shouldn't be
reading it anyway. So... who does that leave to buy this comic?

I don't have a copy of Susan Faludi's "Backlash" (ISBN 0385425074) handy, but I do
remember her passages about the audiences, mainly the men, cheering at the end of
"Fatal Attraction" where the inept husband is trying to drown the woman who has been
stalking him and his family after he has a one-night stand with her. I can remember the
tension of that scene, but not feeling any bloodlust. Yes, she was a villain, but
cheering? And mostly the men cheering?

When the film of "Y, The
Last Man" is released, I
wonder if the men in the
audience will cheer
when the homicidal,
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radical, lesbian feminists
die. This film, like "Fatal
Attraction", sounds like
more Hollywood
produced propaganda
for misogyny and I find
that sad, if not a little
alarming. [3]

Intentionally or not, I
think this series and film
are aimed at young
white men who hate and
fear women and who get
off on manufactured
violence toward women.
If you take away all the

men, who is left to kill and be killed horribly, but the women? It's misogyny squared.

Our society has advanced far enough that, although
thousands are murdered every year, it is generally
considered uncool for a man to kill a woman. So DC
Comics is doing its readers a great favor by allowing
them to sublimate what are decidedly illegal urges
by reading about women murdering each other.
Hey, Y not? It's like porn for the impotent; if you
can't do it, you can at least watch it.

Disclaimer: However much I didn't like what I saw in "Y, The Last Man", I am by no
means advocating censorship in this review. I'm advocating consciousness in how we

read and interact with pop culture and
how that percolates into the world we live
in. Here in the U.S. we still enjoy freedom
of speech, so "Y, The Last Man" has
every right to present a world of women
(except for one guy and his monkey) in
what I consider a negative light and I have
every right to point that out and also limn

what I consider the wider implications of such ideas and their presentation. Without
discourse we are truly doomed, even more so than if suddenly one or the other sex
were to disappear from the planet.

* * *

Other Reviews of "Y, The Last Man":

http://www.comingsoon.net/news/irobotnews.php?id=1882

http://www.comingsoon.net/news/irobotnews.php?id=1882
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http://www.salon.com/mwt/feature/2003/07/21/yorick/a>

http://www.thefourthrail.com/reviews/critiques/071502/ythelastman1.shtml

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/1563899809/104-6743230-2851940?
v=glance

http://www.aintitcool.com/display.cgi?id=13665

Endnotes:
1. In discussing this revessay with Jane Seaton, a more serious sci-fi fan than I, two
issues came up. Firstly, Jane chided me for trashing "The White Plague" and "A Boy
and His Dog". As much as I like those works, the latter more than the former, I just
don't take them very seriously. They are amusing and interesting as speculative
sociology and at least Herbert speculates with something close to feasible science, but
they still only amusing to me. However, it was never my intention to trash either of
those works or authors.

Secondly, Jane mentioned a long out of print work called " The Disappearance" (ASIN
0446828378) by Philip Wylie, which leads me to believe that any work of fiction where
one sex or the other dominates the world is going to have huge gender issues in it.
Here's a link to the best revessay on "The Disappearance" I found in my admittedly
limited search, http://www.lostbooks.org/reviews/1998-12-22-1.html, review by D. D.
Shade, who gave it a rave on December 22, 1998, so I'll quote from that:

"Wylie covers a lot of ground in this novel and there are many fresh, new ideas for a
book written in 1951. Since I'm without notes, we'll go by what still lingers in my mind.
First off, I was quite intrigued by the idea of comparing a world run by women to a
world run my men. Herein lies the most disastrous aspects of the book. I was totally
unprepared for the havoc that such a catastrophe would cause. Because in the fifties
men were in control of nearly everything, they didn't have to suffer as much as quickly.
Yes, they had to find all the male babies who had been deserted but the factories ran,
water poured from kitchen taps, trains kept their schedule and the government was a
resilient source of support. However, there was also rioting, looting, and the
resurgence of gang violence.

"In the woman's universe things are much better socially but fall apart functionally.
According to Wylie, because men had kept women home and ignorant of the way the
world works, even keeping them out of careers that would have kept the turbines
generating electricity, the trains running and the water on, the women suffer more and
it comes quickly. Yet he doesn't leave us to think that women are incapable. There are
many that have the necessary training or are willing to learn what it takes to keep
things running. Wylie's women do a great job but are limited by how society has
dominated them. Even today, were the same phenomenon to occur, given the few
women senators and congressmen we would have little government left in spite of the
fact that we currently have a first lady well suited to taking on the role of president.
Wylie clearly argues that we are fools to allow the intellectual potential of women go to
waste."

So, to fast forward 52 years into the world of "Y, The Last Man" and you have worst of
all possible worlds: chaos and aggression run amok and all because there are no men.

http://www.salon.com/mwt/feature/2003/07/21/yorick/
http://www.thefourthrail.com/reviews/critiques/071502/ythelastman1.shtml
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/1563899809%3Fv%3Dglance
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/1563899809%3Fv%3Dglance
http://www.aintitcool.com/display.cgi?id=13665
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0446828378/qid%253D1086065872/sr%253D11-1/ref%253Dsr%5F11%5F1/gingermayerso-20
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Is this progress? I think not. At least Wylie allows women to retain some dignity in his
1950s world even if they can't fix a leaky faucet.

However, I wonder at Wylie's opinion of women; he did after all co-author "Generation
of Vipers" (ISBN 1564781461) still very much in print and still containing this very
famous passage on Momism, which begins thus:

"She is Cinderella, the creature I discussed earlier, the shining-haired, the starry-eyed,
the ruby-lipped virgo aeternis, of which there is presumably one, and only one, or a
one-and-only for each male, whose dream is fixed upon her deflowerment and
subsequent perpetual possession."
http://www.library.csi.cuny.edu/dept/history/lavender/momism.html for the rest of it,
which goes on and on in the same vein and just gets nastier. (Full disclosure: I have
tried to read "Generation of Vipers" and couldn't get through it.)

If Wylie's point was that letting the intellectual potential of women go to waste, how
would his method of attacking women, mothers in particular, fit in with rescuing the
female from her oppression? Isn't this more oppression? What am I missing here?

To be fair to everyone, I'm not a connoisseur of this type of dystopian novels, but of
these four ("The White Plague", "A Boy and His Dog", "The Disappearance" and "Y,
The Last Man"), there are palpable misogynistic themes in all of them. I don't think
misogyny comes with the territory, but as I said, I'm not an expert on this genre.
2. I'm well aware that "Y, The Last Man" is fiction, science or speculative fiction at that
and not fantasy, which is why I am about to pick the science in it apart. It is my firm
belief that if you are going to write speculative fiction, at least get your speculations
close to correct and it would take one measly phone call to really anyone at a medical
school to do that. Most scientists are fairly patient with people who call them if there is
a sincere desire on the callers part to understand that field of science for the purposes
of pop culture or journalism. But anyway, here's what I found out from Dr. KE Rodgers
and what I think based that conversation:

It would take a week minimum for a virus as virulent as Ebola to go through any size
population, let alone all the men (except one and his monkey). Also, viruses are not
gender specific, the only way it could kill only men would be because men have less
flexible immune systems and might not be able to respond in time. (Real science fact:
Men have less flexible immune systems because they don't incubate fetuses. Female
immune systems are able to recognize an embryo and not kill it.) A nerve gas-toxin
would make more real science sense, but a) how would one birth release that kind of
toxin?, b) toxins are not gender specific either, c) it would have to be potent enough to
cross oceans and land masses to kill all the males (and females, for that matter) on the
planet.

I mean, if I were going to kill all the males, I might introduce an environmental toxin that
would progressively weaken the immune systems of all the young, healthy males, so
that when the virus or toxin went through the population, they would have no immune
defense against it. It would not be necessary to do this for the very old or very young
males because viruses and toxins have no problem killing them off. For example, in the
early 20th century influenza epidemics and the more recent SARS outbreaks, the
young and healthy of both sexes survived it, but it killed the infirm, old, and/or very
young populations. But again there is the problem that toxins are not gender specific
and even though men have a less robust immune system than women, it still works

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/1564781461/qid%3D1086065984/sr%3D1-1
http://www.library.csi.cuny.edu/dept/history/lavender/momism.html


Archived Entry - 05/31/2004: "Graphic Novel Review: "Y, The Last Man""

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000104.htm[4/27/2019 3:39:26 PM]

well enough to keep most of them alive. So, not that killing all the men was ever an
option or in the least bit desirable, it isn't even possible. War and poverty are still the
biggest killer of males, but both of those are ugly routes for androcide.

The other way-the-hell-out-in-left-field-and-on-the-edge-of-possible option Dr.
Rodgers mentioned was grafting a "death gene" (i.e., an "off switch") to the Y
chromosome of every male. The "death gene" could be introduced through the water
supply and activated also through the water supply by tetracycline (I think). This idea
was actually and coherently explored in Robin Cook's "Mututaion" and even there it
wasn't particularly well done. (I was surprised that Dr. Rodgers reads Robin Cook, but
she said he always has an evil Ph.D. in every book and this is usually good for a few
laughs.)

Parthenogenesis: According to Dictionary.com, this is a form of reproduction in which
an unfertilized egg develops into a new individual, occurring commonly among insects
and certain other arthropods. In mammals, it can only produce females. If the weird
and clueless scientist lady wearing glasses bone marrow and if her bone marrow was
good enough for a baby boy (if that were even possible), it would be good enough to
give to her nephew for a bone marrow transplant. I mean, why wait 9 months to term
and then however long it would take for the spare parts baby to be old enough to
harvest its bone marrow. And if the weird and clueless scientist lady wearing glasses
was just carrying the her sister or sister-in-law's ex vitro fertilized fetus to term, then it's
not cloning, so the weird and clueless genetic science falls apart right there, too.

Dr. Rodgers parting words to me on this subject were that she didn't understand why I
cared about the bad science in "Y, The Last Man", it was, after all, only a comic book. I
didn't have the heart to tell her that a sizeable number of people get their science ideas
from comic books and pop culture. Such as, when the Galileo probe was
malfunctioning some years ago, someone suggested that NASA send another probe or
the space shuttle out to repair it. Apparently many people don't seem to realize that it
takes years, many of them, for a machine to reach, say, Jupiter: Galileo was launched
in on October 18, 1989 and got to Jupiter on December 7, 1995
(http://www.seasky.org/spacexp/sky5c01.html). Yes, I know the starship Enterprise
would have been there in fifteen minutes and Scotty would have had the bugger up and
running in no time, but if NASA has a warp drive, they're being awfully quiet about it.

Researchers like Dr. Rodgers are too busy doing real science to worry about bad
science fiction, which leaves it up to omni-science fans like me to worry about. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank Dr. Rodgers for her time and patience in
answering my science questions.
3. Okay, why am I so het up about what I perceive as the institutional support of
misogyny in this comic? Because it plays into what I perceive as a larger and more
serious problem in our society. We live in rather strange times, here's a laundry list of
our current governments actions to control women:
http://www.thetruthaboutgeorge.com/women/ and this sums it up better than I can. As
far as violence against women goes, we here in Southern California (where your worst
nightmare is probably happening to someone else right now) are in the middle of
something called the "OC Rape Case" (http://www.hypocrites.com/modules.php?
name=News&file=print&sid=17006) in which the attorney for defendant Gregory Scott
Haidl, Joseph G. Cavallo, wrote in his motion: "The complaining witness was
undiscriminating in her sexual encounters and was willing to do anything with anybody

http://www.seasky.org/spacexp/sky5c01.html
http://www.thetruthaboutgeorge.com/women/
http://www.hypocrites.com/modules.php?name=News&file=print&sid=17006
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if it met her needs and desires." Back in reality as we know it, the circumstance were
thus: In 2002, "Prosecutors allege Haidl, 18, Kyle Nachreiner and Keith Spann, both
19, drugged her unconscious and then videotaped themselves having sex with her on
a pool table in a Newport Beach home owned by Haidl’s father - Assistant Sheriff Don
Haidl." (http://www.ocweekly.com/ink/04/29/news-moxley.php) The video show the
(unconscious) victim had no gag reflex when being violently orally sodomized and no
pain response when lit cigarettes were put out in her vagina and a pool cue into her
anus. Do I shock you? I apologize, but real life is much more shocking than the comics
because it's real. However, what really shocks me is when callers to "The John and
Ken Show" (which I usually loathe but they're on the side of the angels in this one)
make statements on the radio to the effect that the girl should not have been in a
position where she could be drugged, raped, and abused. Aside from the fact that this
is an outrageous idea, she knew these guys from High School, she was dating one of
them, she was sixteen, and there is a law that having sex with someone who is
unconscious is rape, what Haidl, Nachreiner and Spann did was wrong in every sense
of the word. They videotaped it and then passed it around like a stag film, so it's not a
matter of whether they did it, but how guilty they are of it. Trying to make the case that
"she had it coming" or "she was just faking being unconscious" (yeah, right), is
unforgivable, but it is just a lawyer trying to get his clients off the hook. On the other
hand, for private citizens, all male that I'm aware of, to say she had it coming is
extreme woman hating and a case like this shows us how deeply ingrained virulent and
casual misogyny is in our society. I hate to sound like Germaine Greer in "The Female
Eunuch" (ISBN 0374527628), but my final question here must be why do (some) men
hate women so much?

July 10, 2004 note added: Kathy LaFollett sent this to me a few days after the OC rape
case ended in a mistrial:

"BEDFORD -- A 15-year-old girl was raped while fellow students watched after being
drugged at a weekend party, police said."
Police: Teens watched rape at party, Associated Press June 30, 2004 UPDATE
052707: Goddam newspaper links, here's a link I don't like, but proves this article did
exist once even though dammif I can find it now.

When did rape become fun to watch? Has it always been fun to watch and I just don't
get it? I don't get cockfighting or looking at car accidents either.

* * *

Note: I had a hard time putting this review up because a) it was from review copies
from DC Comics and b) I don't want to alienate anyone there because they're been
very nice to J LHLS. But then I remembered that self-censorship is as bad as any other
kind of censorship, so here's the review.

Ginger Mayerson
May 2004

http://www.ocweekly.com/ink/04/29/news-moxley.php
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The End?

June 20, 2006: Another review wondering about this title's popularity " the last man,
because..." and a blog entry on how porn has become confused with empowerment.

Hate mail:

This much anger about a comic book is just further proof I'm on the right track with this
review.

And, posted for your amusement, more hate mail that I kept the emails on.

Replies: 2 comments

Hi Ginger!

I've read the first "Y" trade so I think I can talk about it. I'd like to give you my opinion.
When reading the book I never felt that women (generally speaking) were portrayed as
bad or stupid or violent. All those "bad girls" in the book are, for me, just crazy people.
People get crazy when things like that happen, I imagine. So when reading the book I
didn't think "Wow, women have lost control!" but "Wow, people have lost control!". And
I don't think all those amazons are making Yorick look like a nice guy compared to
them. In fact Yorick is an archetype of the perfect inactive character: he provides the
McGuffin for the book (he's the only man alive, he's travelling to meet his girl) but,
besides that, he does nothing. The rest of characters are who make the story move
and evolve.
Some things about "Y" reminded me a book titled "Our Kind" by Marvin Harris, that I
read some years ago and you may have read too. In that book about anthropology,
Harris discusses that, when talking about behavior, 90% of the diferences between
men and women are just cultural facts, not natural. This said, men are as sensitive as
women are supossed to be, and women are as violent and competitive as men are
supossed to be. It's just a social distinction, not a biological one. I don't know if
Vaughan has read that book or any other by Marvin Harris, but when reading the book
I felt that that's the point that Vaughan was trying to get.
Or, well, let's do it other way. Imagine this story: "X, the last woman". One day,
suddenly, all female animals die, and Xandra is the only girl alive. Except for her, the
only human beings on Earth are men: violent men trying to reach power, forming tribal
groups, fighting other men for food or weapons or whatever. In this world Xandra must
hide her true identity in order to avoid being kidnapped or raped by some men. Would
it be so weird? Then, women can be bad too.
I have read some other works by Brian K. Vaughan and, although nobody is infallible, I
give him some credit, as I think he'll be answering all the questions that were put out in
this first trade. I don't think Vaughan tried to create a controversial book (to get some
free publicity) because I would have never thought about the book's premises being so

http://hackenbush.org/hackenblog/blogives/00002617.htm
http://jadedmandarin.deviantart.com/journal/6942634/
http://jadedmandarin.deviantart.com/journal/6942634/
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controversial. I also would like to think that Vaughan didn't create "Y" as a mysoginistic
comic, though I understand that it can be considered that way if you think of how
women have been socially mistreated for so many centuries.
Well, that's just my opinion. I assure you that if I felt, when reading "Y", that women are
being insulted, I would instantly stop reading the book.

Bye!

Posted by the Walrus himself (Israel) @ 01/21/2006 09:20 AM PST

"Without discourse we are truly doomed, even more so than if suddenly one or the
other sex were to disappear from the planet."

Nope, discourse is dumb. I'd rather wait for our great president and hollywood to tell
me what to think. In other news, I'm working on a plan to get all the books in the library
replaced with Bibles. The only books that matter.

Posted by Tyrell @ 01/29/2006 05:52 PM PST
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Mortal Evidence: The Forensics Behind Nine Shocking Cases
By Cyril Wecht, M.D., J.D., and Greg Saitz, with Mark Curriden

315 pages, $26.00
Published by Prometheus Books

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Summary: The subtitle pretty much says it all. Here are the really famous cases: OJ
did it but he had help; JonBenet Ramsey’s parents were involved; Sam Sheppard did
not murder his wife; Tammy Wynette probably died of natural causes; Amy Grossberg
and Brian Peterson probably didn't murder their newborn child.

I’m a sucker for true crime books – or rather, for true forensics books. It’s not the crime
parts I dig, it’s the science. Sure, I just told you what Wecht, the author, thinks about
some of the cases he discusses, but that's not the important part of this book. It's how
he came to those conclusions – not through intuition or psychic visions or even the jury
verdicts – it's Science, man, the kind you do with measuring tapes and labs and DNA
analysis.

.

Wecht is a pathologist and has written six other popular books about the science of
crime investigations as well as a boatload of professional publications. He's one of the
guys (along with Michael Baden) who always gets called to be on Larry King or 20/20
to talk about current cases – in fact, he was on TV during the OJ trials almost every
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day. Despite being such a media darling, Wecht knows whereof he speaks, and this
book is refreshingly free of psychological theorizing and free-associating that
masquerades as evidence (if you think I'm kidding, pick up that book about Jack the
Ripper by Patricia Cornwell – lady, you might be a crime writer but you wouldn't know
the scientific method if it hit you in your expensively made-up face). It's just the facts,
lots of them, and straightforward reviews of the crucial evidence involved in each case.

Wecht also goes out of his way to detail the errors made by the police during their
investigations – sometimes made honestly, but sometimes gross violations of the
criminal justice system. By now everyone pretty much knows how badly the police
screwed up in the OJ case (by mishandling the crime scene and planting evidence),
and the way the Ohio authorities railroaded Sheppard is appalling to read about.
Again, it's science, which doesn't take sides, but holds the truth for those who would
seek it.

One reason I like this type of book is that you get to find out the "what happened after"
parts. Many of these cases will probably be familiar to the reader, but there are a few
surprises – I can't believe I didn't know about Robert Berdella, who was Jeffrey
Dahmer before there was Jeffrey Dahmer, if you know what I mean. But like most
crimes reported in the press, you read about the developments as they happen and
once another story pushes it off the front pages, you rarely find out the results of all the
testing and analysis. I had followed the Grossberg/Peterson story pretty closely – they
were from New Jersey, after all – and I was as horrified as anyone to think that they
had murdered the baby Grossberg had delivered just hours before. But it never came
out in the media that the baby's autopsy showed a terrible birth defect in the brain that
meant it was likely stillborn or died shortly thereafter – which was consistent with the
story they told. It doesn't excuse them, but it does shed light on why they panicked and
tried to cover the whole thing up.

Oh, and if you're planning on committing a crime? Watch out, 'cause science will get
your ass. It's only a matter of time.
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Wordcraft: The Art of Turning Little Words Into Big Business
By Alex Frankel 
Published by Crown Publishing Group
241 pages, $24.00
ISBN 1400051045 

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Very few books have been written exclusively about naming, so it's a
pleasure to read a book so concerned with our little corner of the

branding industry. Wordcraft is not a how-to guide, but rather an insider's look at how
naming gets done by the pros. Author Alex Frankel was a freelance namer for a while
and helmed the short-lived naming firm Quiddity at the height of the Internet boom. For
the most part, Frankel knows his stuff, and in the course of his research, he was
granted unprecedented access to the innermost workings of naming firms like Lexicon
and Wood Worldwide. These chapters are the best thing about Wordcraft, as we get to
see firsthand the methodology involved in creating the names BlackBerry and Viagra.
The quantity of work that went into creating, refining, and researching these names is a
testament to the difficulty of creating new names that are appropriate and available; it
may therefore be something of a surprise to the layman (but not to me) that both
names were originally created for different products. But that's the way it is in the
naming biz - you never know where the right name will come from.

Frankel also investigates the stories behind Porsche's Cayenne SUV (there was no
story), Landor's involvement with the creation of Accenture (submitted by an Andersen
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Consulting employee), and the promotion of IBM's e-business concept (five billion
dollars later, it's their brand). The book suffers from Frankel's infatuation with Lexicon,
his shallow discussion of linguistics, and his tendency to wander away from naming
into elliptical branding discussions. It's also clear that Frankel included a lot of padding
to make this book 241 pages. And don't books include separate bibliographies
anymore?

Wordcraft is an excellent introduction to naming, despite its flaws, and seems to be
generating a lot of interest in the media. Perhaps one day people won't look at me so
quizzically when I tell them what I do for a living.
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True Porn
Edited by Kelli Nelson and Robyn Chapman
Distributed by Alternative Comics
224 pages, $14.95
ISBN 189186758X

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Another APE purchase; I think this was the most expensive thing I
bought that day. But it was well worth the money. First, though, I

have to argue with the title – sure, it's catchy and daring and all, but heck, this isn't
porn as I would define it: it's not the kind of stuff that makes you want to have sex right
away, either by yourself or with someone else. In fact, the two stories in here that I
would call porn – very detailed drawings of people fucking – come across as sterile
and blasé. Boring. Not erotic. Not even emotional. 

But that's what makes the rest of this collection so good – the artists understand that
sex is hardly ever just sex, it's always intertwined with work, friendships, family, history.
Sex just happens to be the hook for stories that range from comedy to tragedy and
everything in between. There are 42 stories in here, too many to review all of them
individually, so I'll just single out a few for special praise. "Vibro Fun", by Daddy D and
Mari N. Schaal, is a hilarious little story about a guy who wants to make his girlfriend
happy, and contains the immortal line "I know if I had a vibrator sitting around the
house for six months it would sure find its way into MY ass". Aaron Renier's "Where
You Going Star" recreates the giddy experience of finally making out – and nothing
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more – with a teenage crush. "Notes From a Porn Tent", drawn by Cole Johnson like
he's channeling Chester Brown through Adrian Tomine, is the story of one boy's
elaborate plan to watch ten minutes of his first porn film on his parents' VCR. (It was all
about hiding it back then, wasn't it?). And "Rabbit", by Elijah J. Brubaker, is a sweet
and sad look at old flames and what you have to do to make the pain stop.

I would like to conclude this review with an open letter to Steve MacIsaac, who
contributed my favorite piece to this collection, "Waiting for the Bus". Dear Steve: You
so rock. I want to thank you personally for this story, and in particular for the middle
panel on page 141, if you know what I mean and I think you do. I am so impressed with
the way you spin this narrative into two stories that are perfectly contrasted through the
art, the subtle ways in which you convey the alternate history, and the bitter yet clear-
eyed voice of the narrator. Jeez. Stories about discovering one's true sexuality are
easy to find, and so are the what-might-have-been tales, but the way you put them
together in this piece was deeply powerful. This story turned me into a fangirl. I even
forced Ginger to give me her copy of Boy Trouble #5 so I could have your story
"Fucking, Desperate". Everyone needs to know how good you are. 

Replies: 1 Comment

I even forced Ginger to give me her copy of Boy Trouble #5 so I could have your story
"Fucking, Desperate".

Anything for you, Laurel, and it was in the same year as your birthday or something. I'd
finished my review of Boy Trouble, #5, so it could go have a a good home with you.
Yay for APE swag!

Posted by Ginger @ 05/29/2004 06:47 PM PST
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Excalibur #1
Forging The Sword, Part 1 of 4

Story: Chris Claremont
Art: Aaron Lopresti
Publisher: Marvel

Reviewed by Chad Denton

The new "Excalibur" is somewhat the odd duck in the new x-Men line-up launched
under the heading "Reload" (yes, this is about the fifth 'revamping' the X-books have
gotten in the past decade, although, after the experimentalism of the past few years
that's now coming to a crashing halt, "Reload" is more properly described as an 'un-
vamping'). True, it's written by Chris Claremont, the writer who helped make Uncanny
X-Men a Marvel flagship title back in the 70s and who established the notorious, soap
opera-esque formula that would be followed faithfully for about the next three decades
in team superhero books across the board. However, first off, it has nothing to do with
the original "Excalibur," a superhero team title started in 1989 by Claremont and Alan
Davis that, depending on what year you were reading it, was either a British superhero
title that just happened to have a few members of the X-Men roster starring in it or was
an X-Men satellite title. Despite the title, though, this book is actually about Professor
Xavier, who has, despite being a key element to the X-Men mythos, has always been a
bit of a peripheral character, when writers weren't sending him off into extended
vacations in outer space (and who can blame them? It can't be easy to write a
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character who's both a supreme pacifist and a near omnipotent telepath.) Finally, the
premise is rather unusual: so far it seems it's going to be about Professor Xavier's
efforts to rebuild the mutant nation of Genosha, which was obliterated during the
course of Grant Morrison's "New X-Men" run.

There aren't many mainstream superhero comics out there that devote themselves to
the story of efforts to rebuild a nation devastated by genocide and the character of
Charles Xavier is one that has deserved a spotlight for years, so I really want to like
this, even though Claremont hasn't been at the top of his game since 1986 (in my
opinion; go to your local comic book shop if you really want lengthy debates as to when
Claremont jumped the shark). Yet I had heard from reliable sources that a few of
Claremont's recent stories for the X- books had been quite good and, hey, fond
memories of his work in the 70s and early 80s still echoed in my head, so I came at
"Excalibur" with fairly high expectations.

No offense, Chris, but I want my optimism back.

Following Marvel's policy of super-condensed storytelling, the entire issue
features...Charles (who is crippled again, mind) dragging Magneto's coffin after events
in a recent issue of "Uncanny X-Men". Exactly why he's been left completely alone with
Magneto's body isn't too clear, even to those who have read the issue in question (and
I have), since you'd think Xavier's pupils and devotees would have more respect for
him than to leave him alone in a wasteland with the corpse of his archenemy, but
whatever. Anyway, along the way he has a conversation with a hallucination of his late
love Moira McTaggert (who, disturbingly enough, presents a couple of T&A shots,
which kind of kills any serious, mournful effect Claremont might be trying to achieve)
and runs into two new mutant students who have either survived the attacks or
returned to Genosha. One's a boy named Freakshow who can turn into a monster,
which is fine, the other's a Goth girl named Wicked who can conjure up ghosts, which
is, well, downright horrible. You would think that, if you were living in endless ruins
where "not even the cockroaches have survived," food and shelter would be higher
priorities than being able to deck oneself out in Goth jewelry, leather shorts and top,
and fishnet stockings, but, again, whatever. It's at least good to see that Claremont is in
sync with the trends of last decade.

Oh, and there's a plot twist at the end which will probably irritate people who have read
through Morrison's run. Frankly, it was coming sooner or later, but I sort of dread where
Claremont's going with this and whether or not it's going to make confetti out of
Morrison's story.

Luckily, the art takes up the slack. The cover art is gorgeous, while Lopresti's art is
quite good, especially considering that it was apparently a last-minute job. The
barrenness of Genosha is effectively depicted and rescued from being the monotonous
background it could have been. His characters, especially his Xavier, are meticulously
detailed down to the slightest facial expression, although Wicked still looks like a video
game character.

I feel like I might follow this series for a little while, because it really does have a fresh
and promising premise, but this is not a promising start.

***



Archived Entry - 05/25/2004: "Marvel Comic review: Excalibur #1"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000099.htm[4/27/2019 3:39:40 PM]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


Archived Entry - 05/25/2004: "Marvel Comic review: Excalibur #1"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000099.htm[4/27/2019 3:39:40 PM]

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 05/23/2004: "Graphic Novel Review of "Cats Don't Exist""

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000098.htm[4/27/2019 3:39:44 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Book Review: The Confusion"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "Marvel
Comic review: Excalibur #1"]

05/23/2004 Archived Entry: "Graphic Novel Review of "Cats
Don't Exist""

Cats Don't Exist
by Jis, aka Jose Ignacio Solorzano

90 pages.
Published by Fantagraphics Books.)

Reviewed by Tom Good

In "Cats Don't Exist," Mexican artist Jis offers up a hallucinatory world filled with
oddities, from furry demons playing ping-pong to ten-armed mermaids. Humans turn
into rats, snakes, and toads, while animals are consumed with strange thoughts and
dreams of their own. Though it is hard to describe just how weird this book is, it is also
quite entertaining, playful and funny. The art work alone had me laughing out loud at
times, because Jis draws some of the most amusing exaggerated facial expressions
I've ever seen. 

Some of the pictures in "Cats Don't Exist" are so complex and strange that it takes
some effort to even figure out what is going on. On one page a dog, whose leash is
attached to an armless Medusa tied by the neck and waist to a tree, fires a pistol at a
driver whose head protrudes through a hole in the roof of his car, and who has just
crashed into a pedestrian, but this whole scene may (or may not) be the daydream of
an angry tiger in a cage, who also imagines being set free in a sports car to drive after
some fleeing creatures. That only describes part of one page of this book. If that
sounds intriguing to you, I would highly recommend this book. (I should also mention
that this is not a comic for kids, due to some graphic sexual situations and violence.)
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All in all, reading "Cats Don't Exist" is like hearing a friend describe a particularly
bizarre and hilarious dream, but with illustrations. If you are in the mood for something
unusual, this book is great.
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The Confusion
by Neal Stephenson

Reviewed by William Wentworth-Sheilds

Before it is anything else, The Confusion is a very long book that
happens to be the second of three equally long volumes. The first is

titled Quicksilver and came out last year. The concluding volume, The System of the
World is due later this summer. As such, it's a little heartbreaking to read, early in the
book, one of characters say, "Now I will encompass the entirety of several years in one
sentence."

In the preface to The Lord of the Rings, J.R.R. Tolkien revealed his impatience with
the notion that his story was intended to stand for something else, to be, in any sense,
an allegory, an idea outside of the text. Rather, to the extent that his intentions can be
thought to inform the work, his goal was to write a really long story. The Baroque Cycle
is Neal Stephenson's unapologetic effort to tell a really long story; to hold his reader's
attention, and sympathy for close to 2,800 pages. The narrative conceit of The
Confusion is that it is two distinct novels "con-fused," with the chapters shuffled
together like a playing-card deck. The events of one novel are alluded to, or
summarized in the other, at opportune moments. This device expedites the task of
keeping the many, many characters, places, events, and chronologies ordered in the
reader's mind.

Thankfully, this isn't a shaggy dog joke in the vein of The Illuminatus! Trilogy. The
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events retailed in The Baroque Cycle have their mirror counterparts in actual history.
The cut-throat feud between Isaac Newton, Gottfried Leibniz, and their respective
acolytes over who deserved credit for the invention of the calculus that hovers in the
background of the novel really happened, for instance. If the text of the books
themselves weren't enough, Stephenson has founded a collaborative concordance
devoted to summarizing his research, and explaining some of the references. If this
suggests the books are overburdened with themes and ideas, that's a failing The
Confusion mostly avoids. It takes too much relish in sketching the litany of terrible
ailments, dismemberment, blinding, birth defects, and decaying flesh and teeth that
afflicted the denizens privileged enough to live 300 years ago, to ever be accused of
placing it's ideas in front of the characters. Stephenson is at least as interested in the
etiquette of how two men, unknown to each other, armed to the teeth with knives,
swords, and guns reach an understanding in the drawing room of a woman they both
desire, as he is in intricacies of encrypting diplomatic correspondence, and the
mechanics of international silver and gold markets.

It's all about pacing. At a crucial moment, Eliza, the Duchess of Qwghlm, one of the
main characters must explain how France can enlist England's banks to pay French
soldiers ... to invade England. In doing so, she enlists poker chips, slips of paper,
various French nobles, and wads of uncooked bread dough. Elsewhere, a distinctly
cosmopolitan group of slaves set about convincing a financier in Algiers of the
feasibility of hijacking a Spanish galleon loaded down with a season's worth of silver
pigs. Doing so, not on the high seas with a fleet of warships, but rather when it arrives
at it's home port just north of the the Straits of Gibraltar, with a compliment of slaves
manning a galley ship (a glorified rowboat). Which leads to a running street/rooftop
battle through downtown Cairo between the aforementioned slaves and a regiment of
French musketeers. Stephenson has the talent of the best pulp novelists; the ability to
staple the reader's eyelids to their forehead. Reading an 800-plus page book written in
this fashion is often as exhausting as exhilarating.

In 1999, Stephenson wrote a book about computer operating systems. It's a short
book, unbelievably enough, titled In the Beginning ... Was the Command Line, and it's
available for free. Free as in beer, and free as in libra. He's gone on to bigger and
better things, but it remains a good introduction to his writing style, and his intellectual
interests. It is certainly worth seeking out, before committing treasure and time to the
project of reading The Baroque Cycle.

The "one sentence" referred to above:

El Turbellino taught me, of the arts of war, everything he knew; as well as
some things I suspect he made up on the spur of the moment.
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Catalyst of Sorrows
by Margaret Wander Bonanno
352 pages, $6.99
Published by Star Trek Books (Simon & Schuster)

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Disclosure: I wanted to review this book because Uhura is on the cover.

Plot Summary: There’s a lethal virus spreading through the galaxy and
Our Guys have to stop it and figure out who let it loose. Uhura (Admiral Uhura, no less!
Whee!), Crusher, McCoy, Sisko, Tuvok, Selar, and a Romulan girl named Zetha save
the day, and not too many people die. Koval did it to start trouble with the Federation.

You know, I just can’t keep up with the Star Trek universe. Oh, I’m pretty good with
canon up to about the third season of Voyager (had to stop watching due to the
Berman/Braga ickiness factor; ditto Enterprise), and I’ve read my fair share of Trek
books, but man! There is too much product out there! And so it was that I found myself
reading this book with the Star Trek Chronology by my side, having to look up Trek
references. Ouch. That Romulan guy named Tal? Yeah, I know who he is. Selar? She
was in like one TNG episode but I remember her. But throw in Luther Sloan and
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Tomed and Heisenberg (no, not that one) and Khitomer and I’m out of my depth.

Last time I looked on Amazon, there were approximately 9,200 Trek books available,
three thousand of those being published last year alone. And guess what? Most of
them are pretty bad! What a surprise! The ones by Diane Carey are unreadable, and
the ones by Peter David are really boring. But! With this book we see the return of
Margaret Wander Bonanno, who is a wonderful writer and storyteller. She wrote some
Trek books back in the late 1980s and a very funny SF book called Preternatual that at
once made fun of Trek fandom and actors and also told a damn good alien contact
story. This book is all her, and once you get used to the POV shifts and temporal
jumps in the narrative, it’s big fun. And no spelling mistakes! No grammar mistakes!

The gimmick in this book is so good that you forget it’s a gimmick – bringing together
three characters played by black actors. And it’s so refreshing having women be the
heroes, especially Uhura, who gets to be head of Starfleet Intelligence and knows
everything that’s going on and basically kicks ass all over the place. I was really glad
that none of the primary characters (like Kirk, Spock, or Picard) showed up in a cameo
to hog all the glory and have it be All About Them.

These Lost Era books are a brilliant idea, since it allows characters from TOS, TNG,
DS9, and VOY to interact, as long as you buy into the concept of very long human
lifespans. Uhura is supposed to be over 100 years old and she’s still going strong; I
seem to remember McCoy looking pretty desiccated in the TNG opener, which takes
place 4 years after this book. (Still funny, though, needling Data about the way he
talks: “I don’t see no pointed ears on you, boy.”)

I do have one plot gripe, though: part of the action takes place on a planet which has a
cure-all remedy in the soil, and which only works when exposed to a “rare element” in
the sun of said planet. Inhabitants of said planet don’t like outworlders, so the Feds just
go away and everybody forgets about it. Hello? A CURE-ALL and everyone forgets?
Couldn’t they just take the dirt up into orbit and cure people up there, in ships or on
biospheres or something? I can’t believe anyone, now or in the future, would let that
opportunity slip away. Maybe there will be a novel featuring the Ferengi mini-empire
based on exploiting this dirt.

Note: Wesley Crusher is in this book for about three paragraphs. And that’s a good
thing.
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Tell Me Something
by Jason
48 pages, $8.95
Published by Fantagraphics Books

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

So here's the thing I don't understand: Why is it that in every
story/movie/TV show/play, when Character #1 is confronted
with evidence of Character #2's infidelity via photos, they
immediately believe it's true, and break off the
engagement/miss the wedding/leave on a westbound
train/sleep with Character #2's worst enemy? I mean, really. If

that person was someone you loved, wouldn't you want to confront them, ask for an
explanation, and give them a chance to show you that it's not true? Are we that ready
to believe the worst about the people we care about the most?

Not to mention the fact that in said story/movie/TV show/play the photos are always
FAKED. By Evil Character #3. It's not even a theme anymore - it's a cliché, for
Chrissake. This is why I can't watch romantic comedies made after 1970.

Anyway, I mention all this because that cliché is a central part of "Tell Me Something",
a new book-length narrative by Jason, who apparently lost or gave away his last name.
I quite like this book, which is in clean and lovely black and white, and which has about
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50 words of dialogue. The characters are all anthropomorphic birds and cats and dogs
that look like a cross between early Disney animals and Tin Tin. They also have empty
eyes, like Little Orphan Annie. It's a story of love and loss and betrayal and it has a sad
ending - hey, the artist is Norweigian, what did you expect? The art is very controlled
and stylized; Jason manages to convey all the characters' emotions through body
movement and posture, since their faces are virtually expressionless. I also like the
fact that despite the simplicity of the panels, there's a lot of subtley in them, and after
reading the book several times I was still finding new details to admire and consider.

That said, I was totally befuddled by the structure. See, there are two story threads. At
first I thought that the pages were printed in the wrong order, but then it dawned on me
that the white-bordered pages were one thread and the black-bordered pages were a
different thread. Then I couldn't figure out if they were separate stories, or alternate
timelines, or alternate universes, or somebody's dream (there is actually a dream
sequence in here, further complicating things). So I finally decided to RTFM, and there
on the back cover is a blurb informing me that the story "slips back and forth between
two distinct time periods". OH. Well, I wouldn't call them visually distinct, but I don't do
PR for Fantagraphics. Thanks, back cover blurb!

PS. If you like Jason's work, you can buy original panels here.
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B.A.B.E. FORCE
Back to School #1 and #2
Publisher: forcewërks Productions

Review by Jane Seaton

For once in my life, I can identify with the heroes of a superhero comic. I'm too
stupid to survive in American suburbia. Grace and Nicolette (B.A.B.E. FORCE

master tactician and gifted linguist respectively), a gleeful pair of innocents who
shouldn't be allowed out in those bodies without a licence, are struggling to make
sense of the greatest intellectual challenge they've ever faced (Yeah, right. Maybe they
should have speed-watched some Buffy videos before embarking on this mission.).
Trouble is, they're fitting right in, and so long as their resumés include DD cups, scary
familiarity with high energy physics, and a willingness to party like five-year-olds until
your global peacekeeping force needs you to kick ass - well, Nicolette is already on the
cheerleading team, and there's nowhere higher to aim when you're posing as an
American teen.

So maybe this comic is about what happens when the nerds fight back. The author
(sorry, comic authors always qualify as nerds) is taking potshots at small-scale
corporate America. Grace and Nicolette are 'nerds in suburbia', Edison, their sidekick,
is clearly assigned nerd status in his minibio in #1, even if suburbia is his homeground.
Dr Chaos is an economic nerd (running his soda empire as if he's going to wipe out the
opposition by building a larger lemonade stall). And the unashamed uber-nerds, The
Hawthorne High School math club, espouse the traditional nerd tactic of embracing,
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and meanwhile loathing, their nerdy heritage - it's good to be a nerd, but only if there's
absolutely no alternative.

Finding alternatives are the school's lesbian maintenance supervisor and Helga Chaos.
The only characters in the comic with both intelligence AND integrity, they reject
conformity in favour of world domination. (Okay, the supervisor lady's world extends
only to the maintenance corridors of Hawthorne High, but right now, that includes
Grace and the showers, and that's enough for one working woman on one working
day.)

What happens? Hm. Donkey basketball, marching band, flying soda cans, kick-ass
DD-cup superheroes... You have to ask? Clunk, Skrrrrrrrrrk, Braaaaaam, and then a
sell out. The math club get to take B.A.B.E.FORCE to the ball. Even the lady
supervisor swaps her overalls for a frock and steps out with Clown (Did I fail to
introduce you? Sorry. B.A.B.E.FORCE majordomo, basketball ref and baton twirler to
the high school band - clearly he coached Nicolette for her cheerleading auditions and
knows some tricks to turn an honest lesbian maintenance supervisor's head.)

Small-scale corporate America (AKA Dr Chaos) rebuilds the school gym and wraps his
sister's knuckles, and nothing has changed, and everything is for the best in the best of
all possible suburbias.
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Reviewed by Ginger Mayerson

I wasn't going to see "Van Helsing" and therefore wouldn't be able to review it, but I
realized that I couldn't let down the long time readers of this site. All three of them.

Enter at your own risk: There are lots of spoilers.

I'm also reviewing this... this... film so I can complain about Carl Orf's influence on film
music and tell my wonderfully obscure music joke. "Carmina Burana", which is
medieval monk chants arranged for modern instruments, can be listened to about
once, maybe twice if you're really a masochist and want to impress your friends who
have never heard real medieval music (of which I am a bigish fan, especially Gregorian
Chant, which is most of medieval music). Neither Orf nor I are ethnomusicologists; I,
however, never tried to make a living at playing at one. Which brings me to the thing
Glen Gould said about Philip Glass: "And we thought Carl Orf found and easy way to
make a living."

Bad um bum bum. Okay, as soon as the musicians stop laughing (okay, they weren’t
laughing), on with the "Van Hesling" review!

There's too much "Carmina Burana" in the score, but it's otherwise unremarkable.

When it comes out on video, I fully expect there to be the following drinking game -
Spot the Trope, wherein one takes a drink every time one spots one of the following
tropes form one of the following shows, genres, legitimate authors:

http://liheliso.org/
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Tarzan
Wild Wild West
James Bond
Secret quasi religious organizations running and/or protecting the world from whatever
Braum Stoker
Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley 
Robert Louis Stevenson
John Ford Westerns
"Alien(s)" exploding birth pods
Charlies' Angels films
Wolfman films
Dracula films
Frankenstein films
A car chase was missing, but there is a carriage chase, so maybe that can count for it

I'm sure the list could go on and on, but I can only take so much responsibility for the
resulting alcoholic comas.

It is an unshakable fact that fundable Hollywood is pretty much out of ideas. So,
needless to say, "Van Helsing" isn't so much a film as a collection of proven tropes
strung together on a goofy plot calling itself a film while really being an excuse for
effects, stunts, and cleavage. Is it watchable? Sure, why not? The action, costumes
and effects are great and the boring, pointless dialogue is kept to a minimum. It's all
wonderfully over the top. For instance, when Dracula bites someone, he sprouts more
teeth than a moray eel. Great stuff.

Can Hugh Jackman and Kate Beckensale act? Who can know? Their job here was to
look good around and deliver dumb lines. This film must have been easy money for all
the actors because they don't have to act in this film. Richard Roxburgh, portraying
Dracula, must have looked at the script and thought: "The only way I can salvage
anything of my career is to camp this thing to the moon." And he does. Probably the
best performance of the thing, unless you count Shuler Hensley, the guy playing
Frankenstein's monster, who was channeling Peter Boyle and Robert DeNiro. There
are also two Richard O'Brien impersonators in this flick, and one of them, Kevin J.
O'Connor, is named Igor. I would go see a film with any of these guys in it. I was under
whelmed by Beckensale, but impressed that she must have had her lowest ribs
removed to be able to look like that. What dedication, what a trouper. Can she act? I've
no idea, but she can enunciate fairly well through a cheesy, God knows what kind of
Eastern European accent. Hugh Jackman is pretty, maybe someday he'll get a role
that requires more than that. No, I didn't see X-Men, and yet I am somehow living a full
and rewarding life, go figure.

I guess the good news is that the Frankenstein's laboratory set from the original film
got recycled one more time. Waste not want not, except actors whose only job these
days seems to be to not get in the way of the special effects.

Things I didn't know before I saw "Van Hesling": I didn't know Frederick Frankenstein,
Ph.D.'s lab was in Transylvania, but that's irrelevant. I didn't know the brides of Dracula
could fly, but that's irrelevant. I didn't know Frankenstein's monster had such a big
vocabulary and moral values, but that's irrelevant.

You're not supposed to know the ending, but so what? It's Dracula vs. The Wolfman. It
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makes absolutely no difference to the film if you know this or not. However, just so you
know it's okay to laugh: The Great Big Dramatic Moment(TM) at the end got the most
howls.

Should you see "Van Hesling"? Sure, it's fun, but don't pay full price; you'll enjoy it all
the more.
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Kabuki: Metamorphosis
By David Mack

Publisher: Image

Reviewed by Sarah Rasher

Kabuki: Metamorphosis is an absolutely beautiful book, upon first glance. David Mack's
illustrations, which incorporate both Western and East Asian artistic styles and
reference everything from board games to Impressionism and from manga to Japanese
calligraphy, are works of art in their own right, and it's easy to see why Marvel recently
offered him such a lucrative deal. I would blame no one for flipping through it casually,
finding herself captivated by the pictures, and bringing it home. Neither would blame
her for hurling it across the room in frustration within an hour of actually trying to read
it.

The story is typical comic book fare: a group of undercover assassins that help the
government control organized crime, imprisoned in a mental hospital, seek freedom.
The assassins are all beautiful, well-stacked women with tragic pasts and intricate
tattoos. There are awfully convenient clues and utility ducts, and awfully improbable
outfits and lesbian kisses.

It doesn't seem that Mack intends to lure readers with narrative originality, though. The
pictures are the attractive thing, and they often seem determined to interfere with
whatever plot and characterization there is. Blocks of text run up and down the page, in
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circles and through mazes, with little concern for legibility. Some pages of text are
essentially unreadable because they are almost the same color as the background;
others are scrawled childishly. There are a number of misspelled words. If this were a
sketchbook in a gallery of contemporary art, it would seem creative and fresh, but this
is being marketed as a graphic novel. It seems that the emphasis here is almost
entirely on the "graphic," with the "novel" aspect diminished to the point of irrelevance.

Even the graphic aspect is disappointing, when examined closely. While the images
are beautiful to flip through, they quickly become repetitive: Mack uses the same few
visual tricks over and over. He's partial to large images and complex collages that fill
an entire page, rather than more traditional divisions into smaller panels; as a result,
most of the pictures do little to advance the plot or enhance the reader's understanding
of events. When he does use panels, they are arranged almost randomly on the page.
Most of the characters look very similar-- for the most part, they're only differentiable
by outfit and haircut-- and seem to have one facial expression: pouty. A good graphic
novel's art is a storytelling device, but Metamorphosis's images seem to exist only for
the sake of being pretty.

They also reveal a laziness that occasionally crosses the line into racism. While
aspects of the art and narrative are well-researched-- Mack is obviously fascinated by
the comfort women of World War II, and by the struggles of ethnic Ainu and Koreans--
others are clearly slapdash, operating under the assumption that the book's audience
will be more ignorant about Japan than the writer. He underestimates this reader, at
least: I lived in Japan for two years.

Most readers would be oblivious to the cultural errors, but that makes them more
pernicious: they become misinformation. Not only do all the sexy Asian girls look alike,
but none of them look particularly Japanese. Some of the calligraphic characters are
written incorrectly or used in very odd combinations, and some plot-essential dialogue
and clues are English-centric to the point of implausibility. There are also a variety of
cultural gaffes, major and minor. Characters sport large and complex tattoos that they
make no effort to hide, behavior that would be taboo in Japan. On a more picayune
note, the sun in that child's drawing should not be yellow, but red-- that's the crayon
any Japanese schoolchild would reach for.

I would accept these weaknesses more easily if I cared about the characters. A
compelling protagonist is often the linchpin of a good graphic novel, as the genre
remains tied to superheroes. However, Kabuki's troubled past reads like so much
teenage angst, and she is drawn so inconsistently that I occasionally mistook other
characters for her. The supporting cast is cryptic and largely interchangeable, with the
exception of Kabuki's friend Akemi, who seems intended to be spunky but comes off as
grating and one-dimensional. I found myself wishing that these characters would stop
whining, and that the author would stop inventing further childhood traumas for them.

Judging from Metamorphosis, it's unfortunate that David Mack has received such
attention for his Kabuki work. The art is lovely, but it's largely unsuccessful as the kind
of narrative art that the graphic novel medium demands. Mack seems totally
disinterested in telling an engaging or even comprehensible story; the words are an
afterthought, and the characterization is superficial and juvenile. It's a book easily
admired from a far, but up close, it's just another comic for horny teenagers, full of
angst and tight t-shirts, amounting to very little.
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05/03/2004 Archived Entry: "Review: Winning Modern Wars"

One of the magnificent political paradoxes ...

of the past few years has been the United States military's passionate embrace of
George W. Bush, who when given the opportunity, decided against serving in Vietnam,
and attended Harvard Business School rather than complete his National Guard
Service. In 1999, after leading a broad coalition of nations against Slobodan Milosovic
as Nato Supreme Commander, General Wesley Clark was reassigned not six weeks
after the cessation of hostilities, and the insertion of peace-keeping forces, a grievous,
and very public display of the Army's displeasure with him. At the heart of these two
disparate events, is an exchange between Bush and Jim Lehrer during one of the
presidential debates of 2000.

LEHRER: The use of the military, there -- some people are now suggesting that
if you don't want to use the military to maintain the peace, to do the civil thing, is
it time to consider a civil force of some kind that comes in after the military that
builds nations or all of that? Is that on your radar screen?

BUSH: I don't think so. I think what we need to do is convince people who live in
the lands they live in to build the nations. Maybe I'm missing something here. I
mean, we're going to have kind of a nation building core from America?
Absolutely not. Our military is meant to fight and win war. That's what it's meant
to do.

That exchange is the fulcrum around which Winning Modern Wars turns. Wesley

http://liheliso.org/
http://www.publicaffairsbooks.com/publicaffairsbooks-cgi-bin/display?book=1586482181
http://www.debates.org/pages/trans2000b.html


Archived Entry - 05/03/2004: "Review: Winning Modern Wars"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000090.htm[4/27/2019 3:40:09 PM]

Clark's career, as a scholar, and a general took as its main project the task of
understanding and harnessing the "soft power" of multilateral diplomacy, and lasting,
international, institutional alliances through treaty regimes such as the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization, the World Trade Organization, the European Union, and the
United Nations.

George Bush captured perfectly the emotional resistance to this vision of the military,
and its role in the world. Clark introduces a slightly different context. He cites the
exchange quoted above, and writes,

... to be fair-minded, much of the reluctance [to plan for post-conflict and peace
operations] can be traced to the military-industrial-complex and the politics of
organizational survival. ... [F]ar-sighted procurement programs designed for
high-intensity combat in the Middle East or Korea ... would be more likely to
compete successfully for funding, ... [and] would pick up important backing from
contractors and subcontractors in many congressional districts.

... The truth was that the study, research, and preparation for post-conflict
operations was a political orphan (pp. 98-9).

The first half of Winning Modern Wars is a blow-by-blow account of the first month of
so of the Iraq war, from the invasion of major ground forces via Kuwait on March 20,
2003 through to the collapse of Saddam Hussein's government and fall of Baghdad on
April 9, less than three weeks later. His narrative draws heavily upon published and
televised accounts; regular readers of the New York Times, Washington Post, The
Times, the Guardian, Slate, and Salon won't discover much new information here.
Clark worked as an analyst for CNN during this time-frame, but there isn't much effort
to pull back the curtain, and show some of the machinery of reporting the war, beyond
effusively praising the practice of "embedding" reporters with front-line units. The most
compelling reportage Clark brings to his book also neatly demonstrates his limitations
as a journalist, and analyst. He recounts a conversation with a "senior military staff
officer" at the Pentagon who divulges that the war in Iraq is laying the groundwork for a
five-year plan to stage a series of successive invasions of Iran, Syria, and on to as
many as seven countries in the Middle East.

I moved the conversation away, for this was not something I wanted to hear.
And it was not something I wanted to see move forward either. ... What a
mistake! I reflected ...

It's obvious enough to hardly need explicit recognition, but when Clark writes about the
task of "winning" the war, he's laying out his vision of what it will take for us to carry the
day. His vision of American Hegemony is beneficent, as opposed to coercive, which
may be a distinction without a difference. Clark doesn't believe that, and his book is as
much (if not more so) about defending this proposition as it is about the tactical and
strategic imperatives of combating terrorism.

America has followed the lead of its President; it has embraced the cowboy rhetoric,
the "dead or alive" ethic of vigilante justice. The past few years have seen a steady
trickle of revenge fables reaching our movie screens, from Mystic River to Kill Bill, Man
on Fire, and The Punisher. Television shows like 24, Alias, Angel, and Buffy the
Vampire Slayer have regularly featured characters and storylines that blur the
distinction between personal vengeance, justice, and preemption, with varying degrees
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of nuance and elision. The pursuit and enactment of vengeance is a reliable and sturdy
plot, like playing an instrument in a punk band; easy to learn, easy to emulate, infinitely
digressive, and eerily powerful. In the New York Times, Frank Rich reviews the revival
of Assassins, which dramatizes and reenacts the people who dare to dream of
massive, violent carnage and the burning of the innocent. One of the creators of the
play, John Weidman says, "In 1991 it seemed like a cheap trick when the actors
pointed their guns at the audience. Now we all feel vulnerable. You feel anything can
happen now that we've all become potential targets." When everyone is a potential
target, everyone is a potential enemy. We have become increasingly comfortable with
bartering for justice and security with our civil liberties, and our humanity. Clark rejects
this transaction emphatically. In his formulation, if everyone is a potential target,
everyone is a potential ally.

His reading of history is that the expansion of American influence and power goes
hand in glove with the pattern of growing and building consensus between nations, and
cultures, first in the fight against Nazi Germany, then as a hedge against the Soviet
Union, and today the fight against transnational terrorism. The trend has been to build
a more perfect, global union of interests and alliances. The Bush administration,
despite Dr. Condoleezza Rice's opening statement in her testimony before the 9|11
Commission, has not drawn on historical precedent in crafting its response to the
attacks on American soil, but have chosen instead a strategy that focuses on building
"floating coalitions." Alliances of convenience are favored over lasting relationships and
obligations. Winning Modern Wars is a manifesto that decisively and cogently presents
the case for a multilateral approach to deterring and combatting terrorism; one that
utilizes and strengthens existing international institutions and treaties.

In Kill Bill, the character of The Bride goes to a famous swordmaker who makes her a
sword capable of cutting God. As he gives her his finest creation, the sword he swore a
"blood oath" he would never make, he says, "Revenge is never a straight line. It's a
forest. And like a forest it's easy to lose your way ... to get lost ... to forget where you
came in." We have lost our way. General Clark's words are a campaign document, a
relic of the process that lead to his eventual campaign for the presidency. But they are
also a call to remember our history, and turn away from the cycle of violence that
begets more violence, in favor of something resembling dialog.
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Wasted Minds
Vanessa Satone
visforvacant.com

Forced pretentious dribble thrown together in mock effort.

The title is appropriate in as much as the characters are just that; wasted minds.
They seem be be only slightly surviving the environment forced upon them.

I’m far too old and educated to voluntarily read through empty words, and self-serving
expressions of “woe is me”.

We are greeted with David, an angry-depressed-semi-closeted artist with a crutch. The
crutch is obviously the literal as well as expressive representation of the term.

David attacks his father for breaking into the house. Dad doesn't have a key now, since
he and mom are getting divorced. David has a friend/girlfriend who then breaks in
unannounced. But she succinctly kicks his ass with a chain. How nice.

Daddy questions his sons sexuality, the girlfriend challenges his manhood, and the
sister seems pretty much done with the whole scene. She is for all intensive purposes
a mere add on character salt and peppering the scene with weak one liners of no
apparent value. In the closing scene mom enters accusing the almost divorced
husband of allowing assasines into the house while putting him in a headlock and
screaming "Bullshit!" as a retorte to his "explanations".
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Degrading, debasing, violent, harsh, crass, and classless.

After reading this I should file assault charges against the author.
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Schadenfreude!
Karl Christian
A Drunken TiKi Production

Review by Kathy LaFollett

There are some things in life, death and long lines that cannot be explained,
Schadenfreud! is one of those things.

I am convinced, after reading this three times, that the author and artist(s) had a very
hard time finishing this work; simply because I had a hard time finishing reading it. I
giggled myself into a state of blurred vision consistently.

This is quirky, and acidic in point. A comic derived straight from the DNA Chain of a
Hybrid SmartAss.

Monty Pyton meets Ren and Stimpy but without the control.

And to quote Mr Christian:

"I have to admit that this conversation has been an amusing and informative, if not
horrifying, social experiment in cultural breeding activities. I can honestly say that I'm
going to remember you, Lord Byron, for quite a long long time. Few have gone to the
level in which you exist at. I'm as impressed with you as much as someone completely
unimpressed, yet still impressed, can be."

Ah yes such is the aftertaste of Schadenfreude!
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Personally, I'm addicted already.
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Black & White
Blue King Studios
www.Bluekingstudios.com

Story One: City of Heroes

Great dialogue, easily interpreted and timely in syntax. Text bubbles are set for left to
right read through, and never divert from the pattern which provides easy reading.

A fast paced introduction with sharp dialogue references equating to a quick ramp up
to character background knowledge and setup.

War Witch is a self-assured female superhero sporting excellent Karma and strong
Chi. 
Apex, her roommate, is the stereotypical guy who has a close relationship with his
sister and a small town kindness to him. They give a great ying/yang duo for future
scripting.

This simple introduction story line shows War Witch and Apex simply going back to
their apartment in Paragon City but their travel is impeded by killer-robot-zombies...or
some such "thing". At the closing panel our duo is still trying to peal off the seriel
number from a robot-zombie's arm picked up after the last brawl before finally heading
home.

Great intro piece makes me look forward to issue #1

http://liheliso.org/
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Story Two: MacBeth

Verbatum. That is the beauty of BKSs version of MacBeth. The art, layout and blocking
successfully support Shakespeare’s epoch. I’ve always felt the witches were perfect
foder for the comic format, BKS proves me right.

Scene 1: Enter the three Witches......and so it goes to their meeting with MacBeth
proclaiming his impending status as King "All Hail MacBeth! That shalt be King
hereafter!"

Four more issues, four more scenes.

The very nature of the project, as well as successful expression thereof, demands the
series to be collected in full. Excellent comic from a studio that will surely make it’s
mark as a “must have” publisher.
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MAC AFRO Issue #1
Atomic Basement Entertainment, Inc.

Too hip for words.

Some would approach this comic and scream "stereotypical tripe!" Ah, but me thinks
they protest too much. Satire depends on stereotyping.

It's the 70s (2070 that is) and Dolemite's cousin, or possibly second cousin twice
removed, is released in comic form. All those traits of ethnic assumption and labeling
are thrown in the face of the reader with the tender loving care of a skilled satirist.
Wallow in it, you dig? The artwork is aggressive and demanding at times, but other
blocks offer an almost unfinished quality. The offbeat nature is promoted by the
unexpected turn of the art.

With Characters like Sonny, Caesar Brown, and the Nebula Riders you know it's gotta
groove, baby.

Let’s not waste time. Get down and get this comic. The art is incredible, the writing
tight, hilarious and edgy. Sassy, sexy, outrageous with balls to the wall coolness
dripping from each page.

Dig it.

BIG grateful shout-out for the included original sketches, mockups and inking art.

http://liheliso.org/
http://atomicbasement.com/
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I’m sold.

Replies: 1 Comment

MAC AFRO IS THE BAD ASS!!!

AND I MEAN BAD ASS!!!!

Posted by TONY WHITFIELD @ 09/24/2004 05:23 PM PST
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Stupid Comics
by Jim Mahfood; $2.95

Published by Image Comics

Reviewed by Laurel Sutton

Why is this called Stupid Comics? It's not stupid at all. In fact, it's one of the smartest
comics I've read recently. (Is that the joke? Maybe I'm just slow.) I got to read issue #2,
which (like #1) is a collection of strips that appeared in Java magazine and Tastes Like
Chicken newspaper – the latter being a very cool looking zine/magazine/webzine that
has way lots of articles about bands I've never heard of, way lots of cool interviews,
and short news parodies, like the Onion. Anyway, I really like Jim Mahfood's comics,
which are equal parts anger at the stupidity of the world (Bush, Republicans,
celebrities) and celebration of the good things that we can still share (friends, music,
love, art). I mean, I like bleak as much as the next gal – hey, I have ALL the issues of
Optic Nerve – but it's great to see simple appreciation of "the sweetest things", as in
the last strip in this book: calling your mom, reading comics, eating a yummy breakfast,
stuff like that. Mahfood's drawing style is kind of a cross between Bill Watterson and
Jaime Hernandez, if that makes any sense at all, filled with lots of black and pointy
edges on hair and clothes. I really enjoyed his rants on comic book stores in LA (and I
thought they were bad up here in No Cal) and comic conventions, and on things that
are Fucking Played Out. Like I said, good healthy anger without the bitterness! Hooray!
Mahfood does a bunch of other cool comics, too, so hop on over to his website and
check em out.
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Astonishing X-Men #1
By Joss Whedon

Publisher: Marvel Comics

Reviewed by Chad Denton

I don't envy Joss Whedon, the creator of "Buffy the Vampire Slayer" and "Angel" who
has recently been tapped to write "Astonishing X-Men," here. After acclaimed writer
Grant Morrison was allowed to take the tired franchise that was X-Men into strange
and exciting new territory, Whedon, as experimental as his assignment onto
"Astonishing X-Men" may seem, is being asked to force the X-Men franchise to return
to its crusty, frozen home base.

In his run Morrison worked to treat X-Men not as "another superhero title," but as a mix
of superhero sub-genre conventions and more 'pure' sci-fi. Instead of as a thinly veiled
metaphor for racism and homophobia, Morrison took the unique turn, almost
untouched in the decades of the X-Men's existence, of treating the concept of mutants
in its own right. He invented the idea of a 'mutant culture' struggling for its existence
and, although his storylines had roots in old X-Men themes, he expanded the premise
into new directions: a murder mystery with complications caused by suspects with mind
control powers; the X-Men as an international peace keeping force; and hellraising
young mutant activists.

In the start of Whedon's run, we have one of those bizarre instances of

http://www.marvel.com/comics/onsale/onsale.htm?id=499
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metacommentary gone wild as the X-Men openly talk about becoming superheroes
again (yes, the words 'tights' and 'superheroes' are thrown around). Whedon has
inherited Morrison's surviving central cast - Emma Frost, Scott Summers, Wolverine,
and the Beast - and, although he adds in longtime X-Men character Kitty Pryde who
has mostly existed as a traditional superhero character (both in the X-Men books and
in sometimes-British superhero book, sometimes-X-Men satellite title Excalibur), it is a
bit jarring to followers of Morrison's run. Eschewing the leather outfits inspired by the
recent X-Men films, the characters revert back to traditional superhero costumes.
While retaining a certain edginess, the outfits, unfortunately, do look a bit silly, despite
Cassidy's best efforts (Scott Summers in particular looks like he's three steps away
from becoming somebody's gimp).

To be completely fair to Whedon, if this is going to be traditional superhero fare with a
little twist from the groundwork Morrison laid down, it's better than average. Whedon,
who made his career with supernatural soap operas, is a natural with this stuff, laying
out wry, slightly cynical dialogue and impromptu dramatic moments between the
protagonists. He even does surprisingly well with the iconic Emma Frost, the character
Morrison most made his own. Fans, 'traditional' and otherwise, will be likely pleased
with the earthy take on Kitty Pryde, a popular character who has suffered much over
the years from writers' hands. So far it doesn't seem like he's going to ignore the
changes Morrison applied to the Beast and Scott Summers and, naturally, he pulls a
good Wolverine.

The only drawback is with one of the story's two villains, so far unnamed, who looks
like he escaped from a 50s b-movie. But Whedon more than makes up for this by
introducing another potential antagonist, Dr. Rao, who starts the story by looking like a
benefactor before one sinister turn of phrase alters our perception of her character
entirely.

Naturally Cassidy's art is gorgeous, and is arguably a match for the recent work done
on "New X-Men" by Frank Quietly. He still can't seem to get Quietley's redesign for the
Beast, but makes a good college try.

All in all, not as bad as it might have been, and, considering that the whole project is an
editorial step-back, Whedon does an excellent job of making the most out of it.
Hopefully he will manage to keep it up.
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The Sketchbook Diaries Vol. 4
by James Kochalka
Publisher: Top Shelf Productions

Reviewed by Chad Denton

To be honest, "The Sketchbook Diaries Vol. 4" was more or less
an abrupt introduction to the work and world of James Kochalka
for me. I've read and enjoyed the delightfully surreal "Monkey

versus Robot," but that was about all I knew about the man and the writer/artist James
Kochalka.

"The Sketchbook Diaries" are basically a day-to-day account of Kochalka's life,
recorded in black-and-white strips that number around three or four panels, beginning
in 1998. In this volume, we follow Kochalka's careers as a comic book writer/artist and
as a member of a rock band; his life with his wife Amy; his video game addiction; his
decision to have a child with Amy; and the odd, funny minutia of life we all face. The
experiences painted by Kochalka range from discovering how painful it is to spill
toothpaste on your penis to his wife's last minute anxiety over becoming pregnant.

In contrast to the autobiographical themes of "The Sketchbook Diaries," the art is
distorted through a cartoonist lens with the same light-hearted tone in "Monkey versus
Robot." A few times through out the volume realist sketches appear, but Kochalka
mostly sticks to the new forms he devised for his cast and himself: he and Amy appear
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as elves, Kochalka's friend and bandmate Jason is a dog (not a dog-man, but an actual
dog), and other people in Kochalka's life appear with one eye, duck-shaped faces, or
as giant beetles. Part of the fun of reading this is seeing these surreal figures
participating in some very real-life activities: dropping the f-bomb, being naked, and
urinating in public. There are few things more entertaining than seeing real life acted
out by unreal figures.

All the vignettes in this book, whether intended to be completely hilarious or slightly
poignant, come across as lovely little anecdotes and jokes friends and lovers share
between each other. You never feel like an intruder into Kochalka's life, but a welcome
guest, even if, like me, you did not have the benefit of reading the previous volumes of
"The Sketchbook Diaries" or knowing much about Kolchalka's life and career. This is,
without a doubt, the comic strip/book medium being put to one of its best and most
inventive uses.
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Reviewed by William Wentworth-Sheilds

Mermaid's Play is a self-published portfolio of erotic mermaids. The
mind and hand behind the enterprise is Ric Quiroz, who according to
the back cover blurb, and his resume, has a rich, varied, and long
career in the animation industry, including two "Emmy Award
Certificates" for his work on Animaniacs and Pinky and the Brain. He's
also worked on Family Guy, The Critic, and The Simpsons.

His book mainly features the kind of artistic nudes found in Playboy,
with about the same range of body types and ethnicities. Which is to

say, not very broad. As pornography it isn't especially enlightened. At the least, it isn't
the monthly gynecology seminar that is the typical issue of Hustler; bare breasts are
the extent of the nudity depicted. As art, it's hard to imagine hanging more than a
handful of the pages on a spare wall. And yet, the various commingling of female
upper bits with aquatic lower bits are actually inventive, and erotic, when intended, and
funny, when intended.

Quiroz manages to make being a mermaid, being nude, and not incidentally, sex, look
like a heck of a lot of fun, something that escapes the grasp of Playboy's erotic foreplay
fables. The humor is gentle, and winsome. If, after the five minutes it takes to flip
through the fifty-plus black and white illustrations, you aren't wearing a big, silly,
bemused grin on your face ... you're doing it wrong.
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Behind the cut: Short reviews of Marvel Age: Spider-Man #3, District X #1, and
Uncanny X-Men #444.

The intent of the Marvel Age series is to recreate some of
the classic stories that originally introduced characters like

Sandman, updating the art, and contemporizing the dialog. In that vein, the plot of
Marvel Age: Spider-Man #3 is credited to Stan Lee and Steve Ditko, the team that
originally created Spider-Man an age-and-a-half ago. The artwork is by Jonboy
Meyers, and Danial Quantz is credited with writing the script.

Aside from the kick of seeing Lee and Ditko sharing a Spider-Man credit, there isn't a
great deal to recommend this book. The artwork is frenetic and busy, the dialog is pure
cheese, and the plot is non-existent. There are some nice moments, such as when
Peter launches into an elaborate internal monologue in the midst of a battle that isn't
going so well for him. The resultant montage of thought-bubbles, faces, and assorted
fantasies works, and captures some of the energy of Lee/Ditko in their prime. Peter's
interaction with Jonah Jameson is entertaining and punchy; much more interesting
than the elaborate slap-up between Spider-Man and the Sandman, the featured villain.
It doesn't add up to anything new, and the Essential Spider-Man collections have the
virtue of featuring Stan Lee's writing, and Steve Ditko's art, as opposed to their names.

District X #1 transplants the television series The District into the middle of
Manhattan and imagines a poor urban neighborhood as a haven for
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mutants shunned by the rest of society, and trapped in a descending cycle of
unemployment, addiction, poverty, and petty/violent crime. The Marvel character
Bishop is placed in the Craig T. Nelson role, leading the local police precinct, and
providing a center for the action. It's a good premise, and delivers an intriguing view of
what it would be like to live day-to-day in a world with mutants. Not when the super-
heroes and villains are slugging out elaborate fantasies of world domination, but rather,
day-to-day police work, handling vagrants, responding to domestic disputes, and
making arrests.

David Yardin's illustrations are wonderfully detailed, with background elements like
buildings, non-speaking characters, furniture, cars, and graffiti rendered with as much
care the main action. The character designs tend toward realism. Pneumatic chests
and skin-tight uni's are absent. There aren't epic battles here. The climax is a terrifying
mash of bad decisions and violence, like most "fights," and lasts a grand total of three
pages. District X is worth seeking out, and could develop into the kind of character
study of a community that defines the reporting done by David Simon and Ed Burns,
and dramatized by a second, better television series, The Wire. Here's hoping.

Uncanny X-Men #444, written by Chris Claremont, illustrated by
Alan Davis, is pure soap. It's a perfectly adequate, well-paced

introduction to the X-Men, and the current state of play in the Marvel Universe, but
darn little actually happens, beyond a somewhat incomprehensible pick-up baseball
game, and a half-seen session in the Danger Room.

The second half of the issue depicts a fight between the "X-treme Sanctions
Executive," comprised of Marvel Girl, Cannonball, Storm, and Bishop (he of District X),
and a group of super-powered mercs called Weaponeers, and ends on a cliff-hanger
involving yet another group of X-Men. It's the archetypal super-hero "team book," and
offers no more or less than what's implied therein. The artwork is predictably focused
on the various hard-bodies that are the stars, and most pages feature some degree of
cheesecake. For all that, the layouts are well designed, and it's reasonably clear what's
happening at all times. Except during the blasted baseball game, that made no sense
whatsoever.
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Ultimate Six #7
Published by Marvel Comics; $2.25
Cover By: John Cassaday
Writer: Brian Bendis
Pencils: Trevor Hairsine
Inks: Danny Miki

Full disclosure: I was a member of the Merry Marvel Marching Society
and I own a lot of Silver Age Marvel.

Summary: Here's the blurb that Marvel sent us – it's a hell of a better summary than I
could write: "The Green Goblin is one of the last 'men' standing after the terrible battle
between the Ultimates and the Ultimate Six on the White House lawn. And there is only
one being in the world that can stop him…and it isn't Spider-Man!!"

Review: Want to know who it is? It's his son, Harry! What a surprise (not). See, I'm
probably not the best person to review this, because up until 3:30 this afternoon I had
no idea what this "Ultimate" thing was about. I look at the pages of beautiful art and I
think, Oh, I know these guys – Spider Man, Captain America, Iron Man, Black Widow,
Thor – but no! They dress different! They talk different! Peter Parker looks like he's
fourteen years old! Thor doesn't look anything like the way Jack Kirby drew him! 

OK, enough whinging. Turns out Marvel invented this Ultimate concept to create an
alternate universe for the stable of tried and true Marvel superheroes. The backstories
have been updated, the action takes place in the present day, and alliances of Good
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Guys (Ultimates) and Bad Guys (Ultimate Six) are quickly formed so they can bash the
bejeezus out of each other, pronto. There's some stuff about aliens and genetics wars
that I didn't get, but I only have this one issue to read, so bear with me in my
ignorance. Apparently (according to my good friend the Internet) there are a whole
bunch of Ultimate comics, and this series focuses on six villains: Doctor Octopus,
Electro, the Sandman, the Green Goblin, and Kraven the Hunter. They are a lot more
powerful and a lot scarier-looking than they used to be, that's for sure.

The art is great and the coloring is especially fantastic – really excellent use of dark
and light shading, colored rays of light, and lots of texture. There are also nifty floating
panels and some very judicious word-balloon placement. All in all, it's a visual treat. It's
too bad the writing veers into the extremely trite. At the end, Captain America turns
into Captain Obvious when he says, "It's men of influence and power that decide what
these wars will be about…In a sense, really, these people of power will the war into
existence." Really? Wow! I had no idea! I know you've been asleep since WWII but
c'mon, Cap, catch a ride on the clue train!

Of course, this is a Marvel comic, so the emphasis is really on interpersonal
relationships. The best moment is when Peter tries to comfort his best friend Harry
(after GG is ostensibly offed, which takes 5 pages of explosions and gunfire and red
ink) and Harry says, quietly, "I'll kill all of you for this." Now that's scary.

If you want to know more about the Ultimates, you can check out the Marvel site, if you
can get past the Flash animation.
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Evidence of Love
By John Bloom and Jim Atkinson

1985 Bantam Books (paperback edition)

Full disclosure: I read this book because Ginger's boyfriend co-wrote it.

Summary: In 1980, a Texas housewife (Candy Montgomery) killed her neighbor (Betty
Gore) with an axe. Candy hit Betty forty-one times with the axe, continuing to hack at
her long after she was dead; she washed off the blood and pretended that nothing had
happened. After she was arrested, based on physical evidence, she claimed self-
defense and was acquitted in a rather sensational trial.

Review: Despite the lurid cover (scanned from my own Amazon-purchased copy) and
a title that sounds like a bad Chris Isaak song, this is an excellent true-crime book.
Since there was no motive, in the classical sense, for this murder, the book focuses on
the personalities involved – Candy and her husband Pat, Betty and her husband Allan,
, their neighbors, their ministers, Betty's parents, the lawyers, and the judge (who
chain-smoked in the courtroom and insulted the defense lawyers on a regular basis, in
court and out). Oh, did I mention that Candy and Allan had an affair? A short and
lukewarm one, from the sound of it, but apparently it was enough to freak out Betty, to
the point where she threatened Candy with an axe. Did I mention that Betty was
clinically depressed, and taking a lot of prescription drugs? And that both couples had
gone to a church-sanctioned therapy thing called Marriage Encounter that had them
writing love letters to each other all the time? And that it was the hottest summer in
Texas in a hell of a long time? I guess when people in Texas flip out, they flip out BIG.
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The book is well-written and highly detailed, just as you might expect from two
journalists who spent two years researching and writing. I was amused by the
occasional Texas-ism that slipped in, such as "fixing" for "preparing" a meal, and even
though I could have done without the lists of food consumed at every meal, I did enjoy
reading about the "picnic lunches" that Candy prepared for her afternoon love-fests
with Allan in the sleazy Como Motel (marinated chicken, green salad, and cheesecake
one week, beef teriyaki strips and cheese blintzes the next). To the end, the authors
remain even-handed, even where you would expect some outrage over the verdict (in
fact, the chapter describing the aftermath of the trial is called "Outrage"). Although
we're given an inside look at the jury deliberations, it's still hard to imagine twelve
people letting Candy Montgomery go free. Why did they let her go? Why did she do it?

I did a little follow-up on the main characters and according to the Usenet group
alt.true-crime, Candy Montgomery changed her name to Candace Wallace and moved
with her family to Atlanta, Georgia (her husband stood by her through the whole thing –
imagine). Allan Gore married one of his neighbors less than a year after Betty was
killed and moved to Silicon Valley, where he and his new wife turned into abusive
freaks and permanently alienated his two daughters. The girls moved to Kansas to live
with Betty's parents and turned out OK (according to a 2000 interview). No word on
what happened to Candy's kids. Maybe I don't want to know.

PS. One thing I can't resist mentioning. Betty had a lot of psychosomatic illnesses,
along with real ones like bad morning sickness while she was pregnant, migraines, etc.
The book says that at one point her doctor treated her for "a genital infection common
to women who do not have sexual intercourse often enough". WTF? If there's a
prescribed amount of sexual intercourse that women should be having, I'd like to know
about it. Can your doctor write a prescription for that?

Replies: 3 comments

I just finished reading EVIDENCE OF LOVE and it's one of the bloodiest killings I've
ever read. The Candy described therein was a weird person to me and yet I've known
some women like her, who seem extremely wrapped up in church, but who want a
more exciting life than their own husbands offer. Betty probably did attack her and
might have killed her - over her husband. It happens. MB

Posted by Maggie Blue @ 11/04/2005 08:56 PM PST

I lived in Wylie,TX where & when the actual murder took place. The book is pretty right
on the mark as to what took place. Candace lived in another town "McKinny" not too far
from Wylie, but they all attended the same church. Candace went to Betty's house to
pick up a swimsuit for Betty's little girl who was staying the night at Candace's and
attending Vacation Bible School. After the brutal murder.....Candace went in and took a
shower in Betty's house, and then gave the baby a bottle and left her in a playpen. The
next day she went and taught Vacation Bible School. Now, does this sound like the
action of an irrational crazed woman? She had enough sense to make sure the baby
was fed and in a safe place!
Wylie was a very small town, and everyone (I mean everyone) knew all the details and
what was going on. Info was leaked every which way, yet they held the trial in the area
"McKinney" anyway. It is a big suggestion that the jury was

http://groups.google.com/groups?selm=3b8465fb.3412119%40news.charm.net&oe=UTF-8&output=gplain
mailto:theblue@bellsouth.net
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"bought", and I have to agree with it. I mean how else can you actually admit to murder
and then get off totally free and clear?
Where is the justice in that?

Posted by Tracy @ 01/12/2006 09:20 PM PST

Want to leave a comment?

Posted by Editor @ 01/14/2006 07:18 AM PST
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Unity
Star Trek: Deep Space Nine

by SD Perry
Publisher: Pocket Books, 2003

Reviewed by Ida Vega-Landow

This book is the finale in the "Deep Space Nine: Avatar" series. It begins with a Linear
Time calendar describing all the events that have occurred aboard DS9 and to its
characters since the mysterious disappearance of Captain Benjamin Sisko. It seems to
be a capsulated version of all the DS9 novels that preceded this one, which either
saves you the expense of buying and reading all those other books, or makes you
curious to find and read them.

After taking us through the last eight months of the year 2376, we finally arrive at the
present, star date 53679.4. The Starship DEFIANT is returning to the Alpha Quadrant
after a grueling mission in the Gamma Quadrant. The C.O. is Commander Elias
Vaugh, a centenarian human who is second in command at DS9 since Colonel Kira
was promoted after the departure of the Emissary of the Prophets, a.k.a. Sisko.
Commander Vaugh is a man of many sorrows, chief among them the recent death of
his wife, Commander Ruriko Tenmei, at his own hands. She was only believed dead
before, but it turned out that she was assimilated by the Borg, and he was forced to kill
her before she could assimilate their only daughter, Prynn Tenmei, also a Starfleet
officer. Now he's living with his guilt daily, as well as his daughter's hostility, but since
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she's currently serving under him, she can only avoid him during her off-duty time.

The other members of the crew are carrying their own personal burdens; Doctor
Bashir, Ezri Dax, and Ensign Nog are still recovering from an "out of body" experience
in the Gamma Quadrant, where they encountered an alien artifact which put them out
of phase with the space-time continuum and caused them to live alternate lives; Bashir
lost his genetic enhancements, Ezri rejected the Dax symbiont, which had to be
removed, and Nog's leg, which was shot off during the Dominion War, grew back. The
young Andorian helmsman, Thrishar ch'Thane, a/k/a Shar, is estranged from his
mother, the Andorian Ambassador, because he wouldn't return home to get married
and one of his three bondmates committed suicide due to his perceived desertion.

The only happy people on board are two of the passengers, Jake Sisko and the former
Kai Opaka Sulan. Jake went into the Delta Quadrant in search of his father, hoping to
fulfill a prophecy in an ancient Bajoran text written by the heretic Ohalu, which
describes a son who is destined to enter the Celestial Temple and return with a lost
herald. Jake thought that meant he would find his father, but instead he found the Kai,
whom DS9 fans may recall was left behind on a planet where the inhabitants were
perpetually at war; something in the air kept bringing them back to life so they could
fight over and over again. Now she is returning to Bajor, along with Jake, who is
anxious over the welfare of his stepmother, Kasidy Yates, who still hasn't had the baby
she conceived from her husband before his disappearance.

Most of the book's plot centers around the heretical Ohalu text, which concerns the
unborn child, referred to as the Avatar, the Second Child of the Emissary. So far the
text has proven truthful, but not always in the manner interpreted. For example, the ten
thousand deaths that were supposed to occur before the birth of the Avatar were found
to have happened over a century ago, thus fulfilling the prophecy without sacrificing
present lives. But the controversial text is still causing a commotion on Bajor, ever
since Col. Kira uploaded it on the Bajoran comnet so that all Bajorans could read it. As
punishment for her action, the Vedek Assembly has declared her Attainted, the
Bajoran equivalent of excommunication. She can no longer practice her faith.

The Cardassians, led by Gul Macet, a cousin of the still MIA Gul Dukat, are now in
charge of station security, because they're the only ones immune to the parasites that
are infesting people's minds and trying to take over the Alpha Quadrant, starting with
Bajor. These are the same parasites that Captain Picard had to contend with in the
Next Generation episode, "Conspiracy" in the first season. Old villains, new heros, but
still as much action and suspense as you would expect from an episode of "Deep
Space Nine" in its' prime. S.D. Perry is obviously as well-informed about the series as
the most devoted Trekker, and her devotion shows in the way she manages to bring in
all the familiar, well-loved characters from DS9 and uses them to advance the plot, not
as filler to cover up the holes in it. If there were any holes in this plot, they were too
small for me to see.

I found it heartwarming to read about Sisko, seeing that his compassion and
determination haven't changed, even among the Prophets. He still cares deeply about
Bajor and its' future, but he also cares about his own people; fellow Starfleet officers in
general and his family in particular. He plays an important part not only in saving Bajor
from the invasion of the parasites (who have infested major heads of government as
well as some of the vedeks guarding Kasidy in her house on Bajor), but in saving
Commander Vaugh from his ever-present guilt over what he was forced to do for
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Starfleet and for his ungrateful daughter. After one of the parasites' Bajoran hosts
violently interrupts Vaugh's orb experience with the Orb of Unity, he is sent into the
same dimension as Sisko, whom he meets as Benny Russell, the Black science fiction
writer from the DS9 episode "Far Beyond the Stars". He and "Benny" appear to be
patients at the same mental hospital, where Vaugh's subconscious apparently believes
he belongs for the killing of his wife, and where Sisko found himself in a false vision
sent by the Pah-wraiths while he was trying to dig up the Orb of the Emissary on Tyree
in "Shadows and Symbols", the first episode of the seventh and final season of DS9.

Ro Lauren, now a lieutenant and in charge of DS9's security, also appears in this
novel. Apparently she's one of the few survivors of the Maquis who was able to return
to her home planet after the Dominion War. She tried to fit into the Bajoran military, but
was miserable on Bajor, so they sent her up to DS9. The spoilsports at Starfleet
Command still want to court-martial her for desertion, but her former commanding
officer, Captain Picard, is running interference for her. (He doesn't appear in the novel,
but he makes his presence known.) I admired her courage in the face of much
opposition and hostility from Starfleet, and was amused to learn that she was dating
Quark, of all people! Our favorite Ferengi is less than thrilled at the prospect of Bajor
joining the Federation, because that would mean the whole planet would switch to a
moneyless economy, meaning no currency in any form, and no more lovely latinum for
Quark's Bar. He's planning to leave Bajor when it becomes a member planet and wants
Ro to join him, journeying among the stars in search of profit. Ro is even seriously
considering the offer, which shows you how far she's come from the angry young
Bajoran refugee whose only dream was to live in peace on her own planet, free of
Cardassians. But when the parasites finally make their move, taking Kasidy, Jake, and
Sisko's father and sister hostage as they seize the monastery containing all the Orbs,
Kira is forced to leave Ro in charge while she rushes down to Bajor to rescue the
Emissary's family. Ro then discovers she can dissemble with the best of them as she
holds off the clueless Starfleet admiral who keeps demanding that things be done by
the book and doesn't appreciate subordinates who use their own initiative during a
crisis. (Kirk had to deal with these kind of people on a regular basis.)

The talented Ms. Perry has succeeded in bringing back most of our favorite Star Trek
heroes one way or another, without making them look ridiculous or superficial. No
"walk-on" parts here; even Odo makes an appearance near the end of the novel. Yes,
it does have a happy ending, but only after much adversity and a few close calls for our
heroes. Along the way, we find out about the surprising link between the parasites and
the Trill symbiotes, the interesting marriage customs of the Andorians, and what
became of Sisko after he went to the Prophets. All in all, a very satisfying read.

***
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I liked "Shaolin Soccer" even though the pacing got on my nerves occasionally, but
that might be more my problem than the film's. There were things I would have liked to
have gone on and on (spontaneous synchronized Shaolin disco dancing in the street)
and things that could have been shorter (like one bizarre conversation at the end). Part
of the problem was that I could never settle down into what kind of film I was expecting
to see from scene to scene because the film never quite settles down into one thing
from scene to scene.

This film was kind of a cross between a Kung Fu movie, a Spaghetti Western, a male
redemption film, a buddy film, a Cinderella story, and a bunch of (seemingly, but
they're not) losers playing soccer. There is also a sweet, but goofy romance in the
middle of it all and a refreshing take on female beauty. (Big hint: it comes from within.)
Oh, and "Shaolin Soccer" is also a sermonette on courage, loyalty, teamwork, and all
that good sporting stuff like that. I'm not sure why, but there are two rather heavy-
handed images of the yin yang symbol in this film that I keep thinking about, and that
alone makes it worth the admission price for me. I might even have to go see it again.

Some very, very funny bits and some in-jokes that were so far in, I'd have to
reincarnate as a Hong Kong hipster to understand. When I think of all those years of
reading "Giant Robot"... I've only scratched the surface.

I think this will have a long life as a midnight show (do they still have those?) where
people can be more relaxed and yell at the screen in the flat spots. However, in case it
doesn't make the midnight show scene, go see it now before it vanishes. Just be
patient with it.
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Be A Man
by Jeffrey Brown
Published by Top Shelf Productions

Reviewed by Tom Good

In an introduction to Be A Man the author explains that this comic
is a sequel to (and parody of) an earlier work: "A few months ago
I realized I was much too sensitive and pathetic in 'Clumsy,' so I
wrote 'Be A Man' and fixed myself, creating the 'Clumsy' you all
wanted to see." I have not read Clumsy, so this review is based
on Be A Man as a stand-alone piece.

Be A Man consists of a series of 29 short black-and-white episodes, almost all of
which are six-panel stories that fit on a single page. The art is intentionally crude,
simple line drawings. The story features two unnamed characters, a man and his
girlfriend, and it dramatizes stereotypically insensitive, macho male behavior. Example
scene:

WOMAN: I'm fat.

MAN: Well, then why don't you get off your ass and lose some weight? Or just be
comfortable with your body, like I am. [He flexes his nonexistent bicep muscles and
pats his flabby abdomen.]
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MAN (pointing to a TV show): That chick is HOT.

Though the concept has potential for humor, Be A Man is rarely laugh-out-loud funny.
More often, the situations come across as uncomfortable and sad, though still
entertaining in a way. In many ways it reminds me of Matt Groening's Life In Hell strip,
with the added element of male chauvinism.

Overall, though I found Be A Man only mildly amusing, it did make me curious to read
more of Brown's work.

Search entries:

 

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso


Archived Entry - 04/23/2004: "Comics review: Be A Man"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000074.htm[4/27/2019 3:40:56 PM]

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 04/21/2004: "Comic review: She-Hulk #2"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000073.htm[4/27/2019 3:40:59 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Graphic novel review: Lela Dowling's "Alice""] [Main Index] [Next
entry: "Comics review: Be A Man"]

04/21/2004 Archived Entry: "Comic review: She-Hulk #2"

She-Hulk #2

Reviewed by Ginger Mayerson

Marvel, who, for some reason has the covers switched. This is the cover for #2, not
what they have on their site, which is for #1. Great covers, by the way.

So, I decided to buy a copy of She-Hulk #2 and I loved it. Jennifer Walters (the
She-Hulk [I didn't know this until this afternoon]) is a lawyer and has been hired by

the fancy schamzy law firm she's always dreamed of working for. She has issues
about working in her non-Hulk form, but gets over them in pursuit of getting the best
deal for her client. Her client is also a super hero, a reluctant and troubled one, but one
nevertheless.

In fact, the law firm specializes in super hero law because even super heroes need a
lawyer now and then. I think this is a great premise, one that will be good for years of
stories (I hope). And the firm is full of super heroes, mutants, androids, shape-shifters,
and probably some killer legal secretaries, too. (Yes, Mr. Slott, where are the legal
secretaries and paralegals? No law firm, with or without super hero JDs, would last 20
minutes without their secretaries. Sheesh.)

Anyway, I was able to get She-Hulk #2 and I'm on the hunt for #1, which I understand
is more about her personal problems. This is fine and, being a completist, I will read #1
with an open mind, but I sure like seeing a super hero in her day job.
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There's quite a bit of humor in this comic book: The shape-shifter offers to shift into his
Orlando Bloom look if Jennifer gets lonely; Marvel pokes some fun at itself by having
Jennifer read super hero comics looking for a legal precedent for a super hero origin in
a personal injury case. It's smart, funny, and the characters really hooked me.

I'm not a big super hero comics fan, but I've asked Kenny at Comics Odyssey to save
a She-Hulk for me every month (put it on my pull or whatever you call it). Kenny says
he sold out of #1 pretty quickly, but #2 is not selling very well. You'd think it would be
selling really well on the cover alone, but what do I know? I found the story engaging
enough that I'm looking forward to the next release, so there's a guaranteed sale right
there.

I read Franklin Harris's review of She-Hulk #1 when it came out and I'm not sure why I
waited so long to drag myself to the comics store. Sometimes it takes a while for these
things to sink in. However, I'm glad I did finally get a copy of She-Hulk #2 at least. It
doesn't make me want to be a lawyer or a super hero, but it did keep me turning
pages.

Full disclosure: This is the first Marvel comic I have ever bought.
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Lela Dowling's Alice
by Lela Dowling

Publisher: About Comics
ISBN 0971633835

Lela Dowling ‘relies on dead poets and writers to provide the vehicle for her humorous
illustration’. With ‘Alice’, it must be hard to find a reader who hasn’t already taken a ride
in this particular vintage automobile, and Dowling struggles to express her originality,
or her humour. Her realisation of Carroll’s whimsy is pedestrian and predictable, and
her realisations of both major and incidental characters left me feeling too often that I
was encountering old friends from the works of other illustrators.

Turning to the heroine, Dowling’s Alice is a polite but feisty modern ragdoll miss (with
judiciously updated vocabulary), but I missed the charm and tension generated as the
original Alice strove to maintain proper Victorian nursery decorum in the face of the
unreasonable and the impossible.

Maybe I should give Dowling credit for cramming so much of the visual detail of
Wonderland into her comic, but her technique doesn’t reveal the richness of the detail
so much as force the reader to hunt for anticipated treasures. Perhaps, therefore, she
is right to work with dead writers whose material is so overwhelmingly familiar through
so many different media.

I’m probably overinclined to criticise because I don’t particularly like Carroll’s
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Wonderland, whoever illustrates it, or maybe the problem lies elsewhere. Today, I
listened to an interview with playwrite John Byrne - Ah, not merely playwrite, but also
producer, costume designer and poster artist - maybe Byrne should simply have
whipped out his sketch pad and produced the comic strip of Chekhov’s Uncle Vanya.
Leaving aside his renaissance breadth of competencies, or megalomaniac desire for
control, John Byrne has produced a Scottish rewrite of Uncle Vanya, retitled Uncle
Varick. Why? Why is everyone relying on dead poets and writers?

Meanwhile, buy this comic book for a child of your acquaintance who really ought to
read the original, but stubbornly refuses. Alternatively, you could read them the
original, or buy them something that will pay royalties to a live writer.
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No Honor
Publisher: Top Cow

Before I start this review, I have a confession to make: I'm not going to be entering this
review unbiased. Of course, any reviewer has their biases because each person their
own tastes and preferences, but in the case of "No Honor" I admit I have a bias against
Top Cow. As with most people, images of impossibly built, half-naked women and
chiseled beefcake are inevitably conjured up when I catch a glimpse of the Top Cow
Productions logo. Alongside the T&A-friendly house style, which seems to vary little
from book to book, the actual titles have been a mixed bag at best for me. Top Cow
books tend to try to mix late-nite TV genres, like cop dramas or crime stories, with
genres more rooted in the comic book medium, such as fantasy or sci-fi, which is an
interesting approach, but unfortunately annoying cliches from both mediums become
part of the package deal. Luckily for me, Fiona Kai Avery's "No Honor" isn't a bad read
by any means, even if it did nothing for Top Cow's credit by changing my opinion about
the imprint's approaches.

"No Honor" is a new take on that old action-drama sub- genre: the "two partners who
must work together but are polar opposites that shouldn't be able to get along" story.
Only in this case, the two partners are a modern day professional art thief, Random,
and Tannen, the ancient ghost of a samurai who ends up sharing the same body with
Random. Leading poor Random by the nose, Tannen urges Random to go to Japan
and try to investigate a centuries-old tragedy that has left Tannen's spirit in unrest. In
the meantime, Random is pursued by Brit, a thief-turned-cop, Tannen's actions destroy
Random's career, and they are contacted by a host of lost spirits only Random/Tannen
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can see and hear.

The book's theme is built on the fact that Tannen and Random operate under
completely different and seemingly contradictory moral codes. Random objects
strongly to Tannen's willingness to kill, while Tannen is furious when he finds out the
fellow he's possessing owes his living to stealing, even though Random patiently points
out that his victims are always wealthy. Like I wrote, it's a solid premise to start with,
but it's given almost no room for moral ambiguity. Tannen's actions, no matter how
violent, are justified because the plot makes them so. For instance, there is a scene
where the spirits of men killed by corrupt cops back in the 1920s ask Tannen to avenge
them on some present-day cops. Tannen readily consents to carry out the spirits'
request, despite Random's more than understandable objections. Basically Tannen,
although he makes some noise about seeing cops act "dishonorably" in the short time
he's been possessing Random, agrees to kill a few police officers for a forgotten crime
committed by their predecessors decades ago. At the same time, we see the pair of
cops Tannen will target brutalize a few innocent teenagers. To be fair, Tannen doesn't
get to fulfill his promise to the ghosts, but the whole "hey, Tannen's perfectly happy to
go carve up a couple of people for a crime they have no personal responsibility for" is
kind of sidestepped.

That aside, the conflict between Random and Tannen does fuel the plot well, even if
Random seems to adjust too readily to the fact that Tannen sometimes has complete
control of his physical body. Unfortunately, there isn't much ground to cover: Random
is literally stuck with Tannen, they contact several ghosts, Random's career falls apart
because of Tannen's gung-ho actions (and a close associate of Random's dies in the
process), they go to Japan, and meet more ghosts. There is, of course, more to it than
that, but the book's plot feels a bit unfocused past its center, Tannen's relationship with
his unwanted tenant. The closest thing to an antagonist "No Honor" has is Brit, but,
even though her actions end up impacting the plot and she does interact with our
protagonists for one scene, her story just feels like a sub-plot only tangently related to
what we see happening to Random/Tannen. Of course, this is only Vol. 1 of what I
expect will be an ongoing story, but, if Brit is meant to become a permanent antagonist,
she probably could have used more breathing space in this early volume. Also so
much space is spent on the ghosts Tannen encounters - the grandfather of an abused
child, the aforementioned police brutality victims, a Japanese noblewoman killed in the
nineteenth century - that the story's climax, where Tannen's past is finally revealed with
little build-up and we learn what has kept his spirit wandering, feels terribly rushed.

The dialogue does run somewhat smoothly. Tannen's speech is rendered in archaic,
purple prose, but not to the ridiculous levels you'd expect from how some genre stories
depict noble warriors from alien societies. Tannen's words do clash with Random's
modern dialogue, but not so much that there's too much of a distracting contrast.
Unfortunately, there are parts where the dialogue derails, like this ugly visit from the
Exposition Fairy:

Brit: "Look, you didn't hire me for my ethics - you put me on the art squad because I
know the mindset."

Police Chief: "You are the mindset! Brit, you can't do this anymore! That's why I gave
you the option to serve the NYPD instead of going to jail!"

As for Clayton Crain's art, it is in the Top Cow house style - although there weren't as
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many slices of cheesecake as I thought there would be (although there is one
extended scene where Brit works at the police office during hours wearing a tight,
belly-revealing t-shirt and hip-hugging pants) and actually more panel space is devoted
to beefcake. There's a fair amount of attention given to detail, whether it's a moonlit
field in the Japanese countryside or the ubran ally haunted by the embittered ghost of
a child abuser. While the main characters are quite distinct and capable of showing
their emotions. His action scenes are a bit awkward, but far from incomprehensible.

Now Fiona Kai Avery's script does work quite well. There's an effort to seamlessly mix
in elements of drama, action, comedy, fantasy, and even horror here, and for the most
part she pulls it off. The tone keeps the right amount of darkness needed for the
subject moment, but knows the right moments to lighten up.

It won't be changing my views on Top Cow's output, but it's certainly a solid work with a
premise that's worth the interest.
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Beckett Anime Collector Vol. 6 No 3. Issue 55
Publisher: Beckett

A magazine of lighter paper and thinner glossy stock, its contents seem to reflect the
material used to print it. Content that contains a bit of this and a bit of that touching on
Yu-Gi-Oh, Pokemon, Inuyasha, and Duel Masters. It is reflective of the attention span
of their target market. Short, sweet, and thin. If you are over the age of 15, this won’t
hold too much interest.

The Price Guides for Pokemon Cards and Yo-Gi-Oh are thorough and helpful for value
guided purchases as well as ascertaining the value of one’s collection.

Otherwise you’ll find reprinted articles from the Yu-Gi-Oh Collector Issue 11, as well as
like minded articles that introduce the ideas, culture and general flavor of the Anime
and Anime card collecting community.

In other words, I would call it a beginner’s guide to becoming a retail customer for the
Anime industry.

I get the feeling that this particular titled magazine is the compilation of snippets from
the Beckett Line of title specific collector magazines. The advertising is more frequent
and crass. Featuring the who’s who of cable network cartoon providers; ABC,
ABCfamily, Disney, CartoonNetwork, et al. Retail sellers such as Samgoody, Suncoast,
BestBuy, and Fry’s also get some real estate within the magazine. Beckett themselves
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reserves 6 pages of real estate to sell their Cool Anime Stuff.

There are 4 contests throughout the magazine. Maybe it’s my age, maybe I’ve been in
sales and marketing too long myself, but all I can think is, “Jeesh, they’ve pushed the
Major retailers and broadcasters in the kids’ faces, now they want a boatload of free
market research from them?”

Ultimately, I tried my best to stay focused inside this publication, but failed. It is, for all
intents and purposes, a commercial.

Save your money, and buy Beckett’s title specific collector magazines.
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Yu-Gi-Oh Collector, #11
Publisher: Beckett

Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

When Beckett described this publication as a guide to Yu-Gi-Oh cards, games, and
other Anime Products, they were understating the facts.

Issue 11 featuring an embossed “Slifer” on the cover screams for attention. The
binding, paper weight and glossy product will stand the test of time, and manhandling.
One of the mandated features I look for is top notch 4 color printing. The print job has
to live up to the graphics. As a publication Issue 11 is sharp and professional. Issue 11
is a keeper.

Beckett offers a veritable smorgasbord of Yu-Gi-Oh pricing, collecting, buying, selling,
celebration, sharing, game play training, and URLs supporting more of the same.

If you have a Yu-Gi-Oh collector in the house, they will spend hours inside this
publication.

The Price Guide bestows up to date information as to the dollar value of these mighty
collectable dueling cards. Your YGO collector may be a very wealthy person as well as
powerful at the card table. The price guide also allows buyers to see where to put their
investment monies. (Are you getting this Grandma and Grandpa?)

http://liheliso.org/
http://www.beckettyugioh.com/
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Yu-Gi-Oh Episode Reviews keep the avid fan up to date on the happenings of their
favorite characters, as well as filter out episodes that aren’t worthy of taking time away
from dueling with friends.

A PC Game review gives a fair and balanced overview of the latest software YGO
gaming has to offer. Does one go digital and leave the traditional cards on the table?
Only the true YGO Master knows.

Background articles and insights to new characters help weave the YGO tale and the
intricacies of their inked lives. To date, Slifer the Sky Dragon, one of three Egyptian
God cards, is the favorite of duelers and collectors. YGO is translated to English from
the Japanese format and at times the translation process looses the intent of the
Japanese writers and artists. These types of articles help to clarify intent toward the
powers and personalities of key YGO entities.

Coming Attractions opens the window to new toys and novelties of the industry.
Collectors and fanatics will appreciate the edge to availability without having to travel
to a Comic Con miles away.

The Best of the Best covers in detail the top 100 cards to date. Compiled from the
North American Continents most avid players this list proffers those cards most sought
and used within the card dueling of YGO. (That’s another shopping list Grandma and
Grandpa)

Much like Fantasy Football, Beckett offers an in depth Ultimate Fantasy Duel List. Here
you can find deck structures, plans, strategy, and risk management that General Sun
Tzu would admire.

Ask the Yu-Gi-Oh Master offers Yoda-like instruction. All the questions come from
readers. If your YGO fanatic is yearning for higher knowledge and power, he can email
the YGO master directly!

My personal favorite section is the Yu-Gi-Oh Gallery. Readers and fans can mail in, or
email in their personal fan art for sharing and publication.

To simply state that this publication is a guide to Yu-Gi-Oh cards, games, and other
Anime Products is akin to saying the ocean is a bit wet.
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Hellboy was great! Totally worth the $9.50 +$2 parking I paid to see it.

I really did like it. I've only seen Ron Pearlman in "Name of the Rose" and "La Cite des
Enfants Perdu" and his characters were kind of brain damaged and creepy. As Hellboy
his character is creepy, but wisecracking, sharp as a tack creepy.

Good music, good action even though there were no car chases, and good casting
except John Hurt sucked very much. But seems like old John has been on auto-pilot
for about fifteen years now, so I'm not surprised.

I've only read a few of the Hellboy comics at Playboy.com and, astonishingly, they still
have the Hellboy comics up on the Darkhorse pages. I only started reading Hellboy
because I ran out of Bettie Page comics. I mean, Bettie Page he's not, but I still
managed to enjoy reading them. However, I don't remember the fish guy, but I might
not have been paying enough attention.

Oh, and there's a gateway to Hell in Scotland in this film and this might or might not
come as a surprise to some of our longtime readers.

So go see it. I'm cheap and I'm here to tell you: it's worth the money.
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Common Grounds, #1-3
Publisher: Top Cow

Reviewed by Kathy LaFollett

32 years ago I was introduced to comics by my father. He presented me with a copy of
Swamp Thing, Spiderman, and Captain America. I was hooked. Normally I’d buy
comics by judging the cover art, and thumbing through the pages looking for action
scenes and inviting layouts. I built quite the collection over 10 years. Which through the
passing of time, somehow became lost between High School and College.

Today I lurk through comic book stores searching for and buying the old issues that I
loved back then. You could call me an aficionado of “old school” comics.

Common Grounds presents the same lure as the old issues I sought as a child. The
cover art is solid and consistent is flavor, the layout and ink work expressive yet simple.
Line weights and coloring within the issues present suggestive visuals without clutter.
Clean and crisp. I consider this series a collectible based on the art alone.

The writing is quirky and dated relying on current events, political beliefs and named
products of this generation. This is not to suggest a negative opinion towards the flavor
of the writing. I find references, rhetoric, and syntax familiar to the point of everyday
expressions that are the very foundation of the premise presented.
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Simply stated, Common Grounds is a franchise of donut shops (Dunkin Donuts?)
specifically serving superheroes and super villains. One storyline presents the rules for
Common Grounds that no fighting or combat is tolerated within the establishment.
Bouncers are on hand to remove those super types that start trouble. (My only
question being, what type of bouncer can efficiently remove super individuals engaged
in combat?) Contained within the parameters of Common Grounds we are introduced
to a set of super individuals through conversations, thoughts, and in one story, a
bathroom conversation between a villain and a super hero.

Common Grounds employs everyday humans for customer service. In one story a look
into the moral of not giving up on one’s dreams is presented through a threatening
scenario between two humans. I found the conversation and storyline engaging, but
within one graphic cell, the presentation of a PT Cruiser vehicle was distracting.

The humor contained within the writing and presented conversations can be quite
good. I found myself laughing out loud at one punch line. Conversely, I often found
myself thinking that a group of high school boys got together and wrote the dialogue.
It’s a bit thin in context and light in vocabulary. Within three books, there were
references to “horny high school girls”, an attempted kidnap/rape, a bathroom
conversation presented between two toilet stalls, failed sexual exploits due to
superpowers, the stereotypical waitress wannabe an actress, a female superhero
declining a donut due to watching her figure, and an additional scene reference to a
possible alley rape or “pulling a train”. These points of dialogue were distracting as
well.

What I found completely solid and quite impressive were the transition scenes and
layouts supporting those scenes. Balanced, supportive of thought, and easily followed
they offered a solid foundation to any weaknesses in dialogue.

The series delves lightly into everyday issues concerning familial interplay, social
injustice, political ramifications, human interaction, anger, frustration, hopes, dreams,
and life itself as a struggle. These are examined within the context of a superhero
individually, in a pair, and expressly between a protagonist and antagonist. The very
idea of examining super heroes against and within the context of regular human life
and struggles sets this series apart. But it is a double edged sword at times. Just as I
was losing myself in a character or scene, I would be jarred by a graphic or
conversation so timely in reference I’d immediately be asking myself, “what’s THAT
doing in there?” or “God, I hate it when people speak like that.”. Character syntax and
vocabulary do not support personality differentiation. There is a Hebrew super hero,
who speaks guarded English, and within a few cells a German superhero speaking his
native language. But generally the characters, female or male, tend to sound alike is
verbiage.

There are two hidden gems within the series. The first gem being two page spreads
presenting an insider’s look at the processes taken by the artists and writers in
developing the art and stories. The second is found in Issue 2, an opening salvo
showcasing Stryke Force, another Top Cow Production. This short excursion into
another comic leaves you wanting more of the same, a lot more.

I’m smitten with the storyline found in Issue 3 and the Character of Charm. She has a
substantive personality that could yield a great long term story. Her brother
Strangeness seems a bit dismissive and baseline in personality. I’m not sure if the Top
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Cow team has plans for development in characters or rather in philosophy framed
within random individuals.

All in all, I’m quite willing to give Common Grounds another 10 issues to mature in
writing.
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Common Grounds, #1-3
Publisher: Top Cow

Reviewed by Chris Husmann (Posted by Kathy LaFollett)

Synopsis:

A chain of restaurants (known as "Common Grounds") attract some unique customers.
These customers are all super heroes and super villains. All of them with different
powers, costumes, and history. These are their stories and adventures of how they
become who they are and why they chose to become a hero (or villain.)

Review:

I had no idea what to expect when I first took a gander at these comics. I looked at the
covers, flipped through some of the pages and then started off on page one for each of
them. I have to say the Common Grounds comics are very original and very fresh. I
haven’t seen any other comic that reminds me of them. Each issue has two separate
stories of different characters.

Common Grounds focuses more on the characters backgrounds. So if your one of
those people who enjoys action and fighting in comic books then I don’t think you’d find
yourself enjoying this series very much. This series did just pick up so I’m sure that
they will add more action later down the road.
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The art in these comics is very well done. Only thing that I didn’t like was that they had
two different art styles. The first half of the comic seems to be drawn by the same
artist. Where as the second half is totally different and resembles the art that of a
Saturday morning cartoon (this goes for each issue!) I’m just not used to the artwork
changing as I read on in a comic book.

The stories in these comics are ok. I’d say they are above average. They just change
the plot and move on to a different character throughout each comic. So the story isn’t
exactly stationary. I’m sure most of us are used to comics that focus on one main
character and his/her counterparts throughout the whole series. So you’re in for a
change if you read Common Grounds. I enjoyed reading these comics up until issue
number three (the last issue that’s out I believe.) After reading the problems and
history of six or more characters in the previous two issues with little or no action, it just
got too repetitive for my taste.

The Verdict:

All in all this is a nice change from other comics. It’s original and fresh. I think they take
the originality to far though… making it seem rather repetitive (as I stated before). If I
had to give it a rating on a scale from one to ten I’d give it a 6/10. Its nice and all but it
could use some changes.
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Just a reminder that July 1, 2004 is the the next essay deadline for the next issue of
LHLS. Please see the editorial policy and submission guidelines, and feel free to
contact us if you have any questions, thank you. Hope we see you on July 1.
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Ruule: Ganglords of Chinatown #5
by Ivan Brandon, Mike Hawthorne, Rick Remender, Guilia

Brusco, Richard Starkings, Jimmy Bentancourt, Comicraft, Matt Hollingsworth
Created by Jeff Amano
Cover art by David Mack
Publisher: Beckett Comics
April 2004 - Issue 5

Ruule: Ganglords of Chinatown #5 is a brutally violent comic illustrated in the style of
the recent, Bruce Timm-produced Batman and Superman television cartoons. The
dialog and plot are unencumbered with the burden of originality, which hardly dooms
the project. What is present is atmosphere, and lots of energy, but despite those
virtues, Ganglords #5 fails more than it succeeds

Nearly four action-drenched pages pass before the first panel with written text appears.
"It's over," a lithe woman says, gripping a long, splintered stick, and standing waist-
deep in a pool of water o'er-slicked with blood. The plot, such as it is, is a standard
1950's vengeance noir potboiler, featuring Gid, a young man seeking to kill gang
leaders responsible for killing his brothers, and "the men who refused to help us."
Anachronisms such as modern-looking motorbikes are depicted, but otherwise
Ganglords instincts tend toward the cityscapes of James Ellroy's "LA Quartet." There's
a certain charm in explicitly portraying truly unsettling acts of carnage, torture, combat,
and yet representing curse words with the kind of funny letters found in a vintage Dick

http://www.beckettcomics.com/
http://liheliso.org/
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Tracy strip. The presentation is attractive, and features an evocative cover by David
Mack, but doesn't go much deeper. The stylized, cartoonish character designs,
alongside horrific acts of violence, used to great effect in Brian Michael Bendis and
Michael Avon Oeming's Powers, do not inform or enhance the story and themes of
Ganglords.

The narrow emotional range of the characters makes it hard to care about them, or
what will happen to them. The focus on consequences and the corruption of power is a
good dramatic theme, but its potential is squandered. At different points, several
characters (and Gid himself) speak to Gid's "choices" and how he's changing into the
men who did him wrong. Which would be an interesting progression to explore, if it was
actually shown. Gid has a wild glint in his eye from start to end, 41 pages later, with
scant, and deeply unsatisfactory, allusions to a character capable of making
considered judgments, to a character worthy of our emotional investment in his
redemption. The characters that surround him, from the woman who speaks the first
line of dialog in the book, to his adolescent brother, to the twin ganglords who are
captured and sentenced by Gid to a kind of street justice, are ciphers. They are
horrified and bemused by Gid's decisions, repsectively, but are not granted the
expressiveness to articulate what has been lost.

Replies: 4 comments

Wow, that cover is by David Mack? David Mack, the "Kabuki" guy? I love his work. And
I loved the cover of Ganglords, but it was too violent for me, which is kind of saying a
lot. Thanks, William, you ruule!

Posted by Ginger Mayerson @ 03/29/2004 05:59 PM PST

Yep, that David Mack did the cover. Indeed, it is a very violent book; I wasn't turned off,
exactly, but a book (movie, television show) has to earn the right to use that kind of
imagery, and Ganglords doesn't.

If the style of the (interior) art intrigued you, I highly recommend Powers, cited in the
review. The dialog is ace, and the story is compelling and fun to unravel. If anything,
the violence is more brutal, but is leavened with real humor, and emotion. The difficult
parts are difficult because they have to be, to the extent that something like pages in a
comic book 'have' to be anything, I suppose.

Posted by William @ 03/29/2004 07:47 PM PST

Actually, I think I'm just a David Mack freak. I love the way he draws and colors the
"Kabuki" series. In fact, we have "Kabuki Metamorphosis" out for review and I was
hard pressed to let go of it. It's so beautiful, I can't even begin to tell you. Also, when I
met Mr. Mack at Wizard World LA, he was very nice, charming even, and, as I am
finding out, there's a dearth of male charm in the comics world, so even a little stands
out a lot. And David Mack has a lot of charm. Oh well.

Oh, by the way, our usually very reliable webhost had lots and lots of problems today
that are, hopefully and permanently, resolved so it's kind of a miricle that you were able
to post your review at all. I'm very glad you were able to and you certainly did a better
job formatting it than I could have done. Thanks, William. GM
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Posted by Ginger @ 03/29/2004 10:12 PM PST

Steve Grant writes a regular column of comic reviews for Comic Book Resources, titled
"Permanent Damage." In his April 7 column, he reviewed Ruule favorably. If you
wanted a slightly different perspective, and more background on Beckett Comics,
check it out.

Also, apparently Ruule does not take place in 1950s, but rather a post-apocalyptic San
Francisco. Hmm!

Posted by William @ 04/12/2004 08:26 AM PST
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2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review (still): Decease #1

A good zine is hard to find. Actually, let me emend that: finding a *zine* is hard enough
these days, since everyone is doing comix, apparently. I've always loved zines -
bought them, traded them, written about them, worked on them (Inquisitor) - and I'm
sad to see that most zines have gone the way of manual typewriters. Hmm, maybe
there's a connection. Anyway, I was genuinely pleased to pick up the first issue of
Decease of APE: a gen-yoo-ine zine, black and white xeroxed 8.5x11 sheets stapled
in the middle and packed with lots and lots of text. Yay! The zine is not dead - now it's
just *about* death.

Editor-in-chief Meri Brin has assembled 10 diverse meditations on death and the
culture surrounding it. They range from personal and touching (Jana Wright's memory
of seeing her father's body in a morgue - not scary, but liberating) to ironic and
amusing (Andrew Losowsky's 12-page essay on obituaries, which could have used a
bit more editing) to offbeat and hey-isn't-that-cool (Wright again, on true crime tunes
and the morbidity of Liszt - and hey, how come Peter Gabriel's "Family Snapshot"
wasn't on the list of songs about murder?). There's lots more, some of it fascinating, all
of it well-written and thought-provoking. This is a zine at its best: taking a universal fact
and writing about it, writing through it, and making it your own.

My only complaint about Decease is the use of whimsical and serif-laden fonts, and a
different one for each piece, at that. My eyes, my eyes! Please, for the sake of your
readers with less than perfect vision, stick to Arial and Times, and if you must go wild,
use Palatino. I look forward to issue #2.

http://liheliso.org/
http://www.comic-con.org/index.html
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Meet Edwin Morose

Teddy Scares teddy bears.

Reviewed by Ginger Mayerson

Full disclosure: I never had a teddy bear as a child. I had a Raggedy Ann.

However, because I'm a serious person(TM) and have had a lot of coffee today, I'm not
going to let my childhood stand in the way of reviewing this Teddy Scares teddy bear,
called Edwin Morose.

This is an edgy concept bear for teens, the waning on the box reads: "13+ for the
unlucky ages of 13 & up." Now, I realize that in a perfect world, every twelve year old
would receive a VISA card with a $100,000 credit limit and this would be the consumer
version of sending teens in to the woods naked to see if they come back and are
allowed to join the tribe. However, we do not live in a perfect world, we live in a world
where adults have all or most of the VISA cards and anxious parents ought to buy this
bear in an attempt to connect with the Goth baby, that used to be their Angel baby,
who listens to loud, creepy music (*see below) and will not come out of their room
anymore. I seriously recommend that parents do buy this bear for their spawn. They
got nothing to lose here. If the kid is going to scoff at something, well, at least let it be
something as cool as these Teddy Scares.

http://teddyscares.com/
http://liheliso.org/
http://teddyscares.com/bear_bios/index.shtml
http://teddyscares.com/
http://teddyscares.com/
http://teddyscares.com/bear_bios/index.shtml


Archived Entry - 03/27/2004: "Toy Review: Edwin Morose of Teddy Scares"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000061.htm[4/27/2019 3:41:36 PM]

These bears are pretty creepy, but creepy in a cuddly way, if that makes any sense at
all. The theme of this line of bears is an attempt to answer the age old question: What
happens to teddy bears after the child outgrows them? Well, obviously they become
zombie bears. So, the box looks like it's been sitting in a leaky part of the attic for a few
years. There's more information on the box, such as:

"Once soft and cuddly,
"now dead and bloody."

Not quite EA Poe, but it does scan. Kind of.

"As a child, your teddy bear was there to love and protect you from things that go bump
in the night. Now you've become older and your toys have been long forgotten... but
they never forget."

See? Guilt and fear; exactly what the collection companies use when that VISA bill
goes too long unpaid. Which makes this a kind of educational toy as well.

"These once loyal stuffed friends have undergone a hideous transformation - these
cannibalistic cadavers have returned from their graves to exact a bloody revenge."

Like I said: Zombie Bears. And there you have perfectly good tie-in with "Dawn of the
Dead". Please notice how the serendipity and interconnectedness of all of life and
commerce is in play here.

And the box gets even cooler (I know, I know, it's a box, but it's an IMPORTANT part of
this reviewer's experience). Inside the box, there's more text, this time handwritten:

"For years I sat on the edge of your bed, listening to your dreams, getting soggy from
your tears. Every day I comforted you and played - we were together forever, friends to
the end. The little child grew old which turned into [illegible]. Then I'm left lying around
on the floor, stuffed in a box, and shoved..." [The rest is behind the bear's head and I
didn't feel like unmooring him from his domain.]

You know, we so seldom get to see it from the teddy bear's point of view.

Also in this box, there are more graphics, but they are a blurry, faded picture of the
bear with the child who subsequently abandoned him. There's a faded daguerreotype
of Theodore Roosevelt and an x-ray of a hand for some reason. I dunno, this box has
more ambience than my whole apartment.

And then there is the bear, Edwin Morose, himself. He's a shade of dark rose in lush
plush. So lush and soft, I was startled when my hand first brushed against his head,
but I controlled myself (kind of). Clad in a stunning navy blue t-shirt with a broken heart
on it, he carries black velvet roses in his right hand and a burlap bag, ostensibly
containing a plush heart (no, I didn't look, but I believe what it says on The Box) in his
left. And he's soooooo soft, it's like silk chenille after you've had champagne or
something. Okay, okay, I'll put him back in the box, calm down. Oh! And there's a toe
tag! Is that cute or what?!

And in closing, I can only say that this is the bear for these times and the times for
these bears. I speak as a member of the generation that kind of missed the Beatles,
got stuck with Elton John (*see above), and had to choose between Disco and Punk. A
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hardy lot, we infants of the 60s and teens of the 70s, our tastes and manners honed by
adversity and the Bee Gees (*see above), which are the same thing, but we do, at the
roots of our being, know from bears. After all, we had Yogi and Boo Boo as role models
on TV and of course the incomparable Phil Harris voicing the greatest singing bear of
all time in "Jungle Book":

"Look for the bare necessities
"The simple bare necessities
"Forget about your worries and your strife
"I mean the bare necessities
"Old Mother Nature's recipes
"That brings the bare necessities of life."

Only to be eclipsed by Louis Prima as the King of the Swingers. Sigh, there's always a
bigger fish, isn't there? Alas, there are no lines of "Curious George in the Rue Morgue"
or "Mighty Joe Sock Monkey" plush toys, are there? Are there?!

No wonder I've become obsessed with Edwin Morose of Teddy Scares. I will, however,
try to find a more balanced reviewer to get a second opinion on this bear, upon which I
have rendered the verdict: Fabulous! Utterly Fabulous! He's sooooooooo soft and... oh
never mind.

Note: This bear is Wizard World LA 2004 swag. Thank you very much to Mr. Phil
Nannay, President of Applehead Factory Design Studio, www.appleheadfactory.com,
for the Teddy Scares bear for review.
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The Case of the Colonist's Corpse
by Bob Ingersoll and Tony Isabella

Publisher: Star Trek (Pocket Books)
ISBN: 0743464974

Reviewed by Kathryn L. Ramage

Perry Mason in Space…

Authors Bob Ingersoll and Tony Isabella make it clear in the acknowledgments
prefacing this book that they've written a murder mystery in the Perry-Mason style --
that is, a mystery set as a courtroom drama with the lawyer for the defense acting as
detective, and a client who is undoubtedly not guilty. But Ingersoll and Isabella have
also written a Star Trek novel. Our hero is none other than Samuel T. Cogley, the
luddite lawyer who defended Captain Kirk in the Original Series episode Court Martial.
His client is a Klingon governor accused of murdering his Federation counterpart on a
colony world shared by both (in accordance with the Organian Peace Treaty). Like Earl
Stanley Gardner's Perry Mason, Cogley is called upon not only to defend his client, but
to solve the crime of which his client has been falsely accused and to find the guilty
party. He even has a "Della Street" secretary and a "Paul Drake" private investigator to
assist him.

This book can be considered in two lights; as a mystery, and as a Star Trek novel.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/0743464974/qid%3D1079926972/sr%3D1-1
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=gingermayerso-20&path=tg/detail/-/0743464974/qid%3D1079926972/sr%3D1-1


Archived Entry - 03/21/2004: "Trek Book Review: "The Case of the Colonist's Corpse" by Bob Ingersoll and Tony Isabella"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000059.htm[4/27/2019 3:41:40 PM]

How does it stand up as a mystery? As a mystery, the story is replete with the typical
range of suspects: the cheating wife and her lover, some business-type associates
who would be ruined by the actions of the murdered man if he'd lived long enough, an
angry, drunken lout bent on revenge, and even a couple of spies–in this case, one
human and one Klingon. I had my suspicions about the murderer early on, but the truth
wasn't so painfully obvious as to spoil the mystery, nor so obscure as to come out of
nothing; there were enough real clues, false clues, motives, death threats, and red
herrings tossed in and sustained to keep the question respectably up in the air until the
resolution. The story has a nice Perry-Masonish feel to it throughout and follows the
template of the Gardner novels I've read (admittedly, not all of them).

How is it as a Star Trek novel? Those readers looking for the further adventures of Kirk
and company will be disappointed; the crew of the Enterprise only makes two brief
appearances at the middle and end of the story. On the other hand, we do not forget
that this novel is set in the Trek universe, for the text is liberally strewn with references
to people, places, and events familiar to the well-versed Trekker -- actually, to the
point where I began to find them an annoying distraction. The Organians and the
Daystrom Institute? Okay. At least there was some reason for their being mentioned.
But Captain Archer and Section 31? Unnecessary, and laying it on a little too thick for
my tastes.

It seemed a bit odd to me that with all the usual 23rd-century Trek technology
available, there were a number of things that were anachronistic. For example,
Cogley's dislike of computers is well established from his appearance in Court Martial,
but the murdered man also keeps a collection of books and writes his notes on paper --
both of which are important to the case. It also struck me as odd that the murdered
man could be hit with a phaser blast and not be vaporized instantly. Both of these
points I can forgive, however, by attributing them to the authors' need to provide viable
clues: computer records can be altered in ways that printed writing cannot, and the
weakness of the phaser blast leaves a body to be found so that the characters in the
novel know that this is a murder rather than an unaccountable disappearance.

In spite of the oddities and irritations, my overall impression of the book is a favorable
one. I enjoyed reading it, and if there are to be further books in this series, I'll look
forward to seeing them too.

Although if there are to be more books in this series, I have to pity poor Areel Shaw,
the prosecuting attorney and Kirk's love interest in Court Martial, and this novel's
Hamilton Berger stand-in. At the very end of the book, we have the following ominous
description of her:

[Kirk] was reminded of the resentment and intensity he had sensed in Areel
back on the Enterprise, and realized he sensed the same thing from her

now. Only this time it was stronger, darker. Disturbing.

Who can blame her? She must realize that as long as she's up against Cogley, she'll
never win another case for the rest of her career.

Search entries:

 



Archived Entry - 03/21/2004: "Trek Book Review: "The Case of the Colonist's Corpse" by Bob Ingersoll and Tony Isabella"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000059.htm[4/27/2019 3:41:40 PM]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com


Archived Entry - 03/21/2004: "Trek Book Review: "The Case of the Colonist's Corpse" by Bob Ingersoll and Tony Isabella"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000059.htm[4/27/2019 3:41:40 PM]

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 03/21/2004: "My visit to Wizard World LA 2004"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000058.htm[4/27/2019 3:41:43 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 3"] [Main
Index] [Next entry: "Trek Book Review: "The Case of the Colonist's Corpse" by Bob

Ingersoll and Tony Isabella"]

03/21/2004 Archived Entry: "My visit to Wizard World LA 2004"

Yes, I went to Wizard World Con today (Sun, March 21, 2004) and I'm sure the
fanboys were wondering whose maiden aunt wandered into the wrong con.

Actually, it was great! And I spent time talking to publishers and artists who were glad
to talk to someone closer to their own age, refreshing, in fact. Thank you very much to
Jesse Schiller at Wizard World for the press passes for me and Gaming Editor, Ruben
Sahagun.

I'm told that yesterday it was packed with over 7,000 attendees. I'm sure today was
quieter, but there were still a lot of people in there. And I was only downstairs in the
Comics section, I'm sure the Gamer section upstairs was jumpin', too.

Anyway, here are the very nice folks who gave us very nice work to review (look for in-
depth reviews here in the near future):
REVIEWED Common Grounds 1, 2 and 3 (floppy comic book [color]). 
REVIEWED No Honor (trade comic [color])
Midnight Nation (huge trade comic [color]) by J Michael Straczynski ("From the Creator
of Babylon 5 and Rising Stars" is says on the cover). 
REVIEWED Yu-Gi-Oh Collector Magazine, Neopets, the Official Magazine (I was
very politely informed that elderly sophisticated women of a certain age, like myself,
love Neopets. Good to know!), and the REVIEWED The Anime Collector Magazine. 
Gone South (floppy comic book [bw]) Dixie vampires (I think), hey why not?
REVIEWED Ganglords of Chinatown (a slim and elegant trade comic [color, esp. red])
Violent and gory. But they do have a new title coming out called Fade from Grace that
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they assured me was romantic and pretty and that elderly sophisticated women of
a certain age, like myself, would love it. 
REVIEWED B.A.B.E. Force 1 and 2 (floppies [bw]) Satire, "This action comedy follows
the adventures of an elite team of super spies as they try to go undercover in
suburbia." Charlies' Angels meets Fast Times at Ridgemont High maybe. 
REVIEWED Kabuki Metamorphosis (incredibly beautiful trade [color] signed by the
artist who is very nice to talk to) I've read a few Kabuki floppies and think they are just
the cat's pajamas. "Layers of intrigue and hidden agenda are matched by the layers of
graphic invention -- pen and ink, collage, watercolor -- while western psychoanalytic
theory coexists with the fatalism of the Japanese ghost story." John Sayles. It's really
pretty, too, and every page is beautifully composed and subtly colored. That's not a
review, it's just a teaser.
REVIEWED Buzzboy. Monsters, Dreams & Milkshakes. "The World's Most Upbeat
Super Hero" "Featuring Monkeys and Wienerdogs!" (trade comic [bw]) Looks kind of
fun. 
REVIEWED Me and Edith Head (mini comic [bw]) Really really good drawing and
story. 
REVIEWED Stupid Comics (floppy [bw]) by Jim Mahfood. 
REVIEWED Alice (small trade [bw]) by Lela Dowling. Retelling "Alice in Wonderland"
in sequential art. Clever drawing, kind of like "For better or for worse" but edgier and
that's still not right, but the best I can do right now. The Cheshire Cat is a riot. And we
all know the story. 
REVIEWED And, last, but hardly least, Teddy Scares (scary teddy bears [I'm not
making this up], they are very cool).

Look for reviews of these fine publication on this blog in the near future!

There might be a few things on this list left to review after the J LHLS reviewers have
had their way with it. Please contact me at J LHLS, if you'd be interested in reviewing
any of it, thanks.

And now I must recover from my day. Comics - they wear a woman out.
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The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 3

If I had an editorial for Issue 3 of J LHLS, it would be about the lack of an editorial for
Issue 3 of J LHLS, so why not cut all our loses this issue and just skip it?
Editorial
by Ginger Mayerson
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03/15/2004 Archived Entry: "J LHLS 3: Explorations in Rye:
Searching for Miss Mapp"

Although Edward Frederick (E.F.) Benson wrote over 70 novels as well as a number of
biographies, ghost stories, and other works of fiction and non-fiction, he is best
remembered today for his six novels chronicling the social squabbles and adventures
of two middle-aged ladies, Elizabeth Mapp and Emmeline Lucas (known as "Lucia" to
her friends). 
Explorations in Rye: Searching for Miss Mapp
By Kathryn L. Ramage

Replies: 1 Comment

Dear Ms Ramage,

My wife and I have a special interest in the ITV (Thames TV) series "Mapp & Lucia", in
that the best man at our wedding (an old school friend of mine)was a member of the
sound crew.

Many years ago (approx. 30), I used to stay with friends in the village of Northiam, not
too far from Rye, and we often visited the small town, where one of the friends owned
an antiques shop (now gone).

As you say, it is such a pleasant little place and we found your descriptive comments
very useful in that we intend to visit later this year, having seen repeats of the series on
ITV3 (a digital channel), with the intention of looking out for the buildings featured.
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Yours sincerely,

Ken & Janice Pallett.

Posted by Kan & Janice Pallett (Twickenham, England) @ 01/23/2006 12:15 PM PST
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For the past several years J. F. Elouardio has been quietly absent from the L. A. art
world. His last exhibit - "Silence of the Hummers", at Pacemaker/Sho [April 1994] -
received notice in the local press although its uncanny prescience could hardly have
been recognized at that time.
A Visit with J.F. Elouardio
By Maxwell Maxfield
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Low afternoon sun between perfected orchard rows
Orchard Two
By Geoff Fernald
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The pain didn't show itself at first, slicing through the bread, the knife blade found my
left pointer finger with ease and finished the job quickly. 
Domestika
By Kathy LaFollett
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Last night I saw the moon and Mars.
The Moon Asks a Tough Question
By Mick Harrigan
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My word, this THEATER is awfully CROWDED. Could you scooch just over a little bit?
Say, I wonder what would happen if I happened to yell FIRE!!!!!!!! 
Don't Panic!
By Kitty Johnson
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Just before dinner seating
Two-Loon Blessing
By Geoff Fernald
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Since this scene establishes the structure of the film, it has already been discussed in
length in Part I. So in fear of redundancy, I'm not going to add much more.
It's in Your Head (Part 2)
By Donatella DelBono
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I can't begin to tell you all
These Poets
By Mick Harrigan
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Pibgorn, by Brooke McEldowney, is probably the best illustration of the power and
freedom a webcomic offers a good artist. It's got sex, violence, religion, the
supernatural, pin-ups, naked flying babes, sci-fi, long and complex story arcs, and,
lately, a Noir voice in the narration.
Naked Flying Babes
By Ginger Mayerson
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I'm just white-knuckling it with the muse.
An Interview with Brooke McEldowney
By Ginger Mayerson

Search entries:

 

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals

http://liheliso.org/
http://liheliso.com/Issue3/Issue3.html#An_Interview_with_Brooke_McEldowney
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054


Archived Entry - 03/15/2004: "An Interview with Brooke McEldowney"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000046.htm[4/27/2019 3:42:21 PM]

anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,
comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with

your comment and we'll add it.

http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 03/12/2004: "I Never Liked You"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000045.htm[4/27/2019 3:42:24 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "APE 2004 Swag Review: The Fixer"] [Main Index] [Next entry: "An
Interview with Brooke McEldowney"]

03/12/2004 Archived Entry: "I Never Liked You"

I Never Liked You
by Chester Brown

Publisher: Drawn and Quarterly
ISBN: 1-896597-14-9

I bought this book at APE, so it's not really swag. I had wanted it for a long time - I
believe the first edition came out in 1994 - but somehow I never got around to buying
it. But there it was at the Drawn and Quarterly table and it went into the bag with the
new Optic Nerve. Now I'm happy.

This is the second edition of this collection, somewhat pompously titled "The New
Definitive Edition" (okay, whatever). The blurb at D&Q calls this "a harrowing memoir",
but I don't think that's true: it is a story elegantly told, full of raw emotions that remain
unexpressed, one that captures the strange isolation of adolescence. But I wouldn't
call it harrowing. Chester Brown seems to have had a typical suburban white boy
growing-up experience, full of silences and secrets; bad things happen, but nothing is
connected, and nobody bothers to explain things to you. I thought his mother, who first
appears on page 13, was a single parent, until his dad showed up on page 56 - another
feature of suburban white-boy childhood. Brown perfectly captures the insane circle of
crushes, attractions, and repulsions that are part of everyone's teenage years. What I
think I like best is that he never excuses himself, or resorts to "poor me" apologies -
"Chester" is just as confused and mean as his friends. Brown's drawing style is at once
realistic and exaggerated - faces are beautifully rendered, but hands look like claws,
bodies and legs are impossibly skinny, one girl's breasts are of Luba-sized proportions
- all of which brings out the remembered quality of each vignette. It is a lovely book,
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and Chester Brown is courageous to put into art his own story, at once so mundane
and yet unique.
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2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: The Fixer, published by Drawn &
Quarterly, ISBN 1896597602

I have this odd problem with Joe Sacco's drawing: If I think about it, I don't like it.
However, when I look at it, I like the dark, moody landscapes and interiors very much
and the rest does the narrative job well enough. I'm sure this is just my problem and
not the drawing and certainly not the story, which is truly amazing.

Originally, I thought I had something to say about "The Fixer", but then read this review
at iComics and this review at PopMatters and realized that I have nothing to add to
them. Although, having nothing to do with Sacco or his work, I do wonder why the
defense of Sarajevo was left to what seem to my untrained eye to be sociopaths. But
any port in a storm, I suppose. Serendipitously, this month's Current History has an
article by John R. Lampe entitled "The Lessons of Bosnia and Kosovo for Iraq",
wherein Mr. Lampe completely misses the point that the US could and is doing some
good in Bosina and Kosovo because, unlike Iraq, we were not the original aggressor in
those countries. In my quotidian life, Bosina, Kosovo, Iraq are just places on the map.
However, reading "The Fixer" and looking at the bloodied bodies and blasted homes of
the citizens of Sarajevo has made at least one of those places more real for me.

Now, who's going to tell Baghdad's story?
The Fixer
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FanBoy Planet has some great reviews of stuff I missed at APE 2004! How could I
miss this stuff! Now I have to get it!
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2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: Boy Trouble, No. 5, 10th Anniversary

Is there really any other kind of trouble? Dan Savage loved this collection, so you can
just ignore the rest of this review. However, for those of you who choose to read on,
only in one comic was there any serious sex, so this is by no means a porn fest. The
rest of the stories were about wanting sex, but not getting it, which is another kind of
trouble. The stories are well-told, often in only a page or two, and the drawing is
perfect for these stories. Lots and lots of sequential artists and writers, too many to
mention here. Get a copy; you'll be glad you did!
Boy Trouble, No. 5, my copy says $8.95, I suppose there's tax and shipping, and David
Kelly had the most obvious copies for sale.
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2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: Deadly Artisans

"A select group of top tier Government Officials meet in secrecy and decide what
criminals are beyond due process." From the introduction.

Hm, I guess I watched too much "Dragnet" in my youth because I don't believe anyone
is beyond due process. We have due process and habeas corpus (or had, US citizens
Jose Padilla and Yaser Hamdi are still locked up without charges and have been for
over a year) because sometimes the cops and/or feds grab the wrong person. It
happens a lot and due process usually keeps the error rate in the reasonable zone, if
you can get a lawyer who doesn't fall asleep at your trial.

But, oh okay! It's just a comic book with buffed-up, super-powered, homicidal main
characters and lots of violence against (alleged) bad guys who futilely beg for their
lives and forget to load their guns before they are slashed to bits in the name of Truth,
Justice and the American way. Hey, who am I to rain on anyone's parade?
Deadly Artisans
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Benjamin Franklin: An American Life
by Walter Isaacson

Publisher: Simon & Schuster 
ISBN: 0684807610

And

The Stone Cold Truth
by Stone Cold Steve Austin

Publisher: WWE
ISBN: 0743477200

Reviewed by Kitty Johnson

You know, if it weren't for on-line porn, I wouldn't read fiction at all. My tastes (if we can
use that word) run to the earthy, gritty truth of existence, i.e. not that stuff people make
up out of their heads. However, I admit that I sometimes leaven my high-porn diet with
a biography or two, but I never lose sight of the gritty earthiness of it all.

For one thing, biographies have indices, and indices are very good for gauging porn-
levels. There I'll be with a copy of Hammurabai: That Babylonian Bad Boy, and I've got
my nose in the index looking up "Hammurabai and sex" or (even more fun)
"Hammurabi and sexual prowess" or (this is me being totally frolicsome) "Hammurabai
and sexual failures." (Then after I look up "sex", I always look up "Elvis" figuring that
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any book worth reading will acknowledge the King.)

Uh-oh, looks like there's no Elvis in Walter Isaacson's best-selling Benjamin Franklin:
An American Life (Simon and Schuster 2003). But are you really surprised? Still,
Isaacson is placid and fair, and, although Franklin's autobiography itself was much
livelier, that ought to count for something. Besides we need this biography; the story of
Ben Franklin is the closest we come to defining success in America. Poor boy works
hard, makes good, and impresses the world. (Hey, maybe there IS some Elvis in
Isaacson after all.)

On the other hand, The Stone Cold Truth, wrestler Stone Cold Steve Austin's
autobiography (Pocket Books, 2003), looks pretty sexy and Elvis-y, but there is no
index (you have to leaf through its pages looking for fun in the old fashioned way). It's
very easy to be snooty about Stone Cold's glee over the new Wal-Mart that's opened
just ten miles from his home (p. 272), but Stone Cold also manages to include some
touching little pensees on success as he lurches from the cradle to television to
Branson to the grave. But Monsieur Stone Cold's oeuvre is also intellectually
stimulating. See, wrestling, like everything else, is divided into good and evil. But,
instead of the old Guelph/Ghibelline, breath mint/candy mint paradigm, wrestling has
babyfaces versus heels. Say, Stone Cold knows his Miltonic binaries: "when you're a
heel, you can do absolutely anything. As a babyface, there are a lot of parameters and
boundaries you can't cross." Tell it to Aristotle, brother!

Stone Cold's pathologically casual writing has little in common with Isaacson's
burnished-textbook style, but the slow-cooked truth is that these two books form a
interesting chain of commentary about the American dream, which is nice when it
succeeds but just spectacular when it fails.

If this sort of discourse interests you, you might want to look at a couple of other
recent, but out-of-print biographies, Nick Tosches's irritatingly brilliant biography of
Dean Martin, Dino, and the flat-out brilliant Leading with my Heart by Virginia Clinton
Kelley, mother of our Zeus-like former president (out of print, and yet Elizabeth Wurtzel
lives! What is God thinking of!) Kelley and Tosches are, unsurprisingly, so saturated
with Elvis and sex that their prose just oozes right off the page . Virginia with her four
husbands and her lawsuits! Dean with his Percodans and divorces! At the heart of all
these life stories is America, that very strange promised land that Ben Franklin thought
he had reached when he died in 1790, but, despite saved pennies and all the earliness
to bed in the world, no one has found since.
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2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: When I Was Brave and Sour Pussy

This is one of those clever 2 in 1 preview books where you read the first comic and
then flip it over and read the other one. Well, I thought it was clever. When I Was Brave
is by Kelli Nelson is a painful high school reminiscence done in her usual heavy, but
still amazingly clean line (see Dream Project, June 1, 2000). Going against the grain is
always tough, but even tougher when going against wrong-headed authority as well.
The story is deftly told and very sad. Robyn Chapman's Sour Pussy is about a girl
making a zine called Sour Pussy. Oh, damn, I gave away the ending, oh well. There
are some interesting drawings on Robyn's site, Unpopular Comics. If Edvard Munch
had drawn comics, they might have looked similar to these.
When I Was Brave and Sour Pussy for more of their work, I don't know if you can buy
this preview.
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2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: Wasted Minds, #9"

It's impossible to review the ninth installment of something without the other eight,
which is situation with Wasted Minds, #9, by Vanessa Satone. The drawing is pretty
good, the premise seems wacky enough, and the characters look fairly interesting, but
I had no idea why any of this was so. Except the drawing, Vanessa takes much care
over that. Her site www.visforvacant.com has a lot more comics and a blog.
Wasted Minds, #9
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2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: The Dream Project, June 1, 2000

I have a lot of trouble remembering my dreams, even when I'm trying, so reading a
comic about someone's dream is a real treat for me. Kelli Nelson's The Dream Project,
June 1, 2000, really captures the qualities of the dreams I can remember: Rambling,
disjointed, hyper-sensory, voluptuous, omnipotent and all of it somewhat frightening.
The drawing has a heavy, but clean line, reminiscent of what Picasso was doing in
works like "Dream" or "Femme Devant Miroir". You can order this comic, read Kelli's
blog, read more comics, and generally enjoy yourself at her site,
www.CheapPaperArt.com
The Dream Project, June 1, 2000, $2.95 + shipping (I guess) from
www.CheapPaperArt.com
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2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: Previews for City of Heroes and Macbeth
(yeah, that Macbeth) from Blue King Studios

I don't quite know what to make of City of Heroes. I liked the action, but didn't really
connect with the characters. Maybe one can't connect in 37 or so panels. Based on an
RPG, the premise has a lot of potential for violence, curvy chicks in strapless spandex
(yeah, right), and weird characters (including villains) as long as the heroes don't trip
over their wisecracking, 'ain't we cool?' attitudes, Blue King might be on to something
good.

I liked what I saw of the sequential art retelling of Macbeth, but, then again, I'm a little
more familiar with that story. They promise to stick to the play's text and so far so good
(I looked it up). The tragedies might actually be weird and violent enough for the
comics market. I mean, the plays were pop entertainment in their era; it just got all
serious when we had to study them in high school. However, this could be a good thing
for Macbeth, unless someone who's only read the comic actually saw a performance.
There could be rioting because it would be so boring compared to the comic book. I'll
be interested to see what they do with (or to) Lady Macbeth and her predilection for
infanticide. Eh. Now, if Blue King Studios decided to make the a flaming Bishonen
version of Comedy of Errors, hey, I might be very interested in that.
Previews for City of Heroes and Macbeth
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2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: Schadenfreude!

Review by Ginger Mayerson

"Mad, bad and dangerous to know" is how Lady Caroline Lamb described Lord Byron
after their first meeting. You'd think she would have run in the other direction, but no,
she did not.

Anyway, this is not about that. This is about Schadenfreude!, a book of stark, but lovely
sequential art by Karl Christian about how hard it is to be young and eccentric. Either of
those is tough enough in and of itself, both might inspire one to draw stark, but lovely
comics about it. I met Karl at APE, he looked young; but seemed to be surviving it.

His comic is called Schadenfreude!, subtitled 13 Hours With Lord Byron. It is in black
and white and reminds me a little of woodcuts. The artist gets a lot on each page; the
panels are full of detail, but never cluttered or confusing. The narrative unfolds hour by
hour of the 13 in the title. And at the end, or near it, I found myself wondering how
much of it this was a fantasy or a flashback, due to one panel that had the hero back in
his pathetic adolescent bedroom (poor little guy). Lord Byron might want to be back in
his bedroom (alone or not) because his evening isn't going so well: Some chick pukes
on him, he runs into someone from high school (I know I hate that), and cocaine must
have been hard to get that year because everyone is snorting sugar or sugar
substitute. Like I said, it's hard to be young, and harder to be young and eccentric. If
it's still $3.50, you get a lot of comic for your money. There is also a smaller comic
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inside called Strum und Drang, an amusing introduction blurb, and a short story with a
few panels of illustration at the end. And, you know, a little Schadenfreude never hurt
anyone.
Schadenfreude! Please contact the artist through his LiveJournal to order.
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2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: True Adult Fantasy, #2

Important fact from the Flaming Artist's introduction to True Adult Fantasy, #2: When he
was very young, the artist fell in love with Ed Asner of the "Mary Tyler Moore Show".
This explains almost everything.

I like the Flaming Artist's drawing very very much. This book is full of excellent black
and white drawings of middle aged, big, hairy men alone or with other men. As a lover
of figurative art, I really do like drawings of men and women that have a good mix of
poetry and honesty. The stand alone drawings in this book have that for me. I wish the
whole book were these drawings.

Where it goes south for me is not in the drawing but in the narrative of Harry and
Dickless Tom, parts 3 and 4. This strip, which is only 20 pages of the 48 page book,
really needs a "story so far" because I have no idea why one of these burly truckers
has a vagina. Also, in this episode, Tom meets a chick with a dick, so they do the only
logical thing: they have sex. Harry has a jealous fit of cognitive dissonance, he and
Tom have a really well drawn fist fight and then make up sex. It's all wonderfully
rendered and I suppose well told, but I really didn't enjoy it very much. Sorry, I just
couldn't get over Tom's vagina and into the story, what there was of it. However, I
would recommend this book for the drawing and, in all honesty, my hang-ups are only
mine, so a guy with a vagina might be much cooler than I can allow myself to enjoy
looking at. Hey, it's a big world; there's room for all of us. And there you have it.
True Adult Fantasy, #2, $6.95 + shipping.
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022704 Edit: FYI, Justin Hall reviewed True Adult Fantasy, #1 at the Gay League last
year.
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2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: True Travel Tales #1

I couldn't tell from the website if you can buy this online or not. Anyway, do what you
have to do to get one if you enjoy the more surreal aspects of travel. This collection of
travel tales by various writers and illustrated by Justin Hall pretty much sums up the
weirdness of travel. I'm sure the woman being harassed on the beach by the flasher
splasher has happened to countless women simply trying to find a little peace and
solitude on vacation. But to know that these things happen to others and have comics
drawn about it is a tremendous comfort to me, at least. My favorite strip was about a
grandmother telling her tale of declining to be a shipboard, opera singing dominatrix.
She turns it down, not because she was shocked and horrified, but because she
thought she'd hurt the guy too much. I liked the strips that centered on women best; so
sue me.

This collection has something for everyone from lead singers who set themselves on
fire to guys who like to cum on women they don't know. And all for $2.95!
True Travel Tales #1
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2004 Alternative Press Expo Swag Review: Adam and Andy

I've been reading Adam and Andy every Sunday since 2000, but it's been online longer
than that. And, as all good things come to those who wait, there is a book version of
this weekly strip. It was totally worth the wait. As much as I enjoyed the online archives
of this strip, I really find having a physical book of them even more wonderful. Well
drawn, very funny and often quite sexy, this webcomic has a large following of loyal
fans. And Asal never lets us down, week in and week out. (This is not really APE Swag
because I bought the book online, but I did get it signed by James Asal, who is a total
sweetheart, at APE.)
Adam and Andy, $9.95 + shipping and handling, Publisher: Studio 64, ISBN:
0974442003

Replies: 1 Comment

love the new reviews- radio anyone?

Posted by ann @ 03/23/2004 05:51 AM PST
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Had Enough?
By James Carville

Publisher: Simon & Schuster (2003) 
ISBN: 0743255755

Reviewed by Lynn Loper

You don’t go to the supermarket to buy a car, and you don’t go to Auto Row to get a
can of pineapple. If you do, you’re just plain stupid. And if you go to James Carville for
anything besides what he has to sell you, you won’t get it and you won’t deserve to.
Carville isn’t a political philosopher. He does what he does and he does it well.

James Carville doesn’t make any secret of what he is, and if you don’t know what he is
by now, you haven’t been paying attention. Carville reduces complicated problems to
easy phrases. And I have no reason to believe that he doesn’t do it from his heart. His
heart is 100% true-blue go-get-the-dirty-bastards Democratic. Mine too. I wish I had
the skill and speed to argue with people the way he does.

In his new book, 'Had Enough? A Handbook for Fighting Back', Carville lays out all the
areas where the second Bush administration is fouling up, and tells them how to fix it.
He gives us a problem, like 'Money is replacing ideas as the currency of politics' and a
solution like 'Get politicians out of the money business – period…'.

It sounds good on a stump, it galvanizes people, it makes them laugh, and it makes

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0743255755/qid%3D1076480059/sr%3D2-1/gingermayerso-20
http://liheliso.org/
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them feel like solutions are achievable. These are all good things. We don’t get enough
good things these days.

And if George W. Bush had had a James Carville in the 2000 campaign, by now he’d
be Secretary of Something, or hold an important embassy in his hands. That’s a hell of
a thought.

Carville has no concealed agenda. What he wants is right out in the open. He isn’t the
'Committee for Better Government', or an impartial commission, or an independent
evaluator. Carville comes with the donkey tattooed on his forehead. In times like these,
where the concept of spin has pretty much subsumed the idea of content, that’s a
relief.

But isn’t there something in psychology about people unconsciously promoting values
and ideas that they’d strenuously object to on a conscious level?

Early in James Carville’s new book 'Had Enough? A Handbook for Fighting Back', he
tells us all ‘A Homeland Security Tale’, the fable of King Bubba, King George the
Second, and Turdblossom. King Bubba had been in charge, see, until King George the
Second and his assistant Turdblossom took back the throne. Get it? Whatever. Here’s
the paragraph in the fairy tale that stopped me cold:

'…George II and Turdblossom had reclaimed the family throne from King Bubba, and
while the villagers had loved King Bubba, he had made the village so safe and so
wealthy that they figured King George couldn’t screw it up too bad. Plus, King George
seemed to want to give them a lot of their money back, which the villagers liked.'

King George wanted to give them their money back? Who took it? Why, those tax-
and-spend Democrats, like King Bubba! King Bubba took their money! Just took it!

The Republicans have told us so often and so loudly that it’s okay to vote your baser
nature – vote your racism, your fear, your money – that, like any other vile
environmental poison, it’s in our bones and blood. First we have to recognize it, and
then we have to act on it, try to remember that sometimes the good guys and good
ideas do win. And reading a book like Carville’s isn’t the worst way to remind ourselves
of that. Read the book, and if nothing else let it make you a little happier and more
hopeful about what we can do to change the world.

Replies: 1 Comment

To the Great James Carville:

I just checked out your latest from the public library and am looking forward to reading
it.

I know that I will already agree with what you write, as I think the Republicans or the
"Neocons" have taken over the party along with the Christian Right, and the
Democrats in Congress have no back bone.

The Republicans spent eight years attacking our president Bill Clinton and his First
Lady, for no reason, except "sex."
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The Democrats during the almost four years of this lying "shrub" Bush-Cheney (major
corporate crook) Administration, have done little to attack Bush. When they could have
jumped onto him with both feet, and both fists. He and Cheney and Rice along with the
other neocons have lied about everything, and the Democrats have let him get by with
it.

There are at least half a dozen books or more that have been published which write
about this Bushite lies, including the one one by David Corn of The Nations.

Where are the Democrats? They should be leading the fight in Congress against this
chief of liers. Many even voted to give him the right to go to war in Iraq.
And I think he let and failed the country on 9-11, by his lies.

Tell it like it is James, and keep on telling it.

My wife and I both like you on Crossfire, although you are not on their enough. And
why did they cut your time to a half hour?

Sincerely,

Richard Peterson
Shirley Bohrer Peterson

Posted by Richard Peterson @ 03/29/2004 05:58 PM PST
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UPDATED 012804: Books for review at J LHLS. Inquire within.

New Books from Public Affairs:

THE BUBBLE OF AMERICAN SUPREMACY 
Correcting the Misuse of American Power
GEORGE SOROS
http://www.publicaffairsbooks.com/publicaffairsbooks-cgi-bin/display?
book=1586482173

WINNING MODERN WARS 
Iraq, Terrorism, and the American Empire
GENERAL WESLEY K. CLARK (RET.)
http://www.publicaffairsbooks.com/publicaffairsbooks-cgi-bin/display?
book=1586482181

See below for how to get one of these books for reveiw and what's left of the Star Trek
books.

Our reviews are 300-3,000 or more words. They're posted on the J LHLS blog first and
then in the journal as space allows.

If you would like to review one or more of these books, please send me an email at

ginger AT liheliso DOT com

http://liheliso.org/
http://hackenbush.org/LHLS/blog/blogives/00000030.htm
http://www.publicaffairsbooks.com/publicaffairsbooks-cgi-bin/display?book=1586482173
http://www.publicaffairsbooks.com/publicaffairsbooks-cgi-bin/display?book=1586482173
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with your choice, your name and your mailing address.

Star Trek books from Simon and Schuster Pocket Books:

Star Trek Crosswords

Gods Above, by Peter David (New Frontier)
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0743418581/qid=1074644480/sr=1-
1/ref=sr_1_1/103-9030770-8377443?v=glance&s=books

Deny Thy Father, by Jeff Mariotte (Lost Era [Riker])
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0743464095/qid=1074644561/sr=1-
1/ref=sr_1_1/103-9030770-8377443?v=glance&s=books

Honor Bound, by Keith Ra DeCandido (Klingons?)
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0743457161/qid=1074644625/sr=1-
2/ref=sr_1_2/103-9030770-8377443?v=glance&s=books

The Farther Shore, by Christie Golden (VOY)
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0743467558/qid=1074644637/sr=1-
1/ref=sr_1_1/103-9030770-8377443?v=glance&s=books

Stone and Anvil, by Peter David (New Frontier)
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0743429575/qid=1074644797/sr=1-
1/ref=sr_1_1/103-9030770-8377443?v=glance&s=books

Pantheon, by Michael Jan Friedman (TNG)
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0743485114/qid%3D1074645436/sr%3D11-
1/ref%3Dsr_11_1/103-9030770-8377443

Unity, by SD Perry (DS9)
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0743448405/qid%3D1074645287/sr%3D11-
1/ref%3Dsr_11_1/103-9030770-8377443
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Christopher
by Allison Burnett
Publisher: Broadway (2003)
ISBN: 0767913337

Review by Julia Hendricks-Mueller

BK Troop is a brittle and damaged trust fund baby of moderate
means, ringed around with rapid-fire aphorisms and empty wine

bottles, who only leaves his back unguarded for the occasional strapping young man of
negotiable virtue in the twilight world of Manhattan in the early eighties. He's also an
unlikely Sancho Panza to Christopher, the comely and terribly straight vision next door
he's determined to have as his next conquest.

Unfortunately for his romantic aspirations, BK's pursuit runs headlong into
Christopher's mother, a flirtatious maternal black hole who is both a bad aspiring
poetess and the only psychiatrist in history not to have undergone her own analysis
(Christopher's father, a geneticist, drank himself to death, a detail which has my vote
for grace note of the year). Christopher, in the wake of a broken marriage to a suitable
nonentity, is dutifully building himself a world not to matter to, a world BK can make a
place in if he plays his cards right.

http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0767913337
http://liheliso.org/
http://www.powells.com/partner/28872/biblio/0767913337
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From his hard-won and tenuous vantage point in the outskirts of Christopher's life, BK
(who's not as bad as he thinks he is) stalks Christopher (who's not nearly as good), his
predatory instincts gradually giving way to courtly love and the carrying of spears on
behalf of Christopher's somewhat compromised virtue and his own. Christopher follows
a year of BK's poignant slapstick indignities as he pries himself into the world of his
reluctant gentleman not-completely-fair and finds something to value more than he
does himself.

I've always thought Sancho deserved his own fable, and this one is true and witty and
unsparing and very wise. I hope BK comes back some time. I'd like to see him again.

***
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The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 2

Ah, Brumaire already. How time flies when you're over forty.
Editorial
by Ginger Mayerson
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The proceeding was an excerpt from "Beowulf", a 5th century epic poem and some of
the only direct evidence we have of the work of the scop. 
Coming of the Quake Clans: Return of the Scop?
By Kelly S. Taylor
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Somewhere
Nightfall at the Corner of Hoover and Adams
By William Benson
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In most parts of the country summer starts on Memorial Day. Here in Wilmington it
really starts with the Flower Market.
Rain and Roses
By Lynn Loper
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At fifty-nine we are sorting items in our rental home;
Unessential Ingredients
By Geoff Fernald
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The Flash Mob was one of the first technology-driven fads of the early twenty-first
century.
Dispersed Flash Mobs: A History
By Tom Good
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Before we can sow the wheat,
By the Ear of the Mule
By Robert Dean Tribble
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No one in the family knows how Johnny's burial was arranged. The fact is, we didn't
know he had died until eight years after the fact.
Johnny
By Erik M. Stevens
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California back road,
Orchard
By Geoff Fernald
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I recently had an argument with a friend (my head) over the film "Head". As this
argument progressed to an unfulfilling climax, I soon realized that my friend
understood none of the film.
It's in Your Head (Part 1)
By Donatella DelBono
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I'm a lifelong journalist. I think everyone is immoral.
An Interview with John Bloom
By Ginger Mayerson and Laurel Sutton
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Ginger, i just love the look of your Blog page. i finally got around to checking it out. at
first i thought it was another version of the TOC. anyway, great job with the first issue.
it's very sleek.

Posted by William Benson @ 09/12/2003 07:44 AM PST
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The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society, Issue 1

If the French Revolution had really succeeded, this month would be Thermidor, as
renamed by the poet, Fabre d'Eglantine, in 1792, which then became the Year I.
Editorial
by Ginger Mayerson
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June, 2003: Recently the fifth book in JK Rowling's "Harry Potter" franchise was been
released, after much fanfare by its publisher and much anticipation by its target market
of young readers in roughly the 9-13 age group.
Rowling in Dough
by Ellen Bauerle

Replies: 1 Comment

very compelling article. i learned a great deal about the HP franchise and it's effect on
the publishing industry. great job!

Posted by William Benson @ 09/12/2003 07:30 AM PST
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By the time that Jessica tipped her chair back and yelled, "Rick! Make us some coffee!"
we'd been sitting in our chairs for hours.
Coffee for the Marrieds
by Amy Qualls-McClure

Replies: 1 Comment

A story with a very sweet and hopeful tone. After I got married, somebody told me that
my wife shot her first husband. (She nicked him, and still curses her aim). I mean to
say that your story is sweet, I didn't mean mine. But any story that celabrates
matrimony is alright by me.

Posted by Mooser @ 10/03/2003 12:16 PM PST
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It is late in Beethoven's Ninth.
Dual Emergence
by Geoff Fernald

Replies: 1 Comment

WOW! i've read this poem a couple times before. but this time it really struck me. as if i
were finally seeing it for the first time. something about it being posted in this journal no
doubt. kudos to the poet for writing it, and the editor for doing such a fine job of putting
it on display! one tiny criticism though. i think this piece could've used a bit of editing.
just my two cents.

Posted by William Benson @ 09/12/2003 07:38 AM PST

Search entries:

 

http://liheliso.org/
http://liheliso.com/Issue1/Issue1.html#Dual_Emergence
mailto:wbenson987@earthlink.net
http://noahgrey.com/greysoft/


Archived Entry - 08/02/2003: "Dual Emergence"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000011.htm[4/27/2019 3:44:12 PM]

 
The Wapshott Press

J LHLS is hosted on and highly recommends DreamHost.com One of the best deals
anywhere. (PromoCode HKB669)

 
Ontology on the go!

Contact us

"Ontology on the Go!"
J LHLS mugs

Review materials may be sent to

J LHLS
PO Box 31513

Los Angeles, CA 90031-0513

Thanks!

Notice: Comments are back! Yay! Note: Boo. Due to comment spam,

http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://wapshottpress.com/
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?24054
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.cafepress.com/liheliso
http://www.dreamhost.com/donate.cgi?id=417
https://www.paypal.com/affil/pal=ginger%40gingermayerson.com
http://referer.org/


Archived Entry - 08/02/2003: "Dual Emergence"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000011.htm[4/27/2019 3:44:12 PM]

comments are closed on certain entries. You can Contact us with
your comment and we'll add it.



Archived Entry - 08/02/2003: "Sermitorial"

http://www.liheliso.com/buzz/archive/00000010.htm[4/27/2019 3:44:15 PM]

Talk about Ontology on the Go! 
We Moved! 

Here's the new site, www.LiHeLiSo.org, as of
November 15ish, 2008. 

Enjoy! And thanks for reading us.

Ontology on the gone!

The Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society 
Miscellanea and Ephemeron

[Previous entry: "Haiku Reflections From a Hospital Bed"] [Main Index] [Next entry:
"Dual Emergence"]

08/02/2003 Archived Entry: "Sermitorial"

The Anglican church in the UK, if not worldwide, is reportedly about to be riven by the
decision of the Bishop of Oxford to appoint an avowed homosexual to be the Bishop of
Reading.
Sermitorial
by Jane Seaton
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Hospital Bed"

The nurse, an angel
Haiku Reflections From a Hospital Bed
by Robert Tribble

Replies: 3 comments

LOVED the haiku - although closer to senryu, I believe, but with the kigo. And 5/7/5 no
less!
Very clever, well done.

Posted by Allen McGill @ 08/12/2003 02:40 PM PST

Dear Allen,

Thank you for your kind words on my "Haiku Reflections From A Hospital Bed". These
are the first haikus I have ever written so you can see I'm pretty much an anateur in
this field. I am vaguely familiar with the senryu but what's a kigo? Thanks again for
your comments.

Bob Tribble

Posted by Robert Tribble @ 08/13/2003 09:10 AM PST

i enjoyed these, especially the pills filled with summer days
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Sight has always been my most reassuring sense.
What I See
by Carol Colin

Replies: 2 comments

Carol,
THAT was WONDERFUL! WOW!

Posted by Shirley Benson @ 09/06/2003 11:10 AM PST

Dearest Carol, Thanks so much for sharing your beautiful essay!
I really feel that this work could lend itself to a children's book - something I know you
have been pursuing for a while. It is so sensitively written - children would delight in the
recognition of their own joy .I can see many of the images illustrated by you - sharing
visually with other children your own childhood visual memories... the trick to such a
book of poetic word and image is to not totally describe in word what is in picture ...a
deeper memory still and I can see it with you because i have seen your imagery in
paint so I "saw" what . I believe , was your "seeing" and not so much my own...
those topiarys, those oranges and was it sardines in those red and white cans ?(the
secret of the name is out at last!-perhaps)
I want an illustration of the fireplace clock!!
Much Love, Anna
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Out of the house into the garden I go I stop, stunned.
On First Seeing my Garden After a Month in the Hospital
by Robert Tribble
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08/02/2003 Archived Entry: "HIV IS CURED! Fact or Fiction?"

While it is rumored that there are no longer any consequences to HIV infection, e.g.
AIDS is "cured", this is by no means accurate.
HIV IS CURED! Fact or Fiction?
by Kathleen E. Rodgers
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Well, we can start telling gay men that they don't exist in an alternate moral universe,
where anything that a gay man wants to do in the sack, however self- or other-
destructive, is his right.
An Interview with Dan Savage
by Ginger Mayerson and Laurel Sutton
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It is just air moving,
The Santa Anas
by Mick Harrigan
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Welcome to the Journal of the Lincoln Heights Literary Society Editors and
Contributors Weblog.
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